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ia  fiiTor  of  aof  measure  before  the  Lefftalature 
than  he  has  in  favov  of  this ;  bui  the  bill  ought 
to  be  Voided  od  its  meriu,  and  not  on  the  opin- 
ion of  the  President. 

A  gentleman  from  Pennsylrania  TMr.  Roas) 
ii  good  enough  to  allow,  that  those  who  may  vote 
for  the  bill  will  do  it  on  pore  motives.  Tbe  ob- 
ject of  the  bill,  and  of  those  who  support  it,  is  to 
preserve  the  peace  of  the  nation  if  possible.  Tbe 
fentleman  quite  astonished  me ;  he  made  a  flam- 
ing war  speech,  and,  before  he  sat  down,  said  he 
wished  for  peace,  if  war  could  be  avoided.  He 
aod  tboat  who  aupport  the  bill  agree  in  their  wish 
to  prestrve  {)eace  ;  we  propose  the  bill  as  the  best 
meaat  of  doing  this,  which  be  calls  submission ; 
he  proposes  nothing ;  if  tJien  our  plan  is  sabmis^ 
*  5I0D,  to  do  nothing  will  sorely  be  submission 
also'-a  war  speech  to  eoaclnde  in  Aivor  of  peace 
is  a  little  strange  to  me.  Were  I  for  war,  I  should 
be  for  making  tbe  necessary  preparation,  to  call 
forth  the  resources  aod  the  energy  of  the  nation, 
10  go  at  it  tooth  and  nail.  He  also  said,  that  a 
middle  ground  bad  been  adopted  in  the  bill,  aod 
{iiat  the  middle  ground  was  submission.  With- 
out referioff  to  iEsep  or  lo  Gkotins,  to  decide 
wliether  it  Be  so  or  not,  it  seems,  to  me,  that  com- 
moo  sense  would  in  the  present  case  decide  that 
the  middle  ground  was  neither  wor  nor  sobmis- 
iioD.  But  tbe  bill  contains  something  like  old 
embargo  principles — these  seem  to  be  quite  as 
much  dreaded  as  the  fatal  submission  which  the 
bill  contains.  There  is  not  aaythiog  in  it  like  em- 
bargo, though  the  gentleman  pays  me  a  oompli- 
neot,  which  1  do  not  deserve,  when  he  says, 
tbat  ibe  chairman  who  reported  the  bill  was  an 
embargo  man,  and  nothing  but  embargo  princi- 
ples wss  to  be  expected,  if  he  knew  the  com* 
mittee,  he  would  not  believe,  that  any  chairman 
eoold  report  a  bill  which  tbey  did  not  approve, 
ud  he  would  also  believe  that  they  noderstood 
embargo  prioeiples.  Yes,  sir,  I  am  an  embargo 
nan.  and  hesitale  not  to  say,  that  the  day  Cbn* 
gress  gave  op  the  embargo,  for  the  non-inter- 
coQrse.  if  there  be  submission,  that  day  it  began; 
bat  I  do  not  consider  that  sabmissioo,  and  the 
biil  is  undeniably  a  better  measure  than  the  non- 
ttieicQorse;  if  we  wished  war,  either  against 
£figiaod  or  France,  or  against  both,  instead  of  the 
Doa-incercourae  act,  we  ought  then  to  have  made' 
*  dcclaratioii  of  war ;  we  tben  had  our  sailers, 
oor  property,  and  our  vessels,  at  home.  I  cannot 
perceire  tbe  great  wisdom,  and  undaunted  ooor- 
*^  ia  theae  war  speeches,  when  there  is  no  war 
oiotioo. 

Tbe  same  gentleman  has  brought  another  em- 
bargo chai^  asatnst  roe;  it  is  this,  that  I  mingle 
it  with  everythinff  I  say.  He  certain Iv  ought 
Dot  complain,  for  he  said  twice  as  much  about 
Vir,  as  I  have  about  the  embarga  Tbe  fact  is, 
t  geatleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Qold)  first 
brooght  it  into  debate  the  present  session ;  to  him 
1  replied.  1  have  always  been  willing  to  defend 
it.  and  never  ashamed  that  I  approved  il ;  and  a 
great  majority  of  the  nation  also  approved  it  The 
embargo,  as  well  as  every  other  measure  which  has 
been  brougbt  forward,  in  opposition  to  the  decrees 
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of  France,  aad  tbe  orders  of  Great  Britain,  have 
been  opposed,  while  all  are  saying  they  will  not 
submit  to  either.  To  sav  the  least  of  the  embargo, 
it  kept  us  a  year  out  of^  war,  and  the  non-inter- 
course with  all  iu  imperfections  has  probably 
kept  us  out  of  it  another,  and  if  this  bill  shall  pre- 
serve the*  peace  of  the  country  only  one  year 
more,  the  committee  will  have  deserved  well  of 
the  nation. 

It  is  true,  tbat  I  was  willing  to  limit  the  bit!  to 
the  end  of  tbe  present  session  of  Congress,  under 
the  expectation  that  we  might  by  that  time  under- 
stand completely  its  effect.  If  it  should  prove,  ae 
I  believe  it  will,  a  beneficial  measure,  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  in  continuing  it  longer,  and  if  on 
experience  it  should  be  found  not  to  produce  any 
advantage  the  sooner  it  expired  the  better.  I 
have  patiently  attended  to  the  objections  whicb 
have  been  stated  to  the  bill ;  tbey  have  not  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  solid  ;  but  is  the  gentleman 
himself  absolutely  certain  that  he  is  right,  that 
he  is  so  wise  that  he  cannot  be  mistaken ;  is  he 
like  the  French  girl,  of  whom  Doctor  Franklin 
told  the  story  in  the  Convention,  who  inquired 
of  her  mother,  how  it  happened  that  she  always 
found  everybody  in  the  wrong,  and  herself  al- 
ways in  the  riffht  ?  The  short  limitation  is  an 
objection  which  was  not  expected  from  those 
who  are  opposed  to  every  part  of  the  bill,  and  in 
favor  of  war ;  one  would  naturally  suppose  the 
shorter  the  limitation  the  more  agreeable  to  them. 

I  understood  the  gentleman  to  say,  that  the 
friends  of  the  bill  had  called  on  him,  and  others 
who  think  with  him,  to  join  and  aid  them  in 
passing  it.  I  deny  it  as  to  myself ;  I  call  upon 
no  man  for  aid.  The  bill  must  stand  or  fall  on 
its  own  merits.  It  has  never  been,  nor  ever  will 
be  my  practice  to  be  running  about  the  city  by 
day  or  oy  night,  prowling  after  men,  to  snppoK 
any  measures  I  may  propose ;  if  right  they  ought 
to  be  adopted,  if  wrong  they  ought  to  be  rejected. 
To  have  solicited  the  aid  of  the  men  who  declare 
tbe  bill  to  be  submission,  and  that  nothing  but 
war  will  save  the  nation,  would  be,  in  my  opmion, 
to  have  insulted  them.  It  is  not  only  asking 
them  to  give  up  their  opinion,  but  also  to  do  an 
act  which  they  consider  submission,  and,  of  course, 
disgraceful  at  least.  Nor  have  I  requested  or  de- 
manded of  them  to  come  out  as  party  men  to  sup- 
port the  bill.  No,  sir,  I  have  never  asked  any 
man  to  yield  his  judgment  to  party.  To  endea- 
vor to  pass  a  biil  on  suob  principles,  would  be  to 
acknowledge  that  there  was  no  reason  for  pass- 
ing it ;  in  fact  that  it  ought  not  to  pass. 

The  same  gentleman  says,  the  present  dis- 
cussion, at  the  next  election,  will  put  men  who 
are  for  more  energetic  measures  in  Congress 
from  tbe  Eastern  and  Southern  States.  How 
this  may  be,  I  cannot  tell,  but  it  is  a  good  while 
since  these  two  portions  of  the  Union  have  been 
coupled  together  before.  As  to  the  people  from 
the  East,  personally  I  know  but  little  about  them, 
having  never  been  among  them ;  if,  however,  a 
judgment  may  be  formed  of  them,  from  their 
members  here,  they  will  be  found  as  tenacious  of 
their  opinions,  as  moat  peo[de  are  of  theirs.    The 
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geDtleman  has  forgot  that  their  Representatives 
adhere  so  close  to  their  opioioD,  that  sot  verf 
long  since,  he  had  to  sit  up  ail  night  to  get  a  vote. 
Whatever  may  be  the  decision  of  those  in  the 
South,  which  I  represent,  i<  will  be  perfectly 
agreeable  to  me ;  but  I  am  yet  to  learn  that  the 

Eeople  in  the  East  and  in  the  South  are  more 
ckle  than  those  of  the  Middle  States. 

It  is  true  that  the  people  in  the  South  do  not 
make  a  practice  of  meeting  to  pass  fiery  resolu- 
tions, which,  in  general,  mean  nothing  more  than 
that  the  first  mover  of  the  meeting,  and  of  the 
resolutions,  wants  an  office.  On  the  day  of  elec- 
tion, they  pass  on  the  conduct  of  their  Represent- 
atives, ana  then  tell  them  whether  they  have  done 
well,  or  not.  I  did  not  hear  the  gentleman  dis- 
tinctly enough  to  understand  the  story  of  the  Bed- 
lamite, who  believed  he  had  it  in  his  power  to 
secure  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe.  The 
Bedlamite  was  as  well  calculated  for  this  as  any 
man  in  the  world.  The  truth  is,  that  no  nation 
ever  acted  wiih  a  view  to  preserve  a  balance  of 
power,  all  have  acted  on  the  principle  of  self-in- 
terest. The  strong  have  used  it,  as  a  reason  to 
induce  the  weak  to  join  in  their  wars ;  the  weak 
never  leagued  against  the  strong,  though  the 
strong  have  leagued  against  the  weak.  This  at 
once  shows  the  manner  in  which  both  under- 
stood it. 

A  single  remark,  on  what  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  TMr.  Mumfobd)  said,  and  I  am  done 
with  remarsing  on  the  observations  made  by 
others.  He  is  hot  from  his  constituents,  and  goes 
a  step  further  than  every  one  else.  He  tells  you 
that  the  bill  is  downright  colonial  submission,  and 
that  the  non-intercourse  is  the  system  which 
ought  to  be  pursued.  To  this,  I  shall  only  reply, 
that  I  do  not  recollect,  while  that  celebrated  bill 
was  before  the  House,  but  one  gentleman  declar- 
ing, in  his  place,  that  he  approved  it,  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  has  now  the  sole  honor 
of  supporting  it. 

The  bill  is  calculated  not  only  to  prohibit 
French  and  British  vessels,  of  all  sorts,  from  en- 
tering our  waters,  but  also  to  put  an  end  to  the 
disgraceful  Amelia  island  and  Nova  Scotia  trade, 
to  put  an  end  to  all  indirect  commerce  in  the 
produce  and  manufactures  of  Qreat  Britain  and 
France,  and  to  secure  to  our  vessels  the  pro6t  of 
carrying  on  the  direct  trade  between  them  and  us, 
ao  long  as  their  orders  and  decrees  against  us  are 
continued  in  force.  But  we  cannot  do  without 
French  brandy  and  French  wine,  we  must  have 
them,  and  can  get  them  at  Tonningen.  Sir,  be- 
fore I  would  be  sneaking  into  Tonningen,  or  any 
other  place,  after  them,  while  their  decrees  are  in 
force,  and  while  they  continue  to  sequester  every 
cent  of  our  property  they  can  lay  their  hands  on, 
I  would  drink  whiskey  and  home-made  brandy 
all  my  life.  If  Qreat  Britain  chooses,  she  may 
retaliate,  and  we  shall  be  ruined,  because  we  can- 
not get  broadcloth.  Let  her  retaliate— -let  her  by 
that  make  a  complete  non-intercourse.  The  ex- 
periment will  then  be  made  which  can  stand  it 
longest.  I  have  no  doubt  on  this  point,  but  that 
we  could  stand  it  twice  as  long  as  she  could.    In 


the  present  state  of  things,  we  can  get  broadcloth 
from  Amelia  island  and  Halifax.  Before  I  would 
go  skulking  about  either  of  these  places  after  it, 
while  her  orders  are  in  force,  and  in  violation  of 
the  laws  of  this  nation,  I  would  wear  homespon 
to  the  day  of  my  death.  Again,  if  she  should  re- 
taliate, we  shall  then  hare  not  an  imaginary  non- 
intercourse,  but  a  real  one. 

I  have  endeavored  to  show  before,  that  this  was 
not  the  proper  time  to  ^o  to  war.  If  the  Legis- 
lature shall  decide  that  it  is,  we  may  promise  oar- 
selves  to  have  a  host  of  contractors,  quartermas- 
ters, commissaries,  dbc.,  all  growing  rich,  while 
the  nation  may  be  growing  poor.  Let  the  coa- 
dition  of  the  country  and  the  Army  be  what  it 
may,  these  will  make  money.  Those  who  have 
called  the  bill  submission,  have  not  attempted  to 
demonstrate  that  it  was  so ;  and  those  who  have 
said  that  it  had  not  as  much  energy  as  the  noo- 
inlerconrae  law,  hare  not  attempted  to  prove  it. 
I  should  like  to  hear  them  attempt  to  satisfy  the 
House  that  their  opinions  were  correct. 

One  word  as  to  all  the  talk  about  war ;  as  there 
is  no  motion  for  it,  the  fair  presumption  is,  that 
there  are  not  many  in  the  House  for  it.  Then  it 
may  fairly  be  considered  that  all  these  big  war 
words,  onljT  mean  to  advise  a  course  which,  it  is 
known,  will  not  be  iidopted.  The  true  time  lo 
try  courage  is  the  minute  of  danger.  So  the 
true  time  to  try  a  war  speech  is  to  seal  it  with  a 
war  vote ;  when  that  vote  will  give  a  majority, 
no  doubt  can  be  entertained  but  that  all  the  gen- 
tlemen who  have  favored  the  House  with  a  war 
speech  would  seal  it  with  such  a  vote,  and  that 
they  would  take  an  active  part  in  carrying  on  the 
war.  But  a  vote,  when  it  is  known  that  the  mea- 
sure will  not  obtain,  is  nothing. 

Sir,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  bill  will  promote 
the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  nation  by  pre- 
serving peace.  It  ofiers  to  Great  Britain  and 
France  another  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  our  de- 
sir%  to  remain  neutral,  and  to  settle  our  disputes 
with  them  in  a  friendly  way.  It  justly  places 
them  on  the  same  ground  in  relation  to  us.  It  i^ 
a  measure  which  we  can  maintain,  because  i^ 
promotes  the  interest  of  all,  and  particularly  the 
interest  of  those  who  might,  with  the  most  facile 
itv,  evade  its  operation.  The  orders  and  decreet 
ot  Great  Britain  and  France  are  certainly  again  si 
thair  interest ;  it  will  afibrd  them  time  to  recon* 
sider  them,  and,  I  hope,  to  withdraw  them  ;  and, 
as  no  other  system  has  been  proposed  either  io 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  or  in  the  House,  1 
trust  it  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Legisl» 
ture. 

Mr.  PiCKMAN  said  that  believinj^  the  bill  would 
if  passed  into  a  law,  prove  very  injurious  in  iu 
operation,  he  considered  it  his  duty  to  state  hii 
objections  against  it  more  at  large  than  he  hail 
hithertb  done.  Its  advocates  say  that  it  is  calcul 
la  ted  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  America^ 
ship-owners.  If  %o,  I  am  very  unfortunate  in  m^ 
opposition  to  it ;  for  no  State  in  the  Union  is  s] 
deeply  interested  in  navigation  as  the  State  o| 
Massachusetts,  and  no  person  in  that  State  mod 
80  than  thoae  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  reprd 
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tent.  They  may  jastly  be  ranked  among  the 
most  iodusfrioQs  and  enterprising^  merchants  of 
the  United  States.  But,  according  to  my  view 
of  this  bill,  it  is  calculated  to  injure  instead  of 
promoting  their  interests.  In  speaking  upon  this 
subject,  I  shall  briefly  notice  some  of  tne  observa- 
tions which  have  been  made  since  it  has  been 
under  discussion ;  shall  take  a  slight  review  of  our 
nrioos  restrictive  laws,  and  shall  point  out  the 
probable  consequences  of  adopting  this  system. 
It  has  been  urged,  in  objection  to  the  fifth  section, 
that  it  will  be  impracticable  to  carry  it  into  effect, 
because,  in  many  cases,  it  is  impossible  to  distin- 
gubh  between  articles  manufacuired  in  Great 
jBritaio  and  France,  and  those  manufactured  in 
o;ber  countries,  and  between  the  produce  of  Brit- 
iih  and  French  colonies,  and  the  produce  of  other 
colonies.  In  answer  to  this,  a  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Sbepfbt)  says  that  the  same  objec- 
tion exists  a^inst  our  revenue  laws,  for  there  is 
a  difference  in  the  duty  of  certain  ad  valorem  ar- 
ticles of  the  same  nature;  but  this  difference  de- 
pends on  the  places  from  which  they  are  import- 
ed, which  can  always  be  ascertained,  not  on  the 
places  where  they  are  manufactured,  which,  in 
many  instances,  it  may  be  impossible  to  ascer- 
tain. 

A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sbt- 
lEBT.)  in  the  course  of  his  observations,  which 
seensed  to  be  intended  to  show  the  propriety  of 
eDcoaraging  manufacturing  establishments  in  the 
United  States,  observed,  also,  that,  in  his  opinion, 
it  would  be  the  extreme  of  folly  in  us,  to  enter 
into  a  contest  with  both  the  great  belligerents, 
and  inexpedient  to  do  it  with  either.  He  went 
on,  however,  to  show,  that  the  trade  with  the 
continent  of  Europe  is  much  more  important 
than  the  trade  with  Qreat  Britain,  and  introduced 
statements  from  the  Treasurer  Department  to 
prore  it.  By  those  statements,  it  appears  that  the 
exports  of  the  continent  of  Europe  during  the 
yean  1805,  1806,  and  1807,  greatly  exceeded  the 
exports  to  Great  Briuin  during  the  same  period. 
Bat.  it  must  be  recollected  that  our  exports  to  the 
Continent  consisted  almost  wholly  of  colonial 
prodnee,  a  trade  which  is  fluctuating  and  tempo- 
rary, and  our  exports  to  Qreat  Britain  consisted 
cf  domestic  produce,  a  trade  steady  and  perma- 
nent Besides,  the  alternative  is  not  presented  to 
us.  Should  we  be  at  war  with  Qreat  Britain, 
our  trade  with  the  Continent  would  also  be  anni- 
hilated, for  it  cannot  be  denied  that,  with  the  do- 
minion of  the  ocean,  she  possesses  an  almost 
unlimited  power  over  the  commerce  of  the 
world. 

With  respect  to  the  commercial  warfare  which 
we  have,  for  several  years  past,  been  carrying  on 
vith  Great  Britain ;  it  commenced  and  has  been 
conducted,  under  the  extremely  erroneous  opin- 
ion that  the  trade  of  this  country  is  more  import- 
ant to  Great  Britain  than  the  trade  of  Great 
Britain  is  to  this  country.  Under  this  idea  We 
passed  the  non-importation  act,  supposing  that  it 
Would  aid  our  Ministers  in  their  negotiations; 
iu  effecu  were  to  raise  the  prices  of  such  goods 
M  Wf  re  prohibited,  to  encourage  the  pernicious 


practice  of  smuggling ;  and,  instead  of  aiding  our 
Ministers,  it  proved  an  obstacle  in  their  way. 
That  administration  of  the  British  Government 
which  has  been  considered  as  the  most  liberal  to- 
ward this  country,  would  not  enter  on  negotia- 
tion until  that  obnoxious  law  was  suspended. 
To  this  succeeded  what  ia  usually  termed  the 
embargo  act,  or,  more  properly,  the  suppression 
of  commerce  by  a  permanent  law.  This  law 
produced  so  much  distress  that  our  citizens  coold 
not  exist  under  it  for  any  ^at  length  of  time. 
It  paral^ed  the  productive  industry  of  the  conn- 
try  at  Its  heart.  They  who  complained  of  it 
suffered  most  severely  under  it ;  they  considered 
it  an  unwise  and  an  unjust  law.  Mfany  of  them 
thought  it  an  unconstitutional  law.  Under  such 
circumstances  they  are  not  to  be  reproached  for 
a  want  of  virtue  and  patriotism,  in  endeavoring 
to  obtain  its  repeal ;  on  the  contrary,  they  exbi^ 
ited  much  of  both  in  refraining  from  an  uncon- 
stitutional opposition  to  it.  And  they  could  not 
perceive  that  the  wounds  of  their  countrv  were 
likely  to  be  healed  by  the  stripes  inflicted  upon 
.them. 

I  have  said  that  the  trade  with  Great  Britain 
it  more  important  to  this  country^  than  the  trade 
of  this  country  is  to  Great  Britain.  I  shall  en- 
deavor to  demonstrate  this  position ;  and  I  think 
it  may  be  done  without  descending  into  any  mi- 
nute calculations.  Three-quarteWof  the  piisople 
of  this  country,  at  least,  are  agriculturists,  ana  a 
large  portion  ot  the  other  quarter  are  engaged  in 
carrying  our  produce  to  foreign  markets,  and  in 
bringing  articles  wanted  for  consumption  here. 
All  our  agriculturists  are,  more  or  less,  employed 
in  raising  articles  for  exportation.  The  plantera 
of  the  Southern  States  are  particularly  so;  their 
cotton  and  tobacco,  their  two  staple  articles,  are 
raised,  almost  exclusively,  for  exportation ;  they 
are  raised  at  much  expense,  and  if  the  exporta- 
tion of  them  is  restricted  it  necessarily  involves 
the  planter  in  difficulty  and  embarrassment.  The 
farmers  in  the  Middle  and  Eastern  States  are  also 
employed  in  raising  articles  for  exportation ;  they 
are,  generally,  persons  of  middling  property,  if 
their  crops  are  good,  and  they  can  sell  their  sur- 
plus produce  at  a  fair  price,  they  live  comforta- 
bly ;  but  if  their  crops  are  bad,  or,  which  amounts 
to  the  same  thing,  if  they  cannot  sell  their  sur- 
plus produce,  thej  suffer  the  inconveniences  of 
poverty.  Now,  rrom  the  Treasury  statemeiits 
produced  by  the  gentleman  from  Penosylvaniai 
(Mr.  Seybert,)  it  appears  that  considerabij^  mora 
than  one-half  of  our  domestic  exports,  during  the 
years  1805, 1806,  and  1807,  were  made  to  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies.  Surely  a  trade  so  high- 
ly important  as  this,  a  trade  which  gives  em- 
ployment to  at  least  one-qnarter  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  United  States,  cannot  he  abandoned 
without  producing  the  most  serious  distress;  but 
it  is  highly  important  in  another  point  of  riew. 
Many  of  the  articles  which  we  import  from 
Greal^Britain  are  necessary  to  us ;  they  cannot 
be  obtained  from  any  other  countrv.  If  they 
cannot  be  legalljr  imported  they  will  be  illegally 
introdueed;  their  high  prices  will  operate  as  a 
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«er«r€  tax  opon  oor  citizeosy  will  eaooange  tlie 
peffoiciods,  denioraliziiig  practice  of  smoggliag, 
will  aaoibilate  oar  rcTenae  from  impost  duty, 
and  will  compel  vs  to  have  recourse  to  loaoa  or 
direct  taxes.  Sucli»  sir,  are  the  true  and  unezag- 
gerated  evils  which  must  result  to  this  country 
Irom  BOB^xportation  to  Grreat  Britain  and  her 
colonies.  Let  us  now  consider  how  the  non-im- 
portation of  her  manufactures  would  afiect  her, 
if  it  could  be  carried  strictly  into  eifect ;  and 
here  I  would  observe,  that  I  entertain  ao  doubts 
of  iu  being  highly  for  the  interest  of  Great  Brit- 
gtA  to  preserve  a  good  understanding  with  this 
cowtry,  and  to  keep  our  markets  open  for  her 
nanufactures.  I  only  mean  to  show  that  she 
would  suffer  much  less  distress  from  a  complete 
aon-intercourse  between  the  two  countries,  than 
we  should.  It  is  true  that  a  considerate  portion 
of  ber  sufajecUare  engaged  in  manufactures;  this 
Bortion,  however,  does  not  exceed,  at  mcMt,  one- 
iwirth  of  her  population ;  of  the  articles  aaanu- 
Caetured  there,  fkot  more  than  one-eighth  are  ex- 
ported to  this  country ;  of  course,  a  very  small 
portion  of  her  inhabitants  are  supported  by  the 
trade  with  this  country ;  whereas,  as  I  have  be- 
Ibre  observed*  a  large  proportion  of  our  oitisens 
aiie  supported  by  our  trade  with  Great  Britain— 
l^esides,  with  her  immense  commercial  reaourees, 
ahe  can  obuin  from  other  countries  many  of  the 
raw  materials  with  which  we  usually  supply  her. 
The  last  accounts  from  India  state,  that  there 
were  from  30,000  to  40,000  bales  of  cotton  shipped 
on  board  of  their  country  ships  for  England. 
This  will  very  materially  afiect  the  price  of  our 
Southern  cotton  at  her  markeU,  and  is  the  effect 
of  our  embargo.  In  whatever  light  I  can  view 
this  cdmmereial  warfare  with  Great  Britain,  it 
appears  to  me  to  be  fraught  with  ruin  to  oar- 
aalves. 

I  consider  the  bill  under  diseusstoo  as  a  branch 
of  the  same  restrictive  system  which  has  done 
SIS  so  much  injury.  The  fifth  secuon  is  nothing 
more  oor  less  than  the  renewal  of  the  present 
aniserable  non -intercourse  act,  in  case  Great  Brit- 
ain, should  refuse  our  commerce,  upon  thehumil- 
latiiy  teriDs  on  which  this  bill  ofiers  it  to  her. 
We  uterdict  our  ports  to  her  merchant  vessels, 
of  which,  as  appears  from  the  Treasurer's  reports, 
not  aiore  than  forty  or  fifty  visit  our  ports  in  the 
eoorse  of  a  year;  and  we  thereby  furnish  her 
with  a  pretext  for  excluding  our  merchant  ves- 
ads  from  her  ports,  of  which  from  seven  to  eight 
tendred  go  there  annually,  laden  with  the  pro* 
4«etions  of  this  country.  Is  it  not  putting  infin- 
itely too  much  at  risk  for  so  inconsiderable  an 
object  ?  But,  gentlemen  say,  she  will  not  retal- 
iate, because  it  will  not  be  for  her  interest  to  do 
it.  When  gentlemen  say  this,  do  they  not  mean 
a  temporary  pecuniary  interest?  Has  Great 
Britain  ever  bcSsn  known  to  give  up  an  important 
principle  to  preserve  such  an  interest?  Is  it  not 
all-important  to  her  to  convince  every  nation  on 
earth,  that  they  cannot  subdue  her  bv  a  oommer- 
clal  wartare?  I,  sir,  am  very  apprenensive  that 
ahe  will  paas  eouatervailioff  decrees;  and  if  she 
ahouU  do  it,  ihat  it  will  place  our  couetny  in  a 


much  worse  situation  than  it  now  is.    One  of 

my  colleagues  TMr.  Cotts)  has  stated  that  if  we 
admit  British  skips  they  will  become  the  carriers 
of  all  our  produce ;  because  the  articles  of  cotton 
and  tobacco  pay  much  higher  duties  if  imported 
into  England  in  American  vessels,  than  if  import- 
ed in  British  vessels.  If  the  discriminating  da- 
ties  have  been  made  to  operate  against  us,  it  does 
not  prove  that  this  hill  ought  to  pass,  but  that  the 
law  establishing  them  should  be  repealed.  The 
ffentlemen  from  the  Souihero  States  will  recol- 
lect that  much  of  the  capital  in  the  Eastern 
States  is  now  out  of  employment  and  cannot,  as 
heretofore,  hf;  employed  in  the  importation  aad 
exportation  of  colonial  produce,  for  most  of  the 
colonies  are  in  possession  of  Great  Britain,  and 
almost  all  the  ports  on  the  continent  of  Europe 
are  shut  against  us  bj  the  Emperor  of  France. 
Should  aU  our  restrictions  upon  commerce  be 
taken  off,  much  of  this  capital  would  find  its  waj 
into  the  Southern  States  for  the  purchase  of  their 
produce.  Our  merchants  would  become  the  pur- 
chasers instead  of  the  carriers  of  it,  and  all  the 
risks  would  be  tnnsferred  from  the  planters  to 
them.  This,  in  my  oninion,  would  operate  much 
to  the  advantage  of  tne  planter.  In  every  viev 
of  this  bill,  which  I  am  aole  to  uke,  it  appears  to 
me  that  it  would  be  highly  inexpedient  to  pa<»  it 
with  its  commercial  regulations  and  restrictions. 
When  thissubjectcame  under  discussion,  I  express- 
ed a  hope  that  we  should  discuss  it  with  the  coul 
deliberation  that  its  importance  required,  aod 
vithout  the  interference  of  any  party  considera- 
tions; bat  it  would  appear  from  the  discussioas 
which  have  uken  place,  on  thisaad  other  subjects, 
as  if  Great  Britain  were  the  only  nation  tliat  i^ 
doing  us  any  injury.  I  would  seriously  ask  gen- 
tlemen, if  the  Berlin,  MilffH,  and  Bayonoe  de- 
crees are  not  more  outrageous  violations  of  our 
national  rights  than  the  British  Orders  in  Coaa« 
cil  ?  I  would  seriously  ask,  whether  the  seques- 
tration of  American  property  in  ports  under  the 
government  or  control  of  France;  the  iadii^ 
criminate  capture  of  our  vessels;  the  ransomii 
some  as  a  sort  of  cartels ;  the  burning  of  other 
the  sending  in  of  others  for  condemnation,  ai 
the  imprisonment  of  our  seamen,  are  not  mc 
hostile  practices  than  any  that  Great  Briuin 
guilty  of  toward  us?  Great  Britain  is  coiited 
ing  for  her  naiional  existence,  and  to  main t a 
the  dominion  of  the  ocean-*^ould  that  domini< 
be  wrested  from  her  without  endangering 
own  country,  I  might  rejoice  at  it:  but  she 
engaged  in  a  contest  with  an  enemy  who  is  fig[ 
ing  tor  the  dominion  of  both  land  and  s( 
Should  he  comp^^l  her  to  make  peace  on  su( 
terms  as  he  would  prescribe,  in  my  opinion  t| 
liberty  and  the  independence  of  this  counti 
would  be  in  the  most  imminent  hazard,  and] 
should  consider  the  utter  destruction  of  the  in  hi 
itants  of  this  country  a  small  calamity  in  co| 
parisoD  with  their  subjection  to  that  cruel 
unrelenting  military  despotism  under  which  m( 
of  the  wretched  inoabiunts  of  Europe  are  n( 
suffering  such  unexampled  distress. 
Mr.  Sa£FF£Y.^Mr.  Speaker^  in  supporting  t] 
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bill  on  jroor  table,  I  shall  not  auempt  to  show 
that  it  IS  the  best  measure  that  eaa  possibly  be 
adopted;  for,  under  present  circomstaoces,  the 
^test  difficoley  attends  legfislattnjp  on  any  sub- 
ject touchiog  our  foreigja  relations.  Even  in  o^di- 
nary  times  it  is  impossible  lo  anticipate  certainly 
the  effects  of  every  measure.  The  best  practical 
statesmen,  conscientiously  acting  for  the  public 
good;  cannot  always  foresee  what  will  hi  the 
operation  of  the  measures  he  adopts.  Experience, 
the  surest  guide,  often  deceires  those  who  are 
gaided  by  it ;  this  is  more  particularly  possible 
sow,  when  we  are  legislating  for  a  crisis,  which, 
perhaps,  has  not  its  parallel  in  the  history  of  the 
world.  We  need  only  to  look  ba<;k  for  two  or 
three  years,  and  we  shall  have  aWndant  proof  of 
what  I  say.  The  embargo  and  other  measures 
were  adopted  (I  doubt  not)  with  the  beat  inten- 
tions; their  friends  conceived  that  the  real  inter- 
est of  the  country  depended  en  their  adoption ; 
yet  experience  has  shown,  that  however  correct 
those  who  advocated  them  generally  are  in  their 
opiaioBs,  that,  in  relation  to  these  measures,  they 
were  mistaken,  and  that  that  which  might  have 
answered  for  other  tiroes,  does  1)ot  suit  the  pres- 
ent. I  have  made  these  observations  aa  an  apol- 
ogy for  my  error,  should  I  be  mistaken  in  the 
opmion  which  I  hate  formed  on  this  subject. 

i  will  proceed  to  consider  the  subject,  as  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  and  must  apologize  for  the  extended 
and.  perhaps,  desultory  view  I  shall  take  of  it.  I 
will  examine  those  measures  which  have  been 
Qrged  or  offered  as  substitutes  for  this,  and  at- 
tempt to  show  that  they  are  inexpedient  at  this 
time,  and  that  the  bill  before  you  contains  pro- 
risions  practical,  poper,  and  expedient. 

It  has  been  objected  to  this  bill,  on  one  side, 
that  it  is  not  sufficiently  energetic,  and,  on  the 
ether,  that  it  is  too  enerjpetic,  and  a  con  tin  nation 
(in  a  different  sharpe)  of  that  system  of  oommer- 
eial  restrictions,  which  experience  has  proved  de- 
structive to  our  own  interest.  Those  who  have 
declared  that  this  bill  is  too  feeble,  have  told  us 
that  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  act,  and  some 
of  them  have  recommended  measures  leading 
directly  to  war.  if  that  be  the  true  policy  of  this 
coaotry,  then  the  bill  before  you  ought  not  to  be 
adopted ;  for  nothing  could  be  more  inexpedient 
ei  improper  than  to  send  our  property  on  the 
ocean  at  the  moment  we  are  about  declaring  war. 
If  the  sense  of  the  majority  be  to  adopt  meas- 
ures of  hostility;,  this  bill  ought  to  be  r«gected, 
and  we  ought  immediately  to  lay  an  embargo, 
coupled  with  a  declaration  of  war.  It  is,  there- 
lore,  proper  to  inquire,  whether  that  be  expedient? 
If  so,  we  ought  not  to  pass  this  bill ;  if  it  is,  bow- 
ever,  shown  that  such  a  cotrrse  would  be  improp- 
er, one  objection  to  the  bill,  under  consideration, 
will  be  done  away. 

I  will,  therefore,  sir,  il»quire  whether,  under 
existing  eircnmstances,  it  is  compatible  with  the 
interest  and  prosperity  of  this  nation,  to  change 
our  peaceful  attitude  for  that  Of  war  ?  I  have 
heard  it  said  that,  on  such  occasiotas,  you  ought 
not  to  pursue  the  narrow  dictates  of  prudence, 
or  consult  the  contracted  counsels  of  deliberate 


judgment ;  but  that,  as  yoUr  national  honor  ia 
concerned,  you  should  defend  it  at  every  hazard^ 
if  you  even  should  precipitate  your  co«ntry  into 
rum.  I,  however,  presume,  sir,  that  a  measure  of 
such  magnitude,  which  may  ha  unsnceessful,  in 
which  is  involved  the  very  existence  of  the  so* 
cial  compact,  oueht  to  be  the  offspringof  our  cool- 
est reflections.  Shall  we  rashly  engage  in  a  con- 
flict which  may  inundate  the  country  in  blood? 
Shall  we  hazard  the  independence  and  liberties 
of  this  nation,  which  are  involved  in  the  issue, 
without  reflecting  on  the  possible  conseqnencea  1 
For  my  own  part,  I  consider  it  correct,  on  a  ques- 
tioa  50  important,  (most  of  all  others,)  to  delib- 
erate and  reflect,  and  not  to  permit  myself  to  be 
stimulated  by  passion,  to  plunge  the  nation  into 
a  war,  the  consequences  of  which  may  be  so  fa- 
tal. Our  conclusions  shonld  be  the  result  of  sober 
reflection. 

I  am  one  of  those,  sir,  who  consider  that  the 
very  nature  of  our  Qo vernraent  is  hostile  to  war* 
Let  me  not  be  understood  as  advocating  the  doo- 
triae  that  we  are  incapable  of  going  to  war  on 
any  occasion,  or  that  the  Government  has  not 
sufficient  energy  within  itself,  or  means  at  its 
command,  to  prosecute  a  war  successfally.  There 
are  great  (but  few)  ocoasions  when  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary and  when  it  will  be  successful ;  but  I 
speak  of  ordinary  occasions.  To  make  war  suc- 
cessful there  must  be  cetopeteat  means,  and  en* 
ergy  and  promptitude  in  their  application.  Thia 
cannot  be  expected,  except  in  some  few  instances, 
in  a  Government  like  ours,  composed  of  depart- 
ments, and  containing  checks  and  balances. 
With  us  the  power  to  declare  war  and  to  provide 
the  means,  is  in  the  Legislature.  The  direction 
of  the  means  and  the  manner  of  prosecuting  the 
war,  belongs  to  the  Executive.  This  division  of 
power  has  a  tendency,  on  many  occasions,  to  im- 
pair that  energy  so  iiraispensableHo  the  successful 
issue  of  a  war.  It  is  true  that  the  theory  of  the 
British  Gk>vernmettt  contains  checks  and  balances, 
the  House  of  Commons  can  control  the  royal  pre- 
rogative, by  withholding  supplies,  but,  in  practice, 
it  has  all  the  enerffy  of  a  despotism,  because  those 
who  are  to  furnish  the  means,  are,  on  most  occa^ 
sions,  at  the  command  of  those  who  apply  them : 
but  that  is  aot  the  case  (and  I  hope  never  will  be) 
with  OS.  As  long  as  we  are  free,  everv  depart'- 
ment  must  act  on  its  own  conviction  of  propria- 
ty,  and  this  has  a  tendency  to  impair  that  energy 
and  promptitude  which  oharacterixe  despotic 
Gtovernments. 

In  a  Government  like  odi^,  war  must  originate 
with  the  people.  Ordinary  subjects  receive  their 
origin  and  character  with  us,  and  the  public  sen* 
timent  follows ;  but  war  must  be  decided  on  by' 
the  people  before  we  dare  venture  to  declaim  it. 
I  mean  there  must  be  something  like  a  general 
^though  it  may  not  be  universal)  impulse  in  ita 
favor  communicated  through  os  as  conductora. 
We  must  follow,  instead  of  leading,  the  pnbKc 
opinion.  Is  this  the  state  of  things  at  this  time? 
Is  there  anything  before  you  to  eviuee  the  deter^ 
minaiion  of  tfa«  mass  of  your  population  in  favor 
of  immediato  \ntl    For  my  own  part,  I  hare 
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seen  and  felt  nothing  to  justify  such  a  conclusion. 
Tou  have  heard  the  buzzing  of  insects,  which 
has  been  mistaken  for  the  public  voice.  There 
are  clamorous  men  who  would  feast  on  the  spoils 
of  the  country,  who  cry  out  for  war;  but  the 
yeomanry,  the  valuable  class  of  the  community, 
who  earn  their  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brows, 
are  for  peace.  What  would  be  the  consequence 
of  precipitating  the  nation  into  hostilities  in  this 
state  of  division  of  the  public  opinion,  as  to  its 
policy  or  necessity  ?  Is  there  any  prospect  that, 
under  such  circumstances,  you  would  be  able  to 
prosecute  it  with  effect  and  success  ?  There  al- 
ways will  be,  in  a  Gk)vernment  like  this,  an  ever 
waking,  vigilant  opposition  to  those  who  conduct 
the  public  measures ;  who, -aided  by  the  freedom 
of  discussion,  and  the  liberty  and  even  licentious- 
ness of  the  press,  will  easily  persuade  the  people 
that  the  war  which  was  begun  without  their 
wish,  and  for  the  prosecution  of  which  they  stand 
not  pledged,  'is  unnecessary  and  ruinous;  and 
those  who  were  the  majority,  and  who  commenc- 
ed the  war,  will,  in  a  little  time,  see  themselves 
in  a  minority.  Those  wbo  came  into  power  upon 
these  principles  must  give  the  expected  boon  at 
all  hazards;  they  must  give  the  country  peace  at 
any  price,  if  attainable.  Thus,  if  we  should  pro- 
ceed to  extremities  in  this  thoughtless  manner, 
Jou  will  very  probably,  at  the  end  of  two  years, 
ave  a  majority  in  this  House  who  are  decidedly 
opposed  to  a  continuance  of  the  war,  and,  after 
having  made  a  sacrifice  of  thousands  of  our  best 
citizens,  and  exhausted  a  portion  of  your  ener- 
gies, you  will  be  compelled  to  relinquish,  in  the 
shape  of  conventional  stipulations,  the  very  prin- 
ciple for  which  you  have  contended,  and  ratify 
the  British  Orders  in  Council  in  thesolemn  form 
of  a  treaty.  This  is  the  natural  course  of  things ; 
instances  occur  even  in  the  history  of  that  coun- 
try from  which  we  have  derived  the  principles  of 
our  public  institutions,  where  the  voice  of  the 
people  is  much  less  powerful  than  here.  Sir, 
have  you  not  there  seen  a  high-handed  despotic 
Ministry  driven  from  their  places  by  the  public 
voice,  and  substituted  by  their  opponents,  the  pre- 
tended or  real  friends  of  peace,  who  are  ready  to 
sacrifice  the  very  principle  for  which  the  war 
was  gone  intb?  Is  the  opposition  there  more 
powerful,  or  here  less  vigilant?  Sir,  whenever 
you  go  to  war,  take  with  you  the  hearts  of  all 
your  people.  Act  as  their  agents  in  giving  effect 
to  their  wishes.  Then  you  will  have  every  man 
in  the  community  pledged,  you  will  have  even 
the  opposition  pledged  to  go  hand  in  hand  with 
you,  and  then  it  is  probable  a  war  may  be  suc- 
cessful if  you  have  the  other  necessary  means. 

^  There  are  other  dangers  to  be  apprehended  in- 
cident to  a  state  of  war  at  this  time.  A  war,  to 
be  effectual,  ought  to  be  energetic ;  much  is  to 
be  apprehended  from  suddenly  changing  the  state 
of  debility  and  relaxation  in  which  we  now  are 
for  the  opposite  extreme.  No  longer  than  a  year 
ago,  (I  regret  that  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  pro- 
nounce it,)  you  have  witnessed,  in  the  bosom  of 
your  country,  organized  opposition  to  the  execu- 
tlofk  of  your  laws,  not  set  on  foot  by  a  few  law- 


less individuals,  but  bjr  the  authority  of  two  great 
States,  and  that  with  impunity.  So  little  attach- 
ment is  then  manifested  to  freedom,  and  so  little 
fear  and  respect  entertained  for  the  authority  of 
this  Government!    If  you  go  to  war,  you  must 
bring  your  Go veru met) t  bacK  from  this  state  of 
laxity,  you  must  infuse  into  it  an  artificial  energy 
by  strong  measures,  which,  as  all  things  have  a 
tendency  to  go  from  one  extreme  to  the  other, 
may  drive  you  to  despotism.    It  may  not  be  con- 
sidered consistent  witn  the  public  safety  to  permit 
the  citizens  to  exercise  their  rights,  which  (they 
sometimes  abuse)  in  the  same  extent  as  in  times 
of  tranquillity  and  peace.    To  make  your  meas- 
ures effectual,  you  must  adopt  something  like  re- 
strictions on  the  liberty  of  the  people,  and  thus 
at  the  close  of  a  war  you  might  have  the  shadow 
of  a  free  Constitution,  but,  in  substance,  a  des- 
potism.   As  I  wish  this  Government  to  be  per- 
petual, to  sink  only  with  time,  and  to  be  lost  only 
when  everything  sublunary  shall  be  destroyed,  I 
cannot  consent  to  plunge  the  country  headlong 
into  this  hazardous  state.    In  addition  to  these 
reasons  you  ought  to  know  that  you  have  at  your 
command  the  means  necessary  to  prosecute  a  war. 
As  you  have  no  actual  means  in  your  hands,  yoa 
must  depend  on  taxation  or  loans.    In  the  ab- 
sence of  all  commerce,  are  you  able  to  extract 
from  the  people  sums  sufficient  to  pay  the  ex- 
penses of  a  war  establishment?    Is  this  possibly 
to  be  expected  from  a  people  who  have  been 
taught  that  they  are  to  pay  nothing  for  the  sup* 
port  of  Government,  but  that  they  are  to  have  it 
administered  without  paying  for  it?    Can  you 
extract  fifty  millions  a  year  from  them  ?     We 
are  told,  however,  that  the  public  credit  stands 
high,  and  that  we  may  resort  to  loan?.    But  gen- 
tlemen ought  to  reflect  on  the  consequences  of 
such  a  course.    If  we  engage  in  a  war,  we  ought 
not  to  be  parsimonious  in  the  means,  and  I  under- 
take to  say,  that  the  expenditure  of  fif\y  millions 
per  annum  would  produce  a  very  limited  military 
and  naval  establishment.    Thus,  in  a  few  years, 
our  national  debt  would  be  increased  several' hun- 
dred millions.    For  my  own  part,  I  consider  the 
system  of  loaning  as  the  most  pernicious  to  carry 
on  a  war,  and  it  nas  been  generally  so  considered 
until  of  late.    We  do  the  injustice  to  posterity 
of  compelling  them  to  bear  tne  burden  incident 
to  their  own  situation,  and  the  expenses  of  oar 
own  wars  are  also  thrown  upon  tnem.    We  go 
on,  step  by  step,  without  sensibly  feeling  the    in- 
crease of  each  particular  burden,  until  we  shall 
have  arrived  in  that  situation  in  which  England 
now  finds  herself,  when  every  necessary  of  life 
must  be  taxed  to  an  enormous  amount,  to  pay  the 
annuities  to  the  public  creditor;  besides^the  evils 
which  arise  from' the  immense  patronage  incident 
to  a  large  public  debt  ought  not  (o  be  disregard- 
ed.   Under  every  view  of  the  subject,  I  cannot 
consent  to  adopt  any  course  which  shall  directly 
or  indirectly  lead  us  to  war.    The  present  state 
of  the  world  is  unexampled.    Was  it  as  it  has 
been,  twenty  years  ago,  there  would  be  more  pro- 
priety in  yielding  to  the  impulse  of  our  notions  of 
honor,    ^ut  the  civilized  world  is  divided  be- 
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tween  two  great  nations,  one  exercising  absolute 
domioioD  on  the  land,  and  the  other  on  the  ocean, 
and  contending  for  the  monopoly  of  commerce. 
Would  it  be  proper,  at  such  a  time,  when  so  near- 
ly balanced,  to  throw  our  weight  into  the  scale 
of  either?  We  have  weight,  or  we  hare  none; 
if  we  bare  none,  we  need  to  make  no  parade 
tboQt  it ;  if  we  have,  would  it  be  prudent,  by 
throwing  it  on  the  side  of  either,  to  destroy  that 
equilibrium  in  which  is  inrolved  our  security? 
Gentlemen  say  we  need  not  fear  the  power  of 
France  on  account  of  our  local  position.  I  have 
no  confidence  of  that  kind.  I  ar^ue  from  the 
nature  of  man.  The  thirst  for  dominion,  like  the 
thirst  for  money,  is  increased  by  gratification.  If 
wesbould  assist  Napoleon  in  humbling  England, 
I  cannot  believe  that  we  should  either  enjoy  the 
"liberties  of  the  seas,"  or  that  he  would  turn  his 
ejres  to  other  quarters  of  the  globe  and  let  us 
alone.  Neither  have  I  any  reliance  on  the  mag- 
naniroity  of  England.  She  is  in  pursuit  of  mo* 
nopoly,  and  if  we  engage  on  either  side  we  must 
be  sacrificed  to  this  monopolizing  spirit,  on  the 
one  band,  or  of  dominion  on  the  other.  In  this 
eooflict,  between  the  lion  and  the  tiger,  is  it  pru* 
dent  to  aid  either  in  the  destruction  of  the  other, 
that  we  may  become  a  prey,  in  our  turn,  to  the 
conqueror?  I  presume,  sir,  ordinary  prudence 
would  dictate  a  different  courae.  If  there  existed 
that  balance  of  power,  either  fanciful  or  real, 
which  once  existed  in  Europe,  there  would  not 
be  the  same  danger,  but,  under  the  existing  state 
of  things,  it  is  much  better  to  submit  to  jNirtial 
erils,  than,  by  attempting  to  remedy  them,  intro- 
duce great  and  general  ones ;  and,  if  necessary, 
eren  to  submit  to  a  temporary  suspension  of  our 
rights  rather  than  to  have  them  entirely  destroy* 
ed.  I  am,  therefore,  not  for  going  to  war ;  every 
idea  of  prudence  and  security  forbids  it.  I  am 
not  for  taking  any  step  that  leads  to  it  indirectly, 
for  I  had  rather  come  out  boldly  at  once  than 
adopt  any  measure  leading  indirectly  to  the  same 
object. 

One  gentleman,  (Mr.  Setbbrt.)  if  I  have  in- 
ferred rightly  from  his  speech,  has  objected  to  this 
bill,  not  because  we  ought  to  go  to  war,  but  that 
we  ought  to  withdraw  from  the  ocean  entirely. 
He  has  told  us  that  we  have  resources  within 
oarselres,  and  that  the  energies  of  this  country 
ought  to  be  employed  in  manufactures.  Sir.  it  is 
mnch  easier  to  say  what  ought  to  be  done  than  to 
do  it ;  to  imagine  how  the  prosperity  of  a  nation 
may  be  (yromoled,  than  practically  to  promote  it. 
It  is  not  in  the  power  of  eren  a  despotic  Govern- 
ment  to  change  the  habits  and  pursuits  of  a  na- 
tion, much  less  so  when  the  Government  ema- 
nates from  the  public  sentiment.  You  may  legis- 
late on  any  subject,  but,  if  your  measures  oppose 
the  general  habits,  pursuits,  and  sentiments  of  the 
people,  you  will  find  them  disregarded  and  de- 
feated. You  may  say  a  poition  of  the  people 
ahall  become  manufacturers,  but  your  determina- 
tion will  not  be  carried  into  efiect,  at  least,  not 
speedily.  In  a  nation,  each  individual  will  pur- 
sue his  own  interest;  and  with  us,  I  hesitate  not 
to  say  the  predominant  interest  is  and  ought  to  be 


the  agricultural.  It  is  only  in  countries  where 
there  is  a  redundant  population  that  the  manu- 
facturing system  can  oe  established  with  success. 
When  the  price  of  labor  is  so  high  and  land  so 
abondant  and  cheap,  it  is  not  for  the  Legislature, 
but  for  necessity  and  interest  to  direct  the  course 
which  the  general  employment  shall  take.  Thia 
is  an  agricultural  nation,  its  interest  requires  it 
should  remain  so,  and  commerce  is  necessary  to 
the  prosperity  of  agriculture.  As  long  as  it  re- 
mains so,  the  people  will  have  commerce  if  it  is 
attainable;  you  may  legislate  and  interdict  as 
long  as  you  please,  but  you  will  not  be  able  to 
divert  the  people  from  their  interests,  and  before 
you  will  be  able  to  effect  a  change  in  them,  they 
will  have  changed  you. 

For  my  own  part.  I  should  deem  it  a  subject 
much  to  be  regretted  if  our  country,  through  ne^ 
cessity,  should  be  compelled  to  pursue  the  course 

Pointed  out  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania.  I  believe  this  Government  to  be* 
dependent  on  our  habitsand  manners;  the  virtae 
of  our  people  results  from  their  independent  sitti' 
ations;  the  moment  you  make  one-half  of  the 
nation  manufacturers  you  destroy  that  independ- 
ence, and  consequently  impair  their  public  virtue* 
Look  at  the  manfacturing  institutions  in  Europe ; 
do  those  employed  in  tbem  compose  the  materi- 
als for  freemen  ?  Do  they  possess  that  intelli- 
gence, virtue,  or  public  spirit,  which  would  make 
them  the  safe  depositaries  of  the  powers  of  the 
Government  and  the  rights  of  the  nation  ?  No, 
sir,  whenever  we  become  such  a  people,  the  bands 
of  Government  must  be  drawn  tight.  Energetic 
laws,  inconsistent  with  the  genius  of  a  free  Con- 
stitution, must  be  adopted  to  rule  us,  and  the 
principles  of  liberty  will  be  overthrown.  When 
I  speak  thus,  let  me  not  be  understood  as  includ- 
ing in  my  remarks  domestic  and  other  manufac- 
tures made  in  our  country,  they  will  and  ought 
to  exist ;  but  I  speak  of  great  manufacturing  es- 
tablishments, where  thousands  are  dependent  on 
the  will  of  a  few  great  capitalists ;  it  is  in  such 
a  state  of  society  that  the  Gkiveroment  must  of 
necessity  become  the  mere  shadow  of  freedom. 
Some  gentlemen  have  intimated  that  we  ought 
to  carry  the  non-intercourse  system  into  effect ; 
what  I  have  already  said  will  equally  apply  to 
this  part  of  the  subject.  The  people  will  have 
commerce — their  habits  and  interests  lead  them 
that  way,  and  nothing  but  imperious  necessity 
will  drive  them  from  it.  It  must  be  a  combina- 
tion of  circumstances,  and  not  thedictums  of  le- 
gislation, that  will  induce  them  to  relinquish  it ; 
hence,  such  a  system  as  the  non-intercourse  will 
not  bt  obeyed.  I  have  attempted  to  show  that  it 
is  inexpedient  to  go  to  war;  that  our  pursuits  and 
interests  require  foreign  commerce,  and  conse- 
quently that  the  non-intercourse  system  is  incor- 
rect in  principle  and  impracticable  in  practice. 
Is  it  proper,  then,  to  adopt  the  system  recom- 
mended by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House;  to  permit  the  belligerents  to  participate  to 
the  utmost  extent  in  that  commerce,  which  I 
have  attempted  to  show  to  be  necessary?  Does 
even  liberality  dictate  to  us,  when  we  havereceiv- 
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ed  Dothtng  but  injustice  from  foreign  Dacions, 
time  we  should  open  our  ports  to  the  admission  of 
their  vessels?  I  presume,  sir,  our  duty  requires 
tlmt  we  should  make  that  commerce  which  we 
must  haTe,  as  beneficial  to  our  people  as  is  in  our 
power,  and  that  can  be  effected  only  by  throwing 
the  whole  benefit  of  our  commerce  and  the  nav- 
igation necessary  to  carry  it  on  into  their  own 
bands  If  this  question  was  presented,  clear  of 
the  shackles  which  gentlemen  bare  hung  upon 
it,  there  is  not  an  American  who  would  say  that 
the  profits  of  our  naTigation,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, should  be  divided  with  foreign  na- 
tions. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  plan  proposed  is  imprac- 
ticable, and  that  it  is  theiefore  improper  to  adopt. 
Let  me  here  observe  that  whatever  may  be  the 
effect  of  this  bill,  we  oaniiot  be  in  a  worse  situa- 
tion than  we  are  now.  If  Great  Britain  should 
retaliate  to  the  full  extent,  we  shall  just  be  where 
this  bill  found  us ;  and  such  an  event  wouM  only 
prove  what  we  have  frequently  experienced,  that 
a  measure  intended  to  produce  good  has  produced 
none.  It  will  produce  no  evil.  But  I  shall  at- 
tempt to  show  that  retaliation  or  correspondent 
restrictive  measures  are  not  to  be  apprehended  on 
the  part  of  England.  If  she  countervails,  her 
restrictions  will  be  in  one  of  three  ways :  1.  By 
interdicting  our  vessels  from  entering  her  har- 
bors. 2.  By  permitting  us  to  takeaway  her  man- 
ufactures and  productions  in  our  own  vessels,  but 
preventing  them  from  importing  into  her  domin* 
ions  in  Europe  the  products  of  the  United  States, 
eataUishing  places  of  deposiie  in  her  American 
colonies,  where  they  would  be  received.  Or,  3.  By 
discriminating  duties. 

It  is  a  principle  that  cannot  be  dented,  that  na- 
tions, like  individuals,  are  generally  guided  by 
their  interests;  and,  perhaps,  no  nation  under- 
stands better  how  to  promote  hers  than  Great 
Britain.  In  anticipating  the  course  which  she 
will  pursue,  in  relation  to  this  measure,  it  is  im- 
portant to  know  what  effect  any  given  project 
will  have  upon  her  interest ;  for,  although  she  may 
sometimes  sacrifice  her  interests  to  her  pride,  yet 
this  is  not  the  general  course  of  things.  If  she 
should  adopt  correspondent  countervailing  re- 
strictions to  the  full  extent  embraced  by  this  bill, 
it  will  establish  a  complete  non-intercourse  be- 
tween the  two'natioos,  not  effected  by  our  meas- 
ures, but  dependent  on  her  will  and  consummated 
by  her  act.  Is  it  the  interest  of  England  to  effect 
this  object — or  is  she  not  very  much  interested  in 
preventing  it  ?  She  aims  to  become  the  manu- 
facturer of  the  world,  and  to  carrv  her  commerce 
to  every  region.  It  is  indispensably  necessary,  to 
enable  her  subjects  to  bear  the  burdens  imposed 
upon  themi^that  there  should  be  a  brisk  circula- 
tion of  their  capital,  and  that  no  part  of  it  should 
be  unemployed — for  the  moment  that  is  the  case, 
you  deprive  the  capitalist,  and  all  dependent  on 
ntm,  ot  the  means  of  paying  their  portions  of  the 
public  contributions.  6or  imports  from  England 
and  her  dependencies,  before  the  embargo,  f  pre- 
sume, amounted  nearly  tc  forty  millions  of  dol- 
lars.   Would  the  deprivation  of  a  market  for  her 


manufactures,  to  that  amount,  not  seriously  sffeet 
her  interest  1  I  answer,  it  cannot  be  denied.  It 
is,  however,  aatd,  she  will  depend  on  smuggliog 
her  goods  into  this  country.  This,  to  a  certain 
extent,  is  unquestionably  true ;  but  it  isequflllv 
true  that  the  importation  of  English  goods  will 
be  much  less  during  a  period  of  exclusion  tfaaa 
in  the  same  period  when  the  importation  is  freely 
permitted.  Although  some  may  violate  the  law. 
all  will  not.  The  honest  merchant  will  not 
employ  his  capital  in  smuggling;  and  as  the 
whole  mercantile  capital  is,  perhaps,  but  equal  to 
the  ordinary  amount  of  importation  when  uore* 
strained<»it  followtf^  that  a  portion  being  with- 
drawn from  that  object,  it  must  necessarily  cr^ 
ate  a  correspondent  diminution  in  the  importatiofi. 
or  British  merchants  must  confide  their  goods  to 
persons  unworthy  of  credit.  Besides,  if  these 
difficulties  shall  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  a  direct 
and  fair  commerce  on  the  part  of  England,  maof 
of  our  citizens  would  naturally  incline  to  pur- 
chase less  of  the  luxuries,  and  provide  themselves, 
from  their  own  domestic  resources,  more  of  the 
necessaries  of  life.  These  causes  would  tend. 
very  much,  to  diminish  the  importation  of  Brit' 
ish  manufactures. 

But,  it  has  been  said,  Great  Britain  will  adopt 
the  second  expedient,  which  I  have  stated,  by 
which  means  she  will  become  the  carrier  of  oar 
raw  and  bulky  produce,  which  requires  much 
tonnaj^e,  and  leave  to  the  American  shipping  the 
carrying  of  her  manufactures,  which  requires 
com'parativelv  but  little.  Her  interest  is  equally 
opposed  to  the  adoption  of  this  systeoa.  The 
American  produce  by  this  means  would,  after  at 
least  one  reshipment,  find  its  way,  by  a  eircuit- 
oos  voyage,  to  the  British  dominions  in  Europe: 
The  expense  and  uncertainty  of  such  a  trade 
must  greatly  lessen  the  price  to  the  grower,  and 
deprive  him  of  a  portion  of  the  means  to  pur- 
chase English  goods.  The  freight  of  a  cargo  of 
British  manufactures  would  be  double  its  ordi- 
nary amount,  as  every  vessel  must  sail  from  this 
country  in  ballast,  and  consequently  the  price 
would  be  greatly  enhanced  to  the  consumer. 
This  again  would  lessen  the  consumption,  as  it 
must  be  a  conceded  point,  that,  in  proportion  as 
any  article  increases  in  price,  in  the  same  propor- 
tion the  amount  of  consumption  decreases;  those 
who  are  still  able  to  purchase  will  do  with  less, 
and  many  who  before  were  able  to  purchase  are 
disabled  by  the  increased  prices.  Discrimitiat- 
ing  duties  on  our  domestic  produce,  in  the  ports 
of  Gh'eat  Britain,  would  hare  precisely  a  sim- 
ilar effect  with  the  countervailing  principle  I 
have  just  considered.  They  must  eitnerfall  on 
the  British  manufacturer,  or  on  the  goods  he 
manufactures,  or  on  the  American  grower.  I  am 
inclined  to  think  they  would,  in  the  first  instance, 
fall  on  the  latter,  until  he  would  be  induced,  for 
want  of  meeting  with  liberal  prices,  to  produce 
less  of  the  articles  of  which  Ch'eat  Britain  stands 
in  need,  or  manufacture,  out  of  his  own  materi* 
als,  those  articles  in  his  own  family,  which  he 
was  in  the  habit  of  purchasing.  Thrs  would  di 
minish  the  competition  in  the  English  market^ 
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(he  eoDsei)aeDce  of  which  must  be  ao  increase  of 
the  prices  of  oar  produce;  this  woold  affect  the 
maoufactorer,  bjr  dimiaishing  the  wages  of  his 
labor  or  eohaoce  the  price  of  g^ds.  In  aoy 
eTeat,  however,  the  British  manufacturer  and 
merchant  mast  be  very  much  affected,  either  di- 
rectly by  lessening  tbeir  proOts,  or  indirectly  by  di- 
mioishing  the  eoDsumption,  which  keeps  a  portion 
of  their  capital  and  hands  uneipployed,  and  ter- 
miaates  fa  the  same  result*  Besides,  it  may  truly 
be  said,  that  all  these  dreaded  counteryailing  re- 
itrictioas  would  operate  as  boanties  to  the  dtHnes- 
tic  msDufactores  of  the  United  States. 

This  bill  has  been  attacked  as  a  measure  of 
submission.  I  cannot  view  it  in  that  light.  If  it  is 
a  measure  of  submission,  you  long  since  submitted. 
It  is  enough,  to  say,  however,  tliat  it  does  not 
cootaiD  a  stipulation  that  noioing  else  shall  be 
dooe;  we  are  not  yet  arrived  at  the  point  when 
stronger  measures  are  necessary.  The  President 
has  told  us  that  the  door  of  negotiation  is  still 
open.  I  Tiew  this  as  a  policy  to  regulate  our 
coBiiaeree  until  ciroumstaoces  shall  require  some- 
thing further. 

Ob  the  other  band,  this  bill  has  been  stigma* 
tized  with  the  odiom  of  the  embargo  and  non-in- 
tercourse. It  docs  not  possess  a  single  feature  of 
either.  What  were  they  ?  They  were  restric- 
tions on  the  enterprise  and  industry  of  our  own 
eitizens,  antl  not  of  foreigirers  alone,  and  on  that 
grouod  t)iey  were  objected  to;  but  there  fs  no 
loch  restriction  in  this  bill;  our  own  citizens  may 
direct  their  enterprise  to  every  quarter  of  the 
globe. 

Bat  that  part  of  the  bill  w'hich  prevents  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  merchandise,  except  directly 
from  the  place  of  their  growth  or  manufacture, 
has  been  ooDstdered  asrestrictive  on  the  enterprise 
of  our  own  citizens.  Generally  speaking,  I  pre- 
sume every  merchant  consulting  his  own  interest, 
is  order  to  enable  himself  to  come  in  compe- 
tition with  others,  will  prefer  importing  his  mer- 
ehaadise  directly  from  the  place  of  its  growth  or 
manufactare.  It  will  moreover  be  observed,  that 
tbis  part  of  the  system  is  necessary,  to  give  effect 
to  other  parts  ;  tor  without  it,  there  would  have 
been  an  invitation  to  England  to  adopt  eounter- 
letiDg  restrietions.  It  is  merely  auxiliary  to  the 
pTovisions  contained  in  the  third  and  fourth  sec- 
tions of  the  bill,  and  although  in  a  few  instances 
it  may  be  injnrioos,  yet  it  is  correspondent  to  the 
general  course  of  trade  and  the  interest  of  the 
merchant,  and  partial  and  minute  inconveniences 
oogfat  not  to  be  brought  in  opposition  to  a  mea- 
sore  calculated  to  promote  the  general  good.  It 
appears  therefore  to  me  that  this  bill,  which  leaves 
commerce  unfestricted,  so  far  as  the  interest  of 
oor  merchants  is  concerned,  which  prohibits  the 
participation  of  foreigners,  who  have  injured  and 
iosulted  us,  and  which  their  interests  forbid  them 
to  countervail,  ought  to  pass. 

It  has  been  objected  to  this  bill  that  it  will  in- 
doee  England  to  perpetuate  her  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil. If  this  conclusion  is  correct,  it  is  certainly  a 
very  strong  argument  against  its  adoption,  pro- 
vided gentlemen  could  prove  that  if  this  measore 


be  not  adopted,  she  will  rescind  them.  But  we 
have  positive  proof  to  the  contrary,  in  the  repeated 
declarations  of  that  Government.  You  have 
heard  it  very  recently  from  her  Representative, 
in  an  official  form,  that  the  object  of  the  Orders 
in  Council  must  be  effected  in  some  way,  either 
by  conventional  stipulations  or  by  their  own  op- 
eration. The  argument  then  is  reduced  to  this 
shape;  without  this  bill  you  have  the  Orders  in 
Council  certainly,  with  it  you  can  only  have  them. 
This  I  consider  an  answer  to  the  only  objection 
orffed  by  the  honorable  gen  tlemaV)  from  Maryland 
(Nlr.  Key,)  for  certainly  to  make  his' argument 
impressive  be  ought  to  have  shown  that  England 
without  this  bill  would  find  it  her  interest  or  pol- 
icy to  repeal  the  Orders  in  Council.  This  argu- 
ment therefore  has  no  effect  on  my  mind.  Indeed 
the  strongest  objection  that  I  have  heard  to  this 
bill  is,  the  possibility  of  Great  Britain  adopting 
countervailing  restrictions.  These  I  have  endea- 
vored to  show  it  will  not  be  her  policy,  because  it 
is  not  her  interest,  to  adopt.  And  I  think  it  has 
been  clearly  demonstrated  by  the  honorable 
member  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Key)  that  we  need 
to  be  under  no  apprehension  on  that  score. 

Under  every  view  of  the  subject,  it  appears  to 
me  that  this  measure  ought  to  be  adopted.  If 
measures  of  defence  shall  be  necessary,  Ishall  unite 


measui^.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  unwilling  at 
this  time  to  proceed  to  extremities ;  our  true  in- 
terest is  in  the  continuance  of  peace. 

Mr.  Sawyer  said  he  did  not  rfse  at  this  time  for 
the  purpose  of  detaining  the  House,  but  merely 
to  answer  one  or  two  interrogatories  that  had 
been  propounded  to  him  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  (Mr.  Micojr.)  That  gentleman 
has  repeatediv  asked  how  this  bill  ts  submission 
more  than  the  embargo  and  non-intercourse  7 
The  answer  is  easily  made.  The  embargo  spoke 
to  this  effect :  Rather  than  submit  to  your  Orders 
in  Council;  we  will  abandon  the  ocean  entirely. 
You  shall  not  find  one  of  our  shins  as  a  subject 
on  which  to  gratifv  your  insatiable  thirst  for 
plunder.  What  did  the  non-intercourse  say?  We 
will  have  no  communication  with  a  Power  so  lost 
to  the  principle  of  honor  and  justice  as  you  are. 
We  will  abandon  your  ports,  and  you  shall  abstain 
from  ours,  as  long  as  your  obnoxious  edicts  con- 
tinue. But  what  does  this  bill  say?  We  rake 
you  at  your  offer.  We  confess  we  were  wrong 
in  our  tormer  measures  against  you,  (for  if  we 
are  rieht  now  we  were  wrong  then ;)  we  will  ac- 
cept the  conditions  you  are  pleased  to  prescribe, 
that  we  shall  only  go  to  such  markets  as  you  allowg 
and  notwithstanding  your  orders  are  still  in  force, 
we  will  renew  a  friendly  intercourse  with  you. 
We  don't  offer  to  resist,  we  don't,  even  protest 
against  your  unjust  pretensions;  out  we  throw 
open  the  whole  of  our  commerce,  without  the 
guarantee  of  a  single  p^un,  to  the  full  applicatioa 
of  your  detested  principles.  We  will  rbrget  the 
past ;  we  take  yon  by  the  hand,  although  it  is 
still  reeking  with  the  blood  of  Pierce  and  our 
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slaogbtered  seamen,  aod  although  everjr  other 
civilized  nation  shrinks  from  the  pollution  of  its 
touch.  We  feel  for  the  desperate  situation  to 
which  you  are  reduced  by  being  deprived  of  your 
European  markets;  and  although  you  have  added 
to  a  lone  catalogue  of  injuries  and  insults  an  in- 
stance of  the  blackest  treachery,  yet  we  will  open 
our  market  for  your  goods ;  we  will  supply  you 
with  the  means  that  will  enable  you  to  continue 
still  longer  your  career  of  oppression  over  us.  I 
would  have  been  spared  the  odious  task  of  showing 
how  this  bill  is  submission,  wherein  It  is  different 
from  the  non-intercourse  and  embargo,  for  it  re- 
calls sensations  by  no  means  pleasant  to  me,  and 
if  the  gentleman  cannot  see — if  he  cannot  feel  the 
difference,  I  can  assure  him,  I  do  both,  but  too 
sensibly.  But  we  are  denounced  as  a  war  party. 
As  for  myself,  my  sentiments  are  well  known.  I 
was  never  afraid  to  avow  them  openly.  But  do 
not  accuse  us  of  a  disposition  for  war,  for  recom- 
mending such  measures  as  may  protect  our  prop- 
erty at  sea  from  lawless  plunder.  I  think  the 
charge  may  be  retorted  upon  those  that  are  em- 
phatically styled  the  peace  party  among  us.  For, 
by  tamely  submitting  to  the  aggressions  of  £ng' 
land,  we  encourage  her  to  carry  on  her  under- 
hand system  of  war  upon  us ;  whereas,  if  we  were 
to  come  to  a  stand  and  resolve  to  resist  every  future 
attempt,  she  would  cease  her  piratical  practices 
towards  us.  She  would  not  involve  herself  with 
the  only  Power  that  has  not  taken  side  against 
her.  She  would  respect  the  sacredness  of  a  ship 
of  war.  She  would  consider  all  vessels  sailing 
under  the  lawful  protection  of  her  flag  as  hedged 
in  by  a  kind  of  magic  walJ,  which  she  could  not 
overleap  without  an  open  act  of  war,  and  it  is  not 
her  policy  to  commit  an  unequivocal  act  of  war. 
But,  to  afford  this  rational  protection  to  our  ves- 
sels, in  a  trade  acknowledged  on  all  sides  to  be 
legal,  is  war  1  Then,*!  suppose,  quietly  to  submit 
to  their  bein^  plundered  Js  peace.  It  is  no  war 
in  them  to  seize  our  vessels  illegally,  but  it  is  war 
in  us  to  prevent  it  if  we  can  !  Did  ever  any  one 
hear  the  equal  to  that  ?  But  the  people  are  able 
to  judge  who  are  the  favorors  of  war  and  who 
the  real  friends  of  peace,  and  as  they  will  decide 
from  the  conduct  and  not  from  the  professions  of 
gentlemen,  I  am  willing  to  abide  their  decision. 

Mr.  Key  gave  reasons  why  he  should  vote  for 
the  bill. 

The  House  adjourned  without  putting  a  ques- 
tion on  passing  it  to  a  third  reading. 

Wbonesoat,  January  24. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NELsoif, 

Ordered,  That  the  several  memorials  and  pe- 
titions of  tne  officers  of  the  late  Revolutionary 
army,  presented  in  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eight,  and  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nine,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Nel- 
son, Mr.  Winn,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Desha,  and 
Mr.  HuFTY,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  Bassett,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  seventeenth  instant,  presented  a  bill  for 


incorporating  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
of  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 
The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorizing the  fitting  out,  officering,  and  manning, 
the  frigates  belonging  to  the  United  States,  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to  whom  is  committed  a  report, 
in  part,  of  the  Committee  of  the  Naval  Estab- 
lishment of  the  United  States,  on  the  expediency 
of  putting  into  actual  service  any  part  of  the 
naval  armament  not  now  employed. 

.The  following  letter  was  received  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury : 

TasASuav  DKrAaimirT,  Jan.  20,  1810. 

8im :  I  have  the  honor,  in  obedience  to  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  8th  instant,  to 
transmit  copies  of  the  only  general  instructions  to  the 
collectors  of  customs,  to  be  foand  in  the  records  of  tlus 
Department,  relatiTe  to  refusing  clearances  to  any  pri- 
Tate  armed  Teasels  of  the  United  States.  By  the  first, 
bearing  date  April  8^  1797,  it  is  directed  *  that  the  sail- 
ing of  armed  Teasels,  not  bona  fide  destined  to  the 
East  Indies,  be  restrained  nntil  otherwise  ordained  bj 
Congresa.*'  Although  no  instmctions  of  a  prior  dale 
to  that  effect  appear  to  have  been  given  by  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  it  is  understood  that  this  regulation 
only  confirmed  what  had  been  the  previous  general 
practice.  And  it  has  ever  since  been  considered  as 
being  in  force,  except  when  superseded  for  a  time  by 
the  temporary  instructions  of  the  21«t  of  March,  1798, 
herewith  transmitted,  and  during  the  continuance  of 
the  acts  of  Congreaa  of  the  25th  of  June,  1798,  and  of 
the  3d  of  March,  1805 ;  the  first  of  which  expired  on 
the  3d  of  May,  1802,  and  the  last  on  the  21st  of  April, 
1806. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

AMERICAN  NAVIGATION  ACT. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  concerning  commercial  intercourse,  dbc. 

Mr.  DfiSBA  said  it  was  with  extreme  reluctance 
that  he  attempted  to  address  this  House;  but,  said 
he,  my  not  having  taken  up  very  much  of  the 
time  of  the  House  in  observations  heretofore 
must  plead  my  apology  for  the  time  that  will  be 
consumed  by  the  few  remarks  that  I  am  now 
about  to  make.  Considering  that  the  present 
time  will  be  marked  as  a  critical  juncture  in  the 
annals  of  America,  I  deem  it  particularly  incum- 
bent on  every  man,  who  has  any  pretensions  to 
friendship  for  the  American  Government  or  to 
civil  liberty,  not  to  hesitate  in  coming  forward 
and  throwing  in  his  mite,  in  order  to  assist  in  ex- 
tricating his  country  from  the  evils  that  attend 
it,  or  to  guard  against  the  perils  thit  await  us. 

I  should  not  have  come  forward  at  this  time 
and  risked  my  opinions  had  it  not  been  for  the 
apparent  tardiness  of  old,  experienced  members, 
in  whom  I  have  always  had  the  highest  confi- 
dence, and  whose  opinions  on  important  subjects 
have  always  had  due  weight  with  me.  I  had 
flattered  myself  that  they  would  have  taken  an 
early  opportunity  in  coming  forward  and  express- 
ing their  views  as  to  what  would' be  proper  to  be 
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adopted  at  this  eveDtful  crisis — a  time,  sir,  when 
not  onlf  our  most  important  and  inherent  rights 
are  about  to  be  wrested  from  our  hands,  but  when 
the  very*  existence  of  our  independence  is  endan- 
gered. J  have  been  disappointed,  and  as  this  is 
not  the  time  to  slumber  at  our  posts,  I  shall  be 
pardoned  for  offering'my  views. 

Sir,  it  is  uo necessary  to  take  a  lengthy  re- 
trospective view  of  the  wrongs  committed  on  our 
rights  by  the  two  principal  belligerents;  they 
have  been  almost  numberless,  and  of  the  most 
glaring  kind.  France  has  trammelled  our  com- 
merce, by  her  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  and  se- 
questered our  property.  She  has  committed  many 
outrages  on  our  rights ;  but  I  differ  with  gentle- 
men in  supposing  that  if  we  are  forced  into  a 
war  with  England,  that  we  would  be  necessarily 
forced  into  the  arms  of  her  rival.  No,  sir,  if  that 
should  be  the  result,  (which  I  think  from  present 
appearances  more  than  probable,)  I  should  be  for 
keeping  up  our  restrictions,  and  having  no  con- 
nexion with  her  until  ample  reparation  was  made 
for  the  damage  she  has  done  us.  But,  sir,  from 
our  situation,  and  the  convulsed  state  of  the  Eu- 
ropean worla,  I  think  we  have  nothing  to  fear 
from  her  like  subjugation.  I  say,  sir,  the  enor- 
mities committed  by  France  and  Enelaod  on 
American  rights  have  been  considerable ;  and  I 
appeal  to  gentlemen's  candor  to  say  whether  this 
measure  now  under  consideration  is  the  one  cal- 
culated to  meet  the  emergency.  Is  there  any  ap- 
pearance of  resistance  in  it  ?  Is  it  calculated  to 
coerce  our  enemies  into  a  sense  of  justice,  and 
briog  about  restitution  of  damages  ?  Is  it  not  sub- 
mission ?  In  m  V  estimation  it  is  tantamount ;  im- 
becility is  mariced  on  its  face.  Has  not  one  of 
the  most  prominent  chafTacters  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  (Mr.  Taylor,)  and  who 
appears  to  be  a  warm  advocate  for  its  adoption, 
openly  acknowledged  it  to  be  submission  in  this 
House,  bat  qualified  it  by  sayiogf,  that  it  was  a 
profitable  subject,  as  it  would  bring  money  into 
our  Treasury?  Sir,  is  this  House  (after  the  re- 
peated declarations,  by  a  very  large  majority,  on 
a  former  occasion,  that  there  were  but  three  al- 
ternatives, embargo,  war,  or  submission)  prepared 
to  adopt  this  measure,  when  one  of  the  principal 
fabricators  of  the  bill  openly  acknowleages  it  to 
he  submission.  Now,  sir,  can  gentlemen  of  this 
House  reconcile  submission  to  their  feelings.  If 
ihev  can,  the  freemen  of  America  will  not. 

Sir,  France  has  injured  us  much,  and  I  believe 
nearly  ail  she  had  in  her  power ;  but  it  is  as  a 
mite  to  a  mountain,  compared  to  the  injuries  we 
have  received  from  Britain,  our  inveterate,  rapa- 
cious, and  relentless  enemy.  The  aggressions 
commiited  on  our  rights  by  her  ever  since  about 
the  year  1793,  have  been  numberless,  and,  as  to 
point  of  turpitude,  without  a  parallel,  even  in  the 
times  of  barbarism — the  spoliations  committed 
on  our  neutral  commerce,  the  murder  of  Pierce, 
the  sham  trial  of  Whitby  the  murderer,  and  the 
impressment  of  our  seamen,  have  become  old  sub- 
jects, and  might  be  deemed  useless  to  recapitulate. 
Those  enormities  would,  in  all  probability,  have 
been  gotten  over  by  barely  remonstrating,  had  it 


not  been  for  the  commission  of  still  greater  enor- 
mities, occasioned  by  our  passive  disposition;  for, 
it  is  with  Governments  as  it  is  with  individuals; 
if  a  spirit  of  resentment  is  not  manifested  for  in- 
juries, they  will  press  forward.  The  persisting 
in  the  principle  of  impressment,  and  toe  alarm- 
ing increase  of  that  execrable  practice,  by  which 
thousands  of  our  countrymen,  real  born  Ameri- 
cans, have  been  forced  into  their  service,  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  compelled  to  assist  in  fight- 
ing for  the  support  of  principles  repugnant  to  the 
feelings  of  freemen,  and  in  case  of  a  show  of  un- 
willingness to  obey^  were  liable  to  the  lash,  or  to 
be  buBeted  and  kicked  by  every  petty  naval 
officer : — Yet,  sir,  this  outrage  upon  right,  upon 
humanity,  we  have  borne,  1  won't  say  with 
christian  fortitude,  but  rather  with  stoic  philosophy. 
Yet.  sir,  this  conduct  of  the  common  enemy,  so 
far  from  being  reprehensible  in  the  eyes  of  some 
among  us,  has  been  measurably  justified  as  being 
considered  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  Brit- 
ish navy,  the  rampart  that  stands  between  the 
tyrant  Napoleon  and  universal  empire;  conse- 
quently calculated  to  prevent  the  subjugation  of 
the  United  States.  Anti-American  doctrine,  sir! 
Well, -sir,  if  the  impressment  and  incarceration  of 
our  countrymen  were  not  objects  worthy  of  no- 
tice in  any  other  way  than  by  remonstrance,  if 
we  could  tamely  look  on  and  see  our  fellow  men 
inhumanly  wrested  from  their  country,  their  fami- 
lies, and  dearest  connexions,  could  we  reasonably 
calculate  upon  anything  else  but  additional  en- 
croachments; could  we  reasonably  suppose  they 
would  stop  here?  No,  sir,  we  ought  not  to  have 
been  so  credulous.  No,  sir;  that  Government, 
that  in  all  cases  substitutes  power  in  place  of 
right,  has  never  pardoned  our  independence,  and 
are  determined  by  their  insidious  machinations 
and  monopolizing  spirit,  to  subdue  the  national 
pride,  the  pride  of  freemen,  that  characterized 
our  ancestors.  Yes,  sir,  they  are  determined  to 
obtain,  by  their  insidious  arts,  what  they  were 
not  able  to  retain  by  arms.  Weil,  sir,  what 
comes  next  upon  the  list  of  atrocities  ?  Human 
butchery.  They  were  not  satisfied  with  the  mur- 
derous transaction,  the  case  of  Pierce,  as  they  dis- 
covered that  (notwithstanding  we  weVe  bowed 
down  by  oppression)  we  could  still  bear  more ; 
but  our  innocent  and  unsuspecting  countrymen 
on  board  the  Chesapeake,  must  be  the  next  vic- 
tims marked  out  to  exercise  their  cruelties  on, 
where  several  were  wantonly  murdered,  some 
wounded,  and  others  impressed;  one  df  whom 
was  afterwards  wantonly,  inhumanly,  and  in 
cold  blood,  put  to  death,  to  fill  up  their  measure 
of  guilt.  A  universal  burst  of  indignation  mani- 
fested itself  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the 
other,  British  partizans,  tories,  and  refugees,  ex- 
cepted; some  of  whom  had  the  hardihood  to 
go  all  lengths  in  justification  of  this  atrocious  mas- 
sacre. A  spark  of  the  fire  of  ,'76  was  lighted  up. 
but  soon  died  away;  demands  of  reparation  proved 
fruitless.  The  outrage  has  never  been  atoned  for, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  the  ofiers  made  as  reparation 
for  the  hostile  act  have  only  been  adding  insult  to 
I  injury. 
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This  nefarioQs  atrocity,  the   attack   on   the 
Chesapeake,  and  the  memorable  Orders  in  Conn- 
cil  laying  the  transit  duty,  or  more  properly 
speaking,  making  us  tributary  to  thein,  which,  if 
not  officially  known,  was  anticipated  through  the 
medium  of  the  public  prints,  produced  the  em- 
bargo, of  famous  memory,  as  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Gardenibr)  ironically  speaks 
of  it-^a  measure  of  aU  others  the  best  calculated 
to  suit  our  peaceful  purposes,  to  coerce  our  ene- 
mies into  a  sense  of  justice,  and  bring  about  resti- 
tution for,  damages ;  but  in  consequence  of  the 
hue  and  cry  raised  against  it  from  one  end  of  the 
Continent  to  the  other,  by  the  opposition  to  Ad- 
ikiinistration,  perhaj^  instigated  in  many  instances 
by  British  emissaries,  which  occasioned  the  many 
wanton  Tiolations  of  the  law,  and  which  caused 
the  Eastern  friends  to  Administration  to  take  the 
alarm,  and  quiver  like  a  reed  in  the  wind,  and 
determine  upon  its  removal,  substitute  or  no  sub- 
stitute, I  believe  the  consequence  was,  that  the 
friends  to  the  embargo*-.those  that  were  not  only 
willing  but  anxious  for  its  continuance  a  while 
longer,  and  to  adopt  the  necessary  regulations  for 
its  enforcement,  believing  that  if  a  fair  experi- 
ment could  be  made  that  it  would  unqueslronably 
produce  the  desired  effect — when  they  discovered 
that  if  those  that  took  the  alarm  were  added  to  the 
Federal  party  in  the  House,  they  formed  a  ma- 
jority^ it  was  deemed  advisable  to  form  a  com- 
promise, that  if  they  could  not  retain  what  was 
essentially  right,  to  take  the  best  they  could  get, 
rather  than  implicitly  submit  to  the  iniquitous 
and  destructive  measures  of  our  enemies — the 
Don-intercoorse  was  then  substituted.    This,  sir, 
if  not  efficient  as  a  coercive  measure,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  partial  manner  in  which  it  has 
oeen  enforced  resulting  from  the  clauses  beiUff 
repealed  (after  Erskine's  arrangement)  calculated 
to  carry  it  into  efibct,  and  the  consequent  viola- 
tions ol  it  by  mercantile  cupidity,  was  at  least  a 
resistance  to  oppression ;  and  held  out  an  idea  to 
the  world  that  we  were  determined  to  adhere  to 
the  declarations  we  had  so  repeatedly  made,  that 
we  would  not  submit.    If  this  measure  had  been 
properly  enforced,  it  would  have  come  up  to  the 
expectations  of  its  most  sanguine  friends.    This 
system  was  laid  aside  in  consequence  of  the  ar- 
rangement entered  into  by  the  British  Govern- 
itient,  through  their  Minister,  Mr.  Erskine.  with 
the  American  Government,  for  an  amicable  ad- 
justment of  differences,  with  offers  of  reparation 
for  damages.    How  lovely  to  the  ears  or  Ameri-* 
cans  sounded  the  news !    It  appeared  like  a  kind  of 
political  jubilee.    In  their  estimation  the  time  was 
not  far  distant  when  commerce  would  flow  un- 
shackled; when  every  man  might  in  safety  sit 
under  his  own  vine  and  his  own  ^  tree.    But 
mark  the  perfidy  of  that  corrupt  GK)vernment ! 
After  they  had  obtained  a  sufficiency  of  the  Ameri- 
can productions  which  they  so  much  stood  in 
need  of,  they  declared  the  arrangemententered  into 
by  their  Minister,  to  be  unauthorized ! 

Mr.  Speaker,  is  there  a  crime  which  can  be  perpe« 
trated  for  which  ready  precedents  cannot  be  found 
in  the  conduct  of  that  perfidious  Government  to-  J 


wards  America  ?  Sir,  the  faithless  conduct  of  this 
rapacious  and  tyrannical  Power  caused  theooD-ia- 
fercoorse  to  be  reinstated ;  but  this  system  appears 
now  to  be  abandoned  by  its  friends,  without  even 
having  given  it  an  experiment,  inasmuch  as  tht 
sections  of  the  law  calculated  to  enforce  it  were 
repealed  at  the  Summer  session.  When  it  was 
adopted,  it  was  the  opinion  of  a  rery  large  ma- 
jority of  this  House  that  it  was  an  efficient  co- 
ercive measure;  it  was  then  calculated  to  answer 
every  purpose,  to  coerce  our  enemies  into  a  sense 
of  justice,  to  bring  about  reparation  for  damages, 
and  to  place  commerce  on  an  equitable  footing. 
It  is  now  given  up  by  its  friends,  witboot  ever 
having  given  it  a  lair  experiment,  which  proves 
to  my  mind  a  wayward  disposition,  a  want  of 
firmness  in  the  majority.  Sir.  you  suffer  your- 
self to  be  driven  from  place  to  place,  to  be  bandied 
about  by  the  Federal  phalanx,  that  for  many 
years  have  been  placed  in  hostile  array  against 
the  Administration.  Yes,  sir,  they  drove  you 
from  the  embargo;  they  are  now  about  to  drive 
you  from  the  non^ntereourse;  and,  sir,  they  will 
next  drive  you  from  your  seats,  unless  yon  act 
with  more  firmness  and  energy.  Adhere  to  your 
non -intercourse ;  the  power  that  enacted  it  un- 
questionably has  the  power  to  amend  it.  I  am 
satisfied  that,  if  the  proper  steps  were  taken,  it 
might  be  made  measurably  efficient  as  a  coer- 
cive system,  consequently  a  saviour  of  national 
honor. 

Next  comes  on  the  carpet  the  famous  Mr. 
Jackson — selected,  I  presume,  in  consequence  of 
his  eminent  services  at  Copenhagen.  Both  the 
selection  and  bis  subsequent  conduct  add  insult 
to  injury.  And,  sir,  1  regret  to  have  aeen  that 
he  had  apologists  on  this  floor;  I  regret  to  have 
seen  men,  that  call  themselves  Americans,  stand 
up  in  the  face  of  the  nation  and  justify  the  in- 
decoii>us  and  impertinent  conduct  of  this  Copen- 
hagen champion.  Sir,  had  those  gentlemen  ex- 
erted their  ingenuity  to  so  great  an  extent  in  de- 
fence of  their  country's  rights,  in  justification  of 
the  open,  manly,  and  spirited  conduct  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, as  they  did  bv  their  sophistical,  fine-spun 
arguments  and  special  pleadings,  in  order  to  screen 
this  legalized  spy  from  censure,  and  to  exculpate 
the  British  from  the  charge  of  perfidy  so  justly 
attached  to  the  disavowafof  Erskine's  arrange- 
ment, they  would  have  deserved  well  of  their 
country;  they  would  have  received  the  universal 
plaudits  of  all  true  Americans.  The  cry  would 
have  been,  Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  ser- 
vant! But,  sir,  the)[  have  drawn  the  line,  and 
he  that  is  not  for  me  is  against  me.  I  should  not 
be  surprised  tfthey  weteto  meet  the  indignant 
and  universal  frowns  of  all  true  Americans. 

Well,  sir,  what  have  we  obtained  through  all 
this  scuffle  i  Nothing  but  losses,  crosses,  disap> 
pointments,and  insults,  have  been  the  result ;  yet, 
agreeably  to  the  doctrine  of  some  gentlemen,.vre 
have  no  cause  for  war ;  and  I  am  not  certain,  if  I 
might  judge  from  what  I  have  seen  and  heard, 
that  that  nation  could  commit  an  act,  be  it  ever 
so  oppressive  and  glaringly  reprehensible,  that 
would  be  deemed  a  cause  of  war  by  some  gen- 
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tlemeo.  It  has  been  repeatedly  said  on  tbis  floor 
that  the  embargo,  this  political  hobby-borse  that 
the  Federal  party  expected  to  ride  to  power,  has 
brought  ruin  on  the  country;  tbat  it  has  been  as 
destructive  as  the  devastation  of  waj*.  I  acknowl- 
edge tbat  it  has  been  sensibly  felt  in  many  parts 
of  the  contlnfiu,  but  it  was  principally  among 
the  farmers  aAd  mechanics;  yet  they  bore  the 
prifations  consequent  on  our  situation  with  manly 
cheerfulness.  ^  The  losses  that  happened  among 
the  agriculturists  hare  been  almost  incalculable; 
yet  they  bore  it  with  fortitude  rather  than  truckle 
10  those  lawless  depredators.  But,  sir,  I  am 
afraid  this  is  an  inauspicious  time.  I  am  afraid 
we  tre  about  to  give  up  by  a  false  step  that 
Dsiiooal  respectability,  and  with  it  liberty  and 
iodependeoce.  For,  sir,  if  you  won't  defend 
your  rights,  but  will  surrender  them  at  pleasure, 
your  iudependeace  is  not  worth  a  straw.  Yes, 
sir.  I  am  afraid  we  are  about  to  abandon  nation- 
al honor — pusillanimously  to  give  up  important 
rights,  which  were  obtained  oy  the  blood  and 
heroic  exertions  of  our  ancestors,  and  handed  down 
to  as  in  their  piuity,  and  which  it  is  a  duty  iocum- 
beot  OQ  us  to  transmit  to  posterity  unsullied;  or 
why  that  apathy  in  not  resenting,  with  becoming 
dignity,  injury  and  insult,  and  apply  the  proper 
corrective  energetically?  Sir,  I  beg genUemtn 
to  pause,  to  look  well  before  them,  as  one  ialse 
step  might  sink  them  into  the  ditch  of  d^rada- 
tioo,  might  leave  a  stain  on  your  national  char- 
icier  that  time  would  not  obliterate — for,  the 
moment  that  you  retrograde  or  abandon  the  stand 
Goveronoent  ha^f  taken,  that  moment  you  shake 
haods  with  infamy — crime  will  become  familiar. 
Government  oagbt  to  deliberate  maiurely  be- 
fore they  take  a  stand;  bat  when  that  stand  is 
taken,  it  ought  never  to  be  abandoned  while  they 
have  the  power  of  resistance.  We  have  the 
power,  we  have  the  jiesources.  And,  sir,  I  have 
00  hesitation  in  saying  that  oqr  countrymeA  pos- 
sess the  valor;  ibeo  why  nor  prepare  to  ezerciAe 
itia  defence  of  our  inherent  rights  ?  Why  suffer 
some  of  the  important  appenoages  and  immuni- 
ties attached  to  Government  to  be  wiesSed  from 
oor  bands  with  impunity  1  Will  not  pusillanim- 
it|  attach  itself  to  this  kind  of  conduct  ?  Believ- 
ing, as  I  do,  sir,  that  we  have  nothing  to  expeot 
from  a  Govern meot  that  is  ever  prepared  to  flat- 
ter, and  ever  prepared  to  defraud,  and  when 
'eidy  precedents  may  be  found  to  sanction  the 
ffiosiglarinff  enormities,  I  deem  it  advisable*— yes, 
ilr,  essential— to  prepare  for  the  wotst;  fon  in  my 
mind,  it  is  almost  inevita.ble  tbat  oar  diffioulties 
will  eventuate  io  wai^y  unless  we  are  determined 
on  submission;  and  to  say  the  best  of  the  bill 
uoder  consideration,  it  is  backing  out,  tantamount 
to  submission.  Sir,  we  have  been  struggling  for 
a  series  of  years  against  oppression,  as  cruel  as 
absurd.  We  have  seen  that  it  was  pot  in  the 
fortuitous  accidents  of  the  times  that  our  troubles 
had  their  origin,  but  in  a  systematic  hostility 
manifested  ever  since  America  obtained  her  inde- 
peudence.  Sir,  perilous  timev,  like  the  present, 
i^^  not  thje  time  for  Americans  to  be  backward  in 
speaking  their  sen^ioMnu*;  it  is  not  o«ly  the  time 


to  speak  out,  but  to  act  with  energy  and  decision, 
unless  we  are  determined  to  barter  our  national 
character  for  a  poor,  shackled  commerce,  or  in 
other  words,  for  pecuniary  interest,  brought  aboot 
by  mercantile  cupidity.  In  a  word,  we  must  lay 
aside  our  temporizing  and  prepare  for  war.  I 
repeat  it,  sir,  you  must  prepare  for  war,  if  you 
expect  peace  or  justice.  Immediate  war  is  not 
my  meaning;  my  meaning  is,  sir,  that  we  should 
make  the  necessary  preparations  to  meet  the 
event,  believing  tbat  our  difiereaces  must  inevit- 
ably eventuate  in  a  struggle.  And,  sir,  when  I 
speak  of  preparatory  measures,  a  large  regular 
army  or  an  expensive  navy  is  no  part  of  my  meaik- 
ing.  We  may  with  safety  confide  the  honor  and 
welfare  of  the  nation  to  the  national  militia  or 
volunteers,  and  in  case  it  should  be  found  neces- 
sary to  oust  our  cs^mon  enemy  from  their  North 
American  nossessioo 8,  the  latter  will  be  all-suffi- 
cient, and  noally  will  be  the  means  of  conducting 
valor  to  victorv.  And,  sir,  in  an  army  of  this 
caste,  composed  of  the  yeomanry  of  the  country, 
no  danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the  machi- 
nations and  intrigues  of  designing  demagogues ; 
love  of  country  can  never  be  eradicated  from 
their  hearts. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  venture  to  pronounce  that  voiir 
embargoes,  non-intercourse,  or  commercial  re- 
strictions, tbat  are  now  under  consideration, 
(which,  instead  of  resistance  to  oppression,  have 
not  only  humility  but  imbecility  depicted  in  their 
countenance,)  or  any  countervailing  decrees  that 
you  may  adopt,  will  prove  measurably  in efficieat 
as  a  coercive  system.  While,  the  British  have 
possessions  contiguous  to  the  United  States,  it 
will  be  difficult  to  enforce  them;  they  will  be 
unavailing.  The  quack  may  talk  of  a  cure,  but 
the  disease  will  continue  to  burn  like  a  covered 
fever  until  the  cause  is  removed.  I  repeat  it,  sir, 
your  countervailing  regulations  will  be  unavail- 
ing while  the  British  have  Canada  or  a  Nova 
Scotia  on  the  Contioent  of  America.  You  must 
remove  the  cause  if  you  expeot  to  perform  a 
ctue.  Then  why  hesitate  ?  Why  not  make  pre- 
parations to  meet  the  event  that  in  all  probabilitf 
must  happen,  and  I  am  afraid  at  no  very  distant 
period  ?  And^  sir,  independent  of  these  consider- 
ations, they  will  always  have  it  in  their  power  to 
keep  up  party  strife  in  the  country,  by  blowing 
the  flames  of  disaffection.  Whereas,  on  the  con- 
trary, if  you  determine  on  this  point,  their  emis- 
saries^ that  it  is  presumable  are  placed  in  all  the 
principal  seaport  towns,  for  the  purpose  of  foment- 
ing division,  and  difiusing  their  baneful  princi- 
ples, will|  in  case  of  a  struggle,  find  their  situation 
extremely  uncomfortable,  and  will  retire  with 
their  Pandora's  box— their  echoes  that  they  leave 
behind  will  become  cautious — they  will  find  it 
their  interest,  instead  of  reviling  Government,  to 
either  jpin  the  oational  standard  or  to  be  neutral, 
lest  sanguinary  vengeance  should  be  the  result. 
Theo,  sir,  why  hesitate  in  striking  at  the  root 
of  the  evil  ?  Why  not  take  preparatory  steps,  in 
order  that  the  measures  may  be  commensurate  to 
the  end?  It  is  not,  sir.  because  I  think  we  wani 
territory,  that  I  woula  recomm^d  prepantorj 
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measures  to  meet  this  event ;  no,  sir,  we  have  a 
sufficiency  of  territory ;  bat  it  is  because  I  think 
we  need  not  calculate  on  a  redress  of  grievances 
without  the  adoption  of  it,  or  something  calcula- 
ted to  operate  on  the  fears  or  ioterest  of  our  ene- 
mies, for  certainly  we  have  seen  enough  to  con- 
vince us  that  we  have  nothing  to  expect  from 
their  justice. 

I  will  be  told,  no  doubt,  that  the  taking  of  Ca- 
nada will  be  an  arduous  undertaking ;  that  it  will 
be  attended  with  the  loss  of  blood  and  treasure. 
Sir,  I  acknowledge  that  it  will  be  attended  with, 
perhaps,  both  the  loss  of  blood  and  treasure,  and 
there  is  no  man  thai  would  be  more  cautious  of 
Che  blood  of  his  fellow-men,  or  the  expenditure 
of  treasure,  than  I  would  be ;  bat,  believing  as  I 
do,  that  there  are  no  means  which  we  have  in 
our  power  to  adopt,  so  likely  tb  insure  success  in 
bringing  about  rep«ration  for  damages,  and  pla- 
cing commerce  on  reciprocal  footing,  as  much  as 
I  regret  the  necessity  of  being  forced  into  this 
alternative,  I  will  encounter  it ;  I  will  make  pre- 
parations to  meet  the  event,  believing  that,  or 
submission,  to  be  inevitable.  Sir,  my  voice  has 
heretofore  been  against  war,  I  was  for  making  it 
the  last  alternative,  so  as  to  preserve  national 
honor.  But,  sir,  when  that  ia  to  be  the  sacrifice, 
I  will  say,  war.  And  sir,  I  am  satisfied  there  is 
patriotism  enough  in  the  country  to  meet  danger 
in  the  most  frightful  shape,  rather  than  truckle  to 
any  tyrant,  and  particularly  our  deadly  foe — the 
opinion  or  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Sheppet)  to  thecontrary  not  withstanding,  who 
insinuates  that  they  would  not  support  you  in 
war, if  you  Couch  their  pockets;  at  least,  I  can, 
without  hesitation,  vouch  for  those  that  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent,  they  possess  patriotism, 
and  are  ready  to  encounter  any  difficulties  rather 
than  the  honor  of  the  nation  should  be  compro- 
mitted.  And,  sir,  it  is  not  of  the  fair-weather 
kind  of  patriotism,  it  is  of  a  kind  calculated  to 
stand  the  most  stormy  seasons.  And,  sir,  I  believe 
I  speak  the  sentiment  of  Kentuckians  generally. 
I  trust  in  God.  that,  if  we  should  betray  the  trust 
reposed  in  us  oy  not  taking  the  necessary  step  to 
vindicate  our  honor,  and  to  prevent  important 
appendages  necessarily  attached  to  Government 
from  beinff  wrested  from  our  hands,  that  the  peo- 
ple, in  wnom  the  power  rests,  will  apply  the 
proper  corrective.  Sir.  the  eyes  of  the  nation  are 
upon  us ;  they  expect  something  from  us ;  our 
conduct  will  be  particularlv  scrutinized ;  and, 
should  we  act  so  unworthily  as  to  suffer  our 
rights  and  national  character  to  be  prostrated,  we 
may  expect  to  be  hurled  from  our  seats  with  ig- 
nominy, and  have  to  encounter  the  indignant 
frown  of  an  enraged  people.  As  to  the  expendi- 
ture of  treasure,  that  seems  to  create  so  much 
alarm  in  the  minds  of  some  gentlemen,  when  it 
comes  in  competition  with  the  national  respecta- 
bility, or  the  good  of  the  community  at  large,  it 
ought  to  be  placed  in  the  back  ground,  to  be 
deemed  but  of  secondary  consideration.  We 
never  can  be  at  a  loss  for  resources  while  love  of 
country  prevails— all  deficiency  will  be  made  up 
witboot  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  internal 


taxes,  as  some  contemplate.    The  ousting  of  ty- 
ranny from  the  North  will  be  productive  of  good 
in  another  way.    Immense  sums  have  been  ex- 
pended ;  yes,  I  may  say  millions,  in  fortifications, 
m  our  ports  and  harbors,  for  the  defence  of  our 
seaport  towns,  and  millions  more,  no  doubt,  wiU 
be  expended  in  the  same  way,  if  we  persist  in  oar 
present  policy.    Whereas,  if  you  deprive  jroar 
enemies  of  a  safe  port  or  harbor  on  this  coDtiDeot, 
it  will  be  next  to  impossible  to  suppose  that  thej 
can  take  a  voyage  of  three  or  four  thousand  miles, 
and  hover  on  our  coasts,  in  order  to  bombard  our 
towns,  without  having  some  place  to  refit  in  b^ 
fore  tney  return.    I  s£all  be  told  that  it  would  be 
unsafe  to  connect  those  people  with  the  United 
States ;  that  it  will  have  a  tendency  to  distract 
oar  national  councils.    Sir,  I  wish  not  to  try  the 
experiment,  if  it  can  be  avoided ;  I  wish  to  make 
it  the  last  resort ;  but,  admitting  we  are  necessa- 
rily forced  into  this  measure,  I  should  not  appre- 
hend any  material  injury  could  result  from  it 
Those  people  are,  like  all  other  mankind,  food  of 
civil  liberty;  and,  I  presume,  they  are  not  in  a 
state  of  barbarism,  perhaps  not  more  so,  than  the 
Americans  were  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Revolutionary  struggle,  or  when  we  got  clear  of 
the  shackles  of  despotism.    Sir,  I  make  no  doubt, 
if  you,  by  proclamation,  declare  your  intention 
is  to  give  them  civil  liberty,  to  emancipate  them 
from  their  chains,  and  to  suffer  them  to  partici- 
pate in  Government,  but  they  will  rally  round 
your  standard  by  thousands,  that  the  country  will 
oe  nearly  self-conquered.    And,  sir,  the  same  ob- 
jection would  have  applied  with  equal  force  to 
the  Louisianians,  at  the  time  of  the  acquisition  of 
that  conntry,foT  it  is  presumable  that  those  raised 
under  British  despotism  are  as  enlightened,  and, 
perhaps,  as  capable  of  enjoying  civil  liberty,  as 
those  raised  under  Spanish  despotism ;  and.  sir, 
the  objection  might  be  obviated  by  suffering  tnem 
to  remain  for  some  time  as  territorial  govern- 
ments, and  the  adoption  of  mild  and  lenient  laws, 
for  their  government,  calculated  to  endear  them  to 
your  policy. 

Mr.  Speaker,  as  to  the  first  two  sections  of  the 
bill  now  under  consideration,  that  go  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  foreign  armed  vessels  from  our  waters, 
I  am  an  advocate  for,  and  were  they  not  coupled 
with  such  exceptionable  matter,  I  should,  with 
cheerfulness,  give  them  my  support ;  for  I  hold  it 
as  correct  aoctrine,  that  foreign  armed  vessels 
ought  never  to  be  admitted  into  our  waters,  un- 
less we  had  a  navy  able  to  cope  with  them.  Bat 
enough  has  been  said  on  that  bead.  A  reference 
to  the  Journals  of  the  Summer  session  will  show 
that  I  stood  in  the  minority  of  fifteen  to  one  hun- 
dred against  the  admission  of  armed  ressels  into 
our  waters.  The  balance  of  the  bill,  the  eleventh 
section  excepted,  goes  to  the  depriving  our  ene- 
mies of  a  part  of  the  carrying  trade.  Now,  sir,  bow 
will  this  operate,  if  they  choose  to  countervail? 
They  can  make  Halifax  the  port  that  you  are  to 
carry  the  American  productions  to,  and  make 
it  the  place  of  exchange;  which  you  will  agree 
to,  if  I  might  judge  fromthe  course  you  are  now 
pursuing,  where  you  will  receive  their  manufac- 
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tares,  aod  they  yoor  prodactioos;  then  voa  will 
bare  ooly  the  carrying  to  Halifax,  and  they  will 
hare  it  from  thence.    And,  sir,  with  their  as- 
cendency at  sea,  they  have  the  power  to  enforce 
it;  ^od,  sir,  what  then  will  become  of  your  ear- 
rjiog  trade,  for  which  you  are  now  making  so 
great  a  sacrifice  ?   But,  sir,  take  it  for  granted,  as 
some  suppose,  that  they  will  not  countervail — are 
not  geotlemen  apprized,  that  not  more  than  about 
ooe-fiftieth  part  of  the  tonnage  is  carried  in  Brit- 
ish bottoms?    Do  not  gentlemen  know  that  the 
British  merchanta  are  a  cool,  calculating  people, 
mach  attached  to  interest,  and  that  nearly  all  the 
exports  from  Britain  to  America  are  shipped  in 
American  bottoms,  owing  to  the  difference  in  du- 
ties?  Now,  sir,  I  appeal  to  gentlemen's  candor, 
to  say  if  they  really  think,  that  to  obtain  the  car- 
rying of  about  one-fiftieth  part  of  the  toonase  is 
worth  making  such  a  sacrifice  for — the  repealing 
of  the  non-intercourse,  the  only  thing  that  stands 
between  America  and  disgrace — national  degra- 
dation.   This  measure  might  perhaps  do  for  a 
permanent  arrangement,  or,  at  least  a  part  of  it; 
but  not  as  a  measure  of  resistance — the  eleventh 
section  repeals  the  non-intercourse.    Sir,  if  you 
are  determined  not  to  advance,  in  the  name  of 
God,  keep  your  ground.    Do  not,  by  an  incau- 
tious step,  suffer  vour  national  character  to  dwin- 
dle into  insignincance.    Suffer  yoor  non-inter- 
conrse  to  continue  ;  vfit  is  defective,  amend  it;  you 
have  the  power.     Stop  the  holes  in  it,  and  pre* 
Teat  the  mercantile  eels  from  slipping  through. 
If  this  cannot  be  done  by  paper  regulation,  turn 
ibe  energies  of  Government  towards  enforcing  it. 
Do  not  suffer  your  inherent  rights  to  be  wrested 
from  your  hands  with  impunity,  and  your  nation- 
al honor  to  be  prostrated  at  the  feel  of  intrigue 
and  rapacity.     Sir,  let  it  be  remembered  that  I 
am  in  favor  of  adherins,  systematically,  to  the 
non-intercourse,  at  least  ^r  some  time,  ana  rigid- 
ly enforcing  it,  with  confidence,  although  it  may 
ia  some  instances  be  violated,  that  it  will  produce 
ihe  desired  effect.    But,  in  case  it  must  fall  by 
the  voice  of  a  ni<ijority  of  this  House,  my  view  is, 
that  an  embargo  be  laid  for  sixty  days  on  all  ships 
and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States.    Some  gentlemen,  over  the  way,  seem  to 
raise  their  heads  at  the  name  of  embargo,  I  sup- 
pose they  will  consider  it  a  crime  equal  to  sacri* 
lege.    But,  sir,  what  my  duty  impels  me  to,  I 
troit  I  never  shall  shrink  from.    This  measure  I 
deem  necessary,  as  a  precautionary  one,  to  call 
in  onr  floating  property  ;  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  l^  requested,  for  J  presume,  if 
wearenot  the  treaty-making  power,  we  have  the 
right  to  request,  to  send  despatches  to  our  Minis- 
ters in  France  and  England,  with  the  ultimatum 
to  be  laid  before  the  British  and  French  Qovern- 
menis,  peremptorily  demanding  a  redress  of  g[riev- 
ances,  and  ia  case  of  a  refusal,  that  our  Ministers 
be  recalled;  that  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  be  authorized  to  accept,  for  one  year,  the 
service  of  forty  thousand  volunteers,  and  in  order 
10  facilitate  the  procuring  the  men,  that  they  be 
allowed  a  small  bounty  in  land  or  money,  in  case 
of  actual  service;  lyid,  in  case  our  last  demands 


should  not  be  acceded  to  by  a  revocation  of  their 
orders  and  decrees,  as  far  as  respects  American 
commerce,  the  restoration  of  American  seamen, 
and  reparation  for  the  outrage  on  the  Chesapeake, 
dec.,  that  measures  should  be  taken  for  ousting 
the  British  from  their  North  American  colonies, 
and  that  general  letters  of  marque  and  reprisals 
should  be  granted  against  both  France  and  Eng- 
land ;  for,  sir,  I  consider  that  the  time  is  fast  ap- 
proaching, and  I  fear,  at  no  distant  period,  when 
we  will  nave  to  choose  between  war  or  submis- 
sion. And,  as  the  American  freemen  are  not 
Prepared  for  a  state  of  vassalage,  the  latter  wiU 
e  spurned  at.  Therefore,  ere  long,  you  will  have 
to  lay  aside  your  paper  war,  your  war  in  words, 
and  adopt  something  more  sulMtantial  in  lieu  or 
it  i  in  short,  you  wiU  have  to -lay  aside  your  tem- 
porizing and  take  to  fighting,  or  become  a  de- 
graded people. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  confess  that  I  should  have  been 
at  a  1^68  to  know  bow  to  reconcile  the  observa- 
tions of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Macon,}  had  it  not  have  been  my  recol- 
lecting his  frequent  declarations,  that  a  man  has 
a  right  to  change  his  opinion  as  often  as  he  pleases. 
He  says,  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  of 
which  he  was  the  chairman,  who  fabricated  this 
bill,  must  have  been  rery  imfortnnate,  indeed,  if 
they  had  happened  to  have  blundered  on  marque 
and  reprisals.  I  differ  with  the  gentleman ;  I 
think  they  would  have  been  fortunate;  they 
would  have  proved  that  they  possessed  the  true 
American  spirit ;  that  tbey  were  not  disposed  to 
suffer  themselves  to  be  kicked  and  buffeted,  and 
treated  with  every  kind  of  indignity  with  impu- 
nity, without  showing  a  becoming  spirit  of  re- 
sentment. And,  sir,  I  have  no  doubt,  considering 
the  weight  of  character  of  the  committee,  if  they 
had  recommended  it,  but  they  would  have  been 
supported  by  a  considerable  portion  of  the  House, 
and  nine-tenths  of  the  nation.  And,  sir,  it  would 
have  comported  with  not  only  his  patriotic  declar- 
ations of  last  winter,  when  he  came  forward  with 
a  strain  of  patriotic  truisms,  not  only  calculated 
to  do  honor  to  himself,  but  to  affect  his  hearers, 
but  his  vote — for,  if  I  mistake  not,  he  then  TOted 
for  marque  aod  reprisab,  forthwith  The  f^entle- 
man  says  he  should  like  to  have  heard  this  talk 
of  energy,  when  the  Chesapeake  was  attacked : 
he  was  then  for  strong  measures.  Has  that  trana^ 
action,  that  raised  the  gentleman's  fire,  ever  beea 
atoned  for  ?  Certainly  not.  But,  on  the  contrary, 
the  offers,  made  as  an  atonement,  have  only  been 
addio^  insult  to  injury.  But,  wonderful  I  how 
the  mighty  has  fallen  I  He  now  says,  after  ac- 
knowledging that  our  enemies  are  at  war  on  both 
our  men  and  property,  that  he  does  not  care  much 
what  is  done,  if  you  do  not  make  use  of  too  much 
energy.  Reallv,  sir,  if  I  was  not  apprized  of  the 
honorable  gentleman's  patriotism,  I  should  have 
supposed  he  had  adopted  the  old  stale  doctrine, 
that  I  had  hoped  had  been  long  since  exploded  in 
this  land  of  freedom — that  of  passive  obedience 
and  non-resistance. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Sm- 
lib)  tefls  you  this  is  a  peace  bill ;  that  he  con- 
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tiders  it  the  commencement  of  a  moderate  sys- 
tem uf  measures  calculated  to  operate  on  our  ene- 
mies. Certainly,  tbat  gentleman  has  had  expe- 
rience enough  to  know  that  moderate  measures,' 
to  Governments  that  hav^  lost  ail  sense  of  justice, 
are  only  calculated  to  invue  encroachment  and  in- 
sult. The  gentleman  has  seen,  sir,  that  we  have 
heen  negotiating  for  about  fifteen  years;  that 
quires,  yes,  reams,  of  paper,  have  heen  written  up 
in  diplomatic  correspondence ;  and  allboojfh  we 
have  always  had  the  advantage  in  point  of  reas- 
oning, owing  to  jastice  being  on  our  side,  tog:eth- 
er  with  the  ascendency  of  talents,  yet  they  have 
carried  off  the  loaves  and  fishes,  and  made  addi- 
tional encroachments  on  our  rights.  The  gentle- 
man's observations  of  last  winter  were  truly  Ame- 
rican ;  he  was  then  for  strong  measures.  And, 
sif,  has  there  been  any  relaxation,  on  the  part  of 
our  enemies,  in  their  destructive  policy  t  Have 
we  obtained  any  advantage?  Has  not  insult  been 
added  to  injury  ?  But  now  the  sentleman  is  for 
moderate  measures.  If  I  mistake  not,  he  was 
thon  an  advocate  for  the  non-intercourse ;  and 
now  he  is  for  laying  it  aside  before  an  experiment 
has  been  made  on  it,  and  for  adopting  this  sys- 
tem of  moderate  measures.  Yes.  sir ;  it  is  mod- 
erate, indeed ;  it  is  easinsr  yourself  down  into  an 
abyss  of  degradation.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Caroliua  (Mr.  Taylor)  acknowledges,  openly, 
that  it  is  submission,  but  qualifies  it,  by  saying 
that  it  is  not  more  so  than  the  non-intercourse. 
Sir,  it  is  our  own  fault,  if  the  non-intercourse 
has  not  been  energetic  ;  .we  were  so  much  off  our 
guard  last  summer,  owinsr  to  Erskine's  arrange- 
ment, that  we  repealed  the  provisions  calculated 
to  enforce  it.  Re-enact  them,  sir,  and  it  will  be 
coercive  on  our  enemies.  The  gentleman  quali- 
fies it  further,  by  sayingr  that,  if  it  is  submission, 
it  is  profitable  submission ;  it  will  bring  money 
into  our  Treasury.  Is  this  the  language  of  Ame- 
ricans— to  be  willing  to  barter  their  national  re- 
spectability, for  a  few  cents?  Sir,  I  trust  the 
ffreat  bulk  of  the  American  people  have  not  so 
far  degenerated  from  the  heroism  of- their  fathers 
as  to  subscribe  to  this  doctrine. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Mont- 
oombry)  says,  we  are  determined  to  have  com- 
merce, and,  wnen  that  is  resolved  on,  it  will  be 
defended.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  afraid  the  determina- 
tion will  be  a  fatal  one.  at  the  expense  of  national 
hbnor.  How  defended  f  Has  the  gentleman  come 
forward  with  any  plan  of. defence?  Certainly 
Hot.  He  must  be  eaglc'syed,  indeed,  if  he  can 
discover  anything  like  resistance  in  this  bill.  The 
gentleman  says,  repeal  the  non-intercourse  with- 
out a  substitute,  and  you  abandon  the  best  inter- 
est of  the  country.  Whut  substitute  does  the 
gentleman  mean?  Certainly,  he  cannot  be  un- 
der such  mistaken  policy  as  to  suppose  this  hu- 
miliating cneasure  a  substitute  for  a  system,  that, 
not  long  since,  he  conceived  to  be,  not  only  an 
honorable  stand,  but  would  be  efficient  as  a  coer- 
cive measure.  But  the  gentleman  tells  you  that 
if  this  was  the  only  measure  that  was  to  be  adopt- 
ed, to  redress  ourgrievances,  he  should  beamon^ 
the  discontented.    I  wish  the  gentleman  would 


let  us  know  what  he  contemplates  bringing  for- 
ward; it  ought  to  be  laid  on  your  taUe  before 
we  take  a  vote  on  this  bill,  before  we  repeal  the 
only  thing  that  stands  between-  us  and  disgrace. 
No,  sir,  I  am  satisfied,  from  the  apparent  politicil 
torpor  that  pervades  the  House^  and  from  a  dis- 
position I  have  discovered  of  laying  on  our  oara, 
that  if  this  is  adopted,  which  is  nothing  more 
than  backing  out,  that  we  are  pinned  down ;  yes, 
completely  anchored;  and  that  the  chapter  of  ac- 
cidents must  do  the  balance. 

Sir,  my  anxious  wish  is  to  avert  war;  but,  if  we 
keep  receding,  we  must  calculate  on  additiosal 
encroachments;  whereas,  if  we  form  a  manly 
stand,  act  with  firmness,  show  Britain  thatm 
will  liot  abandon  our  pretensions,  she  will  recede, 
owing  to  her  being  cutout  from  atloth^r  parts  of 
the  world  ;  she  must  recede,  or  fall. 

Sir,  we  most  act  with  more  firmness;  we  mast 
shake  off  that  political  lethargy  that  we  hare 
been  slumbering  under  for  some  time,  unless  we 
wish  to  see  tl^  reign  of  terror  again,  with  the 
alien  and  gag-laws,  accompanied  by  their  train  of 
evils;  for, sir,  your  political  opponents  are  vigilaot, 
and  are  prepared  to  take  all  aa  vaatagesof  your  wa- 
vering poltcv*  I  applaud  their  management,  how- 
ever 1  may  despise  their  political  principle;  they 
come  forward  on  all  occasions,  abreast,  like  the 
Macedonian  phalant ;  and,  sir,  I  ferveotly  wish 
that  the  Federal  phalanx  may  not  be  as  fatal  to 
the  liberties  of  the  American  Republic,  as  was 
the  Macedonian  Philip  and  his  phalanx  to  the 
Grecian  Republics ;  for,  sir,  the  most  direful  evils 
are  to  be  apprehended  from  their  thwarting  the 
Administration,  and  hanging  upon  the  wheels  of 
Government. 

But,  it  is  said,  this  is  an  Administration  measure. 
Sir,  I  nave  examined,  particularly,  the  President's 
Message  handed  to  Congress  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  and  cannot  see  that  he  takes 
the  responsibility  of  recommending  this  measure 
on  himself;  ana,  sir,  I  do  not  choose  (much  as  I 
am  disposed  to  support  the  President  iii  all  rea- 
sonable measures)  to  take  any  of  the  responsi- 
bility of  this  cobweb  submissive  system  on  my 
shoulders.  Sir,  I  much  regret  the  necessity  I  am 
under,  of  differing  with  a  number  of  my  political 
friends,  with  whom  it  has  been  my  pride  to  act. 
I  attribute  the  purest  motives  to  them,  and  expect 
a  correspondent  liberality  ;  I  would  make  any 
reasonable  sacrifice,  but  I  must  be  pardoned  when 
I  refuse  to  unite  in  what  I  conceive  to  be  degra- 
dation ;  for  I  was  not  sent  here  to  compromit  the 
honor  of  my  country. 

Sir,  I  have  been  gratified  at  the  patient  atten- 
tion of  the  House,  for  which  I  return  my  sincere 
thanks. 

Mr.  McmffORD. — It  was  not  my  intention,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  have  said  one  word  more  on  this  sub^ 
ject,  as  the  motion  I  had  made  for  postponement 
failed.  I  did,  then,  think  it  unnecessary  to  make 
any  further  observations  at  this  time;  but,  sir,  the 
time  is  now  arrived  which  had  been  assigned  for 
the  final  passage  of  the  bill  before  you,  and  con- 
ceiving as  I  do,  and  being  strongly  impressed  with 
its  injurious  effects,  I  shall  not  cease  to  oppose  it, 
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aod  should  deem  myself  culpable  of  a  dereliction 
of  principle,  as  well  as  of  toe  duty  I  owe  to. my 
country,  not  to  resist  its  becoming  a  law  in  all  its 
stages  and  meanderings.  Sir,  we  are  about  tak- 
ing upon  ourselres  an  awful* responsibilitv.  On 
this  bill  turns  the  pivot  of  your  toreign  relations, 
aod  perhaps  the  future  destinies  of  this  portion  or 
the  new  world.  While  I  shall  impute  the  purest 
motiTes  to  those  with  whom  I  may  differ  in  opin- 
ion on  this  qaestion,  I  hope  a  correspondent  lib- 
erality will  be  extended  towards  me.  No  man 
respects  the  opinions  of  the  honorable  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  on  many 
subjects,  more  than  I  do,  but.  in  the  present  in- 
stance, we  are  wide  apart.  I  nave  been  led  some 
times  to  doubt  whether  my  own  judgment  might 
LOi  have  misonderstood  some  of  the  prorisions 
of  this  bill,  and  I  have  endeavored  to  reconcile  it 
imder  various  shapes :  but  all  to  no  purpose ;  .the 
more  I  have  examined  it,  the  more  I  am  eon- 
Tioeed  my  first  impressions  were  correct. 

The  worthy  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations, 
has  asked  me.  in  his  plain  honest  way,  whereiii 
this  bill  differs  materially  from  the  non-inter- 
coorse  heretofore  recommended  by  me  ?  I  will 
endeavor  to  answer  him  in  his  own  laconic  way, 
that  the  non-intercourse  of  last  year  differs  very 
materially  from  this  bill,  inasmuch  as  the  gentle- 
man says  he  will,  by  this  bill,  enter  his  protest 
a^inst  the  tiger  and  the  shark,  (so  appropriately 
called  by  himself.)  while,  at  the  same  time,  he  is 
willing  to  supply  their  rapacious  jaws  with  food 
to  devour  us.  To  this  I  never  have,  nor  will  I 
erer  give  my  assent,  until  our  rights  are  redressed 
ud  resp€^cted.  I  have'^no  earthly  interest  in  op- 
posing this  bill.  I  am  no  importer  of  dry  goods; 
OD  the  contrary,  my  property,  now  on  the  high 
seat,  to  a  considerable  amount,  will  be  exposed 
to  the  very  measures  I  recommend,  which  mav 
be  obviated  perhaps  by  the  passage  of  this  bill. 
Bnt  I  tftiat  I  am  governed  by  far  different  mo- 
tives; my  highest  ambition  is  to  promote  the  best 
iaterests  and  honor  of  mv  countvy.  I  am  no 
office  hunter,  and  am  sent  uere  without  any  soli- 
ciatton  on  my  part.  The  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Taylor,)  whose  pa- 
motism  I  have  often  admired,  has  astonished  me. 
1  understood  him  to  have  said  that  this  bill  was 
sobmission,  direct,  and  my  former  project  was 
the  ame  indirectly,  but  preferable  to  mine,  as  it 
was  a  submission  of  profit  to  the  Treasury.  Pro- 
fir  is  to  be  sure  desirable,  when  to  be  had  on  hon- 
orable terms;  but,  sir,  have  we  arrived  so  early  to 
that  period  which  the  enemies  of  republican  in- 
stitations  have  predicted  would  be  oui'  fate  at  a 
distant  dajr;  shall  we  suffer  this  miserable,  avari- 
eious,  sordid,  money-making  system,  to  benumb 
and  envelope  our  sense?  It  has  been  the  down- 
fall of  ancient  Republics,  and  if  we  do  not  arouse 
from  our  lethargy,  it  will  inevitabljf  overwhelm 
the  last  sheet-anchor  of  man's  hopes  m  this  world. 
A  Utile  more  of  the  folding  of  the  arms ;  a  little 
more  slumber ;  a  little  more  money,  and  we  are 
2o8t  forever.  Whether  we  send  a  little  more  or 
less  Inmber  from  Kennebunk  or  Saco,  a  little 
nth  Cost.  £d  Sbss.— 49 


more  or  less  whale  oil  from  Nantucket,  a  little 
more  or  less  potash  from  New  York,  a  little  more 
or  less  flour,  tobacco,  cotton,  and  rice,  from  the 
Southern  States,  is,  in  my  humble  opinion,  un- 
worthy the  consideration  of  the  National  Legis- 
lature, when  weighed  in  the  balance  against  the 
honor  of  our  country.  I  would  ask  wherein  does 
your  situation  now  differ  materially  between  an 
act  of  Parliament  taxing  your  commerce  and  re- 
stricting it  to  the  mother  country  previous  to  our 
glorious  Revolution,  and  the  present  British  Or- 
ders in  Council?  There  is  scarcely  a  shade  of 
difference;  yet.  sir,  with  innumerable  difficulties 
staring  you  m  the  face,  you  resisted  with  success — 
to  honor,  to  glory,  and  to  independence;  and  shall 
it  now  be  said  tnat  a  population  of  about  two 
millions,  without  means,  and  with  a  feeble  Gov- 
ernment asserted  and  acquired  that  which  a  pop- 
ulation of  more  than  seven  millions,  with  a  full 
credit,  ample  means,  and  a  strong,  confederated 
Government,  hesitates  to  perform  f 

During  the  last  Summer  session,  I  heard  no 
complaint  of  the  partial  repeal  of  the  embargo ; 
it  was  then,  I  believe,  deemed  a  tolerable  good 
measure,  and  one  of  the  causes  that  contributed 
among  others  to  bring  about  the  arrangement 
with  Mr.  Erskine — no  one,  I  believe,  ever  pre- 
tended that  it  was  more  than  a  choice  of  evils. 
But  it  preserved  the  national  honor  and  kept  the 
country  in  peace.  If  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  will  consent  to  infuse  some  energy  into 
this  bill,  so  as  to  protect  by  convoy,  to  all  parts 
of  the  world,  every  species  of  bona  fide  Ameri- 
can property,  contraband  excepted,  (much  as  I 
dislike  the  bill,)  I  will  vote  for  it — and  I  am  the 
more  solicitous  for  this  course  as  I  cannot  see  any 
other  way  to  put  down  the  most  nefarious  prac- 
tices of  the  British  merchants,  who  are  making 
use  of  forged  papers,  purporting  to  be  of  Ameri- 
can vessels,  now  carrying  on  in  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, under  the  very  eyes  of  the  British  Ministry. 
Even  your  Chief  Magistrate's  signature,  as  well 
as  the  subordinate  officers  of  your  Government, 
have  been  counterfeited  by  those  people.  Of  more 
than  two  hundred  sail  of  pretended  American 
vessels  lately  arrived  in  England  from  the  Baltic 
and  White  Sea,  it  is  probable  that  not  more  than 
fifty  w6re  bona  fide  American.  It  is  for  these 
felonious  practices  of  forged  papers  that  jour 
citizens  have  been  incarcerated  in  French  prisons 
for  violating  the  municipal  laws  of  France,  and 
from  that  cause  principally  have  your  difficulties 
arisen  with  continental  Europe.  The  operation 
of  the  convoy  system  would  ascertain  to  whom 
the  vessels  and  cargoes  actually  belonged;  but 
what  is  of  infinitely  more  consequence,  would 
prevent  impressments,  and  insure  the  liberty  of 
our  citizens,  at  all  times  of  primary  importance — 
would  insure  an  entrance  into  continental  Eu- 
rope, where  your  produce  is  principally  consumed. 
As  the  officer  would  bear  the  commission  of  your 
Chief  Magistrate,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the 
continental  Powers  would  not  nesitate  to  put  faith 
in  his  statement,  that  the  whole  of  his  convov 
were  bona  fide  American.  Thus,  sir,  you  will 
shut  out  from  continental  Europf  the  embargo 
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breakers  aod  TioUtors  of  jroar  laws,  and  the  Brit- 
ish and  Americao  coonterfeiters,  for  it  will  natu- 
ralif  occur  to  those  Powers  that  no  vessel,  merely 
for  wearing  the  Americao  colors,  (which  have 
been  shamefully  abused  by  some  men,  disgracing 
themselves  and  bringing  a  reproach  on  the  name 
of  that  free  country  which  gave  them  birth,)  will 
be  admitted  without  coming  under  protection  of 
a  ship  or  vessel  of  war  under  the  command  <^  an 
officer  of  the  American  Navy,  duly  authorized 
for  thut  purpose.  This  svstem  will  be  attended 
with  inconvenience,  I  will  allow,  in  some  instan- 
ces. But  what  will  you  do  in  the  multiplicitjr  of 
difficulties  that  present  themselves  1  Turn  which 
way  you  will,  tney  stare  you  in  the  face.  There 
is  no  other  way  but  to  take  the  choice  of  evils; 
and,  under  every  view  I  have  been  able  to  con- 
sider the  subject  for  the  present,  this  appears  to 
my  humble  opinion  to  be  the  least  objectionable. 

It  seems  that  if  France  and  England  never 
agreed  before,  they  now  have  entered  into  co- 
partnership to  try  and  see  which  of  them  can  do 
us  the  most  harm.  France  says,  if  England  will 
respect  the  freedom  of  the  seas,  I  will  repeal  my 
decrees.  England  says,  if  France  will  repeal  her 
decrees,  I  will  repeal  my  Orders  in  Council ;  and 
while  they  thus  appear  to  dispute  among  them- 
selves we  are  the  sufferers.  One  says,  I  only  re- 
taliate on  France ;  I  do  not  mean  to  hurt  you. 
The  other  says,  I  only  maintain  the  liberty  ol  the 
seas.  One  robs  you  insidiously ;  the  other,  more 
open  and  direct,  burns  vour  property.  From  such 
liberties  good  Lord  deliver  my  country ! 

Tou  may  repeal  this  bill  at  your  pleasure;  but 
can  you  repeal  the  Orders  in  Council?  They 
are  a  studied  system  against  you.  This  bill  will 
furnish  them  with  an  overstocked  market  of  our 
produce,  (to  the  manifest  ruin  of  many  of  your 
merchants,)  with  which  they  will  carry  on  a  con- 
traband trade  in  their  own  ships  to  the  Continent, 
and  if  you  interfere,  your  ships  will  be  taken  in 
sight  of  theiHs,  trading  to  the  same  ports,  and 
condemned.  Thus,  they  will  not  leave  you  direct, 
indirect,  nor  forced  trade,  with  any  other  part  of 
the  world,  but  with  themselves,  which  would 
soon  drain  you  of  your  precious  metals. 

I  have  never  advocated  the  cause  of  any  for- 
eign country,  and  I  trust  in  God  I  never  shall. 
My  object  has  always  been  to  pursue  such  a  course 
as  I  thouffht  would  most  likely  promote  the  best 
interest  of  my  own  country ;  and  I  was  very  happy 
when  the  arrangement  took  place  with  Mr.  Ers- 
kine,  because  it  convinced  my  own  countrymen 
that  we  were  determined  to  settle  as  an  indepen- 
dent nation  with  one  of  the  belligerents;  whether 
the  other  liked  it  or  disliked  it,  was  a  matter  of 
indifierence  to  us.  They  might  fight  their  own 
disputes  in  their  own  way,  and  we  will  mana^ 
our  own  affiiirs  in  our  own  way.  This  bill,  in 
my  opinion,  is  neither  neutral  nor  belligerent; 
but  it  concedes  so  much  to  one  of  the  belliffe- 
rents,  that  I  think  it  no  more  than  natural  to  in- 
fer that  the  other  will  consider  that  you  have 
acquiesced  in  their  orders,  and  will  issue  new  de- 
crees, confiscating,  sequestrating,  and  burning 
your  property,  wherever  to  be  found,  lo  effecta- 


ally  as  to  shut  yon  out  of  continental  Europe  alto- 
gether, from  the  Bosphoros  to  the  White  Sea. 
Can  this  be  a  desirable  state  of  things?    It  is 
in  vain  to  say  that  we  can  carry  on  a  lucrative 
commerce  with  Great  Britain  only,  when  she  is 
herself  daily  exerting  her  utmost  laculties,  and 
complaining  constanuy  because  of  the  great  dif- 
ficulties to  introduce  our  commodities  into  the 
very  market  which  we  ought,  as  an  independent 
nation,  to  carry  direct  oursielves,  and  without 
which  trade  you  will  not  be  able  to  pay  the  mil- 
lions of  the  balance  of  trade  a^inst  you,  arising 
from  the  importations  of  British  manu&ctures 
and  gewgaws.    If  money  only  is  to  be  the  pre- 
dominent  fashion  of  the  day,  we  ought  to  go 
direct  to  the  conauoiers,  because  upland  cotton  in 
France  is  100  cents  per  pound ;  in  Hollaad  it  is 
80,  and,  in  Denmark,  50 ;  aod  after  the  arrange- 
ment in  April  last  was  known  in  England,  it  fell 
from  44  to  20  cents ;  and  the  moment  tbe  present 
bill  becomes  a  law.  and  is  known  there,  it  will 
again  fall  from  the  last  price  I  heard  of,  35  cents, 
down  to  the  old  price  of  20  cents,  and  perhaps 
les&  and  every  other  article  in  proportion.    The 
trade  to  the  Continent  is  now  becomiqg  more 
lucrative  than  ever,  on  account  of  the  remittances 
made  in  bills  of  exchange  to  pay  the  balance  we 
owe  England,  at  an  advantage  of  25  to  30  per 
centum  in  favor  of  the  American  produce  sold 
in  Denmark  and  Holland,  which,  if  abandoned 
now,  we  may  never  have  so  favorable  an  oppor- 
tunity to  regain.    This  bill  is  saying  to  your  citi- 
zens, you  may  safely  go  to  France  and  England  ; 
it  is  not  necessary  for  your  Government  to  inter- 
pose between  you  and  those  nations.     This   is 
holding  out  a  fallacious  idea.    Everybody  know^s 
Great  Britain's  insidious  policy  will  molest  you 
by  her  numerous  cruisers;  and  France,  not  les^ 
disposed  to  alter  her  policy,  will  sequester,  unless 
you  can  convince  her  that  you  come  as  real  bona 
fide  neutrals  ;  and  you  cannot  do  it  effectually  in 
any  other  way  but  by  convoy  to  such  ports  ms  are 
actually  invested  and  blockaded.    Does  not  Mr« 
Jackson  expreisly  say  to  Mr.  SecreUry  Smith,  thai 
His  Britannic  Majesty  will  not  cease  to  maintain 
the  right  of  blockading  his  enemy's  ports  byproc^ 
lamimony  even  without  an  actual  force  before 
them  ?    Can  it  be  possible  that  we  will  ever  re 
cognise  such  a  monstrous  doctrine  ?    No,  sir,  tbi^ 
nation  never  will.    No.    She  will  not  trackle  u 
the  mandates  of  any  potentate  whatever. 

There  is  another  important  Constitutioaa 

r>int  of  view  in  which  I  consider  this  subject 
presume  it  cannot  be  in  serious  contemplatioi 
to  abandon  our  commerce  without  protection,  o 
to  quit  the  ocean  altogether.  This  is  a  comaiei 
cial  people;  you  cannot  do  it.  Under  what  cii 
cumstances  was  the  Constitution  under  vrhich  ^w 
now  hold  our  seats  in  this  House  formed  ?  Th 
fathers  of  our  glorious  Revolution,  foresee! o 
much  clashing  of  interests  between  the  Stati 
under  the  old  C<uifederation,  which  could  not  ei 
force  tbe  collection  of  the  five  per  cent,  impoi 
recommended  by  them,  devised  the  |>laii  of  a 
association,  who  assembled  at  Annapolis  for  tl 
avowed  purpose  of  comnercial  regalaiioDs,   j 
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which  the  preseol  Chief  Magistrate  took  a  con- 
spieaoos  part.    And  what  was  the  result  of  the 
deliberatioQs  of  those  sages,  who,  foreseeing  in- 
surmountable obstacleS|  proposed  to  the  several 
States  to  send  delegates  to  Philadelphia,  in  order 
to  fix  upon  some  plan  to  obviate  those  commer- 
cial difficulties,  which  was,  in  the  first  instance, 
the  principal  object  of  their  meeting  together  f 
The  several  States  did  send  delegates  accordingly, 
atid  that  constellation  of  wisdom  did  agree  to  re- 
commend a  form  of  Government  for  the  adoption 
of  the  respective  States,  and  at  a  propitious  mo- 
meat,  when  we  were  in  profound  peace;  who,  in 
consequence  of  this  recommendation,  did  deliber- 
ate upon  the  compact  proposed  to  tnem.    Some 
of  the  States  immediately  acquiesced;  others, 
with  great  reluctance,  hesitated  some  time.   But. 
soeh  was  their  confidence  in  the  illastrious  char- 
aeten  who  recommended  the  plan,  they  at  last 
acquiesced.     Sir,  it  required  ail  th^e  talents  of  a 
Ma(iiK>n,  a  Hamilton,  a  Jay,  and  many  other  wor- 
thies, (in  their  vahous  essays  on  that  measure,)  to 
indoee  the  State  of  New  York  to  assent  to  the 
compact.    She  was  not  willing  to  give  up  a  cer- 
tainty for  an  uncertainty ;  and,  after  a  long  con- 
test in  her  convention,  the  solemn  decision  was 
taken,  and  carried  only  by  OTie  vote.    How  she 
has  been  requited,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  delineate 
at  this  time.     But  I  do  hope  that  you  will  not 
verify  the  predictions  that  were  foretold  in  her 
eoareotion  at  that  day.    Thus,  we  instituted  a 
Government  of  equal  laws  and  equal  protection 
to  all  classes  of  citizens,  guarantied  to  us  by  that 
CoQstitutioD,  the  admiration  of  the  world,  and 
which  solemnly  pledges  the  faith  of  the  nation 
to  promote  and  defend  the  general  welfare  of  the 
whole.    It  is  impossible  to  abandon  that  com- 
merce, which  the  wise  framers  of  the  Constitu- 
tion expremly  meant  to  protect  and  defend.    And 
if  you  shall  conclude  to  retire  from  tlie  ocean,  the 
ioevitable  consequence  will  be,  that  you  must 
have  recoarse  to  direct  taxes — there  is  no  other 
alternative.     This  Constitution  having  srown  out 
of  mutual  concessions,  it  ought  to  be  always  up- 
permost in  our  view ;  we  pught  to  consider  it  as 
the  apple  of  the  eye  of  the  body  politic,  the  sheet- 
inchor  of  our  hopes,  and  never  suffer  anything 
that  shall  ia  the  least,  tend  to  impair  those  obli- 
gations which  have  been  transmitted  to  us  by  the 
fother  of  our  beloved  country. 

We  shall  be  told,  if  this  bill  passes,  it  will  not 
meTent  us  from  taking  other  stronger  ground. 
it  would  be  very  grateful  for  me  to  see  the  coun- 
try armed  at  all  points,  on  the^efensive,  in  earn- 
est. But  I  very  much  doubt  it.  I  shall  despair 
of  getting  at  this  plain  question — Will  you,  or  will 
you  not,  defend  your  commerce  and  the  liberty 
of  the  citizen  from  the  rapacious  jaws  of  the  bel- 
ligerenta?  I  shall  be  told  trade  is  now  open, 
money  is  plenty,  produce  sells  high ;  no  occasion 
to  do  anything  more,  (impressment  and  Chesa- 
peake an  old  story.)  Will  you  now  undertake  to 
make  use  of  energetic  measures,  when  we  have 
jast  let  loose  our  defenceless  commerce  ?  Th us,  sir, 
we  are  continually  to  trust  to  the  chapter  of  acci- 
denu.    Laet  us  get  oat  of  this  thraldom.    I  wish 


for  some  permanent  system,  of  a  decided,  firm 
character,  on  which  the  eouatrv  can  rely. 

I  may  be  mistaken  in  some  of  the  views  I  have 
taken  of  this  subject ;  but,  being  fully  convinced 
that  it  will  compromit  the  honor  and  the  dearest 
interests  of  my  country,  1  have  considered  it  my 
indispensable  doty,  as  a  represeatative  of  the  peo- 
ple, to  oppose  this  bill  in  all  its  stages.  If  it  shall 
be  decided  a^inst  me,  I  shall,  with  all  due  def- 
erence, submit  to  the  majority. 

Mr.  JoBNBON. — Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  not  apolo- 
gi2e  for  the  remarks  1  am  about  to  make,  al- 
though the  discharge  of  other  duties  has  pre- 
vented ma  from  arranging  or  condensing  my 
thoughts  as  I  would  wish.  The  opposition  to 
this  bill  has  been  remarkable,  in  at  least  one  fea- 
ture, its  variety.  We  have  been  entertained  with 
the  importance  of  manufactories,  and  the  duty 
of  this  House  to  encourage  them,  and  then  tha 
conclusion  seemed  to  be  drawn,  tnat  we  should 
vote  against  this  bill.  To  this  I  can  say,  that  no 
individual  of  the  nation  can  be  more  anxious 
than  I  am  to  encourage  and  promote  manufac- 
tures, by  which  our  dependence  on  foreign  na- 
tions will  be  destroyed  and  our  independence 
more  easily  maintained.  This  bill  is  so  far  from 
obstructing  the  progress  of  manufactures,  every 
prineiple  of  the  bill  fosters  and  protects  them. 
Others  have  described  the  calamities  of  war  with 
much  feeling,  and  have  ffiven  it  as  their  opinion, 
that  this  bill  would  involve  us  in  war  with  either 
France  or  Gkeat  Britain,  or  with  both  Powers. 
To  this  I  answer,  if  this  was  to  follow,  we  have 
had  just  cause  of  war  against  both  nations,  and 
the  calamities  could  not  be  much  greater  than 
those  which  have  been  wantonly  inflicted  on  us 
without  any  provocation  or  efiectual  resistance 
on  our  part.  But  this  measure  is  neither  war, 
nor  will  it  more  necessarily  produce  it  than  any 
other  honorable  exercise  or  our  rightful  powers. 
Other  gentlemen  have  recited  the  wrongs  of 
France  and  England,  in  the  hioffuage  of  patri- 
otic indignation,  at  which  I  have  oeen  delighted 
and  interested  to  see  such  a  spirit  of  freedom 
warm  their  bosoms^  and  then  the  conclusion  has 
been  drawn,  that  this  bill  is  submission,  la  an- 
swer to  this  1  state,  first,  that  this  bill  is  not  sub- 
mission; secondly,  it  is  not  in  opposition  to 
any  measure  of  resistance  which  has  been  nien- 
tinned.  It  is  not  inconsistent  with  granting  let- 
ters of  marque  and  reprisal,  nor  with  taking  the 
Canadas,  nor  With  the  recall  of  our  Ministers,  nor 
with  any  other  measure  of  effectual  and  honora- 
ble resistance,  nor  does  it  paralyze  or  weaken  in 
any  way  the  energies  of  the  nation.  Where  I 
am  known  I  believe  none  will  doubt  my  readi- 
ness to  go  to  war  both  with  France  and  Great 
Britain  rather  than  submit  longer  to  their  depre- 
dations and  insults.  I  have  never  had  any  other 
sentiments  since  the  attack  on  thct  Chesapeake. 
Let  those  who  object  to  this  as  submission,  intro- 
duce their  plan  of  resistance,  and  then  we  shall 
see  who  are  willing  to  vindicate  the  honor  and 
dignity  of  the  nation.  Others  say  we  had  as  well 
attempt  to  control  the  elements  as  commerce; 
that  tha  merchants  should  be  permitted  to  go 
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-where  and  how  they  please  without  restraint.  In 
answer  to  this,  I  state  that  the  merchants  have 
had  too  much  influence  in  the  conflict  already; 
Ibey  have  done  much  to  embarrass  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  first  instance,  and  secondly,  they 
have  invited  foreign  nations  to  continue  their 
depredations  by  this  infamous  conduct.  I  mean 
that  class  of  merchants  who  have  opposed  the 
measures  of  the  Union  and  bid  defiance  to  our 
authority  by  violating  the  laws,  and  now  refuse 
to  fight  for  their  country  or  make  resistance 
against  foreijp^n  enemies.  And  I  am  unwilling 
for  any  set.ofmen  to  influence  my  conduct  when 
they  are  governed  by  such  sordid  and  selfish 
Tiews.  Those  whose  afi*ections  are  drawn  from 
this  country,  and  who  can  say,  Well  done,  and 
long  live  the  United  States!  so  long  as  our  neutral 
character  gave  them  advantage  over  the  subjects 
of  other  nations,  and  then  claim  protection  under 
the  British  navv  after  our  neutral  rights  have 
lieen  disregarded  by  that  Power — if  soch  men 
are  now  dissatisfied^  let  them  go  and  swear  alle- 

giance  to  the  British  Government  and  become 
ritish  subjects.  The  plain  English  of  this  ob- 
jection amounts  to  this :  Let  the  merchants  dic- 
tate and  govern  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  they  will  be  satisfied,  or  sell  the  indepen- 
dence or  this  nation  for  gold.  Others  say  that  it 
will  be  worse  than  the  embargo  by  retaliation 
frona  Great  Britain  in  excluding  our  vessels;  that 
it  will  be  a  perfect  non-intercourse,  and  we  shall 
be  deprived  of  British  manufactures.  In  answer 
to  this  I  state  that  a  conviction  on  my  mind  that 
this  state  of  things  would  be  produced,  would 
alone  furnish  sufficient  argument  for  me  to  vote 
for  the  bill.  I  wish  to  see  a  complete  non-inter- 
course produced,  and  British  fabrics  excluded 
until  Great  Britain  shall  do  us  justice.  What 
would  England  lose  by  this  state  of  things?  She 
would  lose  that  under  which  she  could  not  sup- 
port herself  twelve  months.  Others  say  many 
will  be  the  evils  of  this  bill.  .The  argument 
would  put  down  all  human  institutions.  The 
most  perfect  system  of  the  penal  code  might  be 
objected  to  upon  the  possibilitv  or  even  proba- 
bility that  in  some  case  the  guilty  might  escape 
punishment  or  the  innocent  might  suffer.  Let 
the  nation  understand  the  question  before  us.  It 
ia  a  very  plain  question ;  it  is  a  <]uestion  regulat- 
ing our  commerce ;  it  is  a  navigation  act  upon 
our  exports  and  imports. 

It  is  this  or  nothing.  As  Great  Britain  and 
France  are  waging  continued  war  upon  us.  the 
question  arises,  win  you  pass  this  bill,  by  wnich 
you  exclude  the  British  navy  and  French  priva- 
teers, also  British  and  French  merchant  vessels 
froni  our  ports  and  waters ;  or  will  you  permit 
British  and  French  armed  vessels  and  also  the 
merchantmen  to  come  in  and  fo  out.  as  they 

E lease,  enjoying  the  hospitality  of  our  people  ?  I 
ope  not.  I  hope,  if  we  can  do  nothinj;  more, 
we  will  exclude  France  and  England  from  the 
koapitality  and  protection  of  our  waters,  and  their 
merchants  from  commercial  rights.  1  hope  this 
nation  never  will  agree  to  abandon  the  rights  of 
the  people — war  before  dishonor.    The  question 


then  is,  between  this  bill  and  the  non-interconrse, 
which  will  expire  at  the  end  of  this  session — 
which  shall  we  prefer  1  Or,  whether  this  bill  or 
nothing  but  national  disgrace  ?  The  non-inter- 
course has  been  abandoned  by  all ;  no  proposition 
has  been  made  to  enforce  it.  In  fact,  it  cannot  be 
enforced,  and  it  would  require  almost  as  many 
men  and  as  much  money  to  enforce  it  even  at 
home,  as  to  carry  on  war  with  France  and  Great 
Britain.  The  object  of  the  non-intercourae  was 
to  exclude  French  and  English  goods  and  pro- 
ducts. Those  who  have  opposed  this  bill  confess 
that  the  non-intercourse  ia  worse  than  nothing; 
French  and  English  goods  have  not  been  ex- 
cluded. But  we  have  them  in  quantity  almost 
without  diminution,  and  in  price  much  enhanced. 
Very  well ;  what  is  the  price  of  our  own  products  % 
The  market  glutted,  and  what  we  sell  is  at  a  re- 
duced price.  This  Jaw  has  been  evaded  in  the 
most  shameful  manner  by  the  infamous  part  of 
the  community.  The  coasting  vessels  go  to  for- 
eign markets,  and  evade  the  penalty  by  s^liog 
cargo  and  ship  and  leaving  the  crew  in  a  foreign 
land.  By  smuggling  through  the  Canadas,  it  has 
been  violated.  The  non-intercourse  has  given 
Great  Britain  a  monopoly  of  our  trade  by  inter« 
changing  British  goods  in  the  British  provinces 
and  Flanders  for  the  products  of  the  United 
States.  More  than  one  hundred  British  vessels 
are  now  at  anchor  at  Amelia  island,  in  sight  of 
Georgia,  taking  ofi" cotton;  and  who  would  be  so 
mean  as  to  sneak  to  Amelia  island  and  sacrifice 
property  and  principle  to  enrich  our  deadly  ene- 
mies, and  untimately  ruin  ourselves?  The  non- 
intercourse  has  also  lessened  our  revenue  with- 
out injuring  our  enemies,  and  it  has  enriched  ihe 
unprincipled  part  of  the  traders,  to  the  injury  of  the 
honest  merchant  and  farmer.  I  have  certain  in- 
telligence that  insurances  can  be  obtained  in  New 
York  and  elsewhere  against  the  penalties  of  the 
non-intercourse  as  to  Great  Britain.  This  is  too 
degrading  to  the  human  character;  and  a  mem- 
ber stated  on  this  floor  that  he  did  not  beliere 
that  the  President  had  the  right  of  reviving  the 
non-intercourse  as  to  Great  Britain,  and  there 
was  no  legal  non-intercourse  at  this  time.  I  was 
astonished  that  there  should  be  a  difierence  of 
opinion  upon  a  subject  so  plain,  and  one  which 
was  necessary  to  our  neutrality.  See  the  law 
upon  this  subject;  there  can  be  out  one  construc- 
tion. The  President  was  authorized  to  do  a 
ministerial  act,  to  suspend  the  non-intercourse  as 
to  France  or  Great  Britain  if  they  should  so 
modify  their  orders  and  decrees  as  not  to  infringe 
our  neutral  commerce.  The  British  Ministry 
promised  that  on  a  certain  day  such  modification 
bhould  take  place.  The  President,  by  proclama- 
tion, made  this  promise  known,  but  on  the  day 
promised,  Great  Britain  refused  to  make  such  a 
change.  The  non-intercourse  therefore  never 
was  suspended,  because  the  condition  alone  upon 
which  such  a  power  could  be  exercised  never  did 
take  place.  But  some  men  afiect  to  believe  what 
they  wish.  This  non-intercourse  was  a  substi- 
tute for  the  embargo,  and  the  fatal  moment  when 
that  measure  was  abandoned,  a  majority  refused 
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to  go  to  war,  and  these  are  the  froits  of  it.     I 
shall  not  hesitmte  therefore  to  vote  for  the  bill — a 
bill  which  excludes  British  and  French  armed 
and  anarmed  vessels  from  our  waters,  which 
ffiyes  the  whole  of  oar  trade  to  our  shippings — a 
Dill  whose  provisions  can  be  carried  into  effect 
without  difficulty^,  which  will  bring  money  to 
our  Treasury  while  it  injures  our  enemies.    It  is 
said  that  our  shipping  has  had  the  carrying  of 
our  own  produce—rgranted.   But  from  what  cause 
did  that  advantage  arise?  not  the  difference  of 
duty  upon  foreign  bottoms  and  our  own  vessels. 
No,  it  originated  from  the  advantages  of  our  neu- 
tral character.     Other  nations,  and  our  own  citi- 
zens, preferred  shipments  in  American  navigation, 
because  their  property  was  protected  under  our 
neutral  flag.     Not  so  at  this  time;  those  advan- 
tages have  been  destroyed   by  the  injustice  of 
foreign  nations,  and  we  must  assist  our  citizens 
by  the  aid  of  our  laws.    This  is  not  submission ; 
hx  from  it.     It  is  a  system  in  defiance  of  the 
Eoglish  orders  and  the  French  decrees.    Here- 
tofore we  have  tried  experiments  in  the  non-io- 
tereourse  and  the  embargo.    They  have  failed  to 
coerce  our  enemies,  and  they  in  some  measure 
preyented  a  collision  with  foreign  enemies.    By 
the  non-intercourse  we  are  told  not  to  go  to  Ens- 
laod;  so  said   the  French  decree.    We  are  told 
sot  to  go  CO  France ;  so  said  the  British  Orders  in 
Council ;  and  when  complaints  are  made  against 
these  two  rival  Powers,  gentlemen  say  we  will 
not  go  to  war  for  captures,  when  their  vessels 
were  violating  our  own  laws.    This  bill  excludes 
tbe  British  and  French  from  trading  with  us,  and 
we  permit  our  citizens  to  go  where  they  please 
under  certain  regulations.    Now,  when  a  vessel 
is  bound  to  France,  in  defiance  of  the  English 
orders,  and  the  British  should  make  a  capture, 
tbe  question  will  be  brought  home  to  every  mem- 
ber :  Will  you  submit  to  these  depredations,  or 
grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  and  authorize 
our  merchant  vessels  to  defend  themselves  and 
capture  ?    If  a  vessel  should  be  taken  by  a  French 
priTateer  going  to  England,  in  defiance  of  French 
decrees,  the  same  question  would  be  presented. 
So  far  from  this  measure  being  submission,  it  is 
a  defiance  of  the  orders  of  England  and  the  de- 
crees of  France ;  and  I  wish  to  defy  those  Pow- 
ers, 1  fear  them  not.    If  Great  Britain  should  re- 
taliate by  excluding^  our  vessels,  then  a  complete 
BOD-iaiercourse  will  take  place.    If  she  should 
retaliate  by  additional  duties,  then  we  shall  use 
\tii  of  her  manufactures,  and  our  commerce  will 
be  thrown  into  different  channels,  to  her  injury, 
and  not  of  the  United  States,  I  have  been  morti- 
fied that  on  this  occasion  some  sentlemen  have 
estimated  our  resources  as  inadequate  for  the 
purposes  of  war,  or  that  the  people  would  not 
support  a  war  in  defence  of  our  independence.  I 
believe  neither.     Our  resources  are  adequate  to 
the  maintanance  of  our  rights,  our  honor,  our 
independence,  and  the  people  are  as  willing,  and 
more  so  than  w^e  are,  to  risk  war  rather  than  sub- 
mit longer.     I  have  been  i)eculiarly  gratified  with 
the  sentiments  of  my  friend,  (Mr.  Desha,}  we 
coincide  in  sentiment.    Let  strong  measures  be 


introduced,  we  shall  not  differ  in  opinion.  I  have 
only  to  reeret,  that  upon  the  merits  of  this  par- 
ticular bill,  we  differ  in  our  votes. 

Mr.  Boyd. — Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  with  great  reluc- 
tance that  I  rise,  from  the  knowledge  that  I  have 
of  the  superior  ability  of  many  gentlemen  in  this 
House ;  and  that  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  public 
speaking,  lays  me  under  great  embarrassment; 
but,  sir,  I  sensibly  feel  it  as  an  imperative  duty, 
and  silence  would  be  criminal  in  this  state  of 
things. 

Sir,  I  do  not  expect  to  make  (nor  is  it  my  wish) 
one  proselyte  to  the  bill  that  we  are  about  to  pass. 
Every  gentleman,  for  himself,  ought  to  consult 
the  interest  of  his  country  at  large;  and  in  so  do- 
ing, to  use  his  own  judgment.  That  is  the  rule 
that  I  have  prescribed  to  myself  to  govern  my 
conduct.  I  trouble  the  House  but  seldom,  and 
would  at  all  times  much  rather  give  a  silent 
vote  ;  but  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  answer  some  ob- 
jections that  have  been  made  to  the  passing  of  it. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Liver- 
more,)  who  I  now  see  in  his  place,  objects  to  this;  "^ 
because^  says,  he  ''England  will  retaliate  on  you 
by  restrictive  laws ;  she  h^  the  power  and  will 
use  it — and  that  it  is  absurd  to  thiuK  otherwise,  or 
ever  talk  about  it ;"  with  a  great  ^al  more  such  • 
like  submissive  stuff  to  the  will  and  power  of  the 
King  of  Qreat  Britain.  And  in  addition  to  this, 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  GaroenibrI 
has  said  that  we  must  have  done  with  those  eternal, 
distressing,  destructive,  weak  and  pitiful  measures  ; 
that  England  will  not  change  or  alter  her  grand 
system  of  maritime  law;  that  she  has  told  you  so 
over  and  over  again !  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  may  I 
be  allowed  to  use  that  gentleman's  elegant  ex- 
pressions ?  If  I  may,  I  will  observe  that  I  am 
much  disgusted  with  those  eternal,  reiterated  and 
magnified  assertions  of  the  power  of  this  King  of 
Great  Britain,  made  in  order  to  deter  us  from 
acting  in  behalf  and  for  the  rights  and  interest  of 
our  own  country. 

Sir,  are  these  arguments,  if  they  may  be  so 
called,  to  prevent  or  dissuade  us  from  enacting 
laws,  rules,  and  regulations,  for  the  protection  and 
security  of  our  own  commercial  rights  and  navi- 
gation ?  Sir,  I  find  here  a  great  deal  of  submis- 
sion and  cupidity,  but  no  argument.  Must  all 
our  laws  be  formed  to  suit  the  will  of  our  ene- 
mies ?  Shall  we  do  nothing  to  secure  our  own 
rights  ?  Ob,  no !  we  are  told ;  Britain  will  retali- 
ate. Such  are  the  sentiments  of  those  gentle- 
men; I  trust  they  never  will  be  such  as  I  shall 
entertain. 

A  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  SbeffRt) 
has  said  that  he  hoped  that  he  should  never  see 
the  day  that  an  American  should  be  so  degraded 
as  to  stand  in  a  work-shop,  and  that  agriculture 
and  commerce  were  the  only  proper  pursuits  of 
the  American  people,  and  he  hoped  that  the 
American  people  would  never  debase  themselves 
80  far  as  to  become  manufacturers.  Sir,  I  hope 
that  I  will  see  the  day  that  we  shall  be  supplied 
with  our  own  manufactures.  I  have  seen  me- 
chanics that  would  not  think  themselves  much 
honored  by  shaking  hands  with  that  gentleman 
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or  any  gentleoiaa  on  this  floor — ^and  when  I  so 
aay  I  mean  no  disrespect  to  the  House.  Sir,  is  a 
mechanic  less  comfortable  or  more  debased  in  fol- 
lowing his  industry  in  a  good  work-shop,  than  a 
sailor,  a  ploughman,  a  scytheman  or  a  laborer  in 
the  field,  or  one  that  tills  the  soil  ?  No,  sir ;  1 
think  he  is  not  degraded. 

A  gentleman  from  Carolina  (Mr.  Macon)  says, 
in  Tindication  of  this  bill,  that  the  non-intercourse 
is  eluded,  and  allowed  on  all  hands  to  be  ineffective; 
that  he  cannot  see  how  it  erer  came  to  be  passed. 
He  says  he  is  an  embargo-man  and  never  denied 
it,  and  if  it  had  been  adhered  to,  it  would  have  an- 
swered every  purpose.  But  it  was  given  up  for 
the  non-intercourse,  and  how  it  ever  came  to  pass, 
he  cannot  account.  He  sayf,  he  never  heard  that 
it  had  a  single  friend  in  or  out  of  this  House,  that 
he  had  never  heard  a  single  man  in  the  House 
raise  his  voice  in  its  favor.  Now,  sir,  I  would 
askp  how  it  came  to  pass  into  a  law  by  so  large  a 
majority  of  both  Elouses  and  without  a  single 
friend?  Now,  sir,  is  this  the  fact?  To  me  it 
appears  very  different.  1  remember  well  that  at 
1  or  2  of  the  clock  at  night,  or  rather  the  morning, 
that  it  was  passed,  I  for  one  spoke  in  favor  of  it; 
the  embargo  was  to  Ub  given  up  and  this  was  sub- 
stituted as  a  stronger  measure,  and  less  objection- 
aJble.  I  then^bou^ht  it  a  stronger  measure  than 
the  embargo,  I  thmk  so  now;  and  permit  me  to 
ask  that  sen tleman  what  it  was  that  brought  the 
British  Government,  by  their  Minister  here,  Mr. 
Brskine,  to  propose  to  our  Government  a  repeal 
of  their  Orders  in  Council  on  condition  that  we 
would  repeal  the  non-intercourse,  (for  the  embargo 
at  that  time  was  repealed.^  and  enter  into  an  ar- 
rangement with  us.  I  feel  myself  authorized  to 
say,  that  it  was  the  non-intercourse,  and  the  pro- 
positions made  by  Mr.  Erskine  prove  it  to  be  so. 

Another  objection  is  raised  to  the  bill.  Eng- 
land will  retaliate;  we  shall  have  no  commerce; 
and  what  will  our  merchants  do  with  their  vast 
capital,  is  asked  ?  I  would  say,  that  if  there  is  such 
a  vast  capital,  let  a  part  of  it  be  employed  in  es- 
tablishing manufactories,  and  a  part  of  our  popu- 
lation tur^  their  attention  and  industry  that  way, 
and  there  will  be  no  comj^laint  of  inactive  capital. 
This  will  support  domestic  manufactures.  They 
in  their  turn  will  take  off  that  surplus  of  raw  ma- 
terials and  provisions  that  is  now  exported,  or  at 
least  a  great  part  of  it,  and  that  part  that  you  do 
export  will  command  the  better  price.  By  this 
means  the  farmer  will  have  a  market  at  his  door 
and  bis  coat  also.  When  we  do  so,  then  shall  we 
be  independent  and  not  before.  Ah!  but  say  een- 
tlemaa  on  my  right,  if  you  pass  this  bill  it  will  lead 
to  war.    War!  war!  is  continually  reiterated. 

Do  gentlemen  mean  by  such  means  to  deter  us 
from  forming  and  passing  municipal  laws  to  reg- 
ulate our  own  concerns,  and  protect  our  own 
property?  Sir,  war  is  a  great  calamity,  and 
ought  to  be  avoided  by  everv  proper  means ;  but 
if  it  must  eome  to  that,  I  shall  not  shrink  from  it. 
I  know  what  it  is;  I  have  felt  and  seen  it  in  all 
ita  terrors.  I  also  know  what  the  BLiog  of  Great 
Britain  can  do,  and  have  so  known  ever  since 
tfaa  year  1774, 


Now,  sir,  as  to  the  bill,  I  have  not  much  to  say 
in  favor  of  it;  but  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
House  is  about  to  repeal  the  non-intercour&e, 
and  that  this  bill,  with  some  other  restrictive 
measures,  will  take  the  place  of  it.  It  has  been 
brought  forward  by  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  and  presented  to  me  as  a  part  of  a  sys- 
tem, with  such  as  shall  be  added,  to  enable  the 
Executive  to  treat  with  the  belligerents  with 
greater  facility  and  advantage,  and  in  this  point 
of  view  I  accept  of  it,  and  shall  vote  for  the  pass- 
ing  of  it.  I  have  no  further  observations  to 
make. 

Messrs.  Livermore,  Sawtrr,  and  Milnor, 
spoke  against  the  bill. 

And  the  House  ndjourned  without  taking  a 
questioif. 


Thursday,  January  25. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  moneys  paid  during  the  last  year, 
on  account  of  miscellaneous  claims  not  other- 
wise provided  for,  an4  a  statement  of  contracts 
made  during  the  same  year,  by  or  under  his  di- 
rection ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Jackson, 

Ordered^  That  the  memorial  of  Return  J» 
Meigs,  junior,and  others,  witneoses  against  Aaron 
Burr  at  his  late  trial  in  Richmond,  presented  on 
the  9th  of  November,  1807,  be  referred  to  Mr.  J. 
G.  Jackson,  Mr.  Holland,  and  Mr.  Lton,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Dana  that  th« 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Rttohed,  That  it  ii  proper  by  law  to  establish  per^ 
manent  regnlstions  applicable  fo  eases  of  merchsoat 
vessels  allowed  to  be  armed  for  deftnoe  in  voya^eft 
which  may  be  permitted  to  poiti  of  the  West  Indies^ 
or  coasts  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  or  the  Meditenanean^ 
er  Baltic  Sea,  and  accordingly  to  provide  for  the  f«r^ 
nishing  of  such  letters  of  permission,  or  other  docu- 
mentary evidence,  as  may  be  proper  to  manifest  the 
defensive  character  of  the  armament  allowed,  and  at 
the  same  time,  by  law,  to  require  securities  for  the  ves- 
sels respectively,  that  thej  shall  not  proceed  to  any 
port  known  to  be  actually  blockaded,  nor  carry  articles 
contraband  of  war  to  Uie  dominion  of  a  benigerent 
Power,  nor  violate  the  laws  or  treaties  of  the  United 
States,  or  the  rules  of  pnblic  law  by  the  United  States 
acknowledged,  but  wiU  obserre  the  instructions  which 
may  be  given  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
for  preventing  any  snch  violation,  and  that  satiafisction 
shall  be  made  fot  all  damages  and  injuries,  if  any 
should  be  committed  in  contravention  thereof. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTER,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  twenty-seventh  ultimo,  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  allowing  an  additional  judge 
to  the  Mississippi  Territory,  to  reside  in  Madison 
county,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
whom  is  committed  the  bill  extending  the  right 


1325 


HISTOEY  OP  CONGRESS. 


IS26 


JixiTABr,  1810. 


Amerkau  fkmgatian  AnA, 


H.  OP  R. 


of  suffra^  to  the  cittseDs  of  Madison  covnty,  io 
the  Mississippi  Territory. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  MeKiM, 

Rnolved.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  direct- 
ed to  report  to  this  House  his  opinion  rektire  to 
the  sofficiency  of  the  muskets  famished  for  the 
Qseof  the  United  Slates  marked  "Springfield." 

AMERICAN  NAVIGATION  ACT. 

The  House  resumed  the  coDsideration  of  the 
bill  "concerning  commercial  intercourse  with 
Great  Britain  and  France  and  their  dependen- 
cies, and  for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  AifOJBRSON. — I  rise,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  assure 
yoQ  with  great  reluctance ;  but  I  cannot  reconcile 
it  to  myself  to  remain  silent  on  a  question  that 
m  my  view  involves  the  honor  of  my  country. 
Of  all  questions  that  can  come  before  us,  those 
affecting  our  national  rights  and  honor,  as  an  in- 
dependent nation,  demand  our  earnest  attention, 
and  best  support.     Sir,  we  have  arrived  at  a  point 
where  it  is  difficult  to  remain,  clangerous  to  ad- 
TSfice,  but  infamous  to  recede — and  will  the  rep- 
resentatives of  a  free  people,  by  adopting  the  bill 
DOW  before  us,  choose  the  latter?    I  sincerely 
iiope  not;  bat  I  do  hope  that  a  spirit  consistent 
with  the  dignity  of  the  nation  may  animate  us, 
and  that  under  its  proud  influence  we  shall  never 
consent  to  see  the  lionor  of  our  country  immola- 
ted on  the  altar  of  avarice.    I  beg  gentlemen  to 
tsra  their  eyes  to  the  period  of  the  first  session  of 
the  10th  Congress,  and  review  the  resolutions 
then  entered  into,  and  the  solemn  declarations 
made,  viz :  that  no  commercial  intercourse  could 
be  permitted  with  England  and  France  while 
their  unjust  edicts  were  continued  in  force,  with- 
oat  a  surrender  of  our  rights,  our  honor,  and  our 
independence.     Hence  it  must,  I  think,  forcibly 
strike  every  mind,  that  those  resolves,  and  sub- 
sequent measures  adopted  to  sustain  this  honor 
and  independence,  and  defend  those  rights,  should 
be  a  sure  pledge  to  the  American  people  that  you 
will  never  tamely   surrender  them.    And,  sir, 
after  placing  your  nation  on  this  high  ground, 
and  the  same  causes  still  existing  which  induced 
you  to  assume  it,  would  it  not  be  degrading  to  our 
country,  and,  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  will  it  not 
be  considered  as  a  pusillanimous  act  to  descend 
from  it?    Certainly,  sir,  it  will — and  not  only  so, 
but.  wanting  that  bcnsoming  spirit  of  freemen,  we 
shoald  be  exposed  to  the  derision  of  every  nation 
of  Europe,  and  our  flag  treated  with  contempt  by 
all    Sir,  what  does  this  bill,  fraught  as  it  is  with 
imbecility,  conteinplate  ?    Is  it  not  a  direct  trade 
with  that  very    Government  with  whom  you 
bare  pledged  your  nation,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, you  will  have  no  intercourse,  and  who 
at  this  time  prescribes  bounds  for  every  Ameri- 
can vessel  that  sails  on  the  ocean,  and  interrupts 
your  hest  commerce  with  other  nations  ?    Sir.  if 
this  bill  now  on  your  table  should  pass,  what  will 
be  the  inference?     The  answer  is  plain.     It 
would  be  a  virtual  recognition  of  the  British 
Orders  in  CooncU,  and  a  siurender  of  those  just 
nghu  for  whieh  so  many  years  we  have  been 
coaitadiag,  wasA  which  the  great  Leviathan  is 


endeavoring  to  wrest  from  us.    Sir,  these  cob- 
web laws,  such  as  the  one  now  presented  to  us, 
in  the  present  disposition  of  Great  Britain,  are 
only  calculated  to  entangle,  and  instead  of  lead- 
ing us  out,  will  plunge  us  farther  into  this  weak 
system  we  have  too  long  been  pursuing.    Has 
not  experience  sufficiently  convinced  us  that  this 
tranquil  spirit,  which,  content  with  viewing  in 
cool  philosophy  the  injustice  of  a  foreign  nation^ 
without  pursuing  measures  to  assert  the  rights ^ 
and  dignity  of  our  own,  is  only  to  invite  further 
abuse?    Look  into  public  as  well  as  through  pri- 
vate life,  and  you  will  find  submission  provoaes 
insult.    If  we  do  not  respect  ourselves,  we  shall 
never  be  respected.    There  is  no  safety  withont 
honor — peace  is  the  prise  of  courage,  and  can- 
only  be  maintained  by  the  reputation  of  your 
arms.    Sir,  we  have  too  long  oorne  the  weight 
of  accumulated  wrongs  from  the  British  Govern- 
ment, which  seems  to  delight  in  a  consistent 
course  of  turpitude  and  hectoring  insolence ;  and 
I  think  we  have  had  strong  testimony  in  recent 
transactions  with  that  Government,  that  our 
weak  measures  are  only  laughed  at,  and,  if  con- 
tinued, will  lead  us  to  humility  and  contempt. 
Remonstrances  and  appeals  to  public  justice,  I 
believe  the  most  mooerate  among  us  begin  to 
be  tired  and  weary  of  the  repetition  of,  and  that 
reasoning  and  commercial  regulations  are  but 
poor  defence  against   power — and   being  fully 
satisfied  of  this  truth,  shall  we  again  resort  to 
this  temporizing,  fluctuating,  and  indecisive  con- 
duet,  which  is  only  calculated  to  ofier  the  pro^ 
perty  of  your  citizens  an  easy  prey  to  the  tyrant 
of  the  ocean,  without  the  means  of  retribution  ? 
Sir,  the  most  solid  basis  of  a  Government  ia 
its  honor  and  courage,  and  we  cannot  be  too 
tenacious  of  themT^and  this  is  a  crisis  at  which 
we  should  properly  appreciate  those  valuable 
traits  ia  the  character  of  the  American  people; 
and  instead  of  this  submissive,  puerile  bill,  adopt 
such  measures  of  energy  as  will  guaranty  the 
honor  of  our  nation,  and  enable  us  to  defend  our 
rights  compatibly  with  the  dignity  and  honor  of 
a  free  and  independent  people.    The  bill  now 
under  consideration,  if  adopted,  will,  it  appears 
to  me,  give  this  humiliating  answer  to  all  the 
aggressions,  hostility,  perfidy  and  insolence  of 
the  British  Government,  viz:  that  we  will  no 
longer  contend  for,  but  surrender  our  rights,  and 
with  them,  prostrate  our  honor  to  the  lash  with 
which,  for  some  years,  you  have  scourged  us;  wt 
will  submit,  and  voluntarily  open  a  direct  trade 
with  you,  and  consent  to  accept  that  pittance  of . 
commerce  you  are  pleased  to  allow  us.    This  I 
think  is  nearly  a  correct  construction  of  the  lan- 
guage this  bill  presents  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment—^nd  will  those  who  now  guide  the  desti- 
nies of  this  nation  consent  to  purchase  a  precarious 
commerce  by  such  infamous  submission  ?    1  sin- 
cerely hope  not,  sir.    This  bill  now  submitted  to 
us,  should  it  progress  into  a  law,  appears  to  me 
like  a  peace  ofiering,  or  a  boon  to  the  British 
tyrant  for  fear  of  greater  enormities.    Be  as- 
sured that  this  mode  of  buying  a  peace  is  not 
the  way  to  prevent  the  calamities  of  war.    The 
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sETage  of  our  woods  has  DOtbiDg[  in  riew  but 
booty ;  and  if  he  is  sure  of  gaioing  it,  his  motiyes 
io  freqaent  iocursioDs  grow  the  stronger.  This 
18  certainly  a  new  way  of  repelling  the  plunderer 
by  holding  forth  the  booty  that  invites  him ;  and 
I  think  that  experience  has  proved  to  us  that  the 
Oabinet  of  England  has  no  hesitation  as  to  the 
means,  so  long  as  they  lead  to  the  accomplish- 
ment  of  her  base  designs;  and  whilst  this  Power 
is  quietly  permitted  to  continue  her  immense 
traffic,  and  deprive  other  nations  of  the  free  use 
of  the  seas,  and  shut  them  out  from  the  just  rights 
•of  commerce,  neutrals  will  always  suffer  under  a 
desolating  piracy.  Sir,  these  are  facts  too  plain, 
4m d  too  2>ensibly  felt  to  be  denied,  and  yet  vou 
4ire  about  to  adopt  a  measure,  not  only  weac  in 
itself,  but  one,  undpr  the  existing  state  of  things, 
that  will  blast  your  country's  honor,  and  produce 
more  food  for  the  maw  of  that  rapacious  monster 
of  the  ocean. 

Some  gentleman  has  said  that  the  genius  and 
spirit  of  the  American  people  lead  to  peace  and 
commerce,  and  not  to  war.    This,  on  general 

rrinciples.  and  in  nearly  all  cases,  1  admit ;  and 
do  myself  deprecate  war,  and  am  as  desirous  of 
peace  as  any  sentleman  on  this  floor,  provided  a 
mode  can  be  devised  that  will  supersede  submis- 
sion, and  predicated  on  principles  that  will  be 
honorable  to  our  nation.  But  I  cannot  think 
with  some  gentlemen  in  the  present  case,  under 
occurrences  of  butchery,  murder,  insidious  acts, 
and  insolent  language  of  Great  Britain,  that  my 
fellow-citizens  will  tamely  view  these  great  enor- 
mities, nor  will  1  believe  that  the  spirit  of  '76  is' 
so  much  impaired  in  the  breast  of  my  country- 
.men,  that  they  will  consent  to  this  degrading 
measure,  which  goes  to  a  surrender  of  our  rights, 
to  submission,  and  even  to  eptomb  the  honor  of 
our  nation,  never  perhaps  to  rise  again.  And. 
sir,  all  this  sacrifice  is  to  be  made  for  a  cooimerce 
in  anticipation,  inconsiderable  and  uncertain ;  for, 
when  out  commerce  was  free  as  the  wind  that 
wafts  it,  Great  Britain  only  employed  about 
40,000  of  the  American  tonnage,  and  the  proba- 
bility is,  that  under  the  control  which  England 
will  be  put  in  possession  of  from  this  regulation, 
she  will  not  employ  more  than  half  that  quantity ; 
and  at  the  same  time  it  should  be  taken  into  view 
that  even  this  is  extremely  precarious,  for  there 
is  very  little  doubt  with  me  that  England  will 
have  recourse  to  a  countervailing  poiicv.  If  so, 
a  place  of  deposite  will  be  establisned,  (and  that 
place,  perhaps,  Halifax,)  to  which  the  different 
articles  of  American  produce  will  be  taken,  and 
in  this  case  the  British  ships  will  reap  the  benefit 
of  this  carrying  trade. 

Sir,  some  gentlemen  may  say  that  the  British 
Government  is  too  much  interested  in  selling  her 
manufactures  to  adopt  these  countervailing  laws; 
but,  sir,  it  does  appear  to  me  that  the  hostile  dis- 
position and  hatred  that  Great  Britain  bears  to 
the  American  nation,  is  such  that  this  is  the  very 
poiicv  she  will  adopt,  and  rely  on  the  success  she 
may  have  in  running  her  ^oods  into  our  country, 
which,  I  have  my  fears,  will  be  but  too  flattering. 
The  features  of  this  weak  bill  will  immediately 


open  to  the  view  of  England,  the  course  to 
Canada,  as  a  very  convenient  way  to  steal  her 
goods  into  the  United  States,  and  her  manufactures 
will  be  stowed  on  board  her  own  ships,  and  by 
this  route  will  be  enabled  (with  the  assistance 
no  doubt  of  many  who  will  always  be  ready)  to 
run  them  without  detection  into  this  country,  bf 
which  means  the  United  States  will  be  robb«dof 
the  duties  by  these  peculators ;  and  hence  will 
commence,  bnd  very  probably  continue,  such  a 
scene  of  smuggling  as  has  never  yet  been  known 
in  this,  and  perhaps  any  other  country.  Bat, 
sir,  my  principal  objection  to  this  bill  is  not  be- 
cause the  commerce  which  it  contemplates  is  in- 
considerable and  precarious,  but  because  it  goes 
to  recognise  any  commercial  intercourse  what- 
ever with  Great  Britain  under  her  present  re- 
strictive laws;  for,  in  taking  a  retrospect  of  all 
transactions  for  three  years,  ^tween  this  and  the 
British  nation,  Icannot  view  this  measure  in  any 
other  way  than  as  absolute  submission ;  and  there 
is  no  commercial  consideration,  however  flatter- 
ing or  profitable,  shall  ever  induce  me  to  barter 
the  honor  of  my  country.  Sir,  at  an  epoch  so 
momentous  as  the  present,  our  policy,  in  my 
opinion,  should  be  an  early  preparation  for  the 
worst,  and  the  adoption  of  some  means  to  get 
your' citizens'  property  safe  at  home ;  and  for  that 
reason  I  would  prefer,  to  that  odious  bill  now  on 
your  table,  one  authorizinff  an  embargofor  seventy 
or  eighty  days,  by  which  your  vessels  would  be 
safely  moored  in  the  American  ports,  and  if  at 
that  period  England  did  not  cease  her  piracy  on 
our  property,  and  offer  such  terms  of  restitution 
as  coula  be  honorably  accepted  by  our  Gh>vern- 
ment,  I  would  then  grant  letters  of  marque  and 
reprisal.  And,  sir,  rather  than  give  my  assent  to 
this  degrading  measure,  which  in  my  view  will 
mark  my  country  with  dishonor,  and  be  recorded 
as  a  stain  in  the  history  of  this  nation,  I  would 
go. further;  I  would  call  forth  the  resources  of 
the  nation,  present  a  firm  front,  sustain  our 
honor,  defena  our  rights  and  independence,  and 
not  suffer  them  tamely  to  fall  at  the  feet  of  a 
tyrant  without  a  struggle.  Sir.  I  cannot,  nor 
will  I  ever  consent  that  the  remaining  columns  of 
the  American  temple  of  liberty  and  independence 
shall  be  struck  away,  and  that  noble  structure, 
which  has  been  reared  at  the  expense  of  so 
much  blood  and  treasure,  tumble  into  ruin.  I 
shall  give  the  bill  my  hearty  negative. 
Mr.  Van  Dyke  spoke  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Tboup  offered  the  following  section,  as  an 
amendment  to  the  bill : 

«Be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  vesael,  ths 
property  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  bound  to 
a  port  permitted  by  this  act,  shall  be  captured  on  her 
voyage  by  the  armed  vessels  of  Great  Britain  or  France, 
and  conaemned  in  virtue  of  the  orders  or  decrees  of 
either,  violating  the  neutral  rights  of  the  Unitod 
States,  the  President  is  hereby  au&orized  and  required, 
on  demand  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  vessel, 
forthwith  to  issue  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  to 
such  owner  or  owners,  authorising  the  capturing  and 
bringing  in  for  adjudication  the  ships  or  vessels  of  the 
Power  under  whose  order  or  decree  the  said  capture 
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wu  made:  Pronded,  neverihekfs.  It  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  the  President  to  grant  letters  of  marque  and 
reprisal  in  conibrmity  with  the  above  provision,  onless 
doc  and  satisfactory  proof  be  exhibited  that  the  owA^ 
cr  or  owners  entitled  to  the  same  is  a  citiien  of  the 
United  States,  trading  in  conformity  with  the  provis- 
ioDsof  this  act,  and  Uiat  the  capture  and  condemn a- 
Ikm  were  made  nnder  the  orders  or  decrees  of  the 
Power  making  the  same." 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Tall- 
midge,  FisK,  Bibb,  Dana,  and  Smilib,  and  sDp- 
ported  by  Mr.  Troup,  who,  howerer,  withdrew 
the  motion  subsequently. 

Mr.  MoiiTOOMERT  moved  the  following  as  a 
new  section  to  the  bill : 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  President  be, 
tad  be  is  hereby,  authorized  to  give  instructions  to  the 
cofflmanders  of  the  armed  Teasels  in  the  serrice  of  the 
Coited  States  to  seize  within  the  United  States,  or 
whin  four  leagues  of  the  coast  thereof,  any  Tessel  for 
ensioDs  or  Tiolations  of  this  law,  and  to  bring  the 
nme  into  any  port  of  the  United  States,  or  Territories 
iiieniii,  for  adjudication. 

After  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  Key,  Maoon, 
aod  Smilie,  opposed,  and  Messrs.  E^pes,  Rhea, 
ofTenoessee,  and  Montgomery,  supported  it; 
the  amendment  was  agreed  toby  yeas  and  nays — 
73  to  53. 

The  question,  "  Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  ?"  was  then  decided  in  the  af- 
&nnatire  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

TiAs — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Eze- 
kiel  Bacon,  Burwell  Bassett,  Adam  Boyd,  John 
Bnmii,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William 
lodeTf  Joseph  Calhoun,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran, 
itfflei  Coz,  Henry  Crist,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Daw- 
ion,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Jonathan  Fiak, 
BtniUai  Gannett,  Barent  Gardenier,  Gideon  Gardner, 
Dind  8.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  jr.,  Edwin  Gray, 
pacid  Heister,  William  Helms,  James  Holland,  Ben- 
JKain  Howard,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones, 
T^mas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key, 
Avon  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Ar- 
(klnld  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
?Waaiat  M.  Miller,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R. 
Koofs,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger 
^^m,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  Peter  B. 
Pditer,  John  Rea  of  PennsylTania,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
o««e,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Ebenexer 
BtgtfEboiezer  Beaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey, 
I^niiii  dmelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Su&nel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford, 
JohaSunlej,  Jacob  Swoope,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Tur- 
^h  jr^  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Robert  Whitehill,  Rich- 
•nl  Warn,  and  Robert  Witherspoon — 72. 

Nats— William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Daniel 
Bliisdell,  James  Breekenridge,  John  C.  Chamberlain, 
Wtlltiiii  Chamberlin,  Epapl^ditus  Champion,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  William 
Cnwibrd,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  junior, 
Wph  Deaha,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Charles 
GoMtbonmgh,  Thomaa  R.  Gold,  WiUiam  Hals,  Na- 
<buuel  A.  Haven,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Jacob 
BbAj,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Herman 
Knickeibadcer,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Liv- 
CHBore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Vincent  Matthews, 
^'iOiam  Miinor,  Jonathan  O.Moaely,  Gurdon  S.  Mum- 
faid,  Thomas  Newbold,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  John 


Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Erastus  Root, 
Thomaa  Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Adam  Seybert, 
William  Stedman,  James  Stephenson^  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
ges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John 
Thompson,  George  M.  Troup,  Jabez  Upham,  Nicholas 
Van  Dyke,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  Weak- 
ley, Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  and  James 
Wilson--66. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  the  jjiird 
time  on  Saturday  next. 


Friday,  January  26. 

Mr.  JoBNSON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  estate  of 
Samuel  G.  East;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  employ  a  pec- 
son  to  compile  a  digest  of  such  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  resolutions  of  the  Cougress  under  the 
Confederation,  and  proclamations,  as  have  rela- 
tion to  the  public  lands,  and  to  provide  for  the 
printing  of copies.* 

The  bill  extending  the  right  of  suffrage  to  the 
eitizens  of  Madison  county,  in  the  Mississippi 
Territorv,  went  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  having  been  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
PofifOEXTBR,  so  as  to  authorize  the  appointment 
of  an  additional  iodge  for  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory, to  reside  in  Madison  county. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Jared  Shattuck;  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Joshua  Dyster ;  and  for  the 
relief  of  WiUiam  Hawkins,  each  passed  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

These  several  bills  were  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Briggs  was  dis- 
cussed in  Committee  of  the  Whole^  but  disa- 
greed to,  and  afterwards  refused  a  third  reading 
by  the  House. 


Saturday,  January  27. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  his  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  Henley  McFarlane,  refer- 
red to  him  on  the  twenty*fourth  instant;  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WnrTiifAif, 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  of  the  twelfth  instant, 
respecting  captures  and  condemnations  of  the 
ships  and  merchandise  of  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  under  authority  of  the  Government 
of  Denmark,  be  referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  which  re- 
lates to  our  foreign  relations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow, 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills, be  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  resolution  agreed  to  yesterday,  respect- 
ing a  digest  of  the  land  laws  of  the  United  States ; 
and  that  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 
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CALL  FOR  PAPERS. 

Mr.  MoBELET  rose  to  offer  a  resolation  ealliDg 
for  informatioD.  He  quoted  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  at  the  commenee- 
ment  of  the  session  in  relation  to  our  affairs  with 
France.  The  President  had  referred  the  House 
to  the  correspondence  laid  before  them  to  show 
the  state  of  our  affairs  with  France.  Now,  this 
correspondence  consisted  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Champagny,  which  Mr.  Armstrong,  in  an  ex- 
tract of  a  letter  from  him,  declares  to  be  the  de- 
finitive answer  of  the  Emperor  of  France  to  the 
propositions  made  to  him  by  the  American  Grov- 
ernment.  What  these  propositions  were  was  not 
anywhere  stated.  Being  desirous  to  obtain  in- 
formatibn  on  this  subject,  he  moved  the  following 
resolution : 

lUaolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House 
copies  of  the  several  communications  made  to  the  Gov- 
.emment  of  France  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  vest- 
ed by  Congress  in  the  Executive,  a»  mefUiorud  in  the 
Preiidenfi  Me»9age  to  C(mgrea»  at  the  eammeneement 
of  the  sesnon,  except  eueh  parte  thereof  ae  may^  in 
nie  opinion^  require  eeerecy. 

Mr.  Rbea,  of  Tennessee,  mored  an  amend- 
ment calling  for  information  as  well  as  to  Great 
Britain  as  to  France. 

Mr.  Dana  remarked,  that  this  amendment 
would  involve  an  absurdity,  because  the  Presi- 
dent had,  in  his  Message,  made  no  such  allusions 
to  correspondence  with  Great  Britain  as  the  res- 
olution stated  him  to  have  made  as  to  France. 

Mr.  Sbeffbt  moved  to  add  to  the  amendment 
the  words  "  not  already  communicated." 

Mr.  Eppes,  presuming  the  object  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticat  was  to  obtain  a  full 
statement  of  all  the  propositions  made  to  those 
Governments,  therefore  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  in  italic^  and  include  Great  Britain  as  well 
as  France  in  the  call,  which  would  embrace  all 
the  information  the  gentleman  wanted. 

Mr.  Mosely  accepted  the  amendment  as  a 
part  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  McKee  moved  that  the  resolution  should 
lie  on  the  table  for  consideration. — Agreed  to  by 
yeas  and  nays,  73  to  53,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
Eiekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  Wil- 
liam  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown, 
WiUiam  A.  BurweU,  Wiltiam  Butier,  Joseph  Cal- 
houn, Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb, 
James  Cochran,  James  Cox,  William,Crawford,  Hen- 
ry Crist,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawsoo,  Joseph  Desha, 
John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Jonathan  Fiak, 
Barzillai  Gannett,  Thomas  Gholson,  junior,  Daniel 
Heister,  William  Helms,  James  Holland,  Benjamin 
Howard,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William 
Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyie,  Robert  Marion,  Samuel  Mc- 
Kee, Alexander  McKim,  JoKn  Montgomery,  Nicholas 
R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon 
8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John 
Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  -Pennsylvania, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John 
Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  8age,  Lemuel  Saw- 
yer, Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 


Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Sontherd,  Richard  Sunfiit 
John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Traqp,  George  1 
Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Robert  Weakley,  Bo 
#rt  WhitebUl,  Richard  Winn,  Robert  Withcnpooa. 
Nats-— Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  Jol 
C.  Chamberlain,  William  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditi 
Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Du 
John  Davenport,  junior,  William  Ely,  Jamea  £nui 
David  S.  Grarland,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas  i 
Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  . 
Haven,  Jonathan  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jirnit 
Robert  Jenkins,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Ln 
is,  junior,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livcrmore,  Robert  Le  R( 
Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vii 
cent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Pleasant  1 
Miller,  William  MUnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moeeley,  Rof 
Neiaon,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Peaiaon,  Besjam 
Pickman,  junior,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Eliska  J 
Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Roes,  Daniel  Sbeft 
John  Stanley,  WiUiem  Stedman,  James  Stepheosa 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Tsggai 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Jabea  Upbam,  Nicholas  Vi 
Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn.  Killiaa  K.  Van  Renssdsi 
Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  James  Wilson. 

AMERICAN  NAVIGATION  ACT.* 

The  engrossed  bill  ''concerning  commercii 
intercourse  with  Great  Britain  and  France  u 
their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes,''  wi 
read  a  third  time  \  and,  on  the  question,  ^'  Sbi 
the  bill  pass?" 

Mr.  Sturobs  moved  to  postpone  the  furibl 
consideration  of  the  bill  till  Monday  next.— Ne| 
atived,  58  to  38. 

Mr.  Mumford  opposed  the  bill. 

Mr.  Fi0K  supported  it. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Sturobs  I 
adiouro. — Negatived,  51  to  46. 

Mr.  McKeb  advocated  the  bill,  and  then  ll 
House  adjourned — 63  to  45. 


M  ON  DAT,  January  29. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sbtbsrt,  tbe  memorial  \ 
the  Stockholdera  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  StiN 
presented  on  the  26th  of  March.  1808,  was  refe 
red  to  Mr.  Montoombry,  Mr.  IDana,  Mr.  Bii 
SETT,  Mr.  Sbavbr,  Mr.  Sbtbcrt,  Mr.  Gold,  so 
Mr.  Taylor,  to  consider  and  report  thereoo  1 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  printed,  for  the  use  < 
the  House,  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  Secretai 
of  the  Treasury  on  public  credit,  which  treats' 
establishing  a  National  Bank,  dated  the  13ch  < 
December,  1790.  Also,  the  report  of  the  presei 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  same  subje< 
made  to  the  Senate  on  the  2d  of  March.  1S09. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  How 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ^h 
act  for  the  relief  of  Harry  Caldwell  and  Amai 
Jackson,  Jeremiah  Reynolda  and  Levin  Joom 
with  an  amendment ;  to  which  they  desire  t| 
concurrence  of  thia  House. 

ADDITIONAL  DUTIES. 

Mr.  Rhba  offered  the  following  resolution : 
Reaolvedy  That  the  ComoBtittee  of  Ways  at 
Meana  be  inalfueted  to  inquire  iato  the  expf^ 
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cDcy  of  lajr iog  additional  duties  on  all  goods, . 
waxes,  and  merchaDdise,  of  the  growth,  produce, 
dr  maDafacture,  of  France,  or  the  dependencies 
iberfof,  and  which  may  be  imported  into  the 
Uaited  States,  or  the  Territories  thereof. 

Mr.  R.  observed  that,  in  presenting  tbisresolu- 
tioD,  bis  iDtention  was,  that  the  Committee  of 
Wayiand  Means  might  take  the  subject  of  it 
uder  consideration,  and  report  fully  and  exten- 
sTely  OD  it.  He  said  he  contemplated  the  case 
indiOereot  points  of  Tiew,  riz :  the  committee 
may  rf port  additional  duties  to  so  great  an  extent 
Qocenala  articles,  not  very  necessary  to  the  Uni- 
ted  States,  as  would,  in  effect,  operate  as  a  prohi- 
bitioQ  on  them ;  that,  on  articles  necessary,  the 
committee  might  report  an  additional  duty,  small 
in  proportion  to  their  necessity  ;  and  that  encour- 
a^emeot,  consequently,  might  be  given  to  the 
iiuoufactorers  of  this  nation.  He  said  that  he 
fioticed  these  things,  at  this  time,  not  for  any  pur- 
pose other  than  that  a  full  report  might  be  made 
00  the  sabject.  He  did  not  design  to  ask  a  refer- 
iQce  of  the  resolution  at  this  time,  but  was  will- 
iig  it  should  lie  on  the  table ;  and,  at  a  day  not 
br  distant,  he  would  call  it  op,  together  with 
toother  resolution  of  a  similar  nature,  which  he 
iiteDded  immediately  to  offer  for  the  cooaidera- 
tioD  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Eppes  said,  that  the  aubject  embraced  by 
the  resolution  had  been  already  taken  up  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  a  letter  had 
Iteen  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
to  bow  to  what  extent  the  present  duties  could 
keaogmented  without  injury  to  the  revenue  of  the 
United  States.  This  subject  havins^  been  men- 
tioQed  in  the  anntial  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
&e  Treasury,  the  passage  of  the  resolution  would 
iuply  a  censure  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Ueaos  for  not  tfaving  heretofore  reported  on  it. 

Mr.  Bacon  remarked  that  so  much  of  the  gen- 
demands  object  as  related  to  manufactures  was 
specially  before  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to 
^ool  it  was  referred  at  the  last  session,  with  a 
Erection  to  report  thereon  at  large. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Aoother  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Ruila, 

t^t  the  House  do  come  to  the  followingr^resolU' 

tioo: 

^faohed.  That  the  Commitlee  of  Ways  and  Means 
ke  uutracted  to  inquire  into  the  ezpediency  of  laying 
tdditioDii  dutias  on  aU  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
tf  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufiicture,  of  France,  or 
ttc  dependencies  thereof,  and  which  may  be  imported 
^  thf  Uniti^  States,  or  any  of  the  Territories 
ihereoC 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

AMERICAN  NAVIGATION  ACT. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
^llcoDcerning  commercial  intercourse,  dtc.  The 
fuestioo  still  under  consideration  being  ^  Shall 
ii>is  bill  pass  ?" 

Mr.  Wbbaton. — ^Mr.  Speaker :  The  great  ques- 
^B  that  is  now  to  be  decided  by  this  House,  as  I 
iDderstand  it,  is,  whether  the  bill  for  regulating 
^commercial  intexeourae  between  Great  Britain 


and  France  and  for  other  purposes,  which  has  so 
long  been  the  subject  of  discussion,  shall  or  shall 
not  pass  into  a  law. 

Upon  this  bill,  sir,  in  the  several  stages,  through 
which  it  has  passed,  I  have  purposely  forborne 
making  any  remarks;  but  with  steady  attention 
haveli&tened  to  the  arguments  of  other  gentlemen, 
and  have  admired  the  ingenuity  with  which  they 
have,  on  both  sides,heen  urged.  These  arffuments 
I  have  endeavored  to  weigh  in  equal  scales,  and. 
having  found  the  balance  satisfactory  to  myselr, 
tbis^  together  with  my  own  reflections  on  tha 
subject,  has  settled  an  opinion  in  my  mind,  by 
which  duty  requires  that  I  should  be  guided  in 
the  important  decision  that  is  now  al^ut  to  be 
made.  This  opinion  has  led  me  most  cordially 
to  unite  in  the  wishes  oi  the  honorable  member 
who  conceived  the  bill,  that  it  might  be  dead 
born.*  But  notwithstanding  his  wishes  and  mine, 
and  the  fervent  nrayers  of  many  more,  I  now  be- 
lieve it  will  be  labored  into  birth,  and  become  a 
livio|[  child.  At  the  same  time  I  believe,  that, 
notwithstanding  its  noble  descent,  (for  it  is  said 
to  have  been  begotten  in  the  palace,)  like  its  elder, 
but  ill-fated  brothers^  the  non-importation.  the 
embargo,  and  the  non-intercourse  lawsuit  will  live 
an  respected  and  die  unlamented. 

Some  parts  of  the  creature  seem  however  to 
strike  the  eyes  of  most  of  its  beholders  with  com- 
placency, if  not  with  a  charm.  Other  parts  are 
to  many  quite  unpleasant,  and  even  dii^UAting ; 
and  among  those  who  have  expressed  their  dislike, 
different  gentlemen  have  given  different  and  even 
opposite  reasons.  Some  think  it  has  too  mild  a 
countenance,  indicative  of  a  disposition  too  pacific ; 
others  that  it  has  an  awful  irown  on  its  brow, 
that  may  be  terrible  even  to  distant  nations* 
To  me  it  appears  too  feeble  for  war ;  too  full  of 
anger,  for  peace ;  and,  therefore,  I  dislike  the  whole 
of  it.  How,  indeed,  it  may  act,  and  what  will  be 
its  operations,  when  it  shall  arrive  at  full  life,  it 
is  impossible  for  me,  with  certainty,  to  predict ; 
but  so  far  as  it  has  appeared,  in  its  present  em- 
bryo state,  it  has  not  a  feature^  limb,  nor  a  joint, 
that  is  pleasant  to  my  eye.  That  limb  that  ap^ 
pears  to  be  designed  to  smite  with  early  death 
the  non*intercourse  law,  I  should  indeed  be  nleased 
with,  if  it  were  on  a  different  body  and  had  its 
appropriate  name.  But  I  never  can  wii«h  the  ex- 
istence or  preservation  of.  any  creature,  merely 
because  it  may  have  the  power,  and  the  disposi- 
tion too,  of  destroying  another  less  noxious  than 
itself. 

The  bill,  sir,  appears  to  me  to  contain  princi- 
ples inconsistent  with  each  other,  and  which  I 
fear  will  prove  useless,  and  not  only  useless,  but 
very  mischievous  in  their  operation.  It  is  said 
by  some  of  its  advocates  to  be  of  a  very  harmless 
nature,  a  mere  municipal  regulation.  If  so,  why 
is  it  not  made  to  extend  its  operations  to  ail  the 
world,  without  being  confined  to  Great  Britain 


*AUuding  lo  Mr.  Maoox's  motion,  that  the  bill 
might  expire  with  the  present  session  of  Congresi^ 
when,  by  the  terms  of  it,  it  is  not  to  go  into  operation 
until  the  16th  of  ApriL 
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and  France?  Against  both  those  nations  we 
have  long  been  complaining.  Will  ibis  be  likely 
to  have  any  effect  towards  remoTing  the  cause  of 
those  complaints?  If  I  could  see  anything  in  it, 
to  encourage  such  a  hope,  it  would  be  nigbly 
gratifying  to  me  to  be  one  of  the  number  to  give 
It  the  effect  of  law.  It  is  not  pretended  that  it 
possesses  any  Tery  coercire  quality,  for  all  ac- 
Knowledge  that  either  of  those  nations  are  able  to 
defeat  or  counteract,  at  pleasure,  all  its  operations 
towards  themselves  respectively.  Why  then  is 
there  a  clause  inserted  in  it,  giving  authority  to 
the  President  to  suspend  its  operations  as  far  as 
may  respect  either  or  both  those  nations,  when- 
ever either  or  both  of  them  shall  rescind  their  ob- 
noxious orders  or  decrees  ?  Unless  we  give  him 
this,  as  we  did  the  non-intercourse  law,  to  barter 
away,  and  entertain  an  hope  that  he  may  make  a 
good  bargain  for  us,  with  this,  as  we  once  flattered 
ourselves  he  had  done  with  that.  That  would 
have  been  an  excellent  bargain  indeed  (as  it  is 
now  pretty  universally  acknowledged  that  the 
non-intercourse  law  was  never  worth  a  single 
cent,  and  therefore  insufficient  to  give  validity  to 
a  mere  parole  agreement,)  provided  the  thing  pro- 
posed in  exchange  had  been  authoritatively  con- 
veyed, and  therehad  been  no  flaw  in  the  title  deed. 
But  I  fear,  that  if  this  should  be  as  well  sold,  we 
should  be  eqaally  disappointed  as  to  the  pay. 

Sir,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  that  by  this  time  we 
have  pretty  well  learned  the  principles  and  dispo- 
sitions of  those  nations  against  whom  we  have 
been  so  long  complaining,  and  the  power  thev 
possess  for  carrying  them  into  full  effect.  With 
our  own  situation,  the  temper  and  disposition  of 
our  people,  and  the  powers  of  resistance  we  pos- 
sess, we  ought  always  to  be  acquainted.  Is  it  not 
then  high  time,  that  we  should  come  to  a  fixed 
determination,  as  to  the  course  most  proper  and 
expedient  for  us  to  pursue ;  and  no  longer  halt 
between  two  opinions  ?  If  war  will  best  answer 
our  purpose,  and  nothing  else  will  satisfy  us,  let 
us  have  war,  and  have  it  immediately,  and  not 
keep  this  nation  in  a  perpetual  state  of  uncertainty 
and  alarm.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  a  war  of 
twelve  months  would  go  farther  towards  satisfy- 
ing the  people  of  this  countrv,  than  fifteen  months 
of  embargo  and  twelve  montns  of  non*intercourse, 
put  together.  But  if  peace  is  thought  the  most 
desirable,  as  well  as  the  most  expedient  in  our 
present  situation,  let  us  pursue  tne  things  that 
make  for  peace,  and  not  ke^  up  and  continue  a 
system  which  can  serve  no  other  purpose  but  to 
Tex  and  irritate  those  whom  we  dare  not  fight. 

Some  gentlemen,  who,  in  the  course  of  this  dis- 
cussion, have  talked  the  loudest  for  war,  have, 
after  all,  lowered  down,  and  concluded  their  ful- 
minating speeches  by  acknowledging  that  such 
are  the  general  dispositions  of  our  people,  and 
such  the  situation  of  our  country,  (the  surplus  fund 
in  our  Treasury,  which  we  so  often  hear  of,  be- 
ing somehow  or  other  reduced,}  that  war  at  this 
moment  would  be  inexpedient.  If  this  be  the 
ease,  why  should  we  be  pursuing  measures  whose 
probable  tendency  is  to  provoke  war  immediately  7 
The  time  may  not  be  submitted  to  our  choice.  It 


mav  come  at  a  day  that  we  think  not  of,and  find  i 
still  unprepared.  Would  it  not  then  be  more  pn 
dent  in  us  to  look  to  our  real  situation,  to  consu 
the  solid  interests  of  our  country,  than  to  be  speDi 
ing  our  whole  time  in  devising  and  attemptio 
to  execute  projects  useless  to  ourselves,  and  whic 
carry  nothing  with  them  to  those  who  have  o 
fended  us,  but  enipty  threats  and  vain  denoncii 
tions?  Against  France,  to  be  sure,  not  only  tb 
operations  but  the  language  of  our  Governmei 
has  been  gentle  and  mild.  Not  so  with  respec 
to  Great  Britain ;  although,  in  my  opinion,  muc 
severer  trespasses  have  been  committed  on  oc 
commercial  rights  by  the  former  than  hj  th 
latter ;  at  the  same  time  that  we  have  had  a  dea 
bought  treaty  with  the  former,  but  have  suffere 
our  treaty  with  the  latter,  under  which  thecoai 
try  enjoyed  the  most  unexampled  prosperity,  i 
expire,  when  we  had  the  offer  of  its  renewal.  Vi 
know  that  the  British  nation  are  bad  enough.  bi 
I  do  not  think  that  they  have  retained  and  ei 
grossed  the  whole  of  human  depravity.  We  ha? 
some  reason  to  believe,  that  our  ancestors,  thoug 
called  pious,  brought  with  them  a  portion  of  it  1 
this  country,  and  that  it  has  been  rolling  dow 
through  the  veins  of  those  who  have  gone  befoi 
us,  until  a  full  share  has  come  into  our  possessioi 
To  say  the  least  of  ourselves  in  this  respect,  yi 
are  not  perfect.  And  having  our  portion  of  tl 
moral,  we  have  not  quite  so  much  reason  to  cod 
plain  of  the  natural^vils  of  life.  We  are  perp^ 
ually  calling  the  British  hard  names,  which,  hoi 
ever,  does  them  no  hurt,  and  can  do  us  no  goo 
How  often,  in  the  course  of  this  discussion,  bsi 
we  heard  a  murdered  Pierce,  a  disgraced  Che 
apeake,  and  Copenhagen  Jackson,  resouodt 
through  this  Hall,  while  the  story  of  the  raai 
tragic  scene  of  a  murdered  schoflmaster,  wiibi 
the  limits  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Canada,  hj  tl 
hands  of  one  of  our  own  people,  has  not  be« 
heard?  Let  me  ask,  sir,  if  an  entire  Strang^ 
who  should  not  have  participated  in  our  f(^lio^ 
or  passions,  were  to  hear  our  delates  on  the  sul 
ject  of  our  foreign  relations,  would  not  be  inclioc 
to  doubt  our  sincerity,  when  we  talk  of  our  desin 
for  peace  ?  But  T  am  not  afraid  to  declare  a 
wishes  for  peace,  even  at  the  risk  of  such  an  ia 
putation;  or,  what  some  would  deem  more  ui 
pleasant  still,  of  being  charged  with  an  inclinatic 
to  mean  and  unworthy  submission.  What  is  tU 
submission,  at  which  we  all  feel  so  indignanl 
To  submit,  if  I  understand  it,  is  a  verb  active,  ai 
implies  something  voluntary,  a  willingness,  < 
complacency  in  the  situation,  to  which  we  mi 
be  reduced.  But  enduring  the  things  we  caoo 
avoid  is  not  submission.  I  presume  it  would  m 
be  deemed  mean  submission  in  a  stripling,  that  I 
did  not  rashly  dare  the  giant  to  so  unequal  a  coil 
bat.  And  is  it  submission,  sir.  for  us  toackooff 
edge  that  two  are  less  than  four;  that  a  gunbo 
is  not  equal  to  a  frinite;  that  the  Chesapeal 
dared  not  cope  with  the  Leopard ;  that  our  iitt 
Navy  is  less  than  the  navy  or  Great  Britain? 
this  be  submission,  then  are  we  in  a  proper  stM 
to  submit  But  I  think  it  is  not.  No  gentlemi 
can  be  more  reluctant  at  aubmission  than  mfsd 


1337 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1338 


Jaxdart,  1810. 


American  Navigaiion  Act, 


H.  OP  R. 


Bstlam  bumble  enough  Co  say,  that  a  patient 
(oduraoce  of  those  erilsand  privations,  which  we 
ire  at  present  really  unable  to  control,  especiaUy 
when  we  hare  so  many  advantages  within  our 
pover,  is  evidence  of  more  wisdom  and  dignity 
of  character,  than  a  weak  and  unavailing  resist- 
loce.  Impotence  and  pride  but  illy  accord  with 
each  other.  Some  gentlemen  talk  much  of  the 
inporiance  of  maintaining  the  honor  of  our  na- 
tioD.  That  this  is  an  important  object  I  agree* 
Bot  if  by  honor  is  meant  a  thing  that  may  be  se- 
eored  by  doing  justice,  loving  mercy  and  walking 
bombiy,  then  we  have  it  in  our  power  notwith- 
tfiDdiDg  British  orders  or  Frencn  decrees ;  and 
peed  not  go  to  war  for  it.  If  by  national  honor 
ismeaot  national  splendor  and  gaiety,  in  ordef  to 
obiaiD  this,  we  mast  turn  our  attention  to  the  ae- 
qpisitJoQ  of  wealth,  and  let  not  the  enterprising 
disposiiioa  of  our  citizens  be  restrained  by  our 
ovo  regolation^.  If  by  national  honor  is  meant 
iqoiek  resentment  of  real  or  supposed  injuries, 
ud  we  have  an  inclination  to  discover  it  in  this 
way,  we  should  consider  well  whether  we  have 
ibilitj  to  give  effect  to  this  object,  lest  in  the  end 
ve  be  clothed  with  shame. 

lam,  sir,  as  sensible  as  any  one  ought  to  be,  of 
lie  idiuries  we  have  sustained  from  the  British  and 
ilso  iromr  the  French,  though  of  the  latter  little 
Bsaid ;  hot  going  to  war  with  either  in  the  present 
BtQatioD  of  our  country,  especially  the  former, 
ifaiost  whom  our  animosity  seems  to  be  princi- 
f^ilf  excited,  would  in  my  opinion  expose  us  to 
a  nill  severer  fate.  It  is  wiser  to  bear  the  few  ills 
ve  feel  than  suddenly  to  fly  to  others  that  we 
bow  not  of. 
The  arguments  that  gentlemen  have  made  use 
of  iQ  favor  of  this  bill  have  generally  been  urged 
viih  a  view  of  diminishing  the  apprehensions  of 
ml,  rather  than  affording  a  prospect  of  any  good 
to  resolt  from  it«  The  inhibiting  British  and 
FrdcH  armed  ships  the  use  of  our  waters,  which 
KciDs  to  be  very  generally  approved,  I  think  to 
W  iDeoDsistent  with  a  state  of  peace  with  those 
MtioDs.  I  believe  it  is  a  thing  that  never  has 
Mn  done  by  any  nation  to  the  armed  ships  of 
uother,  unless  in  war — excepting  our  own  ;  and 
*«ha?e  already  experienced  much  evil  and  no 
food  from  the  adoption  of  that  rash  measure  to- 
vtrds  the  British.  For,  in  the  first  place,  well 
ioowiog  that  we  had  not  power  to  carry  it  into 
uectjibey  did  not  at  all  regard  it ;  but  continued 
^  our  eoasu  for  several  months,  the  President's 
Proclamation  to  th^  contrary  notwithstanding — 
ud  afterwards  it  proved  an  insuperable  obstacle 
i<>tD  adjustment  of  our  differences  with  the  GK)v- 
^ment  of  that  nation,  which  might  otherwise 
^bably  have  been  settled  by  the  mission  of  Mr. 
Kose,  and  saved  millions  of  property  to  the  peo* 
P*«  of  this  country,  which  we  have  lost  by  our 
Nish  embargo  and  non-intercourse  systems. — 
Brides  I  thins  that  denying  those  common  bos- 
piftlities  which  are  due  from  one  nation,  at  peace 
^itb  another,  .may  be  deemed  a  violation  of  the 
liwsof  Dentrality,  by  which  we  profess  at  present 
l^be  governed.  And  that  soch  was  the  opinion 
^  a  majority  of  the  members  of  this  House,  when 


they  passed  the  present  non-intercourse  law,  evi- 
dently appears  from  their  leaving  out  of  that  law 
any  inhibition  as  to  the  armed  ships  of  France. 
That,  indeed,  was  a  much  stronger  case  than  the 
present ;  for  then  we  pretended  to  side  with  Brit« 
ain  against  France,  as  our  Government  bad  pro- 
mised, or  at  least  intimated  that  they  would,  (as 
appears  from  the  correspondence  lately  published.) 
in  case  the  former  should  have  rescinded  their 
Orders  in  Council,  so  far  as  they  affected  our  com- 
merce, which  we  then  thought  they  had  done.  If 
we  then  considered  it  improper  to  exclude  French 
armed  ships,  why  should  we  now  excli^de  them, 
especiaUy  as  we  are  informed  that  the  posture  of 
our  relations  with  that  Government  has  not  been 
materially  changed  since  that  time  ?— unless  this 
is  now  done  as  an  apology  for  excluding  British 
armed  ships  also.  But. as  I  perceive  this  to  be  un- 
pleasant ground  to  touch  upon,  I  will  tread  lightly 
over  it,  and  come  to  that  part  of  the  bill  which 
contains  the  commercial  restrictions;  and  from 
this  part  I  can  anticipate  no  general  good,  but  I 
fear  much  evil  will  be  the  result. 

And  here,  sir,  1  cannot  but  remark  with  some 
degree  of  surprise  the  transition,  bv  which  gen- 
tlemen heretofore  opposed  to  the  woole  carrying 
trade  of  the  United  States,  should  now  be  for  en* 
grossing  that  of  all  the  world,  so  far  at  least  as 
respects  ourselves.  This,  to  be  sure,  would  be  m 
charming  thing  for  our  ship-owners,  if  it  could 
be  carried  into  effect,  and  had  no  counterbalance. 
My  honorable  friend  and  eolieague  from  the  Dis- 
trict of  Maine  has  observed  that  the  ship-owners 
of  the  North,  being  without  competition,  would 
be  able  to  extort  a  much  higher  freight  for  carrying 
to  market  the  produce  of  his  honest  brethren,  the 
planters  of  the  South.  And  this  is  the  only  ben- 
efit to  the  people  of  our  country,  that  I  have  heard 
urged  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  this  part  of  the 
bill.  This  class  of  gentlemen  I  should  be  always 
willing  to  gratify  whenever  it  can  be  done  con- 
sistently with  the  interest  of  the  community  at 
large.  But  this  advantage  to  them  I  believe 
would  be  more  than  balanced  hy  the  disadvantage 
arising  from  the  diminution  of  the  amount  of  the 
sales  of  their  vessels  abroad,  and  from  their  being 
restrained  from  taking  freight  from  any  place  ex- 
ceptine  where  the  goods  should  be  manufactured 
or  produced.  Bot  how  will  this  scheme  operate 
upon  the  smaller  traders  and  the  great  agricultu- 
ral interests  of  our  country  ?  If  it  shall  have  any 
operation  at  all,  it  must  certainly  be  ajgainst  them. 
Their  produce  must  be  necessarily  lower  in  its 

Erice,  when  the  means  of  getting  it  to  market  are 
pssened.  1  am  in  favor  of  commerce,  but  shall 
cease  to  be  so,  when  that  does  not  favor  agricnU 
ture.  Besides,  the  ship-owners  have  never  re- 
quested the  adoption  of  a  measure  of  this  sort. 
They  only  wish  the  Government  to  leave  them 
to  manage  their  own  business  in  their  own  way, 
without  being  shackled  with  stich  regulations. 
We  have  had  numerous  applications  from  manu- 
facturing establishments  from  almost  every  quar- 
ter of  the  country,  to  which  very  little  attention 
has  yet  been  given,  but  are  now  throwing  what 
some  affect  to  consider  as  a  mighty  boon  into  the 
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hands  of  the  ship-owners,  whieh  they  have'neTer 
asked  for.  And  if  the  commercial  restrictions  in 
this  bill  will  not  benefit  the  community  in  their 
individual  occupations,  will  it  operate  in  aid  of 
our  public  finances  ?  -  Will  it  Mrve,  in  the  highest 
dep^ree,  to  replenish  our  exhausted  Trensurf  ?  I 
think  not,  sir.  For  foreign  ships  now  pay  biffher 
duties  than  our  own ;  and  if  they  are  not  high 
enough,  it  is  easy  to  make  them  higher  still.  But 
whatever  benefits  we  may  propose  to  ourselves 
by  these  restrictions,  may  not  the  whole  object  of 
them  be  defeated  by  correspondent  and  co-ex  ten* 
sive  restrictions  by  those  nations  against  whom 
these  are  intended  to  operate,  or  in  some  other 
manner  beyond  our  power  to  control  ?  As  to 
France,  as  in  the  present  state  of  things  we  can 
with  no  degree  of  sa^ty  carry  on  any  commerce 
there,  these  restrictions  will  do  us  neither  good  nor 
harm.  As  to  the  British,  some  gentlemen  seem 
to  be  of  opinion  that  they  will  in  no  way  coun- 
teract a  measure  of  this  sort.  But  why  will  they 
not?  That  they  have  the  power  none  will  deny. 
Have  they  a  better  disposition  towards  us  than 
we  have  towards  them  f  This,  few  will  aeknowi- 
edp^e.  Will  it  be  for  their  interest  to  counteract 
this  measure?  If  it  is  not,  it  cannot  be  for  our 
interest  to  adopt  it :  for,  other  things  being  equal, 
it  cannot  increase  our  carrying  trade,  without  di- 
minishing theirs.  They  may  shut  all  their  ports 
against  our  vessels,  then  shall  we  have  a  non-in- 
tercourse in  fact,  notwithstanding  we  ere  now  re- 
pealing the  law.  Some  gentlemen  say  they  will 
not  do  this,  because  they  are  in  want  of  our  pro- 
duce, and  want  to  sell  us  their  manufactures. 
But  we  have  already  taught  them  a  lesson  that 
we  ought  never  to  have  furnished  them  the  means 
of  learning.  By  our  embargo  we  have  taught 
them  that  ihey  can  do  very  well  without  us.  But 
if  the^  cannot,  they  may  permit  ou^  vessels  to  go 
there  in  ballast  and  bring  away  their  goods,  the 
freight  of  which  would  be  small  in  proportion  to 
their  ralue  ;  but  prohibit  the  carrying  of  our  pro- 
duce to  them.  And  in  such  case  our  people  would 
be  obliged,  as  they  are- now,  to  carry  their  produce 
to  Amelia  island,  ot  some  other  place,  where  the 
British  may  receire  it  in  payment  for  their  goods, 
with  the  additional  benent  of  a  lar^e  freight. 
The  provisions  of  this  bill,  therefore,  if  they  are 
to  amount  to  anything,  do  not  go  far  enough ; 
they  should  enjoin  a  consumption  of  our  produce 
in  the  places  to  which  we  should  carry  it,  as  well 
as  prohibit  us  from  bringing  any  articles  except 
from  places  in  which  they  are  manufactured  or 

Eroduced.  On  the  whole,  I  can  see  no  probable 
enefit  to  our  people  from  passing  this  bill  into  a 
law,  unless  we  adopt  the  notions  of  the  Hindoos 
towards  their  angry  deities,  and  expect  to  propi- 
tiate those  nations  of  whose  conduct  we  disap- 
prove, by  tormenting  ourselves. 
*  But  it  is  said  that  this  bill  ought  to  meet  with 
the  approbation  of  the  members  of  this  House, 
because  it  is  in  conformity  with  the  views  and 
the  wishes  of  the  Executive.  So  far  as  this  may 
be  a  reason  with  some  gentlemen  to  approve  of  it, 
exactly  so  far  is  it  a  reason  with  me  to  disapprove 
it.    I  do  think|  however,  that  such  reasons  onght 


not  to  be  coneidered  as  conclusive  by  eithei 
We  ought  to  refuse  the  bad,  and  approve  th 
good,  frbm  whatever  source  either  may  procee< 
But  when  we  find  a  new  project  coming  from 
source  from  which  many,  similar  in  kind,  fas 
proceeded  before,  that  have  produced  no  go(M 
hot  have  been  followed  with  much  evil,  it  cansc 
be  strange  that  it  should  excite  our  apprehension 

The  people  of  this  conntry  have,  lortunately  t 
unfortunately,  been  divided  into  two  great  rin 
political  parties,  each  of  whieh  have  taken  thei 
turn  to  reign.  And  what  can  we  judge  bo 
from  what  we  know  ?  That  party  has  done  bes 
for  the  country,  from  whose  measares  they  hi? 
experienced  the  greatest  good. 

Sir,  I  have  a  high  authority  for  saying,  ibi 
on  the  4tfa  day  of  March,  1801,  our  Treasury  wi 
full,  our  countrv  in  universal  prosperity,  and  i 
peace  with  all  the  world.  The  sad  reverse  of  a' 
these  we  now  experience.  An  exhausted  Tra 
sury,  to  be  replenished  only  by  benevolence,  loan 
or  direct  taxation ;  a  depressed  commerce,  stro| 
gling  with  embarrassments  abroad  and  shaekk 
at  home ;  and,  as  a  necessary  conse<^ence.  theU 
borand  toils  of  the  husbandman  but  illy  rewsrde 
in  the  scanty  price  of  his  produce:  a  coantr 
full  of  discontent,  and  complaint,  and  without 
friend  on  earth.  In  this  state  of  things,  we  t\ 
naturally  led  to  inquire,  what  has  been  the  caoi 
of  the  surprising  change?  Shall  it  be  charged  t 
misfortune  ?  If  we  look  into  those  that  the  worlj 
commonly  call  unfortunate,  we  shall  general! 
find  them  to  have  been  unwise ;  some  flaw  i 
their  own  conduct  will  be  found  at  the  bottod 
Will  gentlemen  say  that  our  present  difficohie 
are  not  owing  to  any  errors  in  th«  condact  c 
those  in  the  Adininistratton,  but  rather  to  tb 
wicked  machinations  of  foreign  Governmeot 
or  the  uncomplying  dispositions  of  discooteote 
individuals  at  home?  Are  these  things  new 
Were  they  not  to  be  expected,  and  would  it  ni 
have  been  an  evidence  of  more  wisdom  to  baV 
foreseen  and  guarded  against  the  ill  effects  c 
them,  than  to  be  running  after  bugs  and  battel 
flies,  or.  What  is  far  worse,  building  of  gunboat! 
which  have  cost  the  people  of  this  nation  mot 
than  $1,500,000,  and  which  ar«  nowacknowied^ 
ed  to  be  uselen,  and  worse  than  useless,  a  sti 
growing  expense  on  our  hands  ?  Has  human  A 
pravity  taken  any  stronger  hold  of  mankind  sint 
the  commencement  of  the  nineteenth,  than  it  dl 
in  the  eighteenth  century?  Have  the  Barba^ 
Powers  become  more  barbhrous?  Have  tk 
Gbvemments  or  people  of  England  or  Franc 
grown  worse  within  tne  hist  nine  years  thantbe 
were  before?  We  had  sufficient  evidence  of  tfi 
ill  will  of  both  those  nations  towards  us  wb^ 
we  were  under  former  Administrations,  and  f 
they,  by  their  prudent  conduct,  averted  the  illd 
feots  of  it.  With  respect  to  us  the  whole  voll 
was  then  tranquilixed.  A  rebellion 
of  our  country  was  soothed  into  peace, 
the  savage  of  the  woods  had  laid  down 
and  his  arrows  were  no  longer  felt  Then  it  m 
that  agriculture  Aourished  at  home,  and  coii 
■leree  brought  oa  from  abroad  the  luxuries  \ 
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ererf  clime.  Our  Tessels  traTereed  every  ftea 
aod  oar  people  were  respected  on  every  shore. 
The  islsDds  of  either  India  wer«  but  m  so  many 
stages  to  refresh  our  wearied  nay iga tors.  But 
tbiags  are  Dot  so  now.  Now,  the  only  evidenee 
of  oar  national  pride  and  amhition  seems  to  con- 
list  in  high-sounding  words,  publishing  docu- 
Dents,  proclanHitions,and  resolutions,  and  making 
kws  as  ineffectaal  as  either.  Since  we  ind  no 
respect  as  a  nation,  among  any  other  people  in 
the  world,  we  are  content  to  be  talking  or  our  own 
iisportaaee,  and  thus,  without  a  blush,  commend 
oorseifes. 

It  is  true,  that  since  we  have  got  into  our  pres* 
cBt  embarrassed  and  perplexed  situation,  many 
sefaemes  have  been  contrived  and  adopted  to  ex- 
tricate ourselvea,  and  restore  our  lost  character; 
all  bottomed,  however,  on  the  vain  idea  of  oar 
beiog  of  more  importance  to  the  rest  of  the  world 
tiuD  they  think  we  are ;  and  so  they  have  all 
pro?ed  ioeflectual  to  that  relief  and  exaltation, 
with  the  expectation  of  which  we  have  so  long 
beea  flattered.  First  the  non-importation,  then 
the  embargo,  and  after  that  the  non4nterc0ur6e, 
baTesaecessively  been  devised  and  enforced ;  but 
all  to  no  purpose,  and  all  now  acknowledged  to 
bare  been  the  offspring  of  mere  folly  and  delu- 
stoQ.  And  yet  we  are  going  on  in  the  same 
course,  confiding  though  confounded,  always  pur- 
niogand  always  condemning  the  same  thing. 
It  seems,  indeed,  as  if  we  had  arrived  at  that 
crisis  in  our  affairs,  when  the  sober  remonstrances 
af  trath  and  reason  could  no  longer  avail  against 
the  misguided  impetuosity  of  public  prejudice. 

Bat.  sip,  perhaps  >  have  gone  too  far.  I  am 
feasible  that,  in  what  I  have  said,  I  may  have  ex- 
posed myself  in  the  view  of  some  gentlemen,  to 
the  charge  of^a  want  of  patriotism,  if  not  of  be- 
iog Glider  foreign  influence.  What  is  patriotism  ? 
Don  it  consist  in  ^mpty  words  and  noisy  decla- 
Dation,and  not  rather  in  doing  and  snnering  for 
ibe  general  happiness  and  prosperity  of  those  in- 
babiiing  the  same  country  with  ourselves  ?  Does 
it  consist  in  a  blind  confidence  in,  and  an  im- 
plicit adherence  to  those  in  the  Administration 
of  the  Government  I  If  it  be  true,  as  some  pre- 
tend, that  this  be  the  sole  evidence  of  natriotism, 
it  mast  always  have  been  so,  through  all  ages 
tad  all  countries.  But  have  the  friends  of  the 
Administration  always  been  considered  as  the 
cxclttsivc  patriots  in  this  country :  or  do  we  con- 
sider the  friends  of  the  Administration  in  Eng^ 
hod  as  the  exclusive  patriots  in  that  country 
Mvr  ?  Or,  is  the  same  thing  virtue  here,  and  vice 
there  ?  Or,  as  times  have  changed,  have  the  great 
piociples  of  right  and  wrong  changed  with  tlram  ? 
But  it  is  unnecessary  to  pursue  this  inquiry  any 
ferther.  I  can  profess  as  strong  love  for  my 
eouDtry  as  any  gentleman  present,  and  I  believe 
1  feel  it  as  ardently.  And  it  is  because  I  love 
■Bf  country,  and  wish  its  prosperity,  that  I  con- 
Bot  agree  to  the  bill  now  under  consideration. 
Thos,  sir,  you  have  what  I  advise :  And  having 
Aide  these  remarks,  I  will  add  no  more. 

Mr.  Bibb  said  he  was  so  extremely  anxious  for 
1  decision  of  the  question,  tJaat  he  would  not  so- 


licit for  a  moment  the  attention  of  the  House  did 
he  not  know  that  other  gentlemen  intended  to  ex* 
press  their  sentiments  upon  it. 

In  the  present  embarrassed  state  of  our  foreign 
relations,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  a  diflS^rence  of  opinions 
upon  the  measures  to  be  adopted  was  to  have 
been  expected  ;  but,  sir,  I  rejoice  that  on  this  oe« 
casion  the  line  of  party  has  not  been  drawn; 
that  a  spirit  of  liberality  highly  honorable  to  this 
astembty  has  been  manifested  throughout  the  dif* 
ferent  stages  of  the  present  debate.  For  myself, 
I  have  felt  a  degree  of  diffidence  in  my  own 
opinion  upon  the  subject  proportionate  to  the 
difficulties  with  which  we  are  surrounded.  I 
have  called  into  action  the  resources  of  my  own 
mind,  and  listened  with  attention  to  the  argu- 
ments of  others,  for  the  purpose,  if  possible,  of 
ascertaining  what  course  would  best  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  country.  The  result,  aided  by  the 
circumstances  which  nave  accompanied  the  pro- 
gress of  this  bill,  has  confirmed  me  in  the  opin- 
ion I  originally  formed,  not  only  of  the  propriety, 
but  the  necessity  of  passing  it.  What  are  those 
circumstances?  Wnen  first  introduced  by  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina.  (Mr.  Macon,) 
whose  recommendation  is  entitled  to  as  mucji  re- 
spect as  that  of  any  man  in  the  nation,  this  bill 
had  scarcely  friends  enough  to  obtain  lodgings 
for  it  in  the  House,  and  iT  all  we  read  is  to  be 
believed,  it  would  have  fared  very  badly  indeed 
out  of  the  House ;  and  now  we  have  t^e  strongest 
evidence  (the  vote  which  was  taken  a  few  days 
ago)  that  its  advocates  constitute  a  majority  of 
this  assembly.  Every  day's  discussion  has  added 
to  the  number  of  its  friends,  and  if  we  may  judge 
of  the  future  from  the  past,  the  more  it  shall  be 
investigated  the  fewer  will  be  the  number  of  its 
enemies.  If  indeed  it  be  understood  that  gentle- 
men are  influenced  by  the  honest  convictions  of 
their  most  deliberate  judgments,  such  is  the  pride 
of  opinion  that  nothing  less  than  the  omnipotence 
of  truth  itself  could  have  removed  the  prejudices 
which  were  excited  against  it. 

In  the  present  unexampled  state  of  the  world, 
Mr.  Speaker,  it  ought  not  to  be  supposed  that  any 
course  can  be  prescribed  which  shall  be  entirely 
free  from  objection.  We  may  determine  what 
is  morally  rieht,  and  how  far  the  two  great  bel- 
ligerents of  Europe  departed  from  the  moral  and 
public  law;  but  unless  we  had  the  means  of  en- 
forcio|^  that  determination,  it  would  be  perfectly 
unavailing. 

Every  man  who  is  really  an  American  in  feel- 
ing and  in  sentiment,  and  who  is  not  insensible 
to  the  impulse  of  patriotism,  will  acknowledge 
that  England  and  France  have  disrmrded  all 
moral  obligations,  and  wantonly  trampled  on  the 
rights  of  this  unoffending  nation.  But,  sir,  the 
great  question  we  are  called  upon  to  decide  is, 
what  shall  be  done  to  remed^r  tne  evjl,  to  main- 
tain our  rights?  In  the  adoption  of  measures  for 
the  attainment  of  these  objects,  pur  view  must 
necessarily  be  comparative— our  choice  a  choice 
of  evils.  While  the  first  sentiments  of  an  injured 
people  may  lead  them  to  acts  of  desperation,  it 
behooves  the  guardians  of  their  rights,  who  have 
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a  view  of  the  whole  ground  toeoosait  their  most 
deliberate  judgmeDts ;  to  ascertain  before  they 
act  that  their  means  are  adequate  to  the  attain- 
ment of  the  object  for  which  they  are  to  be  em- 
ployed, and  to  pursue  that  practicable  course 
which  promises  the  most  advantages.  Such,  in 
my  humble  apprehension,  is  the  character  of  the 
bill  before  you.  What  is  the  situation  of  this 
country  T  For  years  past  we  have  had  ample 
cause  for  war  with  both  England  and  France. 
Our  rights  have  been  invad^,  our  sovereignty 
insulted ;  but  owing  to  the  peculiar  state  of  the 
civilized  world,  and  in  conformity  with  the  genius 
of  our  Government,  all  honorable  exertions  have 
been  made  to  avoid  the  vortex  of  the  present 
war  in  Europe,  into  which  each  of  the  bellige- 
rents has  been  anxious  to  engage  us  against  the 
other.  We  have  thus  far  succeeded,  and  as  I 
contend,  without  relinquish ioc^  any  of  the  essen- 
tial rights  of  the  country,  we  have  forborne,  it 
is  true,  to  aven£[e  our  wrongs.  The  nation  has 
been  preserved  ]n  peace,  the  people  are  compara- 
tively happy,  while  Europe  presents  a  scene  of 
misery,  carnage,  and  devastation,  which  has  not 
been  surpassed  in  the  annals  of  the  world.  The 
peopje  have  been  subjected  to  some  privations 
and  inconveniences,  but  if  they  can  compase 
their  present  situation  with  that  of  the  most  fa- 
vored {>eople  on  earth  without  feeling  grateful 
for  their  distinguished  lot,  they  must  indeed  be 
unthankful.  Sir,  they  are  contented  and  happy 
in  the  enjfSyment  of  peace  and  plenty.  I  per- 
ceive the  strongest  possible  inducements  to  stand 
aloof  for  the  present  from  the  dreadful  conflict 
which  has  shaken  the  Old  World  to  its  centre. 
The  war  is  near  a  close.  England,  the  author  of 
most  of  our  present  political  evils,  is  now  wri- 
thing under  tne  consequences  of  her  own  injus- 
tice. The  period  is  fast  approaching  when  she 
will  be  constrained  to  terminate  a  contest  which 
has  desolated  the  fairest  portions  of  Europe,  and 
extended  its  effects  throughout  the  civilized  world. 
It  is  well  known  to  every  man  who  hears  me, 
that  out  of  the  present  war  has  grown  our  prin- 
cipal disputes,  and  that  they  will  necessarily 
cease  with  the  war.  I  ask,  then,  whether  it  can 
be  politic  for  us  to  depart  from  the  paths  of  peace 
for  the  attainment  of  objects  which  will  cease  to 
exist  so  soon  as  peace  is  restored  ?  At  such  a 
moment  as  the  present,  "  big  with  the  fate  of 
Empires,"  it  does  appear  to  me,  sir,  that  we 
should  take  warning  fronir*the  examples  before 
us — that  we  should  avoid  the  approaching  crisis. 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  war  is  the  greatest  of 
evils,  or  that  our  form  of  Government  is  unfit 
for  the  purposes  of  war  under  any  circumstances. 
No,  sir;  but  as  it  is  the  only  Government  in  the 
world  founded  in  the  will  of  the  people,  so  it  is 
the  only  Government  in  the  world  where  that 
will  is  all  important  to  the  prosecution  of  a  suc- 
cessfvl  war.  Convince  them  that  an  appeal  to 
aims  is  indispepsable  for  the  preservation  of  their 
rights,  and  the  people  and  the  Government  areas 
far  superior  to  those  of  other  countries  for  the 
purposes  of  war.  as  they  are  for  the  enjoyment  of 
liberty  and  peace.    And  why,  sir  ?    because  the 


Government  is  free — its  soldiers  are  freemen.  Ii 
other  nations  the  voice  of  the  people  is  not  heard 
They  are  compelled  to  fight  the  battles  of  the! 
masters  for  obiects  over  which  they  have  no  con 
trol,  and  in  which  thev  feel  no  interest ;  but  it  i 
the  peculiar  distinguisned  attribute  of  this  peopl 
to  rule  their  rulers.  Are  they  at  this  momeo 
united  for  war?  I  know,  sir,  that  the  peopl 
whom  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  are  readjr  t 
encounter  anv  difficulties,  to  brave  any  dsogei 
in  defence  of  their  rights,  because  the  lore  o 
country  is  their  ruling  passion.  But,  I  ask,  is  ih 
nation  in  a  state  of  preparation  to  commene 
hostilities,  with  a  reasonable  prospect  of  gaiaioj 
by  the  contest  ?  In  my  humble  opinion  it  is  ooi 
and  to  talk  of  war  in  the  present  situation  o 
party  divisions  is  out  of  the  question.  With  tb 
knowledge  which  I  have,  that  a  large  majority  o 
this  House  are  determined  for  the  present  not  I 
take  an  hostile  attitude,  I  will  notconseottocoo 
ceal  from  the  people  the  real  intentions  of  tbei 
representatives,  nor  will  I  deceive  them  bj  hold 
ing  out  the  expectation  of  war,  when  in  fact  it  i 
not  to  be  apprehended.  When  gentlemen  pro 
pose  to  lay  an  embargo  preparmtorv  to  war,  ibe] 
should  recollect  that  we  have  had  an  embargc 
and  that  to. their  disgrace  it  has  been  abandond 
That  embargo  was  laid  by  an  overwhelming  ma 
jority  for  the  purpose  of  compelling  the  bellige 
rents  to  respect  our  rights  by  its  operation  on  tbeii 
interests,  oi  securing  the  property  uf  this  natioQ 
and  of  being  prepared  for  defensive  measares,^ 
they  became  necessary.  The  first  object  was  ii 
part,  and  would  have  been  wholly  accoinplisbe< 
(of  which  we  have  evidence* irrefutable)  butfoi 
the  premature  abandonment  of  the  measure,  aoi 
the  latter  objects  were  fully  attained.  Why  wat 
it  repealed  ?  fiecause  a  majority  were  conriacei 
of  its  inefficiency?  No,  sir;  a  large  niajoriii 
of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  at  the  very  mooieo' 
it  was  rei^aled,  did  consider  it*  the  most  success 
ful  mode  of  warfare  that  could  be  waged  again^ 
the  enemies  of  our  peace ;  and  yet  a  large  majo^ 
ity  voted  for  its  repeal !  Yes,  sir,  the  same  ma! 
jority  who  acknowledged  their  firm  conrictioi 
that  the  embargo  was  doing  more  to  enforce  a  r^ 
spect  for  our  rights  than  can  now  be  effected  by  wa^ 
Yet,  under  such  auspicious  circumstances,  it  ws 
abandoned  1  And  why  7  Because  of  the  clamor  4 
the  minority.  The  people  were  deceived ;  tbej 
were,  particularly  in  one  portion  of  the  tJoiofl 
induced  to  suspect  the  patriotism  of  their  ruleJ^ 
to  believe  that  the  measure  had  been  adopted  ij 
subserviency  to  the  views  of  Napoleon,  *°^  j^il 
it  could  never  bring  England  to  our  terms.  Tbj 
minority  was  apparently  increasing  in  °up^ 
and  in  an  evil  hour  you  withdrew  the  sl^^^jl^ 
your  defence.  Why  was  war  ngt  then  decla/^ 
The  same  causes  which  are  now  urged  in  1^'^ 
of  such  a  course  existed  then,  and  some  oi  m 
most  objectionable  features  of  the  Orders  II 
Council  which  was  then  in  force,  have  been  siiil| 
abandoned  by  the  British  Government.  We  ^^ 
then  in  a  much  better  situation  to  meet  ^^^^^ 
flict  than  we  possibly  can  be  now.  Our  a(^ 
ing  capital  was  safe  in  port,  and  much  fot^W 
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property  in  the  country.  England  was  threat- 
eoed  with  alarming  commotions  for  the  want  of 
oar  provisioDs  and  raw  materials.  But  the  scene 
is  DOW  cbaoffed.  She  has  a  sufficiency  of  our 
products,  and  one  hundred  millions  at  least  of 
oor  products,  and  one  hundred  millions  at  least  of 
oor  property,  is  within  her  ffrasp.  The  party  of 
thiscoantry  who  occasioned  an  abandonment  of 
tlie  embargo,  and  who  prevented  a  resort  to  war 
when  it  might  have  been  waged  successfully,  has 
iocreased;  and,  sir,  notwithstanding  all  these  un- 
propitioas  circumstances,  some  of  these  very  gen- 
demeo  who  were  driven  from  the  high  ground 
tbef  bad  honorably  taken  again  propose  to  us  em- 
birgo  sod  war.  For  one,  1  will  not  consent  un- 
der such  circumstances  to  embark  in  a  contest 
io  which  we  have  been  once  defeated,  when  every 
consideration  was  favorable  to  a  complete  tri- 
BQiph,  because  I  am  unwilling  to  be  defeated 
ifaio. 

Gentlemen  should  recollect  that  the  effort  had 
Wen  made  under  circumstances  much  more  fa- 
vorable than  the  present,  and  they  cannot  be  igno- 
not  of  the  causes  which  rendered  it  abortive. 
Tbef  are  to  be  found  in  the  misrepresentations  of 
deiigoiog  men  ;  in  the  differences  of  opinion 
which  prevailed  among  honest  men;  and  in  the 
Tant  of  firmness  in  Congress.  The  people  were 
tcid  that  England  wanted  peace  with  this  coun- 
try; that  she  had  done  us  no  material  injury ; 
that  the  privations  we  had  imposed  were  the  con- 
teqaeoces  of  a  determined  hostility  towards  her, 
aod  the  desire  to  promote  the  views  of  the  Em- 
peror of  France.  Well,  sir,  go  to  war  in  the 
preseot  state  of  the  country,  and  you  must  expect 
disuter,  in  the  commencement  at  least.  What 
vill  then  be  said  ?  Why,  that  the  war  was  un- 
leeessary  in  the  beginning,  would  be  destructive 
ia  its  consequences,  and  must  be  ended.  If  you 
tere  compelled  to  abandon  the  embargo  when  no 
doabt  was  entertained  that  in  six  months  it  would 
seiile  your  disputes,  I  ask,  in  the  name  of  com- 
iBon  sense,  is  it  probable  the  war  would  be  con- 
tioQed  until  the  objects  should  be  attained  for 
vbich  it  was  begun  ?  These  are  unpleasant  re- 
^tions;  I  will  pursue  them  no  further;  but  I 
beg  geotiemen  to  take  warning  from  the  past,  to 
oeciipy*  no  ground  which  thev  are  not  sure  can 
W  maintained  with  honor  to  tne  nation. 

In  this  country,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  proper  not 
c&ly  that  the  people  should  be  satisfied  of  the 
iodbpeasable  necessity  of  war  before  it  be  resort- 
ed to,  but  that  those  who  administer  the  Execu- 
n?e  branch  of  the  Gk>vernment,  who  conduct  all 
tlie  negotiations,  and  who  consequently  are  bet- 
^r  acquainted  with  our  relative  situation  than 
'3tber  persons  possibly  can  be,  should  also  concur 
i&  the  opinion.  What  evidence  have  you  of  a 
^'position  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  to  make 
ta  appeal  to  arms?  None,  sir.  On  the  contrary. 
tbe course  which  has  been  pursued  since  the  dis- 
Qis^l  of  Jackson  (and  I  am  far  from  censuring 
it)  precludes  the  idea  of  taking  a  warlike  atti- 
Ne.  The  faith  of  the  nation  is  pledged,  as  far 
^  it  could  be  by  the  Executive,  to  receive  another 
Minister  from  Kngland,and  to  renew  thenegotia* 
llth  Cox.  dd  S£S8.--43 


tion  in  the  event  that  Jackson  shall  be  recalled. 
The  Message  of  the  President  to  Congress,  and 
the  instructions  which  have  been  sent  to  our 
Minister  in  London,  are  sufficient  to  satisfy  the 
mind  of  every  man  that  the  Administration  prefer 
for  the  present  negotiation  to  war.  If,  indeed,  as 
some  gentlemen  suppose,  the  President  is  for  war, 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  he  has  failed  to 
perform  a  responsible,  constitutional,  and  imper- 
ative duty.  The  Constitution  declares  "  he  shall 
'  from  time  to  time  fi;ive  to  the  Congress  informa- 
*  tion  of  the  staftf  of  the  Union,  and  recommend 
'  to  their  consideration  such  measures  as  he  shall 
'  jud&^e  necessary  and  expedient."  I  am  not  dis- 
nosed  to  believe  that  the  President  has  shrank 
from  his  duty.  He  has  not  judged  a  resort  to 
war  necessary  amd  expedient;  he  has  preferred 
further  negotiation,  and  he  has  given  Congress 
so  to  understand.  Under  such  circumstances, 
therefore,  I  will  not  consent  to  incur  war  expen* 
ses  for  a  Peace  Establishment. 

What,  then,  it  may  be  asked,  is  to  be  done  ? 
Shall  the  non-intercourse  be  continued?  For 
one,  I  hope  and  trust  it  will  not  be  continued.  It 
cannot  be  the  interest  of  this  country  to  continue 
a  measure  which  gives  England  a  monopoly  of 
the  commerce  of  the'  world ;  which  yields  the 
principal  object  it  has  been  her  policy  to  attain, 
and  holds  out  the  strongest  inducements  for  a  con* 
tinuance  of  her  obnoxious  orders.  What  are  its 
effects  at  home?  To  demoralize  your  citizens, 
by  presenting  temptations  for  the  evasion  of  your 
laws ;  by  embargoing  the  pursuits  of  the  honest 
merchant ;  and  affording  a  premium  for  the  vilest 
fraud  and  collusion.    Sir,  ir  the  wisdom  of  Con- 

fress  had  been  exerted  to  its  utmost  extent  to 
evise  the  ways  and  means  of  enriching  the 
most  worthless  part  of  the  community  at  the  ex* 
pense  of  the  honest,  they  could  not  have  hit  upon 
a  project  better  calculated  to  attain  the  object 
than  the  present  non-intercourse.  Compare  the 
high  price  of  cotton  abroad  with  the  price  in  this 
country^  or  at  Amelia  island,  from  whence  it  is 
carried  in  British  vessels  and  on  British  account 
wherever  it  is  wanted,  and  tell  me  if  it  be  not  an 
act  of  political  suicide?  That  it  is  ruinous  to 
the  revenue,  there  is  ample  testimony  before  the 
House  from  the  Treasurer  Department,  and  every 
man  knows  that  while  it  depresses  the  price  of 
our  products,  it  has  enhanced  the  price  of  Brit- 
ish goods  from  fifty  to  an  hundred  per  cent. 

But,  sir,  we  are  told  that  the  non- intercourse 
produced  the  arrangement  with  Mr.  Erskine. 
The  memories  of  gentlemen  have  certainly  been 
unfaithful  to  them  on  the  present  occasion.  The 
embargo  produced  the  arrangement,  the  non-in* 
tercourse  was  the  cause  of  the  disavowal.  If 
gentlemen  will  examine  dates  they  will  find  that 
It  was  perfectly  impossible  the  non-intercourse 
could  have  bad  any  share  in  the  arrangement, 
and,  on  the  contrary,  they  will  perceive  the  strong- 
est circumstantial  evidence  in  support  of  the  em- 
bargo, that  it  would  have  been  confirmed  by  the 
British  Government.  What  were  the  circumstan- 
ces under  which  Mr.  Oakley  was  dispatched  to  this 
country  with  the  instructions  authorizing,  as  Mr. 
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Erskine  supposed,  the  arraDgemenC  that  was 
made?  When  he  left  Loodon,  all  the  iDforma- 
tion  which  had  been  receired  from  this  quarter 
was  calculated  to  inspire  the  most  perfect  assur- 
ance that  the  emhar^o  would  be  adhered  to,  and 
rigidly^  enforced,  and  that  non-imnortation  would 
be  added  to  n  on -exportation.  The  Ministry  had 
seen  the  almost  unanimous  adoption  oi  Mr. 
Campbell's  report,  in  which  it  was  solemnly 
deternrined  that  there  were  but  three  alternatives: 
embargo,  war,  or  submission,  and  that  we  would 
not  submit. 

A  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Ma- 
con) had  also  offered  a  resolution  for  converting 
the  embargo  into  a  total  non-iutercourse,  (not  to 
substitute  the  one  for  the  other,)  and  a  determi- 
nation was  manifested,  by  an  pverwhelmiqg  ma- 
jority, to  persevere  in  our  restrictive  measures 
until  the  cause  which  had  given  rise  to  them 
should  be  removed.  Be  it  also  remembered,  sir, 
that  it  was  within  a  few  days  after  the  intelligence 
of  those  transactions  arrived  in  England,  that  Mr. 
Oakley  was  ordered  to,  and  sailed  for  the  United 
States.  Such  was  the  state  of  things  here,  and 
such  the  nature  of  the  information  in  possession 
of  the  Ministry ;  and  how  is  it  possible  that  a 
measure  which  was  not  in,  existence,  nor  thought 
of  at  that  time,  could  have  produced  the  effect 
which  has  been  ascribed  to  it  t  For  myself,  I  am 
satisfied  that  England,  sorely  affected  by  the  em- 
bargo, severely  pressed  from  another  quarter,  and 
alarmed  at  the.  spirit  of  resentment  which  had 
been  manifested  in  the  Councils  of  this  Nation, 
instructed  Mr.  Erskine  to  make  the  best  terms  he 
could,  but,  in  all  events,  to  make  some  terms.  He 
accordingly  made  an  arrangement,  and,  as  it  was 
his  duty  to  do.  endeavored  to  conceal  the  real 
cause  which  led  to  it.  and  to  make  the  impression 
that  it  had  resulted  irom  the  friendly  disposition 
of  His  Majesty,  when,  in  fact,  it  was  the  conse- 
quence of  compulsion.  Unfortunately  for  the 
nation,  the  news  of  the  abandonment  of  the 
ground  we  had  taken  reached  England  with  the 
arrangement,  and  it  was  rejected.  Sir,  I  feel  no 
hesitation  in  expressing  my  firm  conviction  that 
if  the  embargo  nad  continued  six  months  longer, 
the  arrangement  would  have  been  confirmed; 
that  Mr.  Erskine  was  authorized  to  make  it ;  and 
that  the  disavowal  was  the  perfidious  act  of  a 
most  faithless  Government. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  the  non-intercourse  is  a 
protest  against  the  edicto  of  the  belligerents,  and 
ou^ht  not  to  be  abandoned.  How  a  measure 
which,  while  it  professes  resentment  for  injuries 
received,  throws  millions  into  the  pockets  of  your 
adversaries,  can  be  considered  an  honorable  pro- 
test, is  to  my  mind  perfectly  incomprehensible. 
Ic  may,  indeed,  be  a  protest  in  name,  but  it  is  sub- 
mission in  fact.  The  bill  before  you  is  really  a 
protest  suitable  to  the  situation  of  this  country, 
in  any  event  that  can  happen  and,  as  far  as  it 
goes,  IS  positive  resistance.  It  will  fill  the  public 
treasury ;  the  restrictions  on  exports  will  be  done 
away  with;  the  present  surplus  produce  of  the 
country  will  be  converted  into  cash,  at  a  reason- 
able price ;  and  if  afterwards  the  edicts  of  the  bel- 


ligerents shall  work  great  injurv  to  the  America^ 
commerce,  the  eyes  of  the  people  will  be  opened  i 
they  will  no  longer  refer  their  privations  to  th< 
acts  of  their  own  Government,  and,  discardios 
from  their  service  the  men  who  have  deceive^ 
them,  they  will  unite  in  the  execution  of  an] 
measure  which  m^j  be  necessary  for  resisting  thj 
violators  of  their  rights.  In  every  point  of  riew 
sir,  the  nation  will  be  better  prepared  to  meet  an) 
state  of  things  that  can  possibly  arise.  This  i{ 
not  altogether  matter  of  opinion,  for  the  expecta 
tion  of  the  passage  of  the  bill  has  already  eoj 
hanced  the  price  of  our  products. 

But,  it  is  said  we  shall  increase  the  strength  ol 
our  enemies  by  furnishing  the  articles  which  an 
essentially  necessary  to  them.  This  is  true ;  an 
if  the  non-intercourse  withheld  the  supplies. 
would  hold  on  to  it  as  the  ark  of- oar  politic^ 
safety.  What  is  ^he  fact  ?  England  now  ^e^ 
from  us  whatever  she  wants,  at  her  own  pric^ 
without  any  competition  in  the  market,  and  trana 
ports  it  whenever  she  can  make  a  profit. .  Loo 
at  the  trade  which  is  now  carried  on  at  the  islaDJ 
of  Amelia,  to  the  exclusive  advantage  of  Eog 
land,  and  of  smugglers,  and  tell  me  where  is  yoS 
resistance?  It  is  a  mockery  of  resistance.  Iti 
a  resistance  only  to  the  pursuits  of  your  bones 
citizens. 

A  variety  and  contrariety  of  objections  bar 
been  ur^ed  against  the  restrictive  parts  of  thi 
bill,  which  I  will  endeavor  to  examine.    To 
gentleman  from  Delaware  (Mr.  Van  Dtee)  tel! 
you  that  England  may  take  offence  at  the  coi 
duct  of  this  Government  in  relation  to  her  Mic 
ister,  and  that  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  b 
throwing  our  vessels  into  her  ports,  will  put  J 
completely  in  her  power  to  seize  them,  while  th 
exclusion  of  her  vessels  from  our  ports  deprir 
us  of  the  means  to  retaliate.    Yet,  sir,  notwit 
standing  this  apprehension,  the  gentleman  h 
self  is  in  favor  of  a  total  repeal  of  the  non-inte 
course.     I  beg  leave  to  ask  him  whether  th 
repeal  of  the  non-intercourse  does  not  place  us  i 
the  verv  condition  he  so  much  deprecates  ?    If 
believea  there  was  the  most  distant  probabiLitj 
the  adoption  of  such  a  course  on  the  part  of  Ed 
land,  I  could  not  consent  to  repeal  the  non-inte 
course ;  to  place  all  the  floating  capital  of  tl^ 
nation  within  her  grasp.    No,  sir;  I  would  la 
an  embargo  immediately.    This  objection,  the! 
applies  as  strongly  to  the  simple  repeal  of  th 
non -intercourse  as  to  the  restrictions  contained  i 
the  present  bill.    Nor  can  it  avail  the  advocat 
for  tne  continuance  of  that  measure,  inasmuc' 
as  our  vessels  are  already  at  the  mercy  of  Briti 
ships  at  Amelia  island,  where  they  are  permitc 
by  a  law  to  go,  and  in  British  ports,  where  th 
have  gone,  and  continue  to  go,  in  contraventi 
of  your  law.    But  1  consider  the  apprehension 
hostility  on  the  part  of  England  entirely  visic 
ary,  and  out  of  all  rational  calculation  ;  althou 
regardless  of  all  moral  obligations,  she  is  direc 
ed  by  her  interest,  and  while  you  extend  to  hi 
the  benefits  of  nominal  intercourse,  she  will  I 
contented.    Besides,  she  is  pressed  by  the  Cont 
nental  Powers;  disaster  and  disgrace  have  a 
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compMied  licr  projects,  snd  she  is  too  basily 
engaged  io  eoeoante ring  the  difficalties  presented 
bf  her  present  adversaries  to  add,  voluntarily,  this 
coQotry  to  the  Damber.  No,  sir;  Mr.  Jackson 
vilJ  be  recalied,  and  fair  promises  made;  but, 
whether  with  a  view  to  execute  them,  or  to  pre- 
rest  a  resort  to  war  cm  our  part,  it  is  not  my  pur* 
pose  to  inquire. 

Bat,  we  are  told,  England  will  retaliate  upon 
Mr  commerce  the  restrictions  we  are  about  to 
impose  upon  her.  Then,  I  presume,  we  are  not 
about  to  submit,  as  some  gentlemen  have  said, 
aolcss,  indeed,  they  imagine  that  the  submission 
sf  one  party  is  to  produce  the  submission  of  the 
other  party.  The  truth  is,  that  without  the  re- 
MrictioDS  of  tbia  bill.  Great  Britain  will  export 
Bost  of  American  produce.  Her  present  dis- 
crioioating  duties  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the 
American  to  compete  with  the  British  shipper, 
ud,  onless  the  proposed  regulation  be  adopted, 
foa  relinquish  the  carrying  of  even  your  own  pro- 
foetid  This  bill  will  be  an  efficient  retaliation. 
It  goes  (0  the  full  extent  to  which  countervailing 
•f  this  sort  can  be  carried,  and  although  England 
si^  retort  the  same  restriction,  she  cannot  go 
befood  it.  What  will  be  our  situation  if  this 
KUliation,  which  is  so  much  feared,  should  take 
piace?  The  bill  excludes  British  and  French 
fesseli  of  every  description  from  our  ports  and 
^bors,  and  prohibits  the  importation  of  foreign 
trtieles,  even  in  American  vessels,  except  they 
tre  brought  directly  from  the  countries  of  whicn 
thej  are  the  growth  or  manufacture.  Well,  sir, 
if  Eflglaod  retaliates  to  the  full  extent  in  her 
pover,  we  are  theb  precisely  in  that  situation  so 
aach  desired  by  some  genuemen,  and  which,  I 
idmit,  whenever  Congress  determines  on,  must 
pRcede  it — a  state  of  embargo.  In  the  event, 
iberefore,  of  the  fullest  extent  of  retaliation,  so 
fe  from  any  evil  resultinff  to  this  country  which 
voold  not  otherwise  betall  it,  we  shall  be  pre* 
OKiy  in  a  condition  that  those  for  war  wish  now 
to  be,  with  this  additional  advantage,  that  the 
arplus  produce  of  our  citizens  will  have  been 
aebaaged  for  cash,  and  they  will  be  satisfied  that 
very  effort  has  been  made  to  preserve  the  peace 
^  (be  nation.  Id  no  view  whatever  do  the  pro* 
^^  restrictions  enlarge  the  power  of  England 
toiojare  our  commerce,  but,  on  the  contrarv,  they 
mc^colated  to  make  it  her  interest  to  traue  witn 
II  oaeqoai  terms.  We  oace  more  present  to  her 
fteolJTe  branch  ;  we  propose  a  renewal  of  inter* 
^rse;  bnt,  as  she  has  virtually  excluded  impor* 
tenoQi  and  exportations  in  American  vessels,  we 
hliov  the  example,  and  exclude  them  in  hers, 
^tog  ourselves,  at  the  same  time,  to  remove 
^  restrictions  'when  she  shall  consent  to  aban- 
^  bers.  This  will  present  a  strong  appeal  to 
^  interest  of  Great  Britain,  and  all  idea  of  re* 
teiiatioB  on  her  part  is,  in  my  opinion,  entirely 
TisioDary.  Indeed,  I  have  been  much  astonished 
u  tke  apprehension  of  retaliation  which  has  been 
Qpresiea  by  some  gentlemen,  at  the  rery  same 
•omeat  that  they  tcH  tn  the  embargo,  if  con* 
^QQcd  three  months  longer,  would  have  brought 
ugland  to  oar  feet ;  and  yet,  they  are  afraid  she 


will,  by  her  own  act,  produce  another  embargo. 
I  confess  this  sort  of  reasoning  is  bey<)nd  my 
comprehension.  The  sufferings  of  that  nation 
under  the  late  embargo  are  a  suflicient  safeguard 
against  that  reuliation  which  would  renew  the 
same  state  of  things.  No,  sir:  England  will  pre- 
fer to  have  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
carried  on  in  American  vessels  to  a  renewal  of 
the  embargo.  But,  be  her  course  what  it  ma^,  if 
this  bill  pass,  we  shall  be  in  a  better  situation 
than  we  are  at  present.  If  it  is  not  sufficiently 
energetic  to  meet  the  views  of  some  gentlemen, 
it  at  least  protests  against  the  edicts  of  the  two 
great  belligerents,  by  drawing  a  line  between  then 
and  the  nations  who  have  done  us  no  injury ;  and, 
before  it  be  rejected,  it  behooves  gentlemen  to  as- 
certain that  a  majority  will  consent  to  adopt 
stronger  measures.  For  myself,  I  am  satisfied 
that  this  is  the  most  honorable  and  efficient  pro* 
ject  on  which  we  can  unite,  and  therefore,  if  it 
does  not  meet  my  own  approbation  precisely,  I 
should  not  feel  myself  authorized  to  reject  it. 
However  much  we  may  hear  about  war,  I  am 
convinced  there  are  very  few  indeed  who  have 
any  serious  intention  of  addpting  war  measures; 
and  I  am  for  letting  the  people  know  what  we 
really  intend  to  do,  as  well  to  relieve  their  feel* 
ings  and  to  preserve  their  confidence  in  Congress, 
as  to  prevent  the  impositions  of  speculators  on 
the  honest  part  of  the  community. 

But,  sir,  another  objection  is  urged  against  this 
bill,  differing  widely  from  those  I  have  already 
noticed.  It  will  operate,  we  are  told,  unequally 
and  peculiarly  hard  on  France,  and  she  will  re* 
taliate.  This  is  a  new  argument,  and  certainlf 
yields  the  old  one  of  French  partiality,  which  I 
hope  never  to  hear  again.  But  how  will  it  ope* 
rate  unequally  on  France?  It  is  answered,  Eng- 
land will  get  from  this  country  whatever  she 
wants,  and  having  a  navy  to  execute  her  orders, 
which  forbid  American  vessels  going  to  France, 
out  commercial  intercourse  with  that  nation  will 
be  completely  destroyed.  We  shall  have  a  real 
non*intercourse  with  France,  while  England  will 
receive  our  products.  This  objection  is  at  war 
with  that  wnich  has  been  drawn  fVom  an  appre- 
hension of  the  exclusion  of  our  vessels  on  the  part 
of  England,  because  it  is  founded  in  the  presump* 
tion  that  she  will  not  exclude  them.  If  she 
should  exclude  them,  and  continue  her  order^ 
there  is  a  total  non*intereonrse  with  both  her  ana 
France,  unless  we  attempt  to  carry  on  a  trade 
with  the  latter  in  despite  of  these  orders.  If,  on 
the  contrary,  Englana  consents  to  trade  with  oa 
on  the  terms  prescribed  by  this  bill,  and  France 
also  agree  to  receive  our  products,  I  have  no  hesb* 
tation  in  saying  we  will  trade  with  both.  But 
suppose  France  should  take  offence.  How  can 
she  retaliate  ?  Your  vessels  are  now  sequestered 
so  soon  as  they  enter  her  ports,  and  what  more  can 
she  do?  In  fact,  sir,  both  England  and  France 
have  at  this  moment  in  operation  these  very  acta 
which  gentlemen  are  so  much  afraid  will  oe  re- 
sorted to  by  way  of  retaliation,  and  this  bill  is  a 
measure  ot  resistance  against  them.  Our  laws  at 
present  forbid  any  commercial  intercourse  with 
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these  oattoDs.  It  is  proposed  to  repeal  them,  to 
renew  oar  commercial  relations  under  certain 
limitations;  and  we  are  to  be  alarmed  at  the  idea 
of  retaliation!  For  what  will  they  retaliate? 
Why,  sir,  for  the  abandonment  of  a  measure  which 
some  gentlemen  suppose  operates  most  imperi- 
ously upon  them ;  for  taking  ground  apparently 
less  hostile  than  tbat  we  now  occupy. 

The  truth  is,  in  my  opinion,  that  tne  sequestra- 
ions  of  American  property  in  France  have  result- 
ed from  the  present  non-intercourse  law,  and  it  is 
more  than  probable,  if  this  bill  should  nass,  they 
will  not  take  place.  It  is  known  to  Napoleon 
that  American  vessels  are  prohibited  by  our  laws 
from  trading  with  his  dominions,  and  when  they 
arrive  they  are  sequestered,  according  to  the 
Bayonne  decree,  in  the  presumption  that  unless 
nominally  American  they  are  in  fact  British 
property.  The  Emperor  of  France  cannot  be  ig- 
norant that  England,  is  reaping  advantages  from 
the  non-intercourse,  while  it  deeply  affects  his 
interest ;  he  will  do  everything  in  his  power  to 

Eut  an  end  to  its  continuance.  Such,  as  I  appre- 
end,  are  the  motives  for  the  sequestrations  about 
"which  we  have  heard  so  much ;  and  so  far  from 
holding  out  inducements  for  evasions  of  your  law, 
they  are  calculated  to  enforce  it. 

But  it  is  said  this  bill  will  destroy  a  very  profit- 
able, indirect  trade,  which  is  now  carried  on 
through  Tonniogen.  and  some  other  ports  on  the 
Continent,  iuasmucn  as  it  forbids  the  importation 
of  articles  except  directly  from  the  countries  of 
which  they  are  the  product  or  manufacture.  If 
gentlemen  will  look  at  the  letter  of  Count  Cham- 
pagny  to  General  Armstrong,  dated  the  22d  day 
of  August  last,  they  will  find  thot  this  trade  is 
either  already  prohibited  or  will  be  forbidden  if  the 
noo -intercourse  continues.    He  writes  thus. 

''The  (American)  embargo  has  been  raised ;  a  system 
of  exclusion  has  been  substitnted  for  it.  The  Continen- 
tal Powers  leagued  against  England  make  a  common 
cause;  they  aim  at  the  same  object;  they  will  reap 
the  same  advantages ;  they  ought  also  to  run  the  same 
liaka.  The  porU  of  Holland,  of  the  Elbe,  of  the  Weser, 
of  Italy,  and  of  l^ain,  will  not  enjoy  any  advantages  of 
which  those  of  France  may  be  deprived  They  will 
both  be  open  or  shut  at  the  same  time  to  the  commerce 
of  which  they  may  be  the  object." 

The  language  of  this  letter  is  so  perspicuous, 
«nd  its  object  so  apparent,  that  comments  are  un- 
necessary. It  is  evident  if  the  non-intercourse  be 
continued,  Napoleon  will  not  permit  you  to  pros- 
ecute that  indirect  commerce,  which  gentlemen 
are  so  unwilling  to  relinquish.  But,  Mr.  Speaker, 
pass  this  bill,  and  you  jSresent  very  strong  induce- 
ments for  a  favorable  reception  of  American  ves- 
aels  in  the  control  of  France.  No  man  can  doubt 
that  it  is  greatly  her  interest  to  have  a  market  for 
her  surplus  products  and  to  be  furnished  with  the 
nwmaterials  of  this  country,  provided  England 
ahall  not  participate  in  the  profits  of  such  ex* 
change.  It  being  unquestionably  an  object  of  pri- 
mary importance  with  the  Emperor  to  encourage 
manufactures,  our  articles  are  almost  indispensa- 
ble to  the  accomplishment  of  bis  views.  But  it 
ia  also  his  object  to  destroy  the  commercial  im- 


portance of  his  rival,  and  he  will  not  consent  to 
give  a  friendly  reception  to  the  products  of  this 
nation  pending  the  non-intercourse,  and  when  he 
has  presumptive  evidenc^at  least  that  they  an 
the  property  of  England.  If  he  were  to  do  so.  it 
is  obvious  tbat  although  France  would  derive  ad- 
vantages in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  import- 
ations and  exportations,  yet  that  his  adversary 
would  be  greatly  benefitted  also.  Manifest  a  de- 
termination to  trade  with  his  dominions,  to  sap- 
ply  them  with  raw  materials  and  to  receive  their 
products  in  exchange,  and  unless  it  can  be  sap- 
posed  that  he  is  insensible  to  the  prosperity  of  his 
empire,  the  continent  oi  Europe  will  be  open  to 
voo.  That  Napoleon  will  adopt  every  means  in 
his  power  to  prevent  the  employment  of  British 
shipping  and  the  introduction  of  British  goods  ioto 
the  Continent  there  can  be  no  doubt ;  and  that 
he  will  willingly  admit  American  products,  con- 
veyed in  American  vessels,  I  consider  equally  cer- 
tain. This  bill,  by  converting  importations  and 
exportations  to  our  own  ships,  lessens  British 
monopoly,  and  I  cannot  imaeine  that  he  would  be 
disposed  to  throw  any  obstacles  in  our  way.  Why, 
sir  1  Because  every  restriction  he  would  impose 
would  tend  to  increase  the  monopoly  of  England, 
and  consequently  to  prevent  the  attainment  of 
his  great  designs. 

But  we  have  heard  much  about  honor  and  dif< 
nity.and  the  present  measure  is  denounced  as  sob* 
mission.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr 
Desha)  is  opposed  to  it,  because  be  has  pleoged 
himself  by  a  solemn  vote  not  to  submit ;  and  foi 
an  explanation  of  the  word  submission  we  are  re 
ferred  to  a  memorable  report  which  was  made  t< 
this  House  during  the  last  Winter.  I  apprebenc 
he  has  been  rather  unfortunate  in  calling  our  at 
tention  to  that  report.  It  declared  that  there  were 
but  three  alternatives— embargo,  war,  or  subnais- 
sion.  I  well  remember  that  I  adhered  to  the  em 
bargo,  and  I  have  not  forgotten  that  the  gentlemat 
himself  was  among  the  number  who  violated  the 
pledge  he  had  given,  who  voted  to  repeal  th( 
embargo,  without  a  substitution  of  war ;  and  who 
according  to  bis  own  showing,  did  submit !  I 
but  illy  becomes  those  gentlemen^  sir,  now  to  de 
claim  so  loudly  against  submission,  and  it  cer* 
tainly  behooves  them  to  relinquiah  their  forma 
creed  on  the  subject  of  alternative.  I  considei 
that  creed  abandoned  by  a  solemn  act  of  the  Le- 
gislature,  and  it  is  to  me  a  source  of  great  conso- 
lation indeed  that  I  had  no  share  in  such  abao^ 
don  men  t,  and  consequently  am  not  any  way  re 
sponsible  for  it.  I  impute  no  unworthy  moiirei 
to  any  inan,  but  if  the  repeal  of  the  embargo  wa^ 
submission,  it  cannot  now  be  a  question  wheibej 
we  will  submit.  And  whether  it  was  or  not,  i\U 
state  of  our  foreign  relations  is  so  materially  al 
tered  as  to  justify  the  adoption  of  measures  noa 
which  miffht  then  have  been  improper  or  erei 
disgraceful.  We  were  at  that  time  excluded  b] 
the  British  orders  from  the  continent  of  Burop^ 
(Sweden  alone  excepted.)  and  from  all  other  place 
where  British  vessels  were  not  permitted  to  go 
unless  we  purchased  permission  by  paying  Eng 
land  a  transit  duty.    Far  different  is  our  presea 
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flCoatioQ.  The  traosit  dutv  is  no  longer  demand- 
fd,  8fld  for  the  orders  is  supstitated  a  blockade  of 
France,  HoIIaDd,  and  the  KiDedom  of  Itaiy^.  Be- 
fore, and  until  the  Orders  in  Coancil  were  issued, 
Eoglaod  had  in  operation  a  similar  system  of 
Itlockade.  and  yet  tois  country  carried  on  a  most 
profitable  commerce.  An  extensive  scope  is  now 
(^n  to  the  enterprise  of  the  American  merchant, 
aed  this  bill  proposes  to  make  the  best  possible 
use  of  it.  An  unrestricted  trade  is  permitted 
with  nations  who  hare  not  injured  us,  and  the 
mode  is  presented  in  which  alane  commercial  in- 
tereoorse  may  be  extended  to  those  who  have 
riolated  oar  neutral  rights.  Instead  of  permitting 
them  to  regulate  the  commerce  of  this  country, 
as  is  DOW  the  case,  we  determine  to  conduct  it 
OD  oor  own  terms,  or  not  at  all.  Is  this  submis- 
tioQ?  No,  sir;  if  it  be  not  offensive  resistance  to 
the  edicts  of  the  belligerents,  it  is  certainly  an 
adTaoeement  from  the  humble  and  humiliating 
eooditioD  in  which  we  have  been  placed  by  the 
abaDdonment  of  the  embargo,  to  ground  which 
is  at  least  honorable  and  such  as  we  can  maintain. 
It  is  troe  the  bill  authorizes  a  direct  trade  with 
Eoflaod  and  France,  but  it  forbids  their  vessels 
to  participate  in  that  trade.  Is  a  direct  trade 
tbos  carried  on  in  our  own  ships  less  honorable 
tkao  the  present  indirect  commerce,  which  yields 
10  England  the  advantages  of  that  monopoly 
tpinst  which  we  have  Men  remonstratine  and 
for  which  she  has  been  contending?  If  it  be  so, 
Iconfesslhave  yet  to  learn  the  import  of  tbe 
terns,  honor,  and  dignity,  submission,  dbc. 

Bat  the  provisions  of  this  bill  are  said  to 
ke  inconsistent  with  the  approbation  we  have 
tvarded  to  the  President  lor  the  dismissal  of 
Jackson,  and  with  the  pledge  that  was  given  to 
npport  him  in  any  consequences  that  may  ensue. 
I  certainly  did  not  understand  the  nature  or  ob- 
ject of  that  pledge  if  it  were  incompatible  with 
lie  course  prescribed  by  the  bill  before  you.  We 
fledged  ourselves,  as  I  understood,  to  call  into 
aciioo  the  resources  of  the  countrv  if  it  should 
become  necessary  in  consequence  of  the  conduct 
^ibe  President;  and  I  trust  there  will  beno  in- 
■Ksposition  on  the  part  of  this  House  to  redeem 
tkepledee  whenever  the  contingency  shall  happen 
o&wbicn  it  is  provided.  We  have  as  yet  received 
BO  intimation  from  the  Executive  or  from  any 
other  quarter  that  consequences  have  ensued 
vbich  require  an  appeal  to  arnis,  and  of  course 
*e  are  free  to  legislate  with  a  view  to  our  affairs 
poeraily,  as  to  us  shall  seem  meet. 

It  bas,  however,  been  said  in  debate  that  the 
President  considered  the  present  bill  submissive, 
ud  that  his  late  Message  calling  for  volunteers 
^  intended  to  pat  a  stop  to  its  progress.  This 
is  Dot  a  correct  statement,  sir;  the  President's  ob- 
ject was  simply  to  raise  a  force  preparatory  to 
erects  beyond  our  control,  and  which  might  pos- 
sibly happen ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  declar- 
iofiny  perfect  conviction  that,  if  he  had  a  seat  on 
ihis  floor,  he  would  be  among  the  advocates  of 
^is  very  measure,  which  some  gentlemen  pretend 
^  believe  he  so  much  abhors. 

I  have  endeavored,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  present  my 


view  of  this  important  subject  to  which  our  at- 
tention has  been  called.  That  the  course  it  la 
froposed  to  pursue  is  entirely  free  from  objection 
have  not  ventured  to  contend,  but  to  my  mind 
it  appears  better  calculated  to  unite  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  nation  than  any  that  has  been 
suggested  or  that  can  be  devised. 

Mr.  CtniifCT  opposed  the  bill  in  a  speech  of 
nearly  an  hour. 

Mr.  Tallm ADGB  spoke  against  the  bill  for  half 
an  hour. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  spoke  a  few  minutes  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Whbaton. 

Mr.  Dana  spoke  half  an  hour  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  LivBBMOBB  spoke  a  few  minutes  against 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Shefpbt  spoke  in  reply  to.  objectiooa 
which  had  been  made  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Garoenibb  spoke  a  few  minutes— 

And  then,  about  suo-down,  the  (question  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill  was  decided,  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  73,  nays  52,  as  follows : 

YiAS — ^Lemnel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alstoit,  junior^ 
Ezekiel  Bacon,  Burwell  Bsssett,  William  W.  Bibb» 
Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Howell 
Cobb,  James  Cochran,  James  Cox,  Henry  Crist,  Rich- 
ard Cutts,  John  Dawson,  John  W.  Eppes,  William 
Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Barzillai  Gannett,  BarenI 
Gardenier,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  S.Garland,  Thomas 
Gholson,  jun.,  Daniel  Heister,  William  Helms,  James 
Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Richard  M.  Johnson* 
Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy^ 
Philip  B.  Key,  Matthew  Lyon,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Archibald  McBiyde,  SamnsI 
McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  John  Montgomery,  Nicho* 
las  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Ro-' 
ger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Peter 
B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Ebeneisr 
Sage,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheflfey, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  SmUie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith* 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford, 
John  Stanley,  Jacob  Swoope,  John  Taylor,  Uri  Tracy, 
Charles  Turner,  junior,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Robert 
Whitehill,  Richai^  Winn,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats — William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  John  C.  Chamberlain, 
William  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  William 
Crawford,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jun., 
Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Charles 
Goldsborough,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Na- 
thaniel A.  Haven,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Jacob  Huffy, 
Richard  Jackson,  jnnior,  Robert  Jenkins,  Hermaa 
Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Edward  St.  Loe 
Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Mil- 
nor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Gordon  S.  Mumford,  Tho- 
mas Newbold,  Benjamin  Pickman,  junior,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Jobs 
Ross,  Thomas  Sammons,  Adam  Seybert,  Williana 
Stedman,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.Stnrges,  Sam- 
uel Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Thonipson, 
George  M.  Troup,  Jabes  Upham,  Nicholas  Van  I/yk% 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Esekiol 
Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

[Absent  on  this  vote,  sixteen  members,  viz:— 
Messrs.    Campbell,    Cook,  Denning,  Frank)*'' 
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Gk>odWyii,  Gray,  J.  G.  Jaekson,  Love,  Matthews, 
Miller,  Nicholson,  J.  Porter,  Randolph,  E.  Root, 
Sawyer,  Weakley ;  of  whom  Messrs.  Cook,  Den- 
ning, and  Randolph,  have  not  appeared  in  their 
seats  daring  the  present  session,  and  Messrs.  M. 
Franklin  and  Goodwyn  are  absent  on  leave.] 


TuEsoAT,  January  30. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting,  in  obe- 
dienee  to  a  resoiation  of  the  18th  instant,  two 
statements  of  the  returns  of  the  respective  quotas 
of  one  hundred  thousand  militia,  required  by  the 
Ftesident  of  the  United  States  of  the  several 
States  and  Territories,  in  conformity  to  the  acts 
of  the  18th  of  April,  1806,  and  the  30th  of  March, 
1808 ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  discharge  of 
William  Hawkins,  from  his  imprisonment,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jared  Shat- 
tnck  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  extending  the  right  of  suf- 
frage to  the  citizens  of  Madison  county,  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory  was  read  the  third  time. 

Reeonedj  That  the  same  do  pass,  and  that  the 
title  be,  "An  act  for  the  appointment  of  an  addt- 
tional  judge,  and  extending  the  right  of  suffrage 
to  the  citizens  of  Madison  county^  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory." 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An 
act  extending  certain  privileges  therein  mention- 
ed)  to  Joseph  Joshua  Dyster,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed,  with  several  amendments. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
flficnt  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Harry  Caldwell  and  Amasa  Jack- 
son, Jeremiah  Reynolds  and  Levin  Jones;"  and 
the  same  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bppes,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
€k>vernment  during  the  yeai  1810. 

A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  clause 
making  the  additional  allowance  of  fiAeeu  per 
centum  on  the  salaries  of  the  clerks  of  the  public 
offices. 

Messrs,  Bacon,  Talluadgb^  Montgomery, 

8d  Root,  supported  the  motion,  and  Messrs. 
>rEa,  Johnson,  Lyon,  Smilib,  CIuincy,  Rhea, 
MiuxFOBD,  Sbeffey,  aud  Taylor,  opposed  it. 
Kesatived-— 52  to  41. 

There  is  in  the  bill  a  provision  "  for  repaying 
tke  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  a  sum  advanced 
to  the  late  collector  at  New  Orleans,  to  enable 
kim  to  pay  drawbacks."  This  blank  was  filled 
with  the  sum  of  $100,000. 

Messrs*  ftt^iNOT,  Lyon,  OoLnB«oBotMB,  fiifOTT, 
and Kby,  objected  to  the  appropriation  in  the  bill  of 
nine  thousand  dollars  for  a  Minister  to  Madrid, 
M- we  had  no  Minister  there,  and  making  such  an 
appropriation  would  be  a  sanction  of  this  House 


to  such  a  mission  to  proceed  forthwith ;  to  which 
they  objected.  Evert  if  it  were  proper  now  to 
send  a  Minister  to  Madrid,  there  was  no  occasion 
for  an  appropriation  for  that  object,  because  the 
President  had  already  a  power  to  send  a  Mioister 
to  any  nation,  if  he  thought  proper  to  exer- 
cise it. 

Messrs.  Eppeb,  Bacon,  Root,  Rbea,  McKm. 
W.  Alston,  and  Montgomeby,  replied  ihatihiF 
was  included  in  the  estimate  from  the  Treasury 
Department,  and  was  no  doubt  intended  to  meet 
the  appointment  of  a  Minister  to  Spain,  wbea- 
ever  the  Government  should  be  satisfied  whether 
a  Joseph  or  Ferdinand  swayed  the  sceptre,  wh^ 
ther  the  King  was  selected  from  the  Napoleooor 
Bourbon  dynasty.  Whenever  the  Grovernmeat 
of  Spain  was  settled,  we  ought  to  have  a  Miais- 
tcr  there. 

The  appropriation  was  refused  to  be  inserted— 
52  to  35. 

AAer  filling  the  various  blanks,  the  Committee 
rose  at  four  o'clock,  reported  progress,  and  asked 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Weonesoay,  January  31. 

Mr.  Lyon  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  io- 
habitants  of  Shawneetowo,  in  the  Illinois  Terri- 
tory, praying  that  the  land  on  which  they  reside^ 
being  the  property  of  tlw  United  States,  may  be 
divided  into  lots  of  one  or  two  acres  eaek,aBd 
that  the  said  lots  may  be  exposed  to  pablic  lale. 
—Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  Oannbtt,  from  the  committee  appoimed 
on  the  foarieenlh  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  aotbor- 
izing  the  discharge  of  Phioeas  Varney  from  his 
imprisonment;  which  was  read  twice,  aad  com* 
mitted  to  a  Commiuee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday 
nezL 

OFFICERS  OF  THS  RSVOLUTION. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  twenty-fourth  instant,  made  a  report  on  ihe 
several  petitions  of  the  surviving  officers  of  the 
late  Revolutionary  Army;  whicn  was  read,  aod 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mon- 
day next.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  by  a  resoiation  of  Congress  of  the  15lh  oj 
Ma^r,  1778,  all  military  ofiicers  who  then  were,  oi 
shocild  thereafter  be,  in  the  service  of  the  United  Sutes 
and  who  should  continue  in  serrice  during  die  war 
and  not  hold  any  office  of  proiit  under  the  United 
States,  or  any  of  them,  should,  after  the  concluMon  <^ 
the  war,  be  entitied  to  receive,  annaaOy,  for  the  tern 
of  seven  yean,  if  they  should  lite  so  long,  one-half  « 
the  then  pay  of  such  officets :  provided  that  no  gener^ 
officer  of  the  cavalry,  artillery,  or  infantry,  ahoald  b 
entitled  to  receive  mora  than  the  one-half  part  of  th 
pay  of  a  colonel  of  such  corps,  respectivdy;  aa^ 
provided  that  the  said  resolution  should  not  extend  I 
any  officer  in  the  serrice  of  the  United  States,  unlat 
he  should  have  taken  an  oath  of  allegiance,  and  shoal 
actually  reside  within  some  one  of  the  United  Statetj 

That,  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  1 1th  of  Af 
gust,  1779,  it  was  resolved  that  Uie  half-pay  pro^jj^ 
by  the  aforesaid  resolution  of  the  15th  of  May,  177< 
ahonld  be  extended  to  continue  for  life. 
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That,  by  a  resolntioii  of  Congnna  of  th«  21it  of  Oc- 
ober,  1780,  it  was  provided  that  the  officers  who  should 
sntinne  in  the  serriee  to  the  end  of  the  war  ahoald  be 
atitled  to  half-pay  during  life,  to  commence  from  the 
ne  of  their  redaction. 

Thtt,  by  a  reaolntion  of  Congress  of  the  17th  day  of 
finaaryy  1781,  all  oflloers  in  the  hospital  department, 
md  medical  stai^  thereinafter  mentioned,  who  shotild 
sotiooe  in  service  until  the  end  of  the  war,  or  be  re- 
ioeed  before  that  time  as  supernumeraries,  should  be 
atitled  to  receive  daring -life,  in  hen  of  half-pay,  the 
Ulowing  allowaneesy  via :  The  director  of  the  hospi- 
kJ,  equal  to  the  hal^pay  of  a  lieutenant-oolonel;  chief 
phjocian  and  surgeons  of  the  army  and  hospital,  and 
bospital  physicians  and  surgeons,  purveyor,  apothecary, 
ind  regimental  surgeons, «ach  equal  to  the  hal£>pay  of 
I  captain. 

That,  by  a  resolution  of  Coagress  of  the  2Sd  day  of 
lltrdi,  1783,  it  was  provided  that  such  officers  as  were 
then  in  lervice,  and  should  continue  therein  until  the 
cad  of  the  war,  should  be  entitled  to  receive  the 
isioiiQt  of  five  years'  fall  pay  in  money,  or  securities 
OD  intereft  at  six  per  centum  per  annum,  as  Congress 
dioald  find  most  convenient,  instead  of  the  half-pay 
promised  for  life  by  the  resolution  of  the  21st  day  of 
October,  1780 ;  the  said  securities  being  such  as  should 
be  ^ven  to  the  other  creditors  of  the  United  States : 
fnrided  it  diould  be  at  the  option  of  the  lines  of  the 
mpective  States,  and  not  of  officers  individually  in 
tkoie  lines,  to  accept  or  refuse  the  same.;  and,  provided, 
ibo,  that  their  election  should  be  signified  to  Congress, 
Anrngh  the  Commander-in-Chief,  from  the  lines  under 
b  immediate  command,  within  •  two  months,  and 
iroQgh  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Soothetn  Army, 
&0B  those  under  hia  command,  within  six  months 
ftom  the  date  of  the  resolhtion. 

That  the  sumo  commutation  should  extend  to  the 

wpg  not  belonging  to  the  lines  of  any  particular  State, 

iodwho  were  entitled  to  half-pay  as  aforesaid;  the 

Kceptance  or  refusal  to  be  determined  by  the  corps, 

lod  to  be  signified  in  the  same  manner,  and  within  Uie 

ttne  time,  as  above  mentioned  i  that  all  officers  belong- 

iBf  to  the  hospital  department,  who  were  entitled  to 

kJf-pay  by  the  resolution  of  the  17th  of  January,  1781, 

Kght  collectively  agree  to  accept  or  refuse  the  afbre- 

aid  commutation,  signifying  ue  same  through  the 

^QDander-in-Chief,  within  six  months;  that  such 

^n  as  had  redred  at  difierent  periods  entitled  to 

^f>paj  for  life,  might,  collectively,  in  each  State  of 

^h  they  are  inhabitants,  accept  or  refuse  the  same ; 

tW  acceptance  or  refusal  to  be  signified  by  agents 

BthoriBed  for  that  purpose,  within  six  months ;  that, 

viihicapectto  such  retiring  officers,  the  commutation, 

if  lecepted  by  them,  should  be  In  lieu  of  whatever 

^ght  beihen  due  to  them  since  the  lime  of  their  re- 

iiiiog  from  service,  as  well  as  what  might  thereafter 

hcmnc  due;  and  that  as  soon  as  their  acceptance 

ikootd  be  signified,  the  Superintendent  of  Finance 

^ald  be,  and  he  was  thereby,  authorized  to  take 

teores  for  the  settlement  of  their  accounts  accord- 

'^ly,  and  to  issue  to  them  certificates  bearing  interest 

■Isix  per  cent. ;  that  all  officers  entitled  to  hdf-pay  for 

^^not  incloded  in  the  preceding  resolution,  might 

■1^1  collectively,  agree  to  accept  or  refuse  Ae  aforesaid 

^mutation,  signifying  the  same  within  six  months 

hnn  the  passage  of  said  resolution. 

The  petitioners  state,  and  the  fact  is  of  too  general 
■teriety  to  be  disputed,  that  although  they  confidently 
^PHied,  at  the  ^ant  they  were  compelled  firom  impe- 


rious necessity  to  accept  the  sum  in  gross  in  lieu  of 
half-pay  for  life,  that  it  would  be  paid  to  them  in  real* 
ity,  and  not  by  a  fresh  prpmiae  without  any  sufficient 
guarantee  for  its  due  performance,  yet  they  were  com- 
pelled to  receive  certificates,  which,  for  want  of  any 
specific  provision  for  the  payment  of  them,  or  the  in«- 
'  terest  accruing  on  them,  were  immediately  depreciated 
to  five  for  one,  and,  by  degrees,  to  ten  for  one,  in  ex- 
change for  money.    They  therefore  pray  that  half-pay 
for  life,  to  commence  firom  the  time  of  the  reduction  of 
the  Army,  may  be  granted  to  them,  according  to  the 
solemn  stipulations  entered  into  with  diem  by  Congress, 
by  the  resolutions  before  referred  to ;  deducting  &er^ 
from  the  five  years'  full  pay  received  by  them  in  depre- 
ciated paper,  by  way  of  commutation. 

It  is  well  known  to  your  committee,  and  to  the  whole 
nation,  that  the  far  greater  part  of  the  officers  were 
compelled  bv  hard  necessity  to  dispose  of  their  commu- 
tation certificates  at  prices  infinitely  below  their  nom- 
inal amount  j  that  this  did  not  proceed  from  want  of 
patriotism,  of  which  they  had  beforehand  given  proofii 
most  unequivocal,  or  of  want  of  confidence  in  their 
Government ;  but  that,  after  having  spent  the  vigor  of 
their  manhood  in  the  service  of  their  country;  they  re- 
turned to  the  walks  of  civil  Mfe,  (many  of  them  maim- 
ed, and  scarcely  able  to  halt  along,)  ignorant  of  what 
was*  passing  or  likely  to  pass  in  the  councils  of  their 
country ;  the  griping  hand  of  poverty  bore  hard  upon 
them;  and,  unacquainted  as  they  necessarily  were 
with  civil  afihiis,  they  fell  an  easy  prey  to  the  wiles  of 
the  artful  and  insidious  specalator,  who  was  lying  in' 
wait  to  fiitten  upon  their  hard  earnings.  Under  dr^ 
cumstances  Iik|  these,  it  wonid  have  been  strange,  in* 
deed,  if  they  md  kept  their  oertificatea  in  their  pock- 
ets. No,  the  thing  was  impracticable ;  go  tiiey  musty 
for  whatever  they  would  bring,  and  be  the  oonaequences 
whatever  they  might 

Upon  the  whole,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that 
the  contract  entered  into  by  Congress  with  the  officers 
of  the  late  Revolutionary  Army,  for  giving  them  half- 
pay  for  life,  has  not  been  substantially  complied  with 
by  the  Government  Th^y,  therefore,  recommend  ih9 
following  resolution : 

Reaohedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  is  rea^ 
sonable,  and  ought  to  be  granted. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Qovernment  during  the  year  1810. 
The  bill  was  gone  through,  and  reported  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  Root  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause  mak- 
ing the  usual  appropriation  of  fifteen  per  cent* 
on  the  amount  of  the  salaries  of  the  clerks  in  the 
public  ofiices. 

After  debate,  negatived — yeas  63,  nays  54,  as 
follows : 

YxAs — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson,  Eae- 
kiel  Bacon,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  Daniel  BlaisdeU,  Adam 
Boyd,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bur- 
well,  William  Butier,  Joseph  Cslhoun,  Martin  Chit* 
tenden,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  James  Cox, 
Henry  Crist,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Joseph  Desha,  Wil- 
liam £lv,  Barzillai  Gannett,  David  S.  Garland,  Thomas 
R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  Daniel  Heister,  James  Holland, 
Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson, 
junior,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyle, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  John  Montgomery, 
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Thomas  Moore,  Timothj  Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R. 
Potter,  John  Rea  of  PennsjWania,  Matthias  Richarda, 
John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  John  Ross,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  Heniy 
Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Jacob  Swoope,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Robert  Weaklej, 
Laban  Wheaton,  and  Robert  Whitehill. 

Nats — David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  James  Breck- 
enridge,  John  Campbell,  William  Chamberlin,  Epaph- 
roditus  Champion,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  Wil- 
liam Crawford,  Richard  Cutts.  John  W.  Eppes,  Wm. 
Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas 
Gholson,  jun.,  Charles  Goldsborough,  William  jflale, 
William  Helms,  Robert  Jenkins,  Walter  Jones,  Philip 
B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  John  Love,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Tinoent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Alexander 
^McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  William  Milnor,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,- 
Thomas  Newbold,  John  Nicholson,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Benjamin  Pickman,  junior,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah 
Quincy,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Lemuel  Sawyer, 
Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
Smilie,  John  Smith,  John  Stanley,  William  Stedman, 
James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  George 
M.  Troup,  Jabez  Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archi- 
bald Van  Horn,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Ezekiel 
Whitman,  James  Wilson,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Mr,  Lyon  moved  to  amend  the  clause  reported 
by  the  committee  ''for  the  expenses  of  for- 
eign intercourse,"  by  specifying  Great  Britain. 
France,  and  the  Brazils,  as  the  cqun tries  with 
whom  intercourse  shoula  be  maintnhed,  so  as  to 
exclude  Russia. 

Mr.  Lyon  observed,  that,  in  bringing  forward 
the  present  motion,  he  had  in  view  not  only  to 
get  an  opportunity  to  vote  against  the  appropria- 
tion of  a  large  sum  of  money  for  the  continuance 
of  a  mission  to  Russia,  and  sending  a  new  one  to 
Joseph  Bonaparte's  Court  at  Madrid,  from  which 
he  thought  no  advantage  to  this  nation  could  pos- 
sibly be  derived ;  but  he  hoped  to  be  satisfied  and 
enlightened  by  the  discussion  that  would  arise  on 
the  motion.  He  hoped  gentlemen  who  were  very 
sanguine  to  get  this  large  appropriation  of  $49,400 
gulped  down  at  one  swallow  would  condescend  to 
present  to  the  House  their  view  of  the  utility  of  these 
missions.  Two  gentlemen  (Mr.  Smilie  and  Mr. 
Burwell)  had  risen  seemingly  for  that  purpose, 
but  when  their  observations  were  animadverted 
on  by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Pit- 
kin,) they  explained  away,  as  I  understood  them, 
everything  like  an  attempt  at  justification  of  the 
missions  in  a  political  point  of  view. 

What  commercial  connexions  have  we  or  can 
we  have  with  Russia,  said  Mr.  L.,  which  will  jus- 
tify the  expense  to  be  created  by  keeping  a  mission 
at  St.  Petersburg — the  lavishing  ^10,350  annu- 
ally of  the  people's  money  for  the  salary  of  the 
Ambassador  and  his  Secretary  ?  Let  it  be  under- 
stood, sir  that  inasmuch  as  the  President  has  sent 
Mr.  Adams  Ambassador  to  St.  Petersburg,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Senate,  (after  the  mission  had 
been  by  them  twice  rejected.)  1  have  no  objection 
to  his  being  paid  for  the  time  he  may  be  out.  He 
has  received  his  outfit  of  $9,000  for  the  current 


year,  and  also  that  of  his  Secretary  is  advaneed 
to  him,  or  forwarded  from  the  Department  of  Slate; 
80  that  the  question  now  before  us  is  not,  will  yon 
consent  to  appropriate  for  this  year's  salary  1--it 
is,  will  you  consent  to  legitimize  a  perpetual  mis- 
sion at  the  Courts  mentioned  in  the  Secretary's 
report  of  estimates  ?  It  is  now  we  are  called  oa 
to  vote  the  annual  appropriation  for  such  an  estab- 
lishment- 

We  have  always  beeii  told  that  our  commerce 
with  Russia  brings  no  money ;  her  staple  com- 
modities are  the  same  as  ours ;  her  exports  are 
principally  iron  and  hemp,  and  articles  produced 
from  these  staples.  And  shall  we,  at  a  time  when 
there  is  the  greatest  necessity  for  encouraging  cur 
own  manufactures,  and  the  cultivation  of  themate- 
rials  necessary  for  their  use,  burden  the  natioo  aod 
increase  the  national  debt  by  keeping  a  raissiooat 
Russia  at  the  expense  of  $10,350  per  annum,  merely 
to  facilitate  a  commerce  which  operates  as  a  clog 
to  the  growth  of  our  manufactures,  and  teodsto 
discourage  the  culture  of  hemp  and  tbe  makiog 
our  ore  into  iron?  My  situation  in- the  Western 
country,  which  is  capable  of  producing  hemp  for 
aU  the  world,  forbids  my  concurring  in  such  a 
ruinous  policy;  my  knowledge  that  this  Datioq 
can  and  will,  with  doe  encouragement,  produce 
more  than  she  wants,  forbids  it. 

Shall  we,  sir,  after  refusing  a  Minister -from  th« 
Junta's  Court  at  Seville,  in  Spain,  take  a  decided 
part  in  favor  of  the  Corsica n  usurper,  who  ba^ 
been  hoisted  on  the  Spanish  Throne  by  his  tyrasi 
brother,  by  Toting  our  constituents'  money  to  senil 
a  mission  to  bis  Court  at  Madrid?  In  no  othej 
light  can  this  thing  be  considered,  notwithstaod 
ing  the  vote  of  yesterday  refusinff  the  sum  firsl 
proposed  as  an  appropriation  to  be  expended  \i 
intercourse  with  foreign  nations. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  havemad< 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  their  guide.  It  hai 
been  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members;  copiA 
have  ffone  to  the  office  of  the  Department  of  Siatj 
and  of  the  Treasury,  and  this  report  will  be  theij 
guide  with  regard  to  the  items  which  constitutj 
this  agregate  of  $49,400.  This  report,  bringioj 
into  that  aggregate  sum  a  mission  to  Madrid,  aa^ 
no  record  or  document  being  found  pointing  oq 
what  was  the  intent  of  the  reduction,  the  ExecU 
tive  is  left  to  send  this  mission  to  Madrid  if  thei 
choose  to  call  on  us  another  year  for  the  balaDO 
of  the  expense,  or  to  draw  it  out  of  the  appropri 
ation  for  contingent  expenses  for  foreign  intei 
course. 

I  am  told,  sir,  that  instead  of  embarrassing  am 
delaying  the  passage  of  this  appropriation  bill, 
should  have  come  forward,  in  a  manly  mtmnt^ 
and  laid  a  resolution  on  your  table  for  callin 
home  the  Minister  at  St.  Petersburg,  if  I  did  DC 
like  the  mission.  It  has  been  too  often  the  cas< 
sir,  that  millions  of  the  people's  money  have  beei 
voted  away  in  a  day,  in  this  House,  with  a  bai 
quorum  of  members  in  their  seats.  This  very  ut 
justifiable  apathy  is  by  no  means  a  reason  tba 
we  should  not  now  cbeck  an  appropriation,  th 
utility  of  which  is  at  least  doubtful  and  indefet 
sible.   Gentlemen  will  spend  weeks  very  patientl 
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io  debate  on  mere  matters  of  form,  or  on  abntrase 
propositions,  the  ultimate  decision  of  which  is  of 
no  laoportaDce  to  their  constituents,  but  seem  very 
sooD  to  be  worn  out  when  an  attempt  is  made  to 
panicularize,  and  show  to  the  people  the  manner 
ifl  which  their  twenty  thousands  are  laid  out. 

Although  I  do  not  profesd  to  be  a  connoisseur 
in  politeness,  I  have  always  prided  mvself  in  act- 
ing openly,  manly,  and  candid.  Had  I,  on  this 
occasion,  been  manly,  or  rather  foolish  enough, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Eppes) 
seems  to  wish,  to  have  safferra  this,  which  I  call 
abominable  appropriation,  to  pass  tub  sileniio, 
I  should  have  immediately  been  told  that  the 
resolution  was  an  unjustifiable  interference  with 
the  powers  of  the  Executive,  and  the  resolution 
would  in  all  probability  have  been  smothered,  as 
Daoy  an  important  one  has  been,  by  a  refusal  of 
the  majority  to  consider  or  take  it  up.  I  think  it 
is  most  manly,  sir,  at  the  time  when  you  are  vot- 
iog  away  millions  in  a  single  day,  to  call  the 
HoQse  to  a  pause  on  important  questions  like  the 
preseDt.  Indeed,  I  knew  of  no  other  way  by 
which  discussion  on  this  subject  could  be  pro- 
Toked  or  obtained.  Subjects  of  this  kind  seem 
lo  be  always  too  delicate  for  majorities  to  dwell 
opoD;  subsUeniio  votes  suit  them  best. 

lo  the  year  1798,  Federal  gentlemen  contended 
that  the  Constitution  gave  the  President,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Senate,  the  power  of  sending 
as  many  missions  to  foreign  countries  as  he 
thoDght  proper,  and  that  we,  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, were  bound  to  vote  their  salaries  and 
outfits.  We,  Republicans,  contended  that  this 
Hoase  had  a  discretionarv  power,  and  could  re- 
fuse to  appropriate  the  salaries  and  outfits  when 
we  thooj^nt  proper.  There  is  hot  one  Federal 
geotleman,  now  a  member,  who  was  at  that  time 
a  member  of  this  House,  (Mr.  DanA.)  I  am 
happ7  to  be  able  to  coAffratulate  myself  on  that 
g«otleinan*s  seeming  to  nave  come  to  my  opinion, 
while  I  have  to  regret  that  many  gentlemen  in 
this  House,  who  call  themselves  Republicans, 
pirticularly  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  f  Mr. 
Root,)  and  a  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
McKiM,)  are  advocating  the  old  aristocratic  doc- 
trioe  00  this  subject.  I  confess  I  do  not  under- 
itaad  that  kind  of  republicanism  that  changes  its 
<ioetriaes  with  a  change  of  power.  I  like  that 
Readf  repnblicanism-which  will,  when  in  power, 
practise  the  principles  and  doctrines  advocated 
Bf  Republicans  oat  of  power.  What  principle 
lias  been  more  zealously  proposed  and  advocated, 
tod  ofteoer  reverberated  in  the  public  ear,  than 
'P^fc appropriations;  and  yet  how  is  that  prin- 
ciple scouted  now  by  self-styled  Republicans, 
vhen  in  power  and  called  to  act  upon  it !  In 
tbisrery  bill  you  make  a  specific  item  for  the 
l^vy  of  each  officer  of  the  Mint,  in  lieu  of  say- 
ing io  one  item,  ^  for  the  salaries  of  officers  of  the 
Mint, dollars."  So  with  regard  to  the  Gov- 
ernors of  each  Territory;  there  is  an  item  for 
^h  individual  salarv.  and  for  each  set  of  judges, 
^  lien  of  saying,  ''for  the  salaries  of  the  Qov- 


^ors  and  the  judges  of  the  Territories,  - 
dollars.')    But,  sir,  when  this  House  is  called 


on, 


by  a  number  of  its  members,  to  make  a  specific 
appropriation  for  each  Minister  and  Secretary, 
that  is  to  be  kept  at,  or  sent  to,  a  foreign  Court, 
instead  of  appropriating  the  people's  money  in  a 
dark,  enigmatical  manner,  not  easily  understood 
by  them.  Republican  gentlemen  forget  all  their 
high-sounding  professions  in  favor  of  the  Repub- 
lican doctrine  of  specific  appi-opriations,  and  shel- 
ter themselves  under  a  custom  which  they  say 
was  in  practice  under  the  Administration  of  those 
who  made  no  such  professions,  as  if  thev  acknowl- 
edged themselves  that  their  former  professions  are 
now  to  go  for  nothing.  What  caution  was  oftener 
repeated  bv  Republicans,  ten  and  twelve  years 
ajgo,  than  "Beware  of  the  power  of  the  Execu- 
tive ;  by  its  extensive  patronage  our  liberties  will 
be  endangered !"  Instead  of  guarding  against 
Executive  encroachments,  Republicans,  in  name, 
have  quietly  acquiesced  in,  or  actively  promoted, 
as  they  do  m  this  case,  every  encroachment  that 
opportunity  has  presented. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Eppss)  has 
real  I  v  told  us  an  edifying,  entertaining  story,  about 
a  sick  man  and  his  family,  who  were  put  into  a 
salutary  and  quiet  sleep  by  reading,  and  hearing, 
for  a  very  little  time,  the  production  of  a  dull 
author ;  and  the  gentleman  has  very  wittily  made 
this  production  apply  to  the  speeches  of  members 
of  Congress.  That  gentleman  has  had  no  oppor- 
tunity to  get  himselrto  sleep  reading  mv  speeches 
made  this  session.  The  newspapers  nave  been 
otherwise  occupied,  and  I  can  tell  him  with  truth, 
that,  on  my  way  to  Congress  this  Winter,  (how- 
ever eager  I  was  to  read  the  news,  and  to  hear 
what  was  doing  here,)  I  have  had  many  a  com- 
fortable nap  in  reading,  or  attempting  to  read,  the 
long  speeches  made  by  some  gentlemen  during 
the  session. 

Messrs.  Dana,  CIuinct,  Pitkin,  Sbeffet,  and 
Stanpord.  supported  the  motion.  Mr.  CIuinct 
and  Mr.  Sbbpfbt  were  not  opposed  to  the  mis- 
sion to  Russia,  but  were  desirous  of  making  the 
appropriations  specific  as  to  each  nation,  in  pre- 
ference to  appropriating  the  whole  under  a  gene- 
ral head. 

Messrs.  Eppes,  Smilib,  Pickman,  Rhea,  and 
McKiM ,  opposed  the  motion.  They  all  expressed 
themselves  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  mission,  ex- 
cept Mr.  PiCKMAN,  who  said  he  should  vote 
against  the  motion,  because  it  was  not  the  prov- 
ince of  the  House,  but  of  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate, to  decide  on  the  propriety  of  a  mission  to  a 
foreign  nation.  This  argument  was  also  used  by 
other  gentlemen,  and  replied  to  by  Mr.  Sbeffet 
and  Mr.  Stanfobo. 

The  debate  on  this  subject  was  desultory  and 
diffuse.  Those  opposed  to  the  mission  to  Russia 
contended  that  we  had  no  occasion  for  a  Minister 
there,  more  especially  as  that  Power  appeared  so 
subservient  to  France,  and  as  a  '^  Northern  Con- 
federacy" was  said  to  be  forming  there,  in  which 
we  might  be  expected  to  participate.  To  this  it 
was  replied,  that  blind  subservience  to  the  views 
of  France  was  not  apparent  in  the  conduct  of 
Russia;  that  she  was  almost  the  onl^  nation 
which  treated  with  us  on  terms  of  reciprocity, 
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and  appeared  to  be  in  Europe  almost  the  only 
supporter  of  neutral  rights;  and  it  was  therefore 
said  to  be  peculiarly  proper  that  we  should  have 
a  Minister  there. 

Before  the  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Lton's 
motion  the  House,  at  half-past  four,  adjourned. 


Thursdat,  Febraary  1. 

Mr.  MiLNOR,  from  the  Committee  of  Accounts, 
who  was  instructed,  by  a  resolution  of  the  seven- 
teenth ultimo,  to  inquire  into  the  manner  in  which 
the  contract  for  supplying  the  House  with  sta- 
tionery has  been  executed,  and  into  the  propriety 

of  furnishing  each  member  with amount  of 

stationery,  at  the  commencement  of  each  session, 
made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  the 
resolution  therein  contained  concurred  in  by  the 
House,  as  follows: 

Resolved.  That  it  is  tamecenary  to  take  any 
further  order  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lie  Lands,  presented  a  bill  providing  for  the  print- 
ing and  distributing  such  laws  of  the  United 
States  as  respect  the  public  lands;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Desba.  from  the  committee  appointed,  on 
the  eighth  ultimo,  on  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Boone,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  1810. 

Mr.  Lton's  amendment  being  yet  under  con- 
sideration— 

Mr.  Bppes  stated  that  the  amendment  proposed 
an  entire  innovation  in  the  practice  of  Congress 
in  respect  to  the  foreign  intercourse,  and  quoted 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  for  eighteen  years 
]iast,  to  show  that  the  language  of  the  appropria- 
tion law  had  always  been  the  same  as  now  used 
in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Lton's  motion  was  negatived— yeas  39, 
nays  77,  as  follows : 

TsAS — ^Daniel  Blaindell,  Jamee  Breekenridg«,  John 
C.  Chamberlain,  Wiltiam  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditos 
Champioo,  Martin  Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Barent  Gardenier,  Charies 
Goldsboroagh,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Na- 
thaniel A.  Haven,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard 
Jackson,  junior,  Robert  Jenkins,  Philip  B.  Key,  Her- 
man Knickerbacker,  Edward  St.  Loe  LiTermore,  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBiyde, 
Jonathan  0.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, Junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Daniel 
Shefley,8amuel  Smith,  Richard  SUnford,  John  Stanley, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Benjamin Tallmadge, 
Jabez  Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van 
Horn,  and  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer. 

Nats— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William 
AnderMn,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Borwell  Baasett,  WiUiam 
W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  William  A. 
Burwell,  WiUiam  Bntler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Mattiiiew 


Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochnn, 
James  Cox,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  De- 
sha, John  W.  Eppes,  William  Pindley,  Jonatfatn  Pisk, 
Banillai  Gannett,  CKdeon  Gardner,  Darid  8.  Gulindf 
Thomas  Gholson,  junior,  Edwin  Gray,  WilUam  Hdns, 
James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Hafty,  Ricb- 
aid  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Wil- 
liam Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aaxon  Lyle,  Robert  Maiioi, 
Vinoent  Matthews,  Samnel  McKee,  AJezander  McKim, 
Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Thomaa  Moore,  Jeiemiah  Momw, 
Gordon  S.  Momford,  Thomas  NewboM,  John  Nichol- 
son, Benjamin  Piekman,  junior,  John  Porter,  John 
Rea  of  PennsyWania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennenee,  Mat* 
thias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastns  Root,  John 
Ross,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Lemad 
Sawyer,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samad 
Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Heniy  Sonthard.  John  Taylor,  John 
Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charlei 
Tomer,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill,  Eze- 
kiel  Whitman,  James  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  vd 
Robert  Witherspoon. 

The  amendment  made  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  fill  the  blank  "  for  cootioKent  ex- 
penses of  toreign  intercourse"  with  ''  fifty  tboa- 
sand  dollars"  being  under  consideration— 

Messrs.  CIoinct,  Dana,  GABDfiifiBR,aBd  Gold, 
opposed  the  appropriation ;  and  Messrs.  Eppes. 
SHBrFET,  Macon,  Bacon,  Alston,  Rbba,  of 
Tennessee,  Montgohert,  kBY^and  Pituh,  sap- 
ported  it. 

Those  who  opposed  it  stated  as  a  reason  for 
their  opposition,  that,  by  the  report  of  the  sur- 
piusses  remaining  unexpended  at  the  eod  of  the 
present  year,  it  appeared  there  were  unexpended^ 
under  the  head  of  ^'  contingent  expenses  of  for> 
eiffn  intercourse,*  $70,000,  which,  added  to  950,- 
000  now  propoeed  to  be  appropriated,  would  mtke 
9120,000  at  the  control  of  the  GoTernmeDt  for 
contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse;  and, 
added  to  the  appropriation  in  the  bill  for  the  or- 
dinary expenses  or  foreign  intercourse,  would 
make  near  9^70,000  subject  to  expenditure  for 
foreign  intercourse  during  the  present  year;  ibat 
there  was  no  reason  why  this  additional  appro- 
priation should  be  made  when  so  much  remained 
unexpended  of  a  former  appropriation ;  that  even 
if  there  were  no  balance  on  hand,  this  was  no 
reason  why  the  contingent  appropriation  should 
be  larger  now  (as  it  is)  than  at  any  former  period ; 
and  that,  if  the  appropriation  was  made,  it  would: 
be  proper  to  know  to  what  object  it  was  to  be 
applied. 

Mr.  Gardcnier  expressed  a  hope  that  it  wis 
not  for  secret  service  money,  or  to  aid  in  the  es« 
tablishment  of  the  Northern  Ckm federation,  so 
much  spoken  of;  but  said,  it  was  no  good  omea 
that,  under  the  late  Administration,  a  Minister 
had  been  sent  to  Russia  without  informatioQ 
being  given  to  either  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
and  that  another  should  now  have  been  seni 
without  any  reason  having  been  assigned  for  it 

In  reply  it  was  said,  that  the  report  alluded  to; 
of  unexpected  surplusses,  was  made  some  montbfl 
affo.  and  that  the  balance  remaining  unexpended 
of  former  appropriations  was  merely  nominai; 
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for,  bf  the  'same  report,  there  remained  unex- 
pended of  the  appropriation  for  the  civil  list,  &i^e 
naodred  thousand  dollars,  which  every  one  knew 
woo  Id  be  expended  before  the  end  of  the  year ; 
(hat,  by  that  report,  more  than  a  million  remain- 
ed aoexpeoded  of  the  Navy  appropriation,  and 
no  ooe  could  doubt  but  that  would  be  drawn  out ; 
that  ^eotlemen  should  be  consistent  in  their  op- 
position, because  that,  for  the  same  reason  which 
they  opposed  this  appropriation,  they  ought  to 
have  opposed  the  appropriation  for  the  civil  list ; 
that  this  item  was  intended  and  alwiys  had  been 
appropriated  to  cover  contingent  expenses  of  in- 
tercourse, and  expressly  provided  for  by  law,  as, 
for  instance,  the  outfit  of  a  Minister,  despatch 
ve^els.  dbc. ;  that  the  sum  was  larger  now  than 
Qsual,  because  of  the  state  of  our  affairs,  which 
rendered  it  necessary  for  the  Government  fre- 
qaently  to  send  despatch  vessels  to  Europe,  the 
ordinary  mode  of  intercourse  being  closed. 

Mr.  MoNTGOMEBT  observed,  in  reply  to  the  in- 
timation about  a  Northern  Confederacy,  that  be 
could  not  conceive  to  what  gentlemen  alluded. 
He  had,  indeed,  beard,  a  yeara^o,  of  a  plan  of  a 
Northern  Confederacy  on  this  Continent,  by 
which  the  Union  was  to  be  divided  by  the  Hud- 
son, and  annexed  to  the  British  provinces.  Per- 
haps gentlemen  alluded  to  that.  As  to  the  secret 
Krvice  money,  he  knew  of  none  expended  under 
tbe'Iate  or  present  Administration  ;  under  a  for- 
mer Administration,  it  was  true,  there  bad  been 
some  singular  expenditures  of  that  kind,  some  of 
which  nvere  now  under  consideration  at  the 
Comptroller's  office,  for  instance,  "for  secret  ser- 
vice money,  $250:"  and  even  an  item  of  $15  paid 
to  a  doorkeeper  for  secret  service,  which  service, 
he  believed,  was  tracing  the  clues  to  the  famous 
tabs  that  arrived  at  Charleston  in  1798  or  1799. 

The  House  agreed  to  the  appropriation-— yeas 
102,  nays  16,  as  follows: 

TxAs — Lemnel   J.  Akton*  Willis  Alston,  ianior, 
WiUia«n  Anderson,  Eaekisl  Bacon,  Bsvid  Bard,  Bur- 
well  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Daniel  BlaisdeU,  Adam 
Boyd,    James    Breckenridge,   John    Brown,    Robert 
Brown,  William  A.  Burw^  William  Butler,  Joseph 
CsIhoon»  William  Chsmberlin,  Epaphroditns  Chsm- 
pioQ,  Matthew    Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb, 
James  Cochran,  James  Cox,  William  Crawford,  Rich- 
aid  Cntts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  J<din  W. 
Bppes,   WiUiam    Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,    BarzUIai 
Gsnnett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  H.  Garland,  Thomas 
Gholson,  junior,  Edwin  Gray,  Xathaniel  A.  Haven, 
Daniel  Heister,  William  Helms,  James  Holland,  Jacob 
Haity,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  Thomss  Kenan,  Willism 
Kennedy,  PhUip  B.  Key,  flerman  Knickerbacker,  John 
Love,  Aanm  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Maeon,  R.  Marion,  Vin- 
esBt  Matthevrs,  A.  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  MUier,  Wil- 
Bsm  Miinor,  John  Montgomery,  Thomas  Moore,  Jere- 
nush  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Gordon  8.  Mnm- 
foid,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Joha  Nich- 
olssa,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  innior,  John 
Potter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
netaee,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root, 
Mm  Ross,  Bbeneaer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Lem- 
uel Sawyer,  Adam   Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel 
SheOey,  Denasi  Siaell,  Mm  Saylie,  George  Snfth, 


John  Smith,  Samael  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard 
Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob 
Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John 
Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracv,  Charles  Turner, 
junior,  Jabez  Upharo,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Robert 
Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  James 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats — Samuel  W.  Dana,  William  Ely,  Barent  Gar- 
denier,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Jona- 
than H.  Hubbard,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Edward  St 
Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Matthew 
Lyon,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jun.,  Josiah  Quincy,  Wil* 
liam  Stedman,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Killian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  and  Laban  Wheaton. 

Mr.  Ksr  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  for  the 
purpose  of  reducing  the  appropriation  for  the  ex- 
penses of  foreign  intercourse,  with  a  view  to  ex- 
clude the  appropriation  for  the  mission  to  Russia. 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  K.^ielivered  his  sentiments 
against  that  mission.  After  he  concluded,  his 
motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  was  nega^tived — 
yeas  29,  nays  91,  as  follows  : 

YsAs— Daniel  BlaisdeU,  John  Campbell,  John  C. 
Chamberlain,  William  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditos 
Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Wil- 
liam £ly,  James  Emott,  Barent  Gardeoisr,  WiUiank 
Hale,  Daniel  Heister,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Philip 
B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior^ 
Edward  St.  Los  Ltvermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  John  Stanley,  Wimam  Sled* 
man,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge, KiUian  K.  Van  RcnsMlsar,  and  Laban  Whsa- 
ton. 

Nats— Lenud  J.  Akion,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  WiUiam 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Basselt,  Adam  Boyd, 
James  Dreekenridge,  Jdin  Brown,  Robert  Brown, 
Wilfiam  A.  Burwell,  William  Butter,  Joseph  Calhoun) 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb^  James 
Coehran,  James  Cox,  WiUiam  Crawford,  Richard 
Cutts,  John  Dswson,  Joseph  De^a,  John  W.  Eppes, 
Willtam  Findley,  Jonathan  Fnk,  BarsiUai  Gannett, 
Gideon  Gardner,  David  S.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson, 
junior,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomss  R.  Gold,  Edwin 
Gray,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  William  Helms,  Jame« 
Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Hufty,  Robert  Jen^ 
kins,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  ThooMS 
Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aarrfn  Lyle, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Matthews, 
Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  Mo* 
Kim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  WUIiara  Miinor,  John  Mont^ 
gomery,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gordon  S.  Mumford,  Tho- 
mas Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholioo, 
Benjsmin  Pickman,  jun.,  John  Porter,  Josiah  Qntncy, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  TennoMee, 
Matthias  Rfchards,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  John 
Ross,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenessv 
Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shefifey, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri 
Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  JabeaUpham,  Nicholas 
Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Robert  Weakley, 
Robert  WhitehilJ,  Eaekiel  Whitman,  and  Robert  Wi|h> 
erspoon. 

The  remaiader  of  the  appropriations  being 
agreed  to  without  opposition,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
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State  of  the  Army — Bank$  of  the  District  of  Columbia.       February,  1810. 


STATE  OF  THE  ARMY. 

Two  Messages  were  received  from  the  Presi- 
deDt  of  the  United  States,  traosmittiog  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedience  to 
a  resolution,  calliDp^  for  information  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  instructions  given  to  the  armed  vessels 
within  our  waters.  [It  appears  by  this  report 
that  there  have  been  no  instructions,  on  this  sub- 
ject, issued  since  1805.] 

The  other  Message  transmits  the  following  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance,  also, 
with  a  call  of  the  House : 

Wab  DiFABTMiirr,  Jan,  30,  1810. 
8iB :    In  obedience  to  a  reiolation  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  22d  inst.,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  you  the  following  returns,  marked  A,  B, 
andC. 

A.  exhibits  a  general  return  of  the  troops  of  the 
United  States  composing  tRe  Military  Peiu:e  Establish- 
ment and  the  additional  military  force  of  each  regi- 
ment and  corps,  taken  from  the  latest  returns  received 
by  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  of  the  Army,  to  the  28th 
of  November,  1809,  to  which  is  subjoined  the  present 
dispoMtion  of  the  general  and  field  officers* 

B.  A  return  of  the  regular  forces  allotted  for  the  de- 
fence of  New  Orleans,  comprehending  those  of  the 
Military  Peace  Establishment  on  that  station,  and  the 
additional  military  force  ordered  there  on  the  2d  De- 
cember, 1808. 

C.  The  disposition  and  effectivo  strength  of  the  ad- 
ditional military  force  ordered  for  the  defence  of  New 
Orleans,  taken  from  iin  latest  reports  received  at  the 
office  of  the  Adjutant  aoi  Inspector  of  the  Army,  to 
which  is  subjoined  a  list  of  resignations,  dismissals, 
and  desths,  of  the  officers  of  the  Army  since  the  Ist  of 
Januaiy,  1809. 

The  additional  force  ordered  for  the  defence  of  New 
Orleans  was  detached  from  the  several  corps  as  they 
had  been  recruited,  and  arrived  at  that  place  between 
the  10th  of  March  and  20th  April,  1809.  Leaving  a 
detachment  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  this  army 
moved  and  encamped  at  Terre-au-Boeof,  on  the  Miasis- 
sippt,  AStoeo.  miles  below  New  Orleans,  on  the  8th  of 
June,  where  they  remained  until  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember. In  September  they  embarked  for  Natchei, 
and  in  the  month  of  October  encamped  near  Wadiing- 
ton,  six  miles  in  the  rear  of  Natchez,  at  which  place 
they  hutted  for  the  winter. 

It  must  have  been  expected  that  the  sickness  and 
mortality  incident  to  new  troops  in  the  summer  and 
autumnal  months  would  be  aggravated  by  their  removal 
to  a  more  Southern  climate.  The  whole  of  the  detach- 
ment has  been  affected  with  disease,  and  the  number 
of  deaths  vrill  be  found  eventually  to  exceed  those  in 
the  returns. 

Since  their  removal  to  their  present  station,  the  latest 
advices^  «tate  that  they  are  convalescent 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

W.  EUSTIS. 

The  Pbisidxvt  o//Ae  United  States. 

The  Message,  report,  and  documents,  accom- 
panying the  same,  were  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, composed  of  Messrs.  Newton,  Milnor, 
Nelson,  Cocbran,  Winn,  Howard,  Hale,  Pick- 
man,  and  MUMFORD. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lewis,  to  print  the 
Message  and  documents.  This  motion  was  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Newton  and  Eppbs,  who  coo- 


tended  that  DO  other  nation  in  exisieDce  ever 
officially  exposed  to  the  world  the  precise  state 
and  disposition  of  its  military  force;  and,  at  this 
time  particularly,  it  would  be  improper  for  as  to 
do  it. 

Messrs.  Ely,  Lyon,  Macon,  and  Tallm adob, 
supported  the  motion  for  printing,  aiiegioff  that 
there  was  no  occasion  for  secrecy  or  concealmeDt 
in  relation  to  an  army  of  five  or  six  thousand, 
men,  as  a  knowledge  of  their  precise  destinatioa 
and  situation  would  be  of  no  importance  to  an 
enemy,  if  we  had  one,  but  was  important  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States. 

Before  the  question  on  printing  was  decided, 
the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  February  2. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Johnson^  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn  ;  and,  the  question  thereoa 
being  taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative- 
yeas  10,  nays  61. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  whom  was  committed  the  bill  for 
incorporating  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, were  discharged  irom  the  consideration 
thereof,  and  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  prescribe  the  mode  in 
which  application  shall  be  made  for  the  purchase 
of  land  at  the  several  land  offices,  and  for  the  re- 
lief of  Joab  Garret.  The  bill  was  reported  with- 
out amendment^  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  question  under  consideration  yesterday 
when  the  House  adjourned,  for  printing  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  was  carried  in  the  af- 
firmative—50  to  38. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  that  the  select  committee 
to  whom  this  report  was  referred,  should  be  dis- 
charged from  the  farther  consideration  of  it,  in 
order  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs.    Motion  negatived-^ayes  29. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  late  Samuel  Q. 
East,  went  through  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

BANKS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Love,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  several 
petitions  relative  to  tbe  Banks  of  Alexandria,  of 
iPotomac,  of  Washington,  and  of  the  Union  Bank 
of  Georgetown,  reported: 

First :  That  the  Bank  of  Alexandria  was  esUbliahed 
by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  passed  in  the 
year  1798;  sUowing  a  capital  to  be  raised  to  the 
amount  of  $150,000,  and  limiting  the  duration  of  the 
bank  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1802;  that  by  an  act 
of  the  same  Legislature,  passed  the  6th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, in  the  year  1795,  the  capital  of  the  sud  bank  was 
allowed  to  be  increased  to  $500,000,  the  whole  of  which 
hasbeen  subscribed  for ;  and  on  the  2 Ist  day  of  Janu- 
ary, in  the  year  1601,  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  ex- 
tended the  duration  of  the  charter  to  the  4th  of  March, 
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lift  mentioned,  it  ie  presumed  wu  decided  on,  from  a 
knowledge  of  the  beneficial  effects  the  community  had 
derired  firom  the  institution  and  the  propriety  with 
which  it  had  been  conducted ;  and  also  firam  an  opinion, 
perhaps  prevalent,  (but  how  well  founded  your  com- 
mittee do  not  pretend  to  decide,)  that  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  had  divested  themselves  of  the  power 
of  granting  a  charter,  even  to  a  private  bank,  till  the 
term  of  limitation  lor  that  of  the  United  States  had 
expired.  , 

The  useftil  and  prospeious  operations  of  the  Bank 
of  Alexandria  ha^e  continued  to  an  equal  degree  and 
extent  to  that  which  they  had  been  carried  to  when 
that  institution  last  received  the  sanction  of  the  State 
of  Virginia  by  the  act  of  1'801.  It  has  preserved  a 
•lability  of  credit,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  induce 
a  belief  that  the  same  prudence  and  circumspection  has 
inflaenoed  the  conduct  of  the  directors  of  it  since,  as 
did  before  the  State  of  Virginia  ceased  to  have  juris- 
diction over  the  place  of  its  establishment 

The  circumstance  of  this  incorporation  having  been 
eretted  under  the  special  sanction  of  the  ceding  State, 
tnd  it!  therefore  presumed  consistency  with  the  inter- 
est* tad  wishes  of  that  State,  the  citixens  of  whidi  are 
principally  afiected  by  the  circulation  of  its  notes,  af- 
ibrdr  considerations  for  a  continuance  of  its  charter, 
which  are  certainly  entitled  to  particular  respect  The 
iTerage  annual  dividends  of  this  bank  have  been  equal 
to  eight  and  three-fourths  per  centum  on  its  capital,  to 
the  present  time. 

The  provisions  of  its  charter  secure  to  the  public, 
af&cted  by  the  circulation  it  enjoys,  the  responsibility 
of  each  stockholder  or  member  of  the  company,  in  their 
natural  capacities,  to  an  amount  equal  to  the  stock 
held  by  him  in  case  of  losses  or  deficiency  of  the  cap- 
ital stock,  at  the  time  such  loss  or  deficiency  shall 
take  place,  from  whatsoever  cause  it  may  arise ;  and, 
alio,  m  case  the  total  amount  of  the  debts,  which  the 
eompany  shall  at  any  time  owe,  ahall  exceed  four  times 
the  tmoont  of  the  capital  stock  over  and  above  the 
Donejs  actually  deposited  in  the  bank  for  safe  keep- 
ing, the  directors,  under  whose  administration  it  shall 
Happen,  shall,  in  their  natural  and  private  capacities. 
be  liable  for  sucli  excess  to  any  creditor  of  the  bank, 
except  those  directors  who  were  absent,  or,  being  pres- 
ent, dissented  to  the  act,  which  should  produce  such 
excess;  and,  in  case  such  directors  should  not  have 
proper^  sufficient  to  pay,  the  stockholders  are'  made 
Eable,  in  their  private  capacities,  for  such  excess. 

It  is  also  made  necessary,  by  the  provisions  of  its 
duuter,  that  the  president  and  directors  shall,  once  in 
ereiy  year,  lay  h«fore  the  Executive  of  Virginia,  an 
•ceount  truly  stating  the  situation  of  the  bank  and  its 
Aindi.  A  summary  mode  of  recovery  is  also  provided 
in  the  creditors  of  the  bank. 

2dly.  The  Bank  of  Potomac,  next  to  that  of  Alex- 
•ndria,  has  been  longest  in  existence  of  any  respecting 
vhich  petitions  have  been  referred  to  this  committee. 
It  is  derived  from  an  association  of  individuals,  which 
took  place  for  that  purpose  in  the  town  of  Alexandria, 
in  the  year  1804,  who  agreed  to  subscribe  a  capital, 
not  exceeding  $500,000,  the  whole  amount  of  whi(^ 
lias  been  paid  according  to  the  terms  of  the  association. 
The  petitioners  assign,  as  a  reason  for  not  applying  at 
that  time  for  a  charter,  their  impression  that  the  Na- 
tional Legislature  had  been  precluded  by  the  terms  on 
which  that  of  the  Bank  for  the  United  States  had  been 
r&nted  from  authorizing  by  law  any  other  bank  till 
the  fourth  of  March,  1811,  and  the  necessity  of  an  in- 


crease of  banking  capital,  in  order  to  enable  the 
traders  in  agricultural  producta  to  purchase  the  in- 
creased quantity  of  those  articles  brought  to  Alexandria 
for  a  market 

This  banking  aasocia^on  has  establiahed  a  solid 
credit  There  ^is  every  reason  to  presume  its  operas 
tions  have  been  pnidentiy  conducted.  Its  utility  is 
tested  by  the  constant  demand  for  its  capital,  as  evi- 
denced  by  the  rate  of  annual  dividends  or  profits  it  has 
yielded  the  stockholders,  averaging  precisely  seven  per 
cent  to  the  period  previous  to  the  last  half  year,  which, 
for  that  term,  has  been  declared  to  be  four  per  cent  on 
the  capital. 

3dly.  The  Bank  of  Washington  and  tiie  Unian  Bank 
of  Georgetown,  are  constituted  by  articles  of  associ^ 
tion  nearly  similar  to  that  of  the  Bank  of  Potomac, 
and  have  originated  during  the  year  1809. 

The  Washington  Bsnk  is  esUhlished  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  contemplating  a  capital  of  $250,000  cer- 
tain ;  for  the  amount  of  which  a  subscription  has  been 
obtained,  and  is  capable  of  being  augmented  to  $1,- 
000,000.  The  operations  of  this  bank  have  already 
commenced. 

The  Union  Bank  is  contemplated  to  be  established 
in  Georgetown,  with  an  immediate  capital  of  $300,000, 
four-fifths  of  which  the  petitioners  state  is  now  sub- 
scribed for,  and  is  capable,  by  the  articles  of  associa- 
tion, of  being  enlarged  to  the  amount  of  $1,000,000. 
Its  operations  have  not  yet  commenced,  but  it  is  repre- 
sented in  the  petition,  that  preparations  are  so  progress- 
ing as  to  insure  their  commencement  early  in  the 
present' month. 

The  probable  utility  and  success  of  these  banks  must 
depend  on  a  variety  of  circumstances,  and  cannot  be 
deduced,  as  in  the  two  first  instances,  from  actual  ex- 
perience. 

The  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia  can, 
however,  readily  confide  in  the'  statement  of  the  peti- 
tioners, that  an  increase  of  banking  capital  will  be  con- 
ducive to  the  growth  of  commerce  and  manufactures 
within  the  District  The  committee  will  also  observe, 
that  the  founding  and  erection  of  so  extensive  a  city 
as  the  permanent  seat  of  empire  for  the  United  States, 
must  obviously  require  the  aid  of  vast  resources,  and 
that  that  consideration  ofiers  additional  inducements  to 
give  the  most  advantageous  extension  to  the  moneyed 
capital  it  may  possess,  and  to  attract  a  portion  of  that 
which  may  be  to  spare  in  other  parts  of  the  Union* 
The  purposes  of  an  increasing  commerce,  of  manu&e* 
turing  establishments,  and  more  especially  improve- 
ments for  accommodation,  now  rapidly  progressing,  it 
is  presumed,  demand  a  sum  of  circulating  medium 
perhaps  not  to  be  answered,  even  by  the  increase  ex* 
pectod  from  the  establishment  of  the  banks  petitioned 
for. 

A  fulfilment  of  the  expectations  of  rae  founders  of 
the  national  seat  of  Government  appears,  from  the 
rapid  increase  of  its  growth  and  population,  no  longer 
to  remain  doubtful.  It  can  no  longer  be  doubted,  that 
the  District  of  Columbia  is  destined  to  an  enviable,  and 
perhaps  unrivalled  enjoyment  of  commerce  and  the 
useful  arts,  the  essential  concomitants  of  wealth,  pow- 
er, and  magnificence.  Its  site  at  the  head  of  the  mar- 
itime navigation  of  a  great  river,  deriving  iu  sources 
from  the  regions  which  also  give  birth  to  the  western 
waters  of  the  United  States ;  the  facility  of  connexion 
with  the  trade  of  the  latter ;  the  natural  and  improved 
fertility  of  the  country  to  which  those  advantages  give 
a  cheap  access,  with  innumerable  other  existing  causes 
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of  prosperity,  seem  at  length  to  have  attracted  a  eon- 
eiderable  abare  of  the  aotioe  of  the  enterprising.  The 
opinion  is,  therefore,  presumed  to  be  warranted,  that 
the  necessary  means  of  improTement  would  be  greatiy 
accelerated  by  an  inerease,  *at  this  time,  of  banking 
capital. 

But,  should  this  supposition  not  be  founded  in  a  cor^ 
feet  estimate  of  the  present  demands  for  an  increased 
quantity  of  currency  in  the  District,  no  apparent  eril 
can  result  to  the  public  from  the  permission  of  an  un- 
necessary investiture  of  capital  in  banks;  prorided, 
•uch  banks  are  subjected  to  regulations,  which  may  in- 
sure the  community  against  loss  from  attributing  to 
ihem  an  unmerited  credit.  Under  such  a  security,  the 
only  consequence  which  can  result  from  an  excess  of 
Mpital,  would  be  a  want  of  employment  for  it,  and  a 
consequent  loss  to  the  stockholders.  This  part  of  the 
inqfiiry  might  then  be  left  to  rest  with  the  petitioners 
themseWes. 

The  committee,  howerer,  wurii  to  be  understood  to 
entertain  the  opinion,  that  the  unrestrained  permission 
to  individuals,  by  extensive  associations  to  establish 
institutions  of  a  moneyed  kind,  might  be  carried  to  per^ 
nidous  lengths ;  they  conoeiTe  it  to  be  the  doty  of  the 
Legislature,  while  they  encourage  those  useful  instru- 
ments of  commerce  and  improvement,  to  guard  the 
interest  of  the  citizen  from  the  dangers  whid  an  unli- 
censed extent  of  them  might  produce ;  and  their  atten- 
tion has,  therefore,  been  led  to  the  examination  of  the 
principles  on  which  those  oompaniee  have  erected 
themselves^  which  are  now  the  particular  subject  of 
inquiry. 

The  different  articles  of  association  which  constitute 
the  three  last  noticed  institutions,  although  undoubt- 
edly the  result  of  the  most  laudable  intentions,  are  not 
discerned  to  possess  in  themselves  any  security  to  the 

Eublic,  against  an  abuse  of  the  credit  the  community 
in  the  habit  of  bestowing  on  bsnk  notes.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  institution  are  in  all  cases,  and  under  any 
circumstance  of  mismsnagement,  by  express  stipula- 
tion, exempted  from  personal  liability,  a  quality  which 
it  is  presumed  ought  not  to  be  found,  to  the  same  ex- 
tent in  any  co-partnership  whatever;  it  is  certainly 
proper,  however,  to  add,  that  no  imposition  can  possi- 
bly be  presumed  to  have  been  contemplated  in  these 
particular  instances,  as  well  from  the  high  standing 
in  fociety,  which  the  framers  and  managers  of  those 
institutions  en^oy,  as  from  the  evidence  of  candor  and 
fairness  exhibited  by  them,  in  having  provided,  flkat 
contractors  vrith  them  should  bo  specially  notified  of 
this  quality  in  their  contracts,  and  that  the  receivers  of 
their  bank  currency  should  be  apprized  of  it,  from  the 
language  used  on  the  face  of  Uieir  notes. 

Xt  is  presumed  to  result  from  this  view  of  the  inquiry 
submitted  to  t^e  committee,  that  the  granting  of  char- 
ters to  the  several  petitioners,  and  by  law  prohibiting 
future  associations  which  have  so  important  an  effect 
upon  the  interests  of  society,  unless  under  the  restric- 
tions and  provisions  of  special  laws,  the  safety  and  in- 
terests of  the  public  would  be  best  protected.  It  only 
remains,  then,  for  this  committee  to  recommend  the 
mode  of  such  restrictions  as  will,  in  their  opinion,  best 
comport  with  the  public  safety,  and  not  unnecessarily 
fetter  the  operations  of  these  institutions. 

Various  means  to  secure  this  object  may  be  sug- 

Sested  as  proper  to  be  introduced  into  the  terms  of 
leir  several  incorporations : 

1.  Such  as  those  provisions  ingrafted  into  the  char- 
ter granted  by  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  to  the  Bank 


of  Alexandria,  and  which  exist  in  most  bank  ckKtsn, 
and  which  are  hereinbefore  referred  to. 

S.  By  subjecting  those  iostitations  to  an  examine 
tion  into  the  state  of  their  mSun  from  time  to  time, 
under  tuth.  authority  as  Gongrass  might  appoint,  wilh 
a  correspondent  power  of  removing  or  obviating  aboss^ 

8.  By  anthorixing  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States,  or  providing  for  Congress  to  appoint,  annnally, 
a  oeitain  number  of  the  diioetors  of  the  aeveni  insti- 
tutions. 

4.  By  incorporating  tkem«  with  snch  other  fonds  as 
might  be  autherixed,  into  a  National  Bankt  making 
them  bfanehes  thereof,  in  order  to  acnommodato  the 
diilinent  aectiona  of  the  District,  or  conaolidating  their 
several  capitals  into  an  integral  institntiony  and  thus, 
in  either  mode,  establishing  them  on  the  moot  aati^ 
factory  responsibility. 

The  fourth  altemativo  certainly  involvea  important 
conaiderationa,  not  more  from  its  intrinsic  moment 
than  from  the  time  at  whidi  the  sol^oct  haa  boon  pro- 
sented  for  consideration. 

In  all  Grovemments  where  any  system  of  finance  has 
been  adopted,  the  instrumentaUty  of  banks  baa  been 
found  of  great  utility  in  its  management.  In  one  like 
that  of  the  United  States,  where  the  revenues  are  col- 
lected throughout  a  vast  extent  of  country,  and  the 
amounts  from  that  circumstance  rendered  proportionally 
difficult  in  their  transportation  to  the  dinerent  scenes 
of  expenditure,  the  safety  and  convenience  of  banks 
have  been  already  appreciated  by  the  department  to 
which  our  fiscal  operations  are  confided.  The  bank 
established  for  the  United  States  by  an  act  of  Congrosa 
of  1791,  has  heretofore  furnished  that  convenience,  not 
however  without  a  compensation  entirely  ample,  from 
the  advantages  derived  to  it  from  the  deposites  of  pub- 
lic money.  Should  objections  be  found  to  exist  to  a 
further  continuation  of  that  charter,  which  will  expire 
in  a  very  short  period,  the  convenience,  and  also  the 
exigencies  of  Government,  will  point  out  the  policy  and 
necessity  of  creating  a  new  National  Bank,  the  place 
of  establishment  for  which  would  most  properly  be  at 
the  seat  of  Government  of  the  United  States,  under 
the  immediate  eye  of  the  Government,  with  which  a 
greater  or  less  portion  of  its  capital  would  control  the 
operations  of  such  branches  as  might  be  authorized  bj 
theproper  powers. 

To  an  establishment  of  this  kind  within  the  District 
of  Columbia,  where  the  United  Stotes  have  an  exda- 
sive  jurisdiction  constitutionally  in  all  cases,  one  at 
least  of  the  objections  to  a  prolongation  of  the  charter 
of  the  present  United  Stetes  Bank  would  not  exiai, 
nor  to  the  branches  of  a  new  bank,  when  authorized 
by  the  Stote  sovereignties.  It  would  be,  however,  for 
the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the  Legislature  to  decide 
what  portion  of  the  stock  of  the  present  United  Stetes 
Bank  might,  with  the  approbation  of  ite  owners,  be  in- 
grafted into  the  new  National  Bank.  To  continue 
this  inquiry  would  be  carrying  this  committee  beyond 
the  limite  assigned  them  in  a  report  on  the  petitiona 
referred  to  them.  Nor  would  it  be  more  certainly 
within  the  scope  of  their  duty  to  point  out  the  mode 
which,  in  their  opinions,  it  would  be  most  eligible  to 
adopt  in  the  creation  of  a  National  Bank,  or  to  observe 
upon  defecte  they  might  presume  to  exist  in  the  prea- 
ent  one.  They  profess  only  the  obvious  right  of  de* 
ciding  in  their  report  on  the  propriety  of  rejecting  or 
acceding  to  the  prayers  of  the  several  petitions  re- 
ferred to  them ;  and,  in  acceding  to  them,  to  endeavor 
to  develope  the  means  most  eligible  for  individuala^ 
and  moat  advantageous  and  safe  for  the  pnbfic,  nposx 
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which  the  inatitatioiu  prayad  fot  may  be  eitablithed. 
Thej,  therefore,  report  the  following  resolution : 

Keaoktd,  Thet  the  prajen  of  the  several  petitioners 
to  continae  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria, 
and  to  grant  charters  to  the  Banks  of  Potomac,  of  Wadi- 
ington,  and  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Georgetown,  axe 
reasonable  and  ought  to  be  granted. 

BATTURE  AT  NEW  ORLEANS. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  resolutions  heretofore  offered 
by  Mr.  SaEFrET  respectioff  the  battore. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sheffet,  the  resolution 
before  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  reinstat- 
ing the  persons  dispossessed  in  the  property  of 
the  batture,  iras  disagreed  to ;  and  Mr.  S.  offered 
s  resoltttion  requesting  the  President  to  take 
measures  that  no  injury  should  result  to  the  prop- 
erty in  question  while  the  claim  remains  unset- 
tled. Mr.  S.  supported  his  motion,  and  the  right 
of  the  claimant  to  a  speedy  iuTestigation  and  de- 
cision on  his  claim,  at  considerable  length. 

Mr.  PoTDRAS  spoke  at  great  length  in  support 
of  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  the  property. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  prog- 
ress, and  the  House  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Febuary  3. 

Owing  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  but 
few  of  the  members  attended  at  the  usual  hour  of 
meeting. 

A  quorum  not  being  present  at  twelve  o'clock, 
a  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  and  carried — yeas 
22.  nays  19. 

ly^NDAT,  February  5. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  exhib- 
iting the  proceedings  which  have  been  author- 
ized by  the  Board  smce  their  last  annual  report  \ 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JoBicaoN,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Peter  Landais, 
referred  on  the  27th  of  December  last ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Friday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  makinff  appropriations  for 
tile  support  of  Governmi;nt,  during  uie  year  one 
ihoasand  eight  hundred  and  ten,  was  read  the 
tltird  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  to  prescribe  the  mode  in 
which  application  shall  be  made  for  purchase  of 
land  at  tne  several  land  offices,  and  for  the  relief 
of  Joab  Garret,  waa  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fibk,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
providing  for  a  third  census  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United' States. 

After  considering  the  bill,  the  Committee  rose, 
and  reported  the  bm ;  which  was  cominitted  to  a 
committee  of  seven  members,  with  a  view  to  ar- 
ranging the  compensation  to  be  made  to  the  sev- 
eral marshals,  accordion  to  some  fixed  rule,  and 
according  to  the  prabable  increase  of  population 
ia  each. 


CALL  FOR  PAPERS. 

Mr.  MosELBT  called  for  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  offered  by  him  a  few  days  ago. 
calling  for  information  relative  to  the  several 
propositions  made  by  this  Gh>v«rnment  to  the 
Qovernments  of  Great  Britain  and  France. 

The  House  agreed  to  take  it  up-— yeas  71,  nays 
30,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Exekiel  Bacon,  Burwell  Btssett,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  John  Brown,  William 
A.  BnrweU»  John  C.  Chamberlain,  William  Chamber- 
lin,  Bpaphroditus  Chainpion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Hen- 
ry Cnst,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Joseph  Deiha,  William 
Ely,  James  Emott,  Barzillai  Gannett,  David  8.  Gar- 
land, Charles  Goldsboroogh,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin 
Gray,  William  Hale,  Daniel  Heister,  Benjamin  How- 
ard, Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jack- 
son, inn.,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  Herman 
Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewii,  jnn.,  Edward  8t.  Loa 
Livermore,  Mathew  Lyon,  Nathsniel  Macon,  Robert 
Marion,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Pleas- 
ant M.  Miller,  William  Milnor,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Gordon  8.  Mumfbrd,  John  Ni- 
cholson, Benjamin  Pickman,  Jan.,  Timothy  Pitkin» 
jun.,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  K.  Potter^ 
Josiah  Qnincy,  John  Roes,  Lemuel  Bawyer,  Daniel 
Bheffisy,  Samnel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stan- 
ley, WilUam  Stedman,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B. 
StuTges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Charles 
Turner,  jun.,  Jabez  Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Ar- 
chibald Van  Horn,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaes,  Lsban 
Whoaton,  Exekiel  Whitman,  James  Wilson,  and  Rob- 
ert Witherspoon. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jnn*,  William  Anderson,  Da- 
vid Bard,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  William 
Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Howell  Cobb,  William  Craw- 
ford, Richard  Cutts,  William  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk, 
Gideon  Gardner,  James  Holland,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Thomas  Kenan,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel 
McKea,  Alexander  McKim,  John  Montgomery,  Thof. 
Moore,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias 
Richards,  Eraatns  Root,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Thomas  Samp 
mons,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  S&aw,  Dennis  Smelt, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  George 
M.  Troup,  Robert  Weakley,  and  Richard  Winn. 

The  resolution  was  then  read,  and  is  in  the 
following  words: 

Reiohed^  That  the  President  of  the  United  StaUa 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  befare  this  Honsa  c^iiaa 
of  the  several  communications  made  to  the  Goven»- 
mants  of  Franca  and  Great  Britain,  with  respect  ta 
the  several  orders  and  decrees  of  exther>  violating  the 
lawful  commerce  and  neutral  rights  of  the  United 
States,  in  pursuance  of  the  authorities  vested  by  Con- 
gress in  the  Executive,  except  such  parts  aa  aaay,  in 
his  judgment,  requiia  secrecy. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mumporo,  to  add 
to  the  said  resolution  the  followiug  words :  "Also, 
to  communicate  to  this  House  such  information 
as  he  may  have  received  touching  the  forgery 
of  papers  purporting  to  be  those  of  American 
vessels.** 

This  motion  was  opposed,  on  the  ground  of  Its 
want  of  connexion  with  the  original  moliou. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment. 
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it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas  89,  Days 
26,  as  follows : 

TiAS — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Wil- 
liam Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Bnrwell 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown, 
William  A.  Burwell,  William  BuUer,  Jowph  Calhoun, 
John  C.  Chamberlain,  William  Chamberlm,  Matthew 
Clay,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran^  William  Craw- 
ford, Henry  Crist,  Richard  Catts,  John  Dawson,  Jo- 
seph Desha,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Jonathan 
Fisk,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8. 
Garland,  Charles  Goldsborongh,  Edwin  Gray,  James 
Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Hufly,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Ken- 
nedy, Joseph  Lewis,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathan- 
iel Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Arclubald  McBryde,  Sam- 
uel McKee,  Aleiander  McKim,  John  Montgomery, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Mum- 
ford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Ni- 
cholson, Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John 
Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Erastus 
Root,  John  Ross,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  8ammons, 
Lemuel  Sawyer, .  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert, 
Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Wil- 
liam Stedman,  Jacob  Swoope,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M. 
Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archi- 
bald Van  Horn,  Robert  Weakley,  Richard  Winn,  and 
Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats— Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  Mar- 
tin Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  William  Findley, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Wm.  Hale,  Daniel  Heister,  Jona- 
than H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins, 
Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Edward  St. 
Loe  Livermore,  Matthew  Lyon,  Vincent  Matthews, 
Pleasant  M^  Miller,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Josiah  Qnin- 
cy,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Tag- 
gait,  Jabez  Upham,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Labui 
Wheaton,  and  James  Wilson. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  agree  to  the 
resolution  as  ameinied.  and  resolved  in  the  affirm- 
ative— yeas  92,  nays  19,  as  follows : 

TxAs — Ezekiel  Bacon,  Burwell  Bassett,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  John  Brown,  William 
A.  Burwell,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  C.  Chamberlain, 
William  Chamberlin,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  Henry  Crist,  Richard  Cutts, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Barzillai  Gamett,  David  8. 
Garland,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Ed- 
win Gray,  M'm.  Hale,  Benj.  Howard,  J.  H.  Hubbard, 
Jacob  Hufly,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Walter  Jones,  Thos. 
Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman 
Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Liv- 
ermore, Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert 
Marion,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Alex- 
ander McKim,  William  Milnor,  John  Montgomery, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
ley, Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Ni- 
cholson, Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John 
Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Rich- 
ards, Erastus  Root,  John  Ross,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thos. 
Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel 
Shefiey,  Dennis  Smelt,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 


Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Ridiard  Stanfoid, 
John  Stanley,  William  Stedman,  James  Stephenioo. 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Tsggut, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson, 
Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  Jan.,  Ja- 
bez Upham,  Nid^olas  Van  I^ke,  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  Weakley,  Labtn 
Wheaton,  James  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
WithezspooUf 

Nats — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  Bi^ 
vid  Bard,  WilUam  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  William 
Butler,  Howell  Cobb,  William  Crawford,  John  Dtw- 
son,  William  Findley,  Gideon  Gardner,  James  Hol- 
land, Aaron  LyIe,  Samuel  McKee,  Pleasant  M.  Millec, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Samuel  Shaw,  tnd 
John  Smilie. 

Messrs.  Moselet  and  Mumford  were  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  present  the  said  resolutioo  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 


Tu^BDAT,  February  6. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Massachusetts^ 
Obchard  Cook,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  ia 
the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia,  on  the  petitions  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  banks  of  Alexan- 
dria. Potomac,  and  Washington,  and  of  the  Union 
Bank  of  Georgetown,  made  on  the  second  insunt, 
be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Fri- 
day next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoNTooMBay, 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  appointed  on  so 
much  of  the  President's  Message  or  the  29th  of 
November  last,  as  relates  to  the  Military  Esub- 
iishment  of  the  United  States,  be  instructed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and  what,  alteration  it  is 
expedient  to  make  in  the  act.  entitled  *' Ao  act 
for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for  the  gorem- 
ment  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States ;"  and 
that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pob* 
lie  Lands,  who  were  directed  by  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  the  first  of  December  last,  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  confirming  the  right  of 
the  city  of  IVew  Orleans  to  the  Common  of  said 
citv.  and  vesting  in  the  said  city  of  Orleans  the 
puDlic  and  vacant  iotsof  ground  within  the  same, 
made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  the 
resolution  therein  contained  concurred  in  by  the 
House,  as  follows : 

"Resolved,  That  the  tiipe  prescribed  by  the 
third  section  of  the  act  respecting  claims  to  land 
in  the  Territories  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  provision  therein  con- 
tained, ought  to  be  extended,  subject  to  the  terms, 
conditions,  and  reservations,  mentioned  in  the 
said  section." 

Ordered^  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  do  prepare  and 
bring  io  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow, 

Resolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and 
what,  further  provision  is  necessary  to  be  made 
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for  setttios  the  claims  to  land,  and  for  sarveyiog 
tad  sale  of  the  laod  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
Territories  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana ;  and  that 
the  committee  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  lo- 
cating Virginia  military  land  warrants,  and  for 
retOFDing  the  Burveys  thereon  to  the  Secretary  for 
the  Department  of  War. .  The  bill  was  reported 
with  several  amendments  thereto;  which  were 
read,  and  severally  concurred  in  by  the  House, 
and  the  bill  ordered  to  be- engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow. 

NATIONAL  BANKS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion submitted  on  the  fourth  of  December  last,  by 
Mr.  Nicholson,  and  the  same  being  read,  in  the 
foiiowiDg  words,  to  wit : 

Repdeedy  That  provision  be  made,  by  law,  fdr  a  gen- 
eral Natkmal  Establishment  of  Banks  throughout  the 
United  States ;  and  that  the  profits  arising  from  the 
(tme,  together  with  such  sorplusses  of  reTenue  as  may 
Kcne,  be  appropriated  for  Uie  *'  gejaeral  welfare,"  in 
the  eonttnietion  of  public  roads  and  canals,  and  the 
tttahlisiuDent  of  aeminaries  for  education  throughout 
ibe  United  SUtes : 

■ 

Mr.  Sawyer  moved  to  refer  to  a  select  commit- 
tee the  first  clause  in  the  first  resolution,  in  the 
foUowiag  words ; 

''Reioivedt  That  proTision  be  made  by  law  JTor  a 
pDcnJ  National  Bstablishment  of  Banks  throughout 
the  United  States :" 

Mr.  Smilie  suggested  the  propriety  of  refer- 
ring it  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  memo- 
rial of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Dana  conceived  that  the  proposition,  taken 
coanectediy,  had  in  view  two  broad  principles ; 
tlie  first,  to  facilitate  intercourse  and  external  im- 
proremeot  generally ;  the  second,  to  provide  the 
QKaos  for  earryin|^  that  principle  into  effect.  He 
^bted  the  propriety,  under  the  idea  of  referring 
the  sobject  to  committees,  of  thus  cutting  up  aUy 
FTOposition  submitted  by  a  member  of  the  House. 

Mr.  RoB8  moved  to  refer  this  clause  to  a  Com- 
ajitee  of  the  whole  House,  because  he  concetTed 
ittotoTolTea  great  Constitutional  question,  which, 
IB  the  firet  place,  ought  to  be  settled  in  Commit- 
*e  of  the  Whole.  The  important  question  which 
OQght  to  be  considered,  is,  whether  the  Congress 
l^rhe  United  States  are  vested  with  any  author- 
ay  whatever  to  institute  or  charter  institutions  of 
laiskind?  On  this  point  he  did  not  express  an  opin- 
j^Q ;  bat  he  was  confident  it  was  a  question  which 
m  divided  the  ablest  heads  and  the  best  hearts 
I'l  the  eoQotry,  and  therefore  should  be  maturely 
tOQsidered. 

Mr.  LovB  concurred  with  Mr.  Ross  in  opinion 
^  to  (be  imporunce  of  the  Constitutional  ques- 
^a-  By  thevreport  of  the  committee  on  the  pe- 
kitioQs  of  the  Banks  of  the  District,  this  morning 
referred,  the  subject  was  expressly  before  a  Com- 
■iitoe  of  the  Whole.  This  motion  might  be  re- 
''■red  to  that  Committee.  Unquestionably,  from 
)  1th  Con.  2d  Sess. 


the  magnitude  of  the  subject,  it  should  first  be 
discussed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  J.  Nicholson  said  that,  since  he  had 
offered  the  first  resolution,  a  part  of  which  was 
now  proposed  to  be  referred,  he  had  entertained 
some  doubts  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  mea- 
sure, which  were  not  yet  wholly  removed ;  and 
he  had,  therefore,  no  objection  to  the  reference  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  full  discussion. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  a  Committee  of  the 
'Whole  was  negatived. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  a  select  committee  was 
negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

The  subject,  of  course,  still  lies  on  the  table. 

SEA-LETTER  VESSELS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  issuing  of 
sea-letters,  except  to  certain  vessels. 

Some  desultory  debate  took  place  on  the  bill, 
in  which  Messrs.  Newton,  CIdincy,  Dana,  Ma-> 
BioN, R.  Jackson,  McKim,  Livebmorb,  and  Mum* 
FORO,  partook ;  Mr.  Jackson  alone  appearing  to 
be  opposed  to  the  object  of  it,  which  was  stated 
to  be,  to  prevent  those  vessels,  considered  by  our 
revenue  laws  as  foreign  vessel?,  from  claiming 
the  protection  of  the  American  flag  on  the  sea. 
and  thus  favoring  frauds  by  means  of  forgea 
papers.  , 

The  bill,  after  being  amended  so  as  to  exclude 
from  the  operation  of  the  law  vessels  now  owned 
by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  was  reported  to 
the  House. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Dana,  it  was  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  make  permanent  an  act 
providing  the  mode  of  taking  evidence  in  cases 
of  contested  elections,  and  to  compel  the  attend- 
ance of  witnesses  in  such  cases,  went  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  reported  to 
the  House.  But,  before  any  order  was  taken  ou 
it,  the  House  adjourned. 


WBONEsnAT,  February  7. 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  and  documents  of 
John  Davis,  administrator  of  Samuel  Q.  East, 
accompanying  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  estate 
of  Samuel  G.  East,  be  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  JoBNsoN,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  re  lief  of  William  Hastings; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Johnson  presented  a  petition  of  the  €k)V- 
ernor.  Judges,  and  Secretary^  of  the  Illinois  Ter- 
ritoryj  prayine  to  be  permitted  to  locate  such 
quantities  of  tne  land  of  the  United  States  as  they 
are  required  by  the  tenor  of  their  respective  offices 
to  hold,  upon  such  terms  and  restrictions  as  Con- 
gress may  deem  proper  to  prescribe. — Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Bassbtt,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Na- 
val Establishment  of  the  United  States,  to  whom 
was  referred  several  petitions  of  the  oflicers  of 
the  Navy,  presented  a  bill  in  relation  to  the  pen^ 
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sioDs  and  rations  of  the  officers  of  the  Navy ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

An  en^ossed  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  locat- 
ing Virginia  military  warrants,  and  for  returning 
surveys  thereon  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  LovB  offered  the  following  reaolation,  de- 
claring his  object  to  be  merely  to  refer  it  to  the  same 
Committee  oif  the  Whole  to  whom  other  resolu- 
tions on  the  same  subject  are  referred,  that  ft 
might  come  under  consideration  whenever  the 
claim  to  the  bstture  should  be  farther  considered : 

Resoivedt  That  the  United  States,  by  Tirtne  of  their 
soTcreign  authority,  daim  and  have  the  sole  right  to 
the  battare  situate  below  high  water  mark  in  the  river 
Misnasqypi,  in  front  of  the  suburb  St.  Mary,  in  the  city 
of  New  Orleans." 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whom  is  committed 
the  resolutions  proposed  by  Mr.  Shefiist,  rela- 
tive to  the  said  batture. 

SEA-LETTER  VESSELS. 

The  House  took  up  for  consideration  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
'*  to  prevent  the  issuing  of  sea-letters,  except  to 
certain  vessels." 

Mr.  McMFORD  spoke  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
thebill  as  ^oing  to  favor  American  navigation  and 
ship  tiuilding,  and  to  benefit  the  real  American 
merchant.  He  was  astonished  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Rhode  Island  (Mr.  Jackson)  could  be 
opposed  to  it ;  as,  if  comparisons  were  allowable 
in  such  a  case,  it  would  tend  to  promote  almost 
exclusively^  the  interests  of  the  Northern  States. 

Mr.  Dana  explained  at  considerable  extent  the 
nature  and  operation  of  the  various  documents  or 
muniments  now  furnished  to  American  vessels 
navigating  the  ocean.  He  advocated  the  bill,  and 
reduced  the  question  on  the  ^expediency  of  the  bilt 
to  this  point :  Whether  the  House  would  not  say 
that  the  privilege  of  the  American  character 
should  be  confined  to  vessels  either  built  in  the 
United  States,  or  captured  in  war  by  citizens  and 
lawfully  condemned  as  prize,  or  aajudged  to  be 
forfeited  for  a  breach  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  R.  Jackson  moved  an  amendment,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  was  to  postpone  till  thefint  of  June 
next  the  operation  of  the  bill. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
by  Messrs.  Ross,  Q^inct  and  Pitkin  ;  and  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Mumforu,  Nbwton,Dana,  and 
McKiM. 

The  reasons  assigned  in  favor  of  it  were,  that, 
without  such  an  amendment,  the  bill  would  have 
an  extremely  injurious  operation  on  those  citi- 
zens who  might,  without  a  knowledge  of  the  law, 
purchase  condemned  American  vessels  abroad 
and  bring  them  to  the  United  States,  where  they 
would  be  disappointed  in  obtaining  that  privilege 
which  alone  could  make  them  valuable,  and 
which  they  had  a  right  to  expect  when  they  pur- 
chased.   It  was  said  that  many  vessels,  say  forty 


or  fifty,  were  under  seizure  in  the  ports  of  Den- 
mark, and  probably  many  would  be  coodemDed. 
which  might  be  purchased  at  a  low  rate  by  citi- 
zens, under  the  idea  of  obtaining  sea-letters,  which 
by  the  bill  ate  refused. 

To  this  it  was  replied,  that  if  the  owner  of 
a  condemned  American  vessel  re-purchased  kb 
property,  it  was  alreadv  provided  by  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  that  his  vessel  should  receirea 
new  register ;  that  if  any  other  person  than  the 
owner  purchased,  it  would  be  a  species  of  specula- 
tion on  the  property  taken  prize,  which  ought  not 
to  be  encouraged.  The  amendment  as  proposed. 
it  was  said,  would  throw  wide  open  the  door  to 
the  purchase,  previous  to  the  day  named,  of  Brit- 
ish, French,  Danish,  Swedish,  and  other  forejsQ 
vessels,  with  a  view  to  a  profitable  speculatioD 
in  converting  them  into  sea-letter  vesseb ;  sod 
would  therefore  in  some  measure  defeat  the  ob- 
ject of  the  bill,  which  was  to  put  an  end  as  sooo 
as  possible  to  this  species  of  vessels. 

The  motion  to  amend  was  negatived,  56  to  39. 

Mr.  Dana  moved  an  amendment,  which  he 
thought  would  obviate  all  difficulty,  viz:  toei^ 
eept  from  the  operation  of  the  bill  "ships  or  res^ 

*  sels  built  in  the  United   States,  and  arriving 

*  within  some  of  the  ports  of  the  Uaited  Stated 

*  before  the day  of next."    This  moiioD 

was  opposed  by  Mr.  Newton  and  Mr.  Fisc,  vhci 
declared  it  in  principle  the  same  amendment  jus! 
negatived ;  and  supported  by  Messrs.  Pitkin,  R 
Jackson,  Dana  and  Rose. 

The  question  was  taken  on  filling  the  blank  iii 
the  amendment  with  the  first  day  of  June,  2m 
negatived,  47  to  36 ;  with  the  15th  day  of  Mnf 
and  negatived,  54  to  41. 

Mr.  Dana  then  accepted  the  first  day  of  Maj 
as  a  part  of  the  amendment ;  and.  as  amended 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Dana  was  finally  Begatived! 
yeas  56,  nays  61,  as  follows : 

TxAS — Willis  Alston,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Bred 
enridge,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  WUIiam  Chamberlii 
Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Samsl 
W.  Dsna,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Charles  Gol^ 
borough,  Thomas  R.  Gold«  WilMam  Hale,  I^athanil 
A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  William  Helms,  James  H<i 
Isad,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Rkhaid  Jackson,  joniti 
Robert  Jenkins,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbackfl 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Liveimore,  RoU 
Le  Roy  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Vincent  Matthe« 
Plessant  M.  Miller,  WiUiam  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.Mm 
ley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Picj 
man,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josi) 
Quincy,  John  Ross,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Daniel  ShmS^ 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smiley,  William  Stedman,  Janj 
Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Sam^ 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Thompson,  t 
Tracy,  Jabez  Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Killian 
Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitmi 
James  Wilson,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats — WiUiam  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burw 
Bassett,  WHUam  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brov 
Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  A.  Bnrwell,  William  ButI 
Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Ho'M 
Cobb,  James  Coohran,  James  Cox,  WiUisin  Crawfii 
Henry  Cnst,  Richard  Cntts,  John  Dawson,  Jos< 
Desha,  WiUiam  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Gideon  Ga 
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ner,  David  8.  Garland,  Thoinaa  Gfaolcon,  Jan.,  Edwin 
Gny,  BeBJamio  Howard,  Jacob  Hafty,  Richard  M. 
JohiMon,  Wakcr  Jones,  Thomaa  Kenan,  WilUam  Ken- 
B«iy,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Robert  Marion,  SamQel 
McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  John  Montfomery,  Guiw 
doD  8.  Mamfiird,  Thomaa  Newton,  John  Porter,  Peter 
B.  Porter  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
MiMt,  Matthiaa  Richaide,  John  Roane,  Eraatos  Root, 
Ebenoer  Sage,  Ebeneaer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Sam- 
id  Shiw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Henir  Soath- 
ui  Richard  Stanford,  John  Taylor,  George  M.  Troup, 
Chtrles  Turner,  junior,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Robert 
WeiUey,  and  Richard  Winn. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  followioff  is  the  bill,  as  ameDded ; 

'Be  it  maeUi^  4re^  That  in  future  no  sea-letter 
01  other  document,  oertiffing  or  proving  any  ship 
or  iMiel  to  be  the  proper^  of  a  citizen  or  citizens  of 
the  United  Slates,  snldl  be  issued,  except  to  ships  or  ve»> 
Kii  dolj  registered  or  enrolled  and  licensed  as  ships  or 
itiwk  of  the  United  States,  or  to  vessels  at  this  time 
•wned  by  citixeiM  of  die  United  States  and  already 
fiiraiahad  with  sea-Ietteis  or  other  custom-house  docu- 
Bcnti;  aoy  law  or  laws  heretofinre  passed  to  the  eon- 
tnij  notwithstanding." 

DETACHMENT  OP  MILITIA. 

The  House  resamed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bitl 
iDiborizing  a  detachment  of  the  militia  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Dana  observed  that  the  bill  provided  that 
the  quotas  to  be  draughted  from  the  States  respect- 
irely  should  be  apportioned  accordinff  to  the  re- 
taro  of  militia  received  at  the  office  of  tne  Depart- 
ment of  War  from  each  State.  He  wished  to 
offer  an  amendment  to  this  part  of  the  bill,  be- 
nosefrom  some  of  the  States  returns  might  have 
been  regularly  received,  whilst  from  others  re- 
t\]nis  might  not  have  oeen  received  for  six  or 
seven  years.  The  liabilitv  to  be  called  into  ser- 
vice to  perform  militia  doty,  Mr.  D.  remarked, 
Visa  species  of  capitation  tax,  paid  not  in  money 
bdt  Id  service;  and,  bein^  a  direct  tax,  should  be, 
as  ibe  Constitution  provides,  apportioned  among 
the  several  States  according  to  their  respective 
DQmbers.  If  the  States  were  liable  to  itiilitia  duty 
ofiJf  according  to  their  returns,  the  more  of  their 
citizens  they  exempted  from  militia  duty,  tbe 
nnaller  would  be  their  proportion  of  the  public 
harden  which  a  requisition  olmilitia  service  impo- 
^;  The  numbers  of  militia  increased  with  the 
ntio  of  population ;  and  of  course  those  States, 
vnose  returns  for  several  years  past  were  defec- 
^ve,  would  not  bear  their  due  proportion  of  this 
p^pitation  tax.  Where  returns  wete  thus  want- 
ingi  be  presumed  the  most  equitable  mode  would 
be  to  apportion  the  militia  according  to  their  rep- 
lesentatiou  in  Congress.  With  this  view  he 
ffiored  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding,  after  the 
eianse  of  the  bill  which  prescribes  tbe  mode  of 
apportioning  tbe  detachment  where  returns  are 
defective,  the  words  ^according  to  the  ratio  of 
tepresentatioD  for  the  States  respectively,  and  by 
«ieh  other  data  as  he  shall  judge  equitable  for 
Ike  respective  Territories." 

Mi.  Kit  doubted  whether  he  correctly  under- 


stood the  object  of  the  amendment.  If  he  did, 
its  operation  Would  be  extremely  unjust  on  tbe 
Southern  States,  whose  representation  was  par- 
tially founded  on  their  black  as  well  as  white 
population,  and  who  were  therefore  unfortunately 
weaker  than  the  States  differently  situated,  if 
they  were  on  that  account  to  furnish  more  than 
their  proportion  in  detachments  of  militia. 

Mr.  Dana  said  the  gentleman  had  understood 
his  object  correctly.  He  certainly  meant,  where 
the  proper  officers  in  a  State  had  neglected  their 
duty  in  making  returns,  that  the  quota  of  that 
State  should  be  apportioned  according  to  its  ratio 
of  representation. 

Mr.  Kby  said  he  bad  no  idea  of  inflicting  on 
States  a  punishment  of  this  kind  becanse  their 
officers  had  not  made  the  proper  returns.  The 
principle  would  operate  more  injuriously  than 
was  necessarjr  to  enforce  the  laws,  and  he  aid  not 
think  a  principle  so  unjust  ought  to  be  adopted 
to  enforce  the  laws  of  the  Union,  when  other  means 
of  doinff  it  were  within  the  power  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Desha  observed  that,  in  addition  to  other 
objections,  such  a  provision  would  operate  inju- 
riously in  another  respect.  Since  the  present 
representation  had  been  apportioned,  some  States 
had  nearly  doubled  their  population,  and  they 
would  not,  where  returns  were  defective,  accord- 
ing to  this  amendment,  be  called  upon  for  their 
proper  proportion.  He  presumed  no  gentleman 
could  wish  to  prevent  the  Western  people  from 
furnishing  their  full  quota  of  men  for  the  public 
service.  Such  a  provision  as  this  would  deprive 
his  constituents  of  the  privilege  of  turning  out 
their  proportion  if  their  country  should  require 
their  assistance. 

Mr.  Dana  said  he  did  not  know  how  far  be- 
ing draughted  in  the  quotas  of  militia  would  be 
deem^  a  great  privilege  in  the  Western  country; 
but,  however  great  it  was,  the  deprivation  of 
it  would  not  be  very  injurious  in  those  States 
which  had  not  for  some  years  sent  an  inspector's 
return  of  militia,  nor  even  written  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  War.  As  respected  certain  parts  of 
the  Union,  where  the  Executives  of  the  States 
were  habituated  to  issue  orders  tb  the  proper  offi- 
ers,  to  inform  them  that  the  quotas  shoula  be  de- 
tached and  equipped,  and  where,  on  failure  of  at- 
tending promptly  to  their  duty,  the  officers  were 
liable  to  be  trieo  and  punished,  and  where  the 
execution  of  the  law  was  a  considerable  lax  on 
the  citizens  concerned,  both  as  to  time  and  prop- 
erty, he  had  some  doubt  whether  it  was  esteemed 
a  very  great  privilege  to  be  draughted  from  the  mili- 
tia. It  might  be  so  where  a  sufficient  number 
turned  out  and  equipped  themselves  as  volun- 
teers, so  as  to  render  a  draught  unnecessary.  The 
contribution  of  either  property  or  service  to  the 
country,  Mr.  Pana  said,  was  in  the  nature  of 
a  direct  tax.  The  compliance  with  requisition 
of  a  quota  of  militia  required  a  portion  of  the 
time  and  property  of  the'individual,and  operated 
in  the  nature  of  a  capitation  tax.  In  the  part  of 
the  country  to  which  he  belonged  the  liability  to 
be  called  into  actual  service  was  not  felt  as  a 
privilege.     The  right  to  have  a  well  regulated 
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militia,  and  to  bear  arms,  was  a  right  which  thejr 
tlaimed  as  a  security  against  domestic usorpaxioj^ 
or  foreign  invasion,  fiut  it  was  felt  to  tea  tax 
on  the  individual  to  be  obliged  to  be  equipped  for 
regular  militia  duty,  and  in  consequence  of  this 
tzemptions  were  in  some  cases  granted  from 
other  taxes.  The  principle  of  the  amendment 
was,  that  if  the  States  attended  to  their  duty  in 
making  the  proper  returns  of  militia,  no  burden 
would  be  laid  on  them  which  was  not  in  the 
same  manner  imposed  on  other  States;  if  not, 
that  they  should  contribute  to  this  direct  tax  in 
proportion  to  their  representation. 

Mr.  Trodp  said  that  the  operation  of  the 
amendment  was  one  thing,  and  its  principle  an- 
other, and  wholly  difierent  thipg.  The  operation 
of  it  would  be  such  as  the  gentleman,  he  was 
tonvinced,  did  not  design ;  but  he  could  not  at 
the  same  time  help  condemning  the  principle  on 
which  the  amendment  was  founded.  He  said  he 
bad  always  understood  that  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  was  the  result  of  mutual  com- 
promise and  concession  of  privileges  and  rights 
on  the  one  hand,  for  rights  and  privileges  on  the 
other.  We  (said  Mr.  T.,  alluding  to  the  South- 
ern States)  paid  for  our  privileges,  and  the  price 
of  them  is  as  distinctlv  marked  in  the  Constitu- 
tion as  the  privileges  themselves.  And  does  the 
gentleman  call  upon  us,  in  addition  to  this  price, 
to  pay  the  discriminatiug  tax  proposed  by  this 
amendment  to  be  levied  on  us?  The  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  cannot  be  serious.  He  under- 
stands too  well  the  Constitution  of  his  country  and 
the  principles  on  which  it  is  founded.  The  opera- 
tion of  the  amendment  will  unquestionably  be 
unequal.  Connecticut  is  one  of  the  Northern 
hives, and  sends  out  annually  a  greater  proportion, 
I  make  no  doubt,  than  the  natural  increase  of  her 
population.  And  certainly,  if  the  populi^ion  of 
Connecticut  has  been  stationary  for  tne  last  ten 
years,  whilst  other  States  have  increased  and 
doubled  their  numbers,  Connecticut  will  be  called 
upon  for  her  full  quota,  whilst  other  States  will 
not  be  called  upon  for  one  half  of  their  proper 
proportion. 

Mr.  TALLMAno£  said  he  much  doubted  whe- 
ther the  amendment  which  his  colleague  had  pro- 
posed would  be  a  correct  remedy  for  the  evil  said 
to  exist ;  it  certainly,  however,  could  not  apply,  if 
there  were  returns  from  all  tne  States  on  which 
an  apportionment  could  be  made.  A  law  had  some 
years  ago  been  passed  in  which  the  Executives  of 
the  several  States  were  called  upon  to  make  an- 
nual returns  of  their  militia  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. Mr.  T.  said  he  could  hardly  believe 
that  there  was  any  State  in  the  Union  which  had 
not  made  these  returns.  If  there  was  such  a 
8tate.  he  said  he  should  accord  in  an  amendment 
wbicn  should  give  a  more  perfect  clue  by  which 
the  apportionment  could  be  made.  But  he  could 
i^ot  consent  to  mulct  any  one  of  the  States  for  the 
neglect  of  its  officers,  in  any  mode  which  would 
operate  as  unequal  as  that  proposed  in  the  amend- 
ment.   He  was  therefore  opposed  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  SoDTHARO  concurred  in  the  idea,  that 
militia  service  was  a  capitation  tax;  and  con- 


ceived that  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  tax 
should  be  apportioned  according  to  the  real  num- 
bers of  the  militia  in  each  State.  At  present  the  tax 
operated  severely  on  those  who  were  most  faith- 
ful in  making  their  returns.  Returns  bad  been 
made  by  some  States  annually,  and  by  others 
not  for  two  or  three  years.  There  were  States 
containing  150.000  souls  which  returned  bat  23,- 
000  militia.  Other  States  returned  a  greater  pro- 
portion. New  Jersey, for  instance,  returned  33,000. 
He  found  by  the  returns  that  the  number  of  mi- 
litia accumulated  every  year;  and,  of  course, if 
the  apportionment  were  to  be  made  according  to 
the  returns  actually  received,  those  States  which 
were  punctual  in  makin£[  returns  would  have  to 
pay  much  more  than  their  proportion  of  this  tax. 
The  bill  under  consideration  he  therefore  thought 
unequal  in  its  operation,  and  was  unwilling  to 
take  it  in  its  present  form.  With  respect  to  the 
amendment,  however,  he  agreed  that  it  was  not 

f)roper,  because  of  the  proportion  of  black  popo- 
atioD  presented  in  some  of  the  States.  Wishiog 
time  to  consider  of  the  best  mode  of  amending 
the  bill,  he  moved  to  postpone  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Kbt  said  that  although  the  argument  of 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Nlr.  Dana] 
was  a  very  ingenious  one,  it  was  not  correct 
The  ingenuity,  said  Mr.  K.,  is  in  this:  he  coq* 
tends  that  militia  duty  is  personal  service,  and  u 
such  that  it  is  a  capitation  tax ;  and,  assuming  aa 
correct  the  principle  that  it  is  a  capitation  tax 
that  it  should  be  apportioned  according  to  repre^ 
sentation*  In  the  quota  of  taxes,  sir,  we  pay  foi 
our  blacks ;  we  pay  a  proportional  tax  according 
to  the  ratio  of  representation,  as  the  Constitutioi 
directs.  But  the  argument  is  incorrect  in  this 
Our  laws  provide  that  free  white  males  aloni 
shall  perform  militia  duty ;  and  the  States  respec 
tivelv  pay  their  full  proportion  of  that  duty  wbei 
they  Dring  forward  their  proportion  of  white  popii 
lation.  The  gentleman  wishes  us  to  perform  tbi 
duty  not  according  to  our  own  white  population 
but  according  to  our  representation.  But  ever^ 
thing  is  retained  to  the  States  respectively,  or  ti 
the  people,  which  is  not  taken  from  them  by  tfa 
Constitution — and  I  call  upon  gentlemen  to  shot 
what  part  of  the  Constitution  says  that  the  South 
ern  States  shall  bring  forward  for  militia  dut 
more  than  their  propyortion  of  white  populatioi 
The  Constitution  being  silent  on  this  point,  il 
argument  cannot  be  correct.  Representation  at 
direct  taxation  are  precisely  specified  and  link< 
together  in  the  Constitution ;  but,  because  inilit 
duty  is  said  to  be  in  the  nature  of  a  capitatic 
tax,  it  does  not  follow  that  it  should  be  appo 
tioned  according  to  representation.  The  concl 
sion  does  not  flow  from  the  premises. 

The  question  was  taken  on  postponing  the  fu 
ther  consideration  of  the  bill  till  to-morrow^,  ac 
carried.    And  the  House  adjourned. 


TBDRSnAT,  February  8. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Livi:fGSTOMy  \\ 
the  House  do  now  adljourn  \  and  the  question  1 
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iog  taken  chereoo,  it  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
atife — ^yeas  4,  nays  83. 

Ad  engrossed  bill  to  prevent  the  issuing  of  sea- 
letters,  except  to  certain  vessels,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Lton,  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate in  addition  to  an  act  to  regulate  the  laying 
Sit  and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland  in  the 
tate  of  Maryland  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  was 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to« 
morrow. 

DETACHMENT  OF  MILITIA. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
onfioished  business  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  Dana's  amendment  yet  under  cousider- 
aiion — 

Mr.  Tboup  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding  the 
following  words,  declaring  his  object  to  be  merely, 
bf  showing  how  improper  the  one  proposition 
vas,  to  display  more  strikingly  the  deformity  of 
the  other : 

**Aiul  that  the  State  of  Coamocticuty  in  consideration 
4f  her  admission  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  on 
tenu  of  equality  with  the  States  of  TIew  York  and 
PeoAfjlTania  without  equivalent  oonoessiony  be  re- 
^oired  to  furnish  a  quota  of  militia  proportioned  to  her 
npreientation  in  that  body." 

Messrs.  Butler,  Pickman,  Troup,  Tallmadgs, 
Tatlor  and  Smilie^  opposed  Mr.  Dana's  amend- 
ment, and  Mr.  Dana  and  Mr.  Ross  supported  it. 

Mr.  Tallmaoge  read  an  extract  of  a  letter 
which  he  had  this  day  receiv^ed  from  the  Secre* 
tarvof  War,  containing  information  to  this  effect : 
^  There  is  no  State  in  the  Union  which  has  not 
made  its  returns  of  militia  according  to  law." 

Mr.  CluiNCY  made  a  motion  super^seding  the 
motions  under  consideration,  viz :  to  striice  out 
tbat  part  of  the  bill  providing  for  cases  of  deficient 
Rtoros.  As  there  was  no  such  case,  there  was 
BO  occasion  for  such  a  provision. 

Mr.  Southard  moved  to  recommit  the  bill 
lo  a  select  committee,  with  a  view  to  inquire  into 
tbe  practicability  of  more  equitably  apportioning 
the  quotas  than  has  heretofore  been  done. 

The  motion  was  carried,  Messrs.  Southard, 
FiSK,  Ross,  Tallmadqe,  and  Dana,  supporting 
ii;  and  the  bill  was  referred  to  a  committee  of 
tweoty  members. 

CANALS  AND  ROADS. 

Mr.  P.  B.  Porter. — I  have  risen,  sir,  for  the 
porpose  of  asking  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a 
'Object,  than  which,  I  may  confidently  say,  there 
is  00  one,  that  rejgrards  our  domestic  policy,  more 
important  or  which  more  loudly  calls  for  the  in- 
terposition of  the  National  Legislature. 

The  subject  to  which  I  allude,  is  the  internal 
improvement  of  the  United  States  by  roads  and 
canals.  And  I  intend,  before  I  sit  down,  to  offer 
t  resolation,  the  object  of  which  will  be  to  ascer- 
^in  the  sense  of  the  House  in  relation  to  the  ex- 
P^dieDcy  of  appropriating  a  part  of  the  public 
uods  to  such  improvements. 

1  am  not  in  the  habit  of  trespassing  upon  the 
'patience  of  the   House,  and  I  am  sure  that  no 


apology  will  be  required  for  the  time  I  may  oc- 
cupy in  presenting  such  general  views  of  this  sub- 
ject, as  the  importance  of  it  seems,  in  my  opin- 
ion, to  demand.  I  know  that  the  time  of  the 
House  is  precious — lam  aware  that  there  are 
inany  matters  connected  with  our  foreign  rela- 
tions, that  have  strong  claims  to  its  attention; 
but  they  surely  ought  not  to  exclude  every  other 
subject  of  legislation.  I  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent a  portion  of  the  country  which  is  perhaps  as 
little  affected  by  our  exterior  commercial  rela- 
tions as  an)[  part  of  the  United  States;  and  yet 
I  listen^  witn  great  attention  and  interest,  to 
the  various  plans  and  propositions  which  are 
daily  submitted,  and  discussed  in  this  House, 
and  with  which  indeed  its  time  is  almost  exclu- 
sively occupied,  for  the  protection  and  security 
of  commerce ;  and  I  trust  that  I  shall  show  by 
my  vote,  on  every  proper  occasion,  that  I  con- 
siaer  my  constituents  as  bound  to  support  with 
their  persons  and  their  property,  and  to  the  last 
extremity,  the  just  rights  of  this  country.  On 
the  other  nand,  I  have  a  risht  to  expect  tnat  the 
gentlemen  who  represent  the  mercantile  interest 
will  not  only  hear  with  patience  the  proposition 
I  am  about  to  submit,  but^  that  they  will  thank 
me  for  the  fair  opportunity,  I  intend  to  afford 
them,  of  proving  the  sincerity  of  those  professions 
whicn  we  hear  so  often  ana  so  loudly  made  on 
this  floor,  in  favor  of  the  agricultural  interest. 
The  gentlemen  tell  us  that  commerce  is  only  the 
handmaid  of  agriculture ;  and  that  their  zeal  to 
protect  commerce  arises  merely  from  a  desire  to 
promote,  through  its  instrumentality,  the  great 
interests  of  agriculture.  I  shall  not  question  the 
sincerity  of  these  declarations,  nor  the  correct- 
ness of  the  principle  they  assert :  but  it  is  to  be 
presumed  that  the  gentlemen  will  be  as  willing 
to  give  a  direct  encouragement  to  agriculture,  as 
to  do  it  indirectly  through  the  medium  of  com- 
merce. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  a  bill  was  some  days 
ago  laid  on  your  table,  from  the  Senate,  embrac- 
ing the  subject  of  roads  and  canals.  What  course 
this  bill  has  already  taken,  or  what  may  be  its  ulti- 
mate fate  in  that  House,  were  it  possible  for  me  to 
conjecture,  it  would  be  improper  for  me  to  state 
in  this  place,  especially  in  the  present  state  of  my 
feelings  on  that  subject.  I  maintain  this  bill  only 
because  I  had  some  little  share  in  producing  it,  in 
the  form  in  which  it  appears  on  your  table,  and 
in  which  it  originally  appeared  in  the  Senate ; 
and  because  it  therefore  shows  m^  ideas  of  a 
practical  mode  of  carrving  the  objects  of  the 
resolution  into  effect.  And  I  must  beg  the  House 
to  bear  in  mind  the  provisions  of  that  bill,  in 
weighing  the  observations  which  I  am  about  to 
offer,  should  these  observations  be  so  fortunate  as 
to  gain  the  ear  of  the  House. 

it  is  possible  that  some  of  the  views  which  I 
am  about  to  take  of  this  subject  may  be  con- 
sidered as  too  extravagant  and  remote,  and  that 
they  may  at  first  even  wear  the  appearance  of 
affectation;  I  hope,  however,  it  will  be  recollected 
that  the  subject  is  in  itself  of  vast  magnitude  and 
extent ;  and  that,  in  order  to  speak  of  it  with  any 
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degree  of  justice,  it  will  be  necessary  to  consider  it  | 
in  reference  to  the  great  and  correspondent  effects 
which  it  is  calculated  to  produce.  And  permit 
ine,  in  the  first  place,  to  sav,  sir,  that  some  great 
system  of  internal  navigation,  such  as  is  contem- 
plated in  the  bill  introduced  into  the  Senate,  is 
not  only  an  object  of  the  first  consequence  to  the 
future  prosperity  of  this  countrVj  considered  as  a 
measure  of  political  economy,  out  as  a  measure 
of  State  policy  it  is  indispensable  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  integrity  of  this  Grovernment. 

The  United  States  have  for  twenty  years  past 
been  favored  in  their  external  commerce,  in  a 
manner  unequalled  perhaps  in  the  history  of  the 
world.    Our  citizens  have  not  only  grown  rich, 
but  they  have  alinost  gone  mad  in  pursuit  of  this 
commerce.    Such  have  been  its  temptations,  as 
to  engage  in  it  almost  the  whole  of  the  floating 
capital  of  the  country,  and  a  great  part  of  its  en- 
terprise; and  every  other  occupation  has  been 
considered  as  secondary  and  subordinate.    This 
extraordinary  success   of  commerce  has  been 
owing  partly  to  our  local  situation,  partly  to 
the  native  enterprise  of  our  citizens,  but  pri- 
marily to  the  unparalleled  succession  of  events 
in  Europe.    The  course  of  these  events,  before 
so  propitfous  to  our  interests,  has  of  late  very 
materially  changed,  and  witn  it  has  changed 
the  tide  of  our  commercial  prosperity.    I  am 
far  however  from  believing  that  this  sudden  re- 
verse may  not  eventually  prove  fortunate  for 
the  true  interest  of  the  United  States.    The  em- 
barrassments which  the  belligerents  have  thrown 
in   the  way  of  our  external  commerce,  have 
turned  the  attention  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try to  their  own  internal  resources.     And  in 
viewing  these  resources  we  perceive  with  pride 
that  there  is  no  country  on  earth  which,  in  the 
fertility  of  its  soil,  the  extent  and  variety  of  its 
climate  and  productions,  affords  the  means  of 
national  wealth  and  greatness  in  the  measure 
they  are  enjoyed  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States.    If  these  means  are  properly  fostered  and 
encouraged  by  a  liberal  and  enlightened  policy, 
we  shall  soon  be  able  not  only  to  defend  our  in- 
dependence at  home,  which  however  I  confi- 
dently trust  we  have  now  both  the  ability  and 
the  disposition  to  do,  notwithstanding  the  fears 
that  are  attempted  to  be  excited  on  this  subject, 
but  we  .shall  be  able  to  protect  our  foreign  com- 
merce against  the  united  power  of  the  world. 
One  great  object  of  the  system  I  am  about  to 
propose,  is  to  unlock  these  internal  resources — 
to  enable  the  citizen  of  one  part  of  the  United 
States  to  exchange  his  products  for  those  of 
another^  and  to  open  k  great  internal  commerce, 
which  IS  acknowledged  by  aU  who  profess  any 
'  skill  in  the  science  of  political  economy  to  be 
much  more  profitable  and  advantageous^  than 
the  most  favored  external  commerce  which  we 
could  enjoy*    The  system,  however,  has  another 
object  in  view  not  less  important. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  are  divided,  by 
a  geographical  line,  into  two  great  and  dis- 
tinct sections.  The  people  who  live  along  the 
Atlantic  on  the  east  side  of  the  Alleghany  moun- 


tains, and  who  compose  the  three  great  classes 
of  merchants,  manufacturers,  and  agriculturists, 
and  those  who  occupy  the  west  side  of  those 
mountains,  who  are  exclusively  agriculturiits. 
This  diversity  and  supposed  contrariety  of  in- 
terest and  pursuit  between  the  people  of  these 
two  great  divisions  of  country,  and  the  difference 
of  character  to  which  these  occupations  give  ri^e, 
it  has  been  confidently  asserted  and  is  still  be- 
lieved by  many,  will  lead  to  a  separation  of  the 
United  states  at  no  very  distant  day.  In  my 
humble  opinion,  sir,  this  very  diversity  of  interest 
will^  if  skilfully  managed,  be  the  means  of  pro- 
ducing a  closer  and  more  intimate  union  of  the 
States.  It  will  be  obviously  for  the  interests  of 
the  interior  States  to  exchange  the  great  surplus 
products  of  their  lands,  and  the  raw  materials  of 
manufactures,  for  the  merchandise  and  maon- 
factured  articles  of  the  Eastern  States;  and  on  the 
other  hand,  the  interests  of  the  merchanu  and 
manofacturera  of  the  Atlantic  will  be  equally 
promoted  by  this  internal  commerce;  and  it  is 
by  promoting  this  commerce,  by  encouraging  and 
faciiitatiag  this  intercourse^— it  is  by  producing 
a  mutual  dependence  of  interests  between  these 
two  great  sections,  and  by  these  means  only,  that 
the  United  States  can  ever  be  kept  together. 

The  great  evil,  and  it  is  a  serious  one  indeed, 
sir,  under  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  Western 
country  labor,  arises  from  the  want  of  a  market. 
There  is  no  place  where  the  great  staple  articles 
for  the  use  of  civilized  life  can  be  produced  in 
greater  abundance  or  with  greater  ease.  And  yet, 
as  respects  most  of  the  luxuries  and  many  of  the 
conveniences  of  life,  the  people  are  poor.  They 
have  no  vent  for  their  produce  at  home;  be- 
cause, being  all  agriculturists,  they  produce 
alike  the  same  articles  with  the  same  facility; 
and  such  is  the  present  difficulty  and  expense  of 
transporting  their  produce  to  an  Atlantic  port, 
that  little  l^nefits  are  realized  from  that  quarter. 
The  sinffle  circunistance,  of  the  want  of  a  mar 
ket,  is  already  beginning  to  produce  the  mostdis* 
astrous  effects,  not  only  on  the  industrj^  but  upon 
the  morals  of  the  inhabitants.  Such  is  the  fer 
tility  of  their  lands,  that  one  half  of  their  time 
spent  in  labor  is  sufficient  to  produce  every  ar 
tide,  which  their  farms  are  capable  of  yielding 
in  sufficient  quantities^  for  their  own  consump* 
tion,  and  there  is  nothing  to  incite  them  to  pr& 
duce  more.  Th^y  are^  therefore,  naturally  led  t( 
spend  the  other  part  of  their  time  in  idleness  aoc 
dissipation.  Their  increase  in  numbers,  and  th< 
ease  with  which  children  are  brought  up  and  fed 
far  from  encouraging  them,  to  become  manufac 
rers  for  themselves,  puts  at  a  great  distance  tb< 
time  when,  quitting  the  freedom  and  indepen 
dence  of  masters  of  the  soil,  they  will  submi 
to  the  labor  and  confinenient  of  manufacturen 
This,  sir,  is  the  true  situation  of  the  western  ag 
riculturist.  It  becomes  then  an  object  of  na 
tional  importance,  far  outweighing  almost  ever 
other  that  can  occupy  the  attention  of  this  Hous< 
to  inquire  whether  the  evils  incident  to  this  stat 
of  thinss  may  not  be  removed,  by  opening  a  grea 
navigable  canal  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Wester 
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Slates;  and  thua  prooBOting  th«  aataral  coonex- 
ioQ  aod  intercourse  between  the  farmer  ^nd  the 
mercbaor,  to  highly  coDdaeive  to  the  interests  of 
both.  This  brings  me  more  immediately  to  the 
object  of  the  resolution  which  I  shall  have  the 
honor  to  submit.  And  I  most  beg  the  indul- 
aoce  of  the  House  while  I  attempt  to  shoWj 
by  a  geographical  detail,  ndt  only  the  importance 
boi  the  practicability  of  such  navigation. 

The  great  ranges  of  mountai|i,  continued  from 
the  eirealar  mountain  in  G^orgfia  on  the  south, 
10  the  ACohawk  river  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
00  the  north,  intercept  and  dj^troy  the  naviga- 
lioQofall  the  rivers  which  discharge  into  the 
Adaolic  and  approach  the  Western  country. 
Bot  when  you  have  passed  these  mountains  from 
the  Atlantic,  that  country  opens  a  scene  of  natn- 
nlioteroal  navigation  unequalled  in  the  world. 
The  face  of  the  country  is  so  uniformly  level  a» 
lo  Duke  almost  every  small  stream,  by  which  it 
i$  iotersected,  navigable  for  boats  of  considerable 
size.  The  chain  of  Western  lakes, extending  from 
theDoriheastern  extremity  of  Lake  Ontario  to  the 
soQihvestern  termination  of  Lake  Michigan,  af- 
fords now  an  excellent  navigation,  for  vessels 
dnviog  ten  feet  of  water,  -of  fourteen  hundred 
oiles  in  extent — uninterrupted,  except  by  the  falls 
aad  rapids  of  Niagara,  a  distance  of  only  eight 
ailes.  To  the  south  and  west  of  these  lakes  the 
waters  of  the  Ohio  aod  Mississippi  approach 
vithiD  short  distances,  of,  and  are  interlocked  by 
the  waters  of  the  lakes.  The  lands  aloiag  these 
difidiog  waters  axe  generally  level;  and  the 
rivers  are  navigable  and  might  be  connected  by 
short  canab  at  little  expense.  I  will  mention 
iome  of  the  principal  points  at  which  these  con- 
Dexions  might  be  formed. 

Oa  the  southwestern  part  of  Lake  Erie,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  there  is  a  pof tage  of  eight 
Biles  from  that  lake^  called  the  Chatauqaa.  The 
Chatauqua  is  the  reservoir  or  source  of  one  of 
the  branches  of  the  Alleghany  river,  and  this 
stream  is  navigable  from  the  lake  to  Pittsburg, 
oa  the  Ohio,  for  boats  of  thirty  tons  burden. 
The  waters  of  the  Chatauqua  are  higher  thaua 
th(tie  of  Lake  Erie,  to  which  there  is  a  gradual 
^  regular  descent  of  land ;  and  a  canal  might 
iK  opened  between  them  at  a  very  moderate  ex:; 
penie. 

Oa  the  south  side  of  Lake  Erie,  in  the  State  of 
Peaasylvania,  there  is  another  portage  of  fifteen 
Biiles  over  an  artificial  road,  from  Preson'isle  tO 
Freach  creek,  another  branch  of  the  Alleghany, 
^d  which  is  also  navigable  for  boats  carrying 
20O  banels.  Over  these  two  portages  was  sent, 
dario«  the  last  summer,  more  than  lOC^OOO  bush- 
^  of  salt,  manufactured  in  the  interior  of  the 
^late  of  New  York,  and  transported  through  lakes 
Ootario  and  Erie,  acroes  these  portages  and  down 
to  Pittsburg,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Ohio  and  its  tributary  streams.  This  salt  trade 
was  commenced  about  seven  years  ago,  and  has 
Kea  iocreaaiog  ever  sinee,  at  the  rate  of  twenty* 
&re  per  cent,  a  year.  And  if  the  great  line  of 
aarigatioD,  to  which  1  shall  presently  call  the  at* 
teation  of  the  House^  were  opened,  the  peofde  of 


the  Ohio,  and  its  various  waters  would  be  sujk 

Siied  with  that  great  and  necessary  article  of  lite} 
ftv  per  cent,  cheaper  than  it  now  costs  them. 

About  100  miles  to  the  west  of  Presqu'isle^ 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  the  river  Cuyahoga  ppens  a 
good  boat  navigation  frood  Lake  Erie  to  within 
six  or  eight  miles  of  the  navigable  waters  of  the- 
Muskingum ;  and  I  understand  that  a  communi*^ 
cation  is  about  to  be  opened  between  them,  either 
by  means  of  a  canal,  or  an  artificial  road,  under 
the  patronaflre  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State. 

About  150  miles  still  further  to  the  west,  in  the 
Territories  of  Michigan  and  Indiana,  other  com* 
munications  may  be  formed  between  the  waters 
of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  and  the  Wabash  and 
Miami  of  the  Ohio. 

At  the. southwestern  extremity  of  Lake  Michi- 
gan, the  most  inconaiderable  expense  would  opeik 
a  canal  between  the  waters  of  that  lake  and  the 
Illinois  river,  one  of  the  principal  branches  of  the 
Mij»sissippu  Nature  has  already  made  this  con- 
nexion nearly  complete;  and  it  is  not  uncon^moa 
for  boats^  in  the  Spring  of  the  year»  to  pass  from 
the  lake  into  the  Illinois,  and  from  thence  by  the 
waters  of  .the  lllinoiaana  Mississippi  to  New  Or- 
leans, without  being  taken  out  of  the  water. 

Further  to  the  north,  a  connexion  might  be 
formed  with  nearly  the  same  facility  between 
the  waters  of  the  Fox  river  which  discbargee 
into  Qreen  Bay,  and  the  Wisconsin,  another 
branch  of  the  Mississippi ;  and  the  lands  adjacent 
to  these  rivers  are  said  to  be  uneommoniy  rich 
and  fertile. 

From  this  view  of  the  Western  country,  and 
the  great  extent  of  its  natural  internal  navigMion, 
we  perceive  the  advantages  to  be  derived  by 
opening  it  to  the  Atlantic  by  a  great  canal;  and 
we  discover  alao,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  is  not 
very  important  to  the  inhabitants,  bjr  what  line 
this  canal  approaches  €hem,  as  their  interests 
would  be  almost  equally  promoted  by  any  rome 
that  might  be  adopted.  I  presume,  however,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  on  this  point. 

The  AUeghauBV'  mountains  have  a  uniform  ele- 
vation of  about  3,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
tide.  Their  bases,  together  with  those  of  theii 
parallel  ridges,  occupy  a  distance,  transversely,  or 
about  100  miles.  They  present  a  barrier  to  the 
opening  of  any  continued  navigation  from  the 
Middle  States  to  the  Western  couatryr,  which,  if 
Qot  beyond  the  reach  of  art,  it  is  certainly  far  be- 
yond that  of  our  present  national  resources  to  sur- 
mount. An  inspection  of  the  map  will  at  once 
point  out  this  leading  fc^ct.  To  unite  the  highest 
navigable  waters  on  each  sida^of  the  moiintaans. 
by  good  roads,  is  all  that  can  for  some  years,  and 
perhaps  for  some  centuries,  be  attempted;  and 
very  valuable  communications  may  be  opened  in 
this  way. 

To  the  south  and  west  of  these  mountains,  the 
river  Mississippi  affords  an  invaluable  descending 
navigation  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  vast  coun- 
tries which  it  traverses.  But,  such  is  the  great 
extent  of  that  river,  and  the  uniform  rapidity  of 
its  current,  that  great  doubts  are  entertained 
whether  it  can  ever  be  made  a  valuable  ascend- 
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ing  navigatioD.  It  cerlaioly  cannot,  in  the  pres- 
to t  state  of  the  science  of  navigation,  even  with 
Ahe  improvements  of  the  steamboat.  To  the  north, 
-still  more  important  difficulties  present  them- 
selves in  the  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 
One  of  these  is  found  in  the  great  rapids  of  that 
river,  and  another  in  the  severity  of  the  climate, 
'which  is  such  as  to  shut  up  the  mouth  of  the 
river  with  ice,  for  six  or  seven  months  in  a  year. 
The  only  practicable  route  for  an  ascending  nav- 
igation to  the  lakeSf  is  by  way  of  the  Hudson 
and  Mohawk,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  the 
Hudson  being  the  only  river  whose  tide  waters 
'flow  above  the  Blue  Ridge,  or  eastern  chain  of 
mountains.  The  Mohawk  rises  in  the  level  lands 
of  the  Western  country,  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake 
'Ontario,  from  whence  it  takes  an  easterly  direc- 
tion for  about  140  miles  near  to  Albany,  the  seat 
^of  government  of  the  State  of  New  York  where 
it  passes  around  the  northern  extremity  of  the 
western  chain  of  Allegany  mountains,  and  falls 
into  the  Hudson.  From  thence  the  two  rivers 
united  take  a  southerly  course,  and,  breaking 
through  the  east  chain  of  mountains,  commonly 
called  the  Blue  Ridge,  at  West  Point,  fall  into 
the  Atlantic  at  New  York.  The  Hudson  is  nav- 
igable from  New  York  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mo- 
hawk, a  distance  of  170  miles,  for  sloops  drawing 
from  eight  to  ten  feet  of  water.  The  Mohawk  is 
a  river  of  respectable  size,  and  for  most  of  its  dis- 
tance deep  and  navigable ;  but  its  navigation  is 
occasionally  interrupted  by  falls.  A  canal  of  any 
extent  may  be  made  along  the  margin  of  this 
river,  and  supplied  with  its  waters,  as  high  as 
Rome,  which  is  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles 
from  its  mouth.  From  Rome  a  canal  of  one  and 
an  half  mile  in  length,  over  lands  which  do  not 
rise  more  than  nine  feet  above  the  bed  of  the 
river,  will  connect  it  with  the  waters  of  Lake 
Ontario^  down  which  the  canal  may  be  continued 
(about  sixty  miles)  to  the  lake.  The  highest 
elevation  of  this  canal,  at  Rome,  would  be  less 
than  400  feet  above  the  tide- waters  of  the  Hud- 
son, and  less  than  200  above  the  surface  of  Lake 
Ontario.  The  whole  expense  of  this  canal,  from 
the  Hudson  to  the  lake,  is  estimated  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  in  his  very  able  report  to 
the  Senate  of  April,  1808,  on  the  subject  of  roads 
and  canals,  at  $2,200,000;  and  I  will  take  the  lib- 
erty to  recommend  to  the  members  of  this  House 
the  perusal  of  that  report,  as  containing  a  fund  of 
the  most  useful  geographical  and  other  informa- 
tion, which,  on  every  subject  of  political  econ- 
omy, that  gentleman  is  so  eminently  qualified  to 
impart. 

From  the  place  where  this  canal  would  con- 
nect with  Lake  Ontario,  there  is  a  ship  naviga* 
tion  of  two  hundred  miles  to  the  falls  of  Niagara. 
A  canal,  with  locks  sufficiently  large  for  the  vessels 
that  navigate  the  lakes,  might  be  opened  around 
these  falls,  at  an  expense,  estimated  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  at  one  million  of  dollars. 
From  the  Niagara  river  there  is  again  a  ship 
navigation  to  every  part  of  Lake  Erie.  It  is  pre- 
sumed that  a  canal  might  be  opened  from  Lake 
Erie  to  the  Ohio,  for  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thou* 


sand  dollars,  and  another  canal  cut  around  theftlls 
of  the  Ohio,  for  the  like  aum  of  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.    And  from  the  falls  of  the  Ohio 
there  is  a  good  navigation  of  near  two  thousaod 
miles  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.    And  thus,  sir,  for 
the  sum  of  $4,200,000,  a  great  circumnavigatioo 
might  be  formed,  embracing  the  principal  ptrt  of 
the  United  States  and  their  Territories ;  aod  con- 
necting in  its  course,  by  navigable  waters,  the 
whole  of  the  western  and  Atlantic  couatries. 
This  canal  would  open  to  the  navigation  of 
the  Atlantic  on  'the  Jakes  above,  (inclusive  of 
Lake   Superior,    the    navigation    to   which  is 
now  obstructed  by  a  short  rapid  in  the  rirer  Si 
Mary's  which  connects  it  with  Lake  Huroo; 
but  which  obstruction  might  be  removed  by  aa 
expence  of  thirty  or  forty  thousand  dollars,)- 
I  say,  sir,  it  would  open   to  the  navigation  of 
the  Atlantic  on  the  lakes  above,  a  coast  of  be- 
tween five  and  six  thousand  miles,  of  as  fine  and 
fertile  country  as  any  in  the  world.    And  it 
would  open  on  the  Mississippi,  and  its  variooi 
waters^  a  country  not  less  fertile  and  still  more 
extensive.    How  many  hundred  millions  of  dol- 
lars such  an  operation  would  add  to  the  solid 
wealth  of  the  Western  country,  I  will  not  fea- 
ture to  conjecture.    But,  sir,  I  may  well  say,  that 
there  is  no  work  in  the  power  of  man,  which 
would  ffive  such  life,  such  vigor,  such  enterprise 
and  sucn  riches  to  tne  citizens  of  that  country, 
as  the  execution  of  this  canal.    The  inhabitanu 
near  the  lakes  would  have  a  direct  communica- 
tion to  and  from  New  York,  bv  means  of  the 
canal,  and  the  effect  of  it  would  be  to  double  the 

Erice  of  their  produce,  and  to  add  three  or  four 
undred  percent,  to  the  value  of  their  lands. 
The  people  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  would 
descend  with  their  produce  to  New  Orleans  and 
to  any  port  on  the  Atlantic,  from  whence  they 
might  return  with  the  articles  received  in  ei- 
change  by  way  of  Hudson  and  the  lakes  to  their 
own  homes.  The  idea  of  benefiting  the  people 
of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  to  any  sreat  extent 
by  this  Northern  navigation,  may  pcrnaps,  at  first, 
appear  visionary ;  but  I  can  state  it  as  a  facij 
that  even  at  this  time,  under  all  the  disadvantages 
of  that  route,  soods  may  be  transported  from  the 
city  of  New  x  Ork,  by  the  way  of  the  Hudson 
and  the  lakes,  to  aiiy  part  of  the  Ohio,  and  to  all 
those  parts  of  the  Mississippi  above  its  confluence 
with  the  Ohio,  at  as  cheap  a  rate  as  they  can  be 
transported  from  any  port  on  the  Atlantic,  by 
an^  other  route.  The  effect  of  opening  this  naTi- 
gation  would  then  be  to  reduce  the  price  of  trans- 

gortation  to  those  parts  of  the  country  at  least 
fty  and  probably  seventy-five  per  cent.  Another 
important  advanuge,  independent  of  the  general 
commerce  of  the  lakes,  would  be  felt  in  the  re- 
duction of  at  least  fifty  per  cent,  in  the  price  of 
salt.  The  salt  spring  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
are  within  a  few  miles  of  the  proposed  line  of 
circumnavi|;ation,  and  are  connected  with  it  by  a 
naviffable  river.  This  article  may  be  manufac- 
tured at  those  springs  in  sufficient  quantities  for 
the  whole  of  the  population  of  the  United  States, 
and  it  is  now  sold  there  for  twenty-five  and  thirty 
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cents  a  bashel;  but  such  is  the  present  expense  of 
trtnsportation  that  it  sells  in  the  Pittsbarg  market 
for  two  dollars  a  bushel.  If  the  effect  of  opeoioj^  a 
caoel  DaYigation  were  onl^  to  reduce  tne  price 
at  Pittsburg  to  one  dollar,  it  would  make  a  8a7- 
iDgoQ  the  quantity  now  sent  to  that  market  of 
ooe  haDdred  thousand  dollars  a  year.  But,  sir, 
aside  from  all  the  pecuniary  benefits  I  have  men- 
tioned, the  great  political  effect  of  this  work 
would  be — by  opening  extensive  communica- 
tions, encouraging  intercourse,  and  promoting 
coonexioos  between  the  various  ports  of  the  At- 
lantic and  Western  States^  to  subdue  local  jea- 
lousies, and  to  bind  the  Union  together  with  the 
indissoluble  lies  of  interest  and  friendship. 

There  may  be  some,  sir,  whose  fears  to  do  any- 
thing which  shall  diminish  the  national  resources. 
may  incline  them  to  reject  this  system  of  internal 
improvement  at  the  first  view,  on  account  of  the 
magnitude  of  its  expense.  Let  me  ask  these 
gentlemen  to  give  themselves  the  trouble  to  trace 
the  consequences  of  this  system  on  the  public 
wealth,  and  they  will  soon  be  satisfied  that  there 
are  no  possible  means  by  which  the  aggregate 
raloeor  the  landed  property  of  the  United  States 
coold  be  so  certainly  increased,  as  by  the  appli- 
catiop  of  part  of  these  lands  to  the  purposes  of 
opening  the  great  inland  navigation  wnich  1  have 
before  described.  The  immediate  and  necessary 
effect  of  which  would  be,  to  enhance  the  value 
of  the  remaining  part  to  an  almost  inconceivable 
extent 

I  have  been  somewhat  conversant  with  the  in- 
terests of  the  great  private  landholders  of  the 
Western  country.  They  are  a  class  of  people 
whose  sagacity  in  discovering  and  industry  in 
pnrsQiog  the  means  of  accumulating  wealth  are 
act  to  be  qneytioned.  When  they  undertake  the 
aie  and  settlement  of  wild  lands,  there  is  no 
policy  so  well  anderstood  or  so  generally  adopted 
ttthat  of  opening  easy  and  extensive  communi- 
ntions,  through  tne  different  parts  of  their  lands, 
>ad  of  facilitating  the  approaches  to  them,  by 
means  of  good  roads.  And  for  every  dollar  they 
^nd  in  these  roads,  or  indeed,  in  almost  any 
other  pQblie  improvement,  they  are  sure  to  be  re- 
mn&erated  three  or  four  hundred  per  cent,  in  the 
iDcreased  value  which  is  thereby  given  to  these 

The  Uiited  States  are  owners  of  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  million  acres  of  land  in  the  West- 
ern country,  independent  of  Louisiana.  More  than 
jHie  hundred  million  acres  lie  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
ues.  The  public  lands  occupy  a  coast  on  the 
Mfes  of  more  than  two  thousand  six  hundred 
Qiles  in  extent,  inclusive  of  the  navigable  straits 
hr which  they  are  connected;  but  exclusive  of 
tbe  namerous  and  extensive  islands  abounding, 
owe  or  less,  in  all  of  them.  Taking  thirty 
miles  in  breadth  along  this  coast,  will  give  about 
%  millions  of  acres  of  public  land,  the  most 
remote  of  which  is  within  thirty  miles  of  the 
WTigable  waters  of  the  lakes.  A  canal  might  be 
effected  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  lakes  by  an  ap- 
propriation of  one  million  of  acres  to  that  object. 
And  this,  not  by  an  actual  sinking  or  sacrifice  of 


the  price  of  the  land,  but  by  a  conversion  of  it 
into  canal  stock,  which  stock  would  in  all  proba- 
bility be  more  productive  and  more  valuable  than 
the  land  itself.  And  the  effect  of  opening  this 
navigation  would  be  to  enhance  the  value  of  the 
remaining  forty-nine  millions,  some  hundreds 
per  cent.  The  value  of  land  must  depend  upon 
the  value  of  its  produce,  or,  to  speak  with  more 
precision,  upon  the  profits  which  this  produce 
will  yield  to  the  agriculturist.  To  show  the 
effect  of  opening  this  navigation  on  these  profits. 
I  will  instance  the  article  of  wheat,  which  is  one 
of  the  great  staple  articles  of  the  lake  country, 
and  is  produced  there  with  greater  certainty  and 
in  greater  perfection  than  in  any  other  part  of 
the  United  States.  The  average  price  of  a  bushel 
of  wheat  on  the  lakes  is  fifty  cents.  This  depres- 
sion of  price  is  owing  solely  to  the  present  expenses 
of  conveying  it  to  market.  It  costs  from  seventy- 
five  to  one  hundred  cent?,  to  transport  a  bushel 
of  wheat  from  the  lakes  to  New  York,  which  is 
its  nearest  American  market.  If  a  canal  were 
cut  from  the  Hudson  to  the  lakes,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  but  it  would  reduce  the  expense  of  trans* 

fiortation  from  seventy-five  and  one  hundred  aa 
0 w,  at  least  as  twenty-five  cents ;  and  the  effect 
would  be  to  add  the  saving  in  transportation  to 
the  price  of  the  article,  and  wheat  would  then  be 
worth  on  the  lakes  one  dollar  instead  of  fifty 
cents  a  bushel.  But  it  costs  the  farmer  from 
thirty  to  forty  cents  to  produce  a  bushel  of  wheat. 
Wben,  therefore,  he  sells  for  fifty  cents,  his  pro* 
fits  are  only  from  ten  to  twenty  cents.  Whereas, 
if  he  coold  sell  for  one  dollar  his  profits  would  be 
from  sixtv  to  seventy  cents.  The  effect  then  of 
opening  this  navigation  would  be  to  increase  the 
profits  of  the  farmer  from  four  to  six  hundred  per 
cent.,  and  the  value  of  land  ought  to  rise  in  the 
same  proportion.  But  suppose  it  should  only 
double  the  value  of  lands,  (and  this  is  an  effect 
not  to  be  doubted,)  what  would  be  the  result 
as  respects  the  property  of  the  United  States  7 
Why.  sir,  the  fifty  millions  of  acres  on  the  lakes, 
whicn  are  now  worth  fifty  millions  of  dollars 
would  immediately,  become  worth  one  hundreid 
millions.  And  thus,  besides  performing  a  great 
and  imperious  duty,  which  as  a  Government  we 
owe  to  the  people  of  the  Western  country,  we 
should  by  this  operation,  as  mere  proprietors  of 
the  soil,  and  in  a  matter  of  pecuniary  speculation, 
advance  the  public  property  fifty  milliona  or 
dollars! 

But.  sir,  there  are  some  gentlemen  who  are 
friendly  to  this  system  of  internal  improvement, 
but  who  think  the  present  lime  inauspicious  to 
such  an  undertaking,  on  account  of  the  reduced 
state  of  the  Treasury. 

To  this  objection  I  would  answer,  first,  that 
the  means  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  carry  on 
these  improvements,  are  such  as  are  not  calcu- 
lated to  make  any  sensible  impression  on  the 
revenue.  And,  secondly^  that  the  bare  increase 
of  the  sales  of  land,  which  would  be  effected  in 
consequence  of  undertaking  these  works,  would 
more  than  supply  the  drains  on  the  Treasury  in 
constructing  them.    I  do  not  know  that  I  can 
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demonstrate  tbe  tratb  of  this  last  position  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  House;  bat  there  is  not  the 
shade  of  a  doubt  on  my  mind,  but  the  mere 
undertaking  of  a  great  canal  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  lakes,  under  the  auspices  of  the  General 
GoTernment,  would,  in  a  very  short  time,  cause 
the  sale  of  more  land  than  would  be  sufficient  to 
accomplish  the  whole  of  the  improvements  con- 
templated in  the  bill  before  the  Senate. 

The  expense  of  executing  the  whole  of  the 
works  enumerated  in  that  bill,  is  estimated  at 
sixteen  millions  of  dollars.  This  is  not  a  mere 
random  estimate  of  my  owq.  It  has  been  formed 
from  the  best  information  which  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  has  been  able  to  collect  on  this  sub- 
ject, byaffentleman  (Mr.  Latrobe)  who,  as  an 
experienced  as  well  as  scientific  engineer,  is  con- 
fessedly superior  to  any  other  in  this  country. 
The  estimate  was  intended  to  be  a  liberal  one, 
and  to  show  the  maximum  price  which  the  works 
could  cost.  If  the  United  Slates  were  to  be  in- 
terested one  half  in  these  works,  their  subscription 
would  amount  to  eight  millions  of  dollars.  The 
proposed  plan,  however,  does  not  contemplate  the 
payment  of  the  principal  sum  oift  of,  nor  to  make 
It  chargeable  upon  our  ordinary  revenue.  But  it 
provides  that,  when  moneys  shall  be  wanted  to 
carry  on  these  internal  iinprovements,  certificates 
shall  be  issued  from  the  Treasury,  bearing  an  in- 
terest of  six  per  centum^  redeemable  eventually 
out  of  the  proceeds  of  a  particular  tract  of,  land 
set  apart,  to  be  sold  for  that  purpose.  These  cer- 
tificatea  may  be  sold  in  market,  or  they  mav  be 
immediately  applied  to  the  purposes  for  which 
they  shall  be  issued. 

Suppose,  then,  that  the  whole  of  these  works 
were  to  be  undertaken  immediately,  and  com- 
pleted within  ten  years ;  and  suppose,  too.  that 
no  moneys  should  he  received  from  the  sales  of 
the  hypoi  hecated  lands.  The  calls  on  the  Treas- 
ury would  then  be. 

For  the  first  year #48  000 

second     *        -        -        -        -     96  000 

third 144  000 

fifth 240  000 

tenth 480  000 

which  sum  of  $480,000  is  the  interest  of  the 
whole  principal  sum  of  eight  millions.  And  this, 
sir,  would  not  be  a  verv  large  sum,  compared  to 
the  magoiiude  of  the  ooject,  and  to  the  extent  of 
our  revenue;  especially  when  it  is  considered 
that,  after  one  year  from  this  time,  and  before 
the  eflfeet  of  such  an  appropriation  could  be  felt, 
our  revenue  will  be  relieved  from  the  payment 
of  two  millions  of  dollars,  and  after  two  years, 
from  the  payment  of  four  millions  of  dollars  an- 
nually, in  consequence  of  the  reductions  which 
will  then  have  taken  place  in  the  principal  of  the 
national  debt. 

But  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  not  more  than 
one-third  of  these  works  would  be  undertaken 
immediately ;  and  that  these  would  be  completed 
before  any  others  are  begun.  The  works,  as  fast 
as  they  shall  be  completed,  will  be  drawing  a  toll, 
equal  at  least,  it  is  presumed,  to  the  interest  of 
the  money  they  cost ;  and,  in  this  way,  the  Treas- 


ury will  be  relieved  from  the  payment  of  that  is- 
terest.  Upon  this  calculation,  the  United  Stales 
would  never  have  to  pay,  in  any  one  year,  a 
greater  sum  than  the  interest  of  one-third  of.the 
principal  sum  of  eight  millions  of  dollars;  and,  in 
this  case,  the  calls  on  the  Treasury  would  be- 
supposing  again  that  no  aids  were  derived  from 
the  sale  of  lands — ^as  follow : 

Foe  the  first  year $16,000 

second 32.000 

third 48,000 

•     fifth 80,000 

tenth 160,000 

tlie  highest  sum  called  for  in  any  one  year. 

Let. us  now  see  what  will  be  the  probable 
amount  of  the  sale  of  land,  within  a  giveo  pe- 
riod, to  forward  the  execution  of  these  improre- 
ments. 

The  present  population  of  the  United  States 
is  estimated  at  seven  and  a  half  millions.  It  is 
wellascertained  that  our  population  doubles oace 
in  twenty-three  years ;  and  it  certainly  is  iQcress- 
ing,  at  this  time,  in  as  high  a  ratio  as  at  aoy  for* 
mer  period.  According  to  a  calculation  of  Mr. 
Blodget,  (in  his  statistical  tables,)  somethins 
more  than  one-third  of  the  increasing  population 
of  the  United  States  is  constantly  migratiag  tc 
the  Western  country.  One-third  of  the  increase^ 
population,  (or  that  portion  which  will  migrate,] 
for  the  next  twenty*three  years,  will  amount  K 
two  and  a  half  millions.  But  suppoee  that  odIj 
two  millions  should  emigrate,  and  that  only  oo< 
million  of  these  should  settle  on  the  public  land; 
This  population  would  require  fifty  millions  o 
acres,  or  fifty  acres  to  each  person,  which  isaboa 
the  average  quantity  taken  by  new  settlers ;  ani 
it  would  bring  into  the  Treasury,  in  the  space  fl 
twenty-three  yeara,  the  enormous  sum  of  on 
hundred  millions  of  dollars,  upon  the  suppositio 
that  the  whole  of  the  land  should  be  purchase 
at  the  mmtmum  price  of  two  dollars  an  acre, 
is  probable,  however,  that  it  will  sell  much  bigl 
er ;  and^  if  so,  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  sui 
will  be  increased  in  proportion  to  the  increase  \ 
the  price. 

Such  a  demand  for  new  lands  may  appear  e 
travagant  to  those  who  have  not  attended  to  tl 
progressive  population  and  settlement  of  the  Ui 
ted  States  for  the  last  twenty  years.  A  momeni 
recurrence  to  a  few  well  known  facts  on  this  su 
ject.  will  show  that  such  a  demand  is  not  on 
probable,  but  that,  unless  some  great  natiot 
calamity  befall  us,  it  is  certain.  The  populati 
of  the  State  of  New  York  has  considerably  mc 
than  doubled  within  the  last  twenty  years.  I] 
wards  of  fifteen  millions  of  acres,  in  the  weste 
part  of  that  State,  which,  twentjr  years  a| 
formed  a  dreary  and  uninhabited  wilderness,  ( 
now  covered  by  settlements,  and  compose  one 
the  most  flourishing  parts  of  the  United  Stat 
Population  and  settlement  have  progreseed  nea 
or  quite  to  the  same  extent  in  the  northern  a 
western  parts  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvac 
That  tract  of  country  which  now  forms  the  St 
of  Ohio,  did  not  contain,  twenty  years  ago,  < 
thousand  inhabitants ;  and  now  it  has  a  popi 
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uoo  of  more  than  two  hundred  thousand.  The 
great  States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  have 
been  almost  wholly  peopled  within  the  same  pe» 
reod ;  and  it  is  not  extravagant  to  say  that  more 
than  ooe  hundred  millions  of  acres  ha?e  been 
aetoaily  purchased  and  occupied  within  the  laat 
(westy  years  in  the  Western  country. 

It  19  true,  air,  that  the  rate  at  which  the  pablic 
iaods  are  now,  and  have  been  for  some  time  past, 
lelliog,  is  not  such  as  to  warrant  the  calculation 
I  bare  made  as  to  future  sales  ;  but  the  causes  of 
tkeae  sales  being  so  contracted  are  obvious.  One 
prJDcipal  cause,  which  however  will  immediately 
eease  to  operate,  because  it  is  ceasing  to  be  a  fact, 
has  been  that  the  public  lands  were  remote  from 
the  inhabited  parts  of  the  country.  Settlements 
vill  always  be  regular  and  progressive.  People 
leeostomed  to  the  pleasures  and  advantages  of 
society  do  not  choose  to  remove  hx  into  the  wil- 
dcfness  when  they  can  purchase  lands  in  the 
TKiaitr  of  old  settlements.  Several  of  the  indi* 
Tidual  Sutes  have  held  large  tracts  of  wild  Land, 
whieh,  being  more  contiguous  to  settlements^ 
came,  of  course,  first  into  market.  But  the  lands 
of  the  iodividoal  States,  especially  to  the  north- 
vinl,  are  now  nearly  all  oecupi«i.  The  State 
of  New  York,  for  instance,  has  but  few  new 
iaads.  Settlement,  in  that  State,  has  advanced 
to  its  western  extremity.  The  same  is  the  case 
with  Pennsylvania;  and  the  whole  of  the  im- 
iDeose  emigration  from  the  Northern  and  Middle 
States  will  be  immediately  pressing  upon  the  pub- 
lic iaods.  Another  reason  for  the  paucity  of 
ales  is,  that  we  have  no  lands  in  market  calcu- 
lated for  this  Northern  emigration.  The  lands 
OD  the  Lakes  aure  shut  up.  We  have  no  lands  for 
ale  further  north  than  the  sooth  part  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  that  is  too  low  a  latitude  for  most  of 
the  Northern  population. 

Aaother  impediment  to  the  sales  of  public 
iaads  arises  from  the  circumstance  that  you  will 
leeeive  nothing  but  specie  in  payment  for  them. 
The  people  wlo  migrate  to  new  countries  are, 
vith  few  exceptions,  of  the  poorer  class.  They 
nrely  have  more  than  property  sufficient  to  trans- 
port their  families  to  their  new  places  of  resi- 
dence; to  construct  a  few  temporary  accommo- 
^tioas,  and  to  subsist  themselves  and  families 
BDtil  their  farms  become  prodoctive.  They  then 
calculate  to  pay  for  their  farms  by  the  produce  of 
ibem.  Bat  the  products  of  the  public  lands,  in 
their  present  occluded  situation,  will  not  eom- 
maod  money,  and  settlers  are  therefore  deterred 
£rom  purchasing.  If,  instead  of  confining  the 
payments  to  money,  you  were  to  undertake  this 
>fttem  of  internal  improvement,  and  issue  paper 
receivable  at  the  land  offices,  the  additional  racili- 
ties  which  this  would  affi>rd  to  payments  would 
Bot  oDly  bring  back  this  paper  into  the  Treasury, 
hot  large  sums  of  money  with  it.  To  show  the 
eSect  of  such  a  policy,  I  need  onlr  refer  to  a  com- 
parative view  of  the  sales  of  public  lands  during 
the  time  when  the  evidences  of  the  public  debt 
vere  receivable  in  payment  for  lands,  and  the 
tties  that  have  taken  place  since  that  period.  The 
^es  in  the  year  1803  amounted  to  I99,08aacres. 


In  1604  to      -       -       •       -       -  373,611    do. 

1805  to 619,236   do. 

During  the  whole  of  this  time  the  public  paper 
was  received  in  payment.  The  amount  of  sales 
was  increasing  near  one  hundred  per  cent,  yearly, 
and  would  probably  have  continued  to  increase 
in  the  same  ratio  to  this  time,  had  the  same  quan- 
tity of  public  debt  been  kept  afloat,  and  had  it 
continued  to  be  received  at  the  land  offices.  But, 
sir,  in  April,  1806,  a  law  was  passed  prohibiting 
the  further  receipt  of  the  public  debt,  in  payment 
for  land,  and  the  consequence  was  that  the  sales 
diminished — 

In  1806  to  -       -       -       •       T  473,217  acres 

1807  to 284,180  do. 

1808  to a9S.579  do. 

1809  to  -       -        -        -       -  143,409  do. 
The  sales  thus  retrograding  in  amount  in  about 

the  same  ratio  in  which  they  had  before  advanced, 
and  this  for  no  other  assignable  cause  than  what 
that  law  furnishes.  But,  sir.  tite  grand  and  all* 
important  operation  by  whicn  only  you  can  nftake 
extensive  and  efiectuai  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
is  to  open  .the  produce  of  them  to  market,  and  in 
this  way  to  make  them  pay  for  themselves.  Do 
this,  and  not  only  settlers,  but  moneyed  men,  will 
become  purchasers.  There  are  now  thousands, 
and,  I  may  say,  millions  of  dollars,  in  the  North- 
ern Stato,  ready  to  be  invested  in  lands  on  the 
Lakes,  the  moment  a  value  shall  be  stamped  on 
them,  by  the  certainty  that  they  will  be  speedily 
opened  to  the  navigation  of  the  Atlantic.  Let 
the  United  States  and  the  State  of  New  York 
undertake  a  canal  from  the  Hudson  to  the  Lakes; 
and,  so  far  from  draining  your  Treasury  bv  the 
operation,  it  will  give  you  in  five  years,  I  pledge 
my  reputation  on  it,  an  overflowing  Treasury. 
There  can  be  no  mistake  about  this  business,  sir; 
it  is  a  matter  of  plain  calculation. 

The  Government  of  the  State  of  New  York 
have  long  seen  the  advantages  of  such  a  naviga- 
tion, and  they  have  been  for  several  years  desi- 
rous of  undertaking  this  canaL  They  wait  only 
in  the  expectation  that  the  General  Government 
will  aid  them  in  this  great  work;  and  this  is  cer- 
tainly a  just  and  reasonable  expectation,  inas- 
much as  the  work  would  benefit  the  property  of 
the  United  States  to  a  much  areater  extent  tnan 
that  of  the  State  of  New  YorL 

The  present  time,  far  from  being  uopropitious 
to  the  undertaking  of  this  measure  of  internal  im- 
provement, in  my  opinion,  is  peculiarly  fortunate. 

The  great  commercial  capitals  which  have 
been  thrown  oiH  of  employment  by  the  stafi[nation 
of  foreign  commerce  are  now  idle,  and  might  be 
engaged  in  these  iniprovements  by  a  little  atten- 
tion on  the  part  of  Government ;  and  if  they 
could  be  80  engaged,  they  would  continue  to  give 
support  to  a  vast  number  of  our  sailors  and  other 
laborers,  who  have  hitherto  been  employed  in 
the  subordinate  occupations  of  commerce,  but 
who  have  also  been  thrown  out  of  employment 
by  the  stagnation  of  that  commerce. 

If  I  had  not  already  drawn  too  largely  upon 
the  time  of  the  House,  I  could  point  out  other 
advantages  resulting  from  this  system  of  improve* 
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ment  not  less  importaDt  than  those  I  hai^e  already 
mentioDed.  I  could  show  that  it  would  briug 
into  the  Treasury,  perhaps  some  miUioDs  of  doH 
lars  yearly,  by  the  increase  of  duties  on  iioports. 
The  great  additional  quantities  of  produce  which 
would  be  thrown  into  naarket  through  these  roads 
and  canals,  would  be  exchanged  for  foreign  mer- 
chandise, which  is  subject  to  heary  duties ;  and 
from  which  most  of  our  present  revenues  are  de- 
rived. I  could  show,  also,  the  great  advantages 
which,  in  a  military  point  of  view,  would  result 
from  these.improvements.  If  the  United  States 
were  to  be  engaged  in  a  war,  we  are  equally  vul- 
nerable and  equally  liable  to  be  assailed,  at  half 
a  dozen  different  points,  some  hundreds  and  even 
thousands  of.  miles  distant  from  each'other;  and 
it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  on  any  vigorous 
military  operations,  without  the  aid  of  good  roads 
and  canals  to  transport  over  such  distances  the 
immense  qoai^tities  of  arms,  ammunition,  and 
provisions  necessary  to  the  supply  of  a  great 
army.  It  is  sufficient,  however,  that  I  suggest 
these  arguments,  and  they  will  be  properly  appre- 
ciated by  the  House. 

But  J  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  one  other  point  of 
view,  m  whien,  although  an  unpleasant  one. I  feel 
it  my  doty  to  present  this  subject  to  the  House: 
and  this  regards  not  only  the  means  of  improving 
that  great  source  of  national  wealth,  the  Public 
Lands,  to  the  best  advantage ;  but  it  involves  the 
practicability  of  enjoving  it  at  all.  The  people, 
who  have  purchased  and  settled  on  your  new 
lands,  are  already  vour  debtors  to  the  amount  of 
some  millions  of  dollars ;  and  in  as  far  as  they 
are  your  debtors,  they  are  (to  use  a  phrase  per- 
haps somewhat  too  harsh)  a  species  of  enemy- 
end  we  have  already  seen  to  what  a  formidable 
extent  their  power  and  numbers  are  increasing. 
It  is  far  from  my  intention,  sir,  to  cast  any  inju- 
rious imputations  on  the  character  of  these  settlers. 
On  the' contrary,  I  know  that  they  are  not  to  be 
distinguished  from  the  great  mass  of  the  yeomanry 
of  this  country ;  among[  whom  is  to  be  found 
most  of  the  real  patriotism,  as  well  as  the  real 
strength  of  the  nation.  It  is  on  them,  that  we 
are  to  depend  for  the  security  and  permanence 
of  our  republican  institutions.  It  is  to  them  that 
this  Government  must  resort  for  protection  and 
support,  in  every  great  and  dangerous  crisis.  I 
say,  sir,  that  1  am  not  about  to  impeach  either 
the  honesty  or  the  patriotism  of  these  settlers; 
it  is  their  interest  and  their  wish  to  pay  their  debts, 
and  to  discharge  all  their  duties  to  Government 
as  good  and  faithful  citizens.  Bullet  me  ask  you, 
air,  let  me  ask  any  man  of  common  observation, 
who  has  attended  in  the  least  to  the  present  sit- 
uation of  the  Western  country,  how  it  is  possible 
for  those  settlers  to  pay  you  fifty  or  a  hundred 
millions  of  dollars  in  specie,  when  they  have 
DO  other  resources  than  in  their  agriculture,  and 
when  the  produce  of  this  affriculture  will  not 
bring  them  inoney  enough  to  buy  their  whiskey  1 
It  is  impossible,  sir,  and  if  you  Intend  to  hold 
chose  lands,  much  more  if  you  intend  to  make 
them  a  source  of  public  revenue,  yon  must  furnish 
the  means  of  making  them  productive,  by  opening  j 


them  to  market.    Every  motive  of  interest  and 
policy  unites  in  urging  the  Government  to  undet* 
take  this  system  of  internal  improvement,   his 
a  subject  too  vast  to  be  accomplished  by  iDdivid- 
ual  enterprise.    The  means  of  the  citizens  of  the 
Western  country  are  peculiarly  inadequate  to 
sucb  an   undertaking.     They  cannot  constraet 
canals,  for  the  very  obvious  reason  that  they  are 
already  deeply  in  debt  for  their  lands,  and  they 
must  continue  so  until  this  great  work  is  executed 
for  them.    They  will  then  not  only  be  able  to  par 
you  for  their  lands,  but  they  will  remunerate  yoa 
for  the  expense  of  opening  canals,  by  the  tolb 
which  they  will  be  able  to  pay.    In  the  adfaou- 
ges  which  these  outlets  for  their  produce  will 
give  them,  and  on  which  their  prosperity  most  so 
essentially  depend,  you  will  have  a  pledge  for  their 
future  attachment  and  fidelity  to  your  GoTero- 
ment,  and  which  they  will  never  forfeit.   But 
sir,  if  jrou  neglect  to  avail  yourselves  of  the  op- 
portunity, which  this  system  affords,  of  secoring 
the  affections  of  the  Western  people — if  you  re- 
fuse to  extend  to  them  those  beneuts  which  their 
situation  so  imperiously  demaods,and  which  pur 
resources  enable  you,  and  your  duty  enjoins  it  oo 
jrou  to  extend  to  them — if,  while  you  are  expeod- 
ing  millions  yearly  for  the  encouragement  of  com- 
merce, you  affect  Constitutional  doubts  as  to  your 
right  to  expend  anything  for  the  advancement  of 
agriculture — if  you   can  constitutionally  create 
banks  for  the  accommodation  of  the  merchant,  but 
cannot  construct  canals  for  the  benefit  of  the  far- 
mer:-*-If  this  be  the  crooked,  partial,  side-way  pol- 
icy which  is  to  be  pursued,  there  is  great  reason 
to  fear  that  our  Western  brethren  may  soon  accost 
us  in  a  tone  higher  than  that  of  the  Constitution 
itself.    They  may  remind  us  (as  the  people  of 
this  country  once  did  another  Power,  whicn  was 
reeardless  of  their  interests)  of  the  rights  with 
which  the  God  of  nature  has  invested  them,  by 
placing  them  in  the  possession  of  a  country  which 
they  have  the  physical  power  to  defend :  and 
which  it  is  to  be  feared,  they  would  defend  against 
all  the  tax-gatherers  we  could  send  among  them, 
supported  by  all  the  force  of  the  Atlantic  Sutes. 
It  is  unpleatont,  sir,  to  be  obliged  to  press  con- 
siderations of  this  sort  on  the  attention  of  the 
House.    Disagreeable,  however,  as  they  are,  they 
are  not  on  that  account  the  less  important,  and 
ought  not  to  be  disre^rded.    If  you  would  attach 
the  affections  of  the  Western  people  to  your  Gkiv- 
ernment,  you  must  attach  them  by  their  interests. 
You  must  appear  among  them,  not  in  the  light 
of  their  creditors  merely,  but  as  their  guardians,, 
their  protectors,  as  the  promoters  of  their  welfare. 
If  you  avoid  all  communication  with  them  except 
what  arises  out  of  your  relations  as  creditors,  and 
go  among  them  only  to  collect  their  money^  be 
assured  that  this  is  an  intercourse  which  they  will 
soon  break  off.    You  have  seen  how  effectual  an 
opposition  a  few  settlers  in  the  north  part  of  Penn- 
sylvania have  been  able  to  make  to  the  authority 
of  that  ^reat  State ;  and  you  have  seen,  in  a  more 
reoent  instance,  the  difiiculties  which  a  handful 
of  squatters  have  opposed  to  the  power  of  another 
great  State,  the  State  of  Massachusetts — and  from 
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these  examples  you  mavwell  calcdate  the  effects  |  mitted  yesterday  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment 
of  an  opposition  from  the  host  of  settlers  who  are    from  the  militia  of  the  United  States;  and  that 


eoTering  your  new  lands.    But  I  hare  said  enough 
OD  this  subiect. 

I  am  under  great  obligation  to  the  House,  for 
the  attention  which  I  hare  received  during  the 
loDg discussion,  and  1  will  not  trespass  any  further. 
Id  the  various  aspects  in  which  1  hare  presented 
this  system  of  internal  improvement,  I  have  con- 
sidered it  principally  in  reference  to  the  effects 
which  it  is  calculated  to  produce  on  the  Western 
eonotry;  because  in  that  point  of  view  I  consider 
itootooiy  most  important,  but  much  less  under- 
stood. I  have  not  gone  into  a  particular  exami- 
nation of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  pro- 
posed canals  and  roads  along  the  Atlantic,  not 
because  I  do  not  th  i  nk  them  important,  but  because 
thii  part  of  the  subject  is  as  well  and  perhaps  bet- 
ter Qoderstood  by  the  members  generally  than  by 
myself.    For  the  same  reasons  I  have  not  gone 


Mr.  MosBLST  be  appointed  of  the  said  committee 
in  his  place. 

Mr.  Jemnimos,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  12th  December,  presented  a  bill  uisquali- 
fvins  certain  persons  from  acting  as  members  of 
the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  Indiana  Territory;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Monday  next. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
in  addition  to  the  act  to  regulate  the  laving  out 
and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State 
of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,"  was  read  the 
third  time;  and,  on  the  question  that  the  said  bill 
do  pass,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

xhe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard 
Taylor.    The  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 


iDto  any  minute  calculations  to  show  the  superior  ^ment^  and  th^  further  consideration  thereof  post- 
cheapnets  and  safety  of  canal  transportation,  over 


transportation  by  land.  That  point  is  fully  illus- 
trated in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
rary,  to  which  I  have  before  alluded.  I  believe, 
hoirever,  I  have  said  enough,  and  more -than 
eooQgh.  to  satisfy  the  House  of  the  importance  of 
the  subject,  and  of  the  propriety  of  referring  it  to 
I  committee.  This  great  system,  so  necessary, 
io  my  opinion,  to  the  welfare  of  this  country,  is 
not  a  measure  of  speculative  or  doubtful  utility. 
Its  advantages  are  ^reat  and  palpable;  and  the 
accomplishment  of  it  is  perfectly  within  the  reach 
of  the  resources  of  the  nation.  I  have  not  been 
iadaced  to  bring  forward  this  resolution  by  any 
personal  considerations,  but  I  have  done  it  in  obe- 
dieoce  to  a  great  duty  which  I  owe  to  my  con- 
stituents. So  far  from  bein^  a  project  confined 
to  myself,  or  even  to  a  few  individuals,  the  pro- 
position, which  I  now  submit,  carries  with  it  the 
iDxious  wishes,  and  the  best  hopes  of  a  large  and 
Kspectabie  portion  of  the  population  of  this  coun- 
tfyT-and  permit  me  to  hope,  sir,  that  their  expee- 
iitions  may  not  be  disappointed. 
Mr.  PoBTBR  then  submitted  his  ^resolution : 
^tnhtif  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  exam- 
iM  into  the  expediency  of  appropriating  a  part  of  the 
pobiicltndsyor  of  the  proceeds  thereof,  to  the  purposes 
of  opening  and  constracting  such  roads  and  canals  as 
B>7  be  most  oondactve  to  the  general  interests  of  the 
Cnioa,  and  that  thej  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 

After  some  conversation  on  the  propriety  of 
aothorizing  the  committee  to  report  b]r  bill,  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to  without  a  division,  and 
a  committee  appointed,  consisting  of  twenty  mem- 
^rs,  ?iz :  Messrs.  P.  B.  Porter,  Troup,  Taylor, 
Kekah,  Burwbll.  Howaro,  Weaklby,  McKiu, 

VlRDYKBfMlLlfOR,  SODTHARU,  STDRGE8,BAC01f, 

J.Porter,  Wilson,  Chittendbn,Morrow,Poin- 

DEITBR,  PoYORAS,  RUd  JeN HINOS. 


poned  until  Friday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  concerning  claims  to  lands 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  granted  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government  of  West  Florida.  The  bill  was 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  incorporating  the  Protestant  Church  of  the 
town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
and  the  same  being  amended,  a  motion  was  made 
by  Mr.  Montgomery  to  postpone  indefinitely  the 
bill ;  and  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  on  Friday  next. 

The  following  letter  was  laid  before  the  House: 

*'  Kalobama,  February  9, 1810. 

<*  Sib  :  Having  published  a  pamphlet  explaining  my 
experience  on  the  practice  and  efiecis  of  torpedoes,  I 
beg  leave  to  present  yon.  and  each  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  one  copy.  Should  the 
House  consider  this  subject  of  sufficient  interest  to 
merit  further  explanation,  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  a 
lecture  at  such  time  and  place  as  ma^  be  most  conve- 
nient, in  which  I  will  exhibit  the  vsnons  modes  of  at- 
tack with  torpedo«8  and  harpoon  guns,  as  prepared  for 
action,  with  such  models  and  demonstrations  as  will 
lead  to  a  clear  understanding  of  the  subject. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

"  ROBERT  FULTON. 

«  Hon.  Sfxakib  House  ofIUp$:' 

^  Leave  was  given  to  present  the  pamphlets  men- 
tioned in  the  above  letter,  as  requestea. 

DRAWBACKS. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  renorted  a  bill  to  re- 
strict the  allowance  of  drawback  to  certain  ve8« 
sels. 

[This  bill  provides  that  no  drawback  of  duties 
shall  be  allowed  on  the  exportation  of  any  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  imported  into  the  Unitea 
Slates,  after  — ^  day  of next,  unless  the 


Friday,  February  9. 

^^i^dered,  That  Mr.  Tallmadoe  be  excused  from 
'tiTiDg  on  the  committee  to  whom  was  recom- 1  same  shall  have  been  imported  in  a  ship  or  vessel 
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of  the  United  States ;  and  that,  after  the day 

of next,  no  drawback  simll  be  allowed  or 

paid  on  the  exportation  of  any  ^ods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  unless  the  same  shall  be  exported 
in  a  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  Slates,  any  law 
or  laws  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.] 

The  bill  was  t wide  read  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

CONVOY  AND  ARMING. 

Mr.  BuRWELL,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  ibe  subject,  reported  a  biU  aathorizing  the 
President  of  the  united  States  to  employ  the 
pbblic  armed  vessels,  and  permitting  merchants 
to  arm  for  the  defence  of  the  American  com- 
merce. 

[The  first  section  of  this  bill  provides  tiiat  the  Preu- 
dent  of  the  United  9tates  be  aothoriied  and  required 
to  employ  the  public  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States 
to  convoy  vemeb  owned  by  citizenji  of  the  United 
States,  and  laden  with  the  produce  of  the  United 
States,  the  property  of  sueh  citisena,  provided  such 
produce  is  not  contraband  of  war,  and  the  said  vessels 
shsil  not  be  bound  to  a  blockaded  port,  or  to  sny  port 
or  place  belonging  to  or  in  the  actual  possession  of 
any  natiop  having  in  force  orders,  edicts,  or  decrees, 
against  neutral  rights,  in  violation  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions. 

The  second  section  enumerates  articles  which  shall 
be  deemed  contraband  of  war. 

The  third  section  provides  that  no  port  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  blockaded,  unless  actually  invested  with  a 
sufficient  force  to  render  the  entrance  to  it  dangerous. 

The  ibuith  section  provides  that  the  commanders  of 
the  public  armed  vessels  convoying,  according  to  this 
law,  shall  permit  the  public  armed  vessels  of  any  bel- 
ligerent nation  to  visit  andsearch  on  the  high  seas  any 
private  ship  or  vessel  under  their  convoy,  fbr  the  pttr> 
pose  of  examining  whether  it  be  laden  with  enemy's 
property,  or  articles  by  this  law  declared  contraband  of 
war,  or  whether  it  be  bound  to  a  port  actually  block- 
aded. 

The  fifth  section  provides  that  the  said  commanders 
shall  not  permit  any  privateer,  or  other  than  a  na- 
tional armed  vessel,  to  visit  any  vessel  under  their 
convoy. 

The  sixth  section  requures  the  commanders  to  resist, 
by  force,  the  capture  of  any  vessel  under  tfieir  convoy 
jbr  any  other  cause  than  having  enemies^property  or 
articles  contraband  of  war  on  board,  or  being  bound  to 
a  port  actually  blockaded,  and  to  continue  such  resist- 
ance so  long  as  may  be  necessaiy  for  the  protection  of 
the  vessels  under  their  convoy. 

The  seventh  section  provides  that  vessels  under  con- 
voy, agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  may  be 
armed;  that  they  shall  permit  search  in  cases  before 
mentioned;  but  ^t  they  shall  resist  any  search  by  pri- 
vateers, letters  of  marque,  or  private  armed  vesseb. 

The  eighth  secti<m  provides  that  vessels  described  in 
the  preceding  section  shaU  resist  capture,  Ac,  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  oommanders  of  the  vessels  con- 
voying them  are  by  this  bill  authorized  to  do. 

The  ninth  section  requires  of  every  merchant  vessel 
armed  as  aforesaid,  previous  to  obtaining  a  clearance, 
bond  that  its  guns  and  ammunition,  dec,  shsU  not  be 
used  for  any  unlawful  purposes,  but  merely  for  resist^ 
ance  and  defence  in  the  cases  authorized  and  specified 
in  this  act,  and  that  such  arms  shall  be  returned  within 
the  Uniled  States. 


The  tenth  section  provides  that  vessels  thus  con- 
voyed' shall  be  subject  to  the  signals  of  the  commander 
of  the  anaed  vessels  convoying,  and  to  such  mitt  and 
regulations  as  the  President  may,  under  the  proviaoiu 
of  the  act,  establish  for  the  government  of  the  convoj. 

The  eleventh  section  limits  the  duration  of  the  bill 
to  a  year,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  lei- 
si9p  of  Congress  thereafter.] 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  week. 

EXPORTS  FOR  1800. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury : 

TuAsuav  DsPAaTMSKT,  Fth,  7, 1810. 

8ia :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  itate- 
ment  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  exported  froa 
the  United  States  nominally  during  one  year  prior  to 
the  first  day  of  October,  1809,  but  in  fact  daring  the 
six  months  and  a  half  ending  on  that  day,  expoitatiosi 
having  been  prevented  by  the  embargo  till  the  fifteeath 
dayof  March,  1809. 

The  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  of  domestic 
growth,  or  manufacture,  included  in  this  statement,  are 
estimated  at  -  -  -  -  -  .f31,405,7(» 
And  those  of  foreign  growth  or  raanufoo- 

tnii,at 30,797,531 


Amounting  together  to 


-  $52,203,233 


The  articles  of  domestic  manu&cture  may  be  ar* 
ranged  under  tne  following  heads,  viz : 
Produce  of  the  Sea  ** 


-  $1,710,000 

-  4.583,000 

-  23,234000 
Manufactures  .        -        •    1,506,000 

Uncertain 373,000 

$31,406,000 


Forest     - 
Agriculture 
Manufactures  - 


It  is  proper  to  add  ttiat  the  summary  of  the  deatina- 
tion  of  those  exports,  being  grounded  on  the  clear- 
ances of  the  vessels,  caftnot  be  relied  on  under  exiatiag 
cbcumstaaoes,  as  showing  with  precision  their  resl 
destination.  Thus,  all  the  vessels  actually  destined  for 
the  dominions  of  Great  Britain,  which  lefi  the  United 
States  between  the  19th  of  April  and  the  10th  of  Jane, 
cleared  for  other  porta,,  principally*  it  is  beUeTed,for 
Sweden. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  dec, 

ALBERT  G'ALLATIN. 

The  Hon.  Sfxakbb  ofiht  Ho.  of  R^. 

The  report  and  doeuraeats  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

NAVIGATION  OF  THE  MOBILE. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbsidgnt  op  tbb  Unitbd  States  : 

To  the  Houie  of  RepresmtaHtes  oftht  United  Statet 
1  transmit  to  the  House  a  report  of  the  Secretary  o 
State,  complying  with  their  resolution  of  the  33d  o 
January.  JAMES  MADISON. 

FxnauAftT  9,  1810. 

DxFARiiixirr  ov  Stats,  Feb.  8,  1810. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the  President  ht 
been  pleased  to  refer  the  resolution  of  the  House  o 
Representatives  of  the  22d  of  last  month,  has  the  bono 
to  state  that  it  appears  from  the  records  in  this  depart 
ment,  that  in  the  years  1801  and  1802,  the  Executiv 
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iuu!  endea^fored  to  otein,  for  th«  citiMiis  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  rending  on  the  waters  of  TomUigbee  and 
AJehama  rifen,  tho  free  navigation  of  the  Mobile  riTer 
to  its  fsonflnenee  with  the  oeeen — fimt,  by  dummg  this 
nsTisatioii  es  a  natnril  right,  nnetioned  hy  the  gen* 
enl  priBciples  of  the  law  of  netione  epjilicahle  ttf  riT- 
en  diqilarlyeitaeted;  and,  leoondly,  by  endeavoring 
to  purcbaae  the  country  held  by  Spain  on  the  Mobile. 
These  efibrts  were  made  before  it  waa  known  that 
Spain  had  ceded  Louiaiana  to  France,  and  oonse- 
quentlT  before  the  porchaae  of  that  province  by  the 
United  States.  Since  that  pnrchase,  the  country  held 
by  Spain  on  the  Mobile  has  been  claimed  aa  being  in- 
chided  therein. 

The  SpaMsh  Goremment,  having  objected  to  this 
daim  in  a  manner  which  justified  a  belief  that  the 
^estion  would  not  be  soon  decided,  our  Minister  at 
Madrid  was  instrocted  again  to  daim  the  free  naviga* 
tion  of  the  Mobile  under  the  general  principles  of  the 
law  of  nataone,  and  to  repiesent  to  His  Catholic  Ma^ 
jesty  the  propriety  and  necessttjr  of  giving  orders  to  his 
offi^TB  n<it  to  interrupt  the  free  communication  with 
our  Territories  through  the  waters  of  the  Mobile. 

In  addition  to  what  has  been  done  through  this  de- 
partment, it  appears  that  the  Governor  of  the  Orleans 
Terrxlofy,  and  other  officers  of  the  United  States,  have 
endeavored  to  induce  the  Spanish  authorities  on  the 
Mobile  to  abstain  from  exacting  duties  on  the  passage 
of  onr  merchandise  or  produce  up  or  down  that  river. 
Notwithstanding,  however,  eveiything  which  has  been 
done,  it  is  understood  that  these  autfaoritieB  have  con- 
tinned  to  exact  (with  some  occasional  relaxations)  a 
duty  of  twelve  per  cent.  *'on  all  articles  of  the  grovirth 
or  mannfactore  of  the  United  States,  which  are  con- 
veyed through  said  river  to  and  from  the  city  of  New 
Orleans." 

All  which  is  lespectlully  submitted. 

R.  SMITH. 


Monday,  February  12. 

Mr.  FisK,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recomraitted  the  bill  providing  for  the  third  cen- 
sus, or  enameration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Uni- 
ted StateSf  reported  the  bill  with  several  amend- 
ments ;  whieh  were  read,  and,  together  with  the 
bill,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Wb BATON  presented  a  petition  of  Deborah 
Gannett,  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  stating 
that  she  aerred  as  a  soldier  in  the  Massachusetts 
line  of  the  Revolotionary  army,  by  the  name  of 
Robert  Shlrtliff ;  and  that,  in  the  coarse  of.  the 
said  serTice,  she  received  several  wounds,  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  she  was,  in  the  year  1803, 
placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States; 
and  praying  that  her  said  pension  mar  commence 
from  her  discharge  from  the  army, in  the  year  1783. 
— Referred  to  the  commitl^  appointed,  on  the 
26th  ultimo,  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Campbell. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Rbea,  of  Tennes* 
see,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  res- 
olution : 

Reaohtd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
ttatement  of  the  particular  sums  of  money  whieh,  from 
time  to  time,  since  the  commencement  of  the  (Govern- 
ment, have  been  appropriated  and  expended  for  the 


purpose  of  fortifying  the  ports  and  haibon  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  of  any  of  the  Territories  thereof. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereonj  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — 41  to  39. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing;  the  discbarge  of  William  Haw- 
kins from  imprisonment,*'  with  amendments  \  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

■ 

TOBPEDOES. 

Mr.  Dawbon. — On  hearing  the  Journal  read, 
I  find  that  on  last  Ftidaya  letter  waa  reeeired  by 
the  Speaker  from  Mr.  Fulton.  What  merit  is 
due  to  his  invention  I  will  not  pretend  to  say; 
but  I  know  Mr.  Fulton  to  be  a  man  of  scieftce  and 
successful  experiment ;  of  which  he  has  given 
proofs,  both  in  Europe  and  this  country.  Itaeems 
to  me  that  some  attention  ought  to  be  paid  to  his 
oemmunieation.  I  therefore  move  you  that  his 
letter  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Dawson's  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  a  com- 
msttee  appointed,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Dawson, 
Taylor,  and  Baoon. 

BATTURE  AT  NEW  ORLEANS. 

The  HoMse  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  this  subject — ayes  90. 

Mr.  LovB  spoke  at  great  length  in  support  of 
the  proposition  submitted  by  him  a  few  days  ago ; 
and  Mr.  Sbeffey  also  replied  at  great  length. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Tuesday,  February  13. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jobnson, 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  four  western  counties  of 
Pennsylvania ;  and  that  the  said  petittoo  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  examine  the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  his  opin- 
ion thereon,  to  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
authorizing  the  discharge  of  William  Hawkins 
from  his  imprisonpent;  and  the  same  being  read, 
were  eoocurred  in  by  the  House. 

THE  THIRD  CENSUS. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  taking  the  third  census 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Uni tea  States.  Varipus 
amendments  were  made  to  the  allowances  to  mar- 
shals, dbe.  Considerable  debate,  of  little  interest, 
took  place  on  the  various  motions ;  and  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  reported  the  bill,  and  the  House 
adjourned  at  3  o'clock. 


Weonesday,  February  14. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claim% 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Audrain ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  nezL 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
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that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  prescribe  the  mode  in  whicn  application 
shall  be  made  for  the  purchase  of  land  at  the  sev- 
eral land  offices,  and  for  the  relief  of  Joab  Garret  -, 
with  several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire 
Ibe  concurrence  of  this  House. 

TORPEDOES. 

Mr.  Dawson  made  the  following  report : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from 
Robert  Fulton  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, dated  on  the  9th  instant,  beg  leave  to  report, 
in  part,  that  at  their  request  Mr.  Fulton  attended  the 
committee  on  this  morning,  and  explained  to  them  his 
views  of  the  uses  and  effects  of  torpedoes,  on  which 
the  committee  forbear  to  give  an  opfaiion,  and  offer  the 
following  resolution : 

Beaolvedj  That,  when  the  House  shall  adjourn  on 
Friday  next,  it  will  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monoay ;  and 
that  Mr.  Fulton  have  the  use  of  this  Hall  on  Saturday, 
for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  the  torpedoes  and  deliv- 
ering a  lecture  on  their  practice  and  utility. 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  to  recommit  the  report  to  the 
committee  who  reported  it,  with  a  view  to  obtain- 
inga  report  on  the  merits  of  it. — Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  called  for  a  division  of  the  res- 
olution reported  by  the  committee,  so  as  to  take 
a  question  separately  on  the  words,  ^'Resolved, 
That,  when  the  House  shall  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to 
meet  on  Monday.'' 

The  question  on  this  part  of  the  resolution  was 
depided  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  90  nays  29,  as 
follows : 

YzAS — Willis  Abton,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Eze- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell, 
William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  C.  Chamber- 
lain, William  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditus  Champion, 
John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb»  Orchard  Cook,  Jas.  Cox, 
William  Crawford,  Henry  Crist,  Richard  Cutts,  Sam- 
uel W.  Dana,  John  Dawson,  WUliam  Findley,  Jona- 
than Fiflk,  Meshack  Franklin.  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gid- 
eon Gardner,  David  S.  Grarland,  Thomas  Gholson,  jr., 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  William  Helms,  James  Holland, 
Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson, 
junior,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  William 
Kennedy^  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Ed- 
ward St.  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
John  Love,  Matthew  Lyon,  Aaron  Lyle,  Robert  Mar- 
ion, Archibald  McBiyde,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander 
McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  William  Milnor,  John 
Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Tho- 
mas Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nichobon,  John 
Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  John 
Ross,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer 
Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Heniy  South- 
ard, John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
ges,  John  Taylor,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Jabez 
Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Robert  Weakley,  Eze- 
kiel  Whitman,  James  Wiison,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats — Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  John 
Campbell,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
Cochran,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  Barent  Oarde- 
nier,  Edwin  Gray,  Daniel  Heister,  Benjamin  Howard, 


Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vincent  Matthews, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pick- 
man,  jr.,  Timothy.  Pitlun,  jr.,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Richard  Stanford,  Wil- 
liam Stedman,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Charies 
Turner,  jr.,  Archibald  Van  Homi  and  Laban  Wheaton. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  the  remainder 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Livermore  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  indefinitely. 

A  desultory  debate  took  place  on  these  various 
questions.    It  was  said  that  the  Hall  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  was  exclusively  appropriated 
to  Legislati.ve  purposes,  and  that,  at  this  time,  to 
appropriate  it  to  the  purpose  of  experimental  lec- 
tures, would  afford  a  precedent  which  would  be  in- 
jurious ;  that  such  a  measure,  if  admissible  at  all, 
should  not  be  taken  unless  the  House  were  con- 
vinced of  the  practicability  of  the  system  proposed 
to  be  illustrated,  because  it  would  hold  oat  the 
idea  that  the  House  of  Representatives  had  sanc- 
tioned it.    It  was  also  said  that  this  system  could 
quite  as  conveniently  be  illustrated  in  one  of  the 
other  apartments  of  the  Capitol,  without  spread- 
ing on  the  Journals  a  formal  record  allowing  Mr. 
Fulton  the  use  of  this  House.    In  reply,  it  was 
said,  that  this  was  an  invention  which  promised 
to  be  of  great  public  utility,  and  it  was  but  rea- 
sonable, as  the  inventor  was  known  to  be  a  sci- 
entific man,  t^at  he  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  demonstrating  its  efficacy,  when  he  has  offered 
his  services  for  that  purpose.    If  it  succeeded,  it 
might  be  a  saving  of  many  millions  to  the  United 
States;  and  if  it  failed,  the  House  would,  by  pay- 
ing attention  to  it,  have  shown  their  disposition 
t«  encourage  science.    The  argument  against  the 
report  of  the  committee,  that  this  Hall  was  exclu- 
sively devoted  to  legislation,  it  was  said,  would 
operate  with  equal  force  against  permitting  Divine 
service  to  be  performed  there  on  Sundays. 

Before  any  question  was  taken  on  the  latter 
clause  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  the  House 
adjourned. 


Thdrsday,  February  15. 
TORPEDOES. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burwell,  that  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday  do  lie  on  the  table; 
and  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  said  unfinished  business,  and  the  question  re- 
curring on  the  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  the 
further  consideration  of  the  second  member  of  the 
resolution,  Mr.  Speakbr  decided  that  the  said  mo- 
tion to  postpone  indefinitely  was,  at  the  time  the 
same  was  under  consideration,  out  of  order. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Ross,  to  amend 
the  said  resolution  by  striking  out  the  words,  deliv^ 
ering  a  lecture  <m^  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  the 
word  exfd/aining.  And  the  question  being  taken 
thereon,  it  was  resolved  in  the  aflirmative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  concurringj 
in  the  second  and  last  member  of  the  said  resolu^ 


1409 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1410 


Febroart,  1810. 


7}}rpedoe8. 


H.  or  R« 


lion,  and  derermioed  in  the  negative — yeas  55, 
nays  61,  as  follows : 

Teas — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Ese- 
kiel  Btoon,  David  Bard,  Barwell  Bassett,  Adam  Boyd, 
John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  Josaph^Calhoiui,  John 
Glopton,  Howell  Cobls  Orchard  Cook,  James  Cox,  Wil- 
liam Cnwfordy  Richard  Cntts^  John  Dawsou,  William 
Tuidlej,  Barzillai  Gannett,  David  8.  GUrland,  Thomas 
Gholson,  jr.,  Peterson  Croodwyn,  James  Holland,  Jacob 
Hnftj,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  John  Love, 
AaroD  Ljle,  Robert  Marion,  Alexander  McKim,  Wil* 
liain  Mijjior,  John  Montf^mery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson, 
John  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvavia,  Matthias  Rich- 
irds,  John  Roane,  Erastns  Root,  John  Ross,  Ebeneser 
Sige,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner, 
junior,  Robert  Weakley,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
Whhenpoon^ 

NiTft— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  William 
A.  Bnrwell,  William  Butler,  John  Campbell,  John  C. 
Chamberlain,  Wm.  Chamberlin,  Epaphioditus  Cham- 
pion, Martin  Chittenden,  James  Cochran,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Jon- 
athan Fisk,  Barent  Gkrdenier,  Gideon  Gardner,  Tho- 
mas R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A. 
HsTcn,  Daniel  Helster,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard 
Jsckion,  jr.,  IU>bert  Jenkins,  William  Kennedy,  Philip 
B.Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Edward  St  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Xath'l  Macon,  Vinoent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Gurdon  S. 
Mufflford,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John 
Hhea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Sammons,  Daniel  Shefiey, 
Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stophenson, 
Uwis  B.  Stur^es,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart, 
John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Jabez  Up- 
liam,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian 
K<Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Exekiel  Whit- 
aan,  and  James  Wilson.  ^ 

Oq  moiioQ  of  Mr.  Troup,  the  qaestioa  was  then 
stated  00  coQcai'ring  in  the  first  and  second  mem- 
bets  of  the  said  resolution ;  when  Mr.  Speaker 
decided  that,  a  question  being  divided,  one  part 
iSrmed  and  the  other  rejected,  a  question  cannot 
be  pot  upon  the  whole  of  the  resolution  as  origin- 
^ly  proposed.  From  which  decision  of  the  Cliair, 
u  appeal  was  made  to  the  House  by  Mr.  Tro(7p, 
and  bein^  seconded,  the  question  was  taken,  "Is 
fbe decision  of  the  Chair  correct?"  and  resolved 
la  the  affirmative — yeas  78,  nays  21,  as  follows : 

Ykas— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Burwell 
BasMtt,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breck- 
enridge,  John  Brown,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  William 
Chamberlin,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, John  Glopton,  James  Cochran,  James  Cox,  Sam* 
oel  W.  Dana,  Joseph  Desha,  James  Emott,  William 
Fmdiey,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barent 
^^vdenier,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  S.  Garland,  Peterw 
«n  Goodwyn,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  WiUiam  Hale,  Na- 
^anid  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Benjamin  Howard, 
Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  William 
Kennedy,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  LevriSf  jnn^ 
Kobert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent 
HatthewB,  AichibaU  McBiyde,  Pleasant  M.  Miller, 
^Hkm  Mihior,  John  Montgofflery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 

llthCotf.2dSsss. 


Thomas  Moore,  JereAi'h  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  New- 
ton, Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  junior,  John  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Quincy,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Matthias  Richards,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer 
Sage,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Dennis  Smelt,  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John 
Stonley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel 
Taggart,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Jabez  Upham, 
Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Robert  Whitehill,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  and 
James  Wilson. 

Nats — Willis  Abton,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Wil- 
liam Sutler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  Howell 
Cobb,  William  Crawford,  Thomas  Ghokon,  jr.,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyie,  Sam.  McKee, 
John  Nicholson,  John  Roane,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Samuel 
Shaw,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert 
Weakley,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Upham,  that  the 
House  do  reconsider  the  vote  of  yesterday  upon 
the  first  member  of  the  resolution  under  consid- 
ation. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Gardenier, 
to  put  the  question  on  the  resolution,  as  amended. 

Mr.  Speaker  decided  that  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Gardenier  was  not  in  order,  as  the  question  must 
be  first  taken  on  the  motion  first  made. 

From  which  decision  of  the  Chair  an  appeal 
was  made  to  the  House,  and  being  secondeo,  the 
question  was  taken,  "Is  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
correct?"  and  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  reconsider  their 
yote  of  yesterday  upon  the  first  member  of  the  res- 
olution, and  determined  in  the  neffative. 

The  question  was  then  stated  Kom  the  Chair, 
that  the  House  do  agree  to  the  said  resolution, 
amended  to  read  in  the  following  words : 

Resolved,  That,  when  this  House  shall  adjourn  on 
FiiHay  next,  it  will  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday. 

A  question  was  raised  by  Mr.  Sheffet,  wjie- 
ther  it  was  in  order  to  put  the  question  upon  the 
resolution  so  amended. 

Mr.  Speaker  decided  that  it  was  in  order  to  pat 
the  question  on  the  resolution  so  amended. 

From  which  decision  of  the  Chair  an  appeal 
was  made  to  the  House,  and  being  secondeu,  the 
question  was  stated,  *'  Is  ^he  decision  of  the  Chair 
correct?''  and  debate  arising  thereon,  an  adjourn- 
ment was  called  for,  and  carried. 

Friday,  February  16. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Livbruorb,  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn.  And  the  questioo 
being  taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
ative— yeas  5,  nays  55. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  48  to  43. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Love, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  what  alterations,  if  any,  are  necessary  in 
the  law  passed  January  twenty- first,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eight,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Oliver  Evans." 

Mr.  Love,  Mr.  Jobn  Portbr,  Mr.  Matthbws, 
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Mr.  Ely,  and  Mr.  Cochran,  were  appointed  a 
committee,  punuant  to  tlie  said  resolution. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal Church  in  the  town  of  Alexandria  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Love  moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  iode&nitely.  The  House 
being  equally  divided  on  this  question,  49  to  49. 
the  Speaker  decided  it  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Qardenier,  it  was  post- 
poned till  the  1st  Monday  in  March,  57  to  49. 

MRS.  HAMILTON'S  CLAIM. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  on  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Hamilton, 
widow  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  praying  for  the 
compensation  due  to  her  deceased  husband. 

[This  report  is  one  of  the  class  of  those  favora- 
ble to  the  prayers  of  the  petitioners  on  grounds 
of  equity,  but  declaring,  because  they  are  barred 
by  the  statute  of  limitations,  that  they,  therefore, 
ought  not  to  be  granted.] 

The  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Claims  is  as  follows : 

"  Ruohedt  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted." 

The  report  was  supported  bv  Messrs.  Mont- 
gomery, Varndm,  Helms,  ana  Bacon,  on  the 
ground  that  the  late  General  Hamilton  had  no 
claim  on  the  Qovernment  under  the  resolutions 
of  the  Old  Congress ;  because  he  was,  on  the  25th 
of  November,  1782.  a  delegate  in  Congress,  and, 
by  the  6th  article  ot  the  Confederation,  incapable 
of  holding,  at  the  same  time,  a  military  commis- 
sion. He  was,  in  that  Congress,  a  member  (if 
not  the  chairman^  of  the  committee  which  re- 
ported the  resolutions  under  which  his  heirs  are 
now  said  to  be  entitled  to  compensation.  Had 
no  statute  of  limitations  ever  been  passed,  there- 
fore, it  was  said  that  General  Hamilton  or  his 
h6irs  had  no  claim  on  the  Government;  because, 
in  accepting  a  seat  in  Congress,  he  had  virtually 
resigned  his  commission  before  the  close  of  the 
war.  The  case  might  be  a  hard  one ;  but  there 
were  hundreds  of  cases  at  least  equally  so,  and 
cases  too  in  which  the  sufferers  had  not,  as  Gen- 
eral Hamilton  had.  subsequently  enjoyed  lucra- 
tive employments  by  the  favor  of  bis  country.  It 
was  said  that  Congress  ought  to  be  just  before 
they  were  generous.  Before  they  granted  a  claim 
of  this  doubtful  character,  influenced  by  the 
character  or  standing  of  the  individual,  they 
should  relieve  the  impoverished  old  soldiers  who 
daily  begged  of  them  for  a  pittance  of  bread, 
whose  claims  were  equally  just  and  whose  ne- 
cessities were  much  more  pressing. 

Mr.  BoTD  spoke  in  favor  of  the  report  of  the 
committee.  Either  the  statute  of  limitations 
was  just  or  it  was  unjust.  If  unjust,  it  ought  to 
be  repealed ;  if  just.  Congress  ought  to  be  careful 
how  they  made  exceptions  in  favor  of  particular 
claims. 

Messrs.  Johnson,  Gbolbon,  Dawson,  Srbf- 
F£T»  GoLo,  Key,  Pitkin,  and  Garobnier,  opposed 
the  report  of  the  committee*    It  was  said  that 


General  Hamilton's  bavins  received  a  breret 
commission  at  the  close  of  the  war  was  evidence 
of  his  having  been  considered  in  service  until  the 
end  of  the  war ;  for  unless  be  bad,  such  a  com- 
mission could  not  have  been  issued  to  him.  Bat 
a  short  time  before  the  peace,  he  was  seen  at  tiie 
head  of  his  regiment  gallantly  storming  a  redoubt 
at  the  siege  of  York,  and  contributed  not  a  little 
to  the  capture  of  Cornwallis  and  his  army.  Bf 
accepting  a  seat  in  Congress  he  did  not  resign 
bis  commission,  but  held  himself  liable  to  be 
called  into  service  at  any  time,  if  necessary.  But 
if  he  had,  from  the  best  of  motives,  accepted  a 
seat  in  Congress,  and  thereby  resigned  his  com- 
mission, it  was  said  that  his  heirs  ought  Dot, 
therefore,  to  be  deprived  of  the  compensation 
equitably  due  to  him.  Congress  had  extended 
the  bana  of  relief  to  the  daughters  of  Count  de 
Grasse,  who  had  no  shadow  of  a  le^l  claim ;  bm 
their  father  had  assisted  by  sea,  as  General  Ham- 
ilton did  on  the  land,  at  the  capture  of  Cornwal- 
lis; they  were  in  this  country  in  distress,  and 
Congress  bad  relieved  them.  Should  the  same 
relief  be  denied  to  the  representatives  of  a  citizen 
who  had  served  during  the  war,  and  whose  legal 
claim,  if  barred  at  all,  (except  "by  the  statute  ol 
limitations,)  was  only  barred  by  his  zeal  in  tbf 
service  of  his  country,  which  prompted  him  tc 
accept  a  seat  in  Congress?  The  statute  of  limi 
tations,  it  was  said,  was  never  intended  to  bai 
Congress  from  discharging  a  just  claim,  bo 
merely  to  prevent  the  accounting  officers  of  tb( 
Treasury  from  allowing  all  the  old,  and  perhaps 
fraudulent  claims  which  might  have  been  pressei 
upon  them.  Every  gentleman  who  spoke,  dwel 
upon  the  obduracy  of  heart  and  injustice,  asi 
was  termed,  which  could  refuse  to  the  claim  o 
the  war-worn  soldier,  the  compensation  dae  t 
him  for  his  assistance  in  achieving  the  libertle 
of  his  country. 

Before  the  question  was  taken  on  the  repor 
the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtain 
ed  leave  to  sit  again. 

And  the  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 


MoNOAT,  February  19. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Cor 
merce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referH 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message,  at  the  cot 
mencement  of  the  session,  as  relates  to  a  remi 
sion  of  penalties  involuntaril)r  incurred  by  [ 
fractions  of  the  laws  prohibiting  commerci 
intercourse  with  Great  Britain  and  France,  pi 
sented  a  bill  to  remit  certain  fines,  penalties,  ai 
forfeitures ;  which  was  read  twice  and  comm 
ted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Thursdi 
next. 

Mr.  Clat.  from  the  committee  to  whom  v 
recommitteo  the  bill  authorizing  a  detkcbme 
from  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  report 
several  amendments  thereto;  which  were  re) 
and,  together  with  the  bill,  committed  to  a  Col 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hot 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^  ^ 
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act  to  rerive  an  act^  entitled  'An  act  for  the  ire* 
lief  of  the  refugees  frotn  the  British  Provinces 
of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  for  other  pur* 
poses,''  with  several  amendments;  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNTTBD  STATES. 

Mr.  Montgomery,  from  the  committee  appoint* 
ed,  on  the  twenty-ninth  ultimo,  on  the  memorial 
of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Sutes,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read, 
aod  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow.   The  report  is  as  follows : 

Thsty  in  proceeding  to  the  consideration  of  the  said 
petition^  year  eommittae  instructed  their  ehairman  to 
address  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  re- 
^aeslmg  him  to  luniiah  such  inforoMtien  or  ohserva- 
tions  ts  he  might  think  proper,  in  nlatioii  to  the  sub- 
jeetpinatter  thereof  as  eonneeted  with  the  financial  and 
ooBuncrdal  interesUi  of  the  United  States.  In  reply 
to  whidk,  die  Beoretaiy,  by  his  letter  to  the  chainnan^ 
refencd  your  committee  to  his  former  report  on  the  said 
sabject,  made  to  the  Senate  of  Hie  United  States,  in 
obedienos  to  the  order  of  that  House. 

Yoar  committee  have  been  attended  by  agents  of 
the  petitioners,  who,  in  addition  to  the  matters  con- 
tained in  the  petition,  have  suggested  to  your  com- 
mittee that  the  object  of  the  petitioners  was  to  obtain 
the  renewal  of  the  charter  in  its  present  form ;  that, 
for  this  renewal,  the  bank  is  willing  to  make  compen- 
ntion,  either  by  loans,  at  a  rate  of  interest,  or  by  a 
tarn  of  money  to  be  agreed  upon,  or  by  an  increase 
of  the  capital  stock,  by  a  number  of  shares  to  be  taken 
tnd  fubscribed  for  by  the  United  States,  to  an  amount 
•deqaate  to  the  oompenaation  to  be  agreed  upon  lor 
nch  renewal* 

These  agents  ako  suggested,  that  they  were  fully 
tathoiixed  and  empowered  to  offer  and  conclude  the 
lerais,  specifically  connected  with  these  propositions. 

Tour  committee,  not  feeling  themselves  authorised 
to  enter  into  such  terms,  and  judging  that  the  extent 
«f  thofe  propositions  would  better  apply  to  the  detaiiB 
of  a  bill,  than  to  the  adoption  of  a  principle  to  be  first 
settled  by  the  House,  have,  therefore,  forborne  to  in- 
quire into  the  extent  of  the  propositions,  and,  without 
expressing  an  approbation  or  rejection  of  these  offers, 
or  giTing  an  opmion  as  to  the  plan  and  reasoning  of 
^  Secretary  of  the/Treasury,  your  committee,  in  order 
that  the  opinion  of  the  House  on  this  great  national 
qocstiDD  may  be  declared  previous  to  entering  into  the 
details  connected  vrith  the  subject,  recommend  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Reiohei,  That  it  is  proper  to  make  provision  for 
continQing  the  establishment  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  with  offices  of  disoonnt  and  deposits,  under 
the  regulations  neceMsazy  for  the  beneficisi  administra- 
tioD  of  the  natioiMl  finances,  during  such  time,  and  on 
such  conditions,  as  may  be  defined  by  law. 

MILITIA,  VOLmrTEERS,  &c. 

Mr.  Clat,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  of 
the  militia  of  the  United  States,  reported  the 
same  with  amendments.  ^ These  amendments 
authorize  the  acceptance  ot  volunteers,  who  are 
to  sign  articles,  dbc.  to  be  exercised  at  certain 
times,  nearly  as  provided  in  the  bill  now  before 
the  Senate  ^authorizii>ff  the  President  to  engage 
for  a  short  period  in  the  service  of  the  United 


States  a  corps  of  volunteers."]    Twice  read  and 
committed. 

SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY. 

Mr.  Gardenier  rose  and  observed,  that  In  the 
present  exhausted  state  of  the  Treasury,  and  With 
the  mter  hopelessness  of  its  being  speedily  re- 
plenished,.at  least  by  any  means  visible  to  man. 
It  was  very  natural  that  the  public  should  be  ex- 
tremely sensible  to  any  attacks  made  on  the  honor 
or  integrity  of  the  officer  who  was  at  the  head  of 
that  department.  I  have  myself  (said  Mr.  G.) 
been  subjected  to  sensations  extremely  unpteAs- 
ant,  in  consequence  of  allegations  wliich  I  see 
advanced  against  not  only  the  capacity  but  the 
integrity  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I  do 
not  know  that  I  should  have  attached  to  ih^m  so 
much  of  importance  myself,  were  they  not  ac- 
companied by  circumstances  calculated  to  give 
them  greater  force.  It  is  of  the  first  importance 
to  the  public  mind  that  the  nurity  of  their  officers 
should  be  unquestioned.  Tnerefore,  in  my  opin- 
ion, it  is  the  duty  of  the  Representatives  of  the 
people  to  investigate  charges  made  against  them, 
no  matter  in  what  manner  or  by  whom.  I  have 
been  induced  to  make  these  remarks  by  a  publi- 
cation which  is  now,  I  perceive,  running  the  cir- 
cuit of  the  newspapers,  making  the  most  serious, 
aod,  if  true,  the  most  condemning  charges  against 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  For  the  infor- 
mation of  the  House  I  will  read  an  extract  from 
a  piece  (under  the  signature  of '^Camillus")  pub- 
lished originally  in  the  Virginia  Argue — 

/*  At  a  time  like  the  present,  when  the  Kingdoms  of 
Europe  appear  to  have  conspired  to  do  us  wrong,  it 
was  naturally  to  have  been  expected  that  the  boasted 
talents  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  have 
produced  a  system  of  finance  commensurate  to  the 
occasion.  The  report  which  he  has  made  is  prob- 
ably the  performance  of  one  of  his  clerks,  and  the 
public  are  yet  to  be  astonished,  peihsps,  with  some- 
thing more  praiseworthy  from  the  fruitfiil  invention 
of  the  honorable  Secretary.  I  am  loth  to  suspect 
his  capacity ;  but  if  he  does  not  speedily  produce  some 
respectable  evidence  of  his  abiUty,  his  talents  or  his 
integrity  will  undoubtedly  be  questioned.  It  must  be 
confessed  that  his  official  estimate,  during  the  embargo 
and  now,  give  great  scope  for  the  impeachment  of  his 
intellectual  vigor,  and  the  sudden  growth  of  his  private 
fortune  is  unfavorable  to  the  supposition  that  he  is  the 
most  disinterested  of  Ministers.  AVhen  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  from  a  yearly  aalary  of  four  or  five 
thousand,  amasses  in  the  short  compass  of  eight  veara 
the  enormous  fortune  of  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
Inrs,  we  are  authorized  to  inquire  how  he  has  effected 
it  1  If  this  were  a  government  of  England,  and  Mr. 
Oallatin  a  Lord  Melville,  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  accounting  for  the  circumstance ;  but  it  would  he 
too  hasty  a  determination  to  decide,  without  farther 
investigation,  that  Mr.  Gallatin  had  made  use  of  the 
opportunities  which  his  station  affinrds,  to  speculate  in 
the  fhnds  for  his  individual  benefit ;  or,  that  he  availed 
hiuMwlf  of  the  same  opportunities  to  become  the  pro- 
prietor of  lands  which  have  been  sacrificed  by  the  art- 
ful representations  of  the  man  who  purchased  from 
the  public  If  the  honorable  Secretary  has  recently 
transmitted  the  interest  of  the  Butch  kMm  to  Holland 
in  specie,  we  msy  be  assured  he  has  his  reasons  for  it ;. 
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and  it  will  require  all  your  ingenuity,  air,  to  demon- 
atrate  that  Albert  Gallatin,  who  haa  drained  the  coun- 
tij  of  hard  dollars  to  pay  them  into  the  handi'of  one 
of  the  Bonapartes,  would  have  been  a  proper  charac- 
ter to  fill  the  office  of  tbe  Secretary  of  State,  to  which 
be  aspired  !  I  am  not  fearful  of  contradiction  when  I 
affirm  that  he  did  this  act  contrary  to  the  inclinations 
of  the  President." 

This  publication  may  be  considered  as  making 
three  specific  charges:  1st.  That  this  officer  has 
itfade  use  of  the  puolic  funds,  while  at  his  dispo- 
sal, for  the  purpose  of  private  speculation ;  2d, 
That  by  artful  contrivances  he  has  procured  sales 
to  be  made  of  the  public  lands  for  the  purpose  of 
possessine  himself  of  them;  and,  3d,  That,  con- 
trary to  the  manifest  wishes  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  he  bas  endeavored  to  drain  the 
country  of  specie  for  the  purpose  of  placing  it  in 
the  hands  of  one  of  the  Bonapartes.  They  are 
aerious  charges,  whatever  may  be  the  source  of 
them,  and  it  is  proper  that  they  should  be  inves- 
tigated, that,  if  true^  the  officer  implicated  may 
be  punished;  and,  if  false,  that  his  innocence 
may  be  put  beyond  doubt.  In  proposing  this  in- 
Testigation  I  wish  it  to  be  understood,  that  I  am 
not  inclined  to  believe  these  charges.  I  can  nei- 
ther believe  nor  disbelieve,  for  I  have  no  ground 
foreither.  It  is  sufficient  to  induce  me  to  make 
an  investigation,  that  the  charges  are  publicly 
made.  If  this  would  be  my  opinion  in  ordinary 
cases,  I  am  more  strongly  induced  to  demand  the 
present  Investigation,  because,  hearing,  as  all  do, 
the  voice  of  public  rumor,  I  have  beard  (and  so 
frequently  as  to  induce  me  to  say  that  the  report 
is  current  through  the  nation)  that  the  publica- 
tion from  which  I  have  read  an  extract,  had  its 
origin  in  the  Department  of  State,  and  that  it 
comes  to  the  world  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
bead  of  that  department.  I  do  not  say  that  such 
18  the  fact ;  I  merely  state  that  such  a  rumor  is 
afloat,  and  will  spread  throus^h  the  nation.  And 
the  source  to  which  the  publication  is  ascribed 
will  tend  to  place  the  reputation  of  this  high 
officer  before  the  nation  in  such  a  light  that,  if 
innocent,  great  injustice  will  be  done  to  him.  I 
bope,  therefore,  an  investigation  will  be  made  to 
ascertain  the  truth.  I  enter  into  the  inquiry  with 
no  prejudice  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury. If  I  have  any  particular  impression,  as  I 
would  scippose  every  man  innocent  until  I  found 
bim  guilty,  1  am  under  the  opinion  that  the 
charges  are  not  well  founded.  Yet.  though  this 
is  my  impression,  1  must  confess  that  I  cannot 
bear  to  have  these  charges  circulating  in  this 
way,  and  not  desire  an  investigation  in  some 
way  which  shall  support  their  truth  or  prove 
them  baseless  calumnies.  With  this  view  I  have 
prepared  several  resolutions,  which  I  submit  to 
the  House : 

**  Rciohedt  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire generally  into  the  official  conduct  of  the  Secre- 
•aiy  of  the  Treasury,  and  particularly  whether  the 
mid  Secretary  has  at  any  time,  and  when,  and  in  what 
manner,  and  to  what  amount,  speculated  in  the  public 
fends. 

^  And  whether  the  said  Secretary  has  become  pro- 


prietor of  any,  and  what  tracts  of  land  sold  by  the 
United  States,  and  if  so,  how  the  sales  thereof  ha?e 
been  conducted. 

**  And,  also,  in  what  manner  remittances  either  of 
principal  or  interest  of  foreign  debt  have  been  mide^ 
and  whether  in  any,  and  what  cases,  contrary  to  the 
wishes  of  the  President,  as  to  the  amount  or  manner. 

"  And  that  the  said  committee  have  power  to  tend 
for  persons  and  papers." 

Mr.  Q.  said,  as  he  did  not  wish  to  take  the 
House  by  surprise,  he  would  not  now  ask  the 
consideration  of  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  McKiM  moved  that  the  House  now  coa- 
sider  them. 

The  motion  for.now  taking  them  up  was  agreed 
to  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  BoRWBLL  said  he  was  confident,  from  the 
evidence  which  presented  itself  on  the  very  face 
of  the  paper  which  had  been  quoted,  that  nothing 
could  be  more  groundless  than  the  charges  insiD- 
uated  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurf. 
How  was  it  possible  that  he  could  speculate  on 
the  public  lands,  the  prices  of  which  are  fixed  hj 
law,  and  the  patents  for  which  pass  through  ser- 
eral  offices  ?  It  was  utterly  impossible  that  he 
could  defraud  the  United  States  of  an  acre.  As 
to  the  accumulation  of  a  fortune  of  $200,000,  in 
what  way  could  he  have  done  it  by  the  aid  oi 
public  funds?  Are  there  not,  said  Mr.  B..aDDQal 
reports  from  the  Treasury  Department,  open  to 
the  inspection  of  this  House?  Everv  investiga* 
tion  made  has  proved  him  incorruptible  and  bon' 
est.  As  to  the  specie  sent  to  Holland,  it  is  well 
known  that  the  interest  and  some  part  of  the 
principal  of  the  Dutch  debt  annually  becomes 
due;  and  since  commerce  has  been  suspended 
there  have  been  no  effects  of  our  merchants  there 
and  it  has  been  diflScnlt,  if  not  impossible,  to  pur 
chase  bills  on  that  country.  The  fact  is  notori 
ous.  How,  then,  was  the  public  debt  to  be  paid ' 
If  bills  could  not  be  purchased,  specie  must  hi 
sent.  The  money  became  due,  aco,  if  we  wouh 
preserve  inviolate  our  faith  as  every  nation  ought 
we  must  send  specie  there.  One  remark  wa 
dropped  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  which 
I  confess,  appeared  to  me  verv  singular.  He  saii 
that  a  rumor  had  gjone  abroad  that  this  statemen 
derived  authenticity  from  the  sanction  of  th 
Secretary  of  State.  Is  it  possible,  sir,  to  suppos 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  would  so  far  descend 
that  he  would  degrade  himself  by  circulating,  i 
a  private  and  underhand  manner,  slander  againi 
a  man  who  acted  with  him  in  office  ?  Whatevi 
he  might  at  any  time  have  felt,  he  could  not  lea 
his  sanction  to  a  private  masked  attack  on  a^ 
man's  character.  It  is  utterly  impossible  that  ai 
ofiicer  of  the  United  States  could  so  far  fon 
every  claim  he  had  to  his  own  respect  as  to 
scend  to  such  conduct.  If  the  House  were 
adopt  paragraphs  from  the  public  prints,  and 
mors  of  the  day,  as  grounds  for  charges  agaii 
any  officers  of  the  Government,  bow  many  mi 
of  eminence  would  you  find  whose  characu 
have  not  through  theseTehicIes  been  impeacb< 
Have  not  our  papers  sunk  to  that  degrading  sti 
that  they  charge  the  most  incorruptible  men  wH 
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fnadalent  speculations?  I  coald  point  oat  nu- 
meroas  instances  of  men  belonginar  to  both  par- 
ties, who  are  honest  and  incorruptible,  who  have 
been  charged  with  the  most  shameless  pecula- 
tion. If  we  were  to  be  influenced  by  every  rumor 
which  finds  its  way  into  the  papers,  instead  of 
appoiDting  a  committee  to  examine  into  the  con- 
duct of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  we  should 
hare  to  appoint  a  committee  which  should  em- 
brace in  the  scope  of  its  inquiry  all  the  political 
characters  of  the  country. 

As  to  this  jpiece  which  has  appeared  in  a  Vir- 
ginia paper,  it  bears  its  contradiction  on  the  face 
of  it.  It  is  one  of  those  anonymous  papers,  daily 
published,  avowing  with  bolane ss,  without  fear- 
ing contradiction ;  the  writer  of  which  is  evi- 
dently ignorant  of  notorious  facts,  and  unac- 
quainted with  Treasury  transactions. 

I  should  myself  be  extremely  sorry  that  rumors 
of  this  kind  should  ever  produce  any  effect  on 
those  who  are  the  subject  of  them.  I  do  hope 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will,  while  he 
estimates  properly  the  purity  and  dignity  of  his 
own  character,  absolve  his  colleague  in  office 
from  an  imputation  so  Odious  as  that  attempted 
to  he  fixed  on  him.  No  man  who  has  a  regard 
forhisown  character,  would  suppose  that  a  gen- 
tleman placed  high  in  office  would  attempt  in 
this  claodestive  manner  to  destroy  his  reputation. 
I  bare  no  doubt  but  an  inquiry,  if  instituted, 
woold  terminate  in  a  manner  highly  honorable 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  and  there  can 
be  no  question  but  it  woold  be  impossible  to  pro- 
duce evidence  that  anv  officer  in  the  Government 
bas  been  so  far  forgetful  of  bimself,  and  the  dig- 
Bity  of  his  station,  as  to  conduct  himself  in  a 
Qanner  which  would  disgrace  him  forever  as  a 
man  of  honor.  Mr.  B.  concluded  bv  moving  to 
|»stjX)Qe  the  farther  consideration  of  the  subject 
aniii  to-morrow. 

Mr.  McKiM  was  opposed  to  a  delay  of  a  decis- 
ion 00  the  resolutions.  He  thought  the  House 
vonld  be  disgraced  by  an  inquiry  on  such  grounds. 
It  would  be  but  justice  to  themselves  to  show  the 
pablic  that  the  House  would  not  occupy  its  time 
with  such  frivolous  pursuits.  Gkntlemen  talked 
often  about  precedents.  The  adoption  of  this 
resolation  on  the  grounds  stated  by  the  mover, 
woold  be  one  of  tne  most  injurious  precedents. 
There  was  not  a  man  of  information  in  the  na- 
tion who  would  not  think  it  ridiculous.  He  hoped 
the  resolutions  would  be  promptly  decided  on. 

Mr.  Garoenier  said  he  did  not  himself  place 
^t  faith  in  these  charges ;  but  in  a  case  of  this 
fiod  the  House  could  not  be  too  desirous  to  sat- 
isfy the  public  mind.  An  investigation  into  them, 
if  false,  woold  tend  to  confirm  the  officer  in  the 
public  confidence.  It  was  in  the  nature  of  all 
charges  of  this  sort,  no  matter  by  whom  propa- 
gated, to  run  through  the  community,  until  there 
are  many  who  believe  them.  Mr.  G.  said  his 
principal  object  was  to  vindicate  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  The  only  question  was,  whe- 
ther the  House  would  evince  their  disbelief  of 
the  charges,  by  a  rejection  of  the  resolutions,  or, 
whether,  by  an  examination  into  the  subject,  they 


would  refute  them  understanding! y.  The  rejec- 
tion of  the  resolutions  would  be  an  evidence  of 
the  faith  of  the  House,  in  the  integrity  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  but  if  an  examina- 
tion was  made,  and  the  author  was  called  before 
the  committee  to  substantiate  his  charges,  the 
result  of  the  investigation,  if  favorable,  would  pro- 
duce a  conviction  to  every  mind.  For  himself| 
he  thought  the  House  could  not  be  too  careful, 
or  too  easer  to  prove  the  innocence  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  He  wished,  of  all  things, 
to  have  it  distinctly  understood,  that  he  did  not 
move  the  inquiry  under  the  impression  that  it 
would  result  in  the  conviction  or  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury ;  but  the  manner  and  style  in 
which  these  charges  had  been  announced,  oaade 
him  wish  that  all  the  departments  should  be  clear 
of  the  imputations  they  conveyed. 

Mr.  GHOLSoif  said  he  was  sorry  that  any  baae 
calumny,  which  must  be  despised  by  every  hon- 
est, virtuous,  and  enlightened  man  in  the  com- 
munity, should,  in  the  estimation  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  be  deemed  of  so  much  im- 
portance as  to  merit  an  examination  by  thisHouse. 
The  resolution  he  had  offered  was  very  extraor- 
dinary in  itself,  putting  out  of  view  the  improb- 
ability of  the  facts  into  which  it  proposed  to  in- 
quire. How  was  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the 
purchase  of  land  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, or  into  the  amount  or  nature  of  his  private 
property?  Countenancing  the  resolution  so  far 
as  to  permit  it  to  lie  on  the  table  would  be  mate- 
rially affecting  the  reputation  of  the  enlightened 
officer  who  presides  over  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. Would  it  be  presumed  by  the  people 
abroad  that  the  House  of  Representatives  would 
in  any  case  whatever  institute  an  inquiry  into  the 
conduct  of  one  of  the  highest  officers  of  the  Gbr- 
ernment,  unless  they  themselves  believed  there 
was  something  like  aoubt  as  to  his  integrity  ?  To 
express  anything  like  doubt  of  the  character  of  a 
man  is  essentially  to  injure  him.  I  ask  if  there 
be  any  man  in  the  House  who  even  doubts  on  the 
subject  ?  As  to  the  official  reports  of  this  officer, 
the  last  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  is  one  of  the  clearest,  ablest,  and  most 
explicit  State  papers,  that  graces  the  annals  of  the 
country.  The  circumstance  of  a  deficiency  of 
the  revenue  is  easily  accounted  for  without  at- 
taching any  blame  to  him,  when  it  is  considered 
that  for  one-half  the  year  the  embargo  cut  off  our 
revenue.  The  gentleman  who  moved  the  reso- 
lution must  himself  be  convinced  of  the  impro- 
priety of  instituting  an  inquiry  on  a  ground  in 
which  no  one  can  confide.  While  there  is  an 
enlightened  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in 
this  House  to  superintend  the  operations  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  there  can  be  no  probability 
of  any  misconduct  in  that  department  escaping 
inquiry.  While  I  believe  that  the  Secretary  <» 
the  Treasury  would  be  uninjured  by  any  inquiry, 
I  cannot,,  without  reason,  consent  to  institute  an 
inquiry.  If  the  House  investigate  such  charges, 
they  may  sit  the  whole  year  and  do  nothing  else ; 
for  not  a  day  passes  but  some  newspaper  brings 
I  a  new  slander  on  the  officers  of  Government 
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Secretary  of  the.  T^reatury^ 
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Mr.  Bdrwell  withdrew  bU  motion  to  postpone 
the  question. 

Mr.  Taylor  asked  what  these  resolutions  were, 
and,  according  to  the  scope  of  operation  which 
they  were  to  take,  what  did  they  involve  ?  The 
hign  attribute,  the  vindictive  prerogative  of  the 
House,  of  impeaching  public  officers.  Should  a 
subject  of  that  magnitude  be  trifled  with  ?  Should 
they,  for  newspaper  scrap,  make  use  of  it  ?  There 
is,  said  Mr.  T.,  a  principle  which,  it  appears  ta 
me,  ought  in  this  case  to  govern  every  gentleman 
on  this  floor,  viz :  that  such  an  inquir)^  ought  not 
to  be  sanctioned  unless  there  be  an  impression 
that,  that  inquiry  ought  to  be  made  for  tbe  purpose 
of  punishing  the  officer  in  question.  I  confess, 
when  the  motion  first  was  made,  the  high  opinion 
I  entertain  of  tbe  individual  involved  in  iL  my 
impression  of  his  being  immaculute,  would  nave 
induced  me  to  vote  tor  it,  for  a  reason  different 
from  its  object,  but  that  it  was  a  course  which  I 
n^ver  would  adopt,  but  at  the  request  of  tbe  party 
cpncerned.  I  at  first  was  inclined  to  vote  tor  it, 
b^use  I  knew  it  would  eventuate  in  clearing  the 
character  denounced  in  the  paper,  from  all  im- 
proper imputations.  That  is  not  the  purpose  of 
such  resolutions.  It  is  to  probe  guilt,  and  bring 
it  to  punishment.  We  are  not  here^  by  legislative 
aijta,  to  plaster  up  characters.  It  is  not  our  bu- 
sinessi  unless  the  o&cer  himself,  feeliaff  the  de- 
nunciations  made  to  rest  so  heavily  on  him,  that 
he  could  not  perform  the  duties  of  his  office  with 
advantajge  to  his  couatjy,  should  apply  to  the 
House  for  an  investigation.  I  will  not  e^rcise 
this  atti'ibute  to  clear  the  character  of  any  man» 
unless  he  himself  requires  it.  The  mover  of  the 
resolution  tells  you,  toat,  according  to  his  impres- 
sions, the  charge  LsacalpmDy,and  that  he  believes- 
an  investigation  will  eventuate  in  the  acquittal 
of  the  character  denounced.  Even  a  iusticeof 
th()  peace,  in  such  a  case  as  this,  woulq  say,  he 
could  not  proceed  to  examioe  a  person,  charged 
with  a  crime,  when  no  evidence  whatever  ap- 
peared against  him.  There  is  not  before  the  House 
a  tittle  of  testimony .  Shall  this  House  then  cheapen 
tl^e,hiffh  attribute  of  bringing  to  condign  punish- 
ment tbe  officers  of  the  nation  ?  The  House  can- 
not proceed  a  step  in  this  case.  No  gentleman 
i^ho  does  not  believe  in  the  guilt  of  th<$  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  can,  in  my  opinion,  with  any  pro- 
priety, vote  for  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr*  Smilie  said,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  tbe 
House  ought  to  act  at  once  on  the  resolution.  He 
wished,  sincerely,  that  the  matter  was  so  situated 
that  the  House  could  with  propriety  go  into  an 
investigation  of  the  public  cbaraqter  of  that  offi- 
cer. I  think,  said  Jnr.  S.,  that  I  may  say,  that 
there  is  not  a  man  in  the  United  S^tates  that  knows 
him  better  in  his  public,  or  in  his  private  capacity 
than  myself.  If  the  most  distant  suspicion  rested 
op  my  mind  of  any  foundation  for  the  charges,  I 
wx)ula  instantly  move  an  impeachment^  and  pro- 
ceed regularly  with  tbe  matter.  This  iQ({uiry  is 
proposed  on  such  a  ground  as  never  legislative 
body  actedon  before— an  anonymous  puUication. 
If  tbe  House  institutes  an  inquuy  on  such  ground, 
it  puts  itself  in  th^  power  of  every  calumniator 


who  can  wield  a  pen.  Is  this  the  first  instance  Id 
which  the  highest  characters  in  the  Goveromeot 
have  been  assailed  ?  How  many  calumnies 
were  heaped  on  the  late  President  of  the  United 
States !  Is  it  not  known  to  the  House  that  at 
this  very  day  it.  is  said  in  the  public  papers  that 
the  President  has  in  his  possession  a  treaty  with 
France  which  he  dare  not  show  ?  Why  then 
should  this  calumny  be  selected  for  ejuiminatioo? 
If  it  was  possible  to  bring  to  punishment  the  vile 
author  of  it,  I  would  agree  to  it ;  as  it  b  a  serious 
and  flagrant  libel ;  but  that  is  out  of  our  power. 
The  grand  objection  to  this  course,  howe?er,  is, 
that  I  can  see  no  end  to  it.  If  there  be  a  gentle- 
man  in  the  House  who  thinks  it  possible  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  can  be  guilty,  he  will 
vote  for  the  resolution.  On  the  other  haad,ade* 
cided  negative  will  check  the  calumny  at  once. 

Mr,  Johnson  said  he  could  not  permit  the 
question  to  be  taken  without  expressing  his  opin- 
ion in  relation  to  it.    As  to  the  individual  impli- 
cated in  this  motion,  said  Mr.  J.,  I  am  attached  to 
him  from  a  consideration  of  his  merit  and  of  the 
services  he  has  done  to  his  country,  and  for  no 
other  reasons,  having  but  little  personal  acquaint- 
ance with  him.    This  is.no t  the  nrst  charge  which 
had  been  made  against  this  great  and  good  ipaa 
and  valuable  officer.    I  have  heretofore  smiled 
with  contempt  upon  those^iublications^  engendered 
by  malice,  and  nave  felt  pity  for  their  misguided 
authors.    The  people  of  thus  nation  know  the 
man.    The  persecution  of  all  good  men,  as  of 
Aristides  and  Socrates,one  of  whom  was  banished 
and  the  other  put  to  death,  for  their  virtues,  gives 
occasion  to  those  who  know  them  to  erect  mos- 
uments  to  their  glory.    This  will  be  tbe  effect  of 
the  persecution  of  this  man,  whose  reputation  is 
untarnished — even  the  geptleman  who  moved  the 
resolution  does  not  think  his  character  impeach- 
able.   As  to  clearing  his  fame,  Mr.  J.  said  it  was 
not  necessary  to  institute  an  inquiry  to  clear  his 
fame  from  inaputfitions  which  must  be  as  impo- 
tent against  him  as  the  waters  of  the  ocean  against 
the  rock  of  Qibralter.    The  memory  of  his  paui- 
otic  exertions  would  live  as  lo^^  as  the  world. 
He  did  not  rise  to  eulogize  this  officer,  but  he  must 
give  his  feeble  testimony  in  favor  of  the  man  who 
had  sacrificed  his  time,  and  perhaps  his  comforts, 
to  the  service  of  his  country.    And  was  his  fame 
to  be  impeached  by  an  anonymous  writer?    It 
was  impossible  he  should  be  guilty  of  the  charges  | 
it  was  not  within  him,  whose  character,  bright  as 
the  jewel  of  virtue  itself,  the  more  it  was  exam* 
ined,  the  more  brilliant  it  would  appear.    And 
this  rumor  was  sanctioned — by   wnora  ?      H< 
would  not  believe  that  the  Secretary  of  State  ha(| 
given  tbe  weight  of  his  n<ime  to  sucn  charges,  ao^ 
would  not  credit  public  lumor  on  this  point  an) 
more  than  in  the  charges  against  the  Secretar] 
of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  FiNnLGY  was  for  an  immediate  decisioi 
on  the  resolutions.  He  would  not  eulogize  thi 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  but  he  gave  do  credi 
to  the  newpaper  paragraphs ;  and  made  some  ob 
servations  going  to  show  that  they  were  destitut 
even  of  plausibility. 
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Secretary  of  the  Tre€uury* 


H.  OF  R. 


Mr.  Ross  coofessed  he  had  some  doubts  as  to 
the  course  proper  to  be  pursued.  If  the  political 
frieDds  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had 
broaght  forward  the  motioa,  he  should  have  no 
iesiuuoo  what  coarse  to  pursue ;  but  whea  the 
political  eoemies  of  a  man  undertook  to  be  the 
guardians  of  his  repatattoo,  the  coarse  proper  to 
be  parsued  was  rendered  much  more  doubtful. 
NoibiDjg;  could  sooner  destroy  the  reputattoo  of  a 
mao  wiih  his  party  than  for  his  eDemies  to  become 
the  guardiaos  of  it.  He  had  seen  in  papers  pro- 
fessiog  democratic  principles  publications  against 
tliis  man— and  would  it  not  be  asked  bv  the  people, 
iftbe  course  proposed  was  pursued,  if  tne  Secretary 
oftbeTreasary  had  not  changed  his  principles? 
While  bis  political  enemies  are  so  careful  of  his 
repotatioD,  why  are  they  not  equally  careful  of 
the  reputation  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  who  has 
be«a  equally  abused  by  the  writer  under  the  siff- 
utore  of  Fhilolaos  or  Mutius  ?  Mr.  R.  made 
fanber  observations  going  io  show  that  if  inquiry 
wu  made  in  one  case, it  ought  in  the  other.  He 
was  opposed  to  the  passage  of  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  HsLMB  moved  to  reject  the  resolutions ; 
bm  iJie  motion  was  declared  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  MACOMsaid  that  as  to  himself  he  felt  satis- 
fied tbat  Done  of  these  very  serious  cbarses  could 
be  supported  aeainst  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sory.  This  belief  was  founded  upon  the  opinion 
lie  eotertaioed  of  the  moral  character  of  the  man. 
He  believed  the  investigation  could  only  tend  to 
raise  the  reputation  of  that  man  in  the  nation. 
Uoder  this  belief  he  could  have  no  hesitation  in 
roiiog  for  the  inquirv.    But,  said  Mr.  M.,  if.con- 
snry  to  my  sincere  belief,  he  should  be  guilty  of 
tbe  charges  alleged  against  him,  let  him  share 
■be  fate  of  the  guilty.    I  was  not  in  the  House 
yben  the  resolution  was  moved,  and  do  not  there- 
fo^Qow  the  ground  of  the  motion,  but  it  is 
wfeot  for  me  that  the  gentleman  who  made 
'iie  motion  thinks  himself  authorized  to  do  it.  No 
aaneroQ  what  information  he  deemed  it  his  duty 
to  make  the  motion,  I  for  one  am  willing  he  should 
^  gratified.    Honest v  and  plain  dealing  have 
aotbiogto  fear.    An  honest  man  may  be  calum- 
oiaied,  but  time  will  put  down  the  calumny,    k 
ns  impossible  that  some  of  the  charges  could 
iare  foaodation  in  fact ;  but  he  was  willing  to 
iaquire  into  them.    If  the  Secreury  of  the  Trea- 
^ory  was  his  own  brother,  if  he  were  his  father, 
2Qd  an  inquiry  was  asked  into  his  conduct,  he 
would  grant  it*     When  the  second  Secretary  of 
tbe  Treasury  went  out  of  office  he  had  asked  an 
inquiry  into  his  conduct,  which  was  granted. 
Passing  these  resolutions  would  only  be  doin^  the 
^mt  io  relation  to  the  present  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  as  was  done  in  relation  to  the  former. 
Could  anything  be  a  greater  triumph  to  a  man 
placed  in  the  situation  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  than  for  those  opposed  to  him  to  declare 
bim  innocent  ?    He  hoped  the  motion  would  be 
agreed  to ;  and  had  no  doubt  such  would  be  the 
itsult  of  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  Bibb  regretted  exceedingly  the  determina- 
^  the  gentiemao  from  North  Carolina  had  ex* 
pKssed  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  resolutions,  and  he 


was  confident  the  gentleman  would  not  have 
come  to  the  same  determination  if  he  had  heard 
the  remarks  which  preceded  and  followed  the 
motion.  It  was  not  a  charge  made  by  a  member 
of  the  House  \  on  the  contrary,  the  member  mak^ 
ing  the  motion  declar^  his  disbelief  of  the  charge. 
What,  said  Mr.  B..  would  be  the  consequence,  in 
relation  to  the  public  mind,  of  pursuing  the  in* 
quiry  under  these  circumstances?  Do  we  not 
every  day  see  the  basest  calumnies  in  the  public 
prints,  not  only  against  the  Heads  of  Departments' 
but  ajzainst  this  House  ?  Has  not  the  LegisUtore 
of  a  State  (Massachusetts)  declared  that  the  men'  - 
sures  of  a  majority  of  this  House  are  adopted  in 
subservience  to  Napoleon  ?  Is  it  not  as  importaac 
that  the  Representatives  of  the  people  shoald^ 
stand  fair  belore  the  people  as  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  should  stand  fair  before  this  House? 
Do  we  not  every  day  see  charges  made  in  the 
public  prints  against  individuals  in  the  Govern- 
ment wi  thout  insti  tuti  ng  inqu  iries  into  them  ?  Now 
I  ask,  if  we  institute  an  inquirv  in  this  ease  and 
not  in  others,  whether  we  shall  not  be  giving  at 
least  presumptive  evidence  against  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  ?  It  appears  to  me  that  the  best 
way  to  vindicate  the  character  of  this  officer  from 
the  aspersions  levelled  at  it,  is  to  give  as  strong  a 
vote  as  we  can  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Holland  said  there  was  no  testimony  be- 
fore the  House  to  induce  them  to  raise  a  commit- 
tee on  this  subject.  If  any  member  would  pro- 
duce any,  or  state  that  he  had  grounds  to  believe 
he  could,  in  support  of  the  charge^  then  and  then 
only  should  a  committee  be  appomted. 

Mr.  QuiNCT  said  that  mere  rumor  or  newspaper 
paragraphs  he  did  not  deem  a  fit  ground  for  in- 
quiry by  the  Hoose,  unless  they  came  in  such  a 
ihape  as  to  raise  reasonable  ground  of  suspicion. 
For  this  reason  he  was  unwilling  to  pass  tne  re»- 
olution.  At  the  same  time  he  suggested  that 
whatever  was  done,  it  should  not  be  done  under 
the  influence  of  instant  passion ;  and  thought,  if 
the  Secretary  himself  were  on  the  floor,  he  woald 
wish  a  decision  delayed. 

Mr.  Stanford  declared  that  he  should  vote  for 
the  motion,  on  the  general  principle  of  making  an 
inquiry  whenever  wished  for  by  a  member.  He 
quoted  the  Journals  to  show  instances  of  cases 
which  he  deemed  similar.  He  thought  a  post- 
ponement of  the  decision  on  the  motion  would 
give  further  time  for  reflection,  and  therefore 
moved  a  postponement  of  it  till  to-morrow. 

The  motion  for  postponement  was  negatived . 
by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Dana  said  that  if  the  question  had  bee 
put  for  the  rejection  of  the  motion,  he  should  cer- 
tainly have  voted  against  it,  but  the  question  of 
adoption  was  essentially  different.  He  did  not 
conceive  an  anonymous  publication  in  a  newt- 
paper  sufficient  ground  for  an  inquiry  by  the- 
House ;  and,  that  beingr  ail  the  ground  asigned  for 
the  resolution,  he  should  vote  against  it. 

Mr.BoYoandMr.  Socthard  also  spoke  against 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Gardsnxer  again  sfwke  in  support  of  the 
resolutions.    He  could  not  say  that  he  believed 


U2S 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1424 


H.  OF  R. 


Propositions  to  Belligerents,  <f  c. 


February.  1810. 


cike  charges,  but  he  coald  not  conceive  that  charges 
■  86  «pecincaliy  stated,  and  by  so  able  a  writer, 
"Were  the  result  of  profligacy  and  wholly  without 
foundation.  An  inquiry  could  do  no  harm ;  and 
'  the  charges  might  b«  well  founded.  Who  would 
have  suspected  the  great  Bacon,  or  who  Lord 
Melville,  before  their  peculation  was  proved  ?  If 
Che  House  did  not  now  investigate  it,  he  thought 
they  would  soon  be  called  upon  to  do  it.  The 
smoke  would  not  appear  in  so  many  different 
places  together,  unlev  there  were  somewhere  a 
latent  combustion.  The  volcano  never  emitted 
smoke  hut  when  fire  raged  within.  There  must 
be  some  foundation  for  these  rumors. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
iras  then  taken,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Tbas— Howell  Cobb,  William  Ely,  Barent  Gar- 
'^ener,  Edwin  Gray,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Richard  Stan- 
«»rd,  and  Ezekiel  Whitman^-17. 

Nats— -Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Wil- 
liam Anderson,  Esekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Barwell 
Baisett,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  Daniel  BlaisdeU,  Adam 
Boyd^  James  Breckenridge,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun, 
John  Campbell,  William  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditus 
Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Henry  Crist,  Richard 
Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Joseph  Desha,  James  Emott, 
William  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  S.  Garland, 
Thomas  Gholson,  jr.,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  William 
Helms,  James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Huf- 
ty,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Matthews,  Ar- 
chibald McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
Pleasant  M.  Miller,  William  Milnor,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
ley,  Gordon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Nevrton,  John  Nicholson,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothv 
Pitkin,  inn.,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R. 
Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  R«a  of  Pennsylvania  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane, 
Erastus  Root,  John  Ross,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sam- 
mons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Sey- 
bert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri 
Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  J  abez  Upham,  Nicholas 
Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Robert  Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton,  Robert 
Whitehill,  James  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
Witherspoon. — 106. 

PROPOSITIONS  TO  BELLIGERENTS,  Ac. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  House  of  R^esentatives  of  the  United  Statee : 
I  transmit  reports  of  the  Secretaries  of  State  and  of 
the  Treasury,  complying  with  your  resolution  of  the 
6tb  instant  JAMES  MADISON. 

FSBBUABT  17, 1810. 

DspAaTXBiTT  or  Stats,  Feb,  14.  1810. 
Agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, of  the  5th  instant,  requesting  the  President 


of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  House 
copies  of  the  several  communications  made  to  the  Gov- 
emments  of  France  and  Great  Britain  in  pursuance  ol 
the  authorities  vested  by  Congress  in  the  Executive, 
with  respect  to  the  several  ordeis  and  decrees  of  eithei 
violating  the  lawful  commerce  and  neutral  rights  of  the 
United  States,  except  such  parts  as  may,  in  bis  judg- 
ment, require  secrecy;  ana  also  to  communicate  tc 
the  same  House  such  information  as  he  may  liave  re- 
ceived touching  the  forgery  of  papers  purporting  to  be 
those  of  American  vessels,  the  Secretary  of  State  hsi 
the  honor  of  laying  before  the  President  the  following 
papers,  viz : 

1.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Smith,  Secretary  ol 
State,  to  General  Armstrong,  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  dated  March  15,  1809. 

2.  Copy  of  a  note  from  General  Armstrong  to  Count 
Champagny,  Minister  of  Exterior  Relations  at  PariF, 
dated  29th  April,  1809. 

3.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Pink- 
ney.  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at 
London,  dated  March  15tfi,  1809. 

4th.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr. 
Smith,  dated  May  1,  1809. 

A.  Extracts  of  a  letter  from  John  M.  Forbes,  Consol 
of  the  United  States  at  Hamburg,  to  Mr.  Madison, 
Secretaiy  of  Stete,  dated  18th  November,  1807. 

B.  Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Lee,  Commercial 
Agent  of  the  United  States  at  Bordeaux,  to  the  same^ 
dated  November  1,  1808. 

C.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hackley,  Consul  of  the 
United  States  at  St.  Lucar,  to  Mr.  Smith,  dated  Cadis, 
23d  March,  1809. 

D.  Sundry  original  documents  belonging  to,  and 
concerning  the  ship  Aurora,  of  New  York. 

E.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Harris,  Consul  o\ 
the  United  States  at  St  Petersburg,  to  Mr.  Smith.  date<J 
25th  October,  1809,  covering  certain  papers  belonging 
to  the  ship  called  the  Georgia,  of  New  York. 

F.  Extracts  of  a  letter  from  John  M.  Forbea,  dated 
November  7, 1809,  to  Mr.  Smith,  covering  the  ^^ed 
sea-letter  of  the  ship  Arno,  of  Boston,  dated  Au^iil 
21st,  1809 ;  also  a  letter  of  the  same  date,  signed  Ste- 

Khen  Higginson  and  company,  to  Captain  Williaa 
[empton. 

G.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  William  Kirkpatrick, 
Consul  of  the  United  Sutes  at  Malaga,  to  Mr.  Smith, 
dated  November  25,  1809. 

It  may  be  proper  moreover  to  state,  that  various  othei 
communications  have  been  received  at  this  Department 
from  the  agents  of  the  United  States  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, which  mention  thst  the  practice  prevails  of  for 
ging  American  ships  pi^Mrs  and  documents ;  but  ai 
they  do  not  afford  any  details,  they  are  not  include<f 
in  this  report,  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

R.  SMITH. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Gen 
eral  Armstrong,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  th< 
United  States  at  Paris,  dated. 

**  DspABTXXKT  or  Statb,  March  15,  1809.- 
**  The  proceedings  of  Congress  at  their  late  session 
combined  with  the  Executive  communications,  afford' 
ing,  as  they  do,  additional  proofs  of  the  pacific  dispo^ 
sition  of  this  Government,  and  of  its  strict  observance 
of  whatever  the  laws  of  neutrality  require,  you  will  no( 
&il  to  avail  yourself  of  the  just  srguments  thence  de< 
ducible  in  urging  the  equitable  claims  of  the  United 
Stetes.    The  1, 2, 3, 4, 1 1,  and  17th  sections  of  the  ad 
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ioterdicdag  our  oommereial  iDtereoone  with  Great 
BriUiB  and  France,  will,  in  that  view,  claim  your  at^ 
tention,  and  eapecially  the  1 1th  section,  authorising  the 
Executive  to  renew  our  commerce  with  the  nation 
vithdrawiog  the  operation  of  its  illegal  edicts.  And 
joa  will  be  careful  to  let  it  be  understood  that  the  au- 
thoritj  thus  vested,  will,  of  course,  be  exercised  in  the 
event  stated  in  the  law.'* 

General  Armstrong  to  Count  Champagny. 

**  Pabis,  AjMril  29,  1800. 

**  The  undersigned  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States,  has  the  honor  of  presenting  to  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Minister  of  Exterior  Relations,  the  enclosed 
copj  of  a  law  recently  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
Union. 

'*Tbi8  law,  as  may  be  been  by  the  several  provisions 
of  it,  has  been  forced  upon  them  by  the  extraordinary 
ciicumBtaoces  of  the  times,  and  is  to  be  regarded  as  an 
act  of  precaution,  taken  with  the  view  only  of  protect- 
ing their  own  property  and  rights,  and  of  once  more 
appealing  to  the  interest  and  justice  of  those  who  would 
dutoib  or  destroy  them. 

"  Yoor  Excellency  may  be  assured,  that  as  nothing 
has  given  more  disquietude  to  the  United  States  than 
the  Decrasity  which  has  impelled  them  to  the  adoption 
of  tbi«  measure,  so  nothing  will  g^ve  them  more  satis- 
&ction  than  to  see  that  necessity  cease.  It  is  in  the 
i^rit  and  sincerity  of  this  declaration,  that  the  unde^- 
flfned  is  instructed  to  add,  that  any  interpretation  of 
tiie  Imperial  decrees  of  the  twenty-first  of  November, 
1806,  and  seventeenth  of  December  1807,  which  shall 
have  the  eflect  of  leaving  unimpaired  the  maritime 
lighta  of  the  Union,  will  be  instantaneously  followed 
hf  a  revocation  of  the  present  act,  and  a  re-establish- 
aent  of  the  ordinary  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  two  countries. 

"I  ofier  your  Excellency,  dbc. 

"  JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

''His  Excellency  Count  Chaxfaont.  " 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Wil- 
luffl  Pinkney,  Esq.,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  in  London,  dated  Department  of  State, 
March  15,  1809. 

''The proceedings  of  Congress  at  their  late  session, 
(cabined  with  the  Executive  communications,  affi>rding 
81  they  do  additional  proofs  of  the  pacific  deposition 
of  thia  Government,  and  of  its  strict  observance  of  what^ 
^a  the  laws  of  neutrality  require,  you  will  not  fiul  to 
aTiil  yourself  of  the  just  arguments  thence  deducible 
^  urging  the  equitable  claims  of  the  United  Sutes. 
The  Iflt.  2d,  3d,  4th,  11th,  and  17th  sections  of  the  act 
mterdicting  our  commercial  intercourse  with  Great 
Britain  ind  France,  will,  in  that  view,  claim  your  at- 
tention, and  especially  the  eleventh  section,  authorizing 
^  Executive  to  renew  our  conunerce  with  the  nation 
vithdnwisg  the  operation  of  its  illegsl  edicts.  And 
ytm  will  be  careful  to  let  it  be  understood,  that  the  au- 
^ority  thus  vested,  will  of  course  be  exercised  in  the 
t^m  auted  in  the  law." 

Extracts  from  a  letter  of  Mr.  Pinkney,  Minister  Plen- 
ipotenUaiy  of  the  United  States,  at  London,  to  Mr. 
^th.  Secretary  of  State,  dated. 

«  LoKDoir,  Mdv  1,  1809. 
.  ^'Upon  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  15th  of  March, 
U  bewae  my  obvious  duty  to  ask  a  conference  with 


Mr.  Canning.  It  took  place  accordingly  on  Monday 
the  17th  of  April." 

**  With  a  view  to  do  justice  to  the  character  and  ten« 
dency  of  the  law  of  the  first  of  March,  I  called  the  at- 
tention of  Mr.  Canning  in  &  particular  manner  to  the 
11th  section,  which  provides  for  the  renewal  of  oom« 
mercial  intercourse  with  the  Power  revoking  or  so  mod- 
ifying its  edicts  as  they  should  cease  to  violate  the 
neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  obe- 
dience to  my  instruction  I  assured  him  that  the  author- 
ity vested  in  the  President  to  proclaim  such  revocation 
or  modification,  would  not  fail  to  be  exercised  as  the 
case  occurred." 

**  I  entered  into  a  minute  explanation  of  the  law  of 
the  first  of  March,  and  in  the  course  of  it  availed  my- 
self of  every  inducement  of  interest  which  it  could  be 
supposed  to  furnish  to  this  Government  to  retract  its 
Orders  in  Council,  and  of  the  proofii  with  which  -it 
abounds  of  the  sincere  desire  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment to  caltivate  peace  and  friendship  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, even  while  it  was  repeating  what  it  deemed  en- 
croachments and  injuries,  the  most  pemidpus  and 
alarming." 

TmsAsuBT  DvPAMTMiVT,  Feb.  16,  1810. 

Sim :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  statement  trans- 
mitted by  the  Collector  of  Boston,  in  relation  to  the 
ship  Amo,  which  entered  Tonningen  with  a  forged 
sea-letter. 

Exclusively  of  the  cases  respecting  forged  marina 
papers  which  have  from  time  to  time  been  communi- 
cated by  the  Department  of  State,  one  only  has  coma 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  Treasury,  the  particulars  of 
which  are  explained  by  the  enclosed  letter  from  the  Col- 
lector of  New  York,  and  the  papers  accompanying  the 
samd. 

I  haYe  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  PmxsiDxirT  of  the  United  States. 

The  above  documents,  and  others  accompany- 
ing the  Message,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Tubs  DAT,  February  20. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hoase  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmittine 
an  abcount  of  sales  of  public  arms,  as  authorized 
by  the  act  of  the  second  of  April,  1808;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  ameod- 
ments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  revive  an  act,  entitled  *  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  refugees  from  the  British  Provinces  of  Canada 
and  Nova  Scotia,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"^«l»d^ 
the  same  being  twice  read,  were  concurred  m  by 
the  House. 

Re9otved^  That  this  House  do  concur  in  the  title 
amended  by  the  Senate,  to  read  as  follows :  *'  An 
act  further  to  provide  tor  the  refugees  from  the 
British  Provinces  of  Canada  aud  Nova  Scotia, 
and  for  other  purposes." 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  prescribe  the  mode  in  which  application  shall 
be  made  for  the  purchase  of  land  at  the  several 
land  offices;  and  for  the  relief  of  Joab  Garret:" 
and  the  same  being  twice  read,  were  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 
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The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Commiuee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Nary  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  1810.  The  bill  was  reported  with  ser- 
eral  amendments  thereto ;  which  were  read,  aod 
concurred  in  by  the  Hoose« 

Orderly  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed;  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  appropriation  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  year  1810.  The  bill  was 
reported  with  several  amendments  thereto ;  which 
were  twice  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House, 
apd  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  (Missed  a  bill,  entitled  *^  An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Gbvemment,  during  the  year  1810,"  with  amend- 
mentsi ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  providing  for  the  third  census,  or  enumeration 
oC  toe  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  together 
with  the  amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  to  the  same ;  and  the  said  amend- 
ments being  a^ain  twice  read,  were  in  part  con- 
curred in,  and  m  part  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Bibb,  the  said  bill  was  fur- 
ther amended  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Peter  Landais,  in  relation  to  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  his  petition;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


WEDNEfiOAT,  Febraary  21. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  William  Weymouth;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  MoRBow  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  the 
Grovernor,  Judges,  and  Secretary,  of  the  Illinois 
Territory,  referred  on  the  seventh  instant ;  which 
was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
oueht  not  to  be  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Quincy, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  the  ancient  public  records 
and  archives  of  the  United  States,  with  authority 
to  consider  whether  any,  and  what,  provision  be 
necessary  for  a  more  sale  and  orderly  preservation 
of  them,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  other- 
wise. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Quincy,  Mr.  Van  Horn, 
and  Mr.  Swoope,  be  appointed  a  committee,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution. 

Mr.  Montgomery  moved  for  the  printing  of  two 
papers  contained  in  the  Message  yesterday  re- 
ceived from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 


viz :  a  copy  of  a  genuine  clearanee  by  the  New 
York  cnstom-house  to  Captain  Grardner,  of  the 
ship  Jane,  showing  that  he  had  sailed  from  that 
port  for  Liverpool  with  cotton,  flour,  stave?,  and 
boards;  and  copies  of  forged  documents  produced 
by  Captain  Gardner  of  the  ship  Jane,  at  Amster- 
dam, in  order  to  obtain  admission  there  as  if  he 
had  arrived  with  a  cargo  of  sofi^ar  from  New  York, 
the  drawback  papers  of  which  were  also  fomd, 
intended  to  prove  that  the  sugar  was  not  of  Brit- 
ish origin.    Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Gold,  from  the  committee  appointed  oa 
the  seventeenth  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  to  author- 
ize the  Secretary  of  War  to  ascertain  and  settle, 
by^  the  appointment  of  Commissioners,  the  exte- 
rior line  of  the  public  land  at  West  Point,  with 
the  adjoining  proprietor;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  supnort  of  Grovern- 
ment,  durin^r  the  year  1310:"  Whereopon.  the 
said  bill  and  amendments  were  recoaioucted  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  approprtauons  for 
the  Navy  of  the  United  Sutea,  for  the  year  1810, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  P.  B.  Poster  presented  a  remonstrance 
and  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  expressive  of  their  approba- 
tion of  the  form  of  Government  existing  in  said 
Territory,  and  praying,  under  their  present  system 
of  Government,  to  be  allowed  to  elect  and  send 
a  Delegate  to  Congress. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

An  engrossed  hill  making  appropriations  for  the 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  dur- 
ing the  year  1810,  was  read  the  third  time. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  the  third  cen- 
sus, or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  vrhs  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BATTURE  AT  NEW  ORLEANS. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Edward  Livingston,  expressing  his  desire 
of  a  speedy  determination  with  respect  to  his 
claim  to  the  batture  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  j 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bibb,  that  the  Honsc 
do  come  to  the  following  resolutions: 

Hesolvedt  That  the  interest  in,  or  title  to,  the  battux^ 
fronting  the  suburb  St  Mary,  in  the  city  of  New  Ot< 
leans,  which  may  have  vested  in  the  United  States  h% 
the  treaty  of  cession  between  the  United  States  an2 
France,  concluded  at  Paris  the  thirtieth  of  April,  on< 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  be  transferred  to 
and  vested  in,  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New  Or 
leans,  so  far  as  to  enable  said  Coiporation  to  delenc 
any  suit  or  action  which  may  be  instituted  for  the  re 
coveiy  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  said  batture,  in  an] 
court  having  competent  power  and  jurisdiction  to  heai 
and  determine  the  same ;  and  if  no  suit  or  action  shal 
be  instituted  and  prosecoted  to  final  judgment  or  de 
cree,  within  —  yean^  all  individual  claim,  right,  oi 
title,  to  the  said  hatture,  shall  theneefi»rth  be  fisreve 
barred. 
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Jietehed,  Thai  the  nid  btttore  ■hall  be  oeed  and 
enjojed  m  a  public  highway  and  landing  places  as  well 
bj  the  cttixens  of  the  United  Btatee  aa  the  inhahitanta 
of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  who  shall  continue  to  use  and 
eojoy  the  right  of  digging  and  carrying  earth  from  the 
saidbattore  for  making  and  repairing  public  streets  and 
lerees  and  other  purposes,  which  they  were  accustomed 
to  ue  and  ei^oy  under  the  late  Spanish  Government. 

A  motiott  was  made  by  Mr.  Bibb,  that  the  said 
resolutions  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  (he 
Whole  to  whom  is  committed  sundry  papers  io 
relation  to  the  said  batture. 

A  di?isioD  of  the  questiou  to  refer  the  said  res- 
olotioD  was  ealled  for :  Oo  which,  the  question 
was  taken  to  refer  the  first  of  the  resolutions  to 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  and  resolved 
in  the  affirmatiTe. 

The  question  was  then  t«ken  upon  the  reference 
of  the  second  resolution,  and  resolved  in  theaffir- 
mitive. 

WILLIAM  WEYMOUTH. 

Mr.  NewToif  made  a  detailed  report  of  facts 
relating  to  the  case  of  William  Weymouth;  which 
wasread,and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  petitioner  states  that,  on  or  about  the  year  1803, 
Mrs.  Lucy  Bedford,  widow  and  Executrix  of  James 
Bedford,  deceased,  of  Henrico  county,  in  the  State  of 
Virginia,  authorized  the  petitioner  to  apprehend  a  ne- 
gro man,  named  Oliver,  belonging  to  the  estate  of  the 
said  James  Redlbrd,  deceased,  and  who  was  supposed 
Is  be  living  in  New  York.  The  petitioner  states,  that 
ke  foond  the  said  slave  in  New  York,  that  he  had  him 
ippiehended,  and  proved,  to  the  satisQustion  of  Jacob 
Ddamontagnie,  one  of  the  juatiees  of  the  police  offlee, 
ia  the  aaid  city  of  New  York,  thai  Oliver  wee  a  fagi- 
tife  liave,  on  which  be  was  eommitted  to  the  custody 
of  the  keeper  of  Bridewell ;  thatt  on  or  about  the  3d 
«f  March,  1809,  the  aaid  alave  was  delivered  to  him,  to 
be  ranoved  to  bis  owner,  residing  in  Virginia  aibre^d. 
The  petitioner  farther  statea,  that,  at  the  time  last  men-' 
tioned,  he  was  master  of  the  schooner  Weymouth,  bound 
from  New  York  to  Richmond,  and  that  he  took  the 
thre  on  board,  for  the  purpoee  aforementioned,  and 
■et  sail  for  Richmond ;  but  that,  before  he  cleared  the 
bsibor  of  New  York,  two  persons  came  on  board,  one 
of  whom  was  a  deputy  sheriff,  and,  by  force  or  virtue 
of  t  real  or  pretended  authority,  took  the  said  slave 
fioffl  the  vessel,  and  carried  him  back  to  the  city. 

The  petitioner  further  states,  that  he  has  been  ar- 
retted, at  the  suit  of  the  United  States,  and  one  Isaac 
Sherman,  in  an  action  of  debt  for  the  penalty  of  one 
tfaooaand  dollars,  for  not  having,  previous  to  the  de- 
parture of  the  sdiooner  from  the  port  of  New  York, 
Bude  out  and  subscribed  duplicate  manifests  of  having 
sQch  slave  on  board,  according  to  the  directions  of  the 
ninth  section  of  the  sett  entitled  ''An  act  to  prohibit 
the  impertation  of  slaves  into  any  port  or  place  within 
the  jmiadiction  of  the  United  States,  from  and  after 
the  firtt  day  of  January,  in  the  year  1808." 

The  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufcctures 
de  not  hcsitete  to  decide  in  fsvor  of  the  petitioner.  It 
is  a  case  dearly  made  one ;  it  is  in  evesy  respect  entitled 
to  the  same  relief  which  was  granted  to  Levin  Jones^ 
this  seesion  of  Congiesst  As  the  cases  are  aimilar  in 
piincipley  though  Offering  in  circumstancesy  the  com- 
nuttee  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  report  made  In  iavor  of 


Levin  Jones,  and  solicit  that  it  may  be  taken  as  a  part 
of  this  report. 

The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  foU 
lowing  resolution : 

JUsolved,  That  leave  be  given  to  report  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  William  W.  Weymouth. 

FOREIGN  LICENSES  TO  TRADE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  deprire,  in  certain  cases, 
vessels  of  their  American  character,  dtc. 

The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Fisk  to  author- 
ize the  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  to  bring 
into  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  vessels  viola* 
tine  this  law,  was  agreed  to,  53  to  31. 

Some  debate  took  place  on  the  details  of  the 
bill,  but  no  further  amendment  was  made,  before 
the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  again. 


Tburbdat,  February  2I& 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Postmaster  Gkneral,  enclosing  his  re* 
port  of  such  a  system  as  will  enable  the  House 
to  comprise  into  one  the  several  laws  which  are  - 
now  in  force  respecting  the  post  offices  and  post 
roads  within  the  United  Slates,  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  of  the  28th  of  June  last ;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  Bassbtt,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Na- 
val Establishment  of  the  United  States,  made  a 
farther  report,  in  part ;  which  was  read,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whom 
is  committed  the  bill  in  relation  to  pensions  and 
rations  of  the  officers  of  the  Navy. 

FOREIGN  INTERCOURSE. 

Mr.  Upbam  stated  that  when  the  bill  makins^ 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government 
was  before  this  House,  he  had  voted  in  favor  of 
the  appropriations  for  the  expenses  of  foreign  in- 
tercourse ;  but,  in  so  doing,  he  had  kept  in  view 
his  Constitutional  right  of  inquiring  how  the 
moneys  heretofore  appropriated  had  been  applied. 
For  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information  on  the 
subject,  he  moved  a  resolution  calling  for  a  state- 
ment of  the  manner  in  which  moneys  appropria- 
ted for  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse  for  two 
years  past  have  been  applied. 

The  resolution  is  as  follows : 

Rt9ohedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  moneys 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  in  the  years  1808  and  1809, 
on  account  of  eipenses  and  contingent  expenses  of  in- 
teieourse  with  foreign  nations,  with  a  statement  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  same  have  been  accounted  for  ; 
therein  specifying  the  sums  rei^>ectively  drawn  lor  ex- 
penses or  contingent  expenses,  end  distinguishing  tha 
sums  lor  contingencies  specially  accounted  fior  from 
any  sums  settled  by  certificate  or  expenditures  which, 
it  may  have  been  thought  advisable  not  to  specify. 

Mr.  Sheff£y  suggested  to  the  gentleman  that 
the  resolution  was  unnecessary,  as  the  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  manner  in  which 
the  moneys  appropriated  for  eight  years  past  had 
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been  applied,  had  already  called  for  the  same  in- 
formatiuD.  After  the  discussion  on  this  subiect 
which  took  place  on  the  appropriation  bill,  Mr. 
S.  said,  he,  as  chairman  of  that  committee,  had 
thought  it  bis  duty  to  call  upon  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  this  information,  which,  when 
reported  to  tne  committee,  would  no  doubt  be  by 
tbeni  laid  before  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Upham,  his  motion  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  1810. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  agree- 
ment to  the  amendments,  which  were  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

Mr.  Love  said  he  rose  to  offer  a  resolution  on 
a  subject  which  he  believed  every  member  of  the 
House  would  agree  to  be  of  great  importance, 
and  which  circumstances  rendered  it  necessary 
for  Congress  speedily  to  act  on.  A  report,  he 
said,  had  been  made  on  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  company  incorpora- 
ted under  the  name  of  the  United  States  Bank, 
which,  he  would  take  the  liberty  to  say,  presented 
no  question  on  the  subject  of  a  National  Bank 
which  it  was  either  expedient  or  necessary  to 
discuss,  but  the  discussion  of  which,  he  conceived, 
could  only  produce  an  useless  waste  of  time. 
Had  that  report  presented  a  general  view  of  the 
reasoning  and  principles  relative  to  such  institu- 
tions, he  would  not  have  troubled  the  House 
with  the  observations  he  intended  to  make ;  but, 
by  an  examination  of  it,  it  appears  that  after  the 
delay  of  many  days'  debate,  we  should  be  no  nearer 
a  decision  on  the  questions  the  fate  of  the  meas- 
ure would  turn  on,  than  when  we  commenced. 
My  object,  said  Mr.  L.,  is,  therefore,  to  place  the 
inquiry  on  the  broader  ground  of  general  pro- 
priety, and  to  endeavor  to  present  some  views  of 
the  mode  in  which  the  establishment  of  a  Na- 
tional Bank  may  be  best  carried  into  effect,  and 
show  how  the  question  of  constitutionality  in 
establishing  it,  has  no  application  to  us  here.  On 
a  reference  of  a  similar  petition  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  we  have  been  furnished  with  a 
report  in  detail,  in  which  the  utility  of  a  bank 
has  been  urged  principally  on  four  grounds:  1. 
Safe-keeping  of  public  monejrs;  2.  Transmission 
of  public  moneys;  3.  Collection  of  the  revenue; 
4.  Loans;  being  in  this  respect  a  ready  resource, 
as  experience  had  shown. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  report 
alluded  to,  fixed  the  amount  of  a  capital  to  which 
a  National  Bank  miffht  safely  be  extended,  at 
thirty  millions  of  dollars.  The  reasons  for  an 
opinion  that  such  an  amount  of  capital  might  be 
created  and  safely  acted  on,  are  not  stated,  but,  I 
think,  may  readily  be  conceived.  If  .we  look 
back  to  the  state  of  this  country  in  the  year  1791, 
when  the  United  States  Bank  Company  was 
established  with  a  capital  of  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars, all  of  which  was  immediately  taken  up,  and 


so  aifxioosly  soaght  for  that  stoek  rose  to  fifty  or 
more  per  cent,  above  par,  we  cannot  doubt  that 
an  equal  facility  woo  Id  be  found  at  the  present 
time  in  creating  a  bank  with  a  capital  of  three 
times  that  amount;  indeed,  scarcely  a  doubt  can 
exist  but  that  it  might  then  have  been  established 
on  80  extended  a  basis.  The  uses  for  circulatlDg 
medium  have,  since  that  time,  certainly  increased 
in  more  than  a  three-fold  ratio— adverting  to  (he 
state  of  commerce  and  manufactures,  of  iniemal 
improvement  and  expenditure.  It  is,  howerer, 
not  easy,  I  will  acknowledge,  to  fix  on  the  quan- 
tity of. circulating  medium  required  by  the  state 
of  society  in  the  United  States;  it  naay  not  be 
possible  to  furnish  any  satisfactory  data  on  which 
this  qaanium  should  be  decided.  A  reference  to 
the  state  of  circulation  in  other  countries  may, 
indeed,  serve  to  show  that  we  have  not  yet  expe- 
rienced an  excess. 

In  the  United  States,  it.  is  conjectured  that 
there  may,  at  this  time,  be  banks  of  a  public  and 
private  kind  together,  to  the  amount  of  $60/X)0,- 
000.  The  addition  proposed  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and,  also,  in  the  plaa 
I  am  about  to  submit,  would  be  $20,000000, 
makine  in  all  $80,000,000  of  bank  capiul  io  the 
United  States.  In  England,  a  country  with 
whose  internal  affairs  we  ar^  perhaps,  next  to 
our  own,  best  acquainted,  we  are  told  by  their 
writers  on  economy,  there  is  in  existence,  incla* 
ding  the  chartered  bank,  a  bank  capital  equal  to 
six  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  which^  aliowing 
the  population  to  be  about  nine  millions,  (and 
some  say  less.)  would  give  a  portion  of  more  than 
sixty-six  dollars  to  each  head.  In  the  United 
States,  oar  free  popnlation  is,  perhaps,  about  six 
millions  at  this  time,  giving  a  portion  of  thirteen 
dollars  and  one-third  to  each  head.  England  is 
a  commercial  nation,  it  is  true,  but  much  of  it 
consists  in  external  commerce,  in  conducting 
which,  bank  paper  cannot  be  used,  and  in  some 
of  the  most  extensive  branches  of  which,  the  use 
of  specie  operates  against  the  success  of  banking 
institutions.  In  the  United  States,  the  exporta- 
tion of  our  products  hai<  always  been  greatly 
aided  by  the  facilities  afforded  merchants  in  the 
purchase  of  it  through  the  means  of  the  banks. 
Our  bank  paper  here,  is  employed  then  directly 
in  the  purposes  of  the  most  substantial  and  bene- 
ficial obiects  of  external  commerce.  In  England, 
the  baoKs,  it  is  said,  afford  ffreat  accommodations 
to  the  manufacturers  by  loans,  but  little  to  the 
merchant,  unless  in  discounts  of  bills  of  exchange, 
and  other  real  transactions.  Should  our  manu- 
factures continue  to  increase,  we  shall,  in  con- 
ducting them,  have  use  for  an  increased  circula- 
tion, and  in  addition  to  the  nature  of  the  demand 
they  have  in  England  for  carrying  on  those  works, 
we  want  an  amount  of  circulation  for  the  pur- 
pose of  constructing  them. 

But  on  this  subject  I  forbear,  at  present  to  en* 
large.  I  should,  as  it  is  a  question  involved  in 
uucertainty,  be  willing  to  rely  on  the  opinion  not 
yet  contradicted,  of  the  capacity  of  the  country 
to  bear  an  establishment  of  a  National  Bank  to 
the  amount  of  $30,000,000.    If  an  evil  is  sup- 


1433 


HISTORY  OF  CONORBSS. 


1434 


Fbbboart,  1810. 


Naiitmal  Bank. 


H.  OP  R. 


r>sed  to  exist  from  the  exteDsion  of  bank  capital, 
presume  it  will  be  found  to  be  in  the  numeroas 
iostitatioos  of  the  kind  which  hare  been  per- 
mitted to  be  establfshed  without  the  sanction  of 
Itw;  an  eril  which  it  is  not  difficult  to  demon- 
strate the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank  on 
an  extensiTe  capital  would  hare  a  certain  ten- 
dency to  obviate. 

Haring  premised  these  general  obserrations  on 
the  important  subject  of  a  National  Bank,  I  will 
proceed  to  present  to  the  House  a  plan,  or  rather. 
a  raried  view  of  a  plan,  on  which,  or  some  of 
which,  such  an  establisnment  might,  perhaps, 
most  adrantageously  be  erected.  In  domgso,  I 
beg  it  may  be  considered  that  I  feel  by  no  means 
coDfident  that  I  present  the  best,  or  even  the  most 
practicable  mode  of  efTectini^  this  purpose.  It 
may  lead,  however^  to  inquiry,  and  when  Che 
ability  of  this  House  shall  seriously  engage  in 
the  task,  no  doubt  can  remain  of  its  accomplish- 
ment I  therefore  proceed  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing plan  of  a  National  Bank,  with  a  capital  not 
to  exceed  $30,000,000: 

Food  1.  910.000,000  in  stock,  which  the  Oot- 
eromeot  may  immediately  create,  receivable  in 
sobscriptions  to  the  National  Bank,  when  the 
books  shall  be  onened  in  March,  1811.  This 
stock,  after  that  date,  to  bear  an  interest  of  six 
per  cent,  and  let  it  be  optional  with  the  holder  to 
snbscribe  it  to  the  National  Bank  or  not. 

[I  shall  presently  show  that  this  fund  would 
probably  be  worth  at  least  $2,000,000  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  independent  of  the  accommodation 
ihe  loan  would  furnish.] 

Fond  2.  $6,000,000,  to  be  subscribed  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  payable  in  ten  annual 
instalments,  bearing  an  interest  of  three  per  cent. 

[This  fund,  I  shall  show,  would  be  worth  about 
K200,OO0  to  the  United  States.] 

Faod  3.  $10,000,000,  payable  one-half  in  spe- 
cie, the  other  half  in  six  per  cent,  stock  of  the 
United  States,  either  that  already  in  existence,  or 
rachas  the  United  States  might  create  before  the 
books  were  opened.  This  fund,  payable  one- 
fonrth  at  the  time  of  subscription,  the  balance  in 
|bree  equal  instalments  of  ninety  days  each,  or 
by  the  United  Slates  Bank  Company,  or  the 
States,  if  more  eligible. 

Food  4.  $4,000,000,  to  be  subscribed  for  or  not, 
» the  stockholders  should  determine  at  anr  time 
after  the  firvt  meeting,  on  the  terms  of  the  last 
mentioned  item,  or  by  the  banks  in  the  District 
of  Colombia,  if  they  choose. 

And  before  I  proceed  to  comment  on  the  nature 
of  these  funds,  I  will  take  the  other  view  I  have 

mentioned  of  the  third  and  fourth  constituent 

foods. 

The  third  item  of  funds  might  be  changed  in 
I^tf  or  the  whole,  by  admitting  the  Company  of 
the  United  States  Bank  to  subscribe  their  whole 
rtock,  or  only  so  much  thereof  as  is  held  by  citi- 
zens, lo  either  case,  the  amount  subscribed 
tho^id  he  paid  one  half  in  specie,  and  the  other 
huf  in  good  debts  due,  or  to  become  due  in  sixty 
^r  ninety  days  from  the  time  of  subscription,  en- 
ooned  by  the  President  and  Directors  on  behalf 


of  the  company.    The  old  certificates  of  stock 
shall  be  nurrendered  and  new  ones  taken. 

And  the  fourth  item  of  funds  might  be  changed, 
and  the  sum  of  $4,000,000  be  subscribed  in  Tike 
manner  as  that  last  mentioned,  by  the  difierent 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  such  of 
them  as  the  stockboldem  of  those  institutions 
mieht  choose  should  contribute  their  funds. 

But  if  the  commissioners  who  shall  be  appoint- 
ed to  receive  subscriptions  to  the  National  Bankj 
should  not  be  notified  of  the  intention  of  the 
banks  of  the  United  States,  and  the  banks  of  the 
District,  or  such  of  them  as  choose  to  incorporate 
their  slock  with  the  National  Bank,  within  three 
days  after  the  books  to  receive  subscriptions  are 
open,  and  the  terms  of  subscription  actually  com- 
plied with  in  thirty  days  from  that  time,  they 
shall  receive  subscriptions  in  the  manner  men- 
tioned in  the  third  item  of  funds,  to  the  amoiint 
of  ten  millions,  or  for  so  much  as  the  said  sub- 
scriptions on  the  part  of  that  company  shall  fal 
short  of  ten  millions. 

The  said  banks,  or  such  of  them  as  accede  to 
the  terms  proposed,  may-  continue  for  a  limited 
time,  not  exceeding  five  years,  the  loans  for  the 
balance  of  the  debts  due  them  under  their  pres- 
ent establishments;  granting,  however,  no  new 
loans,  not  even  for  the  interest  on  such  debts,  nor 
issuing  any  new  bank  notes.  This  provision,  to- 
gether with  that  for  receiving  the  notes  or  bills 
discounted  in  part  payment  for  the  new  stock, 
would  certainly  be  sufficient  to  prevent  any 
danger  of  distress  to  the  customers  of  the  pres- 
ent banks,  from  the  denial  of  accommodation. 
Should  it  be  deemed  best  to  exclude  foreigners 
from  holding  stock  in  the  National  Bank,  if  the 
Company  of  the  United  States  Bank  should  ao-* 
cede  to  the  terms  proposed,  the  most  ample  Jus- 
tice would  be  done  them  by  giving  them  a  limited 
time  to  dispose  of  it  to  our  citizens,  or  to  exchange 
it  for  the  oebt  of  the  United  States,  which  there 
would  be  no  danger,  but  an  increased  safety  from 
their  holding. 

This  plan  contemplates  the  establishment  of 
the  motner  bank  within  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, with  such  a  portion  of  the  capital  as  might 
be  found  convenient,  and  the  establishment  of 
branches  in  the  most  advantageous  situations  in 
the  States,  with  the  consent  of  the  States,  as 
already  pfiven  in  most  of  them;  for,  so  ^af)  it  is 
immaterial  whether  the  present  United  States 
Bank  Company  accede  to  the  proposal  or  not,  for 
the  existing  charter  of  the  United  States  Bank 
ceasing  to  operate  by  the  laws  which  have  been 
passed  in  the  several  States  authorizing  those 
establishments  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
General  (Government,  the  right  would  be  con- 
sidered as  already  transferred,  and  in  those  States 
where  no  such  establishments  hare  been  made, 
little  doubt  could  be  entertained  of  a  permission 
to  establish  branches  of  a  bank  which  snould  par- 
take less  of  the  quality  of  a  monopoly  and  be 
better  calculated  for  the  general  purposes  of  good 
to  the  country.  I  will  only  here  observe  that  I 
do  not  mean  that  the  United  States  could  claim 
for  their  National  Bank  the  property  no«r  spe- 
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cially  Tested  in  the  present  company,  bat,  that  the 
riffht  of  tbat  company  to  exercise  the  permission 
of  the  Sutes  will  cease  with  their  charter,  and 
to  this  right,  bat  not  their  property,  the  United 
States  would  succeed  in  any  change  of  the  mere 
institution.  This  is  a  legal  question,  which,  I 
have  no  doubt,  can  be  here  supported, -should  a 

frogress  in  Ibis  business  render  it  necessary.  If 
am  correct,  no  Constitutional  question  on  the 
right  of  this  Government  to  create  a  body  corpo-> 
rate  need  to  be  discussed.  It  is  admitted  to  exist 
as  it  respects  this  District,  where  the  mother  bank 
would  be  established,  and  had  not  the  States  al- 
ready granted  it,  no  doubt  ought  now,  more  than 
in  the  year  1791,  to  be  entertained  of  their  per- 
mission. The  resolution  submitted  by  the  com- 
mittee on  the  petition  of  the  United  States  Bank 
Company  was  intended  to  present  this  question  of 
constitutionality ;  and  were  we  now  compelled, 
for  the  first  time,  to  discuss  the  direct  point  or 
constitutionality,  as  in  1791, 1  should  Fay  the  mi- 
nority on  that  occasion  urged  unanswerable  ob- 
jections ;  but  the  people  have  sanctioned  the  pow- 
er, the  States  have  recognised  it  by  their  laws,  (I 
speak,  at  least,  of  Virginia,)  Congress  has  subse- 
cjuently  acted  on  it,  courts  have  made  decisions 
on  it,  punishments  have  been  inflicted  in  support 
of  it,  and  the  financial  department  of  our  Gov- 
ernment has  not  "propounded  a  doubt  as  supposed 
to  exist.  Avoiding,  therefore,  any  argument  on 
this  question,  as  unnecessary  from  the  mode  of 
establishing  this  bank,  as  from  the  already  ex- 
pressed assent  of  the  people  and  of  the  States  to 
the  exercise  of  the  power,  I  will  confine  my  re- 
marlcs  to  the  part  of  the  subject  which  may  be 
considered  fiuaocial,  and  endeavor  to  explain 
more  specially  the  nature  of  the  funds  of  which 
the  new  National  Bank  is  proposed  to  be  consti- 
tuted, premising,  however,  that  the  modifications, 
whicn  in  any  of  the  ways  proposed,  or  in  any 
other  which  a  committee  might  think  proper  to 
adopt,  woold  be  a  subject  of  subsequent  discus- 
sion ;  and,  as  to  fund  number  one,  should  the  state 
oi  the  finances  render  it  necessary  to  use  the 
whole  of  this  fund  immediately,  it  is  probable, 
from  the  best  accounts,  It  would  produce  a  sum 
not  less  than  (12,000,000. 

Let  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President  be  authorized  to  open 
subscriptions  in  the  principal  cities  for  this  loan. 
The  stock  thus  receivable  in  subscriptions  to  the 
National  Bank  be  sold  to  the  best  bidder.  The 
information  of  the  most  intelligent  men  assures 
us  that  the  United  States  can  borrow  money  to 
the  amount  of  $50,000,000.  When,  therefore, 
a  mode  of  creating  stock  is  devised,  which  shall 
insure  six  per  cent.,  and  the  option  of  investing 
it  in  the  National  Bank,  no  doubt  can  be  enter- 
tained of  a  ready  sale  at  an  advance  of  twenty 
per  cent,  on  the  principal,  which  would  add  a 
elear  sum  to  our  Treasury  of  $2,000,000.  Many 
gentlemen  with  whom  I  have  conversed  on  this 
subject,  think  forty  per  cent,  would  be  obtained 
on  the  principal,  making  a  clear  sum  of  $4,000,- 
000.  Let  it  be  estimated,  however,  at  $2,000,000, 
and  I  will  say  nothing  either  of  the  advantage 


the  United  States  would  enjoy  by  theadfaoceof 
the  money  they  might  want  till  March  1811. 
without  interest,  although  that  might  be  worth 
something  considemble.  We  have  already,  and 
are  daily  now  in  the  practice  of  setting  up  public 
contracts  to  the  best  bidder;  no  objection,  thm* 
fore,  exists  to  the  principle,  it  ts  presumed. 

But  if  the  United  States  should,  from  a  reito- 
ration  of  neutral  rights  and  a  soecessfol  com* 
meree,  or  by  a  continuation  of  peace,  not  require 
BO  large  a  sum,  any  part  which  the  Tressorf 
might  not  want,  might  not  he  sold  till  the  boob 
were  open,  when  it  would  sell  probably  at  a  still 
greater  advance ;  or,  in  ease  we  should  be  diap- 
pointed  in  the  sale  of  stock  as  contemplaied,  nf 
part  of  this  item  not  taken  up,  mi^ht  be  inos- 
ferred  to  fund  number  two,  witn  this  differeoee. 
tluit  sueh  part  of  the  transferred  fond  as  the  Uoi- 
ted  Stales  might  take  should  be  chargeable  wirk 
an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  instead  of  three  pei 
cent^  under  the  idea  that  the  United  States  ongbi 
not,  in  justice,  nor  would  the  institution  probably 
bear  an  advantage  of  so  great  magnitude  as  woold 
be  given  us  by  taking  so  large  a  portioa  of  Uie 
stock  OD  sueh  terms.  At  six  per  cent.,  the  stock 
would  be  worth  something  to  the  United  Sutes, 
and  might  be  readily  sold  at  an  advance,  while 
the  debt  of  the  United  States  to  the  bank  besriog 
this  interest  might  be  sold,  at  least,  at  par.  Or, 
the  balance  of  this  fund,  in  the  event  of  its  oot 
being  sold,  might  at  once  be  transferred  to  foDd 
number  three,  and  a  smaller  portion  of  specie  be 
required  to  be  paid  on  the  whole  fund  so  uoited 
and  in  either  way,  provision  be  made  for  the 
States  to  subscribe,  if  they  thought  proper. 

Fund  number  two,  forms  a  very  imporuot  por^ 
tion  of  interest  to  the  United  States.  It  wiU 
give  to  the  Qovernmeiit,  on  the  fairest  principle 
of  justice,  a  claim  to  a  share  in  the  admiDistrt 
tion  of  the  bank.  It  may  be  asserted,  and  ptmei 
to  be  necessary  in  a  peculiar  degree,  from  on 
relative  situation  with  foreign  nations,  partied 
larly  if  the  capital  is  a  large  one,  and  the  ten 
of  continuance  lor  the  charter  considerable.  Sp^ 
cific  propositions  on  this  part  of  the  subject  rati 
be  reserved,  however,  for  the  details  of  a  repo^ 
or  a  bill.  I  have  before  glanced  at  some  of  thefli 
The  fund  itself  will  produce  to  the  United  Staia 
annually,  rating  dividends  of  the  baikk  at  eight  pc 
per  ceikt.,  (a  fraction  less  than  they  have  an| 
aged,)  the  sum  of  $300iX)0,  which  would  be  eqo^ 
to  the  discharge  of  half  the  instalmenls  in  pri^ 
cipal.  The  whole  gross  sum  received  from  th 
stock  in  ten  years,  would  be  probably  aboi 
^000,000$  but  the  three  per  cent,  would  be 
tin^uished  every  year  for  a  tenth  part,  wbi 
rating  money  at  the  value  of  five  per  cent,  oi 
would  produce  a  bonus  to  the  €k>vernroent 
this  item  of  an  additional  $1,200,000,  making  ^ 
really  worth  to  us  $4J300,000,  on  the  most  md 
erate  and  unfavorable  mode  of  calculation. 

Thus  these  two  items  won  Id  be  worth  to  tl 
United  States  at  least  $6,200,000.  But  if  tl 
stock  was  not  sold,  as  contemplated  by  the  ill 
item,  it  would  probably  be  worth  tnueh  morel 
the  time  of  sobaerlption  than  now. 
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The  one-half  of  fond  number  three,  might 
also  be  applied,  in  case  an  intermediate  call  of  an 
eitraordioary  kind  for  monev  should  take  place 
from  war,  or  a  further  emoarrassment  ot  our 
eommerce,  in  aid  of  the  revenue,  by  authorizing 
stock  to  be  issued  in  similar  manner  to  number 
one }  with  this  differeoce,  that  it  should  be  received 
for  oDe-half  of  the  subscription,  and  the  balance 
ia  cash,  by  instalments.  This  alternative  miff ht 
be  made  so^ect  to  the  determination  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  Mok  Company,  to  be  ascertained  in 
a  limited  time,  whether  it  would  subscribe  its 
stock  io  the  manner  I  have  before  mentioned,  or 
such  portion  of  it  as  Congress  may  think  proper 
to  admit,  distinguishing,  if  we  thought  proper, 
between  the  holders  of  it  who  at  the  time  of  sub- 
scription are  citizens,  and  those  who  are  foreign- 
ers. So  far,  however,  in  any  way,  as  the  sub- 
scription should  be  made  on  the  part  of  the 
Coiled  States  Bank,  it  would  certainly  be  at- 
tended with  a  loss  to  the  United  States. 

If  the  whole  funds  should  not  be  subscribed, 
iodepeodent  of  the  fourth  item,  in  thirty  days 
after  the  books  open,  the  directors  may  close  them 
for  a  period  not  ezceedioe  five  vears,  or  not,  as 
they  find  most  proper,  unless  otherwise  ordered 
by  law. 

Ad  institution  thus  established  at  the  seat  of 
Gorernment,  under  the  eye  of  its  Administration, 
in  the  management  of  which  the  nation  itself 
woald  eniov  a  just  proportion,  from  the  interest 
it  would  hold  io  its  funds,  would  claim,  and  merit 
the  confidence  of  the  people  and  of  the  world. 
It  woald  no  longer,  when  under  such  control,  be 
QDsafe  to  permit  it  to  deal  in  the  public  securities 
of  the  country;  it  would  be  rendered  the  most 
coQTenient  and  happy  instrument  for  the  preser- 
raiion  of  public  credit ;  it  would  be  the  means 
of  affording  every  facility,  under  proper  regula- 
tiooSj  which  might  be  required  in  times  the  most 
distressing  to  our  finances.    Let  me  not  be  under- 
stood to  say,  that  this  capital,  or  any  very  large 
portion  of  it,  would  be  necessary  at  the  seat  of 
Government ;  on  the  contrary,  no  diminution 
would  probably  be  suffered  by  tne  branches  from 
(bat  portion  they  now  hold.    The  Bank  of  the 
Uaited  States  at  Philadelphia  would,  as  a  branch, 
perhaps,  wield  the  capital  it  does  now  as  a  mother 
baak.    Sot,  sir,  other  branches  might  be  erected, 
the  fond  would  stand  a  better  chance  to  have  a 
direction  for  the  public  good.    In  times  of  peace 
aod  prosperity  large  sums  would  be  accumulated, 
beyond  the  possible  operations  of  the  Sinking 
Fond ;  would  not  these  be  best  applied  then,  in 
QDion  with  the  funds  for  internal  improvements, 
or  at  least,  in  aid  of  them  1    It.  would,  sir,  be  the 
work  of  a  whole  day  to  enumerate  the  certain 
benefits  which  would  result  to  the  people  of  this 
coaatry  from  the  operation  of  this  system.    Shall 
wcj  then,  throw  away  these  flattering  prospects 
the  present  period  presents  for  such  an  establish- 
ment 1    Shall  we  give  away  more  than  six  mil- 
lions of  the  people's  property—for  they  have  a 
i»roperty  in  the  advantages  our  situation  pce- 
Kats-*aad  take  the  pitiful  sum  of  one  million 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  doUaiv,  ail,  the 


Secretarv  of  the  Treasury  informs  us,  this  com- 
pany called  the  United  States  Bank  can  give  us? 
Shall  we  pour  into  the  lap  of  this  rich  Dutch  and 
English  company,  for  so  it  is  by  a  majority  of 
three-fourths,  these  immense  advantages,  by  con- 
tinuing to  them  the  monopoly  of  this  important 
branch  of  our  resources  ?  Can  justice  to  those 
we  represent  sanction  it?  Does  justice  to  that 
company  ?    But  I  forbear. 

I  beg  leave,  now  sir,  to  submit  the  resolution 
for  inquiring  into  the  propriety  of  establishing  a 
National  mnk,  for  there  is  none  now  in  exist- 
ence, whatever  might  once  have  been  thought  of 
the  institution  called  so^  while  we  had  a  share  in 
its  funds ;  but  never,  m  my  opinion,  properly  ^ 
called  so,  as  the  nation  never  bad  a  voice  m  its  * 
management,  or  any  efficient  control  whatever 
over  it. 

I  ask  a  reference  of  the  resolution,  and  should 
certainly  have  asked  its  reference  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  had  I  not  observed  that  it  is 
stated  in  the  report  of  the  committee  I  have  al- 
luded to,  that  he  had  already  made  a  report,  to 
which  he  referred,  and,  I  presume,  could  only 
again  refer.  It  is,  then,  lett  for  us  to  institute 
this  ffreat  inquiry,  nor  do  I,  in  the  least,  appre- 
hend that  the  nation  will  not  here  find  a  auf* 
ficient  fund  of  knowledge  and  experience  on  the 
subject  to  promote  and  enforce  their  interests  by 
the  most  correct  measures. 

Mr.  Love  then  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Reaolved,  That  it  Is  expedient  to  inqoiro  into  the 
propriety  of  establishing  a  National  Bank. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whom  is  committed 
the  report  of  a  select  committee  on  the  memorial 
of  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

The  bill  concerning  commercial  intercourse, 
dbC;  having  been  returned  from  the  Senate  with 
amendments,  (viz:  striking  out  all  but  the  first, 
second,  and  twelfth  sections^ 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.    Negatived — ayes  36. 

Mr.  Smilib  said  he  was  always  disposed  to 
treat  the  Senate  with  due  respect ;  but,  after  the 
extraordinary  amendments  they  had  made  to  the 
bill,  he  thought  the  House  ought  not  to  precipi- 
tate a  decision  on  it.  He,  therefore,  moved  to 
postpone  it  till  Saturday. 

Mr.  Dawson  said  be  wished  to  propose  to 
amend  the  amendment  of  the  Senate ;  ana,  as  the 
House  had  refused  to  commit  the  bill,  he  hoped  a 
postponement  would  take  place. 

Mr.  Tayloe  said  he  had  no  objection  that  the 
bill  should  lie  over  until  to-morrow ;  but  there 
was  a  loud  call  on  the  House  for  an  immediate 
decision  on  it.  The  ImII  has  had  a  long  journey, 
and  travelled  slowly.  Speculations  are  going 
on  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other. 
Those  who  were  in  the  secret,  and  who  may  now 
be  in  the  secret,  as  to  the  eventual  fate  of  the  bill, 
will,  if  the  bill  be  postponed,  have  a  tot  her  time 
to  prey  on  society.    I  would  put  by  every  other 
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business  till  this  is  decided  on.  Postponing  it 
would  be  trifling  with  the  feelings  of  the  nation. 
I  am  not  for  imitating  the  slow  and  strange  pro- 
gress this  bill,  somehow  or  other,  has  travelled 
elsewhere. 
,  Mr.  GoLO  perfectly  concurred  in  opinion  with 
Mr.  T.,  that  the  bill  ought  not  to  be  postponed 
so  long  as  proposed.  It  could  not  be  said  that, 
during  the  former  discussion  of  the  bill,  every 
member  had  not  an  opportunity  of  takine  every 
view  of  the  bill  of  which  it  is  susceptible.  No 
further  delay,  therefore,  was  necessary. 

Mr.  Baoon  was  desirous  that  the  bill  should  be 
postponed,  but  only  till  to-morrow.  He  was  not 
wholly  prepared  to  vote  on  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate ;  and  he  was  apprehensive  that  the 
section  of  the  bill  which  repeals  the  non-inter- 
course does  away  all  penalties  incurred  under  the 
embargo  law. 

Some  further  conversation  took  place  on  the 
motion  to  postpone.  Mr.  Key  did  not  construe 
the  provision  of  the  bill  as  Mr.  Bacon  did. 

Mr.  Macon  hoped  the  law  would  not  be  longer 
delayed  than  till  to-morrow.  If  the  bill  was  to 
pass,  it  was  proper  to  pass  it  as  early  as  possible, 
in  order  to  place  the  honest  and  scrupulous  mer- 
chant on  a  ground  of  equality  with  the  dishonest 
man  who  feels  himself  unrestrained  by  the  laws 
of  the  country.  Every  day  it  was  delayed  would 
give  an  advantage  over  the  moral  to  the  immoral 
part  of  society. 

Mr.  Bibb  could  not  see  the  propriety  of  post- 
poning the  bill  even  till  to-morrow.  There  was 
no  Question  to  be  decided  on  which  every  mem- 
ber had  not  already  made  up  his  mind.  Although 
he  preferred  the  bill  as  it  went  to  the  Senate,  he 
should  vote  for  the  amendment  if  the  question 
were  now  taken. 

Mr.  Garobnier  differed  from  Mr.  Bacon  as  to 
his  construction  of  the  law.  If  the  gentleman 
could  convince  him  that,  by  the  bill  as  it  now 
stood,  all  penalties  heretofore  incurred  would  be 
done  away,  he  should  certainly  be  against  all 

J|ostponement  or  alteration  of  it.  When  an  of- 
encCf  constituted  by  law,  is  done  away,  penalties 
should  go  with  it.  In  such  a  case  penalties  can 
only  be  enforced  for  the  sake  of  vengeance.  Mr. 
Q.  said  he  should  hope  that  the  construction  was 
correct.  He  should  like  to  see,  this  22od  of  Feb- 
ruary, a  jubilee,  commemorated  by  a  release  from 
embargo,  non-intercourse,  ^c,  that  nothing  might 
be  left  to  remind  this  happy  country  of  this  whole 
hostile  system. 

Mr.  MuMFORn  hoped  that  the  House  would 
come  to  a  decision  this  day^/or  {^reat  speculations 
were  going  on,  to  the  manifest  injury  of  the  hon- 
est citizens.  They  ought  to  know  what  they 
were  to  depend  on.  All  parts  of  the  Union  were 
looking  to  this  House  for  protection,  and  he  hoped 
it  would  be  given  to  them. 

Mr.  Van  Horn  was  also  against  postponement, 
and  wished  the  question  taken  this  evening,  to 
prevent  the  progress  of  speculations,  which  were 
raining  the  agricultural  interest.  Was  it  intended 
to  give  to  speculators  a  few  days  more  to  bunt  up 


produce  through  the  country  1  He  asked,  in  be- 
nalf  of  the  agricultural  people  of  this  coQoirj. 
that  the  House  would  no  longer  delay  a  deeisioo 
of  this  question.  He  had  no  more  doubt  that  the 
bill  would  pass  as  it  came  from  the  Senate  thu 
he  had  that  he  now  existed  ;  and  why,  tbeo, 
should  it  be  delayed? 

Mr.  FiSK  said  he  viewed  the  bill  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent light  from  that  in  which  it  appeared  to 
some.  The  consideration  of  speculators  had  no 
weight  with  him ;  the  argument  that  merchaeu 
were  waiting  to  make  shipments  had  as  little, 
for  it  was  worthy  of  consideration  that  Con^esi 
had  been  legislating  for  the  merchants  since  1805, 
and  that  every  measure  adopted  for  their  beneiii 
had  been  opposed  by  them.  It  was  worthy  of  at 
least  twenty-four  hours'  reflection  when  a  new 
measure  was  proposed.  We  are  not  sent  here  by 
the  merchants,  said  he.  We  hare  the  interest  of 
the  nation  to  consult,  and  while  the  merebaots 
and  speculators  are  looking  to  our  measares  to 
see  how  they  may  terminate  a  bargain  to  the  be^ 
advantage,  for  which  reason  only  they  seem  to 
look  to  you  at  all,  the  nation  is  looking  at  yoat 
measures.  And  we  owe  it  to  the  nation,  to  oar 
constituents,  to  weigh  well  before  we  act. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  that  he  wished  at  least  cne 
evening  for  reflection.  He  could  not,  with  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  say  how  other  mem- 
bers would  vote  on  the  question ;  but  it  concerned 
himself  to  know  how  he  should  vote,  and  in  what 
manner  to  do  it  so  that  he  could  account  to  bis 
constituents  for  his  rote.  W^ould  gentlemen  see 
no  difficulty  in  changing  their  votes,  which  ibef 
had  so  often  recorded  on  their  journals,  merelv 
because  another  body  thought  differently?  It 
was  hard  that  a  few  nours'  reflection  could  not 
be  allowed  to  those  who  required  it. 

Mr.  Love  was  astonished  at  the  desire  of  sotne 
gentlemen  to  precipitate.  He  said  that  this  was 
the  first  time  the  question  had  been  presented  lo 
the  House  directly,  whether  they  would  huiubiy 
submit.  Would  they  bow  down  the  knee  of  sob- 
mission?  Gkntlemen  must  recollect  with  what 
astonishment  most  members  of  this  House  had 
heard  of  the  amendments  adopted  by  the  Senate. 
For  his  part,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  could  not  account 
for  it  in  any  other  way  but  hj  supposing  that  ibe 
President  must  have  laid  before  the  Senate  trea- 
ties securing  our  commercial  rights.  And,  aAer 
so  unexpected  a  course,  was  the  House  to  be 
forced  into  a  decision  without  a  momenl^s  re- 
flection ? 

A  motion  was  now  made  to  adjourn,  and  nega- 
tived— yeas  49,  nays  79,  as  follows : 

YxAs— Willis  Alston,  juo.,  Esekiel  Baoon,  BsTid 
Bard,  Borwell  Bassett,  John  Brown,  Joseph  Calhooo, 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  James  Cox,  William 
Crawford,  Richard  Cntts,  John  Dawson,  Wm.  Fiod- 
ley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Bandllai  CUnnett,  Gideon  Gard- 
ner, Thomas  Oholson,  jmi.,  William  Helms,  Jamei| 
Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,  Walter  Jones,  John  Love,  Aa- 
ron Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Alexandtf 
McKim,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jei^ 
Morraw,  Thamas  Newbold»  Thomas  Hsmtm 
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okn  Forter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Penoijl- 
lait,  John  Rhee  of  Tennessee,  Mmtthias  Richsrds, 
»lin  Roene,  Erastns  Root,  Ebeneier  Sage,  Thomas 
UDinoos,  fibeneser  SeaTer,  John  Smilie,  Geo.  Smith, 
ihn  dnilh,  Heniy  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John 
'hempson,  Robert  Whitehill,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nits — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  William  Anderson,  Wm. 
i^.  Bibb,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breck- 
iridge,  William  A  Burwell,  William  Butler,  John 
tmpbell,  John  C  Chamberlain,  William  Chamber- 
D)  Cpaphroditna  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  J  as. 
!ochiiJi,  HoweQ  Cobb,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Joseph  Do- 
ha, William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Barent  Gardenier, 
liTid  8.  Garland,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Thomas  R. 
told,  Wm.  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heia- 
!r,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Rich- 
td  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M .  John- 
im,  Wm.  Kennedy^  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knick- 
tbacker,  Bdward  St.  Loe  Livennore,  Robert  Le  Roy 
.mn^ton,  Matthew  Lyon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archi- 
•Id  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Pleasant  M.  MiUer, 
^iltiun  Milnor,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moee- 
7,  Gardott  S.  Mumford,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin 
Ickmtojnn.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  EUsha  R.  Potter, 
ofiiab  Qoincy,  John  Ross,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel 
fheffej,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Stanley,  William  Sted- 
iftiit  Junes  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob 
ivoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taylor,  Uri  Tracy, 
^les  Tamer,  Jan.,  Jabez  Upham,  Nicholas  Van 
)]rkc,  Archibald  V  an  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensse- 
ler,  Robert  Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whit- 
nn,  James  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wither^oon. 

Tbe  question  on  the  motioo  to  postpone  till 
hmrday  was  taken  and  negatived. 

Mr.  W.  Alston,  wishing  time  to  reflect  on  the 
loestioD  of  construction  raised  by  Mr.  Bacon, 
Qoved  to  adjourn.    Negatived — 62  to  54. 

The  question  was  stated  on  concurring  with 
he  Senate. 

Mr.  Macon  said  that  the  great  groan d  on  which 
kfi  bill  had  been  advocated  in  this  Hottse,  was, 
kit  it  would  keep  us  in  peace.  Everything  go- 
ig  to  that  end  had  been  struck  out  in  toe  Senate. 
9e  said  it  was  well  oodersiood  that  there  were 
vo  parties  in  thia  nation,  one  for  war  with  Brit- 
^B,aad  one  for  war  with  France.  It  behooved 
'kose  who  wished  to  roaintaio  the  peace  of  the 
atioo  to  stand  up  for  the  bill.  However  others 
■ijbt  give  up  their  opioions,  he  would  not.  As 
^  meaot  not  to  be  driven  from  the  ground  he 
Mf  taken  and  supported,  of  neutrality  as  to  both 
idli^ereats,  he  meant  to  abide  by  the  bill  as  it 
vegi  from  the  House. 

Mr.  Roaa  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment  of 
^  Senate,  for  be  considered  the  bill  as  it  went 
bm  the  House  as  not  calculated  to  assert  the 
tOBorand  digaity  of  the  nation.  As  to  preserv- 
^  peace,  there  was  nothing  in  the  sections  re- 
ined which  was  calculated  to  irriute  or  disturb 
>^c  feeliogs  of  either  belligerent.  Therefore,  gen- 
'^en  desirous  of  preserviu;  peace  had  nothing 
'0  fear  from  voting  for  it.  It  had  been  allowed 
Wit  the  non-ifitereoiirse  was  a  nullity.  Why, 
t^n,  were  gentlemen  alarmed  at  this  shadow  of 
uUde's  going  to  the  tomb?  He  thought  the 
vt  Kctioo  reuiaed  went  to  do  tmmj  a  syttcffl) 
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the  doing  away  of  which  would  be  the  precursor 
of  a  system  better  calculated  to  maintain  our 
rights.  Its  passage  certainly  would  not  prevent 
o&BT  measures  from  being  adopted. 

A  motion  was  now  made  to  adjourn.  Netra- 
tived,  69  to  55.  *  * 

Mr.  Dana  said  that  he,  as  well  as  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Macon,)  was  for 
peace,  and  therefore,  in  that  respect,  he  and  the 
gentleman  were  of  the  same  opinion.  Mr.  D. 
declared  himself  decidedly  of  the  American  peace 
party;  and,  therefore,  was  for  the  amendments  to 
the  bill,  because  they  certainly  could  not  produce 
a  war  with  either  belligerent. 

Mr.  Johnson  said  that,  connected^ith  tbe  cir* 
cumstances  under  which  this  bill  had  come  to 
the  House,  he  would  as  soon  vote  for  a  pro^si* 
tion  to  tear  from  the  journals  of  the  Old  Con* 
gress  tbe  Declaration  of  Independence  as  for  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate.  However  weak  the 
non-intercourse  might  be,  he  would  never  vote 
for  its  repeal  until  a  substitute  was  adopted.  He 
considered  that  if  the  bill  passed  as  amended,  it 
would  be  that  kind  of  submission  from  which 
the  nation  never  could  emerge.  With  his  con- 
sent this  Hall  should  never  oe  polluted  by  the 
passage  of  such  an  act.  Were  he  certain  the 
roof  would  ffdl  and  crush  him  after  voting  against 
the  amendments,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  die 
with  his  vote. 

Mr.  FisK  observed  that  he  did  not  rise  to  fa- 
tigue the  House  with  a  detailed  speech.  It  had 
become  almost  an  ofience  against  tbe  House  to 
mention  the  insults  and  injuries  this  nation  had 
received  from  the  bellifferents.  But  a  few  weeks 
ago  a  resolution  came  from  the.  Senate  apprizing 
the  House  of  their  sense  of  insolence  in  a  foreign 
Minister,  and  solemnly  pledging  the  resources  of 
the  nation  to  support  the  Executive  in  repelling 
it.  And  now  these  amendments  to  the  bill  had 
been  received  from  the  same  bodyl  What  is 
the  effect  of  the  amendments?  To  repeal  every 
shadei  to  destroy  every  pretence,  of  resistance  to 
this  system  of  aggression  of  the  bellifferents**and 
why  is  this  to  be  done?  The  mercantile  interest  re- 
(^uires  it — the  merchants  are  uneasy.  I,  for  one, 
sir,  am  tired,  and  the  nation  is  weary  of  this  sort 
of  reasoning.  In  what  a  dilemma  has  it  placed 
us  since  1805 !  Look  to  the  acts  of  Government ; 
look  to  their  proceedings,  and  then  tell  me  if 
these  merchants  are  consistent.  Mr.  F.  took  a 
review  of  the  late  measures  of  Government,  and 
the  uniform  opposition  of  the  merchants.  Gen- 
tlemen might  say  that  tbe  repeal  of  the  non-inter* 
course  law  was  to  make  way  for  something  more 
energetic.  Was  it  to  be  believed  that  those  who 
could  not  bear  to  see  a  few  merchant  vessels  con- 
fined in  our  harbors,  were  prepared  for  anything 
more  energetic  ?  Concur  in  these  amendments, 
said  he,  and  it  is  the  last  you  hear  of  resistance. 
I  would  as  soon  concur  in  surrendering  the  right 
of  €K)vernment  to  the  belligerents,  as  I  would 
vote  for  this  amendment. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn,  and  car- 
ried—61  to  57. 
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Fbidat,  FebruarjT  23. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poi  vdeztbr, 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  Unfted  States,  of  the  9th  iostant,  relating 
to  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mobile  river,  be  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.*  Poindexteb,  T.  Moore.  Pot- 
DBAS,  Stephenson,  LiviHGSTON. Campbell,  and 
CooB^  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  P.  B.  PoBTEB,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  subject  of  internal  improTements, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  United 
States  bv  public  .roads  and  canals.  [This  bill  is 
esseotially  the  same  with  that  originally  reported 
by  Mr.  Popy  n  the  Senate.]  The  bill  was  twice 
read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Clopton,  from  the  committee  on  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  relates  to  the  fortifications  of  the  ports 
and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  made  a  detailed 
report,  stating  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commit- 
tee, it  was  unnecessary  at  this  time  to  appropriate 
any  additional  sum  for  that  purpose. 

MRS.  HAMILTON'S  CLAIM. 

This  being  the  day  set  apart  for  private  busi- 
ness, the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  on  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Hamilton. 
Messrs.  Johnston,  Ross,  Q.uincv,  Pitkin,  and 
FiSK,  advocated  the  claim;  and  Messrs.  Alston,  ' 
Bacon,  Holland,  and  Root,  opposed  it. 

The  Committee  rose,  55  to  54,  at  half  past  four, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gholson  to  ad- 
journ over  to  Monday,  and  negatived — 61  to  40; 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Satubdat,  February  24. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ross,  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn ;  and  the  question  being 
taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  10,  nays  61. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  LivebmobBj  that 
the  House  do  now  resume  the  consideration  of 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  respecting  the  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  ibe  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses:" and  the  question  being  taken  thereon, 
there  appeared — yeas  63,  nays  62. 

The  Speakeb  declaring  himself  with  the  nays, 
the  question  was  lost. 

The  veas  and  nays  are  as  follow : 

YiAs^Ezekiel  Bacon,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  John  Campbell,  John 
C.  Chamberlain,  William  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditus 
Champion,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  David  8.  Garland, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Hale,  Na- 
thaniel A.  Hayen,  Daniel  Heister,  WiUiam  Helms, 
Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  RoBert 
Jenkins,  William  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman 
Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Edward  St  Loe 
Livermore,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert 
Marion,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Sam- 
uel McKee,  Pleasant  M.  MUler,  William  Mtlnor,  Thoa. 


Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moselay,  Thomas  NewboU,  Jobs 
Nicholson,  Joaeph  Peanon,  Benjamin  Pickmtn,  ji^ 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quiocj, 
John  Ross,  Dennis  Smelt,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Sua- 
ley,  William  Stedman,  James  Stef^naon,  Lewis  B. 
Stuiges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taylor, 
Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killiui  K. 
Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  Weakley,  Laban  MTbeatm, 
Ezekiel  Whitman,  James  Wilson,  and  Robert  With- 
erspoon. 

Nats — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jonlor, 
WiUiam  Andcraon,  Darid  Bard,  Burwell  Baffctt, 
Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  WQIita 
Bntier,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Cto^ 
ton,  Ordiard  Cook^  James  Cox,  William  Crtwibi^ 
Henry  Crist,  Richard  Cutta,  John  Dawson,  Josepk 
Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  JontUun 
Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Bvest 
Gaidenier,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  Gholaon,  jaoioi, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  James  Holland,  Benjamin  How- 
ard, Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jodo, 
John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Alexander  McKim,  John 
Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Monow, 
Gnrdon  S.  Mumford,Tho8.  Newton,  John  Porter,  Jobs 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthi- 
as Richards,  John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thoa.  Sam* 
mons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Sej- 
bert,  Samnel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Jobs 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Heniy  Southard,  John  Thomp* 
Fon,  George  M.  Troupe  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Robot 
WhitehiU,  and  Richard  Winn. 

REVOLUTIONARY  CLAIMS 

Mr.  Root  presented  the  memorial  of  Wiiliua 
Barton  and  others,  of  the  Sute  of  Rhode  hlaodi 
praying  compensation  for  their  services  in  the 
Revolution.  Mr.  R.  said  that  reports  had  here* 
tofore  been  made  favorable  to  the  justice  of  the  ^ 
claim.  He  moved  now  to  refer  it  to  tbe  same 
Committee  of  the  Whole  which  had  under  con- 
sideration the  report  on  the  petition  of  Elizabeth 
Hamilton.  He  said  be  wished,  if  the  rampart 
which  defended  the  Treasury  Department  was 
to  be  broken  down,  that  others,  besides  Mrs.  Ham- 
ilton, should  be  admitted.  He  wished  also  to 
know  whether  the  zeal  which  gentlemen  dis- 
played in  favor  of  thia  claim  was  a  general  zeal, 
to  break  down  the  barriers  of  the  limitation  law. 
or  whether  it  was  a  zeal  for  this  woman  alone. 

This  motion  produced  a  desultory  debate  of 
two  honrs,  in  which  Messrs.  Root,  Smilie,  Lote. 
Alston,  Southaro,  Boto,  and  Montoohert, 
support^ ;  and  Messrs.  Pitkin,  P.  B  Key.  Gar- 
denier,  Qholson,  Dana,  Lton,  Gold,  Rossj 
FisK,  and  Johnson,  opposed  the  motion.  The 
debate  turned  chiefly  on  a  compariaon  of  tbe  na^ 
ture  of  the  two  claims.  The  great  objection  to| 
the  reference  was,  that  it  was  an  unusual  coarse! 
to  refer  a  petition  to  a  Committee  of  the  WfaoieJ 
before  an  investigation  into  the  facts ;  and  ihat 
it  would  be  doing  injustice  to  both  claims  to  bleodl 
them  together. 

The  motion  was  negatived— yeas  62,  nays  63,1 
as  follows:  ' 

Tbas— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  WiUiam  Anderson,  Datid 
Bard,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  BrnwnJ 
Robeit  Brown,  William  Bntier,  Joseph  Calboan,  Mat' 
thMv  Clay,  John  Clopton*  Howall  Cobb,  Jamaa  Coch^ 
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lo,  Ofcbaid  Cooky  Jamoo  Ck>z,  William  Cnwibrd, 
enry  Crist,  Richard  Cutts,  Joseph  Desha,  William 
iodJej,  Meshack  Franklin,  Banillai  Gannett,  Gideon 
trdner,  DaVid  8.  Garland,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Wij- 
un  Helmis  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hiifty,  William 
ennedj,  John  LoTe,  Aaron  Lyle,  Robert  Marion, 
tcxander  McKim,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R. 
MTt,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomas 
ewbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Porter,  John  Rea  of 
tnnsjlvania,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastos 
oot,  Ebenexer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer 
eaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie, 
eorge  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Soathaid,  Riehard 
laoford,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  George  M. 
reap,  Charies  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert 
Phltehill,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Withenpoon. 
Nats— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  BorweU  Baasett,  Daniel 
ibisdell,  James  Breckeniidge,  John  Campbell,  John  C. 
thafflbcrlain,  Wm.  Chamberlim,  Epaphroditus  Cham- 
ion,  Stmiiel  W.  Dana,  John  ^Dawson,  William  Ely, 
toes  Efflott,  John  W.  Eppes,  Jonathan  Fiakt  Barent 
rardenier,  Tbomaa  Gholson,  jr.,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
IdwmGiay,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Dan- 
i  Heister,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jonathan  H.  Hub- 
irdf  Richtrd  Jackson,  junior,  Robert  Jenkins,  Rich- 
rd  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman 
loickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  LIt- 
rmoref  Matthew  Lyon,  Na&aniel  Macon,  Vincent 
btthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee«  Plea- 
nt  M.  MiUer,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
fiudon  S.  Mumibrd,  John  Nicholson,  Joseph  Pearson, 
bjuDin  Pickmao,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R. 
^,  Josiah  Qnincjr,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John 
W  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Dennis  Smelt,  Samuel  Smith, 
■hn  Stanley,  William  Stedman,  James  Stephenson, 
^»  B.  Sturgee,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart, 
(iebolas  Van  ^ke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KiUian  K. 
^an  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Esekial  Whitman, 
id  Junes  Wilson. 


Monday,  February  26. 

.  6a80Btt,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Na« 
il Establishment,  made  a  further  report,  in  part; 
riuch  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
^  Whole  on  Thursday  oAt. 

Mr.  Love  presented  a  petition  of  the  First  and 
^ond  Chambers  of  the  City  Council  of  Wash- 
^OD,  Draving  for  an  extension  of  the  powers 
(noted  by  (aw  to  the  said  Council. — Referred  to 
•itt  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  P.  B.  Porter  presented  a  petition  of  sua- 
iry  French  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
{to,  praying  that  the  General  Government  will 
»U5e  to  be  translated  and  printed  in  the  French 
iDguage,  such  laws  of  the  United  States  as  are 
ippHcable  to  the  said  Territory,  together  with 
nch  la^rs  as  have  been  adopted  by  the  Territory 
iJoresaid.—Referred  to  Messrs.  F.  B.  Porter, 
muxD.  and  McBrtde,  to  consider  and  report 
weon  10  the  House. 

Mr.LoTEjfrom  the  Committee  for  the  District 
tf  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  to  incorporate  the 
"ashlngion  Navy  Yard  Mechanical  Society ; 
raich  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
•i"ee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Love,  from  the  same  committee,  also  pre- 
ttied a  biU  to  incorporate  the  Fire  losuraoce 


Company  of  Alexandria ;  which  was  read  twioe^ 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any,  and,  if  any,  what,  alterations  are  neces- 
sary to  be  made  in  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  the  compensations  of  the  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  importa 
aoci  tonnage,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  the 
second  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  nioety-nine ;"  and  also,  in  the  act,  entitled 
''  An  act  relative  to  the  compensation  of  certaio 
officers  of  the  customs,  and  to  provide  for  appoint- 
ing a  surveyor  in  the  district  therein  mentioned,'' 
passed  the  twenty-seventh  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  four;  and  that  they  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoese 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  for  the  appointment  of  an  additional  Judge, 
and  extending  the  rigl^t  of  suffrage  to  the  citizeot 
of  Madison  county,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory," 
with  amendments.  The  Senate  have  also  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  an  act  to  extend  certain  privileges 
therein  mentioned  to  Joseph  Joshua  Dyster ;''  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERC0UR8S. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  hill  concerning 
commercial  intercourse  with  Great  Britain  and 
France  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Mr.  MuMFORD  expressed  a  hope  that  the  House 
would  not  concur  in  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate;  for  they  had  struck  out  ail  that  part  of 
the  bill  which  was  good  for  anvthing.  Govern- 
ment, he  said,  was  instituted  lor  the  protection 
of  life,  liberty,  and  property.  If  the  House  adopt- 
ed the  bill  as  amended,  they  abandoned  the  pro* 
tection  of  property — and  ii  they  refused  to  pro- 
tect commerce,  the  liberty  of  the  citizen  would 
also  be  unprotected,  as  it  bad  been  violated  for 
seven  years  past.  He  said  he  himself  had  beea 
a  witness  of  the  laceration  of  one  of  our  citizens 
in  such  an  inhuman  manner  that  he  had  expired 
under  the  last  castigation  inflicted  on  him.  This 
was  in  punishment  for  an  attempt  to  regain  his 
liberty.  Property  afloat  on  the  ocean  could  be 
defended  by  insurance;  but  the  liberty  of  the 
citizen  could  not  be  insured.  Mr.  M.  called  upon 
gentlemen,  in  the  name  of  the  seamen  who  looked 
to  the  Government  for  protection,  to  adopt  some 
measure  for  their  security.  His  system,  he  said, 
was  that  of  convoy.  It  was  not  a  system  of  to- 
day; his  opposition  to  the  bill  as  it  went  from  the 
House  had  not  been  an  opposition  for  opposition's 
sake;  on  the  one  hand,  he  had  opposed  it,  but  he 
bad  offered  a  substitute  on  the  other.  The  bill, 
as  amended,  Mr.  M.  said,  was  a  tacit  acknowled^ 
ment  to  the  belligerents  that  we  have  been  all  in 
the  wrong  for  seven  years  past,  and  that  they 
have  been  wholly  right;  and  in  proportion  as  we 
receded,  they  would  certainly  advance.     For 
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himself,  he  wanted  nothing  of  the  belligei^iits 
but  common  justice;  but,  if  the  nation  would  not 
assert  its  rights  at  this  lime,  we  should  indeed 
become  b ewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water. 
He  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  embargo  origi- 
oallr — he  belieTed  it  a  wise  measure,  and  bad 
00  doubt  it  had  saved  a  hundred  millions  of  dol- 
lars to  the  nation ;  and,  if  power  had  been  put  in 
the  hands  of  the  President  to  entorce  it,  there 
would  have  been  none  of  the  smuggling  which 
was  now  complained  of.  Tbe  fault  lay  in  trust-^ 
ing  too  much  to  the  perfectibility  of  human  na- 
ture. Laws  never  were  made  to  restrain  good 
men,  but  to  bind  rogues ;  and  some  power,  therefore, 
was  necessary  to  carry  them  into  effect.  Mr.  M. 
quoted  tbe  Journals,  to  show  that  the  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  President  to  employ  the  naval  force 
to  enforce  the  embar^  had  been  postponed  in- 
definitely. He  melitioned  this,  because  the  vio- 
^ation  of  the  embargo  system  bad  been  charged 
on  their  merchants  generally,  whose  character 
he  defended  from  a  charge  or  being  habitual  vio- 
lators of  the  laws.  There  might  be  bad  men 
amongst  them,  as  there  was  in  every  class  of 
sbciety,  but  that  was  no  reason  to  impeach  the 
integrity  of  the  whole.  He  hoped,  before  the 
House  shonld  consent  to  tbe  amendments  to  the 
bilL  that  they  Would  fall  upon  some  system  to 
defend  the  liberty  of  the  citizen.  He  said  he 
could  tale  care  oi  his  own  property;  but  when 
he  returned  home,  he  could  not  bear  to  be  called 
on  by  the  fathers,  mothers,  and  relatives  of  these 
impressed  citizens,  to  know  what  had  been  done 
for  their  relief,  and  not  have  it  in  his  power  to 
answer  them  satisfactorily. 

Mr.  Love  declared  his  belief  that,  since  the 
formation  of  the  Constitution,  the  American 
Congress  had  never  been  called  upon  to  deliber- 
ate on  so  vitally  important  a  question  as  that 
now  proposed  to  them,  which  in  feci  involved  a 
dereliction  of  the  principles  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence.  He  said  he  had  not  been  a  warm 
advocate  for  the  bill  as  it  went  from  this  House ; 
he  bad  thought  it  a  recession  from  the  high 
ground  heretofore  taken;  but,  as  returned,  it  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  bottomed  on  the  doctrine  of 
Oon-resistance  and  absolute  dependence.  Mr.  L. 
took  a  view  of  the  various  injurious  measures 
and  decrees  of  the  belligerents,  and  of  the  meas- 
ures adopted  by  the  United  States  in  consequence. 
Had  the  state  of  things  altered  since  these  measures 
were  adopted?  Had  there  been  the  least  relaxa- 
tion 7  He  quoted  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  twelve  months 
ago,  when,  by  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-one  to  two,  this  House  had  resolved  *'that 
the  United  States  cannot,  without  a  sacrifice  of 
their  rights,  honor,  and  independence;  submit  to 
the  late  edicts  of  Great  Britain  and  France." 
And  tiow  it  was  proposed  to  submit  to  those  very 
edicts — yes,  to  go  beyond  that  submission — for, 
iince  that  time,  the  nation  had  received  additional 
insults.  Mr.  L.  said  he  wished,  however,  more 
particularly  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
substantial  question  of  a  dereliction  of  the  spirit 
of  our  essential  rights  of  property  and  liberty. 


The  bill  as  seat  fronl  the  Senate,  d«w  merdf 
contained  that  resbtance  which  the  Legislaturft 
thought  proper  to  oppose  to  the  aggressroos  of 
British  fleets  or  cruisers  entering  our  harbon, 
and  committing  premeditated  or  wanton  assadts 
and  violations  of  our  jurisdiction ;  bat  contaiDed 
no  other  resistance,  if  the  HoU&e  were  to  acqui- 
esce in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  tbe  bifi 
would  be  such  a  recognition  of  the  assumed 
rights  of  the  belligerents  as,  by  the  law  of  oatioas, 
could  never  hereafter  be  controverted.  He  said 
it  was  a  principle  that  a  weak  nation,  wheDaa 
irresistible  force  was  employed  to  aid  the  rievs 
of  a  greater,  could  sabmit  without  disgrace.  But 
was  that  the  situation  of  the  United  States? 
Should  it  be  left  to  postcritr  to  say  that  the 
present  generation  were  nnsfaieco  8upfy)rt  tbelr 
rights,  when  ther  had  a  miNion  of  men  M 
whose  hands  muskets  and  bayonets  coufd  be  pQf,| 
and  a  sohd  capital,  which  would  produce  fire 
hundred  millions  of  dollars?  Posterity  miglit! 
blush  for  the  degradation  of  the  present  genm^ 
tion  if  the  bill  passed,  but  cotild  not  ur^e  id  theii^ 
excuse  the  plea  of  weaktress.  The  prraciplescf 
the  bill,  as  it  went  to  the  Semite,  were  the  hit 
stage  on  this  side  submission.  If  resistance  ha 
never  been  attempted,  the  omission  would  do| 
have  displayed  so  much  weakness  as  it  wouU 
now  to  withdraw  it.  What  would  be  the  coDset 
quence  of  now  receding  from  resistance  1  Aci 
cording  to  their  former  declarations.  Mr.  Lovl 
said,  by  such  conduct  the  House  would  ackoow^ 
edge  their  submission.  There  were  numeroo 
instances  recorded  in  history,  which  tested  th4 
position  that  non-resist<nee  saoctioned  nsarpri 
tion.  What  was  the  fact  in  relaltion  to  the  raij 
of  '56?  It  was  then  for  the  first  time  that  Qrd 
Britain  had  advanced  the  principle  known  b| 
that  name — and  what,  said  Mr.  L.,  do  the  writei 
of  the  present  day,  what  does  the  author  of  Wi 
in  Disguise,  tell  you  ?  Why,  that  neutral  PoweJ 
had  assented  to  the  principle  by  submitting  1 
its  application.  And,  if  we  no  w  adopt  the  ameod 
ments  of  the  Senate,  posterity  will  be  told  thi 
we  recognised  and  sanctioned  the  principle,  b< 
cause  we  submitted  to  it  in  practice. 

Mr.  L.  next  spoke  of  the  prices  of  prodoce,  < 
which  so  much  was  said,  and  of  the  improbam 
ity  of  their  being  better  until  tranquillity  shool 
be  in  some  measure  restored  in  the  Europefl 
world.  Could  the  United  States  remove  aU  i 
strictions  on  hrads,  could  they  restore  peace  I 
Europe,  then,  and  not  till  then,  might  our  cil 
zens  enjoy  the  benefit  of  a  free  commerce, 
the  news  this  dav  received  were  correct,  Gr^ 
Britain  must  follow  the  example  of  France 
rescinding  her  decrees,  or  must  abide  the  cod^ 
quences  of  war  with  us.  If  she  does  not  wH 
war  with  us,  he  said  she  would  promptly  recti 
and  then  something  like  a  fair  price  for  prodoi 
might  be  expected.  But  it  was  useless  to  ex p*; 
a  fair  price  while  England  was  the  only  natii 
with  whom  we  could  trade,  and  We  were  exci 
ded  from  intercourse  with  almost  all  tbe  Coo 
nent. 

Before  he  was  called  upon  to  ref^l  the  n^ 


1449 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


1450 


•Pebruabt,  1810. 


Commerekd  kUercourte. 


H.  OP  R. 


iDtoreourse,  Mr.  L.  said  he  wished  to  see  some  I  prietr  of  pasiajg;  the  bill  as  amended,  and  reserv- 
metsure  proposed  as  a  substitute  which  should    mpftne  part  stricken  out  for  a  separate  bill.    Ves- 


sosiaia  the  honor  of  the  nation.  If  any  gentle* 
man  would  bring  forward  a  proposition  which 
sboald  ioelode  that  principle  of  resistance  to  the 
decrees  of  the  belligerents,  which  duty  to  Qod  and 
their  country  enjoined  on  them,  he  would  Toie 
fot  it.  Let  as  not,  said  he,  be  deluded  by  the 
idea,  that  after  we  ptLss  this  bill,  and  thus  prostrate 
thehoDor  of  the  nation,  we  may  be  permitted  in 
another  way  to  express  our  opposition  to  the  in- 
jarious  decrees.  No,  sir,  let  tnis  bill  once  be  riv- 
eted on  us— we  may  waste  our.  strength  in  mid* 
night  sessions,  but  you  never  would  again  be  able 
to  place  the  country  in  the  honorable  attitude  in 
wbieh  it  now  stands.  I  feel  an  abhorrence  for 
the  measure  in  the  point  of  Tiew  in  which  it  strikes 
my  mind.  .If  I  knew  that  this  amendment  had 
hea  adrued  by  a  member  of  the  Administration, 
I  Tooid  not  hesitate  to  give  my  rote  for  his  im- 
mediate  impeachment,  and  I  would  charge  him 
with  treason  against  the  liberties  and  indepen- 
denceof  his  coantrv  ;  but  the  motives  which  pro- 
duced it  must  be  honorable.  Others  may  have 
despaired  of  successful  resistance.  But,  sir,  let 
us  Mow  the  example  of  the  Father  of  his  Country. 
When  surrounded  by  the  batulions  of  the  enemy, 
4nd  watched  by  the  Tories,  did  he  despair  of  suc' 
eess?  He  did  not.  Let  as  then  also  advance, 
and  not  retrograde,  as  proposed  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  Bibb  remarked  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mx.  Mumfoho,)  who,  now  the  em- 
bargo was  gone,  was  singing  hosannas  to  its  praise. 
vas  the  first  in  the  House  who  suggested  the  total 
or  partial  repeal  of  that  measure.  The  object  of 
Uu  Bibb's  riaing  at  this  time  was  to  declare  that 
be  sboald  vote  against  the  amendments  of  the 
•Senate,  contrary  to  an  intimation  before  given  to 
tile  House,  because  he  understood  that  the  con- 
siroctioD  given  to  the  remaining  sections  was, 
ihit  they  repealed  all  penalties  incurred  onder 
the  embargo  laws. 

Mr.  GAaasNiBR  declared  himself  much  pleased 
viih  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  and  hoped 
^tj  would  be  concurred  in.  He  ridieuied  the 
idea  of  their  involving  submission ;  for,  he  said, 
that  the  bill  was  the  l^^inniog  of  a  manly  resist- 
ance. Hitherto^  the  United  States  had  done  those 
things  wiiieh  the  belligerents  had  ordered  them 
to  do,  and  left  undone  those  things  which  they 
lud  ordered  them  not  to  do.  He  wished  to  see 
^e  system  changed.  There  could  be  no  rational 
objection  to  the  amendments.  Gentlemen  might 
i^ve  a  question  of  consistency  to  settle  with  them- 
•*<^res,  if  they  voted  for  them ;  bat  he  begged  of 
ihem  not  to  surrender  the  vital  interests  of  the 
coantry  to  the  preservation  of  their  reputation 
for  consistency ;  consistency  in  evil  could  produce 
fio  benefit.  Nothing  but  folly  and  obstinacy,  he 
^d,  could  arge  to  a  perseverance.  Ckntlemen 
mnst  know  the  system  could  produce  no  good. 
Let  them  then  do  a  noble  act,  and  recede  at  once ; 
H  will  be  a  sacrifice  of  their  own  consistency 
to  the  safety  of  the  country.  It  was  acknowl- 
<dged  on  all  hands  that  the  non*intercourse  ought 
40  be  repealed.    Bftr.  Q.  then  anggeatcd  t^e  pro* 


sets  were  waitiqg  at  a  great  expen^^,  for  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  to  go  to  sea,  yet  doubtful  of  the 
course  which  woiud  be  pursued.  Injury  maat 
result  from  this  uncertain,  waveriqg  policy.  The 
citizens  of  this  country,  Mr.  Q.  sard,  had  more 
reason  to  be  afraid  of  the  restrictions  of  their  own 
Government  than  of  the  acts  of  the  belligerents. 
He  wished  an  assurance  to  be  given,  by  pottiiig 
an  end  to  these  restrictions,  that  commerce  should 
no  longer  sqfier  interruptioi). 

Mr.  Rosa  was  opposed  to  the  bill  as  it  went 
from  this  House,  for  he  thouj^ht  he  ^aw  in  it  not 
only  passive  but  active  submission.  He  thought 
he  nad  seen  in  it  an  agreement  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  that  the  Orders  in  Council  should 
be  adopted  as  part  of  the  laws  regulating  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States.  Mcich  as  he  wished 
the  non-intercourse  repealed,  hp  said  he  haff  rather 
it  should  expire  by  its  own  limitation  at  the  en.d 
of  the  session  than  have  it  coppled  with  any  in- 
jurious restrictions.  He  therefore  moved  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  amendments 
to  the  bill  indefinitely. 

The  rootiop  waa  nej^atived — y^as  39,  i^ayp  81, 
as  follows : 

TxAs — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Exekiel  Bacon,  Daisd 
Bard,  John  Brown,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Bpfiphxoditfis 
Champion,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  ^William 
Crawford,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  Willipfn 
Findlej.  Jonathan  Fiak,  Baizillai  Gafipett,  Gideon 
Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson,  jr.,  James  Holland,  Bema* 
min  Howard,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  John 
LoTe,  Matthew  Lyon,  Gurdon  8.  Mamford,  Thorny 
Newbold,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Peter  B'.  Por- 
ter, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Eras- 
tus  Root,  John  Ross,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ad^  Sey- 
bert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smjth,  Richard  Stanford, 
John  Thompson,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  and  Robmt 
Weakley. 

Nats — ^Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Borwell  Bassett,  Wnu 
W.  Bibb,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
John  C.  Chamberlain,  William  Chamberlin,  HowjbU 
Cobbr  James  Cochran,  Orchard  Cook,  James  Car» 
Henry  Crist,  Richard  Cutis,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Wil- 
liam Ely,  Jas.  EmoU,  Meshack  FranUin,  Barent  Gar^ 
denier,  David  8.  Garland,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Thos.  B. 
Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Ha- 
ven, Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hnbbaad,  Riohaird 
Jackwm,  junior,  Robert  Jenkins,  Walter  Jones,  Wil- 
liam Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knicker^adur, 
Jos.  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermoie,  Robert  he 
Roy  LiYiwtQa»  Afuron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert 
Marion,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  $am- 
uel  McKee,  Alexander  ;McKim,  Pleasant  ^.  filler, 
Wm.  Milnor,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  .Mooip, 
Thos.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,. Jonathan  D.Mpseley, 
Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  BemaminPickman, 
junior,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Eliaha  K.  Potter,  Josiah 
Quincy,  John  Rea  of  PennsyWajiia,  John  Roane,  Efie- 
nezer  8age,  Ebenezer  Beaver,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  South- 
ard, John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  fi.  Stur- 
ges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taylor, 
Uri  Traey,  George  M.  Troup,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke, 
Archibald  Van  Horn,  KiUian  K.Ta|i  Renaselaar,  La- 
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bui  Wheaton,  Robert  Whitehill,  Ezekiel  Whitmmn, 
JfUnM  Wilson,  and  Robert  Withenpoon. 

Mr.  Bacon  observed  that  there  was  some  am- 
biguity in  the  bill  as  to  the  repeal  of  the  penalties 
iocnrred,  but  not  yet  recovered,  under  the  em- 
bargo laws.  It  could  not  be  the  intention  of  any 
one  that  a  doubt  should  exist  on  the  subject.  It 
was  sufficient  to  authorize  an  amendment,  that 
professional  men  of  respectable  talents  differed 
in  the  construction  of  the  terms  of  the  bill.  He 
therefore  moved  to  add  a  new  section,  as  follows : 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  the  penalties 
and  forfeitures  which  may  jiaye  been  incurred  on  ac- 
coont  of  any  infraction  of  the  act  laying  an  embargo 
on  all  ships  and  Teasels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  of  the  acts  supplementary  there- 
to, or  of  the  act  to  enforce  and  make  more  effectual  an 
act,  entitled  **  An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships 
and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States,  shall  and  may  be  recovered  and  distributed  in 
like  manner  as  if  the  said  acts  had  continued  in  fiill 
force  and  virtue. 

Messrs.  Dana,  Livermore,  Q.uinct,  Key,  and 
Gold,  opposed  the  amendment,  all  appearing  to 
differ  from  Mr.  Bacon  as  to  the  construction  of 
the  law. 

The  amendment  was,  however,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Eppes  said  it  would  be  recollected  that  on 
a  former  occasion  he  had  expressed  a  willingness 
to  abandon  the  restrictive  system  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  our  propertv  by  an  efficient  force. 
Notwithstanding  all  tnat  has  been  said  about  re- 
atrictive  measures,  said  Mr.  £..  it  is  a  fact  that 
thev  have  considerable  effect ;  that  they  amelior- 
ated the  situation  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
we  stand  on  a  higher,  a  far  more  exalted  ground 
than  we  should  have  done,  had  they  never  been 
adopted.  What  was  the  situation  in  which  the 
United  States  wer#  placed  at  the  time  the  em- 
bargo was  laid  ?  At  that  time,  by  the  decrees  of 
the  belligerents,  our  whole  commerce  was  pros- 
trated ;  by  a  single  blow  our  exports  had  been  re- 
duced from  one  hundred  and  eight  millions  to 
aeven  millions  annually.  But  not  that  alone. 
American  produce  was  subjected  in  the  first  place 
to  go  to  Great  Britain,  and  in  the  next  place  to 
pay  a  very  heavy  transit  dutv.  And,  sir,  although 
gentlemen  have  said  that  the  restrictive  system 
produced  no  effect,  what  was  the  fact?  In  the 
year  in  which  trade  with  England  was  wholly 
interdicted,  Great  Britain  lost  in  her  exports  four- 
teen million  pounds  sterling.  And  it  is  believed 
to  be  a  fact  that  even  at  the  present  moment,  not- 
withstanding the  unprincipled  conduct  of  that 
nation,  three-fourths  of  her  foreign  trade  is  still 
carried  on  by  American  vessels — and  this  may 
be  a  reason  why  the  American  merchants  have 
affected  to  view  with  indifference  what  a  few 
years  ago  would  have  been  the  greatest  boon  they 
would  ask.  What  did  the  bill  passed  by  this 
House  propose?  To  give  to  our  merchants  the 
exclusive  carrying  of  all  the  trade  of  the  country. 
And  why  do  they  reject  it  ?  Because  they  are 
more  interested  in  carrying  British  goods  than  in 
carrying  the  produce  of  their  own  country.  They 
liad  rather  carry  these  fourteen  millions  sterling, 


to  add  to  the  strength  of  Great  Britain,  than  be 
eninloyed  in  the  carrying  of  our  own  produce. 

The  decrees  of  Great  Britain  have  been  varied 
since  the  embargo  was  laid,  and  their  pressure 
much  lessened  ;  but  what  is  the  actual  and  prae- 
tical  operation  of  them  as  they  now  stand  ?  The 
decrees  of  France  I  consider  as  equally  iniqoitooi, 
but  totally  ineffectual  as  to  us,  as  they  are  as  to 
Great  Britain — and  therefore  1  do  not  take  tbem 
into  account.  I  speak  of  that  system  which 
Great  Britain  can  and  does  enforce,  and  which 
goes  to  the  destruction  of  my  interest  as  an  agri- 
cultural man.  The  principle  of  the  November 
order  is  as  completely  abandoned  as  if  it  had 
never  been  issued.  Wnat  was  its  principle  ?  To 
force  all  our  commerce  into  her  ports,  and  make  it 
pay  tribute.  What  is  its  principle  now  ?  That 
of  blockade,  which  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  themselves  opposed  in  1793,  which 
in  the  Administration  of  WAaHiNOTOii  was  con- 
sidered a  darinjr  and  base  attack  on  the  rights  of 
the  country.  Of  the  tobacco  which  is  made  id  the 
Southern  country,  fourteen  thousand  hogsheads 
are  consumed  in  England,  the  remainder  in  Hol- 
land, Germany.  France,  dtc.  That  part  suitable 
for  the  Englisn  market  must  be  of  a  peculiar 
quality.  Ail  the  second  quality  of  tobacco,  which 
is  called  light  and  dry,  finds  a  market  only  oi 
the  Continent  What  is  the  effect  of  this  cif 
cumstance  on  the  planter  ?  Wh)^  at  the  preseot! 
moment,  the  tobacco  to  suit  the  British  market] 
has  sold  at  nine  and  a  half  dollars  per  hundred 
weight,  whilst  that  of  secondary  quality  is  worth 
nothing.  The  Maryland  tobacco  brings  only  four 
or  five  dollars,  owing  to  the  blockading  svstem  of 
Great  Britain,  which  keeps  from  market  forty-six 
thousand  hogsheads  of  tobacco  annualiy,aDd  com^ 
pels  it  to  take  an  unnatural  course  through  Grea^ 
Britain  or  through  the  northern  ports.  Cotton 
and  floor,  Mr.  E.  said,  were  in  nearly  a  similai 
situation.  He  said  he  saw  in  a  submission  to  this 
principle  the  ruin  of  the  agricultural  interest  ol 
the  United  StaiesT-^nay,  more;  he  saw  the  rain 
of  the  mercantile  interest  also,^nd  wondered  that 
the  merchants  themselves  did  not  see  it  What 
have  we  heard  of  the  hostility  of  Southern  meo 
to  commerce?  asked  Mr.  E.  Great  Britain  has 
only  to  except  from  the  operation  of  her  bloct 
ading  system  cotton,  tobacco,  and  hemp— the  in- 
terest ot  the  merchant  might,  but  that  of  the  piap' 
ter  would  not,  be  affected  by  submitting  to  it 
But  I  never  acted  on  that  principle.  I  have  al] 
ways  been  taught  that  Government  was  intended 
for  the  joint  benefit  of  the  community;  so  far  a! 
in  my  power,  I  would  extend  protection  to  alt. 

What  is  now  proposed  to  be  done,  sir  ?  Wbil< 
the  decrees  and  orders  remain  in  full  force,  whilsl 
I  as  a  planter  am  cut  off  from  a  market  for  mj 
produce — ^and,  although  the  merchant  under  i 
British  license  may  sail  where  he  pleases,  ih( 
expense  of  that  license  comes  out  of  my  pocket- 
an  amendment  comes  from  the  Senate  going  tc 
the  surrender  of  everything  for  which  the  United 
States  have  contended  for  the  last  five  yeats.  ll 
it  had  come  from  a  quarter  where  motives  couU 
be  suspected,  I  woald  not  hesitate  to  say,  it  wai 
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a  tnitorous  abaodonnieDt  of  the  rights  of  the 
cooQirjr.    I  belieFe  that  body,  however,  to  be  pare 
as  oarselves,  aad  can  only  regret  that  on  this  oc- 
ea&ioo  their  views  appear  to  differ  so  widely  from 
mice.    Whilst  the  British  decrees  against  our 
commerce  were  in  force,  in  1793,  they  were  re- 
moQsirated  against  in  language  as  strong  as  pos* 
sibie  bf  a  man  who  has  l^en  represented  as  hos- 
tile to  commerce  and  to  coaimercial  rights,  and 
DDder  the  inspection  of  Wasbingtom,  at  a  time 
when  he  possessed  not  only  the  confidence  of  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  but  the  un- 
diridedconfidenceof  the  American  people.    Mr. 
E.  quoted  a  letter  from  Mr.  Jefferson,  then  Secre- 
ury  of  State,  to  Mr.  Hammond,  remonstrating 
igaiost  the  inva^ioa  of  neutral  rights.    Here,  then. 
said  Mr.  E.,  is  the  principle  contested^  which  has 
beeo  a  scourge  to  our  commerce  for  the  last  &7e 
jean.    Whether  the  course  hitherto  pursued  by 
ibe  United  States,  has  been  the  coarse  best  to  be 
adopted,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say.    It  was  a  pe- 
riod in  which  the  ablest  and  best  men  might  and 
did  differ  as  to  the  course  proper  to  be  pursued. 
It  seems  at  present  to  be  conceded  that  the  noh« 
iotereoarse.  after  we  hare  been  swindled  out  of 
ail  the  provisions  calculated  to  enforce  it  (for  I 
mast  continue  to  call  the  disavowal  of  the  arrange* 
oeot  of  April  a  swindling  transaction)  is  of  little 
use.  I  ask  gentlemen,  Will  they  abandon  my 
nghts?    Will  they  not  afford  me  a  road  to  mar- 
ket?  Will  they  shrink  from  me,  and  leave  me 
to  force  my  way  as  I  can  ?    For  what  purpose 
was  this  Qovernoient  established?     Why   did 
i^rse  seventeen  distinct  confederacies  unite  un- 
^rone  head?    To  the  State  Governments  be- 
ioQgsall  that  affects  life  or  property — and  the 
Geoeral  Government  was  designed  to  oppose  to 
the  eocroachments  of  foreign  Governments  the 
Baited  arm  of  the  seventeen  States.    Are  we  then 
.0  foJd  our  arms,  to  be  driven  from  the  ocean 
vithoot  a  straggle — to  strike  oar  flag  and  surren- 
^r  those  rights  the  people  have  intrusted  to  our 
lirotection  ?    This,  I  trust  in  God,  is  not  the  spirit 
of  Congress.    If  it  be,  it  is  not  the  spirit  of  the 
pnple.    If  the  present  majority  are  incapaj^e  of 
protecting  the  rights  of  the  nation,  let  them  de- 
elate  they  feel  incompetent  to  their  duty,  and  let 
^ir  places  be  supplied  by  successors  ,o{  more 
^moess.    Mr.  E.  said  he  for  one  was  not  disposed 
to  abandon  the  ocean  altogether ;  he  believed  that 
t&«  oatioo  had  rights  which  it  was  essential  to 
^fend ;  that  the  people  were  disposed  to  defend 
i^oste  rights ;  and  that  if  there  was  a  want  of  en- 
*f|y anywhere,  it  was  in  their  Government.    In- 
aueoceU  by  these  considerations,  he  had  risen  to 
^9er  the  following  amendment.    He  said  he  had 
^wn  a  separate  section  as  to  each  Power,  thai 
jilt  people  might  see  who  were  disposed  to  defend 
j|^«  rights  of  the  nation  against  either  France  or 
preat  Britain,  and  who  against  both.    He  was 
aim&elf  of  ihe  latter  description ;  and  although 
Be  did  not  feel  the  pressure  of  the  French  decrees, 
^  considered  them  equally  odious  in  principle, 
^d  lending  to  destroy  those  rights  for  which  he 
ever  should  eontend. 
Mr.  E.  then  offered  an  amendment  providing 


for  convoying  trade  and  arming  merchant  vessek 
bound  to  the  ports  of  belligerents,  Ac,  which  was 
afterwards  withdrawn  and  the  following  substi- 
tuted : 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  owner  of  any 
merchant  vessel  bound  to  any  port  or  place  not  actually 
invested*  with  which  intercourse  shall  be  prohibited  by 
the  decrees  or  orders  of  the  British  Government,  shall 
be  allowed  to  arm  and  oppose,  by  force,  every  attempt 
to  restrain  or  divert  from  its  destination  any  vessel 
wholly  owned  by  American  citizens,  and  not  csnying 
contraband  of  war ;  and  every  merchant  or  other  per* 
eon,  80  wishing  to  arm  for  the  defence  of  his  property, 
shall  be  furnished  with  a  certificate  from  the  collector 
of  the  port  from  which  he  sails,  that  he  has  no  articles- 
of  contraband  of  war  on  board,  and  shall  enter  into 

bond  with  the  said  collector  in  a  penalty  of dol* 

lars,  with  condition  that  his  arms  shall  be  employed 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  defending  his  property  against 
capture  or.  detention  under  the  decrees  or  orders  of  the 
British  Government. 

And  be  it  Jurtker  ena^ed,  That  the  owner  of  any 
merchant  vessel  bound  to  any  port  or  place  not  actu- 
ally invested,  with  which  intercourse  shall  be  prohib- 
ited by  the  decrees  or  orders  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, shall  be  aUowed  to  arm  and  oppose,  by  force, 
every  attempt  to  restrain  or  divert  bom  ito  destination 
any  vessel  owned  wholly  by  American,  dtisens,  and 
not  carrying  oontraband  of  war ;  and  every  merdiant 
or  other  person  so  wishing  to  arm  for  the  defence 
of  his  property,  shall  be  furnished  with  a  certificate  from 
the  collector  of  the  port  from  which  he  sails,  that  ha 
has  no  articles  of  contraband  on  board,  and  shall  enter 

into  bond  with  the  collector  in  a  penalty  of dol« 

lars,  with  condition  that  his  arms  shall  be  employed 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  defending  his  property  against 
capture  or  detention  under  the  decrees  or  oiders  of  the 
French  Government 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to  employ  the  pub- 
he  armed  vessels  of  the  United  8Utes  in  protecting 
from  capture,  under  the  decrees  and  orders  of  Great 
Britain  or  France,  the  merchant  vessels  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  MuMFORD  rejoiced  at  the  proposition  of 
the  amendment,  though  he  did  not  entirely  agree 
in  the  views  of  the  gentleman  as  to  permitting 
merchant  vessels  to  arm.  He  had  no  objection 
to  the  convoy  system ;  we  had  had  the  best  of 
the  argument  Ion?  enough,  and  he  wanted  some- 
thing stronger.  He  could  not  however  consent 
that  merchant  vessels  should  carry  a  single  gun, 
because  it  would  put  the  peace  of  the  country  in 
their  power,  and  there  were  many  naturalized 
merchants  who  might  not  be  extremely  scrupu- 
lous aa  to  theit-  conduct  in  that  respect.  Mr.  M. 
explained  his  ideas  as  to  the  convoy  system.  If 
resistance  to  the  interruptions  of  a  lawful  trade 
brought  on  a  war,  what  would  be  the  consequence? 
Would  not  the  nation  support  Congress  in  iti 
No  doubt  of  it ;  for  if  they  would  not  defend  the 
trade  in  the  produce  of  the  land,  the  agriculturist 
might  as  well  stop  his  plough  and  shot  up  his  barn« 

Mr.  Dana  was  also  very  glad  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  bad  brought  forward  this  pro- 
position. He  admitted  that  it  was  one  object  of 
the  establishment  of  the  General  Oovernment  to 
protect  trade ;  and  that  if  it  failed  in  this  daty, 
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it  failed  in  the  priDcipal  object  of  its  institittioii. 
He  agreed  also  that  if  the  directors  of  the  public 
affairs  would  not  attend  to  the  business  of  the 
national  protection,  it  was  proper  for  them  toac- 
koowledse  that  they  were  unable  to  guide  the 
reins  of  the  empire,  and  that  they  ought  to  sur- 
render them  as  placed  ia  ha»ds  too  feeble  to  hold 
tbcfm.  He  was  glad  the  proposition  had  been 
brought  forward;  for,  notwithstanding  all  that 
had  been  said  in  or  out  of  the  House,  of  the  idle- 
vfless  of  all  attempti^  to  defend  our  maritime  rights, 
he  did  not  subscribe  to  the  doctrine,  nor  to  the 
opinion  that  we  should  now  pursue  the  course 
Which  had  been  adopted  prior  to  the  Declaration 
of  Independence — and  he  had  therefore  been  op- 
posed to  the  whole  system  of  commercial  restric- 
tion. It  was  a  feeble  colonial  system.  He  dif- 
fered from  Mr.  Mumfobo  as  to  the  propriety  of 
permitting  merchants  to  arm.  If  it  was  unfortu* 
nately  the  case  that  many  aliens  had  been  admitted 
to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  citizens,  he  said  he 
should  really  hope  that  they  were  not  mren  who 
could  not  be  trusted  as  tied  to  the  country  by  the 
privilege  of  citizenship.  He  eould  not  admit 
such  was  the  case,  especially  as  there  were  som« 
■lembers  of  this  House  perhaps  of  that  description. 
Mr.  D.  admitted  that  the  details  of  a  system  of 
arming  might  invblre  difficulty;  but  he  deemed 
it  his  duty  to  treat  any  proposition  going  to  that 
object  with  a  respectful  attention ;  and  was  there- 
fore p^eaised  at  the  introduction  of  this  motion. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  and  carried, 
65  to  45. 


TuEsnAT,  February  27. 

Mr.  Sbtbert  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
merchants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
that  oeitain  formalities  in  the  laws  relating  to 
bonds  for  debentures,  may  be  dispensed  with,  and 
that  the  Collector  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia 
may  be  directed  to  cancel  bonds  given  by  the  pe- 
titioners for  the  exportation  of  certain  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise^  entitled  to  drawback. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stanporo, 

Ruohedf  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  prepare  and  report  a  bill 
to  this  House,  fixing  ana  allowing  adequate  and 
auitable  salaries  to  the  clerks  in  the  different  of- 
fices of  the  Qovemment. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  the  appointment  of  an  additional  Judge,  and 
extending  the  right  of  suffrage  to  the  citizens  of 
Madison  county,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  ;" 
and  the  same  being  read,  were  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  to  extend  certain 

Eriyileges  therein  mentioned  to  Joseph  Joshua 
Oyster,  was  read  twice,  and  committed  ton  Com - 
imittee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  nexL 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  imssed  the  bill,  entitled  '*An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 


Navy  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  oae  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  ten,"  with  amendmeDts; 
to  which  they  dedre  the  eoncoireaee  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  Gaboeribr  ofiered  the  following  resola- 
tion,  observing  that  he  had  understood  that  the 
report  of  the  Attorney  (3enera)  on  the  subject  of 
the  batture,  which  was  supposed  to  have  been 
mislaid,  was  now  actually  in  the  possession  of  the 
Secretary  of  State : 

Reached,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  direetedto 
lay  before  this  House  m  copy  of  the  opintoii  of  the  At- 
torney €teiieral  on  the  right  of  the  United  Stttn  to 
the  battaie  uf  New  Orleans,  claimed  by  Bdwud 
Livingston. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a  divisiu. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

The  House  having  resumed  the  constderatioo 
of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  coo- 
cemtng  commercial  intercourse,  dbc. 

Mr.  Eppss  withdrew  the  amendments  he  had 
yesterday  offered,  with  a  Tiew  CO  snbsiitnte  too- 
ther in  its  place.  His  idea  was,  that  Great  Brit- 
ain and  France,  having  Tiolated  the  priocipl«sof 
the  law  of  nations,  it  was  necessary  for  the  Uai- 
ted  States,  so  far  as  respecis  those  particolar  pom 
blockaded  in  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  to 
deny  to  both  of  those  nations  the  rigiit  of  search- 
ing our  vessels  going  to  these  ports.  It  was 
strictly  a  defensive  system ;  it  was  not  takiog  a 
hostile  attitude,  but  raerdy  asserting  a  right 
which  we  derive  from  Qod  and  Nature,  and  de- 
claring that,  if  of^sed  in  the  exercise  of  that 
right,  we  will  defend  oar  property  against  piracy^ 
for  the  execution  of  those  decteea  was  a  coo^ 
tinued  act  of  piracy,  which  it  became  a  datf  td 
resist.  They  subjected  neutral  property  to  cap^ 
tare,  under  principles  unknown  to  the  civilized 
world — and  the  system  which  he  had  in  rie« 
appeared  to  him  to  be  the  only  practical  systeo 
of  resistance  which  could  now  be  adopted. 

Mr.  EPFsa  then  offered  the  following  sectioa^ 
as  an  amendment  to  the  bill : 

Sxe.  1.  And  be  U  fiifther  enaeied.  That  the  cod! 
mander  and  crew  of  any  meiehant  iissaai  of  the  United 
States,  owned  wholly  by  a  cttiaen  or  dtaens  tfaered 
and  not  canying  eontraband  of  war,  bound  to  an] 
port  or  place  not  octvaliy  invested,  with  whioh  vm 
course  shall  be  prohibited  by  the  decroes  or  orden  < 
the  British  Government,  may  oppose  and  defeai 
against  any  search,  restraintyor  seizure^  which  shall  b 
attemoted  ujpon  auch  veasels,  or  upon  any  other  sat^ 
owned  as  aforesaid,  by  the  commander  or  crew  of  io| 
armed  ▼easel  sailing  under  the  British  colors,  and  m^ 
repel  by  force  any  assault  or  hostility  which  may  b 
committed  on  the  part  of  such  British  vessels  pursuii^ 
such  attempt,  and  subdue  and  capture  the  same. 

8xc.  2d  repeats  the  same  provisions  for  authoriuii^ 
resistance  against  the  decrees  of  the  French  Goverl 
ment. 

Sic.  9d.  And  be  iifitrther  enaeied,  Thatwhenevi 
the  commander  and  crew  of  any  merchant  vessel  shd 
capture  and  aubdoe  any  Brttiah  or  French  armed  te 
ael,  from  which  an  assanH  or  other  hostility  shall  t 
first  made  as  aforeaaid,  such  armed  vessel,  with  b( 
taoUe,  apparteBaneea,  anununition,  and  lading,  ahi 
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lecnie  the  one-hmlf  to  the  owner  oc  owaen  ef  evch 
BMfdunt  Teeick  of  the  United  Statea,  end  the  other 
balftothe  cepton;  and  being  brought  into  any  port 
}f  the  United  States,  shall  and  may  be  adjudged  and 
ooodemned  to  their  use,  after  due  process  and  trial  in 
uij  court  of  the  United  States,  having  Admiralty  juris- 
diction, and  which  shall  be  holden  for  the  district  into 
which  such  captured  vessel  shall  be  brought ;  and  the 
same  court  shall  thereupon  order  a  sale  and  distribu- 
tion thereof  accordingly,  and  at  their  discretion,  saving 
iny  agreement  which  shall  be  between  the  owner  or 
ofwners,  and  the  commander  and  crew  of  sndi  met* 
dnnt  Teeoel. 


Sic.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  after  no- 
dee  of  this  act  at  the  several  custom-houses,  no  mer- 
chant armed  vessel  bound  as  aforesaid,  to  places  not 
tctaally  invested,  with  which  intercourse  shall  be  inter- 
dieted  by  the  decrees  or  orders  of  Government  of  Great 
Bntain  or  Fraottce,  shall  receive  a  deai^oe,  unless  the 
owner  or  owmrs,  and  the  masten  and  eommaBdera,  of 
taeh  veswby  for  the  intended  voyage  shall  give  bond  to 
the  United  Stataa,  in  a  sum  equal  to  thn  value  of  such 
Tsseel  and  cargo,  with  condition  that  such  vessel  shaU 
not  make  or  commit  depEedation»  outrage,  unlawlul 
assault,  or  unprovoked  violence,  on  the  high  seas, 
and  that  the  guna,  arms,  and  ammunition  of  such  vessel 
ihall  be  returned  within  the  United  States,  or  other- 
wise accounted  for ;  and  that  suoh  owner  or  owners, 
iiid  the  commander  and  crew,  of  such  merchant  vessel, 
will  in  all  things  conform  to  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
ind  to  such  instructions  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  pursuance  thereof,  shall  from  time  to  time 
establish ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  to 
see  that  no  armed  vesseb  clearing  out  as  aforesaid, 
ibali  have  en  board  atras  or  other  warlike  stores,  except 
foch  as  may  ooiurtituto  a  part  of  the  equipment  of  the 
nid  Teasel,  and  to  attach  a  certifleato  to  that  eflfoet  to 
tbedearanee  granted  to  aocfa  vessel. 

8ic.  &  And  be  iijuriker  enacted.  That  the  Presi- 
int  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  ia, 
aathorixad  to  establish,  in  confonnity  vrith  the  provi- 
S0B8  of  this  act,  aoitaUe  instmotkms  to  and  for  the 
nochant vaaawla  anthorind  to  aim;  Ibor  the  better 
Nstminlag  the  oommandera  and  crews  who  shall  be 
Miployed  theiein;  for  the  pieiventiag  any  ontrage  oc 
iajuy  which  they  may  be  dispoeed  to  commit,  or  the 
ttking  on  board  articles  contraband  of  war ;  a  copy  of 
vbieh  instructions  shall  be  delivered  to  the  comman- 
der of  such  vessel  when  he  shall  give  bond  as  aforesaid. 

8k.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Presi- 
4ent  of  the  United  States^shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
iBthonied  to  employ  the  public  aimed  vessels  of  the 
United  States  in  convoying  and  protecting  merchant 
veaels  of  the  United  States,  owned  wholly  by  a  citizen 
or  citizens  thereof  not  carrying  contraband  of  war,  and 
boand  to  any  port  or  place  not  actually  invested,  with 
which  intercourse  shall  be  prohibited  by  the  decrees  or 
onleiB  of  the  Govemmente  of  Great  Britain  or  France, 
ud  to  instruct  the  commanders  of  the  arined  vessels  of 
the  United  Stetes  to  oppose  and  defend  against  search, 
Ritraint,  or  sebure,  which  shall  be  attempted  upon  vee- 
*els  nnder  convoy,  by  the  commander  or  crew  of  any 
voedfessel  aaittng  under  British  or  French  colors^ 
■Bd  to  repel  by  Ibroe  any  aseault  or  hostMi^  which 
Btty  be  committed  on  the  part  of  aueh  Biitiah  or 

French  vessel  pniamng  such  attempt,  and  to  anbdne 
aad  capture  ^  same. 

.  Bac.  7.  And  be  ii  further  enacted.  That  any  Biit- 

^  «  French  voHwi  ao  ^ptased,  ahali  be  oonsadored 


lawful  priaa,  and  naay  be  condemned  in  any  court  of  the 
United  States  having  competent  jurisdiction,  and  the 
proceeds  of  such  prixe  shall  be  distributed  in  conformity 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act  "  for  the  better  govern- 
ment of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Sutes." 

Mr.  LivEBHORfi  observed  that  I  his  day  com- 
pleted ihe  third  month  of  the  session,  which  h«4 
bcea  so  far  exhausted  in  doinc  nearly  nothing ; 
and  when  there  was  a  possibiuty  of  coming  to. 
some  conclusion  oo  this  bill,  attempu  were  made 
to  defeat  the  passage  of  it.  Mr.  L.  took  a  review 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  GoTernment  from  the 
tton- importation  act  to  the  present  time,aDd  par- 
ticularly censttred  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Monroe's 
treaty.  He  was  wholly  opposed  to  the  amend- 
mente  now  moved.  It  coula  not  be  in  the  conlem* 
piation  of  any  gentleman  to  get  such  an  amend- 
ment through  toe  House.  It  was  nothing  short 
of  a  declaration  of  war  against  Great  Britain  and 
France.  Ottf  merchant  vessels  were  to  be  sent 
out  armed  cap-a-pie,  like  Q^uixotte  on  his  wind- 
mill expeditioo,  to  fight  the  belligerents.  If  ii 
were  possible  for  Congress  to  do  such  an  act, 
their  oonslitiieats  would  provide  strait  wnistcoate 
for  them.  If  gentlemen  had  any  tbiug  serious  in 
vieWt  be  called  upon  them  to  oriog  it  forwar4 
and  make  it  the  subject  of  a  separate  bill.  It 
bad  been  repeatedly  acknowledged  on  all  sides 
of  the  House,  that  the  non-intercourse  was  inef- 
fectual, or  operated  wholly  upon  ourselves.  And 
Mr.  L.  said,  it  was  net  in  force  as  to  Great  BrJtaio. 
This  he  knew  to  be  the  true  construction  of  the 
law,  although,  by  instructions  from  the  Treaaur^ 
Department,  clearances  were  refused  to  Britian 
porta.  But,  although  vessels  were  refused  cleaf- 
ance  to  these  ports,  there  never  had  been  a  nngis 
seizureof  0ouds  imported  from  that  country,  that 
he  could  learn,  and  this  was  a  wise  course  of 
conduct,  because  the  Government  must  know 
that  the  law  was  not  in  force,  and  therefore  avoid- 
ed the  expense  aud  ineonveaienoe  which  moat 
result  from  erroneous  seianres. 

Mr.  L.  made  a  number  of  remarks,  going  to 
show  tbat  the  sections  struck  out  by  tne  Senate 
could  have  no  effect.  The  exclusion  of  eight 
thousand  tons  of  British  sbipping  annually  from 
our  porte  cauld  have  no  effect  aa  a  coercive  mea- 
sure. It  was  the  most  trifliag  thing  that  could  be 
devised  to  operate  on  the  minds  of  the  British 
Ministry  to  induce  them  to  propitiate  us;  and 
was  equally  weak  as  a  measure  to  benefit  .the 
commerce  of  the  United  States. 

The  real  question  involved  in  the  amendment 
now  proposed,  Mr.  L.  said,  was  this :  Are  the 
United  States  prepared  to  gp  to  war  ?  What 
has  been  done  during  the  whole  of  the  pieaeat 
session  towards  a  preparation  for  war  1  When 
ia  the  bill  for  the  fitting  out  and  ineraasiog  the 
Navy  1  Where  is  the  Army  ?  How  are  we 
going  to  war,  and  what  will  be  iu  object  1  Was 
It,  he  asked,  to  take  Canada  ?  He  had  heard  of 
a  proposition  of  the  militia  of  one  State  to  take 
Canada ;  but  he  rather  doubted  whether  it  would 
be  practicable  to  carry  such  a  scheme  into  effect. 
It  would  be  something  like  the  plan  of  fitting  out 
oar  merchant  veMels  to  attack  the  British  navy. 
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If  war  was  meant,  he  called  upon  gentlemen  to 
bring  forward  a  direct  proposition  going  to  that 
object,  to  let  the  people  know  what  they  were  to 
expect. 

Mr.  L.  said,  that  the  members  could  not,  con- 
sistently with  their  duty  to  their  constituents, 
further  procrastinate  a  decision  of  this  question. 
It  was  their  bounden  duty  immediately  to  act.  If 
the  subject  was  not  now  thoroughly  understood,  it 
never  would  be ;  and.  as  the  House  was  certainly 
not  prepaied  to  go  to  war,  he  hoped  the  amend- 
ment would  be  negatived. 

Mr.  Key  made  an  object  ton  to  a  part  of  the 
amendment  as  out  of  order,  because  a  bill  par- 
tially embracing  the  same  principle,  viz:  the 
convoy  bill  reported  by  Mf.  Borwell,  was  al- 
ready before  another  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  because  a  decision  on  a  case  precisely  in 
point,  had  on  a  former  occasion  been  made  by 
thepresent Speaker, and  confirmed  by  the  House. 

The  Speaker  decided  that  so  much  of  the 
amendment  as  related  to  the  convoy  principle 
was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Eppes  rose  to  withdraw  that  part  of  the 
amendment  declared  out  of  order.  He  said  he 
was  placed  in  a  disagreeable  situation,  his  proposi- 
tions being  met  by  questions  of  order,  instead  of 
being  met  in  a  manly  and  open  manner.  He  be- 
lieved the  bill  as  amended  by  the  Senate  to  be  a 
base  surrender  of  the  rights  of  the  country,  and 
had  therefore  felt  it  his  duty  to  do  everything 
in  his  power  to  avert  th^  disgrace  which  would 
result  from  agreement  to  it,  and  he  wished  a  di- 
rect decision  on  his  proposition.  Mr.  E.  replied 
to  various  remarks  of  Mr.  Livermorb.  As  to 
the  time  which  had  been  spent  in  doine  nothing, 
it  was  for  those  who  had  amused  the  House  with 
long  speeches  from  day  to  day  to  account  for  it. 
As  to  his  amendment  being  open  war,  he  said  it 
was  that  species  of  war  which  a  man  would  en- 
counter if  his  house  was  invested  by  banditti  and 
he  was  to  buckle  on  his  pistols  and  sword  and 
sally  forth  to  meet  them.  And  was  the  nation 
so  dastardly  that  in  such  a  case  they  would  deend 
resistance  ridiculous  and  duixotic.  For  his  part, 
Mr.  E.  said,  he  was  willing  to  brin^  into  action 
the  whole  resources  of  the  nation.  He  was  wil- 
ling that  gentlemen  might  take  all  the  canvass 
of  the  pastern  country  and  make  it  into  strait 
jackets  for  madmen ;  he  would  be  as  willing  to 
take  the  tar  and  feathers  of  the  Southern  coun- 
try and  stick  them  on  the  back  of  the  wretch  who 
would  meanly  surrender  the  rights  of  his  coun- 
try. It  was  not  the  spirit  of  the  American  peo- 
ple to  submit  to  insult  and  oppression,  and  they 
would  not  brook  such  conduct  in  their  JElepresen- 
tives.  Mr.  E.  said,  he  had  no  disposition  to  de- 
lay the  proceedings  of  the  House,  as  alleged.  He 
declined  the  discussion  of  the  non-importatiop, 
embargo  and  non  intercourse  laws,  at  this  tim(3. 
He  had  expressed  his  opinions  on  them  at  the 
time  they  passed.  He  had  neither  made  speeches 
to  the  people  in  his  district  respecting  them,  or 
loaded  the  press  with  speeches  which  he  was 
said  to  have  made.  Such  as  his  sentiments 
were,  he  had   delivered  them   here,  the  only 


place  where  he  was  in  the  habit  of  detirer- 
mg  them.  He  would  not  examine  the  old  rale 
of  '56;  it  had  no  relation  to  the  question  before 
the  House.  Neither  would  he  examine  the  re- 
jected treaty.  If  any  man  could  bear  the  weight 
of  that  treaty,  it  was  the  man  who  made  it.  lie 
had  borne  it;  but  when  he  attempted  to  coDvince 
the  people  of  its  propriety,  when  he  wrote  a  book 
in  its  favor,  he  sunk  under  its  pressure.  A  cry 
of  war  was  made  against  the  proposition,  and  that 
had  been  the  cxy  against  every  measure  for  two 
years  back.  This  was  the  only  mode  left  to  de- 
fend the  nation's  rights.  Was  it  to  be  believed 
that  they  who  had  talked  so  much  about  energy, 
about  calling  out  the  physical  force  of  the  couoiry, 
would  skulk  from  the  only  present  possible  mode 
of  resistance,  viz:  puiting'suns  on  board  our  ves- 
sels ?  Were  they  aware  oi  the  attitude  in  which 
they  would  be  placed  before  the  country  if,  after 
ail  their  professions,  they  should  take  this  course? 
They  would  be  like  the  gambler  who,  after  losing 
his  hat  and  coat,  is  turned  naked  into  the  street. 
He  hoped  that  his  proposition  would  not  be  smoth- 
ered, but  that  all  men,  of  whatsoever  party,  would 
protest  against  driving  the  nation  into  a  surrender 
of  its  rights.  Mr.  E.  concluded  his  remarks  by 
moving  to  refer  his  amendment,  together  with 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, with  a  view  to  incorporate  his  propositions 
with  the  Senate's  amendment. 

Mr.  LivEBMORE  hoped  this  question  was  not  to 
be  tried  by  the  use  of  products  of  the  South,  tar 
and  feathers.  He  wisbeid  to  have  no  concern  with 
them.  It  was  reason  and  argument  which  were 
to  guide  the  decisions  of  the  House.  Warmth 
and  declamation  could  have  no  further  effect  than 
to  divert  the  mind  /or  a  moment.  It  might  mis- 
lead the  unguarded,  but  could  never  convince 
men  of  understanding.  The  same  might  be  said 
of  similes;  though  no  person  could  understand 
the  allusions,  they  might  divert,  but  not  influence 
the  intelligent.  Arguments  alone  ought  to  be 
attended  to.    As  to  long  speeches,  he  rather  sop- 

Eosed  the  gentleman  had  bad  his  proportion.  Mr. 
I.  was  wholly  opposed  to  the  reference  to  a  selecl 
committee.  Not  a  single  argument  could  be 
urged  in  favor  of  it,  or  to  delay  the  passage  of  th< 
bill,  which  had  not  been  urged  for  years  past. 
The  real  question  on  the  amendment,  viz:  would 
they  authorize  merchant  vessels  to  commit  tb< 
peace  of  the  country,  could  be  as  well  decidec 
now  as  after  a  report  of  a  committee  on  it. 

Mr.  Ross  observed  that  the  cry  of  war  ha^ 
been  repeated  so  often  against  every  measure 
proposea  by  the  majority,  that  it  made  no  mon 
impression  on  the  mind  than  the  boy's  cry  of  tht 
wolf  upon  those  who  had  been  so  often  alarffle< 
unnecessarily.  The  country  was  calling  alou( 
for  a  speedy  decision  by  the  House,  and  it  seemei 
to  be  expected  that  that  decision  would  be  in  favo 
of  a  total  repeal  of  the  non-intercourse.  He  di< 
not  conceive  that  this  course  would  be  justifies 
without  the  adoption  of  some  measure  to  repe 
the  aggressions  and  insults  heaped  upon  thi 
nation. 
Much  as  the  noo-iotercpime  was  now  deridd 
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Mr.  R.  Slid  that  thegeDtlemeo  in  opposition  bad 
one  and  all  last  So  miner  voted  for  its  con  tin  nance 
as  to  France.  He  would  make  no  deduction 
from  this  circumstance,  but  leave  it  to  the  House 
to  draw  their  own  conclusions.  He  was  pleased 
at  the  introduction  of  the  amendment  of  tne  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  and  conceived  that  the 
adoption  of  it  would  tend  to  support  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Why  were  gentlemen  afraij^  of  war? 
He  was  not  for  Quixotically  going  Co  war  with 
both  belligerents,  but  was  for  selecting  bis  man, 
singling  oot  the  nation  which  had  done  us  most 
injury.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  commitment  of 
the  amendment,  in  order  to  mature  it,  and  report 
it  in  some  more  practicable  form. 

Mr.  Gardenibr  was  against  commitment.  As 
to  the  opposition  said  to  be  made  to  propositions 
made  by  the  majority — did  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylrania  mean  to  say  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Eppes)  was  the  majority  ? 
He  protested  ap^aiost  the  gentleman's  being  con- 
sidered a  majority,  even  when  aided  bv  the  intelli- 
gence and  discernment  of  the  gentleman  from 
PennsTlrania.  Mr.  G  said,  he  recollected  that  not 
long  ago  the  majority^  commonly  so  .called,  would 
hare  nothing  to  do  with  propositions  something 
similar  to  that  now  moved,  and  it  therefore  ap- 
peared to  him  that  it.  most  be  a  minority  who 
were  supporting  the  present  amendment. 

Mr.  G.  observed  that  propositions  of  the  most 
eootradictory  nature  were  all  pressed  with  equal 
leal  into  this  bill.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  this 
was  done  with  any  improper  object;  but  the 
effect  would  certainly  be  to  delay  the  bill.  He 
protested  against  this  delay  and  these  various 
propositions.  It  reminded  him  of  a  story,  which 
be  would  repeat,  though  it  might  not  be  deemed 
strictly  classical  by  some  gentlemen,  as  it  was 
neither  from  ^sop  or  Dilworth.  A  physician 
administering  dose  after  dose  to  a  sick  man,  was 
reproached  for  it  by  the  patient,  who  thought  it 
was  time  to  stop.  "No,"  said  the  doctor;  **we 
shoot  into  the  disease,  and,  though  we  miss  it 
often,  we  shall  hit  it  at  last.''    "  Yes,"  replied  the 

Client,  rather  shrewdly."  "  but  all  this  time  yon 
t  me  without  touching  the  disease."  *  Mr.  G. 
aid  he  was  willing  to  take  the  bill  as  it  came 
^m  the  Senate,  without  adding  any  other  re- 
striction by  way  of  experiment.  That  bill  left 
oar  vessels  at  liberty  to  proceed  where  they 
pleased.  Now  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Eppes)  had  moved  an  amendment  to  pro- 
lyl them  in  their  trade  to  certain  ports,  and 
•l^clared  that  those  who  refused  to  do  so,  were 
willing  to  abandon  the  rights  of  the  country.  If 
Jhat  were  correct,  it  followed  conclusively  that 
for  three  years  nast  the  rights  of  the  nation  had 
been  abandonea.  All  appeared  willing  now  to 
get  rid  of  the  non-intercourse ;  and  it  seemed  very 
proper  that  the  House  should  decide  that  they 
wonld  have  commerce  before  they  determined  to 
protect  it— for  they  could  not  protect  before  they 
bad  it.  The  proposition  now  made,  appeared  to 
him  something  like  putting  the  cart  before  the 
°^^'  Mr.  G.  alluded  to  the  modification  which 
^t  Orders  in  Council  had  undergone,  and  ob- 


served that  they  ought  to  be  accurately  exam- 
ined before  the  House  decided  on  any  such 
proposition. 

Mr.  Q.  was  called  to  order  before  he  concluied 
his  remarks,  for  wandering  from  the  question  be- 
fore the  House,  viz :  the  motion  for  reference  to 
a  select  committee.  Mr.  Ross  had  been  called 
to  order  by  Mr.  G.  for  the  same  deviation,  and 
Mr.  G.  was  reminded  by  the  Speaker  more  than 
once  to  adhere  to  the  question  before  the  House. 
When  called  to  order  the  last  time,  Mr.  G.  took 
his  seat,  as  directed  by  the  rules  of  the  House. 
The  Speaker  declared  his  observations  to  be 
irrelevant  to  the  Question  before  the  House.  Mr. 
Lyon  obtained  the  floor  to  speak;  but  Mr.  G. 
claimed  a  right  to  pursue  his  observations.  Tho 
Speaker  decided  tnat  he  had  not  a  prior  right  to 
the  floor.  From  this  decision  Mr.  Dana. appeal- 
ed. The  decision  was  confirmed  by  the  Hoose 
— yeas  77,  nays  43,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William 
Anderson,  Eiekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Baa- 
sett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown, 
Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Cslhonn,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Coch« 
ran,  James  Cox,  William  Crawibrd,  Henry  Crist,  Rich- 
ard Ctttts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W. 
Eppes,  WiUiam  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Bantllai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David 
8.  Gariaod,  Thomas  Gholson,  jr.,  Peterson  Qoodwyn, 
Edwin  Gray,  Daniel  Haister,  Wiiiism  Helms,  James 
Holland,  Benjamin  Hpwaid,  Jacob  Hafty,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Samnel  McKee,  Alexander  Mcl(^n,  John 
Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jer* 
emiah  Morrow,  Gordon  8.  Mnmford,  Roger  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson, 
John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, John  Rheaof  TennesHoe,  Matthiss  Richards,  John 
Roane,  Erastos  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  8am- 
mons,  Ebenexer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw^ 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Thompson, 
Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Rob- 
ert Whitehill,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats — Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  William  EIv,  James  Emott,  Barent  Gardenier, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven, 
Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Robert 
Jenkins,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Jo- 
seph Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le 
Roy  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Vincent  Matthews, 
Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Jonathan  G.Moseley,  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Eli- 
■ha  R.  Potter,  Josish  Quincy,  Samuel  Smith,  John 
Stanley,  William  Stedman,  James  Stephtoson,  Lewis 
B.  Storges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  John 
Taylor,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wbeaton,  Ezekie 
Whitman,  James  Wilson,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

The  question  again  recurred  on  the  question 
of  reference  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Lyon  bpgan  to  make  some  remarks  against 
the  decision  just  made  on  the  point  of  order. 

He  was  called  to  order,  because  debating  a 
question  not  before  the  House,  and  resumed  his 
seat. 
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Mr.  Qabdbnier  then  rose  and  made  some  far- 
ther remarks  against  the  reference  of  the  amend-* 
ments  from  the  Senate,  with  those  proposed  by 
Mfi  fippES.  It  could  produce  no  effect  but  delay, 
being  a  distinct  question,  which  could  better  be 
discussed  in  connexion  with  the  bill  from  the 
Senate. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  refer 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  with  Mr.  Eppes's 
^amendment  thereto  to  a  select  committee,  and 
earried^— yeas  74,  nays  49,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Wil- 
liam Anderson,  Ezekiel'  Bacon,  David  Bard,  BarweU 
Bassett,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown, 
William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cox,  William  Crawford, 
Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W. 
Eppee,  William  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshaek 
Fra*nklin,  Banillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8. 
Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  jr.,  Peterson  GSoodwyn, 
Daniel  Heister,  William  Helms,  James  HoMand,  Ben- 
jemin  Howard,  iaoob  Hafty,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Walter  Jones,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  Mc- 
Koe,  Alexander  MoKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John 
Moiiigomery,  Nioholas  R.  Moore»  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Guidon  8.  Maialerd,  Roger  NoIbod,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Thomas  Newton,  John  Nichobon,  John  Porter,  Peter 
B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  PennsylTanii,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Krastas 
Root,  John  Ross,  fibeneier  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Sbenecer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John 
Saulie,  George  Smith,  John  Saiith,  Samuel  Steith, 
Benry  Southard,  iUehard  Stanford,  John  Thompson, 
lirt  Tracr,  Charles  Tamer,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Rob- 
ert WUlehtU,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wither- 


Nats— WlUiam  W.  Bibb,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Jame^ 
Breckenridge,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  Epaphroditus 
Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  James  Cochran,  Samuql 
W.  Dana,  WUUam  Ely,  James  Emott,  Barent  Gar- 
denier,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A. 
Havon,  Jonathan  H*  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson, Jr., 
Robert  Jenkins,  WilUam  Kennedy,  PhUip  B.  Key,  Her- 
man Knickerbacker,  Jodcph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe 
Livezmore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Matthews, 
Archibald  McBryde,  William  MUnor,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pick- 
man,  tun.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Jo- 
aiah  Quincy,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Stanley,  James  Ste- 
pjienson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel 
Taggart,  John  Taylor,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald 
Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Whea- 
ton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Efpbs,  Wbite«ii<l, 

MONTGOMEBY,  MySftPORD,  OanJ^,  DeSHA,  Ci7TT9i 

WtifXi,  and  W.  Ai^ston^  be  appointed  the  said  com- 
DM^te^. 

CONVOY  PRINCIPLE. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Eppes,  that  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  author- 
izing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  em- 
ploy the  public  armed  vessels,  and  permitting 
nierchant  vessels  to  arm  for  the  defence  of  Ame 
rican  commerce:  And  the  question  being  taken 


thereon,  it  was  rescdred  in  the  afitrmatiTe— yeas 
77,  nays  42,  as  follows : 

TsAS — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  junior, 
William  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard^  Bur- 
well  Bassett,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John 
Brown,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Cajhoun,  Matthew 
Clay,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  James  Cox,  WH- 
Ham  Crawford,  Henry  Crist,  Richard  Cutte,  John 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  WiUiam  Find- 
ley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meehack  Fraakhn,  Banillai  Gan- 
nett, Gideon  Gardner,  David  8L  Cterland,  Thomas 
Gboiaoa,  junior,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Daniel  Hei«ter, 
WUUmb  Hehns,  James  Htrfland,  Beigamin  Howard, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Jehnaon,  Walter  Jonca,  Wil- 
liam Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Robert  M aiiDB, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Pleaeant  Bf.  Mil- 
ler, John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Guidon  S.  Mumford,  Roger 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Ni- 
cholson, John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Joha  Rea  at 
Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Rich- 
ards, John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  John  Ross,  £benezer 
Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  EbenezerSeaver,  Adam  Sey- 
bert, Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Boutha^ 
Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Robert  Weakley, 
Robert  Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wither- 
spoon. 

Nats — ^Daniel  Blaisdell,  James.Breckenridg^,  John 
C.  Chamberlain,  Epap^roditus  Champion,  Martin  CThit- 
tenden,  WiUiam  Sly,  James  Emott,  Barent  Gardenier, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  WiUiam  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven, 
Jonathan  H.  Hubbaid,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Robert 
JenkinSi  PhUip  B.  Key,  Hennan  Knidterbacker,  Jo- 
se]^ Lewie,  junior,  Edmrd  St.  Loe  Livermoie,  Robert 
Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vineent  Mat- 
thews, Aiehibaid  McBiyde,  WUUam  MUnor,  JoBathan 
O.  Mosel^,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jun^ 
Timothy  Pitkin>  junior,  EUsha  R.  Potter,  Jodah  Qoia- 
cy,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  William  Stedman, 
Jamps  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope, 
John  Taylor,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Tan  Horn, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Lalmn  Wheaton«  Ezekiel 
Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 


Weunesdat,  February  28. 

Mr.  Rhea,  &om  the  Committee  on  Poat  Ofl&ces 
and  Poat  Roads,  presented  a  bill  regulattog  the 
Post  Office  Esiabtishment;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Como^ittee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

The  Speakbb  laid  before  the  Honae  a  letter 
and  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  reUtive  to 
the  aufficiency  and  quality  ol  the  muskets  mail- 
ufactured  at  the  public  armory  and  arsenal  at 
Springfield,  in  obedience  to  a  resoliuioii  of  the 
twenty-fifth  ultimo ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufaatures,  presented  a  hill  for  the 
relief  of  the  Collectors  of  Philadelphia  and  Nor- 
folk J  which  was  read  twice,  and  comnaitted  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
ameodmeat  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
apt  making  appropriatJLoos  for  the  Wavy  of  tke 
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United  States,  for  the  year  1810;"  and  the  same 
being  read;  were  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

AMEY  DARDIN. 

Mr.  GholsotC;  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  seTentb  of  December  last,  on  the  petition 
of  Amey  Dardin,  made  a  report  thereon  ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  Friday  next. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

Thtt  the  petitioner  daims  compensation  for  a  stud- 
hone,  known  by  the  ntfme  of  Komnlui,  taken  from  her 
Iratband,  DaTid  Dardfai,  in  the  year  1781,  fbr  the  use 
of  the  army  of  Che  United  States.  It  appeSTS  that  the 
ftid  hoTse  wia  impressed  from  David  Dardin  for  the 
pnt^  senice  by  Lieutenant  Hndder,  a  Continental 
officer,  on  the  26th  of  Pebmaiyy  in  the  year  aforesaid, 
ftod  was  then  rained  at  the  snm  of  £750  specfe.  The 
hone  was  taken  to  the  army  iti  Kohh  Carolina,  then 
commanded  by  General  Greene,  who,  upon  hearing  of 
the  valuation,  ordered  the  said  horse  to  be  valued  again, 
which  valnation  was  still  higher  than  the  first ;  Where- 
upon General  Greene  ordered  the  horse  to  be  returned 
to  his  ftrmer  owner,  who  called  Upon  three  persons  to 
ttcertain  the  damages  sustained  by  the  use  of  his  horse, 
tnd  they  estimated  the  damages  at  £100.  The  said 
Bardiu  then  received  the  horte  as  his  property,  and 
eodtimied  to  xtie  him  as  such  until  the  18th  July,  17S1, 
when  another  Continental  oflScer  again  took  the  horse 
ind  gave  a  receipt  for  him,  whei^in  the  sum  of  £760  is 
mentioned  ma  having  been  before  stated  as  the  appraised 
vthe.  This  procedure  attracted  the  attention  of  Uie  £x- 
ecirtive  of  Virginia,  and  in  December,  1782,  Benjamin 
Harrison,  then  Governor,  made  a  representation  to  Gen- 
eral Greene  reapecting  this  subject ;  but  the  horse  be- 
ing by  this  time  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  applied 
to  the  pnUic  aervioe,  was  continued  therein,  finally  dis- 
iposedoi;  and  never  thereafter  returned  to  the  said 
owner.  It  also  appears  that  this  ckim  of  Dardin  was 
referred  to  the  Virginia  Aseemblyin  1783  by  the  court 
of  MecUinburg  county ;  and,  in  a  fbrmer  report  it  is 
Hated,  and  believed  to  be  true,  that  Dardin  accordingly 
petitioned  the  LegiaUture  of  that  State ;  but  his  claim 
heisg  considered  aa  coming  more  properly  against  iih» 
Union  than  against  any  particnliur  State,  he  did  not 
nicceed.  He,  or  the  present  petitioner,  was  then  ad- 
vtted  that  redress  might  be  obtained  against  the  offi- 
cer! who  took  the  horse,  and  a  suit  was  instituted  in 
the  High  Court  of  Chancery  of  Virginia  for  that 
poipose,  which  suit  was  depending  therein  until  the 
ttonth  of  Jtme,  1793,  when  it  appeals  to  have  been 
sbtndoned  and  was  dismissed.  With  the  exception 
of  the  fact  which  the  committee  htxe  extracted  from  a 
<Brmer  report  in  this  case,  that  this  claim  was  once 
prasentad  to  and  rejected  by  the  Vtigtnta  Legislature, 
(which  is  deemed  a  drenmstance  of  no  particular  im* 
portance,)  all  the  foregoing  statement  is  supported 
by  written  document^  which  appear  to  be  genuine 
and  authentic 

On  the  merits  of  this  claim,  your  committee  consider 
it  simost  soperfiuous  to  comment  The  facts  are  con- 
ducive in  its  favor,  and  no  obstacle  to  its  discharge 
can  be  conceived,  except  Ae  lapse  of  time  on  this  sub- 
ject The  committee  beg  leave  to  state,  that  on  the 
t3d  July,  1787,  Congress  passed  a  resolution  provid- 
ing that  all  persons  having  unliquidated  claims  against 
the  United  States  shall  exhibit  a  particular  abstract 
thereof  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Uni- 
Wn  States  within  one  year.    This  was  the  first  limita- 


tion that  was  adopted  in  respect  to  any  class  of  claims, 
except  those  lor  personal  services,  whidi  had  been 
barred  by  the  resolution  of  3d  November,  178S.  Tha 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  this  claim  was  not  in- 
dnded  fai  the  resolution  of  88d  July,  1787,  because  tha 
resolntion  mentioBs  only  unliquidated  claims ;  and  tha 
present  claim  was  always  liquidated  and  certain.  Tha 
certificate  granted  by  the  Continental  offioer  stales  tha 
appraisement  of  the  horse,  made  pnrsuant  to^the  osaga 
of  the  army,  at  the  specific  ram  of  £750  specie. 

The  next  limitation  to  claims  agamst  the  United 
States,  and  which  it  is  believed  by  the  commtttea 
embraces  the  daim  of  the  petitioner,  is  contained  in 
the  act  of  the  ISth  Febmanr,  1793,  which  took  efiect 
on  the  1st  of  May,  1794.  On  the  28th  of  Februaij, 
1794,  the  petitioner,  instead  of  presenting  her  claim  to 
the  Treasury,  according  to  the  requisition  of  the  statute 
of  the  12th  of  February,  1793,  presented  it  to  Congress^ 
who  took  cognizance  of  it,  and  ordered  it  to  lie  on  their 
table.  Her  petition,  and  the  only  documents  on  which 
she  could  have  succeeded  at  the  Treasury,  were  re- 
tained in  the  possession  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives until,  and  for  some  time  after,  the  statute  of  lim- 
itations began  to  operate.  Tour  committee  have  no 
hesitation  hi  hasarding  the  opinion  that  in  a  case  like 
this,  between  A  and  B,  before  an  intelligent  and  up- 
right, and  equitable  judge,  the  daim  would  be  most 
undoubtedly  sanctioned,  as  not  coming  within  the  spir- 
it, although  it  may  &11  within  the  strict  letter  of  tha 
act  of  limitation. 

Placing,  however,  this  qneation  out  of  view,  tha 
committee  are  still  of  opiniofi  that  the  dahn  of  the 
petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed.  They  betieve  that 
when  a  daim,  founded  in'a  fair  oonsideration,  and  sup* 
ported  by  indisputable  evidence,  is  presented  for.  pay* 
ment,  a  proper  self-respect  on  the  part  of  the  Goveiii« 
ment,  as  well  as  justice  to  the  daimant,  requires  its 
discharge.  They  therefore  submit  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Reiohed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  to 
be  granted. 

RELATIONS  WITH  8PAW. 

Mr.  LivEftMORB  observed  that  he  beliered  it 
would  be  acknowledged  by  every  gentleman  that 
it  was  an  incumbent  duty  of  the  Representatives 
of  the  people  to  obtain,  by  all  proper  means,  in- 
formation of  the  state  of  public  afiairs,  especially 
so  far  as  relates  to  foreign  nations.  In  the  course 
of  the  present  session,  said  he,  we  have  heard  a 
great  deal  about  the  two  belligerents;  they  seem 
to  have  occupied  almost  the  whole  of  our  atten- 
tion— wehaye  heard  nothing  of  any  other  nation. 
We  have  received  from  no  quarter  infbrmation 
relative  to  our  relations  with  any  nation  other 
than  the  two  great  belligerents;  but  when  we 
come  to  consider  the  case,  it  will  be  found  that 
there  is  at  least  one  other  nation  of  great  import* 
ance  to  the  United  States— I  mean  the  Spanish 
nation ;  and  it  is  to  obtain  some  information  re- 
lative to  this  country  that  I  rise  to  offer  a  reso- 
lution. 

If,  sir,  we  consider  the  various  lights  in  which 
this  country  presents  itself  with  reference  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  it  will  be  found  to 
be  of  the  greatest  importance  that  we  should  pay 
attention  to  it.  In  the  first  place,  the  territory 
occupied  by  that  nation  on  this  continent  is  <>f 
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im mease  extent,  inhabited  by  a  rery  oumerous 
people,  possessing  almost  all  climates,  and  pro- 
ducing perhaps  the  commodities  of  all.  It  abounds 
in  the  greatest  wealth,  has  numerous  ports  and 
harbors,adTantageously  situated  for  commerce,  and 
peculiarly  presents  itself  to  the  United  States  as 
a  country  with  which  we  carry  on  a  rerv  lucra- 
tive branch  of  commerce.  We  have  had  for 
several  years  various  disputes  with  the  Spanish 
Government.  Under  the  Spanish  Government, 
great  depredations  have  been  made  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States;  spoliations  have  been 
committed  on  our  trade  to  a  very  Iftrge  amount, 
for  which  the  people  of  the  United  States  have 
never  been  indemnified.  There  have  also  been 
disputes  as  to  boundaries.  The  United  States 
have  at  a  very  great  expense  purchased  a  very 
large  territory  that  was  the  property  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Spain.  We  know  not  how  far  that  nation 
acquiesced  in  the  purchase.  Many  things  have 
been  said  as  to  the  improper  manner  in  which 
the  man,  Grovernment,  or  nation,  who  sold  the 
.territory  to  the  United  States  became  possess- 
ed of  It.  It  has  been  said  that  he  or  they 
never  acquired  a  just  title  to  the  territory;  that 
it  was  simply  placed  in  his  or  their  possession 
for  the  purpose  of  guarantying  to  a  branch  of  the 
Spanish  family  the  Kingdom  of  Etruria — ^and 
we  all  well  know  what  has  become  of  that  King- 
dom. Whether  the  Spanish  monarch  recognised 
the  right  of  France  to  transfer  or  not,  is  an  im* 
portant  question.  At  any  rate,  the  boundaries  of 
the  Spanish  territories  and  of  those  of  the  United 
States  are  not  settled.  I  believe  it  will  be  found 
of  the  greatest  importance  that  there  should  be  a 
settlement  of  this  dispute.  In  consequence  of  a 
neglect  to  settle  them  at  a  proper  opportunity, 
the  country  might  be  hereafter  drained  of  its 
population  by  unprofitable  wars.  When,  sir,  we 
reflect  on  what  nas  occurred  in  relation  to  the 
army  under  General  Wilkinson  at  New  Orleans, 
every  one  will  recoil  with  horror  at  the  idea  of 
what  miffht  be  the  consequence  of  prosecuting  a 
war  in  that  quarter  to  maintain  even  our  just 
rights. 

The  commerce  of  the  United  States  with  no 
nation  on  the  Continent  is  more  advantageous  to 
us  than  with  European  Spain.  We  have  been 
informed  by  the  newspapers,  the  only  source  of 
information  in  this  case,  of  various  vicissitudes 
in  the  Government  of  Spain,  of  the  abdication  of 
Charles  IV.  in  favor  of  bis  son  Ferdinandj  of  the 
captivity  of  the  latter,  of  a  Junta  assuming  the 
Government  in  the  name  of  Ferdinand  Vll.  en- 
deavoring to  resist  a  foreign  yoke,  and  that,  as 
far  they  have  been  able,  they  have  released 
our  property  carried  in  under  decrees  heretofore 
announced  to  us  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  being  consonant  to  the  system  of  Bona- 
parte. We  know  also  that  a  public  function- 
ary, under  the  name  of  Cbarg6  des  Affaires  of 
the  United  States,  still  resides  in  Spain,  and 
has  been  accredited  by  that  Government.  It  is 
important  to  our  citizens  to  know  how  far  they 
may  trade  to  Spain.  It  is  important  to  secure 
the  friendship   of  the    Spanish   population  in 


America,  be  the  situation  of  affairs  in  Europe 
what  it  wilt.  I  consider  it  our  bounden  duty  to 
endeavor  to  obtain  information  on  thi»  subject 
I  hope  that  no  gentleman  will  think  it  derogatory 
to  inquire  into  the  state  of  our  relations  with  thtt 
nation.  As  I  conceive  that  very  important  in- 
formation may  be  given  by  the  Executive  which 
does  not  require  secrecy,  and  that  we,  as  the 
Representatives  of  the  people,  ought  to  have  thtt 
information,  I  have  thought  it  my  daty  to  offer 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutn 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  saeh 
information  as  hs  can  communicate,  which  does  not 
require  secrecy,  of  the  appointment  of  an  Ambssiador 
or  other  Public  Minister  bj  the  Government  of  Spain,  or 
the  Supreme  Central  Junta  exercising  the  GoTemment 
in  behalf  of  the  People  of  Spain,  ainoe  the  detentioa 
of  their  King  in  France,  or  of  the  application  of  aoj 
person  to  be  received  by  the  President  and  accredited 
as  a  Public  Minister  under  such  authority.     And  of 
any  measures  taken  or  proposed  on  the  part  of  Spain, 
since  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  by  the  United  Slatei, 
for  the  settlement  of  differences  and  making  indemni* 
fication  for  claims  against  that  Government  for  spolia- 
tions committed  on  the  high  seas.    And,  also,  for  fet- 
tling the  boundaries  between  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Spanish  Territories.    And  anj 
official  information  which  may  have  been  received  £rom 
Charles  the  Fourth,  King  of  Spain,  of  his  having  ab- 
dicated the  Government  in  favor  of  Ferdinand  the  Sev- 
enth, and  of  his  acceptance  thereof    And,  generally, 
such  information  as  may  enable  Congress  to  form  a 
correct  idea  of  the  relative  situation  of  the  People  of 
the  United  States  with  the  Spanish  People  and  Gov- 
ernment. 

On  the  question,  "Will  the  House  now  con- 
sider the  resolution  ?"  It  was  determined  in  the 
negative,  57  to  43. 

BATTURE  AT  NEW  ORLEANS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  various  resolutions  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  batture. 

Mr.  Qholson,  desirous  to  have  some  specific 
proposition  propounded  to  the  House  for  decision, 
moved  that  the  Committee  rise,  with  a  view  to 
refer  the  subject  to  a  select  committee. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Bacoh, 

FiSK,    BOTD,    POIN DEXTER,    GARDBNtER,    KlMQ. 

Potter,  and  Ross,  and  supported  by  Measrs. 
Gbolson,  Love,  and  Troup. 
The  motion  was  negatived,  66  to  30. 

The  first  resolution,  among  the  many  referred 
to  thecomraittee,  which  came  under  consideration, 
is  as  follows: 

**  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  SUtes,  if  he  shall  be  of  opin- 
ion that  the  United  States  have  such  a  claim  to  the 
batture  in  front  of  the  suburb  of  St.  Mary,  in  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  as  will  justify  the  expense  of  prosecu- 
ting the  same,  with  the  assent  of  the  persons  removed 
therefrom,  on  the  26th  of  January,  1808,  to  name 
three  persons,  who  shall  have  full  power  to  hear 
and  finally  determine  all  right,  title,  claim,  and  demand 
whatsoever,  as  well  of  the  United  States  as  of  the  per- 
sons so  removed,  both  in  law  and  equity,  and  theic 
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deddoDf   or  a  miyority  of  them,  whaXi  be  binding  at 
well  on  the  United  Statee  u  the  eaid  parties." 

Messrs.  Alston,  Taylor,  and  Troup,  opposed 
the  resolution,  and  Mr.  Emott  supported  it. 

A  motion  'was  made  for  the  Committee  to  rise, 
and  nei^atived,  58  to  48. 

Mr.  Love  opposed  the  resolution  and  concluded, 
a  motion  to  rise. — Negatived. 

Mr.  Taylor  opposed  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Winn  moved  to  rise;  negatived. 

Mr.  LoYS  and  Mr.  Gholson  opposed  the  reso- 
latioo,  and  Mr.  Ross  and  Mr.  Key  supported  it. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Hblms  that 
the  Committee  rise,  and  carried,  53  to  51.  And 
the  House  adjourned. 


Thursday,  March  1.  ^ 

Mr.  Pot  DBAS  presented  sundry  resolutions  of 
the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  in  relation  to 
the  batture  in  front  of  the  suburb  St.  Mary,  in  the 
city  of  New  Orleans ;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  a  copy 
ofthe  opijprion  of  the  Attorney  General  on  the  right 
of  the  United  States  to  the  batture  in  New  Or- 
leans, in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  27th  ult.; 
vhich  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  copies  of  the  trea- 
ties concluded  with  the  Delaware^  Pottawatamie, 
Miami,  Eel  River,  and  Wea  tribes  of  Indians, 
for  the  extinguishment  of  their  title  to  the  lands 
therein  described;  and  recommending  to  the  con* 
sideration  of  Congress  the  roaki  ng  provision  by  law 
for  carrying  them  into  execution.  The  Message 
and  treaties  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

BATTURE  AT  NEW  ORLEANS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Qofinished  business  of  Yesterday ;  and  the  ques- 
tion being  taken,  Shall  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  have  leave  to  sit  again  on  the  resolutions 
proposed  by  Mr.  Sheffey,  on  the  ,11th  December 
last,  relative  to  the  batture  in  front  of  the  suburb 
St.  Mary,  in  New  Orleans  7  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Poinoexter,  that 
the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Ruolvedy  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorize  the  per- 
sona, or  their  legal  representatives,  who  were  removed 
from  the  batture  in  front  of  the  suburb  St.  Mary,  in  the 
Territory  of  Orleans^  by  order  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  25th  Jsnnary,  1808,  to  institute 
an  action  of  ejectment,  or  such  other  suit  or  action  as 
maybe  neceisary^in  the  district  court  of  New  Orleans, 
against  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  who  shall 
be  eomtitnted  a  defendant  in  such  action,  for  the  ex- 
prett  purpose  of  asserting  and  defending  the  right  of 
the  United  Sutes  to  said  batture ;  and  that  the  Judge 
of  the  said  court,  after  the  issue  it  joined  between  the 
p*rtiea,be  anthorised  and  required  to  order  such  action 
to  be  tried  in  snch  circoit  court  of  the  United  Ststes 
wbere,  m  his  opinion,  a  fiur  and  impartial  trial  can  be 


had ;  and  the  judgment  of  the  court  to  which  the  same 
shall  be  removed  for  trial  as  aforesaid,  may  be  re-exam- 
ined and  reversed  or  affirmed,  in  the  same  manner  as 
other  causes  in  such  circuit  court  are ;  and  the  final 
judgment,  sentence,  or  decree,  in  such  action,  shall  be 
final  and  conclusiye  between  the  United  States  and  all 
individual  claimants  as  to  the  title  of  the  said  batture, 
and  may  be  plead  in  bar  to  any  subsequent  suit  or  action 
for  the  recovery  of  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof;  and 
the  record  and  proceedings  in  such  action  shall  be 
returned  and  deposited  among  the  judgments  of  the 
said  district  court  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans. 

The  said  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

ADDITIONAL  DUTIES. 

Mr.  Rhea  called  for  the  consideration  of  the 
two  resolutions  submitted  by  him  some  time  ago, 
directing  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  laying  additional 
duties  on  all  importations  from  Great  Britain  and 
France. 

Mr.  Potter  opposed  their  passage.  He  said 
the  only  effect  of  adopting  the  measure  they  con- 
templated would  be  to  increase  smuggling  and  to 
raise  the  prices  of  European  goods  already  in  the 
hands  of  our  merchants. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  observed  thai  the  subject  be- 
ing already  specially  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  there  could  be  no  necessity 
for  passing  these  resolutions,  unless  gentlemen 
deemed  the  committee  too  slow,  and  wished  to 
spur  them  up. 

Mr.  Rhea  obserYed  that  if  the  doctrine  of  the 
gentleman  from  Rhode  island  (Mr.  Potter)  was 
correct,  it  would  be  a  reason  why  no  duties 
should  ever  have  been  laid.  If  former  Legisla- 
tures had  acted  with  such  views,  there  never 
would  have  been  any  reYenue  raised.  The  gen- 
tlemen from  the.  Eastern  States  ought  to  be  the 
last  to  oppose  siich  a  measure;  because,  as  they 
were  engaged  more  in  manufacturing  than  any 
other  portion  of  the  Union,  every  additional  doty 
would  operate  to  their  advantage.  The  subject 
might  be  collaterally  before  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  but  he  wished  particularly  to 
point  their  attention  it. 

Mr.  McKiM  observed  that  this  appeared  to  him 
to  be  a  time  when  the  United  Sutes  ought  sedu- 
lously to  cultivate  their  own  resources.  When 
our  commerce  was  on  all  sides  interrupted,  he 
wished  not  to  see  our  infant  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments depressed  hy  permitting  foreign  manu- 
factures to  compete  with  our  own  on  adfvantage- 
ous  terms;  and,  therefore,  he  hoped  the  resolutions 
would  pass,  and  some  such  measure  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Van  Horn  hoped  the  resolutions  would 
not  pass.  It  appeared  to  him  that  every  measure 
coming  before  the  House  was  calculated  to  de- 
press the  price  of  the  produce  of  the  agriculturist 
and  to  raise  the  price  of  imported  articles.  Why 
ought  this  time  particularly  to  be  selected  for 
raising  the  duties  on  imported  goods  when  the 
importation  of  such  goods  was  absolute!]^  inter- 
dicted by  law?  The  very  inference  ot  these 
Bropositions  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
leans,  he  said,  would  have  an  effect  to  raise  the 
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prices  of  tbe  gciodt  on  band.  It  was  not  a  pro- 
position to  lay  diierimiBatiDg  duties;  he  nerer 
woald  cooscot  to  tax  agrienhure  for  the  wirpose 
of  raintig  up  maoafactores.  He  wiBhed  to  see 
raanofaetares  floarish,  but  not  at  the  expense  of 
ftgrienltare. 

Mr.  Potter  said  that  the  daties  on  imports 
were  already  as  high  as  they  oaght  to  be.  In 
the  State  which  he  represented  there  were  per- 
haps more  manufactories  of  cotton  than  in  all 
the  United  States  besides.  But  he  would  not,  to 
make  them  still  greater,  depress  agriculture. 
The  profits  of  the  manufacturer  were,  besides, 
already  sufficiently  large.  While  the  agricul- 
turists for  some  time  past  had  not  made  two  per 
cent,  on  their  capital,  the  msBofacturers  had 
made  from  50  to  100  per  cent,  and  become  enor- 
mously rich. 

Mr.  Rbba  was  not  certain  that  he  should  be 
for  increasing  the  duties,  but  he  wished  a  full  re- 
port on  the  subject.  That  manufactures  would 
do  iniory  to  the  agricultural  interest,  was  a  para- 
dox, he  said,  more  talked  about  than  understood. 
If  the  United  States  consume  as  much  produce 
as  was  exported,  would  not  agriculture  be  bene- 
fitted b^  the  increased  demand  for  produce? 
Brery thing  tending  to  lessen  the  importation  of 
foreign  merchandise  went  to  the  benefit  of  agri- 
culture. 

Mr.  Macon  was  willing  to  refer  the  subiect, 
though  he  would  not  agree  to  tax  the  agricultur- 
ist for  the  benefit  of  the  manufacturer.  He  did 
not  fear  the  efiect  of  a  reference  on  the  market. 
Numerous  petitions,  praying  an  increase  of  duty 
on  imported  hats,  nad  l)een  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee; but  he  presumed  the  reference  of  those 
petitions  had  not  raised  the  price  of  hats. 

Mr.  Eppes  observed  that  on  the  8th  of  January 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  address- 
ed a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  ask- 
ing how  far  the  duties  on  goods  imported  into 
the  United  States  could  be  increased  without 
detriment  to  the  revenue.  The  committee  had 
been  since  that  time  in  daily  expectation  of  an 
answer,  on  which  they  intended  to  act  as  soon  as 
it  was  received. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livs&MOBfi,  the  resolutions 
were  order.ed  to  lie  on  the  table. 

DETACHMENT  OP  MILITIA. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  of  the  militia 
of  the  United  States,  as  reported  with  amend- 
ments by  a  select  committee. 

The  bill  as  amended  provides — 

That  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized,  at  such  times  as  he  shall  deem 
necessary,  to  require  of  the  Executives  of  the  several 
States  and  Territories,  to  organize,  arm,  and  equip, 
according  to  law,  and  hold  in  readiness  to  march  at  a 
moment's  framing,  their  respective  proportions  of  one 
hundred  thousand  militia,  officers  included,  to  be  ap- 
portioned by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  from 
the  latest  militia  returns  in  the  Department  of  War ; 
and  in  cases  where  such  returns  have  not  been  made, 
by  such  other  rule  as  he  shall  judge  equitable. 

Sac.  3.  That  the  Executtves  of  the  several  States 


and  Tenilories  may  aesept,  as  part  of  the  said  dettdt 
ment,  any  eoeps  of  volunteers  who  ahaH  engage  \a 
continue  in  service  six  months  after  they  arrive  at  the 
place  of  rendezvous. 

Szc.  3.  That  each  company  of  volunteers  may  be 
composed  of  volunteers  from  one  or  more  companiM 
of  militia,  and  shall  be  commanded  by  such  officert 
from  the  respective  companies  to  which  they  beloDg 
as  the  Executive  of  the  State  or  Territory  may  dei* 
ignate  for  that  purpose,  having  regard,  as  near  as  maj 
be,  to  the  numbers  volunteering  from  each  company. 

Sac.  4.  That  each  volunteer  shall  sign  an  engage 
ment  to  serve  the  United  States,  aooording  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act ;  and  wImu  his  engagement  shaU  In 
accepted  by  the  Executive  of  the  Sti^  or  Territory  t( 
which  he  belongs,  he  shall,  as  soon  as  called  into  ac- 
tual  service,  under  authority  of  the  United  States,  be 
subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war ;  and  may  als) 
be  ifdled  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  to  an} 
places  not  beyond  sea,  oat  of  the  jvisdiction  of  Uu 
United  States. 

Ssc.  5.  That  when  a  return  of  such  volunteers  shal 
be  made  to  the  Department  of  War,  each  non-com- 
missioned officer  and  private  shall  be  Aarnlshed  by  th< 
United  States  with  a  musket  and  other  accoatremeoti 
required  by  law,  in  complete  order,  and  each  masiciii 
with  a  suitable  instrument  of  music 

Sec.  6.  That  the  said  volunteers  shall,  onoe  in  eacl 
year,  if  not  called  into  actual  service,  be  encamped  foi 
ten  days  successively,  for  improvement  in  camp  datj 
and  discipline,  either  by  regiments,  battalions,  or  com 
panics,  as  the  commander  of  brigade  shall  direct.  An^ 
in  case  any  non*oommissioned  officer,  musician,  or  pri< 
vate,  shall  iail  to  attend  and  perform  hie  duty  as  afoit 
said,  without  an  excuse  satisfactory  to  the  command 
ant  of  his  regiment,  or  shall  so  appear,  without  being 
uniformed  according  to  orders,  his  arms  end  scooutrc 
ments,  or  musical  instraments,  shall  revert  to  the  Unj 
tedSUtes. 

Sac.  7.  That,  for  the  safe-keeping  and  eecurity  of  tb 
arms,  acooutiements,  and  instruments  of  music,  afore 
said,  the  commandant  of  each  regiment  be,  and  he  it 
hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  designate  some  con 
venient  place  of  rendezvous,  at  which  the  vdunteen 
aforesaid  shall  meet,  for  the  purpose  of  being  instruct 
ed  in  camp  duty  and  discipline,  as  hercun  before  di 
rected ;  and  at  the  place  so  designated  there  shall  be  ai 
arsenal  for  the  deposite  of  the  said  arms,  accoutre 
ments,  and  instruments  of  music,  to  be  kept  in  goo 
order,  ready  to  be  delivered  to  the  several  companie 
of  volunteers  aforesaid,  either  to  be  instructed  in  cam] 
duty  and  discipline  as  aforesaid,  or  when  called  int 
actual  service.  And  at  the  expiration  of  the  time  fo 
which  such  volunteers  engaged  to  serve,  they  bImI 
each  be  entitled  to  the  aims,  accoutrements,  and  it 
stnunents  of  music  aforesaid,  as  their  own  priyat 
property,  to  be  used  and  disposed  of  as  they  shall  thin 
proper:  Provided  nenertktim^  That  before  any  sue 
volunteer  shall  receive  the  arms,  accoutrements,  or  in 
struments  of  music  to  which  he  is  entitled  by  this  aci 
he  shall  produce  from  the  commanding  officer  of  hi 
regiment  a  certificate  that  he  has  performed  the  ser>ic 
required  by  his  engsgement. 

Szc.  8.  That  the  commanding  officer  of  each  regi 
ment  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  required  t 
rent  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  a  oonveoiei 
building  to  be  used  as  an  arsenal,  for  the  deposite  ( 
the  arms,  aoooutremMits,  and  instruments  of  masi 
aforesaid ;  and  to  allow  the  armorer,  to  be  appoint 
for  keejping  tiM  same  in  good  order,  such  reasonaU 
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eompenntaon,  not  exceeding  —^  per  month,  as  in 
his  judgment  shall  be  jnst  and  equitable.  And  in  case 
there  shall  not  be  a  sufficient  number  of  volunteers  in 
way  State  or  Territory  to  Ibrm  a  regiment,  then  the 
dntiee  required  of  the  commandant  of  regiment  shall 
be  peribrmed  by  the  commandant  of  battalion. 

Sec.  9-  That  while  marching  to  and  from,  and  per- 
forming duty  at,  sneh  encampment,  the  eommisaioned 
oflken  and  moneianB  shall  be  allowed  the  same  month- 
ly pi  J,  and  the  noa-oommissioned  officers,  moaiciana, 
tnd  pntates,  the  same  rations  as  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  and  one  day's  march  shall  be  estimated 
at  twenty  miles. 

Sic.  10.  That  the  detachment  of  militia  and  Tolnn* 
teen  aforesaid,  shall  be  officered  out  of  the  present 
Bulitia  officers,  or  others,  at  the  option  and  discretion 
of  the  coofltituttonal  authority  in  the  respective  States 
lod  Territories,  the  President  appointing  the  general 
officers  among  the  several  States  and  Territories,  as  he 
mij  deem  proper. 

8ic.  II.  That  the  said  detachments  shall  not  be 
compelled  to  serve  a  longer  time  than  six  months  after 
they  arriTe  at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  that  during 
the  time  of  their  service  they  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
tua^  pay,  rations,  and  allowances  for  clothing,  as  are 
ettaUiahed  by  law  for  the  Army  of  Uie  United  States. 
8k.  12.  Thai  the  militia  draughted  as  aforesaid,  or 
who  shall  volunteer  as  a  part  of  the  detachment  au- 
thorised by  thie  act,  shall  be  liable  to  do  doty  in  the 
tercral  regiments,  oompaniei;,  and  corps  to  which  they 
Mong,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  wonld  do  if  tbe 
iforesatd  detachment  had  not  been  made,  except  when 
m  service :  Praoided,  however.  That  in  all  cases  where 
nid  detachment  shall  be  called  into  service,  or  when- 
tyer  such  troops  shall  be  called  out  for  military  exer- 
cise, they  shall  be  excused  from  performing  duty  in 
their  respective  regiments  and  corps,  during  the  con- 
tioaance  of  such  service. 

Sic.  13.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
^,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  call  into  the  ser- 
vice any  part  or  the  whole  of  said  detachment,  when 
he  shall  judge  that  the  exigencies  of  the  United  States 
Rqaire  it ;  and  if  a  part  only  of  said  detachment  shall 
be  called  into  actual  service,  they  shall  be  taken  from 
*Qch  parts  thereof  as  the  President  of  the  United 
i^utes  shall  deem  proper. 

Sic.  14.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  miltion  of 
daiiars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  out  of 
toy  oeneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  approprii^ 
ted,  for  the  pay,  snbeietenoe.  and  support  of  such  part 
of  nid  detachment  as  shall  be  called  into  actual  ser- 
Tiee. 

Su.  15.  That  this  act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force 
^  two  years  from  the  passage  thereof,  and  no  longer. 

The  bill  baviog  been  read — 

Mr.  HuFTY  coDceired  that  the  claase  which 
provides  for  tbe  apportionment  of  the  draught, 
according  to  the  last  retaros  would  operate  ane- 
qually,  as  some  returns  had  been  regularly  made, 
&Dd  others  had  not.  Such  an  apportionment 
woold  require  from  Massachoseltsi  one-fifiy-ser- 
enih  part  of  her  whole  population  ;  frocn  Rhode 
IsUnd.  one-sixtieth ;  from  Conoecticut,  one-sev- 
eoty-ototh ;  from  New  Jersey,  0De>thrrty-eighth ; 
from  Delaware,  ooe-forty-third.  This  inetjuality 
wu  owiog  to  the  different  modes  of  makiojg  re- 
biros.  He  propoaed  ao  amendment  authorizing 
tbe  apportioomeot  to  be  made  according  to  the 
noiaber  of  white  male  inhabitants  betweeft  16 
lUh  Con.  2d  S£$s. 


and  45  years  of  age,  as  ascertained  by  the  last 

CeD9U9. 

Mr.  Ross  opposed  the  amendment  as  opera- 
ting partially  towards  State?  having  black  popu- 
lation, and  therefore  aggressively  on  tbe  States 
having  no  black  population. 

Mr.  Troup  replied  to  Mr.  Ross's  remarks  on 
the  subject  of  black  population. 

Mr.  Varnum  opposed  the  amendment,  because 
it  would  operate  unjustly.  Those  States  whose 
numbers  had  not  increased  at  all  would  have  to 
contribute  more  than  their  proportion,  whilst 
those  which  had  rapidly  increased  in  population 
would  contribute  just  as  much  less  than  their 
proportion  as  their  numbers  at  the  last  census 
were  smaller  than  at  present. 

Mr.  Root  thought  the  mode  proposed  by  the 
bill,  most  advisable.  Every  mode  would  be  lia- 
ble to  objections.  One  reason  of  the  difference 
in  the  ratio  of  the  returns  of  the  militia  was, 
that  New  Jersey  returned  all  the  Quakers  as  mi- 
litia men,  whilst  other  States  did  not.  If  the 
proposed  amendment  was  adopted,  New  York 
would  not  have  her  proportion,  as  he  was  anx- 
ious she  should  have,  if  the  bill  passed  as  report- 
ed. If  the  amendments  reported  were  not  agreed 
to,  he  did  not  care  how  few  were  required  of  that 
State. 

Mr.  Marion  was  opposed  to  the  amendment, 
because  he  thought  the  apportionment  ought  to 
be  according  to  the  returns,  thougn  no  State 
would  be  more  benefited  by  a  different  course 
than  South  Carolina.  Policy  forbade  that  State 
to  lessen  the  number  of  its  militia,  and  every  man 
capable  of  militia  duty  was  returned,  and  there- 
fore the  State  returned  a  larger  number  in  pro- 
portion  to  its  white  population  than  other  States, 

Mr.  Southard  was  in  favor  of  strikiiig  out 
the  present  mode  for  the  purpose  of  substituting 
another,  though  he  did  not  precisely  concur  in 
the  mode  proposed. 

Mr.  Holland  spoke  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HiSFTY  witndrew  nis  amendment  to  make 
way  for  another  motion,  viz : 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  ap- 
portion the  respective  quotas  "according  to  the 
'  number  of  white  male  inhabitants  between  the 
^  ages  of  16  and  45,  to  be  collected  from  any  re- 
^  turns  in  the  Department  of  War,  or  in  any 
'  other  way  he  (the  President)  may  judge  equit- 
'  able."  .       . 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  motion,  it 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  Qarlano  objected  to  that  part  of  the  bill 
which  provides  that  the  officers  shall  receive  pay 
whilst  in  training,  whilst  a  similar  provision  was 
not  contained  as  to  the  privates. 

Mr.  Clay  observed  that  the  privates  were  to 
receive  their  accoutrements  instead  of  pay. 

Mr.  Nelson  was  in  favor  of  putting  the  offi- 
cers and  privates  on  the  same  footing.  If  they 
paid  one,  they  ought  to  pay  both.  The  accou- 
trements would  be  of  no  use  to  a  person  but  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  if  he  should  be 
again  called  into  service.  It  seemed  hard  that 
the  officers,  who  were  generally  men  of  property, 
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should  be  paid  for  their  service,  whilst  the  pri- 
vates, less  able  to  lose  their  time,  were  to  receive 
nothJDg.  If  there  was  to  be  a  distinction,  he  had 
rather  the  privates  should  be  paid,  and  the  officers 
should  serve  gratis. 

Mr.  Garland  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as 
provide  that  non-commissioDed  officers  and  pri- 
vates also  should  receive  pay  whilst  in  traioing. 

Mr.  Root  said  he  admired  the  zeal  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  on  this  occasion ;  but  he 
was  confident  if  ne  had  examined  the  bill  in  all 
its  bearings,  he  would  not  have  made  the  same 
objection.  The  bill  was  calculated  to  reward 
both  officers  and  soldiers.  The  officers  being 
bound  to  furnish  themselves  with  all  accoutre- 
ments were  to  receive  pay,  but  no  other  emolu- 
ment, neither  forage  or  rations.  Officers  in  the 
Army  rarely  drew  rations,  but  took  commuta- 
tion. It  was  supposed  the  usual  pay  would  about 
defray  the  officer's  expenses  while  attending  on 
duty,  and  that  it  was  supposed  would  be  enough. 
It  was  calculated  to  pay  the  officers  partially  with 
honor.  No  more  ought  to  be  bestowed  than 
would  secure  them  from  loss  in  volunteering 
their  services.  As  to  the  privates,  it  was  only 
those  who  subscribed  to  certain  engagements  that 
were  to  be  employed  in  this  extra  service.  As 
an  inducement  they  were  to  draw  rations  whilst 
on  duty,  and  fur  pay  they  were  to  receive  their 
arms  and  accoutrements  at  the  expiration  of  their 
engagement.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland 
seemed  to  think  that  arms  would  be  of  no  value 
to  them.  Mr.  R.  said,  if  the  gentleman  would 
reflect  that  by  the  present  militia  la'ws  every  cit- 
izen was  bound  under  a  penalty  to  furnish  him- 
self with  arms,  and  those,  too,  of  a  certain  descrip- 
tion, he  would  deem  these  arms  worth  something. 
By  this  means  for  their  services  they  would  re- 
ceive muskets  of  the  kind  required  by  law,  which 
they  might  not  otherwise  be  able  to  acquire. 
Musicians  were  to  receive  both  pay  and  rations, 
because  the  musical  instrument  was  not  suffi- 
ciently valuable  to  make  a  donation  of  it  to  op- 
erate as  an  inducement  to  the  musician  to  volun- 
teer his  services. 

Mr.  Clat  had  no  great  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment. But  surely,  he  said,  a  set  of  arms,  worth 
ten  or  fifteen  dollars,  was  sufficient  remuneration 
for  ten  days'  service  in  training.  When  called 
into  actual  service  they  were  to  receive  in  every 
respect  the  same  pay  as  regular  troops. 

Mr.SMiUE  said  that  the  arms  were  a  bounty 
to  volunteers.  The  rations  were  to  support  them 
while  in  the  field.  In  fixing  the  pay  of  an  army, 
of  whatever  description,  due  regard  ought  to  be 
had  to  the  materials  of  wbich  it  is  composed. 
This  was  not  to  be  a  mercenary  regular  army, 
but,  as  he  trusted,  a  body  composed  of  the  best 
materials  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Varnum  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
Notwithstanding  the  donation  of  the  accoutre- 
ments of  the  soldiers  might  be  deemed  a  suffi- 
cient compensation  for  ten  days'  service,  yet  it 
was  to  be  considered  that  those  who  turned  out 
as  volunteers  and  signed  an  engagement  to  serve 
«ix  months,  and  to  remain  under  tuat  engagement 


two  years,  made  a  considerable  sacrifice.  The 
bounty  of  a  set  of  arms  was  not  too  great  an  in- 
ducement to  engage.  In  addition  to  this  ihey 
ought  to  receive  compensation  while  in  serrice, 
and  be  placed  in  this  respect  on  a  par  with  the 
officers. 

Mr.  Bassbtt  said  that  in  ordinary  militia  datf 
the  laws  at  present  required  every  milititmaato 
be  mustered  at  least  six  days  in  a  year  at  bisowB 
cost,  and  in  ao  doing  they  were  often  compelled 
to  go  twenty  or  thirty  miles  to  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous. Now  the  ten  days  in  the  year,  during 
which  these  volunteers  were  to  be  exercised, 
would  be  but  an  addition  of  four  days  to  the 
time  now  required,  and  as  compensation  they 
would  draw  the  rations  the  whole  time.  The 
sum  to  be  paid  to  each  one,  if  the  amendment 
was  adopted,  would  be  but  a  dollar  and  two- 
thirds,  and  no  great  object  to  the  individuals; 
but  as  economy  was  of  importance  at  this  time, 
the  sum  total  would  be  an  object  to  the  fioances 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Garlano  observed  chat  the  accoutrements 
were  to  be  no  part  of  compensation  for  the  ser- 
vices of  the  volunteers,  but  a  bounty  to  induce 
them  to  engage.  These  distinctions  between 
officers  and  privates  were  always  odious.  Heuce 
it  was  that  it  was  so  much  easier  to  procure  an 
army  of  officers  than  of  soldiers.  Small  as  the 
sum  was  to  each  individual,  the  amendment  was 
correct  in  principle,  and  would  place  the  privates 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  officers.  These 
persons  were  not  by  the  bill  exempt  from  ordinary 
militia  duty,  as  he  understood  it;  so  that  it  would 
be  ten  and  not  four  days' additional  service.  The 
distinction,  if  sufiered  to  remain,  would  be  odi- 
ous and  prejudicial  to  the  system ;  and  if  the  pay 
was  only  six  cents  instead  of  a  dollar  and  two- 
thirds,  it  ought  to  be  given. 

Mr.  Root  was  afraid  that  this  bounty  to  the 
volunteers  would  break  them  down.  It  was  pro- 
posed now  to  give  to  the  privates  the  same  pay 
and  rations  as  to  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
whilst  in  service.  If  the  same  was  given  to  the 
officers  (to  whom  the  bill  allows  pay  only)  ther^ 
would  be  a  mat  contest  who  should  be  received 
asofficers*  No  more  was  required  than  a  suffix 
dent  inducement  to  the  militia  to  volunteer,  and 
it  was  already  held  out  bv  the  bill.  If  the  com^ 
mittee  were  thus  lavishly  bountiful,  before  the 
bill  found  its  way  to  the  President,  it  would  b^ 
broken  down. 

The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Garland  was 
agreed  to — 40  to  35. 

Mr.  Bassett  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  six  months,"  the  time  for  which  the  militia  arc 
liable  to  serve  after  they  arrive  at  the  place  oi 
destination,  and  insert  ^  nine  months."  If  to  U 
called  out  at  all,  six  months  would  be  too  short  i 
time  for  them  to  employ  it  to  any  advantage.-^ 
Agreed  to-^49  to  32. 

Mr.  Hale  said  there  were  many  companies  to 
the  United  States,  and  in  some  parts  the  wholi 
body  of  the  militia,  who  were  already  armed  aD< 
equipped  according  to  law.  To  them  a  boant] 
ot  tneir  accontrements  wotild  be  no  indacemen 
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toeogage.  He  moFed  to  amend  the  bill  by  ad- 
dioga  provisioh  that  any  volunteer,  who  had  at 
hL<  own  expense,  armed  and  equipped  himself 
according  to  law,  should  receive  compensation 
therefor  in  money  equal  to  the  cost  of  the  arms, 
to  be  estimated  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTBR  hoped  the  motion  would  not 
be  agreed  to.  It  appeared  that  the  United  States 
bad  already  a  sufficient  number  of  arms  to  arm 
the  whole  number  to  be  called  into  service  under 
the  bill.  If  a  million  of  dollars  was  to  be  ex- 
peoded  for  the  arms  for  these  volunteers,  it  would 
essentially  change  the  question  which  the  bill 
presented  to  the  House.  It  was  a  desirable  ob- 
ject, acknowledged  by  all  to  be  so,  to  disperse  the 
arms  in  possession  ot  the  Government  over  the 
Uoiied  States.  The  amendment  would  involve 
the  Government  in  an  enormous  expense;  and 
those  persons  who  had  not  guns  would  borrow  a 
m  to  muster  with,  and  the  Government  would 
hare  to  pay  for  it,  and  there  would  be  no  more 
arms  dispersed  through  the  country  than  there 
were  at  present.  The  object  was  to  preserve  the 
arms  of  the  United  States  in  ffood  order,  and  to 
disperse  them  over  the  United  States,  and  both 
objects  would  be  defeated  by  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Clat  opposed  the  amendment  as  leading 
to  imposition  on  the  Government. 

Mr.  Hale  said  it  appeared  to  hi'm  to  be  ex- 
tremely bard  that  one  part  of  the  people  should 
be  compelled  to  arm  tnemselves  completely  at 
tbeir  own  expense,  whilst  another  part  was  armed 
It  the  public  expense. 

Mr.  Clay  observed  that  Virginia  had  many 
stands  of  arms,  though  they  were  not  dispersed 
amoog  the  people,  but  deposited  at  particular 
places.  He  believedi  if  the  fact  could  be  ascer- 
tained, it  would  be  found  that  some  of  the  States, 
vhose  militia  had  not  arms  in  their  hands,  had  as 
nany  arms  as  those  States  whose  militia  was 
eompleteiy  armed. 

Mr.  Root  said  that  the  amendment  moved  by 
the  gentleman  would  have  a  bad  effect  on  the 
eoQQtry  he  represented.  It  might  be  that  in  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire  the  whole  body  of  the 
nulitia  was  armed  according  to  law,  but  he  had 
Bodonbtthat  the  inspectors  permitted  arms  of 
very  different  calibres  to  pass  inspection.'  But  if 
ibejr  were  completely  armed,  the  youth  growing 
Qp  would  want  arms.  Where,  howerer.  the  mi- 
litia were  not  all  armed  according  to  law,  the 
yoQog  men.  for  speculation  alone,  would  sign  the 
^Dgagement.  They  would  borrow  muskets,  draw 
money  for  them,  and  the  country  would  be  no 
better  armed  than  it  is  now.  The  object  of  the 
bill  was  to  invite  citizens  to  go  into  camp,  and 
become  acquainted  with  military  discipline,  as  a 
remoDeraiion  for  which  they  were  to  receive  a 
staod  of  arms  at  the  end  of^  the  period  of  their 
etigagement.  He  had  no  doubt  a  sufficient  num- 
^r  of  persons  might  be  found  unarmed  in  the 
Eastern  Slates  to  complete  their  whole  quota. 

Mr.  Hale  observed  that  if  the  arms  were  not 
Recording  to  law^  his  amendment  would  not  ben- 
efit those  holding  them,  and  that  .would  remove 


one  objection  of  the  gentleman  who  had  jostsat 
down. 

Mr.  Clay  said  that  if  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  every  man  volunteering  would  be 
ready  armed ;  and  the  United  States  would  be 
charged  with  an  additional  expense  of  a  millioii 
of  dollars. 

The  amendment  was  negatived — ^ayes  25. 

Mr.  Van  Hobn  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  not  beyond  sea  ;'*  as  he  did  not  believe  the  mili* 
tia  could  be  marched  anywhere  out  of  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States,  he  wished  to  do 
away  all  ambiguity  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Clat  said  that  the  volunteer§  were,  if  their 
services  were  required,  to  go  without  the  juris* 
diction  of  the  United  States,  but  not  beyond  the 


Mr.  Macom  wanted  to  know  what  sort  of 
troops  these  were ;  they  appeared  to  be  neither 
one  thing  or  the  other.  He  was  as  desirous  as 
any  one  of  arming  the  whole  body  of  the  militia 
of  the  United  States,  but  he  did  not  think  this 
the  best  way  of  doing  it. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTEB  quoted  the  dictionary  to  ex- 
plain to  gentlemen  the  meaning  of  the  word 
*^  volunteer,"  viz :  "  a  soldier  who  goes  of  his 
own  accord."  Before  engaging,  they  were  to  sign 
an  obligation  to  serve  if  wanted.  If  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to,  they  could  not  march  to 
Canada,  if  necessary. 

Mr.  Van  Hobn  said  if  he  was  in  error,  it  origi- 
natedfrom  the  name  with  which  the  bill  waschris- 
tened  "a  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  from  the 
militia  of  the  United  States."  The  Constitu- 
tion gave  Congress  no  power  to  call  out  militia, 
but  to  execute  the  laws,  repel  invasion,  du;.,  and 
for  that  purpose  there  could  be  no  occasion  for 
their  goinff  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United 
States.  Was  this  the  way  Congress  were  to  legis- 
late ?  ^^  ^^^  ^Y  A^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^®y  ^^^®  going 
to  war  ?  These  two  little  words,  it  seemed,  were 
a  declaration  of  war  against  Canada.  Mr.  Vam 
Horn  said  he  had  no  idea  of  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  march  the  mi- 
litia or  volunteers  into  Canada.  It  was  a  new 
way  of  making  war.  He  had  as  much  confi- 
dence in  the  President  as  he  had  ever  expected 
to  have  in  any  man,  but  he  thought,  under  the 
oath  he  bad  taken  to  support  the  Constitution,  he 
could  not  vote  for  the  Dill  if  the  words  were  re- 
tained. 

Mr.  Varnum  observed  that  the  title  need  not 
be  an  object  of  objection,  for  that  could  be  amend- 
ed at  a  proper  time.  If  Great  Britain  should 
make  an  attack  on  the  country,  those  men  would 
be  ready  to  march  into  the  British  provinces.  If 
an  attack  was  made  by  France  on  the  other  hand, 
and  it  was  necessary  to  go  into  Florida,  these 
men  would  be  ready  for  that  purpose.  He  was 
clearly  of  opinion  that  the  words  ought  to  be  re- 
tained. 

Mr.  Clat  said  that  if  his  Eastern  friends  should 
be  invaded,  he  wished  to  be  ready  to  assist  them ; 
and,  when  they  had  driven  the  enemy  back  to 
tbe  line,  to  be  at  liberty  to  step  over  it.  He  said 
gentlemen  might  as  well  doubt  the  right  of  Con* 
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gress  to  legislate  at  all,  f s  doabt  their  right  to 
make  the  provisions  coDtemplated  by  the  bill. 
Whether  it  was  retained  or  not,  he  apprehended 
that  the  miiitta;  after  they  had  driven  an  invading 
force  to  the  line,  would  not  stop  there. 

Mr.  Key  tboiight  this  a  rery  important  qaes- 
tion,  wrapped  up  in  the  soft  title  of  a  bill  author- 
izing a  detachment  of  militia.  He  agreed  with 
the  gentleman  that  the  militia,  after  parsaiogthe 
enemy  to  the  line,  would  not  pull  off  their  hats 
aod  bid  them  good  bye;  but  that  was  not  the 
Mestion.  This  *'  detachment  of  militia,"  was  in 
fact  a  provisional  army  to  serve  for  nine  mootbs, 
hi  effect  a  standing  army  for  that  time.  There 
was  nothing  ever  less  like  a  militia  than  this  rol- 
miteer  corps.    He  was  for  the  amendment. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  Committee  rise 
and  report  progress. 

Mr.  Lton  hdped  the  Committee  would  not 
rise,  for  it  seemed  to  be  just  understood  that  this 
bill  was  to  raise  an  army  of  tOO,000  men  to  go  to 
Canada  or  Cape  Horn.  He  was  not  much  alarmed 
at  the  idea  of  the  President's  usiag  the  power 
proposed  to  be  given  him  by  the  bill.  No  Presi- 
dent would  dare  to  call  out  an  army  to  attack 
Canada  under  such  a  bill  ae  this.  But  why  vio- 
late the  Constitution  in  this  way  ?  One  of  the 
Ifreat  charges  against  the  Federal  Administration 
was,  that  it  created  an  army  in  this  way  that  the 
Constitution  did  not  recognise.  He  had  ho  idea 
in  tbis  way  of  raising  an  army  to  go  to  Hudson's 
Bay  or  Cape  Horn.  If  that  was  not  intended, 
why  not  strike  out  the  words  ? 

Mr.  HoLLANO  said  it  woatd  be  perfectly  un- 
derstood by  those  engaging  as  volunteers,  that 
they  were  to  go  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States  if  required,  and  he  wished  the 
United  States  to  have  fifty  or  one  hundred  thou- 
Mrad  men  ready  to  march  at  a  moment's  warn- 
ing if  it  should  be  deemed  necessary. 

The  Comroiitee  then  rose — 50  to  46 — and  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  again. 


Friday,  March  2. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKim, 

ReBolted,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  such  inform- 
ation as  he  may  be  possessed  of,  touching  the  emol- 
uments and  expenditures  of  the  Collector  of  the 
fiort  of  Baltimore,  for  the  years  1808  and  1809,  in 
he  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow, 

Ordered^  That  the  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  transmitting  certain  Indian 
treaties,  received  yesterday,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Postmaster  General,  enclosing  his  two 
annual  reports  respecting  unproductive  post  routes 
and  public  contracts;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  <*  An 
act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of 
frying  the  practical  use  of  the  Torpedo  or  Sub- 


marine Explosion ;  to  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

MRS.  HAMILTON'S  CLAIM. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  following  resolution  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of 
Elizabeth  Hamilton. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioaer  ongkt 
not  to  be  granted. 

Messrs.  Nblsom  and  Tatlor  opposed,  and 
Messrs.  Root,  Botd,  and  MoifToowERT,  support- 
ed the  report — each  at  considerable  extent. 

At  length  the  question  was  taken  in  Commit- 
tee, and  the  report  disagreed  to,  60  to  52.  The 
Committee  rose, and  reported  their  disagreement. 

The  House  concurred  with  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  in  their  disagreement-^yeas  62,  nays 
52.  as  follows : 

TvAs— BnrweU  BasMt,  Daniel  BlatsdeH,  JBs.Breck- 
enridgie,  John  Gampbell,  John  C  Gfaamberlain,  Wil- 
liam Ghamberlin,  Epaphroditus   ChaaipioB,    Maitia 
Chittenden,  Howell  Cobb,  Samael  W.  Danm,  Joha 
Dawson,  Williaan  Ely,  James  Banott,  Jonadiaa  FiA, 
Thomas  OholsoDyjr.,  Thomas  R.  Geld,  Wilttam  Hale, 
NfttbiBiel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heistei^  Benjaanin  How- 
ard, Jonathan  H.  Habbard,  Richard  JaokBon»  jr^  Sich- 
ard  M.  Johnson,  Wdter  Jone^  Philip  B.  Key,  Heraian 
Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Liv- 
ermore,  Robert  Le  Roj  Jjivingston,  Matthew  Ljon, 
Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Pleasant  M. 
Miller,  William  Milnor,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan 
0.  Moseley,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  Tho- 
mas Newton,  John  Nidiolson,  Joseph  Pearson,  Ben- 
jamin Ptckman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitidn,jr.,Elisha  IL  Potter, 
Joskh  Quincy,  Jolm  Rosa,  Adam  Seybert,  Dcarnis  Smelt^ 
Samuel  Smith,  John  Stanley,  William  Stodmas,  Jaoies 
Stephenson,  Lewis  B.Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  SamneL 
Taggart,  John  Taylor,  Uri  Tracy,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke, 
Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaez,  Laban 
Wheaton,  and  Ezekiel  Whitman. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jr.  William  Andexaon,  Eze- 
kiel  Bacon,  Da^id  Bard,  Wm.  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd, 
Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  James  Cochran,  Orchard  Cook,  James  Cox, 
Wflliam  Crawford,  Henry  Crist,  Joseph  Desha,  'Wfl. 
liam  Findley,  Meshaek  Franklin,  BarxlUal  Gannett 
Gideon  Gardner,  David  S.  Garland,  IVterson  Goodw^i^ 
James  Holland,  Jacob  Halty,  William  Kennady^,  A&roi 
Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Alexajidei 
McKim,  Xekn  Montgonieiy,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Tho 
mas  Moore,  Thomas  Newbold,  John  Poster,  Jdm  Rei 
of  PenYisjlTania,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneasee,  Matthias 
Richards,  John  Roane,  Eraslos  Root,  Ebeneaer  Sag« 
Thomas  Sammon%  Ebenaaer  Seaver,  Samuel  SKaw 
John  Smilie,  Greoige  Smith,  John  Smidi,  Heniy  South 
ard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Thompson,  Robert  Weak 
ley,  Robert  Whitehill,  and  Robert  Witberspoon. 

After  some  coaversation  as  to  the  proper  coars< 
now  to  be  pursued, 

Mr.  Gb OLSON  moved  that  the  Committee  o 
Claims  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill,  pursuaat  v 
the  prayer  of  Elizabeth  Hamilton. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  by  yeas  and  nay^s— 
61  to  46 — as  follows : 

YxAS — Burwell  Bassett,  Daniel  BIaisdeIl,Ja8. 6^c^el 
enridge,  John  Campbell,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  ^^  i 
Ham  Ghamberlin,  Epaphroditas  Champion,  M^vti 
Chittenden,  Howell  Cobb,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Jol 
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Dawson,  Winnm  Sly,  JmmtB  Emotti  Jonath«n  Fisk, 
TbomiB  GhoboD,  jr.,  Thomui  R.  Gold,  William  Hale, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Hetster,  Benjamin  How- 
an!,  Jonathan  H.  Hnbbard,  Riehard  Jaekson,  jr.,  Rich- 
ard M.  JohniOB,  Walter  Jone^  Phitip  B.  Key,  Herman 
Kmekerbacker,  Joaeph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Liv- 
ennore,  Robert  Le  Roj  liinngston,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Pleasant  M. 
Miller,  William  Milnor,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan 
0.  Moselej,  Gurdon  8.  Mnmford,  Roger  Nelson,  Tho- 
mas Newton,  John  Nieholeon,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benja- 
min Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Eliaha  R.  Potter, 
Josiak  Qoiney,  John  Roes,  Dennis  8melt,  John  8tan- 
lej,  William  Stedman,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B. 
Stories,  Jaoob  Swoepe,  Samnel  Taggart,  John  Taylor, 
Uri  Tracy,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Killian  K.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Laban  Wheaton,  Ezeluel  Whitman,  James 
Wilton,  and  Richard  Winn. 

NiTB — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Eze- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  WiOiam  W.  Bibb,  WiUiam 
Bntler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  James  Coehran,  James  Cox, 
WiUiam  Crawlbrd,  Henry  Crist,  Joseph  Desha,  Wil- 
litm  Fiadley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barzillai  Gannett, 
Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland,  Peterson  Good- 
wjn,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,  William  Kennedy, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marioni  Alex- 
ander McKim,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Thomas  Newbold,  John  Porter,  John 
Bea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Mat- 
liuas  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer 
Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Samuel  8ha^,  John  Smilie, 
George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard 
ftanford,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Wlntehill,  and 
Sobert  Witheispoon. 

CLAIM  OF  JOHN  MULLOWNY. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  otl  the  petition  of  John  Mullowoy. 
referred  on  the  4th  December  last;  which  was 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House.  The  report 
is  as  follows : 

That  this  claim  is  for  damages  arising  from  the  cap- 
ture of  the  British  brig  Catharine,  in  the  year  1793,  by 
the  Frendi  national  sUp  L'Embuscade,  Captain  Bean- 
fraid,  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  and 
■warded  in  1794,  by  the  district  court  of  New  York,  to 
the  amount  of  $3,934  70.  The  committee  refers  to, 
ad  makes  a  part  of  this  report,  the  letter  from  Mr.  Jef- 
kmm  to  Mr.  Madisoo.  The  eommittee  will  liirther 
add,  that  the  United  States  are  not  liable  to  make 
pecnniaxy  compensation  for  any  iajurj  inflicted  by  a 
briligerent  witain  the  jurisdiction  of  our  neutxai  watars. 
We  are  boood  only  to  use  all  the  means  in  onr  power 
to  prevent  auph  a  wrong,  and  to  restore  the  property 
when  taken.  So  that  the  claim  in  this  case  is  not  enti- 
tled to  the  legal  or  equitable  consideratipn  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  either  upon  the  general  principles -of  t^e 
laws  of  nations,  or  upon  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  case.  The  vessel  and  cargo  in  this  case  ware 
restored  by  the  interposition  of  Uie  United  States,  and 
flie  claim  is  the  damages  recovered  in  our  courts ;  and 
it  would  be  improper  that  the  United  States  should 
ruume  a  responsibility  for  such  damages.  All  that  can 
be  asked  in  sueh  a  case  would  be  the  legal  process  of 
the  courts  to  reach  the  person  and  the  property  of  the 
individual  against  whom  jud|^ment  was  pronounced, 
which  was  not  withheld  in  this  case.  The  committee 
recommend  the  following  resolution: 

Reaolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 


Monday,  March  5. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  enclos- 
iug  a  resolulioD  of  the  General  Assembly  of  that 
State,  expressive  of  their  approbation  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  General  Government  io  the  negotia- 
tions with  foreign  Powers ;  which  were  read,  aQ<l 
ojrdered  to  lie  qn  the  table, 

CONVOY  AND  ARMING. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were 
referred  the  amendments  from  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  concerning  commercial  intercourse,  dcrC.,  and 
Mr.  E.'s  amendments  thereto^  together  with  the 
bill  reported  by  Mr.  Bubwell,  concerning  con- 
voy, dec,  reported  in  part  the  following  bill : 

A  Bill  authorising  the  President  to  employ  the  pobtte 
armed  vessels  of  Hm  United  States  in  pioteettng,  fay 
eoavoy,  merchant  vessels  owned  wholly  by  citiaeos 
of  the  United  States,  in  voyages  to  ports  or  places 
with  whieh  intercourse  is  prohibited  by  the  decreeb 
er  orders  of  the  Govemtnents  of  Great  Britain  and 
France. 

Wheieas,  when  two  nations  go  to  war,  those  &at 
remain  at  peace  retain  their  naluiml  ri:;ht  to  pursue 
their  agncultups,  maattfaetures,  and  commerce;  Id 
carry  the  produce  of  their  labor  to  aU  places,  belliger- 
ent or  oeMal,  as  usual;  to  go  and  come  Iree^  withr 
out  injury  or  molestation;  and,  in  shorty  that  the  war 
shall  be  to  them  as  if  it  did  not  exist  (with  the  csse^ 
tion  only  of  not  furnishing  to  either  party  implemeoAi 
#fwarforthe  aSAoyaiioe  of  the  ether;  nor  anything 
whatever  to  a  place  actually  invested  by  ita  eneiqy :) 
And  whereas,  the  state  of  war,  at  present  existing  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  France,  furnishea  no  legiti- 
mate right  to  either  to  interrupt  the  agricullnre  of  thp 
United  Statea,  or  the  peaeeable  exohaage  of  its  pio- 
daoe  with  all  nations:  And  wheiees»  the GoaemmeBis 
of  Great  Britain  and  France  have,  at  varione  periods, 
issued  decrees  and  oiiders  in  violation  of  the  iaws  of 
aoations,  which*  if  subaiilted  to,  must  finaUtf  taonhiale 
in  the  destmetioh  of  ^gricolt«ie  and  oommaroa, 
branches  of  induatry,  whi^  give  fi>od,  dotfaiag,  a«d 
comlbit,  to  the  gieal  mass  of  the  inhahttanta  of  the 
Uniled  Statea:  And  wheraae,  no  nation  can  submit 
to  have  its  peaeeable  industry  suspended  at  the  men 
will  of  other  nations:  And  whersa^  repeated  appUea- 
tiens  have  been  made  to  the  Govenuneals  of  Great 
Britain  and  France,  by  the  Government  of  the  UailBd 
States  for  a  withdmwal  of  their  deciees  and  orders, 
violating  the  lawiul  oommeree  and  neutral  righai  of 
the  United  States;  and  these  deciees  and  orders  ens 
still  persisted  in»  to  the  great  injury  of  the  Unit^ 
States  and  in  violation  of  their  rights: 
.  J3<  ii  enacted^  by  the  Senate  and  Heuee  of  ^t^f^ 
eeniatives  of  the  united  States  of  Ameriea^'  in  dn^ 

frese  aseembledt  That  the  merchant  vessels  of  the 
Tnited  States,  owned  wholly  by  a  citizen  or  citiaaae 
thereof;  laden  wholly  with  articles  of  the  groyath,  pith 
dttce,  or  manu^cture  of  the  United  Slates,  owae^ 
wholly  by  a  citizen  or  dtizeua  thereof;  aavigatsji 
wholly  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  not  Slaving  oit 
board  implements  of  war,  and  bound  to  any  p<irt  or 
place  not. actually  invested,  with  w^h  ictfcofWiaB 
shall  be  prohibited  by  the  decrees  or  ordeie  of  ^<t 
Governments  of  Great  Britain  or  Francoi  ^all  ha  efa- 
titled  to  protection  by  convoy. 

Ssc.  2.  Andbe  it  further  enaeteds  That  ^  Fiepi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby. 
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authoiized'and  required,  on  the  application  of  a  dUzen 
or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  employ  the  public 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  in  convoying  and 
protecting  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
owned  wholly  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  thereof;  laden 
wholly  with  articles  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manu* 
fiu:tnre  of  the  United  States,  owned  wholly  by  a  citi* 
sen  or  citizens  thereof;  navigated  wholly  by  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  not  having  on  board  implements 
of  war,  and  bound  to  any  port  or  place  not  actually  in- 
vested, with  which  intercourse  shall  be  prohibited  by 
the  decrees  or  orders  of  the  Governments  of  Great 
Britain  or  France. 

Szc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to  in- 
struct the  commanders  of  the  public  armed  vessels  of 
the  United  States  to  oppose  and  defend  against  any 
search,  restraint,  or  seizure,  which  shall  be  attempted 
upon  vessels  sailing  under  convoy,  by  the  commander 
or  crew  of  any  armed  vessel  sailing  under  British  or' 
French  colon,  and  to  repel  by  force  any  assault  or 
liostility  which  may  be  committed  by  sudi  British  or 
French  armed  vessel  pursuing  such  attempt,  and  to 
subdue  and  capture  the  same. 

8zc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  British 
or  French  armed  vessel  which  shall  be  captured  in 
consequence  of  seardi,  restraint,  or  seizure,  which  shall 
be  attempted  upon  vessels  under  oonvoy,  shall  be  con- 
ndered  lawful  prize,  and  may  be  condemned  in  any 
oourt  of  the  United  States  having  competent  jurisdic- 
tion ;  and  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  such 
prize  shall  be  distributed  in  conformity  to  the  provis- 
ion of  the  act  for  the  better  government  of  the  navy 
of  the  United  States. 

8sc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  after 
notice  of  this  act  at  the  several  custom  houses,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  to  refuse  a  clearance  to 
any  merchant  vessels  bound,  under  convoy,  to  any 
port  or  plice  with  which  intercourse  shall  be  prohibited 
by  the  decrees  or  orders  of  the  Governments  of  Great 
Britain  or  France,  unless  satisfactory  proof  shall  be 
ozhibited  that  the  cargo  of  such  vessel  consists  wholly 
of  articles  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of 
the  United  States;  that  the  vessel  and  cargo  are  owned 
wholly  by  a  citizen  or  dtisens  thereof;  that  the  vessel 
is  navigated  wholly  by  citizens  of  the  United  States ; 
and  no  part  of  the  cargo  conskts  of  implements  of 
war.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collector  to  annex 
to  the  clearance  granted,  a  certificate  stating  that  the 
'vessel  and  cargo  are  owned  wholly  by  a  citizen  or 
citizens  of  the  United  States;  that  the  vessel  is  navi- 
gated wholly  by  citizens  of  the  United  States;  that 
the  cargo  consists  wholly  of  articles  of  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
implements  of  war  constitute  no  part  of  the  cargo. 

Szc.  6  And  be  it  further  enacted.  For  the  better 
regulation  of  the  conduct  of  the  collectors  at  the  several 
ports,  that  the  terms  **  implements  of  war,"  used  in 
this  act,  shall  be  considered  as  including  the  following 
articles  and  no  other,  viz:  saltpetre, sulphur,  cuirasses, 
pikes^  swords,  sword  belts,  knapsacks,  saddles  and  bridles, 
cannons,  mortars,  fire-arms,  pistols,  bombs,  grenades, 
bullets,  firecocks,  fiints,  matches,  and  gunpowder. 

Ssc.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  u  hereby 
authorized  to  establish  suitable  instructions  in  conform- 
ity with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  for  the  regulation  of 
the  conduct  of  the  collectors  at  Uie  several  ports,  and 
of  the  officen  of  the  navy  employed  in  convoying  mer- 


chant vessels  bound  to  ports  or  places  with  which  in- 
tercourse shall  be  prohibited  by  the  decrees  or  oiden 
of  the  .Governments  of  Great  Britain  or  France. 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  vbeoero 
the  decrees  and  orders  of  the  Governments  ofGmt 
Britain  and  France,  violating  the  lawful  oommerte 
and  neutral  rights  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  witb- 
drawn,  the  powers  vested  in  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  by  this  act  shall  cease  and  determioe.  And 
in  the  event  of  a  withdrawal  of  the  decrees  and  orden 
of  only  one  oi  the  belligerents,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  continue  to  employ  the  pabiie 
armed  vessels  in  protecting,  by  convoy,  (in  conformity 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act)  the  lawfbl  commerce  of 
the  United  States  against  the  Power  oontinoing  is 
force  its  decrees  or  orders. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

Mr.  Eppes  also  reported  the  disagreement  of 
the  committee  to  the  amendments  of  the  Sea- 
ate  to  the  bill  concerniDg  commercial  intei- 
course,  dec. 

The  immediate  consideration  of  the  last  men- 
tioned  report  of  the  Committee  was  objected  to 
by  Mr.  Dana  and  Mr.  Qdinct,  because  the  time 
(12  o'clock)  had  not  arrived  for  taking  up  the 
order  of  the  day.  But,  before  the  question  was 
taken  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  ^dinct  to  lay  it  on  the 
table,  the  boor  arrived;  and  Mr.  Quinct  witlh 
drew  bis  motion.  Messrs.  Burwell  and  Liver- 
MORE  spoke  in  favor  of  an  immediate  decision, 
as  also  aid  Mr.  ^oinct. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  coDcurring 
with  the  report  of  the  select  committee  in  their 
disagreement  to  the  -amendments  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Dana  called  for  a  division  of  the  question. 
He  was  in  favor  of  agreeing  with  the  Senate  in 
striking  oat  all  the  sections  they  had  expunged, 
except  the  last,  which  limits  the  duration  of  the' 
bill. 

The  question  was  taken,  without  debate,  on 
concurring  with  the  committee  in  their  disagree- 
ment to  all  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  except 
so  much  as  strikes  out  the  last  section,  and  deci- 
ded in  the  affirmative — yeas  67,  nays  47,  as 
follows: 

YxAs — ^Willis  Alston,jr.,  William  Anderson,  Bsti^ 
Bard.BnrwellBassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Bojdj 
Robert  Brown,  WUIiam  A.  Bnrwell,  Willism  BaUer, 
Joseph  Calhonn,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  How- 
ell Cobb,  James  Cochran,  Orchard  Cook,  James  Cox, 
William  Crawford,  Henry  Cristt  Richard  Cntta,  John 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  William 
Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  BarziUai 
Gannett,  Grideon  Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson.jr.,  Peters 
son  Goodwyn,  James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard, 
Jacob  Hnfty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathan! 
iel  Macon,  Samuel  McKee  Alexander  McKim,  Pleas 
ant  M.  Miller,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Our 
don  8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton 
John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea,  of  Pennsyl 
vania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards 
John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomu 
Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuc 
Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John  Smilie,  George  Smitli 
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StiDoel  Smith,  Henrv  Southard,  Richard  Stanford, 
John  Taylor,  John  Thorn  pton,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles 
Tamer,  jr.,  Robert  Whitehill,  and  Richard  Winn. 

NiTB — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Daniel 
Blaisdelly  James  Breckenridge,  John  Campbell,  Wil- 
liam Chamberlin,  Bpaphroditus  Champion,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Dans,  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  David  S.  Gariand,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin 
Gny,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel 
Heistcr,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jun., 
William  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knicker- 
baeker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St  Loe  Livermore, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archi- 
bald McBiyde,  Jonathan  O.  Moaeley,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Beojsmin  Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R. 
Potter,  Josiah  Quincy ,  John  Ross,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
Stanley,  William  Stedman,  James  Stevenson,  Lewis 
B.  Stnigee,  Jacob  Swoope,  George  M.  Troup,  Archi- 
bald Van  HcHrn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert 
Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  and 
Jamet  Wilson. 

So  the  House  refused,  by  a  majority  of  tweotv, 
to  agree  to  strike  out  the  3d,  4tb^  5l1i,  6th,  7th, 
8tfa,  9tb,  10th,  lltb,  and  13th  sections. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  conctirring 
vith  the  committee  in  their  disagreement  to  the 
rvmaioder  of  the  Senate's  amendments,  viz: 
striking  oat  the  12th  section  (limiting  the  bill  to 
the  end  of  the  nezt  session.) 

Mr.  Dana  said  he  was  not  for  making  the  law 
perpetual,  and,  therefore,  he  should  certainly 
rote  against  this  part,  though  he  was  in  favor  of 
til  the  rest  of  the  Senate's  amendment. 

Mr.  Pitkin  hoped  this  part  of  the  amendment 
woold  not  be  agreed  to,  the  more  especially  as  a 
bill  was  this  morning  laid  on  the  table  for  com- 
meDcing  a  convoy  system.  If  we  excluded  armed 
Tessels  from  our  waters,  no  doubt  other  nations 
vould  adopt  the  same  course  in  relation  to  our 
Tesseb.  The  bill  ought,  therefore^  certainly  to 
have  a  short  existence,' if  passed  into  a  law,  or 
oor  vessels  would  not  be  permitted  to  convoy 
Tessels  to  any  port 

The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  strike 
oQt  this  section,  and  lost,  one  hundred  and  four- 
teen members  voting  to  retain  the  section,  and 
Bot  ooe  to  strike  it  out. 

So  the  bill  is  returned  to  the  Senate  precisely 
in  the  same  form  in  which  it  first  went  from  this 
House. 

BATTURE  AT  NEW  ORLEANS. 

The  House  refused  a  call  of  Mr.  Bassett  for 
the  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
Tespecling  the  Navy,  and  of  Mr.  Clay  for  the 
miliiia  volunteer  bill — and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
PoiKOEXTER,  again  took  up  the  subject  of  the 
taiturc  at  New  Orleans, 

The  reFolution  oQered  by  Mr.  Po  indextsb  on 
2  former  day,  but  modified  to-day,  was  under 
consideration  in  the  following  words: 

^^t»oM,  That  it  is  expedient  to  authoriie  the  per- 
^t  or  their  legal  representatives,  who  were  removed 
Boin  the  baUure  in  front  of  the  suburb  St  Maiy,  in  the 
Territory  of  Orleans,  by  order  of  the  President  of  the 
V'Bitcd  States,  on  the  twenty -fifth  day  of  Januaryi  one 


thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  to  institute  such 
suit  or  action  as  may  be  necessary,  in  the  District  Court 
of  New  Orleans,  against  the  Attorney  of  the  Unitedi 
States  for  the  District  of  Orleans,  who  shall  be  consti- 
tuted a  defendant  in  such  action,  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  asserting  and  defending  the  right  of  the  United 
States  to  said  batture ;  and  that  the  judge  of  the  said 
Court,  after  the  issue  is  joined  between  the  parties,  be  - 
authorized  and  required  to  order  such  action  to  be  tried 
in  such  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States,  where,  in 
his  opinion,  a  fair  and  impartial  trial  can  be  had ,  and 
the  judgment  of  the  court  to  which  the  same  shall  b# 
removed  for  trial  as  aforesaid,  may  be  re-examined  and 
reversed  or  affirmed  in  the  same  manner  as  other  causes 
in  such  Circuit  Court  are ;  and  the  final  judgment, 
sentence,  or  decree,  in  such  action  shall  be  final  and 
conclusive  between  the  United  States  and  all  individual, 
claimants  as  to  the  title  of  the  said  batture,  and  may 
be  plead  in  bar  to  any  subsequent  suit  or  action  for  the- 
recovery  of  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  the  ree^- 
ord  and  proceedings  in  such  action  shall  be  returned  an^ 
deposited  among  the  judgments  of  the  said  District 
Court  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans. 

After  much  debate,  the  question  was  taken  on 
its  passage,  and  decided  in  the  aflSrmative — yeas 
60,  nays  47,  as  follows  : 

Ykas — Ezekiel  Bacon,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Adam  Boyd, 
John  Campbell,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  William  Cham- 
bertin,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Matthew  Clay,  Henry  Crut,  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  Jonathan  Fisk,  David  S.  Garland,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  Edwin  Cray,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven, 
Daniel  Heister.  Benjamin  Howard,  Jonathan  H.  Hub- 
bard, Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman 
Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe 
Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  Mc- 
Kee,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  John 
Nicholson,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr., 
Timothy  Pitkin  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Roas,  Thomas  Sam- 
mons,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Dennis  Smeh, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Henry  Southard, 
Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  William  Stedman, 
James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy, 
Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Laban  Wheaton,  Eiekiel  Whitman,  James  Wilson, 
and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  WO- 
liam  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Robert  Brown,  WilUam  A.  Burwell,  WUiiam 
Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  Cbpton,  Howell  Cobb, 
James  Cochran,  WilUam  Crawford,  Joseph  Desha, 
John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Baraillai  Gannett,  Thomas  Gholson,  jr.,  PeUrson  Good- 
wyn,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,  Walter  Jones,  Wil- 
liam Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Alex- 
ander McKim,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Porter,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Taylor,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Tamer,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  White- 
hill,  and  Richard  Winn. 

The  above  resolution  was  referred  to  Messrs. 
Sheffgy,  Poindexter,  Rosa,  Van  Horn,  and 
Miller,  to  bring  in  a  bill  conformable  thereto. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 
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Tdesdat,  March  6. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties; 
'which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
tnittee  of  the  Whole  on  Thursday. 

Mr.  Bmott,  from  the  committee  appointed,  on 
the  twpnty-second  of  January  last,  on  the  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
presented  a  bill  relative  to  the  returning  and  em- 
pannelling  of  jurors  in  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States  j  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  LovEjfrom  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  to  make  public  a 
road  in  Wasbiocton  county,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia;  whicn  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  *'An 
act  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  Virginia  mili- 
tary land  warrants,  and  for  returning  the  surveys 
thereon  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
War,"  with  amendments;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House.  They  have,  also, 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Minifie;"  to  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

CONVOY  AND  ARMING. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  ^'authorising  the  Presi- 
dent to  employ  the  public  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  States  in  protecting,  by  convoy,  mer- 
chant vessels  owned  wholly  by  citizens  of  the 
United  Slates,  in  voyages  to  ports  or  places  with 
which  intercourse  is  prohibited  by  the  decrees 
or  Orders  of  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain 
and  France." 

The  bill  having  been  read  through  by  sections, 
without  any  attempt  to  amend  it — 

Mr.  BuRWfiLL  spoke  in  favor  of  the  principle 
of  the  bill.  He  was  for  defending  the  strictly 
neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Eppes  explained  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced him  to  be  in  favor  of  the  bill.  He  wished  to 
gee  commerce  resume  its  natural  channel,  that  our 
farmers  and  planters  might  send  a  part  of  their 
produce  to  Portugal,  Spain,  Gennany,  and  Hol- 
lands—and to  effect  this  object  he  was  willing  to 
protect  by  force  the  carriage  of  produce  of  cor 
own  soil,  the  property  of  our  own  citizens,  on 
board  of  our  own  vessels. 

Mr.  Gold  said,  that  having  barely  h^d  time  to 
run  over  the  bill,  he  was  not  able  to  form  an 
opinion  as  to  all  the  provisions  it  dontained.    The 

g resent  was  indeed  a  time  of  ^reat  difficulty,  and 
e  who  could  get  over  it  wilnout  involving  the 
country  in  war  would  deserve  well  of  his  country. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Eppes)  him- 
self had  acknowledged  that  the  question  of  the 
right  of  search  by  the  belligerents  was  one  of  a 
very  delicate  nature.  The  gentleman  had  sug- 
gested however  that  this  bill  bad  peculiarly  guarded 
against  difficulty  in  refusing  the  right  of  search. 


because  it  confined  the  cargo  of  the  vessels  to  be 
armed  or  conveyed  to  the  products  of  the  coqq- 
try,  and  excluded  enemies' goods.    Every  geDtle- 
man,  Mr.  G.  said,  must  see  that  this  was  a  qaes- 
tion  between  two  parties,  belligerents  and  dcq- 
trals.    Would  the  belligerents  accept  any  eri- 
dence  from  a  custom-house  that  nothing  was  to 
be  found  on  board  an  armed  vessel  contrary  to 
the  law  of  nations  or  to  the  provisions  of  ibisacil 
He  called  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the  liv 
of  nations  on  this  point,  whether  it  contaiaed  aay 
80 ch  principle  as  that  the  belligerent  was  bouad 
to  respect  custom-house  evidence,  declaring  tae 
property  of  a  vessel  to  be  neutral  t    If  that  had 
been  the  law  of  nations,  there  never  would  have 
been  any  difficulty — nothing  would  have  bne 
more  eae^y  than  for  the  neutral  to  have  adopted 
a  course  which  would  at  once  have  eluded  this 
right  of  search.    This  difficulty,  which  bad  ari;^ 
during  every  war  for  many  years  past,  laid  here— 
that  in  time  of  war  the  neutral  always  suffered. 
Any  gentleman  who  would  take  pains  to  exam- 
ine this  subject  would  find  it  throughout  a  sah* 
ject  of  freat  difficulty.    In  support  of  the  ffeaeral 
truth  of  this  assertion,  Mr.  G.  referred  to  Marshal 
on  Insurance,  and  quoted  these  passages : 

*'  That  the  right  of  visiting  and  searching  merdmt 
Mhips  upon  the  high  seas,  whatever  be  the  ships,  what- 
ever  be  the  caigoes,  whatever  be  the  destination,  is  ta 
inoonCestible  right  of  the  lawfully  cooasuasioned  oui- 
sers  of  a  belligerent  nation." 

"  That  the  authority  of  the  sovereign  of  the  neatnl 
country,  being  interposed  in  any  manner  of  biot 
force,  cannot  legally  vaiy  the  rights  of  the  belligeicai 
cruiser." 

**  That  the  penalty  for  the  violent  contravention  oj 
this  right,  is  the  confiscation  of  the  property  ao  with* 
held  from  visitstion  and  search.'* 

In  support  of  his  position,  several  writers  wen 
cited  by  Marshal,  vattel,  who  was  not  an  Eog 
lish  writer,  contained  the  same  position.  '*  With 
^ut  searching  neutral  ships  at  sea,"  says  ih< 
writer,  "  the  commerce  of  contraband  goods  can- 
^  not  be  prevented.  There  is  then  a  right  of  search 
*  ing.  Some  powerful  nations  have  indeed,  a 
^  various  times,  refused  to  submit  to  this  searcb 
^  At  present,  a  neutral  ship  refusing  to  be  searches 
^  would  from  that  proceed iogal one  ^econdemne 
^  as  lawful  prize."  The  course  of  evidence  at  th 
custom-houses,  guarding  against  the  admission  c 
enemies'  property,  Mr.  G.  said  could  not  be  efie( 
tual.  When  had  a  neutral,  for  several  years  pas 
claimed  a  right  oponly  to  carry  enemy's  propertr 
It  was  always  covered  with  neutral  names.  Wi 
it  expected  that  the  custom-house  officer,  a  tribi 
nal  of  one  party,  was,  on  ex  parte  evidence,  to  d^ 
Drive  the  other  party,  the  belligerent,  of  his  right 
Mr.  G.  said  he  spoke  of  things  as  they  are,  ao 
not  as  they  ouffht  to  be.  If  Congress  were  aboi 
to  frame  a  code  of  laws  for  nations,  they  migl 
introduce  whatever  regulations  to  them  seemc 
ecfuitabie ;  bat,  as  it  was,  they  most  abide  by  tl 
established  law  of  nations.  There  might  be  tl 
utmost  faitb  in  the  officers  of  the  customs.  ai 
yet  enemies'  property  might  elude  their  vigilanc 
or  evHde  the  law.    Again — What  evidence  wou 
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the  eastom-house  officers  hare  whether  a  port 
was  or  Wis  not  actually  iDrested  when  it  gfraoted 
napers  to  a  ressel  ?  If  it  were  not  at  the  time 
blockaded,  how  coald  they  know  that  it  would 
not  be  before  the  vessel  arrived  at  its  place  of  des- 
tiDttion  7  It  was  impossible  to  guard  against  this 
difficulty.  What  constituted  investment?  A 
lioe  uf  naval  force  drawn  aronnd  a  port  to  pre- 
sent actual  hazard  to  vessels  entering.  Would 
gentlemeD  admit  that  a  vessel's  !»ailing  destined  to 
a  port  3.000  miles  distant,  should  be  ground  of  for- 
feiture ?  Mr.  O.  said  he  knew  there  had  been 
sQcb  decisions  in  the  courts,  but  the  question  was 
by  DO  means  settled.  A  port  not  invested  when 
a  vessel  sailed  might  become  so  before  her  arri- 
n\  at  it.  He  threw  out  these  ideas  with  a  view 
(oshow  the  difficulty^  of  any  tribunal  at  so  great 
a  distance  pronouncing  on  any  question  relative 
to  blockade,  and  giving  such  evidence  on  the  sub- 
ject as  shonld  obviate  the  right  of  search. 

In  reply  to  an  observation  of  Mr.  Bt7RWEL^, 
tliat  tbis  bill  by  introducing  the  principle  of  re- 
sistance, would  do  away  the  pretext  of  retaliation 
noder  which  our  neutral  rignti  had  been  invaded 
-Mr.  0.  said  it  would  give  him  pleasure  if  the 
belligerenu  could  be  satisfied  with  this  mode  of 
reasooiog. 

There  were  other  difficulties  which  he  had  not 
time  to  examine.  The  list  of  contraband  might 
be  correct;  but  a  neutral  nation  had  no  rieht  to 
ay  that  such  and  such  articles  alone  should  be 
deemed  contraband  of  war.  unless  the  list  was 
so  broad  as  to  exclude  all  possibility  of  disagree- 
ment. He  found,  on  examination,  that  Sweden 
»d  Spain  asserted  the  right  to  search  neutral 
vessels  and  to  examine — 1,  whether  the  list  of  ccn- 
trabaod  articles  was  correct  in  principle ;  and,  2, 
whether  the  cargo  corresponded  with  the  declara- 
tion, these  were  n  few  of  the  difficulties  which 
Mr.  Q.  said  presented  themselves  to  his  mind  on 
this  subject 

Mr.  Mu«PORi>  said  that  the  sentiments  expres- 
^  by  Mr.  Bdrwell  had  given  him  great  plea- 
nre.  He  hoped  that  Congress  would  protect 
their  own  commerce,  as  they  were  indrspensably 
botnd  by  the  Constitution  to  do.  His  colleague 
hid  quoted  writers  on  the  law  of  nations--fae 
oigbt  have  found  many  others — but  in  Europe 
they  were  considered  as  nothing.  Power  (said 
Mr.  M.)  constitutes  right;  and  we,  being  the 
weaker  on  the  ocean,  are  obliged  to  submit  to 
the  strong.  But  I  hope  the  right  of  search  of 
▼f«scb  carrying  the  productions  of  our  own  soil 
will  not  be  submitteid  to.  The  gentleman  says 
he  does  not  understand  how  our  custom-house 
officers  are  to  have  knowledge  of  a  blockade's 
taking  place.  I  have  always  understood  that  no- 
tices of  blockade  are  given  to  foreign  Ministers ; 
wch  has  been  the  case  in  relation  to  the  block- 
ades by  France  and  England.  In  no  other  way 
coold  this  Qovemment  have  official  knowledge 
of  them.  If  the  gentleman  from  New  York  ad- 
nits  the  doctrine  of  blockade  by  proclamation,  I 
for  one  cannot  agree  with  him.  I  do  not  see  how 
o«r  trade  can  be  carried  on  to  the  continent  oi 

Borope  Qoless  you  do  convoy— for  our  manners 


w 

or 

M,1 


dress^  and  language,  are  so  nearly  similar  to  the 
English  that  they  can  not  be  distinguished.  Now 
the  only  way  to  make  the  character  of  our  ves- 
sels undoubted,  is  to  convoy  them.  Respecting 
the  association  of  merchant  vessels,  I  do  not  feeL 
confident ;  it  is  putting  it  too  much  in  the  power 
of  other  people  to  declare  war  for  you.  If  we  are 
to  have  war,  I  wish  to  have  some  one  responsi- 
ble for  it.  The  officer  commanding  the  convoy 
is  responsible  to  the  Government,  but  captains  of 
mercnant  vessels  are  not. 

Sir,  we  have  now  arrived  at  a  crisis  when  it  . 
behooves  every 'man  to  come  out  in  defence  of  his 
country's  rights.  No  doubt  our  countrymen  have 
had  enough  information  on  paper.  You  have 
for  the  last  tliree  years  sent  them  5,000  copies  of 
resolutions  and  5,000  copies  of  long  and  elaborate 
reports  of  committees  and  pamphlets  of  speeches. 
They  are  bow  perfectlv  acquainted  with  your 
foreign  relations ;  they  Know  and  all  the  world 
knows  and  acknowledges  that  we  have  the  best 
of  the  argument;  but  tne  people-will  not  be  sat- 
isfied unless  you  come  out  boldly  and  assert  your 
rights  in  a  dignified  manner.  They  expect  it 
from  you.  Several  of  the  State  Legislatures 
have  patriotically  expressed  their  sentiments  to 
you  on  this  sobject,  in  language  not  to  be  misun- 
derstood ;  while  the  LegisFature  of  another  State, 
within  the  sound  of  the  cannon  of  Bunker's  Hill, 
have  expressed  sentiments  that  were  not  to  be 
expected  from  the  cradle  of  our  glorious  Revolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Troup  remarked  that  this  bill  presenieHl  to 
consideration  some  very  important  and  some- 
what novel  propositions.  It  proposed  to  occupy 
a  ground  essentially  different  from  that  hereto- 
fore taken  by  ottr  Government.  It  was  generally 
understood  and  generally  acknowledged  that  th^ 
belligerent  had  a  right  to  search  neutral  vessels, 
and  the  right  had  qever  been  questioned  by  otir 
Qovernment.  To  afford  further  time  for  reflec- 
tion on  the  subject,  he  moved  that  the  Committee 
rise  and  report  progress. 

Mr.  Dana  said  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
had  stated  that  writers  on  the  law  of  nations 
were  no  authority  now,  and  that  power  constitu- 
ted right.  As  the  object  of  the  bill  was  to  main- 
tain onr  ibaritime  rights,  he  wished  to  know  how 
ttincfa  power  was  in  the  bill.  How  many  pulMie 
vessels  and  of  what  force  did  the  bill  provide? 
He  asked  this  question,  because  if  this  bill  was 
intended  for  an  efficacious  assertion  of  our  right, 
to  insure  to  us  any  respect,  it  must  be  something 
more  than  paper.  How  many  frigates,  fully 
^aulpped,  officered  and  manned,  how  many  ships 
of  war,  and  how  many  subordinate  vessels,  were 
provided  for  in  the  bill  ?  If  it  was  to  be  merely 
a  formal  declaration,  without  any  force,  or  witn 
merely  one  or  two  vessels  to  carry  it  into  efi*ect, 
he  considered  it  perfectly  useless  for  mercantile 
protection,  efficacious  only  for  this  purpose—- 
that  a  battletnight  take  place  between  one  of  our 
vessels  and  a  vessel  of  one  of  the  belligerents, 
and  thus  involve  us  fn  war.  He  had  another 
question  to  ask  about  the  collectors  of  the  cus- 
toms ascertaining  property-— whether  it  was  sup- 
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posed  that  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
prescribing  regulations,  was  authorized  to  pre- 
scribe oaths,  and  inflict  punishment  for  their  vio- 
lation ?  Mr.  p.  said  he  had  another  question  to 
ask  as  respected. instructions  to  be  given  to  the 
officers  of  the  navy — whether  it  was  supposed 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  was  au- 
thorized to  give  instructions  to  the  commanders 
of  armed  vessels,  so  that  their  acts  should  be 
completely  compulsory  on  the  merchant  vessels  ? 
and  whether  he  could  give  such  instructions  that 
if  the  merchant  vessels  should  not  obey  signals, 
the  matter  should  be  inquired  into  t  And  whether 
such  disobedience  was  to  be  considered  no  offence? 

Mr.  Eppes  said  that  before  this  subiect  should 
again  come  under  discussion,  he  should  take  the 
gentleman's  questions  into  conaideration,  and  pre- 
pare himself  to  answer  them — and  he  asked  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  to  prepare  to  meet 
another  question.  In  this  House  every  attempt 
made  to  operate  on  the  belligerents  on  land  had 
been  rejected  as  useless  and  dangerous ;  but  the 
House  nad  been  told  nevertheless  that  gentlemen 
were  prepared  to  maintain  the  rights  of  the  na- 
tion. He  called  upon  the  gentleman  to  prepare 
himself  to  answer  when  the  question  was  fairly 
before  the  House,  whether  what  had  been  said 
against  resisting  tiie  belligerents  in  any  way,  was 
to  be  set  down  to  the  score  of  juggling  imposture, 
or  whether  he  would  acknowledge  that  there  was 
DO  way  to  defend  the  rights  of  this  country? 

Mr.  Dana  said  he  wished  the  gentleman,  as  he 
had  promised^  to  take  his  inquiries  into  consider- 
ation. He  wished .  that  the  gentleman,  as  chair- 
man of  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill, 
would  condescend  to  exercise  his  talents  in  pre- 
Bcribing  a  suitable  system  of  regulations.  The 
gentleman,  if  he  had  not  made  the  inquiry,  might 
also  be  led  to  inquire  how  many  vessels  the  Uni- 
ted States  now  had.  As  to  himself,  he  believed 
it  would  be  recollected  that  he  had  never  claimed 
the  honor  or  merit  of  responsibility  for  public 
measures,  particularly  when,  in  attempting  to 
vindicate  lock-jaw  measures^  it  had  been  so  fre- 
quently asserted  that  the  majority  only  were  re- 
sponsible for  public  measures.  This  he  was  not 
willing  to  admit  in  its  full  extent.  The  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  he  believed,  however,  was  not 
an  kdvocate  of  the  gag  rule.  Mr.  D.  was  willing 
to  give  his  opinion,  wnen  not  asked  for  in  an  ab- 
rupt or  improper  manner^  The  adoption  of  any 
system  must  depend  much  on  the  views  of  the 
Executive  and  his  friends,  as  its  success  must  de- 
pend on  the  manner  in  which  it  is  carried  into 
execution.  And,  as  to  our  foreign  relations^  if 
aay  measure  tending  to  brinff  us  mto  a  collision 
with  foreign  Powers  was  to  be  adopted,  it  would 
be  very  satisfactory  to  his  mind,  first  to  have  a 
view  of  the  whole  ground.  And,  on  this  subject, 
Mr.  D.  said,  he  was  not  assured  to  his  satisfac- 
tion that  he  knew  the  full  nature  of  our  foreign 
relations,  nor  did  he  say  that  he  ought  to  know 
them.  There  might  be  good  reasons  for  not  com- 
municating the  whole ;  for  he  imagined^  on  in- 
spection ofthe  correspondence  with  our  Ministers 
which  was  communicated,  it  would  be  found  that 


the  whole  had  not  been  laid  before  the  Hous< 
Mr.  D.  said  if  he  would  offer  a  measure  worth; 
the  attention  of  the  House,  and  could  mature  i 
in  twenty-four  hours,  he  really  should  not  ia 
case  of  such  difficulty  present  it  on  so  short  i 
consideration.  He  said  ne  should  hope  that  gei 
tlemen,with  the  aid  of  the  Executive  knowledgt 
with  all  their  various  projects  and  with  all  tb 
honors  of  empire,  would  not  find  themselves  ei 
hausted  by  the  introduction  of  a  simple  project 
but  that  they  would  be  able  to  supply  to  it  wb: 
was  deficient  and  reject  what  was  reduodaDt. 

Mr.  Eppes  said  he  had  been  induced  to  brio 
forward  this  measure,  in  order  to  see  whether  tii 
Representatives  of  the  nation  could  agree  onao 
measure  short  of  what  he  believed  to  be  a  nakc 
surrender  of  its.rights  by  repealing  the  non-iote 
course  act.  If  the  bill  was  not  perfect,  he  ioviu 
gentlemen  to  unite  their  talents,  and  examii 
whether  the  principle  of  the  bill  was  that  of  r 
sistance  to  the  decrees  which  violate  the  law  i 
nations  and  destroy  the  neutral  commerce  of  ib 
United  States — if  such  was  the  principle,  he  calU 
upon  gentlemen  to  unite  in  rendering  it  effects 
for  the  defence  of  our  rights.  If  the  bill  in  prii 
ciple  should  prove  totally  incorrect,  Mr.  E.  sai 
he  would  take  any  other,  gentlemen  should  ihia 
better.  He  was  willing  to  pass  in  review  ever 
measure  which  could  be  suggested  to  defend  o^ 
rights  against  the  tyranny  of  Great  Britain  aq 
France ;  and  as  we  bad  withdrawn  from  the  ocei| 
for  years,  and  failed  in  obtaining  by  negotiatio 
a  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  be  ws 
willinf^  to  try  the  only  thing  left,  arming  or  io 
terposition  of  force  in  someway  to  operate  on  ti 
belligerenU.  Ever]r  attempt  nitherto  made  i 
operate  on  these  nations  has  failed ;  and  when  tli 
bill  is  brought  fairly  under  discussion,  it  will  b 
difficult  for  gentlemen,  who  have  recorded  thei 
.names  against  submission,  who  have  refused  \ 
operate  against  the  belligerents  in  any  manner  b 
land,  to  oppose  this  bill.  Mr.  E.  said  he  wa 
against  any  measure  which  should  drive  the  d| 
tion  to  a  surrender  of  its  rights ;  and,  if  there  ws 
only  this  mode  left  to  maintain  our  own  right 
he  was  for  trying  it.  If  driven  from  the  oceai 
be  would  be  ready  to  act  on  land.  There  wa$  o 
instance  in  the  civilized  world,  in  which  anatio 
having  a  seacoast  of  eighteen  hundred  miles, 
population  of  six  millions  of  people,  of  whom  si 
or  eight  hundred  thousand  were  capable  of  beai 
ing  arms,  ten  hundred  millions  of  capital,  (moi 
solid  than  bullion,  because  consisting  in  five  hu^ 
dred  millions  of  acres  of  land,  at  two  dollars  ^ 
acre,  daily  increasing  in  value,}  had  submitted  t 
the  restrictions  of  another  nation  on  its  agricu 
ture  and  lawful  commerce.  Much  has  been  sai 
at  various  times  of  the  resources  of  other  couc 
tries — what  were  they  ?  Look  at  the  papers  lai 
before  the  British  Parliament,  said  he  ;  what  d 
they  prove  ?  That  everything  capable  of  tax^ 
tion  is  taxed.  We  have  no  internal  taxation  i 
all  ]  the  only  tax  is  on  our  consumption  of  foreig 
products.  We  are  often  told  that  we  have  n 
resources;  while  I  believe  that  there  is  not  i 
nation  on  earth  that  ha&  the  same  resource 
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Show  me  a  nation  that  has  ten  hundred  minions 
of  bailtoo — and  I  aver  ibat  our  capital  is  more 
nlnable  than  so  much  builioo,  because  the.buUion 
voold  be  a  dead  capital,  and  our  land  is  continu- 
ally rising  in  value. 

With  the  number  and  force  of  the  public  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States,  Mr.  B.  said,  the  gentle- 
mao  from  Connecticut  was  at  least  as  well  ac- 
qaainied  as  he  was.  Their  names  and  numbers 
bad  been  repeatedly  laid  before  the  House  during 
the  present  and  late  sessions.  A  bill  was  also  be- 
fore tbe  House  for  fitting  for  service  all  our  frig- 
ates. If  Congress  decided  for  taking  any  measure 
to  defend  the  rights  of  the  nation,  be  was  for  that 
bill.  If  the  nation  was  to  go  into  a  naked  sur- 
leoder  of  its  rights,  the  best  course  would  be  at 
ooee  to  burn  the  navy  they  were  not  able  to  use, 
asd  reduce  the  army  which  was  of  no  service. 

Mr.  Q,uiNCT  observed,  that  if  this  bill  was  se- 
rJGQsljr  meant  to  be  passed,  if  it  was  not  merely  a 
oevspaper  measure,  or  party  hocus  pocus,  not 
ofilf  its  principle  but  its  details  must  be  rigidly 
fiamioed.  And  he  was  therefore  in  favor  of  the 
Committee  rising. 

The  Committee  rose,  yea874,and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again. 

COMMERCIAL  INT£RC0UR8£. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  in- 
fonning  the  House  that  they  insisted  on  their 
UDeodments  to  the  bill  concerning  commercial 
iaterconrse,  dbc. 

Mr.  LivERM ORE  moved  that  the  House  should 
laede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  amend- 
aeoij. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  moved  to  insist  on  the  former 
disagreement  bj  this  House  to  the  Senate's  amend- 
aents. 

Tbis  motion  took  preference  of   Mr.    Liv- 

UMORE'd. 

Mr.  Dana  was  opposed  to  insisting.  He  was 
for  concurring  in  all  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
tte  except  the  last.  One  general  reason  for  this 
beiag  so  was,  that  it  seemed  to  be  generally  ad- 
nutted  that  the  existing  system  of  non-intercourse 
was  inoperative  for  any  purpose  of  good ;  that  it 
vas  subservient  of  frauci,  and  prejudicial  to  the 
iair  trader  only.  The  real  question  for  the  con- 
sHieratioQ  of  the  House  was,  whether  they  would 
persevere  in  a  system  condemned  by  experience  ; 
vbetber  they  would  persist  in  a  measure  acknowl- 
edged to  be  worse  than  useless  ?  Some  idea  of 
preserring  consistency  might  operate  on  the 
miads  of  some  gentlemen ;  but,  from  whatever 
(aose,  the  experiment  having  failed,  why  perse- 
vere io  it  ? 

.  Mr.  LivBRMORE  was  also  decidedly  opposed  to 
iosisting  on  the  disagreement.  He  used  a  num- 
ber of  arguments  going  to  show  that  the  non-in- 
tercoorse  was  not  now  in  force  as  to  Great  Brit- 
ain. There  could  not  now  be  a  possibility  of  a 
^oabithat  this  must  be  the  construction  of  the  law 
if  eTer  it  was  brought  before  a  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted Suites.  This  state  of  things,  he  said,  called 
joudly  for  either  a  repeal  or  re-enaction  of  the  non- 
iatercoarse  law.    He  saw  no  use  in  persisting  in 


attempting  to  get  the  Senate  into  these  commer- 
cial restrictions.  Any  other  measures  deemed 
proper  by. gentlemen  might  be  deliberately  and 
separately  discussed  ;  but  there  was  an  absolute 
necessity  that  this  subject  of  the  non-intercourse 
law  should  be  immediately  acted  on. 

Mr.  PicKMAN,  in  allusion  to  a  remark  of  Mr. 
Flax's  some  days  ago,  that  Congress  had  been 
legislating  for  the  merchants  for  five  years  past, 
ol^rved  that  if  they  had  legislated  for  the 
merchants,  they  had  certainly  legislated  against 
commerce.  The  memorials  of  the  merchants 
did  not,  he  believed,  contain  any  suggestion  that 
Congress  should  pass  a  non-importation  act 
on  account  of  the  spoliations  of  our  commerce. 
On  the  contrary,  he  recollected  that  it  was  a  mat* 
ter  of  general  surprise  when  that  act  passed.  No 
merchants  had  suggested  the  embargo,  for  that 
measure  had  been  passed  suddenly  on  the  suggest 
tion  of  the  late  President  of  the  United  States. 
Ir  was  a  measure  which  the  merchants  had  con* 
ceived.to  have  operated  very  injuriously  on  them. 
Mr.  P.  was  against  insisting.  The  sections  which 
the  Senate  had  stricken  out,  he  said,  were  of  very 
little  importance.  He  did  not  consider  the  bill 
as  amended,  to  be,  as  called  by  some  gentlemen, 
submission.  It  interdicted,  what  he  thought  it 
ought  to  interdict,  the  entrance  of  our  waters  to 
the  armed  vessels  of  Great  Britain  and  France, 
so  long  as  they  retained  in  force  their  unjust  de- 
crees. He  should  agree  with  the  Senate  in  all 
their  amendments,  not  excepting  even  that  one 
objected  to  by  Mr.  Dana.  He  was  willing  that 
ail  armed  vessels  should  be  excluded  from  our 
ports  by  a  permanent  law,  and  that  it  should  be  a 
subject  of  treaty  with  any  foreign  Power  what 
number  of  its  armed  vessels  should  be  admitted 
at  a  time,  and  into  what  ports.  It  might  be  es- 
sential to  the  welfare  of  the  country  that  such  an  ar- 
rangement should  be  adopted.  He  considered  the 
bill  as  it  came  from  the  Senate  more  energetic 
than  as  it  went  from  this  House,  because  this  fea- 
ture was  made  permanent. 

Mr.  FisK  said  that  if  the  House  were  determin- 
ed to  abandon  all  resistance  and  leave  comnierce 
to  skulk  for  itself,  the  best  amendment  to  adopt 
would  be  that  no  vessel  hereafter  sailing  from 
our  ports  should  be  permitted  to  hoist  the  Amer* 
ican  flsff. 

Mr.  McKiM  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
House  to  insist;  not  that  he  was  any  ffreat  ad- 
mirer of  the  bill  as  it  went  from  this  House,  be- 
cause he  did  not  think  it  the  best  measure  that 
could  be  adopted ;  nor  that  he  was  an  admirer  of 
the  present  non-intercourse,  because  he  saw  its 
inconveniences ;  but  the  amendments  totalljr 
changed  the  principle  of  the  bill  and  destroyed  aU 
the  regulations  intended  as  the  expression  of  our 
disapprobation  of  the  outrages  on  the  nation — it 
left  the  bill  a  mere  skeleton,  perfect  submission,  a 
complete  acquiescence  in  tne  wrongs  done  to  us. 
Mr.  McK.  said,  when  he  took  a  view  of  the  evils 
under  which  we  had  suffered,  and  adverted  to  our 
injuries^  he  could  not  part  with  the  non-intercourse 
bill,  which  held  out  at  least  a  protest  against  those 
wrongs,  until  he  saw  liome  other  arrangement  to 
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corer  the  honor  of  the  Dation.    His  miDd  rtvoUed 
at  the  idea  of  soch  dei^adation. 

Mr.  Dana  said  if  the  object  of  gfentlemeir  was 
merely  to  protest,  they  might  enter  a  protest  on 
record,  take  it  in  the  Q^aaker style,  and  say  to  each 
of  the  belligerents,  ^  Friend,  I  do  not  like  thy  mea- 
sures.'' When  gentlemen  talked  about  this  bill 
being  a  system  of  commercial  protection,  they 
seemed  to  him  to  use  terms  in  a  signification  dif- 
ferent from  their  usual  acceptation.  It  was  some- 
thing like  liberty  illustrated  by  committing  an  in- 
dividual to  close  confinement.  The  protection 
afibrded  to  commerce  was  that  it  should  not  exist. 
The  experiment  of  operating  on  foreign  nations 
by  commercial  restrictions  had  completely  failed, 
and  the  non-intercourse  was  now  but  a  cafnU 
miortuum — why  should  it  longer  be  kept  abore 
ground  ? 

Mr.  Macon  asked  whether  gentlemen  were 
willing,  after  all  that  foreign  nations  had  done  to  in- 
jure us,  to  have  the  vessels  offendmg  admitted  into 
our  ports.  It  was  the  decrees  of  France  and 
Qr<at  Britain  and  not  ouVselves  that  had  locked 
tip  our  commerce.  Weak  as  this  bill,  as  it  went 
from  the  House,-  was  said  to  be,  Mr.  M.  said  he 
believed  it  to  be  a  stronger  measure  than  even 
the  convoy  bill.  He  said  he  should  vote  to  insist ; 
but  he  had  rather  adhere  and  let  the  bill  be  lost 
than  give  up  the  question.  The  question  whether 
the  non  intercourse  was  or  was  not  in  force,  he 
said,  was  a  question  solely  for  the  judiciary.  The 
Orders  in  Council  were  not  merely  a  mercantile 
-question,  as  had  been  said.  If  the  merchants  had 
more  rights  than  other  people,  Mr.  M.  said  he  had 
yet  to  learn  it.  It  was  a  question  in  which  ag- 
riculturists were  at  least  equally  concerned  with 
merchants.  He  said  he  was  opposed  to  a  confer- 
ence with  the  Senate^  as  he  could  see  no  good  to 
result  from  it.  He  had  rather  let  the  Senate  ad- 
here and  the  bill  be  lost. 

Mr.  BMiLiBsaid,  whatever  disagreement  existed 
between  the  two  Houses,  the  Senate  had  treated 
this  House  with  decency  and  asked  a  conference. 
He  wished  no  blame  to  fall  on  this  House  for  its 
conduct  in  this  matter,  and  was  therefore  for 
meeting  the  Senate  in  conference. 

Mr.  TRotTP  remarked  that  gentlemen,  in  speak- 
ing of  the  bill  as  it  went  from  this  House,  seemed 
to  have  forgotten  the  contents  of  that  bill.  It  was 
spoken  of  as  a  bill  full  of  resistance.  If  any  such 
principle  was  contained  in  the  bill,  he  had  no  re- 
collection of  it.  If  he  recollected  right,  the  part 
struck  out  proposed  a  direct  commerce  to  the 
ports  of  the  belligerents  in  our  own  vessels.  Was 
this  the  principle  of  resistance  ?  He  had  thought 
that  last  Winter  non-intercourse  was  resistance. 
But  it  seemed  that  what  was  resistance  then  was 
submission  now.  If  the  Senate  was  disposed  to 
resist  in  reality  with  cannon  and  ball,  and  there- 
fore would  not  take  the  milk-and-water  resistance 
of  this  bill,  he  did  not  feel  disposed  to  blame  them. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  insisting  on 
the  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  carried—yeas  73,  nays  42,  as  follows : 

YiAS— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Wil- 
liam  Anderson.  David  Bard,  BnrweUBaasett,  Wiiliam 


W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  Wilfiam  A.  Bo- 
wsU,  Winiaai  Batier,  JoMph  Gdboun,  Matthew  Ciiy, 
John  Ck>pton,  Howell  Cobb,  Jmnos  Cochna,  Jum 
Cox,  WiUiam  Crawford,  Heniy  Crist,  Bichud  Ctia, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  Wiiiiui 
Findley,  Jonathan  Fish.  Meshack  Franklin,  Gideon 
Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson,  Jan.,  Peterson  Gt)odirfis, 
James  Holland,  Beniamin  Howanl,  Jacob  Hulij,B]d' 
ard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  John  Love,  Auob 
Lylo,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Samuel  M^ 
Kee,  Alexander  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Thoous 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gordon  8.  Mamford,  Rogv 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newbotd,  Thomas  Newton,  Jobs 
Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Reaaf 
Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Ri^ 
ards,  John  Roane,  Erastns  Root,  Ebeneser  8age,Thoi. 
Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Safflut 
Shaw,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Ssiilic 
George  Smith,  Samnel  Smith,  Henry  Sonthaid,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,Un  XVicj, 
Charies  Tomer,  jr.,  Robert  Whitehili,  Ridiaid  Wim, 
and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats— Daniel  BlaisdeU,  John  C.  Chana)«rlaiiL,WB- 
liam  Chambeilm,  Epaphroditos  Champion,  Maitm  CUt* 
tenden,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  WiUiam  l^y,  James  £iD4tt, 
David  8.  Garland,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  WiUiam  Htk, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven.  Daniel  Heister  Jonathan  H. 
Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  William  Kenoe^, 
PhiUp  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Leffii, 
jr.,  ifdward  8t  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Living- 
ston, Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBiyde,  WiUiaa 
Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Beoja 
min  Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  ?^ 
ter,  Joeiah  Qnincy,  John  Ross,  John  Stanley,  Lewi 
B.  Starges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Gcorgi 
M.  Troup,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Kiflian  K.  Van  Reu 
selaer,  Robert  Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton,  Eseka 
VHiitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

On  motion,  a  committee  of  conference  was  ap 
pointed,  composed  of  Messrs.  Macon,  Fisx,  an 
CuTTS,  to  confer  on  the  subject-matter  of  tbebil 
with  the  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  thi 
Senate. 


WfiDMtsoAY,  March  7. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Huptt, 

Hesaivedj  That  a  committee  be  appointed  « 
inonlre  into  the  ezpjediency  of  altering  the  time 
of  nolding  the  District  Court  of  the  United  Sum 
for  the  district  of  New  Jersey  ;  and  thkt  they  bt 
leave  to  report  by  bill. 

Ordered  J  That  MrrHupTY,  Mr.  Setbert,  a 
Mr.  Matthews,  be  appointed  a  committee  p 
snant  to  the  said  resolntion. 

Mr.  Sbeffet,  from  the  committee  appoint 
on  the  fifth  instant,  presented  a  bill  providiog  t 
means  to  ascertain  the  title  to  the  battnre  in  froi 
of  the  saburb  St.  Mary,  in  the  city  of  ff ew  Oi 
leans;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amein 
ments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "Ao  u 
to  extend  the  time  for  locating  Virginia  miiiia^ 
land  warrants,  and  for  returning  the  snrrei 
thereon  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Department 
War  f*  and  the  same  being  twice  read  were  co 
cnrred  in  by  the  Honse. 
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The  bill  sent  from  the  Seoftte,  entitled  ^  Ad 
i«t  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Minifie,"  was  read 
irice,  and   commiited    to   the   Committee   of 

/Uims. 

TORPEDOB8. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '^  An  act 
aakiog  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  trying 
be  practical  use  of  the  torpedo,  or  submarine 
xplosiou/'  was  read  the  first  time. 

A  motion  was  inade  by  Mr.  Li  verm  ore,  that 
he  bill  be  rejected ;  and  the  question  being  taken 
bereoD,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
!7»  nays  76,  as  follows : 

Yut-Daniel  Blaisdell,  John  Campbell,  WilUam 
nttmberUoy  EpaphroditQa  Champion,  Martin  Chitten- 
CO,  WtUiun  Elj,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  WUliam  Hale, 
«oithui  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Philip 
1.  Kej,  Herman  Knicker backer,  Edward  8t  Loe  Liv- 
imoie,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Foieph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Pot- 
er,  John  Stanley,  James  Stevenson,  Lewis  B.  Btnr- 
9H,  Jacob  Swoop,  Samuel  Taggart,  Killian  K.  Van 
(eoifdaer,  Labatt  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  and 
'i&Ki  Wibon. 

NiTfl— Lemuel  J.  Alstcm,  WiUls  Alston,  inn.,  Wil- 
iim  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Baeon,  Bavid  Bard,  Burwelt 
Inett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
VMliam  A.  BorweU,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun, 
liUhew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James 
Stehnn,  James  Cojc,  William  Crawford,  Henry  Crist, 

blKbud  Ctttu,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  WilUam 
Ley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Gideon 
ner,  David  8.  Gariand,  Thomas  Gholson,  jun., 
^non  Goodvrjn,  Edwin  Gray,  Daniel  Heister,  Ben- 
(Bin Howard,  Jacob  Hufly,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Wm. 
UDQedj,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyl^  Nathaniel  Macon, 
bsael  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Wm.  Milnor,  Thos. 
kooTf,  Gordon  S.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas 
Vcwton,  John  NichoUon,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
bhn  Hea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
htthiu  Richards,  John  Roane,  Eraatus  Rdot,  John 
1mi  Ebenezer  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebeneser  Sea- 
^,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shelfey, 
KeoBis  Smelt)  John  Smtlie,  George  Smith,  Samuel 
^th,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  SUafsid,  John  Tay- 
BTt  John  TbompBon,  George  M.  Treap.  Charies  Tor- 
i»^  Jan.,  Arehibald  Van  Horn,  Robert  Weakley,  Ro- 
M  WbitehtU,  Rkiiard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wither- 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  second  time,  and 
!ommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  en  Mob- 
hiynexL 

DETACHMENT  OF  MILITIA. 

The  House  again  lesolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
teof  the  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  dotach* 
MDt  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Van  Hoan's  motion  to  strike  out  ihe  words 
'beyoDd  sea,"  from  that  part  of  the  bill  which 
^OTJdes  that  the  volunteers  shall  be  liable  to 
KTTe  '^pot  beyond  sea  without  the  jurisdiction  of 
>be  United  States/'  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Root  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  gentle- 
Ben  in  favor  of  this  notion  were  alarmed  with- 
nt  cause.  The  effect  of  the  motion,  should  it 
^Tsij,  would  be  to  embarrass  every  military 
(Operation  of  the  Government  whenever  it  was 


necessarjr  to  call  these  forces  into  action.  I  pre- 
sume, said  Mr.  R.,  that  the  gentleman  who  made 
the  motion  feels  a  doubt  that  this  provision  would 
contravene  the  principles  of  the  Constitution. 
The  Constitution  authorizes  the  President  to  call 
out  the  miliiia  for  certain  purposes,  and  as  to  the 
question  whether  the  Eresident  mav  call  the  mili- 
tia out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
the  Constitution  is  perfectly  silent.  I  would  ask 
gentlemen  whether  that  provision  which  author* 
izes  calling  forth  the  militia  to  repel  invasioa 
does  not,  of  necessity,  give  a  power  to  call  them 
further  than  the  jurisdictional  limits  of  the  Unir 
ted  States?  Whether  it  be  not  necessary,  in  car- 
rying this  power  into  execution,  to  call  the  mili* 
tia  l^yond  our  jurisdictional  limits?  Could  it 
ever  have  been  contemplated  that  the  President 
might  call  forth  the  militia  to  repel  invasion,  and 
that^as  soon  as  they  arrived  at  the  line,  they  were 
to  fold  up  their  arms^  and  either  retreat  or  wait 
to  be  shot  at  by  an  invading  foe?  This  never 
could  have  been  the  intention  of  the  framers  of 
.the  Constitution.  But  is  there  not  another  clause 
which  really  delegates  the  power  to  send  the  mi- 
litia of  the  ITnited  States  out  of  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  Sutes?  I  allude  to  that  clause 
which  authorizes  Congress  to  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  genreral  welfare.  I  ask,  sir, 
whether  it  would  not  be  essentially  necessary  to  the 
public  welfare  to  pursue  an  invading  foe  across 
the  line,  and  capture  him  if  they  could  beyond 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  ?  But,  evea 
were  the  absurd  doctrine  to  be  admitted  that  the 
militia  cannot  be  called  beyond  our  jurisdictional 
limits,  I  ask  whether  this  bill  contains  anything 
uncon«ititutional  ?  The  gentleman  from  Nona 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Macon,)  on  a  former  day,  asked 
of  what  character  these  troops  were  to  be.  If  the 
gentleman  pleases,  they  partake  of  both  charac- 
ters— of  militia  and  regulars — are  of  one  char- 
acter to  day  and  another  to-morrow.  They  act 
on  both  sides;  and  still  1  hope  thev  will  have  the 
character  of  very  honest  men.  They  are  militia 
till  they  receive  the  orders  of  the  President,  and 
that  moment  they  are  converted  into  regular 
forces,  because,  by  the  very  tenor  of  their  engage- 
ment, they  are,  as  soon  as  called  into  service,  to 
be  suniect  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  on  the 
same  footing  as  oth^r  forces,  and  may  be  called 
out  of  the  United  States.  If  tliere  was  a  clause 
in  the  Constitution  inhibiting  the  calling  the  mi- 
litia out  of  the  United  Stales,  a  force  organized 
in  the  way  proposed  by  the  bill  would  certainly 
be  liable  to  be  called  out  of  the  United  States. 
.The  persons  composing  it  cannot  complain  of  the 
infraction  of  their  rights,  because  they  will  have 
voluntarily  engaged  to  go  out  of  the  Union.  As 
well  may  the  marines  complain  of  their  Consti- 
tutional privileges  being  invaded  by  their  being 
carried  beyond  sea,  when  their  enlistment  im- 
plies a  liability  to  be  carried  beyond  sea.  So  with 
a  military  force ;  they  know  when  engaged  that 
they  are  liable  to  be  carried  beyond  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  Stales.  These  volunteers  will 
engage  with  the  same  knowledge. 

But  the  gentleman  on  my  right  (Mr.  Van 
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Hosn)  seemed  to  feel  alarm  because  it  looked 
something  like  a  war  measure  to  authorize  these 
troops  to  be  called  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States.  Sii^,  is  there  anything  more  war- 
like in  this  bill  than  in  the  first  bill  organizing 
the  militia?  I  do  not,  to  be  sure,  think  that  war 
is  apparently  so  remote  as  it  was  when  the  mili- 
tia were  first  organized.  But  e7ery  step  you  take 
to  organize  the  militia,  shows  that  you  wish  to 
be  in  a  state  of  preparation  for  events.  So  far 
only  this  bill  goes.  The  President  of  the  United 
States  thinks  that  we  are  in  such  a  critical  situa- 
tion that  it  is  necessary  to  provide  for  our  defence. 
He,  therefore,  has  recommended  the  raising  a 
military  force^  not  that  we  are  actually  ready  for 
war,  but  that  it  is  probable,  and  it  is  essential  for 
our  safety  to  provide  for  it.  For  what  object 
would  you  prepare  to  go  to  war  without  giving 
the  President  the  means  of  repelling  a  warlike 
foe  ?  If  we  should  be  involved  in  a  war  with 
Great  Britain,  it  is  probable  that  some  of  these 
troops  may  be  called  into  Canada.  If  we  must  go 
to  war,  do  gentlemen  wish  our  hands  to  be  tied 
up  so  that  we  cannot  act  ?  Do  gentlemen  desire 
that  our  military  force  should  be  precluded  from 
marching  across  the  line  to  attack  the  foe?  A 
strange  warfare  this !  To  go  to  war,  but  so  to 
tie  our  hands  that  we  cannot  reach  the  foe.'  This 
might  be  a  safe  sort  of  warfare^  but  I  imagine  not 
a  very  honorable  one.  The  friends  of  the  bill,  I 
presume,  wish  that,  whenever  called  into  service, 
the  President  may  direct  the  volunteers,  without 
restraint,  to  such  places  of  operations  as  to  him 
may  appear  proper ;  that  we  may  have  the  power 
of  attacking  the  foe  in  his  own  dominions,  rather 
than  folding  our  arms  and  waiting  his  approach. 
If  our  force  was  thus  restricted  in  its  operations, 
there  would  be  no  occasion  for  forces  of  any  kino 
except  immediately  along  the  seacoast.  No  one 
supposes  that  we  shall  be  liable  to  invasion  other 
than  by  predatorjr  incursions.  We  must  be  the 
invading  power  if  we  have  a  contest  on  our 
Northern,  Southern,  or  Western  frontier.  An 
European  foe  will  never  invade  us  through  her 
colonies,  but  more  directly,  if  at  all. 

Mr.  R.  concluded  by  observing  that  he  saw 
nothing  unconstitutional  in  this  provision;  and 
feeling  that  it  was  essentially  necessary  to  give 
this  power  to  the  President,  ir  they  gave  him  any 
power  at  all,  he  was  decidedly  against  striking 
out  these  words. 

Mr.  Van  Horn  said,  that  having  made  this 
motion,  and  not  being  at  all  satisfied  by  the  argu- 
ments of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  against 
it,  he  should  detain  the  Committee  a  few  min- 
utes while  he  attempted  to  reply  to  his  observa- 
tions. The  gentleman  has  said,  observed  Mr.  V. 
H.,  that  those  who  advocate  the  amendment  are 
alarmed  without  cause.  Sir,  if  I  had  no  other 
cause  of  alarm,  the  speech  made  by  the  gentle- 
man is  sufficient  to  alarm  me.  I  am  always 
alarmed  at  this  war-talk.  I  regret  that  gentle- 
men should  talk  so  much  about  invading  Canada ; 
that  they  should  say  that  a  state  of  war  is  near  at 
hand,  because  all  this  talk  has  a  prejudicial  effect 
on  my  constituents.    If  the  people  of  this  coun-  I 


try  are  to  be  alarmed  from  day  to-day  by  war 
speeches,  being  bewildered  by  this  means,  not 
knowing  what  to  do  or  what  to  expect,  it  is  a 
state  of  uncertainty  worse  than  war. 

The  gentleman  asks  whether  the  part  of  the 
Constitution  which  authorizes  the  calliog  oat  the 
militia  to  repel  invasion,  does  not  authorize  the 
marching  the  militia  out  of  the  United  States. 
If  it  does  so,  sir,  why  not  let  the  authority  for  so 
doing  rest  on  the  construction  1  Why  proTide 
by  law  that  a  thing  may  be  done  which  the  Coa- 
stitution  authorizes  to  be  done  without  the  inter- 
vention of  law  ?  This  would  be  an  act  of  sQp^ 
rerogation,  and  for  that  reason  I  would  not  make 
a  provision  in  this  law  that  the  President  might 
march  the  militia  out  of  the  United  States. 

The  gentleman  has  attempted  to  dedace  a 
power  from  that  part  of  the  Constitution  which 
declares  one  object  of  it  to  be,  among  others, ''  to 
provide  for  the  common  defence,  promote  the 

freneral  welfare,"  &c.  Young  as  I  am,  sir,  I  tecol- 
ect  very  well  when  doctrine  such  as  this  wais  not 
deemed  very  republican.  If  he  relies  on  that 
article  of  the  Constitution  for  a  justification  of 
the  terms  of  this  bill,  there  is  no  power  which  be 
can  ask  or  conceive  that  these  words  will  not 
justifv.  These  words  are  only  the  title  to  the  Cos* 
stitution.  Authority  to  do  any  act  must  be  fouoi 
in  the  body  of  the  Constitution,  and  if  not  found 
there,  does  not  exist ;  and  what  do  we  find  therel 
That  Congress  shall  have  power  "to  provide  for 
calling  out  the  militia  to  execute  the.  laws  of  the 
Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  inn* 
sions."  The  gentleman  says  that  invasion  is  not 
to  be  expected ;  that,  in  case  of  war,  the  United 
States  must  be  the  invading  foe.  I  say,  then, 
that  the  Constitution  does  not  authorize  this 
House  to  pass  a  law  for  calling  forth  the  militia 
for  any  such  purpose  as  invading  a  foreign  terri* 
tory.  We  have  no  power  to  call  them  out  in  aof 
other  wav  than  the  Constitution  provides,  and 
therefore  nave  no  power  to  call  them  out  as  pro- 
vided by  this  bill  as  it  now  stands.  This  doc- 
trine, for  which  I  contend,  is  said  fo  be  very  ab- 
surd. I  can  find  in  the  body  of  this  bill,  as  well 
as  in  the  title,  that  this  force  is  called  militia. 
^  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  militia  draughted 
or  who  shall  tolwnteerP  d^.  This  certainly  doci 
convey  the  idea  of  tneir  being  militia,  and  the 
militia  cannot  be  sent^ut  of  the  United  States. 
The  gentleman  has  said  that  this  body  are  mi- 
litia till  they  receive  the  orders  of  the  President; 
when  called  out  by  the  President,  that  they  be- 
come regulars.  I  consider  them  as  regulars,  tbeo. 
Does  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  an* 
thorize  the  Governors  of  the  several  Sutes  to 
officer  the  regulars?  No, sir;  yet  the  bill  does 
provide  that  these  regulars  or  volunteers  are  to 
be  officered  by  the  State  authorities.  Then,  I 
ask  gentlemen  to  show,  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  any  authority  for  the  State  Gov- 
ernments to  officer  regular'  troops.  Prescribing 
the  powers  of  the  President  of  the  United  State^ 
I  find  in  the  Constitution  these  words :  ^  He  shall 
nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  coo- 
sent  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint  Ambassadors," 
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X.,  ^'aod  all  other  qficera  of  the  United  States 
hose  appoiDtmeQts  are  not  herein  otherwise  pro- 
ided  for.  and  which  shall  he  established  b^  law." 
'here  is  no  authority  gi7en  to  Congress  to  ?est 
I  the  State  authorities  the  power  of  appointing 
ficers  for  the  regular  forces.  So  that,  if  these 
ersoDs  become  regulars  by  being  called  into  ser- 
ice,  the  President,  and  not  the  State  authorities, 
mst  appoint  the  officers. 

The  gentleman  says  that  my  doctrine  is,  that 
beD  the  militia  have  pursued  an  in?ading  foe, 
od  arriTed  at  the  line,  they  must  there  stop. 
'bat)  sir,  is  not  my  understanding  of  the  Consti- 
ttioD.  If  we  are  invaded,  and  the  militia  are 
rdered  to  repel  the  foe,  it  is  my  construction  that 
ley  bare  a  right  to  follow  them  across  the  line. 
tot  there  must  be  an  invasion  before  the  line 
Dold  be  crossed  to  repel  it.  This,  sir,  is  not  the 
ray  in  which  I  wish  to  see  the  country  de- 
coded. 

]  came  from  a  district  bordered  on  one  side  by 
it  Chesapeake,  and  on  the  other  by  the  Poto- 
»c.  The  militia  in  Maryland  are  not  armed ; 
^yare  in  the  same  situation  in  several  other 
Itates;  and,  if  we  do  go  to  war,  I  anticipate  noth- 
i^more  than  predatory  incursions  of  the  enemy 
v  the  purpose  of  plundering  the  inhabitants, 
Dd  off  they  will  go.  This  species  of  force  can 
erer  defend  the  country  from  such  attacks.  If 
ke  million  of  dollars  appropriated  by  this  bill 
Kre  to  be  expended  in  muskets,  and  those  put  in 
b  hands  of  the  freemen  of  the  country,  they 
naid  protect  themselves.  This  is  the  only  de- 
tice  on  which  we  can  rely.  This  bill  is  calcu- 
Ued  to  absorb  the  very  means  by  which  the  mili- 
lean  be  armed.  I  wish  this  money  to  be  laid 
It  in  purchasing  arms  to  be  put  into  the  hands 
f  the  freemen  of  the  country,  who  will  defend 
bmselres.  They  want  no  troops  to  be  meta- 
lorpbosed  into  regulars  by  the  mere  order  of  the 
^idenu  I  voted  for  the  proposition  to  amend 
^  bill  by  allowing  a  sum  or  money,  the  value  of 
t  musket,  to  those  already  armed.  I  thought  it 
nsooable,  and  I  here  state  that  I  think  that  every 
odiTidual  who  has  been  compelled  to  arm  him- 
cllwben  a  proposition  is  carried  to  arm  the 
rhole  body  of  the  militia  should  receive  the  full 
vice  for  his  muskets  if  in  serviceable  order,  and 
^t  erery  State  which  has  put  arms  in  the  hands 
f  the  mtlitia  should  receive  the  value  of  those 
Baskets.  The  gentlemen  from  the  Eastern 
States  cannot  vote  that  the  people  of  the  South- 
n  States  should  be  armed  out  of  the  arsenal  of 
u  United  States,  when  they  had  armed  them- 
Hves  at  their  own  expense.  I  expect  no  such 
I^JDg  of  ihem. 

l*Qless  some  gentleman  can  show  me  some 
^of  the  Constitution  other  than  the  preamble 
i[i)ich  authorizes  marching  the  militia  out  of  the 
united  States,  I  must  vote  for  striking  out  the 
rorda  **  beyond  sea."  and  then  I  shall  have  no 
Ejection  to  that  part  of  the  bill  on  Constitutional 
Jouads.  If  there  be  a  Constitutional  power  in 
a«  President  to  order  out  the  militia  beyond  the 
Brisdictioa  of  the  United  States,  there  can  be  no 
«ca$ion  for  pasting  this  bill ;  if  the  President 


has  no  such  power  bv  the  Constitution,  we  can- 
not give  it  to  him  by  law. 

Mr.  Bacon  said  he  agreed  with  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  that  the  ordinary  miutia,  when 
draughted,  could  not,  without  their  consent,  be 
called  out  of  the  United  States.  This  position 
he  was  not  disposed  to  controvert;  but  what  is 
the  reason  on  which  this  principle  is  founded? 
He  conceived  it  was  this,  that  no  free  citizen  of 
the  country  ctn  be  transported  without  the  limits 
of  the  United  States  against  his  consent,  except 
as  a  punishment  for  some  crime.  If  it  could  be 
done,  even  the  practice  of  impressment  would 
become  legal.  This  is  the  reason  why  militia- 
men draughted  in  the  ordinary  way  cannot  be 
forced  beyond  our  jurisdiction.  But  is  this  the 
case  where  a  tnan  enters  into  service  voluntarily, 
and  does  express  his  free  consent  to  go  out  of  the 
limits  of  the  United  States  whenever  his  services 
shall  be  required  ?  If  a  man  enters  into  the  ser- 
vice of  his  country  under  a  voluntary  engage- 
ment, to  serve  in  a  particular  way,  is  there  any 
tvranny  in  employing  him  in  that  service?  I 
think  not.  It  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  I  believe, 
that  when  the  miutia  are  called  out  to  repel  an 
invasion,  and  pursue  an  enemy  to  the  line,  they 
may,  with  their  consent,  be  conducted  over  the 
line,  further  to  annoy  the  enemv.  Whether  they 
could  be  forced  to  go  over,  witnont  their  consent, 
it  is  not  necessary  at  present  to  determine.  But 
gentlemen  will  agree  that  they  may  repel  inva- 
sion, and  that,  in  doing  that,  if  they  consent  to 
go  over  the  line  for  the  purpose  of  subduing  and 
capturing  the  enemy,  they  would  have  a  right  to 
conduct  and  direct  their  operations.  Does  it 
make  a  difference  in  principle  whether  this  con- 
sent be  given  at  the  moment  the  service  is  re- 
quired, or  whether  it  be  given  previously  by  the 
terms  of  the  engagement?  If  a  body  of^ militia, 
pursuing  an  invading  enemy,  might,  with  their 
consent,  be  conducted  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
^United  States,  I  $ee  no  reason  why  this  same 
body 2  engaging  in  express  terms  to  serve  on  that 
condition,  may  not  be  ordered  on  such  service. ' 
I  see  nothing  unconstitutional,  dangerous,  or  un- 
reasonable in  the  principle.  I  do  not  conceive 
that  these  volunteers  are  regular  troops  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States;  because  if  they 
were,  as  the  gentleman  observes,  they  must  be 
officered  by  the  General  Government.  I  coti- 
sider  them  as  a  volunteer  detachment  of  militia, 
serving  under  certain  known  stipulated  terms ; 
that  the  militiaman  has  a  right  to  engage  to  enter 
into  service  upon  those  terms,  and  that  yoii  have 
a  right  to  call  him  into  the  service  according  to 
his  engagement.  The  only  part  objected  to  is, 
that  the  volunteers  may  be  called  without  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  This  cannot 
be  objectionable,  if  it  be  fairly  understood  at  the 
time  of  engagement.  And  there  is  no  part  of  the 
Constitution  which  prohibits  a  thing  of  the  kind 
any  more  than  there  is  to  prohibit  a  man  who 
engages  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  as  a 
marine  from  being  put  on  board  a  vessel.  He  ia 
not  and  cannot  be  impressed  and  forced  on  board, 
but  efigages  and  goes  with  his  consent.    I  am  no 
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Doilitary  man,  and  hare  attended  bat  little  to  the 
details  of  the  bill ;  but,  on  these  general  Consti- 
tutional questions.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  ex- 
press my  opinion. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  is  extremely 
alarmed  at  war  speeches,  and  fancies  he  smells 
something  of  war  in  this  bill.  I  am  not,  sir,  in 
the  habit  of  making  such  speeches;  but  gentle- 
men are  to  consider  that  it  is  not  by  avoiding 
talking  about  war  that  we  can  avoad  war  itself 
The  gentleman  ought  not  to  be  alarmed  when  he 
bears  other  gentlemen  speak  of  the  possibility  of 
war.  It  wiU  not  happen  merely  because  it  is 
talked  of,  nor  shall  we  be  sure  or  averting  it  be- 
cause we  choose  to  shut  our  eyes  against  it.  My 
opinion  is,  that  it  is  time  we  should  be  prepared 
for  it.  The  gentleman  appears  desirous  of  ac- 
commodating nis  Eastern  brethren  with  a  reason 
for  voting  against  the  bill,  because  it  goes  to  arm 
a  part  of  the  militia — their  militia,  as  he  says, 
having  already  armed  themselves.  He,  there- 
fore, seems  to  intimate  that  our  constituents  will 
not  justify  us  in  making  such  a  disposition  of  the 
means  of  national  defence.  It  is  to  be  honed 
that  the  Representatives  of  the  people  in  tiiat 
quarter  of  the  Union  have  at  all  times  a  proper 
deference  for  the  opinion  of  their  constituents, 
even  though  we  should  not  suffer  their  ghosts  to 
be  continually  haunting  our  imagination  on  every 
great  national  question;  at  any  rate  these  are 
questions  which  we  will  undertake  to  settle  with 
our  constituents  for  ourselves. 

Mr.  Gold  said  that  the  distinction  which  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  bad  taken  be- 
tween volunteers  and  draughted  militia  was  more 
ingenious  than  solid.  On  referring  to  the  Con- 
stitution, not  only  was  no  such  distinction  to  be 
found,  but,  when  the  source  whence  the  officers 
of  militia  derived  their  commissions  was  consid- 
ered, it  was  very  evident  no  such  force  was  con- 
templated by  the  Constitution.  There  may,  said 
Mr.  G.,  be  ingenuity  in  the  suggestion,  that  vol- 
untary consent  obviates  the  .objection  to  sending 
the  militia  out  of  the  United  States.  But  when 
it  is  considered  that  this  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution involves  the  question  to  what  extent  the 
militia  may  be  employed  out  of  the  country.  I 
apprehend  there  are  great  objections  to  it.  Tnis 
question  does  not  depei)d  on  the  consent  of  indi- 
viduals engaging,  but  oa  a  great  question  as  re- 
spects the  delegation  of  authority  from  the  people 
to  the  United  States.  The  States,  also,  are  parties 
to  it.  I  apprehend  the  Governors  of  States  will 
hesitate ;  nay,  that  they  will  refuse  to  commis- 
sion a  corps  which  is  to  be  carried  beyond  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States ;  that  the  GoV' 
ernors  will  not  be  influenced  by  a  reference  to  the 
individual  consent  of  those  composing  the  corps, 
but  assume  a  broader  ground,  and  first  ascertain 
that  the  militia  are  to  be  called  on  merely  to  re- 
pel invasion^  in  which  case  only  can  the  militia 
enter  a  foreign  territory;  that  ground  cannot  be 
varied  in  any  manner  by  a  contract  with  the  in- 
dividuals enlisted. 

But  this  discussion  presents  a  broader  view. 
What  is  the  great  object  of  the  bill  ?    Is  it  to  in- 


vade Canada^  or  to  draw  oat  the  militia  to  do  the 
ordinary  duties  defined  by  the  Constitution?   If 
it  be  to  invade  Canada,  how  very  unwisely  are  we 
acting !  Is  it  known  that  there  will  be  volunteers 
enough  for  this  purpose?    How  is  it  to  be  per- 
formed ?    Are  gentlemen  to  introduce  a  bill  upoa 
this  contingency,  that  if  volunteers  enough  are 
obtained,  they  will  do  a  certain  act,  and,  if  not, 
that  they  will  not  ?    Such  a  course  does  not  m&rk 
that  wisdom  which  ought  to  govern  a  body  like 
this.    The  discussion  takes  a  course  which  cod-  , 
vinces  me  that  some  great  object  ought  to  be 
stated  by  those  who  support  this  bill.    When  a 
law  provides  for  calling  out  the  militia,  as  the 
Constitution  provides,  I  understand  it ;  but  when 
it  is  not  limited  as  to  the  service  in  which  tiiej 
may  be  employed,  these  volunteers  may  be  used 
for  anything.    If  the  object  of  gentlemen  be  oper- 
ations  beyond   the  jurisdiction   of  the   Uoiiei 
States,  a  question  is  presented  for  the  exercise  of 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  which  by  the 
Constitution  has  cognizance  of  our  foreign  rela- 
tions, and  a  question  which  has  no  partlcalac 
relation  to  the  militia.    If  it  be  thought  props 
that  that  Government,  which  has  the  cogoizaaee 
of  our  foreign  relations,  should  take  the  course 
which  the  Constitution  contemplates,  this  is  not 
a  proper  bill.    If  we  look  back  to  the  discassiom 
on  the  Constitution,  it  will  be  found  that  it  wa 
objected  to  it,  that  under  it  the  militia  could  b( 
carried  even  from  one  part  of  the  Union  to  an 
other.    These  objections  were  fully  considero 
and  answered  by  a  series  of  publications,  in  whici 
the  present  Chief  Magbtrate  took  part,  under  thi 
signature  of  "  Publius,"  or  "A  Federalist."    Bu 
it  was  never  dreamed,  in  any  quarter,  that  th 
militia  could  be  carried  beyond  the  limits  of  ih 
United  States,  as  contemplated  by  the  bill. 

It.  may  be  easy,  sir.  to  obtain  volunteers.  A: 
army  of  thousands  of  volunteers  might  be  feua 
to  march  into  South  America;  but  it  would  giv 
alarm,  and  just  alarm,  to  the  States  iateresiei 
They  would  have  occasion  to  be  alarined  if  tbei 
citizens  were  liable  to  be  drawn  off  in  any  naoo 
hers  whatever,  under  the  designation  of  miiitii 
to  perform  the  duty  of  the  regular  Army  of  th 
United  Slates.  Mr.  G.  said  he  thought  it  highl 
necessary  that  the  militia  should  not  be  called  Of 
like  soldiers  of  princes,  to  go  to  any  extent  fc 
any  object,  but  that  the  object  should  be  staiet 
When  these  appeals  were  made  without  objec 
they  unnerved  the  public  mind,  and  rendere 
them  insensible  to  future  appeals,  whether  fouude 
or  not. 

Mr.  Key  said,  that  nothing  would  hare  induce 
him  to  trouble  the  House  on  this  occasion  but 
firm  conviction  that  some  of  the  provisions  c 
the  bill  were  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  Cop 
stitution.  He  said  he  would  endeavor  to  shov 
from  the  Constitution,  that  no  idea  did  exist  ( 
any  power  to  order  the  militia  out  of  the  jorii 
diction  of  the  United  States  in  that  capacity.  : 
the  force  contemplated  by  the  bill  be  not  militi 
and  go  out  of  the  United  States,  they  are  a  pn 
visional  army,  and  cannot,  in  that  capacity, » 
under  officers  deriving  their  commissions  froi 
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thesevenl  States.  I  admit  that  gentlemen  bave 
what  they  believe  an  honorable  and  fair  object  in 
riew.  They  wish  to  have  a  provisional  army 
prepared  to.  make  an  invasion  of  Canada,  in  the 
e7eDt  of  a  war  with  England.  If  that  be  the 
object,  we  ought  first  to  see  what  this  body  of 
meois;  for  it  appears  to  be  a  nondescript,  uq- 
koowD  to  the  Constitution. 

The  object  of  the  association  of  these  several 
independent  States  is  distinctly  enumerated  in  the 
•preamble  to  the  Constitution :  **  We  the  people  of 
'the  United  States,  in  order  to  form  a  more  per- 
fect Union,  establish  justice,  insure  domestic 
Mranqoillity.  provide  for  the  common  defence, 
'promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the 
'  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  poi»terity, 
*do  ordain  and  establish  this  Constitution."  £v- 
try  Government  which  is  organized,  however 
pacific,  and  honorable,  and  fair,  in  the  course  of 
itscoodact,  may  be  involved  in  war  through  the 
iostrumentality  of  other  nations  more  regardless 
oi  justice.  Hence,  the  Constitution  speaks  of  two 
classes  of  men  of  the  military  description,  in  op- 
pmon  one  to  the  other.  Congress  has  power 
to  declare  war,  to  raise  and  support  armies,  to 
proride  and  maintain  a  Navy,  (because  the  war 
fiay  be  a  naval  one,)  and  to  oaake  rules  for  the- 
ZGTerDment  and  regulation  of  the  land  and  naval 
forces.  We  were,  also,  to  have  another  body  of 
men  called  the  militia,  formed  of  the  yeomanry 
of  the  country,  commissioned  by  the  several 
States,  of  whose  independence  it  is  the  best  guar- 
utee.  The  latter  was  for  enforcing  the  laws  and 
jKcuriog  domestic  tranquillity,  and  the  former  to 
jarch  nut  of  the  United  States,  if  necessary. 

It  is  impossible  to  read  the  three  specific  oojects 
to  which  the  militia  were  to  be  applied,  without 
feeling  a  conviction  that  they  were  never  contem- 
|lated  to  march  out  of  the  Union.  We  are  tp 
proTtde  for  calling  out  the  militia  for  three  par- 
JOies,  1.  To  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union. 
Where  do  they  extend?  As  our  laws  do  not 
nteod  beyond  our  jurisdiction,  the  execution  of 
like  laws  by  the  militia  must  be  limited  to  that 
jsrisdictioo  where  alone  the  laws  can  extend. .  2. 

0  suppress  insurrection.  :  We  all  know  that  in- 
iBrrection  means  resistance  to  the  authority  of 
tbe  laws  of  the  country  within  its  jurisdiction. 
Beoce  the  second  object  is  one  which,  of  neces- 
My.is  limited  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
'States.  3.  To  repel  invasion.  Invasion  means 
'hostile  force,  comin|r  against  our  consent  within 
oor  jurisdictional  limits.  Take  the  three  sepa- 
nte  clauses,  aod  in  the  examination  of  each  of 
them  jou  will  find  them  precisely  limited  to  the 
JQrisdictional  extent  of  our  country. 

But  it  is  said  that  if  the  militia  are  to  repel  in- 
TasioD,  ihey  may  pursue  the  enemy  over  the  line. 
Trae;but  i&  that  the  object  contemplated  by  thi^ 
^iin  Certainly  not ;  and  the  whole  argument  in 
upport  of  it  is  drawn  from  an  extreme  case.  Ar- 
gomeots  from  that  source  cannot  authorize  the 
passage  of  the  bill.  It  is  not  a  sound  argument, 
.Because,  in  a  particular  state  of  things,  it  might 
It  possible  for  the  militia  to  cross  the  line,  that, 
^refore,  the  militia,  such  a  state  of  things  not 
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existing,  might  be  taken  there.  If  you  can  take 
them  five  months  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  you  may,  on  the  same  principle, 
take  them  five  years. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  they  consent  to  go;  and, 
therefore,  this  corps  is  called  a  detachment  of  mi- 
litia, volunteering  or  consenting  to  go  out  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  Take  ofi*  this 
cloak,  sir,  and  let  us  see  the  body  naked  and  clear 
of  embellishment.  Engagement  is  enlistment. 
When  any  one  has  signed  an  engagement,  it  is 
as  complete  an  enlistment  as  if  the  recruiting 
sergeant,  at  the  drum-head,  had  paid  the  bounty 
for  actual  enlistment  in  the  regular  Army.  If 
you  want  a  provisional  army,  I  believe  that  the 
patriotism  and  youth  of  the  country  will  volun- 
teer for  these  purposes.  But,  when  they  do,  un- 
der the  Constitution,  they  cannot  be  commis- 
sioned by  the  Executives  of  the  several  States. 
They  are  enlisted  for  the  service  of  the  United 
States  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 
Having  been  enlisted  to  serve  out  of  the  United 
States,  they  cannot  be  com  missioned  by  the  States. 
Why  were  the  Executives  of  the  several  States 
authorized  to  commission  the  militia?  For  this 
best  of  all  possible  reasons.  That  the  officers  not 
being  appointed  by  the  United  States,  it  would 
never  be  an  object  with  them  to  overthrow  the 
State  Governments.  The  militia  ia  the  basis  of 
their  security,  the  guarantee  of  their  indepen- 
dence; and,  therefore,  the  militia  are  to  be  offi- 
cered by  the  State  Executives,  and  not  by  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States.  The  militia, 
for  the  purposes  expressed  in  the  Constitution, 
may  be  put  under  the  authority  of  the  Executive 
of  the  United  States,  but  under  the  command  of 
State  officers. 

But  it  is  said  that  these  persons  are  not  en- 
listed. They  are  "engaged"  to  serve  Aine  months 
after  they  arrive  at  the  place  of  destination,  and 
may  be  ordered  out  of  the  United  States..  Are 
not  these  persons,  then,  a  provisional  army  ?  You 
give  to  the  States  the  power  to  appoint  officers 
of  a  body  of  men,  which  is  to  serve  out  of  the 
United  States.  By  what  clause  in  the  CoDstttu- 
tion  can  you  give  such  power  to  the  State  Exec- 
utives? The  moment  they  get  to  the  place  of 
enlistment  they  are  an  army  in  the  ser.vice  of  the 
United  States;  and,  by  the  Constitution,  all  offi- 
cers in  the  service  of*  the  United  States  must  be 
appointed  by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States. 
I  declare  I  never  was  more  convinced  of  anything 
than  that  this  body  of  men  cease  to  be  militia 
immediately  on  their  signing  the  engagement. 
Suppose  a  sergeant  in  the  regular  army  be  sent 
to  raise  ten  men,  they  are  militia  before  they  are 
raised ;  but  when  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  they  cannot  be  militiamen.  Who- 
ever accepts  am  enlistment,  or  volunteers  his  ser- 
vices for  nine  months  out  of  the  States  or  the 
United  States,  under  the  Commander-in*Chief  of 
the  United  States,  ceases  to  be  a  militiaman  for 
those  nine  months,  and  therefore  cannot  be  gov- 
erned by  officers  commissioned  by  the  State  au- 
thority. There  can,  under  the  Constitution,  be 
but  two  bodies  of  a  military  description — the 
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ttitutioD.  But,  sir,  I  do  not  understand  this  new 
system  of  military  taciics,  by  wbicli  these  troops 
are  attacked.  An  attempt  is  made  to  confine 
them  to  the  United  States,  by  striicing  out  the 
words  *' beyond  sea,"  because  it  is  said  it  would 
be  unconstitutional  to  suffer  them  to  be  ordered 
oA  any  service  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  But,  when  gentlemen  urge  this  ob- 
jection, they  seem  to  forget  the  provisions  of  this 
bill,  and  disregard  the  character  of  these  troops. 
They  are  called  militia.  That  it  would  be  un- 
constitutional to  order  the  militia,  as  such,  out  of 
the  United  States,  is  not  denied ;  that  question 
does  not  present  itself  for  discussion  upon  this 
occasion. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  there  are  two  descrip- 
tions of  soldiers  contemplated  by  this  bill.  Mili- 
tiamen, who  are  to  be  draughted  and  organized 
according  to  the  existing  militia  laws,  and  are  not 
required  to  do  military  duty  at  any  place  out  of 
the  United  States;  and  volunteers,  who  are  to 
aign  an  engagement  to  serve  accordinj^  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act.  This,  sir,  is  the  difference 
between  the  troops  to  be  detached  under  this  bill. 
Will  any  gentleman  pretend  that  it  is  unconsti- 
tutional for  any  citizen  to  enter  into  a  contract, 
not  prohibited  by  the  Constitution,  or  the  laws  of 
the  land  ?  I  presume  not.  Nor  can  it  be  pre- 
tended that  the  Constitution  prohibits  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States  from  entering  into  an  en- 
gagement to  perform  military  duty,  and  to  serve 
his  country,  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States.  For  it  will  not  be  denied  but  Congress 
have  power  to  pass  a  law  to  raise  an  army,  which 
army,  when  raised,  may  be  ordered  on  an  expedi- 
tion to  Canada,  or  elsewhere,  out  of  the  United 
Stales.  And  how  is  this  army  to  be  raised  ?  By. 
the  voluntary  enlistment  of  the  soldiers.  Well, 
sir,  if  it  be  competent  for  us  to  command  the  ser- 
vices of  the  soldiers,  in  conseauence  of  their  vol- 
untary enlistment,  it  follows  that  we  have  power 
to  command  the  services  of  those  who  volunteer, 
and  subscribe  an  engagement,  to  serve  at  any 
'*  jplace  not  beyond  sea,  and  out  of  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States."  This,  sir,  is  too  obvious 
to  require  further  elucidation.  I  therefore,  sir, 
cannot  perceive  that  there  is  any  force  in  the  ob- 
jection to  the  words  '*  beyond  sea,"  and  hope  they 
will  not  be  struck  out. 

Bat  it  is  said  that  these  troops,  when  detached, 
partake  of  the  character  of  regular  troops.  This 
18  true,  as  regards  the  volunteers,  and  I  like  the 
bill  the  better  for  this  provision.  Because,  when 
organized,  althouffh  they  may  be  called  into  the 
service,  and  be  liaole  to  do  duty  as  regular  troops, 
they  are  not  entitled  to  receive  pay,  until  they 
are  called  into  actual  service.  This  is  a  great  and 
valuable  improvement  in  our  military  system. 
Heretofore,  when  an  army  has  been  raised,  they 
have  been  under  pay  from  the  time  of  their  en- 
listment until  discharged.  And  millions  have 
been  thus  expended  for  armies,  without  receiving 
the  benefit  of  any  actual  service.  I  need  not  in- 
stance any  other  than  the  famous  provisional  ar- 
my of  1798. 

Another  important  improvement  in  our  mili- 


tary system,  is  to  be  seen  in  this  bill.  The  d 
cers,  as  well  of  the  volunteers  as  of  those  whoa 
draughted,  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  Execmif 
of  the  several  States  and  Territories.  By  tt 
arrangement  you  will  be  likely  to  have  more  si 
isfactory  appointments  than  can  be  made  bf  ij 
Executive  of  the  United  States.  Besides,  ti 
exercise  of  power  in  creating  officers,  is,  at  let 
as  congenial  to  the  Republican  principles  of  t 
Constitution  as  to  delegate  it  to  the  Presidei 
It  goes  far  to  obviate  the  great  objections  to  tj 
employment  or  organization  of  a  military  fon 
that  standing  forces  are  dangerous  to  libert 
But  these  100,000  men,  instead  of  being  eotiil 
in  one  part  or  in  any  part  of  the  country,  are 
be  duly  apportioned  and  detached  from  ere 
part.  Thus  each  and  every  part  of  the  natii 
will  have  an  equal  portion  of  its  citizens  « 
ployed  in  this  army.  They  will  retain  tiv 
patriotic  principled  and  their  State  or  local  t 
tachments.  An  army  thus  constituted  is  certain 
as  free  from  the  objection  urged  against  armi 
in  free  Governments  as  any  army  that  caa 
organized. 

I  did  not  rise  to  detain  the  Committee  witha 
lengthy  remarks,  and  will  only  add,  that  I  n 
this  bill  as  preferable  to  any  that  has  ever  foa 
a  place  in  our  statute  books,  upon  the  subject 
which  it  relates.    It  has  my  cordial  approbaii- 

Mr.  South ARo  said  that  he  would  not  b 
troubled  the  House  on  this  subject,  but  that 
believed  the  bill  to  be  one  of  the  best  bills  e 
presented  to  them.  He  had  not  been  able  to  I 
the  force  of  the  Constitutional  objection5,  baT 
always  understood  that  any  compact  not  fort 
den  by  the  Constitution  was  Constitutia 
There  is,  said  he,  a  clear  distinctioD  made  ia 
bill,  between  those  militia  who  are  draughtedi 
those  who  enter  into  service  by  voluntary 
gagemenL  The  distinction  is  marked  in  ef 
section.  For  this  reason.  I  am  of  opinion  I 
there  is  no  soundness  in  tne  Constitationat  (M 
tion  to  that  part  of  the  bill  which  is  proposd 
be  amended.  • 

lam  no  friend  to  war,  or  to  war  speeches 
I  am  a  friend  to  being  prepared  to  meet 
any  form  in  which  it  may  present  itself,  wJ 
by  land  or  sea ;  whether  in  the  shape  of  an 
sion  from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  or  an 
from  sea,  1  would  be  prepared  to  meet  it. 
is  now  the  situation  of  our  country  ?     D( 
war  threaten  us  from  every  side  ?     And,  si 
we  be  as&ailed  by  sea,  should  our  cities  be 
barded  by  the  British  or  French,  would  it 
proper  to  be  prepared  not  only  to  repel  theet 
but  to  pursue  them?  Not  only  would  I  repel 
sir,  but,  in  such  case,  I  would  annex  the  i 
boring  territories  to  the  United  States.    I 
no  idea  of  concealing  my  object. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland    (Mr. 
Horn)  talks  about  arming  the  militia.    He] 
if  we  have  war  it  will  be  a  predatory  war. 
sir ;  and  where  are  our  arms  ?    Will  you,  ii 
case,  send  to  Harper's  Ferry  or  to  Springd( 
them  ?    Into  whose  hands  do  we  propose 
these  arms  ?    Not  into  the  hands  of  a  su 
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rmy,  to  become  dangeroas  to  the  liberties  of  the 
oQQtry;  not  into  the  hands  of  an  army  which 
my  oTerturo  our  Constitution,  but  into  the 
an-fs  of  the  yeomanry  of  the  country — this  very 
liiitia,  who  are  always  prepared  to  defend  its 
ijfhts.  These  are  the  men  contemplated  by  the 
v\. 

A  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Gold)  asks 
V  what  purpose  these  men  are  to  be  engaged  ?  I 
aswer,  generally,  for  the  great  purposes  for 
rtich  these  United  States  were  associated,  and 
ntered  into  compact,  and  for  the  great  purposes 
rbich  the  preamble  to  the  Constitution  points 
Dt— for  our  protection  and  defence,  not  only  in- 
noal  bat  external.  Not  only,  for  these  general 
orposes,  am  I  in  favor  of  the  bill,  but  for  these 
pfcial  purposes:  That  your  citizens  may  be 
rmed.  and  the  militia  prepared  to  meet  any  ene- 
ir;  that  they  may  be  improved  in  military  ex- 
rcise,  and,  at  a  cheap  rate,  become  somewhat 
cquain ted  with  camp  duty.  This  system  will 
ffodoce  officers  who  will  take  a  pride  in  improv- 
Bg  themselves  in  military  discipline.  Every  one 
rbo  has  ever  been  in  war,  or  who  has  read  his- 
^ry.  will  agree  with  me  that  this  is  a  very  im- 
lortaot  point.  If  we  pass  this  bill,  we  shall  cer- 
noif  see  a  body  of  well  trained  militia  of  a 
toper  age  and  spirit,  and  shall  no  longer  remain 
t  this  deTeneeless  state,  of  which  we  are  daily 
lU.  Gentlemen  called  out  to  command  in  this 
•rps,  will  gird  on  their  swords  with  pride,  and 
r1  like  officers.  If  they  enter  for  two  years, 
fey  will  do  it  again,  will  become  perfect  in  dis- 
i^iae  and  will  be  a  bulwark  for  their  country, 
id  the  best  defence  possible  to  oppose  to  an 
iemy. 

Some  gentlemen  have  required  those  who  are 
knds  to  the  bill,  to  tell  what  they  mean  by  it. 
If  object,  and  I  wish  not  Co  conceal  it,  is  to  pro- 
lei  and  defend  this  country  against  predatory 
to,  or  invasion,  which  may  take  place  from 
kadtf — for  I  saw  much  of  a  war  speech  the 
Aer  daf  from  the  Governor  of  that  Province. 
k  we  to  shrink  now  ?  To  yield  to  these  cow- 
ri!y  iosintfations',  and  let  a  few  Canadians  make 
I  invasion  ? 

The  expense  is  but  trifling  compared  with  the 
ira^niages  which  wil)  result  from  it  to  the  coun- 
ts \  it  will  form  a  system,  not  to  be  abandoned 
^day  or  to-morrow,  nor  while  the  Government 
lists,  for  the  system  is  Republican.   Under  these 
fepressions,  I  shall  vote  against  the  proposition 
ir  striking  out  these  words,  because  the  line  be- 
veeo  us  and  the  British  Provinces  is  but  narrow, 
id«  if  circa mstances  require  it,  I  will  say  "  cross 
^  line."     We  provoke  no  war ;  but  it  is  not  the 
tolicf  of  this  Govecnment  to  give  up  its  rights  or 
Mepeodenee,  nor  one  particle  of  either. 
Mr.  SuiiAE  said,  he  was  eertaiqly  not  friendly 
*rir,  and  yet  he  was  friendly  to  this  bill.    As 
'^ meant  to  vole  for  the  bill,  he  said  he  would 
dte  the  object  be  had  in  view.    With  respect  to 
fcastitntiooal  objections,  they  did  not  strike  him 
Ibavtog  any  force.   It  is  denied  by  no  one,  that 
Mensive  war  is  jnstifiable,  and  that,  when  car- 
^  into  the  territory  of  your  enemy,  it  may 


still  be  strictly  a  defensive  war.  That  being  the 
case,  supposing  a  party  of  your  militia  to  be  sta- 
tioned on  the  fine,  they  would  be  authorized,  with 
their  own  consent,  to  cross  the  line,  and  carry  the 
war  into  the  enemy's  territory.  If  that  be  admit- 
ted, I  can  see  no  difference  between  takicg  the 
consent  of  a  partv  of  your  militia  a  year  previous 
to  the  war,  and  obtaining  it  when  they  arrive  at 
the  line.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  war ;  but,  sir,  are 
you  sure  that  war  may  not  be  made  on  you? 
That  is  the  point  of  view  in  which  I  consider 
the  bill  important.  I  see,  in  the  papers^  an  ad- 
dress of  the  Governor  of  Canada,  telling  the 
people  that  it  will  be  owing  entirely  to  the  mod- 
eration of  His  Majesty  if  we  have  not  a  war.  I 
have  so  long  witnessed  that  moderation,  that  I 
have  no  dependence  on  it.  I  believe  it  will  de- 
pend entirely  on  his  interest  whether  he  makes 
war  upon  us  or  not.  Then,  if  it  is  possible  or 
probable  that  we'  may  be  attacked,  is  it  not  a  duty 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  nation  to  be  prepared 
for  such  an  attack?  What  would  be  our  situa- 
tion if  we  were  .now  attacked  ?  We  have  no 
regular  force  to  meet  the  enemy  that  would  pro- 
duce any  material  effect.  If  you  strike  out  these 
words,  the  bill  is  completely  enervated,  because 
the  draughted  militia  will  answer  every  other 

Eurpose  than  that  of  carrying  war  out  of  the 
fnited  States.  I  wish,  if  we  are  to  have  a  war, 
and  we  should  be  justified  in  carrvinpf  it  into  the 
enemy's  country,  to  be  prepared  for  it.  By  hav- 
ing such  a  body  of  men,  liable  to  service,  as  you 
wul  no  doubt  see,  if  this  bill  pass,  I  have  no  doubt 
we  shall  be  able  to  meet  any  force  they  can  send 
against  us. 

There  is  another  consideration.  This  is  a  spe- 
cies of  force  that  costs  less  than  regular  troops. 
Except  the  mere  expense  of  arming  them  and 
paying  them  for  ten  days  training  in  a  year,  we 
shall  not  be  subjected  to  any  of  the  expense  at- 
tendant on  a  regular  force.  That  is  one  great 
advantage ;  but  there  is  another.  This  body  will 
be  composed  of  materials  not  to  be  found  in  the 
regular  arm  v.  Youngs  men,  the  yeomanry  of  the 
country,  will  form  this  corps;  men  who  have 
something  to  fight  for ;  men  who  have  spirit  to 
fight,  and  love  of  country  to  induce  them  to  every 
necessary  exertion.  I  prefer  it  much  to  a  regular 
force.  There  are  amendments,  which  I  would 
wish  to  the  bill,  which  would  not  weaken  iL  but 
give  it  nerve.  I  wish  that  the  privates  or  the 
corps  may  not  be  subjected  to  that  severe  and 
shameful  discipline  prevailing  in  the  regular 
army.  I  would  not  subject  them  to  infamous 
punishment.  I  should  hope  that  the  point  of 
honor  would  be  a  sufficient  security  for  their 
good  conduct. 

Mr.  Bacon  said,  that  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, (Mr.  Kbt,)  in  combatting  this  bill,  on  Con- 
stitutional grounds,  had  conceded  sufficient  for 
his  purposes,  and  sufficient,  too.  to  do  away  those 
Constitutional  objections,  whicn  he  himself  had 
raised.  He  concedes,  said  Mr.  B.,  that,  in  what 
may  be  called  a  fresh  pursuit,  a  body  of  militia, 
having  a  manifest  advantage  over  the  enemy, 
might,  with  their  consent,  be  conducted  over  the 
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boaodary  line,  for  the  purpose  of  further  subdu- 
ing their  adversary.    This  seems  to  me  sufficient 
to  establish  the  general  Constitutional  position, 
that  the  militia  may,  under  certain  circumstances, 
go  over  the  line.    If  they  have  a  right  to  go  over 
the  line,  by  consent,  at  the  time,  they  certainly 
can  do  the  same  by  prior  consent.    But  the  gen- 
tleman says  that jb IS  is  an  extreme  case,  which 
ought  not  to  be  attempted  to  be  made  to  bear  on 
the  general  Constitutional  question.    If  it  were 
an  extreme  or  improbable  case,  it  would  not  alter 
the  general  principles  which  it  establishes;  but  1 
do  not  agree  that  it  is  either  so. extreme  or  im- 
probable a  case  that  it  may  not  fairly  be  taken 
into  consideration  in  organizing  this  force.    Is  it 
impossible  or  improbable  that,  in  case  of  a  rup- 
ture with  Great  critain,  we  might  have  an  inva- 
sion on  our  Northern  frontier?    So  far  from  this, 
that  it  happened  in  the  Revolutionary  war  once 
and  again,  that  an  invasion  was  made  by  one  of 
th«  best  appointed   armies  Great  Britain  ever 
sent  to  this  country.    It  is  not,  perhaps,  from  the 
militia  of  the  British  Provinces  that  au  invasion 
is  to  be  expected,  but  from  the  standing  troops 
with  which  Great  Britain  will  furnish  them,  and 
which  we  have  the  assurance  of  His  Majesty, 
through  the  Governor  of  Lower  Canada  in  his 
late  address  to  the  Legislature,  /that  that  Prov- 
ince shall  again  have*    I  ask,  then,  whether  the 
invasion  of  our  territory  is  an  impossible  event  1 
I  think  not.    So  far  from  its  now  being  impossi- 
ble, I  recollect  that  a  member  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Rmott,)  in  hia  Speech  on  the  joint  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  British  Minister,  did  solemnly 
enjoin  upon  v»  to  take  into  consideration,  the  sit- 
uation of  the  Northern  territory  in  case  of  a  war, 
that  the  inevitable  consequence  would  be  inva- 
Stan,  and  desolation,  and  distress.    But,  I  do  by  no 
means  rest  the  largument  on  this  coatingency.    .1 
do  not  think  it  necessary  that  a  prior  invasion 
should  be  made  on  us  to  authorize  the  militia, 
with  their  consent,  to  be  conducted  over  the  terri- 
torial line.    Suppose  that,  in  case  of  war,  a  regi- 
ment of  the  militia  of  Vermont  should  volunteer 
to  go  over  the  line  to  capture  a  detachment  on 
the  other  side,  would  not  the  Government  have 
a  li^ht  to  accept  their  aid,  and  to  direct  their  op- 
erational   I  think  it  would.    I  will  not  enlarge 
further  on  this  point ;  but  nothing  is  more  clear 
than  that  whatever  doubt  there  may  be  as  to  the 
militia  going  over,  the  Ifoe  when  draughted,  it 
does  not  apply  to  them  when  they  voluntarily 
engage. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  "as  usual,  told 
us  that  this  was  one  of  the  measures  on  which  he 
and  his  friends  made  a  great  deal  of  noise  ten 
years  aso.  I  do  not  know  how  many  kinds  of 
noises  he  has  made,  in  the  course. of  his  political 
life,  but  I  must  protest  against  being  concluded 
by  arguments  of  this  sort.  I  do  not  feel  myself 
bound  to  vote  against  every  measure  which  the 

fentleman  ever  made  a  noise  against.    Perhaps 
0  was  placed  in  a  situation  where  it  was  his  in- 
terest and  his  business  to  make  a  noise. 

Ab  to  the  provisional  army  of  the  former  Ad- 
ministration, with  which  the  gentleman  has  at- 


tempted to  identify  the  corps  to  be  orfanized  hj 
this  bill,  it  had  no  similarity  to  it.    That  was  a 
regular  military  force,  and  a  measure  not  adapted 
to  the  existing  state  of  things  at  the  time.  It 
was  justly  objected  to,  because,  in  case  of  war 
with  France,  the  nation  with  whom  alooe  wehad 
any  differences,  there,  was  no  point  of  cootatt 
where  an  armed  military  force  could  apply.  It 
was,  therefore,  well  asked,  and  I  never  heard  the 
question  answered,  for  what  purpose  is  this  armj 
intended  ?    To  be  sure,  sir.  oi  late  I  have  cast  my 
eye  on  a  document*  whicn  may,  perhaps,  throw 
some  light  on  the  subject.    It  does  now  appear 
that  there  was  theoi  in  existence  a  certain  project 
of  a  treaty  between  Great  Britain,  the  United 
States^  and  the  Southern  Provinces  of  America, 
wherein  the  United  States  were  to  stipulate  to 
contribute,  as  their  contingent,  toward  the  com- 
mon objects  of  the  alliance,  an  amount  of  ten  iboa- 
sand  regular  troops.    The  treaty  was  sent  to  otu 
Government  in  the  vear  1797  or  1798,  and  is  said 
not  to  have  met  with  a  very  favorable  reception 
from  President  Adams.    This  we  learn  from  a 
British  work  lately  published  in  this  country.  It 
so  happened  that  the  exact  number  of  teo  thou- 
sand troops  were  raised  here  just  at  that  time; 
for  what  purpose  the  nation  were  somewhat  at  a 
loss  to  know. 


*  The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  account  gir 
en  of  this  transaction  in  the  work  (Bristed'a  Uinli' 
above  alluded  to : 

**  In  the  year  1797,  a  project  of  a  treaty  was  drawi 
up  at  Paris  by  Miranda,  and  other  Deputies  from  th 
idouth  American  Spanish  Provinces,  upon  the  sabjed 
matter  of  which  interviews  were  immediatelj  fas 
with  Mr.  Pitt,  in  London,  who  acceded  to  the  saoi 
with  alacrity,  and  it  was  afterward  transmitted  to  6 
Government  of  th»  United  States.  The  treaty  ooa 
sisted  of  eleven  artiele%  and  tke  fourth  artide  w\aA 
details  the  general  objaeta  of  the  propoeed  alliance  if  ii 
the  following  words : 

**  <  A  defensive  allianoe  between  England,  the  Unito 
States  of  America,  and  South  Ameiicay  is  so  itioBglj 
recommended,  by  the  nature  of  things,  by  the  g< 
graphical  position  of  each  of  the  three  eoontzics,  b; 
the  prodacts,  industry,  wants,  mannen,  and  ch 
of  the  three  nations,  that  it  is  impossible  £>r  this 
ance  not  to  be  of  long  continuaince ;  above  all,  if 
be  taken  to  consolidate  it  by  an  analogy  in  the  polii 
cal  form  of  the  three  Governments.  That  is  to  saj,' 
the  enjoyment  of  civil  liberty,  well  understood ;  na] 
we  may  even  say  vrith  confidence,  that  this  alliance 
the  only  remaining  hope  of  liberty,  so  audaciously  on 
raged  by  the  detestable  maxims  avowed  by  the  Freoc 
Republic ;  it  is  the  only  means  left  of  forming  a  ba 
ance  of  power  capal>le  of  restraining  the  dettnicth 
ambition  and  desolation  of  the  French  system.' " 

<*  The  subsequent  articles  define  more  particol 
the  objects  of  the  alliance,  and  provide  for  the  con 
tion  which  the  three  parties  were  to  make  towani* 
On  the  part  of  the  United  States  a  small  militsijf) 
was  to  be  furnished,  which,  it  was  propoeed,  should 
te»  thousand  troops,  and  the  British  Govemnn 
agreed  to  find  money  and  ships.  But  Mr.  Adamstth^ 
President  oi  the  United  States,  declined  to  transmit 
immediate  answer,  and  the  measure  was,  in  cow 
quence,  postponed 
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TbegeDtleman  says,  that  however  we  may  talk 
iboot  war,  it  is  very  unpopalar,  and  the  people  are 
rery  much  against  it.  I  will  not  contest  with  the 
pDtlemsn  ia  his  superior  knowledge  on  this 
poiat.  He  is  an  older  ma  rider,  and  probahly  takes 
kis  toQDdiDgs  along  the  shore  of  popularity  often- 
n  ihao  most  of  as.  Biit  this  I  will  say,  that  when 
for  a  series  of  years  this  nation  has  experienced 
ID  QoproToked  and  relentless  course  of  aggres- 
don  and  iasult  from  the  violence  and  rapacity  of 
foreign  Rowers,  and  after  everjr  other  means  of 
iTerting  those  aggressions  and  insults  have  been 
iisregarded,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  National 
GbrernmeDt  to  vindicate,  at  every,  hazard,  the 
nation's  rights.  Whether  the  nation  will  vindi- 
cate and  support  this  Government  in  the  appeal 
which  it  may  be  necessary  to  make,  is  for  them 
to  decide.  If  we  do,  indeed,  mistake  their  views 
ind  wishes,  they  hold  in  their  own  hands  the 
proper  corrective,  and  to  them  I  leave  the  de« 


eisioa. 


Mr.  Lyok  said  the  Committee  had  been  enter- 
ained  with  a  very  pretty  play  from  the  gentleman 
froffl  Massachusetu  upon  the  word  "  noise,''  a 
Tord  which  dropped  from  me.  I  confess,  sir, 
Bid  Mr.  L.,  that  I  am  often  very  unfortunate  in 
Bf  choice  of  words,  to  express  my  meaning,  and 
perhaps  on  the  occasion  of  my  using  the  word 
*aoise"  I  might,  by  being  a  little  more  cau- 
tions, have  found  a  better ;  one  that  would  have 
ktter  pleased  that  gentleman's  ear;  But,  sir,  no 
toeel^,  who  knew  us  in  1800,  will  say  we  did 
iflt,  both  of  os^  make  noise.  We  did  not  live  far 
Moder,  and,  as  far  as 'I  could  know  of  the  gen- 
dnnan,  be  echoed  all  the  noise  1  made;  and  f  be- 
)KTe  that  it  is  to  this  noise-makinff  the  gentleman 
0ves  bis  present  importance.  On  the  noise  spoken 
(i^he  has,  I  believe,  mounted  to  fame,  to  honor, 
ud  respectability.  ' 

While  I  am  np,  si^I  would  warn  gentlemen 
ijatDst  yielding  to  Kxeeutrve  encroachments, 
ifiiiat  yielding  the  legislative  powers  constitu- 
Iballjr  lodged  ia  their  hands  to  Executive  dis- 
trttioQ  or  management.  The  bill  before  you  con- 
iRQplates  giving  the  power  of  making  war  to  the 
President.  Executive  eocroachments,  and  grants 
tf  power  to  the  Executive  was  a  subject  we  for- 
Berljr  made  much  noise  about.    I  am  not  pre- 

Ered  to  enomerate  all  the  grants  of  power  and 
tecattve  encroachments  since  Mr.  Jefferson's 
mning  into  office ;  but  I  will  pledge  myself  to 
ikowjon  paper,  if  it  is  required,  that  they  have 
Iv  exceeded  all  that  we  complained  of  during  the 
^er  Presidencies. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  said,  though  the  Constitutional 
fowers,  be  thought,  were  defined  with  competent 
^isioo,  yet,  he  observed  that,  in  almost  every 
(ingress,  it  had  become,  on  many  occasions,  very 
Ifxioie  in  the  hands  of  different  members,  and, 
<0Qetimes,  of  different  parties.  He  remembered 
vcll^  that,  in  1794,  the  power  of  Congress  to  lay 
^  embargo  was  considered  unanimously  by  the 
Bembera  in  Congress  and  the  citizens,  as  fully 
lathortzed'by  the  Constitution ;  but  that,  \^  1807, 
R  was  discovered  and  argued  by  many  members 
of  Congress,  and  citizens  in  some  parts  of  the 


Union,  that  Congress  had  no  Constitutional  au- 
thority to  lay  an  embargo;  other  instances  might 
be  given. 

The  Constitution  has  vested  Congress  express* 
\y  with  authority  and  made  it  their  duty  to  pro* 
vide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare 
and  to  repel  invasions,  which  mcludes  every 
means  of  carrying  those  powers  into  full  effect  to> 
the  greatest  public  advantage;  yet,  it  is  contend- 
ed, that  Congress  has  not  Constitutional  author* 
ity  to  make  a  law  to  enable  the  President  to  em* 
ploy  the  national  force  to  prevent  an  invasion  by 
meeting  the  invading  foe  on  his  own  ground,  or 
by  pursuing  the  invading  army  beyond  the  terri- 
torial line. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  LroN,) 
has  not  only  denied  the  Constitutional  authority 
of  Congress  to  make  such  provision,  but  asserted 
that  the  powerful  minority  in  the  fifth  Congress 
opposed  the  raising  of  the  provisional  army  on 
Constitutional  ground,  and  made  a  great  noise 
about  its  being  contrary  to  the  Constitution ;  that 
he  himself  made  a  sreat  noise^  etc. 

Mr.  F.  said,  t hat  himself  und  several  other  gen« 
tlemen  whom  he  now  saw  on  the  floor,  were 
members  of  that  Congress ;  that  he  had  made 
some  noise  on  that  question  him&elf,  having  taken 
the  floor  more  frequently  than  now,  because  he 
was  better  beard.  He  had  been  opposed  to  hos- 
tilities with  France  until  further  negotiation  was 
tried ;  but  when  that  measure  was  adopted,  he 
voted  for  such  measures  as  he  thought  best  cal- 
culated to  carry  hostilities  most  advaotageoasly 
into  effect.  He  had  voted  for  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  ships  that  was  proposed,  because  he  knew 
that  it  was  only  with  a  nav]r  that  we  came  into 
cohtact  with  the  power  and  interests  of  France ; 
and  he  had  votea  against  the  Army,  because  it 
could  be  of  no  possible  use  in  the  hostilities  with 
France,  because  she  had  no  territory  in  onr 
reach ;  nor  was  it  in  her  power  or  for  her  interest 
to  invade  us;  and  it  was  not  pretended  that  the 
Army  was  necessary  on  the  frontiers.  In  short, 
he  voted  against  it,  because  he  thought  it  inexpe- 
dient, and  a  useless  expense,  but  not  because  he 
thought  it  contrary  to  the  Constitution.  Several 
of  his  friends  in  that  minority  voted  for  it.  which 
they  would  not  have  done  if  they  had  thought  it 
uncoikstiiutional.  In  short,  the  first  that  he  rec- 
ollected of  ever  having  heard  of  its  being  uncon- 
stitutional was  the  assertion  of  the  member  from 
Kentucky,  to  apply  it  against  the  provision  of  this 
bill.  It  was  a  very  late  discovery,  even  if  there 
had  been  any  analogy  between  the  two  cases.  It 
was  not  then  known,  at  least  to  the  minority, 
that  there  was  such  a  negotiation  on  foot,  as,  if 
it  had  succeeded,  would  have  produced  employ 
for  the  provisional  army,  as  has  been  mentioned 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (M^.  Ba- 
con,) who  has  also  reasoned  so  very  convincing- 
ly on  this  question,  as  to  leave  very  little  t9  be 
added. 

It  is  universally  admitted  and  sanctioned  by 

our  own  former  conduct,  that  the  best  way  of 

carrying  on  defensive  war,  when  it  is  necessary, 

i  is  by  offensive  operations.    If  we  were  aboat  to 
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be  invaded  from  Canada,  as  we  had  formerly 
been,  and  as,  by  the  speech  of  the  Oovernor  of 
4hat  territory,  we  find  that  they  were  again  called 
vpon  to  be  in  a  state  of  preparation,  or.  if  we 
'were  to  be  attacked  on  our  weakest  quarter  by  an 
•army  marched  through  Florida,  of  which  we 
were  not  long  since  under  apprehensions — unless 
this  power  is  vested  in  the  President  during  the 
recess  of  CongrcKS,  be  could  not  employ  the  na- 
tional force  to  prevent  invasion  by  carrying  the 
war  into  the  enemy's  territories,  nor  in  repelling 
an  invading  foe  so  as  to  pursue  him  beyond  the 
territorial  line,  nor  make  reprisals.  The  knowl- 
edge of  having  our  hands  tied  in  this  manner,  is 
well  calculated  to  invite  invasion  and  insult.  It 
(is  well  known  that  those  from  whom,  danger  is 
•most  to  be  apprehended,  know  that  if  our  seaports 
were  attacked  and  our  cities  laid  waste  on  the  one 
side,  and  our  territories  on  the  other,  at  the  same 
4ime.  which  is  very  nossible,  no  adequate  resistance 
icould  be  made  until  Congress  was  convened  from 
theeztremitiesof  the  Union,  when  several  months 
must  elapse,  great  injurv  be  done,  and  the  best  op- 
portunities be  passed  before  effectual  provision 
could  be  made  unless  this  power  is  vested  in  the 
President. 

Mr.  F.  declared  that  he  was  opposed  to  taking 
Canada,  or  any  other  territory,  unless  it  became 
necessary  in  our  own  defence ;  but  he  believed 
the  best  way  to  avoid  that  necessity  was  at  all 
times  to  have  it  in  our  power.  It  was  an. estab- 
lished maxim,  that  the  surest  method  of  avoiding 
war,  was  at  all  times  to  be  prepared  for  it.  He 
concluded  with  observing,  that  the  member  from 
Kentucky  must  have  been  hard  run  for  argu* 
ments,  when  he  so  warmly  asserted  that  the  term 
may,  in  the  bill,  was  imperative,  or  of  the  same 
import,  as  shall  or  must.  It  required  but  a  small 
degree  of  recollection  to  have  been  convinced 
that  almost  every  Congress  had  passed  laws  re- 
specting loans,  and  other  objects,  wherein  may 
means  a  discretionary  power,  and  that  such  laws 
are  frequently  not  put  in  force.  A  good  cause 
does  not  stano  in  need  of  such  arguments.  It  is 
plain  no  power  is,  by  this  bill,  vested  in  the  Presi- 
dent, to  march  the  militia,  in  any  event,  over  the 
territorial  line,  except  such  as  voluntarily  engage 
to  do  so.  The  Federal  Constitution  does  not  in*- 
terfere  with  the  voluntary  engagements  of  free- 
men. 

Mr.  Key  said  that  he  had  not,  as  gentlemen 
supposed,  contended  that  a  man  could  not  give 
bis  consent  nine  or  twelve  months  beforehand  to 
serve  the  United  States.  Neither  was  he  discuss- 
ing the  policy  of  war,  or  the  best  mode  of  pre- 
paring for  it,  whichj  however,  he  deemed  to  be  by 
a  well-trained  militia.  I  call  on  gentlemen,  said 
he.  to  look  at  the  ConstitutioUj  and  meet  this  ar- 
gument^ A  body  of  militia  sign  an  enlistment 
to  meet  at  a  place  of  rendezvous  out  of  the  United 
State;.  Can  such  a  body,  by  the  Constitution,  be 
officered  by  the  State  authorities?  Must  they 
nor,  by  the  Constitution,  be  officered  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  the  United  States  ?  I  admit  that  they 
may  give  consent  to  go  out  of  the  United  States ; 
but  they  are  not  then  militia,  but  a  body  of  men 


forming  an  army,  and  must  be  officered  by  the 
Executive. 

Mr.  Van  Horn's  motion  was  negatived— ayes 
36,  noes  63. 

Mr.  Pbabson  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing to  one  of  its  sections  the  following  proviso: 

Promdedf  They  (the  ▼olunteers)  shall  not  be  takes 
out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  nnlcM  it 
be  in  pursuit  of  an  enemy  who  shall  have  invaded  tbi 
United  States. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  debate,  31 
members  only  rising  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  P.  said  that,  if  the  bill  was  to  pass,  be 
wished  it  to  pass  in  as  perfect  a  shape  as  possible. 
By  the  bill,  volunteers  were  to  sign  an  engage- 
ment to  serve  the  United  States  according  to  ibe 
provisions  of  this  act.  He  proposed  to  ameod 
this  part  of  the  bill  by  adding  as  follows: 

*'  The  said  engagement  being  first  read  to  him  (the 
volunteer)  by  a  commissioned  officer  and  witnessed  hj 
at  least  one  credible  witness,  at  the  time  of  signing  it, 
and  that  the  enga^ment  to  be  mada  and  signed  »litll 
expressly  state  the  liability  to  be  taken  oat  of  the  Uni- 
ted SUtes." 

.  This  motion  was  also  negatived  witbout  debate 
— ayes  53,  noes  41. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House,  and  the  Hbuse  adjourned. 


Thursday,  March  8. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Wbakuet,  that  the 
House  do  DOW  adjourn :  and  the  question  being 
taken  thereupon,  it  was  determined  in  tbe  nega- 
tive— yeas  3,  nays  58. 

A  motion  was  made,  bv  Mr.  McEeb,  that  tbe 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

**Re8ohed,  by  the  Senate  mid  House  of  Represesis- 
lives  of  the  Imited  States  of  America  in  Congreu 
assemoled.  That  the  Preai<lent  of  tbe  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  Hooaa  of  Repreaentativea  be,  and  thej 
are  hereby,  authorised  to  adjourn  thear  retpeetin 
Houaea  on  Monday,  the  aeoond  day  of  April  next. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings. 

Resolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  tbe  Public 
Lands  be,  and  they  are  hereby, directed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  constituting  and  establish- 
ing a  new  district  for  the  disposal  of  the  United 
States'  lands  in  tbe  Indiana  Territory,  to  be 
bounded  as  follows,  to  wit :  On  the  East  by  the 
line  dividing  the  sixth  and  seventh  ranges,  East 
of  the  second  principal  meridian ;  on  the  North 
by  the  Indian  boundary  line;  on  the  West  by  the 
line  dividing  the  seventh  and  eighth  ranges,  West 
of  the  second  principal  meridian ;  on  tlie  South 
by  the  river  Ohio. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claitos, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabetb  Hamil- 
ton ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  s^me  committee,  to 
whom  was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Minifie," 
reported  that  the  eommittee  had  had  tbe  said 
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bill  ander  coDsideraiioa,  and  directed  him  to  re- 
port the  same  to  the  House,  without  amendment. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Love, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  Alexandria  ;  and 
that  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  be  also 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  hill  to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  estab- 
ment  of  a  turnpike  company  in  the  county  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  oi  Columbia." 

Mr.  MuMFORD  presented  a  petition  of  Eugene 
de  Leitzendorfer,  stating  that,  at  the  solicitaion 
of  Geoeral  Eaton  he  relinquished,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  four,  his  command 
as  chief  eogineer  and  chief  of  the  staff  and  direc- 
tor of  the  artillery  of  the  Turkish  army  in  Egypt, 
for  the  purpose  01  assisting  that  officer  in  his  mil- 
itary operations  against  Tripoli ;  in  consequence 
of  which  he  has  been  subjected  to  many  hard- 
sfaipt  and  losses,  and  having  at  length  arrived  is 
America,  he  finds  himself  destitute  of  the  means 
of  subsistence  in  the  midst  of  plenty  \  and  solicit- 
ing such  pecuniary  aid  from  Congress  as  will 
enable  him  to  subsist  until  he  can  acquire  a 
bowledge  of  the  American  language. — Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  SouTBABD,  after  remarking  upon  the  pres- 
ent inequality  of  returns  of  militia^  arising  from 
therarious  exemptions  from  militia  service  in 
different  States,  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Raehed,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
a  mach  of  the  Menage  of  the  Preiident  of  the  United 
6utn  ai  relates  to  the  oiganization  of  the  militia  of 
the  United  States,  be  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
lay,  tndi  if  any,  what  alterations  or  amendments  are 
ucctsaij  m  the  act  or  acts  of  Congress  relative  to  ex- 
taption  from  militia  duty,  and  which  require  annual 
Rtamt  of  the  enrolled  militia  in  the  respective  States 
to  be  made  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
t^t  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
Mhowiic. 

DETACHMENT  OF  MILITIA*. 

• 

The  HoDse  took  up  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detacb- 
Beat  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  and 
agreed  to  the  seveial  amendments  made  by  the 
committee. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Van  Horn  to 
amend  that  part  of  the  bill  which  provides  that 
ach  rolunteer  "may  also  be  called  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Sutes  to  any  place^  not  beyond 
<»i,  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Stales." 
bf  striking  out  the  words  in  italic,  viz:  **  beyond 
sea." 

Mr.  Dana  taid  that  it  was  a  principle  which 
coold  Dot  be  well  sustained,  thfl^t  the  militia  can 
K  required  to  march  beyond  the  territorial  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States,  except  for  one  sin- 
gle purpose,  the  necessity  for  which  must  be  de- 
cided by  the  commander  at  the  time,  that  is  to 
^T '  when  repelling  an  invasion  should  require. 
jo  a  military  point  of  view,  the  passage  of  the 
li&e*  It  is,  said  Mr.  D.,  a  question  of  a  military 
BtiQre,  to  be  decided  by  the  commander  of  the 
lorces,  whether  it  be  necessary  to  accomplish  the 


object  of  repelling  an  invasion.  Beyond  that,  I 
apprehend  the  militia  cannot  be  marched  out  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  It  is  very 
clear  that  they  cannot  be  sent  beyond  sea,  out  of 
ourjurisdiction. 

The  next  question  i^,  whether  the  volunteers 
to  be  taken  as  substitutes  can  be  sent,  not  beyond 
sea,  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States? 
If  these  volunteers  engage,  they  are  to  be  con- 
sidered as  belonging  to  the  Army  of  the  United 
States.  A  person  who  is  detached  may,  as  a  mi- 
litiaman, be  required  to  perform  certain  duties; 
he  may  also  agree  to  pertorm  then,  at^  then  he 
will  be  commanded  not  as  a  militiaman  but  as 
an  enlisted  soldier,  and  no  militia  officer,  as  such, 
can,  by  virtue  or  his  engagement,  extend  his 
power  as  an  officer  of  militia.  He  cannot  com- 
mand a  man  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  except  for  the  sole  purpose  of  repel- 
lin|^  invasion.  This  bill,  then,  presents  the  extra- 
ordinary spectacle  of  an  army  of  soldiers  without 
a  man  to  command  them  where  they  are  to  act. 
When  a  militiaman  serves  where  the  militia  can- 
not be  compelled  to  serve,  no  militia  officer  can 
command  him  ;  and  thaBa  militiaman  can  enlist 
himself  as  an  officer,  and  act  as  such  in  virtue  of 
hisengajg^ementjisan  idea  very  novel. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject,  considering  this 
provision  as  very  exceptionable,  I  am  for  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTER  Said  that  there  appeared  to  be 
two  questions  raised  on'this  part  of  the  bill.  One 
was,  whether  the  officers  should  be  commissioned 
by  the  State  authorities,  or  by  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates?    It  has  been  contended  by 

Sentlemen  from  Maryland  and  Connecticut^  (Mr. 
[by  and  Mr.  Dana.)  that  when  the  militia  are 
in  service  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
Slates,  they  must  be  officered  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  If  I  understood  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut  correctly,  he  admits  that, 
when  in  service,  the  militia  volunteers  might  be 
ordered  across  the  line,  but  that  they  cannot  go 
out  of  the  jurisdictional  limits,  inasmuch  as  the 
officers  derive  their  commissions  from  State  au- 
thorities. I  have  always  understood,  heretofore, 
that  it  was  one  of  the  great  barriers  to  defend  the 
State  governments  from  the  encroachments  of 
the  General  Government ;  that^  in  a  war  in  which 
the  militia  should  be  called  into  service,  they 
should  hold  their  commissions  under  State  au- 
thorities, to  prevent  the  great  influence  the  Gen- 
eral Government  would  otherwise  have.  A  gen- 
tleman yesterday  read  part  of  an  article  of  the 
Constitution,  to  show  that  the  militia  could  only 
be  called  out  for  the  purposes  of  suppressing  in- 
surrection, executing  the  laws  of  the  Union,  and 
repelling  invasion.  This  is  admitted ',  and  it  is 
equally  admitted  that  the  militia,  when  draught- 
ed, cannot  be  called. without  our  jurisdictional 
limits;  for  the  power  to  call  them  out  to  execute 
the  laws,  does  not  authorize  the  sending  them 
beyond  our  jurisdictional  limitis,  as  we  cannot 
pass  a  law  to  operate  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States.  We  cannot  annex  Canada  or 
Florida  to  our  territory  by  a  law.    As  well  might 
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it  be  said  that  Virginia  could  pass  laws  to  govern 
M^sachusetts,  or,  vice  versa,  as  that  Congress 
could  pass  a  law  to  have  force  without  the  limits 
of  the  Uoited  States.  But.  if  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  had  only  read  theclauseof  the  Consti- 
tution, which  he  quoted,  throughout,  he  would 
have  found  his  objection  completely  answered. 
Congress  have  power  *'  to  provide  for  organizing, 

*  arming,  and  disciplining,  the  militia,  and  for 

*  governing  such  part  of  them  as  may  be  em- 
'  ployed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  re- 

,  *  serving  to  the  States,  respectively,  the  appoint- 

*  ment  of  the  officers,"  d^c.  Here  is  an  express 
reservation  of  a  power  to  the  States  to  appoint 
officers  to  the  militia  when  called  into  actual  ser- 
vice. I  think,  by  this  clause,  the  principle  is 
clearly  established  that  the  officers  oi  these  vol- 
unteers can  constitutionally^  hold  their  commis- 
sions from  the  State  authorities. 

It  only  remains  to  answer  the  question,  whe- 
ther the  militia  can  be  carried  beyond  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States  by  voluntary  engage- 
ment? It  will  be  admitted  that  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  can  expatriate  himself,  and  can  en- 
gage to  serve  a  foreign  Prince.  There  is  nothing 
to  prevent  his  engaging  in  a  foreign  army.  Will 
it  oe  contended  that  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  can  engage  to  serve  a. foreign  Prince  and 
not  serve  his  own  Government?  Is  not  a  con- 
tract to  serve  his  own  Qovernment  as  binding 
and  at  least  as  patriotic  ?  All  contracts  not  fraud- 
ulent are  binding.  The  United  States,  in  their 
corporate  capacity,  make  a  contract  with  an  indi- 
vidual, who  can  engage  as  well  to  serve  without 
the  limits  of  the  United  States  as  within  them. 
He  is  certainly  as  competent  to  do  it  as  to  enter 
into  the  service  of  a  foreign  country. 

This  body  is  not  to  be  compared  to  the  provis- 
ional army  of  1798,  in  which  the  soldier  received 
bounty,  was  entitled  to  rations,  and  liable,  from 
day  to  day,  to  be  called  into  service.  This  is  not 
that  expeni^ive  establishment.  Their  engaeemeot 
will  be  compulsory  on  them  to  serve  the  United 
States  when  the  public  good  requires  it.  If  their 
engagement  be  valid,  and  they  are  to  be  officered 
by  the  regular  autnority.  (as  I  think  I  have 
shown.)  there  can  be  no  Constitutional  objection 
to  the  bill. 

Froiii  every  other  consideration,  I  think  this 
the  best  bill  ever  offered  to  the  House.  The 
Army  will  not  be  mercenary ;  it  will  be  an  effect- 
ive force  of  citizens,  who  disdain  to  be  draughted, 
who  come  forward  and  offer  their  services,  not 
only  for  the  purpose  of  going  into  camp  and  be- 
ing disciplined,  out  for  going  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  United  States.  We  are  told  at  one  mo- 
ment that  this  is  a  war  measure,  and  that  the 
nation  is  not  for  war;  and  yet  gentlemen  object 
to  the  very  system  that  is  to  prove  the  spirit  of 
the  nation.  If  we  pass  this  bill,  the  number  of 
persons  volunteering  will  teach  gentlemen  the 
mistake  under  which  they  labor,  when  thev  say 
the  people  are  not  prepared  for  war.  War  is  the 
dernier  resort ;  but  when  the  liberties  of  the  coun- 
try are  in  danger,  and  our  rights  trampled  under 
foot,  they  will  be  for  war.    There  is  more  war 


among  the  people  than  in  this  House.  It  is  by 
presenting  a  manly  front  and  by  evincing  the 
spirit  of  the  nation^  and  not  by  retreating,  that  we 
are  to  secure  our  rights. 

Mr.  LivERMORB  said  that  this  amendment  in- 
volved a  Constitutional  question,  and  was  not  to 
be  decided  by  the  disposition  which  existed  for 
war,  but  bv  a  proper  inspection  of  the  charter 
under  which  we  are  sent  to  legislate  here.  In 
order  to  understand  the  question  now  before  the 
House,  it  might  be  proper  to  remark  that  the 
Constitution  distinctly  marked  out  the  species  of 
force  which  might  be  brought  into  action  for  the 
security  of  the  nation.  By  one  clause  of  the 
Constitution  a  power  was  given  to  Congress  to 
raise  and  support  armies.  Whether  an  army  be 
raised  by  voluntary  enlistment  or  engagement,  it 
is  still  a  regular  force.  There  is  another  descrip- 
tion of  force  recognised  by  the  ConstitutioQ— 
the  militia.  Congress  are  to  provide  for  goTem- 
ing  the  militia,  reserving  to  the  States,  respect- 
ively, the  power  of  appointing  the  officers.  Noth- 
ing can  be  clearer  than  that  there  are  but  two 
species  of  force  recognised  by  the  Constitutioa— 
one  the  regular  force  to  be  raised  by  money  and 
enlistment ;  the  other  the  militia. 

The  question  is,  said  Mr.  L.,  whether  these 
volunteers  are  regulars  or  militia?  It  is  troe 
that  the  title  is  not  considered  a  part  of  the  bill. 
However,  one  would  suppose  that  a  man  woald 
not  write  under  the  picture  of  a  horse  **  this  is  a 
dog."  The  title  is  "a  bill  authorizing  a  detach- 
ment of  militia  of  the  United  States;"  The  bill 
goes  on  to  provide  that  the  President  shall  be 
authorized  to  require  of  the  Executives  of  the 
several  States  to  hold  in  readiness  their  quota  of 
100,000  militia,  and  that  persons  may  voluntarily 
engage  and  be  accepted  as  part  of  tnem.  They 
must  be  either  regulars  or  militia.  But  the  act 
itself  expressly  calls  them  militia.  Ought  the 
words  "  beyond  sea"  then  to  be  retained  ? 

The  gentleman  who  has  last  spoken  admits 
that  the  militia  cannot  be  carried  out  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  gentleman  from  Connecticat 
appeared  to  me  to  place  the  question  on  its  proper 
footing.  It  is  one  thing  for  a  commander-in-chief 
to  judge  whether  it  is  necessary  to  repel  an  inva^ 
sion  that  the  militia  thould  cross  the  line,  and  it 
is  another  thing  by  law  to  enact  the  position  that 
the  militia  may  be  called  /orth  to  go  oat  of  the 
United  States,  to  go  to  Mexico,  Peru,  or  Brazil, 
or  to  Montreal  or  Quebec.  Such  a  law  would 
be  a  violation  of  the  Constitution.  The  idea  of 
raising  an  army  and  calling  them  militia,  because 
they  are  raised  without  expense,  and  without  en- 
listment, is  derogatory  to  the  honor  of  Congress, 
and  is  as  gross  an  infringement  of  the  Constitu- 
tion as  if  we  were  to  make  a  law  that  the  Senate 
should  be  abolished,  and  we  should  legislate 
alone.  You  mi^ht  as  well  attempt  to  pass  a  law 
to  officer  the  militia  of  the  United  States  as  tc 
pass  a  law  of  this  nature.  If  the  bill  was  modi* 
fied  so  as  to  raise  a  volunteer  army,  I  should  have 
no  objection  to  it ;  but  it  is  not— for  every  gen 
tleman  calls  it  a  detachment  of  militia,  and  a; 
such  they  cannot  be  carried  oat  of  the  Unite< 
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States.    I  am,  therefore,  for  striking  oat  these 
words. 

Mr.  Dana  said  that  he  made  no  question  that 
officers  of  militia,  as  such,  were  to  command  the 
militia,  as  such,  when  called  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States.  This  was  too  plain  to  be 
questioned.  But  no  officer  of  militia  could  com- 
mand  a  militiaman  where  the  militiaman  was 
oot  boond  ta  obev  him, 

lam  not,  on  tniaT amendment,  said  Mr.  D.,  dis- 
cussing the  broad,  general  principles  of  the  bill, 
nor  ^be  question  whether  we  shall  now  present  a 
determined  front,  or  whether  we  shall  be  respect- 
ed in  proportion  as  we  retreat.  For,  howerer 
desirable  it  may  be,  that  does  not  decide  the  Con- 
stitutional question  as  to  the  correctness  of  this 
prorjsion. 

Mr.  D.  centered  intoan  examination  of  the  fea- 
tures of  the  provisional  army  of  1798,  to  show 
tbatit  was  not  such  as  it  was  represented. 

I  admit,  said  Mr.  D.,  that  officers  of  the  militia, 
as  such,  are  to  act  in  virtue  of  commissions  from 
the  State  authorities;  that  the  United  States  are 
in  DO  instance  to  officer  the  militia  as  militia ; 
but,  whenever  we  require  men  as  private  soldiers 
to  perform  service,  which,  as  militiamen,  they 
caDDot  constitutionally  be  compelled  to  perform, 
then  the  officers  must  be  commissioned  by  the 
United  States. 

The  militia  can  never  be  marched  to  repel  in- 
rasioD,  until  there  is  a  design  to  invade  and  a 
force  in  preparation  for  it ;  l^cause  the  term  ioi- 
plies  a  hostile  force  moving,  or  having  moved,  to- 
ward that  object.  They  can  never  be  moved  un- 
less a  force  be  arrayed  to  invade — that  is,  ready 
to  strike  a  blow.  The  officer  comnianding  the 
militia  may  decide  whether  it  is  necessary  to  pass 
the  frontier  for  the  sinj^le  purpose  of  repelling 
iorasion.  It  is  a  qupstton  completely  military, 
and  which  the  proper  officer  can  decide  correctly. 
But  here  is  a  general  provision  to  order  the  mifi- 
lia  into  foreign  service.  My  idea  of  the  militia 
is,  that  it  is  essentially  a  domestic  force  for  de- 
mestie  preservation;  that  it  is  not,  and,  in  its 
nature,  cannot  be,  and  in  its  principle  never  ought 
to  be,  a  force  for  attack  and  conquest ;  that  it  is, 
essentially,  a  force  for  defence  and  preservation ; 
and  that  the  principle  ceding  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment the  command  of  the  militia  should  go 
no  further  than  a  mere  war  of  defence  and  pro- 
tection. They  may,  therefore,  be  called  forth  to 
repel  invasion. for  the  defence  of  domestic  rights; 
they  may,  therefore,  be  called  out  to  suppress  in- 
surrection, because  it  subverts  the  laws,  and  also 
to  enforce  those  laws  which  protect  our  rights, 
and  are  the  pledges  of  our  security.  TJie  mnitia 
guarantee  a  Republican  form  of  Government  by 
repelling  invasion,  which  would  destroy  our  form 
of  Government,  and  they  repress  insurrection,  be- 
cause the  authority  of  the  laws  must  be  main- 
tained. They  are  a  domestic  force,  and  cannot 
be  ordered  on  foreign  service  consistently  with 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  is  not 
a  service  in  which  a  militia  officer,  as  such,  can 
command,  and  he  cannot  constitute  himself  an 
officer  and  commission  himself. 


Mr.  V.\N  Horn  said  that,  although  he  did  not 
expect  the  amendment  to  prevail,  it  was  no  rea* 
son  for  silence  on  his  part.  Allusions,  said  he, 
have  been  made  to  the  time  of  1798,  and  persons 
then  in  the  minority  have  been  accused  of  a  dis- 
position to  rail,  because  they  are  occasionally  in 
the  minority  now.  I  did,  at  that  time,  believe 
everything  I  said;  and,  believing  that  the  ma- 
jority then  were  wrong,  although  I  might  always 
have  voted  with  the  majority  in  Congress,  the 
same  principles  which  governed  me  then  govern 
me  now;  and  when  I  see  any  act  about  to  be 
done,  which  I  deem  unconstitutional,  I  must  con- 
tend against  it  now,  as  I  did  then.  What  kind 
of  force  will  gentlemen  saj  this  is  t  Gentlemen 
have  told  you  it  is  not  militia  ;  if  so,  it  must  be 
an  army — it  is  a  provisional  army.  If  it  be  an 
army,  Congress  can  provide  for  calling  out  the 
militia,  &c.,  but  can  they  provide  that  the  Presi- 
dent shall  raise  an  army  ?  This  was  the  very 
point  of  contest  in  1798.  The  President,  when- 
ever he  thinks  proper,  may,  by  bill,  order  these 
men  into  service.  If  they  constitute  an  army  of 
ihe  United  States,  they  onght  to  be  raised  by 
Congress;  and  I  have  no  idea  that  the  Constitu- 
tion gives  us  power  to  authorize  the  President  to 
raise  an  army.  That  power  was  given  to  Con- 
gress, and  they  cannot  transfer  -it.  That  is  the 
wav  I  understood  the  Constitutional  provision 
under  Adams,  and  that  is  the  way  I  ucderstantl 
it  now. 

There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  talk  about  the 
spirit  of  the  country.  I  feel  no  fear  of  a  disposi- 
tion being  imputed  to  me  to  abandon  the  true 
principles  of  defence ;  but,  is  this  the  way  to  sup- 
port them  ?  The  Constitution  declares  that  the 
militia  are  the  safe  defence  of  a  free  State.  What 
does  this  bill  provide  ?  That  the  militia  shall  be 
marched  out  of  the  country ;  and,  in  their  ab- 
sence, the  arms  of  the  standing  army  may  be 
turned  again<it  the  countrv.  If  this  were  1798 
instead  of  1810.  there  would  not  be  the  same  dis- 
position to  trust  the  militia  outside  of  the  United 
States. 

The  gentleman  from  Mississippi  says  this  arm v 
will  disdain  to  suffer  themselves  tobedraughtea. 
If  gentlemen  already  begin  to  talk  in  this  way. 
those  who  are  ready  to  repel  invasion,  but  will 
not  agree  to  go  out  of  our  jurisdiction,  will  be 
told  they  are  mean,  dastardly  fellows,  who  do 
not  disdain  to  be  draughted.  If  you  begin  to 
stigmatize  those  who  will  not  volunteer,  we  shall 
hear  enough  of  it  before  it  is  done  with.  And 
this  will  be  another  inducement  to  volunteer.  If 
you  wish  to  manifest  the  spirit  of  the  naiion,  I 
consider  this  not  the  proper  way.  I  wish  to  see 
a  musket  placed  in  the  hand  of  every  freeman 
who  comes  of  age.  The  number  contemplated 
by  this  bill,  tjo  be  armed,  forms  but  a  small  pro- 
portion of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  and 
in  some  of  the  States  will  not  be  sufficient  to  de- 
fend the  shores  of  one  river  from  predatory  incur- 
sions. 

A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  said  that  the 
giving  of  this  power  might  do  away  the  necessi- 
ty of  using  it.  I  cannot,  sir,  be  influenced  by  con- 
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siderations  of  that  kind.  What  I  do  here,  I  do 
for  my  country,  and  not  with  a  view  to  frighten 
foreio^n  nations  into  a  respect  for  our  rights.  I  do 
not  legislate  for  exportation.  This  bill  is  not 
calculated  to  insure  respect  for  our  rights;  my 
fears  are  that  it  will  rather  induce  foreign  nations 
to  trespass  further  on  them.  I  have  no  desire  to 
enter  into  a  war  with  France  or  England,  nor  am 
I  for  aliandoning  our  rights.  I  would  enter  into 
no  treaty  with  either,  which  should  give  up  a 
right.  But,  is  a  nation  to  go  to  war  for  everj 
infraction  of  right  ?  This  is  new  doctrine,  and  it 
is  too  late  to  preach  it.  I  am  anxious  that  this 
amendment  should  prevail,  because  I  think  it  im- 
portant that  we  should  not,  at  this  time,  be  talking 
of  marching  out  of  the  United  States.  If  there  is 
no  serious  determination  of  attacking  a  foreign 
territory,  I  hope  we  shall  not  hold  out  any  idea 
of  doing  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Ross) 
has  said  that  the  objection  ought  to  be  to  officer- 
ing the  volunteers,  instead  of  marching  them  out 
of  the  United  States.  Although  I  have  an  objec- 
tion to  both  parts,  if  I  move  to  amend  either,  I 
shall  be  told  that  I  begin  at  the  iTrong  end,  and, 
therefore,  do  not  expect  to  get  at  my  object. 

Mr.  Holland  said  it  would  give  him  extreme 
pleasure  if  he  could  see  the  gentleman  begin  at 
the  ria;ht  end.  He  appeared  to  be  embarrassed 
from  the  start,  and,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  would  do  all 
in  his  power  to  set  him  right.  He  appears  to  be 
in  doubt  what  these  troops  are.  All  these  ques- 
tions embarrass  my  very  Republican  friend,  and 
I  am  sorry  for  it.  He  says  Congress  ought  to  raise 
troops,  and  not  the  President,  and,  therefore^  he  is 
against  the  bill.  If  he  will  examine  the  bill,  he 
will  find  that  Congress  are  now  making  provis- 
ion by  it  to  raise  some  kind  of  troops.  When 
these  troops  are  raised  and  provided,  to  be  sure, 
the  President  has  the  same  power  over  them  as 
over  any  other  troops  whatever.    But  he  has  no 

Eower  to  take  them  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the 
Fnited  States,  or  to  declare  war,  for  that  power 
rests  with  us. 

The  general  duties  of  the  militia  are  certainly 
within  the  United  States.  But  it  does  not  follow 
that  no  other  troops  can  be  raised  who  are  not 
strictly  regulars.  Regulars  is  a  general  name 
applied  to  all  troops  in  the  standing  servioe  of  the 
country.  I  remember  well,  thatj  in  the  time  of 
the  Revolution,  we  had  a  variety  of  different 
troops;  there  were  some  called  minute  men. 
These  troops  may  partake  of  the  character  of 
minute  men,  solemnly  pledged  to  perform  service 
according  to  their  engagement,  when  the  country 
requires  it.  They  will  have  no  right  to  complain 
of  being  carried  out  of  the  United  States  when 
they  specially  agree  to  go  beyond  the  limits. 
They  are  not  entrapped.  There  is  no  danger  of 
imposing  on  the  militia  of  the  United  States  in 
this  particular,  by  any  kind  of  finesse.  They, 
the  people,  possess  nearly  as  much  knowledge  as 
those  who  legislate  for  them.  Their  eyes  are 
open;  and  if  they  were  a  little  closed  gentlemen 
would  open  them  for  them  ;  for  there  seems  to  be 
a  great  abhorrence  of  invading  Canada.    If  there  | 


should  be  the  same  at  the  time  for  voluoteeriog, 
they  will  not  engage.  All  who  have  opposed  the 
bill  on  this  ground  may  lay  aside  their  fears. 

As  to  the  Constitutional  objection,  it  is  the  first 
time  that  I  ever  heard  that  the  Constitution  pre- 
vented our  citizens  from  entering  into  their  own 
compacts.  So  far  from  it,  tb«y  are  admitted  to 
make  all  contracts  not  injurious  to  the  United 
States.  They  can  dispose  of  their  persons  bj 
free  and  open  compact,  and  it  .would  be  hard  if 
the  Government  has  not  power  to  make  a  con- 
tract in  this  way.  In  the  regular  army  everv 
soldier  voluntarily  engages  and  contracts  with 
the  Government  to  perform  that  service.  Is  it 
not  from  this  contract  that  service  is  required  of 
him  ?  This  biU,  as  far  as  respects  the  contract, 
stands  on  the  same  principle  as  enlistments.  I 
am  astonished  that  gentlemen  pretend  to  take  the 
ground  that  the  bill  is  anconstitutiona'l.  The 
Constitution  has  no  bearing  on  the  question. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  says  that, 
when  without  the  bounds  of  the  United  States, 
the  militia  must  serve  as  regulars,  and  are  not 
bound  to  obey  their  officers,  if,  indeed,  sir,  per- 
*sons  fly  from  their  contract,  they  may  not  be 
bound  by  it*  The  officer,  when  he  receives  a 
commission,  also  makes  a  contract  that  he  will 
perform^  service  out  of  the  United  States^  if  re- 
quired. The  contract  is  complete  and  binding, 
and  there  is  nothing  in  the  Constitution  which 
forbids  it. 

As  to  the  bill  itself,  it  is.  perhaps,  the  best  the 
House  ever  hit  upon.  If  tne  words,  however,  are 
stricken  out,  as  proposed,  there  will  be  no  occa- 
sion lor  the  bill.  There  is  no  occasion  for  rais- 
ing militia  volunteers  merelv  to  repel  foreign 
invasion.  To  pass  such  a  bill  to  meet  invasion 
would  be  futile.  There  is  not  a  citizen,  in  his 
sober  senses,  who  is  in  fear  of  invasion.  I  wish 
to  be  prepared,  not  only  to  repel  invasion  of  ter- 
ritory, but  to  take  satisfaction,  if  necessary,  of 
those  nations  who  invade  our  rights. 

Mr.  Ross  remarked,  that  the  objection  made 
to  the  bill  is,  that  these  volunteers  are  militia,  and 
that  they  cannot  be  commanded  out  of  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States.  It  is  agreed,  that, 
in  their  individual  capacity,  they  can  go  out  of 
the  United  States  to  make  offensive  war,  but  it  is 
denied  that  the  militia^  as  an  organized  body,  in 
their  military  capacity,  can  make  this  agreement. 
If  the  militia,  from  whom  this  detachment  it  to 
be  made,  were  only  the  militia  of  a  particular 
Slate  and  not  of  the  United  States,  I  apprehend 
the  gentleman  would  be  correct;  but,  unfortu- 
nately for  the  objection,  they  are  not  only  militia 
of  the  individual  States  but  of  the  United  States, 
and,  being%o,  may  they  not,  organized  according 
to  law,  volunteer  themselves  in  the  service  of  the 
Government  to  whom  they  belong  1  When  car- 
ried out  into  actual  service,  they  are  to  be  com- 
manded by  the  President  of  the  United  States; 
and  a  great  objection  is  made  that,  though  from 
the  mode  in  which  the  corps  is  raised,  it  is  com- 
posed of  regulars,  yet  from  being  commissioned 
by  the  Executives  of  the  several  States,  they  are 
to  be  considered  as  militia.    The  Executive  of 
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the  United  States,  it  is  true,  by  the  Constitutioo, 
is  to  commission  all  officers  ot  the  United  States. 
The  commissioning  of  the  militia  by  the  several 
States  is  elsewhere  provided  for,  and  then  they 
come  under  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  whicn 
eicepts  from,  the  general  provision  all  appoint- 
meats  ^^  herein  otherwise  provided  for."  It  is 
otherwise  provided  that  the  milftia  officers  shall 
be  commissioned  by  the  respective  States;  and, 
being  so  commissioned,  they  may  volunteer  their 
services,  and  make  an  agreement,  as  militia,  to 
go  out  of  the  United  States. 

After  a  few  words  of  explanation  from  Mr. 
LivEajfons,  the  question  was  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas42,t)ays 
72,  as  follows : 

YiAt— •Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  John 
Cunpbell,  John  C.  Chamb<Qrlain,  William  Chamberlin, 
Eps^oditua  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden.  Samuel 
W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  ion.,  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  Thoa.  R.  Gold,  Wm.  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven, 
Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Philip 
B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbackfer,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingr 
iton,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald 
McBryde,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Jo- 
feph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jun.,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, junior,  filisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Richard 
Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B. 
Stnrges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Archibald 
Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Whea- 
ton,  Esekiel  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

N^Ts — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  junior, 
William  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Bur- 
wdl  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert 
Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Coch- 
ran, Orchard  Cook,  James  Cox,  William  Crawford, 
Henry  Ciiat,  Richard  Cutts,.  John  Dawson,  Joseph 
Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  WiUiam  Findley,  Jonathan 
Fiik,  Meshack  Franklin,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  S. 
Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  junior,  Peterson  Goodwrn, 
Daniel  Heiater,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,  Walter 
Jones,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyie,  Ro- 
bert Marion,  Alexander  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Gordon  S.  Mum- 
ford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nich- 
olson, John  Porter,  P^tar  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Penn- 
■yUania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards, 
John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  John  Ross,  Ebeneser  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Sesver,  Adam  Seybert, 
Daniel  Sheffey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John  Taylor,  John  Thomp- 
■on,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner, 
jonior,  Robert  Weakley,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
Witherspoon. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Fearsoii  said  that  as  the  bill  was  of  a 
novel  character,  containiog  provisions  hitherto 
unknown  in  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  he 
wished  it  to  he  distinctly  understood  by  those  to 
be  affected  by  it.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  amend 
that  part  of  the  bill  requiring  the  volunteers  to 
sign  an  engagement  bv  adding  the  following: 
'^  which  engagement  shall  expressly  state  the 
liability  to  be  taken  on  service  without  the  limits 
and  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.^ 


This  amendment  was  modified  on  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  Clay,  so  as  to  read-;-"  which  engage- 
ment shall  expressly  state  the  liability  to  be  taken 
on  service,  not  beyond  sea,  without  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  Spates." 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Root, 
Smilie,  Fisk,  Holland,  and  W.  Alston,  and 
supported  by  Messrs.  Pitkin,  Dana,  Sheffet, 
Pearson,  Ely,  Taylor,  Macon,  Wilson,  and 
Bacon. 

The  reasons  urged  in  favor  of  it  were,  gener- 
ally, that  every  citizen  in  making  an  engage- 
ment ought  distinctly  to  understand  it;  that  under 
the  laws  authorizing  detachments  of  militia, 
volunteers  had  heretofore  been  received  to  serve 
within  the  United  Slates  only,  and,  unless  ex- 
pressly stated  otherwise  in  the  engagement,  i)er- 
sons  volunteering  under  this  law  would  think 
that  they  were  .merely  offering  their  services  as 
heretofore;  that  the  provisions  of  the  bill  having 
this  operation,  would  entrap  the  volunteers  into 
an  engagement  of  which  they  had  no  idea,  and 
which  was  hitherto  unknown  to  the  laws  of  the 
United  States. 

Against  this  amendment,  it  was  urged  that  it 
was  unnecessary,  as  the  volunteers  were  to  sign 
an  engagement  to  serve  the  United  States  *' ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  this  act;'-  that  ex- 
pressing one  condition  of  the  engagement  on  the 
face  of  it  would  imply  an  absence  of  the  other 
conditions;  that  if  this  amendment  was  agreed 
to,  the  House  might  as  well  insert  the  whole  of 
the  law  and  the  articles  of  war  in  the  engage- 
ment; and,  generally,  that  it  was  burdening  the 
bill  with  a  provision  totally  unnecessary  and 
useless. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to — yeas  55,  nays 
49,  as  follows : 

YiAS—  Esekiel  Bacon,  Burwell  Bassett,  Wm  W. 
Bibb,  Daniel  Blaisdell,Jas.  Breckenridge,  John  Camp- 
bell, John  C.  Chamberlain,  William  Chamberlin,  Epa- 
phroditUB  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  James  Coch- 
ran, Orchard  Cook,  Henry  Crist,  Sam'l  W.  Dana,  John 
Davenport, jun.,  Wm  Ely,  Jamas  Emott,  David  S.  Oar- 
land,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Wm.  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven, 
Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jack- 
son, junior,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  Philip 
B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerlwcker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Koy  Livingston, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Archibald  McBryde, 
Pleasant  M.  Miller,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  junior, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Quincy,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stan- 
ley, James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob 
Swoope,  Samuel  Taggait,John  Taylor,  Archibald  Van 
Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer  Laban  Wheaton, 
Ezekiel  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

Nats — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cox,  William  Crawford, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Findley,  Jona- 
than Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Oideon  Gardner,  Tho- 
mas Gholson,  junior,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  James  Hol- 
land, Jacob  Hufty,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Alexander  Mc- 
,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Onrdon  S. 
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Mumford,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John 
Porter,  Peter  B.Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennayltania, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John 
Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sam- 
mens,  Ebenezer  Sealer,  Adam  Seybert,  Dennis  Smelt, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Henry  Southard.  Uri 
Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  an4 
Robert  Witherspoon. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 

[The  bill  cannot  be  taken  up  to-morrow,  Fri« 
day  being  by  a  rule  of  the  House  appropriated  to 
the  consideration  of  bills  and  reports  originating 
from  petitions.] 


FridaTi  March  9. 

The  report  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  Peter 
Landais,  went  throuj^h  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  was  concurred  m  by  the  House. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 
on  the  petition  of  Margaret  Lapsley.    . 

[The  report  states  the  claim  to  be  just,  but 
barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations,  and,  ttiere- 
fore,  recommends  a  resolution  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted.] 

After  much  debate,  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee was  negatived,  and  a  resolution  in  favor  of 
the  petition  adopted  by  the  Committee  and  re- 
ported to  the  House,  by  whom  it  was- confirmed, 
64  to  36,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims 
to  report  a  bill. 

Mr.  Love,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  to  amend  the  laws 
within  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Friday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  make  public  a  road  in 
Washington  county,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gholson, 

Ordered^  That  the  unfinished  business  of  yes- 
terday do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  select 
committee  on  the  petition  of  Amey  Dardio  ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  committee  re- 
ported their  agreement  to  the  resolution  therein 
contained. 

The  resolution  being  read  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

^>  Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is 
reasonable,  and  ought  to  be  granted.*' 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  House  do 
concur  with  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
in  their  agreement  to  the  said  resolution,  and  re- 
solved in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  be  brought  in,  pursuant 
to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Qrolson, 
Mr.  Tracy,  and  Mr.  Heister,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  relative  to  the -district  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  established  ilo'  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  incor- 


porate a  company  for  making  certain  turnpike 
roads  in  the  District  of  Columbia;"  to  which 
bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  turnpike  company  in  the  coantyof 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia :"  Wbeo 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  in  to  a  Committeeof  the 
Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Comnalttee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manuractures  on  the  petition  of  Tris- 
tram Hussey ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  agreemeot 
to  the  resolution  therein  contained,  to  wit: 

Resolvedj  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ii 
reasonable,^  and  ought  to  be  granted. 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  Hoase 
do  concur  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in 
their  agreement  to  the  said  resolution,  and  re- 
solved in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  be  brought  in,pursaaat 
to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  do  prepare  and 
brine  in  the  same. 

Toe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committeeof 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  on  the  petition  of  John  Thomixsoc;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  reported  their  disagreement  to  the  reso- 
lution therein  contained,  to  wit : 

Besolvedf  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ought  Dot  to  be  granted. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  concur  with 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  in  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  said  resolution,  and  resolved  ia 
the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gbolbon,  the  foUowiDg  re- 
solution was  then  agreed  to  by  the  House : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of 
John  Thompson  is  reasonable,  and  ought  to  be 
granted. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  be  brought  in^pursuaot 
thereto ;  and  that  the  Committee  of  Claims  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 


Monday,  IMEarch  12. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Virginia,  Job!i 
Randolph,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
House. 

The  Spbaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  his  re- 
port in  relation  to  claims  for  invalid  pensions 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

The  Speakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
ftom  William  Lambert, enclosing  certain  astrono- 
mical calculations  in  addition  to  those  accompa- 
nying bis  petition  ;  which  were  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  on  the  representation  of 
Neale  H.  Shaw,  on  the  subject  of  the  variation 
of  the  magnetic  needle. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^'  Aa 
act  relative  to  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States,  established  in  the  Territory'of  Orleans/^ 
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was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commitee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making  certain 
toropike  roads  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Friday  next. 

Ad  engrossed  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  establishment  of  a  turnpike  company 
in  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of 
Colombia,''  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  prevent  the  issuing  of  sea-letters,  except  to 
certain  vessels,"  with  amendments;  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  They  have 
also  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  providing 
for  the  third  census  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabi- 
UDts  of  the  United  States,"  with  amendments ; 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  regulating  the  Post  Office 
Establishment ;  and,aAer  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  bill  was  reported  with  several  amend- 
meots  thereto ;  which  were  read  and  severally 
eoDcarred  in  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  W.  Alston, 
farther  to  amend  the  said  bill,  by  striking  out  the 
thirty-ninth  section  thereof:  and  debate  arisins 
thereon,  an  adjournment  was  called  for,  and 
carried. 


Tuesday,  March  13. 

Mr.  GaoLsoif,  from  the  committee  appointed 
CD  the  ninth  instant,  presented  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Amey  Dardin  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  £pp£8,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Bayoham  ;  which  was  read  twice^  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Thursday 
DexL 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  committee  appoioted, 
00  the  first  ultimo,  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this 
HoQse,  of  the  twenty-second  of  January  last,  re- 
ported the  following  resolution ;  which  was  read, 
considered,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House,  to 
wit: 

Resolvedj  That  the  committee  to  whom  has 
heeo  referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  House, 
of  the  twenty-f^cond  of  January,  1810,  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  cause  or  causes  of  the 
great  mortality  in  that  detachment  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  ordered  for  the  defence  of 
New  Orleans;  and  that  the  committee  be  au- 
thorized to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

The  Speakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmit- 
ting, in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  second 
Instant,  a  statement  of  the  emoluments  and  ex- 
penditures of  the  Collector  of  Baltimore,  during 


the  years  1808  and  1809,  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKiM, 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  altering  the  times  of 
holding  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  Maryland  ;  and  that  they  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  McKim,  Mr.  Stephen  son, 
and  Mr.  Lylb,  be  appointed  a  committee,  pursu- 
ant to  the  said  resolution. 

ADJOUBNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  McKbb  called  for  the  consideration  of  his 
resolution  to  adjourn  on  the  2d  day  of  April. 

Mr.  Love  moved  to  amend  it  by  striking  out 
the  second  day  and  inserting  the  fourth  Monday. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  moved  to  postpone  it  till  Mon- 
day next. 

Mr.  Winn  moved  to  postpone  it  till  the  first 
Monday  in  April. 

Messrs.  Love,  W.Alston,  Nelson,  and  Smilie, 
advocated  a  postponement,  becapse  the  House 
had  not  yet  been  able  to  act  on  the  subject  of  our 
foreign  relations,  and  were  in  daily  expectation 
of  information  which  would  enable  them  to  act 
conclusively;  that  there  were  many  important 
subjects  before  the  House  to  be  decided  before 
adjournment,  and  which  it  would  be  impossible 
to  get  through  with  in  so  short  a  time;  that  it 
would  produce  no  good  now  to  adopt  the  resolu- 
tion, and  would  do  injury  by  creating  confu- 
sion, the  result  of  the  anxiety  of  each  member  to 
have  that  subject  first  decided  in  which  he  felt 
most  interested. 

Mr.  McKee  opposed  the  postponement,  because 
if  the  argument  of  the  pressure  of  business  was 
allowed,  it  would  hold  equally  good  against  ad- 
journment at  any  time,  and  Congress  would  be 
always  in  session ;  he  said  that  fixing  the  day  for 
adjournment  would  greatlv  accelerate  business, 
and  no  doubt  all  necessary  business  coald  be  done 
in  the  time  mentioned  in  the  resolution.  Mr. 
LivERMORE  was  iigainst  postponement  because 
he  could  not  conceive  why  the  session  should  be 
prolonged ;  he  had  heard  on  all  hands  that  good 
news  had  been  received  from  Europe,  and  he  con- 
ceived, therefore,  Congress  bad  nothing  to  do  but 
to  adjourn  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  thus  put 
an  end  to  the  non-intercourse  law. 

The  motion  for  postponement  till  the  2d  Mon- 
day in  April,  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas 
39,  nays  79,  as  follows : 

TxAS — Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Camp- 
bell, Matthew  Clay,  John  Gloptoa,  William  Crawford, 
Gideon  Gardner,  Daniel  Heister,  William  Helms, 
James  Holland,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  John  Love,  Rob- 
ert Marion,  Alexander  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Gordon  ti.  Mum- 
ford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholaon, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  John  Rhea  of  Tennoasee,  John 
Roane,  Ebenezar  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Adam  8ey- 
bert,  Daniel  Shefiey,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith*  John 
Smith,  John  Thompson,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Robert 
WhitehiU,  and  Richard  Winn. 
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Nat  I — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Barwell  Bassett,  Daniel 
Blaisdeil,  Jamea  Breckenridge,  Robert  Brown,  Wil- 
liam A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun, 
John  C.  Chamberlain,  William  Chamberlin,  Epa- 
phrodjtus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Howell 
Cobb,  James  Cox,  Henry  Crist,  Richard  Cuttn,  John 
Davenport,  jun.,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  John  W.  EppeK,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack 
Franklin,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  jr.,  Pe- 
terson Goodwyn,'  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  Wil- 
liam Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  Philip  B. 
Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Edward  8t.  Loe  Liver- 
more,  Robert  LeRoy  Livingston,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Sam- 
uel McKee,  William  Milnor,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thos. 
Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jun., 
John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Quincy,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Matthias  Rich- 
ards, Erastus  Root,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
Dennis  Smelt,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis 
B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  John 
Taylor,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Ja- 
bez  Upham,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  Weak- 
ley, Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  James  Wil- 
son, and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

The  further  consideratioa  of  the  resolution  was 
then  postponed  till  Monday  next,  ayes  71. 

CENSUS,  Sec 

The  House  took  up  the  amenJnients  of  the 
Senate  to  the  census  bill.  The  bill  as  it  went 
from  the  House  provides  that  the  enumeration 
shall  commence  in  August  next,  and  the  returns 
shall  be  made  within  nine  months  thereafter. 
One  of  the  Senate's  amendments  is  to  make  it 
commence  in  June  and  be  concluded  in  five 
months.  This  amendment  was  after  debate  disa* 
greed  to,  and  the  other  amendments  by  the  Sen- 
ate agreed  to. 

The  House  referred  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  to  prevent  the  issuing  of  sea- 
letters,  except  to  certain  vessels,  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 

'   for  regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment ;  and, 

after  some  discussion  of  amendments  proposed  to 

itj  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  March  14. 

Mr.  Holland,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  twenty-fifth  of  January  last  on  the  petition 
of  Return  J.  Meigs,  jun..  and  others,  presented  a 
bill  giving  a  further  compensation  to  the  witnesses 
and  venire  who  attended  the  trial  of  Aaron  Burr, 
before  thecircuit. court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  district  of  Virginia,  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  ComHiittee  of  the  Whole  on 
Friday  next. 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  and  report  received 
▼esterday  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
be  committed' to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  re- 


lief  of  the  Collectors  of  Philadelphia  aad  Nor- 
folk. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  reg- 
ulating the  Post  Office  Department;  and  tbe 
question  depending  and  undetermined  at  the  time 
of  adjournment  yesterday,  to  strike  out  the  thirty- 
ninth  section  of  the  bill,  was  again  stated,  and  the 
same  being  taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  negi- 
tive. 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  tomorrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoose 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  third  cea- 
sus,  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  Slates,"  which  have  been  disagreed  to  hy 
this  House ;  and  ask  a  conference  upon  tbe  sob* 
ject-matter  thereof. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  ThompsoQ, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

POST  OFFICE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  Stanford  said  that  as  he  intended,  vben 
the  post  office  bill  came  under  considerauoo,  to 
move  to  discontinue  the  express  mail  to  New 
Orleans,  Athens,  Georgia,  or  at  least  a  part  of  it, 
he  wished  to  obtain  an  accoum  of  the  expense  of 
it,  which  was  enormous.  He  believed  it  had  cost 
more  than  9100,000  since  its  establishment,  aad 
the  proceeds  from  it  had  been  liitW  or  nothing  Iq 
comparison. 

Mr.  Stanford  then  moved  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resohed,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  directe^ 
to  report  to  this  House  the  annual  amount  of  expendi- 
ture incurred  by  the  General  Post  Office,  in  coaTeyiog 
the  mails  from  this  city,  by  Athens,  in  Georgia,  to  Ne« 
Orleans,  with  the  proceeds- of  the  same,  from  the  estab- 
lishment of  that  route  to  the  present  time  ;  disttnguuh- 
ing  the  amount  incurred  from  this  to  the  Coweta  towns 
from  the  remainder  of  the  route. 

Mr.  Lton  moved  to  add  to  the  end  therco) 
tbe  following:  "And,  also,  what  is  the  probabh 
amount  of  tne  postage  of  letters  carried  on  tbaj 
route,  and  the  time  saved  in  the  carriage  of  lei 
ters  thereon." 

The  motions,  af^er  some  conversation  betweei 
Messrs.  Sbbffey,  Taylor,  Rbea  of  Tennessee 
Taylor,  Stanford,  Lyon,  W.  Alston,  Bib^ 
and  Clay,  were  a^rreed  to. 

CLAIM  OF  MOSES  YOUNG. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claiosi 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Moses  YoQn( 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Con 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  same  committee,  aid 
made  a  detailed  report  of  facts  relating  to  Ui 
case  of  the  said  Moses  Young,  which  wascoQ 
mitted  to  the  same  Committee  or  the  Whole.  Ti 
report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  petitioner  was  engaged  by  Henry  Laurel 
Esq.,  as  secretary  of  his  embassy  to  Holland,  at  a  si 
ary  of  £600  iterling,  aa  authorised  by  a  reaolation 
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L'ongrett ;  that  he  embarked  with  Mr.  Laarene  on  the 
md  miMioii,  wae  captured  by  the  Brituh,  carried  to 
BDgland,  aod   impriioned ;    effected,  hie   eacape  to 
Prance,  where  he  aided  in  the  execution  of  the  public 
iamtn  in  Dr.  FrankUn'a  office;  and,  upon  the  en- 
ATgement  of  Mr.  Laurens,  in  April,  1783,  joined  him 
in  London,  and  aerred  a^i  hia  lecretary,  and  with  Dr. 
PrinUm,  until  the  9Ui  of  July,  1788,  at  which  period 
the  object*  of  the  minion  of  Mr.  Lanreni  baring,  in 
oonseqaflDce  of  hia  capture  and  detention  in  Englaiid, 
been  intnuted  to  Mr.  Adams,  the  petitioner,  with  a 
Tkw  to  lave  ezpenae  to  the  United  States,  with  the 
ipprobttion  of  Mr.  Latirens,  diicontinued  his  serrioes 
II  wcretaiy.    In  consequence  of  the  failure  in  the 
miflfion  of  Mr.  Laurens,  in  the  object  to  which  it  was 
directed,  that  gentleman  expressed  a  determination  not 
to  receiTs  from  Congress  his  salary  as  Minister,  and 
•dTiicd  the  petitioner  to  accept  the  one-half  the  salary 
to  which  he  was  entitled  as  secretary ;  to  which  recom- 
mendation the  petitioner  acceded ;  transmitted  his  ac- 
eoont  for  services  from  the  1 6th  of  October,  1779,  up 
to  the  5th  of  February,  1783,  (when  his  serrices  were 
int  iccepted  by  Br.  Franklin,)  at  £860  steriing  uffr 
mnam,  whidi  account  was  so  liquidated  and  settled  at 
theTrosury  of  the  United  States,  on  the  2 1st  August, 
1763,  a  reservation  being  made  by  Mr.  Toung,  and  by 
hii  agent,  of  his  right  to  salary,  from  the  said  6th  of 
Felmry,  to  the  customary  allowance  for  time  and 
apenaes  o(  returning  to  the  United  States,  and  for 
atmst.    Mr.  Laurens,  however,  having  sustained 
bvei  by  depreciation  of  Continental  money,  aiter- 
vvdfl  felt  himself  justified  in  receiving  from  ihe  Gov- 
fliuDent  the  full  amount  of  his  salary ;  upon  infor- 
Bttion  of  which  fact,  the  petitioner,  having  been  anb- 
jKted  to  an  adverse  fortune,  conceived  himself^  enti- 
ced, without  question  of  his  patriotism,  to  ask  of  the 
Caited  States,  in  their  state  of  prosperity,  the  sati#^ 
faction  of  a  debt,  which,  at  the  period  of  their  difficul- 
an,  he  had  declined  exacting ;  and  did,  aceordingly, 
« the  3d  of  May,  1787,  present  to  the  Accountant  of 
^  Treasury,  a  claim  for  the  payment  of  the  balance 
tf  hb  salary  and  the  allowance  of  three  months'  wages 
far  time  and  expense  of  returning  to  the  United  States ; 
*hich  claim  was^  by  the  Accountant,  referred  to  the 
Board  of  Treasury  on  the  11th  of  August,  1788,  and 
^  not  appear  to  have  been  by  them  acted  upon.    In 
lumber,  1792,  Mr.  Young  presented  a  petition  to 
CoD^reip  for  the  satisfaction  of  his  claim,  which  was, 
^  the  House  of  Representatives,  referred  to  the  Secre- 
^  of  the  Treasury,  who  does  not  appear  to  have 
Bade  a  report    The  petitioner  having  reaided  abroad 
Bctil J  deven  years,  as  secretary  to  one  of  the  Minis- 
ten  at  the  Court  of  Spain,  and  as  an  American  Con- 
|qI  it  Madrid,  the  care  of  soliciting  his  claim  has  been 
introfted  to  his  agenU  in  the  United  States,  by  whom 
it  iasKvenl  times  since  December,  179S^  been  brought 
^re  Congress,  submitted  to  the  investigation  of  the 
^tary  of  State,  and  of  committees  of  both  Houses, 
lod  has  obtained  on  each  refisrence  the  confirmation  of 
^  Secretary  and  committees  of  the  justice  and  merits 
tf  the  claim. 

Toor  committee,  taking  into  vieir  the  sacrifices,  suf- 
fanngs,  and  meritorious  services  of  the  petitioner,  es- 
Uliahed  by  the  certificate  of  the  Ut^  Henry  Laurens, 
uq^  and  other  respectable  evidence;  the  patriotic 
Bonadcration  which  prevented  his  claiming  the  whole 
>ibiy  due  him ;  his  subsequent  disappointments  and 
fai^S-coDtinued  daim  for  settlement  since  May,  1787, 
Be  of  opmion  that  his  claim  is  just.    It  is  a  fact  not 

nth  Con.  2d  Sess.— 49 


disputed,  that  the  petitioner  presented  an  abstract  of 
his  claim  to  the  proper  officers  of  the  Treasury,  on  the 
3d  of  May,  1787,  which  is  established  by  the  docu- 
ments of  the  public  offices,  and  the  account  itself 
taken  from  the  Treasury  on  the  ISth  of  February, 
1806,  by  the  petitioner,  and  now  before  the  House  wiih 
his  petition.  The  presentation  of  the  claim  at  that 
time  prevented  the  resolve  of  Congress  from  barring 
the  claim. ,  The  resolve  was  adopted  on  the  28d  of 
July,  1787»  in  the  following  words,  viz:  ** Re9ohed^ 
That  all  persons  having  uiUiquidated  claims  againsl 
the  United  States  pertaining  to  the  late  commissary's* 
quartermaster's,  hospital,  ck>thier's,  or  marine  depart- 
ment, shall  exhibit  particular  abstracts  of  such  daima 
to  the  proper  commissioner  appointed  to  aettle  the  a^ 
counts  of  those  departments,  within  eight  months  from 
the  date  hereof ;-  and  all  persons  having  other  unliqui- 
dated claims  against  the  United  States,  shall  exhibit  a 
particular  abstract  thereof  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  within  one  year  from 
the  date  hereof;  and  all  accounts,  not  exhibited  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  preduded  from  settlement  or  allow- 
ance." From  the  foregoing  drcumstanoes,  your  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  Uie  aaid  Moses  Young  has  a 
just  claim  on  the  United  States  for  the  ftiQ  amount  of 
his  salary,  at  the  rate  or£AOO  sterling  per  annum,  from 
the  18th  of  October,  1779,  to  the  9th  of  October,  178S, 
including  the  usual  allowance  of  three  months  for  re* 
turning  to  the  United  States ;  and  that,  after  deducting 
the  sum  received  from  Dr.  Franklin,  and  by  his  attor- 
ney, Joseph  Nourse,  the  balance,  with  interaat  thereon, 
ought  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States. 
The  committee  ask  leave  to  report  by  bill. 

CLAIM  FOR  INDIAN  DEPREDATIONS. 

Mr.  WiTHERSPOON,  from  the  committee  ap« 
pointed  on  the  fourteenth  ultimo,  on  the  petition 
of  Alexander  Scott,  made  a  report  thereon,  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  on  Friday  next.  The,  report  is  as  fol- 
lows :  '  

That  in  the  month  of  February j  1794,  William 
Scott,  Jamea  Pettigrew,  and  John  Pettigrew,  of  South 
Carolina,  left  that  State,  with  a  view  of  establishing 
themselves  in  the  -present  Mississippi  Territory,  and 
took  with  them  twenty-one  negro  alavea,  with  goods 
and  chattels  to  the  value  of  more  than  one  thousand 
dollars ;  that  they  proceeded  in  safety  on  their  journey 
as  far  as  the  Muscle  Shoals,  on  the  river  Tennessee, 
where  they  were  attacked,  about  the  9th  of  June,  1794, 
l^  a  party  of  Cherokee  'Indians,  who  put  to  death  all 
the  white  people  of  the  family,  and  took  possesdon  of 
and  carried  away  the  negroea  and  other  property.  It 
appears,  also,  to  youir  committee,  that  repeated  endeav- 
ors have  been  made,  at  very  great  expense,  to  recover 
the  aforesaid  property,  without  any  otner  success  than 
the  recovery  of  a  negro  child ;  and  that  the  persons 
legally  entitled  to  the  said  property  are  forever  fore- 
closed from  any  remedy  by  which  to  recover  the  same, 
in  consequence  of  the  stipulations  of  the  ninth  article 
of  a  treaty  made  with  the  Cherokee  Indians  on  the  2d 
day  of  October,  1798,  which  article  is  in  the  following 
words :  <'  It  is  mutually  agreed  between  the  parties 
that  the  horses  stplen,  and  not  returned  within  ninety 
days,  shall  be  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  nxty  dollars  each. 
If  stolen  by  a  white  man,  dtizen  of  the  United  States, 
the  Indian  proprietor  shall  be  paid  in  cash;  and  if  sto- 
len by  an  Indian  from  a  dttzen,  to  be  deducted,  as  ex- 
J  pressed  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Phfla- 
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delphia.     This  aittcle  shall  hftva  rettotipeci  to  the 
commencement  of  the  fint  conferences  at  this  place  in 
the  present  year,  and  no  farther.    And  all  animosities, 
aggressions,  thefts,  and  plunderings,  prior  to  that  day, 
shall  cease,  and  be  no  longer  remembered  or  demanded 
on  either  side."     By  the  above  recited  artide,  the 
petitioners  are  wholly  deprived  of  redress  in  the  prem- 
ises.   If  there  existed  any  tribunal  of  justice  before 
whom  the  case  oonld  be  brought,  the  right  of  the  peti- 
tioners to  the  said  negro  slaves  and  their  increase 
would  doubtless  be  established.    But  there  is  no  court 
within  the  United  States  having  cognisance  of  an 
action  for  the  recovery  of  property  held  within  the  In- 
dian boundary.    Neither  is  it  in  the  power  of  the  peti- 
tioners to  avul  themselves  of  force  or  stratagem,  where- 
by to  regain  possession  of  the  aforesaid  slaves  and  their 
increase,  bemuse  they  would  be  liable  to  puniiriiment 
for  a  violation  of  the  statute  of  Ae  United  States  reg- 
ulating intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes.    From  these 
premises,  it  appears  to  y^wr  committee  that  die  petition* 
•rs  have  an  undoubted  right  to  the  above-mentioned 
slaves  and  their  increase,  and  that  they  have  been  de- 
prived of  all  remedy  for  their  recovery  by  the  acts  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States ;  that  the  volun- 
tary renunciation  of  their  rights  by  the  Government 
gives  to  the  petitioners  a  foir  daim  on  the  Government 
for  indemnification.    Your  committee,  therefore,  under 
an  impression  that  the  aforesaid  slaves  would  be  deliv- 
ered to  the  agent  of  the  United  States  for  Indian  Af- 
fairs among  the  Cherokee  Indians  upon  conditions 
more  fovordlile  to  the  United  States  than  a  foil  remu- 
neration of  their  value  to  the  petitioners,  respectfully 
submit  the  following  resolution : 

Re$aivedt  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is  rea- 
sonable, and  ^at  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  authorized  and  requested  to  treat,  by  such  commis- 
sioner as  he  shall  appoint,  for  the  delivery  to  the  right- 
ful owners  of  the  slaves  and  their  increase  taken  from 
William  Scott,  James  Pettigrew,  and  John  Pettigrew, 
on  or  about  the  9th  of  June,  1794,  by  a  party  of  the 
Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  at  or  near  the  Muscle 
Shoals,  on  tho  river  Tennessee,  upon  such  equitable 
conditions  as  to  him  shall  a{^ear  just  and  reasonable. 

BATTURE  AT  NEW  ORLEANS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  '^providing  the  means  to 
ascertain  the  title  to  the  batture  io  front  of  the 
suburb  of  St.  Mary,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans.** 

[The  bill  provides  that  "it  shall  be  lawfhlfor  the 
daimants  or  their  legal  representatives^  to  institute 
a  suit  or  suits  in  the  district  court  of  tbe  United 
States,  for  the  Orleans  district,  according  to  the  forms 
now  used  in  the  courts  of  said  Territory,  against 
the  Attorney  of  the  United  States,  for  the  said 
district,  who  shall  be  made  defendant  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  United  States,  for  the  express  purpose 
of  defending  their  title  to  the  said  batture,  &c.,  and 
when  the  issue  shall  be  joined  or  the  pleadings  made 
up  and  settled  in  the  said  district  court,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  judges  of  the  said  court,  to  designate  by 
sin  order  entered  of  record,  as  part  of  the  proceedings 
in  such  case,  some  one  of  the  circuit  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  where,  in  his  opinion,  a  fair  and  impartial 
trial  can  be  had ;  and  which  circuit  court,  so  designated, 
is  hereby  authorized  to  proceed  to  final  trial,  both  as 
to  law  and  fact,  in  like  manner  as  if  such  suit  had 
been  instituted  in  such  court,  and  had  arisen  within  its 
jurisdiction,  but  according  to  the  forms  used  in  the 


courts  of  said  Territory,  and  the  laws  in  force  then 
when  the  removal  aforesaid  took  place.  And  a  trtoi- 
cript  of  Uie  record  shall  be  furnished  the  plaintifik,  bj 
the  said  district  court,  which  being  authentictted  in 
the  usual*  form,  md  filed  with  the  cleA  of  such  circuit 
court,  shall  be  sufficient  authority  for  such  cooit  ts 
proceed  to  final  trial.  And  the  judgment  or  ^ecm  d 
such  circuit  court  may  be  reviewed  and  revened  or 
afiirmed  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  on 
appeal  or  writ  of  error  prosecutied  by  other  ptitf, 
within  — —  after  such  judgment  or  decree  shall  hm 
been  finally  rendered  or  pronounced  in  such  drcdl 
court,  »c J 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  strike  oat  the  whole  of  the 
bill  from  the  enacting  clause,  and  to  insert  the 
following  as  an  amendment : 

«  That  the  interest  in  or  title  to  the  battore  frost- 
ing the  suburb  of  St.  Mary,  in  the  city  of  New  0^ 
leans,  which  may  have  vested  in  the  United  8ttt«  by| 
the  treaty  of  cession  between  the  United  States  iDdj 
France,  concluded  at  Parb  the  30th  of  April,  1803,  bej 
transferred  to  and  vested  in  the  corporation  of  the  dt| 
of  New  Orleans,  so  fox  as  to  enable  said  coipor&Uo&  U^ 
defend  any  suit  oi  action  which  may  be  instituted  Sob 
the  recovery  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  said  bi^ 
ture,  in  any  court  having  competent  power  and  joi' 
diction  to  hear  and  determine  the  same ;  and  if  do 
or  action  shall  be  instituted  and  prosecuted  to 
judgment  or  deciee  within  ^— years,  all  indindi 
claim,  right  or  title  to  the  said  batture  shall  hencefo 
be  forever  barred. 


itiuf  6c  tZ/^r/Aer  enocfeti,  That  the  raid  battue  lbs 
be  used  and  enjoyed  as  a  public  highway  and  landia 
place,  as  well  by  the  cittsene  of  the  United  States  as  tfa 
inhabitants  of  tho  city  of  New  Orleans,  who  shall 
tinue  to  use  and  enjoy  the  right  of  digging  and  c 
ing  earth  from  the  said  batture,  for  maUng  aod 
pairing  public  streets  and  levees  and  other  piirpoN 
which  they  were  accustomed  to  use  aii4  enj<7  ^^ 
the  late  Spanish  Government." 

Mr.  Shetfey  called  for  a  division  of  the  que 
tion,  so  as  to  take  it  first  on  striking  out.         j 

Kfr.  Bibb  said  he  felt  no  disposition  to  deli 
unnecessarily  a  conclusion  of  the  subject,  or  t 
trespass  on  the  patience  of  the  Committee.  I) 
deed,  said  he.  if  my  regard  for  the  feelings  of  othe 
could  poaaibiy  permit  me  from  day  to  dav  lo 
dress  an  assembly  unwilling  to  hear,  (of  which 
fortunately  for  this  body,  and  for  the  nation, 
have  too  many  examples,)  I  confess  the  respecj 
feel  for  mvself  would  forbid  it.  But,  sir,  call^ 
upon  to  adopt  a  measure  which  innovates  on  t] 
established  usages  of  the  country,  sets  a  precede 
the  most  dangerous  and  alarm  ing,  places  theGj 
ernment  under  the  control  of  intrigue,  and,  in  i 
apprehension,  sacriffces  the  sovereignly  oN 
nation  on  the  altar  of  inordinate  speculation 
cannot,  nor  will  I  be  silent. 

Pass  this  biU — pursue  this  extraordinary  cool 
of  proceeding,  and  it  becomes  the  entering  wed 
which  is  to  enable  a  horde  of  speculators  who  I 
fest  the  Capitol,  and  distract  the  nation,  to  i 
umph  over  the  virtue  of  the  country.  And  I 
believe  that  the  bill  is  supported  by  a  portiori 
this  assembly  with  a  view  to  that  object,  i 
sir,  it  is  the  object  of  some  gentlemen  to  establ 
a  precedent  in  favor  of  the  Tazoo  claimants,  i 
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I  wish  it  to  be  understood.    Can  those  who  are 
villiog  on  the  present  occasion  to  ^rant  a  priri- 
1«^  to  Mr.  LiYingston,  unheard  of  in  the  history 
onhis  Gorernment,  refuse  with  any  sort  of  con- 
sisteDcy  the  same  privilege  to  other  intruders  who 
bare  been  remoTed  from  the  public  lands  in  the 
same  way  and  under  the  same  law  ?    They  can- 
not, nor  IS  it  their  intention  to  do  so.    It  Is  true, 
attempts  have  been  made  to  distinguish  the  case 
of  tbe  petitioner  from  that  of  the  Yazoo  claimants 
who  were  removed  from  land  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory ;  but  whatever  difference  there  may  be 
in  the  origin  of  their  claims,  none  exists  in  the 
treatment  the  individuals  have  received,  nor  can 
any  reasons  be  urged  for  granting  a  ludlcial  trial 
in  the  one  case,  which  are  not  equally  applicable 
to  the  other.    But^  sir,  we  are  told  that  the  case 
of  the  petitioner  involves  the  very  existence  of 
our  free  Government — that  he  has  been  removed 
from  bis  property  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet — 
and  that  if  such  an  example  shall  b^  sanctioned 
by  tbe  Representatives  of  the  people,  every  man 
in  the  nation  becomes  a  tenant  at  the  will  of  the 
President.    It  is  not  my  purpose  to  inquire  why 
this  case  alone  should  produce  so  much  excite- 
Blent  when  the  removal  of  hundreds  in  the  same 
vaj  has  passed  unnoticed ;  but  I  will  show,  in 
(be  coarse  of  my  remarks,  that  all  we  have  heard 
opoo  the  subject  is  mere  declamation,  and  that 
tbe  fearful  apprehensions  which  have  been  ex- 
pressed by  some  gentlemen  are  perfectly  unfound- 
ii-  As  to  the  appeals  which  have  been  made  to 
the  sympathies  of  tbe  Committee,  and  the  charge 
vbicb  has  been  urged  of  wanton  oppression  on 
(he  part  of  the  President  towards  this  individual, 
they  cannot  reach  my  feelines.    However  much 
loajrfeel  for  the  people  of  New  Orleans,  who 
iiiTe  been  disturbed  in  the  use  of  the  batture, 
Thicb  they  had  been  accustomed  to  enjoy  ever 
^ce  it  existed,  I  have  no  svmpathy  for  the  dis- 
turber of  their  repose.    While  tne  Legislative  and 
KxecQtive  departments  of  the  Government  have 
^n  asing  their  best  endeavors  to  conciliate  the 
affections  of  those  people,  this  man  has  not  been 
less  busy  in  creating  discontent  among  them.    He 
^asbeen  the  evil  genius  of  the  Territory,  and  when 
gentlemen  undertake  to  declaim  against  the  con- 
coct of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  in  favor  of  his  inno- 
cence, they  should  recollect  the  circumstances 
QQder  which  he  riemoved  to  New  Orleans.    It  is 
impossible  that  any  man  in  his  senses  can  believe 
^r.  Livingston  has  aeauired  a  just  claim  to  a 
Property  worth  from  half  a  million  to  one  million 
<^f  dollars,  the  value  of  which  was  as  well  known 
Id  others  as  to  himself,  when  it  is  notorious  that 
^i  is  a  bankrupt — a  public  defaulter  to  a  very  large 
>moQat.  [Mr.  Poinuexter  called  Mr.  B.  to  order, 
Mr.  B.  replied,  Sit  down,  sir,  I  am  in  order,  you 
^re  not.    The  Chairuan,  according  to  the  rule 
cf  the  House,  required  Mr.  B.  to  sit  down,  and 
Mr.  P.  to  state  in  Writing  the  words  objected  to, 
vbich  were  "  it  is  notorious  that  the  petitioner  is 
A  bankrupt.'*    Mr.  B.  had  leave  of  the  Chair  to 
^plaio.    He  considered  himself  within  the  strict 
mie  of  order.    His  object  was  to  show  that  the 
ntnation  of  the  petitioner  rendered  it  almost  im- 


possible that  he  could  have  acquired  a  fair  claim 
to  the  properly  in  question;  that  it  must  be  a  col- 
lusive speculation,  and  therefore  that  he  was  not 
entitled  to  the  peculiar  favor  of  the  National  Le- 
gislature. Indeed,  said  Mr.  B.,  if  I  am  not  mis- 
taken, he  has  acknowledged  the  fact  in  his  peti- 
tion, for  mentioning  which  I  have  been  inter- 
rupted by  the  Delegate  from  the  Mississippi 
Territory.  The  Chairman  declared  Mr.B.  to  be 
in  order.]  Mr.  Bibb  then  proceeded  to  state,  that 
whatever  claim  Mr.  Livingston  had,  might  nave 
been  submitted  to  the  Commissioners  for  the 
Orleans  Territory,  who  were  authorized  to  decide 
on  land  claims  of  every  description  :  and  that,  if 
his  claim  had  been  laid  before  them^  he  would  not 
have  been  removed  pending  a  decision  upon  it. 
The  law,  said  he.  which  required  his  removal 
from  the  batture  expressly  provides  that  persons 
holding  complete  titles  may.  and  the  holders  of 
incomplete  titles  shall  file  tneir  claims,  and  in 
either  case  that  they  shall  not  be  disturbed  in  their 
possession  until  the  Commissioners  shall  have  re- 
ported to  Congress.  Mr.  Livingston  was  not  con- 
tented with  the  sstme  privileges  which  other 
claimants  enioyed — with  the  same  tribunal,  and 
the  only  tribunal  to  which  others  could  appeal. 
But^  sir,  this  House  is  called  upon  to  legislate  for 
his  particular  case;  to  grant  him  a  peculiar  and 
distinguished  privilege  which  has  never  before 
been  awarded  to  any  man  in  this  nation.  And 
why  1  Because,  having  taken  possession  of  the 
public  property,  and  refusing  to  submit  his  claim 
to  the  Commissioners  who  had  competent  power 
and  authority  to  hear  and  determine  it,  he  has 
been  removed  according  to  law,  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet.  He  cannot  plead  ignorance  of  the 
law,  and  I  repeat^  thkt  until  June  1808,  he  might 
have  filed  his  claim  and  had  it  decided  before  the 
same  tribunal  which  decides  on  all  other  land 
claims  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans ;  that  if  he  had 
complied  with  the  requisitions  of  the  laW,  he 
would  not  have  been  removed  ;  that  having  failed 
to  do  so,  he  has  acted  in  his  own  wrong,  and  his 
removal  by  military  force  has  been  the  necessary 
consequence. 

But,  sir,  there  is  another  aspect  in  which  this 
subject  preseiits  itself,  entitled  to  tbe  most  attentive 
consideration  of  the  Committee.  If  m^  construe* 
tion  of  the  law  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the 
titles  and  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans be  correct,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  this 
claim,  notwithstanding  it  has  not  been  filed,  is 
now  pending  before  the  Commissioners.  Tnat 
law,  after  enumerating  many  matters  atid  things 
which  the  Commissioners  shall  have  power  to 
examine  and  determine,  adds  the  power  to  ^'de- 

*  eide  them  in  a  summary  way,  according  to  jus- 

*  tice  and  equity,  on  all  claims  filed  with  the  re- 
'  gister  or  recorder,  in  conformity  with  the  provi- 
^  sions  of  this  act,  and  on  all  complete  French  or 
'  Spanish  grants,  the  evidence  of  which,  though 
'  not  thus  filed,  may  be  found  of  record  on  the 
^  public  records  of  such  grants."  If  the  petition- 
er has  any  color  of  title  whatsoever  it  can  t>e  found 
of  record,  and  therefore  is  fairly  before  the  Com- 
missioners.  That  it  was  intended,  Mr.  Chairman, 
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they  should  haye  the  power  to  decide  od  perfect 
titles  whether  filed  or  not,  is  evident  from  a  sub- 
sequent provision  of  the  law,  which  authorizes 
them  not  to  consic'er  a  grant  conclusive  evidence 
of  title,  unless  they  are  satisfied  that  such  grant 
is  neitner  antedated  nor  otherwise  fraudulent. 
Now,  if  their  authority  to  decide  is  limited  to 
claims  only  which  are  filed,  this  provision  is 
wholly  nugatory,  because  no  man  holding  an  an- 
tedated or  fraudylent  grant  would  ever  think  of 
filing  it.  If  then  they  have  the  power  to  ezanoiine 
and  decide  this  case,  it  has  become  their  indis- 
pensable duty  to  exercise  it.  They  were  appointed 
with  the  powers  of  a  court,  but  exempted  from 
the  formalities  of  counts,  for  the  purpose  of  detect- 
ing fraud  and  collusion,  and  of  adjusting  in  a 
summary  way  all  disputed  claims  to  land  within 
the  Territory  of  Orleans.  That  this  claim  is  dis- 
puted the  Commissioners  cannot  now  be  ignorant, 
and  unless  they  have  been  guihy  of  a  dereliction 
of  duty,  it  must  at  this  moment  either  be  de- 
cided orjpending before  them.  This  circumstance 
alone  aflfords  a  sufiicient  objection  to  the  passage 
of  the  bill  before  you,  at  least  until  the  Commis- 
sioners shall  have  made  their  report  to  Congress. 
But,  sir,  there  are  other  insuperable  objections  to 
the  bill.  While  it  is  admitted  that  persons  hold- 
ing perfect  titles  are  not  compelled  to  file  them, 
no  man  can  deny  that  according  to  law  the  claim 
of  every  holder  of  imperfect  title  which  was  not 
filed  before  June,  1808,  is  forfeited.  It  is  expressly 
enacted  that  the  evidence  of  such  claims  shall 
never  be  admitted  in  any  court  of  the  United 
States.  What  is  proposed  to  be  done  by  this  bill  ? 
Why,  sir,  to  renew  whatever  claim,  right,  or  title, 
the  petitioner  mav  have  had,  and  which  by  his 
own  act  has  been  forfeited.  Is  there  any  evidence 
before  the  House  of  a  continuity  of  perfect  title 
to  the  property  in  question  7  .  There  is  none,  and 
if  gentlenien  are  determined  to  submit  this  case 
to  a  judicial  decision,  be  it  so ;  but  do  not  adopt 
the  provisions  of  thisbilij  which,  instead  of  author- 
izing a  trial  on  the  merits  of  the  claim  as  it  now 
exists,  renews  rights  which  may  have  been  for- 
feited. This  would  be  an  act  of  injustice  to  other 
claimants,  and  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
to  which  I  trust  a  majority  oT  this  assembly  will 
not  consent.  The  amendment  I  have  proposed 
submits  the  case  to  the  ordinary  judicial  tribunal, 
without  adding  to,  or  taking  from  the  validity  of 
the  claim,  and  places  the  petitioner  precisely  on 
the  ground  he  would  occupy,  if  the  dispute  were 
between  him  and  any  individual  in  the  Orleans 
Territory.  Does  justice  demand  that  more  should 
be  done?  Certainly  not.  The  people  of  the 
United  States  are  one  party,  Mr.  Livingston  the 
other  party,  and  if  the  people  of  the  United  Slates 
consent  to  grant  him  a  trial  before  the  same  tri- 
bunal which  would  decide  between  individuals, 
I  ask  you,  sir,  whether  in  common  justice  he  can 
claim  any  more?  To  grant  him  any  advantage 
he  could  not  otherwise  enjoy,  because  the  United 
States  happen  to  be  a  party  in  the  case,  would  be 
assuming  the  principle  that  less  is  due  to  the  peo- 
ple in  their  aggregate  capacity  than  to  an  indi- 
vidual.   The  truth  is,  that  Congress  alone  have 


the  risht  to  decide  t)n  the  claims  of  the  natioD, 
and  if  they  delegate  the  power  to  determine  io 
this  case  to  any  court  whatsoever,  it-is  an  act  of 
special  favor  to  the  petitioner.    Sir,  if  the  ordi- 
nary course  were  pursued  on  the  present  occasioD, 
we  should  examine  the  merits  of  his  claim  and 
decide  upon  it  by  resolving  ^' that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner  is  reasonable  and  ought  to  be  grant- 
ed," or  '^unreasonable  and  ought  not  to  be  grant- 
ed," and  there  would  be  an  end  to  the  qaestion. 
When  gentlemen  undertake  to  assert  that  it  is 
not  within  the  province  of  Congress  to  decide 
claims  of  this  description,  they  surely  forget  that 
Congress  alone  have  decided  all  such  claims  from 
the  commencement  of  the  Government,  and  that 
no  other  department  has  the  power  to  decide 
them.    But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Sheffey)  tells  you  that  by  the  Constitution  the 
judicial    power  extends  to  all  controversies  to 
which  the  United  States  are  a  party,  whether  ia 
the  capacity  of  plaintifi*  or  defendant.    This  is 
the  first  time,  sir,  I  ever  heard  the  opinion  ad* 
vanced  that  tne  United  States  are  suable.    Per- 
mit me  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  if  the 
United  States  are  suable,  why  Mr.  Livingston  has 
not  commenced  his  action  against  them?    And 
if  Congress  are  not  competent  to  decide  his  claim, 
why  his  petition  has  been  presented  to  this  House? 
[Mr.  Sbeffey  explained.]   Mr.  B.  said  if  the  gen- 
tleman abandons  the  ground  of  the  suability  of  the 
Government,  I  shall  say  nothing  more  upon  the 
subject.    But.  sir,  such  a  doctrine  is  perfectljr  in- 
compatible with  every  idea  of  sovereignty,  and 
never  has  been  sanctioned  in  any  country. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  great  difficulties  and 
difi*erence8  which  have  arisen  in  the  present  de- 
bate are  the  consequence  of  confounding  the  rights 
of  the  States  which  compose  this  Union,  with  the 
rights  of  the  Territories.  Gentlemen  have  said, 
that  according  to  the  Constitution,  no  man  can 
be  deprived  of  his  land  without  a  trial  by  jury, 
and  therefctre,  the  removal  of  the  petitioner  from 
the  batture  without  such  a  trial  was  illegal  and 
unconstitutional.  I  admit  the  correctness  of  this 
doctrine  in  its  application  to  the  States,  but  I 
deny  it  in  relation  to  the  Territories.  The  Coa- 
stitution  is  a  compact  between  the  States — the 
ordinance  of  1787  is  the  compact  between  the  Ter- 
ritories and  the  United  States,  and  is  to  the  Ter- 
ritories what  the  Constitution  is  to  the  States. 
Political  and  civil  rights  are  guarantied  by  the 
Constitution  to  the  people  of  the  States,  which 
are  withheld  from  the  citizens  of  the  Territories. 
And,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  yielded 
this  ground  upon  the  present  occasion^  if  I  have 
not  mistaken  the  tenor  of  his  resolution.  As  I 
understand  it^  he  proposes  to  appoint  Commis- 
sioners  to  decide  the  dispute  between  the  United 
States  and  the  petitioner,  whose  decision  shall  be 
final  and  conclusive.  Now,  I  ask  him,  and  the 
Committee,  where  is  the  trial  by  jury  ?  Suppose 
the  property  in  dispute  were  within  the  limits  o( 
a  State  and  had  not  been  expressly  ceded  by  the 
State  to  the  Gkneral  Government,  would  not  a 
proposition  to  determine  on  the  claim  of  any  ia^ 
dividual  to  such  property  without  a  regular  ja^ 
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dteial  trial  be  obTiously  UDConstitutioDal  ?  Cer- 
tainly, sir.  Aod  fet,  uotil  the  present  moment, 
the  right  of  Congress  to  determine  by  com m is- 
sionen  all  land  claims  in  the  Territoriei  never  has 
been  questioned.  It  has  been  the  uniform  course 
of  proceeding  eyer  since  the  commencement  of 
the  Gorernment.  I  could  enamerate  many  in- 
stances in  which  rights  are  expressly  jrranted  to 
citizens  of  the  States  by  the  Constitution,  which 
both  the  Constitution  and  the  ordinance  deny  to 
ciiizens  of  the  Territories ;  but  it  is  unnecessary. 
Congress  have  kingly — absolute  powers  over  the 
Territories,  and  if  the  petitioner  could  not  be  con- 
tented with  the  enjoyment  of  perfect  liberty  in 
the  States — if  he  voluntarily  removed  to  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans,  it  was  his  own  act.  and  he  can- 
not reasonably  claim  an  exemption  from  such  re- 
strictioDs  as  are  imposed  on  others.  The  ordi- 
nance vests  the  riglit  in  Congress  to  make  any 
regnlations  they  may  find  necessary  for  securing 
the  title  of  the  nation  to  its  soil  in  the  Territo- 
ries. 

The  Constitution  declares  that  Congress  shall 
hare  power  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regu- 
lations respecting  the  territory  or  other  public 
property  of  the  United  States*  Here  is  a  grant 
(i!  power  limited  only  by  the  discretion  of  Con- 
gress—this is  the  constitutional  authority  for  the 
law  Qoder  which  Mr.  Livingston  was  removed 
from  the  batture,  and  which  some  gentlemen  have 
denounced  as  unconstitutional.  That  law  was 
deemed  a  needful  rule  and  regulation  by  those  to 
vhom  alone  the  right  of  judgiiig  was  delegated 
by  the  Constitution ;  it  has  not  been  repealed, 
and  there  is  do  legitimate  authority  on  earth  that 
tan  make  it  unconstitutional  by  any  act  whatso- 
ever. Sir.  it  is  a  needful  rule  and  regulation,  be- 
eause  it  is  indispensable  to  the  security  of  the 
Bitiooal  property — without  it  the  public  lands 
voald  be  at  the  mercy  of  every  speculator  in  the 
toantry.  Repeal  this  law — divest  yourselves  of 
tbe  power  to  remove  intruders  from  the  public 
^matD,  except  by  a  course  of  judicial  proceed- 
ings, and  1  venture  to  assert  they  never  can  be 
RfflOTed.  No  man  does,  or  can  believe,  that  a 
Dry  of  intruders  would  dispossess  themselves. 
at,  say  gentlemen,  this  law,  if  Constitutional, 
vas  intended  to  operate  only  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory  against  the  Yazoo  claimants.  An  ex- 
amination of  the  law  will  show  the  fallacy  of 
this  argument.  Amons  the  offences  enumerated 
in  the  first  section,  against  which  the  law  is  in- 
tended to  provide,  will  be  found  that  of  making 
^a  settlement  on,  or  taking  possession  of,  any 
lands  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  a  foreign 
nation,  or  by  a  State,"  ^.  Now,  sir,  what  cession 
had  been  made  to  the  United  States  by  a  foreign 
DaiioQ  when  this  act  was  passed  ?  The  cession 
of  Louisiana ;  and  unless  the  law  is  considered  ap- 
plicable to  that  Territory,  this  provision  is  wholly 
nugatory  and  absurd.  But  if  any  doubt  remains 
on  this  point  it  will  be  completely  removed  by 
referring  to  a  negative  provision  contained  in  the 
last  section : 

"  Prooidedf  That  nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  con- 
ttroed  to  apply  to  any  person  claiming  lands  in  the 
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Territory  of  Orleans  or  Louisiana,  whose  claim  sliall 
have  been  filed  with  the  proper  oommiasionen." 

I  ask  the  Committee  whether,  according  to  any 
rule  of  construction  the  particular  exception  of 
claims  which  are  filed,  does  not  subject  those 
which  are  not  filed  to  tbe  operation  of  the  law? 
It  certainly  does,  sir.  And  this  provision  proves 
more — it  establishes  the  fact  that  the  petitioner 
might  have  prevented  the  necessity  for  his  re- 
moval by  military  force — would  have  put  it  out 
of  the  power  of  the  President  to  remove  him,  if 
he  had  filed  his  claim.  But  we  are  told  that  Mr. 
Livingston  has  been  removed  by  military  force 
from  property  in  the  possession  of  which  he  had 
been  placed  by  a  judicial  decision,  and  therefore 
his  removal  was  illegal  and  unconstitutional. 
What  judicial  decision?  Has  any  court  under* 
taken  to  decide  on  the  right  of  the  United  States 
to  the  batture  ?  No,  sir ;  and  although  we  bear 
much  of  a  judicial  decision,  none  of  the  advocates 
of  this  bill  have  ventured  to  assert  that  any  court 
had  decided  the  claim  of  the  United  States.  Why 
have  they  not  done  so?  Because  there  has  been 
no  such  de'cision,  and  if  there  had,  to  pass  this  bill 
would  be  not  only  unnecessary,  but  aosurd. 

The  truth  is^  that  the  court  of  Orleans  deter- 
mined the  controversy  between  the  petitioner  and 
the  eorporation  only,  and  expressly  forbore  to  de- 
cide on  the  claims  of  others.  It  cannot,  and  I 
presume  it  will  not  be  contended,  that  the  right 
of  the  United  States  has  been  wrested  from  them 
by  the  determination  of  a  controversy  to  which 
they  were  not  a  party.  If  the  decision  of  a  ques- 
tion of  title  between  two  individuals  is  to  be  con- 
clusive against  the  right  of  the  United  States,  the 
whole  of  the  public  lands  are  completely  at  the 
mercy  of  every  speculator  in  the  country.  If 
such  a  doctrine  should  be  sanctioned  by  this  House, 
and  I  were  a  Yazoo  claimant,  (which  Gh>d  forbia 
I  ever  should  be !)  although  no  lawyer,  I  could  de- 
vise ways  and  means  to  defraud  the  nation  of  all  ' 
its  domain  in  the  Mississippi  Territory.  The 
Yazoo  claimants  will  have  nothing  more  to  do  to 
prevail  against  the  Ctovernment,  but  to  institute 
sham  or  collusive  actions  among  each  other,  and 
in  whatever  way  they  miffht  be  decided,  would 
be  perfectly  immaterial,  if  such  a  trial  is  to  bar 
the  claim  of  the  United  States.  Sir,  the  right  of 
the  United  States  to  the  batture,  stands  precisely 
as  it  did  before  the  judical  decision,  of  which  so 
much  has  been  said  ;  and  I  will  show  that  the 
removal  of  Mr.  Livingston  was  as  fully  author- 
ized and  required  by  law,  as  if  there  had  been  no 
such  decision.  The  law  under  which  he  was  re- 
moved provides  that  persons  taking  possession  of. 
or  making  settlements  on,  the  public  lands,  ^  until 
authorized  by  law,''  shall  be  removed,  dkc.  This 
is  the  provision,  on  which  gentlemen  have  relied, 
to  prove  that  the  petitioner  was  exempted  from 
the  operation  of  the  law,  and  that  the  President, 
in  removing  him,  acted  illegally  and  oppressively. 
If  sir,  they  had  examined  this  subject  with  any 
sort  of  attention,  they  would-  have  been  coQTinoed 
without  any  observations  of  mine,  that  this  ground, 
although  apparently  strong,  cannot  be  maintained.  < 
I  will  not  tronble  the  Committee  with  reading  the 
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law,  but  if  any  gentleman  will  examine  it,  he  will 
find  the  meaning  of  this  expression  ftilly  and 
voeqni vocally  explained.  It  ^s,  that  all  persons 
takine  possession  of  or  making  settlementson  lands 
shall  ue  removed,  "  which  lands  had  not  been 
^  previously  sold,  ceded,  or  leased  by  the  United 
*  States,  or  the  claim  to  which  lands  bad  not  been 
'  previously  recognised  and  confirmed  by  theUni- 
'  ted  States."  Has  the  batture  been  sold,  ceded 
or  leased  by  the  United  States,  or  baa  the  claim 
of  the  petitioner  been  recognised  and  confirmed 
by  the  United  States?  No,  sir.  Then  I  repeat 
that  Mr.  Livingston  was  not  '*  authorized  by  law*' 
to  take  possession  of  the  batture,  i^d verse  to  the 
possession  of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  has 
been  removed  legally  and  constitutionally. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  heard  a  great 
deal  of  declamation  on  this  subject.  Gentlemen 
have  roundly  asserted,  that  if  this  example  receives 
the  sanction  of  Congress,  any  man  in  the  nation 
jnay  be  removed  without  a  hearing  from  his  house 
and  his  lands,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  This 
is  not,  nor  can  it  be  true.  The  law  which  author- 
ized the  removal  of  Mr.  Livingston  is  limited  in 
its  operation,  by  its  own  pravisions,  to  territory 
« ceded  to  the  United  States  by  a  foreign  nation 
or  a  State,"  and  consequently  does  not  and  cannot 
aJTect  the  rights  of  the  citizen  which  are  guaran- 
tied by  the  C!oa8tit.ution« 

Much  has  also  beea  said  about  the  petition  of 
right  in  England,  to  which  every  subject  is  en- 
titled, when  he  considers  himself  aggrieved  by  the 
King  or  his  Ministers.  Why,  sir,  no  case  anal- 
ogous to  this  can  happen  in  England,  because  all 
the  lands  have  been  granted  time  immemorial. 
The  eases  to  which  gentlemen  have  alluded,  are 
altogether  of  a  di0ereat  character,  and  entirely 
opposite  in  their  nature.  In  consequence  of  cer- 
tain offences,  and  in  some  other  events,  the  .King 
in  his  iadividual  capacity  becomes  entitled  to  the 
]»ffoperty  of  a  subject,  but  he  is  not  permitted  to 
judge  when  the  circumstances  have  occurred, 
without  which  be  has  no  claim  whatsoever.  And 
why  is  he  not  permitted  to  jadge  ?  Because,  be- 
ing himself  perfectly  irresponsible,  beyond  the 
control  of  the  people  and  of  the  law,  he  would 
haTe  the  strongest  temptation  to  invade  the  right 
of  private  property  and  the  liberty  of  the  subject. 
But  what  has  that  to  do  with  the  present  case  ? 

Sir,  the  principle  on  which  is  founded  the  right 
of  removing  intruders  from  the  public  lands,  has 
been  recognised  bv  every  civilized  nation  on  earth. 
It  is  the  principle,  that  the  sovereignty  of  the 
•ountry  cannot  be  divested  of  the  legal  possession 
of  the  public  domain,  except  by  its  own  consent. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  course  prescribed  by- 
the  amcAdment  I  have  proposed,  is  analogous  to 
that  which  is  taken  in  England  on  a  petition  of 
right.  I  propose  to  constitute  the  corporation  of 
Mew  Orleans  a  party  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  ques- 
tion before  a  judicial  tribunal,  having  competent 
power  and  authority  to  decide,  whether  the  pe- 
titioner has  or  has  not  been  aggrieved.  I  place 
the  claim  of  the  petitioner  precisely  on  the  ground 
it  would  occupy,  and  before  the  same  court  which 


would  decide,  if  the  United  States  werenot  apirtj; 
if  the  dispute  were  between  him  and  another  in- 
habitant of  the  Orleans  Territory. 

The  amendment  takes  the  ordinary  coarse  of 
judicial  proceedings;  the  bill  is  extraordiDary, 
and  highly  objectionable  in  many  points  of  view. 
What  does  it  propose  to  do  ?    To  constitate  tlu 
Attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 
Orleans  the  Representative  of  the  United  Sutei, 
against  whom  Mr.  Livingston  may  institute  an 
action  for  the  batture,  in  the  district  court  of  Or- 
leans; and  when  the  issue  shall  be  joined  or  the 
pleadings  made  up  in  that  court,  the  subject  is  to 
be  transferred  to  some  circuit  court  to  be  desig- 
na^d  by  the  district  judge,  when  a  uial  shall  be 
had ;  and  irom  thence  an  appeal  is  permitted  to 
the  Supreme  Court.    Sir,  this  in  its  oommeoce- 
ment  is  the  most  extraordinary  course  of  proceed- 
ing that  ever  was  heard  of,  in  its  progress  the 
most  novel,  and  in  its  conclusion  the  most  dan- 
gerous.   I  lay  it  down  as  a  correct  principle,  that 
no  privilege  ought  to  be  sranted  to  the  petitioaei, 
which  may  not  with  sa&ty  be  extended  to  other 
land  claimants.    What  would  be  the  conseqaeDce 
of  allowing  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  to 
persons  generally,  claiming  lands  in  the  Terrlio- 
ries  ?    Why,  sir,  it  would  be  to  give  a  complete 
ascendency  to  the  rich  speculator  over  the  honest 

Slanter,  unable  to  prosecute  his  right  before  the 
rupreme  Court ;  and  you  had  as  well  confiscate 
the  property  of  every  poor  man  in  the  coantry .  i 
Tne  bill  so  provides,  that  if  the  attorney  for  the 
United  States  shall  fail  to  appear  and  answer  ta 
the  suit,  the  district  court  of  Orleans  may  rendei 
judgment  by  defitult  against  the  United  Statesj 
Thus,  the  right  of  this  nation  to  a  property  worti^ 
from  half  a  million  to  one  million  of  dollars,  is  td 
depend  on  the  apptearaaee  of  a  district  attoroev 
Sir,  many  and  weighty  considerations,  which  i{ 
is  unnecessary  to  enumerate,  forbid  the  passag 
of  a  bill  containiuflf  so  monstrous  a  provision  \ 
this.  It  is  impossible  that  the  National  Legisli 
ture,  the  guardian  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  cal 
wantonly  sacrifice  them  in  this  way.  I 

But,  it  is  objected  to  the  amendment,  that  a  fa^ 
and  impartial  trial  cannot  be  had  in  Orleans,  b^ 
fore  that  tribunal  which  hears  and  determines  aj 
other  controversies  in  the  Territory.  Then,  sij 
the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceeding  is  io\ 
changed  for  a  particular  case,  because  some  ge^ 
tie  men  distrust  the  ordinary  judicial  tribunal 
Why,  sir,  I  could  say  that  I  have  no  confideni 
in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  therefore  they  oog 
not  to  decide  this  case ;  but  such  reasoning  woul 
not  be  entitled  to  the  consideration  of  this  Asseii 
biy.  If  a  coprt  cannot  be  trusted,  it  should  be  pj 
down ;  but  it  never  can  be  proper  for  the  h^t 
lative  department  to  remove  a  case  from  the  ord 
nary  judicial  tribunal,  because  certain  gentlem^ 
express  a  want  of  confidence  in  its  disposition  { 
render  justice.  Whenever  such  a  state  of  tbioj 
fthail  arrive,  that  one  department  is  directed  in  \ 
proceedings  by  distrust  towards  the  other  depa^ 
meots,  there  is  an  end  of  the  Government.  I  the^ 
fore  conceive  it  would  be  a  most  dangerous  pi 
Cfid^nt  to  take  the  decision  of  this  case  from  ll 
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Temtarial  eonrt  for  the  reasons  assigned,  and  a 
ID<»{  aojost  and  impolitic  denaoctation  of  the 
people  of  Ofieass.  The  petitioner  cannot  rea- 
sosaUf  ask  to  be  placed  in  a  better  sitoation  than 
if  tbe  eoatroversy  were  between  him  and  a  citi- 
leo  of  Orleans;  and  I  repeat  that  he  is  placed  in 
thai  sitoation  by  the  amendment  before  you.  A 
geodemao  from  Virginia,  howe?er,  was  opposed 
to  (lie  amendment,  because  it  proposed  to  give  the 
eliim  of  the  United  States  to  the  batture  to  the 
Corpora tioo  of  New  Orleans,  who  might  contend 
at  law  with  the  petitioner.  He  considered  it  an 
act  of  maintenance.  I  am  sore,  sir,  the  gentle- 
man's reflection  upon  the  subject  has  convinced 
kio  of  bis  error.  There  is  not  a  single  feature 
of  maiaieoance  in  the  proposition,  nor  is  the  ri^ht 
of  ibe  United  States  to  the  property  in  question 
eeded  to  the  Corporation.  What  is  proposed  by 
liie  amendment  ?  A  parcel  of  land  is  claimed  by 
the  United  States  and  Mr.  Livingston.  The  Uni- 
ted  States  are  in  possession,  and  he  has  no  redress, 
except  bf  petition  to  Congress.  He  has  laid  his 
elaiffl  before  this  House,  and  prays  that  it  may  be 
examined  and  decided  by  some  existing  judicial 
tribooaljorauch  tribonaij|^  we  may  think  proper 
to  erect.  Well,  sir,  the  United  States  not  being 
ioible,  I  propose  to  constitute  the  Corporation  of 
NewOileansa  party  in  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
far  the  sote  purpose  of  ascertaining  to  whom  the 
^perlf  belongs.  In  the  meantime,  a  usufructu- 
try  right  is  allowed  to  the  inhabitants  of  Orleans, 
nchas  they  have  been  accustomed  to  enjoy  under 
t&e  late  Spanish  Qovernment. 

1  have  thus  far,  Mr.  Chairman,  considered  the 
iaitare  as  land  capable  of  individual  ownership, 
fMi  iathat  point  of  view,  endeavored  to  satisfy 
tile Ck)mmittee  that  the  bHl  ought  not  to  pass; 
vtd  (bat,  if  it  be  proper  to  lake  any  measure,  the 
toendment  should  be  received  and  adopted. 

Bat,  air,  there  is  another  aspect  of  this  subjecf, 
vbieh  presents  objections  insuperable  both  to  the 
iiill  and  to  the  amendment.  If  the  controversy 
iboat  the  batture  be  nothing  more  than  a  ques- 
tioo  of  title  between  the  United  States  and  the 
petitioner  to  a  parcel  of  land,  capable  of  individ- 
tti  oivoership,  it  is  clear  to  my  mind  that  Con^ 
P^  may  transfer  the  power  of  deciding  it  to  any 
tnbuoal  they  please.  If.  however,  the  batture  be 
t  public  highway,  it  belongs  to  the  nation,  in  its 
nvereign  capacity :  it  is  a  property  of  sovereignty, 
vbtcb  Congress  have  no  right  to  submit  to  the 
Vision  of  any  tribunal,  nor  the  power  to  alien- 
^  in  any  way  whatsoever.  And,  air,  it  is  the 
woaden  and  indispensable  dutv  of  this  House, 
lint,  to  decide  the  question  whetner  it  be  property 
capable  of  alienaaion  or  not ;  for,  the  Representa- 
bres  of  the  nation  being  the  exclusive  guardians 
«  the  inalienable  rights  of  sovereignty,  cannot 
^Bsfer  a  right  to  decide  upon  them  to  any  tribu* 
^1,  other  than  the  people  whom  they  represent, 
llfaeiefore  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that 
we  amendment  I  have  proposed  does  not  give  the 
nbjeet  that  direction  which  in  my  opinion  it 
Mght  to  take.  Bat  perceiving,  as  I  thought,  a 
weimination  on  the  part  of  a  majoritv  of  the 
w>ase  to  giant  the  petitioner  a  judicial  trial;  I 


have  proposed  that  course  which  appeared  to  my 
apprenension  the  least  objectionable.  Sir,  I  aitk 
satisfied  that  the  batture  cannot  belong  to  any 
individual,  and  therefore  that  the  removal  of  the 
petitioner  was  not  only  authorized  by  the  act  of 
1807,  bat  reouired  by  the  ordinance  of  1787,  and 
the  treaty  or  cession  between  the  United  States 
and  France.  And,  notwithstanding  it  has  been 
said  that  Mr.  Jefferson  did  not  wish  the  claim  of 
Mr.  Livingston  to  be  examined,  it  is  not  less  true 
that  he  considered  this  land  a  shoal  or  elevation  of 
the  bottom  of  the  river,  still  occasionally  covered 
by  its  inundations.  The  Message  to  this  House  in 
which  the  removal  of  the  petitioner  was  announced 
furnishes  sufficient  evidence  that  he  considered  it. 
a  part  of  the  public  highway.  Now,  by  the  ordi- 
naace — the  compact  between  the  United  State»^ 
and  the  Territories — it  is  expressly  provided  that 
the  navigable  waters,  and  carrying  places  between 
the  same,  shall  be  common  highways,  and  forever 
free,  without  any  tax,  impost,  or  duty.  Declare 
Mr.  Liviogston  owner  of  the  batture^  or  permit  a 
court  to  do  so,  and  the  compact  is  violated.  He 
may  tax  every  boat  that  arrives  at  New  Orleans, 
to  whatever  amount  he  pleases. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  intended  to  have  submitted 
some  other  remarks  upon  the  subject,  but  he  felt 
himself  unable  to  proceed  any  farther. 

Mr.  Shepfet  replied  to  Mr.  Bibb.  He  depre* 
cated  the  continued  alarm  of  Yazooism  which 
was  raised  on  every  subject  coming  before  the 
House,  and  was  in  the  present  case  an  igniafatU" 
ttf  to  lead  them  to  injustice.  The  first  section 
of  the  amendment  proposed  made  the  Corpora- 
tion of  New  Orleans  a  party  in  a  trial  to  take 
place  in  that  city.  The  next  section  declared 
that  the  property  should*  become  a  highway. 
This  would  certainly  promote  injustice,  because, 
every  citizen  being  interested  in  its  becomiog  a 
public  highway,  it  would  be  impossible  that  a 
jury  composed  of  persons  so  interested  could  give 
an  unbiassed  verdict.  Shelter  yourself  not  under 
such  subterfuges,  said  Mr.  S.  If  you  are  not  dis- 
posed to  do  justice,  sav  so  openly;  do  not  sane* 
tion  such  a  mockery  or  justice  as  this  would  be. 
Mr.  S.  replied  to  various  other  observations  of 
Mr.  BibH. 

Mr.  PoYORAS. — I  rise,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  enter 
my  solemn  protest  against  any  resolution,  bill,  or 
older  measure,  which  can  have  the  least  tendency 
to  violate  the  sacred  right  of  the  public  to  the 
property  of  the  port  of  the  suburb  St.  Mary,  or  that 
may  in  any  way  affect  or  disturb  their  use  of  it. 
Not  only  in  my  own  name,  not  only  in  the  name 
of  those  whom  I  immediately  represent,  do  I  en- 
ter this  protest ;  but  in  the  name  of  the  sovereign 
people  of  America,  to  whom  it  now  belongs,  and 
to  whom  it  ever  must  belong,  until  wrested  from 
them  by  the  force  of  arms.  Theirs  is  a  legitimate 
and  sovereign  right,  and  by  no  other  means  short 
of  force  can  it  be  severed  from  them. 

Sir,  New  Orleans  is  the  great  mart  of  a  very 
extensive  and' important  portion  of  America.  Its 
interests  and  those  of  the  upper  country  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  are  closely  connected,  and 
must  stand  or  fall  together.    We  are,  as  it  were, 
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the  doorkeepers  of  their  wealth,  aad  we  know 
the  importance  of  our  trust,  aod  the  necessity  of 
preserving  it  inviolate.  This  is  a  truth  with 
which  our  minds  h&ve  ever  been  deeply  im- 
pressed, and  as  we  have  heretofore  acted,  so  we 
shall  continue  to  act  in  conformity  to  it.  We 
are  sow  confederated  Americans.  We  have 
sworn  to  defend  the  sovereignty  of  America, 
wherever  it  extends,  but  principally  jlhat  part  of 
it  which  is  intrusted  to  our  special  care — that  is. 
New  Orles^s.  We  are  at  all  times  ready  to  dis- 
charge thatrsacred  duty.  We  will  fight  for,  and 
Erotect  it  against  every  external  or  internal  foe. 
iCt  this  Government  sanction  our  resistance; and 
lei  those  invade  it  who  dare. 

The  honorable  delegate  from  the  Mississippi 
Territory  has  told'  us,  in  a  very  soft  and  per- 
suasive tone,  that  he  had  a  resolution  to  offer  to 
the  considersition  of  this  honorable  House,  very 
conciliatory,  indeed,  and  which  he  ho})ed  would 
prove  satisfactory  to  allparties,  being  calculated 
to  insure  an  impartial  and  fair  investigation  of 
the  titles  of  the  invaders  oT  the  port  of  the  suburb 
St.  Mary.  How  has  he  fulfilled  this  promise,  so 
engagingly  announced  in  his  soft  sounding  pre- 
amble? By  a  resolution,  sir.  objectionable  in 
every  point  of  view ;  the  artful  production  of  the 
combined  exertions  of  practitioners  profoundly 
skilled  in  all  the  tricks  and  windings  of  deceitful 
chicfme.  It  is  a  master-piece  of  duplicity.  Its 
style  is  natural  and  flowing,  like  the  limpid 
water  of  a  gentle  stream.  Its  languaj^e  fasci- 
nating as  a  magic  charm.  "Impartial  trial, 
investigation  of  title,*'  dbc.  Who  can  oppose 
himself  to  propositions  seemingly  bo  just  ?  I,  sir, 
do,  and  will  be  joined  by  every  one  who  knows 
that  the  language  of  a  pleader  is  always  calcu- 
lated to  conceal  his  real  intent.  It  is  the  artifi- 
cial blaze  which  dazzles  the  eye  of  the  under- 
standing. It  is  the  melodious  but  bewitching 
voice  of  the  syrens.  It  is.  the  smooth  but  perfi- 
dious current' which  dashes  the  unwary  voyager 
against  the  rocks  of  Scylla^or  plunges  him  into  the 
whirlpool  of  Charybdis.  It  is  the  golden  sheath 
\yhich  conceals  the  dagger  ready  to  stab  you. 

Before  I  proceed  to  inquire  into  the  demerits  of 
this  odious  resolution,  I  must  express  my  aston- 
ishment at  its  having  been  introduced  by  the 
gentleman  frotia  the  Mississippi  Territory,  be- 
cause I  had  myself  taken  the  trouble  of  furnish- 
ing that  gentleman  with  all  the  documents  in 
the  case,  which,  in  my  opinion,  are  more  than 
sufficient  to  convince  every  one  conversant  with 
matters  of  litigation  of  this  evident  truth :  that 
the  port  of  a  town  never  has  been,  nor  ever  can 
be  the  property  of  an  individual,  either  by  the 
law  of  nations,  or  the  French  or  Spanish  laws, 
and  this  is  the  only  point  in  controversy.  I,  for 
one,  and  all  the  professional  men,  and  the  other 
learned  men,  and  everybody,  from  the  first  to  the 
last,  in  my  country,  and  every  impartial  man  in 
this  country  with  whom  I  have  any  acquaint- 
ance, are  perfectly  satisfied  on  that  head.  If  the 
gentleman  understands  this  case  as  we  do,  I  can- 
not conceive  the  motives  which  could  have  in- 
duced him  to  offer  the  resolution  which  he  did. 


If  be  understands  it  differently  from  us,  why,  then, 
I  can  only  say  that. his  notions  of  riffbt  and  wtm 
are  totally  different  from  ours,  and  he  never  sbau 
sit  either  as  judge  or  juryman  in  my  cause,  if  1 
can  avoid  it.    I  would  not  be  understood  to  ques- 
tion the  purity  of  the  gentleman's  motiTes,  is 
supporting,  with  all  his  ingenuity,  the  iovadtn 
of  the  port  of  our  town,  and,  consequent! f.  the 
invaders  of  the  right  of- the  sovereign  people  to 
the  use  of  that  port.    I  only  regret  that  be  ius 
left  me  no  choice.    My  sacred  duty  as  a  delegite, 
as  an  American,  constrains  me  to  repel  his  delil>- 
erate  attack  in  the  best  manner  my  abilities  cdi* 
ble  me.    Sir.  I  am  not  a  pleader,  and  canooi  pn> 
tend  to  support  an  unjust  cause.    Such  tn  under- 
taking requires  great  talents,  assisted  by  learoiog 
and  eloquence,  to  which  I  boast  no  pretension;. 
The  causes  which  i  am  able  to  defend  must  be 
like  the  present  one,  clear  and  self-evident  They 
must  be  such  as  stand  securely  on  theirowo  mer- 
its, requiring  no  other  aid  than  a  simple  uaidorn- 
ed  exposition  of  the  facts.    Were  I  able  to  pet* 
form  this,  in  the  present  case,  nothing  more  wonll 
be  wanting. 

I  shall  now  proce^  to  the  diseussioD  of  tbt 
odious  resolution,  which  contains  the  principles 
of  the  bill  now  on  your  (able.  This  principle  is 
not  only  insulting  to  my  country,  box  subversiie 
of  its  undoubted  right^  which  it  enjoys  in  comj 
mon  with  all  other  aocieties,  of  having  every  soij 
originating  within  its  jurisdiction  decided  accord! 
ing  to  the  local  laws,  and  in  the  ordinary  wayoj 
judicial  proeeedin^rs*  if  this  be  the  opinion  d 
the  gentleman,  with  what  propriety  can  he  pro 
pose  to  this  honorable  House  to  invest  a  courts 
nis  Territory  with  the  tremendous  power  ufd^ 
ciding,  in  the  first  and  last  resort,  without  s|i 
peal,  on  the  merits  of  Bnglish  grants,  intermit 
gled  with  Spanish  grants  1  I  may  have  no  rigl^ 
to  offer  my  opinion  on  that  subject ;  but.  so  looj 
as  I  live  and  perceive  my  judgment  unimpairM 
I  shall  give  my  opposition  to  the  investing  of  ul 
court  with  the  power  of  deciding  causes  boihj 
the  first  and  last  resort,  especially  where  the  juds 
are  not  subject  to  punishment  for  error.  It  is  I 
tyrannical  and  unconstitutional  power,  at  w^ 
with  the  whole  genius  of  our  Government-^ 
power  which  the  most  despotic  Monarch  woo) 
not  dare  to  arrogate  to  himself.  Monarcbs  coj 
stitute  themselves  a  court  of  equity  and  ultimal 
resort,  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the  proceedinj 
of  those  of  inferior  jurisdiction.  Their  immeoi 
power,  whith  places  them  beyond  the  reach  I 
bribery  and  other  means  of  seduction,  forms  il 
strong  hope  of  the  injured,  if  he  can  be  fortuaa 
enough  to  reach  the  foot  of  the  throne.  Coil 
any  Monarch  be  base  enough,  in  private  cases, 
act  unjustly  in  the  administration  of  justice  b 
tween  man  and  man  ?  No,  sir ;  his  highest  i 
terest  is  to  appear  just  in  the  eyes  of  his  subjeci 
Does  this  lessen  his  power  ?  No,  sir ;  it  is  tl 
most  solid  basis  on  wnich  power  can  rest,  h 
tice  ia  the  balsam  which  can  heal  the  wouD 
even  of  despotism  itself ;  it  is  the  golden  cb4 
which  binds  mankind.  Injustice,  on  the  conts 
ry,  is  always  offensive,  and  uniformly  produt 
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rerolt.  Sir,  to  invest  a  conrt  with  power  to  de- 
cide eases,  or  eyen  »  partrcolar  case,  both  In  the 
first  tod  last  resort,  withoot  appeal,  is  io  contra- 
diction to  the  plainest  rules  of  justice — against 
the  koown  principles  of  equity,  reason,  and  com- 
mon sense.  Such  immense  and  tempting  pow* 
ers  ought  not  to  be  intrusted  to  men,  subject 
to  all  the  frailties  of  humanity.  It  would  be 
necessary,  to  inspire  confidence  in  any  man  of 
common  sense,  that  angels  should  be  the  judges 
of  saeh  courts.  What  could  you  expect  from  a 
tribanal'so  radically  vicious  in  its  constitution  ? 
Nothing,  surely,  but  the  abuse  of  justice,  which 
yoa  have  authorized  them  to  trample  under  foot 
with  impunity.  The  present  case  presents  a 
lamentable  instance  of  it ;  nor  is  it  the  only  in- 
stance which  affords  ground  of  censure.  But' 
what  would  it  avail  me  to  complain,  when  the 
port  of  my  town,  which  has  been  the  property  of 
the  public  from  time  immemorial — wnen  the 
sorereignty  of  the  people  on  the  *^  sea  shore,  the 
ports  of  towns,  rivers,  and  their  banks,"  is  not 
ooly  aadacioQsly  contended  for  in  the  midst  of 
the  august  assembly  of  the  Renresentatives  of  the 
soTereign  people,  but*by  a  fatalitjr  which  at  once 
aiicts  and  astonishes,  the  atrocious  attempt  is, 
io  that  assembly,  countenanced  and  supported  ? 
This ''  is  the  unkindest  cut  of  all !"  The  conse- 
qoences  may  be  so  dreadful  that  I  fear  even  to 
glance  at  them.  So  long  as  yon  suffer  this  cause 
to  exist,  so  long  must  the  most  baleful  conse- 
foeoces  flow  from  it. 

Though  the  intentions  of  the  author  of  this 
neasure  may  be  perfectly  good,  it  appears  a  little 
itrange  to  me  that  he  should  propose,  and  that 
Rriously,  too,  the  new,  unheard  o^  round-about 
carrying  tjrade  of  pleadings,  liable,  as  it  would  be. 
to  ail  the  tricks,  frauds,  and  impositions,  of  all 
the  common  smugglers  of  justice.  The  gentle- 
UD  says  his  object  19,  that  an  impartial  trial  may 
beobumed.  Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  mere  plead- 
ing. The  object  proposed  can  never  be  obtained 
ift  that  way,  because  New  Orleans  is  the  only 
^tee  in  the  Union. where  the  proceeding  can  be 
MI7  and  properly  instituted.  They  are  the 
ooly  people  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  civil 
law.  and  with  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the 
ease,  to  be  able  to  give  a  just  and  legal  verdict. 
Id  any  other  part  of  the  Union  it  is  impossible 
ibat  this  cause  can  be  tried  with  any  kina  of  pro- 
priety, for,  be  the  jotors  ever  so  upright,  and  be 
they  ever  so  well  acquainted  with  the  laws,  cus- 
toms, and  manners,  of  their  own  State,  yet  they 
oust  necessarily  be  so  ignorant  of  our  laws,  cus- 
toms, and  manners,  and  of  the  facts  and  circum- 
>tuices  of  the  case,  that  they  would  be  liable  to 
the  greatest  impositions  of  our  artful  adversaries, 
tohiffhlv  interested  in  misleading  them ;  and  they 
woQid,  I  am  confident,  ^ive  the  most  unjust  ver- 
dict, in  the  full  persuasion  that  they  were  acting 
most  conscientiously.  The  gentleman  says,  that 
the  people  of  Orleans  have  declared  their  opinion, 
and  their  verdict  would  be  against  the  petitioner. 
That  is  true,  and  will  continue  to  be  true,  so  long 
as  they  retain  the  right  use  of  their  understand- 
ing—so  long  as  they  shall  remember  the  sacred 


duty  which  they  owe  to  themselves  and  to  the 
sovereign  people  of  America.  No  verdict  would 
be  justifiable  that  was  not  against  the  usurpers  of 
the  pprt  of  New  Orleans.  Any  other  verdict  must 
be  the  result  either  of  imposition  or  perversity. 

Sir,  I  must  take  the  liberty  of  asking  the  gen- 
tleman for  what  would  he  bring  his  suit?  Not 
for  the  mist  of  the  Mississippi.  That  is  too  light 
and  unsubstantial  to  afford  solid  ground  for  ac- 
tion ;  and,  surely,  the  gentleman  does  not  mean 
to  try  whether  the  port  of  a  French  or  Spanish 
town  can  become  the  property  of  an  individual ; 
nor  can  be  question  the  sovereignty  of  the  Ame- 
rican people  over  that  port,  after  the  cession  of 
Louisiana  to  the  United  States.  This  important 
truth  has  been  so  clearly  ascertained,  so  folly  de- 
monstrated, bvall  the  defenders  of  our  cause,  that 
even  the  gentleman  himself,  with  all  his  talents, 
will  be  unable  to  confute  them. 

But;  if  the  gentleman  is  so  very  anxious  to 
have  law  suits,  this  dark  transaction  affords  ground 
for  two  very  proper  ones.  The  first  is,  respect- 
ing the  new  crime,  unknown  tons,  called  duim- 
perly,  tampi  pariiiio.  Where  the  land,  or  other 
thing  sued  for^is  to  be  divided  between  the  claim- 
ant and  the  champestor,  or  person  who  under- 
takes, at  his  own  risk  and  expense,  to  prosecute 
the  suit.  But,  in  the  present  case,  this  crime  of 
champerty  is  of  a  deeper  dye  than  usual ;  for  it  is 
not  land  that  they  want  to  divide,  but  the  bed  of 
a  river  and  the  port  of  a  town  :  things  public  and 
sacred  in  their  very  nature,  which  never  can,  bv 
our  laws,  become  the  property  of  an  individual. 
The  second  good  ground  of  inquiry  would  be,  re- 
specting the  creation  of  titles  in  favor  of  a  cham* 
peBtor,  m  order  that  a  sacred  property  might  be 
wrested  from  the  public,  and  vested  in  him.  The 
question  would  be,  could  any  judge  on  earth  hav« 
powers  competent  to  commit  such  an  outrage? 
Could  such  title  be  considered  as  valid;  or  ought 
not  rather  the  judge  to  fall  uoder  the  animadver- 
sion of  law  for  misfeasance  in  office  ?  If  suits  of 
this  kind  please  the  taste  of  the  gentleman,  I  ha^e 
no  objection  to  his  embarking  in  thehi. 

But  the  gentleman  proposes  '*  a  fair  investiga- 
tion of  titles."  Nothing  than  this  can  be  more 
just  and  equitable,  and  the  gentleman  only  com- 
mits a  small  mistake  in  putting  the  cart  before 
the  horse.  He  should  prove  that  such  species  of 
title  may  possibly  exist,  before  he  proposes  its 
investi^tion.  Should  I  require  some  geograoher 
to  furnish  me  with  an  accurate  geographical  de- 
scription of  the  mooQ,  he  would  tell  me,  ''you 
first  bring  tbe  moon  within  my  reach."-  So  an- 
swer I  the  gentleman ;  if  he  pretends  that  the 
propertv  in  the  port  of  the  suburb  St.  Mary  is 
vested  in  an  individual,  he  must  first  show  that 
the  property  of  any  French  or  Spanish  town  has 
or  can  oe  so  vested ;  but  the  reverse  of  this  posi- 
tion has  been  so  clearly  elucidated  and  fully  de- 
monstrated, that  the  gentleman,  however  great 
his  learning  and  ingenuity  may  be,  will  hardly 
undertake  to  establish  the  contrary.  Sir.  this, 
again,  is  mere  pleading.  It  is  not  the  inveatifa- 
tion,  but  the  creation  of  titles  that  is  intended  by 
this  measure. 
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A  spurious  monster,  the  moo^cel  ofisprin^  of 
iDJustice  and  chtcaae,  has  beeu  latroduced  into 
my  country  by  our  usurpers,  who  endeavor  to 
pawn  it  on  us  as  the  lovely  child  of  truth  and 
justice ;  but  we  have,  with  horror,  rejected  this 
hideous  imp,  this  illegitimate  monster.  Its  fos- 
ter parents  are  now  attempting  to  have  him  re- 
generated and  legitimated,  and  for  this  purpose 
they  purbue  means  which  are  new,  circuitous, 
and  dark ;  but  I  ardently  hope  their  schemes  may 
once  more  prove  abortive. 

Should  the  gentleman  succeed  in  proving  it 
possible  for  an  individual  to  hold  the  right  of 
property  in  the  port  of  a  French  or  Spanish  town, 
there  still  remains  an  insuperable  difficulty  in  his 
way,  that  will  be  the  claim  of  the  riparious  own- 
ers. If  the  port  of  that  suburb  does  not  belong  to 
the  public,  it  must  belong  to  us.  Our  titles  are 
ready  for  investigation,  they  are  in  your  bands, 
they  are  legally  proved  and  incontrovertible.  Can 
Congress  refrain  from  paying  a  just  attention  to 
the  claims  of  the  generous  riparious  owners, 
whose  only  aim  is  to  secure  to  the  public  the  use 
of  that  sacred  and  invaluable  property,  not  only 
in  its  natural  state,  but,  after  having  expended  a 
very  large  sum,  it  may  be  a  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  before  it  can  be  completed  and 
properly  fitted  for  the  general  use. 

The  gentleman  proposes  the  Attorney  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Orleans  as  a  prop- 
er representative  of  the  Government  in 'this  case. 
It  ought  be  recollected  that,  in  this  very  case,  the 
late  attorney  for  that  district  refused  to  assert  the 
rights  of  the  United  States;  and  what  assurance 
can  Congress  have,  that  the  present  one  will  not 
act  in  the  same  manner?  He  is  certainly  at  lib- 
erty to  do  so.  Resides,  it  is  a  very  extraordinary, 
if  not  an  unwarrantable  attempt,  to  make  the 
sovereign  suable  in  a  matter  of  sovereignty,  in 
matters  of  private  property,  it  is  a  different  case ; 
but  now  that  the  right  of  sovereignty  in  the  sea- 
sbofe^  the  ports  of  towns,  rivers,  and  their  banks, 
is  an  inalienable  right^ested  in  the  United  States, 
the  proposition  to  create  a  court  to  try  whether 
or  tkot.  that  right  be  so  vested  in  the  United  States, 
(who  can,  when  they  choose,  possess  themselves 
of  it,)  appears  to  me  to  be  nonsensical.  In  my 
opinion,  Congress  itself  has  no  power  to  try  that 
right,  and  consequently  cannot  transfer  such 
power  to  a  court ;  therefore,  the  decision  of  such 
court  could  not  be  binding  upon  either  the  United 
Stales  or  upon  us,  who  have  taken  an  oath  to 
aupport  the  sovereignty  at  the  hazard  of  our  lives, 
BB  well  as  to  protect  our  private  property,  which 
is  implicated  in  it. 

If  the  jp^entleman  thinks  it  his  duty  to  engage 
in  the  deduce  of  such  a  nefarious  attempt,  I  feel 
myself  equally  bound  as  a  delegate  and  an  Ame- 
rican to  oppose  it.  He  has  not  reflected  on  the 
consequences  that  must  flow  from  the  adoption 
of  such  a  resolution  by  Congress.  Should  it  pass, 
it  would  create  an  illegal  court,  vested  with  a 
tyrannical  power  to  sanction,  if  they  please,  the 
pionderin^  of  a  private  and  piublic  property,  and 

whose  decision  should  be  binding  upon  us,  not- 
withstanding the  unanimous  protestations  of  the 


inhabitants  of  my  country  against  sueh  ao  act  of 
tyranny.  Can  any  eenileman  in  this  House  Uf 
his  hand  upon  his  heart,  and  say  that  be  hut 
ri^ht  to  be  unjust^  and  plunder  us  at  will?  If  be 
rejects  such  an  idea  with  horror,  how  can  be 
consent  to  invest  any  court,  or  all  the  eooru  of 
the  United  States  with  the  power  of  so  mahrnt- 
iog  us,  which  they  have  the  power  to  do  with 
impunity  if  they  chooae,  and  with  the  example 
of  a  court  before  their  eves  who  have  tlreadf 
done  it?    It  is  impossible  be  can  so  consent. 

Here  I  am  confounded.    The  uproar  excited 
in  my  breast  is  so  violent  that  it  robs  me  of  tbt 
power  of  utterance !    Must  I  say  what  I  think? 
Perhaps  that  would  be  saying  too  much.    Mut 
I  express  my  feeiings  ?   I  have  not  language  ad^ 
quate  to  convey  them.    Cruel  position !  lortnr- 
ing  disappointment!    3Vhat  is  here  my  daiy? 
.To  support  and  maintaio  the  sacred  right  of  prop- 
erty, and  the  yet  more  sacred  rights  of  the  sor- 
erei^n  people.  What  is  the  object  of  my  pursnii  ? 
Justice.    Are  the  pretensions  of  the  claimaats 
just  and  right?    They  are  the  evidence  iiselL 
Who  are  those  claimants  ?    My  whole  country, 
and  every  American  who*  has  the  love  of  his 
country  at  heart.    Justice  is,  tlMn,  my  doe,  and 
no  one  has  the  right  to  deny  it,  without  decUriia 
himself  the  enemy  of  his  country.    Where  shafi 
I  look  for  it?    Surely,  to  titose  who  have  the 
power,  and  whose  most  sacred  duty  it  is  to  ren- 
der justice.     1  must  then  repair  to  Coogress. 
Such  were  my  impressions,  and  saeh  are  the 
weight  of  feeling  and  obligation  that  press  upon 
me,  that  I  sink  tMeoeath  it.    I  liave,  however,  dii^ 
charged  my  duty  in  the  best  manner  of  which  t 
am  capable ;  and  tius,  to  myseU^  must  everprori 
a  rich  source  of  consolation.    But,  if  i  canod 
succeed  in  my  endeavors  to  avert  the  impettdin| 
ruin,  which  hangs  over  the  inhabitants  of  m) 
country  like  the  sword,  auspended  by  a  single  haii 
above  the  tv rant's  table ;  far  from  being  able  u 
derive  the  least  comfort  from  all  that  has  bea 
done  in  support  of  their  just  cause,  my  constiui 
ents  will  consider  themselves  as  vietims  devota 
to  persecution,  plunder,  and  tyranny.   What  wii 
they  say  ?     What  will  they  think  ?    What  wii 
they  feel  ?    What  will  they  do?    Listen  to  tb 
voice  of  your  own  consciences ;  consult  the  feel 
ings  of  your  own  hearts,  and  the  answer  wi 
promptly  suggest  itself.    They  will  say,  they  wi 
think,  they  will  feel,  they  will  act,  just  as  yo 
would  do,  if  placed  in  their  situation.   They  mm 
say,  "  we  are  not  treated  as  Americans,  but  i 
slaves;  but  what  is  wors^ as  tormented  and  ploi 
dered  slaves.    A  despotic  court  has  been  ia 
posed  upon  by  us,  with  an  uowarraAtahle  powi 
to  seize,  ad  hbiUmf  if  they  choose,  upon  our  pi 
vate  property  and  sacred  ri^ht8jand.evenon  tha 
of  the  sovereign  itself,  with  impunity,  withoi 
any  responsibility,  without  aay  control.     Tl 
Executive  has  no  power  to  put  a  stop  to  this  y 
dicial  piracy.    Congress,  who  iiave  left  to  ns  b 
a  very  small  portion  of  those  rights,  privtlegi 
and  immunities,  to  which  we  were  entitled  I 
the  treaty  of  cession — Congress,  considered  by  i 
as  the  imprc;gnahle  rampart  of  the  small  poru< 
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of  ciril  liberty  left  to  us,  ha?e,  by  the  enacting 
of  that  law,  rendered  that  renaainder  of  civil 
libenj  a  mere  mockery,  perfectly  illasory  and 
Dulcss  to  tts.  Coagress,  by  patronizing  the  usurp- 
ers of  our  country,  have  justified  the  Nefarious 
attempt  to  stUe  upon  the  city  port,  and  by  sane^ 
tioaiDg  the  means  to  efiect  ihii  public  robbery, 
they  Jure  not  only  jeopardized  the  property  of 
our  port,  but  the  property  of  the  whole  country, 
which  may  at  any  time  be  invaded  by  the  same 
neans,  to  which  this  law  gives  full  life  and  vi- 
gor.**  1  repeat  it,  that  the  property  of  the  whole 
eoQDtry  may  be  invaded  by  the  same  means,  and 
with  a  great  deal  more  facility  than  in  the  present 
iastaDce ;  beeause  this  attempt  to  plunder  trom  us 
oor  port,  presents  so  clear  a  case,  and  has  been 
to  ably  defended,  that,  if  we  fail  to  obtain  justice, 
there  will  remain  no  hope  of  obtaining  it  in  any 
other  case  wluch  may  arise.  It  ought  to  be  remem- 
bered that  the  measures  now  recommended  pro- 
eecdfrom  theadvocatesof  our  plunder^rs,and  they 
tre,  00  doubt,  believed  to  be  such  as  are  best  eai- 
colated  to  secure  their  prey. 

Sir,oar  usiupers  may  find  more  difficulty  in  suc- 
ceeding in  this  audacious  attem])t  than  they  seem 
at  present  to  be  aware  of,  notwithstanding  their 
sDperior  knowledge  in  superior  warfare,  which 
bs  suggested  to  them  the  very  ingenious  in7eo- 
tioD  ofoew  formalities,  which  they  now  cry  up  as 
iodispeosable  to  the  correct  administration  of 
jibtice.  Persuaded,  as  I  am,  of  the  righteousness 
of  my  cause,  I  cannot  consider  those  forrpalicies 
IS  anything  more  than  new  snares,  in  which  jus- 
tice may  bs  entrapped — a  mere  trick,  by  which 
tbeymean  to  impose  on  the  deluded  defendants, 
the  empty  form  lor  the  real  substance  of  justice. 
Bat,  with  all  their  endeavors,  they  cannot  wrest 
from  Q5  the  port  of  our  own  town  by  virtue  of  a 
ttT retroactive  law,  when  it  has  been  so  loogse- 
CQred  to  us  under  the  sanction  of  so  many  old 
tad  salutary  laws,  which  are  well  understood 
iflBong  us,  and  which  wil^  doubtless  be  strongly 
tad  efficiently  urged  in  supporting  the  justice  of 
OQr  cause.  This  undertaking,  therefore,  appears 
to  me  a  desperate  one,  but.  unhappily,  it  is  too 
well  calculated  to  make  tne  defendants  despair 
likewise. 

Mr,  Chairman,  I  never  in  my  life  before  heard 
uy  one  plead,  at  least,  I  never  before  heard  it  in 
tbis  honorable  House;  and  now,  unfortunately, 
tt  is  against  the  justice  of  my  cause.  I  feel  more 
lorrow  for  it  than  I  can  express.  Perhaps  I  do 
not  well  understand  what  pleading  is,  but  it  strikes 
tne  that  a  pleader  is  pretty  much  like  a  soldier, 
f bo  fights  for  victory,  leaving  the  justice  of  his 
ttQse  wholly  out  of  the  question.  If  I  am  cor- 
tect  in  my  opinion,  pleading  and  legislation  are 
^0  very  difierent  occupations  or  pursuits.  The 
galled  station  of  the  legislator  imposes  it  upon 
him,  as  a  sacred  doty,  to  stifle  every  passion,  to 
mbdoe  erery  interest,  but  that  of  the  public  good. 
The  path  which  he  is  bound  to  pursue,  is  traced 
^him  by  the  eternal  hands  of  justice  and  equity. 
He  holds,  like  the  Fates,  the  destinies  of  the  peo- 
ple in  his  hands.  The  manners,  the  virtues,  the 
patriotism,  of  the  nation,  take  their  tone  from  his 


laws.  If  he  deviates  from  the  only  true  rule 
of  correct  legislation,  natural  justice,  and  equity^ 
all  is  lost. 

Let  us  now,  for  a  moment,  suppose  that  this 
bill,  now  on  your  table,  may  pass;  in  what  a  hor- 
rid predicament  shoulo  we  find  ourselves!  It  is 
true,  we  should  ha?e  the  comfort  to  have  fellow- 
sufferers  of  high  character  and  standing,  the  Ex- 
ecutive and  Congress ;  but  would  that  satisfy  ust 
No;  the  flagrant  injustice  would  remain  the 
same.  Our  laws,  our  liberty,  our  imprescriptible 
rights  as  men,  our  civil  rights  as  citizens,  the  sa- 
cred right  of  property,  and  the  inalienable  sover- 
eign rights, will  then  nave  been  violated  and  tram- 
pled under  foot  with  impunity.  Could  we  pos-' 
sibly  consent  to  the  annihilation  of  all  our  rights  ? 
Would  not  our  duty  as  men,  as  citizens,  as  Ame- 
ricans, force  as  to  a  laudable  resistance  ?  Would 
we  not  be  driven  to  oar  last  shift,  and  obliged  to 
apfwal  to  yoiur  conatAttteats,  and  arpprize  them,  to 
their  utter  astonishment,  of  the  abuse  you  had 
committed  oa  the  power  they  had  intrusted  to 
you,  in  patronizing  the  violation  of  all  that  they 
have  been  taught  from  their  infancy  to  hold  sa- 
cred, and  to  maintain,  at  the  hazard  of  their 
lives  1  They  would  appoint  other  Representa- 
tives, and  we,  I  entertain  no  doubt,  should  be 
lighted. 

It  is  the  immutable  decree  of  Gh>d  himself,  that 
no  man,  or  set  of  men,  shall  be  utgiist  with  impu- 
nity. The  consequences  of  injustice  are.  dread- 
ful and  unavoidable.  A  people  oppressed  by  ty- 
ranny are  like  the  body  when  afflicted  by  sick* 
ness — ^a  stranger  to  ease,  and  anxious  to  obtain  it; 
every  position  is  tried,  until  one  less  painful  thaa 
the  othera  is  found  that  may  sufler  him  to  take  a 
little  rest ;  so,  the  victim  of  tyranny  is  ever  restr 
leas  in  search  of  relief  from  his  oppression.  I 
know  of  no  other  solid  ba^is  for  a  Govern  meat, 
even  the  most  despotic,  to  rest  upon  but  justice ; 
bat  certainly,  on  no  other  basis  can  the  stupen- 
dous fabric  of  our  confederation  securely  stand. 
Place  it  on  any  other,  and  it  will  be  like  a  bouse 
erected  on  the  8and*->when  the  winds  blow  and 
the  rains  descend,  it  will  be  swept  from  its  foun- 
datioB.  ' 

The  Committee  rose  at  three  o'clock,  reported 

frogre^Sj.and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again — and  the 
touse  adjourned. 


Tborsdat,  March  15. 

Mr.  N£WTON,from  the  Committee  of  Comv 
Q^rce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  (which  {iost4>oae 
the  commencement  of  the  bill  to  June  30,)  to  thr 
biU  to  pi«v«at  the  issuing  of  sea-letters  except 
to  certain  vessels,  report^  an  agreement  to  the 
same,  with  an  ameDdmeBt  thereto,  yiz:  "Provi- 
ded, nevertheless,  that  no  sea4elter  shall  be  issued 
to  any  vessel  whiah  shall  not  at  this  time  foe 
furnished  with  or  entitled  to  a  sea-letter,  unleaa 
•uefa  vessel  shall  return  to  some  port  or  place  ia 
the  United  States  or  territories  thereof  on  or  be^ 
fore  the  said  30th  day  of  Jane  next." 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  concurred  in. 
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Mr.  Eppes  reported  a  bill  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  clerks  and  to  authorize  the  lay- 
ing out  certaio  public  roads."— Twice  read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  Eppes  reported  a  bill  imposing  additional 
duties  i^on  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  from  any  foreign  port  or  place. 

[This  bill  IB  compofled  of  five  Bections. 

The  Ist  imposes  an  additional  duty  of per  cent. 

ad  valorem  on  all  goods  from  foreign  ports  paying  a 
dul^  ad  valorem. 

The  second  imposes  an  additional  duty  of per 

i  cent  upon  the  duties  now  imposed  on  goods  paying 
specific  duties. 

The  3d  imposes  an  addition  of  ten  per  cent  to  the 
several  duties  imposed  by  this  act,  on  all  goods  im- 
ported in  vessels  not  of  the  United  States. 

The  4th  prescribes  the  mode  of  collection. 

The  5th  continues  the  law  in  force  to  the  1st  day  of 
April  1811,  and  no  longer.] 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed.' 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Tristram  Hussey,  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Friday  next. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Lapsley. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate  of  yesterday^  upon  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  amendments  or  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  provide  for  the  third  cen- 
sus, or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States."    Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  tne  amendments  aforesaid,  agree 
to  the  conference  asked  by  the  Senate  upon  the 
subject-matter  thereof,  and  appoint  Mr.  Fisc,  Mr. 
Pitkin,  and  Mr.  Macon,  managers  at  the  said 
conference  on  their  part. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

Mr.  Macon  made  the  following  report,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed: 

"The  conferees  on  the  part  of  the  two  Houses  on 
the  disagreeeing  votes  on  the  bill  *  respecting  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  for  other  purposes/ have 
met,  and  those  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives report,  That  they  have  met  the  conferees  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  that  they  have  not  agreed 
on  any  modification  of  the  bill,  nor  have  either  agreed 
to  recede. 

"The  conferees  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  made  a 
proposition  to  insert,  in  the  room  of  the  sections 
stricken  out,  the  following:  <Be  it  farther  enacted, 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  and  he  here- 
by is  authorized  to  employ  the  public  armed  vessels  of 
the  United  States  in  convoying  the  merchant  vessels 
of  the  United  States,  wholly  owned  by  a  citizen  or 
eitizens  thereof,  and  laden  with  cargoes  wholly  the 
property  of  a  dtiien  or  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  issue  instructions  which  shall  be  conformable  to 
the  laws  and  usages  of  nations,  for  the  government  of 


the  ships  which  may  be  employed  in  convoying  rack 
merchant  vessels.'  To  which  the  conferees  on  the 
part  of  the  House  disagreed. 

**  The  conferees  on  the  part  of  the  Hoose  of  Repn- 
sentatives  made  the  following  proposition :  To  pen&it 
British  merchant  vessels  to  import  into  the  United 
States  British  produce  and  manufactures,  but  not  to 
export  any  artude  whatever :  to  permit  French  nsr 
chant  vessels  to  import  into  the  United  Slates  Fiend 
produce  and  mannfoctores,  but  not  to  export  taj  ir- 
tide  whatever,  to  retain  the  10th  and  13th  sectioBi; 
and  to  explain  the  12th  section,  touching  the  penahici 
and  forfoitures  under  the  embargo  act.  To  whom  the 
conferees  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  disagreed.** 

BATTURE  AT  NEW  ORLEANS. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  respecting  me 
batfure  being  called  for — 

Mr.  Bassett  moved  to  postpone  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  bill  till  Monday  next.— Nef- 
atived,  61  to  45. 

The  motion,  under  consideration  when  the 
House  yesterday-  adjourned,  to  strike  oac  the 
whole  of  the  bill,  was  warmly  debated  at  consid* 
erable  length;  Messrs.  Poiif dexter,  Sheppct, 
Ross,  and  Botd,  opposing  it,  and  Messrs  Bibi, 
Troup,  Taylor,  and  Holland,  supporting  it 

The  motion  was  negatived,  57  to  51. 

After  further  progress  the  Committee  rose, 
reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again  | 
wnich  was  refused.  The  bill  is  now  directly  bej 
fore  the  House.  I 


Friday,  March  16. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Fisk  thtt  ibt 
House,  do  now  adjourn,  and  the  question  beiDj 
taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  negatirc 
yeas  5,  nays  43. 

The  bill  presented  yesterday  concerning  in ralij 
pensioners  was  read  twice,  and  committed  lo^ 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

The  bill,  also  presented  yesterday,  for  the  relu 
of  Margaret  Lapsley  'was  read  twice,  and  con 
mitted  .to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Frida 
next. 

Mr.  McKiM,  from  the  committee  appointed  q 
the  thirteenth  instant,  presented  a  bill  to  alter  tl 
times  for  holding  the  circuit  court  of  the  Uoiu 
States  for  the  District  of  Maryland,  which  wt 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  t| 
Whole  on  Thursday  nexL 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pa 
lie  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  acoi 
mittee  appointed  by  the  Baptist  church  at  Sale 
meeting-bouse,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

An  engrossed  bill  regulating  the  Post  Omce  E 
tablishment  was  read  the  third  time,  and  pas$« 

A  mes:Fage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hou 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "/ 
act  for  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  Distn 
Court  in  Ohio;^'  to  which  they  desire  the  co 
currence  of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amey  Di 
din.  The  bill  was  reported  without  amendme 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  thi 
time  to-morrow. 
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MRS.  HAMILTON'S  CLAIM. 

The  Hoose  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth 
Hamilton. 

Messrs.  Smilie,  Root,  W.  Alston,  Bacon, 
Macoh,  Clat,  and  Botd,  opposed  the  bill,  and 
Messrs.  Johnson,  Sbbffet,  and  Nelson,  support- 
ed it. 

The  Committee  rose  about  four  o'clock  and  re- 
ported the  bill. 

Mr.  Macon,  moved  to  amend  the  said  bill  bv 
striking  out  the  following  words:  ** five  years  full 
piy  for  the  services  of  her  said  deceased  husband 
IS  a  Lieoteoanl  Colonel  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  which  five  years  full  pay  is  the  commutation 
of  bis  half  pay  for  life ;"  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
Krting,  '^whatever  may  be  due  to  ner  for  his  ser- 
Ticesasan  officer  during  the  Revolutionary  war." 

Mr.  Qholbon  called  for  a  division  of  the 
qaestioD. 

Aod  the  motion  to  strike  out  was  negatived, 
?eas  57,  nays  54,  as  follows : 

Till— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jnn^,  Wil- 
bun  Anderson,  Exekiel  9aoon,  David  Bard,  William 
W.BOib,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler, 
Jkt^  Calhoun,  Mat^w  Clay,  John  ClOpton,  James 
Cochnn,  Orchard  Cook,  James  Cox,  William  Craw- 
M,  Joseph  Dealia,  WiUiam  Findley,  Meshack  Frank- 
lio,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  S.  Garland,  Peterson  Good- 
VTB,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hafty,  William  Kennedy, 
Aaron  Ljle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Alex- 
isder  McKim,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jeremish  Morrow,  Thomas  Newbold,  John  Porter,  John 
lea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Mat- 
AiuRidiards,  John  Roane,  Erastos  Root,  Ebeneser 
Sige,  Thos.  Sammona,  Ebenexer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw, 
I«b  Sffiilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel 
Suth,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Charles 
Turser,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Rich- 
nd  Winn,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats— Burwdl  Basaett,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James 
Bicckenridge,  John  Campbell,  John  C.  Chamberlain, 
WiUiam  Chamberlin,  Bpaphreditus  Chammon,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Howelh  Cobb,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John 
l^TCQjport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Jonathan 
Fiik,  Thomas  GhOlson,  Thomas  R.  G^ld,  William  Hale, 
Nfethtniti  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heistar,  Benj;  Howard, 
JoDsihan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  inn.,  Richard 
H.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman 
Kudwrbaeker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  tSdward  St^  Loe  Ltv- 
moore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Vincent  Matthews, 
Ardubold  McBiyde,  feasant  M.  Miller,  WiUiam  Mil- 
Ofr,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley^  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas 
Kcwton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jun., 
Timothy  Pidiin,  jun.,  Etisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy, 
John  Randolph,  John  Ross,  Daniel  ShefTey,  Dennis 
^It,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B. 
^targes,  Jacob  6woope,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taylor, 
Nicholu  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K. 
Vao  Bensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Eieklel  Whitman, 
Old  James  Wilson. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
tddiDg  the  foll|>wing  proviso: 

Prmded,  That  it  shall  be  made  appear,  to  the  sat- 

Qif  the  accounting  officem  of  the  Treasuiy  De- 

ptitment,  that  the  said  Alexander  Hamilton  ever  war 

catiiled  to  half  pay  or  eommutation.' 


M 


The  movers  tff  these  two  amendments  and 
Mr.  Root  declared  themselves  hostile  to  the  bill, 
even  if  the  amendment  was  adopted,  but  con- 
tended that  it  would  precisely  limit  the  provision 
of  the  bill  to  the  object  which  its  advocates  pro- 
fessed  to  have  in  view,  viz :  to  relax  the  statute 
of  limitations  in  favor  of  the  claim,  and  to  place 
it  in  the  same  situation  as  it  would  have  been  in 
if  no  such  statute  had  ever  been  passed. 

These  amendments  were  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Sheffcy,  Nelson,  and  Pitkin.  It  was  &aid  that 
the  first  would  defeat  the  object  of  the  bill,  as  the 
petitioner  did  not  claim  arrears  of  pay  due  to  him, 
but  half  pay  or  commutation.  The  second  amend- 
ment was  objected  to  as  referring  to  the  account- 
ing officers  of  the' Treasury,  the  decision  of  a 
question  already  once  solemnly  decided  by  the 
House,  viz :  whether  General  Efamilton  did  serve 
to  the  end  of  the  war  or  not  ?  There  was,  it  was 
said,  no  calculations  or  examinations  of  vouchers 
necessary  in  this  case,  as  the  bill  made  a  specific 
appropriation ;  and  there  was  therefore  no  occa* 
sion  ^0  refer  the  settleqient  to  the  accounting 
officers  of  the  Treasury. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Alston's  amendment 
was  decided  in  the  negative— ;yeus  55,  nays  56^  as 
follows : 

Ybas — ^Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Wil- 
liam Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
Burwell,  WiUiam  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew 
Clay,  John  Ciopton,  Jamea  Cochran,  Orchard  Cook, 
James  Cox,  WiUiam  Crawford,  Joseph  Desha,  WU- 
liam  Findley,  Meshack  FrankUn,  Gideon  Gardner, 
David  S.  Garland,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  James  HdUand, 
Jacob  Hufty,  WUUain  Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Alexander  Md^im,  Nicholas 
R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomas 
Newbold,  John  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane, 
Erastus  Root,  Ebenexer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Eb- 
enexer Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smille,'  George 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Charles 
Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  WhitehUl,  Rich- 
ard Winn,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats — Daniel  Blaisdell,  Junes  Breckenndge,  John 
Campbell,.  John  C.  Chamberlain,  William  Qhmbisrlin, 
Epaphrodttus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Howell 
Cobb,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  WilUam 
Ely,  James  Emott,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  WUUam  Hate,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven, 
Daniel  Heiater,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jonathan  H.  Hub- 
bard, Richard.  Jackson,  jr.,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Wal- 
ter Jones,  PhiUp  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickeibacker,  Jo« 
seph  Lewis,  jun.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Robert 
Le  Roy  Livingston,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  Mc- 
Bryde,  Pleasant  M.Miller,  Wiltiam  Milnor,  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  Roger  NelsOn,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Etisha 
R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Jno.  Randolph,  Jno.  Ross,  Dan- 
iel Shefiey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephen- 
son, Lewie  B.  Stnrgea,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart, John  Taylor^  Nicholaa  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van 
Horn,  KUlian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Ezekiel  Whitman,  and  James  WUson. 

And  on  motion,  the  House  then  adjoarned 
about  five  o'clock. 
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Satobdat.  MarcfaT  17. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Livebmore,  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn :  and  the  question  being 
taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  negatire 
— yead  13,  nays  51. 

The  report  made  yesterday  by  the  Committee 
on  the  Pablic  Lands,  On  the  petition  of  a  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  congregation  of  the  Bap- 
tist church  at  Salem,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows:  • 

Resolved,  Tnat  five  acres  of  land,  including  the 

ground  on  which  the  Baptist  meeting-house  at 
alem,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  it  built,  be  re- 
!^erved  from  sale,  for  the  use  of  the  Baptist  society 
at  that  place. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  be  brought  in,  pursuant  to 
the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

A  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  received  yesterday,  was  read,  transmittiiTg 
copies  of  a  treaty  with  the  Kickapoo  tribe  of  In- 
dians, for  the  extinguishment  of  their  title  to  cer- 
tain lamis  within  the  Indiana  Territory,  invoiTing 
conditions  which  repuire  legislative  provisjon. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled.  "  An 
act  for  altering  the  time  for  hotding  the  I>istrict 
Court  of  Ohio,"  was  read  twice  and  ordered  to 
be  read  the  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sawter, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering  or  extend- 
ing the  time  of  holding  the  Federal  District 
Courts  of  I^orth  Carolina. 

Mr.  Sawyer,  Mr.  Winn.  Mr.  Holland,  Mr. 
Miller,  and  Mr.  Qray,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, pursuant  to  the  said  resolution. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Rhea  of  Tennes- 
see, that  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post 
Roads  have  liberty  to  sit  until  twelve  o'clock  in 
each  day  hereafter,  although  the  House  be  in  ses- 
sion, until  they  be  ready  to  reoort. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Van  Horn 
to  amend  the  said  motion,  by  inserting  after  the 
words  **Pdst  Roads,"  "and  the  Committee  oo  the 
afairs  of  the  District  of  Columbia :"  And  the 
question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative. 

The  question  reeurring  on  the  original  motion 
as  proposed  by  Mr.  Rrba,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative. 

AMEY  DARDIN'S  CLAIM. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amey  Dardin  was 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Starpord  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
obtain  a  more  particular  report  on  the  claim  than 
bad  been  made.    Motion  negatived. 

The  passage  of  the  bill  was  opposed  by  Messt^. 
Magon,  Bacon,  Pickman,  and  Stanford,  and 
advocated  by  Messrs.  Gholrow,  Smilie,  W.  Al- 
ston, and  Shepfet. 

[It  was  opposed  on  three  grounds— -the  main 
objection  being  that  it  opened  the  statute  of  limita- 


tions ;  2,  that  the  claim  ought  not  to  be  allowed, 
because  the  horse  for  which  'compensation  was 
asked  mi^ht  have  been  reclaimed  if  the  deceased 
Mr.  Dardin  bad  chosen  to  have  received  it;  3^ 
that  interest  ought  not  to  be  allowed  on  the  som 
at  which  the  horse  was  valued.] 

The  bill  was  passed — yeas  82,  nays  24,  as  fol* 
lows: 

Ybas— LemiMl  J.  Alslon,  Wiilis  Alston,  jr.,  Wi- 
liun  Anderson,  Burwell  Bassett,  James  Breekearidgv, 
John  Campbell,  John  0.  Chamberiain,  William  Chan- 
berlin,  £piaphroditus  Chamj^oD,  Martin  Chittendn, 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Richard  Cutta,  Joha 
DsTenport,  jun.,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  Jamcc 
Emott,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findlej,  Jonatkia 
Fisk,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Petema 
Goodwyn,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  Williim 
Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heiater,  James 
Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jonathan  H.  Hobbard, 
Richard  M.Johnson,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knicker- 
backer,  Joaeph  Lewia,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore, 
Robert  Le  Rioy  Livingston,  John  Love,  Robert  Mama, 
Vincent  Matthewa,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Samuel  Mt- 
Kee,  Alexander  McKim,  William  Mflnor,  Thootf 
Moore,  Jersmiab  Monow,  Roger  Nelson,  Tlioniaa  New* 
bold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  Joseph  P^l^ 
son,  Benjamin  Piokman,  jon.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Jaaiik 
Qttiney,  John  Rea  of  PennsylTsnia,  John  Rosa,  Ebea- 
eaer  Sage,  Adam  Seybert,  Samnei  Shaw,  Daniel  Shcf* 
fey,  Dennis  Smek,  John  Smilie,  Geotge  Smith,  Joha 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stai* 
ley,  Jamea  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Stttrges,  Jacob  Swoope, 
Samuel  Taggait,  John  Taylor,  George  M.  Troop,  Jt- 
bei  Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Hon, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Lahan  Whealon,  Kkhai4 
Winn,  and  Robert  Witherapoon. 

NATS-^Esekiel  Bacon,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown>  Willimn  A.  Burwett,  Williim 
Btttler,  Joaeph  Calhonn,  Jamea  Coohfan,  Janea  Coi, 
WilUam  Crawford,  Jacob  Hnfty,  William  Keancdf, 
Aaron  J^yle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Nloholaa  R.  Moore, 
John  Potter,  Matthias  Richards,  J^hn  RoaBe»  Eraatu 
Root,  Thomas  Saaaaaons^  Lemnel  Sawyer,  Ebeacacr 
Seaver,  and  Charles  TuToer,  jr. 

MRS.  HAMILTON'S  CLAIM. 

The  conoideratioo  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Mrs.  Hamilton  was  called  for. 

Mr.  VTiNN  moved  to  adjourn.    For  it,  21 

Mr.  Root  moved  to  postpone  the  ft»rther  eoo' 
sideration  of  it  t»U  Priday  next.  Negatived,  57 
to  43. 

Mr.  Root  opposed  the  bill  at  length,  and  Mr. 
PiBK  replied: 

The  qaestion  ^  Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed  for  s 
thira  reading?"  was  then  taken  and  carried,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follow: 

Ybas-- Burwell  Basoett,  Daniel  Biaisdell,  Jamei 
Breckenridge,  John  Campbell,  Jobn^  C.  Chamberiaia. 
William  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditns  Champion,  Martia 
Chittenden,  Howell  Cobb,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Da* 
vsnport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  Jamea  EmOtt,  Jonathan  Fiik, 
Thomaa  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Ni- 
thaniel  A.  Hayen,  Daniel  Heister,  Benjamin  Howard, 
Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jr^  Richani  | 
M.  Johnaon,  Philip  B.  Key.  Herman  Knickeibacker. 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St  Loe  Ijireraiote,  Robart 
Le  Roy  Liringstoh,  Jetai  Love,  Ymoeni  Matthaw». 
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ArchibaM  McBiyde,  Plennt  M.  MiUer,  WUKam  MU- 
Dor,  JeremUh  Momwy  JonsChtn  O.  Moaelej,  Gurdon 
8.  Mnmford,  Roger  Neiflon,  Thomtf  Newton,  Joseph 
Peftiaoo,  BeBJftinin  PiduDtn*  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
Peter  B.  Porter,  EUieha  R.  Potter,  Joeiah  Quincy,  John 
Randolph,  John  Roes,  Adam  Sejbert,  Daniel  8heffey, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis 
B.  Stnrgcs,  Jacob  Swoope,  Sam.  Taggart,  John  Taylor, 
Cri  Tncy,  Jabez  tJpham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archi- 
bald Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban 
Wbetton,  Eiekiel  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson.^ — 54. 

NiTt — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Wil- 
liun  Andenon,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bor- 
ireli,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay, 
Jotm  Clapton,  James  Cochran,  James  Cox,  WilHam 
Crawford,  Joseph  Desha,  Wiltiam  Findley,  Meshack 
Fnaklin,  Gideon  Gafdner,  Dsvid  8.  Garland,  Peteison 
Goodwjn,  James  HoUaad,  Jacob  Holly,  William  Ken- 
nedy, Asion  Lyle,  NathMiiel  Maoon,  Robert  Marion, 
Alexander  McKim,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thoniaa  Moore, 
Thomm  Newbold,  Jolm  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsyi- 
mua,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee*  Matthias  Richaids, 
John  Boaae,  Enatna  Root,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Thomae 
StBUBons,  Lemacl  Sawyer,  Ebeneaer  Seaver,  Samuel 
Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Sam- 
uel Soiith,  Heniy  Southanl,  Richard  Stanford,  Charles 
Tuner,  jr.,  Robert  Weaklev,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Rich- 
ud  Winn,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. — 63 

Oo  the  question  when  the  bill  should  be  read 
I  third  time,  Mr.  Root  named  Friday  and  Mr. 
Nelson  to-day. 

For  Friday  44 — For  Monday  50. 

To-day  was  fixed  as  the  day;  and  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  T.  Moore  to  adjourn.  Lost, 
63  to  50. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  63 
io  53,  the  votes  being  precisely  the  same  as  those 
Ait  taken,  except  that  Mr.  R.  Brown  was  ab- 
xat  on  this  vote. 

DETACHMENT  OF  MILITIA. 

Oo  mocion  of  Mr.  Clat,  the  House  resumed 
tb«  coDsideration  of  the  bill  authorizing  a  de* 
tachmeDt  of  the  militia  of  the  United  Stales. 

Mr.  Pitkin  rose  to  propose  an  amendment  to 
^fhWl  (relative  to  the  mode  of  distributing  arms 
)oTo{oiiteers,)aiid  had  made  some  progress  in  his 
remarks  in  support  of  it,  when,  at  the  instance  of 
Mr.  LiTERMORB,  he  gfave  way  for  a  motion  to  ad- 
joora,  which  was  decided  43  to  33. 


Monday,  March  19. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
tbat  the  Senate  adhere  to  their  amendments  to  the 
!>ili.  entitled  '^  An  act  coneerniog  the  commercial 
iotereoorse  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  and  France,  and  for  other  purposes." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Litbrmork,  that 
^e  HoQse  do  cook  to  the  following  resolution : 

^*»9htd.  That  the  Oommittee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Poit  Roads  be  instraeted  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedi- 
ney  of  mthorizing  the  Postmaster  General  to  contract 
^  carrying  a  mail  between  Boeton  and  Newbuiyport, 
I » the  Btete  of  Massachusetts,  over  the  Newbaryport 
tompike  road ;  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

A  motioa  was  made  by  Mr.  Rbba,  of  Tennessee, 


that  the  said  resolution  do  lie  on  the  table ;  and 
the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  deter* 
mined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  agree  to  the 
resolution,  and  determined  in  the  aflSrmative. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^'  An 
act  for  alterinff  the  time  of  holding  the  District 
Court  of  Ohio."  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  McKeb  called  for  the  consideration  of  his 
resolution,  relatire  to  adjournment,  of  the  2d  of 
April. 

Mr.  Stanlct  moved  to  amend  it  by  striking 
out  **theSd  of  April,"  and  inserting  ^  the  third 
Monday  in  April." — The  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  moved  to  refer  the  resolution 
to  a  committee  to  be  appointed  by  this  House,  to 

i'oin  with  such  committee  as  should  be  appointed 
>y  the  Senate,  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  and  re« 
porting  what  business  was  necessary  to  be  done 
previous  to  adjournment,  and  also  at  what  day 
Congress  would,  in  their  opinion,  be  prepared  to 
adjourn. 

[This  motion  was  supported  by  several  gen- 
tlemen, on  the  ground  thai  it  was  the  ordinary 
course  of  proceeding,  and  would  be  but  respectful  to 
the  Senate,  as  it  was  the  only  means  of  anowins 
what  business  that  body  had  before  it.  If  a  dif- 
ferent course  was  pursued,  the  two  Houses  hav- 
ing different  business  in  view,  might  each  em- 
barrass the  other's  proceedings. 

It  was  opposed  on  the  ground  that  such  m 
course  would  only  produce  delay.  Mr.  Smilib 
and  others  were  for  adjourning  at  the  earliest 
possible  day.  It  was  admitted  that  the  course 
proposed  was  usual,  but  it  was  saiil  that  the  re- 
port of  the  joint  committee  formed  no  guide  for 
the  conduct  of  the  House,  who  as  often  departed 
from  as  adhered  to  its  recommendations.  If  the 
day  expressed  in  the  resolution  did  not  coincide 
with  the  ideas  of  the  Senate,  it  was  at  their  op- 
tion to  amend  it.] 

The  question  was  taken  on  referring  the  reso- 
lution to  ajoint  committee,  and  carried,  75  to  33. 

Messrs,  W.  Alston,  Pitkin.  Findlbt,  Soutb- 
ABD,  and  Rue  A  of  Tennessee,  were  appointed  a 
committee  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

DETACHMENT  OF  MILITIA. 

The  House  again  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  of  the  mili- 
tia of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Pitkin  rose  to  offer  an  amendment  to  this 
bill,  with  a  view  to  make  it  conformable  with  the 
course  heretofore  pursued  by  Congress,  and  which 
he  hoped  never  to  see  departed  from.  He  pro- 
posed to  strike  out  the  fifth  section  of  the  Dili, 
which  regulates  the  mode  in  which  arms  shall  be 
distribute  to  the  different  places  of  deposite, 
with  a  view  to  the  insertion  of  a  substitute.  The 
act  passed  in  1808,  for  arming  the  whole  body  of 
the  militia  of  the  United  States,  provided  that  all 
the  arms  procured  under  it  should  be  transmitted 
to  the  several  States  and  Territories,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  effective  militia  in  such 
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States  and  Territories,  to  be  distributed  accord- 
ing to  such  rubs  and  reffulatioos  as  their  respect- 
iYe  Legrislatures  should  provide.  This,  Mr.  P. 
said,  had  been  done,  because  in  some  States  where 
the  militia  were  already  armed,  it  might  be  deemed 
better  to  keep  the  arms  in  arsenals  than  to  dis- 
tribute them  to  indiriduals.  If,  the  situation  of 
the  country  was  such  that  a  detachment  of  mili- 
tia was  necessary,  either  for  offence  or  defence, 
and  the  arms  were  to  be  therefor  taken  out  of 
the  arsenals  of  the  United  States,  they  ought  to 
be  distributed  on  the  principle  of  tne  former  law. 
As  the  bill  stood  at  present,  all  the  arms  of  the 
country  might  be  taken  out  of  the  arsenals  to 
furnish  those  with  the  arms  who  might  merely 
volunteer  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  them. 
Those  of  the  militia  who  had  complied  with  the 
laws,  and  purchased  their  own  arms  at  an  ex- 
pense of  fiheen  or  twenty  dollars  each  or  more, 
might  be  taxed  to  pay  for  the  arms  of  those  who 
had  not  complied  with  the  law.  If  any  one  thing 
could  rouse  the-  indignation  of  those  who  baa 
furnished  themselves  with  arms,  it  would  be  thus 
to  tax  them  to  purchase  arms  for  those  who  had 
neglected  their  duty. 

The  acts  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  sev- 
eral States,  he  said,  had  been  predicated  upon  the 
principle  that  every  freeman  shall  furnish  him- 
self with  arms;  and  it  was  a  principle  which 
ought  not  to  be  departed  from  in  any  country 
whatever.  Th^  man  who  purchased  his  own 
arms  would  feel  proud  of  them,  and  when  called 
upon  for  his  country's  service,  would  use  them 
with  spirit.  He  wished  it  inculcated  on  the  mind 
of  every  man  in  the  country  that  when  he  ar- 
rived at  a  certain  age  he  was  to  purchase  his  own 
musket  and  not  be  dependant  on  the  Govern- 
ment for  it.  If  a  contrary  principle  were  to  be 
established  at- (his  time  of  day,  in  what  manner, 
he  asked,  would  it  operate?  In  some  of  the 
States,  much  the  largest  proportion  fnearly  all) 
of  the  militia  had  been  in  the  habit  or  furnishing 
themselves  with  arms.  Where  that  was  the  case, 
they  did  not  want  arms.  If  they  were  taxed  for 
the  arms  for  the  people  of  other  States,  it  would 
be  encouraging  a  violation  of  the  laws,  and  offer- 
ing a  premium  for  neglecting  the  duty^of  aciti^ 
zen.  lie  was,  therefore,  opposed  to  the  bill  on 
the  ground  of  distributing  arms,  unless  it  went 
on  the  principle  Congress  had  heretofore  adopted 
on  this  subject.  He  wanted  no  invidious  dis- 
tinctions. 

If  these  arms  were  to  be  ffiven  to  the  volun- 
teers because  they  were  liable  to  be  called  into 
service,  Mr.  P.  said  he  was  also  opposed  to  the 
bill  on  that  ground.  It  was  establishing  a  dan- 
gerous precedent.  In  the  first  place,  said  he,  what 
IS  this  bounty?  You  give  a.  bounty  to  a  man 
who  shall  thus  enlist  under  the  possibility  (and 
mere  possibility)  of  his  being  called  out  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  only  for  nine  months' 
service,  of  the  value  of  near  twenty  dollars. 
The  bounty  you  give  for  an  enlistment  in  the 
regular  service  for  five  years  is  but  ten  dollars. 
Is  not  this  then  unequal  ?  It  certainly  is.  But 
very  few  gentlemen  would  say  that  there  waa  a 


probability  of  these  volonteers  being  called  out 
at  all.  They  would  hardly  suppose  that  toy 
Administration  w:oold  undertake  to  invade  Can- 
ada with  men  engaged  for  nine  mtfaths'serTJce 
only,  and  these  taien  from  the  militia  of  the 
country.  These  persons  would  merely  hare  to 
encamp  (in  what  manner  he  could  fkOt  dirioe) 
ten  days  successirely  in  each  year  for  two  years, 
during  which  days  they  were  to  receive  pay  and 
rations,  and  for  this  service,  all  that  could  be  con- 
templated for  them  to  perform,  they  were  to  re- 
ceive a  bounty  of  near  twenty  dollars !  He  was 
opposed  to  so  dangerous- an  amendment.  If  geo- 
tlemen  were  disposed  to  arm  the  militia,  why  did 
they  take  this  roundabout  way,  and  go  to  an  ex- 
pense of  nearly  one  millioii  for  pay  and  ratioos 
of  100,(X)0  men  for  iw^t^ty  days,  in  order  to  dis- 
tribute 100,000  aund  of  arms  ? 

NLt%  p.  said  that  he  for  one  did  not  believe,  after 
these  volunteers  had  been  encamped  ten  dajrs^ 
that  they  would  be  any  better  fitted  for  service 
than  by  common  militia  duty.  In  the  cooDtrf 
from  which  be  came,  {he  citizens  were  subjected 
to  as  much  militia  doty  in  a  year  as  he  believed 
would  be  at  least  equally  as  advantafeons  as  ten 
or  twenty  days'  encampment.  It  would  be  rather 
a  scene  of  riot  than  anything  else.  He  would 
not,  therefore,  give  ii  bounty  of  twenty  dollars 
for  this  purpose.  He  did  not  recollect  any  io* 
stance  in  which  arms  had  been  given  to  .a  people 
to  become  their  own,  except  in  the  RevoiutioQ- 
ary  war.  By  an  act  of  Congress  at  the  close  of 
the  war,  those  old  soldiers  who  had  fougtit  b^a7^ 
ly  during  an  eight  years  war.  were  allowed  to 
keep  possession  of  their  arms — the  compaaions 
of  tneir  toil — and  they  deserVed  them  well. 

There  were  various  other  objections,  he  said, 
to  the  details  of  the  bill.  In  what  way  were  the 
arms  to  be  kept?  The  bill  spoke  ot  arseoals: 
100,000  stand  of  arms  were  to  be  taken  froai  the 
arsenals  of  the  United  States,  and  placed  at  dif- 
ferent plaees^-a  greater  number  than  the  Uoiteli 
States  had  in  their  possession  fit  for  service.  How| 
were  they  to  be  kept  for  these  two  years  ?  la 
arsenals.  And  how  many  of  these  arsenals 
were  there  to  be  ?  If  the  commandant  of  each 
State's  proportion  thought  proper  to  discipUoe 
the  corps  by  companies,  there  m^st  be  as  maof 
arsenals  as  companies.  There  might  be  two 
thousand  places  of  rendezvous,  and  at  each  oi 
these. places,  by  the  bill,  was  to  be  an  armorer  at 
twenty  dollars  per  month.  But  suppose  the  corM 
was  disciplined  by  battalions.  There  must  be 
four  or  five  hundred  different  places  of  deposite. 
For  the  purpose  of  arsenals,  houses  wooid  harel 
to  be  purchased  or  rented.  No  guards  were 
spoken  of  for  the  arsenale.  He  should  himseil 
be  sorry  to  see  the  arms  of  the  United  States 
distributed  throughout  the  country  without  pro* 
tection.  They  would  be  lost  in  all  probability  io 
two  years.  These  rents  of  houses  would  cost  the 
United  States  a  pretty  item,  and  it  would  ba 
placed  in  the  power  of  an  officer  of  militia  ta 
make  contracts  for  the  United  States  to  m 
amount' of  many  thousands  of  dollars.  I 

For  the  reasons  he  had  stated,  and  which  hi 
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called  upon  gentlemen  seriously  to  consider,  Mr. 
P.  said  he  was  opposed  to  furnishing  arms  as  pro- 
posed. The  laws  of  Connecticut  were  rigid  in 
respect  to  arming.  If  a  person  arriving  at  a 
eertaia  age  did  not  furnish  himself  with  a  mus- 
ket, the  town  from  which  he  came  was  obliged 
to  furaish  him  at  the  expense  of  that  town  ;  and 
he  asked,  under  such  circumstances,  would  not 
fefltlemen  distribute  the  armsaccurdinff  to  States, 
and  oot  give  them  to  individuals  who  had  not 
considered  themselves  bound  to  obey  the  laws  ? 
The  Slates  would  then  place  the  arms  where 
thejr  pleased,  and  there  would  be  no  eipense  to 
the  United  States  for  rents  or  armorers. 

Mr.  P.  concluded  by  moving  to  strikeout  the 
fifth  section, and  insert  the  following: 

'^hdht  it  further  enacted.  That  within  one  month 
liter  a  return  of  such  detachment  and  volonteen  shall 
be  mide  to  the  Department  of  War,  the  Secretary  of 
War  shall  cause  to  be  transmitted  to  the  several  States 
lad  Territories  of  the  United  States,  from  the  arsenals 

oi  the  United  States, thousand  stands  of  arms ; 

t^  number  to  be  transmitted  to  each  State  and  Terri- 
tory to  be  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  effective 
men  therein;  to  be  distributed  to  militia  in  each  State 
»d  Territory,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as 
dialJ  be  by  law  prescribed  by  the  Legislatures  thereof 
»pectiTelj,  according  to  the  act  of  die  23d  of  April, 
.i^,  entitled  <*An  act  making  provision  for  arming 
ttd  equipping  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the 
Cnted  Butes.** 

Mr.  Clat  said  that  the  gentleman's  amend- 
neotweot  to  defeat  the  1^1,  the  object  of  which 
vutoarm  the  militia  volunteering,  and  not  to 
vm  them  generally.  As  to  arsenals,  there  would 
tot  be  so  many  wanted  as  the  gentleman  sop- 
f»ed.  There  were  perhaps  fifty  already  eslab- 
•atied.  At  Harper's  Ferry  there  were  30,000 
jMd  of  arms,  he  believed,  without  a  guard.  At 
ofriQgfieid,  50,000  in  the  same  situation.  At  the 
pltces  of  deposite  now  in  existence,  no  expense 
^U  be  incurred,  because  no  more  than  the  or- 
«i8ary  attendance  would  be  necessary.  By  the 
^ileman's  amendment,  arms  would  be  bestowed 
'MFC  they  were  not  wanted,  and  every  gentle- 
«M  must  see  the  propriety  of  rejecting  the 
tneodineDt. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  that  if  gentlemen  reporting  a 
«1I  vere  to  uke  it  for  granted  that  the  bill  they 
2^rt  is  adapted  precisely  to  the  object  they  pro- 
ws to  have  in  view;  if  it  were  to  be  taken  as  an 
>pted  point  that  in  the  arrangement  of  bills  com- 
mittees were  infallible  ;  if  all  discussion  is  to  be 
|J<wed  as  resulting  from  improper  views,  the 
werTaiions  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
•oQld  be  perfectly  proper.  But,  Mr.  D.  said,  that 
'« chairman  of  the  committee,  (Mr.  Clay,)  not- 
•iihsiaDdiog  the  magnitude  of  the  committee, 
^iviihstanding  he  commanded  a  platoon  of 
■«neteen  members  of  the  House,  would  not,  he 
^amed,  say  that  amendment  might  not  be 
l«de  to  the  bill.  If  that  argument  were  valid, 
Q  vould  be  useless  to  discuss  the  details  of  the 
"U.  As  he  did  not  himself  admit  the  correct- 
ly of  this  procedure;  as  it  was  an  assumption 
"tldm  theory,  and  without  the  evidence  of  ex- 
IUhCoir.2dS£ss.— 50 


perience  to  prove  the  fact  of  the  infallibility  of 
every  committee  appointed, Mr. D. said  he  thought 
it  proper  to  examine  whether  the  provisions  of 
this  bill  corresponded  with  the  standing  regula- 
tions of  the  country. 

Mr.  D.  proceeded  to  discuss  the  amendment. 
If.  the  bill  at  present  proposed  a  mode  of  distri- 
buting arms  different  from  that  prescribed  by  for- 
mer laws,  why  should  it  not  be  amended  as  pro- 
posed ?  Had  the  course  heretofore  pursued  beea 
found  improper  ur  ineffectual?    One  of  the  ar- 

&uments  in  favor  of  the  bill  he  had  understood  to 
s  that  it  provided  for  dispersing  the  arms  of  the 
United  States,  and  preserving  them  from  deca^. 
If  the  system  of  dispersing  them  already  provi- 
ded was  more  systematic,  more  cheap,  and  more 
adapted  to  the  purposes  of  defence  than  that  con- 
tained in  the  bill^  why  attempt  to  scout  that  sys- 
tem of  distribution  to  make  way  for  this?  It 
was  too  mueh  to  require  the  House  to  abandon 
their  former  course,  raerel]r  because  a  committee 
had  reported  in  favor  of  doing  so. 

Mr.  D.  said  that  his  reason  for  being  in  favor 
of  the  amendment  was,  that  it  was  in  pursuance 
of  the  system  already  in  existence  for  arming  the 
militia;  that  it  came  in  aid  of  that  system,  ad- 
ding arms  to  the  fund  alreadjr  provided  for  arm- 
ing the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,  and  accomplishing  one  great  object  of 
that  law  more  efficiently  and  less  expensively 
than  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  Anderson  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question. 

And  the  question  was  taken  for  striking  out  the 
fifth  section,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas 
40,  nays  70.  as  follows : 

Ykas — ^Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breekenridge,  John 
C.  Chamberlain,  William  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditna 
Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John 
Davenport,  Jan.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Thomaa 
R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  WilUam 
Helms,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  Jan., 
Robert  Jenkins,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Vincent  Matthews,  Wm.  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Daniel  She^ 
fey,  John  Stanley,  Lewis  B.  Sturgee,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Jabez  Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Arch'd  Van  Horn, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Exekiel 
Whitman,  and  James  Wilson* 

Nats — ^Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Wil- 
liam Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
Clopton,  Howell  CoUb,  James  Cochran,  James  Cox, 
William  Crawford,  Richard  Cntte,  Joseph  Desha,  Wil- 
liam Find  ley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Gideon  Gardner,  Da- 
vid S.  Garland,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  James 
Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyle, 
Robert  Marion,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thos.  Moore, 
Gordon  S.Mamford,  Roger  Nebon,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Thomas  Newton,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Mat- 
thias Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  John  Ross, 
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Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Lemael  Sawyer, 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis 
Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smidt,  Henry 
Southard,  Rich'd  Stanford,  John  Taylor,  John  Thomp- 
son, Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Ch^es  Turner,  jr., 
Robert  Weakley,  Richard  Winn,  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Mr.  Dana  said  he  had  an  amendment  to  pro- 
pose, to  which  he  presumed  there  coutd  be  no  ob- 
jection, except  upon  the  supposition  that  there 
was  so  much  perfection  in  the  bill  that  it  could 
not  be  amended.    The  bill  proposed  authorizing 
a  detachment  of  militia;  and  also  authorized  the 
acceptance  of  volunteers,  to  whom  on  certain 
conditions  arms  we^e  to  be  ffiven.    Mr.  D.  said 
gentleman  would  recollect  that  in  the  accounts 
laid  before  Congress  from  the  Department  of  War 
of  the  returns  of  militia  under  the  two  last  requi- 
sitions, it  appeared  that  from  some  States  no  re- 
turns had  been  receiyed ;  from  some  of  the  States 
mention  was  made  of  volunteers  and  detach- 
ments, and  from  some  States,  complaints  were 
made,  of  not  having  means  for  arming  and  equip- 
ping them.    Gentlemen  would  see,  he  said,  that, 
as  respected  detachments,  arming  and  equipping 
them  according  to  law,  constituted  the  burden 
and  inequality  and  oppressiveness  of  these  requi- 
sitions.   If  it  was  merely  a  call  for  men  in  pro- 
portion to  l^opulation,  it  might  be  fair;  but  when 
It  was  required  to  provide  them  With  arms  and 
equipments,  then  the  rule  by  which  Congress  lev- 
ied direct  contribution  was  unequal.    If  the  Uni- 
ted States  were  to  furnish  arms,  this  bill  would 
be  liberated  from  one  great  objection  which  he 
had  to  it  formerly.    As  far  for4h  as  the  militia 
were  required  to  furnish  equipments  for  the  de- 
tachment, so  far  forth  were  they  required  to  con^ 
tribute  property ;  which  contribution  beings  une- 
qually levied,  was  so  fat  not  conformable  to  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution.    To  remedy  this  ine- 
quality he  proposed  that  the  militia  detached,  as 
well  as  the  volunteers,  should  be  furnished  with 
arms  by  the  United  States,  for  which  purpose  he 
.  offered  the  following  section  as  an  amendment  to 
the  bill: 


*'  And  that  in  case  of  a  xetom  of  any  detachment  of 
militia  from  a  State  or  Territory  in  pursuance  of  the 
&ni  section  of  this  act,^there  shall  be  furnished  by  the 
United  States  a  number  of  muskets  and  other  accon* 
trementa.  required  by  law  equal  to  the  whole  number 
of  non-commissioned  officers  and  private  so  detached, 
and  the  same  shall  be  transmittod  to  such  State  or 
Territory  for  the  use  of  the  detachment  when  called 
into  actual  service,  and  eventually  may  be  distributed 
to  the  militia  in  the  State  or  Territory,  under  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the 
Legislature  thereof,  according  to  the  act  of  the  23d  of 
April,  1808,  entitled  *'  An  act  making  provision  for 
arming  and  equipping  the  whole  body  of  Uie  militia  of 
the  United  States.'' 

Mr.  Clay  said  that  a  law  was  alresidy  in  exist- 
ence, having  for  its  object  the  progressive  arming 
of  the  militia,  and  the  intention  of  this  bill  waf; 
immediately  to  arm  such  as  should  volunteer. 
This  amendment  was  like  the  other,  intenjded  to 
defeat  the  bill.  Mr.  C.  said  he  had  understood 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Dana)  to 


ask  him  when  he  was  up  before,  whether  heme&Dt 
to  think  for  the  whole  House.  In  answer  to  this, 
Mr.  C.  said,  that  if  some  eentlemen  would  thiok 
more  and  talk  less,  it  would  be  a  great  economjr 
of  time,  and  an  advantage  to  the  public  basi- 
ness,  and  he  recommended  this  remark  to  the 
consideration  of  the  gentleman  and  his  friends. 

Mr.  Sheffet  said  if  his  colleague  had  attended 
a  little  more  to  the'amendment  under  considera- 
tion, he  would  not  have  pronounced  it  similar  to 
the  one  rejected.    Why  did  they  arm  the  vokn- 
teers?    Because  they  were  to  be  engaged  in  the 
public  service.    Either  the  puUie  exigency  de- 
manded them,  or  it  did  not.    If  it  did  not,  there 
was  no  occasion  for  calling  them  oizt.    If  it  did. 
why  arm  the  volunteers  and  not  the  militia  ?  If 
it  was  intended  to  have  an  effective  force  of 
100,000  men,  to  be  cotnpoaed  of  volunteers  and 
draughted  militia,  all  ought  to  be  equally  armed 
if  any  were.    The  Housd  bad  said  that  tbe  rol- 
unteers  should  be  armed  at  the  expense  of  the 
Governmeht,  and  ^hy  ought  not  the  other  por- 
tion ot  the  same  force  be  arm6d  also  ? 

Mr.  Clat  said  if  his  colleague  had  attended 
to  the  militia  la\^,  he  would  not  have  run  into 
the  blunder  he  had  got  into.  Every  militiamtD 
was  bound  to  supply  himself  with  arms.  There 
was  a  great  difference  between  the  service  of  the 
two  descriptions  comprised  in  this  bill,  and  arms 
were  to  be  given  to  volunteers  as  an  encoarage^ 
ment  to  them  to  engage. 

Mr.  Dana  said  the  gentleman  had  '*' answered'] 
his  question  by  way  of  giving  advice.  It  so  hapj 
peoed  that  persons  were  sometimes  very  readj 
to  give  advice  when  others  did  not  ask  it  of  ihen^ 
If  tbe  gentleman  really  meant  his  observation  a{ 
a  reply  to  a  question,  it  was  really  only  an  m 
dence  of  the  precision  of  his  logic.  Every  H 
unteer  engaging,  Mr.  D.  said,  must  previousl 
belong  to  the  militia ;  and,  by  the  gentleman' 
own  reasoning,  as  every  militiaman  was  boon 
to  be  completely  armed,  the  provision  for  giTlnj 
them  arms  must  be  superfluous.  But,  as  thj 
House  had  determined  to  give  arms  to  tho^ 
volunteering,  Mr.  D.  said  ne  was  disposed  ^ 
place  both  species  of  force  on  an  equality.  , 
Mr.  Dana's  motion  was  negatived  by  yeas  an 
oays — 67  to  38. 


[The  yeas  and  nays  on  thia  question  were  tl 
me.  as  on  Mr.  Pitkin's  motion,  except  thj 


same 


Messrs.  W.  Alston,  Bacon,  Bibb,  Gbolsoi 
Haven.  Howaro,  Knickerbacker,  McKee,  ai 
Mdmford^  who  voted  on  thai  question  were^ 
sent  on  this.  Mr.  Cook,  absent  before,  now  votj 
in  the  affirniiative ;  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Cbamberla^ 
who  voted  in  the  affirmative  before,  oh  this  iq 
tion  voted  in  the  negative.]  - 

Mr.  Hale  wished  to  propose  an  amendmet 
which  would  offer  encouragement  to  tht»en^ 
sons  already  armed  to  volunteer,  or  at  least  pu 
them  on  the  same  footing  with  those  who  h\ 
neglected  their  duty.  With  this  view,  heoffeil 
the  following  section  as  an  amendment : 

^And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  any  ▼otonti 
who  is  armed  and  equipped  aeeordng  to  law,  and  A 
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retain  hi*  arms  duritig  tile  tine  of  Ins  eftlHitnentyihaU 
reeeJTe  therefor  in  mosey  an  emonnt  equal  to  the 
Tahie  of  such  anna  and  eqoipaent,  to  be  eatimated  hy 
Ihe  Seeretaiy  of  War." 

Mr.KcT  was  opposed  to  this  amendment;  prin- 
cipally because  it  was  necessary  that  all  the  arms 
of  men  in  the  same  body  ahoUld  be  alike  and  of 
the  same  calibre. 

Mr.  Ely  obserred  that  the  present  militia  laws 
of  the  United  States  required  a  particular  de- 
scription of  arms,  which  were  not  admitted  to 
pass  inspection  uiiless  they  were  of  that  descrip- 
tioo.  Mr.  £.  further  remarked,  that  although  the 
Uaited  Slatea  had  now  oomioally  150,000  stand 
of  araiSj  they  had  sot  100,000  fit  for  aerriee,  and 
it  therefore  seemed  proper  that  indiTidoala  should 
be  permitted  to  reeei?e  compensation  for  the 
arms  already  in  serriee. 

Mr.  Dana  quoted  the  kw  to  abow  that  the 
arms  with  whieh  citizens  are  required  by  law  to 
faraish  themselres  were  to  be  of  a  certain  de- 
scription, the  standard  of  which  was  fixed  by 
law. 

The  question  Was  taken  on  Mr.  Hale^s  mo- 
tioD  and  decided  in  the  negatire — yeas  73,  nays 
34;  as  follows : 

TiA^— Danid  Blaiadefi,  Jamea  Breekenridge,  Wm. 
Cbambtrlin,  Epaphroditna  Champion,  Martin  CMtten- 
dffi,  Samnd  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William 
Ely,  Jamea  EmotC,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale, 
Jontthm  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jaitkaon,  junior,  Robert 
ienkins,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joaepfa  Lewis,  jon^ 
Edvaid  St  Loe  LiTOimore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
huihMh  O.  Moaeley,  Btajamin  Pickmto,  jr.,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  junior,  Bliaha  R.  Potter,  Joaiah  Qoiney,  Jamea 
Stephenson,  Lewie  B.  Stuigea^  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel 
Tifjurt,  John  Thompaon,  Jabez  Upham,  Arch'd  Van 
Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Eiekiel  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

NiTi — ^Lemuel  J.  Alston,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bas- 
Ktt,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
Williim  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun, 
Mttthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James 
Cochran,  Jamea  Cox,  William  Crawford,  Rich'd  Cutta, 
JoMph  Deshi^  William  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Me- 
il^  Frankl^,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland, 
Thomas  Gholfion,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Daniel  Heister, 
Junes  Holland,  Benj'n  Howard,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard 
X.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  Philip 
B.  Key,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyie,  Robert  Marian,  Alex- 
uder  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Mottow,  Roger  Nelson,  Tho- 
BIS  Newbold,  Thomaa  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John 
Porter,  Peter  B«  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylv'a,  John 
Khea  of  Tenneeaee,  Matthias  Rlcharda,  John  Roane, 
Knstos  Root,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Thoa.  Sammona,  Lem- 
M  Sawyer,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Ad«n  Seybert,  Daniel 
jhefley,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smitie,  George  Smith, 
m  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  H^ry  Southard,  Richard 
pnfoid,  John  Stanley,  John  Taylor,  Uri  Tracy,  George 
I*  Tronp,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke, 
pibert  Weakley,  Richard  Winn,  Robert  Withenpoon. 

^r.  PioKMAN  aaid  he  had  an  objection  to  the 
m  section  of  the  bill,  which  provides  that  the 
plonteers  shall  once  in  each  year  be  encamped 
P  ten  days  sttecesMveljr.  He  apprehended  that 
ps  provision  would  sobject  the  United  States  to 


an  expense  of  from  six  hundred  thoosand  to  a 
million  of  dollars  annually;  and  he  also  appre- 
hended that  instead  of  being  an  advantage  to  the 
persons  encamped,  it  would  be  productive  of  very 
injurions  consequences.  He  asked  gentlemen 
seriously  to  say  whether  in  that  short  space  of 
teii  days  men  could  make  any  useful  improve* 
menl  in  camp  duty  and  discipline:  whether  it 
would  not  take  nearly  the  whole  of  the  time  to 
fix  an  encampment,  and  accommodate  the  mea 
in  it.  Mr.  P.  said  he  had  to  this  section  an  ob- 
jection much  more  serious  than  that  he  had  sta- 
ted. As  the  volunteers  woffld  not  be  considered 
in  actual  service,  these  encampments  would  be 
places  of  dissipation,  and  extremely  injurioua  to 
the  morals  of  the  yonng  people,  viewing  it  in 
this  light,  and  as  the  father  of  a  /kmily,  some  of 
whom  might  enrol  themselves  in  this  corps,  he 
objected  to  this  section.  He  thought  that  these 
ten  days'  encampments  would  make  them  no  bet-^ 
ter  eoldiers,  and  much  worse  citizens.  He,  there- 
fore, moved  to  strike  out  the  sixth  section,  which 
is  in  the  following  words : 

Sxc.e.  And  htU further  enadedf  That  the  said  vol- 
linteera  shall,  once  m  each  year,  if  not  called  into  act" 
ual  service,  be  encamped  for  ten  da^s  successively,  for 
improvement  in  camp  duty  and  discipline,  either  hj 
regiments,  battalions,  or  companiea,  aa  the  Command- 
ant of  Brigade  shall  direct;  and  in  case  any  non-con^ 
missioned  officer,  musician,  or  private,  shall  ftdl  to  attend 
and  perform  his  duty  as  aforesaid,  without  an  ezcuae 
satisfactory  to  the  Commandant  of  his  regiment,  or  shall 
so  appear  without  being  uniformed  aecoarding  to  orders, 
his  arms  and  accoutrements,  or  musical  instrumenty 
shall  revert  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Ely  aaid  the  volunteers  when  encamped 
were  liable  to  no  sort  of  punishment  for  miscon- 
duct, not  even  to  the  militia  laws  of  the  several 
States.  There  was  no  other  restriction  on  them 
then,  nor  any  other  inducement  for  them  to  at- 
tend these  musters  than  the  expectation  of  re* 
ceiving  a  musket  each  at  the  end  of  their  engage- 
ment. This  bill  was  in  that  respect  a  permt 
burlesque  on  all  the  militia  laws  in  the  United 
States.  The  persons  engaging  were  called  upon 
(when  perhaps  seriously  engaged  in  other  busi- 
ness) voluntarily  to  travel,  perhaps  two  or  three 
days,  at  the  rate  of  thirtv-siz  or  thirty-seven  cents 
compensation  for  each  oay's  travel !  Mr.  fi.  con- 
curred fully  in  the  observations  of  his  colleague. 
If  you  have  an  army  encamped  in  any  part  of 
the  United  States,  said  he,  establish  them  under 
military  laws.  If  you  convene  '^re  hundred  men 
for  ten  days  under  this  bill,  suppose  they  are  dis- 
orderly or  run  away,  where  is  your  remedy? 
The  officer  prders  the  delinquent  back;  he  r^ 
sists;  where  is  there  any  authority  to  use  com- 
pulsion ?  The  very  appearance  of  this  thing, 
Mr.  E.  said,  would  strike  a  degree  of  terror  into 
the  people  of  this  country  for  the  consequences  of 
it.  Under  such  circumstances  he  was  decidedly 
in  favor  of  striking  out  this  provision. 

The  question -on  Mr.  Pickman'b  motion  was 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  40,  nays  77,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ysiif— Daniel  BlaiadsD,  James  BrackMmdge,  Wll 
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called  into  actual  service,  aod  those  provisions  of 
the  bill  only  will  go  into  operation  which  are  cal- 
culated upon  the  contingency  of  peace.  I  will 
examine  the  bill  for  a  moment,  and  see  whether 
it  promises  to  be  of  any  practical  utility  in  this 
pomt  of  view. 

The  objects  of  this  bill  are«  in  case  of  peace,  to 
improve  a  portion  of  the  militia  in  camp  duty 
and  discipline,  and  to  supply  them  with  arms, 
accoutrements,  &c.,  as  a  compensation  for  their 
services. 

These  men  are  to  be  called  out  and  encamped 
ten  days  successively  in  each  year.  They  would 
probably  be  called  out  either  by  battalion  or  regi- 
ment. It  could  never  be  thought  expedient  to 
have  so  small  an  eneampmeot  as  a  single  com- 
pany. They  must,  of  course,  in  parts  of  the 
couAtry  thinly  populated,  have,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  travel  a  very  great  distance.  When 
assembled,  they  must  ior  their  accommodation 
be  furnished  with  tents,  and  every  other  species 
of  camp  equipage;  they  must  exchange  their 
domestic  modes  of  living  for  the  life  of  a  camp. 
They  must  of  necessity  be  obliged  to  sleep  on 
the  ground,  a  circumstance  whicn,  it  is  to  be  ap- 
prehended, would  be  very  injurious  to  their  healtn. 
This  is  well  kno>ivn  to  have  been  the  case  with 
the  militia  who  were  called  into  service,  and  who 
had  been  unaccustomed  to  living  in  tents  and 
sleeping  in  this  manper,  during  the  late  Revolu- 
tioi^ary  war,  and  was  mentioned  as  a  subject  of 
^reat  regret  by  Genenl  Washington. 

These  encampments,  spread  all  over  the  coun- 
try, would  not  only  expose  the  health,  but  as  has 
been  justly  observed  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
fjrom  Massachusetts,  on  my  left,  (Mr.  Picki^an,) 
would  have  a  natural  tendency  to  corrupt  the 
morals  of  these  men.  Liberated  from  the  cus* 
tomary  control  of  thejr  parents,  masters,  and 
guardians,  and  surrounded  with  a  variety  of 
temptations,  they  might,  in  the  short  term  of 
time  they  are  to  be  together,  be  made  miich  worse 
citizens,  without  becomiug  much  better  soldiers. 

If  these  objections,  which  relate  simply  to  the 
health  and  morals  of  these  troops,  shopld  not  be 
thought  of  much  weight,  I  should  hope  that  they 
would  not  be  entirely  disregarded  in  this  House, 
notwithstanding  so  little  solicitude  seems  to  have 
been  manifested  either  for  the  health  or  lives  of 
the  unfortunate  men  who  have  engaged  in  the 
service  of  the  United  Slates  by  those  intrusted 
with  their  immediate  command.  But,  independ- 
ently of  these  considerations,  I  appeal  to  you,  sir, 
and  to  every  ^entleinan  in  this  House,  of  any 
military  experience,  whether  it  be  possible  that 
these  troops,  during  the  short  time  they  are  to  be 
encamped,  can  acquire  a^ y  knowledge  of  camp 
duty  and  discipline  that  would  be  useful  ? 

It  will  be  recollected  that  these  men  must  be 
commanded  bv  militia  officers,  equally  inexperi- 
enced and  unskilful  as  themsdves ;  officers  who 
have  themselves  to  learn  that  very  duty  and  dis- 
cipline which  the^  are  to  teach  to  their  soldiers. 
Is  it  then  to  be  expected,  as  some  gentlemen  ap- 
pear disposed  to  believe,  that  these  troops,  in  this 
term  .of  time,  and  u^der  these  circumstances,  are 


to  become  so  perfect  in  military  duty  apd  disci- 
pline aa  to  be  useful  patrons  to  the  residue  of  ihe 
militia  when  they  are  again  incorporated  with 
them  ? 

It  is  in  my  opinion  idle  to  expect  it  They 
might,  and  I  think  very  probably  would,  eoasider 
theknselves  of  coarse  vastly  superior  to  their  fel- 
low-soldiers, and  assume  upon  themselves  airs  of 
distinction  and  consequence,  but  it  would  pre- 
sently be  perceived  that  these  ten-day  veierau 
were  not  such  great  proficient  in  military  skill 
and  discipline  .as  they  fancied  themselves,  and 
they  would  be  more  likely  to  become  objects  of 
contempt  and  ridicule  than  models  of  useful  im* 
itation. 

As  to  the  mode  proposed  by  this  bill,  of  arming 
this  portion  of  th6  militia,  1  think  it  liable  to 
many  objections,  but,  as  there  is  one  alone  vhich 
in  my  mind  is  sufficient,  I  shall  advert  to  no  other» 
^^That  is,  that  these  arms,  accoutremeots,  &c^ 
which,  hy  these  provisions  of  the  bill,  are  to  be- 
come the  absolute  property  of  these  men  as  t 
compensation  for  their  services,  will  not  probably 
be  retained  by  them,  so  as  to  be  of  any  tubseqaest 
use  to  the  public,  ia  their  hands,  as  a  part  of  the 
militia. 

1  am  the  more  confirmed  in  my  belief  that  tbete 
men  woukl  dispose  of  their  arms,  as,  by  the  terms 
of  the  bill,  diey  are  authorized  to  do,  beicause  lam 
satisfied  they  will  go  into  the  bands  of  the  least 
respectable  part  of  the  militia,  and  who  would  be 
the  most  likely  to  part  with  them  as  soon  as  they 
should  have  it  in  tneir  power. 

Is  it  to  be. supposed  that  the  best  and  most  re- 
spectable class  of  the  militia  would  engage  ia 
this  service?  What  motive  oould  they  have? 
Surely  the  most  respectable  part  of  the  militia 
could  not  be  induced  to  engage  in  this  service  by 
pecuniary  considerations.  They  could  be  much 
more  profitably  employed  at  home,  in  the  pursuits 
of  their  own  private  concerns.  Would  they  be 
influenced  by  motives  of  patriotism— by  a  disio- 
terested  regard  for  the  public  good  ?  Perhaps  I 
entertain  too  strong  prejudices  against  this  bill. 
but  I  cannot  persuade  myself  that  any  man  of 
sufficient  sense  and  reflection  to  be  actuated  by 
any  consideration  of  this  nature,  would  ever  en* 
gage  as  a  volunteer  in  the  service  which  it  pro- 

f loses.  Those  men,  if  any,  who  would  be  mostj 
ikely  to  volunteer  their  services,  would  be  meaj 
of  that  description  who  would  not  retain  those] 
arms,  either  for  their  own  or  the  public  good^i 
This  benefit,  therefore,  which  these  gentlemen 
predict  to  result  from  the  passage  of  this  bill — 
that  of  arming  ia  a  suitable  manner  this  portion, 
of  the  militia — would  never  be  realized. 

Sir,  I  have  stated  some  of  the  most  prominent 
objections  which  present  then^elves  to  my  mindi 
against  the  present  bill. 

I  consider  it,  as  I  have  before  remarked,  as  a 
war  measure,  altogether  unnecessary,  aod  if  ne- 
cessary as  such,  not  well  adapted  to  that  object. 
As  a  peace  nieasure,  vexatious  and  expensive, 
and  calculated  in  its  operation  to  be  productive  ol 
much  more  evil  than  good  to  the  nation. 

Mr.  Peabson  said  that  the  bill  appeared  to 
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him  so  iocorrect  in  principle,  ami  so  confused  if 
fiot  absard  in  detail,  that  he  felt  himself  bound  to 
oppose  iu  Whenever  a  proposition  is  made  to  a 
Legislatore,  and  they  are  about  to  act  on  it,  the 
first  ioquiry  ought  to  be — is  it  necessary  or  not  ? 
He  said  he  woald  ask  ^ntlemen  who  advocated 
the  bill,  what  is  its  object  ?  What  has  induced 
them  now  to  bring  it  forward  ?  He  supposed  he 
should  be  answered  that  the  President  had  rec- 
omineDded  a  detachment  of  militia.  Was  this  a 
sofficieot  reason  for  gains  to  an  expense  of  two 
millions  of  dollars,  ana  exciting  unnecessary 
alarms  throughoot  the  whole  community  ?  Mr. 
P.  said,  that  to  his  mind,  that  alone  was  not  a 
sufficient  reason.  -  If  we  were  to  have  a  war,  or 
tbis  bill  was  to  meet  such  an  event,  why  had  the 
House  not  been  told  that  war  was  necessary  ? 
Why  bad  not  particular  reasons  been  mentioned 
vby  ihis  nnneeessary  and  expensive  measure 
should  be  adopted  ?  He  said  he  for  one  never 
would  legislate  merely  because  the  Executive 
bid  recommended  it.  If  this  was  the  only  rea- 
son in  favorof  this  measure,  he  protested  against 
iu 

Mr.  P.  said  he  did  believe  that  there  were  some 
provisions  in  this  bill  that  were  unconstitutional ; 
bar  as  this  subject  had  been  investigated  whilst 
the  amendments  were  under  consideration,  and 
(be  priaciple  had  been  decided  by  the  House,  he 
«id  he  would  not  weary  the  patience  of  gentle- 
Den  by  going  aver  the  same  ground  again.  He 
ailaded  to  that  provision  which  authorized  the 
ExeeutiYC  to  call  the  volunteers  beyond  the  juris- 
dietioQ  of  the  United  States.  Notwithstanding 
the  strange  character  which  the  bill  gave  to  the 
Tolonteers,  they  must  be  militia  if  they  were  aby- 
ibiog  at  all.  The  officers,  who  were  not  to  be 
eompclled  to  sign  engagements,  must  at  all  events 
be  militiamen,  and  he  apprehended  the  soldiers 
BQst  partake  of  the  same  character,  or  else,  when 
tbey  got  out  of  the  United  States,  they  must  be 
apu^ef  soldiers  without  officers,  or  there  must 
be  a  new  set  of  officers  ready  to  receive  them 
vhen  they  crossed  the  boundary. 

The  bill  was  very  objectionable,  also,  Mr.  P. 
eonieoded.  on  the  ground  of  expense.    No  calcu- 
lation could,  he  apprehended,  be  made,  by  which 
tbe  expense  of  carrying  this  bill  into  effect  would 
eost  the  United  States  less  than  two  millions  of 
dolUrs.    The  details  of  the  biU  were,  in  his  ap- 
preheasion,  so  imperfect,  thiit  it  would  be  almost 
impossible  to  make  any  calculation  as  to  expense. 
He  would  suppose,  however,  that  50,000  men. 
one-half  of  the  whole  number  authorized,  would 
ToloQteer.    As  soon  as  an  individual  signs  an  en- 
gagement, it  is  sent  to  the  Executive  of  the  State. 
As  soon  as  the  engagement  is  thus  sent,  the  per- 
son ▼olunteeriog  receives  his  arms.    The  arms 
and  accoutrements,  estiihated  at  thirteen  dollars 
^cbf-for  fifty  thousand  men,  will  amount  to  six 
huadredand  fifty  thousand  doUai«.  Therations  for 
the  bame  number  ^n  days  in  camp,  and  allowing 
only  an  average  of  one  day  for  gomg  and  one  for 
returning,  will  amount  to  9120,000.    I  suppose 
<he  time  of  those  persona  to  be  worth  something. 
Although  it  be  not  money  paid  out  of  the  Trea- 


sury, it  operates  upon  the  citizen,  and  if  he  • 
pays  in  service,  the  tax  is  as  great  as  if  so  much 
money  was  actually  taken  from  the  pockets  of 
the  people.  Estimating  the  time  of  each  man  to 
be  worth'  fifty  cents  a  day,  the  amount  of  the 
time  of  50,000  men  for  twelve  days  will  be  $900,- 
000.  Taking  also  into  view  the  expense  for  fifty 
thousand  voHtnteers,  to  be  employed  ten  days  in 
each  year  in  camj)  duty,  will  be  at  least  one  miU 
lion  of  dollars. 

Let  us  for  a  moment,  sif^d  Mr.  P.,  examine  the 
inconvenience  that  the  peoplV  who  volunteer  will 
be  put  tb.  As  I  observed^  he*V«,  every  person 
who  sig^ns  an  engagement  will  be  received  by  the 
Executives  of  the  States.  Suppose  onff  one 
reeiment  in  the  State  of  North  (Jarolintf  Mould 
volunteer.  There  must  be  a  place  of  reode:^^^' 
at  some  place  in  that  State.  Suppose  it  to  h^^ 
the  centre  of  the  State ;  the  volunteer  will  once* 
a  year,  merely  to  perform  camp  duty,  be  marched 
one  hundred  and  fiftj  or  two  hundred  miles.  I 
ask  whether  the  individual  will  be  sufficiently 
compensated  for  this  march  of  three  or  four  hun- 
dred miles  by  the  advantage  he  would  gain  in 
ten  days'  encampment.  This  may  be  an  extreme 
case,  but  I  think  it  very  probable  that  in  many 
States  you  will  not  get  more  than  a  regiment  of 
volunteers. 

Again :  During  the  time  th^y  are  inarching,  ia 
there  any  provision  to  assist  the  volunteers  in 
carrying  their  rations,  or  any  c^mp  equipage  pro- 
vided for  ?  None.  These  persons  whilst  march- 
ing to  the  place  of  encampment  are  to  be  exposed 
to  the  inclemencies  of  the  season,  and  when  they 
arrive  at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  will  have  noth- 
ing to  shelter  them.  Would  not  this  be  extraor- 
dinary ?  A  body  of  men  in  the  service  of  the 
United  St*ates,  without  clothes,  without  a  tent 

fiven  them,  or  a  blanket  to  lay  on  the  ground ! 
t  cannot  be  expected  that  they  should  volunteer 
under  such  circumstances?  The  only  induce- 
ment I  can  see  for  those  persons  to  volunteer  is, 
that  a  musket  is  to  be  placed  in  their  hands  at  the 
end  of  their  engagement.  In  the  country  from 
which  he  came,  Mr.  P.  said,  that  a  musket  was 
not  of  very  great  value,  and,  according  to  the 
bill,  any  person  dissatisfied  with  the  service  mif  ht 
leave  it  and  refuse  to  attend,  without  any  other 
penalty  than  the  forfeiture  to  the  United  States 
of  his  right  to  the  arms.  Was  this  tie  sufficient 
to  bind  the  volunteer -to  an  engagement  which  he» 
finds  incon?enient,  and  which  perhaps  he  did  not 
understand  at  the  time  he  made  it?  Mr.  P.  said 
he  believed  not.  Besides,  this  bill  required  that 
if  the  volunteer  failed  to  attend  bis  duty,  unt- 
fornied  according  to  orders^  he  should  lose  his 
musket.  Why,  the  very  uniform  was  infinitely 
more  valuable  thap  the  musket  he  was  to  forfeit 
i  if  he  did  not  appear  in  uniform,  and  it  could 
not,  therefore,  be  expected  that  the  provisions  of 
the  act  shoula  be  rigidly  complied  with. 

The  arsenals  would  prove  another  expensive 
item.  Suppose  the  whole  100,000  men  should 
volunteer.  The  commanding  officers  of  regi- 
ments would  have  the  power  of  mustering  them 
by  regiments,  battalions,  or  companies.     The 
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TolaDteers,  coDf^ultiDg  their  own  conv^Dience, 
would  probably  muster  io  companies.  At  each 
place  or  muster  or  rendezrous  must  be  an  armorer 
And  an  arsenal.  One  hundred  thousand  men 
would  make  an  hundred  regiments  and  two  thou- 
sand companies,  and  gentlemen  could  calculate 
the  expense.  For  armorers  the  amount  would 
he  9480,000  annually,  or  $960,000  for  the  two 
years,  and  for  arsenals  the  amount  would  proba- 
bly be  nearly  as  great.  The  United  States  might 
be  run  to  the  expense  of  two  millions  of  dollars 
annually  (including  arms)  for  mustering  these 
volunteers  ten  days  io  each  year.  To  him,  Mr. 
P.  said,  this  was  a  very  strange  law  indeed,  and 
these  provisions  could  not  have  been  very  accu- 
rately examined  by  gentlemen  who  reported  the 
bill. 

Another  inconvenience  which  Mr.  P.  said  he 
should  like  to  hear  explained,  was  this :  Suppose 
a  general  of  brigade  should  volunteer  his  servi- 
ces; that  they  should  be  accepted,  and  he  should 
be  called  into  service  for  ten  days;  would  this 
general  thereby  lose  his  command  in  the  militia, 
or  would  he  command  both  the  militia  and  the 
volunteers  at  the  same  time?  He  said  he  had 
conversed  with  different  gentlemen,  who  differed 
in  opinion  on  this  subject,  and  he  should  like  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  to  explain  this  di- 
lemma. 

We  have,  said  Mr.  P.,  several  times  had  requi- 
sitions of  militia  under  laws  of  the  United  States. 
I  never  have  found  any  eood  to  arise  from  them. 
I  have  been  extremely  pleased  that  no  necessity 
existed  for  calling  them  into  service.  I  cannot 
-see  any  necessity  Tor  it  at  this  time,  and  I  know 
that  a  very  great  disadvantage  does  arise  from 
the  draught.  It  excites  general  alarm  throughout 
the  country.  It  always  has  an  effect  upon  the 
price  of  produce.  The  cry  of  war  alarms  the 
country ;  and  the  merchants,  though  they  maj 
believe  there  is  nothing  real  in  it,  will  make  it 
serve  as  a  pretence  for  raising  the  price  of  their 
produce. 

Therefore,  as  many  inconveniences  may  arise 
from  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  I  am  not  in- 
formed of  any  possible  good  to  flow  from  it,  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  vote  against  it. 

About  5  o'clock,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Tdesoay,  March  20. 

Mr.  FisK,  from  the  Committee  of  Conference 
on  the  census  bill,  reported  that  the  committee 
recommended  that  the  Senate  should  recede  from 
a  part  of  their  amendments,  and  the  House  should 
accept  the  remainder,  with  amendments  thereto. 
— The  report  lies  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  uf  Rich- 
ard Tervio,  referred  on  the  30th  November  last ; 
which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  con- 
tained concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

Resolved^  That  the  petitioner  be  permitted  to 
substantiate  his  claims  to  a  donation  certificate. 


and  that  he  produce  the  proof  of  his  cultiTatioB 
settlement  to  the  Register  and  Receiver  of  Pab- 
lic  Moneys  of  the  district  east  of  Pearl  rirer.lD 
theMississippi  Territory,  whoshalldecide  thereon. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  be  brought  in,pDrsoaotto 
the  said  resolution;  and  that  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clat, 

Resolved^  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  id- 
structed  to  report  to  this  House  whether  aoy.aod 
what,  expedition  may  be  given  to  the  correspood- 
ence  between  this  place  and  the  seats  of  gar- 
ernment  of  North  Carolina,  Somh  Carolioa  and 
Georgia,  by  employing  for  that  purpose  the  pres- 
ent route  to  Orleans ;  and  what  would  be  the  prob- 
able expense  of  establishing  connecting  lines. 
Also,  the  amount  of  money  expended  in  making 
and  clearing  the  road  from  Athens  to  Orleans ; 
and  to  furnish  all  the  information  be  possesses r^ 
specting  the  present  state  of  the  mail  route  from 
Washington  City,  by  Athens,  to  Orleans. 

Mr.  Stanley,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
on  the  14th  instant,  on  the  petition  of  John  Kerr. 
presented  a  bill  authorizing  the  discharge  of  Jobs 
Kerr  from  his  imprisonment ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  tbc 
third  time  on  Friday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  tbeHoase 
that  the  Senate  concur  with  this  House  in  their 
amendment  to  the  amendmeots  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  prevent  the  issuing 
of  sea-letters  except  to  certain  vessels,"  with  an 
amendment;  to  which  they  desire  the  coBeo^ 
rence  of  this  House. 

A  message  from. the  Senate  informed  the  Hoom 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  second,  sixth^ 
and  seventh  amendmenu  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^Ao 
act  providing  for  the  third  census,  or  rnuroen^ 
tion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States ;"  anil 
also  recede  from  their  fourth  amendment  to  th< 
said  bill,  with  a  modification. 

CLAIM  OF  ZEBULON  WADE. 

Mr.  JoBNsoN.  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Zebulon  Wade 
referred  on  the  9ih  ultimo;  which  was  read,  an^ 
the  resolution  therein  contained  concurred  in  b] 
the  House.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  it  appears  that  the  petitioner  was  a  seamai 
under  the  conunand  of  William  Pattanon,  on  board  Uv 
sloop  Despatch,  and  the  said  officer  and  all  the  aeamtl 
were  in  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  and  that,  o| 
the  4th  day  of  March,  1809,  acting  under  the  commani 
and  direction  of  the  said  William  Patterson,  on  bou 
said  sloop^  the  petitioner  was  severely  wounded  by  th 
discharge  of  said  sloop's  cannon — ^lost  one  of  his  thuml 
and  two  of  his  fingers,  and  almost  the  uae  of  his  rigl 
arm.  He  states  that  he  is  whollj  disabled  and  iaci 
pable  of  supporting  his  family  or  himself.  He  pra]| 
to  be  paid  the  expenses  incurred  in  curing  said  woud< 
and  a  pension. 

Upon  the  subjeet  of  pensions,  the  laws  and  reguli 
tions  of  the  Government  have  made  proviaions.  Tbi 
case  is  not  embraced  by  the  laws  regulating  apptie 
tions  from  the  Army,  nor  by  the  rales  and  regulatioi 
of  the  I^avy.  The  committee  had  only  to  inquire  wb 
ther  this  particular  case  was  audi  a  one  as  aboold  1 
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ipaetalij  profided  far.  It  appetni  to  your  oommittM, 
that  the  petitioBer  was  in  the  serrtoe  of  the  United 
8tate%  and  under  the  command  of  hie  proper  officer, 
when  he  receiyed  this  wound ;  but  it  waa  in  celebrat- 
ing the  4th  of  March,  as  a  day  of  rqoicing.  However 
the  committee  may  lament  the  miafortune  of  the  peti- 
tioner, they  do  not  believe  that  the  wound  was  received 
at  rach  time  and  in  such  service  as  should  form  an  ex- 
ception, and  require  special  provision  for  the  petitioner. 
They  recommend  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

The  House  took  up  the  message  from  the 
Senate  announein^  tneir  adherence  to  their 
ameDdments  to  the  bill  coDcerning  commercial 
iotercourse,  d&c. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  mored  that  the  House  recede 
from  ii8  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  LovB  made  a  motion  which  took  prece- 
deoce  of  Mr.  Livbrmore'b,  viz:  to  postpone  the 
fortber  coDsideratioo  of  the  bill  till  Monday  neit. 
Ii  seemed  probable,  he  said,  from  information 
lately  receired,  that  some  events  had  taken  place 
vhicb  would  essentially  alter  the  state  of  things. 
The  situation  of  the  two  Houses  in  relation  to 
each  other  being  somewhat  embarrassing,  he  said 
be  was  not  desirous  to  preeipitate  a  decision, 
especially  when  a  few  aays  might  produce  a 
ehange  in  our  relations  with  the  belligerents. 

Mr.  Cook  was  in  faror  of  this  motion,  and  for 
the  reason  which  had  been  giren.  He  thought 
ii  Tery  impolitic  to  act  immediately  on  this  im- 
portant subject,  when  news  was  every  hour  ex- 
pected whieh  might  alter  their  opinions  very 
essential Ij.  He  should  be  sorry  to  register  an 
let  at  this  moment  whieh  they  might  be  under 
the  necessity  of  undoing  in  a  week. 

Mr.  LiTERMORB  said  he  could  not  easily  con- 
ceire  why  a  decision  on  this  subject  should  be 
further  postponed.  Under  the  expectation  of 
great  news,  this  system  was  continued  from  day 
today,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  American  peo- 
ple. Gentlemen  would  no  doubt  act  on  their 
own  conYietions ;  but  be  hoped  they  would  con- 
tider  the  information  receired  from  every  part  of 
the  Union  of  the  public  voice  appealing  to  Con- 
gress to  repeal  the  non-intercourse  law.  Was 
tliere  any  news  of  war  being  declared  against  us 
l^fany  nation  ?  He  had,  to  be  sure,  heard  some 
jiimor  of  the  kind  as  to  France,  but  he  placed 
little  faith  in  it.  As  to  England,  he  had  heard 
from  all  quarters  of  favorable  prospects.  He 
compared  this  procrastination  to  the  punishment 
of  Tantalus  inflicted  on  merchants.  One  day 
was  held  out  an  expectation  of  a  decision,  and 
^hen  the  day  came  the  bill  was  again  put  off. 
He  hoped  it  would  now  be  decided. 

The  question  on  postponement  to  Monday  next 
>»ai  carried— yeas  62,  nays  66,  as  follows: 

Yin~Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jnnior, 
William  Anderwn,  Bnrwoll  Bassett,  Adam  Boyd,  John 
OKWrn,  Robert  Brown,  Wiltiam  A.  Burwell,  Joseph 
^•Ihoan,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb, 
iames  Cochran,  Oichard  Cook,  James  Cox,  WilUam 


Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha, 
Wm.  Findley.  Jona'n  Fisk,  Meshack  iPranklin,  Gideon 
Gardner,  Thomas  Gholion,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Wil- 
liam Helms,  James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Pleasant  M. 
Miller,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gordon 
8.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Potter, 
John  Rea  of  PennsyWania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John  Thompson,  Uri 
Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
Robert  Whitehill,  Richard  Wuin,  and  Robert  Wither- 
spoon. 

Nats— Ezekiel  Bacon,  Wm.  W.  Bibb,  Daniel  Blais- 
dell,  James  Breckenridge,  William  Butler,  John  C. 
Chamberlain,  Wm.  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditus  Cham- 
pion, Martin  Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Da- 
venport, jun.,  William  Ely,  Jas.  Emott,  David  8.  Gar- 
land, Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas.  R.  Gold,  Edwin 
Gray,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel 
Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jun., 
William  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Jos.  Lewis,  junior, 
Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Rol>ert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Matthews, 
Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Wm.  Milnor, 
Thos.  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Pottsr,  Josiah  Quin- 
cy,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Ross,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Den- 
nis Smelt,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James 
Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoops,  John 
Taylor,  Jabez  Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald 
Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  Weak- 
ley, Laban  Wheaton,  and  Ezekiel  Whitman. 

DETACHMENT  OF  MHJTIA. 

The  engrossed  bill  authorizing  a  detachment 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  States  was  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  Potter. — This  bill  is  to  raise  a  voluntary 
and  involuntary  army  of  one  hundred  thousand 
men,  and  I  am  opposed  to  it,  because  I  think  it  cal- 
culated to  do  much  injury,  to  cost  much  money, 
and  to  do  no  possible  good;  and  I  should  be 
pleased  to  be  informed  by  the  friends  of  this  army, 
whether  it  is  for  defence,  offence,  or  if  arms  be 
the  object?  If  for  defence,  against  whom?  Is 
there  a  gentleman  in  this  House  that  expects  an 
invasion  of  our  territory  ?  I  presume  not.  If  for 
offensive  war,  is  there  one  in  this  House  who 
wishes  such  a  contest  ?  I  hope  not.  If  we  were 
at  this  time  at  war  with  ail  the  world,  we  should 
not  want  such  an  army  as  this.  Great  Britain 
has  no  men  to  spare  to  send  here  to  invade  our 
territory ;  and  if  she  had,  she  would  know  better 
than  to  do  it.  And  if  France  was  ever  so  much 
disposed  to  send  an  army  into  this  country,  it 
would  be  in  vain — she  could  not  send  them.  If 
therefore  there  is  not  the  least  prospect  of  an  in- 
vasion, and  the  Gbvernment  are  not  disposed  to 
declare  war.  where  is  the  necessity  for  this  army? 
But  it  is  said,  that  this  is  not  a  standing  army  ; 
that  it  is  only  an  army  of  volunteers  and  detached 
militia.  I  have  always  understood  that  volun- 
teers enter  into  an  army  to  do  certain  services, 
without  signing  an  agreement  for  a  certain  time, 
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or  receiviog  may  bouoty ;  bal  that  as  sooa  as  a 
man  signs  an' enlistment  for  a  certain  time,  and 
receives  his  bounty,  from  that  time  he  ceases  to 
have  any  will  of  his  own.  until  hts  time  expires. 
He  becomes  a  regular  soldier  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  to  be  shot  or  hung,  or  otherwise  pun- 
ished, according  to  martial  law.  It  would  seem, 
by  the  fourth  section  of  this  act,  that  tach  volun- 
teer must  sign  an  engagement  to  serve  the  Uni- 
ted States  according  to  the  provision  of  this  act ; 
and  as  soon  as  he  is  called  into  actual  service, 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  he  shall 
be  subject  to  the  rules  and  orders  of  war,  and  that 
he  can  be  called  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  to  any  place  out  of  its  jurisdiction  not  be- 
yond sea ',  and,  bv  the  dth  section,  that  when  the 
return  of  such  volunteer  shall  be  made  to  the  De- 
partment of  war,  each  non-commissioned  officer 
and  private  shall  be  furnished  by  the  United 
States  with  a  musket,  dbc,  in  complete  order. 
These  two  sections,  providing  for  the  enlistment 
and  bounty,  taken  by  themselves,  the  man  hav- 
ing enlisted  and  haviog  received  his  gun  as  a 
bounty,  would  make  a  complete  regular  soldier 
of  him,  and  he  would  be  obliged  to  serve  his  time 
out.  But  when  you  examine  the  sixth  sAtion 
which  j)rovides  for  the  ten  days'  annual  encamp- 
ment, if  not  called  into  actual  service,  you  then 
find  the  penalty  for  not  obeying  orders,  which  de- 
clares if  any  non-commissioned  officer  or  private 
shall  fail  to  attend  and  perform  his  duty,  either 
in  the  camp  or  in  actual  service^  whenever  called 
upon,  or  shall  fail  to  appear  without  being  uni- 
formed according  to  orders,  without  a  9aM^faQtoiv 
excuse  to  the  commanding  officer,  his  arms  shall 
revert  to  the  United  States.  If  therafore  one  of 
those  men,  when  called  to  do  camp  duty,  should 
appear  without  a  uniform,  when  the  law  does  not 
require  it,  nor  furnish  him  with  any  clothing, 
until  he  is  called  into  actual  service,  he  is  to  for- 
feit his  gun  for  not  appearing  in  his  uniform  be- 
fore he  IS  furnished  with  it  by  the  United  ^tates 
or  made  his  duty  to  furnish  himself  with  it.  By 
the  fourth  section  he  is  entitled  to  receive  his  gun 
immediately  after  return  is  made  of  his  name; 
if  he  should  refuse  to  do  this  camp  duty,  you 
have  no  power  to  control  his  person ;  the  only 
penalty  is  the  reversion  of  the  gun ;  you  there- 
tore  dispossess  yourselves,  of  the  gun,  and  have 
no  control  over  the  person  or  the  arms;  your 
only  remedy  for  the  arms  would  be  by  suit,  if  they 
should  refuse,  to  re-deliver  them,  to  recover  their 
Talue. 

It  would  seem,  by  the  7th  and  8tb  sections,  that 
those  guns  were  not  to  be  delivered  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  5th  section,  but  that  they 
should  be  deposited  in  arsenals,  rented  for  that 
purpose  by  the  commanding  officer,  in  the  care 
of  an  armorer  to  be  appointed  and  paid  for  keep- 
ing the  same  in  good  order,  to  be  delivered  oot  to 
the  several  companies  of  volunteers  either  to  be 
instructed  in  camp  duty  and  discipline  or  when 
called  into  actual  service  the  arms.,  dbc,  to  be- 
come their  property ;  provided,  that  before  such 
volunteer  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  his  gun,  &c. 
ha  shall  produce  from  the  commanding  o&Qei  of 


his  regiment  a  certificate,  Ihat  h^  has  performed 
the  service  required  by  his  engage«ient.    It  wiU 
therefore  seem  by  the  4th  and  5th  sections  of  this 
bill,  that  the  soldier  had  enlisted  and  reeeired  bis 
bounty  and  was  bound  to  do  duty ;  but  by  tbe6tb, 
7th  and  Sth  sections  it  was  entirely  optional  witli 
him  ;  if  he  performed  the  service  he  is  to  bare 
his  pay,  and  if  he  did  not,  there  is  nothing  biod* 
ing  on  either  side.    Let  us  now  pursue  and  ex- 
amine those  volunteers  in  the  performance  of 
their  camp  doty.    Who  is  to  command?   And 
by  what  law?    As  soon  as  they  volunteer  ihej 
are  no  looker  under  the  command  of  the  com- 
mon militia  officer,  and  they  are  not  subject  to 
the  articles  and  rules  of  war,  by  the  4th  section. 
until  they  are  called  into  actual  service.   So 
that  you  give  a  bounty  to  the  volunteers  for  do- 
ing nothing,  while  the  militia  are  obliged  to  arm 
themselves  at  their  own  expense,  and  do  all  tbe 
duty  for  nothing.    All  this  may  be  right  aod 
proper,  but  if  it  is,  I  must  confess  I  have  oot  ca- 
pacity sufficient  to  discover  it.    I  will  leare  it  to 
the  honorable  Chairman  who  reported  this  bill, 
he  being  a  military  man,  and  this  of  coarse  » 
new  kind  of  army,  to  reconcile  to  himself  vbat 
appears  to  me  delects  and  inconsistencies  in  tbis 
bill.    The  other  part  of  this  army  that  are  called 
militia  are  detached  for  nine  months,  without 
any  bounty  or  arms,  and  they  are  as  regular  sol- 
diers for  that  tingie  as  any  of  our  standing  army. 
We  find  fault  wit^h  the  English  for  impressiDg 
their  seamen  ip  time  of  war,  but  here  we  draagbt 
or  detach  our  men  for  nine  mootha  in  timeot 
peace  J  and  it  is  no  consolabon  to  a  man  that  be 
was  draughted ;  he  goes  as  much  against  his  will  as 
though  he  had  been  impressed  in  the  first  instaitce. 
If  you  want  more  men,  enlist  them.    If  anyihiag 
is  meant  by  this  bill  more  than  the  former  de- 
tachments having  the   same    title,  the  people 
will  be  deceived,  and  if  not,  it  is  a  useless  ex- 
pense.   This  detaching  and  encamping  will  be 
attended  with  many  evils  and  bad  consequeuces, 
and  will  disturb  the  minds  of  the  people  very 
much.  The  common  trainings,  that  last  only  ooe 
4ay,  serve  to  corrupt  the  morals  of  the  incauiioas 
youth  very  much,  and  improve  them  very  little 
m  the  art  of  war.    This  encamping  will  be  a 
pernicious  thing;  it  will  be  a  school  for  vice  and 
immorality;  it  will  be  a  new  thing  in  many 
places  and  parts  of  the  country ;  it  will  collect 
many  idle  and  dissipated  people  .together ;  it  will 
be  the  means  of  a  general  suspeAsion  of  labor  m 
many  places  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  camps 
for  a  part  of  the  ten  days  at  least.    The  officer 
will  have  no  power  to  control  the  soldier.    Tbe 
soldier  will  be  released  from  the  common  militia 
law,  and  they  are  not  amenable  to  the  articles 
and  orders  of  war,  until  they  are  called  into  ac- 
tual service.    In  this  situation,  and  iipder  all  these 
circumstances,  it  would  be  well  to  have  a  religi- 
ous camp  meeting  tp  succeed  the  military ;  as,  ac- 
cording to  a  saying  of  the  greatest  personage  that 
ever  was  upon  earth,  who  said  that  he  did  not 
come  to  call  the  righteoiLs.  but  sinners,  to  repent- 
ance, opeqing  a^reat  field  for  a  man  of  piety  aod 
talents  to  exercise  bis  ingenuity  in  preaching  to 
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bese  people  id  order  to  eorreoC  and  reinstate  their 
QJnds. 

We  are  io  no  fear  of  an  invasioDyand  we  oaght 
lot  to  go  to  war  for  territory. 

If  arms  is  the  object  of  this  bill,  and  the  South- 
rn  peopje  are  not  as  well  armed  as  the  Northern, 
re  are  all  of  one  great  family,  let  us  distribute 
rots  (0  the  several  Btate&  according  to  the  nam- 
er  of  the  militia.  Ancl  if  unfortunately  we 
bould  ever  be  invaded  at  any  point,  we  ahoold 
lot  want  for  men  to  use  them.  It  would  not  be 
sked  to  what  party  a  man  belonged,  or  what 
laiioD  had  inraaed  us.  The  militia,  on  such  an 
ccasioa,  would  cheerfully  torn  out  and  do  their 
tat^,  aod  keep  the  field  until  they  could  be  re- 
icTed  by  regular  troops. 

The  militia  are  generally  composed  of  poor 
Dco,  wbose  burdens  are  already  more  than  they 
iDght  to  be,  and  but  a  few  of  that  class  get  ex- 
stopt  from  military  duty  by  office^  and  I  believe 
bac  tbey  do  not  own  the  one  hundreth  part 
tf  tbe  property  in  the  United  States.  Why 
ben  sbonld  tbey  do  all  this  duty  to  defend  it? 
It  DOW  costs  a  poor  man  about  fifteen  dollars 
oeqoip  himself,  and  if  he  has  sons,  it  costs  him 
isjnuch  more  for  them,  besides  idl  their  time  at 
laioings,  which  is  a  poor  man^  estate.  If  a  man 
us  property  beyond  the  comfortable  support  of 
lisfaioily,  with  that  surplus,  he  can  pay  a  tax 
vitbout  feeling  any  injury  from  it,  and  add  to 
kk  property.  If  he  has  but  a  scanty  support  for 
bb  family,  all  you  take  from  him  you  take  from 
ibeir  real  necessities. 

If  be  has  no  properly  aod  depepds  upon  his 
iailjT  labor  for  the  support  of  a  young  and  help* 
liss  family,  every  dav  you  call  such  a  man  out  of 
bioess  you  injure  nis  family ;  his  time  is  their 
RiKort  and  depeodance. 

Wbat  is  to  become  of  such  a  family,  if  the 
^d  aboold  be  detached  and  sent  off  for  nine 
nontbs?  His  pay  will  barely  support  himself, 
^  will  have  nothing  to  leave  with  them  but  his 
payers. 

I  am  not  opposed  to  this  bill  because  it  appears 
lobe  a  favorite  measure  of  the  Administration. 
1  an  against  it,  because  I  think  it  will  do  much 
wm  and  no  possible  good,  because  it  will  put 
the  natioQ  to  gr^^t  expense  and  inconvenience 
ibr  nothing.  Those  ^nUemen  who  think  it  an 
t^TJsable  and  beneficial  measure  will  support  it 
^Q  the  best  of  motives,  and  as  I  cannot  con- 
Hder  it  io  thai  view,  I  shaU  oppose  it.  But  if  1 
visbed  to  injure  the  present  Administration,  and 
vu  ioflueneed  by  no  oiher  motives,  I  would  le- 
Bnin  silent,  and  would  not  prevent  the  passage 
ofit  if  in  my  power — but  viewing  the  operation 
oftblsbillas  I  do,  I  cannot  remain  silent,  with- 
wt  doing  all  in  niy  power  to  preveal  its  passage. 
If  1  coDsidered  it  merely  in  a  party  point  of  view 
Uboold  wish  it  to  pass ;  I  should  not  say,  as  was 
ttid  OQ  another  occasion,  "  O  that  mine  enemy 
would  write  a  book !"— but  I  should  wish  one  or 
^0  such  laws  as  this  passed  and  enforced.  In 
vat  case,  the  people,  i  believe,  would  soon  re- 
i^.Te  tbemaelves  from  a  repetition  of  the  like 


I  am  against  all  kind  of  armies  in  a  Govern- 
ment like  ours,  except  the  common  militia,  un- 
less on  the  greatest  necessity.  We  began  by  a 
small  standing  army — the  people  would  not  bear 
an  increase  of  it — then  we  resorted  to  a  large 
detached  army.  Now  we  are  to  have  a  large 
volunteer  and  detached  militia  army;  a  little 
better  armed  and  more  energetic.  If  this  should 
be  found  not  to  answer  the  expectation  of  mili- 
tary men,  and  we  should  hereafter  have  a  Presi- 
dent of  more  military  habits,  the  next  change 
will  be  a  large  standing  army.  And  this  is  the 
way  that  republicanism  gradually  slides  into  mil- 
iary despotism.  I  am  against  them  all,  call  them 
by  as  pleasant  names  as  you  please.  I  find  man- 
kmd  aoout  the  same.  Give  them  power  and  they 
generally  go  Io  the  extent  of  it.  if  they  do  not 
abi^se  it.  Give  them  money  ana  they  generally 
spend  it  all.  and  want  to  borrow.  And  give  al- 
most any  Administration  a  large  army  and  navy 
and  a  full  treasury,  and  but  a  small  minority  to 
oppose  them,  and  in  my  (pinion  they  will  soon 
have  th^  country  in  war. 

When  I  consider  that  the  men  to  be  raised  by 
this  bill  noay  be  sent  to  New  Orleans,  it  brings  to 
my  mind  melancholy  reflections  respecting  the 
fate  of  our  army  in  that  country  the  last  Summer. 
If  the  situation  of  that  place  required  that  army 
for  its  defence  at  that  time,  and  as  there  were 
a^ording  to  the  last  returns,  out  of  2,250  men, 
only  about  420  ofilcers  and  men  fit  for  duty,  it 
may  be  possible  that  a  part  of  these  men  may  be 
required  for  the  same  service.  I  have  in  my  hand 
two  letters  describing  the  situation  and  sufferings 
of  that  army,  which  I  will  read,  so  that  the  House 
may  see  what  is  publicly  reported  to  have  been 
their  sufferings.  [The. tollowing  is  one  of  the  ex- 
tmcts  alluded  to: 

^  CuKVfn^TJt  Oaio,  Z>ee.  20. 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  of  the  fint  re** 

spectability,  to  hii  correspondent  in  this  place  dsted 

Fort  Adams,  Oct  10, 1809. 

'<  The  troops  which  were  stationed  belbre  New  Or* 
lasasi  during  the  Sunuaer,  have  just  passed  this  place 
on  their  way  to  Washington,  (Mimsippi  TeiriUny,) 
and  a  more  miserable  set  of  beings  I  never  beheldL 
Out  of  2,000  men,  which  were  mustered  at  New  Or- 
leans last  Spring,  there  are  now  between  six  and  seven 
hundred  dead ;  and  those  that  remain  are  a  set  of  rag- 
ged, jqualid  creatures,  hardly  able  to  crawl  along  with 
a  musket  on  their  shoulder.  The  sick  which  tbey  left 
in  the  hospital  at  this  place,  on  their  way  up,  present 
the  most  dreadful  spectacle  of  human  wretchedness 
and  misery  I  eyer  saw  in  my  life.  Figure  to  yourself 
about  120  beings,  in  the  last  stage  of  the  dysentery 
and  scurvy,  tumbled  into  open  rooms  on  the  floor, 
many  of  them  without  shirts  or  blankets ;  and  almost 
all  without  shoes  or  socks,  and  without  fire — and  the 
attendsnts  which  were  left  with  them  actually  un- 
able to  buiy  the  dead,  for  the  first  few  days,  bdng 
barely  convalescent  themselves.  Somebody  must  be 
blameshle  for  tbe  situation  of  die  additional  army  in 
this  countiy — ^they  have  been  exposed  to  the  fiitati^  of 
the  clin^te  below,  without  either  sufficiency  of  ctothug, 
or  skilful  surgeons,  or  boapital  stores."] 

I  have  not  read  these  letters  for  the  purpose  of 
criminating  any  person ;  but  they  appear  to  be 
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corroborated  by  the  stabborD  facts  cootained  in 
the  report  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  'vrhea  I  see 
that  in  about  five  or  six  months,  such  an  army  is 
reduced  by  sickness,  death,  and  desertion,  to  so 
small  a  number,  and  that  about  seven  hundred  of 
them  are  dead ;  and  1  find  by  the  returns  that 
sixteen  commissioned  officers  have  resigned  their 
breath,  fifty-one  have  resigned  their  commissions 
to  save  their  lives,  and  that  six  have  been  dis- 
missed by  court  martial,  who  I  suppose  have  lost 
their  honor  and  saved  their  lives.  Now,  sir,  as  I 
have  great  reason  to  believe  from  the  great  mor- 
tality, sickness,  desertion  and  resignation,  that 
these  people  have  been  neglected  and  treated 
with  great  inhumanity  and  abuse,  I  never  will  vote 
to  raise  another  soldier  unless  this  country  should 
be  actually  invaded,  until  the  cause  of  all  this 
misery  and  wretchedness  is  properly  investigated; 
and  for  the  honor  of  the  United  States,  I  would 
hope  that  it  will  turn  out  to  be  a  calamity  that 
could  not  be  avoided ;  and  if  it  should  turn  out 
otherwise,  the  author  of  all  this  misery  ought  to 
be  dismissed  from  office,  and  punished  with  great 
severity.  I  bad  been  in  hopes  from  the  solemn 
and  impressive  manner  that  this  subject  was 
first  brought  before  the  House  by  the  ffentleman 
from  Virginia^  (Mr.  Newton,)  which  was  the 
means  of  appointing  an  investigating  committee, 
that  we  should  have  had  a  report  bemrethis  time. 
But  I  presume  they  will  do  their  duty.  That 
committee  and  this  House,  in  that  respect,  have  a 
aolemn  and  imperious  duty  to  perform,  which 
they  owe  to  the  friends  of  the  deceased,  to  the 
xemnant  of  that  unfortunate  and  miserable  army, 
to  their  coontrv,  their  consciences  and  their  Grod. 
It  is  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Smilie)  that  this  army  is  to  be  composed 
of  the  best  materials  and  blood  of  the  country ; 
for  my  part,  I  will  never  agree  that  the  best 
blood  or  any  blood  of  my  constituents  shall  go  to 
manure  the  bogs  and  fens  of  the  Mississippi. 

When  I  take  another  view  of  the  probable  use 
of  this  army,  and  consider  that  it  may  be  made 
use  of  in  offensive  war  against  Canada,  and  that 
it  is  to  he  kept  up  and  become  a  regular  system 
for  twenty  years,  to  storm  a  bulwark,  as  I  under- 
stood the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  South- 
AiiD^  to  say.  and  that  with  them  he  would  cross 
the  lines  ana  annex  Canada  to  this  country — when 
I  hear  so  much  of  this  patriotic  Canadian  fire,  it 
leads  me  to  think  immediately  of  the  defenceless 
situation  of  the  State  that  I  help  feebly  to  repre- 
sent, and  that  as  soon  as  the  time  shall  arrive  that 
we  should  make  any  attack  on  Canada  or  Ciue- 
bec,  that  the  best  part  of  that  State  must  aj^ain 
fall  a  sacrifice  to  the  English,  who  can,  with  a 
fleet,  take  possession  of  it  when  they  please;  and  I 
would  not  give  one  hundred  acres  of  it  for  the 
whole  province  of  Nova  Scotia  for  me  to  live  on. 

The  best  part  of  that  State  was  in  possession 
of  the  enemy  the  greater  part  of  the  last  war. 
They  proved  very  bad  tenants ;  they  burnt  our 
houses  and  cut  down  our  orchards,  and  neither 
paid  rent  or  damages.  Notwithstanding  all  this, 
that  State  furnished  as  many  continental  troops 
as  any  State  in  the  Union  in  proportion  to  their 


numbers;  and  such  were  its  exertions,  that  when 
the  war  was  over,  it  was  in  debt  several  huDdrai 
thousand  dollars,  incurred  in  consequence  of  the 
war,  having  this  debt  to  pjay  and  its  QoverDmeDt 
to  support  DV  direct  taxation,  deriving  no  benefit 
from  the  wild  and  unsettled  lands  in  the  Uoited 
States  which  were  preserved  as  well  by  the  ex* 
ertions  of  that  State  as  by  those  who  hare  been 
exclusively  benefitted  by  them.  Nor  was  Rhode 
Island  so  fortunate  in  the  assumption  of  tbe 
State  debts  as  to  have  this  debt,  incurred  ia  con- 
sequence of  the  war,  assumed  for  them,  while 
other  States  had  considerable  sums  assomed  for 
them  upon  a  supposition  that  they  had  adTsnced 
more  than  their  proportion,  and  upon  a  fiaalset* 
tlement  they  were  found  in  debt,  and  woold 
neither  refund  the  sum  that  was  assomed  for 
them  or  pay  tbe  balance  thus  reported  agaiost 
them. 

Many  gentlemen  who  talk  strong  for  war,  if 
we  should  have  one.  from  their  local  situation 
would  hear  but  little  of  it;  nor  could  they  be 
much  injured  by  it ;  while  those  places  that  ire 
the  more  exposed,  such  as  the  State  that  I  repr^ 
sent,  must  be  defended  and  guarded,  if  at  ail,  1 
suppose  by  torpedoes.  And  if  they  should  not 
prove  a  sufficient  protection,  and  our  towns  lod 
houses  on  the  seacoast  should  be  burnt,  we  mast 
then  move  back  into  the  country  and  live  in  tbe 
log  houses  of  some  large  landholder,  or  be  shot 
up  in  some  large  manufacturing  establisbmeot 
to  work  for  our  living. 

But,  sir.  we  are  told  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  (Mr.  Southard)  that  the  Governor 
of  Canada  has  made  a  war  speech.  That  gen- 
tleman has  no  occasion  to  be  alarmed,  for  in  that 
kind  of  warfare  we  are  able  to  contend  with  all 
the  world.  And  we  are  the  last  nation  that  oagbt 
to  be  frightened  into  unnecessary  expenses  by 
high' toned  speeches,  let  them  come  from  where 
they  may.  By  what  I  have  heard  of  his  speech 
it  was  only  calculated  to  calm  the  fears  of  the 
Canadians,  and  to  persuade  them  not  to  be  fright- 
ened at  our  war  speeches,  by  telling  them  that 
war  did  not  depend  so  much  upon  those  speeches 
as  upon  the  moderation  of  His  Majesty.  I  P^' 
sume  if  we  will  let  them  alone  on  tbe  land,  thef 
will  us. 

I  am  against  this  detaching,  for  many  reasons 
that  have  great  weight  on  my  mind.  In  ^*^^ 
State  of  Rhode  Island  we  have  fifteen  or  twentf 
independent  companies,  composed  of  some  of  the 
first  and  most  active  men  in  the  State,  and  to 
their  honor  be  it  said,  that  they  are  not  exceJiM 
by  any  companies  of  any  kind  in  the  Vmw 
States.  They  have  been  at  very  great  cxpeo* 
in  arming,  disciplining,  and  uninformlng  them- 
selves, and  are  ready  at  a  moment's  warning^ 
do  their  duty,  but  rhey  will  not  turn  out  and  be 
encamped  twenty  days  for  the  sake  of  a  gan,or 
to  be  disciplined  by  those  who  do  not  koowi* 
much  about  it  as  they  do.  And  if  you  detacil 
them  and  take  them  from  their  companies  it  wiu 
be  the  means  of  breaking  them  up.  It  basal' 
ready  injured  them  very  much  and  put  them  w 
great  expense,  and,  as  they  are  in  the  most  ex- 
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posed  jnrts  of  the  State,  it  is  of  importance  to  en* 
eoanige  and  Dot  discourage  them.  Many  men 
detached  from  the  militia,  who  may  think  there 
may  be  more  meant  than  is  really  intended,  will 
be  imposed  upon  and  put  to  great  expense  in 
hiring  some  person  to  take  their  place. 

The  quakers  or  friends  must  suffer  very  much 
by  the  operations  of  this  law,  their  personal  ser- 
Tice  must  be  had,  and  they  made  subject  to  mar- 
tial law;  ibeir  persons  cannot  be  exempt  by  fines 
or  commutation,  as  from  the  common  militia  duty 
in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island ;  some  of  these  peo- 
ple in  the  country  that  I  live  in  are  in  favor  of 
the  present  Administration,  because,  they  sup- 
pose them  against  war.  This  law  will  operate 
extremely  hard  upon  that  society,  and  I  wish  it 
vas  in  my  power  to  relieve  them  from  this  mil- 
itary persecution,  which  will  be  very  injurious  to 
them,  and  the  public  can  derive  no  kind  of  ben- 
efit from  it.  As  a  society,  with  few  exceptions, 
they  are  much  and  very  deservedly. respected; 
as  citizens  and  members  of  the  community,  peace- 
able and  industrious. 

But,  geotlemen  say,  that  the  minority  find  fault 
because  the  nation  is  not  protected,  and  their 
rights  respected,  and  oppose  every  measure  that 
the  majority  attempt  tor  that  purpose.  We  do 
lot  liod  fault  because  you  do  not  protect  our  com- 
merce. We  know  it  cannot  be  done  with  what 
ihi|»  we  have ;  but  we  find  fault  with  the  Ad- 
Dioistration  for  restraining  and  embarrassii^  it 
vbeo  they  know  it  is  out  of  their  power  to  pro- 
tect it. 

And  as  it  respects  the  opposition  of  the  minor- 
ity to  the  measures,  that  they  consider  ruinous 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  country,  jou  must  ex- 
pect it.  We  would  help  the  Administration  to 
Ruace,  revise,  and  correct  what  we  consider  their 
foroaer  errors.  This  great  anxiety  to  do  some- 
thing is  always  attended  with  bad  consequences. 
I  have  always  considered  it  a  very  fortunate  ses- 
800  of  Congress,  under  any  Administration,  for 
them  to  meet  and  revise  their  former  acts,  and 
npeal  and  amend  them,  when  and  where  they 
vere  found  from  experience  to  need  it,  and  sepa- 
nte  without  doing  much  other  business  than  mak- 
ifigthe  necessary  appropriations. 
,  We  cannot  protect  our  commerce  without  an 
imoeDse  fleet,  and  I  have  always  been  of  opin- 
ion that  such  an  one  cannot  be  built,  manned, 
tad  supported  in  this  country,  unless  by  impres- 
iioQs  or  oppressions.  You  must  either  impress 
men  to  man  your  ships  for  almost  nothing,  or  you 
most  give  them  such  wages  to  induce  them  to  en- 
ter on  board  as  would  oppress  the  whole  nation 
to  pay  tbem.  In  this  I  differ  from  mauy  of  my 
Nitical  friends  and  many  of  my  constituents. 
But  I  most  be  permitted  to  act  according  to  my 
own  judgment. .  I  would  have  a  few  ships  for  the 
Mediterranean  service.  Our  Minister  snouid  go 
abroad,  and  return  home  in  a  vessel  of  war — a 
Eonboat  at  least,  and  not  in  a  trading  coffee  ship. 

We  have  been  a  favored  nation  in  many  re- 
^is.  and  a  very  unfortunate  one  in  many  others. 
ror  many  years  past  we  have  been  a  nation  of 
»periments  and  substitutes.    In  respect  to  our 


Navy,  we  began  by  building  frigates;  then  we 
got  timber  to  build  seventy-fours ;  and  we  have 
gone  through  every  kind  and  grade,«ven  down  to 
gunboats,  and  ail  we  hear  about  gunboats  now 
is,  that  it  costs  us  about  sixty-four  thousand  dol- 
lars a  year  to  take  care  of  thove  that  are  not  in 
use.  Now  torpedoes  are  all  the  rage,  the  use  of 
which  is  to  succeed  the  necessity  of  ships  or  even 
gunboats. 

We  b^n  our  commercial  warfare  with  non- 
importation, for  which  we  substituted  embargo, 
for  which  we  substituted  non-intercourse,  which 
is  agreed  by  all  parties  to  be  very  injurious  and 
ought  to  be  repealed,  and  it  has  been  continued 
all  Winter,  and  all  the  commerce  and  enterprise 
of  the  nation  suspended  lor  its  friends  if  it  has 
any  to  find  another  substitute,  as  it  will  not  by 
any  means  answer  to  let  this  restrictive  system 
run  out  for  fear  there  would  be  an  end  to  legisla- 
tion on  that  subject. 

We  began  by  a  standing  army;  then  a  large 

f»per  detached  army.    The  present  are  to  be  en- 
isted  volunteers,  to  be  armed  and  encamped. 

If  you  want  to  add  to  your  army  you  ought  to 
enlist  them.  If  you  want  militia  to  do  the  duty 
assigned  them  by  the  Constitution,  to  enforce  your 
laws,  quell  insurrections,  and  repel  invasion,  arm 
theni,  and  they  will  do  their  duty.  You  cannot 
carry  the  militia  out  of  the  United  States  by  the 
Constitution.  If  the  Constitution  gives  that  power 
you  would  not  want  a  law  to  that  effect,  and  if  it 
does  not,  any  law  that  you  may  make  will  be  un- 
cotistitutional  and  not  binding.  But,  sir,  when- 
ever that  time  shall  come,  that  we  have  an  army 
of  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  men  at  the  com- 
mand of  a  President,  and  perhaps  one  of  more 
martial  ambition  than  the  present,  our  Constitu- 
tion will  gradually  lose  its  virtue,  and  will  only 
answer  for  us  to  read  and  see  what  we  have  been. 
I  have  always  beionffed  to  the  militia,  until  ex- 
cused by  my  age,  andstood  my  chance  in  the  last 
detachments,  and  have  always  been  ready  to  per- 
form that  duty  whenever  called  upon.  My  prac- 
tical republicanism  never  would  permit  me  to 
obtain  a  travelline  title,  for  the  purpose  of  excus- 
ing myself  from  that  service.  But  if  I  had  sup« 
posed  that  the  Constitution  could  have  been  so 
construed  as  to  have  authouzed  the  detaching 
or  impressing  the  militia  for  nine  months'  regular 
service, and  tnat  I  could  have  boen,  for  that  length 
of  time,  encamped  at  New  Orleans,  or  on  the 
snow,  in  Canada,  or  before  the  walls  of  duebec, 
it  would  have  put  me  to  thinking  very  seriously 
at  least. 

I  have  a  very  serious  objection  to  this  army,  on 
account  of  the  expense.  If  the  whole  of  those 
men  enlist,  their  guns,  dbc.  will  be  worth  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars  at  least,  and  if  they  encamp,  the 
twenty  days  in  two  years,  the  pay  and  rations 
with  the  tents  and  camp  equipage,  with  the  ex- 
pense of  transporting  those  things,  altogether  will 
be  equal  to  a  dollar  a  day,  for  a  man,  including 
officer  and  soldier,  which  will  make  two  millions 
of  dollars  more.  Add  to  this  the  expenses  of  your 
armorers,  and  the  rent  of  your  arsenals,  if  you 
I  have  five  hundred  men  encamped  in  a  place,  yoti 
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must  have  two  hundred  eDcampraents,  and  as 
many  armorers,  and  arsenals.  And  if  you  don't 
have  more,  some  of  the  men  must  travel  a  great 
dhtance.  These  expenses  must  all  be  incurred 
by  this  bill,  provided  they. should  never  be  called 
into  actual  service. 

We  now  have  but  little  money,  and  our  revenue 
is  for  the  want  of  commerce  dwindled  to  aimo»t 
nothing.  It  is  therefore  improper,  under  such 
circumstances,  to  increase  our  expenses,  which 
will  compel  us  to  lay  additional  duties  and  bur- 
dens on  the  people ;  who  already  have  enough 
to  do. 

A  few  days  since,  while  in  my  seat,  thinking 
bow  long  we  had  been  here,  and  how  little  we  had 
done,  atKl  how  much  we  had  cost  the  nation,  mv 
Mfention  was  called  very  agreeably  to  a  speech 
of  a  gentleman  on  my  left,  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Bppeb,)  describing  the  great  wealth  of  the  United 
States,  saying  that  they  had  a  solid  capital  often 
hundred  millions  of  dollars.  This  immediately 
raised  my  spirits  very  much,  thinking  if  that  was 
the  case,  a  few  millions  of  dollars  squandered  away 
would  scarcely  be  missed:  but  when  I  heard  that 
^ntlemaa  describe  this  wealth,  i<nd  inform  us 
in  what  it  consisted,  and  that  it  was  in  an  un- 
saleable and  unprodoctive  wilderness,  I  must  con* 
fess  I  again  felt  the  necessity  of  economy.  I  have 
always  been  pleased  to  hear  that  gentleman ;  he 
speaks  feelingl^r,  and  generally  with  a  full  knowl- 
edge of  the  subject ;  but,  as  I  hope  he  never  has 
been  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  borrowing  money, 
he  may  not  know  quite  as  much  on  that  subject 
as  some  gentlemen  who  have  experienced  the  ill 
effects  of  it. 

I  presume,  sir,  that  it  is  on  the  credit  of  this 
unproductive  wilderness,  that  we  are  to  borrow 
money  to  build  and  man  ships,  raise  and  support 
armies  and  to  carry  on  war. 

It  is  with  a  government,  about  borrov^in^money, 
as  with  an  individual.  ,  As  long  as  there  is  ability 
to  pay  this  interest  punctually,  and  the  principal  in 
a  reasonable  time,  your  credit  will  continue.  But 
if  you  cannot  pay  the  interest,  your  revenue  having 
failed ;  if  you  depend  upon  borrowing  to  support 

government — to  support  atmies  and  navies,  and 
ave  no  income  to  meet  those  expenses,  the  stock 
of  the  United  States  will  soon  be  below  par,  and 
your  credit  is  at  an  end.  If  we  borrow,  pntting 
a  nominal  value  on  our  land,  as  our  credit  fails, 
our  creditors  will  have  some  hand  in  fixing  the 
price.  The  value  of  this  land  depends  entirely 
upon  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  United 
States,  and  it  ought  not  to  De  sold  and  sacrificed 
until  tnat  prosperity  is  again  restored.  If  we  get 
into  war,  our  noating  capital  must  be  had  at  some 
rate  or  other  to  carry  it  on.  Our  young  men  will 
go  into  the  Army  and  Navy ;  and,  if  we  cannot 
import  foreign  manufactures,  many  of  them  must 
go  into  manufaeturinff  establishmants.  That  in- 
stead of  this  new  land  being  saleable,  it  will  re- 
duce the  value  of  the  land  already  settled,  one  half 
at  least.  And  instead  of  the  people  making  new 
purchases,  and  settling  new  countries,  those  who 
are  already  in  new  countries,  where  there  are  but 
few  inhabitants,  will,  for  the  sake  of  society,  and 


to  better  their  circumstances,  move  back  to  resettle 
the  old  States,  so  that  Ibis  wild  land,  in  such  a 
state  of  things,  would  be  worth  but  little,  fort 
century  to  come. 

It  is  with  the  pnblic,  as  with  an  iodividQal, 
who  spends  his  estate  at  his  own  valuation.  An 
individnal  puts  a  value  on  his  estate,  and  borrows 
money  until  he  seta  op  to  half  its  value,  in  his 
judgment ;  then  his  creditor  undertakes  to  pat  on 
his  valuation,  according  to  old  Hodibras's  mode 
of  valuingf  propertv,  nnd  takes  the  whole  of  the  es- 
tate for  half  its  value,  according  to  the  opinioa  of 
the  owneN-and  he  is  at  once  made  a  poor  mao; 
but  if  an  individual  has  wild  land,  and  wants  to 
borrow  money,  or  keep  up  his  credit,  it  is  onljto 
add  a  few  dollars  or  cents  to  the  acre,  which  adds 
to  his  nominal  wealth  and  sometimes  gives  him 
additional  credit. 

Political  and  domestic  economy  are  much  the 
same.  When  a  man's  income  fails  him.  instead 
of  putting  a  nominal  or  fictitious  value  oo  bis  es- 
tate, which  will  deceive  himself  and  his  creditors, 
he  had  better  reduce  his  expenses  to  his  means. 
Our  revenue  having  failed,  owing  to  our  restric- 
tions on  commerce,  instead  of  increasing  our  ex- 
penses, which  will  make  it  necessary  to  lay  ad- 
ditional duties  and  burdens  on  the  people,  I  would 
much  sooner  retrench  our  expenses ;  and  instead 
of  increasing  the  duties  to  warrant  this  expense, 
I  would  reduce  them  on  the  necessaries  of  life. 
And  instead  of  spending  three  millions  of  dollars 
about  the  present  contemplated  army,  I  would 
reduce  the  present  establishment  to  a  peace  estah- 
lishment,  at  least  much  sooner  than  I  woald  add 
to  th^  burdens  of  the  people,  or  sacrifice  our  west- 
ern lands. 

The  people  are  much  in  debt  one  with  another. 
The  common  farmers  of  moderate  property  hare 
suffered  much,  for  the  last  three  years.  Ererf- 
thine  they  have  been  obliged  to  buy,  has  cost  thera 
nearly  double.  Imported  woollen  cloth,  which 
commonly  costs  three  dollars  per  yard,  has  cost 
them  five  dollars-;  and  their  produce  has  been 
proportionally  low.  I  would  give  them  a  respite 
for  a  few  years,  trntil  they  should  recover,  in  some 
measure,  from  what  they  have  suffered  for  the 
last  three  years.  But  I  shall  be  asked,  how  can 
this  be  done?  Rather  than  not  do  it,  I  wonld 
pay  the  interest  of  the  debt,  and  let  the  principal 
remain.  I  c^n  see  no  use  in  borrowing  money  of 
one  man  to  pay  'another,  when  he  does  not  want 
his  money.  If  we  have  all  this  wealth,  wbf 
should  the  people  be  pushed  to  pay  the  public 
debt  at  this  timel  Ovtt  debt  is  about  fifty  mil- 
lions  of  dollars,  and  if  our  population  should  onlf 
be  iRve  millions,  at  this  time,  it  would  be  only  ten 
dollar^to  each  individual.  And  as  our  revenue  is 
derived  from  consumption  of  dutiable  articles, 
and  as  that  consumption  increases  with  the  popu- 
lation, so  that  as  our  population  increases,  oar 
ability  to  pay  increases ;  and  if  it  should  amount 
to. ten  millions  in  twenty  years  to  come,  our  rev- 
enue would  be  increasing  all  the  intermediate  time 
to  answer  the  purposes  of  the  Government,  and  at 
the  end  of  twenty  years,  our  numbers  hariog 
doubled,  our  ability  to  pay  is  doubled— «o  that 


159T 


BISTORT  OF  OONaRESB. 


1598 


M&BOH,  18ia 


Detachment  of  MUitia. 


H.  or  R. 


each  iodiridiiai's  proportion  woald  be  but  five 
dollars,  being  reduced  one  half  without  his  paying 
one  ceot—l  am  therefore,  not  only  against  rais- 
ing this  army  for  the  purpose  of  laying  additional 
bardeos  upon  the  people,  but  I  am  against  taxing 
them  one  cent,  directly  or  indirectly,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  any  of  the  principal  of  the  present 
deb^^when  our  creditors  do  not  want  it.  Let 
tiiose  who  may  come  on  the  staffe  hereafter  take 
some  of  the  debt,  and  bear  a  small  part  of  the  bur- 
den, with  the  blessings  that  I  hope  they  may 
inherit. 

Mr.  PoiHOEXTMt.— The  honorable  gentlenpan 
from  Rhode  Island  (Mr.  Potter)  who  has  just 
resamed  bis  seat,  has  opposed  the  passage  of  this 
bill,  as  altogether  defective  both  in  principle  and 
detail*  I  shall  eadeaTor  to  answer  so  much  of 
his  argament,  as  appears  to  me  at  all  applicable  to 
the  subject  under  consideration.  But,  sir,  before 
I  proceed  to  discuss  the  question  immediately  be- 
fore OS,  permit  me  to  refer  to  the  speech  of  that 
honorable  gentleman^  del ivered  at  the  opening  of 
the  present  session  of  Congress.  The  multi plied 
iojsries  and  insolts  which  we  had  received,  from 
the  belligerent  Powers  of  Rurope,  were  narrated 
in  language  strong  and  impressive,  and  the  patri- 
otie  resentment  which  they  appeared  to  have  ex- 
eiied  in  the  bosom  of  the  gentleman  kindled  al- 
most into  a  flame  of  war.  The  Administration 
Tas  charged  with  a  want  of  energy,  and  the  nation* 
al  emfaarnusments  were  attributed  to  that  caihe. 
Proclamations  and  resolutions  we^e  denounced 
IS  inefficient,  and  inadequate  to  redress  the 
wnugs  inflicted  on  this  mnch  injured  country ; 
and  physical  force  was  recommended  as  the  only 
effeciaal  barrier  against  future  encroachments  on 
ottr  rights.  It  is  now  proposed  to  create  such  a 
force,  to  place  it  at  the  disposal  of  the  President, 
to  be  Qsed  if  necessary,  in  vindicating  the  rights 
of  the  nation,  and  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island  is  found  among  those  who  condemn  the 
Beasnre.  Can  the  gentTema^  reconcile  these  glar- 
iag  contradictions,  and  inconsistencies  ?  What, 
%  are  the  reliaons  urged  against  the  expediency 
of  raising  a  detachment  of  volunteers  liable  to  be 
marched  beyond  the  jurisdictional  limits  of  the 
United  States?  It  is  adnlitted  that  the  militia 
eaoDot  be  called  out  for  any  other  purpose,  than 
^(d  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  in- 
corrections,  and  repel  invasion."  Well,  sir,  we 
are  told  with  great  emphasis,  that  there  does  not 
exist  the  most  distant  danger  of  invasion  either 
from  Great  Britain  or  France.  The  honorable 
gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  has  said,  that  *'  if 
ve  will  let  them  alone  on  the  land,  they  will  not 
he  disposed  to  disturb  us."  And  yet  gentlemen, 
who  reason  in  this  manner,  are  the  advocates  of 
that  force  only,  whose  Constitutional  duty  it  is 
to  ^' repel  invasion."  I  do  not  credit  the  idea, 
that  either  Great  Britain  or  France  will  be  man 
enough  to  invade  this  country*  They  will  assail 
tis  by  a  predatory  war  on  our  commerce,  and  (per- 
haps Great  Britain  may  attempt  the  demolition 
of  oar  seaport  towns,  in  the  event  of  an  open  rup* 
tore  between  the  two  countries.  Of  what  advan- 
tage then  will  it  be  to  the  nation,  to  authorize  a 


detachment  of  miKtia,  whose  peculiar  and  limited 
province  it  is  to  *' repel  invasion?"  Let  me  ask 
gentlemen  who  represent  commercial  States  on 
this  floor,  whether,  if  Great  Britain  should  insult 
our  flag  in  everv  sea,  and  immolate  the  whole 
mercantile  capital  of  the  United  States  upon  the 
altar  of  their  avarice,  sack  our  cities,  and  send 
home  our  Minister,  would  the  peoTple  whose  in- 
terests they  are  bound  to  (^uard  and  protect,  be 
satisfied  with  the  information  that  the  National 
Legislature  had  made  strong  and  formidable  prep* 
arations  to  repel  invasion?  t  think  not,  they 
surely  respect  themselves  too  much  to  sit  down 
quietly  ixnder  injustice  and  oppression,  which 
leads  directiy  to  individual  ruin,  and  national 
degradation.  Pass  the  bill  on  your  table  and  the 
patriotism  of  tbe  people  will'  carry  them  beyond 
the  confines  of  our  own  domicile,  into  those 
countries  where  the  enemy  is  vulnerable  to  their 
arm^Land  where  their  bravery  will  amply  retali- 
ate for  the  wrongs  which  we  receive  on  the 
ocean.  I  will  now,  sir,  examine  soAe  of  the  ob- 
jections which  are  made  to  the  details  of  this  bill. 
It  is  said,  that  these  volvinteers  will  each  be  en- 
titled to  arms  and  accoutrements  as  a  bounty  for 
their  enlistment,  which  will  be  lost  to  the  United 
States  in  case  they  fail,  or  refuse  to  perform  the 
service. required  of  them.  The  gentleman  who 
made  this  objection  has  certainly  omitted  to  com- 
pare the  dth  and  7th  sections  of  the  bill,  which 
exclude  the  possibility  of  such  contingency.  By 
the  5th  section  ^^  eacn  non-commissioned  officer 
and  private  shall  be'furniished  Urith  a  musket  and 
other  accoutrements  required  by  law,  in  com* 
plete  order,  and  each  inusician  with  a  suitable  in* 
5trument  of  music."  And  the  7th  section  pro- 
vides that  for  the  safe-keeping  and  security  otthe 
arms,  accoutrements,  and  Instruments  ol  music 
aforesaid,  the  commandant  of  regiment  is  autho- 
rized and  required  to  designate  some  convenient 
place  of  rendezvous,  at  which  an  arsenal  shall  be 
established;  that  an  armorer  shall  be  appointed 
at  each  arsenal,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  keep 
these  arms,  accoutrements  and  instruments  of 
music  in  good  order,  ready  to  be  delivered  to  the 
several  companies  ot  volunteers  when  called  out, 
either  to  be  instructed  in  camp  duty  and  disci- 
pline, or  when  called  into  actual  service.  And 
at  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  which  such 
volunteers  engaged  to  serve,  they  shall  each  be 
entitled  to  the  musket  and  accoutrements  allowed 
by  law,  on  the  production  of  a  certificate  from 
the  commanding  officer  of  his  regiment,  that  he 
has  performed  the  service  required  by  his  engage- 
ment. The  arms  and  aeooutrements  are  to  be 
retained  in  the  possession  of  the  Grovernment  for 
the  use  of  these  volunteers  when  in  actual  service, 
and  so  far  from  being  a  bounty  for  enlistment,  the 
failure  to  pisrform  any  part  of  the  duty  required 
by  the  engagement  will  constitute  a  forfeiture  of 
the  inchoate  right,  which  each  volunteer  acquires 
in  them.  They  are  given  as  a  reward  for  extra- 
ordinary services,  which  must  be  faithfully  per- 
formed before  the  right  is  perfected.  But  it  is 
said  that  these  volimteers  cannot  be  compelled  lo 
fulfil  their  engagements;  and  that,  when  called 
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out  to  perforin  camp  duty  and  disci plice,  they 
will  commit  depredations  on  the  citizeas.  I  ask, 
sir,  what  is  to  compel  the  ordinary  militia  of  the 
United  States  to  perform  the  Constitutional  du- 
ties incumbent  on  them,  but  the  respect  for  the 
constituted  authorities  and  the  obedience  to  law, 
order  and  good  government,  which  is  inseparably 
connected  with  the  character  of  an  American 
citizen  ?  I  have  too  much  confidence  in  the  honor 
of  my  countrymen,  to  believe  them  capable  of 
violating  the  solemn  obligations  of  an  engagement 
voiontariijr  entered  into,  from  motives  of  patriot- 
ism, to  resist  foreign  insult  and  aggression,  at  the 
hazard  of  their  lives  and  fortunes.  The  man 
who  would  shrink  from  the  performance  of  such 
an  engagement,  would  become  an  outcast  from 
society,  and  be  held  up  to  the  scorn  and  derision 
of  his  ibrmer  coinpanions.  This  Government  is 
founded  on  the  affections  and  not  on  the  fears  of 
the  people.  The  militia  is  justly  regarded  as  the 
only  safe  depositary  of  the  national  defence  and  se- 
curity. Upon  them  we  are  to  rely  in  the  hour  of 
danger ;  their  valor  will  raise  a  rampart  around 
the  Constitution,  impenetrable  to  the  shafts  of 
foreign  or  domestic  violence.  Shall  we  then 
tolerate  the  supposition,  that  men  who  voluntarily 
step  out  of  the  rankj  and  rally  around  the  stand- 
ard of  their  country,  with  a  determination  to  de- 
fend its  honor  in  every  extremity  and  to  the  re- 
motest regions,  cannot  be  relied  on  should  their 
services  be  required ;  that  they  will  trespass  on 
the  rights  of  their  fellow-citizens,  when  called 
out  to  perform caihp  duty  and  discipline?  Sir,  I 
venture  to  predict,  that  this  corps  of  volunteers, 
when  organized,  will  teach  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island  that  his  speech  is  a  libel  on  their 
characters.  They  will  evince  by  a  manly,  digni- 
fied conduct,  that  having  engaged  to  defend,  they 
will  be  the  last  to  trample  on  the  rights  of  their 
countrymen.  The  gentleman  has  said  that  if 
we  want  a  force  it  should  be  composed  of  men 
regularly  enlisted  and  enrolled  in  the  Army.  A 
standing  military  force  has  long  been  a  favorite 
theme  with  a  certain  description  of  politicians  in 
the  United  States.  For  one  I  protest  against  the 
utility  of  such  an  establishment.  An  army  com- 
posed of  raggamuffins  and  mercenaries  ought  not 
to  be  intrusted  with  the  important  duty  of  main- 
taining unimpaired  the  independence  of  a  free 
and  enlightened  nation.  Your  recruiting  officers 
in  every  quarter  of  the  Union  find  it  impossible 
to  enlist  a  soldier  whose  circumstances  enable 
him  to  subsist  at  home.  That  class  of  citizens 
whose  necessities  impel  them  to  seek  relief  from 
the  most  abject  want,  or  whose  crimes  have  sunk 
them  below  the  level  of  the  sober,  honest,  and 
reputable  part  of  the  community,  are  ever  ready 
to  take  refuge  in  the  ranks  of  a  standing  army. 
The  force  proposed  to  be  held  in  requiKition  by 
this  bill,  will  be  of  a  very  different  character. 
The  volunteers,  whose  services  may  be  accepted, 
will  be  composed  of  the  best  blood  of  our  country. 
Men  sensible  of  the  wrongs  we  have  received 
from  the  tyrant  of  the  seas,  and  bound  by  every 
tie  of  interest  and  affection  to  the  Qovernment 
of  their  choice ;  whose  first  wish  it  is  to  transmit 


to  their  posterity  the  blessings  of  a  free  Consti- 
tntion,  will  unite  in  tendering  the  sacred  pledge 
to  redress  these  wrongs  and  maintain  these  rights, 
or  perish  in  the  attempt.    They  will  not  exhaosi 
the  finances  of  the  country  by  the  receipt  of  dailf 
pay  and  rations.    Their  services  are  reserved  for 
an  occasion  which  calls  for  the  energies  of  the 
nation,  and  in  such  a  crisis  they  will  bear  the 
American  eagle  in  triumph  throog^h  every  sccoe 
of  difficulty  and  danger.    I  theretbre  prefer  this 
system  to  the  hackni^  one  of  a  regular  soldierf, 
calculated  to  impose  unnecessary  burdens  oo  the 
people,  and  to  produce  no  practical  beneficial  re- 
sult.   The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  seems 
to  imagine,  that  in  a  war  of  speeches  we  might 
contend  with  the  world,  and  that  victorv  would 
be  on  our  side.    While  I  admit  the  trutn  of  the 
position,  I  wish  it  to  be  understood,  that  in  saeh 
a  warfare  great  reliance  ought  to  be  placed  oa 
that  gentleman  and  his  political  friends,   io  a 
corps  of  that  description,  they  doubtless  would  be 
among  the  first  to  volunteer  and  undertake  the 
hazardous  enterprise  of  a  campaign  to  the  mooa, 
under  whose  gentle  influence  they  would  oat- 
reason  even  reason  itself;  and  instead  of  blood  let- 
ting as  a  cure  for  national  disgrace,  the  world  voald 
be  amused  and  instructed  with  the  new  theory  of 
submission,  proved,  by  arithmetical  calculation. 
to  be  wortli  fifty  per  cent,  more  than  embargo, 
non-intercourse,'  or  war.    I  shall  not  rival  the 
gentleman  for  the  command  of  such  a  detach- 
ment.   I  wish  to  organize  one  of  an  opposite 
stamp,  which,  composed  of  the  ardent  spirits  of 
our  cbuntr^T)  armed  with  the  sword  and  the  bajr- 
onet,  and  stimulated  by  the  irresistible  impalse  of 
patriotism,  will  carry  terror  and  dismay  tarou^h 
the  ranks  of  the  enemv.    S ir,  I  represent  a  portioo 
of  the  United  States  bordering  on  the  colonies  of 
a  foreiflrn  nation,  and  I  can  assure  gentlemen  that 
we  feel  none  of  those  repulsive  sensibilities  as  to 
the  consequences  of  stepping  over  the  line,  which 
have  been  manifested  by  those  who  reside  io  the 
neighborhood  of  the  colonies  of  Qreat  Britain  ia 
America.    I  would  not  give  a  pinch  of  snuff  for 
a  force  to  act  within  our  own  limits,  should  hos- 
tilities commence  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Power  to  which  East  and  West  Florida  be- 
long.   I  wish  to  touch  the  enemy  where  he  is 
vulnerable,  whether  that  enemy  be  Great  Britain 
or  France,  or  any  other  nation.    This  detachment 
of  militia  will  be  but  an  empty,  paper  nsconade. 
unless  we  authorize  a  part  or  the  whole  of  tbem 
to  march  beyond  the  jurisdietion  of  the  United 
States.    If  gentlemen  really  feel  appalled  at  the 
idea  of  threatening  the  invasion  ofCanada,  I  hope 
they  will  derive  consolation  from  the  reflection, 
that  those  who  elect  the  draught  will  remain  as  a 
corps  d«  reserve  to  "  suppress  insurrections  and 
repel  invasions,"  respect  both  the  laws  and  the 
constituted  authorities  at  home,  and  leave  the 
glorious  task  of  vindicating  the  national  honor 
to  be  performed  by  men  who  are  willing  to  sacri- 
fice their  lives  on  the  altar  of  the  liberties  and  in- 
dependence of  their  country. 

Mr.  Key  said  he  would  take  the  libertf  of  re- 
minding the  gentleman  last  up  that  those  who 
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lire  in  ^ass-hoases  should  never  throw  stones ; 
and  he  did  so.  because  he  had  charged  the  gen- 
tleman from  Rhode  Island  with  not  understand- 
ing the  bill,  when  he  evidently  did  not  understand 
it  himself.    The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island 
says,  that  if  the  volunteers  who  have  arms  in 
their  possession  do  not  come  forward,  there  is  no 
part  of  the  bill  by  which  they  can  be  compelled 
to  retorn  the  arms.    The  learned  delegate  says 
they  are  not  to  be  delivered  till  the  service  is  per- 
formed, and  are  then  to  be  retained.    [Mr.  Poin- 
DEXTER  said  he  had  stated  that  these  arma  were 
to  he  deposited  at  the  arsenal  which  was  to  be  at 
each  place  of  rendezvous,  not  to  be  delivered  to 
the  volunteer  for  his  own  disposal  until  he  pro- 
duced a  certificate  of  his  havint;  performed  the 
service  required  by  this  bill.    If  there  be  any- 
thing absurd  in  that  (said  he)  let  the  learned  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  point  it  out,]    Mr.  K, 
said,  if  there  was  any  meaning  in  language,  the 
Tolunteers  were  to  receive  the  arma  whenever  a 
return  should  be  made  of  theif  engagements  to 
tbe  Department  of  War.    The  bill  provided  that 
immediately  on  receiving  such  returns  a  sufficient 
number  of  arms  should  be  furnished  to  them — 
and  what  would  be  the  consequence?    The  mi- 
litia, as  militia,  are  subject  to  militia  duties. 
When  brought  into  the  field  they  will  be  subject 
to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  with  the  modifi- 
catioD  introduced  into  this  bill;  but  when  they 
are  encamped  for  ten  days  they  are  not  militia, 
oor  yet  subjected  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war. 
If  they  fail  in  attendance,  however,  their  arms  are 
U)  "revert"  to  tbe  United  States.    This  term 
sorely  implies  a  prior  possession.    There  is  no 
mode  of  compelling  the  return  of  their  arms. 
Tbe  volunteers  cannot  be  forced  into  the  service 
•f  they  choose  to  leave  it.    In  this  situation,  then, 
if  forty  or  fifty  meti  ehoose  to  walk  home  with 
tbeir  arms^thereis  no  power  to  arrest  arid  detain 
them.    When  the  service  is  p^nfortnCd,  whe- 
ther it  he  for  ten  days  or  nitoe  months,  under 
certificate  of  the  commanding  officfer  that  they 
itve  perfonhed  it,  they  become  entitled  to  the 
arms,  holding  them  in  trust  till  they  have  per- 
formed that  service.    Mr.  K.  sard  he  was  confident 
that  the  learned  dele^te  most  admit  that  they 
^ere  authorfzed  to  have  arms  as  soon  as  they  en- 
gtge;  and,  haWng  theih,'they  were  at  liberty  to 
walk  home  with  them  and  could  not  be  prevent- 
fd.   Friendly  to  decorum  of  debate,  and  hear- 
ing a  gentleman  charged  ,with  negligence  in  not 
reading  tbe  law,  Mr.  K.  said   he  had  thought 
proper  to  give  his  opinion  in  support  of  the  con- 
|troction  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
hUod. 

Mr.  Root  said  he  should  ndt  have  risen  at  so 
ate  an  hodr  to  address  the-flooae,  but  for  some  ob- 
jections made  to  the  bill  as  to  detail  and  as  to  ex- 
pose. The  sixth  section  of  the  bill  had  been  at- 
tacked by  alt  the  artillery  of  gentlemen,  but  the 
senire  of  the  column  yet  stood  firm.  Qehtle- 
Bieo  who  appear  to  be  fearful  of  delegating  power 
[said  Mr.  R.)  object  to  the  sixth  section  oecanse 
II  docs  not  contain  power  enough.  At  one  day  I 
it  IS  too  strong ;  the  n^xt  dtfy  it  has  not  stteftgth  i 
11th  Con.  2d  Sess.— 51 


I  enough.  How  would  gentlemen  remedy  the 
evil?  Would  they  say  that  Congress  should  in- 
flict penalties  on  the  militiaman  for  not  attend- 
ing to  his  duty?  How  would  such  a  penalty  be 
recovered?  Who  would  collect  this  fine?  Who 
would  be  the  persons  to  execute  the  law  ?  Why, 
the  officers  under  the  State  Goverunents.  Sup- 
pose they  should  decline  to  carry  Tnis  provision 
into  effect.  Who  is  to  punish  them  ?  We  should 
have  been  told  of  its  unconstitutionality  if  any, 
such  provision  had  been  contained  in  this  bill. 
Aware  of  this,  the  committee  thought  it  most  ad* 
visable,  instead  of  terrifying  th6se  men  into  the 
service,  to  persuade  them  into  it.  I  admit,  sir, 
that  if  these  volunteers  refuse  to  go  into  encamp- 
ment, before  they  are  called  into  actual  service, 
there  is  no  penalty  on  them  but  the  penalty  bt 
dishonor  and  the  loss  of  the  arms  they  would  re* 
ceive  as  bounty.  This  is  deemed  sufiicient.  If 
they  should  be  ordered  into  actual  service  of  the 
United  States,  they  would  be  compelled  to  go  into 
service.  We  persuade  them  to  go  into  encamp- 
ment; if  they  refuse,they  lose  their  pay  and  bounty, 
and  are  still  liable  to  be  called  into  servicV;  and 
when  called  into  actual  service,  if  they  do  not  go. 
they  are  deserters  and  liable  to  the  rules  and  arti- 
cles of  war.  In  this  and  this  only  practicable  way. 
of  securinsr  obedience  they  would  be  amply  pun- 
ished for  disobedience  of  the  law. 

It  is  said  that  there  are  contradictions  and  in- 
consistencies in  these  sections.  Suppose  gentle- 
men have  to  read  three  sections  to  underhand 
any  provision  of  the  bill.  It  will  be  but  little 
trouble,  and  the  result  will  be  that  the  arms  are  to 
be  furnished  to  the  volunteers,  to  be  kept  in  ars« 
enals  for  their  use,  and  that  they  liave  an  inchoate 
riffht  to  them,  to  be  perfected  at  the  expiration' 
of  their  term  of  service.  It  requires  no  great  re- 
search in  reading  three  sections  to  discover  that 
this  will  be  the  effect. 

But  it  was  said  hf  the  gentleman  ju^t  sat  down 
that  these  soldiers  mi j^ht,  after  performing  five 
days' service,  and  having  their  muskets  in  their  | 
possession,  march  home  without  any  power  to' 
restrain  them.    Will  he  say  that  in  service  it  is 
not  competent  to  send  a  file  of  soldiers  to  take  a* 
man  when  deserting  with  a  musket?    When  the. 
soldiery  are  called  into  encampment  or  upon  pa- 
rade, will  any  one  say  that  for  disorderly  conduct 
the  soldier  may  not  be  put  under  guard  until  the 
parade  is  over  i    Being  militia  till  they  af e  called 
into  actual  service,  are  they  not  liable  to  the  mi-' 
litialaws?    The  militia  laws  of  the  respective 
States  would  not  be  competent  to  compel  them' 
to  go  to  this  encampment — but,  when  they  are 
paraded  under  the  State  officers  as  militia,  I  ask  [ 
whether  they  are  not  bound  by  the  militia  laws' 
of  the  State?    I  suppose  by  the  militia  laws  of 
the  State  the  commanding  officer  may  issue  his 
warrant  for  a  fine  of  a  few  dollars,  and  have 
power  to  confine  a  delinquent  till  the  fine  is  paid. 
Will  gentlemen  say  that  it  is  not  competent  to 
the  commanding  officers  to  impose  these  fines  ? 
How  are  they  exempted  from  the  militia  laws  of 
the  States  until  called  into  service  ?    The  laws 
of  the  several  States  would  not  perhaps  author- 
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ize  the  officers  of  volunteers  to  call  these  mea  to 
the  place  of  parade;  but  when  they  are  paraded, 
there  i<«  ample  provision  for  their  punishment  for 
neglect  of  duty,  without  reference  to  the  partic- 
ular mapner  in  which  they  came  upon  parade. 

A  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  yesterday 
made  an  objection  to  the  bill,  on  account  of  the 
expense  whielP  it  would  involve.    If  I  correctlv 
remember,  he  esfinjated  the  expense  at  two  mil- 
lions annually ;  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Is- 
land to  day  estimated  it  at  a  million  and  a  half. 
These  volunteers,  if  the  whole  number  volun- 
teer, will  make  135  regiments.    The  pay  of  a 
regiment,  estimating  the  average  of  service  and 
travelling  at  12  days,  amounts  to  1,985  dollars  60 
cents.    For  a  regiment  it  will  require  795  rations 
a  day,  which  for  12  days  amounts  to  9,540  rations, 
which,  at  20  cents  eacn,  amounts  to  1,908  dollars, 
making  for  pay  and  rations  for  one  regiment  for  12 
days,  3,893  dollars  60  cents.    Multiply  this  by  135, 
the  whole  number  of  regiments,  and  it  amounts 
to  525,636  dollars  for  pay  and  rations  for  the 
whole  corps  for  a  vear.    The  pay  of  the  briga- 
diers, with  their  aids,  supposing  this  corps  to  be 
divided  into  34  brigades,  will  amount  to  3,298  dol- 
lars more,  making  528.934.    There  being  135 
regiments,  which  may  be  paraded  by  regiments, 
battalions,  or  companies,  and  as  in  sparse  popula- 
tion some  may  be  encamped  in  smaller  bodies 
than  regiments,  there  may  perhaps  be  a  necessity 
for  150  armorers.    These  hundred  and  fifty  at 
100  dollars  each,  will  be  15,000  dollars,  making 
in  the  whole  543,934  dollars.    In  this  estimate  I 
have  not  included  the  compensation  of  a  Major 
General.    Whether  such  an  officer  would  be  de- 
signated by  the  President,  I  am  not  able  to  say, 
and  if  he  be,  it  will  be  very  little  addition  to 
the  expense.    I  have  not  included  camp  oitensils 
— I  dia  not  feel  myself  competent  to  make  an 
estimate  of  their  expense,  but  I  presume  it  would 
not  be  many  thousand  dollars.    Thus,  including 
all  incidental  charges,  the  expense  of 'the  estab- 
lishment certainly  could  not  exceed  600,000  dol- 
lars a  year,  excepting  the  arms.    This  doubled 
will  produce  1,200,000  dollars.    The  bounty  to 
2,700  musicians,  at  13  dollars  each,  is  35,100  dol- 
lars.   These  muskets  to  be  furnished  may  be  es- 
timated at  a  million  of  dollars.    If  the  hundred 
thousand  should  volunteer,  there  will  be  only 
about  90,000  stand  of  arms  necessary,  as  the  offi- 
cers and  musicians  will  not  require  arms.    Ad- 
mitting the  whole  system  to  be  carried  into  the 
fullest  operation,  the  expense  for  the  two  years, 
including  arms,  will  be  but  about  two  millions 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars.    I  find,  by  the 
Secretary's  estimation  for  the  present  year,  that 
the  expense  of  our  little  army  is  rated  at  2,313,- 
928— a  larger  sum  by  near  200,000  dollars  than 
the  expense  of  this  volunteer  system  in  the  full- 
est operation  for  two  years.    It  will  evidently 
then  cost  less  annually  by  one  half  than  the  pres- 
ent army.    Will  gentlemen  decry  this  force,  then, 
and  resort  to  the  old  fashioned  mode  of  getting 
an  army,  when  we  could  get  100,000  men  for  half 
the  expense  of  the  present  army,  and,  in  addition 
to  this,  arm  the  militia  and  instruct  them  in  dis- 


cipline ?  The  arms  will  be  a  portion  of  the  na- 
tion's wealth  after  they  are  distributed  as  prem:- 
ums  to  the  volunteer?,  and  will  be  a  very  import- 
ant item  in  the  national  strength.  These  arms 
will  be  distributed,  and  a  military  ambition  wiL 
be  excited  through  the  bodv  of  the  nation,  and  a 
portion  of  military  skill  infused. 

There  is  one  further  objection  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Rhode  Island.  Now  it  teems 
the  detachment  is  a  subject  of  complaint,  and  ine 
Rhode  Islanders  to  be  draughted  are  likened  to  the 
situation  of  the  poor  fellows  impressed  on  board 
the  floating  dungeons  of  naval  Powers.  When 
were  the  gentleman's  sensibilities  first  awakeoed 
on  this  subject  ?  Is  the  detachment  of  80  or  100.- 
000  militia,  anything  new  ?  Was  not  a  similar 
measure  adopted  under  Washington,  Adams,  and 
twice  under  Jefierson  ?  Where  does  the  gentle- 
man  find  in  the  bill  before  us  any  new  imposiiioo 
on  the  detachment  to  be  draugh  ted,  unless  it  be  ma- 
king them  liable  to  serve  nine  instead  of  six 
months  ?  The  principle  of  draughting  the  militia 
is  not  a  new  thing,  and  never  till  now  have  1 
heard  a  complaint  of  it  as  arbitrary  and  tyranoi- 
cal.  As  to  the  other  duties  imposed  by  the  bill 
the  persons  to  perform  them  voluntarily  engage. 
and  m  that  case  there  can  be  no  oppression. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and  determined  in  the  affirmative — yea^  Tu 
nays  47,  as  follows : 

YxA.s — ^Lemael  J.  Abton,  Willis  Akton,  jr.,  William 
Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Biv 
sett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Bojd,  John  Brown. 
Robert  Brown,  WilUam  A.  Borwell,  William  Buder. 
Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Hoif ell 
Cobb,  Jaa.  Cochran,  Orchard  Cook,  Jas.  Cox,  William 
Crawford,  John  Dawaon,  Joe.  Deaha,  Wm.  Findlej, 
Jonathan  Fisk,  Meahack  Franklin,  Gideon  Gardner. 
David  8.  Garland,  Thomas  Ghobon,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn,  James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jaeob  Huflj, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  William  Ken- 
nedy, John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Robert  Marion,  Sam- 
uel McKee,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gordon  8.  Mum- 
ford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomaa  Newton,  John  Nichot* 
aon,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pa.,  John, 
Rhea  of  Tenn.,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  En*-, 
tus  Root,  Ebeneser  8age,  Thos.  8ainmons,  Adam  Sej- 
bert,  damuel  8baw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George 
8mith,  John  Smld^  Heniy  Southard,  John  Taylor^ 
John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jonior, 
Robert  Weakley,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  With- 
erspoon. 

NA.Ta — Jamea  Breckenridge,  John  Campbell,  John 
C.  Chamberlain,  William  ChamberGn,  Epaphroditui 
Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  WUham  Ely,  James  Emott,  Charles 
Goldsborough,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  W^illiam  Helms,  Na^ 
thanlel  A.  Haven,  Jonathan  H.  Hobbard,  Richard 
Jackson,  junior,  Robert  Jenkins,  Philip  B.  Key,  He^ 
man  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Edwsrd  s^ 
Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Wii< 
liam  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moaeley,  Joseph  PeartoOi 
Benjamin  Pickman,  jun.,  Timothy  Pitkin, Junior,  Eli' 
aha  K.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Daniel  Shefl^y,  6am  nei 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  Ste* 
phenaon,  Lewis  B.  Sturgea,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel 
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Taggtrt,  Jabez  Upham,  Nicholai  Vaa  Dyke,  Archibald 
Van  Horn,  KUlian  K.  Van  Renitelaer,  Laban  Whea- 
tOD,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  and  Jamei  Wilion. 


Wednesday,  March  21. 

Mr.  G.  Smith,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
OD  (he  25th  of  January  last,  on  the  petition  of 
certain  collectors,  presented  a  bill  for  altering  the 
times  and  places  tor  holding  the  district  court  in 
the  District  of  Maine ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merceand  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  to  erect 
a  light-house  at  the  entrance  of  Scituate  harbor ; 
a  stone  column  on  a  spit  of  land  at  the  entrance 
into  Boston  harbor :  and  a  beacon  on  Beach  point, 
near  Plymouth  harbor,  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts ;  and  a  light-house  at  the  entrance  of  Bayou 
St.  John,  into  Lake  Pontchartrain  ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Friday  next. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesident  of  the  United  States  : 

To  th  Senate  and  House  of 

Repreientaiwes  of  ike  United  States : 
I  lay  before  Congress  a  return  of  the  Militia  of  the 
luted  States,  as  received  by  the  Department  of  War, 
from  the  several  States  and  Territories. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
HimcaSO,  1810. 

abstract  of  the  bbturns. 


New  Hampshire    - 

MtaradiQsetts 

Feimont 

Rhode  Island 

Coonecticnt  • 

X«r  Yorit     . 

New  Jersey   • 

Peongylvania 

l)elaware 

Maiyland 

Virginia 

North  Carolina 
South  Carolina 
Georgia 
Kentncky 
Tenoesaee 
Ohio      -        - 
District  of  Colambia 
MissiBnppi  Territory 
Indiana  Territory  - 
Orleans  Territory  - 
Louisiana  Territory 
Midisgan  Territory 


Years. 

Total. 

1809 

24,281 

1809 

69,553 

1809 

20,439 

1808 

7,848 

1809 

20,176 

1807 

92,554 

1809 

33,505 

1809 

96,467 

1808 

8,579 

1807 

39.047 

1808 

80,863 

1809 

47,922 

1807 

29,604 

1809 

25,088 

1809 

40,599 

1805 

16,822 

1807 

15,324 

1808 

2,245 

1807 

2,158 

1806 

2,067 

1807 

5,626 

1809 

2,540 

1806 

1,028 

Total  MiUtia 


684,335 


The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  to  the  amendment  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  pre- 
rent  the  issuing  of  sea-letters,  except  to  certain 


vessels  f  and  the  same  being  read,  was  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  mod- 
ification of  the  Senate  to  their  fourth  amendment 
to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  providing  for  the 
third  census,  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States ;  and  the  said  modification  be- 
ing read,  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  concur  in  the  appointment  of  a 
joint  committee  to  report  what  business  is  neces- 
sary to  be  done  in  the  present  session,  and  when 
it  may  be  expedient  to  close  the  same ;  and  have 
accordingly  appointed  a  committee  on  their  part. 

GENERAL  WILKINSON. 

Mr.  Pearson  said  his  object  in  now  address- 
ing the  House  was,  to  introduce  to  their  atten- 
tion a  subject  interesting  to  the  honor,  and  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  safety  of  the  nation — 
a  subject  which  had  occupied  a  great  portion  of 
the  public  attention,  and,  it  he  was  not  mistaken, 
had  excited  much  public  indignation,  The  reso- 
lution he  was  about  to  propose  was  in  relation  to 
the  conduct  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States.  Gentlemen,  said 
Mr.  r*,  are  not  at  this  time  to  be  informed  that 
suspicions,  not  light  as  air,  not  depending  on  ordi- 
nary rumor,  nor  upon  common  newspaper  publi* 
cations,  but  appearing  in  a  shape  infinitely  more 
imposing,  hang  over  the  head  of  this  ofiicer,  and 
the  wonder  only  is,  why  this  subject  has  been 
permitted  to  rest  uninvestigated  so  long.  It  is 
not  at  present  ray  intention  to  give  any  opinion 
as  to  the  truth  or  fallacy  of  the  charges  exhibited 
against  this  ofiScer,  because  I  conceive  it  improper 
so  to  do ;  for,  if  an  investigation  of  his  conduct 
does  take  place,  it  will  be  conducted  by  gentle- 
men of  this  House,  and  it  would  be  improper  to 
prejudge  any  case  on  which  we  are  to  decide^  as 
we  are  bound  to  do  justice  as  well  to  the  indi- 
vidual as  to  our  country.  The  character  of  a 
soldier  has  always  been  dear  to  me.  I  have  been 
taught  to  respect  the  name  of  soldier ;  and  when- 
ever I  think  of  it,  honor  and  patriotism  associate 
themselves  with  the  idea.  But  I  will  take  the  lib- 
erty of  stating  that  the  charges  for  some  time  ex- 
isting against  the  Commander*in-chief  have  be- 
come more  imposing,  to  my  mind,  at  least,  in 
consequence  ot  a  publication  which  came  out 
during  the  last  year,  in  which  those  charges  are 
speci^ly  stated,  and  the  evidence  with  which 
they  are  supported,  illustrated  in  a  manner  calcu- 
lated to  maxe  an  impression  on  the  mind  of  al- 
most any  man.  In  order  that  complete  justice 
may  be  rendered  to  this  officer,  and  to  my  coun- 
try. I  offer  the  following  resolution :         ,  , 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  conduct  of  Brigadier  General  James  Wilkin- 
son, in  relation  to  his  having  St  any  time,  whilst  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  corruptly  received  money 
from  Uie  Government  of  Spain,  or  its  agents,  or  in  r^ 
lation  to  having,  during  the  time  aforessid,  been  an 
accomplice,  or  in  any  way  concerned  vrith  the  agents 
of  any  foreign  Power,  or  with  Aaron  Burr,  in  a  picgect 
against  l^e  dominions  of  the  King  of  Spain,  or  to  dk- 
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memW  itu^a^  United  States.  That  the  said  commit- 
tee inquire  generally  into  the  conduct  of  the  said 
J^mea  Wilkinson,,  a^  Brigadier  General  of  the  Aimy 
of  the  United  States ;  that  the  aaid  committee  have 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  compel  their 
attendance  and  production,  and  that  they  report  the 
result  to  this  Hoase* 

Mr.  Peabsoln  said  it  was. not  his  intention,  at 
this  tipoe,  to  agitate  the  qu^tioo^  He  wished  it 
to  lie  on  the  taple  a  day  at  least.^ 

BATTURB  AT  NEW  ORLEAJN& 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  pro- 
Tiding^  the  means  to  ascertain  the  title  of  the  oat- 
tore  la  front  of  the  suburb  St.  Mary  in  New 
Orleans. 

Mr,  Bibb  moved  to,  strike  out  from  the  word 
''that^  in  the  second  lioe  of  the  first  section  of 
the  biU,  to  the  end  of  the  said  bill,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inserting  the  following : 

'<  That  the  interest  in,  or  title  to,  the  batture  front- 
ing the  suburb  St.  Mary,  in  .the  city  of  New  Orieans, 
which  may  have  vested  in  the  United  States  by  the 
treaty  of  cession  between  the  United  States  and  Prance^ 
concluded  at  Paris  on  the  SOth  of  April,  1803,  be  trans- 
ferred to,  and  invested  in,  the  corporation  of  the  city  of 
New  Orleans^  so  far  aa  to  enable  aaid  corporation  to 
defend  any  suit  or  action  which  may  be  instituted  for 
the  recoveiy  of  the  whole,  or  any  part,  of  the  said  bat- 
ture, in  any  court  having  competent  power  and  juris- 
dktton  to  hear  and  determine  the  same ;  and,  if  no  such 
aqitiOr  action  shall  be  instituted  iind  prosecuted  to  final 
jiidgment  or  decrt^e  within  -— —  years,  .all  individual 
cli^mt  right,  or  .title»  to  the  battare,  ahall  thenceforth 
be  forever  boiftcd^ 

«8acr  3.  And^he  it  further  enqeUdy  That,  in  the 
trial  of  such  fuit  or  acjuc^,  the  jury  shaU  be  composed 
of  citizens  of  the  Territory,  but  not  of  the  city  of 
Orleans, 

"Sac.  3.  An^beiiftiriharenaetfid,  That,  until  such 
trial  shall  be  had,  the, said  batture  shall  be  used  and 
enjoyed  as  a  public  highway  and  landing  place  as  well 
by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  as  the  inhabitants 
of  New  Orleans,  who  shall  continue  to  enjoy  the  same 
right  of  digging  and  carrying  earth  from  the  said  bat- 
ture, which  they  were  accustomed  to  enjoy  under  th^ 
late  Spanish  Government." 

Mr.  Qbolson.  desirous  to  introduce  an  amend- 
ment different  from  Mr.  Bibb's,  called  for  a. di- 
vision of  the  question,  so  as  to  take  the  question 
first  on  striking  out,  that  he  might  be  at  liberty 
to  move  a  substitute  different  from  that  offered 
by  Mr.  Bibb. 

The  inotion  to  strike  ont  the  sections  was  sup- 
ported at  great  length  by  Messrs.  Qbolson,  Love, 
Tatlor,  and  Macon;  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Ross,  Kbt,  Sbeffet,  and  Botd. 

The  House  adjourned  without  taking  a  ques- 
tion on  it. 


Tbursdat,  March  22, 

M^.  Jl^js^Jrom,  f  b^CqioniUteQ.on  Poat  QflScea, 
ami  Pp»t  Jio«d«i  preAfiRted  a  biU  to  establish  post 
roada;  which  was  read  twi^e^and  committed  to 
aCooMnittee.of  the  Wiiole.on  Monday  next. 

Mjk-  JoBMBOJf  presented  a  petition  of  Urbaio 
GhHllet,4)a  behalf  of  himaelfand  htaassociatea^ 


knowntiy  thejopme^f  the  ^'Sooiclypf  LaTrap^" 
resident,  in .  the  lUinoifl  Tf^rritory,.  praying  a  con^ 
firmation  of  their  title  to  a  ceEtaiftiJeAcrmd  tract 
of  land  in  said  Territojy ;  also,  for  a  grant,  or 
to  be  permitted  to  purchase  on  a  credit  of  tveire 
years,  vrithmU  interest,  a  parcel  of  land  adjoioiD^ 
their  resfdence,  and  to  be  permitted  to  locate  any 
warrants  which  they  may  hereafter  be  possessed 
of  on  public  lands  most  convenient  to  themeelres; 
the  proceeds  of  all  of  which,  they  state,  are  to  be 
applied  to  the  free  education  of  youth.— Rrferred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands; 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Eppbs,  that  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday  be  postponed  un- 
til to-morrow ;  and  the  question  being  taken  there- 
on, it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Ordered^  That  the  unfinished  businest  do  lie 
on  tb«  table. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  tb«  Whole  on  the  bill  making  approprit* 
tions  for  carrying  into  efiect  certain  Indian  trea- 
ties ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill 
was  reported  with  several  amendmeots  thereto; 
which  were  fead,  and  severally  concurred  in  bf 
the  House.  The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  time  to^^norrow. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

Mr.  LovB  moved  to^  discharge  the.Conupittre 
of  the,  Whol^  from  the  further  considi^atioo  of 
the  resoluiton .  relative  to  the  establishmant  of  a 
National  Bank.  Heoh^erved,  that  xho  reaolntioB« 
ts  ofieced  by  himaelf,  contemplated  a  reference  of 
it  to  a  select  committee,  but  after  it  was  presttUed, 
it  was  so  modifi)^  by  different  gentlemen  as  at 
last  to  become  scarcely  intelligible,  and  was  with 
his  assfnt  referred.to  af^ommitt^e  of  the.Whole. 
That  at  that  time  a  speedy  iovestigauoa  of  the 
subject  was  expected,  and  ha  felt  no  objeciioo  to 
discuss  the  general  principles  of  the  mqtt«irf,bat 
so  much  time  had- elapsed  without  a  bdtet  pro»* 
pect  of  that,  general  discussioo,  that  he  was  ta* 
duced  to  fear  the  subject,  unless  soon  aeled  on, 
might  not  undergo  the  examination  its  very  great 
iinportance  merited. 

Mr.  L.  said  it  was  a  subject  which  could  be 
much  better  presented,  and  rendered  much  more 
intelligible  by  the  details  of  a  bill  than  the.  most 
laborious  argument,  and  he  conceived  it  was  one, 
the  jrelations  of  which,  to  the  interests  of  the  com- 
munity,  had  never  been  sufficiently  explored. 
He  presumed)  he  said,  to  think  that  it  would  be 
no  (difficult  matter  Ito  organize  a  baajji;  in  aiich  way 
as  to  render  vto  the.pubbc  a  greatshaxe  of  the  ad- 
vantages, whic)i  institutions  of  ihe..kind  undec 
national  patisooage  had  never  failed  and.  never 
could  fail,  to  give  to  the  first  purahasara  of  stock, 
and  yet  leave  iht  capitalists  sufficieataDdtlc^mefii, 
and  perhaps  to  real  capitalists  a  greater  induce- 
ment, to  become  stockholders,  than  would  in  the 
ordinary  mode  be  given  them ;  while  the  only 
other  effect  of  the  plan  he  had  conceived  as  it 
respected  individuals,  would  be. to  prevent  the 
enormous  speculatioo%  which  would,  otherwise 
take  place,  as  had  been  experienced  inithe  estab* 
UahnieDt  of  the  United  Staiea  Bank. 
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He  coald  prore  that,  by  the  mode  of  estabhsh- 
ment  adopted  for  that  bank,  at  least  ^,000,000 
had  gooe  into  the  pockets  of  speculators,  rery 
msoy  of  whom  never  became  stoek holders,  which 
ought  to  have  gone  into  the  pockets  of  the  peo- 
ple—at the  fame  time  that  real  capitalists  and 
pennsDent  stockholders  paid  fifty  per  cent,  ad- 
taoce  for  their  shares. 

He  flattered  himself  that  rery  important  im- 
proTements  might  be  suggested  in  the  drauffht  of 
a  plan  for  a  National  Bank,  and  ^hioh  would  se- 
cure the  most  important  benefits  to  the  ptablic. 
fie  had  no  doubt  that  the  most  eligible  plan  which 
could  be  suggested  would  be  entirely  exempt  from 
CoDslitutional  pbjections,  and  would  only  add, 
that  sufficient  inducements  might  be  offered  to  the 
States  to  make  it  their  wish  to  become  interested 
in  the  iostitation,  on  principles  of' general  wel- 
fare and  common  safety,  and  also  from  prospects 
of  the  most  substantial  pecuniary  advantages. 
He  added  also,  that  he  ,thouffht  it  perfectly  prac- 
ticable to  present  a  plaJn,  which,-  m  its  effect  on 
society,  would  hare  the  strongest  tendency  to  pre* 
vent  the  further  increase  of  the  numerous. private 
associations,  which  he  feared,  if  tb^y  continued  to 
ioerease  as  they  had  for  several  years  past,  would 

Erodace  the  destruction  of 'everything  useful  in 
inking  institutions,  and  leave  uato  feel  tbe  ef- 
feet  of  that  'which  was  most  injurious  in  them. 
It  had  become  the  duty  (he  said)  of  the  United 
States  Legislature  to  act  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  L.  hoped  the  House  would  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  refer  the  proposi- 
tiOD  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr  L's  motion  was  agreed  to,  47  to  28. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  ARKY  AND  NAVY. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  wished  tosi»bmit  a  mo- 
tion to  the  House,  which  was  of  a  nature  that 
Would  require  perhaps,  at  least  justify,  some  gen- 
ersl  observations*  During  his  utiavoidable  ab* 
seace  from  his  duty  in  ibe House  the  present  ses- 
sion, Mr.  R.  said  it  had  been  some  consolation  to 
bim  to  reflect  that  if  he  had  been  unable  to  par- 
ticipate in  any  of  the  measures  which  the  wisaom 
of  the  Qovefnment  might  have  devised  to  meet 
the  necessity  of  the  State,  at  least  those  measures 
were  not  in  anywise  retarded  or  impeded  by  any 
opposition  of  his.  True  it  is  (said  he)  that  at  the 
distance  at  which  I  was  traced  fi:<AEn  t&e  seat  of 
OoTernment,  and  through  the  medium  through 
which  i  viewed  its  measures,  it  was  impossible 
for  be  to  discern  anything  like  a  system  pursuitijg 
or  about  to  be  pursued  by  the  GK>vernment  of  this 
atlion.  But  this,  sir,  I  atuibuted  to  my  own  want 
«r  information,  not  to  the  want  of  decision  or 
wisdom  in  the  Govenament*  I  flattered  myitelf 
that  when  I  should  have  reached  the  seat  of  Gov* 
erament,  when  I  should  be  on  Che  spot,  that  Ishoohl 
then  at  least  be  enabled  to  discern  a  degree  of 
soBiething  like  a  regular  system  of  policy  per- 
vading the  great  councils  of  the  natioa.  But,  sir, 
Using  all  tbe  means  accessible  to  me,  daring  the 
time  which  I  hare  been  in  Washington,  I  have 
been  uimble  to  detect  anything  like  design,  an]» 


thing  like  concert,  anything  like  aphm  to  be  pur- 
sued by  this  House  in  relation  to  our  national 
concerns— I  onght  perhaps  to  say,  drntil  this'ttio- 
ment.  But  I  understand,  sir,  at  length  the  budget 
has  been  opened-^that  a  system  has  been  brought 
forward  for  raising  sappltes  by  hmns  and  by  ad- 
ditional mxes.  It  IS  in  relation  to  this  system  that 
the  motion  which  I  am  about  to  knake  will  stand. 
I  had  indeed  supposed,  sir,  that  when  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  should  get  into  opera- 
tion at  this  session,  the  first  act  would  be  (if  iildeed 
we  could  not  build  up)  to  pull  down  that 'which 
every  one  seemed  to  acknowledge  vvas  inefficient, 
ridiculous,  and  hurtful — I  allude  to  tbe  celebrated 
non-intercourse  law-^nd  I  certainly  should  have 
felt  it  my  duty  to  submit  a  motion  on  that  )iubject 
as  soon  as  I  took  my  seatj  if  I  had  not  be^n  in- 
formed that  a  bill  was  mtnmiUu  between  the 
two  Houses  to  e£Rect  thkt  object.  Why  indeed 
the  nation  should  have  tolerated  lhis^<skkidwl^dg- 
ed  evil,  I  have  never  been  enabled  to  discover.  I 
had  supposed  that  the  first  step  would  have  b^en 
to  do  away  the  confessed  evil,  by  way  of  prepar- 
ation for  some  substantial  good.  In  thts,^  bc^ever 
I  have  been  unfortunately  mistaken.  Whether 
the  people  of  the  United  Staties  were  ever  to  ^e- 
triere  that  flourishing  commerce  which  had  be^n 
so  childishly  spoiled,  Mr.  R.  said  it  \^as  not  for 
him  to  undertake  to'determine.  Comtaeroe  *was 
a  delicate,  a  tickliih  thing^-^nd  "when  it  had 
formed  for  itself  new  channels,  like  the  ml^htr 
water  course,  it  was  difficult  indeed  1o  (urn  it 
back  into  the  old.  But,  if  the  commerce  of  tbe 
United  States  was  ever  to  be  regained,  he  would 
venture  to  say  that  it  would  not  be  brought  back 
by  the  means  of  additional  duties.  The  embargo 
and  non-intercourse^-^he  had  almost  foi^often  to 
mention  the  aon-importatlon  act-— had  changed 
the  habits 'ttod  feelings  and  principles  of  the  mer- 
eantile  -class  in  this  country.  As  foreseen  und 
predicted,  a  tfyatem  of  sttiuggKng,  of  illegal  trade, 
the  most  miaous  to  the  fair  trader,  the  most  in- 
jurtouB  to  the  agrieultnral  interest  and  destruc- 
tive to  the  rev>eniie  that  could  be  conceived,  hald 
been  organized.  A  man  has  nothing  to  do,  ittfd 
Mr.  R,,  but  to  go  into  the  market,  and  give  a  pre- 
mium to.  have  his  cotton  or  tobacco  placed  in 
Liverpool  or  London,  or  to  have  an  assorted  car- 
flo  of  prohibited  goods  placed  In  any  street  of 
Baltimore  or  Phlladelpbia.  Whether  these  habits 
will  6ver  be  checked,  it  belongs  not  to  tht  to  pre- 
dict— but  they  certainly  will  never  be  cbeck^ 
by  high  duties  operating  as  a  premium  on  soiug- 

giing* 

But  it  may  be  said  that  the  natitfn  is 'in  that 
situation  in  which  it  is  necessary  to  act,  to  do 
something.  I  agree,  sir,  that  it  is-^altboogh  I 
hold  it  not  to  be  the  least  of  the  qualifications  of 
a  statesman  to  be  apprised  when  it  is  necessary 
not  to  act.  A  proposition  -  is  no\v  in  substance^- 
and'I  wish  to  brioe  it  in  form — submitted  to  this 
nation,  whether  tbey  will  etodot^hter  a  system  of 
additioifeal  taxation  and  lotfns,  or  Wbether  they 
will  iqalce  a  reducdcn  in  their  Vinprofitabhs  estah- 
lishmettts.  I  thibk,  if  I  have  not  forgotten,  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treaanry,  in  his  anntial  re- 
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port,  has  stated/tbat  by  an  adequate  redaction  in 
the  army  and  na?y,  the  necessitous  state  of  our 
finances  may  be  relieved.    But,  perhaps,  sir,  it 
may  be  said,  shall  we.  in  the  present  undecided 
state  as  respects  the  belligerents  of  Europe,  make 
any  movement  which  shall  indicate  a  disposition 
on  our  part  to  submit  to  those  belligerents  ?    Cer- 
tainly not.    But,  Mr.  R.  asked,  was  there  any  one 
who  heard  him  who  seriously  thought  of  war,  or 
believed  it  a  relation  in  which  we  could  beplaced? 
He  for  one  did  not.    War  with  whom?    War 
with  France  U- Carried  on  where?    By  us  here, 
and  by  France  in  old  France?— For  she  had  no 
possessions  in  our  neighborhood*    War  with  Eng- 
land ? — Carried  on  where  ?    In  the  hospitals  at 
New  Orleans?    Granting  that  our  situation  with 
either  of  the  belligerents  was  a  hostile  one,  Mr. 
R.  said  he  for  one  would  in  that  case  still  be  ready 
to  accede  to  his  proposition — ^for  he  saw  no  use 
in  keeping  up  an  establishment,  a  costly  set  of 
tools,  which  we  could  not,  if  we  knew  how  to,  use» 
It  is  possible,  however,  said  Mr.  R.  that  all  this 
time  I  may  be  under  a  mistake — ^that  there  is  a 
system,  that  there  is  a  plan,  that  there  is  a  con- 
cert ;  and  indeed  if  the  old  maxim  be  true,  an 
est  cekQre  ariem^  ours  must  be  one  of  the  most  re- 
fined systems — it  eludes  not  only  sight  but  touch, 
and  would  elude  even  a  chemical  analysis.    I 
would  wish  to  ask  this  House,  after  all  that  has  been 
•aid  or  that  can  be  said  on  the  subject,  whether 
we  must  not— we  may  make  as  many  wry  faces 
as  we  please — go  back  to  that  ground  (if  it  be  pos- 
sible to  regain  it)  which  we  have  so  childishly 
and  wantonly  abandoned  ?    We  must — we  may 
begin  upon  the  system  of  loans  and  taxation,  but 
the  people  of  the  United  States  will  tell  us  to  stop, 
and  we  must  obey.    Will  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  consent  to  keep  up  expensive  military 
and  naval  establishments,  of  the  very  existence 
of  which  they  are  ignoraiM  until  they  are  made 
acquainted  with  them  by  burdensome  taxes  and 
a  debt  entailed  on  their  posterity— and  for  what  ? 
To  what  earthly  end  ?    If  you  cannot  keep  your 
army  alive  in  time  of  peace,  I  ask  in  the  name  of 
common  sense  what  will  you  do  with  them  in 
time  of  war  ?    Is  there  a  man  who  hears  me  who 
feels  one  atom  of  additional  security  to  his  person 
or  property  from  the  army  of  the  united  States? 
Has  it  ever  been  employed  to  protect  the  rights 
of  person  and  property  7    Has  it  ever  been  em- 
ployed but  in  violation  of  personal  rights  and  pro- 
perty— in  the  violation  of  the  writ  of  habeas  cor- 
pus, and  as  a  new  modern  instrument  of  ejectment? 
Sir,  go  through  the  country,  and  put  to  every  free- 
holder in  the  land  this  question — Are  you  willins^ 
to  pay  one  third  more  of  duty,  and  an  hundred 
per  cent,  on  that  third,  upon  susar,  cofiee,  and  so 
forth,  for  the  sake  of  the  establishment  at  New 
Orleans  ?    We  may  say  what  we  please,  sir,  but 
that  expedition  which,  until  ours,  surpassed  in 
folly  every  other  expedition  ever  undertaken^-the 
famous  expedition  of  a  British  army  against 
Flushing,  where  they  had  an  army  as  wall  as  cli- 
mate to  contend  ag^ainst-^that  expedition,  which 
even  their  own  ministry  dare  not  defend,  but  quar- 
rel amongst  each  other  who  shall  have  the  blame 


of  it,  was  surpassed  in  disaster  by  the  mortality 
of  the  American  Army.  And  yet,  sir,  for  this 
shadow,  this  skeleton — it  is  indeed  a  skeleton  of 
an  army — the  people  of  the  United  States  are  to 
submit  to  loans  and  taxation.  With  respect  to 
the  navy,  I  say  nothing  of  that.  Its  exploits  are 
already  registered  in  our  Journals.  And  the  fact 
of  the  frigate  Philadelphia  run  ashore  on  the  uil 
of  the  Horse  Shoe,  is  the  only  one  in  our  naval 
annals  for  several  years  past. 

With  respect  to  war — we  have,  thank  GU>d !  ia 
the  Atlantic,  a  fdsse  wide  and  deep  enough  to 
keep  off  any  immediate  danger  to  oar  territory. 
The  belligerents  of  Europe  know,  as  well  as  we 
feel,  that  war  is  out  of  the  question.  No,  sir— it 
our  preparation  was  for  battle,  th^  state  physicians 
have  mistaken  the  state  of  the  patient — ^we  hav« 
been  embarj^ed  and  non-intercoursed  almost  into 
a  consumption,  and  this  is  not  the  time  for  battle. 
If  indeed  the  state  was  about  to  undergo  inoca- 
lation  for  the  small  pox^  this  reduction  would 
have  been  according  to  the  best  medical  authori- 
ties. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  would  therefore  submit  to  the 
House,  under  these  views,  the  best  he  had  been  able 
to  take,  two  distinct  propositions  in  a  single  reso- 
lution, in  order  that  the  House  and  the  people  of 
the  United  States  might  determine  whether  they 
would  submit  to  encounter  the  European  system 
of  loans  and  taxes,  or  whether  they  would  reduce 
establishments,  which  (to  say  the  best  of  them 
that  could  be  said)  were  mere  incumbrances.    It 
was,  he  thought,  about  nine  years  ago  since  he 
had  the  honor  of  making  a  similar  motion  in  this 
House,  which  was  the  precursor  of  the  abolition 
of  the  internal  taxes.    He  hoped  the  mobon  he 
was  now  about  to  make  would  be  the  harbinger 
of  protection  against  the  system  introduced  into 
the  House  yesterday — that  at  least,  if  it  was 
not  the  means  of  taking  off  taxation,  it  might 
prove  an  antidote  against  it.    Mr.  R.  then  moved 
'*that  the  Military  and  Naval  Establishments 
ought  to  be  reduced" — not  that  he  was  at  all  op- 
posed to  a  reduction  in  any  other  article  of  ex- 
pense.   He  believed  that  many  other  and  impor- 
tant reductions  might  be  made  in  the  expenses  of 
the  Qovernment.    The  spirit  of  reform,  he  said, 
had  long  slept  in  this  House.    He  would  go  as 
far  as  any  man  in  retrenching  expenses,  but  he 
confessec}  his  object  now  was  to  take  the  bull  by 
the  horns.    He  considered  these  two  objects  to  be 
the  great  drains  and  sinks  of  the  public  Treasury. 
I  do  not,  said  he,  profess  a  better  acquaintance 
with  the  public  sentiment  than  others,  but  I  be- 
lieve, if  you  were  to  propound  the  question  to 
every  man  in  the  United  States  capable  of  judg- 
ing, that  not  merely  nineteen-twentieths,  but  nine 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  hundredths  of  them — 
always  excepting  those  who  draw  emoluments 
from  these  establishments,  and  their  immediate 
connexions,  whether  in  this  House  or  out  of  it-» 
the  good  honest  yeomanry  of  the  United  States, 
who  never  saw  these  things,  whose  only  proof  of 
their  existence  is  in  the  money  they  call  for,  would 
sHy,  in  Gk>d's  name  let  us  have  none  of  them.     If 
«ve  are  to  have  war,  we  know  that  we,  the  peo- 
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pie  of  the  United  States,  and  not  the  invalids 
from  the  hospitals  on  the  Mississippi,  must  fight 
the  battles. 

The  Hoase  agreed  to  consider  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Rahdolpb  ;  and  the  question  being  stated  on 
its  passage  in  the  following  words: 

''Resolved^  That  the  Military  and  Naval  EsUblish- 
mentf  ought  to  be  reduced  :** — 

Mr.  Eppes  presumed  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  would  not  ask  of  the  House  to  decide 
this  question  at  a  moment's  warning.    I  have,  said 
he.  no  objectioD  to  refer  the  resolution  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  and  to  discuss  it.    If 
gentlemen  on  this  floor  who  voted  in  1807  for  an 
increase  of  the  Army  and  Naval  Establishments, 
can  find  in  the  present  posture  of  the  affairs  of 
this  country  a  sufficient  ground  to  reduce  these 
establishments,  and  at  the  present  moment,  when 
perhaps  the  first  gale  may  bring  news  which  will 
enable  us  to  reduce  them  with  honor — if  it  is  the 
intention  of  gentlemen  thus  to  stamp  themselves 
with  the  charge  of  folly  for  originallv  increasing 
them,  I  cannot  coincide  with  them;  out  if  it  was 
originally  proper  to  raise  this  force,  there  are  no 
circumstances  which  ought  at  present  to  induce 
Congress  to  reduce  it.    But  at  the  same  time,  sir, 
I  am  far  from  saving  that  I  do  not  believe  that 
the  Army  and  Navy  may  be  reduced  before  the 
end  of  the  present  session.    It  is  true  that  the  de- 
ficit in  the  revenue  may  be  saved  by  a  reduction 
in  the  Army  and  Navy  ;  but  there  is  no  reason 
why  it  should  be  done  when  every  other  circnm- 
stanee  forbids  it. .  There  is  a  bill  before  the  House 
for  the  increase  of  duties;  it  is  reported  in  blank, 
and  the  ratio  of  addition  will  be  fixed  at  the  plea- 
sure of  the  House.    It  is  reported  on  the  prin- 
ciple, which  is  fair,  that  those  who  incur  a  debt 
should  nay  it.    The  deficit  of  revenue  should  be 
supplied  by  those  who  incurred  the  expense  which 
caused  it.    I  voted  for  the  Army,  and  shall  not  be 
deterred  from  voting  money  for  an  object  which 
I  believed  necessary  and  which  I  still  believe  was 
necessary  at  the  time  it  was  adopted.    As  to  the 

r  resent  situation  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
am  not  acquainted  with  it,  except  from  private 
letters.  No  man  more  than  myself  deplores  the 
situation  of  that  army ;  and  from  whatever  cause 
It  has  proceeded,  whoever  is  to  blame,  whoever 
is  responsible  for  keeping  the  troops  in  a  swamp, 
and  sacrificing  one  half  of  them,  I  hope  will  be 
exposed  to  the  public.  It  may  be  proper  to  ob- 
serve that  a  bill  passed  this  House  yesterday  for 
organizing  a  force  more  congenial  to  the  feelings 
of  freemen,  which  will  perhaps  much  reduce  the 
necessity  of  keeping  a  military  force  embodied. 

Sir.  I  do  not  for  my  part  know  what  course 
will  Depursued  by  Congress  at  the  present  ses- 
sion. The  gentleman  from  Virginia  seems  dis^ 
posed  to  repeal  the  non-intercourse — and  I  con- 
sider it  perfectly  consistent  in  him  to  vote  aj^inst 
It.  because  he  did  so  when  it  was  passed — it  is  per- 
fectly consistent  in  him  to  say  that  it  is  ineffi- 
cient, because  he  has  said  so  before — and  that  it 
is  perfectly  consistent  in  him  to  reprobate  every 
measure  taken  for  four  or  five  years  past,  because 
he  did  at  the  time  reprobate  them.    Our  situation 


as  to  commerce,  sir,  does  not  proceed  from  our 
acts,  but  from  the  injustice  of  the  bellifferents, . 
who  by  their  decrees  and  orders  at  a  single  blow 
reduced  our  exports  from  one  hundred  and  eight 
millions  to  less  than  seven.  During. the  year 
1809  our  revenue  was  about  ten  millions — during^ 
the  year  1810  it  will  probably  not  be  more  than 
eight.  I  have,  as  I  before  said,  no  objection  to 
meet  the  question,  but  the  reduction  of  the  Army 
will  not  do  away  the  necessity  of  additional  rev- 
enue, because  our  exports  are  so  much  reduced 
that  we  cannot  avoid  this  year  increasing  the  du- 
ties, or  perhaps  for  some  years  to  come.  One 
reason  of  the  reduction  of  revenue  ii,  that  our 
manufactures  have  increased  so  much  as  to  ex- 
clude many  foreign  articles — nay,  so  far  have 
those  manufactures  progressed;  tnat  samples  of 
the  manufactures  have  been  sent  to  England  to  be 
imitated,  and  sent  to  this  country  to  rival  our  do- 
mestic manufactures.  With  this  view  of  the  de- 
crease of  our  imports,  an  additional  duty  of  five 
per  cent,  on  goods  paying  a  duty  ad  valorem^ 
would  produce  a  million ;  and  raising  the  specific 
duties  thirty-three  and  one  third  per  cent,  would 
produce  two  millions,  making  three  millions,  the 
supposed  amount  of  the  deficit. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  said  he  had  no  idea  of  provok- 
ing the  discussion  which  had  commenced.  He 
was  willing  to  submit  his  proposition  to  the  same 
committee  as  had  under  consideration  the  gen- 
tleman's proposition  for  laying  additional  duties, 
and  let  gentlemen  take  their  choice.  The  freat 
difficulty  which  he  felt  in  speaking  in  this  llall 
had  caused  Mr.  R.  to  omit  one  remark,  and  that 
was — that  if  Congress  did  mean  to  lay  additional 
duties,  it  would  be  necessary  to  keep  them  on  not 
only  this  year,  but  many  years.  Mr.  R.  said  he 
had  not  expected  from  the  gentleman  who  is  at 
the  head  of  the  Committee  of  Finance  in  this 
House,  such  an  opinion  on  the  subject  of  indirect 
taxation  as  was  to  be  gathered  from  his  observa- 
tions. What  would  be  the  effect  of  laying  ad- 
ditional duties  for  one  or  two  years?  Tne  effect 
would  be  that  the  articles  on  which  the  duty  was 
laid  would  not  be  imported,  because  they  would 
have  to  compete  in  the  market  with  those  arti- 
cles already  imported  free  of  additioiial  duty,  and 
moreover  would  have  to  contend  against  the  well- 
grounded  expectation  that  in  a  short  time  the 
duty  would  be  taken  off.  So  that  instead  of  get- 
tin£[  revenue  you  diminish  it  by  laying  additional 
duties,  because  the  very  articles  which  are  to 
produce  revenue  will  cease  to  be  imported.  There 
is  no  clearer  question  in  finance  or  even  in  arith- 
metic than  this. 

His  colleague  had  said,  Mr.  R.  observed,  that, 
the  revenue  having  diminished,  heavier  duties 
must  be  imposed  on  certain  articles-^why  ?  Be- 
cause, forsooth,  the  articles  are  imported  under  a 
disadvantage,  owing  to  the  increase  of  our  do- 
mestic manufactures.  If  so,  if  in  order  to  get 
revenue,  higher  duties  were  to  be  laid  on  imported 
articles  not  able  to  contend  in  our  markets  under 
only  the  present  duties,  this  was  altogether  a  new 
plan  to  him — it  must  be  of  the  new  school  of  finance 
I  — it  was  altogether  incomprehensible.    With  re- 
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spect  to  the  principle  that  those  who  iocur  debts 
-oQffht  to  pay  tbeiD,  Mr.  R.  said  he  agreed  with  his 
•cofleague — and,  although  he  was  not  one  of  those 
who  incurred  the  debt,  he  was  one  of  those  who 
"were  willing  to  pay  it.  They  would  unquestion- 
ably by  this  system  of  additional  duties  destroy 
"what  revenue  was  left  from  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage.  He  said  he  rather  suspected  his  col- 
league had  fallen  into  a  small  mistake,  and  that 
When  he  spoke  of  ad  valorem  duties  on  goods 
imported,  he  ought  to  have  said  on  articles  aiUied 
' — lor  under  the  present  regime  they  did  not 
amount  to  preciseiv  the  same  thing — and  Mr.  R. 
said  if  we  eot  bacK,  which  he  did  not  know  to 
be  practicable,  to  the  old  system,  we  should  find 
an  increase  of  revenue,  notwithstanding  the  rival- 
ry of  our  own  manufactures. 

.  One  word  more,  said  Mr.  R.,  and  I  have  done, 
at  least  for  to-day.  Among  the  objects  which 
induced  me  to  submit  the  motion  now  before  the 
House,  or  at  least  one  which  in  my  mind  ought 
to  weigh  in  its  favor,  is  this:  that  this  planting 
our  soldiers  like  so  much  rice  in  a  swamp,  which 
pxy  colleague  wishes  to  see  brought  to  light,  and 
in  which  wish  I  concur,  has  had  one  efiect — it 
has  given  the  coup  de  grace  to  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice, which  never  was  a  very  flourishing  branch 
of  our  home  manufacture  of  a  standing  army. 
If  it  be  true,  as  alleged,  that  dead  men  tell  no  tales, 
it  must  be  also  true  that  they  can  draw  no  rations. 
But  I  can  demonstrate,  however  true  in  common 
sense,  that  is  not  true  in  the  Treasury,  for  there 
never  has  been  an  instance  of  one  dollar  refunded 
in  the  Army  or  Navy  for  persons  not  in  place,  al- 
though the  estimate  is  always  made  up  on  the 
supposition  that  the  complement  of  men  is  com- 
plete and  full. 

My  colleague  is  mistaken,  sir.  I  have  not  rep- 
robated every  measure  for  five  years  past.  I  had 
the  honor  or  proposing  some  mea5«ures-»that  of 
arming  the  militia  for  instance,  which  was  adopt- 
ed, with  what  i^race  I  will  not  say.  I  had  the 
honor  of  proposing  others  which  were  subsequent- 
ly adopted  when  taken  up  by  other  gentlemen. 
I  might  mention  the  contract  bill,.the  alteration 
of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war — I  might  sto  fur- 
ther, but  I  am  not  disposed  further  to  trouble  the 
House  or  exhaust  myself. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  he  was  surprised  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  had  expected  an  immediate 
decision  of  his  motion.  He  could  not  expect  that 
it  should  be  immediately  decided.  He  did  not 
reffret  that  it  had  been  brought  forward,  and  he 
did  not  say  what  his  opinion  would  be  when  they 
came  to  aecide  on  it;  but  to  do  it  at  present,  he 
said,  would  be  certainly  premature.  The  obser- 
vations made  with  respect  to  the  finances,  the 
state  of  the  Army,  and  all  that,  he  considered  out 
of  the  question  at  present.  The  subject  of  the 
state  of  the  Army  was  besides  committed  to  a 
committee.  All  these  subjects  he  said  he  was 
willing  to  meet  at  a  proper  time,  but  he  was  not 
going  to  decide  on  a  motion  of  so  much  impor- 
tance as  that  before  the  House  without  due  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Macon  said  that  both  the  gentlemen  from 


Virginia  seemed  to  have  given  him  a  kft^handed 
touch.  In  reply  to  one  (Mr.  Ranoolpb)  he  \vould 
observe  that  he  would  never  allow  that  the  em- 
bargo was  not  a  wise  measure,  and  he  was  will- 
ing to  discuss  it  over  and  over  ag^in  ataay  time. 
The  other  gentleman  (Mr.  Eppcs)  had  spoken 
of  the  Army.  Mr.  M.  said)  he  did  vote  for  the 
increase  of  the  army,  and  in  a  similar  situation 
would  do  the  same  again.  He  had  believed  thit 
the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake  was  as  much  war 
as  the  attack  on  Copenhagen.  This  had  been  his 
impression,  and  this  he  had  stated  at  the  time  be 
had  voted  for  an  army.  He  had  believed  at  that 
time  that  Great  Britain  meant  to  follow  up  her 
blows,  and  he  was  prepared  to  meet  her.  Bat, 
pince  that,  an  embargo  had  been  laid  and  then 
substituted  by  non-intercourse.  If  the  sin  of  em- 
bargo was  on  his  head  he  said  he  should  die  with 
it.  He  was  willing  that  this  resolution  should 
be  committed.  News  might  come  from  Europe 
which  would  make  it  necessary  to  raise  mooey. 
If  so,  said  he,  let  us  do  it  when  it  comes;  let  as 
do  what  is  right  under  existing  circum&tances.  h 
to  the  Army,  I  never  had  a  doubt  of  the  right  of  this 
House  to  inquire  Into  the  state  of  it.  ft  beloogs 
to  the  nation,  and  not  to  the  Executive. 

Mr.  Randolph  wished  to  state  that  he  bad  giv- 
en his  friend  from  North  Carolina  too  many  hon- 
est right-handed  touches,  ever  to  give  him  a  left- 
handed  one. 

Mr.  Eppbs  said  he  bad  no  intention  to  give  the 
gentleman  a  wip^— for  it  would  have  been  at  the 
same  time  to  cast  a  r^ection  on  himself.  It  will 
be  recollected,  said  he,  that  when  I  voted  for  the 
Army  I  took  the  grouiMi  that  the  embargo  must  it 
some  time  be  raised,  and  when  it  was,  that  there 
must  be  war ;  and  I  declare  that  if  I  had  foreseen 
that  the  establishment  would  be  kept  up  year  after 
year,  and  that  those  who  raised  the  troops  had 
not  enough  to  use  them,  I  should  not  have  voted 
for  them.  I  never  have  been  for  raising  stand- 
ing troops  in  time  of  peace,  and  I  fear  not  that 
it  will  be  believed  that  I  am  in  favor  of  either  a 
standing  army  or  navy  in  time  of  peace.  Oar 
defence  depends  on  the  people,  bat  a  portion  of 
troops  were  necessary  for  garrison  duty  in  which 
the  militia  cannot  be  employed ;  and  when  the 
additional  troops  were  raised,  they  were  consider- 
ed for  that  object,  and  it  was  so  stated  at  the  time. 
I  voted  for  them  for  war,  and  not  for  peace ;  sod 
whenever  it  is  decided  by  the  Representatives  of 
the  nation  that  they  will  submit  to  the  decrees  of 
Great  Britain  and  France,  whenever  they  repeal 
the  non-intercourse,  which,  whether  feeble  or 
strong,  is  the  only  measure  between  us  and  sub- 
mission, I  for  one  will  go  hand  in  hand  with  those 
who  will  reduce  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  give  to 
the  people  all  the  advantages  which  will  result 
from  what  I  shall  deem  a  surrender  of  their 
rights. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Ra>* 
oolph's  motion  to  refer  his  resolution  to  the  same 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom  was  commit- 
ted the  bill  for  laying  additional  duties,  and  ar* 
ried. 
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BATTURE  AT  KEW  ORLEANS. 

The  House  again  returned  the  coosidc ration  of 
the  bill  to  provide  ihemeana  to  ascertain  the  title 
to  the  battore;  Mr.  Bibb's  motion  to  strike  out  all 
but  the  enacting  clause  being  still  under  consid 
ecatioD. 

Messrs.  QBOLaoir,  Holland,  and  W.  Alston, 
supported  the  motion,  and  Mr.  Fisk  opposed  it. 

The  House  adjourned,  at  fireo'eloek  without 
ukiog  the  questiQp. 


Friday,  March  23. 

Mr.  Sawybb,  from  the  committee  appoinied  on 
the  17th  iBstaot,  presented  a  bill  to  aker  the  times 
of  holding  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  district  of  North  Carolina;  which  -was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactares,  presented 
a  bill  to  allow  the  benefit  of  drawback  on  mer- 
chandise transported  by  land  conveyance  from 
Newport  to  Boston,  and  from  Boston  to  Newport, 
in  like  manner  as  if  the  same  were  transported 
coastwise ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Johnson,  that  the 
onfioished  business  of  yesterday  lie  on  the  table ; 
and  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negatiTe. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Housed 
tbat  the  Semite  have  passed  the  bill  sent  from 
this  House,  entitled  "  An  act  to  make  public  a 
road  in  Washington  county,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,"  with  amendments;  in  which  they 
deire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  QniNCT,  from  the  committee  to  wh^ 
vas  referred  the  Comptroller's  statement  of  IMI- 
aocps  remaining  unsettled  at  the  Treasury,  re- 
ported a  bill  providing  for  the  more,  perfect  ac- 
coontability  of  persons  entrusted  with  public 
DMBeys.  [This  bill  provides  tbat  every  public 
af^nt  or  other  person  accountable  for  public 
moneys  shall  render  his  accounts  at  least  once  a 
qo'irter  to  the  Treasury  if  he  reside  within  the 
toited  States,  and  at  least  annually  if  he  reside 
in  foreign  countries.]  Twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Q,uiNCT  aJso  made  a  detailed  report  in  re* 
latioo  to  the  balances  aforesaid  ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  same  Committee  of  the 
Wbole. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  Authorizing  the  disehfarge 
of  Phineas  Varney  from  his  imprisonment. 

[This  is  a  case  of  imprisonment  for  violation 
of  the  embargo  haws.  The  petitioner  was  em- 
ployed by  Swanton  db  Davis,  of  Bath,  during  the 
embargo,  to  go  on  an  unlawful  .voyage,  .which 
he  coocladed  and  paid  the  proceeds  into  their 
hands.  He  was  subsequently  prosecuted  for  a 
riolatioQ  of  the  embargo  laws,  fined  $3,000,  and 
imprisoned  because  unable  to  pay  it4>r  procure  it 
to  be  paid.] 

After  considerable  contest,  Messrs.  Cook  and 
Root  chiefly  supporting  the  bill,  the  CoBunittee 


reported  it  to  tJM  House,  and  itms  ordered  to  he 
engrossed  for  a  third  readtnf^. 

•An  engrossed  bill  anthonaing  the  discharffe  of 
John  Kerr  bom  his  imprisonment,  was  read  the 
third  4ime,  and  passed. 

BATTURE  AT  NEW  ORLEANS. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  pro?iding  the  aneans  to  ascertain  the 
title  to  the  batture  in  front  of  the  suburb  of  St. 
Mary,  in  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  Bibb's  motion  to  strike  out,  yet  under 
consideration — 

Mr.  Sbeffet  read  an  amendment,  which,  if 
the  motion  for  striking  out  was  agreed  to,  he 
should  propose.  The  amendment  proposes  the 
appointment  of  three  commissioners,  whose  de- 
cision on  the  title  is  to  be  reported  to  Congress  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next,  and  to,  be 
valid  and  final,  unless  reversed  hy  Congress  be- 
fore the  4th  day  of  March  succeeding. 

Mr.  S.  supported  his  amendment  by  some  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  and  Mr.  Rbba  spoke  geaer- 
aily  against  the  bill. 

A  motion  was  then  nsade  by  Mr.  Dawson  ts 
postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
Monday  next,  and  carried. 

Saturuat,  March  24. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Nslson,  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn  ;  and  the  question  being 
taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive—yeas 28,  nays  29. 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Josh- 
son,  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn  ;  and  the 
question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative— yeas  27,  nays  49. 

Mr.  J0HN8ON,  trom  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Minor,  ad- 
ministrator of  Reuben  Minor ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tJM 
Whole  on  Friday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  concerning  invalid  pen- 
sioners; the  bill  was  reported,  with  several  amend- 
ments thereto. 

An  eog[roBsed  hill  makine  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  eflfect  certain  Indian  treaties,* was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Another  engrossed  bill  autborizing  thedischaife 
of  Phineas  Varney  from  hie  imprisonmentj-was 
read  the  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Tallm adob,  tb«t 
the  said  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely :  And  the 
question  being  taken  thereon,  itwasdeteraiined  in 
the  negative.  The  question  w«s  then  taken  that 
the  said  bill  do  pass,  and  resolved  in  the  affirma- 
tive—yeas  60,  nays  50,  as  follows: 

YxAs — ^Lemuel  h  Alston,  Wfltis  Alston,  junior, 
Eieidel  Bacon,  Jsmsa  Breckenridge,  William  A.  Bw- 
wsU,  Willism  Chamherlin,  Epaphraditna  Chsmpien, 
John  Clepton,  Howell  Cobb,  Jamas  Cochran,  Orchard 
Cook,  Richard  Gntts,  Ssmuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 
port, ion.,  Willism  Findlsy,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas 
R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A. 
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Haven,  Daniel  Heiater,  Jamea  Holland,  Richard  Jack- 
aon,  junior,  Robert  Jenkina,  Richard  M.  Johnaon,  Wal- 
ter Jones,  William  Kennedy,  Herman  Knickerbacker, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Vincent  MatUiewa,  Pleaaant  M.  Miller, 
Wm.  Milnor,  John  Montgomery,  Jonathan  0.  Moaeley, 
Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Thos.  Newbold,  John  Nicholaon, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Josiah  Quincy,  Eraatus  Root,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel 
Sheffey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Sam- 
uel Taggart,  John  Thompson,  Charles  Tamer,  junior, 
Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Robert 
Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  James 
Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats — William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown, 
Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Cox,  William  Crawford,  John 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  Jamea  Emott, 
Meshack  Franklin,  D^vid  S.  Garland,  Thomas  Ghol- 
son,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  William  Helms,  Benjamin 
Howard,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  iunior,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Archibala  McBiyde, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomaa  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newton,  Benjamin  Pickman,  Jan.,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Rich- 
ards, John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Adam  Seybert,  Henfy  Southard,  Lewis  B.  Sturgea, 
Jacob  Swoope,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor, 
George  M.  Troup,  Robert  Whitehill,  and  Robert  With- 
erspoont 

TORPEDO  EXPERIMENT. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  appropriating  a  sum  for 
making  ao  experiment  on  the  practical  utility  of 
the  Torpedo  or  submarine  explosion. 

Mr.  Lton  expressed  a  hope  that  the  bill  would 
pass#  He  wished  that  a  trial  might  be  made  of 
this  invention  that  promised  so  much.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  not  be  influenced  against  it  by 
laughter;  they  had  got  over  the  worst  of  it  now 
the  bill  had  been  received  from  the  Senate,  and 
he  hoped  after  going  so  far  that  they  would  go 
through  with  it. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  said  that  as  the  non-intercourse 
law  was  yet  in  existence,  and  as  gentlemen  de- 
clared they  would  not  repeal  it  without  a  substi- 
tute, as  that  substitute  had  not  been  proposed  in 
this  House,  this  bill  from  the  Senate  perhaps  was 
the  substitute.  If  so,  he  should  be  very  readv  to 
give  $5,000  for  so  desirable  an  object ;  and  al- 
though he  had  heretofore  opposed  the  bill,  he 
felt  disposed  under  this  belief  to  withdraw  his 
opposition. 

Mr.  QuiNCT  said  that  if  it  was  intended  to 
make  an  experiment,  he  wished  it  might  be  made 
in  such  a  way  as  to  give  satisfaction.  No  one 
doubted  that  a  vessel  could  be  blown  up  with 
gunpowder;  but  in  all  experiments  made,  and  to 
be  made  made,  the  vessel  which  was  the  subject 
of  the  experiment  was  placed  under  the  control 
of  the  inventor,  and  just  where  be  wished  it. 
The  vessel  employ^ed  for  the  purpose  might  not 
be  seaworthy,  and  if  so,  the  blowing  her  up  would 
be  no  proof  that  the  same  force  applied  to  a  ship- 
of-the-line  would  have  the  same  effect,  any  more 


than  one  could  prove  that  he  could  blow  up  a 
ship-of-the-iine  by  blowinff  up  an  egg-shell.  Mr. 
CI.  said  his  wish  was,  if  Congress  were  to  go  to 
the  expense  proposed,  that  they  should  do  it  like 
men  who  understood  the  object  proposed,  and 
were  desirous  of  a  satisfactory  experiment.  He, 
therefore,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  a 
section  to  this  effect: 

*<  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretaxy  of  the  Navy  to  cause  all  ladi 
obstacles  to  the  success  of  the  proposed  experiment  to 
be  interposed  as  men  experienced  in  naval  affairs  maj 
suggest,  and  as  enemies  engaged  in  actnal  hoitility 
would  be  likely  to  invent,  so  far  as  the  same  is  practi- 
cable, without  endangering  the  life  of  any  dtixen: 
Provided^  always.  That,  in  the  selection  or  prepan- 
tion  of  .such  vessel,  or  in  its  position  aad  management, 
in  the  course  of  such  experiment,  or  over  the  mode,  or 
the  particulars  of  the  resistance  to  the  success  of  the 
experiment  above-mentioned,  the  Torpedo  inveotor, 
and  those  acting  under  his  direction  or  authority,  shall 
not  have  any  control  or  authority  whatsoever,  but,  io 
all  respects,  the  said  Torpedo  inventor  shall  be  prohib- 
ited from  every  other  communication  with  such  vessel, 
or  interference  with  her  management,  except  such  u, 
in  actual  hostility,  might  be  attainable. " 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Mc- 
Kim, Lton,  and  Holi^and,  on  the  ground  thatthe 
obstacles  to  the  experiment  would  be  interposed 
without  giving  the  inventor  an  opportunitf  of 
repelling  them;  that  if  such  extensive  means 
were  made  use  of  to  interpose  obstacles,  the  same 
would  be  requisite  to  repel  them,  and  a  greater 
expense  would  be  involved  than  this  appropria- 
tion would  cover. 

Mr.  duiNCY  replied  that  no  force  need  be  ap- 
plied or  expense  incurred  but  that  of  booms  or 
ropes  thrown  over  the  side  to  keep  the  torpedoes 
from  the  vessel. 

Mr.  Qcinct's  amendment  was  negatived  51 
to  39. 

Mr.  Lton  moved  the  following  amendmeDt, 
which  was  agreed  to :  **  Provided  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  be.  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to 
report  to  Congress  the  result  of  the  experiment, 
with  his  opinion  thereon.^ 

Mr.  Hale  moved  an  amendment  to  this  effect: 
"  Provided,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be 
'  directed  to  receive  a  sufficient  crew  on  board  to 

*  defend  said  vessel  from  the  effects  of  the  torpe- 
^  do  experiment,  if  a  sufficient  number  of  meQ 

*  will  volunteer  for  that  purpose." 

Mr.  Smilie  declared  if  the  gentleman  himself 
would  take  the  command  of  the  vessel  and  raise 
the  volunteers,  that  he  would  not  object  to  tbe 
amendment. 

Mr.  Hale's  amendment  was  lost,  yeas  30. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill. 

Mr.  ClniNCT  renewed  the  amendment  he  bad 
proposed  in  Committee.  He  said  he  wished  to 
put  it  on  record  that  he  had  done  all  he  coo  Id  to 
prevent  the  public  money  from  being  expended 
on  frivolous  and  unsatisfactory  experiments, 
merely  to  afford  amusement  to  those  who  were 
to  witness  it. 

Mr.  6b OLSON  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
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ameodmeot,  for  he  thought  it  inclttded  no  more 
than  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  would  do  of  his 
owD  accord,  if  the  bill  passed  as  it  now  stood. 

Mr.  Lton  made  some  observations  against  the 
amendment.  He  said,  if  it  was  agreed  to,  he 
should  be  for  voting  a  larger  sum,  and  for  voting 
annually  a  sum,  to  be  deducted  from  the  ezpen- 
ises  of  the  Navy,  till  the  utility  or  inutility  ol  the 
loreDUoo  was  ascertained. 

Mr.  Q^jinct's  motion  was  negatived — yeas  45, 
navs  58,  as  follows: 

YiAs— BurweU  Bassett,  WUUam  W.  Bibb,  Daniel 
BlaisdeQ,  James  Breckenridge,  William  Chamberlin, 
Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Howell 
Cobb,  Samael  W.  Dana,' John  Davenport,  jr.,  William 
Glj,  iunei  Emott,  Thomas  Gholson,  Charles  Golda- 
boiougfa,  Willliam  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel 
Heister,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard, 
Jicob  Hufiy,  Richard  Jackson,  Jan.,  Robert  Jenkins, 
Walter  Jones,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Vincent  Mat- 
thews, Archibald  McBiyde,  Samuel  McKee,  William 
Miloor,  Benjamin  Pickman,  Jan.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
Josiah  Qoincy,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Samael  Smith,  Jacob 
SwoopCf  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Jabez  Upham,  Nicho- 
las Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KiUian  K.  Van 
ReoMriaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  and 
James  Wilion. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  William  Anderson,  Ese- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Adam  Boyd,  William  Butler, 
Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  James 
Cochran,  Orchard  Cook,  James  Cox,  William  Craw- 
M,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Joeeph  Desha,  John 
W.  Eppea,  Wm.  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Gideon 
Gardner,  Dmvid  8.  Garland,  Petenwn  Cloodwyn,  James 
Holland,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Wm.  Kennedy^  Mat- 
^  Lyon,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Alexander 
McJCim,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thos. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John 
Porter,  Eliiha  R.  Potter,  John  Rea  of  PennsylTania, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennesiee,  Matthias  Richards,  John 
Koane,  Erastns  Root,  Ebenexer  Sage,  Lemuel  Saw- 
der. Stmnel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Henry 
^thtrd,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Taylor,  John  Thomp- 
nn,  Charles  Tamer,  junior,  Robert  Weakley,  Richard 
Winn,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  to  a  third  reading, 

yeas  63,  and  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 

limp  lo-day. 
The  bill  was  then  r^d  a  third  time. 
Mr.  Dana  commenced  a  speech  against  the 

bill- 
Before  he  concladed,  a  motion  was  made  to 

2<ijoorQ,  and  carried. 


MoNDAT,  March  26. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  theHoase 
''hat  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^^  An 
^ci  to  alter  and  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
Q^mi;  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the 
United  States ;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
|he  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Tristram 
Hussey,  The  bill  was  reported  with  an  amend- 
■nest ;  which  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the 


Hoose.   And  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  infirm, 
disabled,  and  superannuated  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  late  and  of  the  present  Army  of  the  HJnited 
States;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
bill  was  reported  with  amendments,  which  were 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House.  And  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  lime  on  Wednesday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Muhford, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this 
House  such  information  as  he  may  have  received 
touching  the  impressment  of  American  seamen, 
which  has  been  communicated  to  the  Department 
of  State  since  the  last  report  made  to  the  Senate 
in  virtue  of  a  resolution  of  that  body  bearing  date 
the  SOth  of  November  1807. 

Messrs.  Mum  ford  and  Seaver  were  appointed 
a  committee. to  present  the  said  resolution  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  ;o  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act 
to  make  public  a  road  in  Washington  county,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  f  and  the  same  being 
read,  were  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  *<  An 
act  to  alter  and  amend  the  act,  entitled  *  An  net 
fixing  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,''  was  read  twice,  and  committed  ^ 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

MR.  PINKKEY'S  LETTER. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Livbrmorb,  that 
the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Reiohedf  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
oopy  of  any  letters,  or  despatchesi  which  may  have 
been  received  in  the  Department  of  State,  and  do  not 
require  secrecy,  from  Blr.  Pinkney,  our  Minister  at  the 
Court  of  London,  since  his  receipt  of  the  letter  of  the 
23d  of  November,  1809,  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
communicatad  to  this  House  by  the  President,  on  the 
29th  of  said  month. 

Mr.  Smilib  said  he  saw  what  was  intended  by 
the  mover  of  the  resolution*  It  was  wished  that 
the  House  would  deny  the  call.  It  had  already 
been  denied  in  Massachusetta. 

Mr.  Cook  wished  the  resolution  to  pass.  He 
said  it  would  be  inferred  from  a  refusal  to  pass  it, 
that  there  had  been  no  such  letter,  or  that  it  waa 
not  of  the  purport  which  it  was  said  to  be.  It 
might  be  an  unoffical  without  being  a  confidential 
letter.  Whether  it  was  confidential  or  not,  some 
answer  would  be  received. 

Mr.  LivERMORB  said  that  he  had  been  told  by 
sentleman  in  conversation  that  information  had 
been  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State  that  the 
doings  of  the  British  Minister  here  were  disap- 
proved by  his  Government,  and  that  a  new  Min- 
ister would  be  sent  out.  If  this  was  the  fact,  it 
was  very  important  that  the  House  should  know 
it.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  seenied 
to  suppose  that  the  mover  wished  the  resolution 
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Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Jamea  Holland,  Riehaid  Jack- 
fion,  junior,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Johnson*  Wal- 
ter Jones,  William  Kennedy,  Herman  Knickerbacker, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Vincent  MatUiews,  Pleasant  M.  Miller, 
Wm.  Milnor,  John  Montgomery,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Thos.  Newbold,  John  Nicholson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  EUsha  R,  Potter, 
Josiah  Quincy,  Erastas  Root,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel 
Sheffey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Sam- 
uel Taggart,  John  Thompson,  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Robert 
Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  James 
Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats — William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown, 
Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Cox,  William  Crawford,  John 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
Meshack  Franklin,  D^vid  S.  Garland,  Thomas  Ghol- 
son,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  William  Helms,  Benjamin 
Howard,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  iunior,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Archibald  McBiyde, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newton,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jnn.,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Rich- 
ards, John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  'Sammo;is, 
Adam  Seybert,  Henfy  Southard,  Lewis  B.  Storges, 
Jacob  Swoope,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor, 
George  M.  Troup,  Robert  Whitehill,  and  Robert  With- 
erspoonv 

TORPEDO  EXPERIMENT. 

The  Hoase  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  appropriating  a  sum  for 
making  an  experiment  on  the  practical  utility  of 
the  Torpedo  or  submarine  explosion. 

Mr.  Lton  expressed  a  hope  that  the  bill  would 
pass.  He  wished  that  a  trial  might  be  made  of 
this  invention  that  promised  so  much.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  not  be  influenced  against  it  by 
laughter;  they  had  got  over  the  worst  of  it  now 
the  bill  had  been  received  from  the  Senate,  and 
he  hoped  after  going  so  far  that  they  would  go 
throu^^h  with  it. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  said  that  as  the  non-intercourse 
law  was  yet  in  existence,  and  as  gentlemen  de- 
clared they  would  not  repeal  it  without  a  substi- 
tute, as  that  substitute  had  not  been  proposed  in 
this  House,  this  bill  from  the  Senate  perhaps  was 
the  substitute.  If  so,  he  should  be  very  readv  to 
give  $5,000  for  so  desirable  an  object ;  and  al- 
though he  had  heretofore  opposed  the  bill,  he 
felt  disposed  under  this  belief  to  withdraw  his 
opposition. 

Mr.  QuiNCT  said  that  if  it  was  intended  to 
make  an  experiment,  be  wished  it  might  be  made 
in  such  a  way  as  to  give  satisfaction.  No  one 
doubted  that  a  vessel  could  be  blown  up  with 
gunpowder;  but  in  all  experiments  made,  aod  to 
be  made  made,  the  vessel  which  was  the  subject 
of  the  experiment  was  placed  under  the  control 
of  the  inventor,  aod  just  where  he  wished  it. 
The  vessel  employed  for  the  purpose  might  not 
be  seaworthy,  and  if  so,  the  blowing  her  up  would 
be  no  proof  that  the  same  force  applied  to  a  ship- 
of-the*line  would  have  the  same  effect,  any  more 


than  one  could  prove  that  he  could  blow  np  a 
ship-of-the-line  by  blowinff  up  an  egg-shell.  Mr. 
d.  said  his  wish  was,  if  Congress  were  to  go  to 
the  expense  proposed,  that  they  should  do  it  like 
men  who  understood  the  object  proposed,  aad 
were  desirous  of  a  satisfactory  experiment.  Ht 
therefore,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  a 
section  to  this  effect: 

«  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  Tht  it  shall  be  the 
dnty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  cause  sll  rac& 
obetades  to  the  success  of  the  proposed  ezperifflent  to 
be  interposed  as  men  experienced  in  naval  affiun  miy 
suggest,  and  as  enemies  engaged  in  actaal  hoit% 
would  be  likely  to  invent,  so  far  as  the  same  is  practi- 
cable, without  endangering  the  life  of  any  ddzeD: 
ProMedn  akoaye.  That,  in  the  selection  or  prepin- 
tion  of^uch  vessel,  or  in  its  position  amd  msnsgemeol 
in  the  course  of  such  experiment,  or  over  the  mode,  or 
the  particulars  of  the  resistance  to  the  suocen  of  tbe 
experiment  above-mentiened,  the  Torpedo  inTeotcr, 
and  those  acting  under  his  direction  or  authority,  shall 
not  have  any  control  or  authority  whataoeTer,  but,  in 
all  respects,  the  said  Torpedo  inventor  shall  be  prohib* 
ited  from  every  other  communication  with  such  vessel, 
or  interference  with  her  management,  except  inch  as, 
in  actual  hostility,  might  be  attainable. " 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Mc- 
Kim, Ltoh,  and  Holland,  on  the  ground  that  the 
obstacles  to  the  experiment  would  be  interposedl 
without  giving  the  inventor  an  opportuDity  of 
repelling  them;  that  if  such  extensive  means 
were  made  use  of  to  interpose  obstacles,  the  same 
would  be  requisite  to  repel  them,  and  a  greater 
expense  would  be  involved  than  this  appropria^ 
tion  would  cover. 

Mr.  duiNCT  replied  that  no  force  need  be  ap^ 
plied  or  expense  incurred  but  that  of  booms  o{ 
ropes  thrown  over  the  side  to  keep  the  torpedoes 
from  the  vessel. 

Mr.  CIuinct'b  amendment  was  negatived  5l 
to  39. 

Mr.  Lton  moved  the  following  amendmeo^ 
which  was  agreed  to :  ^  Provided  tnat  the  Secret 
tary  of  the  Navy  be.  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  tc 
report  to  Congress  the  result  of  the  experimeol 
with  his  opinion  thereon.^ 

Mr.  Halb  moved  an  amendment  to  this  effeetj 
"Provided,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navyb^ 
'  directed  to  receive  a  sufficient  crew  on  boaitl  t| 
'  defend  said  vessel  from  the  effects  of  the  torpe 
^  do  experiment,  if  a  sufficient  number  of  me^ 
*  will  volunteer  for  that  purpose." 

Mr.  Smilie  declared  if  the  gentleman  himse) 
would  take  the  command  of  the  vessel  and  raisi 
the  volunteers,  that  he  would  not  object  to  thi 
amendment. 

Mr.  Halg's  amendment  was  lost,  yeas  30. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  tbe  bill. 

Mr.  duiNCY  renewed  the  amendment  he  haj 
proposed  in  Committee.  He  said  he  wished  t 
put  it  on  record  that  he  had  done  all  he  could  tJ 
prevent  the  public  monejr  from  being  expended 
on  frivolootit  and  unsatisfactory  experimeou 
merely  to  afford  amusement  to  those  who  we^ 
to  witness  it. 
I     Mr.  Gbolson  said  he  had  no  objection  to  tli 
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imeodmeau  for  he  thought  it  included  no  more 
faao  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  would  do  of  his 
)WD  accord,  if  the  bill  passed  as  it  now  stood. 

Mr.  Lyon  made  some  observations  against  the 
imeDdment.  He  said,  if  it  was  agreed  to,  he 
ihoQld  be  for  voting  a  larger  sum,  and  for  voting 
mnaally  a  sum,  to  be  deducted  from  the  ezpen- 
ies  of  the  Navy,  till  the  utility  or  inutility  ol  the 
orentiOQ  was  ascertained. 

Mr.  ftumcT's  motion  was  negatived — yeas  45, 
»y5  58,  as  follows: 

YiAS^BofweU  Baisett,  WilUam  W.  Bibb,  Daniel 
BlaudeO,  James  Breckenridge,  William  Chamberlin, 
EfMphroditas  Championi  Martin  Chittenden,  Howell 
Cobb,  Stmael  W.  Dana/ John  Davenportt  jr.,  William 
EIt,  James  Emott,  Thomas  Ghobon,  Cbarles  Golds- 
borough,  WilUism  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel 
HeUter,  Benjamin  Howaid,  Jonathan  H.  Hnbbard, 
Itcob  Hnfty,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins, 
Wilter  Jones,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Vincent  Mat^ 
thewi,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Samuel  McKee,  William 
Milnor,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jun.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
Jo^iah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Adiffi  Seybert,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Samuel  Smith,  Jacob 
9woope,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Jabez  Upham,  Nicho- 
las Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van 
Rensdaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  and 
James  Wilson. 

Nats — WiUis  Alston,  jnn.,  William  Anderson,  Ese- 
kiei  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Adam  Boyd,  William  Butler, 
loseph  Calhonny  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  James 
Cochran,  Orchard  Cook,  James  Cox,  WiUiam  Craw- 
ftnl,  Richard  Cntts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John 
W.  Eppes,  Wm.  Findley,  Meahack  Franklin,  Gideon 
Oaidner,  David  8.  Garland,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  James 
Hoiland,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Wm.  Kennedy,  Mat- 
tiKw  Lyon,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Alexander 
McKim,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thos. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John 
Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
iohn  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John 
Soane,  Erastns  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Lemuel  Saw- 
Ter.Saomel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Henry 
Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Taylor,  John  Thomp- 
son, Charles  Tumer«jttnior,  Robert  Weakley,  Richard 
^'mn,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  to  a  third  reading. 
yeas  63,  and  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
lime  to-day. 

The  bill  was  then  r^ad  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Da5a  commenced  a  speech  against  the 
bill-. 

Before  he  concluded,  a  motion  was  made  to 
tdjoaiD,  and  carried. 


Monday,  March  26. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
vbat  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  alter  and  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act 
fixing  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the 
United  States;"  to  which  they  desire  the  coocur- 
rcDce  of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
^e  Whole,  od  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Tristram 
Hussey.  The  bill  was  reported  with  an  amend- 
oeat ;  which  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the 


House.   And  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossedi 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  infirm, 
disabled,  and  superannuated  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  late  and  of  the  present  Army  of  the  United 
States;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
bill  was  reported  with  amendments,  which  were 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House.  And  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  on  Wednesday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mohford, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this 
House  such  information  as  he  may  have  received 
touching  the  impressment  of  American  seamen, 
which  has  been  communicated  to  the  Department 
of  State  sioce  the  last  report  made  to  the  Senate 
in  virtue  of  a  resolution  of  that  body  bearing  date 
the  SOth  of  November  1807. 

Messrs.  Mcmpord  and  Seaver  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  present  the  said  resolution  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  jto  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act 
to  make  public  a  road  in  Washington  county,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  f  and  the  same  being 
read,  were  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  *<An 
act  to  alter  and  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act 
fixing  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,"  was  read  twice,  and  committed  ^ 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

MR.  PINKKEY'S  LETTER. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Livbrmorb,  that 
the  House  do  come  to  the  following  *resoiution: 

Remdoedf  That  the  President  of  the  United  State* 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
copy  of  any  letters*  or  despatchesi  which  may  have 
been  received  in  the  Department  of  State*  and  do  not 
require  secrecy,  from  BIr.  Pinkney,  our  Ministar  at  the 
Court  of  London,  since  his  receipt  of  the  letter  of  the 
23d  of  November,  1809,  from  the  Secretary  of  State* 
communicated  to  this  House  by  the  President,  on  the 
29th  of  said  month. 

Mr.  Smilib  said  he  saw  what  was  intended  by 
the  mover  of  the  resolution.  It  was  wished  that 
the  House  would  deny  the  call.  It  had  already 
been  denied  in  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  CooK  wished  the  resolution  to  pass.  He 
said  it  would  be  inferred  from  a  refusal  to  pass  it, 
that  there  had  been  no  such  letter,  or  that  it  was 
not  of  the  purport  which  it  was  said  to  be.  It 
might  be  an  unoffical  without  being  a  confidential 
letter.  Whether  it  was  confidential  or  not,  some 
answer  would  be  received. 

Mr.  LivBRMORE  said  that  he  had  been  told  by 
gentleman  in  conversation  that  information  had 
been  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State  that  the 
doings  of  the  British  Minister  here  were  disap- 
proved by  his  Ciovemment,  and  that  a  new  Miii-- 
ister  would  be  sent  out.  If  this  was  the  fact,  it 
was  very  important  that  the  House  should  know 
it.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  seemed 
to  suppose  that  the  mover  wished  the  resolution 
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not  to  be  adopted.  How  io  the  same  bfcoimnan 
sense  or  candor,  Mr*  L.  asked,  coald  it  be  supposed 
tbat  the  resolution  was  introdaoed  for  the  purpose 
of  being  rejected  ?  He  said  it  gave  hioi  happiness 
that  he  should  make  any  motion  for  the  good  of 
his  country,  which  should  be  advocated  by  a  gen- 
tleman who  was  50  influential,  from  the  powers 
of  his  eloquence^  from  his  stanaing  in  society,  and 
other  considerations,a8  his  colleague  (Mr.  Cootc.) 
Mr.  L.  said  he  bad  some  time  ago  expressed  the 
satisfaction  he  felt  inanticipatiDgthat  he  should 
be  in  the  majority  before  the  end  of  the  present 
•ession ;  and  he  should  be  glad  to  find  hintMelf  in 
that  predicament  in  relation  to  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Van  Dykb  said  he  had  heard  it  said  that 
a  letter  had  been  received  by  tiie  Secretary  of 
State  going  to  this  object;  that,  notwithstanding 
the  dismission  of  Mr.  Jackson,  the  British  Grov- 
ernment  retained  an  amicable  disposition,  that 
Mr.  Jackson's  conduct  was  disapproved,  tbat  he 
would  be  recalled,  and  that  another  Minister 
would  be  sent.  A  motion  had  been  submitted  to 
reduce  the  Army  and  Navy-*-was  it  not  proper, 
.previous  to  a  decision  on  this  motion,  to* know 
what  was  the  situation  of  afiairs?  And  if  such 
A  letter  was  in  existence,  ought  not  the  Represen- 
tfttives  of  the  people  to  nave  it  for  their  informa- 
tion ? 

Mr.  MoKiM  said  he  had  not  seen  the  letter,  bat  he 
had  iroderstood  the  purport  of  it,  he  believed,  eor- 
Tectly,  and  satisfactorily  to  himself.  Othersmigfat 
not  have  had  the  same  satisfactory  aceoont,  and 
he  had  no  objection  that  it  should  so  to  the  pub- 
lic. It  could  .not  be  got  except  caUad  for,  being 
an  unofficial  letter,  because  it  would  be  indecorous 
in  the  President  to  submit  it  to  the  House  with- 
out a  call. 

*Mr.  Dana  4nis  not  idioposed-to.cali  opon  the 
jVeMdent  to  violate  private  ootifideDee.  He -did 
not  inagioe,  wheve  the  President,  or  Secretary 
of  Statej  in  their  private  capacity,  received  let- 
'lersas  private  ^geotiotten,  that  the  House  eouM 
call  for  them.  j3at  ifinformation  from  a  public 
«Ministeras  to  the  manner  in  which  he  had  done 
^his  puhlic  duty  had  been  received  in  a  letter  at 
the  Department  of  State,  it  was  an  abuse  of  terms 
to  call  it  a  private  letter.  And  if  such  a  letter 
had  been  Teerived,  he  was  decidedly  for  ealling 
for  it. 

Mr.  Basbett  said  he  had  at  first  view  been 
opposed  to  the  msolution,  conceiving  it  to  pro- 
pose going  a  step  further  than  they  had  ever  gone 
heS/ote,  But  on  reflection  he -conceived  that  the 
better  in  question  stood  much  in  Che  same  relation 
as  other  papers  tbat  had  been  heretofore  called 
for  by  the  Haose,  and  he  should  therefore  vote  for 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  BuBWBLLsaid  he  had  noteeen  the^letter  or 
my  extract  from  it ;  but,  as  for  as  he  understood 
iia  character,  it  was  a  letter  intended 'more  to  give 
the  Government  of  the  United  Slates  an  idea  of 
ihe  temper  and  disposition  of  aome  officers  of  the 
British  €h>vernment  than  to  make  any  statement 
of  facts.  It  stated  a  conversation  with  a  leading 
member  of  the  British  Ministry,  in  which  he  had 
expressed  himself  disposed  to  contiaue  friendly  | 


intercooraewith  this  country,  and  staled  that  no- 
thing which  iiad  oeourred  would  alter  the  exist- 
ing relations.  However  important  this  tnforan- 
tion,  it  formed  no  groaad  on  which  the  House 
oould  act ;  and  he  was  therefore  opposed  to  call- 
ing for  it,  more  especially  when  the  next  arrinl 
from  England  would  probably  bring  some  offidil 
act  of  the  British  Gbvermnent  whieh  weQldd^ 
cidedly  indicate  its  disposition. 

'  Mr.  LvoN  said  that  this  private  letter,  wbieh 
had  been  made  so  public,  remioded  him  of  asi^ 
.he  had  eeen  of ''  private  eoteriaiaaMnt  f  so  pri- 
vate, that  >it  was  adverciaed  by -a  oign.  He  vn 
for  the  resoltttiein. 

.  Mr.  MoifFOBO  hoped  the  House  would  call  for 
this  information  and  all  other  inreresting  lo  tfac 
'people.  As  they  were  to  fight -all  nod  pay  all,  1m 
•wisHed'them  to  know  all.  He  proposed  to  add 
to  the  resolution -an  amendment  oalUngforaa 
account  of  the  impressment  of  American  seameo, 
of  whom  he  had  understood  six  hundred  were 
now  annuall^r  impressed.  Mr.  M.  however  waived 
this,  proposition  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Cook  said  he  felt  more  inclined  now  thao 
at  first  to  call  for  this  letter  for  several  reasons, 
one  of  which  was,  his  great  reliance  on  theoa- 
derstanding  and  great  powers  of  mind  of  his  col* 
league  over  the  way  (Mr.  LivanMcwB)  who  had 
thought  proper  to  offer  the  motion.  The  geaile- 
•men  was  sosQccessful^iKl.generally  lAieresied  ike 
Hoaae  so  OMich,  his  oonduct  ^aa^nerally  char- 
aoterized  by  so  much  piopraeiy,  tbat  he  h(^  \ici& 
imoiioo  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  €k>LD8BO«oooH  protested  ngninst  the  fnt* 
tice  of  a ttriboting  improper  motives  to  those  wbc 
made  propositions  or  this  hind ;  for  a  stifteieDJ 
•motive  tovnducethe  House  to  pass  the  resdatioo 
-would  be  found  in  tbcevident  propriety  of  haTtoj 
before  them  all  accessible  information  on  the  sab* 
jeet  of  our  foreign  relations.  | 

After  some  further  conversation, 

Mr.  Lton  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  bj 
adding,  after  the  word  "Slate,"  the  words  ^a 
Secretary  thereof.'^-^Negatlved,  ayes  30.  , 

The  resolution  was.passed-ryeas  109, nays  I^ 
as  follows: 

YsAS — ^Lemuel  J.  Alston,  William  Anderson, 
kiel  Bacon,  BurweU  Bassstt,  WiUism  W.  Bibb,  Di 
Blaisdell,  Jas.  Breckenridge,  John  Brown,'Robt.  Broi 
Wm.  Butler,  Jos.  Calhoun,  Wm.  Chamberlin,  Ej 
roditos  Champien,  Martin  Chittenden,  Hatthew  Ckj 
John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  Orchq 
Cook,  James  Cox,  William  CrawlM.  Richard  Cii^ 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Joseph  DeaM 
WUliam  Ely,  James  Bmett,  WUliam  Findley,  Jod 
than  Fisk,  Meshaok  Franklin,  BaiaiUa^Gannett,  Gidi 
Gardner,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas  Qholaon,  Chi 
Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Thomas  R. 
Edwin  Gray,  WiUiam  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Hai 
Daniel  Heister,  William  Helms,  Benjamin  Hoi 
Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Ja< 
Jan.,  Robert  Jenkins,  WiUiam  Kennedy,  Joseph 
junior,  Edward  St.  Los  Livermore,  Robert  Le 
Livingston,  Aaron  Lyte,  Kathaniel  Maooa, 
MaiioB,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBiyde,  A] 
andar  MeKim,  WiUiaa  Mihior,  John  MonI 
Thooias  Moors,  Jonathan  O.  Meeslej,  Gnrdon 
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liimfordl,Tho««N«wloii,  John  Nieholaon,  Joseph  Pew* 
on,  BcDJAinm  PteksMO,  jr.,  Timothy  PitkiD,  jr.,  Pater 
I  Porter,  £I»ha  R.  Potter,  JoaiahQuincy,  John  Ran- 
blpb,  John  Rea  of  PeoBaylf  ania,  John  Rbea  of  Ten- 
lessee,  Matthiaa  Richards,  John  Roane,  Efaattta  Rool* 
Sbenexer  Sage,  Thomaa  Samnona,  Lemuel  Sawyer, 
Sbenezer  Sealer,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dan- 
el  Shedey,  Dennia  Smelt,- John  SmHie,  George  Smith, 
oha  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Heniy  Southard,  Richard 
Itanibrd,  John  Stanley,  James.  Stephenson,  Lewis  B. 
itarjet,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taylor, 
ohn  Thompmn,  QMrgs  Ma: Troupe  Chaiies* Turner, 
snior.Jabez  Upham,  Nkholaa.Van.Dyka^  Archibald 
(•n  Horn,  KiiiiwXi  Van  Rinssaker,  Robert  Weak- 
ey,  Uban  Wheataa,  Bzekial  Whitman,  James  WU- 
00,  Richard  Wjnn,  and  Robert  Witherspoon* 
Nats— Willis  Alston,  junior,  Adam  Boyd,  William 
L  Bnrwell,  John  Dawson,  Jamas  Holland,  JRichard 
f.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  Samuel  McKee^  Pleasant 
1  Miller,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger 
«dson,  John  Portn,  and.  Robert 'Whitehilk 

Mr.  LivERMOKE  and  Mr.  Root  were  appointed 
i  committee  to  wait  on  the  President  with  the 

esoiatioo. 

TORPBDO  EXPBRTMEWT. 

The  bill  raakk^  mn  vap^copriatioDTor  the  put- 
IKMeof  making,  an  .experimeol  oa  the-  practical 
ise  of  the  torpedo,  or  submariae  explosiaa,  was 
Itken  up. 

Mr.DAJKA^d  that  the.queation  now  before  the 
Boose  did  not  relate  to  any  decree  of  reputation 
rbich  any  iodiyidual  might  claim  for  any  inven- 
lioo,  nor  to  aqy  interest  he  might  have  in  any 
liicorery  he  had  made.  The  question  was,  whe- 
tber  this  proposition  now  appeared  before  the 
ffouse  under  such  circumstances  that  they  should 
oepout  of  the  ordinary  course  of  encouragement, 
pven  by  law  to  tOTeotorS)  to  profide  the-  means 
)f  making  an  experiment  at  the  ptiblic  expense. 
r^it)  Mr.  D.  said,  was  the  simple  inquiry  to  be 
mule; and)  bowerer  eminent  or  distinguished  in 
tke  walks  of  science,  or  however  irradiated  by 
tbt  splendor  of  ffenkia)  it  belonged  to  no  individ- 
ol  to  demand  of  the  Legislature  that  they  should 
i^ptanv  syattm  previous  to  its  utility  l^eingas- 
^taioed.  N»-  individual  could  arrogate  it  to 
HBseif ;  and.  when  any  individual  pressed  him- 
«If  opoQ  the  Legislatorej  it  was  a  question  wbe^ 
W  this  ezpertmeBl  was  worthy  to  be  made; 
'beiher  the  invention  promised  any  possible  good 
worthy  of  this  exfertmeat 

Mn  D.  said  he  had  no  wish  to  detain  the 
«mie<  but  he  had  really  doubted,  for  himself, 
*beiher)With  the  views  he  •entertained  on  this 
^j«ct,  it  was  eoaapatible  with  the  respect  due 
^the  Hoaae  to  withhold  aome  of  the  sentiments 
vbieh  occurred  to  him  in  opposition  to  this  bill. 
10  cTery  instance  in  which  a  sum  of  money  had 
icietofore  been  appropriated  to  encourage  inven* 
>ioDt,  it  had  been  for  some  object  admitted  to  be 
Y^ne,  for  soaieibing  intended  to  be  of  use,'and 
nich,  prior  to  making  the  appropriation  io  rela- 
|io&  to  It,  had  been,  in  a  degree,  examined.  This, 
wwever,  wasf  thing,  which,  on  the  face  of  it, 
appropriated  a  sum  ot  money  for  the  purpose  of 
Bukmg  experimtata  to  ascertain  the  use  of  the 


ioventioD.    It  was  therefore,  perhaps,  the  first  ap^ 
proprtation  of  the  kind  ever  proposed. 

Mr.  D.  said  he  did  not  perceive  that  any  er* 
periment  could  be  made,  in  time  of  peace,  to  as- 
certain this  thing,  so  as  to  decide' the  (question  of 
the  practical  nse  of  the  torpedo;  for,  with  respect 
ta  every  question  stated  in  the  publication  laid 
OD  the  table,  with  respect  to  any  principle  which 
the  inventor  proposed  to  establish  by  any  specific 
experiment,  with  respect  to  any  question  which' 
related  to  natural  agents  or  their  physical  effect, 
he  thought  it  proper  to  admit  the  whole. 

In  the  first  place,  Mi*.  D.  said  that  he  admitted 
that  the  explosive  force  of  gunpowder,  placed  at 
the  keel,  might  destroy  any  ship.  Another  thing 
he  would  admit,  that  a  person  might  deposite 
powder  in  a  metallic  case,  which  should  remain 
under  water;  that  the  case  might  be  made  water- 
tight, and  that  the  clock-work  contained  in  U 
might  be  pot  in  motion.  He  would  admit,  also, 
that  this  machine  might  he  balanced  so  that  its 
gravity  should  be  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the 
water ;  that  the  action  of  the  current  or  tide  might 
bear  such  a  magazine,  so  specifically  apportionedi 
beneath  the  bottom  or  the  vessel. 

But,  when  all  these  things  were  admitted,  Mr..> 
Dana  said  that  he  did  not  perceive  that  any  one 
poiot  was  gained  as  respected  the  object  of  the 
experiment,  for  it  must  be  considered  that  alLthia 
experiment  could  only  go  to  decide  the  action  of 
natural  physical  powers,  where  the  efforts  of  ge« 
uius  were  not  combined. 

As  respects  the  whole  of  the  thing  itself,  as  far 
as  I  understand  it,  1  perceive  nothing  new  in  it. 
I  do  not  conceire  that,  on  this  subject,  there  ia 
anything  very  norel  in  point  of  principle.  There 
may  be  something  in  the  modification  of  it;  but,  ^ 
as  respects  the  main  principle,  there  is  nothing  . 
new.  The  idea  was  started  during  the  war  of 
the  American  Rerolution,  and  various  experi- 
ments were  made  on  it.  The  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  at  that 
time,  was  not,  as  I  have  understood,  impressed 
himself  with  much  confidence  in  the  experiment* 
But  a  gentleman  of  his  family,  and  an  officer  of 
his  Army,  who  had  more  conndence  in  ft,  made 
the  experiment ;  and,  ultimately,  the  experiment 
was  pretty  much  given  up« 

As  he  did  not  speak  at  raiMloini  Mr.  IX  asked  • 
leave  to  call  the  attention  «f  the  House  Co  the 
prittciplef  of  the  invention  of  David  Basfanell,  of 
Conoeotieut.  [Mn.  D.  heae  read,  from  the  Phi* 
loeepkicdi  TVvmaaotioiw^an-acaountof  a  machine 
invented  b^  Mr.  Bosbnell,  in  many  respeeta  aimi* 
lar  to  that  invented  by  Mr.  Pultosw] 

The  principal  difi^reoce  between  these  two  in- 
ventions, Mr.  D.  sard,  appeared  to  be  in  the  mode 
of  conveying  the  machine  to  the  keel  of  the  ship. 
The  plan  of  Mr.  Pulton  was,  instead  of  convey- 
ing it  bv  means  of  a  diving-boat,  to  convev  it  bv- 
the  action  of  the  current  to  the- place  wh^reit 
was  to  operate*  To  do  this  he  proposed  two- 
modes.  Aa  respected  the  first,'the  action  of  the 
current  on  the  torpedo  placed  obliquely,  Mr.  D.  - 
said  he  had  no  doubt.    It  was  the  principle  on 
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which  the  helmsman  steers  his  ship,  and  the  sea- 
man manages  his  sails :  the  principle  on  which 
boats  are  made  to  pass  ferries  by  the  oblique  ac- 
tion of  the  current.  As  respected  the  second 
mode,  the  use  of  the  harpoon-eun,  there  was  no 
novelty  in  that  certainly.  It  had  been  used  in 
Europe  in  the  whale  fishery,  where  they  were  not 
trained  in  this  species  of  fishing  so  as  to  produce 
dexterity  in  throwing  the  harpoon.  Premiums 
had  been  given,  and  attempts  made  to  discharge 
a  harpoon  with  a  ring  and  rope  attached  to  it,  at 
the  distance  of  ten  fathoms,  which  was  a  greater 
distance  than  the  most  experienced  and  skilful 
could  strike  with  effect. 

The  question  which  Mr.  D.  said  he  proposed, 
was,  whether  obstacles  could  not  be  interposed 
by  naval  men.  As  resfjected  firing  the  harpoon- 
gun,  he  should  suppose  it  a  want  of  skill  or  atten- 
tion in  the  experiment  if  it  failed  to  take  effect. 
That  a  harpoon  might  be  fired  into  a  vessel,  that 
the  torpedo  would  go  under  her,  and  that  a  ves- 
sel which  could  be  bought  for  $5,000,  might  be 
blown  up  in  this  way,  he  had  no  doubt ;  but  when 
all  this  IS  done,  what  does  it  ascertain  ?  As  re- 
spects making  a  torpedo,  any  person  who  is  in 
the  neighborhood  of  a  good  gun  and  locksmith, 
and  has  good  poVder,  can  construct  one.  Mr.  D. 
said  he  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  spending  this 
sum  of  money  rather  for  amusement  than  for 
anvthing  else.  He  did  not  see  the  necessity  of 
it,  oecause  he  did  not  perceive  any  one  thing  to 
be  learnt  from  an  experiment.  He  was,  there- 
fore against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Lton  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut had  shown  his  own  conviction  of  the 
utility  of  torpedoes,  and  it  would  be  worth  while 
to  give  five  thousand  dollars  to  establish  the  same 
conviction  in  others.  If  I  had  the  twentieth  part 
of  the  certainty  on  the  subject  which  that  ffentle- 
man  has,  said  Mr.  L.,  I  snould  not  vote  for  the 
experiment.  I  have  no  desire,  in  voting  for  any- 
thing of  this  kind,  to  give  up  any  other  kind  of 
defence.  1  know  it  is  all  important  in  us  to  de- 
fend our  ports  and  harbors.  If  it  was  not  for  our 
extensive  seacoast,  I  should  not  be  so  extremely 
averse  to^going  to  war.  I  would  leave  no  means 
untried  to  protect  this  seacoast.  However  little 
the  hope  might  be,  if  there  was  the  least  thing  to 
hang  hope  on,  I  would  give  $5,000  for  the  experi- 
ment. I  have  voted  for  the  highest  sum  ever 
called  for  for  the  defenceof  New  York;  but  still, 
when  I  look  to  the  steeples  of  the  fine  churches, 
and  to  the  banks,  6cc»j  of  that  city,  exposed  as  it 
is  and  must  be,  I  am  struck  with  horror.  Not- 
withstanding all  the  exertions  which  have  ever 
been  made  tor  them,  they  must  still  be  insecure. 
If  ^,000  would  carry  conviction  as  far  on  the 
rest  of  the  House  as  with  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut,  the  money  would  be  well  laid  out 
to  enable  us  to  go  on  with  a  further  experiment 
of  this  plan. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  read  a  loDg 
history  of  the  torpedo  experiment  made  many 
years  ago.  I  believe^  sir,  Mr.  Fulton  has  but  lit- 
tle merit  in  originating  the  thin^.  Let  gentle- 
men recollect  what  an  alarm  this  thing  made, 


and  how  uneasy  the  British  were  during  the  Rer- 
olutionary  war.  till  they  thought  they  had  got  rid 
of  these  machines.  I  cannot  forget  the  alarm 
which  they  excited,  and  will  take  the  liberty  to 
quote  Hopkinson  on  the  subject,  who  was  a  wit- 
ness to  the  transaction : 

**  Twas  early  day,  as  poets  say, 

Just  when  the  sun  was  rising, 
A  soldier  stood  on  log  of  wood, 

And  saw  a  sight  surprising. 

''As  in  amaxe  he  stood  to  gaae, 

Tha  truth  can't  be  denied,  sir. 
He  spied  a 'score  of  kegs  or  more. 

Come  floating  down  the  tide,  sir. 

"A  sailor,  too,  in  jerkin  biae. 
The  strange  appearance  viewing. 

First  damn'd  his  eyes,  in  great  surprise, 
Then  said — *  some  mischiers  brewing.' 

**  These  kegs  now  hold  the  rebels  bold, 
Pack'd  up  like  pickled  herring. 

And  they're  come  down,  t'attack  the  town 
In  this  new  way  of  ferry'ng. 

"  The  soldier  flew ;  the  sailor  too. 
And,  scar'd  almost  to  death,  air. 

Wore  out  their  ahoes  to  spread  the  news, 
And  ran  till  out  of  breath,  sir. 

"Now  up  and  down,  throughout  the  town, 
Most  frantic  acenes  were  acted ; 

And  some  ran  here,  and  some  ran  there, 
Like  men  almost  distracted. 

"  Some  &re  cried,  which  some  denied, 

But  said  the  earth  had  quaked ;  < 

And  girls  and  boys,  with  hideous  noise, 
Ran  through  the  town  half  naked."  &c  &c 

If  a  parcel  of  hm,  in  those  days^  alarmed  them 
so  much,  what  will  Fulton's  torpedoes  do  now  ? 

Mr.  McKiH  said^  that  what  had  fallen  froiQ 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had  operated 
powerfully  on  his  mind  to  satisfy  him  of  the  pro- 
priety of  the  appropriation.  He  says,  obserTed 
Mr.  McK.,  that  he  has  no  doubt  they  will  pro- 
duce the  desired  effect.  Now,  sir,  when  I  am  in- 
formed, from  so  respectable  a  source,  of  their 
effect  when  properly  placed  under  the  ship,  I  am 
induced  to  vote  for  this  appropriation.  Ii  one  of 
these  machines  in  an  hundred  should  take  effect, 
the  obiect  would  be  perfectly  gained.  If  we  could 
only  blow  up  one  or  two  ia  a  squadron,  we  should 
not  hereafter  be  disturbed  by  British  squadrons 
in  our  waters.  I  have  listened  with  great  pleas- 
ure to  the  lecture  of  the  eentleman  on  .pneumat- 
ics, hydraulics,  dlt^.,  for  I  know  not  where  I  could 
have  derived  so  much  information  as  from  that 
gentleman,  and  I  take  the  opportunity  of  return- 
lUtt  my  thanks  to  him. 

Mr.  FiBK  said  he  was  against  the  bill,  but  from 
different  reasons  than  other  gentlemen  were.  1 
do  believe,  said  he,  that  in  some  cases,  the  an- 
chored torpedoes  may  be  effectual;  but  I  do  not 
believe  that  anything  to  result  from  this  bill  wiU 
be  of  service  to  the  country.  I  do  not  entertain 
any  doubt  that  a  vessel  may  be  hlown  up.  The 
explosion  will  take  place,  the  Wteck  wilt  be  left 
in  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  it  may  cost  $5,000  to 
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raise  it,  or  it  may  remain  as  an  obstacle  to  the 
iorasioD  of  the  capital.  If  Congress  are  at  this 
time  seriously  to  resort  to  the  torpedo  system  of 
defence,  let  us  do  it  in  a  more  serious  manner ; 
let  us  make  a  respectable  provision  to  purchase 
torpedo  munition,  and  create  a  torpedo  corps  un- 
der certain  regulations.  We  have  got  military 
and  Dsral  armaments;  let  us  make  a  torpedo 
armament.  At  the  same  time,  it  was  but  justice 
to  the  inyentor  to  say,  that  he  considered  the  an- 
chored torpedo  as  a  very  useful  invention.  Mr. 
F.  mored  to  recommit  the  bill,  to  inquire  into  the 
propriety  of  appropriating  such  a  sum  of  money 
15  the  Secretarjr  of  the  Navy  should  Seem  ade- 
quate to  the  object,  for  the  sum  proposed  cer- 
tainly was  not. 

Mr.  QniNCT  said  he  agreed  with  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  in  his  opposition  to  the  bill,  be- 
caose,  if  a  fair  experiment  was  intended,  the  ap- 
propriation was  totally  insufficient.  This  morn- 
io^.  in  a  conversation  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Nary.  I  understood  that  this  sum  will  not  enable 
a  vessel  to  be  placed  in  that  situation  which  will 
give  a  fair  experiment.  If  we  pass  this  bill,  it 
will  he  utterly  useless  to  the  purpose  proposed. 
If  the  object  be  to  have  gentlemen  who  never 
awsQch  a  thing  gratified  with  an  explosion,  that 
object  will  be  attained,  but  no  other.  Let  us 
hare  an  estimate  from  tne  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
of  the  probable  expense,  or  the  whole  sum  appro- 
priated may  be  lost,  and  the  law  will  prove  ut- 
teily  disgraceful  to  those  who  passed  it. 

Mr.  HoLLANO  said  he  had  understood,  from  the 
lorpedo  inventor  himself^  that  $5,000  would  be 
^ply  sufficient. 

Mr.  Dana  said  he  had  no  belief  that  any  ves- 
sel could  be  purchased  for  five  thousand  dollars, 
oa  which  a  sufficient  experiment  could  be  made. 
He  conceived  that  the  experiment  could  onlv  be 
made  in  hostile  operations.  We  are  told  that  these 
torpedoes  would  destroy  the  navy  in  the  British 
Channel.  Do  we  doubt  the  inveteracy  of  the 
French  hatred  of  the  British  navy,  when  it  has 
existed  so  many  years?  If  this  invention  would 
command  the  critish  Channel — and  millions  are 
^t  dost  in  the  balance  for  this  object — to  enable 
Booaparte  to  strike  at  the  British  soil,  why  has 
Bot  the  invention  been  patronized  by  France  ?  It 
has  been  rejected  by  France,  and  rejected  by  Ene- 
iaad  after  an  expense  of  hundreds  of  thousands 
cf  dollars — and  now  are  we  to  take  it  up?  It  is 
^  a  stationary  resistance  to  be  made  to  a  naval 
force  where  there  are  fortresses  also,  that  the  tor- 
pedo may  be  made  use  of.  if  they  can  be  used  at 
ill;  where  chains,  or  chevaux-de-frises,  are  made 
°^of,  it  may  be  used  as  auxiliary  to  other  aids 
iQ  terrifying  the  enemy.  As  to  setting  these  ma- 
chines afloat,  firing  harpoons  into  vessels,  calcu- 
lating the  chance  of  boats  getting  away  when  a 
MQgle  $hot  may  send  them  to  the  bottotb,  I  have 
Qo  opinion  of  it  at  all. 

Mr.  Lyon  said  he  should  not  vote  for  recom- 
mitment, not  that  he  had  not  rather  that  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  were  appropriated  than  five  thou- 
sand ;  but  the  House  bad  the  Senate's  opinion  on 
i«ai  point  before  them.    He  agreed  with  gentle* 


men  entirely,  that  there  never  could  be  a  com- 
plete experiment  until  time  of  war.  But  that  was 
no  reason  why  we  should  not,  before  war  came, 
be  in  a  fair  state  to  try  the  experiment  in  war. 

Mr.  FiBK  said  he  had  not  seen  the  experiment 
which  had  been  made  at  New  York,  but  he  had 
conversed  with  hundreds  who  had.  He  had  no 
doubt  but  the  invention  might  be  useful,  but  how 
was  its  utility  to  be  ascertained,  unless  in  the  ves- 
sel to  be  attacked  there  was  a  crew  prepared  to 
resist  the  approach  of  the  boats,  or  prevent  the 
operation  of  the  torpedo?  The  nation  would  be  no 
more  convmced  of  their  utility  after  an  expendi- 
ture of  ^VQ  thousand  dollars  than  they  now  are. 
It  is  because  I  have  confidence  in  the  efiect  of  an- 
chored torpedoes,  that  I  am  for  recommitting  the 
bill.  By  passing  the  bill  as  it  is,  we  shall  de- 
monstrate nothing  but  the  .expenditure  of  money. 
I  am  for  making  an  actual  experiment  on  an  ene- 
my's vessel.  To  attack  a  well-manned  frigate, 
is  a  very  difierent  thing  from  attacking  an  old 
hulk,  perfectly  at  the  disposal  of  the  projectors. 
If  we  were  to  pass  a  bill  constructing  a  torpedo 
corjis,  and  offering  a  bounty  on  every  ship  blown 
up,  it  would  be  much  better  calculated  to  make 
an  impression  of  our  seriousness  than  this  bill. 

Mr.  Tallhados  said  that,  having  been  absent 
from  the  House  at  the  time  this  bilF  was  first  in- 
troduced, he  knew  not  what  arguments  had  been 
offered  in  favor  of  it.  He  said  he  was  always 
already  to  encourage  inventions,  dbc,  but  when  a 
measure  was  presented  which  had  no  novelty  in 
it,  he  could  not  be  satisfied  to  give  a  silent  vote 
on  the  bill  for  encouraging  it. 

My  honorable  colleague  stated  fairly  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  submarine  boat  was  con- 
structed ;  and  I  believe,  said  Mr.  T.,  that  there  is 
no  gentlenun  in  this  House  who  doubts  the  power 
of  gunpowder,  placed  under  the  bottom  of  a  ves- 
sel, to  destroy  it.  I  have  seen  it  tried  during  the 
war  in  a  great  variety  of  ways.  I  became  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  the  principle  was  just;  the 
only  difficulty  was  to  place  the  magazine  in  such 
a  situation  that  it  should  have  the  greatest  possi- 
ble effect. 

I  well  recollect,  that  in  1777,  when  Bushnell 
was  called  on  to  make  an  experiment  on  a  Brit- 
ish brig  of  32  guns,  lyin^  in  North  river,  a  de- 
tachment of  troops  was  directed  to  proceed  down 
the  river  to  enable  him  to  make  the  experiment 
free  from  interruption.  I  had  the  honor  to  com- 
mand the  detachment,  and  continued  there  one 
month.  The  object  or  the  troops  under  my  im- 
mediate command  was  to  keep  off"  all  hostile  per- 
sons, whether  of  the  enemy  or  persons  unfriendly 
to  the  invention,  that  he  niight  have  every  oppor- 
tunity to  make  his  experiment  with  success.  His 
object  was  at  ebb  tide  to  get  into  the  river  a  boat 
constructed  for  the  purpose,  and  pass  down  the 
river,  and,  if  possible,  fix  his  magazine  of  pow- 
der to  the  bottom  of  the  enemy's  vessel.  He 
tried  it  over  and  over  again.  Sometimes  he 
would  entirely  miss  the  vessel;  sometimes  he 
would  come  so  near  that  he  would  get  intimi- 
dated and  retire  again ;  till,  sir,  I  became  so  heart- 
ily aick  of  the  business,  and  of  that  sort  of  duty, 
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that  I  wished  tbe  bo«l  and  man  were  both  at  the 
bottom  of  the  ocean.  I  stat€  this  to  show  the 
difficulty,  danger,  and  what  I  myself  conceive  to 
be  the  impossibility  af  placing  the  magazine  un- 
der the  vessel.  So  much  for  this;  and  I  take 
Mr.  Fulton's  machine  to  be  bottomed  precisely 
on  the  same  principle,  the  difference  only  being 
in  the  mode  of  application. 

I  have  no  idea  of  laughing  the  subject  ont  of 
the  House;  but  how  can  gentlemen  see  the  least 
probability  of  success  in  the  invention  ?  Sup- 
pose a  frigate  at  anchor,  and  a  few  boats  endeav- 
oring to  harpoon  this  vessel.  Do  gentlemen  sup- 
pose  that  boats  can  approach  without  the  most 
imminent  danger  1  And^  granting  that  the  har- 
poon strikes,  where  is  all  the  nautical  skill  of  the 
men  when  they  see  this,  if  they  do  not  prevent 
it  from  taking  effect.  Suppose  a  perfectly  sure 
shot,  and  that  Che  harpoon  should  be  fastened  in 
the  DOW,  is  it  possible  that  the  rope  to  which  Che 
torpedo  is  attached  would  not  be  cut,  and  the 
torpedo  left  to  float  below  perfectly  harmless? 
Do  gentlemen  consider  harpooning  a  vessel  to  be 
like  harnooning  a  whale,  which  has  no  men  on 
board  or  it  to  take  out  the  harpoon  ?  I  cannot 
bring  myself  to  believe  it  possible  that  a  crew  on 
board  a  ship  could  see  all  around'  her,  and  yet 

germit  a  torpedo  to  be  attached  to  her  and  place 
er  in  such  a  condition  as  to  be  iiable  to  be  to- 
tally destroyed  with  every  person  on  board. 

It  does  seem  to  me  that  this  sort  of  philosophic 
cal  experiment  ought  not  to  be  gone  into  by  this 
House.  If  it  be  necessary  to  employ  anything 
of  this  kind,  it  would  be  vastly  preferable  that 
we  should  not  go  through  all  this  solemn  farce  of 
passing  a  law  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  a  sort 
of  plavful  experiment,  and  there  is  pronibly  a 
day  or  our  time  to  be  aevoted  to  it,  when  in  truth 
no  solid  advantages  can  accrue  from  it.  I  am 
unwilling  on  another  ground,  because  the  thing 
itself  would  expose  the  (Government  to  a  sort  of 
ridicule.  If  we  pass  this  bill,  and  the  experiment 
be  made ;  if  a  brig  be  bought  for  this  money  and 
totally  destroyed,  there  wiU  be  still  as  much  proof 
wanting  to  demonstrate  that  this  is  an  experi* 
ment  on  which  we  can  rely,  as  there  was  before. 
I  am  against  it  on  another  ground ;  that,  if  we 
trust  to  this  kind  of  doubtful  defence,  we  shall 
get  into  the  habit  of  giving  Up  the  more  substan- 
tial defence  of  the  country.  This  is  my  solid 
reason  for  votir.g  against  tnis  bill.  No  one  ever 
vet  found  any  way  of  getting  along  in  solid  de* 
fence  but  by  solid  preparation.  I  should  rather 
come  into  honorable  combat  than  fight  with  this 
underhand  explosion,  when  especially  there  is  so 
much  doubt  in  it.  If  an  experiment  could  be 
made,  however,  without*  all  this  solemn  farce,  I 
do  not  know  that  I  should  have  any  objection  to 
it. 

The  motion  for  recommitment  was  lost-— 60 
to  45.  j^ 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the 
aflkmative — yeas  65,  nays  53,  as  follows: 

YxAt^Lemnel  J.  Ahrton,  Willis  Abton,  jr.,  Williim 
AndaiaDn,  Baekiel  Baoon,  David  Baid»  BnnreU  Ba*> 


sett,  Williun  W.  Bibb,  Adsm  Boyd,  John  Browm 
Robt.  Brown,  Jos.  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clop* 
ton,  Howell  Cobb,  Jas.  Cochran,  Orchard  Cook,  Jai.Cox, 
WiUiam  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  John  DawsoD,  Wii. 
liam  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Gideon  Gardner,  D&- 
yid  8.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholaon,  Peleraon  Goodvyo, 
James  Holland,  Richard  M.  Johnson*  Walter  Jodo^ 
William  Kennedy,  Matthew  Lyon,  Aaron  Lyie,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Samuel  McKee,  .VIex- 
ander  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Mfller,  John  Montgomery, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Roger  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson, 
John  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhet  of 
Tenne8see,^atthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Ebenezer 
Sage,  Lemuel  Sawjrer,  Ebenexer  Beaver,  Adam  Se;- 
bert,  Samnel  Shaw,  Dennis  SmeU,  John  Smilie,  Gcor^ 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richaid  Sus- 
ford,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompaan,  George  M.Trosp, 
Charles  Tumor,  jr.,  and  Robert  Withenpbon. 

Nats — ^Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Brsckearidge,  Wi}* 
liam  A.  Buiwell,  William  Butler,  Wm.  Chambeilin, 
Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Stooel 
W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  Jan.,  Joseph  Desha,  Wil- 
liam Ely,  James  Emott,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Chailet  Goldi- 
borougfa,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Hak, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  HeiiAer,  Benjamin  How- 
ard, Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  junior, 
Robert  Jenkins,  Joseph  Lewis  jun.^  Robert  Le  Roy 
Livingston,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBrjde, 
William  Milnor,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.Most- 
ley,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Joseph  Pearson,  Beojimis 
Pickman,  jr^  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Sim- 
uel  Smith,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenaon,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin 
Tallmsdge,  Uri  Tracer,  Jabez  Upham,  Nicholw  V*n 
Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KiUian  K.  Van  RensM- 
laer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  MThitman,  and  Jtma 
Wilson. 


*      TuBSDJLT,  March  27. 

Mt.  MoBftow,  fA>in  the  Oommittee  on  Poblie 
Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Edwin 
Lewis;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolntion  there- 
in contained  concurred  in  by  the  Hoose,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Reeolved^  That  the  petitioner  shall  have  a  pre- 
ference in  becoming  the  purchaser  of  fire  arcres 
of  land  situate  jn  the  centre  of  his  farm,  when- 
ever the  said  land  shall  be  oflered  for  sale. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  be  brought  in,  pursuaol 
to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  Committee 
on  the  Publie  Lands  do  prepare  and  bring  in  th€ 
same. 

Mr.  MoBROW,  from  the  same  committee,  slsa 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Samuel  Mims, 
referred  on  the  fifteenth  of  January  last ;  which 
was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained, 
concurred  in  bv  the  House,  as  follow* : 

Retolved,  That  Samuel  Mims  be  confirmed  io 
his  title  totnequantity  of  five  bund  red  and  twenty' 
four  acres  of  landau rchased  by  him  of  the  legal 
representative  of  William  Clark,  deceased,  so  u 
not  to  deprive  the  heirs  of  said  Clark  of  any  legal 
remedy  which  they  may  have  for  the  recover] 
of  said  land  from  the  said  Samuel  Mims,  hk 
heirs  or  aaaignt. 
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Ordered.  That  a  bill  be  broaght  io,  parsuaDt 
to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  Uommittee 
00  the  Pnblie  Lands  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  providing  for  the  final  adjustment 
of  claims  to  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Orleans 
and  Loaisiana,  and  for  the  sale  of  public  lands  in 
the  Territory  of  Orleans  \  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Nelson  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  offi- 
cers in  the  late  Revolutionary  army,  residing  in 
the  counties  of  Jeffersoi^  and  Berkeley,  in  the  State 
of  Virsinia,  praying  to  be  allowed  half  pay  during 
life.— Referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
HoQfe,  to  whom  is  committed  the  report  of  a  se- 
lect committee,  made  during  the  present  session, 
OD  sundry  memorials  of  other  surriving  officers 
of  the  Revolutionary  army. 

Mr.  CimNcr,  from  the  committee  appointed,  on 
the  twentjT-first  ultimo,  to  inquire  into  the  state 
of  the  ancient  records  and  archives  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  what  measures  are  necessary 
for  a  more  safe  and  orderly  preservation  thereof 
mtde  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  ana 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
OD  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  MiLNOR,  from  the  committee  who  were 
iDstructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  in- 
ereasiog  the  rate  of  full  pensions  to  officers  and 
soldiers  who  were  disabled  by  known  wounds  re- 
ceired  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  made  a  report 
ihereon;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution 
therein  contained  concurred  in  by  the  House,  as 
follows : 

Retolvedf  That  the  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  this  subject. 

Ad  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Tristram  Hus- 
»y  wa;!  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

CLAIM  OF  COM.  WHIPPLE. 

Mr.  Tallmadob,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, on  the  petition  of  Abraham  Whipple,  made  a 
report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolu- 
tioQ  therein  contained  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  from  the  statement  of  the  petitioner«  it  appears 
that  he  engaged  in  the  servioe  of  his  oonntiy  at  the 
commenoement  of  the  Revoltitionary  war  with  Great 
Britain;  that»  in  the  year  1775,  ha  was  employed  by 
the  government  of  his  native  State,  Rhode  Uand,  to 
dear  the  harbors  and  bay  of  Rhode  Idand  of  the  ene- 
^ft  tenders  and  aimed  vessels  which  infested  those 
wtten,  which  service  he  aocomplished  by  capture 
ing  lome,  and  driving  off  the  residue.  In  the  same 
year  he  was  honored  with  the  command  of  the  ship 
Colombos,  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in 
which  he  continued  to  cruize  against  the  enemy  with 
great  saocess,  capturing  many  of  their  vessels,  and  as- 
nsting  in  the  two  expeditions  against  the  blends  of 
Bennoda  and  Providence,  bringing  from  the  last  place 
*  great  ropply  of  ordnance  and  nulitary  stores,  which 
were  lerj  naefiil  to  the  country  at  that  time. 

The  petitioner  states  many  pecuniary  hardships  and 
rafferingg  whidi  he  underwent  during  the  contest,  both 
in  Eniope  and  America,  especially  at  the  siege  and 
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capture  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  where  he  be- 
came a  prisoner  of  war.  Having  now  reached  the 
seventf-seventh  year  of  his  age,  and  being  decrepit 
from  the  common  infirmities  of  Bfe,  and  especially  from 
wounds  which  he  received  in  attempting  to  save  the 
guns  from  a  British  frigate  which  was  stranded  on  our 
coast,  he  prays  that  the  evening  of  his  life  may  be  made 
comfortable,  by  having  some  pecuniary  aid  afibrded 
him  by  the  Government  of  his  countiT. 

The  committee  are  fully  impressed  with  a  sense  of 
the  services  of  Commodore  Whipple,  during  the  late 
Revolutionary  war ;  and,  although  it  does  not  appear 
that  he  was  wounded  by  the  enemy  while  engaged  in 
capturing  the  many  prizes  which  he  brought  safely  into 
port,  yet  it  is  in  proof  before  your  committee  that,  while 
he  was  attempting  to  save  Uie  gu^e  and  stores  of  the 
Syren,  British  frigate,  then  ashore  on  Point  Judith,  the 
petitioner  fell  from  the  side  of  the  frigate,  more  than 
fifteen  ftet,  down  among  the  gims,  &c,  by  which 
means  he  was  severely  wounded  in  several  places,  ee- 
pedaUy  in  his  ankle  and  knee,  of  which  wounds  he 
was  confined  for  a  long  time ;  and  that  he  is  a  cripple 
to  this  day,  in  consequence  of  said  wounds.  i 

The  committee  therefore  recommend  the  following 
resolnti<m : 

Beaohed,  That  the  prayer  of  Abraham  Whipple  is 
reasonable,  and  ought  to  be  granted. 

Extract  from  a  communieation  made  by  Benjamin  J. 

Gilman,  Esq.,  dated, 

MAaiKTTA,  January  26,  1810. 

Commodore  Whipple  informs  me  that  he  was  never 
wounded  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that  the  only  bodily  hurt  he  re- 
ceived was  on  board  a  British  frigate  that  was  cast 
away  near  Newport,  Rhode  Island.  He  was  ordered 
to  dismantle  the  frigate,  and,  in  taking  out  the  guns^ 
he  had  his  knee-pan  split,  his  leg  much  injured,  and 
his  ankle  very  badly  dislocated.  The  efieets  of  thia 
hurt  have  occasioned  his  being  several  times  confined 
since  he  resided  in  this  country ;  and,  at  one  time,  he 
was  unable  to  walk  for  two  months.  He  is  now  abso- 
lutely dependent  on  the  labor  of  his  own  hands,  in  the 
cornfield,  for  subsistence ;  and,  if  his  lameness  should 
occur  in  the  planting  season,  he  and  his  very  worthy 
wife  would  suflfer. 

Being  very  far  advanced  in  life,  he  probably  trill  not 
live  many  years  to  receive  the  bounty  of  his  country, 
if  he  should  be  placed  on  the  pension  list.  I  most  sin- 
cerely hope  the  law  of  the  United  States  will  permit 
this  brave  veteran  to  have  the  evening  of  his  lile  made 
comfortable,  by  a  small  reward  for  past  labors. 

Naw  YoaK  Distmct,  m, 

Haystead  Hacker,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and 
branch  pilot  for  Hurlgate  and  the  Sound,  being  duly 
sworn,  saith :  That  he  was,  during  the  American  Rev- 
olution, well  acquainted  with  Captain  Abraham  Whip- 
ple, then  in  the  American  service,  now  of  Marietta;  that, 
in  or  about  the  year  1777,  tiie  said  Abraham,  as  well  as 
the  deponent,  who  was  also  in  the  American  senrioe, 
was  ordered  by  Governor  Cook  to  take  and  save  the 
guns  and  stores  out  of  the  Syren,  British  frigate,  then 
aground  on  Point  Judith,  bilged ;  that  this  deponent 
then  commanded  the  Columbus ;  that  the  said  Abra- 
ham and  deponent  caused  proper  arrangements  to  be 
made  in  order  to  carry  the  iiaid  orders  into  effect ;  that, 
while  they  were  so  engaged,  the  said  Abraham  foil 
from  the  side  of  the  ship  down  among  the  guns ;  that 
the  distance  which  he  fell  was,  to  the  best  of  deponent's 
recollection,  upwards  of  fifteen  feet ;  that  the  said  Abra- 
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ham  W88  Teiy  feverelj  wounded  in  several  places,  in- 
lomuch  that  he  wa«  confined  to  hia  bed  and  under  the 
care  of  a  surgeon,  such  as  could  6e  procured ;  that  the 
service  of  the  deponent's  country  called  him  from  that 

Slace ;  and  when  the  deponent  left  the  said  Abraham 
e  was  a  cripple,  and  that  by  means  of  the  service ; 
that  the  said  Abraham  Whipple  was  a  very  active  man 
in  the  American  cause ;  tbat  the  deponent  cannot  now 

Earticniarly  relate  the  difierent  wounds  the  said  Abra- 
am  received  in  the  said  service,  not  having  been  called 
to  state  the  same  till  a  few  days  since ;  but  the  depo- 
nent well  remembers  that  he  was  severely  wounded  in 
the  ankle,  anil  otherwise  much  injured. 

HAYSTEAD  HACKER. 
Sworn  before  me,  at  the  city  of  New  York,  this  10th 
day  of  Februaiy,  1810. 

^.  TALLMADGE,Z>M/.  Judge. 

Mr.  Tallmadoe,  from  the  same  committee, 
presented  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Abraham  Whip- 
ple, late  a  Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Wbole  to-morrow. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'^  An  act  respecting  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
and  France,  and  for  other  purposes." 

A  motion  was  made  b]r  Mr.  Macon,  that  the 
Jlouse  do  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to  tbe 
said  amendments. 

Mr.  Gh OLSON  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  until  Monday  next. 
Every  gentleman  who,  last  Monday,  voted  for 
postponement,  must  have  done  it  under  an  expec- 
tation of  receiving  some  intelligence  from  Europe, 
to  guide  tbe  conouct  of  the  House  in  relation  to 
it;  and  no  such  information  having  been  received, 
it  would  certainly  be  proper  to  postpone  it  yet  a 
while  longer. 

Mr.  Macon  said  he  bad  been  uniformly  anxious 
to  bring  this  bill  to  a  decision.  The  subject  was 
sufficiently  important  to  hang  in  suspense  the 
whole  commercial  enterprise  of  the  nation.  It 
was  time  that  the  nation  should  know  what  was 
to  be  done.  Mr.  M.  said  that  he  had  received 
many  letters  pressing  a  decision  on  the  subject.  I 
have  heretofore  stated  the  effects  of  the  non-in- 
tercourse law,  in  relation  to  which  every  man 
coincides  in  opinion.  In  addition  to  this,  I  have 
understood  that  one  of  the  district  judges  has 
given  a  sort  of  extra  official  opinion  that  the  non- 
intercourse  law  is  not  in  force  as  to  Great  Britain. 
It  is  a  fact,  then,  that,  in  one  of  the  States,  the 
citizens  are  released  from  the  restraints  which  the 
law  imposes  on  other  States,  where  the  judges 
might  not  be  of  the  same  opinion.  This,  sir,isa 
strong  reason  for  deciding  the  question.  If  the 
House  agrees  with  the  Senate,  the  law  will  im- 
mediately be  at  an  end.  If  not,  it  will  give  way 
to  the  proposition  of  other  measures. 

Mr.  M.  nere  remarked  upon  the  various  stages 
through  which  the  bill  Mid  passed,  and  gave  a  de- 
tailed account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  commit- 
tee of  conference  on  the^ubject. 

For  what  purpose,  asked  Mr.  M.,  should  the  bill 


be  further  postponed  ?    To  get,  says  tbe  gentle 
man  who  makes  the  motion,  official  informatioD 
from  Great  Britain  or  France.    If  this  be  a  good 
objection  for  postponing,  we  may  postpone  every 
thing.    When  can  we  calculate  what  either  of 
tbe  great  belligerents  will  do  ?    No  common  man 
can  say.    It  would  require  a  Daniel  to  do  it  la 
the  mean  time,  all  tbe  honest  part  of  the  comma- 
nity  is  suffering  while  the  other  class  is  getting 
rich.    Your  sly  sort  of  people,  not  governed  bj 
the  laws,  will  become  the  best  men  at  bank,  it 
certainly  will  be  recollected  that  the  committee 
of  conference  were  pressed  for  a  report  before  they 
could  posstbly  make  it.    I  never  wished  to  bony 
through  the  bill,  but  that  every  gentleman  who 
wished  to  speak  should  declare  nis  sentiments  ob 
the  subject.    Contrary  to  modern  practice,  tJM 
question  on  the  passage  of  this  bill  was  taken  in 
open  daylight ;  so  that.  I  presume,  every  man 
had  an  opportunity  of  delivering  his  sentiments. 
If  the  bill  be  postponed,  the  intelligence  which 
may  come,  like  that  which  has  already  been  re- 
ceived, may   afford  no  sround   on  which  the 
House  can  act.    Sir,  all  that  can  be  asked  of  a 
man  is  to  do  what  is  rieht  at  the  time.    We  act, 
if  we  pass  this  bill ;  andif,  to-morrow,  you  shonld 
get  information  that  would  render  the  bill  QDD^ 
cessary,  or  point  out  a  different  measure,  woald 
this  bill  stand  in  the  way,  or  show  a  want  of  sys- 
tem in  the  House,  because  they  did  at  tbe  time 
what  they  ought  to  have  done  ?    It  seems  to  me 
not.    Such  is  the  temper  of  all  classes  of  the 
nation,  at  this  time,  that  every  postponement  of 
the  subject,  and  every  variation  it  has  undergone, 
has  an  effect  not  only  upon  the  merchant  but 
upon  all  the  export  produce  of  the  nation.  Every 
man  who  labors  sufficiently  to  make  anything  to 
sell,  feels  the  vibration  of  this  bill  in  the  articles 
be  has  to  sell.    Delay  is  extremely  injurious  to 
them.    I  know  it  may  be  said  that  if  we  adhere, 
as  I  propose,  the  non-intercourse  law  will  still  be 
in  force.    But,  sir,  if  we  lose  the  bill,  I  am  under 
the  impression  tbat  the  non-intercourse  law  will 
be  repealed.    But,  if  not,  the  destroying  this  bill 
would  be  quite  as  good  as  leaving  things  in  the 
present  state  of  uncertainty.    CoDtradictory  a^ 
counts  of  the  probable  course  of  Congress  are 
spread  among  the  people,  producing  uncertainty 
and  fluctuation  in  the  markets.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  a  postponement  will  not  take  pbtee,  and  that 
the  House  will  this  day  decide  the  fate  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  GoLO  thought  the  House  had  waited  Iodj 
enough  for  information;  and  he  could  not  see 
any  possible  good  to  arise  from  preserving  ihii 
state  of  things.  Suppose  that  advices  to  be  re^ 
ceived  were  unfavorable,  and  brought  hostile 
sentiments  from  foreign  cabinets,  would  the  noO' 
intercourse  be  valuable  for  any  earthly  purpose  ol 
defence  ?  Mr.  G.  deprecated  the  procrastinatioi 
policy  proposed.  One  month  the  calculations  ol 
the  merchants  had  been  thought  safe,  on  thepro^ 
ceedings  of  this  House.  Another  month  cam^ 
all  these  calculations  were  reversed,  and  nea 
ones  made  on  a  new  state  of  things  in  the  otlMl 
branch  of  the  Legialature.    Reuona  were  stfODj 
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mmi  postponement,  and  still  stronger  in  faror 
of  a  conenrrence  with  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Ltox  said  he  could  see  no  reason  for  post- 
ponement, and  he  felt  coasiderable  anziety-on  the 
subject.  What  made  him  more  anxious  was  the 
effect  it  would  have  on  the  western  produce  go- 
ing down  to  New  Orleans.  The  Western  coun- 
try, be  said,  was  extremely  interested  in  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill.  As  the  restrictions,  he  perceiv- 
ed, were  to  come  off,  he  hoped  it  would  be  as  early 
as  possible. 

Mr.  MiLROR  said  that  gentlemen  must  be  con- 
Tioced  that  every  day's  delay  was  important  to 
the  commercial  interest;  and,  being  so,  that  it 
was  important  to  the  agricultural  also.    Com- 
merce was  laboring  under  difficulty  imposed  by 
the  noo-intercoorse.    If  any  person  could  con- 
eeire  that  the  non^intercourse  was  advantageous 
to  the  United  States,  or  operative  to  the  injury  of 
(he  belligerents,  he  ought  to  persevere  in  it.   But, 
said  Mr.  M.,  I  believe  the  gentleman  is  not  to  be 
foaod  on  this  floor,  and  I  question  whether  he  can 
io  this  nation,  who  will  believe  that  it  has  been 
of  the  smallest  advantage  to  the  nation.   A  week 
ago^  we  were  asked  to  continue  it  one  week,  in 
vhieh  time,  it  wms  said,  we  might  probably  receive 
sDch  news  as  would  enable  us  to  repeal  the  non- 
intercourse,  as  gentlemen  said,  without  a  surren- 
der of  our  honor.     What  news  could  we  receive 
from  Europe,  which  would  operate  one  way  or 
the  other  on  the  question  of  getting  rid  of  the 
ooo-intercourse  ?  Is  a  declaration  from  England 
and  France  necessary  to  enable  us  to  get  rid  of  a 
toeasare  considered  unnecessary  and  injurious? 
Is  it  possible  that  the  honor  of  the  nation  depends 
on  adhering  to  a  measure  destroying  the  life- 
blood  of  the  nation  ?    It  appears  extraordinary 
thatsQchan  idea  should  be  entertained  by  any 
gentleman  in  the  House.    If  there  be  no  man  in 
the  House  who  will  advocate  the  non-intercourse 
hw,  in  the  name  of  Gh>d,  let  ua  get  rid  of  it  as 
quickly  as  we  can.    Why  amuse  ourselves  with 
the  pretext  of  preserving  the  national  honor? 
Hew  is  it  possible  that  a  measure,  which,  from 
its  adoption  to  the  present  day,  has  operated 
Against  us  and  in  favor  of  the  belligerents,  should 
preserve  the  honor  of  the  nation?    It  is  impossi- 
ble.  We  shonld  take  measures  to  preserve  the 
general  weifiire,  and,  when  they  have  a  contrary 
effect,  they  should  be  repealed.  The  repeal  of  the 
AOQ-inter course  cannot  possibly  prevent  the  adop- 
tioo  of  other  measures,  nor  even  hinder  us  from 
effectiially  re-enacting  the  same  law.    But,  I  pre- 
some,sir,  if  we  once  get  rid  of  it,  we  shall  be  ex^ 
tremely  careful  how  we  saddle  the  nation  with  it 
^aiQ.   I  believe  the  good  of  the  nation  and  every 
other  consideration  should  operate  against  post- 
ponement.   One  judge  having  made  up  an  opin- 
ioQ  that  the  non-intercourse  law  does  not  exist 
<«  to  Qreat  Britain ;  if  the  other  judges  differ 
from  him  in  opinion,  then  the  State  in  which  he 
resides  is  free  from  the  law,  while  all  the  others 
«re  tied  up  by  it.    But  the  probability  is  that  all 
the  judges  will  be  of  the  same  opinion  ;  in  which 
ttse  the  law  is  a  perfectly  dead  letter.    In  every 
tiew,  it  is  ail  important  that  the  question  shonld 


be  immediately  decided.  If,  indeed,  the  non-in- 
tercourse is  to  live  out  the  remainder  of  the  ses- 
sion, we  ought  to  say  so  to  the  people.  This  is 
the  season  when  commerce  expands  her  wings 
to  all  quarters  of  the  globe,  if  left  free  to  her  own 
course.  It  is  a  fact,  that  vessels  are  daily  clearing 
out  for  the  ports,  voyages  to  which,  it  might  be 
supposed,  were  the  most  hazardous,  notwithstand- 
ing the  decrees  and  orders.  Now,  if  they  could 
carry  on  commerce  there  with  perfect  safety,  why 
should  they  be  restrained  from  so  doing?  It  is 
well  known  that  lar^^e  quantities  of  our  produce 
are  carried  to  Amelia  island  and  there  reshipped 
in  British  bottoms.  It  never  can  be  advantage- 
ous that  our  produce  should  be  carried  in  a  cir- 
cuitous route  to  market.  If  carried  directly,  it 
will  always  bring  a  higher  price  to  the  agricutta- 
rist  and  to  the  farmer.  Under  all  circumstances, 
1  hope  the  bill  will  not  be  further  postponed,  but 
that  the  merchants  as  well  as  farmers  may  know 
what  they  have  to  depend  on. 

Mr.  duiNCT  said  that  the  arguments  which 
had  been  urged  against  postponement  were  so 
conclusive  that  he  would  not  have  risen  but  to 
call  attention  to  the  last  paragraph  of  a  report  to 
the  House  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made 
three  months  ago,  forcibly  stating  to  the  House 
the  immediate  necessity  of  repealing  or  enforc- 
ing the  non-intercourse  law.  Under  this  official 
notice,  this  solemn  warning,  the  House  had  been 
sitting  near  four  months  without  doing  any  thinj^, 
and  now  it  was  proposed  to  lock  up  the  whole 
subject  for  one  week  longer.  Are  we,  said  he,  to 
wait  to  know  what  is  the  determination  of  for- 
eign Powers,  in  order  to  know  what  we  shall  do 
in  relation  to  our  own  measures  ?  It  is  not  now 
a  question  whether  or  not  the  non-intercourse 
bears  on  foreign  Powers,  for  that  question  is  now 
decided.  Honest  men,  bound  by  the  laws,  are 
injured  by  this  law,  while  others  are  benefited  by 
it.  The  question  ought  to  be  decided,  one  way 
or  the  other,  and  the  people  no  longer  kept  in 
suspense. 

Mr.  Gbolson  said  that,  he,  for  one,  could  not 
conceive  that  any  good  could  result  from  acting 
on  the  bill  now.  The  House  must  either  concur 
in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  or  adhere.  If 
we  adhere  to  our  disagreement  to  the  amend- 
ments, the  bill  will  be  lost,  and  we  shall  be  pre- 
cisely in  gtatu  quo;  we  shall  be  then  preciselv 
where  we  are  now.  If  we  agree  to  the  amenci- 
ments  of  the  Senate,  we  shall  be  involved  in 
irretrievable  disgrace.  To  give  up  the  non-inter- 
course without  a  substitute  would  be  uncondi- 
tional submission.  But  it  is  said  that  the  non- 
intercourse  is  a  very  bad  measure,  and  does  not 
answer  the  object  it  had  in  view.  Let  gentle- 
men, then,  offer  a  better  to  supply  its  place.  The 
circumstance  of  its  being  a  bad  one,  does  not 
prove  that  the  House  should  take  no  measure  at 
all.  Is  it  possible  that  a  majority  of  this  House, 
after  the  various  votes  that  have  been  given,  can 
now  give  up  everv  opposition  they  have  hereto- 
fore made  to  the  decrees  of  the  belligerents^  and 
succumb  to  the  disgrace  of  accepting  the  bill  as 
amended  ?    If  gentlemen  are  prepared  for  this. 
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they  are  prepared  to  vote  against  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  bill.  The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  must  feel  convinced  of  his  inconsisten- 
cy when  he  is  for  adhering,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
for  precipitating  a  decision  of  the  question.  Be- 
fore we  agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
let  us  have  a  new  measure.  I  will  support  the 
gentleman  in  any  system  which  will  comport 
with  the  honor  and  welfare  of  the  nation ;  but  I 
cannot  agree  to  a  course  from  which  no  good  can 
result,  and  which  would  throw  us  into  the  most 
abject  disgrace.  Wha(  is  left  by  the  Senate  wor> 
thy  of  your  aitentidn  ?  I  can  see  nothing  worthy 
of  consideration  in  it.  The  non-intercourse  law 
is  now  operatinj§r  on  Great  Britain,  who.  every 
day,  feels  its  effects ;  and  it  operates  still  more 
strongly  iipon  France.  Let  gentlemen  look  at 
the  crisis  just  before  the  arrangement  of  April 
last,  and  the  solicitude  caused  by  the  renewal  of 
the  non-intercourse.  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that 
it  is  the  most  efficient  measure  that  can  be  adopt- 
ed ;  but  I  never  will  admit  that  it  has  no  effect 
whatever  upon  our  adversaries.  I  regret  that  some 
of  the  consequences  adverted  to  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  do  attend  the  non-intercourse ; 
but  it  is  a  measure  severely  felt  by  our  adversaries. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  ^uin- 
ct)  says  that  our  course  ought  not  to  be  affected 
by  anv  intelligence  from  Europe.  If  I  am  not 
mistaxen,  the  gentleman  himself  yesterday  voted 
to  call  upon  the  President  for  official  intelligence. 
Foi^  what  did  he  vote  for  it  ?  Was  it  not  to  affect 
bis  conduct  here  at  all  ?  I  will  not  pay  him  so 
ill  a  compliment  as  to  suppose  that  he  would  call 
upon  thePresident  for  in/brmation  which  he  was 
determined  should  have  no  influence  on  his  con- 
duct. Even  a  little  scrawl,  a  scrap  of  paper, 
aent  in  haste,  by  a  messenger,  is  called  for,  but 
when  we  express  a  desire  to  have  official  intelli- 
gence, we  are  told  it  cannot  be  necessary  to  influ- 
ence our  course  here.  I  am  willing  to  act  for 
ourselves,  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  desire  to  act 
understandingly ;  and  T  am,  therefore,  for  post- 
poning a  decision. 

Mr.  Taylor  said,  if  he  could  find  anything  in 
the  state  of  things  at  present  existing,  and  which 
was  now  proposed  to  be  prolonged,  which  was  at 
all  advantageous  or  honorable  to  the  nation,  or  at 
all  in  resistance  to  the  edicts  of  the  belligerents 
spoken  of,  he  certainly  should  accord  with  gen- 
tlemen in  their  desire  of  procrastinating  this  busi- 
ness. The  non-intercourse  law,  said  Mr.  T.,  is 
spoken  of  as  a  shield  from  danger,  as  a  cloak  to 
cover  us  from  shame  and  dishonor ;  and  when  I 
have  heard  eloquent  speeches  on  the  subject.  I  have 
felt  a  sort  of  inspirited  feeling;  but,  as  soon  as  I 
examine  the  thing,  to  do  which  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  last  up,  invited  ps,  I  find  that  all 
this  mighty  resistance,  this  honorable  defence 
against  the  belligerents,  '*  melts  into  air,  thin  air." 
You  have  offered  a  bounty  to  the  dishonest  part 
of  the  community,  who  disregard  the  laws.  For 
four  months,  as  was  observed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  we  have  neelected  to  enforce 
the  laws  from  infraction  by  such  characters,  and 
the  system  has  really  operated  as  a  monopoly  to 


the  British  carrier.    Is  it  dii^racefnl  to  remore 
from  this  situation  ?    Is  it  honorable  to  contioae 
in  such  a  situation  ?    Is  it  resisting  the  Orders  in 
Council  of  Great  Britain  that  we  still  continoe 
to  afford  them  a  monopoly  of  the  carriage  of  oar 
bulky  articles  across  the  Atlantic,  to  receive  in 
return  throuj^h  Amelia  island  the  maoafactQies 
of  Great  Britain,  to  be  smuggled  into  the  United 
States  to  the  advantage  of  the  same  class  of  the 
community  who  are  departing  from  our  pons 
without  regarding  the  laws?    1  voted  heretofore 
to  insist — and  why  ?    Because .  I  was  sioeerely 
disposed  to  change  the  monopoly,  and  instead  of 
continuing  it  to  the  British,  to  give  it  to  the 
American  carrier.    1  was  in  hopes  that,  by  insist- 
ing and  having  a  conference  with  the  Senate,  «e 
should  obtain  this  favorable  provision.    We  bare 
lost  it,  but  because  I  cannot  obtain  for  the  Amer- 
ican carrier  a  monopoly  of  the  carrying  trade  to 
and  from  this  country,  shall  I  therefore  deprire 
him  of  it  altogether,  or  shall  I  rather  allow  him 
to  come  in  and  compete  with  foreigners  oaeqaai 
terms  ?    This  is  the  true  question.    I  was.  for 
one,  much  pleased  with  the  provisions  of  the  biU 
as  it  went  trom  this  House;  but  I  could  not  ob- 
tain them.    It  is  my  duty  to  obtain  for  the  Amer- 
ican carrier,  for  the  agriculturist,  and  for  all,  the 
best  terms  I  can  possibly  gain ;  andanimmeditte 
receding  from  our  disagreement  will  beobtaioiof 
somethmg,  though  not  all,  that  I  deired.  If 
there  be  a  sort  of  influence,  which  nobody  can 
touch,  going  to  paralyze  the  measures  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, it  is  for  those  who  destroyed  the 
features  of  this  bill,  to  account  for  it,  and  Dotfor 
me  and  those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  bill.  1 
must  obtain  the  beat  terms  I  can,  and  that  is  to 
be  accomplished,  in  my  opinion,  by  receding, and 
that  speedily  too.    Not  a  fortnight  age,  the  feel- 
ings of  the  community  were  tantalizra  from  onti 
end  of  the  Continent  to  the  other ;  and  a  single 
vote  in  this  or  that  House  has  had  the  effect  of 
raiaiaff  or  depressing  the  price  of  the  commodity! 
earned  by  the  aweat  of  the  brow ;  and,  though  it 
is  not  the  intention,  it  would  seem  as  if  thetw« 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  like  the  specolaton 
in  Leadenhall  market,  were  here  paflfinff  this  waj 
to-day,  and  that  way  to-morrow,  to  change  (hj 
state  of  the  market.    It  is  both  undignifira  m 
inexpedient  again  to  be  waiting  for  informatioj 
from  England,  when  we  have,  already,  deferred 
hope  and  made  the  heart  sick  from  one  end  of  tbi 
Continent  to  the  other,  by  the  coarse  which  vl 
have  pursued.    I  am  for  having  done  with  it  t 
we  are  to  reject  the  bill,  and  the  non-intercoorK 
miserable  as  it  is,  to  be  left  to  expire  at  the  eol 
of  the  session,  it  shall  not  be  with  my  vote.  Na] 
sir,  if  it  were  disgraceful  that  the  non-intercoors 
should  be  taken  off,  I  would  atill  say  that  if  it  wl 
to  be  annulled,  it  should  be  here  in  open  day.  1 
I  am  to  be  disgraced,  I  would  rather  meet  dia 
grace  here  than  at  my  own  fireside,  surrounde 
by  my  children  and  by  my  constitaents.    I  wi 
not  sneak  home  to  avoid  disgrace.     When  set 
here  to  do  the  best  for  my  constituents,  I  will  a< 
here  in  open  day,  as  I  think  best  $  and  am,  ther 
fore,  against  any  further  postponement. 
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Messrs.  Tallmaoob,  ^ui!fCT,GooK,  and  Dana, 
aiso  spoke  against  postponement ;  and  Mr.  Fisk 
in  far  or  of  it. 

The  question  on  postponement  to  Monday  next, 
was  decided  as  follows  : 

Vi At— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  DaTid 
Bard,  Borwell  Baseett,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown, 
Robert  Brown,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cox,  William  Crawford, 
Richard  Cutts,  Joseph  Desha,  Jonathan  Fide,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas 
Gholaon,  junior,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  William  Helms, 
James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Hufty,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  Aaron  Lyie,  Alexander  McKim,  John 
Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Gurdon  8.  Mumibrd, 
Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  John  Porter,  Peter 
B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennesfce,  John  Roane,  Ersstus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebsnezer  Seaver, 
Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smille,  George 
8fflith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Whiteldll,  Richard  Winn, 
and  Robert  Witherspoon — 64. 

Nats — ^Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Exekiel  Bacon,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Daniel  BlaisdeU,  James  Breckenridge,  Wil- 
liam A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  William  Chamber- 
lin,£paphroditi]s  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  James 
Cochran,  Orchard  Cook,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Jqlm  Dav- 
enport, junior,  John  Dawson,  William  Ely,  James 
Efflott,  William  Findley,  David  S.  Garland,  Charles 
Goldsborongh,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  William 
Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan 
H.  Hobbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins, 
Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  Herman  Knicker- 
backer,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Mat&ews,  Samuel 
McKee,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  William  Milnor,  Thomas 
Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newton,  John 
Nicholson,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jun., 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  EUsha  R.  rotter,  Josiah  Quincy, 
John  Randolph,  Matthias  Richards,  Daniel  Shefley, 
Dennii  Smelt,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John 
Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob 
Swoope,  Samael  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John 
Tajtor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Jabea  Upham, 
Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KUlian 
X.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton, 
£zekiel  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson — 74. 

The  question  now  recurred  on  adhering  to  the 
disagreement  to  the  Senate's  amendments. 

Mr.  Troup  said,  if  it  was  the  object  of  gentle- 
men to  get  rid  of  all  commercial  restrictions,  they 
could  only  do  so  by  concurring  with  the  Senate. 
If  they  adhered,  their  object  would,  indeed,  be  de- 
feated. The  non-intercourse  would  be  saddled 
00  the  country  as  long  as  the  law  continued  in 
operation.  Look  at  the  sections  of  the  bill  as  it 
^  vent  from  this  House,  said  Mr.  T.  It  is  true  that 
one  of  these  sections  repeals  the  non-intercourse, 
hnt  it  is  also  true  that  another  section  substitutes 
a  measure,  which,  if  retaliated,  must  revive  the 
noQ-iotercoorse  in  fact.  Not  only  are  these  pro- 
yisioDs  inconsistent^  but  another  section  of  the 
bill  recognises  that  inconsistency^  and  provides  a 
remedy,  Djr  authorizing  the  President  to  execute 
the  law  within  four  leagues  of  the  coast,  by  em- 
ploying the  public  armed  vessels  of  the  United 


States,  to  detect  smugglers.  Now,  I  say,  sir,  that 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  which  goes  to  the 
destruction  of  these  sections,  has  for  its  object  the 
destruction  of  the  non -intercourse  law.  Sir,  no 
man  can  contemplate  the  non-intercourse  law  in 
a  light  more  serious  as  an  evil  to  the  people  of 
this  country  than  myself.  There  never  was  a 
measure  adopted  more  deleterious  in  its  operation 
on  the  morals  and  interests  of  the  people.  The 
single  effect  of  it  has  been  to  depreciate  the  sta- 

gle  commodity  of  the  country  at  the  rate  of  one 
undred  per  cent.,  and  exalt  the  British  manu- 
facturers in  the  same  ratio ;  to  make  cotton  sell 
at  eleven  cent^  a  pound,  and  to  make  the  growers 
of  it  pay  fourteen  dollars  a  yard  for  broadcloth. 
Look  at  the  practical  operation  of  it.  A  cargo  of 
cotton  from  a  Southern  port  is  landed  at  Amelia 
island.  If  British  soods  are  there,  ready  to  ex- 
change, they  are  taxen  in  exchange  for  the  cot* 
ton,  and  smuggled  into  the  country.  If  there  be 
no  goods  there,  they  bring  back  no  return,  except 
the  freight,  for  the  short  navigation  to  Amelia 
island.  The  cargo  is  landed}  a  duty  of  eight  per 
cent,  paid  on  it,  besides  cQmmissions,  d^.,  anu  a 
duty  of  eight  or  ten  per  cent,  more  on  re-export- 
ation, and  what  freight  the  British  ship-hoidert 
choose  to  demand.  This  is  not  only  the  effect 
of  the  non-intercourse.  It  must  be  the  effect  of 
every  system  of  commercial  restriction  short  of 
the  measure  of  embargo ;  because  all  the  penalties 
and  sanctions  which  you  can  possibly  devise  for 
carrying  that  system  into  operation,  must  operate 
on  a  class  without  the  reach  of  those  penalties  \ 
people  who  are  without  your  jurisdiction,  people, 
too,  who  tell  you,  in  the  plainest  language,  they 
have  no  country,  that  they  are  governed  by  no 
sentiment  of  honor  or  principle  ofpatriotism,  that 
commercial  gain  is  the  sole  object  of  their  con- 
sideration, and  that  every  other  object  will  be 
sacrificed  to  it.  Does  not  every  day's  experience 
apprize  you  that  this  is  the  truth?  Look  at  the 
common  practice  and  habits  of  those  called  ship- 
owners. Are  they  not  every  day  lending  their 
vessels  to  the  British  merchants  for  the  purpose 
of  violating  the  Continental  policy  to  the  French. 
Dutch,  or  any  other  nierehants  for  the  purpose  ot 
violating  the  British  Orders  in  Council,  or  to 
British  and  French  merchants,  for  violating  the 
laws  of  their  own  country  ?  And  is  it  possible 
sir,  that  you  expect  to  execute  with  any  degree  or 
success,  a  system  which  is  to  operate  on  the  bel- 
ligerents, when  the  penalties  for  a  violation  of  the 
system  are  to  operate  on  this  class  ?  It  is  impos- 
sible ;  such  a  system  must  be  futile  and  ineffi- 
cient. Because,  then,  I  am  disposed  to  get  rid  of 
the  non-intercourse  and  ever^r  sort  of  commercial 
restriction,  conceiving  it  injurious  only  to  our- 
selves, can  it  be  said  that  I  am  disposed  to  submit 
to  the  orders  and  decrees  of  the  belligerents  1  No, 
sir ;  those  gentlemen  have  surrendered  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  country  who  did  originally 
submit  to  an  abandonment  of  the  embargo.  It  is 
true  now,  and  it  was  true  then,  that  there  was 
nothing  Mtween  you  and  the  British  Orders  in 
Council  but  either  embargo  or  war.  You  repeal- 
ed the  embargo,  and  retused  to  go  to  war,  and 
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now,  as  then,  there  is  no  remedy  short  of  war  or 
embargo.  Propose  what  other  remedy  you  please, 
and  it  is  only  calculated  to  excite  ridicule  abroad. 
If  you  propose  to  conToy— what  I  it  is  asked,  will 
you  convoy  a  trade  to  every  quarter  of  the  globe 
with  six,  eight,  or  tea  frigates  ?  If  you  propose 
to  arm  the  merchantmen — what  I  it  is  asked,  will 
you  arm  your  merchantmen  against  the  British 
navy  ?  If  we  are  to  have  neitner  embargo  nor 
war,  I,  for  one,  am  willing  to  get  rid  of  the  non- 
intercourse,  and  not  substitute  anything  for  it. 
To  obtain  this  object  there  is  no  mode  left  but  to 
concur  with  the  Senate  in  their  amendments,  and 
atrike  out  those  clauses  which  can  have  no  other 
effect  than  to  perpetuate  the  system  of  non-inter- 
course. 

Mr.  Smilib  feared,  from  the  sentiments  he  had 
heard  expressed,  that  he  was  this  day  to  witness 
the  degradation  of  his  country.  The  question 
now  is,  said  he,  will  you  pass  the  bill  as  it  comes 
from  the  Senate,  or  not  ?  If  we  agree  to  recede, 
we  give  our  vote  for  the  Senate's  bill,  which,  on 
all  hands,  is  acknowledged  to  be  submission.  1 
have  never  yet  been  brought  to  this  point.  I  may 
dishonor  myself,  but  my  honor  cannot  be  taken 
from  me  by  another,  and  I  shall  endeavor  to  pre- 
•erve  that  consistency  of  conduct  which  has  gov- 
erned me  through  the  whole  of  our  struggles.  I 
•free  trith  the  gentleman  from  Qeoreia,  that, 
when  we  abandoned  the  embargo,  we  did  aban- 
don the  only  measure,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
could  coerce  our  enemies;  for  I  have  always 
doubted'  whether  from  a  regard  to  commercial 
rights  it  would  be  justifiable  to  go  to  war,  not 
onl^  on  account  of  its  inefficacy  to  produce  the 
desired  effect,  considering  the  situation  in  which 
we  stand  in  relation  to  those  countries,  but  also 
on  account  of  the  expense  of  war  measures.  I  once 
did  consent  to  war  measures ;  but  it  was  under  the 
most  favorable  circumstances  in*which  the  coun- 
try ever  was.  I  did  it  at  a  time  when  our  prop- 
erty was  safe  in  onr  warehouses,  and  our  ships  in 
oar  ports,  when  I  believed  there  was  no  altcrna- 
tiTe  left,  after  the  embargo  was  wrested  from  us, 
and  I  had  no  choice  but  to  take  that  measure  to 
preserve  the  honor  of  the  nation.  It  is  a  curious 
circumstance  that  eentleinan  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House,  repeatedly  endeavored  to  convince  us 
and  the.  nation,  that  the  embargo  was  a  measure 
which  we  could  not  carry  into  effect;  that  it 
would  only  distress  ourselves  and  not  our  enemies, 
while  those  in  this  House  and  elsewhere  were 
taking  every  measure  in  their  power  to  defeat  its 
operation.  By  their  speeches  in  this  House,  they 
encouraged  Qreat  Britain  to  hold  out,  and  encour« 
aged  the  people  in  their  own  States  to  violate  the 
law.  I  do  not  say  such  was  their  intention,  but 
auch  undoubtedly  was  the  effect  of  their  acts.  I 
did  and  do  now  believe  that  the  embargo  was  the 
only  efficient  measure  within  the  reach  of  this 
nation,  to  enable  her  to  contend  with  the  Powers 
who  have  injured  us.  And,  I  believe,  if  we  had 
adhered  to  that  measure,  matters  would  have  been 
aettled  before  this  time.  There  is  uo  ground  on 
which  we  can  account  for  the  arrangement  of 
April,  with  Qreat  Britain,  but  from  the  effect 


which  the  embargo  had  upon  that  nation.    Gen- 
tlemen may  devise  what  reasons  they  please,  to 
show  that  it  proceeded  from  other  causes,  but  they 
cannot  convince  my  mind ;  and  I  am  convinced 
that,  if  the  Government  had  exerted  iueif,  and 
executed  the  law  when  they  were  able  to  do  it, 
we  should  have  had  an  end  of  our  troubles.  This 
being  my  opinion,  I  think  I  have  acted  a  consist- 
ent part.    I  have  ever  believed,  and  now  do  be- 
lieve, that  reffulating  commerce  is  the  only  way 
to  oblige  the  belligerents  to  do  us  just  ire.     As  to 
the  non-intercourse,  I  did  agree  to  it;  it  was  better 
than  nothing— it  was  not  submission.    What  are 
we  called  on  now  to  do?    To  vote  for  a  bill 
which  every  man  in  the  House  most  confess  to 
be  submission.    The  only  part  of  the  hill  of  any 
validity,  as  resistance,  was  taken  out  by  the  Sen- 
ate, and  we  are  now  called  upon  to  vote  for  the 
remainder.    Gentlemen  who  can  reconcile  it  to 
themselves  mav  so  vote.    My  vote  is  often  re- 
corded on  the  Journals  on  it;  and,  preserving  an 
uniformity  of  conduct,  I  shall  now  vote  to  adhere. 
And,  sir^  notwithstanding  what  has  been  said,  no 
great  mischief  can  result  from  adherence.  What 
will  be  the  effect  ?  That  the  non-interooarse  will 
continue  until  we  rise,  and  no  longer.    Shall  we 
disgrace^  ourselves,  and  contradict  all  the  votes 
we  have  given,  for  the  sake  of  avoiding  two  or 
three  weeks  continuance  of  the  law?    For  the 
sake  of  a  few  days  earlier  termination  of  the  law, 
shall  we  submit  by  statute?    Shall  we  not  only 
be  compelled  to  submit,  but  to  make  the  declara- 
tion ourselves?    Gentlemen  who  can  reconcile 
this,  may  vote  to  recede.    As  I  never  can  recon- 
cile it  to  myself,  nor  ever  will  do  an  act  wbick 
shall  disgrace  myself,  I  shall  vote  for  adherence. 
Mr.  McKbg  said  that  when  the  House  was  de- 
liberating on  the  sreat  and  essential  interests  oi 
the  nation,  they  should  take  into  consideration 
the  relative  situation  of  the  country  with  fiurope 
— for  a  measure  which  would  be  wise  in  one 
state  of  things  would  be  unwise  in  another.  The 
bill  under  consideration,  as  it  went  from  this 
House,  was  fitted  for  the  existing  state  of  things, 
and  not  a  state  of  things  existing  heretofore, 
when  measures  stronger  in  themselves  were  ne» 
cessary.    What,  askcS  Mr.  McK.,  was  the  state 
of  things  when  the  embargo  and  non-Intercourse 
laws  were  passed?    The  French  and  English 
decrees  and  orders  had  been  issued.    Under  them 
it  was  not  practicable  to  proceed  on  a  voyage  to 
Europe  without  being  liable  to  capture  or  coofis* 
cation.     What,  then,  was  left  for  Congress  to  do  ? 
Were  they  to  submit  to  this  state  of  things — to 
permit  a  foreign  nation  to  say  to  ua,  thus  far 
shall  you  proceed  in  the  exercise  of  your  natural 
rights,  and  no  further?    The  man  who  would 
have  submitted  to  this,  would,  if  he  had  figured 
between  1770  and  1776,  have  recognised  the  right 
of  Great  Britain  to  make  laws  of  sufficient  va- 
lidity to  bind  the  Colonies  in  all  cases  whatever. 
What,  then,  was  the  indispensable  duty  of  the 
United  States?    To  take  measures  to  protect 
commerce  in  some  way,  and  not  to  leave  Great 
Britain  and  France  to  wield  their  measures  as 
they  please.    Congress  then  laid  an  embargo,  the 
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ooJf  meuore  thejr  eoald  adopt,  for  the  interest  of 
the  coaotrf,  anlese  they  had  thought  proper  to 
^cq  haroe,  and  let  slip  the  dogs  of  war."  And 
what  is  the  state  of  things^  at  this  time  ?  Do 
the  British  orders  and  Frencn  decrees  remain  un- 
impaired? I  ask  gentlemen  to  look  to  it,  to  ex- 
amiae  our  sitaation,  and  they  will  find  an  essen- 
tial difference  between  oar  situation  to-day,  and 
when  the  embargo  was  laid ;  and  hence  the 
measure  passed  by  this  House,  early  in  the  ses- 
sioo,  and  now  returned  to  our  consideration,  was 
calcDJated  to  meet  the  present  state  of  our  for- 
eign relations.  It  would  have  been  inefficient  had 
the  state  of  things  now  been  the  same  as  it  was 
whea  the  embargo  was  laid ;  and  the  man  who 
wonid  hare  Toted  for  it  then  would  have  yielded 
tiie  rights  of  his  country,  for  there  would  have 
been  nothing  on  which  the  bill  eould  operate. 
Bat,  by  the  orders  in  Council,  of  April  last,  an 
eseotial  change  bad  been  made  in  the  British 
system.  That  part  which  exacted  a  transit  duty 
exists  DO  longer ;  and,  according  to  my  coneep- 
lioD,  that  part  of  the  Orders  in  Council  of  No- 
Tember,  1807,  which  regarded  the  capture  of  all 
Tessels  havine  certificates  of  origin  on  board,  as 
required  by  the  French  decrees^  exists  no  longer. 
lo  tbisl  may  be  mistaken,  but  it  is  the  construc- 
tion 1  give  to  the  orders  of  April  last.  If  I  am 
eonect  in  this,  the  commerce  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean and  the  Baltic  are  open  to  the  United  States, 
ind  our  situation  is  in  fact  as  advantageous  as  if 
Erskioe's  arrangement  had  been  carried  into  full 
effeet,  except  that  our  commerce  to  Holland  must 
be  carried  on  through  the  nei|[hboring  ports.  But 
the  Orders  in  Council  still  exist  in  principle ;  and 
DO  American  citizen,  feeling  it  his  right  to  navi- 
gate the  ocean  without  hindrance  or  molestation, 
can  submit  to  the  right  of  a  foreign  nation  to 
prescribe  limits  to  the  exercise  of  that  right.  If 
we  permit  Great  Britain  to  circumscribe  that 
right,  the  period  is  not  far  distant  when  she  will 
confine  you  to  your  own  ports  and  harbors.  It  is 
against  the  principle  I  contend  $  and  the  bill,  as 
if  passed  the  House,  presented  more  serious  prac- 
ticable opposition  to  it  than  any  measure  but  the 
embargo,  which,  I  have  shown,  was  calculated 
^or  a  particular  state  of  things,  which  has  now 
paaed  away. 

I  bare  heard,  sir,  not  in  this  House,  indeed,  a 
Toiame  of.  stuff  about  retaliation,  and  so  forth ; 
aod  liow  was  this  measure  to  be  retaliated  ?  Why, 
it  was  said  that  Great  Britain  would  stretch  out 
ber  long  arms,  and  sweep  our  commerce  from  the 
ocean.  While  I  believe  that^  in  her  present  situ- 
tion,  she  could  not  do  it,  I  will  observe  that  the 
same  argument  proves  too  much  if  it  proves  any- 
fbing,  and,  if  it  proves  too  much,  it  proves  noth- 
uig;  because  she  would,  if  so  disposed,  long  ago 
have  adopted  this  mode  of  retaliation  against  our 
present  system.  What  motive  has  Great  Britain 
lo  retaliate  this  measure  ?  Is  it  to  be  presumed 
tbatshe  would  act  against  her  interest?  Her 
conduct,  heretofore,  will  not  justify  such  an 
opinioD.  It  has  been  said  that  the  embargo  was 
^  efficient  measure.  I  believe  it  was,  and  that 
tbe  anangement  of  April  last  was  produced  by 


it ;  and  that  if  it  had  been  adhered  to,  that  ar- 
rangement would  have  been  carried  into  complete 
effect ;  and  this  belief  is  bottomed  upon  the  com- 
munications made  to  Congress  at  the  commence* 
ment  of  the  present  session ;  and  no  man  who 
will  permit  facts  to  have  their  proper  weight  on 
his  mind,  can  differ  from  me  in  opinion.  The 
moment  Great  Britain  had  retaliated  the  meas^ 
ure  now  under  consideration,  if  it  bad  been  adopt- 
ed, it  wpuld  have  operated  as  a  complete  embar- 
go, which  she  herself  would  carry  into  effect  |. 
and  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  Great  Britain  herself 
would  lay  an  embargo,  and  adopt  a  measure 
which  would  produce  destruction  to  her  own 
commerce  and  manufactures  ?  It  is  idle  and  ab- 
surd to  say  so. 

Sir,  there  is  something  in  this  business,  which 
I  do  not  like — something  which  does  not  please 
me— but,  perhaps,  it  is  not  proper  to  mention  it-* 
the  measure  is  taken  ;  the  Rubicon  is  passed, and 
it  is  only  left  for  the  House  to  decide  on  the  poor 
remnant  of  the  bill  left  us  by  the  Senate.  I  con- 
ceive that  the  House  cannot  strike  out  that  part 
of  the  bill,  which  the  Senate  have  disagreed  to, 
and  accept  of  the  balance  thereof,  unless  we 
agree  to  the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  make  laws 
to  regulate  our  commerce  on  the  ocean.  That  it 
is  a  right  belonging  to  the  United  States  to  navi- 
gate the  ocean  without  being  interrupted  by  the 
edicts  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  no  one  will 
deny ;  and  though  this  bill  be  called  a  weak  op- 
position to  the  decrees  and  orders,  I  believe  it 
was  never  rejected  by  the  Senate  for  its  weak- 
ness but  for  Its  strength.  Great  Britain  would 
have  felt  the  weight  of  it — how?  Does  not 
Great  Britain  owe  her  existence  to  her  manufac- 
tures ?  and  the  moment  she  ceases  to  find  a  mar- 
ket for  her  manufactures,  she  ceases  to  exist  as  a 
nation.  So  well  convinced  is  she  of  it,  that  she 
IS  sensibly  alive  to  every  measure  which  would 
lessen  our  dependence  on  her.  With  the  view 
to  obtain  a  market  for  her  produce  the  Orders  in 
Council  first  issued.  The  United  States  are  not 
only  purchasers  of  British  manufactures,  but  par- 
chase  a  considerable  proportion  for  exportation. 
One-third  of  the  manufactures  of  Britain,  now 
imported  into  the  United  States,  would,  under 
this  bill,  have  ceased  to  be  purchased.  This  was 
the  part  of  the  bill  which  was  objectionable.  Of 
this  I  have  not  conclusive  evidence,  but  I  have 
sufficient  to  satisfy  my  mind.  I  hope,  therefore, 
the  House  will  nut  agree  to  the  amendments  or 
the  Senate,  but  adhere. 

Mr.  Lyon  observed  that  the  question  now  under 
consideration  being  to  adhere  to  the  votes  given 
by  this  House,  disapprobating  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  before  us,  he  could  not  but 
consider  all  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  in  favor 
of  the  sections  stricken  out  by  the  Senate,  as 
thrown  away  in  favor  of  an  object  which  was 
passed  by  us.  If  the  Senate  had  not  taken  the 
stand  they  have,  by  a  conclusive  vote,  and  ffone 
too  far  to  recede,  and  gentlemen  could  set  their 
arguments  into  the  Senate,  possibly^  said  Mr.  L.) 
they  might  have  some  effect.  Having  voted  for 
the  bill,  as  it  went  to  the  Senate,  partly  because  I 
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have  a  liking  for  the  principle  of  a  navigation  act 
to  encourage  our  own  snip-owners  and  ship- 
builders ;  partly  because  gentlemen  were  willing 
to  adopt  it  as  a  substitute  for  their  dear,  darling 
•embargo,  the  semblance  of  which  they  seem  so 
'bewitchedly  loth  to  part  with.    Yet,  I  more  par- 
ticularly voted  for  it,  because  it  would  rid  the 
nation  of  the  relics  of  the  embargo,  which  has 
been  the  greatest  curse  to  this  country,  and  dis- 
.grace  to  its  inventors.     Although  it  has  driven 
-our  seamen  into  foreign  service;  ruined  thou- 
sands of  our  best  and  most  active  citizens  ;  im- 
ftoverished  the  great  mass  of  them ;  caused  mil- 
ions  of  disappointments  to  people  in  their  deal- 
ings ;  and  State  laws  to  be  passed,  legalizing  the 
most  cruel  and  ruinous  delays  in  payment : — Al- 
though it  has  taught  our  seafaring  men  the  art  of 
smuggling  and  false  swearing,  which  will  ever 
be  a  vexation  to  our  Government  in  the  col- 
lection of  our  revenue  .'—Although  the  embargo 
is  acknowledged  to  have  very  sensibly  affected 
the  morals  and  the  moral  character  of  the  nation ; 
to  have  emptied  an  overflowing  Treasury,  and  to 
have  created  divisions  and  political  animosities 
which  have  embarrassed  the  Government,  and 
reduced  the  power  of  the  ruling  party: — Although 
all  the  predictions  we  made  wnile  we  were  en- 
deavoring to  check  the  project  and  show  its  folly 
have  proved  true : — Although  gentlemen,  when 
they  and  the  world  see  the  failure  of  their  exper- 
iment, make  concessions  which  strip  them  of 
every  claim  to  political  sagacity ; — they  hug  to 
their  bosom  the  viper  that  has  stung  them,  and 
seem  determined  to  cling  to  the  poisonous  reptile 
until  the]r  can  be  indulged  in  changing  it  for  a 
pet,  (which,  however  little  related.)   they  are 
willing  to  receive  as  one  of  the  same  tamily.  The 
concessions  I  speak  of,  sir,  are  the  declarations  we 
hear  every  day  in  this  House ;  that  the  embargo 
gentlemen  had  believed  that  there  was  what  they 
called  virtue  enough  in  the  nation  to  abide  by  the 
embargo ;  that  there  was  what  they  called  patri- 
oti8.m  enough  in  their  opponents  to  aid  them  in 
their  proiect ;  and  that  the  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, which  they  themselves  wielded,  were  suf- 
ficient to  enforce  it.    These  declarations  and  the 
wailings  and  moanings  of  gentlemen,  are  the  con- 
cessions I  mean.     They  would  not  believe  us 
when  we  told  them  the  attribute,  or  the  thing 
they  called  virtue,  was  mere  monkish  self-flagel- 
latiou  and  debasement.    What  they  wished  to 
denominate  patriotism  roust  be  on  our  part  a  der- 
eliction of  our  own  characters,  which  our  opposi- 
tion to  their  folly  and  their  virulent  abuse  of  us 
made  it  necessary  to  defend.    As  to  the  acting 
powers  of  the  Government,  they  had  the  uncon- 
trolled management  of  them.    They  had  no  op- 
position from  us.    We  had  given  opinions  as 
guardians  of  the  people's  rights  which  we  were 
bound  to  defend.    We  did  no  more,  while  con- 
tumely and  the  most  virulent  abuse  was  heaped 
upon  us.    Is  it  not  unpardonable  folly  for  pro- 
fessed politicians,  after  they  have  caused  all  those 
/degradations,  losses,  and  humiliations  to  the  na- 
tion, to  be  now  telling  us  they  were  led  into  this 
aeries  of  blunders  by  their  own .  miscalculations 


of  the  powers  and  properties  every  man  who  has 
the  least  pretensions  to  the  character  of  a  politi- 
cian ought  to  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  1 
The  disappointed  embargo^  gentlemen,  by  their 
mournful  concessions,  are  telling  the  world  thti 
they  did  not  understand  human  nature,  the  char- 
acter, the  wishes,  the  wants,  the  habits,  and  ways 
of  the  American  people ;  their  relations  with 
the  world  we  live  in ;  the  proportion  of  itnport- 
ance  this  nation  sustains,  and  history  of  msD.as 
well  as  their  opponents  did.  Under  all  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  can  hear  gentlemen  with  patieDce 
spending  day  after  day  in  praising  each  other's 
wisdom,  ana  in  singing  hallelujahs  to  the  all- 
healing  powers  of  the  embargo,  if  they  will  con- 
trive to  do  so  without  calling  me  by  hard  names. 
Having,  as  1  say,  joined  with  gentlemen  in  send- 
ing this  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  having  lost  all 
hopes  of  ramming  it  down  their  throats,  and 
finding  it  to  be  assented  to,  on  all  hands,  that  the 
non-intercourse  law  must  die  at  the  end  of  the 
session,  and  that  it  is  also  assented  by  every  one. 
that  it  has  lowered  the  price  of  the  products  of 
our  country,  as  much  as  the  circuitous  voyavt 
unloading  and  reloading  costs,  I  cannot  hesiuu 
a  moment  in  giving  that  vote  which  will  go  to- 
ward its  instant  repeal. 

If  the  non-intercourse  law  continaestotheend 
of  the  session,  I  know  that  the  produce  of  the 
Western  country,  now  going  to  Orleans,  roost 
be  sold  there  at  the  non-intercourse  price.  If  the 
non-intercourse  law  is  now  repealed,  news  will 
reach  Orleans,  so  that  the  bulk  of  that  produce 
will  command  the  free-trade  price,  probablf  ten 
per  cent,  more,  perhaps  twenty;  this,  in  the  ag- 
gregate, would  be  an  important  sum  to  the  West- 
ern cointry ;  it  would  be  material  aid  to  my  im- 
mediate constituents.  And  why  will  gentlemen, 
in  the  Atlantic  States,  where  access  can  be  had 
to  their  ports,  at  all  seasons  in  the  year,  whose 
constituents  are  not  so  much  affected  by  the  de- 
lay, gentlemen  who  can  give  no  reasons  for  that 
delay  which  is  so  injurious  to  us,  insist  upon  it! 
In  this  case,  we  are  told,  wait  a  little  looger— 
some  good  may  come  by  waiting.  We  are  told 
this,  too,  much  in  the  same  confidential  tone,  we 
have  been  a  thousand  times  told,  that  in  two 
months  more,  and  two  months  more,  the  embargo 
would  reduce  the  belligerent  Powers  in  Europe 
to  our  will,  and  cure  every  evil  complained  of. 
Two  montns  was  the  time  at  first,  two  months 
was  the  time  at  the  passage  of  every  supplement 
or  new  embargo  law.  Two  months  was  the 
word,  until  the  nation  had  groaned  under  its 
pressure  fifteen  months — until  some  parts  of  the 
nation  were  about  to  cast  it  from  them  with  vio- 
lence. At  that  time,  some  of  the  votaries  of  this 
delusion  begged  for  another  two  months,  and 
some  yet  cry  out  two  months  more  would  bare 
healed  all.  I  do  not  like  this  work  of  crimination 
and  recrimination ;  but,  when  gentlemen  ia  their 
farrago  of  gratulation  to  each  other  on  their  wis- 
dom,  and  of  their  wise  measures,  call  my  loyalty 
to  this  nation  in  question,  as  was  done  by  my 
colleague,  (Mr.  McKee,)  in  his  declaration,  that 
the  man  who  would  not  acquiesce  and  give  his 
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assent  to  the  all-healioff  embargo  system,  would 
Dot  hare  opposed  the  declaration  of  the  British 
Parliament^  which  said  that  they  had  a  right  to 
bind  Americans  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  I  cannot 
fail  to  be  roased.    I  lived  in  those  days  that  young 
ffentleman  has  read  of.  I  never  had  a  drop  of  tory 
blood  in  my  veins.    I  have  unceasingly  opposea, 
with  all  the  powers  of  my  mind*  and  body,  the 
declaration  he  speaks  of— I  do  so  to  this  day. 
While  I,  with  envy,  see  the  power  of  Britain  on 
the  seas,  I  never  will  admit  she  has  any  more 
rights  there  by  nature  than  we.    No  man  in  this 
nation  would  more  readily  consent  to  a  contest 
for  the  ocean  with  Britain  than  myself,  were 
there  a  prospect  of  success ;  perhaps  I  possess  this 
feeling  to  a  blameable  extreme.    1  hope  I  see  as 
clearly,  and  value  the  rights  of  this  nation  as 
highly  as  any  man  that  exists;  but  I  am  not  so 
enthasiastic  on  this  subject  as  to  blend  my  ideas 
of  those  rights  with  my  ideas  of  our  national 
nower.    If  seems  to  me  as  if  some  gentlemen 
bad  so  confounded  things  as  to  form  an  idea  that 
a  great  deal  of  right  with  a  small  share  of  mizht 
or  power- — ^the  whole  of  both  compounded — 
amoanting  to  a  given  quantity,  would  answer  just 
as  good  a  purpose  as  a  large  and  sufficient  share 
of  power  added  to  right,  just  enough  to  make  Up 
the  compound  to  the  same  given  quantity.    For 
my  part,  I  have  not  become  so  far  a  convert  to 
this  kind  of  togic,  as  to  tell  my  neighbor  to  go  to 
law,  merely  because  he  has  the  right  of  the  case 
on  bis  side.    No,  sir,  I  advise  him  to  wait  until 
there  is  a  prospect  of  gaining  the  cause.    This 
world,  I  find,  is  so  constituted,  that  mi^ht  often 
orercomes  right    It  is  true,  that  right  gives  men 
courage;  right  and  courage  united  work  wonders. 
Yet,  both  are  not  to  be  relied  on,  where  physical 
force  is  to  be  brought  into  action  at  the  rate  of 
one  against  forty.    Because  I  am  not  willing  to 
enter  into  a  duixotic  war,  which  is  really  so  for 
vant  of  an  instrument,  I  think  necessary,  com- 
monly  called  power,  and  because  I  have  been  op- 
posed to  certain  power-destroying  projects,  I  am 
charged  with  a  disposition  to  submit,  and  that  by 
men  who  ran  from  and  gave  up  the  whole  ocean  on 
the  appearance  of  being  threatened  to  be  deprived 
of  the  free  and  uncontrolled  use  of  apart  of  it. 

Nerer  was  a  word  more  inappropriate  than  the 
word  "submit,"  when  it  was  introduced  into  this 
House  last  year,  at  the  end  of  a  long  string  of 
unmeaiiiDg  words.  I  could  see  no  use  or  sense 
in  the  jargonic  report  to  which  this  emphatic 
word  was  so  prominently  affixed.  I  would  not 
▼ote,  sir.  I  could  not  deign  to  answer  a  question 
I  considered  extremely  impertinent,  and,  in  our 
circumstances,  highlv  impolitic.  The  under- 
standing of  the  world  on  these  subjects,  is,  that 
blows  immediately  follow  such  langua|[e.  With- 
out an  authorization  of  immediate  hostilities,  we 
oQght,  like  a  man  of  honor,  to  have  kept  the  idea 
of  sabmi.ssion  far  away  from  our  mouths,  at 
least  J  but,  in  this  war  of  words,  gentlemen  some- 
times blunder  on  the  word  of  all  others  they 
ought  most  studiously  to  have  avoided.  When 
a  thunder  shower  overtakes  me  on  the  road,  and 
wets  me  to  the  skin,  do  I  go  home  bawling  about 


submission,  and  tell  the  people  that  I  have  sub- 
mitted to  be  rained  on ;  do  I  work  myself  into  a 
rage,  and  make  a  solemn  declaration  to  the  world 
that  I  will  no  longer  submit  to  be  rained  on  when 
I  go  abroad  ?  There  is  some  similarity  in  the 
two  cases.  If  a  Power,  out  of  the  reach  of  our 
control,  from  what  cause  soever,  affects  our  inter- 
ests disagreeably,  until  we  h%ve  power  to  correct 
that  offending  Power,  we  ought  to  depend  on  Ihe 
exercise  of  our  wisdom  ;  we  should  never  make 
our  case  worse  than  it  is,  by  crying  out  that  our 
all  is  in  danger ;  we  should  stuay  circumspection 
in  all  our  movements,  always  cultivating  the 
germ  of  our  own  power,  which  has  taken  deep 
root,  and  taking,  as  a  (Government,  and  sufferiog 
our  fellow-citizens  to  take,  advantage  of  every 
favorable  circuAistance,  every  incident,  until  we 
can  say  with  solemn  seriousness  and  effective  ac- 
tion that  we  will  not  submit.  We  have  too  long 
been  doing  otherwise ;  an  infatuated  policy  has 
prevailed;  which  is  administering  poison  to  this 
germ  of  power,  a  plant  my  heart  wishes  to  see 
nourished.  Against  my  will  ihe  nation  has  been 
weakening  as  fast  as  political  degeneracy  can 
weaken  a  nation,  blessed  with  the  natural  re- 
sources of  our  country. 

Before  I  sit  down.  I  must  take  the  liberty  of 
asking  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  talks 
about  the  fluctuation  of  prices  of  American  pro- 
duce in  Europe,  whether  this  fluctuation  operates 
in  favor  of  the  American  grower  of  the  produce, 
and  the  fair-deal fng  exporter,  or  in  favor  of  those 
persons,  called  the  dregs  of  society,  the  speculat- 
ing law  breakers ;  he  will  find  that  the  fluctua- 
tions are  owing  to  the  changeable  appearance  of 
the  prospects  of  intercourse  with  this  country, 
founded  on  the  various  and  changing  expecta- 
tions of  the  course  our  Gk)vernment  will  pursue, 
and  that  the  speculating  law  breakers  are  the 
ffainers.    Let  commerce  take  its  course  in  the 
hands  of  men  so  enterprising  and  managing  as 
the  American  merchants,  ship-owners,  and  sea- 
farina  men  are,  it  will  find  markets.    They  have 
found  sale  for  American  produce,  and  good  re- 
turns from  places  wholly  unknown  to  Salmon 
and  the  geographers  that  went  before  him.    One 
word  of  advice  to  my  colleague.  (Mr.  McKbe,) 
and  I  have  done.    I  beg  the  gentleman,  before  he 
undertakes  to  say  again,  on  tliis  floor,  that  Amer- 
ican vessels  were  totally  prohibited  the  ocean  and 
the  rest  of  the  world,  and  that  they  had  no  place 
to  go  to  in  safety,  to  acquaint  himself  with  the 
great  number  of  vessels,  which,  by  special  per- 
mits from  this  Government,  (not  by  permits  from 
foreign  Governments,)  sailed  out  of  our  ports, 
and  made  profitable  voyages,  more  so  than  at  any 
mother  time.    Let  him  inquire,  and  he  will  find 
that,  at  no  time  in  our  history,  did  our  vessels 
navigate  with  more  safety.    I  wish  him  to  con- 
sider how  his  assertions  tally  with  the  reports  we 
have  of  the  immense  number  of  embargo  break- 
ers who  had  inade  fortunes.  A  like  inquiry  would 
convince  him  that  more  than  one-third  of  our 
vessels,  trading  to  foreign  countries,  were  out  at 
the  time  of  lay  ins  the  embargo,  and  that  they 
I  seldom  met  with  less  disaaters. 
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Mr.  SHEFFDTsaid  thatjiothing  but  the  apparent 
iaconsisteocy  of  the  vote  he  was  about  to  give 
could  induce  him  now  to  trouble  the  House* 
The  question  now  propounded  to  the  House  is, 
Shall  we  pass  the  bill,  or  shall  it  fall?  It  will 
be  recollected,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  I  have  heretofore 
voted  for  the  bill  throughout,  and,  also,  to  insist 
on  our  diiaffreement  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate,  under  the  impression  that  a  conference 
might  produce  an  amicable  result,  and  effect  the 
purposes  of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature.  A 
conference  has  been  had;  that  conference  has 
not  produced  any  favorable  result,  and  the  Senate 
have  adhered.  The  question  is,  Shall  the  bill  fall, 
or  shall  we  take  it  as  the  Senate  have  amended 
it?  I  shall  vote  to  recede,  not  because!  particu- 
larly like  the  bill  as  it  is,  but  because  it  is  the 
least  of  the  two  evils.  As  the  bill  went  from 
this  House,  it  contained  three  propositions:  1st. 
Interdicting  the  public  armed  vessels  of  Great 
Britain  and  France  from  entering  our  waters; 
2d.  Interdictory  commercial  provisions ;  3d.  The 
repeal  of  the  non-intercourse.  No  one  consid- 
ered either  of  the  two  first  as  containing  coer- 
cive principles,  but  as  a  kind  of  policy  proper  to 
be  pursued  on  account  of  the  injuries  w«  have 
received  from  both  belligerents  for  severa(  years 
past.  No  one  supposed  that  the  exclusion  of  tea 
or  twenty  thousand  tons  of  her  shipping  would 
be  a  consideration  with  the  navigating  interest  of 
Great  Britain,  but  it  was  thought  by  the  friends 
of  the  bill  to  be  due  to  the  Atnerican  character — 
to  a  sense  of  dignity  and  propriety-^in  this  shape, 
to  enter  a  kind  of  protest  agi^st  her  proceedings! 
She  has  done  us  much  injury,  and  no  favor ;  and, 
therefore,  we  would  have  adopted  a  measure 
which  we  would  not  otherwise  have  done. 

The  Senate  have  struck  the  interdictory  com* 
mtrciai  clauses  from  the  bill  ?  What  is  the  con- 
sequence ?  Is  the  dignity  of  the  nation  better 
sup[)orted  by  putting  this  bill  to  sleep  than  by 
passing  a  portion  of  it?  We  have  not,  as  before, 
a  double  protest  in  the  bill  as  amended  by  the 
Senate,  but  still,  a  protest  against  the  injustice 
of  the  belligerents  is  contained  in  the  first  and 
seoond  sections  of  the  bill.  Is  it  more  submission 
to  repeal  the  non-intercourse  and  ezolude  British 
armed  vessels  from  our  ports,  than  to  suffer  the 
non-intercourse  to  expire  at  the  adjournment  of 
Congress?  I  cannot  discover  it.  I  conceive  the 
bill  still  contains  a  kind  of  protest — ^a  provision 
which  shows  our  objection  to  their  illegal  pro- 
ceedings. If  nothing  of  this  kind  be  done,  and 
the  non-intercourse  is  sufiered  to  expire,  we  shall 
be  precisely  in  the  state  where  the  embargo  found 
us.  We  shall  have  neither  directly  nor  indirectly 
protested,  having  withdrawn  everything  like  op- 
position to  the  orders  and  decrees^ 

With  respect  to  ourselves,  will  we  not  be  in  a 
better  situation  by  taking  the  bill  as  it  came  from 
the  Senate  than  by  rejecting  it  entirely?  There 
is  hardly  a  gentleman,  acquainted  with  the  inter- 
ests of  the  country,  who  pretends  to  support  the 
non-intercourse  as  a  measure  of  expediency.  It 
has  tended  to  demoralize  the  country,  and  to 
throw  wealth  and  opolence  into  the  hands  of  the  ^ 


dishonest.  What  is  its  effects  on  the  agricaharist, 
as  w-ell  as  the  merchant  ?  The  moment  you  tffect 
the  one  of  these,  you  affect  the  other.  Either  t 
trade  is  carried  on  directly  to  the  belligereDU 
against  the  law,  or  indirectly,  through  iDternw- 
diate  ports.  If  directly,  there  is  a  hazard,  be* 
cause  the  vessel  and  cargo  are  liable  to  cod6sci« 
tion,  and  every  one  who  carries  it  on  mast  har« 
a  premium  for  his  hazard.  Suppose  the  trade 
be  indirect,  which  is  the  course  the  honest  capi- 
talist will  pursue  ?  He  will  take  our  produce  lo 
Amelia  island,  or  Madeira,  or  some  other  entre- 
pot, where  it  must  be  reshipped,  with  heary 
duties  and  expenses.  Can  any  gentlemaa  saf 
that  this  course  of  things  will  promote  the  io« 
terests  of  the  country  when  it  is  throwiog  ibe 
burden  of  the  system  on  his  own  constitaenul 
I  have  no  idea  of  supporting  our  honor  io  thii 
way—by  throwing  the  emoluments  of  our  Da?i- 
gation  into  the  hands  of  the  nation  who  has  io* 
jo  red  you. 

Does  the  non-intercourse  affect  Great  Britaio  ? 
Is  she  not  as  plentifully  and  as  cheaply  supplied 
with  raw  materiab  as  she  has  been  at  any  other 
time  ?  Gentlemen  need  not  to  take  my  aesertioo, 
but  refer  to  the  prices  current  in  Liverpool  of 
American  products.  They  will  there  find  that  at 
the  present  time  of  suspension  of  the  non-inter- 
course, they  are  supplied  at  a  much  cheaper  rate 
than  before  the  embargo.  To  attempt  to  coeree 
Great  Britain  by  withholding  supplies  by  the  dob- 
intercourse  system  is  visionary.  Are  her  maau- 
factores  scarce  in  this  countrv  ?  Can  the  law 
produce  any  possible  efiisct  in  this  respect  ?  Cer- 
tainly not,  sir.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
tells  you  that  the  non-intercourse  is  a  visiouary 

Ehantom ;  that  it  is  not  enforced,  and  cannot  be ; 
ut  the  hazard  of  introducing  foreign  goods  ope- 
rates as  a  bounty  to  fraud.  Is  it  then  valuable  to 
retain  this  law?  Is  it  not  oor  duty,  as  soon  as 
possible,  to  get  rid  of  it? 

I  shall  vote  against  adhering — and  why  ?  The 
bill,  as  it  went  from  this  House.  I  conceived  to 
be  calculated  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  coun- 
trv, and  to  preserve  a  protest  agai.nst  the  conduct 
or  the  belligerents.  As  returned  from  the  Sen- 
ate, it  still  preserveaa  protest.  It  is  not  coercire, 
bat  it  is  not  that  submission  of  which  gentlemen 
speak.  I  can  get  nothing  better ;  and,  if  I  can- 
not obtain  all  my  objects,  it  is  no  reason  why  I 
should  not  vote  for  part  of  what  I  want.  I  hare 
heard  mueh  said  about  submission  in  voting  to 
recede.  How  is  it  submission  ?  By  voting  for 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  you  get  clear  of 
the  non-intercourse  law,  which  is  operating  on  us 
so  injuriouslv,  and  exclude  from  our  waters  the 
armed  vessels  of  the  belligerents,  those  instru- 
ments of  arbitrary  power  which  injure  our  com- 
merce and  violate  our  rights.  To  declare  that 
they  shall  not  come  here,  it  seems  is  submission. 
To  sufier  them  to  fit  out  and  rendezvous  in  our 
harbors  is  not  submission^  but  to  prevent  them 
from  so  doing  is  submission.  With  respect  to 
submission,  sir,  I  have  an  entirely  different  opin- 
ion from  some  gentlemen.  It  is  not  a  very  hon- 
orable thing  to  make  a  great  parade  when  we 
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mean  to  do  nothing ;  to  talk  aboat  fighting  when 
we  caoDot  erinee  our  real  aentiinieBts  by  the 
employmtot  of  force.  I  do  not  consider  it  sub^ 
oissioQ  at  all  to  pursue  our  interest,  which  is 
clearly  inrolred  in  the  parage  of  the  bill. 

I  make  these  obsenrations  that  I.  may  not  be 
nisuDdentood  as  abandoning:  the  grounds  I  have 
l)erore  taken.  I  would  still  take  the  bill  as  it 
passed  this  House,  rather  than  in  its  present 
(bape;  bat,  not  being  able  to  obtain  all,  I  am 
irilllDg  to  take  a  part  of  it.  If  I  could  not  obtain 
(be  three  objects  embraced  in  the  bill,  I  would 
take  two  of  them,  because  I  belieTe  the  interest 
of  the  people  requires  such  a  course.  It  is  impor- 
tant that  we  should  now  act  on  the  sabject,  or 
ve  shall  injure  our  country  by  preventing  the  en- 
terprise of  Qur  merchants  from  taking  advantage 
of  the  present  state  of  thinga. 

Mr.  McKiai  rose  to  sneak  in  favor  of  adhering. 
He  regretted  ezceediagly  that  from  want  of  habit 
in  pablic  speakioff,  and  from  the  much  that  had 
bera  said,  he  could  throw  but  little  light  on  the 
subject;  but,  under  the  idea  that  erroneous  opin- 
ioQs  btti  been  taken  up  by  some  gentlemen,  he 
said  be  felt  it  his  duty  to  say  a  few  words.  It  had 
been  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Tkodp)  that  the  Don*intercourae  waa  the  means 
of  restraining  our  citizens  to  the  great  injury  of 
their  interest.  I  contend,  said  Mr.  McK.,  that  it 
is  tbe  restrictions  of  the  European  Powers  that 
bare  broken  up  our  commerce.  We  have  been 
ibnt  oat  of  Europe,  which  is  the  centre  of  the 
eomfflerce  of  the  world.  There  is  no  part  of  that 
toQDtrjr  which  consumes,  exclusively  the  excess 
of  oor  commerce  but  the  continent  of  Europe; 
Md  we  are  permitted  only  to  go  to  the  Northern 
pirt  of  Europe,  where  they  do  not  want  our  pro- 
^oets,  where  they  raise  the  same  articles  as  our- 
Klres;  and,  till  these  restrictions  are  removed,  it 
is  Dot  material  whether  the  non-intercourse  exist 
or  not.  But  I  am  for  getting  rid  of  it,  because 
its  operation  is  partial,  operating  injoriouily  on 
tile  upright  part  of  the  community.  Conformably 
to  this  idea,  I  voted  for  a  bill  for  this  purpose, 
vbichio  my  opinion  waa  the  most  rational  mea- 
nre  that  could  have  been  adopted  to  repeal  the 
Boa-intereoarse  law.  This  bill  was  sent  on  to  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature ;  and  if  they  have 
aot  accepted  it,  it  is  no  longer  my  fault  if  the  cit- 
izens of  America  suffer,  under  the  non*intercourse 
aw.  No  ohiect  is  to  be  gained  by  a  hasty  repeal 
of  it.  Gentlemen  are  mistaken  when  they  in- 
dalgeihe  idea  that  our  products  will  be  enhanced 
^  ralae  by  a  repeal  of  the  non-intereourae.  It- 
^Y  gi^e  a  momentary  elevation  to  prices ;  but 
vbeo  the  result  of  the  nrst'voyage  is  known,  they 
^ili  be  lower  than  they  are  now.  I  voted  for 
postpooement,  as  I  thought  we  had  better  have 
^ited  for  information  from  Europe;  but  as  that 
waanegatired,  I  shall  vote  to  adhere  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Maoom  said  he  should  vote  to  adhere.  As 
tbe  bill  went  from  the  House,  it  contained  an 
eqQal  meaaure  to  both  belligerents;  but  it  was 
Bot  so  now.  France,  he  said,  nad  now  no  Amer- 
ican dominion^  and  her  vessels  of  war  could  not 
come  into  iheae  seas.    The  interdiction  of  armed 


vessels  from  our  waters  would  have  no  effect 
upon  France,  while  it  unquestionably  would  upon 
England.  This  would  be  the  natural  operation 
of  the  bill.  The  course  pursued  heretofore  by 
this  Government  had  been  with  a  view  to  main- 
tain a  perfect  neutrality.  The  bill  was  a  departure 
from  that  principle;  and  it  had  better  fail  than 
that  we  should  depart  from  that  system  of  impar- 
tiality which  had  so  long  prevailed  in  the  nation. 
If  the  protest  in  the  bill  was  equally  strong  in  re- 
lation to  both  belligerents,  as  it  was  in  the  original 
bill,  tbe  objections  to  receding  would  not  in  his 
mind  have  been  half  as  great  as  they  are;  butthe 
impartiality  of  it  wasentirelj  destroyed, 

Mr.  Fi8K. — Mr.  Speaker^.it  is  with  reluctance 
that  I  rise  again  to  address  the  House  upon  any 
question  concerning  this  bill — ^abill  which  has  been 
so  long  and  so  often  before  the  House,  and  so 
much  discussed,  that  but  few^  if  any  gentlemen^ 
present,  are  not  prepared  to  give  a  final  vote  upon 
It.  But  it  is  with  some  surprise,  that  I  hear  geo- 
tleraen  declaring  that  thev  now  entertain  a  dif- 
ferent opinion  upon  this  subject,  from  what  they 
have  heretofore  expressed.  To  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  who  have  uniformly  op- 
posed the  embargo  and  non-intercourse  acts,  as  a 
system  of  commercial  restrictions,  operatinsf  only 
upon  the  American  people,  I  say  nothing*  They» 
in  voting  to  get  rid  of  them,  can  at  least  plead  tbe 
merit  of  consistency  in  their  votes.  But,  of  gen- 
tlemen who  have  been  the  authors  and  advocates 
of  these  measures  till  this  time,  I  would  inquire 
why  are  they  now  to  be  abandoned  without  any 
subsiitute  or  system  ?  Have  the  great  objects  for 
which  they  were  adopted  been  obtained  f  Have 
the  belligerents  ceased  in  any  considerable  degree 
to  violate  your  neutral  rights,  to  depredate  upon 
the  property  of  your  citizens  1  Are  their  decrees 
and  oroers)  which  have  been  considered  in  this 
House  so  obnoxious,  rescinded?  No;  the  sys- 
tem of  tbe  belligerents  remains  unchanged,  but 
we,  impatient  to  risk  our  property  again  in  their 
power,  anxious  for  a  profitable  market,  are  about 
to  give  up  all  pretence  of  resistance  to  their  ag- 
gressions, by  receding  from  our  vote  of  adherence, 
and  agreeing  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  ! 

Is  it  expected  that  the  American  people,  after 
the  spirit  of  patriotism  and  independence  they 
have  manifested  in  submitting  to  the  embargo 
and  non- intercourse  acts,  will  now  be  willing  to 
sucoomb  to  either  England  or  France?  No,  sir. 
And  when  gentlemen  who  passed  these  laws, 
now  discover  so  much  impatience  to  repeal  them« 
and  there  stop,  I  would  ask  them  for  some  ar- 
guments to  satisfy  the  people,  to  offer  to  my  con- 
stituents, for  this  going  back  polioy-^this  retro- 
grade legislation.  If  we  want  spirit  to  resist  or 
resent  the  injuries  and  insults  we  have  received, 
let  us  avow  it,  that  our  moderation  may  be  known 
to  all  men,  or  at  least  to  those  who  have  sent  ua 
here.  If  the  non-intercourse  is  now  to  be  repealed, 
for  the  purpose  of  finding  a  market,  let  us  declare 
it,  and  tell  the  merchants  we  have  done  wrong  in 
restraining  them  so  long,  from  the  profits  of  the 
voyage.  If  we  cannot,  or  will  not.  protect  our 
foreign  commerce,  let  the  merchants  know  then 
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are  not  to  expect  any  assistance.  But  let  ns  go 
farther  than  bareljr  to  repeal  this  law:  let  the 
work  of  repeal  proceed,  and  take  off  your  discrim- 
inating tonnage  duties,  open  your  ports  to  the 
vessels  of  everv  nation  upon  equal  terms.  If  we 
cannot  go  to  the  purchaser  and  consumer  of  our 
produce,  let  them  come  here  upon  the  most  fa- 
vorable terms,  and  thus  create  a  competition  in 
our  own  market,  which  will  be  advantageous  to 
the  grower  and  to  the  farmer ;  reduce  the  Army, 
and  retrench  the  expenses  of  the  Navy.  Let  us 
have  some  fixed  course,  something  upon  which 
the  people  of  this  country  may  calculate  will  en- 
dure longer  than  from  the  meeting  to  the  adjourn- 
ment of  a  session  of  Congress.  Say  that  you 
will  have  some  system,  if  it  be  a  receding,  submis- 
sive, terrapin  system.  A  fluctuant,  irresolute, 
uncertain  course  of  legislation,  is,  of  all  others,  the 
most  riuinous.  It  carries  disappointment  and  dis- 
tress to  every  class  of  the  people,  and  to  every 
•  quarter  of  the  country. 

In  the  early  part  of  th^  session  I  was  willing 
to  have  repealed  the  non-intercourse,  upon  the 
terms  and  under  the  limitations  contained  in  this 
bill  as  it  [Hissed  from  this  House,  and  accordingly 
voted  for  it,  under  the  impression  that  the  advices 
we  might  during  the  present  session  receive  from 
Europe,  would  enable  Congress  to  fix  upon  a 
peace  or  war  system.  It  was  my  belief  that  the 
Dili  would  have  been  viewed  in  the  other  House 
as  it  had  been  here,  and  that  it  would  have  passed 
that  branch  of  the  Legislature  without  deuiy,  or 
material  amendment.  But  I  have  been  mistaken, 
and  am  still  unable  to  account  for  the  course  it 
has  taken  in  the  other  House.  Having  had  the 
honor  to  be  a  member  of  the  committee  of  con- 
ference, tind  to  meet  a  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate,  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  the  opinion 
of  the  two  Houses  upon  this  bill,  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  state  why  an  agreement  has  not  been 
the  result  of  the  conference. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  this  House  were  determined  to  have  nothing 
but  the  bill  in  its  original  form,  that  they  would 
not  agree  to  any  modification.  This  assertion, 
sir,  is  untrue,  let  who  will  make  it.  As  a  mem- 
ber of  that  committee,  I  was  disposed  to  yield  to 
any  arguments  which  would  justify  it,  and  this 
disposition  was  manifested  by  every  member  of 
your  committee.  We  were  Q.ot  so  tenacious  of 
the  provisions  of  the  bill,  as  to  insist  on  them  in 
preference  to  any  and  every  other ;  if  those  were 
shown  to  be  improper  they  would  have  been  aban- 
doned with  or  without  a  substitute.  But  as  the 
Senate  had  the  bill  before  them,  and  had  requested 
a  conference,  the  very  forms  of  parliamentary 
proceedings  authorized  your  committee  to  expect 
that  the  committee  from  the  Senate  would  assign 
some  substantial  reasons  for  their  ai^endments,  or 
be  willing  to  agree  to  some  modification  of  the 
bill.  The  arguments  of  that  committee,  advanced 
by  one  of  its  members,  for  striking  out  the  several 
sections  of  the  bill,  were — that  the  bill  as  it  passed 
the  House  was  submission  to  the  orders  and  de- 
crees of  the  belligerents,  concealed  under  a  show 
of  commercial  regulations,  and  the  Senate  had 


done  no  more  than  to  tear  the  veil  from  it.  Their 
next  argument  seemed  to  answer  and  refute  tbe 
first ;  it  was  urged  that  if  Great  Britain  shoold  re- 
taliate our  own  system  and  exclude  oar  ?es$e]s 
from  her  ports,  it  would  produce  a  complete ood- 
intercourse  between  the  two  countries.  Another 
argument  for  striking  out  the  obnoxious  sections 
was,  that  we  were  unable  to  carry  on  a  commet- 
cial  warfare  with  England';  that  it  required  us 
three  months  to  make  a  law  which  she  coold 
countervail  with  a  single  dash  of  the  pen.  Tbeo 
it  was  said,  that  an  embargo  or  non-importation 
act  were  the  only  measures  by  which  we  could 
affect  her.  This  reasoning,  so  directly  at  wtr 
with  itself,  however  it  may  nave  excited  the  as- 
tonishment of  your  committee,  did  not  prodaee 
a  conviction  that  it  was  their  duty  to  accede  to 
the  amendments  of  the  other  House. 

After  objecting  to  the  bill  as  a  weak  sabmissif e 
measure  for  repealing  the  non-intercourse,  why 
strike  out  every  other  and  material  part  of  it  but 
this  repealing  clause  ?  Because  it  is  not  submis- 
sion, because  Buffland  may  feel  its  provisions  and 
retaliate  and  produce  a  state  of  things,  which  gen- 
tlemen admit  she  would  be  very  unwilling  to 
bring  about  and  very  unable  to  support,  a  non-in- 
tercourse. And  yet  gentlemen  say,  an  embargo 
is  the  only  measure  which  will  affect  her.  And 
do  gentlemen  pretend,  that  they  are  willing  to 
resist  her  aggressions,  and  oppose  the  only  mea- 
sure they  consider  resistance  7  No,  sir,  they  tell 
us  something  more  easily  to  be  understood  when 
they  say,  that  we  are  unable  to  carry  on  a  com* 
mercial  contest  with  her.  This  is  a  very  modem 
doctrine,  and  proves  rather  the  wishes  of  those 
who  preach  it^  than  the  correctness  of  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  it  is  founded.  And  had  those 
who  avow  it  now  have  declared  it  a  few  years 
ago,  it  might  have  saved  much  of  this  sort  of  con- 
test and  led  to  something  more  effectual. 

To  obviate  the  objection  that  our  vessels  would 
be  liable  to  forfeiture  in  British  and  French  ports, 
for  excluding  British  and  French  vessels  from 
our  porta,  under  penalty  of  forfeiture,  your  com- 
mittee proposed  so  to  modify  the  bill  as  to  admit 
British  and  French  ships  to  come  here  with  Brit- 
ish and  French  articles  of  merchandise.  Bat 
this  was  promptly  rejected  by  the  committee  from 
the  Senate. 

That  committee  was  then  requested  to  offer 
some  proposition  upon  which  the  committee  from 
each  House  might  agree — and  your  committee 
were  presented  with  a  proposition  of  so  general 
a  nature  that  it  might  mean  literally  everything. 
but  practically  nothing.  It  proposed  '^author- 
*  izinff  the  President,  under  his  instructions  made 
'  conformably  to  the  laws  of  nations,  to  ffrant  con- 
^  voy .  to  merchant  ships  laden  with  American 
^  property.*'  This  it  was  said  was  taking  a  respect- 
able, independent  attitude,  one  that  would  be  hon- 
orable to  the  nation.  Could  your  committee 
have  viewed  it  in  this  light  they  would  readily 
have  acceded  to  it.  But  to  the  minds  of  your 
committee  it  presented  nothing  but  a  new  source 
of  difficulty  to  our  present  commercial  embar- 
rassments. 
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Bot  a  very  saperfluous  aeqnaiQtance  with  the 
laws  of  nations,  will  teach  any  one  that  conroy 
is  not,  nor  ever  has  been  reffolated  by  any  ^neral 
and  well  settled  rule^  which  has  been  at  any  time 
recognised  by  maritime  nations,  as  a  rule  of  con- 
dnct.  Eogland  claims  the  right  of  searching  all 
Tessels  for  enemy's  property  or  con trabana  ar- 
ticles. And  her  Courts  of  Admiralty  have  deci- 
ded;  esoecially  in  the  well  known  case  of  the 
Swedish  convoy,  that  resistance  to  what  they 
term  the  right  of  search,  is  good  cause  of  capture 
and  condemnation.  France  resists  this  doctrine. 
Rossia  and  the  Northern  Powers  bare,  ever  since 
the  famous  armed  neutrality,  contended  for  the 
priocipJe  that  free  ships  make  free  goods  ;  and 
the  writers  upon  the  laws  of  nations,  particularly 
Vaitdy  asser^  that  belligerents  have  the  right  to 
pre  rent  neutrals  trading  with  the  enemy  in  con- 
irabaod  articles,  and  that  this  right  confers  the 
power  of  enforcing  it,  by  ascertaining  the  nature 
of  the  cargo,  whicn  cannot  be  done  in  any  man- 
ner so  effectually  as  by  search.  Although  France 
and  the  Northern  Powers  have  resisted  the  claim 
to  search,  as  a  claim  not  warranted  by  any  other 
than  the  conventional  law  of  those  Powers  who 
had  settled  it  by  treaty ;  yet  America  has  never 
et  resisted  this  claim,  but  has  admitted  it  in  all 
er  commercial  treaties  with  the  European 
Powers, 

Then,  sir,  what  does  this  new  section  propose? 
To  authorize  the  President  to  do  what  is  impos- 
sible for  him  to  do.  To  issae  instructions  for 
eooToying  according  to  the  laws  of  nations,  when 
BatioDs  acknowledge  no  law  upon  this  su^ect. 
The  President  is  required  to  conform  to  a  rule 
which  is  no  where  to  be  found.  It  proposed  pla- 
ein?  the  Executive  upon  the  bed  of  Procrustes. 
If  his  instructions  permitted  the  convoy  to  be 
searched,  and  carried  into  port  for  further  proof, 
ibe  President  alone  is  to  be  responsible  for  the 
consequences.  If  search  were  to  be  prohibited 
and  resisted,  and  capture  and  condemnation  be 
the  result,  the  President  is  to  be  responsible.  If 
this  nation  will  protect  commerce  by  convoy,  let 
the  rule  and  reffolations  under  wnich  convoy 
ihall  sail,  be  settled  by  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
and  let  the  Congress  pledge  the  resources  of  the 
nation  to  enforce  the  rule  which  we  may  settle, 
whether  it  shall  be  resistance  to  all  search,  or  to 
toy  particular  mode  of  search.  But  I  never 
would  consent  to  devolve  this  duty  upon  any  offi- 
cer in  the  Government. 

If  I  wished  to  pass  a  law  which  should  have 
for  its  object  the  protection  of  commerce,  this  un- 
limited, indefinite  convoy  proposition  would  be 
the  last  I  would  agree  to.  If  I  wished  to  embar- 
rass our  trade  and  embroil  the  Executive,  the 
merchants,  and  the  country  in  war,  this  is  the 
conrse  I  would  take,  and  should  feel  confident  it 
would  lead  to  that  result. 

Taking  this  view  of  this  proposition,  which 
your  committee  believed  to  be  correct,  it  was  im- 
possible they  could  agree  to  it ;  and  however 
^eat  may  have  been  their  anxiety  to  have  united 
m  opinion  with  the  committee  of  the  Senate,  they 
hafc  found  it  impracticable. 


The  question  now  recurs,  shall  this  House  re- 
cede from,  or  adhere  to,  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate?  And  why,  let  me 
ask  gentlemen,  shall  this  House  recede,  and  at 
this  time,  rest  satisfied  with  a  repeal  of  the  non- 
intercourse?  Are  the  merchants  uneasy?  Ad- 
mit the  fact,  but  can  you  relieve  them  by  this 
measure  ?  Can  you  promise  them  either  an  un- 
interrupted voyage,  or  a  sure  market?  No,  sir : 
the  blockading  decrees,  the  Orders  in  Council 
and  the  edicts  of  France  still  exist.  Is  it  to  ^void 
an  entre])ot?  No.  sir,  you  cannot  tell  the  mer^ 
chants  this.  By  this  repeal,  so  Ions  as  the  porta 
on  the  Continent  are  shut,  Liverpool  and  London 
will  be  substituted  for  Fayal  and  Amelia  island, 
new  warehouses  may  be  procured,  but  a  new 
market  will  not  be  round ;  a  general  depression 
of  prices  must  immediatelv  follow;  for  the  Brit- 
ish purchaser  will  know  he  can  make  his  own 
term9  with  the  American  seller,  so  long  as  we  can 
go  to  no  other  than  an  English  market  with  our 
produce. 

If  it  be  true,  as  some  gentlemen  assert,  that  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Jackson  will  be  approved  by  the 
British  Qovernment,  and  that  the  treatment  he 
received  here  will  be  resented  by  that  nation,  in 
what  a  perilous  situation  do  you  place  the  Amer- 
ican merchant  by  repealing  this  act  at  this  period  ? 
You  invite  him  to  his  destruction. 

It  is  now  all-important  that  this  question  should 
be  delayed  a  few  days  longer.  It  will  be  admitted, 
that  interesting  events  have  occurred  in  Europe 
since  the  first  of  January,  of  which  Congress  in  a 
short  time  will  be  further  and  better  advised.  The 
war  qiav  be  considered  closed  on  the  Continent. 
A  new  Ministry  and  the  meeting  of  Parliament 
in  England  may  justify  the  expectation,  that  we 
shall  soon  receive  important  advices  from  the 
British  Qovernment.  Let  it  be  either  favorable 
or  unfavorable,  it  will  be  improper  to  recede  from 
the  vote  this  House  has  given  upon  this  bill.  For 
suppose  jt  the  most  favorable,  can  we  expect  any- 
thmg  more  than  a  recall  of  Mr.  Jackson,  a  ratin- 
eation  of  Mr.  Erskine's  arrangement,  and  a  new 
mission  to  this  Government?  Yet  it  will  be  re- 
membered that  the  arrangement  with  Mr.  Ers- 
kine  requires  as  a  condition  on  our  part,  that  the 
non-intercourse  act  as  relates  to  France  should 
be  continued.  Were  we  now  to  repeal  it  we 
should  run  the  hazard  of  creating  furtner  embar- 
rassments, to  any  adjustment  with  the  British 
Qovernment.  If  the  next  advices  we  are  to  re- 
ceive are  unfavorable,  you  would,  by  repealing 
all  your  restrictions,  place  the  property  of  your 
merchants  in  the  power  of  an  enemy.  It  may 
be  that  a  negotiation  is  now  pending  and  pro- 
gressing with  both  the  British  and  the  French 
Governments.  Would  it  be  advisable  then  for 
us  now  to  act  upon  this  question  ?  If  we  this 
day  repeal  the  non-intercourse  act,  we  may  in  a 
few  days  be  under  the  necessity  of  re-enacting  it 
as  shall  relate  to  England  or  France,  in  order  to 
restore  the  relations  upon  any  arrangement  which 
may  have  been  made  with  either  of  those  Gbv- 
ernments.  To  accede  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate,  would  not  only  at  once  yield  the  question 
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to  the  belligerents,  and  acknowledge  our  inability 
to  resist  their  aggressions,  bat  it  would  be  an  ob- 
vious departure  from  that  neutral  coarse  which 
it  has  been  the  solicitude  of  this  QoTernmeot  to 
pursue  since  the  year  1793.  For  the  undeniable 
effect  will  be,  to  furnish  a  large  supply  of  provi- 
sion and  naval  stores  to  one  of  the  belligerents. 
It  might  frustrate  pending  negotiations.  The 
door  of  negotiation,  it  is  said,  h  still  open.  I  am 
unwilling  to  close  it  at  this  time,  by  an  act  of 
hostility  or  submission.  If  this  bill  should  pass 
as  amended,  we  cannot  expect  to  negotiate.  For 
what  will  remain  for  us  to  treat  about  ?  We  yield 
all  resistance,  we  remove  all  coromereial  restric- 
tions. And  what  then  is  left  to  be  settled  7  Why 
should  a  British  or  French  Minister  be  sent  to 
treat  for  a  free  commercial  intercourse  with  us; 
when  we.  disposed  to  forget  what  we  dare  not  re- 
sent, have,  arter  three  years  complaining,  given 
up  the  controversy  1 

To  agree  to  this  amendment,  especially  at  this 
time,  and  in  the  present  posture  of  our  national 
affairs,  would  be  sporting  with  the  feelings,  and 
trifling  with  the  rights  of  a  great,  a  brave,  gene- 
rous and  injured  people. 

Why,  let  me  ask  gentlemen,  shall  we  be  hur- 
ried into  this  measure?  Are  we  not  able,  have 
we  not  spirit,  to  pursue  a  more  manly  and  inde- 
pendent course?  The  resources  of  the  nation 
are  abundant.  The  people  are  willing,  nay  they 
are  anxious,  to  defend  and  -protect  their  rights. 
And  shall  we  betray  a  disposition  to  yield  ? 
Rather  than  do  it,  I  would  at  once  draw  the  sword, 
defend  their  rights,  and  avenge  their  wrongs. 


Wednesday,  March  28. 

Mr.  HoFTY,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  seventh  instant,  presented  a  bill  for  altering 
the  times  of  holding  tne  district  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  New  Jersey  district ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Saturday  next. 

The  following  Message  from  the  President 
OP  TBB  United  States,  received  yesterday,  was 
read: 

7b  the  House  oflUpreeentfiiiveeofihe  United  States : 

In  consequence  of  your  resolution  of  the  twenty- 
sixth  instant,  an  inquixy  has  been  made  into  the  cor- 
respondence of  our  Minister  at  the  Court  of  London 
with  the  Department  of  State ;  from  which  it  appears 
that  no  official  communication  has  been  received  from 
him  since  his  receipt  of  the  letter  of  November  23d 
last,  from  the  Secretary  of  State.  A  letter  of  January 
4th,  1810,  has  been  received  from  that  Minister  by  Mr. 
Smith ;  but  being  stated  to  be  private  and  unofficial, 
and  involving,  moreover,  personal  considerations  of  a 
delicate  nature,  a  copy  is  considered  as  not  within  the 
purview  of  the  call  of  the  House. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Mabgh  21, 1810. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jenninob, 

Beaolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  instituting  and  estab- 
lishing one  or  more  districts  for  the  disposal  of 


the  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  treitia 
between  the  United  States  and  the  DeUwtte, 
Pottawamie,  Bel  River,  Wea,  and  Kiekapoo 
tribes  of  Indians,  dated  at  Fore  Wayne,  o&  tke 
thirtieth  of  September,  and  twenty-«ixth  of  Oet^ 
her,  1809 ;  and  at  Vineenoes,  on  the  ninth  of  D^ 
cember,  1809. 

The  bill  making  provision  for  the  relief  of  the 
infirm,  disabled,  and  superannuated  officers  aod 
soldiers  of  the  late  Revolutionary  army,  ud  of 
the  present  army  of  the  United  States,  was  rod 
a  third  time;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nblsor^k- 
committed  for  the  puipose  of  amending  the  d^ 
tails  of  the  bill. 

FIRST  MERIDIAN. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wis 
referred,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  Januarv  last,  the 
memorial  of  William  Lambert,  made  the  follow- 
ing report  thereon : 

That  the  memorialist  states  that,  ibr  the  poipoie  «f 
laying  a  foundation  for  the  establishment  of  t  fint 
meridian  for  the  United  States  of  America,  at  the  tnt 
of  Government,  he  has  made  calculations  to  detennioe 
the  longitude  of  the  Capitol,  in  the  City  of  Wsshiagtoo, 
fi'om  Greenwich  Observatory,  in  England ;  and  tbt 
he  submits  the  same,  together  vrith  the  data  and  tit- 
ments  on  which  his  calculations  are  made,  to  the  con- 
sideration and  patronage  of  the  National  Legislatare. 

The  committee  have  deemed  the  subject  worthy  the 
attention  of  Congress,  and  would,  therafore,  beg  leave 
to  observe,  that  the  necessity  of  the  establishment  oft 
first  meiidiian,  or  meridian  which  should  pass  through 
some  particniar  place  on  the  globe,  from  which  geo- 
graphers and  navigators  ooold  oompote  or  leekon  longi- 
tude, is  too  obvious  to  need  eludication. 

The  ancient  Greek  geographors  placed  their  firrt 
meridian  to  pass  through  one  of  the  islanda,  which  were 
by  them  called  the  Fortunate  Islands,  since  called  the 
Canaries.  Those  islands  were  situated  as  Ux  west  u 
any  lands  that  had  then  been  discovered,  or  wrere  known 
by  ancient  navigators  in  that  part  of  the  worid. 

They  reckoned  their  longitude  east,  from  Heiia  of 
Junonia,  one  of  these  islands,  supposed  to  be  the  pre^ 
ent  Island  of  Teneriffe. 

The  Arabians,  it  is  said,  fixed  their  first  meridian  i) 
ftke  most  westerly  part  of  the  continent  of  Africa,  h 
the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries,  when  Enropf 
was  emerging  from  the  dark  ages,  and  a  spirit  of  enter 
prise  and  discovery  had  arisen  in  the  sooUi  of  Europe 
and  various  plans  were  formed,  and  attempts  made  ti 
find  a  new  route  to  the  Bast  Indies,  geographev 
and  navigators  contintted  to  calcolate  longitude  fnm 
Ferro,  one  of  the  same  islands,  though  some  of  then 
extended  their  fiitt  meridian  aa  frr  west  as  the  Azorei 
or  Western  islands. 

In  more  modern  times,  however,  most  of  the  Euro 
pean  nations,  and  particularly  England  and  France 
have  established  a  first  meridian  to  pass  through  tb 
capital,  or  some  place  in  their  respective  countries,  aw 
to  which,  they  have  lately  adapted  their  charts,  and  ii 
tronomical  tables. 

It  would  perhaps  have  been  fortunate  for  the  sdeno 
of  geography  and  navigation,  that  all  nations  had  agreei 
upon  a  first  meridian,  from  which  all  geographers  a» 
navigators  might  have  calculated  longitude ;  but  asthi 
has  not  been  done,  and  in  all  probability  never  wi 
take  place,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  sitaate 
as  we  are  in  this  Western  hemisphere,  more  than  ttue 
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tlioBauid  miles  from  aay  fiz«d  or  known  mcridMn,  it 
would  be  proper,  in  a  national  point  of  new,  to  estab- 
M  t  firat  meridian  for  ouraelves ;  and  that  measaree 
should  be  taken  for  the  eventual  eatabliahment  of  such 
t  meridian  in  the  United  States. 

In  examining  the  maps  and  charts  of  the  United 
Statei,  ind  the  particular  States,  or  their  seaooasts, 
which  hiTS  been  published  in  this  country,  the  com- 
mittee find  that  the  publishers  have  assumed  different 
placet  in  the  United  States,  as  first  meridians. 

This  creates  confusion,  and  renders  it  difficult,  with- 
out considerable  calculation,  to  ascertain  the  relative 
ntottion  of  places  in  this  country.  This  difficulty  is 
alio  increised,  by  the  circumstance  that,  in  Louisiana, 
OUT  newly  acquired  territory,  longitude  has  heretofore 
been  reckoned  from  Paris  ttte  capital  of  the  French 
Empire. 

The  exact  longitude  of  any  place  in  the  United  States 
being  ascertained  from  the  meridian  of  the  observatory 
at  Greenwich,  in  England,  a  meridian  with  which  we 
hare  been  conversant, it  would  not  be  difficult  to  adapt 
all  onr  maps,  charts,  and  astronomical  tables,  to  the 
meridian  of  sndi  a  plaee.  And  no  plice,  perhaps,  is 
more  proper  than  the  seat  of  Gkivemment 

It  appears  by  the  papers  submitted  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  committee,  that  Mr.  Lambert  has  caloa- 
lated  the  longitude  of  the  Capitol  m  the  City  of  Wash- 
iagtoo,  from  the  royal  observatory  at  Greenwich,  by 
one  of  the  most  approved  methods  now  in  use  for  that 
pupoM,  viz:  an  oocultafion  of  a  known  fixed  star  by 
the  moon. 

His  calculations  are  founded  on  an  occultation  of 
fl  pleiadum,  (aleyone)  one  of  the  seven  stars,  on  the 
Bight  of  the  20th  of  October,  1804.  By  these'  calcn- 
Iitions  it  appears,  that  the  longitude  of  the  Capitol,  in 
tbe  City  of  Washington,. as  reduced  according  to  the 
troe  figure  of  the  earth,  (being  that  of  an  oblate  sphe- 
roid,) is  76®  53^  6'^  920  degrees  west  The  committee 
voold  observe,  that  Mr.  Lambert  appears  to  be  well 
iqoainted  with  astronomical  calculations ;  and  that,  so 
&r  ai  the  committee  have  had  time  to  examine  them, 
thej  appear  to  be  correct.  In  a  question,  however,  of 
»  much  nicety,  the  correct  decision  of  which  depends 
•0  much  on  the  accuracy  of  the  observations  made, 
u«l  the  goodness  of  the  instruments  used,  and  when 
the  imalJest  error  in  the  data  vrill  necessarily  produce 
u  erroneous  result,  full  reliance  ought  net  to  be 
pliced  on«calculations  made  firom  a  single  observation. 

Indeed,  in  order  to  be  certain  of  a  correct  result,  it 
mfty  be  proper  that  more  than  one  of  the  various  me- 
t^of  ascertaining  longitude  should  be  used;  that 
ctltalatiohs  should  be  made  from  observations  of  the 
eclipies  of  Jupiter's  satellites,  of  solar  eclipses,  of  tiie 
iiiH^ihi  distances  between  the  sun  and  moon,  or  the 
moon  and  a  fixed  star,  or  other  methods,  as  well  as 
from  obssrvations  on  occultations  of  fixed  stars. 

The  committee  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that,  in 
order  to  lay  a  foundation  for  the  establishment  of  a 
oat  meridian  in  this  Western  hemisphere,  the  Presi- 
^nt  of  the  United  States  should  be  authorized  to  cause 
the  longitude  of  the  City  of  Washington,  from  the  ob- 
senatory  at  Greenwich,  in  England,  to  be  ascertained 
^ith  the  greatest  possible  degree  of  accuracy ;  and 
U^t  he  also  be  authorized,  for  that  purpose,  to  procure 
the  necessary  astronomical  instruments. 

They,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  House,  the  follovring  resolution : 

Reaofeed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  provision, 
^  Ww,  authorising  the  Pnddent  of  the  United  States 


to  cause  the  longitude  of  the  City  of  Washington, 
from  the  observatory  at  Greenwich,  in  England,  to  be 
ascertained  with  the  greatest  degree  of  accuracy ;  and 
also  authorizing  him,  for  that  purpose,  to  procure  the 
necessary  astronomical  instruments. 

In  presenting  the  above  report,  Mr.  Pitkin  ob- 
served that  the  object  of  the  cotnmittee  was  to 
have  a  first  meridian  established  for  the  United 
States,  from  which  computations  of  longitude 
might  be  ffenerally  made,  that  maps,  charts,  and 
nautical  taoles,  might  not,  as  heretofore,  be  calcu- 
lated from  the  observatory  at  Greenwich,  or  from 
the  varying  points  of  Philadelphia,  New  York, 
Washington,  or  Charleston.  Mr.  P.  dilated  upon 
the  advantages  of  such  a  measure.  Coogresa 
would  fix  upon  the  place  most  proper  for  a  first 
meridian  ;  and,  perhaps,  as  Washington  was  the 
seat  of  Government,  it  would  be  as  proper  a  place 
as  any.  As  the  longitude  must  be  taken  very  ex- 
actly, various  instruments  would  be  necessary  for 
the  purpose  of  makioff  astronomical  observations. 
As  ne  was  desirous  that  a  bill  should  pass  on  the 
subject  at  this  session,  he  did  not  move  a  refer- 
ence of  the  report  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
but  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table,  to  give  gentle- 
men tin^  10  consider  it  before  he  asked  a  decis- 
ion on  it. 

The  report  was  accordingly  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

GUNBOATS. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  said  it  would  be  recollected 
that  at  the  first  session  of  the  tenth  Congress  a 
law  had  been  passed  authorizing  the  purchase  or 
employment  of  a  number  of  cunboats,  for  which 
purpose  a  »um  of  upwards  or  $800,000  had  been 
appropriated.  It  appeared  from  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  that  the  present  annual 
expense  of  keeping  them  in  ordinary,  was  964,* 
000.  In  another  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  made  to  a  committee  of  the  Senate,  it 
appeareathat  a  number  of  the  gonboatd  had  been 
built  of  green  materials,  and  if  suffered  to  remain 
in  service  for  a  ^^ai^  would  scarcely  be  worth  the 
expense  of  repairing  them.  Those  facts  having 
been  ascertained,  an  attempt  was  made  (unsuc- 
cessfully) at  the  last  session  to  inquire  whether 
it  would  not  be  prudent  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent to  sell  the  gunboats  or  a  part  of  them.  Mr. 
Van  D.said  it  was  now  about  tne  close  of  the  ses- 
sion, and,  for  anything  he  had  yet  ascertained,  he 
was  not  induced  to  suppose  that  the  whole  num- 
ber of  the  gunboats  would  be  necessary  in  any 
event.  If  peace  was  to  result,  they  would  be 
unquestionably  unnecessary;  if  war,  and  the 
opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  to  be 
confided  in,  in  all  probability  a  number  of  them 
would  be  found  unfit  to  be  employed  in  the  public 
service.  In  every  view  of  the  subject,  Mr.  Van 
D.  said,  it  appeared  proper  to  him  that  an  inquiry 
should  be  made.  He  moved  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  he  said  he  presumed  would  not  be 
objected  to  by  any  gentleman  in  the  House : 

**  Eesokjcdt  That  the  committee  on  our  Naval  Es- 
tablishment be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  authorizing  the  President  ofthe  United  States  to 
•ell  such  of  the  gunboats  betonging  to  the  United 
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States  u  he  may  judge  unfit  or  annecefeary  to  be 
employed  in  the  public  sendee." 

Mr.  Macon  thought  this  a  very  good  motion 
as  far  as  it  went ;  but,  in  order  to  bring  the  whole 
subject  of  the  naval  force  before  the  House, 
moved  to  amend  the  motion  so  as  also  to  include 
^  frigates  and  other  vessels  of  war."  He  thought 
that  the  more  of  them  were  sold  the  better. 

Mr.  Babsett  expressed  his  satisfaction  that  at 
length  a  proposition  had  been  presented  to  the 
House  on  the  subject  of  the  Navy,  of  such  a  na- 
ture as  to  induce  them  to  consider  it;  for  he  had 
been  unable  to  prevail  upon  them  to  take  up  the 
report  of  that  committee.  It  was  a  duty  he  owed 
to  the  committee  to  state  what  attention  they  had 
paid  to  the  subject.  A  proposition  for  selling 
such  of  the  gunl}oats  as  were  unnecessary,  had  at 
an  early  day  been  before  the  committee.  It  had 
been  postponed,  however,  because  it  had  been 
deemed  proper  to  see  what  would  be  the  probable 
state  of  things  at  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  be- 
fore they- made  a  report  on  the  state  of  the  gun- 
'  boats.  The  committee  had  been  paralyzed  in  its 
attempts  to  do  anything  ^y  perceiving  that  what 
was  already  done  by  it  was  not  attended  to  by 
the  House.  Mr.  B.  instanced  a  report  in  par- 
ticular on  the  subject  of  a  marine  hospital,  which, 
without  requiring  any  appropriation  from  the 
Treasur)[,  was  a  very  necessary  provision.  As 
to  the  frigates,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that 
something  should  be  done  in  relation  to  them. 
Already  was  one  frigate  unworthy  repair,  and 
the  others  in  the  yard  were  deteriorating  at  the 
rate  of  30  per  cent,  per  annum.  If  it  was  the 
determination  of  the  House  not  to  repair  them, 
they  had  better  be  sold  while  they  would  fetch 
anything. 

fkir.  Van  Dtee  said  that  as  the  whole  of  his 
motion  had  reference  only  to  the  gunboats,  and 
he  did  not  wish  to  include  any  other  vesseb,  he 
should  vote  against  -the  amendment,  which, 
however,  the  gentleman  would  have  it  in  his 
|>ower  to  move  at  any  time  in  a  separate  proposi- 
tion. He  was  not  so  fullv  decided  on  the  pro- 
priety of  disposing  of  the  frigates  as  of  the  gun- 
ooats.  He  quotea  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  last  Summer,  to  show  the  alleged  in- 
efficacyand  expensiveness  of  gunboats  compared 
with  larger  vessels  of  war. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  if  he  was  to  search  the  files, 
he  could  find  reports  of  the  former  Secretary  ot 
the  Navy  decidedly  in  favor  of  gunboats.  Be 
that  as  it  mi^ht.  however,  it  did  not  affect  the 
principle  of  inquiry.  The  fact  was,  however, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  was  against 
the  gunboats  tn  toto.  Mr.  M.  said  he  agreed  with 
him  there,  but  he  would  go  further.  He  was 
opposed  also  to  the  Navy,  and  was  willing  to  in- 
quire into  the  whole — and  there  was  certainly 
nothing  unfair  in  this.  If  the  Legislature  really 
meaAt  to  maintain  a  navy,  it  was  time  that  they 
should  pursue  some  regular  system,  and  not  one 
year  build  frigates,  and  another  year  gunboats, 
dbc.,  and  the  timber  for  the  vessels  should  be 
seasoned,  so  that«they  should  not  rot  as  soon  as 
built.    The  whole  of  the  vessels  forming  the 


preaent  Navy  of  the  United  States,  if  a  few  frig- 
ates deseved  that  natne,  had  been  built  of  greea 
timber.  Notwithstanding  the  noise  that  hsd  been 
made  about  frigates,  Mr.  M.  said  that  when  ve 
had  a  sort  of  war  with  France,  the  first  gua  fired 
was  from  a  merchantman  (command^  by  the 
elder  Decatur)  which  had  heen  turned  into  i 
friffate. 

Mr.  Gold  observed  that  it  was  true  that  (bat 
gentleman  might  find  opinions  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Nav]r  and  of  other  persons  in  favor  of  gua- 
boats ;  the  time  was  when  the  current  of  public 
opinion  had  run  in  their  favor;  but  the  time  had 
passed,  and  the  gentleman  could  scarcely  find  a 
man  now  who  was  in  favor  of  them.  There  eooid 
be  no  doubt  that  as  to  the  gunboats  some  measore 
of  considerable  extent  was  necessary  to  be  takes; 
but  this  observation  did  not  apply  to  all  public 
vessels.  He  was.  therefore,  against  the  amead* 
ment. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  it  was  not  an  uncommoa 
thing  in  this  House  for  members  to  assaiae  as 
matter  of  fact  what  others  expressly  denied. 
The  opinion  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  might  be  that  which  he  entertained 
as  to  gunboats;  but  he  was  going  too  far  when  be 
said  it  was  a  general  opinion.  The  Hoase  bad 
had  opinions  in  their  favor  of  men  better  quali- 
fied to  judge  of  them  than  either  himself  or  tbe 
gentleman  from  New  York.  There  had  been  no 
opportunity  to  test  their  utility.  They  were 
never  counted  upon  as  a  maritime  force,  bat  as  a 
defence  for  our  port9  and  harbors.  If  any  of  tbe 
vessels  were  unnt  for  service,  and  in  sacb  a  sita< 
ation  that  they  could  not  be  repaired  without  on* 
justifiable  expense,  he  was  for  disposing  of  them, 
and,  therefore,  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
and  of  the  original  motion.  As  to  tbe  Nary,  b« 
ever  had  been  of  opinion  that  the  United  Stated 
should  never  think  of  becoming  a  naval  Poveii 
The  Navy  had  been  for  many  years  a  sinkiol 
fund  to  the  Government  without  doing  the  leasj 
good,  except  in  the  affair  in  the  Mediterranean 
some  years  ago.  He  was  not,  however,  for  m 
mediately  abolishing  the  Navy;  but  as  soon  ai 
they  could  with  propriety  be  got  rid  of,  he  said  'i 
would  be  for  the  benefift  of  the  nation  that  wi 
should  not  have  a  single  ship  of  war. 

Mr.  Gold  called  upon  the  gentleman  froii 
Pennsylvania  to  show  a  single  opinion  of  anj 
naval  man  at  the  present  day  on  the  sabject  d 
gunboats  but  what  was  in  opposition  to  the  wbo) 
system. 

Mr.  PicKMAN  conceived  there  could  be  no  ob 
jection  to  the  amendment,  as  the  object  wi 
merely  an  inquiry. 

Mr.  Taylor  said  he  was  for  committing  tb 
whole  subject,  and  he  believed  sound  argumeol 
could  be  produced  which  would  ffo  to  conTinc 
the  House  and  the  nation  that  the  frigates  an 
vessels  of  war  were  quite  as  useless  in  the  presel 
state  of  the  world  as  the  much  derided  gunboaii 
As  to  the  utility  of  gunboats,  when  the  law  passe 
for  procuring  them,  the  gentleman  from  Coi 
necticut,  (Mr.  Dara,)  who  was  in  the  habitof  mai 
log  admissions  which  sometimes  drew  upon  hu 
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ibeeensare  of  Tiolent  party  papers  for  his  candor, 
Jisd  admitted  that  ia  shallow  water  the  approach 
of  an  eoemy  might  be  rendered  extremely  iocon* 
reDieat  by  ganboats,  and  that  they  might  be 
irooblesome  opponents;  and  more  perhaps  could 
not  be  said  of  the  frigates.  Mr.  T.  appeared  to 
be  of  opinion  that  the  ganboats  and  frigates 
sboQJd  share  the  same  fate. 

Mr.  Lton  also  spoke  in  favor  of  the  motion, 
aod  Mr.  Cook  against  it 

Mr.  Macoh's  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  resoiation,  as  amendedy'waa  agreed  to  without 
dirision. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
nnfioished  business,  being  the  bill  concerning 
commercial  intercourse,  £c, 

Mr.  NsLeoN  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
coosideration  of  the  subject  till  Saturday  next. — 
Motion  lost,  yeas  57,  nays  66,  as  follows: 

TiAf — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  David 
Baid,  Burwell  Bassett,  Adam  Boyd,  Jdm  Brown, 
Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
CIoptoD,  HoweU  Cobb,  WUliam  Crawford,  Richard 
CoUi,  Joseph  Deaba,  William  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk, 
Veihack  Franklin,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Fetenon  Goodwyn,  James  Holland,  Benjamin  How- 
iid,  Jscob  Hufty,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Alexander 
McKiffl,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jere- 
niah  Morrow,  Gordon  8.  Mamford,  Roger  Nelson, 
Tho«.  Newbold,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Peter  R. 
Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
sesKe,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer, 
Ebenexer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John 
Ue,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Heniy  Southard, 
^n  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Tomer,  jun., 
Bobert  Weakley,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Richard  Winn, 
nd  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nits — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  William 
V.  Bibb,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Jas.  Breckenridge,  William 
A.  Borwell,  John  Campbell,  William  Chamberlin, 
l^utin  Chittenden,  Jsmes  Cochran,  Orchard  Cook, 
SuDael  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Daw- 
n&,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  David  S.  Garland, 
Charies  Goldsborough,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray, 
WUliam  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister, 
Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Robert 
JcDkiiu,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  Herman 
Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Liv- 
tnoore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Matthews, 
Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Pleasant  M. 
Miller,  William  Milnor,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O. 
Moscley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr., 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy, 
John  Randolph,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Dennis  Smelt,  Samuel 
n&ith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  SUnley,  James  Stephen- 
mi,  Lewu  B.  Storges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamm  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  Jabez  Upham, 
NichoUs  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K. 
Van  Rensielaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman, 
aod  James  WUson. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to  ad- 
b«re,  Messrs.  Fisk,  Holland,  Love,  and  Mum- 
WRD,  supported  the  motion. 

Mr.  Gabland  said  it  was  with  extreme  reluc- 
nth  Con.  2d  Sfiss.— 53 


taoce  that  he  rose  to  address  the  House  on  a  sub- 
ject so  much  exhausted  as  this  was ;  but  he  trusted 
that  the  extraordinary  course  which  this  debate 
had  taken  would  be  bis  excuse.    The  opponents 
to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  said  Mr.  G., 
appear  to  consider  a  disagreement  to  them  as  a 
test  of  principle  and  as  an  evidence  of  patriotism. 
Sir,  this  is  a  vote  respecting  the  interest  of  our 
own  country,  and  not  a  question  connected  with 
our  foreign  relations.    The  vote  cannot  affect 
our  relation  to  any  other  nation,  because  the 
law  which  will  be  repealed  if  we  recede  has  no 
effect  abroad,  nor  anywhere  except  on  ourselves. 
Were  any  one  to  read  the  speeches  delivered  on 
this  occasion,  without  knowing  the  question  be- 
fore the  House,  they  would  suppose  that  our  po- 
litical existence  would  be  prostrated  by  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  as  amended.    But,  sir,  what  is  the 
bill  ?  It  proposes  to  repeal  a  flimsy  non-intercourse 
system  which  you  cannot  execute,  which  ope- 
rates  exclusively  to  the  injury  of  your  own  cit* 
izens,  taxing  your  whole  export  trade  at  the  rate 
of  at  least  twenty  per  cent.    Sir,  is  it  consistent 
with   the  dignity  of  the  nation  to  support  a  sys- 
tem of  this  kind  ?  Is  the  nation  disposed  to  corrupt 
ail  her  citizens  and  to  impose  a  tax  on  our  export 
trade  for  the  purpose  of  rewarding  the  man  who 
violates  your  laws,  or  giving  a  monopoly  to  the 
foreign  carrier  ?    I  avow  here,  sir,  that  there  is 
no  man  who  feels  a  stronger  attachment  to  his 
country  than  I  do,  my  whole  life  will  prove  it, 
and  I  can  manifest  it  in  no  better  way  than  by 
getting  rid  of  such  a  aystem  as  this,  which  will 
disgrace  her  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.    Gentle- 
men call  upon  *the  House  to  have  a  regard  for  the 
consistency  of  their  conduct.    When  the  nation 
has  discovered  herself  to  be  in  error  in  relation  to 
a  particular  measure,  will  she  not  have  magnan* 
imity  enough  to  relinquish  it,  rather  than  to  skulk 
out  of  it  by  letting  it  expire  at  the  end  of  the  pre- 
sent session  ?    The  true  question  before  the  House 
is  not  beyond  a  point  of  patriotism,  nor  does  it 
involve  any  great  question  of  national  policy.    It 
is  merely  whether  you  will  rid  yourself  of  this 
system,  or  keep  it  on  to  the  corruption  of  your 
citizens.    Can  any  man  doubt  which  of  the  two 
to  choose  ?    I  should  think  not.    If  the  design  be 
to  protect  the  interests  of  the  country,  sir,  take 
something  more  efficient,  and  which  will  be  felt 
by  those  on  whom  you  wish  it  to  operate.    This 
is  not  of  that  description,  it  is  imj>erfect  abroad 
and  oppressive  at  home. 

But  gentlemen  who  support  the  disagreement 
of  the  Senate's  amendments  tell  you  that  to  asree 
with  the  Senate  would  be  submission.  Where 
is  it  to  be  found,  sir?  Is  it  yielding  any  of  the 
rights  of  the  country  to  rid  ourselves  of  this  ob- 
noxious measure?  It  is  not;  it  is  ridding  our- 
selves of  a  nuisance  which  has  rendered  those 
vicious  who  would  be  otherwise  virtuous,  by  of- 
fering temptations  too  strong  for  human  nature. 
A  hue-and-cry  has  on  this  occasion  been  raised 
asainst  the  merchants.  They  are  like  other  peo- 
ple, liable  to  temptation  ;  and  if  you  make  it  too 
strong,  like  other  citizens  thev  will  yield  to  it.  I 
have  not  heard  a  single  gentleman  in  opposition 
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to  the  Senate's  amendment  attempt  for  a  single 
moment  to  justify  the  non-intercourse  system. 
Thejr  say  the  bill  as  amended  does  not  go  far 
enough.  Sir,  if  it  is  good  as  far  as  it  goes,  it  is 
therefore  incumbent  on  us  to  accept  it.  .  On  that 
principle  I  shall  always  act.  On  that  principle  I 
voted  for  the  bill  as  it  went  from  this  House,  al- 
though I  considered  the  restrictive  sections  con- 
tained in  the  bill  as  conflicting  with  the  interests 
of  the  country,  but  accepted  of  it  as  the  lesser 
evil.  I  was  anxious  to  get  rid  of  the  non-inter- 
course system,  and  therefore  voted  for  the  bill  as 
it  went  rrom  tnis  House.  As  amended  it  is  now 
more  acceptable  to  me  than  it  was  before. 

But,  sir,  if  we  are  to  have  nothing  but  a  non- 
intercourse,  which  is  in  itself  worse  than  nothing, 
to  protect  the  declining  honor  of  the  nation,  we 
shall  be  disgraced  indeed,  as  gentlemen  seem  to 
think  we  should  be  by  the  adoption  of  this  bill. 
Restraining  our  own  commerce  will  not  have  the 
smallest  effect  upon  the  nation  which  has  most 
injured  our  commercial  rights— I  mean  Great 
Britain.  We  have  a  complete  intercourse  with 
Great  Britain,  while  we  have  none  with  France — 
and  the  prevailing  opinion  is,  that  when  the  law 
is  violated  by  voyages  direct  to  Great  Britain,  we 
cannot  recover  a  single  penalty  from  the  offender. 
On  the  score  of  consistency,  if  we  mean  to  pre- 
serve our  neutrality,  we  ought  for  that  reason  to 
repeal  the  law ;  for  it  is  in  force  effectually  as  to 
France  and  not  as  to  Great  Britain. 

I  know  that  many  gentlemen  entertain  the  idea 
that  commerce  is  not  essential  to  this  country; 
that  it  is  a  load  on  the  wheels  of  this  Govern- 
ment, which  retards  its  operation.  I  must  differ 
with  gentlemen.  I  believe  there  is  an  intimate 
connexion  between  commerce  and  agriculture; 
that  you  cannot  promote  the  interest  of  the  one 
without  also  promoting  the  success  of  the  other ; 
neither  can  you  injure  the  interest  of  the  one 
without  injuring  the  interests  of  the  other.  An 
honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Smilie)  has  said  that  he  would  not  go  to  war  for 
commerce.  That^  sir,  is  a  point  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  nation,  whether  we  will  relinquish 
the  freedom  of  the  seas  or  not.  If  it  bean  object 
worth  contending  for,  it  becomes  the  nation  to 
make  the  effort.  If  it  be  not  worth  contending 
for,  why  not  let  commerce  go  free,  as  you  refuse 
it  the  protection  which  the  Government  has  in 
its  power  to  give  ?  Regulation  and  protection 
should  always  go  together;  and  if  we  are  de- 
termined to  abandon  our  commerce  to  the  depre- 
dation of  the  European  world,  we  should  leave 
it  free  as  possible  to  take  its  own  way.    The  Le- 

fislature  has  been,  as  was  observed  the  other  day 
y  a  gentleman  from  New  York,  legislating  on 
this  subject  for  five  years.  If  you  look  at  the  re- 
ports of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  you  will 
see  the  benefits  that  have  resulted  from  the  legis- 
lative provisions  on  that  subject.  In  1806,  the  duty 
on  goods,  waresj  and  merchandise,  was  upwards 
of  fourteen  millions  of  dollars;  it  is  now  reduced 
to  less  than  half  that  sum — your  commerce  has 
dwindled  in  the  hands  of  its  foster  fathers  to  a 
mere  shadow.    And  whenever  you  give  up  your 


commerce  to  the  world  for  depredation,  yon  also 
give  up  your  revenue.  When  therefore  gentle- 
men consider  commerce  not  worthy  of  their  at- 
tention, they  should  reflect  that  the  principal  sap- 
port  of  the  Grovernment  has  been  derived  from 
that  source,  and  that  if  we  abandon  it  we  most 
resort  to  loans,  direct  taxes,  or  something  more 
unpleasant  than  the  protection  of  the  eommercial 
rights  of  the  nation. 

The  worthy  ]>atron  of  this  bill  (Mr.  Macok) 
objects  to  the  bill  as  amended,  becaoae  it  is  not 
impartial  as  to  Great  Britain  and  France.  I  have 
been  very  much  astonished  at  that  declaratioQ, 
sir.  I  consider  the  law  as  it  now  operates  as  par- 
tial to  Great  Britain  while  it  is  hostile  to  France.  , 
The  repeal  of  it  would  leave  them  to  compete  in 
our  ports  as  they  could.  If  either  hare  the  ad- 
vantage, it  will  be  owing  to  no  act  of  onrs,  hnt  to 
their  own  relative  situation.  If  my  supposition  be 
correct  upon  this  subject,  that  the  law  is  in  com- 
plete force  as  to  France  and  that  those  wfaoTiolate 
the  law  and  go  direct  to  Great  Britain  cttonot  be 
punished,  it  is  only  nominal  as  to  Qttat  Britain, 
and  I  would  therefore  repeal  it  as  to  France.  If 
gentlemen  act  on  their  own  declarations,  they 
ought  to  repeal  the  n on- intercourse  law. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Mc- 
Em)  told  us  we  need  not  be  in  a  hurry  to  get  rid 
of  this  system,  because  it  does  not  enhance  the 
price  of  produce.    This  is  matter  of  opinion — I 
do  not  believe  that  the  gentleman's  prophecies 
would  be  realized.    Our  produce  is  taxed  at  pre- 
sent  to  a  considerable  extent  for  exportation.     If 
that  tax  is  reduced,  and  we  are  permitted  to  carry 
on  a  direct  trade,  will  it  not  advance  in  propor^ 
tion  as  the  tax  is  lessened  1    It  appears  to  me  a 
self-evident  proposition,  that  if  yon  lessen  the  ex- 
pense of  exportation,  you  advance  the  price  of 
produce  in  that  proportion.    That  produce  has 
been  reduced  in  price  by  the  operation  of  this 
measure,  there  can  be  no  qaestton«    What  has 
been  the  fact  in  relation  to  it  since  this  bill  has 
been  before  the  House  ?  Whenever  there  has  been 
a  prospect  that  you  will  rid  yourself  of  this  obnox- 
ious non-intercourse,  the  price  of  produce  has 
been  enhanced.    No  matter  what  may  be  the  ef- 
fect in  Europe — if  you  can  advance  the  price  of 
produce  in  our  own  market  by  taking  off'^this  re- 
strictive system,  you  ought  to  lose  no  time  in  re- 
pealing it.    But  gentlemen  are  willing  to  have 
this  law  still  in  operation,  which  has  cost   the 
nation  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  per  month 
ever  since  it  has  been  in  existence.    If  their  pa- 
triotism can  reconcile  this,  they  have  different 
feelings  from  myself.    You  cannot  execute  a  par* 
tial  non^exportation  law.     Let  your  vessels  $o 
oat  and  they  will  go  to  the  best  market.    It   is 
useless  therefore  to  attempt  a  system  of  this  kind  ; 
but  I  trust  the  nation  is  not  yet  prepared  to  smr^ 
render  its  rights.    I  trust  there  is  yet  a  spark   of 
love  of  country  remaining,  and  before  the  Le«>is- 
lature  separate,  I  trust  I  shall  see  some  system  at- 
tempted to  protect  our  rights.    I  will  not  rely  on 
flimsy  paper-measures  which  are  disregarded    kyy 
foreign  nations  and  reduce  us  to  the  humiliating 
aitoation  of  being  told  by  the  Minister  of  a  foreign. 
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oation  that  he  is  sorry  for  our  condition.  When 
we  have  the  means  of  protecting  oar  rights,  and 
can  use  them,  shall  we  retain  a  system  which  op- 
erates not  on  our  enemies  and  wholly  on  ourselves, 
and  which  as  a  measure  of  resistance  is  feeble, 
weak  and  inefficient  ?    I  hope  we  shall  not. 

A  motion  being  made  to  adjourn,  the  House  re- 
fused, (at  4  o'clock,)  yeas  60,  nays  62,  as  follows : 

Tut— WUIis  Alston,  jr.  David  Bard,  WiUiam  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  Kobert  Brown,  Wil- 
liam Batler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthow  CSay,  John 
Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  Orchard  Cook, 
William  Crawford*  Richard  Cutts,  Joseph  De8h%  Jo- 
nathan Fiak,  Mesback  Franklin,  Gideon  Gardner,  Tho- 
mas GholaoD,  Peterson  Goodwjrn,  James  Holland,  Ben- 
jamin Howard,  Jacob  Hufly,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  John 
Love,  Aaron  Lyie,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Qurdon  8. 
Mnmferd,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Por- 
ter, J(An  Rea  of  PennsyWania,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Matthias  Riehaids,  John  Roane,  Erastns  Root, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammona^  Ebeneier  Seaver, 
Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Uri  Tracy, 
George  M.  Troap,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Whitfr- 
kiil»  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  William  Anderson,  Bur^ 
weU  Baasett,  Daniel  BlaisdeU,  Jas.  Breekenridil^  WU- 
liam  A.  Burwell,  John  Campbell,  William  Chamberlin, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 
port, jon.,  WiUiam  Ely,  James  Emott,  WiUiam  Find- 
iejr, David  S.Garland,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas 
R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A. 
Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Rich- 
ird  Jackson,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Walter  Jones,  Wil- 
liam Kennedy,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis, 
jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Living- 
•ton,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Mar- 
ira,  Vineent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  WiUiam 
Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseky  Joseph  Pearson,  Ben^* 
jnin  Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisfaa  R.  Potter, 
ioaiahQiiincy,John  Randolph*  Daniel  Sheffey,  Dennis 
^H,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Staaley^ 
James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Jacob  Swoope, 
^nei  Taggart,  Benjamin  Talhnadge,  John  Tsylor, 
Jabea  Upham,  Naeholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van 
Horn,  KiUian  K*  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Ezekiel  Whitman,  James  WUson,  and  Robert  With- 
cnpoon. 

Mr.  Emott  said  if  any  apology  should  be 
thoQght  necessary  for  his  rising  at  such  a  late 
}>our,  he  hoped  it  would  be  found  in  the  import* 
aoce  of  the  subject  under  discussion.  It  was  not 
bia  ioteotion  lo  consume  mach  of  the  tioie  of  the 
Hoase.  and  he  should  not  have  taken  a  part  in 
the  debate,  but  from  the  consideration  that  he 
coQld  present  a  few  ideas  which  appeared  to  bim 
material  towards  a  correct  decision,  and  which 
liad  not  been  noticed.  Many  gentlemen  have 
talked  so  much  of  England  and  France,  that 
thejr  have  almost  forgotten  that  we  are  legisla- 
ting for  our  own  country.  If  we  pass  or  reject 
the  bill  on  your  table,  it  should  be  to  advance 
tbe  interest  of  America;  its  bearing  on  either  of 
tbe  belligerent  Powers  is  a  secondary  and  minor 
consideration. 


In  order  that  he  might  be  the  better  understood, 
he  said,  he  would  commence  bv  recalling  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  bill  with  ita  provis- 
ions, and  state  the  points  wherein  the  two  branch- 
es of  Congress  dii^red 

The  bill  as  it  originally  went  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  four  different  provisions. 

1.  It  contained  a  repeal  of  the  non-intercoarse 
law. 

2.  It  interdicted  British  and  French  armed 
vessels  from  entering  our  harbors. 

3.  It  interdicted  the  entrance  into  oor  waters 
of  British  and  French  merchant  vessels,  and  so 
far  was  intended  to  give  the  export  trade  of  the 
country  to  our  own  ship. 

4.  It  prohibited  the  importation  of  British  and 
French  goods  except  in  American  registered  vea- 
sels  laden  at  the  place  where  the  goods  were 
manufactured — the  attempting  to  secure  to  our 
ships  our  import  trade. 

The  three  last  provisions  were  limited  to  the 
end  of  the  next  session,  and  in  the  mean  time 
were  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Executive, 
who,  on  a  revocation  or  modification  of  the  edicta 
of  Qreat  Britain  and  France,  was  at  liberty  to 
declare  the  prohibitions  at  an  end. 

As  the  bill  comes  from  the  Senate  the  two  last 
provisions  and  the  limitation  are  stricken  out,  and 
It  now  stands  a  naked,  unqualified  repeal  of  the 
non-intercourse  law,  and  a  permanent  interdic- 
tion of  British  and  French  armed  vessels.  We 
are  now  called  upon  to  decide  whether  we  will 
pass  the  act  thus  modified,  or  destroy  the  bopea 
of  the  country  by  adhering  to  the  part  expunged 
by  the  Senate. 

The  bill  as  it  now  stands  is  by  no  means  un- 
objectionable, but  after  the  consideration  which 
I  have  given  it  I  am  prepared  to  vote  for  it.  A 
limited  or  qualified  interdiction  of  the  armed 
vessels  of  Great  Britain  and  France  may  be  pro- 
per, and  during  the  continuance  of  the  war  it  is 
a  measure  of  which  perhaps  they  ought  not  to 
complain.  A  permanent  regulation  of  this  kind 
is,  however,  without  precedent  and  will  probablv 
call  for  retaliation.  If  the  system  is  pressed  back 
on  us  we  shall  certainly  be  the  sufferers. 

We  have  for  many  years  had  a  naval  force  ia 
the  Mediterranean  Sea  to  protect  our  commerce 
against  the  Barbary  Powers,  and  we  have  now 
on  our  tables  bills  which  I  presume  are  entitled 
to  be  acted  on  for  granting  convoys  to  our  mer- 
chantmen, bound  to  Europe.  If  our  armed  shipa 
are  deniea  the  rights  of  hospitality  in  European 
ports,  if  they  cannot  obtain  an  ounce  of  meal  or 
a  draught  of  water  when  they  arrive  in  Europe, 
it  is  rather  difficult  to  understand  how  they  can 
make  these  voyages  or  remain  on  foreign  stations. 
Such  mu>t  be  their  situation  if  France  and 
Great  Britain,  and  the  Powers  dependent  on  or 
connected  with  them,  adopt  a  retaliatory  system. 

What  are  the  benefits  to  result  from  the  pro- 
vision ?  As  it  respects  France,  her  armed  veseela 
are  not  frequently  seen  on  this  side  the  Atlantic, 
and,  therefore,  I  presume  it  is  not  particularly 
aimed  at  her.  With  respect  to  Great  Britain,  we 
are  to  recollect  that  she  has,  both  to  the  north 
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and  the  south  of  us,  safe  and  conveDieDt  harbors 
in  abundaace,  where  her  vessels  may  stop  and 
lefit  and  be  provided  for.  This  regulation  will 
not,  therefore,  prevent  her  ships  from  approach- 
ing our  country  or  hovering  on  our  coasts.  We 
are,  therefore,  provoking  a  war  of  restriction  and 
inhospitality  from  which  we  have  little  to  gain 
and  may  possibly  lose  much. 

But  notwithstanding  these  objections,  so  strong- 
ly do  I  wish  the  repeal  of  the  non-intercourse 
laws,  and  such  I  know  are  the  sentiments  and 
expectations  of  the  country  on  this  subject,  that 
I  am  willing  to  take  the  pill,  unpalatable  as  it  has 
been  made. 

fiat  it  has  been  urged  that  the  bill  has  been 
stripped  of  everything  valuable,  and  ought  not 
in  Its  present  decrepit  and  deformed  state  to 
be  countenanced.  I  must  beg  the  attention  of 
the  House  while  I  pass  in  review  the  highly 

Erized  provisions  which  are  so  pertinaciousljr  ad- 
ered  to.  I  shall  be  much  disappointed  if  it 
does  not  appear  that  their  value  has  been  over- 
rated. 

In  their  most  perfect  form,  and  without  any 
impediments  or  countervailing  regulations  on  the 
part  of  the  European  Governments,  the  provis- 
ions which  have  been  negatived  by  the  Senate, 
may  confine  the  American  import  and  export 
trade  to  American  vessels. 

That  to  a  certain  decree  our  own  ship-owners 
and  sbip-builders  ought  to  be  encouraged,  will 
not  be  denied.  We  not  only  by  it  give  employ- 
ment to  a  useful  set  of  men,  but  the  community 
at  large  are  benefited.  If  we  depend  on  foreign- 
ers to  carry  away  our  productions,  we  would  not 
only  give  a  monopoly  to  certain  European  nations, 
as,  for  instance,  to  the  British  during  the  present 
war,  as  their  vessels  only  can  reach  our  coast, 
bat  our  sales  would  not  be  as  profitable  or  as 
certain.  Our  merchants  in  our  own  vessels  seek 
the  best  market,  and  can,  therefore,  give  the  best 
prices.  And  the  farmer  or  planter  sinks  in  his 
nles  but  one  profit  and  one  freight. 

This  encouragement  is  already  given  in  our 
protecting  duties,  and  so  efiectual  have  they  been 
under  the  fair  conduct  of  our  tnerchdnts  that  for- 
eign ships  seldom  enter  our  ports.  But  this  encour- 
agement may  be  carried  too  far,  and  it  may  well 
be  doubted  whether  by  driving  foreigners  abso- 
lutely out  of  market  we  are  not  prejudicing  one 
aet  of  our  citizens  for  the  exclusive  advantage 
of  another.  Whether  by  absolutely  prohibiting 
everything  like  competition  with  our  ship-owners, 
and  thus  allowing  them  to  make  their  own 
freight,  we  are  not  unduly  sacrificing  the  agri- 
ealtural  to  promote  the  shipping  interest. 

But  is  this  the  regulation  necessary  to  protect 
or  to  foster  our  shipping  interest  ?  As  to  French 
ressels  it  certainly  is  not  required,  as  no  French 
merchant  vessels  are  found  in  our  seas.  If  it  has 
any  operation  it  must  be  on  the  British,  and  sO  it 
aeems  to  be  understood.  We  have  no  document 
before  us  from  which  we  can  ga  her  with  certainty 
Ihe  exact  amount  of  British  tonnage  employed  in 
our  trade,  but  we  have  such  parts  as  will  enable 
aa  to  come  pretty  near  the  truth.    It  is  stated 


that  the  whole  foreien  tonnage  employed  in  oat 
trade  is  somewhere  between  forty  and  sixty  thou- 
sand tons. 

When  it  is  understood  that  the  British  Tetsek 
which  enter  our  waters  are  principally  coasters 
coming  from  Nova  Scotia  with  plaster  of  Paris. 
and  other  bulky  articles,  and  that  the  same  vessn 
arrives  several  times  during  the  same  year,  aod 
thus  swells  the  list  of  tonnage,  without  adding  to 
the  number  of  ships,  it  is  a  fair  and  safe  calcula- 
tion that  the  actual  amount  of  British  shippiog 
employed  in  oor  trade  does  not  exceed  and  pro- 
bably does  not  amount  to  8,000  tons.  Thostbea 
the  French  have  no  ships  to  be  excluded,  and  the 
English  but  forty  or  fifty  vessels,  of  the  smaller 
kind.  This  is  indeed  a  small  item  in  the  amoQot. 
The  addition  of  a  few  small  craft  will  certaiolf 
be  of  no  great  advantage  to  our  ship-builders,  and 
our  farmers  (I  speak  particularly  of  the  coaniry 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent)  will  be 
seen  to  sufiier  by  the  interdiction  of  these  Nora 
Scotia  coasters,  either  from  the  scarcity  of  plu- 
(er,  or  the  consequent  advance  on  its  price. 

But  it  is  said  that  want  of  employ  elsewhere 
will  greatly  increase  the  British  shipping  in  out 
trade,  that  being  wholly  excluded  from  Conti- 
nental Europe  by  the  French  decrees,  the  tonna^ 
formerly  employed  in  the  European  trade  will 
be  turned  towards  this  country,  and  that,  there- 
fore, th'e  interdiction  is  necessary  for  the  prote^ 
tion,  perhaps  the  existence,  of  our  shipping  inter- 
est. Is  there  any  danger  of  this  ?  Those  who 
think  80,  reason  on  the  French  decrees  as  maof 
formerly  reasoned  about  the  embargo:  theyre- 

fard  them  in  the  abstract  as  being  a  complete 
arrier  to  the  introduction  of  English  goods  on 
the  Continent,  and  an  actual  inhibition  of  all  in- 
tercourse with  the  British.  In  the  same  manner 
gentlemen  believed  that  our  embargo  would  pre- 
vent our  productions  finding  their  way  to  Eng- 
land, and  keep  British  goods  out  of  the  country. 
But  such  was  not  the  etiect  of  our  embargo,  and 
such  assuredly  is  not  the  practical  effect  of  the 
French  decrees,  nor  will  it  ever  be.  As  soon  ai 
our  people  began  themselves  to  feel  the  efieets  of 
the  embargo  by  the  pressure  and  the  losses  it  oc- 
casioned, our  productions  found  their  wayoot 
and  to  Great  Britain,  and  if,  during  the  contioa- 
ance  of  the  embargo,  there  was  a  scarcitv  of  Eng- 
lish goods,  it  was  assuredly  an  artificial  scareitf 
created  by  the  dealers  to  enhance  their  prices. 
The  trade  between  the  two  countries  was  kept 
up,  though  carried  on  in  a  different  manner  and 
by  different  men.  Such  too  has  been  the  effect 
of  the  French  decrees,  and,  according  to  the  opin- 
ion of  practical  statesmen,  such  will  hereafter  be 
their  operation.  They  may  change  the  old  cban* 
nel,  but  the  stream  cannot  be  pent  up;  it  mast 
and  will  find  its  way  out* 

As  the  effect  of  the  French  decrees  and  tbf 
state  of  British  commerce  have  such  an  intimatt 
connexion  with  this  subject,  and  haveaccordingtf 
been  stronglv  insisted  on  in  the  discussion  of  (bt 
bill,  we  are  bound  to  look  them  fully  in  the  face^i 
and  I  will,  therefore,  proceed  to  view  them  a  lit*i 
tie  more  in  detail. 
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In  the  first  place,  I  remark  that  the  wants  of 

the  people  on  the  Continent  mast  be  satisfied  and 
are  at  war  with  the  regulations  of  the  French 
Emperor.  In  that  quarter  of  the  world  as  in  this 
the  people  have  surplus  productions  which  they^ 
have  been  in  the  practice Hf  exchanging  for  the 
articles  of  other  countries.  The  articles  taken  in 
exchange  are  actually  or  from  habit  necessaries 
which  the  people  cannot  do  without^  or  do  not 
wish  to  be  deprived  of.  And  if  a  vent  cannot  be 
found  by  the  continental  nations  for  their  surplus 
productionSj  they  become  of  no  value  and  are  lost 
to  the  owner.  When  we  find  commercial  regu- 
lations thus  at  variance  with  the  wishes,  the  in- 
terests,  and  the  wants  of  a  people,  they  will  most 
assuredly  be  evaded  unless  enforced  by  the  hand 
of  Omnipotence. 

Again,  the  French  decrees  are  enforced  by  fear, 
and  not  from  inclination.  Does  any  one  believe 
that  in  Austria  or  Prussia  or  Sweden  or  the 
Haose  towns,  these  regulations  have  been  received 
with  favor,  or  have  been  adopted  from  any  other 
motire  than  fear  of  the  French  Emperor.  When 
this  is  the  case,  when  a  Government  is  compelled, 
at  ihe  command  of  a  powerful  neighbor,  to  adopt 
a  system  of  commercial  restriction  wnich  im- 
porerishes  the  country  and  is  counter  to  the 
feelings  and  habits  of  its  subjects,  if  the  com- 
merce is  not  secretly  permitted,  much  pains  will 
not  be  taken  to  prevent  It.  As  a  proof  of  this  we 
bare  only  to  turn  our  eyes  on  Holland,  a  country 
bordering  on  modern  France  and  ruled  under 
Napoleon  by  his  brother.  Yet  in  this  very  coun- 
try a  trade  with  England  is  carried  on  to  such  an 
extent,  that  we  find  the  Emperor  not  merely  com- 
plaining of  it,  but  threatening  for  that  cause 
alone  to  annex  Holland  to  his  empire.  If  such 
is  the  fact  in  Holland,  what  must  the  case  in 
other  Kingdoms  farther  removed  from  France 
lod  not  ruled  by  any  of  the  Bonaparte  dynasty  ? 

Oace  more,  from  the  state  of  the  European 
world  it  appears  necessarilv  to  result  that  British 
navigation  will  not  speedily  decrease.  All  Eu- 
rope is  in  a  state  of  war,  and  there  is  scarcely  a 
merchant  vessel  afloat  which  does  not  belong  to 
Great  Britain.  It  seems  to  follow  that  the  con- 
tioental  nations  must  have  recourse  to  British 
shipping  to  carry  away  and  barter  their  surplus 
productions. 

Do  we  want  any  proof  of  the  flourishing  state 
of  British  commerce  and  navigation  under  the 
French  decrees?  We  have  it  I  think  in  abun- 
dance. We  have  it  in  the  daily  accounts  of  arri- 
vals in  England  of  large  fleets  of  merchantmen 
from  the  Baltic,  a  sea  surrounded  by  nations 
who  on  paper  have  adopted  French  regulations. 
We  have  it  in  the  list  of  vessels  from  Holland,  a 
country  which  has  not  only  incorporated  the 
French  decrees  in  its  laws,  but  which  is  in  a  state 
of  open  actual  hostility  with  England,  and  yet 
the  ship  news  has  announced  the  arrival  of  not 
less  than  twenty  merchantmen  from  that  coun- 
try in  a  sini^le  port  in  England  in  one  day.  We 
aa?e  it  in  the  licenses  which  are  openly  granted 
by  the  British  Qovernment  to  its  subjects  to  trade 
with  the  Continent,  and  indeed  with  France  it- 


self. ^  If  the  French  decrees  really  sealed  up  the 
Continent  against  the  British,  as  many  seem  to 
imagine,  it  is  strange  that  the  merchants,  who 
generally  understand  their  own  interest,  would 
solicit  those  licenses,  or  that  the  Qovernment 
would  grant  them. 

If  we  want  farther  proof  we  have  it  in  the  price 
of  British  goods,  which  the  dealers  in  them  say 
are  on  the  advance,  and  which  shows  that  the  de- 
mand for  them  is  not  decreasing.  But  above  all, 
we  have  it  in  that  best  of  mercantile  thermome- 
ters, the  receipts  of  the  customs.  From  the  late 
English  papers,  it  appears  that  the  British  cus- 
toms for  the  last  year  have  gone  much  beyond 
the  financial  estimates,  and  that  they  exceeded 
the  receipts  of  the  former  year  upwards  of  one 
million  six  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling  or 
more  than  seven  millions  of  dollars. ' 

But  there  are  still  farther  reason  for  believing 
that  the  British  shipping  will  not  soon  want  em- 
ployment. Let  it  be  recollected  that  almost  all 
the  French  and  Dutch  colonies  in  both  hemis- 
pheres have  changed  masters,  and  that  their  pro- 
ductions, which  formerly  gave  activity  and  profit 
to  so  many  neutrals,  are  now  carried  by  the  Eng- 
lish. The  extent  and  importance  of  this  trade  is 
well  known  in  this  country;  it  has  for  many 
years  been  a  standing  topic  of  discussion  in  this 
House,  and  our  official  popers,  as  well  as  public 
prints,  have  evinced  the  vast  injury  done  us  bv 
the  British  in  their  attempts  to  circumscribe  and 
fetter  it  as  carried  on  by  neutrals.  Let  it  also  be 
recollected  that  the  war,  as  it  has  been  conducted 
bjr  the  French  Emperor,  has  thrown  open  to  the 
English  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  possessions 
in  South  America,  which  embrace  almost  the 
whole  of  that  continent.  The  trade  of  that 
country  is  now  carried  on  almost  exclusively  bv 
the  British,  and  has  therefore  given  much  addi- 
tional employ  to  British  shipping. 

Let  us  then  banish  the  idle  apprehension,  if  in- 
deed we  entertain  it,  that  the  British  will  attempt 
to  rival  us  in  our  ports  and  in  our  own  trade  be- 
cause they  want  employment  elsewhere.  The 
thing,  under  existing  circumstances,  is  altogether 
improbable.  Besides,  let  me  ask  gentlemen,  if 
they  have  apprehensions  on  this  subject,  whether 
it  is  not  in  time  to  provide  for  the  evil  when  we 
are  sure  it  is  approaching?  We  ought  not  to 
legislate  on  a  possibility  so  remote,  on  an  event 
which,  though  some  may  fear,  no  thinking  an- 
prejudiced  man  expects. 

That  these  regulations  are  unnecessary  is  also 
proved  by  a  recurrence  to  our  situation  at  the 
commencement  of  our  restrictive  system.  Brit- 
ish merchant  vessels  were  then  at  liberty  to  enter 
our  waters,  and  yet  all  our  ships  and  sailors  had 
employ ;  it  was  not  then  believed  or  suggested 
that  English  enterprise  exceeded  American  en- 
terprise, or  that  the  British  could  rival  us  in  oar 
trade  and  in  our  own  waters.  The  class  of  citi- 
zens interested  in  shipping  require  nothing  more 
from  us  than  to  be  placed  where  we  found  them ; 
no  aid  of  ours  has  been  asked  or  even  hinted  at 
and  if  we  do  thus  gratuitously  interfere,  believe 
me,  sir,  they  are  to  sufifer  by  it. 
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If,  however, SD  AmericaD  nayigation  aet  is  ne- 
cessary or  desirable,  is  this  such  an  act ;  or  will 
the  provisions  struck  out  by  the  Senate,  if  they 
oould  be  reinstated,  benefit  the  navigation  inter- 
est ?  This  is  an  inquiry  of  some  importance,  for 
if  it  shall  appear  tnat  the  system  is  altogether 
worthless,  gentlemen  who  have  taken  this  ground 
for  adhering  to  the  original  proposition,  and  bv 
this  means  continue  the  non-intercourse,  will 
consent  to  take  the  law  as  it  now  stands.  The 
bill,  as  it  just  came  into  this  House,  was  said  to 
be  a  substitute  for  the  non-intercourse,  which 
was  a  substitute  for  the  embargo.  This  svstem 
of  substitution  has  not  the  appearance  of  stability. 
If  this  bill  bad  passed,  those  who  knew  its  pro- 
genitors, and  recollected  their  aickly  and  dis- 
ordered state,  would  not  calculate  on  long  life  to 
the  child. 

We  are  to  bear  in  mind  too  that  the  commer- 
cial or  navigation  provisions  were  to  expire  by 
the  very  terms  of  the  law  with  the  last  day  of  the 
next  session,  which  might  be  prior  to  and  could 
pot  go  beyond  the  fourth  day  of  March,  and  that 
they  could  be  annulled  by  the  Executive  before 
thai  time,  in  case  he  made  arrangements  with 
the  belligerents.  Is  it  possible  to  conceive  that 
these  temporary,  uncertain  regulations  can  bene- 
fit the  shipping  interest,  or  that  any  man  would 
be  idle  enoujjh  to  build  a  single  vessel  in  conse- 

3 pence  of  this  ephemeral  system  ?  Let  us  not 
eceive  ourselves,  this  is  not  a  navigation  act. 
But  is  there  not  danger  that  the  bill  might  have 
the  effect  of  destroying  the  very  interest  which 
we  profess  by  it  to  encourage  ?  What,  let  me  ask, 
would  be  the  effect  of  a  retajiatorv  regulation  by 
the  British?  It  is  said,  indeed,  tnat  there  is  no 
danger  of  retaliation — perhaps  not.  Indeed  the 
advantage  which  the  British  would  receive  under 
this  law  would  probably  render  it  a  favorite  with 
them ;  for,  if  I  mistake  not,  in  connexion  with  the 
French  decrees  and  the  French  practices  under 
these  decrees,  it  will  make  Great  Britain  our  ware- 
bouse  and  her  people «ur  factors,  and  this  is  one 
reason  which  induces  me  to  vote  against  the  bill 
3s  it  went  from  this  House.  But  as  to  retaliation 
we  are  to  recollect  that  Great  Britain  is  much 
governed  by  her  own  interest,  and  if  she  sees  her 
interest  in  tt,  we  must  expect  that  she  will  re- 
taliate. 

Put  the  case  that  the  English  adopt  correspond- 
ing r^ulations,  that  they  prohibit  any  exports  or 
imports  in  American  vessels,  what  will  then  take 
place  to  the  operation  of  this  system?  Some 
gentlemen  who  are  friendly  to  the  restrictive 
xegimen  appear  to  think  that  it  will  give  an  em- 
bargo more  effectual  than  the  former,  because  it 
wiu  be  enforced  by  the  British  navy.  But  it  will 
not  be  an  embargo.  The  few  last  years  have  af- 
forded us  some  experience  on  this  subject.  Not- 
withstanding our  restrictive  resulations,  our  pro- 
ductions found  their  way  out  of  the  country,  and 
British  goods  found  their  way  in.  Such  assur- 
edly would  be  the  case  if  these  conflicting  systems 
were  put  in  operation.  Our  productions  would 
be  deposited  in  Amelia  island  on  the  South,  and 
Nova  Scotia  and  Canada  on  the  North,  to  be  car- 


ried away  by  the  British  vessels,  and  the  British 
merchants  would  have  there  a  supply  of  goods 
which  would  find  their  way  into  the  country  by 
stealtb  and  smuggling. 

In  such  a  state  of  Uiings  what  would  become 
of  the  shipping  intevest?  b  it  not  obvious  that 
our  ships  and  sailors  would  be  permanently  thrown 
out  of  employment,  and  that  all  our  trade  would 
be  carried  off  in  British  bottoms,  the  thing  we  ap- 
pear to  be  so  solicitous  to  guard  against  1  And 
what  would  render  our  situation  the  more  intole- 
rable and  oppressive,  is,  that  we  would  not  have 
it  in  our  power  to  shift  off  this  system  as  we  did 
the  embargo.  It  must  continue  not  merely  as 
long  as  we  choose,  but  during  the  pleasure  of 
Great  Britain,  for  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  if 
she  does  not  lead  the  way  in  these  "  navigation" 

Erojecti,  but  treads  in  our  own  footsteps^  we  shall 
ave  no  just  cause  to  complain,  either  or  the  com- 
mencement or  the  continuance  of  the  system  by 
her. 

Nor  will  the  evil  be  confined  to  the  shipping 
interest ;  it  will  be  felt  by  every  portion  of  the 
community,  and  particularly  by  our  faroaers  and 
planters.  We  know  that  one  of  the  effects  of  the 
restrictive  system,  is  to  enhance  the  prices  of  Eu- 
ropean articles,  and  that  we -are  now  taxed  se- 
verely by  it.  Again :  while  our  farmers  are  pay- 
ing an  advanced  price  on  the  articles  they  pur- 
chase, they  must,  as  they  now  do,  sacrifice  their 
productions.  The  merchant  who  will  undertake 
to  send  off  the  productions  of  the  country,  must 
do  it  at  much  expense  and  trouble,  and  will  re- 
quire a  profit  not  only  equal  to  his  capital  and 
the  risk,  but  so  as  to  enable  him  to  pay  the 
freight  of  his  vessel  both  out  and  in,  as  abe  must 
return  empty.  The  prices  at  the  place  of  deposite 
will  necessarily  be  low,  as  there  will  be  many 
sellers  and  few  buyers,  and  the  second  purchaser 
will  expect  another  profit,  equal  to  another  freight 
in  and  out,  as  well  as  compensation  for  his  time 
and  trouble,  and  as  an  advance  upon  the  capital 
he  employs.  All  these  profits  must  come  out  of 
the  pockets  of  the  farmer,  as  they  so  far  lessen  the 
price  which  he  obtains.  Is  not  all  this  verified 
by  late  experience?  While  American  articles 
were  scarce  and  dear  in  Europe,  was  the  farmer 
at  all  bettered  by  it  ?  On  the  contrary,  was  he 
not  driven  to  sell  his  productions,  if  indeed  he 
could  sell,  at  a  great  sacrifice  and  at  very  reduced 
prices  ? 

Without  going  more  into  detail  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  provisions  of  this  bill  which  bare  been 
struck  out  by  the  Senate  are  not  called  for  by 
the  situation  of  our  country,  or  by  the  true  policy 
of  this  Government,  and  tnat  their  operation,  if 
enacted,  might  be  ruinous  to  our  commercial  and 
agricultural  interest :  and  I  trust  that  the  gen- 
tlemen on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House,  who 
have  by  their  votes  declared  a  willingness  to  gee 
rid  of  the  non-intercourse  by  passing  this  law  en- 
cumbered with  these  provisions,  will  consent  to 
take  it  without  them. 

Some  gentlemen,  however,  appear  unwilling  to 
repeal  the  non-intercourse  law  without  a  substi- 
tute, inasmuch  i|s  they  think  they  see  in  such  re- 
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e%\  sobmmion  to  the  decrees  of  France  and 
ngiaad,  aad  a  censore  on  those  who  favored  the 
restrictiTe  system.  This  system  many  yet  pro- 
fess to  believe  would  have  been  aitosether  suffi- 
cient for  the  purposes  of  coercing  the  beliigerents, 
if  it  had  not  been  evaded.  I  wifi  not  take  up  the 
tioie  of  the  House  in  examining  what  in  an  un- 
koown  state  of  things  might  have  been  the  effect 
of  liie  embargo  or  the  noU'intercourse  on  France 
or  England.  With  respect  to  our  own  country, 
nothing  happened  but  what  might  have  been 
foreseeo.  Whenever,  by  an  unlimited  embargo, 
joQ  throw  a  vast  number  of  your  citizens  out  of 
their  usual  employ,  and  render  the  surplus  pro- 
ductions of  manv  others  useless,  it  is  in  human 
Dstore  to  evade  the  law  if  it  can  be  done.  Want 
and  ruin  are  deadly  enemies  to  that  kind  of  pa- 
triotism which  would  lead  to  an  observance  of 
sQch  a  system.  Ctontlemen  may  if  they  please 
charge  the  evasions  of  the  embargo  to  a  partic- 
niar  denomination  of  politicians,  but  you  and  I, 
Mr.  Speaker,  know  better.  In  this  respect  we 
were  indeed  all  Federalists  and  all  Republicans. 
Persons  of  every  political  church  were  equally 
cooeerned  and  equally  active  in  the  evasions. 

Bot  why  delay  the  repeal  of  the  non -intercourse 
until  we  can  hit  upon  a  substitute?  And  what  is  to 
be  the  substitutel  When  we  talk  about  submis- 
sion, do  we  believe  that  the  non-intercourse  is  re- 
sistance ?  Are  we  not  well  satisfied  by  this  time 
(hat  the  system  is  only  injurious  to  ourselves,  and 
have  we  not  been  told  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  that  the  law  \u  "  inefficient  and  alto- 
gether inapplicable  to  existing  circumstances  1" 
Let  it  therefore  be  done  away  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible, When  gentlemen  can  agree  on  a  soasti- 
tate,  let  it  be  brought  forward  as  a  distinct  propo- 
rtion, and  the  House  and  the  nation  will  judge 
of  it.  Indeed,  sir,  I  dislike  the  involved  mode  of 
legislating  which  has  been  attempted  in  this  case. 
When  the  embargo  was  to  be  done  away,  its  re- 
peal was  chained  to  the  non-intercourse;  and 
now,  when  the  non-intercourse  is  to  be  expuneed 
from  our  statute  books,  iu  repeal  is  linked  with  a 
apposed  navigation  law.  This  kind  of  connex- 
ion is  too  much  like  making  a  lot  of  goods  which 
Bever  before  came  together,  that  the  good  may 
carry  off  the  bad. 

I  am  aware  that  some  ffentlemen  wish  to  pro- 
crastinate the  repeal  of  the  non-intercourse,  be- 
cause they  expect  information  from  Europe  ;  but 
what  information  do  they  expect?  Is  it  a  re- 
peal of  the  obnoxious  orders  and  decrees  ?  If  so, 
the  oasnge  of  the  bill  can  have  no  influence,  as 
the  law  cannot  reach  Europe  until  after  the  re- 
peal Is  it  necessary  to  hear  how  the  British  will 
receive  the  dismissal  of  their  Minister?  We 
hare  already  heard  enough  to  satisfy  us  on  this 
head.  If  the  British  Cabinet,  after  a  view  of  the 
sQbjeet  and  during  the  period  when  their  deter- 
mination might  be  the  result  of  passion,  did  not 
think  of  hostilities  against  us,  do  we  yet  expect 
ft  var  with  England  ?  Why  then  delay  the  re- 
peal? 

Are  these  not  reasons  which  should  induce  us 
to  act  promptly  on  this  pubjeot  ?    Every  day  we 


suffer  to  paas  while  the  country  rtmaint  ihua 
shackled  and  bound,  adds  to  the  losses  of  our  rev* 
enue,  and  I  need  scarcely  add  that  our  Treasurv 
is  not  now  in  a  situation  to  bear  losses.  It  is  wel^ 
ascertained  that  there  is  im)W  at  Amelia  island 
and  at  Nova  Scotia  and  Canada,  jg^reat  quantities 
of  English  goods  which  are  run  into  the  United 
States,  and  this  smuggling  will  continue  and  in- 
crease as  long  as  an  open  entry  is  prohibited.  It 
is  not  practicable  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  this 
illicit  trade,  but  the  amount  of  duties  which  we 
have  lost  by  the  non-intercourse  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  and  since  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  recommended  the  ^4mmediate 
attention"  of  the  subject  to  us,  is  certainly  many 
hundred  thousands  of  dollars. 

But  the  Injury  is  not  confined  to  the  Govern* 
ment ;  the  merchant  and  the  farmer  are  groaning 
under  this  heavy  load.  It  is  true  that  the  restric- 
tive system  has  almost  produced  a  revolution  ip 
our  mercantile  men  and  in  the  manner  of  con- 
ducting business.  But  there  yet  remains  some 
of  our  old  traders  who,  believing  from  the  intro- 
duction of  this  bill  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Legislature  long  since  tohaveremoved  this  deadly 
incubus,  have  made  up  cargoes  for  exportation. 
I  dare  not  say  how  much  I  have  been  informed 
has  already  been  sunk  by  these  merchants,  who 
regard  your  laws  and  deserve  your  protection,  as 
the  amount  would  appear  scarcely  credible,  bul 
I  may  say  that  the  mere  demurrage  of  vessels  ao- 
tuaily  laden  and  ready  for  sea,  and  which  wait 
the  repeal  of  the  aon-iotercourse,  Is  not  less  than 
eighty  thousand  dollars  each  day,  and  is  prph%bly 
much  more. 

The  losses  to  the  farmers  are  equally  serious. 
The  period  has  arrived  when  the  persons  engaged 
in  agriculture  who  are  not  larffe  capitalists  must 
dispose  of  their  produce,  as  well  to  satisfy  the  de- 
mands of  the  last  year,  as  to  provide  for  the  ex- 
igencies of  the  present.'  It  is  a  duty  we  owe  these 
people  to  give  them  the  best  market  in  our  power, 
and  it  is  a  duty  we  will  perform  unless  we  mean 
to  press  them  to  madness.  If  it  is  supposed  that 
the  repeal  of  the  non-intercourse  will  not  afford 
them  better  prices  or  a  surer  sale,  I  will  simply 
point  to  what  has  happened  while  this  law  has 
been  pending.  Do  we  not  know  that  produce 
has  risen  and  fallen  as  it  appeared  by  the  proceed- 
ings of  Congress  that  this  bill  would  or  would 
not  pass? 

But  I  will  not  longer  trespass  on  the  patience 
of  the  House,  as  I  fear  that  my  aoxi«ty  on  this 
subject  has  already  carried  me  too  far.  I  con- 
clude therefore  with  observing,  that  I  shall  vote 
against  adhering,  and  for  the  bill  as  it  now  stands ; 
and  with  a  wish  that  the  House  nuy  recede.  I 
have  done. 

The  House  then  adjourned,  (at  5  o'clock,) 
yeas  74. 

Tbursdat,  March  29. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Dawson^  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Raohtd,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law 
for  the  classification  of  the  miUtia  of  the  United  Btates 
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ciceording  to  age,  and  for  anning  soch  as  ma  j  be  called 

into  actual  eerrice. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  committed  to 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 
The  Spbakcr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 

from  the  Postmaster  General,  transmitting  two 

reports  in  obedience  to  the  resolutions  of  the 

-House,  of  the  fourteenth  and  twentieth  instant; 

which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  to 
establish  post  roads. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  committee  on  that  part  of 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
respecting  the  organization  of  the  mitittaofthe 
United  States,  reported  thatthe  committee  were  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  improper  at  this  time  to 
innorate  on  the  present  militia  system  of  the 
fJnited  States. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  to  recommit  the  report  with 
instructions  to  report  a  bill  for  classing  tne  militia 
according  to  age,  and  providing  to  arm  such  of 
them  as  may  be  called  into  public  service. 

Mr.  Pitkin  made  a  motion  which  superseded 
this  motion,  viz:  to  commit  the  report  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 
The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  two  bills,  entitled 
^^  An  act  authorizing  the  sale  and  grant  of  a  cer- 
tain quantity  of  public  land  to  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal  Company ;''  and  ^  An  act 
authorizing  a  subscription  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  the  stock  of  the  Ohio  Canal  Com- 
pany '^  to  which  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Taylor  said  it  would  be  recollected  that 
several  projects  on  the  subject  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  had  been  offered  during  the  present 
session,  some  of  this  House,  and  one  of  the  Sen- 
ate, in  the  form  of  a  bill  now  laid  on  the  tables 
of  the  members.    Some  days  ago,  (said  Mr.  T.,) 
one  of  the  plans  for  constituting  or  raising  a  bank 
of  the  United  States,  which  had  been  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  tne  whole  House,  was  by  the 
original  proposer  removed  from  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee.   He  said  he  believed  it  all  important  to 
the  nation  that  the  project  which  should  be  most 
advantageous  should  be  presented  to  the  decision 
of  the  House ;  other  projects  were  now  perhaps 
in  a  train  for  being  offered  in  detail,  and  it  would 
probably  be  found  that  the  renewal  of  the  char- 
ter of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  would  be  the 
most  advantageous  course.    He  would  not  now 
express  an  opinion  one  wa^  or  the  other,  but  rose 
for  the  purpose  of  advocating  fair  play  by  giving 
the  House  a  choice  of  plans.    With  that  view, 
and  to  give  all  the  proposed  plans  an  equal  chance, 
he  moved  thatthe  Committee  of  the  Whole  should 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of 
the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee,  with  a  view 
to  report  a  biH. 


The  question  on  discharging  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  from  the  report  was  carried  withoat 
a  division. 

On  the  question  to  refer  the  report  to  a  select 
committee, 

Mr.  Love  supported  the  motion,  because  he  felt 
convinced  the  House  would  with  difficulty,  if 
ever,  come  to  a  decision  on  a  plan,  if  the  discossion 
commenced  on  a  resolution,  and  was  afterwards 
to  be  repeated  on  a  bill. 

Mr.  Bassbtt  was  opposed  to  the  reference. 
He  thought  the  House  ought  to  try  the  questtoo 
on  principle  before  they  entered  into  any  details. 
Mr.  Taylob  said  his  only  object  was  fair  play. 
The  Senate  would  with  their  bill  anticipate  the 
House;  and  though  their  plan  might  not  be 
deemed  the  best,  tne  regular  troops  had  before 
now  defeated  the  militia  and  mignt  again.  He 
only  asked  the  same  indulgence  as  had  beea  ac- 
corded to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  ! 
Vireinia  (Mr.  Love)  a  few  days  ago. 

Mr.  Gh OLSON  thought  this  reference  would 
operate  as  a  delay;  for  if  a  discussion  of  any  bill 
on  the  subject  of  a  bank  was  pressed,  the  Hoose 
would  be  told  the  subject  was  yet  before  a  com- 
mittee and  that  they  ought  to  wait  for  its  report 
Mr.  Q^niNCY  spoke  in  favor  of  a  commitmeoL 
Mr.  LovB  said  he  had  moved  the  reference  of 
his  proposition  to  a  select  committee,  because  be 
believed  it  would  be  practicable  to  report  a  bill 
which  would  not  conflict  with  any  ConstitatioDal 
provision.    He  did  not  agree,  however,  that  tbe 
proposition  to  commit  this  was  precisely  of  a  sim- 
ilar nature  with  that  which  was  agreed  to  in  re- 
lation to  his.    The  difference  was  in  this:  that 
in  the  present  case  a  Constitutional  difficoUy  oc- 
curred on  the  face  of  the  proposition,  and  which 
could  be  decided  without  seeing  the  details  of  a 
bill,  whilst  the  same  objection  could  not  apply  to 
a  general  proposition  for  a  nation«l  bank,  for  till 
its  features  were  presented  in  the  detail,  the  ob- 
jections to  it  could  not  be  known. 

Mr.  Pitkin  was  for  commitment.  He  wished 
to  see  the  conditions  on  which  the  charter  was 
to  be  continued.  He  did  not  say  what  all  tbe 
conditions  should  be,  but  one  must  be,  in  his 
opinion,  that  the  individuals  should  pay  a  hand- 
some sum  into  the  public  Treasury ;  tnat  the  Uni- 
ted  States  should  have  the  benefit  of  the  renewal, 
and  that  it  should  not  be  put  into  the  pockets  of 
individuals^  His  vote  might  be  governed  by  tbe 
sum  to  be  given,  and  therefore  he  wished  to  see 
the  plan  in  detail. 

Mr.  QoLo  expatiated  on  the  inconvenience 
which  would  result  from  a  double  discussion,  first 
on  a  resolution  and  then  on  a  bill.  He  did  not 
conceive,  with  Mr.  Love,  that  the  question  would 
be  on  a  simple  renewal  of  the  present  charter  of 
tbe  Bank  or  the  United  States,  hut  that  an  exten- 
sive revision  and  modification  of  the  former  sys- 
tem was  contemplated.  It  was  indispensable 
that  the  subject  should  be  presented  as  much  in 
detail  as  possible.  The  House  would  not  at  all 
commit  itself  by  voting  for  this  motion. 

Mr.  Dana  said  that  he  had  rather  that  the 
whole  question  as  respected  both  propositiooi 
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should  h^ve  been  agitated  in  Commiuee  of  the 
Whole.  If  those  whose  business  it  was  to  ad- 
minister the  affairs  of  the  GorerDineot  said  that 
the  business  of  the  QovernineDt  could  be  couduct- 
ed  without  a  bank,  and  that  they  would  under- 
take to  do  without  it,  Mr.  D.  said  he  was  willing 
to  let  the  whole  go.  He  thought  there  was  an 
incoogmif  in  having  the  subject  of  banks  re- 
ferred to  two  distinct  committee),  as  they  would 
probably  be  continually  carrying  on  war  on  the 
frontiers  of  each  others  provinces. 

Mr.  Macon  said  it  was  but  fair  to  give  both 
projects  the  same  coiirse.  He  had  no  fear  of  col- 
lisioD  between  the  two  committecii.  He  recol- 
lected indeed  once  a  contest  between  the  military 
and  Da?al  committees,  to  which  of  the  two  the 
gaoboats  belonged ;  but  the  same  subject  was 
often  before  two  different  committees  without  pro- 
ducing difficulty  ;  as  for  instance,  the  two  con- 
Toy  bills  were  reported  during  this  session  by 
different  committees.  It  was  perfectly  fair  he 
thought,  to  refer  to  one  committee  the  question 
whether  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  should  be  renewed,  and  to  another  the 
question  whether  a  bank  should  be  established  on 
altogether  a  new  plan. 

The  motion  for  reference  to  a  select  committee 
vas  carried. 

Messrs.  Taylor,  Mumpord,  Pitkin.  J.  Porter, 
Ghat,  Howard,  and  Cook,  were  appointed,  with 
iastruction  to  report  by  bill. 

EMBARGO  PENALTY. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
ihe  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  on  the  petition  of 
Aothooy  Bock. 

[The  case  of  the  petitioner  is  nearly  this :  He 
resides  in  or  near  Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  and 
sold  a  cargo  of  flour  to  a  person  coming  from  an 
Eastern  State,  with  a  permi.<^ion  to  import  flour 
forcoDsamption.  When  this  person  was  about 
to  clear  out  with  his  cargo,  it  became  necessary 
that  he  should  give  bond  and  security  to  land  it 
ID  the  United  States.  Knowing  no  other  person 
in  that  country,  Mr.  Buck  became  his  security. 
He  evaded  the  embargo  law,  with  the  cargo  of 
flour,  and  left  Mr.  Buck  to  pay  the  penalty.  His 
papers  (permission,  dbc.)  were  acknowledged  to 
bare  been  genuine.  Mr.  Buck  prays  to  be  re- 
leased from  the  penalty.  There  are  the  strongest 
testimonies  in  his  favor,  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  reports  his  belief  in  his  innocence  of 
aof  design  to  aid  in  or  connive  at  the  violation 
of  the  law.  The  question  is,  shall  his  penalty 
under  these  circumstances  be  remitted?  The 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  re- 
port the  following  resolution:  ^^ Besolved.  That 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is  reasonable  and 
ought  10  be  granted."! 

Messrs.  Newton,  MAcoif,  and  Taylor,  op- 
posed the  report,  and  Messrs.  Dawson,  Ran oolph, 
Di^A,  Bo RWELL,  Nelson,  and  Key,  supported  it. 

The  report  was  agreed  to  in  committee,  report- 
ed to  the  House  and  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ranoolph,  the  resolution 
was  referred  to  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill. 


COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  to  wit :  the  ques- 
tion, on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  that  the  House 
do  adhere  (o  their  disagreement  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act 
respecting  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France, 
and  for  other  purposes." 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for  by  Mr. 
Dana,  when  Mr.  Speaker  decided  that  a  ques- 
tion to  adhere  is  not  divisible. 

Mr.  BoYO. — Mr.  Speaker,  without  any  apology 
I  will  observe  that  I  am  unwilling  to  taae  this 
question  without  discharging  that  duty  that  I 
owe  to  my  constituents,  my  country,  and  myself. 
I  consider  adhering  to  this  bill  as  very  essential, 
because,  if  it  should  not  be  carried,  the  bill  as 
amended  by  the  Senate  will  be  agreed  to,  and 
that  I  consider  as  absolute  submission  to  the 
British  orders  and  French  decrees.  I  shall  offer 
no  apology  for  the  time  that  I  shall  occupy  in 
giving  my  sentiments  on  this  important  occasion, 
as  I  consider  every  moment  spent  at  this  stage  of 
the  business  as  so  much  «(ime  redeemed  from 
ignominious  submission  to  foreign  Powers,  from 
a  surrender  of  our  national  rights,  which  I  am 
not  disposed  to  make — I  never  have  and  I  trust 
that  I  never  will. 

I  wish  to  make  some  observations  on  what  a 
member  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Cook)  has 
told  you.  He  has  said  that  the  non-intercourse 
is  a  dead  letter,  nay,  worse  than  nothing,  worse 
than  a  dead  letter.  Now,  sir,  is  this  so?  I  have 
learned  that  a  living  dog  is  better  than  a  dead 
lion.  That  gentleman  says  that  no  person  re- 
gards the  non-intercourse;  that  all  our  ships  are 
going  out  without  the  least  regard  to  the  law, 
and  then  asks  for  what  will  you  continue  it?  To 
the  embarrassment  of  your  merchants?  Their 
ships  are  loaded  and  ready  to  sail,  and  now  wait- 
ing your  decision  at  great  loss  and  damage! 
Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  both  those  propositions  can- 
not be  true — one  of  them  maybe,  the  other  must 
be  incorrect.  I  am  led  to  believe  they  both  are, 
to  a  degree.  But  suppose  it  to  be  as  the  gentle- 
man first  stated  (which  for  the  honor  of  my 
country  I  hope  it  is  not) — then  let  me  ask  of  that 
gentleman  where  he  finds  that  extensive  suffer- 
ing which  he  states  with  such  sympathy  and 
feeling?    And  how  are  prices  depressed? 

On  the  other  hand,  it  our  ships  are  waiting, 
and  not  going  contrary  to  law,  and  in  disregard 
of  it,  then  the  law  has  effect — and  what  is  the 
operation  of  it?  Gentlemen  say  that  embargo, 
non-intercourse,  and  Mr.  Macon's  bill,  (with  his 
leave,)  as  it  is  called,  is  all  wrong,  and  injurious 
to  none  but  ourselves,  and  injurious  to  ourselves 
to  a  great  decree.  And  the  gentlemen  from  the 
other  side  of  the  House  say  that  we  oua;ht  to 
abandon  all  restrictive  measures,  undo  all  you 
have  done  for  eight  years  past,  take  away  your 
destructive  regulations,  let  tne  merchants  do  their 
business  in  their  own  way. 

Mr.  Speaker,  permit  me  to  take  a  retrospect- 
ive view,  and  it  may  be  that  we  shall  discover 
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structioa  of  the  country,  as  ruinous  to  ourselves, 
and  inoperative  on  our  adversaries.  And,  with- 
out showing  that  these  denunciations  have  any 
foundation  in  fact,  loud  appeals  are  made  to  the 
magnanimity  of  the  House,  and  the  immediate 
repeal  of  the  non-intercourse  act  is  demanded. 
While  gentlemen  make  this  demand,  they  ac- 
knowledge it  involves  nationij  disgrace.  They 
have  the  candor  to  acknowledge  that,  if  we  with- 
draw our  present  system,  and  take  no  other,  it  is 
submission !  But  they  tell  us  we  must  rid  the 
D/ition  of  commercial  restrictions,  and  they  will 
unite  in  a  bold  stand,  in  energetic  measures»-in 
convoying,  &c.  Why  will  they  not  first  adopt 
a  measure  of  this  sort,  and  then  repeal  the  non- 
intercourse?  I  will  go  any  lengths  with  gentle- 
men hi  defending  the  rights  and  maintaining  the 
honor  of  this  nation.  When,  however,  they 
speak  ID  this  style — say  to  us,  we  must  recede 
DOW,  and  it  will  not  prevent  us  from  taking  any 
other  measure  hereafter;  when  they  talk,  as  a 
substitute  of  convoying, with  a  perfect  knowledge 
at  the  same  time,  that  a  bill  for  that  purpose 
would  pass  neither  branch  of  the  Legislature; 
when  they  urge  us  to  surrender  our  present  posi- 
tion before  any  other  is  selected ;  I  say  that  when 
gentlemen  use  a  language,  and  are  prepared  to 
pursue  such  a  course  as  this,  however  pure  their 
motives  mav  be,  I  for  one  protest  against  it,  as  an 
UQwarrantaole  dereliction  of  principle,  and  as 
leading  directly  to  national  disgrace. 

If,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  House  is  seriously  dis- 
posed to  persevere  in  resisting  the  aggressions  on 
our  neutral  riehts,  let  us  inquire  into  the  substan- 
tial practicable  modes  of  resistance. 

We  can  only  resist  by  war,  or  in  the  same  mao- 
ner  as  we  are  assailed,  to  witj  by  commercial  reg- 
ulations and  restrictions.  I  think  it  will  be  easy 
to  demonstrate  that  the  latter  mode,  while  it  is 
certainly  the  most  natural,  is  also  the  most  effi- 
cient one  that  can  be  resorted  to  by  this  country, 
except  under  very  peculiar  circumstances.^  If  we 
resist  encroachments  on  our  maritime  privileges 
by  war,  the  war  must  be  carried  on  eitner  upon 
the  ocean,  or  by  the  invasion  of  the  enemy's  ter- 
ritory. If  the  warfare  be  naval,  as  it  relates  to 
France,  it  cannot  affect  her,  because  she  has  noth- 
ing upon  the  sea;  and,  as  regards  Great  Britain, 
it  must  be  unsuccessful,  on  account  of  her  naval 
superiority  over  the  whole  world. 

Should  you,  on  the  other  hand,  commence  war 
not  on  the  ocean,  but  against  the  enemy's  terri* 
tory ;  as  to  France,  she  has  no  territory  within 
our  reach — there  is  no  point  of  contact  between 
us;  and,  as  to  Britain,  we  would  conquer  her 
North  American  possessions  in  one  campaign; 
and^she  would  then,  in  respect  to  offensive  war, 
be  as  completely  without  our  reach  as  France. 
Supposing,  therefore,  she  should  still  continue 
her  restraints  on  neutral  commerce  after  the  con- 
quest of  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  and  the 
Canadas,  it  results  necessarily  that  you  can  then 
only  oppose  her  by  commercial  restrictions  in 
some  form.  Indeed,  after  that  event,  it  would  be 
the  only  practicable  opposition  to  Britain,  as  it  is 
now  most  manifestly  tne  only  kind  of  resbtance 


which  we  can  employ  that  would  produce  aof 
pressure  on  France.  The  truth  is,  you  cannoi, 
from  the  relative  geographical  position  of  the 
United  States  and  those  nations  devise  any  other 
permanent  policy  that  can  be  brought  to  actupoa 
them.  You  cannot  affect  them,  nor  can  the^ 
affect  you  in  any  other  way. 

This,  sir.  is  a  position  in  the  correctneis  of 
which  I  feel  the  fullest  assurance.  And  I  would 
ask  gentlemen  to  consider  seriously  the  coD$^ 
quences  of  assen.ting  on  this  floor,  and  giving 
currency  to  the  mischievous  sentiment,  that  thu 
nation  ought  to  relinquish  the  system  of  commer- 
cial restrictions.  Give  up  this  system,  and  I  pro- 
nounce that  you,  ipso  factor  sink  intosabmissioo. 
You  will  hold  your  maritime  privileges  hj  ibe 
frail,  mean  tenure  of  the  will  of  the  land  and  sea- 
tyrants.  Is  there  anything  dishonorable  in  the 
system  that  occasions  such  impatience  under  it? 
It  is  as  old  as  commerce  itself.  It  has  been  pnc- 
tised  at  all  times,  in  all  ages,  and  by  all  the  di* 
tions  in  Christendom.  It  is  at  this  time  parsaed 
by  France,  Great  Britain,  and  every  natioo  ia 
Europe,  for  the  purpose  of  counteracting  the  pro- 
hibitory regulations  of  each  other.  I  wonld,  ia 
very  few  instances,  follow  the  example  of  Napo- 
leon ;  but  if  he,  the  most  powerful  monarch  that 
has  ever  lived,  is,  in  the  present  eztraordiDary 
state  of  the  world,  driven  to  non-intercourse,  aod 
the  most  rigorous  commercial  regulations,  1  can 
see  nothing  strange  in  the  adoption  of  a  similar 
countervailing  policy  by  other  nations.  • 

For  the  United  States,  the  system  of  commer- 
cial restriction  as  a  mean  of  counteraction  against 
a  like  policy  practised  by  other  nations,  is  at  all 
times  preferable  to  war.  It  has,  until  now,  been 
uniformly  so  considered  in  this  country,  under 
every  Administration;  and  it  is  undoubtedly  bet- 
ter adapted  to  our  interest,  and  to  the  American 
habits  and  pursuits,  than  war.  If  ever  the  na- 
tional domain  shall  be  assailed,  or,  for  any  oiber 
cause,  it  shall  be  decided  that  war  is  necessary, 
you  will  find  a  sure  resource  in  the  valor  aad 
patriotism  of  this  people.  But,  sir,  refer  it  to  the 
essential  part  of  the  community ;  to  the  great 
body  of  the  agriculturists,  whether  they  woali 
in  order  to  obtain  a  given  end,  prefer  war  or  com- 
mercial restrictions  7  We  are  too  well  acquainted 
with  the  opinions  of  our  constituents  not  to  knoff 
what  the  answer  would  be. 

I  will  cease  to  theorize  on  this  subject  It  is 
by  the  infallible  criterion  which  I  admit  must  de- 
termine the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  every 
measure,  that  I  wish  the  wisdom  of  the  policy  of 
this  Government,  since  the  adoption  of  the  em- 
bargo, to  be  tested.  Let  us  recur  to  experience. 
We  will  examine  what  have  been  the  effects  of 
the  system  of  commercial  restrictions  pursued  by 
this  country.  Under  its  operation,  Great  Britain 
and  France  have  been  compelled  to  pay  enor- 
mous prices — in  many  instances,  double  and  tri- 
ple— for  American  articles,  while  their  exports  to 
this  country  have  been  cut  off;  an  inconvenience 
which  has  been  severely  felt,  particularly  by 
Great  Britain.  For  I  would  ask,  from  what  other 
cause  can  you  account  for  the  course  of  exchange 
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manafaetared  goods,  yon  allow  them  to  capture 
your  lawful  commerce,  pay  duty  in  and  out,  fill 
their  Treasury,  support  their  nary  and  their  army, 
whilst  one  eighth  part  of  the  population  is  com- 
posed of  paupers — and  for  what  all  this  ?  Why, 
truly,  sir,  to  enable  them  to  engulph  the  trade  of 
the  world  and  to  take  your  own  finances  to  sub- 
due and  supplant  yon.  And  does  the  boon  that 
we  kre  about  to  confer  on  them  agree  with  the 
spirit  of  freedom  and  independence?  No,  sir,  it 
does  not;  it  is  helping  them  to  continue  that  sys- 
tem of  oppression,  tyranny,  and  slarery,  to  their 
own  subjects.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session  of  Congress,  the  President  thought 
It  advisable  to  prepare  for  the  worst  by  a  call  for 
100,000  militia  and  20,000  regular  forces,  and  to 
man  and  fit  for  sea  all  our  snips  of  war.  Yop 
hare  passed  some  of  those  laws.  May  I  ask  you 
for  what  purpose,  admitting  that  all  restrictions 
are  uken  off?  Let  those  that  advocate  such 
absurd  measures  be  accountable  for  them.  For 
gentlemen  to  say  that  they  are  for  more  energetic 
measares  whilst  they  regret  everYthing  that  has 
the  most  distant  appearance  of  resistance  conveys 
to  mj  mind  that  they  look  one  way  and  row 
another.  Sir,  the  liberty  of  my  coontrjr  I  shall 
always  endeavor  to  support — I  will  resign  it  to 
DO  one ;  but,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  defend  it 
to  the  end  of  my  days.  So  much,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  thoQght  it  my  duty  to  say.  I  will  detain  the 
HoQse  no  longer. 

Mr.  Gholbon  said,  that  upon  a  snbject  of  so 
much  im'portance  as  that  under  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  he  trusted  he  would  be  allowed  to 
dispense  with  the  customary  ceremon|r  of  an 
apology  for  occupying  a  small  portion  of  its  atten- 
tion. The  question  now  to  be  decided,  he  said, 
iboald  be  fairly  understood  by  the  American  peo- 
ple; it  is  not  (as  has  been  most  incorrectly  stated 
by  gentlemen)  whether  we  shall  adhere  to  the 
caTigation  and  commercial  system  adopted  some 
months  ago  by  this  House,  and  se^it  to  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  for  its  concurrence. 
That  system,  whether  wi^e  or  impolitic,  is  irre- 
deemably lost.  The  Senate  have  finally  rejected 
it;  it  is  without  our  control,  and  by  no  vote 
that  we  can  give  can  it  be  reinstated.  No,  sir, 
the  true  question  which  we  are  to  determine, 
ought  not,  must  not,  and,  so  far  as  depends  on 
tne,  shall  not  be  disguised.  It  is,  whether  we 
shall,  conformably  with  the  proposal  of  the  Sen- 
ate, withdraw  every  species  of  opposition  what- 
ever to  the  belligerent  encroachments  on  our 
maritime  rights?  Whether  we  sball  repeal  our 
present  non-intercourse  law  without*  any  substi- 
tute? And,  in  fine,  whether  we  shall,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  solemn  pledge  we  have  made  to  our 
constituents,  renew  commerce  with  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Prance,  subject  in  every  respect  to  the 
operation  of  their  iniquitous  edicts?  For,  sir, 
the  bill,  as  it.  is  now  offered  to  us,  is  naked,  un- 
coDditional  submission,  to  the  decrees  and  orders 
of  those  nations.  It  proposes  no  sort  of  resist- 
ance. The  system  which  the  bill  originally  con- 
tained was  said  to  be  too  weak,  or  was  in  fact 

too  strong  for  certain  gentlemen^  and  to  obviate 


this  difficulty,  th^  bill  is  eviscerated  by  way  of 
amendment,  and  thus  a  defective  measure  is 
amended  by  taking  no  measure  at  all. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  session  before  the  last, 
when  the  French  Emperor  said,  if  we  had  any 
intercourse  with  Great  Britain  he  woald  seques- 
ter and  confiscate  our  property  within  his  grasp, 
and  Great  Britain  announced  to  us  that  our  ves- 
sels were,  in  the  first  place,  to  pass  under  the  can- 
non of  her  thousand  ships  of  war  through  her 
ports,  to  pay  to  her  a  tax  on  their  cargoes,  and 
take  from  her  a  license  to  prosecute  the  voyage — 
at  that  time  there  was  but  one  sentiment  uttered 
by  a  vast  majority  of  the  national  councils,  and 
that  sentiment  was  re-echoed  from  one  end  of  the 
continent  to  the  other.  It  was  resistance,  to  the 
last  extremity,  to  the  decrees  and  orders;  and  we 
heard  of  war — embargo — non-intercourse — letters 
of  marque  and  reprisal,  or  anything  but  submia- 
sion.  What  do  we  hear  now,  sir  ?  We  have  a 
discourse  every  day  on  prices  current ;  cotton  and 
tobacco  would  be  enhanced  if  they  were  not 
obliged  to  pass  eircuitously  bv  Amelia  island,  and 
other  places  of  entrepot,  to  Grreat  Britain  and  the 
Continent;  we  must  have  no  more  commercial 
restrictions;  non- intercourse  roust  be  immedi- 
ately repealed ;  substitutes  are  ridiculed.  In  fact, 
sir,  so  thorough  is  the  revolution,  that  we  now 
hear  of  almost  everything  but  resistance  to  the 
lawless  ipvaders  of  our  neutral  privileges. — 
Whence  this  change,  so  unexpected,  so  unac- 
countable? Do  you  find  any  apology  for  it  in 
the  redress  of  our  wrongs  ?  Ko.  Do  you  seek 
for  an  excuse  in  the  revocation  of  the  decrees 
and  orders?  Not  at  all.  They  are  still  in  force. 
Those  of  France  are  executed  with  more  rigor 
at  this  time  than  at  any  preceding  period ;  and 
those  of  Britain,  although  modified  as  to  the  tax 
or  transit  duty,  and  in  some  other  respects,  yet 
would  intercept  very  nearly  one-half  or  our  ordi- 
nary exports.  They  still  prohibit  the  ports  of 
France,  Holland,  and  Italy.  To  what,  then,  will 
you  refer  as  a  justification  for  your  abandonment 
of  the  only  ground  of  resistance  you  have  taken 
before  the  causes  which  led  to  it  have  ceased  ? 
Sir,  this  is  a  question  which  I  emphatically  pro- 
pound to  both  sides  of  the  House.  Gentlemen 
of  all  parties  united,  last  Winter  twelve  months, 
in  the  solemn  resolve,  that  *^we  could  not  submit 
to  the  French  and  British  decrees  and  orders 
without  a  sacrifice  of  the  rights,  honor,  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  nation."  Now,  I  put  it  to  the 
consciences  of  my  acquaintances  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  in  particular,  whether,  although 
they  may  consider  themselves  absolved  as  to 
Britain,  in  consequence  of  the  modification  of 
her  orders,  they  are  still  bound  to  fulfil  their 
pledge  as  to  France,  whose  edicts  remain  unmiti- 
gated ? 

I  have  heard,  Mr.  Speaker,  arguments  on  this 
side  of  the  House  which  excite  my  unutterable 
surprise.  The  very  policy  which  gentlemen  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  uniformly  advocating  on  this 
floor,  and  which  has  governed  the  last  and  pres- 
ent Administrationsi  is  now  reprobated  by  them, 
with  unusual  vehemence,  as  tending  to  the  de- 
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I  will  detain  the  HoQse  bat  a  few  moments 
longer,  while  I  notice  some  of  the  most  proml" 
nent  arguments  that  hare  been  advanced  bv  gen- 
tlemen in  fay  or  of  receding.  The  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Trodp,)  for  whose  opinions 
and  sense  of  honor  I  entertain  the  highest  respect| 
has  told  you  that  it  cannot  be  said  that  he  is  will- 
ing to  submit ;  that  those  who  substituted  non- 
intercourse  for  embargo,  submitted  to  the  inra- 
sions  of  onr  neutral  rights;  and  that  the  impor- 
tant article  of  cotton  has  fallen  by  the  deleterious 
operation  of  non-intercourse  to  eleven  cents. — 
Now,  sir,  we  will  admit  that  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman was  correct  in  voting  for  the  continuance 
of  the  embargo;  but  if  he  was  defeated  (as  I 
was  myself)  in  that  particular  object,  does  it  re- 
lease him  from  supporting  any  other  measure  in- 
tended to  produce  the  same  end  ?  Or  does  it  form 
a  sufficient  apology  for  assenting  to  this  mangled 
remnant  of  the  bill  returned  from  the  other 
House,  which  is  acknowledged  to  be  submission  ? 
No.  sir,  although  the  gentleman  may  have  been 
once  disappointed,  I  think  we  have  still  a  fair 
claim  to  bis  co-operation. — [Mr.  Troup  made 
some  explanations  in  a  low  voice.  It  was  under- 
stood that  he  said  he  was  at  all  times  ready  to 
pursue  the  proper  course  to  redress  the  injuries 
we  had  sustained.] 

Mr.  G.  said  that  those  who  were  dissatisfied 
with  non-intercourse,  should,  before  they  ask  the 
removal  of  it,  come  out  witn  some  other  system 
better  adapted  to  the  crisis.  As  to  the  prices, 
said  Mr.  G.,  in  that  section  of  the  country  where 
cotton  is  the  principal  commodity,  I  regret  the 
declension  of  them.  I  will,  however,  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  whether  he  believes,  if 
the  embargo  had  continued,  cotton  would  have 
borne  a  better  price  than  it  does  under  non-inter- 
course? Or,  what  could  Lave  been  expected  to 
enhance  the  price  from  such  intercourse  as  we 
should  have  had  with  France  and  Great  Britain? 
It  is  not  to  the  embargo  or  non-intercourse,  but 
to  the  violations  of  our  neutral  commerce,  that 
we  must  refer,  if  we  wish  to  find  the  true  and 
real  causes  of  the  inconveniences  we  have  expe- 
rienced. 

The  eentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Taylob;  is  ready  honestlv  and  directly  to  vote 
off  the  non-intercourse  without  any  substitute,  in 
preference  to  permitting  it  to  expire  at  the  end 
of  the  session,  affirming,  at  the  same  time,  that 
he  would  rather  face  the  dbgrace  of  such  a  tran- 
saction in  this  Hall  than  that  it  should  pursue 
him  home  to  his  family  and  his  constituents.  A 
disgrace  of  either  kind  would,,  to  be  sure,  be  ex- 
ceedingly deplorable;  and  I  never  shall  suspect 
the  gentleman  of  it,  (for  i  believe  him  to  be  a 
perfectly  honorable  man,)  but  I  would  suggest  to 
him  a  mode  by  which  he  could  relieve  himself 
from  his  present  predicament:  it  is  by  voting 
against  the  bill.  For,  if  the  non-intercourse  act 
shall,  contrary  to  his  wish,  expire  at  the  end  of 
the  session  without  a  substitute,  that  will  be  a  cir- 
cumstance beyond  his  control,  and  for  which  he 
will  be  in  no  wav  responsible,  no  portion  of  the 
disgrace  of  it  will  attach  to  him ;  while  if  he 


unites  in  voting  off  the  non-intereoune  without 
taking  any  other  measure,  that  is  an  affinntiire 
act,  for  which  he  most  hold  hold  himself  account- 
able  for  his  full  share  of  the  consequences.  Tbe 
honorable  gentleman  has  told  us,  that  by  the  pres- 
ent system,  our  revenue  has  been  great] ]r  dimin- 
ished. In  answer  to  this  remark,  I  canonlfob* 
serve,  that  but  for  the  embargo  and  Don-ioter- 
course,  we  should  by  this  time  have  had  perhtm 
scarcely  any  revenue  at  ail,  because  we  sbooid 
have  been  plundered  by  our  adversaries  of  the 
very  means  of  revenue.  Yes,  sirs,  your  prodoce 
would  have  been  sacrificed ;  you  could  hare  pt^ 
chased  nothing  to  import,  and  where  wonld  ban 
been  your  revenue? 

The  gentleman  from  New.Tork  (Mr.  Emxot] 
has  called  to  his  aid  the  Secretarv  of  the  Treas- 
ury. The  annual  report  of  that  able  officer  is  re- 
ferred to  to  prove  that  we  should  not  persist  in  the 
present  measure.  The  Secretary,  to  be  sure,  ad- 
verts, and  with  very  great  pronriety,  to  the  erils 
resulting  from  the  evasions  and  imperfections  of 
the  non-intercourse  act.  These  imperfections 
were  produced  entirely  by  the  modifications  of  ii 
that  took  place  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Erskine^ 
arrangement,  and  they  now  exist  on  accoont  of 
the  altered  state  of  things,  occasioned  by  thedI^ 
avowal  of  that  arrangement.  Is  the  Groveroment 
chargeable  with  this,  or  can  it  be  collected  from 
the  Secretarv's  report,  that  he  is  in  favor  of  & 
simple  repeal  of  the  non -intercourse,  without 
adopting  any  other  measure  in  its  place?  Aof 
gentleman  would  hazard  too  much  in  makm 
such  an  assertion.  It  is  within  my  owa  kaowP 
edge  that  the  contrary  is  the  fact. 

But  the  honorable  member  is  very  anxioas,  ii 
we  are  to  have  a  substitute,  it  should  be  in  a  di» 
tinct  bill.  He  can  see  no  propriety  in  cODDectioj 
it  with  the  repeal.  After  the  repeal  is  obtained 
will  the  gentleman,  or  any  of  his  friends,  vote  foi 
any  substitute?  No.  One  could  not  be  derisM 
that  they  would  vote  for.  The  truth  is,  and  I 
feel  it  my  imperious  duty  to  declare  it,  and  t< 
forewarn  the  House  of  it,  that  if,  by  a  dccisioj 
on  this  question,  our  present  system  is  uncondi 
tionally  abandoned,  no  other  system  can  or  wi! 
be  obtained.  Sir,  the  evidences  of  this  sessiu 
and  I  am  sorry  to  say  it,  forbid  the  hope ;  and  b 
such  an  act,  we  sink  into  irremediable  disgrace. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  trespassed  perhaps  to 
long  on  your  patience,  and  on  the  indoleeocet 
the  House.  I  have  been  impelled  by  the  md 
sacred  considerations  which  can  actuate  the  coi 
duct  of  man,  to  enter  my  solemn  protestatia 
against  this  proceeding;  and  I  have  discharge 
my  ^duty  to  the  best  of  my  feeble  abilities,  i 
opposing  what,  in  my  conscience,  I  should  deei 
a  surrender  of  the  rights  and  the  honor  of  o 
country. 

Mr.  Cook  then  lUoved  to  postpone  the  furthi 
consideration  of  the  subject  till  to-morrow,  aile^ 
ing  as  a  reason  that  a  report  was  current  that  tl 
despatch  vessel,  John  Adams,  had  arrived  ) 
Norfolk. 

This  motion  was  carried  by  four  votes — y« 
65,  nays  61. 
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Friday,  March  30. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Litbrmore,  that 
the  House  do  dovt  adjourn;  and  the  question 
being  taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negatiTe--yea8  2,  nays  76. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  making  appropriation  for  carrying  into  effect 
eertttn  Indian  treaties,"  with  amendments ;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
Tbef  have  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
extend  the  time  for  making  payment  for  the  pub- 
lic lands  of  the  United  States  in  certain  cases ;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  W.  Alston,  from  the  joint  conimittee 
appointed  to  inquire  and  report  what  business  is 
necessary  to  be  done  during  the  present  session, 
and  when  it  may  be  expedient  to  close  the  same, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Alston,  from  the  same  committee,  at  the 
mme  time,  also  submitted  the  following  resolntion: 

Retohed,  by  the  Senate  and  Hmue  of  lUpreHnf' 
aiwtt  of  the  united  State*  of  Ameriea,  in  Congrese 
aambkd,  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
Spetker  of  the  House  of  Representatiyes  be,  and  tiiey 
ire  hereby,  anthoriaed  to  adjoam  their  respective 
HoQsef  on  the  39d  day  of  April  next. 

Mr.  Loy£  moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  till  Monday  next. 

This  motion  was  objected  to  by  Messrs.  Quinct, 
LiTBRMORG,  Tallmaogb.  and  Smilib,  and  sup- 
ported by  Messrs.  Love,  Fisk,  Marion,  W.  Als- 
ton, Rhea,  Stanforo,  and  Macon.  The  rea- 
sons oreed  for  postponing  were,  that  time  ought 
to  be  allowed  for  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  committee,  that  so  much  business  was  be- 
fore the  House  that  it  would  be  impossible  now 
properly  to  fix  the  timeofadjonrnment;  and  that 
Mws  might  be  dally  expected  from  Europe  which 
Toold  one  way  or  the  other  affect  the  duration 
of  the  session.  It  was  said  in  r^ply  that  every 
one  koew,  wiifaout  consulting  the  report  of  the 
committee,  what  business  was  before  the  House; 
that,  when  the  time  of  adjournment  was  fixed, 
the  House  would  do  as  much  in  one  day  as  it 
Qowdid  in  three;  and  that  if  an  expectation  of 
Dews  from  Europe  was  a  reason  for  protracting 
the  session,  Congress  would  never  adjourn. 

The  postponement  to  Monday  was  carried, 
yeas  61,  nays  58. 

Mr.  Macon  called  for  the  consideration  of  the 
commercial  intercourse  bill;  but,  this  being  a 
^  set  apart  for  private  business,  it  could  not  be 
tiKen  up. 

REDUCTION  OP  THE  AKMY,  &c. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  had  some  time  ago  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  a  motion  proposing  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  Military  and  Naral  Establishments  of 
the  United  States,  which  was  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  imposing  additional  duties.  He  said  he 
had  been  given  to  understand  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  that  it  was 
his  intention  to  call  up  the  bill,  and  consequently 
^is  (Mr.  R*s.)  motion  along  with  it,  on  Satur- 


day last.  But  heperceived  that  gentleman  (Mr. 
Eppes)  had  not  since  attended  in  his  place — his 
absence,  he  presumed,  resulted  from  indisposition. 
Mr.  R.  said  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  give  no- 
tice  to  the  House  that,  if  it  was  not  called  up 
sooner,  he  should  move  the  House  to  go  into  com- 
mittee on  his  proposition  on  Mondav  next.  He 
mentioned  that  day,  because  he  said  he  did  trust 
that  in  the  interim  the  House  would  deeide  finally 
on  the  bill,  the  title  of  which  he  could  not  recol- 
lect, but  which,  if  not  out  of  order,  he  would  call 
Macon's  bill. 

BATTURE  AT  NEW  ORLEANS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  providing  the  means  to  ascertain  the  title  t6 
the  batture  near  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  Bibb's  motion  yet  under  consideration,  and 
a  division  of  the  question  being  called  for. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  sections  of  the 
present  bill  (providing  for  a  judicial  decision) 
was  taken,  and  carried — yeas  95,  nays  22,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yba* — ^Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.  William 
AnderM>n,  Esekiel  Bacon,  David  Baid,  Burwell  Baa* 
Mtt,  WUliam  W.  Bibb^  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Adam  Boyd» 
John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Joaeph 
Calbonn,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb^  James 
Oochrnn,  Orchard  Cook,  William  Crawford,  Richard 
Cutis,  John  Davenport^  jr.,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  De- 
sha, James  Emott,  William  Findley,  Mesback  Frank* 
lin,  Barziilai  Gannett,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas  GhoW 
son,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  William  Helms,  James  Hol- 
land, Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Walter  Jones, 
Wilham  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Koy,  Herman  Knidcer^ 
backer,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Lo  Roy 
Livingston,  John  Love^  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macott, 
Robert  Marion,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jerentiah  Moi«> 
row,  Jonathan  O.  Moseky,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nidwlson,  John  Poi^ 
tor,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pemwylvania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richard^  John  Roane, 
Erastns  Root,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Lem- 
uel Sawyer,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel 
Sheffey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard 
Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob 
Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjsmin  Tallmadge,  John 
Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Nicholas'  Van  Dyke,  Archibald 
Van  Horn,  Klllian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  Weak- 
ley, Robert  WhitehUl,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  James  Wil- 
son, Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  WitherspoOD. 

Nats — James  Breckenridge,  William  £ly,  Jonathan 
Tisk,  Chaifes  Goldsborough,  WiUlam  Hale,  Daniel 
Heister,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard, 
Robert  Jenkins,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Vincent  Matthews, 
Archiebald  McBryde,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  William 
Milnor,  Guidon  8.  Mumford,  Joseph  Pearson^  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  jr.,  Blisha  R.  Potter,  JosiiAi  Quincy,  James 
Stephenson,  Jabes  Upham,  and  Laban  Wheaton. 

The  question  now  rfefcurred  on  Mr.  Bibb's 
amendment,  to  insert,  in  lieu  of  those  stricken  oiit, 
several  new  sections. 

[Mr.  Bibb's  amendment  proposes  that  the  right 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  vested  in  the  Cor- 
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poratioD  of  New  Orleans,  so  as  to  enable  them  to 
defend  any  suit  which  may  be  instituted  for  the 
recovery  of  the  batture,  and  that  the  batture  shall 
be  used  and  enjoyed  as  a  public  highway  and 
landing  place,  &c.;  as  well  by  citizens  of  tiie  Uni- 
ted States  as  by  the  inhabitants  of  New  Orleans.] 

This  motion  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  and 
lost — yeas  36,  nays  84,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  William  Anderson»  Bar- 
well  Bamett,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  John  Brown,  WiUiam 
Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Coch- 
ran, James  Cox,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Meshadi 
Franklin,  William  Helms,  Jas.  Holland,  Jacob  Hufty, 
Nathaniel  Maoon,  Robert  Marion,  Sam'l  McKee,  Alex- 
ander McKim,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  John 
Porter,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Tho- 
mas Sammons,  Ebenezer  Sealer,  Dennis  Smelt^  John 
Smilie,  John  Taylor,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  White- 
hill,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  junior,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Brecken- 
ridge,  Robert  Brown,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Clopton,  Orchard  Cook,  William 
Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William 
Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk, 
Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Thos.  R.  Gold,  WiUiam  Hale,  Daniel  Heis- 
ter  Benjamin  Howard,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert 
Jenkins,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  Philip  B. 
Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Ed- 
ward 8t.  Loe  Liverinore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
John  Love,  Aaron  Lyie,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald 
McBirde,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  WiUiam  Milnor,  Jona- 
than O.  Moseley,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  John  Nicholson,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pick- 
man,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  EUsha 
R.  Potter,  Joaiah  Quin^,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea 
of  Pennsylv'a,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastus 
Root,  Lemnel  Sawyer,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
Daniel  Shefiey,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry 
Southard,  Richard  (Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Jtmes  Ste- 
phenson, Lewis  B.  Sturges^  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Thompson,  Uri 
Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Jabez 
Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Exekiel 
Whitman,  James  Wilson,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Mr.  Gbolbon  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting,  in  lieu  of  the  part  stricken  out,  the  fol- 
lowing : 

•"That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint  three  Commission- 
ers, who,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  have  power,  and 
they  are  by  this  act  required,  to  collect  all  the  evidence, 
whether  written  or  oral,  touching  the  right  and  title, 
at  law  or  in  equity,  of  the  United  States,  of  the  Corpo- 
ration of  New  Orleans,  or  of  any  individual  person  or 
persons  o^  in,  and  to,  the  parcel  of  land  called  the  bat- 
ture, in  front  of  the  suburb  St.  Maiy,  in  the  Territory 
of  Orleans.  And  for  this  purpose  the  said  Commis- 
sioners, or  any  two  of  them,  shall  have  and  may  exer- 
cise the  same  authority  in  causing  depositions  to  be 
taken,  and  in  sending  fur  and  examining  persons  and 
papers,  as  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in 
any  case  depending  before  it,  can  at  this  time  exercise. 
And,  when  all  the  evidence  deemed  necessary  by  the 


said  Commissioners,  by  the  Attorney  General  of  the 
United  States,  or  by  any  person  or  persons  interested, 
for  ihe  investigation  and  decision  of  the  said  title,  shall 
have  been  collected  and  procured,  it  shall  then  be  the 
duty  of  the  said  Commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them, 
to  coUate  and  arrange  the  same  in  the  moet  inteUigible 
form,  which,  together  with  their  opinion  thereon  re- 
specting the  title  aforesaid,  they  shall  report  to  Coa- 
gross,  at  the  next  session  thereof. 

«Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  each  of 
the  said  Commissioners,  previous  to  entering  on  the 
duties  required  by  this  act,  shall  take  the  following  oath 
or  affirmation,  before  some  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
United  States,  viz :  <  I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  srwear  (or 
affirm)  that  I  will  faithfully  and  impartially,  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge,  execute  and  perform  the  duties  re- 
quired of  me  as  a  Commissioner  under  the  act,  entitled 
'  An  act  to  examine  into  the  title  of  the  batture  in  front 
of  the  suburb  St  Mary.' 

«  Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Pre«- 
dent  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized to  allow  to  each  of  the  said  Commissioneiis  a  com- 
pensation not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollais,  which, 
together  with  any  other  expenses  that  may  be  incurred 
under  this  act,  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated :  Provided,  That 
the  expense  attending  the  procurement  of  any  testi- 
mony in  behalf  of  any  individual  person  or  persons  shall 
be  paid  by  and  may  be  collected  from  such  person  or 
persons  in  the  same  manner  and  at  the  same  rates  as  in 
a  suit  in  the  Supreme  Court  o(  the  United  States." 

Messrs.  Sheffet  and  Milnob  opposed  Mr. 
Qbolson's  amendment,  and  Messrs.  W.  Alstox 
and  Gholson  supported  it  in  preference  to  Mr. 
Sheffey'b. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Qbolson's 
amendment,  and  the  following  was  the  result  of 
the  vote : 

YxAs — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  Joseph  Calhoun, 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James 
Cochran,  James  Cox,  William  Crawford,  Rich'd  Cotta^ 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  WUliam  Findley,  Me- 
shack  Franklin,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  William  Helms, 
James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Hufty,  Wal- 
ter Jones,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle, 
Nath'l  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Samuel  McKee,  Alex- 
ander McKim,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Tho- 
mas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Porter,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Den- 
nis Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John  Taylor,  George 
M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert 
Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  Robert  Witherspoon.— 63. 

Nats — Ezekiel  Bacon,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Adam  Boyd, 
James  Breckenridge,  William  Cbamberlin,  Epaphrodi- 
tus Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Orchard  Cook,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Jonathan 
Fisk,  David  8.  Garland,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Tho- 
mas  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Hale,  Daniel  Hets- 
ter,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Rob- 
ert Jenkins,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St  Loe  Livermore,  Robert 
Le  Roy  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Vincent  Matthews, 
Archibald  McBryde,  Pleasant  M.  MUleri  WUUam  Mil- 
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nor,  Jojutfaan  O.  Mofeiey,  Gardon  8.  Muinibrd,  John 
NichoUon,  Joseph  Peanoij,  Benjamin  Pickman,  Jan., 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Eliiha  R.  Potter, 
Jonah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennayl- 
fania,  Enatas  Root,  Thomas  Sammons,  Lemuel  8aw- 
jcT,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Shefley,  Ridiard  Stanford, 
John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Storges, 
Jaeob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
John  Thonpson,  Uri  Tracy,  Jabei  Upham,  Nicholas 
Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rena- 
idaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  £iekiei  Whitman,  and  James 
WilMn^63. 

The  Hoase  bein^  eqoallT  dirided,  the  Speaker 
decided  the  qaestion  in  the  affirmatiye  of  his 

Tote. 

The  amendment  made  to  the  bill  containioff  a 
blaDi[  for  compeDaatioD  to  the  commissioners  be- 
ing Qoder  consideration,  in  order  to  fill  the  blank 
it  Wis  necessary  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Qb olson,  the  bill  was  com* 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Macon  moved  that  it  be  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  first  Monday  in  Norember  next.  Neg- 
aiifed-ayes  28. 

Mooday  was  also  negatived,  and  this  day 
agreed  to. 

The  Hoase  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  FisK  moved  to  strike  oat  the  whole  of  the 
bill,  and  insert  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr. 
Sbifpey  in  the  House. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Qholson  and 
Mr.  Bibb,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Fisg. 

A  division  of  tne  question  beinj^  called  for,  and 
ibe  question  being  taken  on  strikmg  out — it  was 
o^tived,  yeas  d6,  navs  58. 

Mr.  Sbbpfet  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  o# 
tbe  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  a  subetitute. 

[The  substitute  proposes  that  the  President  of 
ilie  United  States  shall,  forthwith,  cause  the  per- 
sons removed  from  the  batture  to  be  reinstated  in 
possession,  and  if  he  thinks  the  title  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  will  warrant  such  a  course,  to  direct 
iQit  to  be  instituted  against  them  for  the  recov- 
ery of  the  property,  an  appeal  to  be  allowed  to 
the  Supreme  Court.] 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Sbef- 
KT,  Root,  and  Lyon,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Hol- 

UXD. 

Several  motions  were  successively  made  for 
the  Committee  to  rue.  and  negatived. 

A  division  of  the  question  bein^  called  for  on 
ar.SBBPBBT'B  motion,  the  Question  was  taken 
00  striking  out,  and  negatived,  63  to  64. 

Mr.  Kbt  proposed  an  additional  section  to  the 
oul,  to  authorize  the  President  to  make  a  com- 
promise with  the  claimant,  at  any  time  he  may 
aecm  proper,  within  one  year  from  the  passage 
ofihebilL  ^     * 

The  section  was  agreed  to,  65  to  63. 
Mr.  PiBK  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the 
11  which  proposes  that  the  commissioners  shall 
collate  testimony  and  report  their  opinion  on  the 
^i  in  order  to  provide  that  they  shall  "  deter- 
mine and  decide'^  on  the  title. 

Hth  Cos.  2d  S£ss.— 54 


Mr.  Fiac  subsequently  withdrew  this  motion 
with  a  view  to  offer  it  in  the  House. 

The  blank  for  compensation  for  each  commis- 
sioner was  filled  up  with  two  thousand  dollars, 
and  the  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the 
bill  as  amended. 

Repeated  motions  were  made  UDsaecessfully 
to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Pitkin  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  first,  second,  and  third  sections 
thereof,  (being  that  part  of  the  same  which  Waa 
proposed  by  Mr.  Gholson,)  for  the  purpose  of  in* 
serting  the  first,  second,  fourth,  and  fiAn  sections 
of  an  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  SBsrrBT  to 
the  said  bill  on  the  23d  instant;  which  said  first, 
second,  fourth,  and  fifth  sections  are  as  follow : 

<<Thst  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint  three  persons  learned 
in  the  law,  not  resident  in  the  Territory  of  Orieani^ 
(and  to  fill  op  all  vacancies  that  may  occur  by  death, 
resignation,  or  otherwise,)  as  Commtssioners,  who,  or 
any  two  of  them,  shall  have  full  power  to  inquire  Into 
and  decide  on  the  right  and  title  of  the  United  States 
to  a  parcel  of  land,  known  by  the  name  of  the  batture, 
in  front  of  the  suburb  8t.  Mary,  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans ;  and  that  they,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  make 
and  deliver  to  the  President  of  the  United  States^  and 
such  persons  ss  may  have  any  claim  to  the  said  bat- 
ture, and  exhibit  the  same  before  them,  a  sentenoe  or 
award,  signed  with  their  names,  and  transmit  a  copy 
thereof  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  January  next,  which  shall  be 
binding  and  conclusive  as  to  the  right  of  the  United 
States  and  the  persons  who  shall  so  exhibit  their  claims 
as  aforesaid,  unless  the  same  shall  be  disapproved  by 

Congress,  before  the .     And  the  President  of  the 

United  States  is  hereby  required,  in  case  the  said  award 
dhall  be  against  the  United  States,  and  shaO  not  be  dis- 
approved as  aforesaid,  to  cause  the  persons  who  were 
removed  from  the  said  batture,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of 
January,  eighteen  hundred  and  eight,  by  order  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  be  restored  to  the 
possession  fiiereo£ 

<«Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  first 
named  of  the  said  Commissionex%  who  shall  accept  the 
said  appointment,  shall  have  power  to  make  rules  for 
the  taking  and  authenticating  testimony,  and  for  fixing 
the  time  and  place,  and  regulating  the  mode  of  con- 
ducting the  hearing  and  inquiry  aforesaid ;  and  that  the 
said  Commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  have 
full  power  to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses^  and  the 
production  of  papers:  Provided^  That  no  witness  resid- 
ing in  the  Temtory  of  Orleans  shall  be  compelled  to 
travel  out  of  the  said  Territory  to  give  his  or  her  testi- 
mony, but  the  deposition  of  such  witness  shall  be  taken 
according  to  the  rules  prescribed  by  the  person  first 
named  as  aforesaid. 

<<8sc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  until  the 
final  decision  of  the  said  claim,  the  President  shidl  take 
cars  that  no  injury  be  done  to  said  property  by  dig- 
ging or  carrying  away  the  soU,  but  that,  in  all  other 
respects^  the  same  may  be  used  as  it  now  is. 

**  Sac.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Pre- 
sident of  ths  United  States  shall  make  to  the  Commis- 
sioners aforesaid,  such  allowance  for  their  services  as 
he  mav  think  an  adequate  compensation  for  their  ser- 
vices. 

A  division  of  the  question  to  mmend  the  bill 
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WAS  called  for  by  Mr.  Gholson  ;  when  a  qaestion 
of  order  was  raised  by  Mr.  Randolph,  whether 
the  said  ^luestion  was  dirisible  ? 

The  question  then  recurred  od  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Pitkin,  Co  strike  out  the  three  sections  as  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Qholson  ;  and,  debate  arisin|^  there* 
00^  an  adjournment  was  called  for,  and  carried. 


Satordat,  March  31. 

Mr.  JoBNaoN  made  sundry  reports  fVom  the 
Committee  of  Claims.  One  of  these  was  on  the 
petition  of  Edward  Holland.  The  pettcioner  states 
that  he  was  with  a  vessel  improperly  detained  at 
a  fort  of  the  United  States  one  night,  daring 
which  detention  the  river  froze  up,  and  his  ves- 
sel was  subsequently  cut  up  by  the  ice,  which, 
he  alleges,  would  not  have  occurred  but  for  his 
deteniloD.  The  Committee  of  Claims  reported 
ag?,iast  him. 

On  motion  of  Mr..  Goldsrorough.  after  de- 
bate, the  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
51  to  23. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macon, 

Re99hed,  That  the  Secreta^  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement 
of  the  gross  annual  amouBt  of  expenditure  in  re* 
latioB  to  the  Military  and  Naval  Estabitshments, 
iV^m^  the  4th  March,  1789,  to  the  end  of  the  year 
1809. 

Mr.  Bassett,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Naval 
Establishment,  who  was  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  sell  such  of  the  armed  ves- 
sels and  gunboats  as  he  may  judge  unfit  or  unne- 
cessary for  public  service,  made  a  report  thereon ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to  whom  is  committed  a  report  made 
by  the  said  Committee,  on  the  6th  Jaaqary  last, 
OD  the  same  subject. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amenil- 
ments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entiiicd  ^  An  act 
making  appropriations  for  carrying  into  effect 
certain  Indian  treaties;  and  the  same  being  read, 
were  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next^ 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  An 
act  authorizing  a  subscription  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  to  the  stock  of  the  Ohio  Canal 
Company,"  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Tuesday  next. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act 
authorizing  the  sale  and  grant  of  a  certain  quan- 
tity of- public  land  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Del- 
aware Canal  Company,"  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Comnuttce  of  the  Whole  last 
mentioned. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''  An  act 
to  extend  the  time  for  making  payment  for  the 
public  lands  of  the  United  States  in  certain  cases," 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Grove  Pomeroy ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tne 
table. 


THE  BATTURE  AT  NEW  ORLEAI^S. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  on  the  bill  pro- 
viding the  means  to  ascertain  the  title  to  the  bit- 
tare  in  front  of  the  sttbarb  St.  Mary,  in  the  cHy 
of  New  Orleana. 

The  question  hsTuig  recncred  on  th«  amaA- 
mei»t  of  Mr.  Prruti,  the  said  aanadneDt  wti 
withdrawn  by  the  mover. 

The  qoesuon  was  then  taken  on  coacvmiif 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  fim 
amendment  to  the  said  biU^  and  cazried  io  the 
affirmative. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  concurrio^witk 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in  then  sec- 
ond amendment  to  the  said  bill,  amended  io  tl» 
House  to  read  as  follows : 

<« Sic*  4.  And  bciifmther  enatted^  Thai  tht PrI' 
ident  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  aotbor 
ized,  at  any  time  within  one  year,  to  make  and  ezenke 
such  comproinise  with  the  parties,  or  any  of  tbiefli,wli» 
were  removed  from  the  said  batture  on  the  tweoty-fifth 
day  of  Jaausry,  one  thoosand  eight  handled  and  et^t, 
by  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  tnd  u 
procure  a  cession  of  their  claims  thereto,  or  to  any  put 
thereof^  for  the  use  of  the  public,  or  to  any  bodj  pol- 
itic or  corporate,  on  such  terms  as  may  be  agreed  on 
with  the  said  parties,  and  deemed  adTisable  by  the  Pit- 
sident,  and  to  stipulate  fbr  a  compensation,  either  in 
money  or  pnbfic  lands,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  m 
its  territories,  as  he  may  think  proper." 

Messrs.  Nblson,  Smilie,  Hollano,  and  Bibb. 
opposed  the  amendment ;  and  Messrs.  SacfTEY, 
K^BT,  and  Lton,  supported  it. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  determined  ini 
the  negative — yeas  62,  nays  55,  as  follows: 

YiAS-*Baekiel  Baoon,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Adam  Boyd. 
James  &«ckenridge,  William  Chamberhn,  Epspb»^ 
ditus  Ohampton,  Mattin  Chittenden^  Orchard  Cook, 
Samuel  W.  Dans*  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Williaoi  Elr^ 
James  Emott,  Jonathan  Fiak,  David  S.  Garland,  Tboi 
mas  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Hak,  Nathaniel 
A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Rick^ 
ard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Philip  B.  Key,  Her^ 
man  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.  Edward  St  Lm 
Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Matthew  Ltoi^ 
Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Saml  McKee 
Pleasant  M.  Miller,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Mow 
ley,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  John  Nicholson,  Joseph  Petr 
son,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jun.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  Jan* 
Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Johi 
Reaof  Pennsylvania,  Erastns  Root,  Thomas  SammoM 
Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Skeffey,  John  Stanley,  Jama 
Stevenson,  Lewis  B.  Smrgea,  Jacob  Swoope,  Sams^ 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Thompson,  Vt 
Tracy,  Jabes  Upham,  Nicholsa  Van  Dyke,  ArchibaK 
Van  Horn,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Lsbaa  Wbet 
ton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

Nats— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  WiUis  Abton,  jr.,  Wil 
liam  Anderson,  David  Bard,  BurweU  Baaaett,  WiUia 
W.  Bibb,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  WUliam  Butler 
Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton.  Hovei 
Cobb,  James  Cochran,  James  Cox,  William  Crawfori 
Richard  Cutte,  John  Dawaon,  Joseph  Desha,  WilliaB 
Findley,  Meahack  Franklin,  BarxUlai  Gannett,  Gideoi 
Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson,  Chas.Ooldsboroagh  P^t«] 
son  Goodwyn,  William  Hehns,  James  Holland,  Ben 
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jamin  Howard,  Jtcdb  Hoffy,  Rtehard  M.  Johnion, 
Walter  Jones,  WiUism  Kennedy,^  John  Love,  Aaron 
Ljle,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Robert  Marion,  Alex.  McKim, 
John  Montgomery,  Nicholaa  R.  Moore,  Thomaa  Moore^ 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomaa  Newbold, 
Thomas  Newton,  John  Portor,  John  Randolph,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  SeaTer,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
Sinilie,  George  Smith,  Samnel  Smith,  Henry  Soath- 
ird,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Taylor,  George  Uli  Troup, 
Charles  Tomer,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  White- 
hill,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

The  bill,  with  the  amendment  agreed  to,  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time 
this  day. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motioQ  of  Mr.  Macon,  that  the  House  do  adhere 
to  their  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  respectioe 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  aod  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

Aod  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  resolved 
ia  the  affirmative — yeas  66,  nays  58,  as  follows : 

TiAi — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Barwell  Bassett,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  Ro- 
bert Brown,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew 
Claj,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  Jaraep  Cochran, 
James  Cox,  William  Crawford,  John  Dawson,  Joseph 
Desha,  Wm.  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack  Frank- 
fio,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  Ghol- 
»a,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  William  Helms,  James  Hol- 
hnd,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  John  Love,  Aaron*  Lyie,  Na- 
tiianiel  Maoon,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  MeKim, 
Pleaaant  M.  Miller,  John  Moa^^omery,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gardon  S.  Mamfi«d,  Roger 
Nekoft,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thoa.  Newton,  John  Nich- 
fliMD,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Raa  of  Penn* 
^iTtnia,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneasae,  Matthias  Richards, 
iohn  Roane,  Eraatoa  Root,  EbenoBer  Sage,  Thomaa 
SammoDs,  Ebeneaer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybevt,  Samnel 
Shaw,  Joiin  Smilie,  Geo.  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry 
Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Uri  Tracy,  Charlea  Tur- 
ner, jr.,  Robert  WhilehiU,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
WiOienpoon. 

Nats— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  William  W.  Bibb,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  William  Chamberlin, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Orchard  Cook,  Samnel  W.  Dana, 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  David 
S.  Garland,  Charles  Ooldsborongh,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
cdwin  Gray,  William  Htle,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven, 
Baniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jack- 
WQ, jr. Robert  Jenkins,  WUUam  Kennedy,  Philip  B. 
Kej,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
E<lvard  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Matthews, 
Archibald  McBryde,  WiUiam  Milnor,  Thomas  Moore, 
iontthan  0.  Moeeley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pick- 
Bant  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin  jr^  Eliaba  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Qttmcy,  John  Raadolph,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Dennia  Smelt, 
John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturgea, 
Jicob  Swoope,  Samnel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Talhnadge, 
John  Taylor,  George  M.  Troup,  Jaibea  Upham,  Nicho- 
^  Vtn  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van 
«QaKlasr,  Robert  Weakley^  Uban  Whemon,  Bzekiel 
Whiuain,  and  Jamea  Wilaan. 


NON4NTER0OUR8B. 

Iiftnediately  after  the  decision  of  this  qoev- 
tion,  Mr.  Randolph  rose.  He  said  that  seldom 
had  a  Question  excited  so  much  sensation  which 
was  or  infriosically  lets  impoftanee  than  that 
just  now  decided ;  and,  perhaps,  it  might  be 
deemed  that  the  proposition  wh  tea  he  was  now 
about  to  offer  was  not,  of  itself,  deserving  of  high- 
er eonsideratton*  He  said  he  would  stale  bis 
ideas  as  sueoiDetiy  at  possible,  because  hb  pres^ 
ent  object  was  dispatch.  We  barei,  said  he,  an  * 
act  in  subsisteoee  which,  for  brerity's  sake,  I  will 
call  the  non-intercourse  law.  This  act  has  been 
reprobated  and  reviled  by  every  man,  of  every 
political  description,  in  this  House  and  out  of  it 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other;  ana 
vet,  sir,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  Confess  has ' 
oeen  in  session  near  five  montns,  and  this  law  in 
relation  to  which  every  one  seems  to  concur,  in- 
deed, vie  with  each  other  in  its  reprobation,  still' 
remains  upon  our  statute  books.  To  answer- 
what  end,  I  beseech  you,  sir?  Is  it  a  sort  of 
scarecrow,  set  up  to  frighten  the  great  beUiger^ 
cuts  of  Europe;  or,  is  it  a  toy,  a  rattle,  a  bare 
plaything,  to  amuse  the  great  children  of  our 
political  world?  On  whatsoever  measures  the 
nation  may  ultimately  resolve,  be  it  peace,  be  it 
war,  be  it  (if  there  be  such  a  thing)  an  interme- 
diate state  between  these  two,  there  is  no  diQer- 
ence  of  opinion  as  to  the  deleterious  operation  of 
this  unfortunate  law.  I  ought,  perhaps  to  call- 
it  fortunate;  for,  although  it  was  introduced  into 
the  House  without  a  single  friend^  altboush  no 
man  was  found  to  lift  up  nis  voice  in  its  defence, 
it  actually  passed  by  a  majority  of  two  to  one, 
and  is  found  nearly  as  difficult  to  repeal  as  the 
old  sedition  law  of  a  former  majority,  even  after 
all  its  abettors  have  become  convinced  of  its 
mischievous  tendency.     I  hope,  sir,  we  shall 

f profit, of  former  experience^ and  not  pertinacious- 
y  adhere  to  a  measure  which  is  daily  diminish- 
ing the  resources  of  the  nation,  and  very  justly 
impairing  the  public  confidence  in  the  wisdom 
and  patriotism  of  the  Legislature.  But  I  beg 
pardon.  I  am  entering  into  a  discussion,  when 
my  sole  object  is  to  sufamit  a  naked  proposition  to< 
the  House,  and,  if  possible,  to  get  the  most  speedy- 
decision  on  it.  I  do  not  mean  to  reiterate  (be- 
cause they  must  present  themselves  to  every  mao* 
of  common  observation  and  common  sense)  the 
arguments  by  which  the  propriety  of  a  speedy 
decision  of  the  question  is  enforced.  If  any 
member  of  the  House  will  figure  to  himself  the 
fair  and  bona  fide  American  merchant  wfaooe 
ship  has  been  lying  at  the  wharf  the  greater  part 
of  the  winter,  laden  with  a  cargo  perishable  in 
iu  nature,  say  flaxseed,  which,  if  not  exported 
now,  becomes  utterly  worthless,  he  will  conceive 
of  the  situation  of  those  whom  I  wish  to  relieve* 
How  our  resources  are  to  be  enlarged,  or  the  bel- 
ligerents to  be  acted  on  by  our  produce  perishing 
here,  I  cannot  conceive.  I  mean  the  produce  of 
the  fair  and  6ona  fide  trader,  for  the  other  de- 
scription of  men,  we  know,  all  send  their  produce 
when  and  where  they  please.  We  have  had 
(^cial  information,  near  five  months  aga,  thet 
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the  law  is  wholly  inoperatire,  exeept  as  to  men 
of  high  character  for  probity  and  honor,  %rho 
caoDot  gain  their  own  consent  to  violate  the  law. 
I  therefore  more — 

^  That  the  act  interdicting  commercial  interoonne, 
Ac^  ScCt  oagfat  to  be  immediately  repealed." 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  resolution- 
yeas  69,  nays  53,  as  follows : 

YxAs— Lemael  J.  Alston,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  Wm. 
Chamberlin,  Epaphroditns  Champion,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, Howell  Cohb,  James  Cochran,  Orchard  Cook,  Sam- 
uel W.  Dana,  John  Dayenport,  jun.,  Wm.  Ely,  Jame^  Jbumed,  65  to  53. 
Emott,  Jonathan  Fisk,  David  8.  Garland,  Chas.  Golds-: 
borough,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Hale, ! 
Kathaniel  A.  Hayen,  Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hub- 
bard, Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins,  William 
Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Kniekerbacker,  Jo- 
seph Lewis,  junior,  Edward  Bt  Loe  Liyermore,  Robert 
Le  Roy  Litingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Matthews,  Arch'd  McBiyde, 
William  Milnor,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
ley,  Guidon  8.  Mumford,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin 
Pu^an,  jun.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qnincy,  John  Randolph,  Dan. 
Bheffey,  Dennis  Smelt,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Stnr- 
ges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  John  Taylor,  Uri  Tra^,  George  M.  Troup, 
Jabez  Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van 
Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  Weakley, 
Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  and  James  WUson. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jr.  David  Bard,  Adam  Boyd, 
John.  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Joseph 
Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  James  Cox, 
William  Crawford,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  Meshack  Frsnklin,  Barzillai  Gannett, 
Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Hufty,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  John* Love,  Aaron  Lyle, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  John  Montgom- 
ery, Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nel- 
son, Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebene- 
ser  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  Georg«  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  John  Thompson,  Charles  Turner,  jr., 
Robert  WhitehiU,  Richard  Wmn,  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Mr.  MoTNGOHBRT  Said  he  had  jast  now  roted 
for  adherence  to  the  disagreement  of  the  House 
to  the  Senate's  amendments,  because  he  did  con- 
ceive that  a  repeal  of  the  non-iDtereourse.  with- 
out something  bein^  substituted,  was  positive, 
unequivocal  submission  to  the  edicts  of  France 
and  Great  Britain.  He  had  been  gratified  at  the 
result  of  that  vole,  as  It  had  still  kept  open  the 
question  for  a  repeal  of  the  non-intercourse.  He 
was  one  of  those  opposed  to  a  repeal  of  the  non- 
intercourse  without  a  substitute.  He  said  he 
thought  Congress  could  not  separate  at  the  pres- 
ent session  without  repealing  the  non-intercourse, 
and  doing  something  to  maintain,  support,  and 
defend  the  rights  of  our  country.  At  a  former 
session,  the  House  had  resolved  that  they  could 
not  submit  to  the  British  or  French  decrees  with- 
out a  surrender  of  the  rights,  honor,  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  nation.    Nothing  had  occurred 


to  change  the  relative  situation  of  the  UoKed 
States  as  to  those  decrees.  Holding  these  opin- 
ions, Mr.  M.  said  he  considered  it  his  duty  to 
move  the  following  amendment,  to  which,  be 
said,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  as  his  belief, 
that  no  gentleman  who  regarded  the  rights  ot 
honor  of  his  country  could  object : 

"And  that  pioTision  ought  to  be  made  by  Uw  to 
maintain  and  defend  the  rights,  honor,  and  indepea- 
dence  of  the  United  States  against  tb^  edids  of  Fruoi 
and  Great  Britain." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smilie,  the  House  now  ad- 


^  MoMOAT,  April  2. 

The  billnresented  on  Saturday  last,  for  the  relief 
of  Grove  Pomeroy,  was  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Margaret  Lapsley. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Qnin pT, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  whom  is  committed  the  report  of  a  se- 
lect committee,  made  on  the  27th  ultimo,  on  the 
state  of  the  ancient  archives  and  public  records 
of  the  United  States,  be  discharged  from  the  cod- 
sideration  thereof,  and  that  it  be  recommitted  to 
the  said  select  committee  to  report  a  bill. 

Mr.  QuiTfCT,  from  the  said  committee,  then 
presented  a  bill  providing  for  the  better  accom- 
modation of  the  Greneral  Post  Office  and  Pateot 
Office,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Love  ,from  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
22d  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  to  establish  a  NatioDal 
Bank;  which  was  read  twice«and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  oexL— 
[The  Bank  to  be  established  at  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, with  branches  in  each  Territory  aod  Suie, 
provided  the  consent  of  the  State  Legislatores 
shall  be  obtained  thereto.] 

Mr.  Love  also  made  a  written  report  in  rela- 
tion to  the  principles  of  the  said  bill ;  which  was 
read. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  '*Aa 
act  authorizing  the  sale  and  grant  of  a  certain 
quantity  of  public  land  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
Middlesex  canal,  in  the  State  or  Massachusetts;" 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

THB  BATTURE  AT  NEW  ORLEANS. 

An  engrossed  bill  providing  the  means  to  ascer- 
tain the  title  to  the  batture  in  front  of  the  suburb 
of  St.  Mary,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  was  read 
the  third  time ;  and  on  the  question  that  the  same 
do  pass,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas 
89,  nays  16,  as  follows : 

Yeas— WUlis  Alston,  jmi.,  Esekiel  Bsoon,  Dtnid 
Blaisdell,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Eptpb^ 
ditos  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  MatUiew  Cliyj 
Orchard  Cook,  James  Cox,  WiUiam  Crawford,  Richirt 
Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  Wil- 
liam Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley,  Jonathiii 
Fisk,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  Datid  S. 
Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  6.  Gold,  £<l«in 
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Gray,  William  Hale,  Daniel  Heister,  Benjamin  How- 
ard, Jacob  Hoftj,  Richard  Jackion»  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins, 
Ridiard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy, 
Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis, 
junior,  Edward  St.  IjOO  Livermore,  John  Love,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald 
McBzyde,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  MoKim,  Pleas- 
ant M.  Miller,  William  Milnor,  Nicholas  R*  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Roger  Nelson, 
Thomas  Ifewbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson, 
Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jr^  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Joiiah  Quincy,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Matthias 
Sichtrds,  John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  8am- 
mons,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shefiey, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Sonthard,  Richard  Stanford, 
James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Thompson,  XJri  Tracy 
George  M.  Troop,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Jabez  Upham, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Robert 
Whitehill,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 
Nats — ^William  Anderson,  John  Brown,  Robert 
Brown,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  William 
Chamberlin,  James  Cochran,  Meshaek  Franklin,  Jon- 
athan H.  Habbard,  Nathaniel  Macon,  John  Montgom- 
eiy,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Erastns  Root,  Eb^eier 
SeiTer,  Robert  Weakley,  and  James  Wilson. 

Retohed,  That  the  title  be,  *^  An  act  to  exam- 
ine into  the  title  to  the  battore  in  front  of  the 
soborb  St.  Mary." 

NON-L\TERCOURSE. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  called  for  on  the  fol- 
lowing reaolotioQ : 

"Retohed^  That  the  act  interdicting  commereial 
intereoorse,  dtc,  ought  to  be  immediately  repealed." 

To  this  an  amendment  bad  been  offered  bv  Mr. 
MoNTooMERT  in  the  following  words:  ^^And 
'that  prorision  ought  to  be  made  by  law  for 
'roatotaining  the  rights,  honor,  and  independence 
'of  the  United  States  against  the  edicts  of  Great 
'  Britain  and  France." 

Mr.  Rbea  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  postpone 
(he  further  consideration  of  the  subject  till  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  the  House  would  perceive 
tbat  he  had  submitted  to  its  consideration  a  pro- 
position as  explicit  and  definite  as  language  could 
express.  To  this  proposition  had  been  tacked 
an  amendment  which,  as  substitutes  are  very 
mach  in  vogue,  appeared  to  him  very  much  in 
the  light  of  a  substitute  for  the  original  proposi- 
tion. It  was  at  least  a  proposition  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent nature  from  the  original  one;  since,  instead 
of  being  explicit  as  to  its  object  and  definite  in 
its  terms,  it  dealt  only  in  pompous  and  lofty  gen- 
eralities. [The  Speaker  observed  that  the  House 
had  not  yet  determined  to  consider  the  proposi- 
tion to  which  the  gentleman  alluded.]  If  the 
Speaker,  sir,  said'Mr.  R.,  will  give  himself  the 
troable  to  attend  for  a  few  moments  he  will  per- 
ceive that  the  whole  bearing  of  my  observations 
will  go  to  show  the  impropriety  of  postponing 
my  motion,  since  it  involves  the  very  serious  in- 
convenience and  disadvantage  of  postponing  also 
the  weighty  amendment  of  the  gentleman  (torn 


Maryland  (Mr.  Montoomert.)  I  am  willing  to 
admit  that  n\y  proposition  is  one  of  that  unim- 
portant description  which  may,  without  any  very 
serious  national  injury,  be  indefinitely  postponed ; 
but  I  pray  the  House  not  to  lose  bv  such  a  mea- 
sure the  precious  project  which  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  is  no  doubt  ready  to  submit  to  a 
committee  for  asserting  the  rights  and  honor  of 
the  nation  against  the  two  great  belligerents  of 
Europe.  It  would  be  matter  of  serious  national 
calamity,  if,  after  being  near  five  months  in  ses- 
sion, after  sanctioning  a  proposition  in  substance 
little  different  from  this  of  the  gentleman  of 
Maryland,  when  no  substitute  has  been  hatched 
under  the  wings  of  the  different  committees  of 
Congress — it  would  be  a  serious  national  loss  If 
this  vast  project — vast  it  must  be,  being  circum- 
scribed by  no  limits — the  iDdefinite  is  a  principal 
ingredient  in  the  sublime — if  this  vast  project, 
now  ready  for  delivery,  should  perish  in  thia 
most  unfortunate  way. 

The  Speaker  observed  that  the  question  was 
to  postpone  until  to-morrow,  and  not  to  postpone 
indefinitely. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  had  misapprehended 
the  question,  and  wished  that  the  Speaker  had 
corrected  him  sooner.  I  hope,  however,, sir,  said 
hcj  that  the  House  will  not  agree  to  postpone 
this  question  even  tintil  to-morrow.  I  hope  if 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
is  to  prevail — and  really,  sir,  f  have  a  sort  of 
longing  to  see  what  he  is  about  to  bring  forth — 
if  it  prevails,  I  hope  we  shall  be  speedily  favored 
with  the  system  which  he  has  devised  for  ''main- 
taining the  rights,  honor,  and  independence''  of 
the  nation,  against  all  assailants.  At  this  late 
day  it  would  be  unfortunate  indeed  if  the  only 
project  which  there  is  the  least  chance  of  bring- 
ing to  light  should  be  smothered.  The  time  is 
growing  short — none  seem  to  think  that  we  shall 
sit  longer  than  the  first  of  Majr.  How  does  the 
gentleman  who  made  this  motion  know  but  that 
m  my  anxiety  to  get  a  glimpse  of  the  project  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  I  shall  agree  (0 
incorporate  his  amendment  with  my  proposition^ 
and  let  the  subject  go  to  two  different  commit- 
tees ?  I  trust  that  the  ffentieman  from  Maryland 
would  be  at  the  head  of  one  committee,  on  which 
I  certainly  have  no  desire  to  be  placed;  and 
should  I  be  put  on  the  other,  we  sbali  each  be 
acting  in  our  respective  provinces — I,  in  mine, 
aiming  to  get  at  a  specified  object  b)^  the  most 
direct  way ;  and  he  in  his.  supporting  Atlas- 
like upon  his  shoulders  the  vast  interests  of  the 
State. 

Mr.  Montgomery  said  that  he 'could  see  no 
reason  for  postponement.  Every  member  on  the 
floor  must  oe  satisfied  that  the  session  was  draw- 
ing to  a  close.  Congress  had  been  in  session 
four  or  five  months,  and  were  now  precisely  in 
the  same  situation  with  regard  to  our  foreign  re- 
lations in  which  they  were  the  first  day  of  the 
session,  because  on  the  first  day  of  the  session 
they  need  only  have  adjourned  to  have  got  rid  ol 
the  non-intercourse,  if  this  was  the  onlv  measure 
contemplated  during  the  session.    In  the  motion 


1707 


HISTOBT  OF  C0N€KKB8S. 


1708 


H.opa. 


NottrJnieniourwe. 


Af  siL,  IBK). 


which  I  h«ye  inad«t  said  Mr.  M.,  to  ameod  the 
motion  of  the  gentleroan  from  Virgin ia,  I  was 
actuated  by  no  other  principle  than  that  of  love 
of  country.  I  wish,  if  the  Don*intercourse  law 
be  repealeid,  that  some  measure  of  energy,  such 
as  a  committee  may  report  or  the  House  in  their 
wisdom  may  devise,  will  be  adopted  instead  of 
the  non*iniercourse.  My  object  was  that  the 
subject  might  in  the  broadest  possible  manner  be 
•presented  to  the  committee.  1  was  of  opinion, 
at  the  passage  of  Campbell's  resolutions,  that 
lo  repeal  the  embargo,  without  some  measure  of 
resistance,  would  be  positive  submission  to  the 
British  orders  and  French  decrees.  What  is 
then  the  project  of  the  Senate  contained  in  their 
amendments  of  nakedly  repealing  the  non-inter- 
course?  It  is  direct,  abject,  and  unequivocal 
submission.  I  am  not  yet  reduced  to  that  state — I 
wish  to  see  some  measure  of  resistance  adopted  in 
place  of  it  if  repealed.  It  was  with  pleasure  I  saw 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Randolph) 
rise  to  move  a  repeal  of  the  non-intercourse ;  and 
.had  no  idea,  when  a  motion  was  made  to  amend 
his  motion,  and  which  avowed  as  its  object  the 
,  protection  of  the  rights  of  the  nation  against 
ioreign  violation,  that  it  would  have  been  ob- 
jected to.  I  was  well  aware,  sir,  that  the  nation 
Aadlost  the  benefit  of  his  projecting  talents  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  Winter,  and  that,  had  he 
been  piresent,  he  might  have  conceived  some 
•measure  which  might  have  been  of  service  to  the 
nation.  I  moved  my  amendment  with  the  view 
that,  as  perhaps  the  gentleman  W!ould  be  chair- 
man of  the  committee  to  whom  his  proposition 
would  be  referred,  he  might  have  the  whole  sub- 
ject before  him,  and  that  the  talents  which  have 
been  of  so  great  benefit  to  the  nation  for  two  or 
three  vears  last  past  might  be  a^ain  exerted,  and 
aoroething  be  devised  by  way  ofresistance  to  the 
•decrees  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  that  the 
gentleman  might  a^ ain  have  an  opportunity  of 
•astonishing  the  nation  at  the  magnitude  of  his 
project.  With  respect,  sir,  to  the  sarcasms  against 
the  generality  of  my  proposition,  I  disregard 
'them.  I  acted  from  a  sense  of  duty  in  proposing 
it,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so,  regardless  of  the 
.impotent  sarcasms  of  that  gentleman.  I  hope  the 
resolution  will  not  be  postponed.  It  is  high  time 
(that  we  come  to  some  conclusion ;  and  as  long  as 
the  session  continues,  I  will  still  hope  that  some 
measure  of  resistance  to  the  orders  of  the  bellig- 
lerents  will  be  adopted.  What,  sir  1  shall  we  con- 
tinue in  session  five  months,  and  do  nothing 
more  than  we  could  have  done  the  first  day  we 
met  1  Is  this  what  is  expected  of  us  ?  Certainly 
noL  As  long  as  the  session  continues,  it  must  be 
expected  that  something  will  be  devised.  If  the 
resolution  be  committed,  and  I  am  a  member  of 
the  committee,  I  will  exert  my  little  talent  to  de- 
vise some  means  of  resistance.  I  do  not  say  that 
I  am  competent  to  the  task;  it  is  for  the  gentle- 
man himself  with  his  vastly  serviceable  talents 
and  extraorcfinary  imagination,  to  devise  some 
atroag,  energetic  measure,  to  meet  the  sense  of 
this  House  and  save  the  nation.  I  can  only  give 
th«  little  aid  my  feeble  talents  will  enable  me  to 


oficT.  I  have  not  moved  the  amendment  with  a 
-view  of  becoming  the  Atlas  of  our  political  world. 
I  am  no  competitor  of  the  gentleoian'k.  I  moved 
it  as  a  member  of  this  House,  as  I  had  a  right  lo 
do.  I  am  not  to  be  diivea  oat  of  my  course ;  aid 
sir,  if  the  gentleman  expects  to  browbeat  me  od 
this  or  any  other  occasion,  he  will  find  be  bn 
mistaken  his  man. 

Mr.  Rhba  expressed  his  wish  that  If  gentlemen 
were  about  to  bring  forth  vast  and  grand  projects 
tbey  would  oostpone  them  till  the .  post-road  bHl 
would  enable  them  to  transmit  their  mi^htf 
plans  throughout  the  nation  with  greater facilitj. 
The  merits  of  the  proposition  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  question  of  postponemeottill  to-morrow. 
The  session  was  drawing  to  a  close,  and  he  wish- 
ed to  see  the  post  office  bill  passed. 

Mr.  Dana  said  he  did  not  wonder  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  really  felt  the  aitnatioa  in 
which  Congress  were  placed,  and  the  hi^h  n- 
sponaibility  they  owed  the  nation,  wrhen  he  r^ 
fleeted  that,  after  a  session  of  fonr  months,  no  one 
thin^  had  been  done  which  bespoke  any  system 
of  digested  measnres.  To  whom  was  the  faQk 
imputable  ?  Whether  tb«re  was  any  faslt  m  the 
ease,  was  not  a  question  at  this  time  to  be  dis- 
cussed. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  at  the 
opening  of  the  session  of  Congress,  had  called 
their  attention  to  the  state  of  our  afiairs,  aad 
given  them  ample  onportunity  to  act  on  their 
own  wisdom.  Mr.  D.  quoted  this  part  of  the 
Message :  "  In  the  state  which  has  been  presented 
'  of  our  affiiirs  with  the  great  parties  to  a  dissas- 
<  tfousand  protracted  war,  earned  on  in  a  mode 
'  equally  injorionsand  oojost  to  the  United  Stales 
'  as  a  neutral  nation,  the  wisdom  of  the  Naiiooai 
^  Legislature  will  be  again  summoned  to  the  im- 
'  portanl  decision  of  the  alternatives  before  them.*^ 
This  was  the  amount  of  the  recommendation  re- 
ceived from  the  Executive,  so  that  Congress  had 
been  left  perfectly  unrestrained  as  to  the  coarse 
which  they  might  have  thought  proper  to  punac. 
The  bill  which  had  passed  through  so  maof 
varieties  of  legislation,  Mr.  D.  said,  was  now  de- 
cided ;  and  it  seemed  perfectly  proper,  -if  anything 
further  was  to  be  done  as  to  our  foreign  relations, 
that  it  should  receive  a  piDaoqit  attention. 

As  to  the  talk  about  submission  in  doing  awaj 
the  general  system  of  commercial  restrieiioos,  it 
might  very  well  proceed  from  those  who  approved 
the  report  of  the  committee  at  the  second  session  of 
the  10th  Congress,  which  had  recommended  the 
trilateral,  triangular,  prismatic  war.  The  con- 
tinuance of  the  embargo  or  war,  had  been  laid 
down  as  the  only  two  alternatives;  and  a  con- 
cUision  had  been  drawn  from  these  premises  that 
the  embargo  must  be  coatinued*— and  yet  at  that 
very  session  the  embargo  had  been  denounced 
by  some  of  those  very  persons  who  had  voted  for 
that  report  When  the  embargo  was  gircn  op, 
said  Mr.  D.,  the  principle  was  yielded.  To  talk 
about  submission  now  is  of  no  consiequence  to 
the  nation.  It  was  declared  by  a  committee  of 
this  House,  in  a  very  elaborate  report;  that  a  re- 
vocation or  the  embargo  or  an  attempt  to  modify 
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it,  WIS  sttteiaaioD.  As  we  liave  nocwitkalaid- 
iogi  reDOQBced  t^t  system,  I  am  disposed  to  do 
away  all  the  iDconTenieDce  of  it  as  respects  otu- 
idfes.  If  it  has  been  abandoned  in  its  main  bear- 
iog^and  ail  that  remains  operates  injurjously  on 
ouTseWes^if  the  reeoil  is  more  severe  than  the 
direct  opemtion  on  our  adversaries,  I  am  against 
the  whole.  If  any  project  distinct  from  this  sys- 
tem can  be  presented,  I  am  desirous  of  seeing  it. 
I  should  hope  that  tiie  resolution  might  he 
modified,  if  passed,  as  proposed  to  be  amended. 
I  wish  that  it  may  not  be  confined  entirely  to 
Great  Britain  and  France;  because  other  nations, 
Holland  for  instance,  and  some  of  the  Powers  on 
the  Baltic,  hare  adopted  measures  injurious  to 
our  rights.  I  would  not  pass  a  resolution  implying 
ibat  we  would  surrender  our  rights  to  any  otber 
Power  than  Great  Britain  or  France. 

But,  as  the  subject  is  very  interesting  to  the 
public,  I  should  wisb  to  have  the  benefit  of  any 
system  which  migbt  be  matured  to  reliere  tbe 
legislature  frotm  ^ay  reproach  supposed  lo  be 
east  by  the  people  on  it;  aiad  am,  therefore,  desir- 
ous that  the  resolution  ^ould  not  be  postponed. 

Mr.  RAWDOiiPH  said  it  was  not  al  all  surprising 
to  him  that  any  man  who  could  oaoe  bring  him- 
self to  believe  that  the  non^intereourae,  as  it  was 
caiJed  and  now  practised  on,  agreeably  to  the 
representation  of  the  Secrelary  of  tbe  Treasury 
BOW  on  the  tshble,  was  resistance  to  the  two  great 
belligerents,  could  also  bring  himself  to  believe 
ibat  tbe  repeal  of  the  non-intercourse  laws  would 
be  submission  lo  them.  But  what  in  fact,  said 
be,  is  the  nature  of  the  proposition  which  it  is 
proposed  to  postpone?  It  is  proposed  Uy  me  to 
do  that  immediately  and  beneficially  for  ourselres 
aodfor  the  pubiic,  openly,  in  a  manlv,difect  way, 
which  every  man  foresees  will  be  done  in  an  in- 
direct one  when  Congress  adjourns.  And,  if  it 
be  more  resistance  to  the  belligerents  to  adjourn 
Bod  sneak  out  of  this  non-intercourse  than  to  re- 
peal it,  so  be  it — but  in  the  meriu  of  that  species 
of  resistance  I  am  determined  not  to  participate. 
With  respect,  sir,  to  any  project  which  one  so  lit- 
tle acquainted  with  the  course  of  pubhc  affairs  dur- 
ing the  present  Winter  as  myself,  might  hesupposed 
capable  of  bringii^  forward  in  order  to  support  the 
maritime  rights  of  the  nation  against  the  Rnro- 
peao  Powers.  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to  ob- 
serve, without  a»y  intentional  disrespect  to  the 
Executive,  that  when  he  shall  have  done  that  (I 
do  not  say  he  has  not)  which  the  Constitution 
prescribes  to  him  as  an  imperious  duty,  I  shall  do 
mioe-j-and  surely  it  is  a  sufllcient  stretch  of  ])re- 
sQmption  in  me  to  propose  to  do  away  that  which 
is  allowed  to  be  mischievous  in  its  operation,  in- 
stead of  attempting  to  build  up  with  materials 
which  are  totally  unfit  for  service,  and  on  ground 
with  which,  from  my  absence  during  tbe  present 
session,  I  may  be  p resumed  to  be  less  acquainted 
than  other  members  of  this  House.  When  the 
President  shall  have  done  that  which  the  Con- 
stitution prescribes  as  his  imperious  dmv,  it  will 
be  time  enough  for  me  to  do  mine.  The  Con- 
stitQtion,  after  having  in  a  preceding  section 
given  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  cer- 


tain powers,  in  the  execution  of  which  we  are  to 
presume  he  is  to  be  governed  by  a  sound  discre- 
tion, goes  on  to  use  this  very  strong  and  impera- 
tive language.    *<He  shall  from  time  to  tlme- 
^  give  to  the  Congress  information  of  the  state  of 

*  the  Union,  and  recommend  to  their  consideration  . 
^  such  measures  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  and 

*  expedient."  Now,  sir,  it  is  fair  to  take  for 
granted  that  tbe  President  of  the  United  States 
has  done  his  duty;  that  he  has  recommended 
such  measures  as  he  may  judge  necessary  and 
expedient.  What  are  they,  sir  ?  If  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  who  is  charged  with 
the  execution  of  the  laws,  whose  knowledge  re- 
specting all  our  foreign  relations  is  perfect  as 
that  of  finite  man  can  be^-if  be,  on  whom  (do 
what  yon  will)  the  execution  of  these  measures 
must  ultimately  rest,  has  recommended  no  meas- 
ures as  necessary  and  expedient,  it  hardly  be- 
comes— I  wiH  not  say  a  member  of  this  House.  ^ 
but  me,  to  step  in  "where  aDsels  fear  to  tread.'*' 
And  until  the  President  of  the  United  States 
who  stands  at  the  helm  of  our  Govern ment,  shall 
disclose  his  plan  of  operations  to  this  House — 
until  tbe  efficient  Prime  Minister  of  this  country, 
who  has  an  almost  omnipotent  control  over  our 
foreijfn  afiairs,  and  nearly  as  great  over  our  do- 
mestic, shall  disclose  his  sentiments,  it  is  idle  and 
ridiculous  for  members  of  this  House  to  be  pop- 
ping up  in  their  seats  with  shreds  and  patches 
and  disjointed  members  of  systems  which  can 
never  make  a  whole  one.  System  supposes  con- 
nexion and  sympathy  of  parts;  and,  after  giving 
as  much  credit  as  f  on  please  to  the  independ- 
ence of  tbe  two  Houses  of  Congress — I  speak 
now  of  no  undue  influence,  but  of  fair  Constitu- 
tional influence,  and  duty  too — the  members  of 
this  House  cannot  make  a  system  of  foreign 
policy  which  shall  seem  good  in  the  eyes  of  the 
President,  and  which  he  can  execute  beneficially 
to  tbe  State,  unless  he  be  consulted  in  some  way, 
directly  or  indirectly,  as  to  the  nature  and  extent 
of  that  system.  It  becomes  a  question  whether 
the  direct  influence  of  the  President  shall  not 
supersede  an  influence,  if  such  there  be,  of  a 
worse  kind.  The  President  has  a  great  duty  to 
perform.  I  conclude  that  he  is  unahle  to  devise 
any  system,  or  that  he  thinks  none  necessary,  be- 
cause if  he  had  been  able  to  devise  such  a  system, 
he  would,  as  in  duty  bound,  have  submitted  it  to 
Congress.  There  is  then  no  system.  Far  be  it 
from  me  to  attempt  to  make  one,  especially  out 
of  discordant  materials.  But  surely,  sir,  when  a 
law  has  existed  on  our  statute  boox  for  months, 
an  acknowledged  excrescence,  I  may  move  its 
repeal.  If  the  non-intercourse  be  this  manly  re- 
sistance which  some  gentlemen  seem  to  suppose 
it,  let  us  have  a  resolution  to  continue  it — let  us 
re-enact  it.  If  not,  let  us  repeal  it  now,  when 
the  merchants  and  planters  may  receive  some 
benefit  from  it.  Instead  of  letting  it  die  what 
inay  be  called  a  natural  death  (although  it  will 
die  on  the  gibbet)  at  the  end  of  the  session,  I 
hope  it  will  be  now  repealed.  However  the 
House  may  act,  no  part  of  the  responsibility  for 
its  continuance  can  attach  to  me. 
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Mr.  JoBKsoii  expressed  his  regret  that  a  reso- 
lution had  been  presented  to  the  House  embra- 
cing a  proposition  which  they  had  decided  but 
the  moment  before  it  had  been  offered.    He  be- 
liefed  that  there  was  not  a  difference  of  opinion 
in  the  House  on  excluding  British  and  French 
armed  vessels  from  our  waters.    Independent  of 
this  principle,  the  repeal  of  the  non-intercourse 
was  the  only  question  presented  to  his  miiyd  on 
the  question  of  adhering  to  the  amendments  of  * 
the  Senate.    We  are  affaio,  said  he,  presented 
with  a  proposition  simply  to  repeal  the  non-in- 
tercourse, without  the  consolation  of  having  it  in 
our  power  at  the  same  time  to  vote  the  exclusion 
of  British  and  French  armed  vessels  from  our  wa- 
ters. That  we  should  have  the  time  of  the  House 
at  this  period  of  the  session  consymed  in  discuss- 
ing a  proposition  which  we  had  just  before  re- 
jected, I  consider  unfortunate.    Are  we  one  da]^, 
when  a  recommendation  comes  from  the  Presi- 
dent, and  we  advocate  it,  to  he  told  that  the  in- 
dependence of  the  House  is  encroached  on,  and 
the  next  day,  when  no  recommendation  comes, 
are  we  to  be  told  that  we  are  not  to  act  at  all, 
that  our  hands  are  tied  up  from  attempting  to 
alleviate  the  difficulties  of  the  nation  ?    If,  sir,  it 
is  iny  duty  to  wait  for  the  recommendation  of 
the  President  on  everything  which  comes  before 
us,  I  have  not  understood  that  duty  which  1 
have  to   perform  to   my  conscience  and    my 
country. 

Gentlemen  may  think  that  the  non-intercourse 
operates  ou  ourselves  alone.   Under  that  idea,  per- 
haps this  House  did  by  a  larce  majority  adopt  a- 
measure  for  the  repeal  of  the  non-intercourse. 
What  was  the  fate  of  that  measure?    It  failed — 
and  by  this  proposition  the  question  is  again  pre- 
sented:   Will  you   repeal   the  non-intercourse 
without  adopting  any  other  measure?    Sir,  had 
we  not  better  tsute  up  the  convoy  bill,  the  only 
measure  we  have  before  us  to  resist  the  edicts  of 
the  belligerents?    Gentlemen  say  they  will  not 
submit.    Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  will  we 
simply  repeal  that  non-intercourse  before  we  ob- 
tain a  substitute?     If  not,  let  them  manifest 
their  zeal  for  the  public  good  by  proposing  some 
adequate  measure.    As  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  I  conceive  that  he  has  performed 
his  duty,  and  that~we  have  performed  ours  in  re- 
vising the  laws  and  endeavoring  to  substitute  a 
better  measure  for  the  uon-intercourse.    What- 
ever the  consequence  may  be,  I  shall  always 
vote  against  a  naked  repeal  of  the  non-inter- 
course. 

Mr.  Tatlob  said  that  it  was  the  duty  of  Con- 
gress, whea  both  Houses  had  convened  here  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  and  received 
notice  that  the  non-intercourse  law  was  unavail- 
ing, that  moment  either  to  have  amended  the 
law  or  repealed  it — and  how,  asked  Mr.  T.,  have 
we  excused  ourselves  ?  The  proposition  which 
came  from  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations, 
and  which  involved  the  repeal  of  inat  law,  and 
the  embarrassment  we  met  with  in  relation  to 
that  measure  from  another  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, must  plead  our  excuse  hitherto.    But  that 


excuse  mast  cease,  and  we  are  come  to  this 
point:  that  the  law  must  immediately  be  done 
away,  or  we  must  enforce  it.    Shall  we  post- 
pone it  another  day,  to-morrow  and  to-morrow 
and  one  day  more?    It  may  do  here,  but  I  fancT 
in  the  great  body  of  the  community  we  shall  m 
be  excused.    One  day  is  of  importance  in  con- 
ing to*^  a  decision  on  this  subject.     It  is  well 
known  that  with  re8|)ect  to  the  non-intercoorse 
law  I  have  no  responsibility  on  my  shoulders.  It 
was  not  a  favorite  project  of  mine.    Bui,  bdn^a 
law  of  the  land,  and  evaded  and  trampled  ODder 
foot,  converted  to  the  advantage  of  the  di^hoDest 
part  of  the  community,  if  it  be  not  the  duty  of 
those  who  passed  it  to  repeal  it,  it  is  to  enforce  u- 
and  I  want  to  know  what  is  my  duty.    I  belieTc 
that  resistance  to  the  decrees  and  orders  was  d^ 
parted  from  at  the  very  hour  you  adopted  tbis 
taw.    To  be  sure,  sir,  there  roav  be  such  addi- 
tions to  it  as  to  make  it  resemble  the  embargo, 
and  if  so  amended  as  to  deprive  the  belligereots 
of  supplies  and  prevent  them  from  sending  goods 
here,  it  would  be  an  efficient  measure;  hot  short  of 
this,  it  is  worth  nothing.    And  because  gentle 
men  have  propelled  themselves  into  Tyber  creek 
to  avoid  the  rain  and  will  not  come  back,  if  thej 
alone  were  floundering  in  the  mud  they  mirfat 
stay  there  for  me;  bat  it  does  appear  to  me  tut 
we  are  trifling  with  the  rights  and  interesu  of 
the  people  by  this  way  of  procrastinatiag  from 
day  to  day  a  subject  of  so  much  importance.  I 
will  say  to  the  House  that  until  the  vote  of 
Saturday  waa  decided,  there  was  an  eseose  for 
not  taking  up  the  subject.    But  it  ceased  the 
moment  that  vote  was  taken,  and  now  yoo  mait 
do  your  duty — and  the  people  have  a  right  to  sa^r 
that  yoo  must  not  postpone  it  for  a  day  nor  for 
an  hour.    Whatever  mar  be  the  decision  of  the 
House,  whether  to  repeal  the  law  or  to  retain  it, 
il  is  proper  they  should  come  to  an  immediate 
determination  on  it,  in  order  that  the  defeeu 
noticed  in  it  may  be  remedied  if  it  is  to  be  cob- 
tinned.    It  is  proper  that  we  should  change  it 
from  being  a  system  exclusively  favorable  to  the 
dishonest,  10  th^  disadvantage  of  the  honest  and 
patriotic  part  of  the  common ity  who  obey  the 
law,  though  not  compelled  to  do  so,  becanse  ihef 
mi^ht  creep  out  of  it  with  impunity  to  a  system 
which  shall  benefit  the  fair  trader. 

Mr.  Key  hoped  the  House  woold  not  postpooe 
the  consideration  of  this  question.  Did  any  g^o* 
tleman,  he  asked,  want  light  on  the  subject. 
Could  the  House  be  better  possessed  of  it  at  any 
time  than  they  were  now  1  Was  the  sabjecj 
new  ?  No— for  it  had  been  discussed  long  a^ 
often.  Every  member  of  the  House  had  made 
up  his  mind  on  the  subject.  He  could  not  cob- 
ceive  by  what  reasoning  the  propriety  of  its  cob* 
tinoanee  could  be  enforced.  Was  the  noB-iB* 
tercourse  resistance  to  the  belligerents?  l|'' 
was,  it  was  a  most  strange  resistance,  b>^|.^ 
to  the  enem^r  and  injurious  to  ourselves.  It  dw 
appear  to  him,  he  said,  that  the  people  were 
waiting  in  anxious  expectation  for  the  repeal  oi 
the  measure,  and  had  been  so  for  many  months- 
If  it  was  to  be  continued,  it  was  iocumbent  0° 
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the  House  ira mediately  to  eo force  it.  If  it  was 
to  be  repealed,  it  was  as  iocumbent  od  them  im- 
mediately to  act.  It  was  at  present  a  great  evil; 
and  having  no  other  imperative  business  to  pre- 
vent its  being  taken  up,  he  asked  how  gentlemen 
could  justifv  themselves  to  their  constituents  for 
one  hour's  delay  of  a  decision. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  that  he  differed  a  little  in 
opinion  with  the  gentleman  who  had  spoken  last. 
He  said  he  could  tell  that  gentleman  that  the 
hoDor  and  independence  of  the  nation,  in  the 
opinion  of  his  constituents,  was  of  much  greater 
importance  than  the  repeal  of  tbis  law.  His 
opinion  of  the  people  was,  that  they  would  fol- 
low the  Oovernment  in  any  measures  necessary 
for  the  preservation  of  the  rights  and  interests  of 
this  canntry.  He  cared  not  whether  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  up  to-day  or  to-morrow.  He 
shoald  probably  vote  against  postponement,  and 
then  the  world  would  see  who  was  willing  to  set 
all  afloat  and  wbo  was  for  maintaining  tbe  rights 
of  the  nation. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  said  it  was  a  very  easy  mat- 
ter for  gentlemen  to  work  themselves  up  and  at- 
tach great  importance  to  a  subject  to  which 
really  do  importance  was  due.  it  was  totally 
immaterial  to  him  whether  the  question  was 
uken  up  to-day  or  to-morrow.  What  was  the* 
qQesiion  ?  Simply  to  repeal  the  non-intercourse. 
How  came  that  system  into  operation  ?  asked  Mr. 
A.  It  will  be  recollected,  said  he,  that  it  was 
passed  at  the  heel  of  the  session  before  the  last, 
and  continued  in  force  till  the  session  in  May. 
It  was  then  officially  communicated  to  us  that 
an  arrangement  had  been  made  between  this 
coantry  and  Great  Britain.  The  British  Gov- 
erameDt  and  its  agents  here  thought  the  law  of 
some  inonortance,  and  bottomed  an  arrangement 
OD  it  What  was  the  conduct  of  the  Legislature 
in  JoDe?  If  they  had  not  legislated  on  the  sub- 
ject, the  law  would  have  been  gone.  We  find 
almost  a  unanimous  vote  for  continuing  it  as  to 
France,  who  had  proposed  no  arrangement.  Now 
it  seems  to  be  contemplated  by  almost  every  mem- 
ber, that  tbe  session  will  not  continue  more  than 
fifteen  or  twenty  days  longer.  If  we  do  not  re- 
enact  the  law,  it  dies  by  its  own  limitation,  and 
we  do  not  ourselves  repeal  it.  There  is  a  great 
difference  between  repealing  the  law  and  letting 
it  die  by  its  own  limitation.  It  would  hold  out 
to  the  world  an  idea  that  we  believed  the  system 
wrong,  that  we  ought  not  to  have  interposea  any- 
thing between  us  and  the  edicts  of  the  belliger- 
ents, if  we  were  to  repeal  the  uon-intercourse 
law  before  we  know  what  measures  are  taken  on 
the  other  side  of  the  water  in  consequence  of  the 
dismissal  of  Mr.  Jackson.  There  is  a  difierence 
between  recording  on  our  Journals  absolute  sub- 
mission, and  letting'  the  law  expire.  Notwith- 
standing the  abuse  the  system  has  received,  it 
produced  the  arrangement  in  April,  and  has, 
therefore,  been  of  some  effect.  Even  if  I  were 
to  agree  to  repeal  ii,  I  should  deem  it  proper  to 
give  fifteen  or  twenty  days'  notice  of  it,  that  no 
tdyaniage  might  be  given  to  any  one  part  of  the 
coQDtry  over  another. 


The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  on 
postponement  till  to-morrow,  and  negatived — 
yeas  57,  nays  59. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Montgomery's 
amendment. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  said  he  really  did  not  distinctly 
understand  the  meaning  of  the  amendmect  pro- 
posed. He  believed,  as  far  as  the  rights  and  in- 
dependence of  the  country  could  be  maintained 
and  defended  by  law,  they  had  got  nearly  to  the 
end  of  the  tether  of  legislation.  Mr.  R.  said  it 
had  been  no  part  of  his  intention  in  submitting 
that  motion  to  the  House  to  ^et  another  discus- 
sion on  the  subject,  or  an  additional  amendment 
to  the  articles  of  American  independence.  I  had 
no  wish,  said  he,  to  present  to  the  House  any* 
thing  but  a  naked  proposition  whether  it  would 
or  would  not  repeal  a  law  which  our  own  offi- 
cers have  told  us  as  far  as  it  has  force  operates 
mischievously,  but  which  is  in  fact  almost  wholly 
inoperative.  This  is  my  sole  object,  and  I  wish  to 
try  tbe  sense  of  the  House  on  the  question.  For 
that  purpose  I  beg  leave  to  accept  by  way  of 
modincation  the  words  added  by  tne gentleman 
from  Maryland,  and  ask  a  division  orthe  ques- 
tion, so  as' to  taite  the  question  first  on  that  part 
which  includes  my  original  motion ;  and  it  the 
House  do  not  choose  to  repeal  the  non-intercourse 
law  (as  it  is  commonly  called,  though  it  consists 
of  two  different  acts)  I  shall  have  the  satisfaction 
of  refiectinff  that  I  have  done  my  duty  in  pro- 

Eosing  to  do  away  that  which  I  believed  to  be 
urtful  to  the  country. 

Mr.  McKeb  said  he  did  not  rise  to  enter  into 
the  discussion  of  this  subject.  He  was  so  un- 
well that  he  could  not  if  he  were  so  disposed;  but 
he  thought  an  amendment  might  be  proposed 
which  would  make  it  more  acceptable  to  himself. 
Conceiving  that  to  be  tbe  case,  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  move  it.  He  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  repealed"  and  insert  '^ revised  and  amended."  If 
gentlemen  would  turn  their  attention  to  the  his- 
tory of  this  law,  it  would  be  evident  to  the  most 
superficial  observer  that  the  measure  had  never 
had  a  fair  opportunity  for  trial.  The  very  first 
moment  it  went  into  operation,  an  arrangement 
was  entered  into  with  Great  Britain  on  con- 
dition that  it  should  be  suspended  as  to  that  bel- 
ligerent. 

The  Speaker  said  that  it  might  perhaps  save 
the  gentlemen  some  trouble  to  inform  him  that 
his  motion,  being  in  the  nature  of  a  substitute 
for  the  original  motion,  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  McKeb  then  waived  moving  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Taylor  proposed  to  examine  a  term  which 
was  a  very  favorite  one  with  some  gentlemen, 
and  to  ascertain  whether  that  term,  as  applied  to 
the  law  proposed  to  be  repealed,  had  any  mean- 
ing at  all.^  I  hear  gentlemen  in  all  parts  of  the 
Bouse,  said  he,  talking  about  resistance,  and  ask- 
ing whether  we  will  give  up  our  resistance  to  the 
iniquitous  edicts  of  the  belligerents?  Let  us 
examine  tbe  subject  seriously,  see  the  effects  of 
the  non-intercourse  sy^stem,  and  ascertain  wheth- 
er it  does  produce  resistance.    We  complain  that 
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Great  Britain's  roonopoli^ing  disposition  haa,  for 
years  back,  encroached  on  our  rights.  The  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  went  centuries  back  to 
show  a  disposition  in  Great  Britain  to  have  her 
merchantmen  the  carriers  of  the  world.  This, 
then,  is  her  policy,  and  in  resisting  that  policy 
we  condemn  our  own  vessels  to  ao  to  Amelia 
island,  Madeira,  or  elsewhere,  and  the  British 
carrier  from  Amelia  island  to  Great  Britain  is 
completely  the  monopolizer.  They  get  more 
for  the  freight  of  produce  from  Amelia  island 
than  they  would  get  if  they  were  to  come  into 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  or  Baltimore.  You 
give  them  a  monopoly  of  carrying  the  whole 
produce  of  the  United  States  across  the  Atlantic 
at  a  greater  price,  and  under  greater  advantages 
than  they  would  have  if  their  vessels  were  al- 
lowed to  come  into  our  ports,  inasmuch  as  they 
would  have  to  compete  with  our  vessels  and  con- 
form to  the  regular  prices.  This  is  the  effect 
which  men  of  business  are  obliged  to  acknowl- 
edge proceeds  from  the  non-intercourse  law. 
What  is  our  object  ?  To  produce  a  different 
sentiment  in  the  belligerents  towards  us?  Do 
you  suppose  that  by  securing  a  monopoly  of  the 
carriage V)f  the  produce  of  the  United  States  to 
Great  Britain,  she  will,  therefore,  be  disposed  to 
act  more  friendly  towards  you  7  On  the  contrary, 
you  give  her  a  premium  for  her  unlawful  and  in- 
iquitous conduct  towards  you.  The  ruler  of  the 
destinies  of  the  French  nation,  and  of  the  Euro- 
pean continent,  has  his  views,  also,  completely 
answered.  The  policy  of  Bonaparte  is  to  destroy 
commerce.  You  want  to  change  that  policy. 
How  do  you  get  to  work  upon  it  ?  By  pursuing 
the  very  policy  he  advocates.  Is  it  resistance  to 
the  belligerent  edicU  to  favor  the  interest  of  one 
Power  and  fulfil  the  views  of  the  other?  Whe- 
ther it  be  the  interest  of  the  French  Emperor  to 
destroy  commerce,  we  will  not  examine,  but  we 
know  that  it  is  his  settled  policy.  Do  you  call 
this  resistance,  sir  ?  I  am  at  a  loss  for  words  to 
express  the  strange  confusion  of  ideas  presented 
by  the  reiterated  exclamations  of  "  will  you  cease 
to  resist  ?''  I  might  go  back  and  review  the  fa- 
mous report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, to  which  the  ffenileman  from  Connecticut 
(Mr.  Dana^  has  called  our  attention,  (to  the  doc- 
trine laid  down,  in  which  I  still  subscribe,)  to 
show  that,  so  far  from  bein|^  resistance,  the  pres- 
ent non-intercourse  system  is  submission.  Gen- 
tlemen forget  when  they  tell  us  that  this  very 
non-intercourse  did  produce  the  arrangement  wiin 
Mr.  Erskine.  We  Embargo-men  think  the  press- 
are  occasioned  by  that  measure  produced  it,  and 
believe  that  it  would  have  been  carried  into  ef- 
fect, if  the  Legislature,  instead  of  countervailing, 
had  not  actually  answered  the  interest  of  the 
Powers  we  were  to  resist. 

See,  sir,  how  this  operates  with  respect  to  our 
imports.  One  certain  effect  produced  by  it  ,is, 
that  the  Treasury  has  ceased  to  receive  duties  on 
goods,  and  it  is  well  ascertained  that  there  is  not 
a  greater  scarcity  of  British  goods  in  the  market 
of  the  United  States  than  there  was  when  this 
law  passed ;  and  we  should  be  informed  of  the 


cause,  if  we  could  at  once  call  a  witness  from 
Amelia  island  to  tell  us  of  the  thousands  of  bales 
piled  up  there  to  be  smuggled  into  the  Uoited 
States.    We  need  not  go  so  far  for  a  witness,  for 
I  believe  a  contract  to  any  amount  may  be  made 
for  the  delivery  of  goods  which  come  in  in  viola- 
tion of  the  law,  in  any  cellar  or  store  of  Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore,  &c.    Not  to  tnention  the  loa 
of  revenue,  the  demoralization  of  our  citizeosis 
sufficient  reason  to  repeal  the  law.    It  can  ool? 
be  justified  as  producing  ffreat  and  positive  ef- 
fect on  your  adversaries.    I  can  see  do  resistance 
in  it,  but,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  say  that  it  is 
resistance,  let  me  inquire  who  bears  the  brunt  of 
this  resistance  7    The  eatable  produce  of  the  ag- 
riculture of  the  United  States  will  go  to  the  hot 
markets  in  the  world,  notwithstanding  their  orders 
and  decrees.    Where  are  they  ?  The  British  West 
India  islands,  and  even  the  island  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  some  parts  of  Spain.    They  may  go  a  cir- 
cuitous route,  but  they  still  go  to  the  best  market. 
The  cultivator  of  eatable  products  is  not  mucli 
affected  by  this  system  of  resistance  7  The  weight 
of  the  non-intercourse  system  rests  not  upon  his 
shoulders,  but  I  will  tell  you  upon  whose  it  does. 
The  tobacco  «nd  cotton  of  the  United  States  are 
not  only  consumed  in  Great  Britain,  or  io  her 
islands,  but  find  a  market  all  over  Europe*  Bf 
the  present  non-intercourse  law,  the  trade  ia  these 
articles  receives  the  same  bent  in  the  voyage  as 
other  articles;  but  that  is  not  all.     We  export 
ei|;hty-five  thousand   hogsheads  of  tobacco,  of 
wnich,  but  about  fifteen  thousand  are  coosamed 
in  Great  Britain.     We  also  export  something 
more  than  sixty  millions  of  pounds  of  cotton,  of 
which  little  more  than  one-half  is  manufactured 
in  that  country.    The  whole  quantity  of  these 
two  exports  is,  nevertheless,  by  the  force  of  your 
own  law,  propelled  into  that  glutted  market. 

Is  this  uiir,  sir  7  Flour,  beef,  pork,  and  so  oo, 
go  to  the  best  possible  market  they  could  go, 
whether  this  law  and  the  orders  and  decrees 
were  in  force  or  not ;  whereas,  by  your  own  act, 
you  compel  the  article  of  tobaeco  to  go  certaiolf 
to  a  glutted  market.  If  a  coercive  measure  is  to 
be  adopted  and  maintained,  for  God's  sake,  let  it 
be  a  general  one,  and  do  not  let  the  whole  burden 
of  it  be  imposed  on  the  tobacco  and  cotton  plaoter. 
Any  man  can  see  that  the  brunt  of  the  battle,  if 
it  be  a  battle,  if  it  be  resistance — which,  bjr  the 
by,  it  is  not — is  borne  exclusively  by  the  South- 
ern planter  and  grower  of  tobacco  and  cotton.  If 
there  must  be  resistance,  let  us  have  a  commoa 
stock,  and  not  impose  the  burden  of  it  exclusivelf 
on  the  two  classes  I  have  mentioned. 

Some  say  that  these  difficulties  in  commerce 
may  serve  to  encourage  our  Eastern  manufac- 
tures. If  it  be  the  object  of  gentlemen  to  sup- 
port and  encourage  manufactures,  let  them  come 
out  and  say  so,  pass  laws  for  the  purpose,  and  not, 
in  this  under-hand  mode,  impose  difficulties  on 
one  part  of  the  community  to  increase  the  wealth 
of  the  other.  The  growers  of  cotton  and  tobacco 
will  put  their  hands  in  their  pockets  if  you  require 
contribution,  but  it  is  unfair,  by  this  indirect 
mode,  to  impose  difficulties  and  restraints  upoa 
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them  for  the  purpose  of  eneoaragiDg  a  diffennt 
class  of  the  eumisaaity.  It  is  not  dignified  in 
the  Nadooal  Legislature  to  pursue  an  object,  no 
matter  bow  laudable,  in  this  indirect  mode.  If 
this  object  is  sanctioned  by  the  Legislature,  there 
ought  to  be,  at  least,  an  equal  taxation  for  the 
parpose.  It  would  add  to  tbe  unpopularity  of 
socD  a  measure  to  say  that,  over  and  abore  the 
ineqoality  of  the  benefit  conferred  by  it,  those 
who  voald  bear  it  most,  should  bear  more  yet 
for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  industry  of  the 
other  parts  of  the  United  States.  I  wish  our 
maoofaetDres  to  prosper  ^t  I  beliere  our  friends 
across  the  Atlantic  are  aiding  them.  They  en- 
courage our  manufaetores  in  the  same  way  as 
we  eoeourage  their  commerce.  We  seem  to  be 
playing  at  cross  purposes  with  each  other.  If 
tiie  design  in  continuing  the  non-intercourse  is  to 
eDcoorage  manufactures,  all  our  acts  ought  to  be 
open  and  above  board,  and  the  imposition  ought 
to  be  equal  on  all  parts  of  the  community  to  ren- 
der it  a  proper  measure  to  be  adopted  by  the  Oor- 
ernment  or  the  United  States. 

I  conclude  then,  sir,  as  far  as  I  understand  the 
meaoiog  of  terms,  that  the  non-intercoutse  law, 
so  far  from  being  efficient,  adually  plays  into  her 
bands,  sod  adds.to  the  advantages  Ghreat  Britain 
intesded  to  derive  from*  her  Orders  in  Oonncil 
and  blockading  decrees,  and  that,  as  to  Franae, 
it  completely  answvrs  her  views.  It  affords  ad- 
notages  to  your  eoemy  whilst  it  distresses  your- 
lelf ;  and,  whether  we  are  to  receive  despatches 
by  the  John  Adams  to-day  or  to-morrow,  is  alto- 
gether unimportant  as  to  the  decision  of  this 
qoestion,  for,  if  it  is  annoonoed  by  this  vesael 
that  Great  Britain  continues  her  unjust  conduct 
towards  us,  tbe  continuance  of  tbe  non-inter- 
course will  not  make  her  c  hange  her  courae.  3  he 
bows  her  interest  too  well.  She  will  coBtinue 
to  enjoy  the  monopoly  you  have  made  for  her. 
And,  if  Prance  continues  her  policy,  the  c(Kiiin- 
oanee  of  the  oon-intereouse  will  not  make  her 
change  her  policy,  but  will  further  it.  Reverse 
iioth  suppositions,  «nd  there  will  be  still  greater 
gopriety  in  repealing  the  non^intercourse^*- 
Wbateyer  tidings  are  received,  you  can  not  go 
^^Dg  in  repealing  the  non-intercourse  S3rstem. 

Some  gentlemen  seem  to  imagine  that  the  re- 
peal of  the  non-intercourse  should  be  simoltane- 
ons  with  the  adoption  of  some  other  measure.  I 
tare  not  what  course  gentlemen  mean  to  take 
with  the  public  business.  The  repeal  of  the  non- 
intereooise  would  not  interfere  with  the  convoy 
bill,  nor  prevent  us  from  raising  fifty  thousana. 
or  one  hundred 'thousand  regulars,  or  equipping 
the  whole  Navv.  On  the  contrary,  I  believe  the 
reeeiTing  a  little  money  would  aid  in  tbe  aecom- 
plishmeot  of  other  of  these  objects.  The  ques- 
tion at  last  is,  will  the  House  now  repeal  this 
Qseleas  law,  or  suffer  it  to  expire  by  its  own  limi- 
tation 1  Its  immediate  repeal  will  not  compro- 
mit  any  man  .as  to  subsequent  measures,  but  I 
will  tell  you,  air,  what  it  will  do.  It  will  relieve 
the  public  anxiety  from  one  end  of  the  country 
to  the  other.  It  will  relieve  the  merchant,  and 
planter,  and  agrieoltOTist  too,  from  an  imoense 


burden ;  it  will  relieve  your  citizens  genanUy 
from  the  demoralizing  effects  ot  the  system,  and 
will;add  considerably  to  your  revenue. 

Mr.-MnMFOBn.— >I  rejoice  to  bear  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  bring  forward  this  motion,  as  I  con- 
sider it  the  harbinger  of  the  removal  of  all  our 
commercial  restrictions,  which  no  one  is  more 
solicitous  to  do  away  than  myself;  but  while  I 
am  thus  disposed  to  take  off  those  restrictions  oc- 
casioned and  imposed  by  the  outrageous  conduct 
of  tbe  belligerents,  let  us  at  the  same  moment 
extend  the  right  arm  of  protection,  as  far  as  we 
are  able,  to  the  defenceless  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  with  that  view  I  do  most  cordially 
second  tbe  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, (Mr^MoMTOOMBRT,)  a  motion  that  will  place 
the  question  fairly  before  this  House,  whether  we 
wUI  maintain  the  honor,  the  independence,  and 
just  rights  of  our  country.  Sir,  it  is  high  time 
some  decisive  steps  should  be  taken  in  order  that 
the  people  might  know  what  to  depend  upon.  I 
have  been  uniformly  in  favor  of  the  non-inter- 
course, not  that  I  pre&rred  it.  but  because  I  would 
not  give  it  up  without  a  stronger  fsubstitute,  and 
wished  it  enforced  for  months  past.  -But  if  gen- 
tlemen will  not  consent  to  put  means  in  the  poiwer 
of  the  Executive  to  execute  the  laiw,  I  have  to 
regret  it,  and  as  I  do  not  perceive.any  real  change 
likely  to  take  place  in  the  conduct  of  tbe  bellig- 
erents, I  am  now  more  and  more  convinced  that 
our  only  alternative  left,  and  our  true  policy  in 
my  opinion,  is  to  reaist  by  convoy,  in  the  nest 
manner  we  can,  and  carry  on  our  trade  with  both 
of  them.  To  repeal  the  non-intercourse  without 
sttbstitating  the  convoy  eystem.  will  .practically, 

its  operation,  confine  you  to  tne  British  mi^rket 


in 


almost  exclusively,  and  I  would  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Oarolioa  (Mr.  Taylob)  where 
is  the  differetnce  7  Whether  you  go  to  Fayal  or 
Jdaderia  or  Amelia  island  entrepot,  or  to  the  mo- 
nopolizing entrepot  of  Lbndon  or  Liverpool,  you 
are  still  deprived  from  carrying  bis  cotton  and 
tobacco,  to  the  consumers  in  continental  £uro|)e. 
And  as  to  confining  our  trade  to  Great  Britain 
only,  it  is  all  in  vain  to  say  it  can  be  carried  on 
to.advantage,  when  she  herself  is  daily  straining 
every  nerve  to  introduce  your  commodities  into 
the  very  markets  where  you\asan  independent 
nation  ought  to  go  yourselves.  Immediately  after 
the  arrangement  prith  Erskine  was  known  in  Eng- 
land, down  went  cotton  and  tobacco  and  other 
articles  so  low  that  many  American  merchante 
had  ruin  staring  them  in  the  face,  their  bills  were 
noted  for  non-acceptance  and  the  produce  of  oor 
country  so  reduced  in  price,  as  in  all  probability 
would  not  net  them  ten  shillings  in  the  pooaa, 
when  all  at  once  the  renewal  of  the  noa-uiter- 
course  revived  their  drooping  spirits,  and  instead 
of  eleven  pence  for  their  cotton,  they  obtained 
from  twenty-two  to  twenty-four  pence  per  pound, 
and  saved  them  from  uUer  ruin,  and  put  money 
into  their  pockets.  And  although  it  may  appear 
paradoxical  to  some  gentlemen,  the  roundabout 
entrepot  does  operate  upon  the  English  market 
in  ascertain  degree  to  increase  their  diffieulties  to 
obtain  our  produce  at  lowprices,  and  having  a 
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seaoty  supply  come  into  their  market  at  enormoos 
high  prices,  must  necessarily  increase  their  ex- 
penses on  tne  articles  they  receive  from  us;  and 
every  means  we  can  employ  to  operate  upon  and 
increase  their  expense,  will  most  likely  tend  to 
procure  us  at  least  common  justice,  and  I  ask  no 
more  from  either  belligerent  But,  say  gentle- 
men, this  operates  on  the  sro  wer  of  cotton.  I  be- 
lieve all  the  cotton  sold  of  the  last  year's  crop  has 
obtained  on  an  average  a  higher  price  than  it  did 
at  any  time  between  the  19th  April  and  9th 
August,  the  period  of  time  between  the  Erskine 
arrangement  and  the  President's  Proclamation 
renewing  the  non-intercourse  with  England, 
which  so  completely  overstocked  that  market,  that 
scarcely  any  sales  could  be  made.  As  we  hear 
so  much  about  tobacco  and  cotton  reiterated  ovjer 
and  oyer  again,  let  us  examine  where  it  went, 
when  our  commerce  was  left  free  to  itself  in  1804i 
About  75,000  hhds.  were  exported— 15,000  hhds. 
of  the  prime  quality  is  sufficient  for  the  British 
market,  and  about  60,000  hhds.  of  the  second  and 
third  qualities  went  toother  markets,  from  which 
the  Orders  of  Council  and  the  blockade  or  paper 
orders  now  shut  you  out,  and  if  compelled  to  sell 
in  England,  must  be  done  at  an  enormous  sacrifice 
for  the  benefit  of  the  monopolizers.  In  respect  to 
cotton,  I  have  only  to  repeat  what  I  have  already 
aaidon  a  former  occasion,  that  the  prices  of  upland 
eotton  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  with  much  less 
duties  than  they  pay  in  England,  are,  in  France 
100  cents,  Holland  80  cents,  Denmark  50  cents. 
If  you  repeal  the  non-intercourse  to-morrow  with- 
out substituting  some  plan  by  which  the  conti- 
nental Powers  can  ascertain  that  the  property  you 
•end  there  is  really  and  bonajide  American,  and 
that  they  can  distinguish  us  from  the  English  for- 
geries, you  cannot  obtain  insurance  for  50  per 
cent.,  even  if  the  vessel  was  in  Bordeaux  river, 
whereas  in  my  opinion,  if  you  send  them  under 
convoy,  it  can  he  done  at  15  per  cent,  and  perhaps 
less. 

As  this  miserable  money-making  system  ap- 
pears to  have  obtained  the  ascendency  over  the 
rights  and  independence  of  the  nation,  let  us  now 
examine  the  effect  of  the  orders  and  decrees  of 
the  belligerents  on  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  for  this  purpose  I  have  selected 
from  the  lucid  and  comprehensive  report  of  that 
able  officer  who  presides  over^he  Treasury  De- 
partment with  so  much  honor  to  himself  as  well 
as  to  the  nation,  and  whom  I  have  known  more 
than  twenty-five  years,  always  as  amiable  in  do- 
mestic life  as  he  is  deservedly  respectable  in  pub- 
lic life,  and  who  as  well  as  many  other  virtuous 
men  have  had  the  shafts  of  calumny  darted  at 
them  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other 
by  anonymous  slanderers ;  for  in  modern  days  it 
seems,  that  if  a  man  can  wield  a  frame  of  types 
and  lampblack  he  sets  himself  up  for  censor  gen- 
eral ;  yet  truth  is  eternal,  and  will  ever  rise  tri- 
umphant over  falsehood.  Let  us  now  proceed  to 
the  Secretary's  report  made  to  this  House  on  the 
38th  February,  1806.  I  have  chosen  the  years 
1802, 1803, 1804,  when  out  commerce  took  its  own 
natural  channel,  and  when  there  were  no  orders 


nor  decrees  violating  the  lawful  commerce  of 
the  United  States.  It  appears  by  the  report  thit 
the  balance  against  the  United  States  betweeo  tbe 
imports  and  exports  with  Great  Britaio  smooDts 
to  about  fourteen  millions  of  dollars  per  aooum, 
and  that  the  balance  in  favor  of  the  United  States 
between  imports  and  exports  with  all  other cooo- 
tries  amounts  to  six  millions  three  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  net  revenue  derived  from  io- 
ports  from  Great  Britain,  six  millions  two  hos- 
dred  and  twelve  thousand  dollars.  Net  rerenue 
derived  from  imports  from  all  other  couotrio, 
six  millions  two  hundred  and  fifteen  thousud 
dollars.  Thus  far  I  have  extracted  from  the  oi- 
cial  report.  Let  us  now  make  an  estimate  from 
opinion,  of  some  other  items,  made  up,  ii  is  trae, 
from  no  certain  data,  and  consequently  arbimry 
and  subject  to  error  in  judgment,  but  not  witli 
intention  to  mislead;  it  is  however  conceiredto 
be  sufficiently  correct,  to  form  an  opinion  from. 
I  shall  commence  witn  the  carrying  trade,  or  the 
freight  obtained  by  American  vessels  for  trans- 
portmg  the  produce  of  our  own  soil,  as  well  it 
the  productions  from  and  to  foreign  coantriet. 
We  have  heard  so  much  about  this  mighty  stalk- 
ing horse,  commonjy  called  by  some  geotleffles 
the  extraneous  fungus  on  the  body  politic  and 
commercial,  that  we  shall  now  see  whether  it  u 
worth  while  for  the  elder  sister,  agricaitore.  to 
abandon  the  young  sister,  her  handmaid,  to  her 
fate^  and  turn  her  loose  upon  the  world  withoot 
a  friend  to  foster,  to  aid,  or  protect  her ;  aod  u 
money  appears  now  to  be  the  order  of  the  day,  I 
shall  state,  that  the  probable  profit  on  the  carry  iii|r 
trade  for  one  year  was  $^,398,185,  calcoiated  oa 
the  official  report  of  the  tonnage  made  up  at  the 
Treasury  Department  for  1804,  by  which  it  ao- 
pears  there  was  672,5^  tons  of  American  vessels 
emplojred  for  one  year  in  the  trade  with  forei^ 
countries,  and  it  is  conceived  that  the  increase  of 
tonnage  since  that  period  will  more  than  compen- 
sate for  the  same  number  of  years  preceding 
1804,  when  it  was  less.  It  is  presumed  that 
about  one-third  of  the  above  tonnage  is  employed 
in  the  West  India  trade,  which  is  about  the  pro* 
portion  of  our  exports  to  that  quarter  of  the  world, 
an4  that  about  three-fourths  of  the  tonnage  is 
employed  in  the  European  trade,  including  a  pro* 
portion  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  say  168,- 
132  tons  in  West  India  trade,  calculated  only  oa 
two  voyages  a  year — some  make  three  voyages, 
but  that  I  will  throw  in  for  contingencies;  ar^ 
rage  freight  at  about  ^12  per  ton  for  one  voyage 
is  $24,  for  two  voyaffes  per  ton  for  one  year,  is 
94,734,168,  say  504,306  tons  employed  in  Euro- 
pean trade,  and  some  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  Those  vessels  trading  to  Europe  generall| 
pertbrm  two  voyages  a  year,  and  some  tvo 
voyages  and  a  hall,  and  it  it  is  presumed  that 
those  which  make  two  aod  a  halt  voyages,  will 
more  than  compensate  for  the  one  voyage  a  year 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  general 
average  of  freight  to  Europe  was  four  pounds 
sterling  or  $17  76  cts.;  one  voyage  $35  53  cts.  foi 
one  year,  is  $17^664  eu.  The  char^  to  be  de- 
ducted  paid  in  foreign  countries,  it  is  presumed, 


1721 


HISTORY  OP  CONaRBSS. 


1722 


Apbil,  1810. 


Nian-hiiercoune. 


H.  or  R. 


wiJl  be  discharged  by  the  retara  freights  (not  in* 
ciuded  in  the  aboTe)  and  profits  on  the  return 
cargoes ;  and  the  charges  retained  in  the  United 
States  are  seamen's  wages,  provisions  for  the  Tes-> 
sets,  American  manufactured  articles,  mechanics 
and  laborers'  work,  ship  chandlery,  insurances, 
other  contingencies,  and  the  balance  for  ship-own- 
ers' profits. 

Some  gentlemen  have  said  they  would  not  pro* 
tect  this  extraneous  trade.  Sir,  1  should  like  .to 
know  how  you  can  separate  the  property  you  re- 
eeire  from  foreign  nations  in  exchange  for  the 
prodoctions  of  your  own  soil,  f  for  since  our  cap- 
ital has  increased  we  can  malce  more  money  in 
carrying  goods  on  our  own  account,  than  we  can 
for  other  nations,)  it  becomes  so  interwoven  with 
the  mass  of  yoar  own  products  that  you  cannot 
toochthe  one  without  affecting  the  other.  Let 
OS  DOW  examine  how  this  freiffhting  business  is 
distributed — the  probable  gain  for  one  year  on  the 
transportation  of  968,461,000  exported  to  all  the 
world  from  the  United  States.  To  England — the 
proportion  for  that  country  is  taken  from  the 
amount  of  exports,  which  are  about  one-third  of 
the  whole,  and  the  freight  is  in  dollars  ^,466,061 ; 
to  all  other  countries — the  proportion  for  all  other 
ooontries  is  likewise  taken  from  the  same  official 
report  of  euorts,  and  are  about  two-thirds,  the 
freiffht  on  which  amounts  to  $14,932,124.  There 
isalM  an  official  item  on  revenue,  arising  as  the 
Secretary  states  from  the  carrying  trade,  and  mak- 
ing altogether  $850,000,  the  greater  proportion  of 
which  is  derived  from  our  commerce  with  Conti- 
Dental  Europe.  Let  us  now  examine  the  pro- 
bable gain  to  the  United  States  on  the  amount  of 
exporu  to  Great  Britain,  $23,330,147:  I  shall  es- 
timate it  at  ten  per  cent.,  and  which  is  a  very  lib- 
eral allowance,  as  it  is  doubted  by  many  whether 
it  will  come  up  to  that  rate,  especially  when  we 
take  into  consideration  that  there  is  a  greater  pro- 
portion of  failures  amon^  merchants  who  trade 
cxclosively  to  Qreat  Britain  in  the  produce  of 
oar  own  soil,  than  among  the  same  number  of 
other  merchants  who  trade  in  the  same  commod- 
ities with  all  other  countries ;  say  ten  per  cent, 
profit  on  exporu  to  Qreat  Britain,  is  $2,330,147 ; 
the  probable  gain  on  exports  to  all  other  countries 
will  be  about,  from  estimation,  fifteen  per  cent., 
tod  here  no  account  is  taken  of  the  exchange, 
because  it  baa  heretofore  been  against  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe,  (now  twenty-five  per  cent,  aganst 
Kngland,)  but  of  late  years  it  has  been  more  than 
compensated  in  their  favor,  and  will  more  than 
make  up  for  the  loss  on  the  exchange  formerly 
paid  by  the  United  States  in  their  remittance 
from  the  Continent,  to  pay  that  constant  drain, 
ve  have  been  obliged  to  supply,  to  make  up  for 
the  balance  of  the  fourteen  millions  of  dollars 
against  us  in  our  trade  with  Great  Britain.  The 
amount  of  exports  to  all  countries  except  Great 
Britain^  amount  to  144,653,344,  at  fifteen  per  cent, 
profit,  M  $6,698,001  for  the  gain  on  that  trade. 
Any  gentleman  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  add 
up  those  items,  will  find  the  result  on  the  political 
economy  andnscal  concerns  of  the  United  States 
to  be  as  follows : 


The  British  Orders  of  Council  and  paper  blockades 
operate  on  the  moneyed  concerns  of  trade  and  revenue 
of  the  United  States, with  all  other  countries,  as  below, 
$34,169,136  per  annum. 

Offieiai  Estimate. 

Revenue  derived  firom  our  tiade  with  all  other  conn- 
tries,  except  Qreat  Britain  -$6,216,000 
Gain  between  imports  and  ex- 
porta         ....    6,814,010 

•12,6S9,010 

Eitimate  hy  opinion. 

Probable  gain  by  freight        $14,988,124  , 
ProbftUe  gain  by  profit  on  ex-   • 
ports,  at  16  per  cent  -        -    6,698,001 

21,680,126 


Total      -        -        .        -        -        -•84,169,186 

.The  decrees  of  Continental  Europe  op- 
erate on  the  moneyed  concerns  of  trade  and 
revenue  of  tiie  United  States  with  Great 
Britain,  to  amount  of  916,008,208,  viz: 

Offieiai  Estimate. 
Revenue       ...        .$6,212,000 

Estimate  by  opinion. 

Probable  gain  by  freight        -    7,466,061 
Probable  gain  by  profit  on  ex- 
ports, at  10  per  cent.  •        •    2,880,147 

16,008,208 

■— ■■"■■^^^«™.»» 
Balance,  showing  that  the  Orders  of  Coun- 
cil exceed  the  decrees  of  Continental 
Europe,  by  the  sum  of       -        -       -  $18,160,927 

The  final  result  is,  by  the  above  calculations, 
that  the  British  Ordersof  Council  and  paper  bloek- 
i^des  operate  on  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  United 
States  above  eighteen  millions  of  dollars  per 
annum  more  than  the  decrees  of  Continental  Eu- 
rope. All  the  above  calculations  are  made  to 
show  the  importance  of  carrying  the  productions 
of  our  soil  direct  to  the  consumers,  T  which,  as  an 
independent  nation,  we  have  an  undoubtea  right 
to  do,  contraband  excepted  \)  and  I  take  it  for 
granted,  that  Great  Britain  will  not  relax  in  i^r 
uniform  studied  system  against- your  commercial 
prosperity.  Her  Minister  has  most  unequivo« 
cally  told  you  that  His  Britannic  Majesty  will 
not  cease  to  maintain  the  right  to  blockade  on 
paper. .  It  is  very  true  that  she  did  not  modify  her 
Orders  in  Council,  in  words,  because  she  per- 
ceived that  the  enormous  tribute  of  sixteen  cents 
per  pound  on  cotton,  and  other  articles  of  the 
productions  of  your  soil  in  proportion,  caused  so 
much,  and  very  justly  so,  too,  of  indignation 
among  the  American  people.  She  then  only 
chauffed  the  name  from  order*  to  paper  blockades^ 
which,  in  the  operation,  as  it  relates  to  our  prod- 
ucts, is  the  same  thing  in  its  effects.  She  may 
amuse  us  with  Ministers  of  high  rank,  and  pur- 
sue her  old  Machiavelian  policy,  but  I  have  no 
idea  that  her  monopolizing  system  will  even  allow 
us  to  carry  our  own  commodities  to  Continental 
Europe,  unless  she  discovers  that  we  are  deter- 
mined to  assert  our  just  rights.  We  must  judge 
of  her  as  we  do  of  other  nations — from  her  past 
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conduct  in  the  history  of  thfe  worM,  and'  wliich 
was  detailed  by  me  a  fewtlavs  ago  in  this  House ; 
from  which  it  did  appear  that  for  the  late  fonr 
hundred  years  she  had  constantly,  in  suceession 
from  that  period  up  to  the  present  day,  commit- 
ted depredations  and  aggressions  upon  the  lawful 
commerce  of  innocent  neutrals ;  and  we  certainly 
have  no  reason  to  thin  It  that  either  of  the  belli* 
gerents  will  change  their  systems^  merely  on 
account  of  our  commercial  restrictions.  They 
may  temporize  with  you^  but  I  doubt  much  if  you 
come  to  any  definitive  agreement  with  them. 

Mr.  McKiM  said,  he  was  not  insensible  to  the 
injuries  we  bad  suncred  from  the  non-interoourse 
law,  tbough  he  was  far  from  Tiewinff  it  as  some 
sentUmen  had  done.  He  said  he  had  always 
Been  disposed  to  repeal  the  non-intercourse  law. 
whenever  it  could  oe  done  on  terms  consistent 
with  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  nation ;  and,  that 
the  Committee  might  have  a  full  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, he  said  he  wouJd  contribute  his  mite;  and 
moved  to  amend  the  proposition  now  under  con- 
sideration by  adding  to  it  the  following  words.: 
"  And  that  provision  be  made  b3r  law  for  prohib- 
itinff  importations  from  Ghreat  Britain  and  France, 
or  their  dependencies." 

Mr.  Randolph  accepted  the  amendment,  and 
called  for  a  division  of  the  question,  so  as  to  take 
it  first  on  the  naked  proposition  for  repealing  the 
non-intercourse  law.  He  suggested,  however,  to 
the  Speaker,  whether  there  wae  not  a  discord- 
ance between  thia  amendment  and  that  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Mnrvlaod,  (Mn  Mont- 
QOMERY ;)  and  whether  it  might  not  operate  as  an 
ouster  of  that  part  of  the  resolution  ? 

Mr.  LivBRMORB  said  that  attempts  had  been 
made  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  House'  from 
the  real  question  before  them,  viz:  whether  the 
House  would  now  repeal  the  non-intercourse,  or 
leave  it  till  the  end  of  the  session  ?  For  what 
possible  good  could  it  be  continued  to  the  end  of 
the  session  ?  It  was  acknowledged  on  all  bands 
that  it  had  done  no  good ;  and  the  House  had 
been  officially  told  that  it  was  a  dead  letter.  For 
what  purpose,  then,  could  gentlemen  amuse  them- 
selves with  talking  about  resistance,  and  about 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations, 
which  had  declared  that  the  embargo  or  war  were 
the  sole  measures  of  resistance  ?  Whjr  embar- 
rass the  question  any  further  ?  The  fair,  honor- 
able; and  magnanimous  course  would  be  to  repeal 
the  law.  It  was  wrong  to  be  so  pertinacious  in 
any  measure  from  which  they  could  not  pretend 
that  any  good  could  arise.  If  the  session  was  to 
continue  only  three  or  fonr  weeks,  the  refusal  to 
repeal  the  non-interconrse  law  could  only  proceed 
from  the  prideof  consistency,  or  from  not  paying 
that  attention  to  the  public  interest  which  it  was 
their  duty  to  d6.  Mr.  L.  contended  that  no  argu- 
ment could  be  drawn  from  the  arrangement  in 
April  last  in  favor  of  the  non-intercourse,  as  that 
arrangement  had  been  made  without  autboritf . 

Mr.  McKee  said,  as  his  former  motion  bad  been 
declared  out  of  order,  he  could  get  at  his  object 
by  rejecting  the  proposition  under  consideration, 
and  substituting  another  for  it.    The  only  way  in 


which  Congress  could  act  on  this  subject,  con- 
sistently with  a  respect  for  themseivea,  was  to 
repeal  the  non-intercourse  entirely,  or  to  revire 
and  re-enact  it.  It  was  admitted,  that,  as  it  now 
stood,  the  non-intercourse  had  no  coercive  infia- 
ence.  The  question  had  been  taken  into  con&id" 
eration  at  the  oommencemeot  of  the  session,  asd 
a  measure  proposed,  which  he  had  at  that  time 
considered  as  caleoiated  for  the  incereat  of  the 
country,  which  had  been  denounced  aa  not  coa* 
taining  sufficient  energy.  Bven  the  nol»-inte^ 
course  was  said  to  be  more  energetic.  That  met- 
sure  which  he  alluded  to.  however,  was  |^e,aad 
it  was  in  the  power  of  the  House  to  originates 
similar  measure.  Mr.  McK.  said  he  wished  nov 
to  see  whether  those  who  had  been  in  fiiror  of  the 
non-inteieourse  in  preference  to  ihemeasuie  whieh 
wae  proposed,  would  agtee  to  enforce  the  noa* 
intercourse  law*     With  this  view,  (should  the 

E reposition  now  under  consideration  be  rejected,) 
e  said  he  should  make  the  proposition  he  had 
just  mentioned.  As  to  the  observations  relative 
to  the  interest  of  the  Southern  country,  Mr.  McK. 
said  he  could  inform  gentlemen  that  there  was 
not  an  individual  in  the  remotest  r^ioos  of  the 
West  but  felt  an  interest  in  the  measures  of  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  that  the  obstructions  to  eommene 
were  as  severely  felt  by  the  planters  of  the  West- 
ern country  as  by  the  farmers  of  the  Atlantic 
States :  they  were  the  growers  ot  the  rery  srti- 
cles  mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina. On  this  subject,  there  was  but  one  wish 
throughout  the  country,  viz :  to  procure  the  repeal 
of  the  Ehritish  cHtlers  and  French  decrees.  And 
bow  was  it  to  be  effected  1  Could  it  be  expected, 
if  our  Administration  asked  of  Great  Britain  as  a 
gratuity  to  repeal  her  Orders  in  Council,  that  she 
would  do  so?  History,  said  he,  gives  a  negative 
to  such  a  supposition.  You  must  show  a  meas- 
ure to  affect  their  interest  before  you  ask  them  to 
repeal  measures  injurious  to  you.  I  regret — most 
sincerely  regret*— that  the  measure  which  passed 
this  House  at  the  commencement  of  the  session 
was  not  viewed  in  a  different  light.  If  any  meas- 
ure can  be  proposed  by  any  gentleman  which 
would  justify  a  hope  that  at  any  futore  period  the 
belligerents  of  Europe  will  be  disposed  to  relax 
their  restrictions,  I  snail  be  happy  to  hear  it.  No 
member  can  submit  to  the  present  situation  of 
things.  If  there  be  such  a  main  within  these  wails, 
be  is  not  an  American,  nor  worthy  the  name  of 
a  citizen ;  for  any  man  who  can  submit  to  the 
right  of  the  belligerents  to  circumscribe  our  nat- 
ural rights,  would,  if  it  was  his  interest,  yield  the 
righ  t  of  self-  government.  If  we  yield  up  our  right  * 
freely  to  navigate  the  ocean,  we  yield  op  onr 
independence.  It  is  a  part  of  our  independence 
to  have  a  free  commerce.  Commerce  is  shackled, 
and  cannot  be  free,  under  the  present  regulatioas 
of  Europe.  I  ask  whether  it  is  not  a  duty  which 
we  owe  to  God  and'  our  country  to  oppose  this 
state  of  things? 

Mr.  Root  said,  perhaps  he  had  as  ardeot  a 
desire  to  get  rid  of  anv  restraint  upon  commerce 
as  anv  member ;  but  he  was  unwilling  that  oar 
vessels  should  be  invited,  for  sooh  would  be  the 
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case  if  the  noo-intercourse  was  repealed,  Into  the 
ports  of  the  rapacious  mistreas  of  the  ocean.  Set 
oar  vessels  afloat,  said  he,  and  you  would  invite 
that  rapacious  Giovernment  to  seize  upon  an  im- 
mense property,  and  then,  according  to  custom, 
make  war  upon  vou.  I  wish,  however,  that  th« 
noDHoiercoutsc  should  be  repealed,  aad  soDMthtDg 
suiMiitiited  in  its  pke^  \  and  with  that  view,  1 
hare  prepared  aa  amendmeBt,  which  ptrhapa 
the  courteous  gentleman  from  ViimQia  will  not 
receire  as  his  own.  It  is  to  alter  tne  resolution 
so  as  10  read  "  shall  be  repealed  when  provision 
shall  have  been  made  by  law  to  defend  the  rights, 
&c.,  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Randolph  said,  his  object  was  not  to  waste 
any  more  words  on  this  subject,  but  he  rose  purely 
for  the  purpose  of  clearing  up  a  misapprehension. 
He  said  he  had  understood  a  member  from  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  Johnson)  to  express  his  regret  that 
this  House  should  have  its  time  consumed  to-day 
in  deciding  a  question  solemnly  decided  only  on 
Saturday,  viz :  Shall  the  non-intercourse  laws 
be  now  repealed  ?  If,  said  Mr.  R^  I  had  so  under- 
stood the  decision  of  the  House,  on  Saturdav,  I 
should  not  have  offered  that  motion.  But  what 
in  fact  is  to  be  gathered  from  the  acts  of  the  two 
Houses  on  this  bill  ?  A  bill  goes  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  which  repeals  the  laws  pro- 
hibiting commercial  intercourse  between  us  and 
the  belligerents;  it  contains  also  a  system  relat- 
ing to  American  navigation.  The  other  House 
striice  out  the  navigation  system  and  send  it  back, 
aod  it  surely  cannot  be  fair  to  infer  that  that 
clause  of  the  bill  to  which  neither  House  took 
exception  contains  a  proposition  which  the  other 
House  has  settled  in  the  negative.  Is  it  not  a 
fair  inference  that,  neither  House  having  ob- 
jected to  it,  both  were  of  opinion  that  these  laws 
ought  to  be  repealed  ?  If  this  House  had  been 
of  opinion  that  these  acts  ought  not  to  have  been 
repealed,  they  would  have  stricken  out  the  clause 
^hen  the  bill  was  before  them;  either  House 
voald  have  done  the  same  ;  but  neither  having 
done  it, the  inference  is,  that.no  exception  ought 
to  be  taken,  on  this  erouod,  to  a  motion  for  an 
immediate  repeal.  My  first  act  on  coming  here, 
as  soon  as  the  forms  of  the  House  would  have 
permitted  it,  would  have  been  to  lay  upon  the 
table  a  resolution  for  repealing  that  system.  A 
bill,  however,  having  for  its  oDJect  the  repeal  of 
the  non-intercourse  system,  was  then  pending 
between  the  two  Houses.  It  is  lost,  and  I  again 
present  the  question  to  this  House.  I  present  it 
because  I  deem  it  my  duty  so  to  do.  When  1 
return  home,  if  I  be  asked  why  this  system,  which 
stands  branded  with  infamy  on  the  Treasury 
books,  which  no  man  has  the  hardihood  to  advo- 
cate, is  suffered  to  continue,  if  I  had,  like  other 
men,  sat  sluggishly  in  my  seat,  and  silently  sub- 
mitting to  it,  I  should  consider  myself  responsi- 
ble for  the  mischief  or  disgrace  resulting  from  a 
continuance  of  it.  The  moment  the  fate  of  the 
bill  which  has  been  lost  was  determined,  I  re- 
lieved myself  from  any  part  of  the  odium  of  con- 
tinuing the  system  which  might  have  attached 
to  me.    Gentlemen,  on  the  contrary,  are  anxious 


that  this  glorious  system  should  continue  for 
three  weeks;  that  we  should  adjourn  and  let  it 
die.  Well,  sir ;  great  is  the  Diana  of  the  Ephe- 
sians !  The  House  has  it  in  its  power  to  do  as 
it  pleases.  If  the  systeiti  be  prolonged,  my  anx- 
iety is,  that  it  shall  be  no  conduct  of  mine,  pass- 
ive or  active,  and  I  hope  to  have  a  direct  vote 
on  the  question.  The  House  can  as  well  act  on 
the  subject  in  one  day  as  in  seven  years.  There 
is  nothing  (2e  novo ;  every  man's  mind  is  long 
ago  made  up  iipon  it.  If  gentlemen  see  some- 
thing so  charming  in  this  system  that  they  will 
not  give  it  up  till  death  do  them  part,  so  be  it. 
With  respect  to  all  the  rest,  as  to  the  amendment 

froposed,  for  bolstering  up  our  independence,  &«. 
have  not  a  word  to  utter.  I  really  could  wish 
that  less  was  said  in  this  House  about  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States.  I  do  not  think  it 
creditable  to  us.  It  looks  as  if  we  had  not  an 
assurance  of  our  independence — as  if  we  doubted 
or  were  afraid  of  some  flaw  in  our  title ;  and  I 
should  be  sorry  to  see  that  spirit  which  dictated 
it  invoked,  not  for  the  purpose  for  which  alone 
it  should  be  called  up,  but  to  answer  the  ordinary 
occasions  of  political  life.  A  great  deal  has  been 
said,  sir,  about  the  spirit  of  seventy-six.  What 
is  it?  A  spirit  whicn  calls  upon  the  nation  to 
guard  against  abuse  in  Government — a  spirit 
which  resisted  the  unconstitutional  and  arbitrary 
measures  of  the  Government  of  that  day,  a  spirit 
which  darts  its  penetrating  eye  always  into 
abuses  of  Government  at  home.  It  is  the  genius 
of  investigation — the  spirit  of  resistance— it  has 
nothing  to  do  with  foreign  prejudices  and  par- 
tialties.  The  very  moment  the  Treaty  of  '83  was 
signed,  the  spirit  of  the  American  Revolution 
became,  as  to  foreign  nations,  neutralized.  We 
took  our  rank  amonff  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
and  stood  upon  equal  ground  with  any  of  them. 
I  am  sorry,  sir,  to  be  hurried  into  these  observa- 
tions ;  but  I  do  think  that  the  public  mind  ought 
not  to  be  artfully  led  away,  under  a  cry  of  the 
spirit  of '76,  from  objects  to  which  that  spirit  would 
direct  us — the  union  of  military  and  civil  offices 
in  a  sinffle  individual — a  tyrannical  Governor 
Gage  at  Boston,  rendering  tne  military  superior 
to  the  civil  power,  and  protecting  them  by  mock 
trial  from  punishment ;  arbitrary  and  oppressive 
laws,  cutting  off  our  trade  to  all  parts  of  the 
world — a  Legislature  turning  a  deal  ear  to  peti- 
tioning citizens.  These,  sir,  ^are  the  objects 
to  which  the  spirit  of  '76,  and  of  the  Revo- 
lution, naturally  guide  us.  The  moment  ypu 
invoke  it  to  support  your  independence  against 
Great  Britain  or  any  foreign  Power,  you  do  by  a 
sort  of  ex  post  facto  act  bastardize  your  own  pedt*' 
gree — you  seem  willing  to  concede  that  we  are 
not  an  independent  people.  The  spirit  of  the 
Revolution  is  invoked  to  induce  you  to  resist^— 
what?  Great  Britain.  Sir,  it  is  not  a  spirit  of 
opposition  to  foreign  nations,  but  a  spirit  of  re* 
siatasce  to  corruptioa  and  tyranny  at  home.  We 
want  no  Revolutionary  spirit  to  rouse  us  to  assert 
and  defend  our  right  to  a  place  ameng  the  i»- 
tionsof  the  earth,  but  to  induce  us  to  sift  carefully 
I  and  pertioftciously  every  abuse  of  the  Gt)reni- 
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ment  at  home.  It  is  not  worth  while  in  a  foreiffn 
contest  to  be  repeatine  our  Declaration  of  IncTe- 
peadence.  It  is  a  black  catalogue  oP  crimes 
which  never  were  nor  never  can  be  committed  by 
a  foreign  Govercment  upon  an  independent  State, 
but  by  a  Government  upon  its  own  people,  and 
aprainst  these  we  ought  to  guard.  Against  for- 
eign aggression  we  want  nothing  more  to  suf>- 
port  our  rights  than  the  spirit  of  ordinary  men. 

Mr.  Johnson  repeated  his  former  remarks  that 
the  House  did  vote  upon  a  solemn  argument  that 
they  would  not  repeal  the  non-intercourse,  with* 
out  a  substitute,  and  was  again  presented  with  a 
proposition  to  repeat  the  non-intercourse  without 
allowing  him  even  the  consolation  of  voting  at 
the  same  time  for  the  exclusion  of  British  and 
French  armed  vessels  from  the  use  of  our  waters, 
which  provision  perhaps  would  have  passed  by 
an  unanimous  vote  of  the  House*  Sir,  said  he,  we 
were  told  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  when 
our  Treasury  was  full,  that  we  had  our  choice 
either  to  oppose  the  British  orders  and  French 
decrees,  or  to  reduce  the  expenditure  of  our  Gov- 

Sent.  If  at  a  time  when  we  misht  have  taken 
is  humble  part,  which  was  submitted  to  our 
choice,  we  would  not  relinquish  our  opposition 
to-  the  edicts  of  the  belligerents,  I  ask  whether 
we  shall  do  it  now  ?  The  independence  of  my 
country  is  as  sacred  to  me  this  day  as  when  the 
embargo  was  laid.  I  voted  then  against  taking 
this  humble  part,  and  will  at  this  day.  It  is  a 
libel  on  the  people  of  the  United  Stales  to  say 
that  they  will  not  resist  the  decrees  of  foreign  na- 
tions. They  have  to  this  day  had  confidence  in 
you,  and  now  are  in  suspense  whether  they  shall 
continue  it  or  not.  We  are  no*^  called  upon  to 
record  another  argument  in  support  of  these, 
urged  by  those  who  say  that  a  Republican  Gov- 
ernment cannot  long  exist.  Sir.  I  will  not  agree 
to  register  a  resolve  which  shall  speak  that  lan- 
guage. 

Mr.  J.  was  proceeding  when  he  was  requested 
to  give  way  for  a  motion  to  adjourn,  which  was 
carried. 


Tuesday,  April  3. 

Mf.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Anthony  Buck;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Friday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled,  *^  An 
act  to  amend  the  laws  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia ;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

GENERAL  WILKINSON. 
Mr.  Pearson  called  for  the  consideration  of 
the  following  resolution,  offered  by  him  on  a  for- 
mer day : 

^^Ruohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  conduct  of  Brigadier  General  Jamee 
Wilkinson,  in  relation  to  his  having  at  any  time  whilst 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  corruptly  received 
money  from  the  Crovemment  of  Spain  or  its  agents,  or 


in  relation  to  his  having,  daring  the  time  aforeatid, 
been  an  accomplice  or  in  any  way  concerned  with  the 
agents  of  any  foreig^n  Power  or  with  Aaron  Borr  in  s 
proiect  againat  the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Spain  or 
to  dismember  these  United  States.  That  the  said  com- 
mittee  inquire  generally  into  the  conduct  of  the  said 
James  Wilkinson,  as  Brigadier  General  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States — ^and  that  the  saideommittee  hxn 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  compel  their 
attendance  and  prodoetion,  and  thatthey  lepott  the  rs- 
rfolt  to  this  Houae." 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  resolntioo, 
84  ro  16. 

Mr.  Love  called  for  a  division  of  the  qaestion, 
so  as  to  take  it  separately  on  the  two  branches  of 
the  resolution.  Though  he  should  vote  against 
the  whole,  he  said  he  should  like  to  hear  any  ar- 
guments by  which  the  House  could  be  justified 
in  making  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  General 
Wilkinson  in  relation  to  the  Army. 

Mr.  Pearson  said  it  was  immaterial  to  him 
how  the  resolution  was  dissected.  His  object,  be 
said,  was  a  fair  investigation  into  the  .conduct  of 
this  man,  who  held  so  high  a  station  under  the 
Government  of  the  country.  As  to  the  inquiry 
had  on  the  first  part  of  this  resolution,  he  conMd- 
ered  it  a  mere  nothing.  Since  that  time,  too,  far- 
ther light  had  been  thrown  on  the  subject.  As 
to  the  other  part  of  the  resolution,  which  had 
been  objected  to  on  the  ground  thai  the  House 
had  not  the  power  to  make  the  inquiry,  Mr  P. 
said  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  competent  to 
the  House  to  make  the  inquiry,  if  it  was  not  made 
by  any  other  authority.  Perhaps  the  best  answer 
to  the  remark  would  be  the  question :  If  they 
had  not  power  to  inquire  into  the  condoct  of  a 
General,  had  they  the  power  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  the  Army  and  to  the  causes  which  had 
produced  mortality  in  it  ?  As  far  as  he  should 
be  concerned  in  the  business,  in  any  way,  Mr.  P. 
said  he  should  endeavor  to  act  without  prejudice 
to  the  officer. 

Mr.  duiNCT  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  gen- 
tleman's calling  for  a  division  of  the  question, 
when  he  had  expressed  his  intention  to  vote 
against  the  whole. 

Mr.  Love  said  it  was  quite  sufficient  for  him  if 
he  could  satisfy  himself  and  the  House  of  the 
propriety  of  his  conduct  without  satisfying  the 

?[entleman  from  Massachusetts.  He  had  called 
or  a  division  of  the  question,  because  on  the  first 
point  an  inquiry  had  already  been  made  by  the 
most  proper  authority.  The  second  part  of  the 
resolution  went  to  invade  the  province  of  the  Ex* 
ecutive,  who  was  responsible  for  continuing  in 
office  an  officer  guilty  of  the  impropriety  alleged. 
Gentlemen  might  vote  for  either  memoer  of  the 
resolution  and  yet  not  for  the  whole. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said  that  this  was  an  inquiry  which 
the  nation  expected,  and  indeed  had  long  demand- 
ed at  their  hands,  I  know  it  has  been  said  (ob- 
served Mr.  P.)  that  we  have  no  right  to  inquire 
into  the  conduct  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Army  of  4he  United  States.  I  have  reflected 
on  the  subject  considerably,  and  have  made  up 
my  miad  that  this  House,  as  the  grand  inquest 
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of  the  nation,  have  a  tight  to  make  this  inquiry. 
I  might  ask  gentlemen  to  reflect  what  has  been 
done  by  legislative  bodies  in  other  countries. 
What  was  done  by  the  House  of  Commons  in 
England  in  relation  to  the  Duke  of  York,  who 
was  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  second  son  of 
the  Monarch  ?  An  inquiry  had  been  had  into  his 
conduct  as  Commander-in-Chief,  for  speculating 
in  commissions.  His  whole  conauct  was  partic- 
ularly inquired  into,  and  they  went  so  far  as  to 
scrutinize  not  only  nis  public  conduct,  but,  con- 
nected with  it,  his  private  conduct  also.  Sup- 
pose the  Duke  of  York  had  been  charged  with 
Deio|  a  traitor  to  his  country  and  receiving  a 
pension  from  a  foreign  Government  ?  If  they, 
a  legislative  body,  could  brin^^  before  them  the 
son  of  a  King  to  answer  for  his  conduct,  shall  it 
be  said  that  we  cannot  inquire  into  the  conduct 
of  the  Commander-in-Chief?  Suppose  General 
Wilkinson  had  been  accused  of  squandering  the 
monej  of  the  country — and  I  believe  it  is  a  fact 
that  he  has  received  and  yet  holds  money  of  the 
United  States  to  the  amount  often  olr  twelve  thou- 
sand dollars — should  we  not  have  a  right  to  in- 
quire into  his  conduct  7  I  believe  our  power  is 
as  extensive  as  that  of  the  British  House  of 
Commons,  and  the  King  of  England  dared  not 
object  to  having  his  son  called  before  them  to 
answer  for  his  conduct.  I  hope  never  to  hear 
it  said  on  this  floor,  when  the  commander  of  an 
army  is  accused  of  being  a  foreign  pensioner,  that 
this  House  has  not  tUte  power  to  make  an  inquiry 
into  facts.  I  hope  we  shall  not  establish  a  pre- 
cedent in  this  country,  which  shall  leave  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  less  power  and  inde- 

Sindence  than  the  House  of  Commons  has  in 
reat  Britain.  If  we  have  not  the  absolute  power 
of  removing  the  Commander-in-Chief,  we  have 
a  right  to  request  the  President  of  the  United 
States  that  he  would  at  once  exercise  the  Con- 
stitutional power  of  removing  him ;  and,  if  he 
does  not  remove  him,  we  have  the  power  to  say 
that  there  shall  be  no  longer  an  army  with  a  com- 
mander at  its  head.  If  the  Executive  did  not  do 
its  duty  in  removing  the  officer,  we  should  in  such 
case  do  ours  by  abolishing  the  oflice. 

If  we  refuse  making  this  inquiry,  sir,  it  will  be 
a  severe  blow  at  the  power  of  this  House.  I  call 
the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  what  has  been  done 
heretofore  by  the  House  on  this  subject.  No  in- 
qairy^  has  been  instituted  by  the  House ;  an  in- 
quiry was  instituted  to  be  sure,  the  result  of  which 
is  known.  It  will  be  recollected  that  bv  a  special 
resolution  of  the  House,  a  gentleman,  then  a  del- 
Wt  from  the  Territory  of  Orleans  (Mr.  Daniel 
yltrke)  was  called  upon  to  state  his  knowledge 
in  relation  to  General  Wilkinson's  former  con- 
nexion with  the  Spanish  Government.  He  did 
make  a  statement,  which  was  sent  by  this  House 
to  the  Executive,  but  never  laid  before  the  court 
of  inquiry  as  a  court  of  inquiry ;  it  could  not  be, 
because  it  was  not  taken  according  to  the  rules 
of  eYidence  prescribed  in  such  cases.  Mr.  Clarke 
was  summoned  before  the  court  of  inquiry,  but 
did  not  think  proper  to  attend.  It  is  well  known 
uso  that  certain  other  papers  were  submitted  to 
llthCoN.2dS£9S.— 55     ^ 


the  House  by  Mr.  Clarke,  which  were  read  and 
printed,  and  are  now  in  possession  of  the  House; 
and,  as  they  are  before  us,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  call  the  recollection  of  gentlemen  to  them.  If 
the  House  went  so  far  as  to  call  upon  any  person 
for  information  on  the  subject,  it  was  a  partial 
inquiry.  If  we  have  not  the  power  to  inquire  by 
a  select  committee,  we  have  no  power  to  inquire 
at  all;  and  yet  we  have  inquired  partially  into 
the  subject.  [Mr.  P.  read  some  of  the  documents 
heretofore  submitted  to  Congress,  making  a  few 
comments  on  them.1 

These  papers,  said  he,  are  before  the  House  and 
the  nation — and  I  would  ask  whether,  when  we 
have  this  evidence  staring  us  in  the  face,  (which 
if  true,  makes  Wilkinson  a  Spanish  pensioner,) 
they  will  say  we  have  no  risht  to  make  the  In- 
quiry ?  Sir,  it  is  due  to  the  character  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  our  Army,  as  well  as  to  our- 
selves, that  the  inquiry  should  be  made.  If  Dan- 
iel Clarke  is  perjured  and  has  told  an  untruth,  let 
it  be  known  to  the  world  that  what  he  has  said  is 
not  true.  Mr.  Clarke  was  in  a  situation  in  which 
he  could  have  known  the  fact,  if  it  was  true.  If 
the  facts  stated  by  Mr.  Clarke  are  true.  General 
Wilkinson  ought  not  to  hold  his  commission  an 
instant.  And  if  the  President  was  satisfied  of  the 
facts,  and  did  not  remove  him,  I  would  impeach 
him.  If  he  was  satisfied  that  an  officer  in  the 
Army  was  a  Spanish  pensioner,  and  did  not  re- 
move him,  he  ought  be  impeacned ;  and  in  this 
opinion  every  one  would  join.  The  man  who 
would  suffer  the  President  unnoticed  to  do  so,  is 
unworthy  a  seat  in  this  House. 

I  have  not  been  inattentive  to  the  course  of 
proceedings  in  this  case  since  I  have  had  a  seat 
on  this  floor.  So  far  ns  I  have  had  access  to 
papers,  I  have  examined  them  with  some  atten- 
tion. It  would  be  scarcely  possible  for  me  to  hold 
a  seat  on  this  floor,  under  the  idea  that  Congress 
could  not  inquire  into  this  subject.    Is  this  in- 

2uiry  to  be  instituted  from  suspicion  merely? 
^oes  it  originate  in  personal  enmity?  I  hope 
not.  I  have  no  acquamtance  with  the  Comman- 
der-in-Chief; but  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  remain 
on  this  floor  and  shot  my  eyes  to  the  facts  pre- 
sented to  this  House  and  to  the  nation  respecting 
him.  And,  sir,  shall  we  remain  quiet  and  uncon- 
cerned, when  many  men  do  not  hesitate  to  believe 
that  tbW  man  has  been  a  Spanish  pensioner  for 
many  years,  and  he  is  still  suffered  to  be  Com- 
mander of  our  Army  ?  Ousht  he  not  to  have  an 
opportunity  to  wipe  away  tnese  stains  and  these 
suspicions  7  This  object  cannot  be  accomplished 
by  a  court  of  iuquiry  composed  of  officers  who 
are  under  his  control.  It  will  be  no  inquiry  un- 
less instituted  by  this  House  and  probed  to  the 
bottom.  I  do  hope  therefore  that  those  gentle- 
men who  are  opposed  to  this  inquiry  (for  some  it 
seems  there  are)  will  state  their  reasons.  The 
Commander  of  your  Army  ought  to  be,  like  Cte- 
sar's  wife,  not  only  pure,  but  unsuspected. 

This,  sir,  is  not  the  business  of  a  day.  Not 
only  have  facts  been  stated  to  this  House,  but 
they  have  ^ooe  abroad  amongst  the  people,  and 
their  suspicions,  like  those  of  Wasbinoton  in  hia 
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day,  are  ^  wide  awake."  Even  one  of  bis  own 
officers  has  stigmatized  him  as  a  traitor,  liar,  and 
scoundrel,  and,  when  summoned  to  answer  for 
his  conduct,  undertook  to  prove  it  before  the  court. 
He  was  sentenced  to  be  suspended  for  one  year 
and  to  lose  his  pay  for  that  time,  and  it  was  re- 
commended by  the  court  which  sentenced  him, 
that  his  punishment  should  be  mitigated  !  What 
can  be  the  situation  of  an  army  in  which  such 
allegations  against  the  Commander-in-Chief  are 
80  slightly  punished  ?  The  officer  ought  to  have 
been  cashiered  if  he  had  said  that  which  was  not 
true.  If  the  Commander-in-Chief  be  suffered  to 
remain  in  office  when  treated  thus,  vour  Army 
will  not  be  worth  a  straw.  What  will  the  nation 
and  the  world  think  of  it  ?  We  ought  not  to  shut 
our  eves  any  longer  on  the  subject ;  we  cannot. 
We  snail  be  guilty  of  a  neglect  of  duty  if  we  do. 
It  is  a  duty  we  owe  to  the  people  that  the  inquiry 
should  be  instituted,  that,  if  true,  his  guilt  may 
be  proclaimed — if  false,  that  he  may  be  reinstated 
in  the  confidence  of  the  people.  It  is  equally  due 
to  him  as  to  the  people  that  we  should  pass  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  Rhea  said,  as  he  bad  voted  against  consid- 
ering the  resolution,  and  meant  eventually  to  vote 
against  its  passage,  he  would  state  the  reasons 
why  he  did  so.  As  to  the  Duke  of  York  and 
his  mistresses.  Mr.  R.  remarked,  we  have  nothing 
to  do  with  tnem.  We  have  a  Constitution  in 
writing,  by  which  we  are  to  be  guided.  Th^ 
proposition  is  true,  that  if  the  President  thinks 
General  Wilkinson  a  Spanish  pensioner,  and  does 
not  remove  him,  he  ought  to  be  impeached.  But 
it  unfortunatelv  happens  that  it  i^  a  hypothetical 
proposition.  If  the  moon  were  to  come  in  con- 
tact with  the  earth,  we  should  have  a  dreadful 
crash  indeed ;  but  all  depends  on  if,  I  was  wit- 
ness long  ago  to  a  discussion  on  this  subject  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  I  was  then  against 
doing  anything  in  it,  and  was  for  leaving  it  to  that 
tribunal  in  which  the  Constitution  has  placed  it. 
There  can  be  no  object  for  which  we  can  make 
the  inquiry,  unless  for  impeachment.  If  not  to 
that  end,  we  are  spending  time  improperly.  It 
is  as  to  us,  unless  impeachment  be  in  view,  coram 
nonjudice.  Impeachment  is  confined  to  civil 
officers;  there  is  no  power  given  to 'Congress 
to  impeach  a  military  officer.  Until  it  be  made 
appear  that  we  have  the  power  to  impeach  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  I  must  continue  to  vote 
against  the  inquiry  in  every  branch  of  it. 

The  President  will  not  be  obliged  to  pay  any 
sort  of  attention  to  what  we  may  do  in  the  case, 
because  we  are  stepping  out  of  our  Constitutional 
powers  and  taking  up  business  with  which  we 
nave  nothing  to  do.  A  court  of  inquiry  cannot 
admit  testimony  not  legally  taken — and  do  we 
not  know  that  when  Daniel  Clarke  was  called 
before  the  court  of  inquiry,  he  refused  to  appear 
before  that  tribunal  1  There  was  an  opportunity 
offered  to  his  accusers,  a  Constitutional  legal 
court,  and  they  refused  to  appear.  I  shall  there- 
fore vote  against  any  at  jiarto  investigations  by 
this  House. 

Mr.  Holland  said  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  i 


House  could,  in  the  exercise  of  its  Constitutiontl 
functions,  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  xhi 
its  orders  would  be  obligatory.  6ut,  if  the  Hoase 
had  not  cognizance  of  the  conduct  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, of  what  avail  would  be  the  or- 
ders of  the  committee  in  relation  to  him  ?  Per- 
sons so  disposed  would  pay  no  kind  of  respect  to 
the  orders  of  the  Hous^,  because  the  House  has 
no  power  to  proceed  to  ivj  the  issue  on  the  cue. 
It  is  not  pretended,  sir,  (said  Mr.  H.)  that  we  can 
impeach  this  officer.  But  it  has  been  said  tbtt 
this  power  of  inquiry  has  been  exercised  by  tbe 
House  of  Commons  in  many  cases.  Has  this 
House  ever  attempted  to  imp^eh  a  military  offi- 
cer ?  No,  I  am  told ;  but  it  is  very  common  Id 
England  !  Sir,  when  the  eentleman  attemputo 
show  from  precedent  in  other  countries  that  we 
have  power,  let  him  look  at  the  Constitutioo. 
which  points  out  a  different  course  for  our  con- 
duct. The  officers  of  the  Army  are  to  be  tried 
for  misconduct  by  the  rules  and  articles  of  war; 
and  it  will  be  recollected  that  the  President  has 

Proceeded  in  the  inquiry^  and  that  officers  bare 
een  appointed  to  hold  it.  It  is  said  howem, 
that  it  was  a  mere  mock  trial.  If  gentlemen  hare 
no  confidence  in  the  constituted  authorities,  it  is 
no  reason  why  they  should  violate  the  Constito- 
tion  bv  investigating  a  subject  exclusively  com- 
mittea  to  others.  The  inquiry  was  constitotioQ- 
ally  made.  It  was  said,  I  recollect,  that  a  court 
martial  had  not  power  to  compel  the  attendaoce 
of  any  other  than  military  men.  It  was  proposed 
to  remedy  this  defect,  and  make  the  law  as  broad 
as  possible,  so  that  this  military  court  should  have 
power  to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses. 
Gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  inquiry  (strange  to 
tell !)  oppose  the  bill.  Whose  fault  then  is  it  that 
a  full  inquiry  was  not  made  ?  As  to  the  papers 
which  have  been  read,  they  were  equally  as  well 
known  to  Washington  and  Adams,  as  they  are 
to  us ;  and  if  blame  could  attach  because  General 
Wilkinson  has  not  been  removed,  thevare  equalif 
implicated  in  it.  It  is  sufficient  for  tnis  House  to 
exercise  its  own  Constitutional  powers.  The  mo- 
ment we  step  over  them,  we  run  into  error.  It 
is  unfortunate  that  a  disposition  has  been  exhib- 
ited so  often  to  step  out  of  our  powers.  How  csq 
we  try  General  Wilkinson  if  we  cannot  punisb 
him? 

Mr.  McEiH  said,  he  had  voted  against  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution,  and  should  finally 
vote  asainst  it,  under  the  impression  that  all 
the  information  which  this  House  had  received 
had  been  in  the  possession  of  General  Wash* 
iNGTON,  Coneress,  and  the  Heads  of  Departi 
ments,  several  years  ago ;  that  many  sessions  oi 
Congress  had  since  taken  place,  in  the  course 
of  which  it  had  not  been  taken  up  or  investigated. 
He  had  been,  therefore,  under  the  impressio^ 
that  Congress  had  not  supposed  the  informaiioi 
to  be  of  that  kind  which  would  warrant  them  14 
spending  their  time  in  considering  the  subjeeCj 
M.  M.  said,  he  would  be  glad  to  know  from  iM 
honorable  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  oi 
any  other,  whether  any  recent  informatioa  hai 
been  received,  anything  which  was  not  alreadf 
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knovo  to  Coomss.  If  there  was,  he  said,  there 
was  DO  man  woo  would  more  readily  than  him- 
self go  into  the  inquiry.  This  was  a  moment  of  too 
much  importance  for  them  to  spend  their  time  in 

-    fraitless  ioqairy, and  that  too  without  proper  testi- 
mony.   Unless  some  recent  evidence  had  ap- 

^    peared,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  should  continue  to  vote 
a^'flst  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Smilie  remarked  that  he  certainly  might 
honestly  say  that  he  entertained  no  prejudice  for 
or  against  General  Wilkinson ;  but  the  first  ques- 
tion to  decide  was,  whether  what  was  now  pro- 
posed to  be  inquired  into  came  properly  within 

'  the  scope  of  the  powers  vested  in  the  House.  I 
was  surprised  very  much  indeed,  said  Mr.  S.,  to 
hear  a  gentleman  so  well  informed  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut  f Mr.  Pitkin)  quote  to  us 
the  condact  of  the  British  House  of  Commons  in  a 
somewhat  analogous  case.  Surelj,  sir,  that  gen- 
tJemao  knows  that  the  powers  of*^  the  House  of 
Commonsand  this  House  are  very  different  indeed. 
What  is  the  situation  of  the  House  of  Commons  ? 
If  we  look  back  as  far  only  as  the  reign  of  the  Tu- 
dors.  we  shall  find  the  House  of  Commons  scarcely 
to  possess  any  power  but  that  of  granting  money 
to  the  Crown.  Until  the  reign  of  James  L,  the 
Hoase  of  Commons  were  in  this  feeble  state. 
They  then  saw  the  danger  the  public  liberty  was 
io.  and  found  it  necessary  to  assume  powers 
vbicb  they  had  never  claimed  before.  They 
made  claim  after  claim,  and  extorted  power  from 
tile  Crown,  till  the  contest  for  power  ended  in  a 
ciTil  war,  the  Crown  contending  to  preserve  its 
prerogative,  and  the  Commons  to  extend  their 

Swers  and  privileges.    The  truth  is,  tbat  the 
oose  of  Commons  have    extorted  from  the 
Crown  the  ^reat  powers  which  they  now  possess. 
They  exercise  sucti  powers  as  they  have  acquired. 
Bat  it  will  be  remembered  that  the  House  of 
Commons  is  a  Legislature  possessing  unlimited 
powers — powers  over  the  constitution  itself.    Is 
that  the  case  with  this  House  ?    What  are  our 
powers  ?    They  are  just  such  as  the  Constitution 
^as  conferred  upon  us,  and  no  others.   This  is  not 
the  day  to  dispute  whether  the  Constitution  has 
rested  in  this  House  all  powers  necessary  for 
the  advantage  and  benefit  of  the  community. 
This  is  neither  the  time  nor  place  to  decide  that 
question.    We  are  to  walk  within  the  powers  of 
tbe  Constitution,  and  exercise  no  powers  not 
vested  by  it.     Let  us  look  for  our  powers;  for 
we  are  not  to  assume  powers  by  construction. 
[Mr.  StfiLiB  qaoted  the  Constitution  for  the  enu- 
meration of  the  powers  delegated.]    These  pow- 
ers, said  he,  we  have  a  right  to  exercise ;  we  nave 
not  a  right  to  exercise  any  other.    Now,  sir,  will 
^7  gentleman  show  me,  amongst  these  powers, 
uy  such  power  as  that  nowproposed  to  be  exer- 
cised? It  cannot  be  done.    This  then  is  a  power 
Dot  vested  in  us ;  it  is  vested  in  another  depart- 
ment of  the  Gh>vernment. 

As  to  all  the  papers  which  have  been  read,  sir, 
We  have  heard  them  long  ago;  but  I  must  con- 
fess it  would  require  better  testimony  than  that 
of  Daniel  Clarke  to  induce  me  to  consent  to 
convict  any  man.    He  was  here  upon  the  spot ; 


Qeneral  Wilkinson  was  here  ;  a  court  of  inquiry 
was  appointed  ;  Mr.  Clarke  shrunk  from  tbe  in- 
quiry. And  as  all  these  charjges  were  exhibited 
to  Qeneral  WashingtoIi  asamst  Wilkinson,  al- 
though I  voted  to  consider  tne  resolution,  I  shall 
vote  against  it.  I  am  compelled  to  do  so  when  I 
reflect  on  the  oath  I  have  taken. 

Mr.  Taylor  said,  he  could  not  commence  his 
observations  on  this  subject  with  the  expression 
of  the  same  sentiment  as  had  fallen  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania.  I  will  not  say  ([ob- 
serve he)  that  I  have  a  prejudice  on  the  subject, 
but  I  have  formed  a  judgment,  founded  upon  cir- 
cumstances which  nave  passed  before  me,  and 
upon  testimony  which  has  come  to  my  knowledge 
in  and  out  of  the  House,  most  unfavorable  to  the 
character  whose  conduct  it  is  proposed  to  inquire 
into.  And,  if  the  vote  which  I  shall  give  on  this 
subject  did  not  in  some  measure  seem  to  conflict 
with  this  sound  impression,  I  should  not  trouble 
the  House  with  any  observations  on  this  subject. 

I  believe,  sir,  that  the  soundest  and  best  mode 
by  which  we  could  come  to  a  correct  conclusion 
on  this  subject  would  be  neither  to  take  books 
published^  or  affidavit,  or  newspaper  publication, 
or  say  so,  of  that  man  or  the  other.  It  is  our  duty 
to  inquire  into  the  principle  we  adopt,  if  we  pa^s 
the  resolution.  It  is  true  tbat  in  Great  Britain 
the  House  of  Commons  do  take  upon  themselves 
to  make  such  inquiries ;  but  it  is  a  course  which 
I  hope  never  will  be  adopted  by  the  Government 
of  this  country— it  is  there  adopted  under  the 
maxim  that  the  King  can  do  no  wrong.  The 
Executive,  this  House,  the  Senate,  each  has  its 
appropriate  orbit,  and  a  high  responsibility  to  the 
nation  ;  and  it  is  improper  that  this  House  should 
step  in  and  assume  the  responsibility  which  the 
President  of  the  United  States  owes  to  this 
House  and  to  the  nation. 

I  have  heard  gentlemen  in  favor  or  this  resolu- 
tion asked  to  put  their  finger  on  the  letter  of  the 
Constitution  by  which  we  profess  to  act.  I  have 
not  heard  the  request  complied  with.  I  have  in- 
deed heard  from  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut, 
what  I  would  call  begging  the  question,  viz :  that 
out  of  this  resolution  an  impeachment  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  might  grow.  The 
object  we  profess  to  seek  into  is  an  inquiry  into 
the  conduct  of  Gen.  Wilkinson.  If  the  President 
of  the  United  States  has,  in  his  responsible  duty 
with  respect  to  this  officer,  kept  him  in  public 
employment,  when  it  would  be  infamy  to  coun- 
tenance him,  why  not  in  the  resolution  itself  de- 
clare your  object,  and  why  go  round  about  in 
this  indirect  mode  to  declare  an  object  which 
does  not  appear  on  the  face  of  it? 

Again,  it  has  been  said,  that  out  of  this  inquiry 
might  grow  laws  respecting  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment ;  because,  disliking  the  officer,  if  he  was 
not  removed,  we  might  put  down  the  office.  This 
again  is  stepping  in  between  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States  and  his  duty,  and  throwing 
ourselves  as  it  were  as  a  shield  between  him  and 
his  responsibility,  which  this  House  is  about  to 
deprive  him  of.  Who  ever  heard  that  upon  a 
law  on  a  general  subject  the  House  sent  from 
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one  end  of  the  contioent  to  another  for  proof  of  a 
particular  fact,  which  was  to  direct  them  in  the 
general  concern  ?  These  arguments  will  not  bear 
examination. 

1  will  say,  sir,  that  if  there  was  a  Constitu- 
tional power  in  this  House  of  i^ettinc^  rid  of  this 
officer,  I  for  one  would  most  willingly  get  rid  of 
him.  He  is  a  mill-stone  about  our  necks ;  but  I 
will  not  take  upon  myself  the  responsibility  for 
his  conduct.  I  know  where  the  responsibility 
rests.  The  nation  knows  where  it  rests,  ana 
this  surreptitious  mode  of  taking  measures  for 
which  we  are  not  responsible,  as  in  the  law 
about  which  we  talked  a  great  deal  yesterday — 
this  erecting  tne  House  into  a  caucus  for  doing 
the  best  we  can  for  the  country,  when  the  Con- 
stitutional organs  choose  to  be  silent  or  refuse 
to  do  their  duty,  is  a  dangerous  principle,  and 
goes  upon  the  maxim  that  the  Kin^  can  do  no 
wrong.  I  hold  the  President  responsible  for  con- 
tinuing this  man  In  office,  and  will  not  take  upon 
myself  his  responsibility 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Pitkin) 
has  quoted  the  British  Government.  I  can  quote 
another  instance  about  as  parallel  to  our  case  as 
that  which  he  has  quoted — I  allude  to  the  corps 
of  Janissaries  at  Cfonstantinople,  who,  by  leges 
Mcripta  Of  nonecriptce^  by  custom^  (which  it  seems 
18  to  regulate  all  our  proceedings.)  do  assume  to 
themselves  the  power  of  asking  tne  Grand  Seig- 
nior to  send  to  them  the  head  of  the  Grand  Vi- 
zier or  Pacha  who  is  hostile  to  them,  and  of  en- 
forcing their  demands.  I  will  not  take  such  prac- 
tice for  my  guide.  The  law  is  before  roe ;  I  have 
a  responsibility  from  which  I  cannot  shrink  and 
answer  to  my  constituents — and  I  wish  that 
other  departments  should  answer  to  the  nation 
for  their  responsibility  also.  On  this  ground  I 
am  decidedly  opposed  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  FiNOLET  said  he  had  been  astonished  to 
hear  the  honorable  member  from  Connecticut, 

JMr.  PiTtciN.)  whose  well  known  accuracy  he 
requently  admired,  take  the  proceedings  ot  the 
British  House  of  Commons  as  a  model,  and  their 
late  proceeding  with  respect  to  the  King's  son, 
the  Duke  of  York,  and  commander-in-chief  of 
the  ariny,  as  a  precedent  applicable  to  this  case. 
It  is  sufficient  to  say,  that  the  powers  of  the  House 
of  Commons  are  not  defined.  Judge  Blackstone 
says,  thev  cannot  or  ought  not  to  be  defined. 
This  undefined  power  is  necessary  to  enable  them 
to  withstand  the  encroachments  of  the  other  two 
hereditary  branches.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
powers  of  the  House  of  Commons  have  been 
Tery  different  at  different  times.  In  the  reign  of 
the  first  Stuarts,  they  claimed  the  right  of  ezam- 
ioing  grievances,  that  is  to  say,  of  being  the  grand 
inquest  of  the  nation,  and  of  withholding  public 
supplies  until  these  were  redressed.  This  was 
reujsed,  and  the  Parliament  frequently  dissolved, 
until  the  contest  between  the  Commons  and  the 
Crown  produced  a  civil  war,  which  for  several 
years  filled  the  three  Kingdoms  with  blood  and 
oppression.  After  the  restoration,  the  House  of 
Commons  renewed  their  claims,  and  persevered, 
till,  for  alongperiod|  Parliaments  were  set  aside  by 


the  last  Stuarts,  and  not  restored,  but  by  a  revo- 
lution, by  which  the  royal  prerogative  was  great- 
ly limited.  Since  then,  the  Commons  have  grad- 
ually extended  their  powers,  and  the  King  bar- 
ing called  upon  them  to  exert  their  power  ia 
support  of  the  prerogative,  in  commencing  and 
carrying  on  the  American  war,  they  have,  at  least 
since  that  period,  become  by  far  the  most  essen- 
tial part  ot  the  Government.  At  which  of  these 
periods  does  the  eentleman  apply  the  proceedings 
of  the  House  ot  Commons  as  a  model  for  this 
House  ? 

It  is  not  denied  that^  the  Constitution  has 
adopted  some  of  the  leading  features  of  the  Brit- 
ish form  of  government.*  Our  Executive  indeed 
has  very  little  of  those  features,  and  our  Senate, 
though  not  hereditary,  has  powers  not  possessed 
by  the  House  of  Peers ;  our  Senate  has  the  pow- 
er of  altering,  amending,  or  rejecting  monej 
bills,  and  of  appropriating  money ;  thenouse  of 
Peers  nas  only  the  power  of  rejecting.  This 
House,  like  the  House  of  Commons,  have  the 
power  of  submitting  articles  of  impeachment 
against  civil  officers;  but  the  House  of  Com- 
mons has  the  awful  power  of  originating  bills  of 
pains  and  penalties,  and  also  bills  of  attainder, 
which  go  to  life,  liberty,  and  property,  whicii 
happily  this  House  has  not.  The  House  of  Com- 
mons can  bind  the  nation  by  a  vote  of  credit  to 
an  unlimited  amount,  which  this  House  cannot 
do.  The  power  of  tne  House  of  Commons  ex- 
tends to  every  officer,  tax,  and  abuse  in  the  nation; 
the  power  of  this  House  does  not.  It  has  no 
power  over  the  State  governments,  revenues, 
laws,  or  abuses,  and  they  are  the  component  parts 
of  which  the  nation  is  composed.  Therefore, 
though  the  House  of  Commons  was  in*  a  proper 
sense  the  grand  inquest  of  that  nation— its  powect 
with  respect  to  subjects  of  its  inquiry  not  being 
limited  nor  defined — yet  this  House  can  in  no 
proper  sense  be  called*  the  grand  inquest  of  the 
nation,  its  powers  beinff  limited  to  specified  ob- 
jects, expressly  defined.  The  undefined  term, 
grand  inquest,  may  be  applied  to  anything  and  to 
everything. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Sbef- 
FEY,)  and  others,  as  they  can  find  no  such  power 
vested  in  the  House  by  the  Constitution,  have 
recourse  to  implication,  incidental  powers,  &c. 
In  answer  to  this,  Mr.  F.  said^  that  he  altogether 
denied  and  even  protested  against  the  doctrine 
of  constructive  or  implied  powers,  especially  ifl 
criminal  prosecutions.  When  this  method  pre- 
vailed in  England  no  man  was  safe,  tt  was  very 
convenient  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth  and 
other  tyrants,  when  to  this  doctrine  the  hlood  of 
that  nation  was  sacrificed,  and  it  never  could  be 
of  use  to,  or  defined  by,  any  but  tyrants. 

When  an  express  power  is  given,  all  the  subor- 
dinate powers  to  carry  it  into  effect  were  con- 
tained in  the  grant  of  the  power  itself;  the  pow- 
er to  levy  taxes  contained  the  power  of  appoint- 
ing officers  to  collect  them,  to  compel  the  officers 
to  pay  over  the  money,  to  punish  them  for  delin- 
quency, dtc.  These  naturally  arose  from,  or 
rather  were  component   parts  of^  the  general 
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power;  they  were  neither  incidental,  nor  result - 
fog  from  doubtful  implication.  To  this  House, 
and  every  public  body  and  court  of  justice,  the 
power  of  securing  themseWes  against  contempt 
was  incidental.  It  was  not  a  power  vested  by 
the  Constitution,  but  a  power  of  self-defence,  of 
which  every  man  by  the  law  of  bis  nature  was 
possessed,  and  consequently  ever^  public  body, 
bat  to  Congress  this  was  an  incidental  power, 
the  exercise  of  which  depended  on  incidental 
circamstances,  over  which  Congress  had  no  Con- 
stitutional control ;  none  of  these  applied  to  the 
question  before  the  House. 

The  House  is  invested  with  the  exclusive  pow- 
er of  bringing  articles  of  impeachment  against 
all  civil  officers  for  treason  or  other  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors.  For  this  purpose  only  is  this 
House  the  grand  inquest  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. The  Senate  are  the  judges  of  the  parties 
thus  impeached. 

Bat,  it  was  asked  if  Cono^ress  had  no  power  to 
call  before  their  bar,  or  the  oar  of  their  commit- 
tee, such  a  notorious  offender  as  this  officer  is 
represented  to  be.  Mr.  F.  said  they  had  no  such 
power.  They  could  compel  the  attendance  of 
their  own  members,  but  they  could  not  compel 
the  attendance  even  of  a  civil  officer  in  order  to 
impeachment.  Fur  this  purpose,  testimony  was 
taken  by  affidavit  in  the  absence  of  the  party 
respecting  whose  conduct  inquiry  was  made  by 
the  committee  of  the  House,  or  by  their  commis- 
sioners ;  the  party  accused  was  required  to  answer 
to  the  charges  before  the  Senate,  there  he  brought 
his  witnesses,  and  there  he  cross-examined  the 
witnesses  brought  against  him.  It  is  evident  from 
the  Constitution,  that  an  officer  of  the  Army  or 
Navy  is  not  impeachable.  The  resolution  before 
the  House  is  not  calculated  for  impeachment,  nor 
do  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  profess  it. 
What  then  is  its  object?  if  the  Commons  had 
found  the  Duke  of  York  guilty,  they  might  have 
brought  a  bill  of  attainder.  This  House  cannot 
do  so. 

The  Constitution  expressly  declares,  that  no 
resolution  or  vote  can  have  any  obligation  on  the 
citizens  until  it  is  concurred  in  bv  the  Senate  and 
approved  by  the  President.  Tnis  resolution  is 
not  calculated  nor  advocated  with  this  vieWj  nor 
with  a  view  to  impeachment.  What  then  is  its 
object?  Who  will  obey  it  when  it  is  passed? 
where  is  your  sheriff  or  constable  to  compel 
obedience  ?  And  under  what  law  will  your  pro- 
cess be  executed  ?  Will  this  House  assume  the 
whole  authority  of  Congress  ?  If  they  do  they 
can  with  propriety  plead  the  example  of  the 
House  of  Commons  about  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
ive  years  ago. 

The  Constitution  has  vested  Congress  with 
imple  powers  both  to  provide  for  the  trial  and 
punishment  of  the  officer  if  he  is  guilty.  Con- 
gress has  power,  and  it  is  its  duty,  to  prescribe 
rules  for  the  government  of  the  Army  and  Navy 
af  the  United  States.  If  the  existing  rules  are 
Dot  competent  to  bring  an  offender  to  justice,  it 
is  the  fault  of  Congress.  When  a  similar  reso- 
lution was  submitted  to  a  former  Congress,  it 


was,  as  it  ouffht  to  be,  referred  to  the  President, 
who  directed  a  court  of  inquiry  on  the  conduct 
of  the  officer  preparatory  to  a  court  martial,  if 
guilt  could  have  been  substantiated ;  but  testimo- 
ny could  not  be  found.  The  gentlemen  who  sta* 
ted  charges  to  the  House,  to  which  one  of  them 
took  his  oath,  absolutely  refused  to  appear'before 
the  court  of  inquiry  as  witnesses,  because  that 
court  had  no  power  to  compel  the  attendance  of 
witnesses.  A  bill  was  introduced  providing  for 
authorizing  both  courts  of  inquiry  and  courts 
martial  to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses* 
But  this  was  opposed  even  by  such  as  were  the 
accusers  of  the  officer,  and  lost,  to  his  great  re- 
gret, for  he  thought  such  a  power  absolutely  ne- 
cessary ;  he  likewise  thought  the  constitution  of 
the  court  of  inquiry  and  courts  martial  defective 
without  that  power. 

A  member  near  him  (Mr.  Lyon)  had  assigned 
as  a  reason  for  chancing  his  mind  on  that  sub- 
ject, that  the  court  ot  inquiry  only  whitewashed 
General  Wilkinson.  How  did  they  whitewash 
him  ?  When  no  testimony  could  be  procured  to 
prove  him  guilty,  they  acquitted  him.  Could 
they,  as  honest  men,  do  otherwise  ?  The  honor- 
able member  from  Maryland.  (Mr.  Key,)  though 
he  bad  treated  the  officer's  character  pretty  free* 
ly,  yet  candidly  stated,  that  the  c^urt  of  inquiry 
had  not  testimony,  and  that  they  could  not  act 
on  such  as  had  been  offered  to  the  House,  because 
of  the  informal  manner  in  which  it  had  beea 
taken.  The  charges  stated  at  that  time  related 
to  old  affairs,  that  had  been  inquired  into  both  bf 
President  Washington  and  President  Adams,  to 
their  own  satisfaction.  In  1793  or  1794.  General 
Wilkinson  sent  charges  against  General  Wayne 
to  the  War  Office,  accompanied  with  his  resigna* 
tion,  if  a  speedy  trial  was  not  directed.  Mr.  F. 
said  on  that  occasion  he  asked  the  Secretary  oi 
War  if  the  resignation  was  accepted.  He  an- 
swered that  it  was  not ;  that  the  President  had 
directed  him  to  write  to  the  Generals,  in  order  to 
reconcile  them  to  act  together  until  the  close  of 
that  Indian  war,  which  would  probablv  not  be 
lonfiT,  and  then  they  would  get  a  trial.  That 
trial,  however,  was  prevented  by  the  death  of 
General  Wayne  on  his  return  from  receiving  the 
forts  from  the  British.  On  this  occasion  the 
Army  was  reduced  to  a  brigadier's  command,  and 
General  Wilkinson  appointed  to  that  command. 
If  President  Washington  had  thought  proper, 
two  very  good  opportunities  offered  to  get  quit  or 
the  General  without  any  trial;  the  one  was 
when  he  sent  in  his  resignation,  the  other  was 
when  the  Army  was  reduced  ana  new  modelled* 
He  took  advantage  of  neither  of  these. 

Though  the  gentlemen  who  supported  the  res* 
olution  did  not  agree  with  him  in  believing  that 
we  had  no  authority  from  the  Constitution  to  act 
in  this  manner,  yet  they  must  all  agree  that  it  is 
extraordinary ;  that  there  is  no  precedent  for  it 
in  the  administration  of  our  own  Government; 
and  that  if  it  can  be  justified,  it  is  only  by  the 
necessity  of  the  case.  He  would  ask  wherein 
does  that  necessity  exist.  The  officer  in  quea- 
tion,  after  having  been  about  five  years  second  in 
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command;  has. been  about  thirteen  years  com- 
mander-in-chief, under  the  administration  of 
three  Presidents,  and  a  short  time  of  the  fourth ; 
but  was  last  Fall  superseded  in  that  command, 
and;  as  soon  as  his  successor  arrived,  actually  re- 
moved from  it,  and  is  now,  it  is  believed,  on  his 
way  to  this  place  to  undergo  an  examination. 
What,  therefore,  is  the  danger  at  present,  when 
he  is  in  no  trust  ?  If  there  is  pressing  danger 
now,  was  there  not  as  much  earlv  in  the  session, 
when  there  was  no  time  to  attend  to  it? 

But  there  are  other  and  more  recent  charges  of 
criminality.  His  conduct  at  New  Orleans  to 
Burr's  associates,  and  his  being  a  bankrupt  and  in 
debt,  have  been  much  dwelt  upon  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  Is  it  really  necessary  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  should  take  the  cognizance 
of  false  imprisonment,  and  of  bankruptcy,  and 
debt,  into  their  own  hands,  from  the  courts  of 
justice  ?  Are  our  courts  all  corrupt  or  incapable 
for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned  them  ? 
Is  there  neither  virtue  dor  talents  in  any  Depart- 
ment but  this  House?  Are  they  all  wbitewash- 
ers  of  criminals  ?  With  respect  to  this  officer's 
conduct  towards  Burr's  friends,  Mr.  F.  said,  he 
understood  it  had  already  been  examined  before 
a  court  of  competent  iurisdietiony  where  it  was 
investigated  by*a  ffrand  jury,  who  had  no  disposi- 
tion to  whitewashing,  and  who  found  no  bill. 
He  would  assure  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
that  a  great  proportion  of  the  citizens,  as  well  as 
the  court,  had  a  different  opinion  on  that  subject, 
and  that  he  believed  no  man  could  be  tried  the 
^cond  time  for  the  same  offence,  though  he  also 
believed  the  parties  said  to  be  injured  might  still 
have  an  opportunity  of  an  action  to  recover  dam- 
ages, but  not  before  this  House.  With  respect  to 
the  causes  of  the  dreadful  mortality  of  the  Army, 
it  was  a  very  proper  subject  of  inquiry  before  the 
House,  and  as  such  had  been  already  referred  to 
a  committee  of  inquiry.  No  member,  he  be- 
lieved, had  more  cause  to  re^et  that  mortaliiv 
than  himself.  He  had  early  disapproved  of  sena- 
ing  the  new  levies  to  be  seasoned  at  so  sickly  a 
place;  but,  whether  they  were  so  disposed  of 
from  necessity,  or  by  the  orders  of  the  President. 
or  of  the  Oeneral  himself,  or  whether  the  un- 
common degree  of  mortality  was  promoted  by 
other  causes,  can  only  be  known  by  an  accurate 
inquiry.  Whether  tne  result  of  that  inquiry  at- 
tached guilt  to  the  General,  or  to  any  other  quar- 
ter, will  be  known  by  the  report  of  the  committee, 
wh  ich  will  at  least  teach  Uovernment,  bv  suita- 
ble arrangements,  to  provide  against  sucn  a  ca- 
tastrophe in  time  to  come.  For  instituting  such 
an  inquiry  this  House  has  an  explicit  example  in 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  expedition  com- 
manded by  General  St.  Clair. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  had  the  honor  of  being  a  mem- 
ber of  that  committee  which  sat  during  two  suc- 
cessive sessions.  They  discovered  many  causes 
that  contributed  powerfully  to  that  failure,  but 
not  one  of  them  applied  against  the  General,  but 
otherwise.    The  mquiry  was  of  great  service, 


however,  in  raising,  modelling,  and  dissecting  i 
new  army,  and  in  making  contracts.  &c  Se?- 
eral  were  found  to  blame.  The  contractor  had 
failed  to  furnish  provisions  even  on  the  march  to 
the  rendezvous ;  the  Army  were  on  short  allow- 
ance on  their  march  to  where  the  defeat  hao- 
pened;  the  rendezvous  was  delayed  beyond  all 
expectation  for  want  of  boats,  provisions,  &c\ 
the  cannon,  carriages,  ropes,  dbc.,  were  to  be  made 
before  they  could  march,  and  the  gunpowder, 
having  been  impure,  lost  its  strength  so  mochas 
to  carry  the  ball  but  a  very  little  distance  from 
the  ffun.  The  Indians  were  collected  from  a 
much  greater  distance,  and  in  vastly  greater  nam- 
bers  than  had  been  anticipated,  and  before  ihef 
unexpectedly  began  the  attack  a  regiment  had 
been  detached  to  escort  provisions  to  the  starring 
army.  Congress  availed  themselves  of  the  in- 
formation so  as  to  provide  against  such  misfor- 
tunes for  the  future^  but  tooK  no  notice  of  the 
parties  that  were  to  blame,  but  left  them  to  the 
due  course  of  the  law.  As  no  blame  was  at- 
tached to  the  commander,  a  military  court  of  in- 
quiry, or  court  martial,  were  not  necessary. 

Mr.  F.  wished  not  to  be  understood  as  vindlca* 
ting  General  Wilkinson,  or  wishing  to  protect 
him  from  trial  or  punishment ;  very  far  from  it. 
He  wished  for  the  most  thorough  trial ;  this  wu 
necessary  for  the  officer  himself  as  well  as  for 
the  public.  The  charges  were  of  different  kindi 
and  cognizable  before  different  tribunals.  If  the 
military  tribunals  were  not  clothed  with  compe- 
tent powers,  it  was  the  fault  of  Congress,  and 
their  duty,  without  delay,  to  provide  the  remedy; 
but  it  was  not  the  duty  of  tnis  House  alone  to 
assume  to  themselves  the  jurisdiction  of  both 
civil  and  military  courts.  If,  however,  it  was 
decided  that  this  House  would  proceed  to  the 
trial,  he  designed  not  to  disqualify  himself  from 
sitting  in  judgment,  by  prejudging  the  case  on 
that  floor ;  therefore,  he  had  refrained  from  either 
speaking  good  or  bad  of  the  officer.  The  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Key,)  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Sbbffey,)  have  cer- 
tainly disqualified  themselves  from  sitting  in 
judgment  on  the  officer,  by  having  voluntarilf 
and  with  great  ability  become  his  public  acco- 
sers.  Indeed  this  character  has  rather  been  ore^ 
acted,  for  it  is  not  known  what  connexion  the 
officer,  being  a  debtor  and  a  bankrupt,  has  with 
either  civil  or  military  crimes.  That  be  was  in- 
debted to  Government  last  year  appeared  on  rec- 
ord, but  no  record  of  his  bankruptcy  has  been 
produced,  nor  has  this  House  anything  to  do  witli 
It. 

By  assuming  the  jurisdiction  of  courts,  either 
civil  or  military,  this  House  degrades  its  legisla- 
tive character.  No  doubt  the  gentlemen  who 
advocate  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  hare 
carefully  perused  the  celebrated  Montesquieu's 
"  Spirit  of  Laws."  If  they  have,  they  know  how 
powerfully  that  ereat  author  demonstrates  the 
absurdity  of  the  Legislature  sitting  in  judgment 
on  offenders  against  their  own  laws,  even  in  an 
absolute  monarchy,  where  the  King  is  the  Legis- 
lature, and  much  more  so  in  Republics,  where 
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the  distribution  of  gOTernmental  powers  into  dis- 
tinct branches  is  among;  the  first  principles  of  the 
Government.  He  was  no  stranger  to  the  pro- 
pensity of  the  most  numerous  public  bodies  to 
encroach  on  the  powers  vested  in  the  other 
branches.  He  had  gone  to  school  to  study  that 
subject  not  much  short  of  thirty  years  ago.  Un- 
der a  former  constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
Legislature  consisted  of  a  numerous  single  branch, 
on  which  the  Executive  had  no  check  for  the 
protection  of  itself  or  the  judiciary;  but  to  sup- 
ply that  defect  a  Council  of  Censors  was  pre- 
scribed, to  be  elected  at  stated  periods,  to  examine 
the  deviations  from  the  Constitution.  He  had 
himself  the  honor  of  bein^  a  member  of  that 
body,  and.  on  mature  exammation,  it  was  found 
that  the  Legislature,  considering  themselves  as 
the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation,  a  term  not  found 
in  their  own  nor  in  the  Federal  Constitution, 
they  had  assumed  the  power  of  deciding  both  on 
Jadicial  and  Executive  business.  Whom  thev 
would,  they  condemned ;  and  whom  they  woula, 
they  justified.  But  after  the  Council  of  Cen- 
sors had  in  Testified  and  exposed  those  depart- 
ures from  Constitutional  principles,  such  as  they 
had  condemned  as  public  aefaulters  were  restored 
to  confidence,  and  /band  to  be  public  creditors  by 
a  court  and  impartial  jury ;  and  such  as  they 
had  previously  justified,  considered  it  as  no  legal 
justification  until  they  bad  it  legally  approved  by 
a  court  and  jury;  and  this  will  always  be  the 
result  of  the  exercise  of  powers  unconstitution- 
ally assumed.  It  will  dishonor  the  body  who 
has  acted  in  this  manner. 

If  the  charges  contained  in  the  pamphlet  al- 
luded to  by  the  mover,  and  alleged  on  this  floor 
by  others,  are  proved,  a  court  martial,  even  with 
the  powers  they  possess,  cannot  fail  to  convict 
and  to  punish.  This  House  may  investigate  and 
resolve,  hut  they  can  neither  convict  nor  i)unish. 
The  General  at  present  is  not  popular  with  the 
Army  nor  the  country,  and  was  verT  properly 
removed  from  the  command,  even  on  the  ground 
of  want  of  confidence ;  but  if  this  House  step 
out  of  their  way,  and  throw  their  weight  against 
him  to  crush  him,  it  will  appear  to  be  a  persecu- 
tion, and  attract  public  sympathy.  This  House 
is  not  calculated  nor  designed  for  a  court  of  jus- 
tice; one  hundred  and  fort^  judges  are  too  nu- 
merous a  bench  for  judicial  inrestigation  and 
impartial  decision.  The  public  are  in  the  habit 
of  thinking  that  we  are  influenced  by  party  spirit 
even  in  legislation  ;  they  will  readily  carry  that 
manner  of  thinking  to  our  judiciary  decisions, 
especially  as  we  are  under  no  oath,  and  have  no 
responsibility  for  such  decision. 

Mr.  F.  assured  the  Committee  that  he  did  not 
oppose  the  resolution  on  the  account  of  the  officer, 
for  whom  he  bad  no  partiality,  but  to  support  the 
principles  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  honor  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  to  prevent  a 
dangerous  precedent  being  set  to  future  times, 
when  party  spirit  may  be  so  high  as  to  make  its 
victims  of  the  best  characters,  as  has  frequently 
heretofore  been  done  even  by  a  British  House  of 
Commons.    Let  the  courts  be  furnished  with 


competent  powers,  if  they  have  them  not  already^ 
and  let  them  not  be  influenced  by  the  decisions 
of  this  House.  The  officer  possesses  no  danser* 
ous  popularity ;  he  is  not  now  at  the  head  of  ai^ 

army* 

Mr.  Sbeftet  hoped  the  resolution  would  be 
adopted  without  a  dissentingj  Toice;  for  inquiry, 
in  a  free  country,  how  and  in  what  manner  it» 
aflfairs  had  been  conducted,  could  never  be  pro* 
ductive  of  injurj.  No  virtuous  and  no  honest 
man  could  fear  mquiry  before  impartial  men  deU 
egated  by  the  people,  who  can  have  no  interest  to* 
serve  in  proving  a  man  to  be  corrupt  and  dishon* 
est.  On  the  question  whether  it  was  proper;  if 
they  have  the  ri^ht,  to  inquire,  Mr.  S.  asked, 
who,  after  the  evidence  presented  and  the  docu* 
ments  in  possession  of  the  House,  could  doubt 
that  General  Wilkinson  for  a  series  of  years  has 
been  in  the  pay  of  Spain  ?  For  what  ?  For  his 
aid  in  the  attempt  to  detach  a  portion  of  this 
countryr  from  us,  and  bring  it  under  the  dominion 
of  Spain.  Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  will  you  be  able  to 
persuade  the  yeomanry  of  this  country  that  a 
man  who  has  thus  atted,  under  a  bribe,  to  sepa- 
rate the  Western  country,  and  place  it  under  the 
dominion  of  a  foreign  Power^  ought  to  be  con- 
tinued Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States?  Whatever  others  may  say,  the 
honest  farmer  and  planter  will  tell  you  that  he 
ought  not  to  be  confided  in.  Who  could  have 
read  the  testimony  ^iven  on  Burr's  trial,  even  the 
testimony  of  Wilkinson  himself,  and  not  be  im- 
pressed with  a  certainty,  amounting  almost  to 
conviction,  that  he  was  tnen  again  in  pursuit  of 
his  former  project  to  detach  the  Western  coun- 
try from  the  Union  ;  that  he  was  again  in  pur- 
suit of  the  aggrandizement  of  himself?  I  ask 
any  one  who  read  that  testimony  with  the  scru- 
tinizing eye  he  ouj^ht,  whether  he  does  not  enter- 
tain that  opinion  f  Where  is  the  friend  to  our 
eountrjr,  Constitution,  and  civil  liberty,  who  can 
patronise  the  conduct  of  General  Wilkinson  at 
New  Orleans  ?  At  a  time  when,  by  a  vote  near- 
ly unanimous,  you  decided  that  you  would  not 
suspend  the  habeas  corpus  act,  tne  transactions 
which  took  place  at  New  Orleans  proved  that 
even  the  mandates  of  a  Brigadier  General  were 
superior  to  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 
You  prohibit  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  cor^ 
pus;  the  General  disregards  your  interdictions, 
and  in  the  teeth  of  them  arbitrarily  seizes  and 
holds  the  persons  of  the  citizens.  I  may  be  an- 
swered that  these  men  were  traitors.  I  affirm 
that  they  ought  not  so  to  be  considered ;  and  I 
found  the  assertion  on  this  plain  maxim  of  the 
common  law,  that  he  who  is  not  proved  is  not  to 
be  presumed  guilty.  When  was  it  made  to  ap- 
pear that  they  were  guilty  ?  They  were  brought 
to  the  Atlantic  States ;  their  shackles  fell,  and 
they  were  permitted  to  return  to  their  homes ; 
aad  they  bad  redress,  as  has  been  observed,  in 
the  option  of  commencing  a  suit  against  a  bank- 
rupt Gkneral.  There  is  no  greater  danger  to  civil 
liberty  than  in  a  time  like  that  alluded  to,  when 
the  public  mind  is  in  a  ferment.  Gentlemen  talk 
of  the  despotism  or  corruption  of  Great  Britain  > 
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but  an  act  of  this  kind  would  have  inODdated 
that  country  in  blood — would  have  driven  from 
their  seats  the  most  powerful  Ministry.  I  recol- 
lect a  case  in  that  country  in  which  military  offi- 
cers, on  some  pretence  or  other,  refused  to  pay 
attention  to  a  writ  from  the  civil  power.  They 
were  at  last  obliged  to  come  into  court  and  sub- 
mit. The  Chief  Justice  directed  their  apology 
or  submission  to  be  recorded,  with  the  remark 
that  it  should  stand  "  as  a  memorial  to  the  pres- 
ent and  future  ages,  that  whoever  set  themselves 
above  the  law  will  in  the  end  find  themselves 
mistaken." 

Will  gentlemen  say  that  we  have  not  sufficient 
cause  to  proceed  on?  I  had  not  at  that  time  a 
aeat  on  this  floor,  but  I  recollect  that  an  inquiry 
was  instituted  into  theconductof  a  judge,  on  the 
assertion  of  a  member  that  he  had  cause  to  be- 
lieve this  person  had  beeneuiliy  of  malversation 
in  office.  Are  the  facts  be/ore  the  public  not  suf- 
ficient to  convince  the  minds  of  members  on  this 
subject  ?  If  the  passage  of  the  resolution  de- 
pended on  the  question  whether  there  was  cause 
to  suspect,  there  would  not  be  a  dissenting  voice. 

But  it  is  said  we  have  not  the  power  to  make 
the  inquiry.  If  this  argument  were  conclusive, 
I  should  master  my  feelings ;  I  should  get  over 
Ratifying  mv  zeal  for  the  rights  of  my  country, 
u  this  was  holy  ground,  on  which  we  cannot 
tread.  But,  sir,  how  inconsistent  are  the  argu- 
ments on  this  subject '.  I  recollect  very  well  tbe 
arguments  uttered  in  favor  of  implied  and  inci- 
dental powers  with  respect  to  treaty-making.  If 
f gentlemen  confine  their  power  to  the  express 
etter  of  the  Constitution,  where  will  the^  find 
authority  for  the  expense  incurred  in  1801,  in  the 
investifiption  of  the  expenditures  of  the  preceding 
Administration  ?  The  Administration  by  whom 
the  expenditures  were  authorized  had  gone  out 
of  office.  I  repeat  it,  that  there  is  no  power  ex- 
pressly granted  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  a 
former  Administration.  It  was  not  a  necessary 
appendage  to  the  power  of  impeachment ;  but  it 
is  a  power  incidental  to  our  other  powers.  The 
true  construction  of  the  powers  of  this  House  in 
respect  io  investigation,  other  tban  for  the  pur- 
pose of  impeachment,  is  this :  We  have,  1st.  The 
power  to  inquire  to  inform  ourselves  and  the  na- 
tion ;  and  2dj  The  power  to  inquire  with  a  view 
to  future  legislation.  What  are  we  1  Legisla- 
tors, possessing  the  sovereign  power,  and  draw- 
ing from  the  people  the  money  to  support  the 
Government.  Being  thus  constituted,  represent- 
ing the  people,  and  drawing  from  th^m  the  means 
of  keeping;  up  our  establishments,  have  not  the 
people  a  right  to  know  not  only  how  it  is  distrib- 
uted, but  to  whom  ?  Is  it  republican  doctrine 
that  the  people  should  not  know  How  thair  money 
ia  distributed?  You  majr  as  well  say  they  have 
not  a  ri^ht  to  know  how  it  is  expended,  as  to  re- 
fuse to  inform  them  to  whom  it  is  given.  I  con- 
aider  it  a  right  of  this  House,  and  of  the  people, 
to  know  how  their  money  is  expended,  and  to 
whom  it  is  given. 

To  what  does  the  doctrine  of  those  who  op- 
pose this  consuuction  lead  ?    It  matters  not  what 


corruption  exists  ;  if  the  officera  and  soldiers  of 
the  Army  were  all  corrupted,  were  all  traitors. 
we  must  sit  here  with  our  hands  tied.  We  may 
have  evidence  the  most  conclusive ;  but  we  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it ;  gentlemen  meet  you  with 
an  objection  that  the  power  to  investigate  is  not 
in  our  hands.  We  may  be  betrayed  by  tbe  Army, 
and  have  not,  it  aeems,  the  means  of  developing 
the  treason  to  ourselves  and  our  constituents ! 

We  have  a  right  to  inquire  with  a  view  to 
future  legislation.  The  military  system,  in  re- 
gard to  which  the  framers  of  the  CoDstitutioa 
were  extremely  tenacious,  is  to  pass  in  review 
before  us  every  two  years.  We  can  say  there 
shall  not  a  brigadier  general  or  a  soldier  exist 
For  what  purpose  waa  thU  power  vested  in  us? 
For  one  of  the  purposes  comprised  in  the  resolu- 
tion before  us.  If  we  see  corruption  stalking 
abroad,  the  Army  or  its  officers  devoted  to  a  for- 
eign Government,  the  enemies  of  their  country; 
if  we  saw  those  hirelings  attempting  by  plotting 
to  humble  the  liberties  of  their  country,  what 
honest  man  would  refuse  to  inquire  into  it  ?  But 
our  hands  are  tied,  we  are  told ;  we  are  mana- 
cled, shackled,  and  cannot  inquire  whether  it  is 
proper  to  make  an  appropriation  or  not.  If  the 
right  to  make  or  refuse  appropriations  be  given, 
the  right  to  do  it  properly,  honestly,  and  consist- 
ently, must  necessarily  follow,  and  of  coarse  the 
power  to  acquire  information  in  relation  thereto. 

Let  me  repeat  my  idea.  Suppose  that  the  ap- 
propriation bill  for  the  Military  Establishment 
comes  before  us,  our  Army  consisting  of  fiAy 
thousand  men ;  that  there  is  evidence  that  every 
general  officer  is  in  the  pay  of  a  foreign  country ; 
that  we  are  on  the  brink  of  a  war  with  that  coun* 
try ;  what  would  you  do  in  a  case  of  that  kind  ? 
Would  you  not  turn  your  eyes  to  the  fact,  to  as- 
certain whether  you  would  support  an  army  for 
the  purpose  of  cutting  your  own  throats  ?  If  yon 
have  not  the  power  to  do  it,  deplorable  is  your 
case,  and  the  situation  of  the  country  !  In  a  case 
of  that  kind,  if  there  be  any  evidence  which 
would  warrant  an  inquiry,  our  duty  to  the  public 
would  require  us  to  scrutinize  the  conduct  t^ 
every  person  suspected,  and  of  the  Army  in  gen- 
eral ;  and  if  it  was  the  corrupt  body  which  it 
was  alleged  to  be.  we  must  refuse  appropriations, 
and  it  would  dissolve  of  course. 

But,  sir,  we  have  a  right  to  inquire,  as  iuciden- 
tal  to  the  impeaching  power.  We  may  go  at  it 
directly  or  indirectly.  Would  it  be  proper  to 
make  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Presi- 
dent in  keeping  Wilkinson  in  office  before  we 
know  that  Wilkinson  is  corrupt?  Ton  must 
first  know  that  the  man  whom  he  keeps  in  office 
is  corrupt,  before  you  make  an  inquiry  into  bis 
conduct  in  so  doing.  When  the  facts  are  com- 
pletely before  you,  you  will  be  better  able  to  de- 
termine what  ulterior  measures  are  necessary. 

It  has  been  said  that  a  reference  to  the  Bruisk 
constitution  on  this  occasion  does  not  prove  aof- 
thing.  In  my  opinion  it  proves  much.  I  recw- 
lect  to  have  read,  during  the  discussion  of  the 
question  how  far  the  House  of  Representatives 
had  Constitutional  power  over  treaties,  a  very 
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able  speech  of  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
urjr,  m  which  he  compared  the  power  of  the 
House  of  Cominons  with  that  of  the  House  of 
Represeatatives.  He  attempted  to  prove,  and 
did  prore  to  my  satisfaction,  that  althoagh  the 
treatf-making  power  was  completely  with  the 
KiDg.  yet,  such  was  the  nature  of  the  Govern- 
taent,  that  although  the  House  of  Commons  had 
Dothiog  to  do  with  framing  tiie  treaty,  they  could 
iodirectly  control  it ;  that  they  had  a  right  to 
qaestion  or  discuss  the  propriety  of  anjr  treaty 
which  called  upon  them  for  an  appropriation  to 
csrry  it  into  effect.  This  argument  is  a  good  one 
ia  support  of  our  power.  We  cannot  go  too  far 
in  claiming  powers  residing  in  the  English  House 
of  Commons,  because  we  know  that  there  is  a 
greater  power  here  than  there  is  in  the  House  of 
Commons  in  England.  The  great  power  is  grant- 
ed to  us,  which  there  exclusively  belongs  to  the 
King,  of  declaring  war;  and  in  this  respect  our 
Dower  is  much  greater  than  that  of  the  British 
House  of  Commons. 

These  principles  grow  out  of  the  nature  of  our 
Goreroment?  Why  in  the  House  of  Commons 
do  they  ever  investigate  or  inquire?  With  a 
riew  to  impeach  ;  to  inform  themselves  and  the 
oatioo  correctly ;  and  with  a  view  to  future  legis- 
latioo.  Is  it  less  proper  that  we  should  freely  in- 
qaire?  Are  we  less  bound  to  inform  our  con- 
stituents  of  the  characters  of  men  in  office? 
Erery  gentkman  will  answer  that,  as  we  are 
more  immediately  the  represeptatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, this  power  is  more  necessary  here  than  there, 
tad  not  more  proper  U>  be  exercised  there  than 
here.  The  House  of  Commons  have  a  right  to 
withhold  appropriations  of  money,  and  inquire  to 
pKTent  improper  applications  of  it.  How  can  ^ 
70a remedy  a  defect  before  you  know  it?  How 
interpose  a  remedy  applicable  to  the  state  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  without  having  be- 
fore yotj  all  the  facts  relating  to  it  ?  Have  you 
Bot  a  right  to  inquire  whether  the  Army  is  an 
efficient  defence  or  not  ?  The  right  of  the  House 
of  Commons  is  unlimited  as  to  impeachment; 
but  thev  do  not  always  inquire  witn  a  view  to 
impeacament ;  they  inquire  because  it  is  their 
daty  to  inquire,  and  bottom  their  ulterior  pro* 
ceediogs  on  facts.  We  can  ffo  as  far  in  inquiry ; 
if  we  cannot  impeach  a  military  officer,  it  does 
not  prevent  us  from  inquiring  into  his  conduct. 

As  to  our  authority  there  can  be  no  doubt.  As 
to  facts,  it  has  not  fcleen  contended  that  they  do 
Doi  authorize  the  inquiry.  The  nation  has  been 
looking  for  years  for  an  inquiry ;  the  nation  ought 
<o  be  satis&ed.  They  want  not  the  inquiry  of 
two  or  three  subordinate  officers,  of  persons  who 
Blight  be  implicated  in  some  of  the  very  crimes 
Uid  to  tbe  charge  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 
This  mockery  of  justice  the  people  are  tired  of. 
It  has  been  said  that  an.  inquiry  has  been  institu- 
ted, aad  that  (General  Wilkinson  escaped  disap* 
probation.  I  wonder  not  at  it,  sir.  No  man  who 
has  any  sense  of  honor  or  probity  would  pros- 
trate himself  by  becoming  an  accuser  or  witness 
to  a  court  like  that.  Shall  we  yield  op  the  great 
powers  given  to  us  to  a  petty  military  tribunal 


which  itself  might  be  infected  with  corruption  ? 
I  do  not  say  this  is  now  the  case ;  but  it  might 
be  in  many  instances.  It  is  very  probable  and 
natural  that  no  attempt  will  ever  be  made  by  a 
Commander-in-Chief  to  employ  the  arms  of  the 
nation  against  itself,  unless  corruption  had  ex- 
tended  further  than  himself. 

Sir,  it  is  our  duty  ts  make  this  inquiry.  The 
public  money  is  expended  on  these  establish- 
ments ;  the  labor  of  the  nation  supports  them. 
We  extract  money  from  the  pockets  of  the  peo* 
pie  to  appropriate  to  these  purposes,  and  it  is 
proper  to  ascertain  that  those  who  reap  the  earn- 
ings of  the  people  are  worthy  of  the  public  con- 
fidence. 

Mr.  Bibb  rose  to  move  an  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  resolution,  not,  however,  for  the  rea- 
sons which  had  induced  others  to  oppose  it.  He 
believed  that  the  House  had  the  power  to  make 
the  inquiry.  Having  the  power  to  raise  and  sup- 
port armies,  he  inferred  the  power  to  adopt  what 
means  they  thought  necessary  to  collect  informa- 
tion on  which  to  act.  Now  if  General  Wilkin- 
son was,  as  he  believed  him  to  be,  unfit  for  the 
station  he  occupies,  if  he  had  forfeited  all  claim 
f  if  indeed  he  ever  had  any  claim)  to  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people,  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
House  to  abolish  his  office ;  and  hence  the  power 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  doinff  so. 

It  is  however  now  near  tne  close  of  the  session, 
and  everjr  one  must  be  convinced,  from  the  course 
which  this  debate  has  taken,  that  it  will  be  im- 
possible to  conclude  the  investigation  at  this  ses- 
sion. Another  reason  for  postponement  ia^  that 
information  has  been  ffiven  to  a  committee  of  this 
House  that  General  Wilkinson  has  been  ordered 
on  here,  and  I  believe  for  the  purpose  of  making 
an  inquiry  into  his  conduct.  Therefore,^  as  the 
time  is  short,  ai  Greneral  Wilkinson  is  coming 
here^and  I  believe  another  department  will  make 
this  inquiry,  I  move  an  indefinite  postponeaaent 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Peabson  said  he  was  glad  to  find  that  the 
gentleman  was  of  the  same  opinion  with  him- 
self, and  man^  others^  as  to  the  power  vested  in 
the  House  to  inquire  into  the  public  conduct  of 
the  officer.  This  was  a  subject,  Mr.  P.  said, 
which  had  presented  itself  to  his  consideration 
early  in  the  present  session.  He  had  been  un- 
willing, he  confessed,  to  be  the  mover  of  this  res- 
olution, supposing  that  other  gentlemen  would 
do  it  more  justice.  He  had  brought  forward  the 
resolution^  when  he  did,  under  the  idea  that  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson  would  have  arrived  at  this  place 
before  this  time.  It  appeared  now  very  probable 
that  he  would  not  arrive  during^  the  present  ses* 
sioD ;  and  that,  if  he  did  come,  it  would  be  at  so 
late  a  period  that  no  investigation  could  take 
place  after  bis  arrival.  This  House  had  the 
power  to  investigate  his  conduct ;  a  committee 
appointed  by  this  House  would  be  the  proper  and 
only  effectual  organ  to  do  justice  to  this  House 
and  to  the  individual.  Mr.  P.  said  he  was  solici- 
tous that  this  important  inquiry  should  be  com* 
menced ;  and  if  it  could  not  be  concluded  during 
the  session,  that,  the  importance  of  the  subject 
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reqairing  it,  the  committee  should  be  instracted 
to  sit  during  the  recess,  or  that  Congress  would 
at  their  next  session  early  resume  the  considera- 
tion of  it.  If  the  resolution  had  been  brought  for- 
ward at  an  earlier  day,  he  should  doubtless  have 
been  told  that  the  Commander-in-Chief  was  ex- 
pected here^  and  that  the  inquiry  should  be  de- 
layed till  his  arrival.  Many  gentlemen  seemed 
to  think  that  the  House  had  not  the  power  of  in- 
vestigation. No  man,  Mr.  P.  believed,  had  stated 
it  as  his  opinion  that  the  charges  had  no  founda- 
tion ;  and  a  strong  presumption  arose  that  those 
charges  were  net  merely  chimeras  of  the  brain. 

A  very  little  reasoning,  Mr.  P.  remarked,  would 
convince  any  gentleman  that  the  House  had 
authority  to  make  such  an  inquiry;  but  they 
were  not  even  without  a  precedent  m  this  case. 
It  would  be  recollected  that  in  1793  a  committee 
was  appointed  by  the  then  Consress  to  investi- 
gate the  causes  of  the  failure  oi  the  expedition 
under  the  command  of  Qeneral  St.  Clair.  If 
they  had  power  to  inquire  into  the  failure  of  a 
military  expiedition,  had  they  not  the  same  power 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief;  because  the  failure  might  have  proceeded 
from  treachery  or  corruption  ?  The  power  which 
Congress  then  exercised  had  not  then  been  ques- 
tioned ;  and  Congress  bad  at  this  session  recog- 
nised the  principle,  and  had  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  investigaie  the  state  of  the  Army  and  the 
causes  which  led  to  it.  Would  they  not  take  into 
consideration  the  agency  of' the  Commander-in- 
Chief  in  producing  that  state — and  if  they  could 
touch  upon  his  sacred  character  at  all,  could  they 
not  touch  upon  it  entirely?  As  to  precedent, 
they  were  not  without  if;  and  as  to  the  existence 
of  grounds  of  suspicion,  it  was  not  questioned. 

It  was  said  however  that  all  the  facts  had  been 
known  to  Washington  and  Adams.  This  could 
not  not  be  correct.  It  was  true  indeed  that  some 
intimations  might  have  been  given  of  the  con- 
duct of  this  officer,  but  they  were  not  made  in 
such  a  direct  way  as  to  authorize  the  inquiry. 
But,  admitting  that  they  were,  did  it  follow,  be- 
cause these  high  officers  had  not  done  their  duty^ 
that  the  House  should  follow  their  example? 
Was  Burr's  conspiracy,  in  which  Wilkinson  was 
charged  with  being  concerned,  known  to  Wash- 
ington and  Adams?  It  did  not  exist.  Was  the 
charge  of  the  receipt  of  money  from  Spain  since 
1791  known  to  them?  Were  the  ten  thousand 
dollars  said  to  be  received  by  General  Wilkinson 
in  1794  known  of?  They  were  not.  Was  the 
secret  mission  said  to  have  been  sent  to  Mexico, 
immediately  after  the  Spanish  troops  were  with- 
drawn, known  to  them  ?  No,  Mr.  P.  said,  they 
could  not  have  been  known.  Had  the  public 
mind  ever  been  so  much  agitated  about  it  as  at  pres- 
ent? Unquestionably  not;  and  it  was  a  duty 
which  the  House  owed  to  themselves,  to  the 
honor  of  the  nation,  and  to  the  character  who 
was  charged,  that  if  they  went  into  it  they  should 
go  to  the  very  bottom ;  that  they  should  have  no 
more  farcical  trials ;  that  they  should  do  justice 
to  the  individual  and  to  the  country.  Mr.  P. 
said  he  did  not  give  an  opinion  as  to  the  truth  or 


fallacy  of  those  charges.  A  gentleman  (Bir. 
Sif  ilie)  however,  had  said  that  the  testimony  of 
Daniel  Clarke  had  no  weight  on  bis  mind.  He 
(Mr.  Pbabson)  knew  that  some  gentlemen  felt 
prejudices  against  Mr.  Clarke,  but  he  did  not 
believe  that  he  stood  in  such  a  point  of  view  that 
he  was  not  entitled  to  full  credit  in  a  court  of 
justice ;  and  if  a  man  deposed  to  a  fact,  supported 
by  irresistible  circumstances,  if  his  character  was 
black  as  midnight  he  would  be  entitled  to  credit. 
As  far  as  he  understood  it,  the  evidence  Mr. 
Clarke  had  lately  given  to  the  public  had  corrob- 
orated every  fact  which  he  had  borne  witness  to. 
Mr.  P.  concluded  by  saying  that  he  hoped  that 
gentlemen  would  not  find  an  apology  in  the  late- 
ness of  the  session  for  shrinking  from  an  investi- 
gation, but  that  the  resolution  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LvoNsaid  that  when  this  subject  had  been 
before  the  House  two  years  ago,  the  then  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  had  told  him  that  an 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  General  Wilkinson 
had  been  ordered,  and  had  spoken  in  sach  a  man- 
ner as  to  induce  him  to  believe  that  this  inquiry 
wonld  answer  the  object  he  had  in  view.  Mr. 
L.  said  he  had  upon  this  information  declared  his 
aversion  to  go  any  further  in  the  resolution  which 
was  proposed  somewhat  similar  to  this.  He  was 
now  convinced  that  the  inquiry  then  made  had 
answered  no  purpose  in  satisfying  the  nation,  and 
no  other  than  a  temporary  whitewashing  of  the 
man.  The  nation  (said  Mr.  L.)  is  now  as  dis- 
satisfied as  they  were  at  first.  I  wish  to  do  noth- 
ing to  prevent  the  inquiry.  I  was  not  then  nor 
am  I  now  of  opinion  that  we  have  not  the  power 
to  make  the  inquiry.  I  would  cut  the  right  arm 
off  my  body  before  I  would  surrender  my  right  to 
inquire  into  any  impropriety  committed  by  that 
man.  I  never  will  give  up  that  right.  The  gen- 
tleman talks  about  the  President's  responsibility. 
If  the  President  continues  a  corrupt  man  in  office 
for  years,  where  in  the  end  is  his  responsibility  ? 
To  whom  is  he  responsible?  To  the  nation; 
and  through  this  House  he  must  be  called  to  ac- 
count if  he  does  not  do  his  duty.  This  inquiry 
is  to  ascertain  whether  the  President  has  done 
his  duty  or  not,  and  we  must  impeach  him  if  he 
has  not.  This  resolution  goes  to  the  responsibility 
of  the  President,  and  will  lead  to  his  punishment 
if  it  be  found  that  he  has  acted  improperly. 

Mr.  Macon  said  it  was  true  that  according  to 
the  Constitution  no  military  officer  was  impeach- 
able, but  it  did  not  follow  that  the  House  had  no 
right  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Army  or  the 
conduct  of  the  Commander-in-Chief;  for  if  they 
had  the  right  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the 
mortality  at  New  Orleans,  they  had  an  equally 
strong  right  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  because  the  right  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  the  whole  Army  unquestionablf 
gave  the  right  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the 
individuals  composing  it.  If  we  cannot  inquire 
into  the  state  of  the  Army,  it  follows  that  the 
Army  belongs  to  the  President  and  not  to  the  at- 
tion.  It  follows  that  we  can  do  nothing  with 
the  Army  after  it  is  once  raised,  unless  wholly  to 
disband  it,  be  the  abuse  what  it  might. 
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The  President  of  the  United  States  is  Com- 
maDde^iQ-Chief  of  the  land  and  naval  forces, 
when  called  into  actual  senrice.    Compare  the 
present  state  of  things  with  that  before  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution.    During^  the  Revolu- 
tiooary  war,  and  for  some  time  afterwards,  Gren- 
eral  Washington  was  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Army.    At  that  time  the  Old  Congress  alone  had 
a  right  to  remove  officers ;  they  possessed  the 
power  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  any  officer  or 
department.     When  the  new  Government  was  or- 
eanized,  the  officers,  instead  of  being  appointed 
by  Congress,  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  President  and  approbation  of  the 
Senate.  It  is  certainly  true  that  the  power  of  in- 
quiry is  not  eipressjy  given,  but  it  is  taken  by 
implication.     It  might  have  oeen  doubted^  as  the 
Old  Congress  had  the  power  of  appointing  and 
remoTing  officers,  and  as  this  power  is  transferred 
to  the  I'resident  and  Senate,  whether  the  power 
of  inquiry  is  not  referred  to  the  President  and 
Senate;  but  it  is  well  understood  that  the  con- 
itr action  has  been  given  to  it  which  the  Consti- 
tution intended.    The  President,  as  Commander- 
inrChief  of  the  Army,  except  the  right  to  appoint 
and  dismiss  subordinate  officers,  stands  precisely 
as  Washington  did  daring  the  Revolutionary^ 
war,  and  his  conduct  is  equally  liable  to  investi- 
gation.   If  Congress  had  the  right  of  inquiry 
then,  the  same  construction  would  give  them 
tbe  right  now.    Is  there  any  express  provision 
of  the  Constitution  authorizing  you  to  inquire 
into  the  waste  of  money',  or  any  other  abuse, 
ootess  for  the  purpdse  of  impeachment  1    Have 
you  not  the  same  right  to  inquire  into  the  abuses 
of  the  Army,  or  the  evils  which  exist  there,  as  to 
inquire  into  afiairs  of  the  Post  Office  Department  1 
Notbine  can   be  more  clear.    Suppose  a  case 
which  has  been  heretofore  stated ;  tnat  tbe  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  and  Commander-in- 
Chief  should  unite,  and  that,  deeming  it  proper, 
yoD  should  institute  an  inquiry  into  tbe  conduct 
of  the  latter,  and  the  President  should  shield  him 
by  erecting  a  court  of  inquiry  of  his  own  crea- 
tures—must  you  stay  here  inactive  or  be  turned 
ODt  of  your  seats  before  the  people  can  be  noti- 
fied of  their  danger  1    In  what  part  of  the  Con- 
atiiQtion,  I  ask  gentlemen,  is  it  that  a  special 
power  is  given  to  inquire  into  abuse  of  any  xind  ? 
Is  there  any  power  expressly  given  to  inquire  into 
the  cases  of  the  mortality  at  New  Orleans  ?    No, 
sir ;  Dor  is  there  a  power  given  to  hang  a  man 
for  robbing  the  mail ;  but  the  fair  construction  of 
tbe  powvr  to  establish  a  Post  Office  has  given  us 
all  powers  necessary  to  carry  it  into  effect.    The 
power  to  raise  and  support  armies  is  also  given ; 
and  with  it  the  incidental  power  to  inquire  into 
all  the  conduct  of  the  Army.    Nay,  sir,  I  hold 
that,  if  the  Commander-in-Chief  is  guilty  of  any 
misconduct  or  offence  not  punishable  by  a  court 
martial,  complaint  may  be  made  to  Congress  of 
It.    From  this  construction  no  evil  can  result ; 
on  tbe  contrary  the  benefit  will  result  of  putting 
the  officer  more  on  his  guard. 

In  the  case  of  St.  Clair,  it  is  true,  the  resolu- 
tion for  inquiry  was  general ;  but  was  it  a  mere  in- 


quiry, from  which  nothing  was  to  originate?  If 
so,  it  was  perfectly  useless.  What  must  have 
been  tbe  fair  object  of  the  inquiry  ?  To  ascer- 
tain where  the  blame  belonged.  Where  did  the 
blame  fall  ?  On  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the 
want  of  ammunition,  or  on  the  General,  for  want 
of  skill.  The  object  was  to  ascertain  on  whom 
it  lay.  I  recollect  it  was  the  opinion  then  in  pri- 
vate circles  that  if  it  appeared  the  Secretary  of 
War  was blameable,  he  wascertainly  impeachable; 
and  if  the  General  was  inculpated,  and  the  Presi- 
dent was  not  supposed  to  be  in  possession  of  the 
facts,  that  it  would  not  be  uncivil  to  send  the 
report  and  paper  to  him  that  he  might  know  the 
facts. 

If  there  ever  was  a  time  when  such  an  inquiry 
as  is  proposed  was  proper,  it  has  existed  for  two 
or  three  years  past.  Without  saying  anything  of 
his  criminality,  is  not  General  Wilkinson  sus- 
pected of  having  been  in  Spanish  pay?  Let 
what  will  happen,  can  you  expect,  under  suspi- 
cions of  this  kind,  that  the  honest  men  of  this  na- 
tion will  serve  under  that  man  ?  Can  any  reason- 
able man  believe  it  ?  As  to  the  point  whether 
General  Wilkinson  be  guilty  or  not,  if  the  man 
be  innocent,  that  innocence  ought  to  be  made  ap- 
pear ;  and,  if  guilty,  he  ought  not  to  command 
our  army.  I  have  lately  had  sent  to  me  from  t|ie 
Mississippi  Territory  a  pamphlet  containing^  as  it 
states,  the  defence  of  a  Captain  Scott  before  a 
court  martial,  where  he  was  arraigned  for  saying 
that  of  the  Commander*in-Chief  which  I  should 
think  any  man  of  feeling  would  as  lief  have  his 
head  cut  off  as  hear  said  of  himself;  and  what 
was  the  result?  The  person  who  was  accused 
was  not  broke,  but  merely  suspended  for  twelve 
months.  If  you  have  any  army  you  should  have 
men  to  command  it  who  are  not  only  spotless  but 
unsuspected.  Let  parties  dispute  as  much  as  they 
please,  there  will  always  be  men  in  each  party 
who  are  believed  morally  honest,  of  whom  it  will 
be  said  that  they  are  attached  to  their  country, 
that  the]^  have  no  foreign  connexion.  The  .Com- 
mander-in-Chief ought  to  be  such  a  character 
that  no  man  in  the  nation  will  feel  any  hesita- 
tion at  being  commanded  by  him.  If  we  have 
not.  if  you  reckon  that  the  people  of  the  country 
will  voluntarily  turn  out,  except  their  own  neigh- 
borhood be  invaded,  you  will  reckon  without 
your  host. 

If  the  doctrine  be  true,  that  you  cannot  inquire 
into  the  conduct  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  in 
what  situation  do  you  place  yourselves  as  to  the 
Navy,  whose  scene  of  action  must  be  out  of  the 
limits  of  the  United  States,  where  the  individual 
has  it  much  more  in  his  power  to  oppress  against 
law,  and  if  he  chooses,  to  be  corrupted  by  a  for- 
eign Government  ?  Every  man  living  has  bis 
favorites,  and  there  are  some  that  get  to  be  the  fa- 
vorites of  almost  everybody.  Let  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  so  work  himself  into  the  good  graces  of 
the  President  as  that  he  cannot  believe  the  man 
guilty,  and  he  cannot  bring  himself  to  the  point 
of  ordering  an  inquiry,  because  the  very  ordering 
it  will  show  his  suspicion  of  the  person  involved. 

Then,  sir,  if  you  take  up  the  doctrine  that  the 
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President  alone  should  inautre,  you  will  find  the 
necessity  and  propriety  ot  Congress  having  the 
power  to  inquire ;  for  it  is  hardly  possible  that  the 
same  person  who  had  entwined  himself  round 
the  feelings  of  an  upright  man,  should  be  as  much 
a  favorite  of  Congress.  According  to  gentle- 
men's admissions,  you  may  inquire  into  minor 
points,  as  whether  the  Commander-in-Chief  re- 
ceives too  much  pay,  dbc*  If  you  cannot  inquire 
further,  the  army  is  the  army  of  the  President 
and  not  of  the  nation.  If  this  he  true,  all  we  have 
heretofore  done  as  to  inquiry  is  usurpation.  We 
can  give  good  gifts,  it  seems,  but  cfinnot  inquire 
into  the  character  or  conduct  of  those  who  re- 
ceive them. 

I  hope  the  resolution  will  pass,  late  in  the  ses- 
sion as  it  is.  I  hope  it  will  be  adopted,  if  it  he 
only  to  fix  this  important  principle:  that  we  can 
investigate.  If  it  were  the  last  day  of  the  session 
I  would  seal  the  resolution  with  my  vote. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsjflvania  must  recol- 
lect that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  we  got  an 
inquiry  in  1792  or  1793.  I  considered  an  impor- 
tant point  to  be  gained  two  years  ago,  when  the 
House  sent  papers  on  this  subject  to  the  President, 
thus  intimating  their  desire  of  an  inquiry;  and, 
when  we  adopt  this  resolution,  it  seems  to  me  we 
shfill  have  finished  the  work.  If  you  say  you  cannot 
inquire  in  this  way,  you  make  armies  ten  times 
as  dangerous  as  they  were  before.  Suppose  that 
the  Commander-in-Chief  was  about  to  erect  him- 
self into  a  despot — would  you  say  that  we  should 
flit  still  here  and  not  inquire?  Suppose  you 
knew  that  he  was  corrupting  the  Army  in  order 
to  get  a  throne — would  vou  sit  here  inactive  ?  If 
we  did,  sir,  we  should  cleserve  the  chains  he  was 
forging  for  us. 

Mr.  Holland  again  spoke,  repeating  and  en- 
forcing his  argument  that  the  committee  of  the 
House  could  not  compel  the  attendance  of  per- 
sons and  production  of  papers.  Neither  he  nor 
any  other  member,  he  said,  had  argued  that  Con- 
gress (ould  not  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  Bibb's  motion  for  indefinite  postponement 
was  negatived— yeas  33,  nays  79, as  follows: 

YxAs— William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  WUliam  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  James  Cochran,  Wil- 
liam  Crawford,  John  Dawson,  William  Findley,  Me- 
aback  Franklin,  Gideon  Gardner,  James  Holland,  Ja- 
cob Hufty,  Aaron  Lyle,  Robert  Marion,  Alexander  Mc- 
Kim,  John  Montgomery,  Nichcjas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  John  Por- 
ter, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Eraa- 
tus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Smi- 
lie,  John  Taylor,  and  Robert  Wbilehill. 
'  Nats — Ezekiel  Bacon,  Burwell  Bassett,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  William  Chamberlin, 
Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew 
Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  Orchard  Cook, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Joseph  Desha, 
William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Jonathan  Fisk,  David  8. 
Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodivyn,  Thom- 
as R.  Gold,  WilUam  Hale,  Daniel  Heister,  Benjamin 
Howard,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jr., 
Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones, 
WUliam  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knicker- 


backer,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Edward  8t  Lee  Liver- 
more,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Vinoeat  Mit* 
diews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  WiUim 
Milnor,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moaeiey,  Gudoa 
8.  Mumford,  John  Nicholson,  Joseph  PearMO,  Benjt- 
min  Pickman,  jr.,  Timothv  Pitkin,  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porta, 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Jok 
Reaof  PennsylTania,  John  Roane,  Thomas  Saoimons, 
Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shefley,  Dennii 
Smelt,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanioitl, 
John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturgo, 
Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Talhnadge, 
John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Chiriei 
Turner,  jr.,  Jabex  Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Klilifln 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  Weakley,  Laban  Whetton, 
Ezekiel  Whitman,  James  Wilson,  and  Robert  With* 
erspoon. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  that  the  House 
do  agree  to  the  first  member  of  the  resolatioD, 
contained  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"Betohfed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  conduct  of  Brigadier  General  James  Wilkinsoo, 
in  relation  to  his  having,  at  any  time,  whilst  in  the  lei* 
vice  of  the  United  States,  oorruptlj  received  moatj 
from  the  Government  of  Spain,  or  its  agents,  or  io  »• 
lation  to  his  having,  during  the  time  aforesaid,  been  n 
accomplice,  or  in  any  way  concerned  with  the  agtnts 
of  any  foreign  Power,  or  with  Aaron  Buir,  in  a  project 
against  the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Spain,  or  to  d» 
member  these  United  States." 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded  by  one 
fifth  of  the  members  present,  and  the  Clerk  btr- 
ing  called  over  the  same,  it  was  suggested  hj  t 
member,  in  his  place,  from  Maryland,  to  wit: 
Mr.  McKiM,  that  he  had  committed  a  mistake  in 
giving  his  vote  on  the  question  last  taken,  and 
that  he  had  intended  to  vote  in  the  negative  tnd 
not  in  the  affirmative  side  of  the  said  question,  as 
the  same  had  been  recorded  by  the  Clerk. 

The  Speaker  then  directed  the  Clerk  to  call 
the  name  of  the  member,  Mr*  McKiii,  again ;  and 
being  so  called,  Mr.  McKim  answered  in  the  neg« 
ative. 

An  objection  was  made  to  the  right  of  chang- 
ing the  vote,  by  a  member  frrom  Virginia,  Mr. 
Randolph,  unless  by  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House. 

The  Speaker  determined  that,  according  to 
the  practice  of  the  House,  the  member  from  Ma- 
ryland had  a  right  to  change  his  vote. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bibb,  that  tbe 
member  from  Maryland  have  leave  to  correct  his 
vote. 

To  |vhich  the  member  from  Maryland,  Mr- 
McKiM,  objected. 

A  question  of  order  was  raised,  "  whether  tbe 
motion  of  the  member  from  Georgia,  Mr.  Bibb, 
was  then  in  order?" 

The  Speaker  decided  that  the  motion  of  the 
member  from  Georgia  was  in  order. 

From  which  decision  of  the  Chair  an  appeal 
was  prayed  to  the  House  by  Mr.  Randolph. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Lewis,  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

A  question  of  order  was  raisei,  whether  the 
motion  to  adjourn  was  in  order,  pending  a  qaes- 
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The  Spbajler  determined  it  not  io  order. 

And  debate  arising;  thereon,  a  motion  was  again 
made,  by  Mr.  Smilie,  that  the  House  do  now 
adjaoTD. 

A  qnestion  of  order  was  again  raised,  whether 
the  motioo  of  th^  member  from  Pennsylvania, 
Mr.  Smilie,  was  in  order,  pending  a  question. 

The-SPBAKBB  determined  that,  on  reflection,  it 
was  Id  order,  and  corrected  the  decision  just  be- 
fore made. 

From  which  decision  an  appeal  was  prayed  by 
Mr.  RAtiDox^PB.  And  debate  arising,  the  House 
adjoaroed. 

Weonssoat,  April  4. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  W.  Alstom^  the  House  re- 
snmed  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution 
proposed  by  hiai  for  an  adjournment  on  the  23d 
April.  And  it  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to,  with- 
out debase,  by  a  large  majority.  [It  yet  requires 
the  coQcjirrence  of  the  Senate.] 

GENERAL  WILKINSON. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 

The  question  on  the  appeal  of  Mr.  Ranoolph 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  in  relation  to  the 
motion  of  the  member  from  Georgia,  Mr.  BivBf 
recorring,  Mr.  Bibb  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  proposition 
of  the  member  from  Maryland,  Mr.  McKim,  in 
hi'iQg  stated  his  wish  to  chanffe  his  vote  of  yes- 
teid^yr,  froii)  t)ie  ajQirmntive  side  of  the  question, 
luFiog  answered  ini  the  affirn^ativaby  mistake. 

The  SpsAfU^ft  direQtcvl  the  Clerk  to  call  him 
again,  when  tho  gentleman  answered,  "  no." 

A  gentleman  from  Virginia,  Mr.  Ranoolpb, 
objected  to  the  gentleman's  changing  his  vote, 
aaiess  it  be  considered  as  informally  done,  and 
by  the  unaBiiBouB  consent  of  the  House. 

The  Spbaker  stated  that  it  had  been  the  prae- 
tiee,  and  thajt  the  gentleman  had  the  right  to 
ehan^  his  vote  as  above. 
From  which  Mr*.  Randolph  appealed. 
And  the  qtiestion  being  t^en,  "  Is  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  correct?"  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmatifc — yeas  76,  nays  19,  as  follows: 

YxAs— WiUis  AUton,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Eze- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Wm  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd, 
John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Joseph 
Calhopn,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Glopton,  Howell  Cobb, 
James  Cochran,  Orchard  Cook,  James  Cox,  William 
Crawford,  John  Dawson,  Josq>h  Desha,  William  Find- 
iey,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Baxzillai  Gan- 
nett, Gideon  Gardner,  Thos.  Qholson,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  John- 
lon,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key, 
John  LoYe,  Matthew  Lyon,  Aaron  Ly  le,  Robert  Marion, 
Vincent  Matthews,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  Mc* 
Kim,Pleaaant  M.  Miller,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas 
H.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon 
8.  Mmnfbrd,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newton,  John  Nicholson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  junior, 
John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rhea  of  Tennes- 
see, Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastos  Root, 
Bbenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Bbenezer  Seaver, 
Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 


Henry  Southard,  John  Thompeon,  Uri  Tracy,  George 
M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Jabez  Upham,  Rob- 
ert Weakley,  Robert  WhitehUl,  Ezekiel  Whitman, 
James  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wither- 
spoon. 

Nats — Bnrwell  Bassett,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James 
Breckenridge,  Martin  Chittenden,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Her- 
man Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Joseph  Pear- 
son, John  Randolph,  Dennis  Smelt,  Richard  Stanford, 
John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Jacob  Swoope,  Ni- 
cholas Van  Dyke,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  and  La* 
ban  Wheaton 

The  yeas  and  nays,  as  taken  yesterday  upon 
the  first  member  of  the  resolution,  then  under 
consideration,  were  called  for  and  the  same  being 
read  over  by  the  Clerk,  there  appear«d«-^yeas  87, 
nays  24,  as  follows : 

YiAs^Baekiel  Bacon,  Bnrwell  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Daniel  Blaisdeli,  James  Breckenridge,  John 
Blown,  WilUam  Butler,  William  Chamberlin,  Epaf^- 
raditns  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Cli^, 
John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  OrchanI 
Cook,  John  DaTenport,  jr.,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  jR- 
aha,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Jonathan  Fitk,  Da^ 
8.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Tboe. 
R,  Gold,  M'illiam  Halc^  Daniel  Heister,  Benj.  How- 
ard, Jonathan  H.  Hnbbard,  Richard  Jackson,  junior, 
Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones, 
William  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  K^,  Herman  Knicker- 
backer, Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  LiTermore, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Aaron  Lvle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vin- 
cent MaUhewB,  Ax chibaM  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee, 
William  Milnor,  John  Montgomery,  Thomas  Moore^ 
Jonathan  O.  Moaeley,  Gurdon  8.  Mumlbrd,  John 
Nicholson,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jnn., 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Pot- 
ter, Joeiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Penn- 
aylTania,  John  Roane,  Erastns  Root,  Thos.  Sammons, 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel 
Shefiey,  Dennia  3melt,  John  Smith,  Henry  Soothard, 
Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  St^enson, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samoel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy, 
George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Jabea  Upham* 
Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Killian  K.Van  Rensselaer,  Robert 
Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton*  Esekiel  Whitman^  James 
Wilson,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nays— William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Adam  Boyd» 
Robert  Brown,  Joseph  Calhoun,  William  Crawford* 
William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Gideon  Gardner, 
James  HoUandi  John  Love,  Robert  Marion,  Alexander 
McKim,  Nicholas  R,  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  John  Porter,  Johy  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Ebenezer  Sage,  John 
Smilie,  John  Taylor,  and  Rober4  Whitehill. 

The  question  then  recurred,  that  the  House  do 
agree  to  the  second  and  last  member  of  the  reso- 
lution, contaixtfd  in  the  words. following,  to  wit: 

<*  That  the  said  committee  inquire  generaliy  into  the 
conduct  of  the  said  James  Wilkinson,  as  Brigadier 
General  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States ;  that  the 
said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  pa^ 
pers,  and  compel  their  attendance  and  ]>roduction ;  and 
that  they  report  the  result  of  their  mquiry  to  this 
House.'' 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennes- 
see; and  the  question  being  taken,  that  the  farther 
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consideration  of  the  said  second  raember  of  the 
said  resolution  be  postponed  until  to-morronr,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  78,  nays  31, 
as  follows : 

Yeas— Ezekiel  Bacon,  BurweU  Banett,  WilUam  W. 
Bibb,  Daniel  Bloisdcll,  James  Breckenridge,  John 
Brown,  William  Butler,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew 
Clay,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  John  Davenport, 
jr^  Joseph  Desha,  James  Emott,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Darid 
8.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Thoa. 
R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A. 
HaTen,  Daniel  Heister,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jonathan 
H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy, 
Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis, 
jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vin- 
centf  .Matthews,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Samuel  McKee, 
Pleasant  M.  Miller,  WilUam  Milnor,  Thomas  Moore, 
Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nichol- 
son, Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  EUsha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Quincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
John  Roane,  Thomas  Sammons,  Adam  Seybert,  Sam- 
uel Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smith, 
Samnel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James 
Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Benja- 
min Tallmadge,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  George 
M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Jabez  Upham,  Nicho- 
las Van  Dyke,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert 
Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  James 
Wilson,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats — William  Anderson,  DaWd  Bard,  Adam  Boyd, 
Robert  Brown,  Joseph  Calhoun,  William  Crawford, 
Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  William  Findiey,  Me- 
ahack  Franklin,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,  John 
Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Robert  Marion,  Alexander  McKim, 
John  Montgomery,  Nichdaa  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Moi^ 
row,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  John  Porter, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  MatthuM  Richards,  Eben- 
ezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Smilie,  Henry 
Bouthard,  John  Taylor,  Robert  WhUahill,  and  Rich- 
ard Winn. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  that  the  House 
do  agree  to  the  whole  of  the  said  resolution,  and 
resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  80,  nays  29,  as 
follows: 

Yeas— Ezekiel  Bacon,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  John 
Brown,  William  Butler,  William  Chamberlin,  Epaph- 
roditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay, 
Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  John  Davenport,  jun., 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  Jonathan  Fisk,  David  S.  Garland,  Thomas 
Gholson;  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin 
Gray,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel 
Heister,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard, 
Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M. 
Jolmson,  William  Kennedy,  PhiUp  B.  Key,  Hennan 
Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Edward  St  Loe 
Livermore,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vincent 
Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Pleas- 
ant M.  Miller,  William  Milnor,  Thomas  Moore,  Gur- 
don 8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Benjamin  Pickman,  jun.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Peter 
B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Jonah  Quincy,  John  Ran- 
dolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Roane,  Eras- 
tus  Root,  Thomas  Sammons,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel 
Sheffey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson, 


Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Till, 
madge^  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Chariee  Tuner, 
jr.,  Jabes  Upham,  Nicholaa  Van  Dyke,  Killimn  K.  Vin 
Rensselaer,  Robert  Weakley,  Labaii  Wheaton,  Exekiel 
Whitman,  James  Wilson,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats — William  Andierson,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert 
Brown,  Joseph  Calhoun,  James  Cox,  WilUam  Crtw- 
ford,  William  Findiey,  Meshack  Franklin,  James  HoK 
land,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Robert 
Marion,  Alexander  McKim,  J<^m  Montgomeiy,  Ni- 
cholas R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Ndson, 
Thomas  Newbold,  John  Porter,  John  Rhea  of  Tenncf- 
see,  Matthias  Richards,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Ebenexer  Se»- 
ver,  John  Smilie,  Henry  Southard,  John  Taylor,  Rob- 
ert WhitehiU,  and  Richard  Winn. 

It  was  then  ordered  that  the  committee  to  be 
appointed,  pursuant  to  the  resolution,  do  consist 
of  five  members. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Pitkin,  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolation : 

Ruohedi  That  the  committee  to  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  General  James  Wilkinsoo, 
be  appointed  by  ballot,  snd  that  the  5th  day  of  April, 
instant,  at  twelve  o'clock,  this  House  vriU  proceed  to 
the  appointment  of  the  committee. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Rhea. 
Love.  W.  Alston,  Dawson,  and  Root,  and  sup^ 

girteo  by  Messrs.  Pitkin,  S  HEPFfiT,  Pbabsoh,  Key, 
IBB.  Lyon,  and  Smilie. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  52,  nays  64,  as 
follows : 


YiAS— WUliam  W.  Bibb,  Daniel  BlaiadeU,  James 
Breckenridge,  Wm.  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditns  Cham- 
pion, Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Baven- 
g>rt,  jun.,  William  Ely,  James  Bmott,  Thos.  R.  Gold, 
dwin  Gray,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven, 
Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jack- 
son, jun.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Philip  B.  Key,  Hermaa 
Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.»  Edward  8t.  Loe 
Livermore,  Matthew  Lyon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archi- 
bald McBrvde,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  William  Milnor, 
Jonathan  O.  Moeeley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pick- 
man,  jun.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
▼ania,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Shefley,  Samnel  Smith* 
Richsird  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart* 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  George  M.  Troup, 
Jabez  Upham,  ISidholas  Van  Dyke,  Killian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  James  Wilson. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
Darid  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown, 
Robert  Brown,  WilUam  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John 
Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  James  Cox, 
William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Jo- 
seph Desha,  William  Findiey,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  Dand 
S.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Jss. 
Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Huftjy  Richard  JL 
Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  John  Lore, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  McKec^  Alexander  McKim,  JoIib 
Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moors,  Jer- 
emiah Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelsoa, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson, 
John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  £ben- 
eier  Sage,  Ebenexer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Deaniv 
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Smelt,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southeid, 
John  Thompson,  Uci  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
Bobert  Weakley,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Richard  Winn, 
and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed  aceordingly, 
pursuant  to  the  said  order,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Bdtl£r,  Root,  Champion,  Desba,  and  PfiARaoN. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Lots  said  he  rose  to  ask  for  information 
on  a  subject  which  he  believed  a  majority  of  the 
Hoase  were  disposed  to  act  on  during  the  present 
session ;  and  yet,  with  the  lights  the  Legislature 
possessed  on  it,  it  would  M  impossible  to  act 
UDderstandingly.  The  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  of  March,  1809,  relative  to  the  con- 
tinaatioD  of  the  United  States' Bank  charter,  had 
certainly  shed  some  information  over  the  com- 
maDity  on  the  subject  to  which  he  alluded,  and 
bad  afforded  statements  which  demanded  an  in- 
restigation  before  the  nation.  The  first  he  would 
notice  was  that  relative  to  a  portion  of  stock  held 
by  foreigiiers  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ; 
a  further  iDquiry  into  this  circumstance  became 
now,  when  Congress  was  called  on  to  renew  the 
charter  of  that  institution,  of  very  great  import- 
ance. It  is  recommended  by  the  report  to  contract 
for  placing  our  revenue  deposites  in  the  hands  of 
this  institution,  by  agreeing  for  an  interest  on 
them.  At  that  time  three-fourths  of  this  stock 
was  held  bv  foreigners,  but  the  prices  of  the  Uni- 
ted States'  Bank  stock  has  been  from  London 
quotations  much  higher  regularly  there  than  in 
oar  markets;  it  is  probable,  therefore^  foreigners 
at  this  moment  own  much  more  of  it,  as  it  has 
been  a  more  profitable  remittance  than  bills  or 
produce  to  any  place  we  could  carry  it  under  the 
Orders  in  Council  and  French  decrees.  If  this 
bas  been  the  course,  I  wish  to  know,  said  Mr.  L., 
to  what  extent  it  has  taken  place,  (not  because 
the  evils  are  not  entirely  sufficient  which  this 
country  labors  under  from  suffering  three-fourths 
of  this  prolific  fund  to  be  in  the  hands  of  foreign- 
ers, and  allowing  them  to  drain  more  than  eleven 
per  cent,  on  it  in  specie  from  our  country  annu- 
ally, and  which  has  already  amounted  to  at  least 
tea  millions  of  specie,)  but  also  because  it  may  be 
important  to  know  how  this  institution,  when  the 
stock  shall  all  have  gone  into  foreien  hands,  will 
move  on.  It  is  true  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
bas  in  his  report  told  us  that  foreigners  have  no 
Tote,  this.  I  presume,  is  a  mistake,  as  foreigners 
are  only  prohibited  to  vote  by  proxy ;  if  foreign- 
ers do  not  vote,  and  they  hold  all  the  stock,  the 
iostitation  ends — if  they  do  vote,  they  are  in  pos- 
session of  our  revenues.  On  this  subject  I  will 
state  ope  circumstance,  disclosed  to  a  committee 
of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  be  a  member,  by  a 
gentleman  who  solicited  to  be  heard,  on  the  claim 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  before  that  com- 
mittee. He  told  us  that  the  votes  of  late  years 
gi/en  for  directors  of  the  bank  were  very  few — 
his  truth  und  candor  cannot  be  doubted-— but  the 
disciosare  is  certainly  instructive,  and  proves  that 
this  immense  money  engine  is  at  this  moment 
Wielded  by  a  few  American  citizens^  subordinate 


to  an  immense  majority  of  foreigners.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  charter  to  prevent  the  election  from 
being  made  by  our  American  citizens  only ;  and 
either  that  mode  may  be  adopted  by  foreigners 
of  managing  our  money  concerns,  and  our  reve- 
nues for  us,  or  they  may  perhaps  more  wisely 
send  a  few  of  their  own  countrymen,  who  may 
personally  vote^  for  the  charter  allows  it. 

I  think  too,  sir,  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  has  not  fully  stated  the  profits  of 
this  institution^  when  he  rates  them  at  only  8f  per 
cent,  on  its  capital  often  millions ;  it  is  clear,  from 
the  average  amount  of  discount  debu  beinff  fifteen 
millions,  this  must  be  the  average  dividend  on 
active  capital,  consisting  at  the  time  of  his  report 
of  only  $7,770,000 ;  they  were,  besides  this,  draw- 
ing six  per  cent,  on  $2,230,000  of  their  capital  in 
public  stock,  and  this  is  the  smallest  sum  of  pub- 
lic debt  thej  have  ever  held.  I  wish  to  inquire 
something  into  this  subject  too,  before  we  decide 
on  givine  to  this  foreign  institution  a  further  mo- 
nopoly of  our  money  matters,  which  will  cost  the 
citizens  of  this  country  one  million  of  specie  per 
annum,  as  long  as  it  lasts. 

I  will  also  ask  for  some  further  information. 
An  alarm  has  within  a  few  days  past  been  strongly 
excited,  that  a  refusal  to  continue  the  charter  of 
the  bank  company  of  the  United  States'  Bank, 
would  produce  such  terrible  distresses  as  was 
never  witnessed  before  in  this  country.  One  gen- 
tleman has  been  heard  to  say,  that  unless  it  was 
done,  the  President  would  be  obliged  to  convene 
Congress  specially  for  this  purpose.  We  should 
prepare  to  counteract  those  impressions  of  appre- 
hension, and  to  show,  if  correct  information  can 
be  obtained,  that  there  is  no  cause  of  terror  or 
alarm.  In  order  therefore,  to  obtain  the  necessary 
information,  I  submit  the  following  resolutions, 
which  I  ask  the  immediate  consideration  of: 

"  Kewhed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
requested  to  furnish  this  House  with  Uie  names  and 
titles  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  if  any  document  in  his  office  will  afford  that 
information ;  and,  if  not,  endeaTor  to  obtain  that  infor- 
mation from  the  bank  aforesaid— and  hy  it  before  this 
House  as  soon  as  possible. 

**  Mesolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  also 
be  requested  to  furnish  this  House  with  the  number  of 
shares  Toted  on  at  the  last  election  of  directors,  for  said 
bank,  and  the  names  of  those  voting,  if  to  be  obtained. 

*<  That  he  be  requested  to  state  to  this  House  by  what 
information  he  was  enabled  in  his  report  of  March, 
1809,  to  the  Senate,  to  fix  the  average  of  dividends  of 
said  bank  at  Sf,  precisely  8  13-34th8  per  cent,  per  an- 
num ;  and  also  to  state  the  amount  of  public  stock  or 
other  public  debt  held  by  that  institution  on  each  first 
day  of  January  since  its  operations  commenced. 

"That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  requested  to 
inform  this  House,  what  is  the  amount  of  capital  re- 
tained in  Philadelphia  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  what  the  amounts  thereof  distributed  to  the 
branches  of  that  bank  respectively. 

''  What  have  been  the  average  amounts  of  depositee 
of  public  moneys  in  each  of  those  banks  in  any  pre- 
ceding year,  or  for  the  year  1808,  if  as  practici^le  to 
obtain  it  as  any  other,  and  whether  the  sum  of  $800,- 
000,  stated  in  his  report  aforesaid,  to  be  due  from  the 
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Bute  banks  to  the  United  States  Bank  was  dae  on 
account  of  deposites  of  public  moneja,  or  not" 

Mr.  Love  also  laid  on  the  table,  without  re- 
quiring the  immediate  consideration  of  it,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

*'  Ruolvedt  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  permit  the  de- 
positefl  of  the  revenues  of  the  United  States  to  be  placed 
in  any  bank,  the  stock  of  which  to  the  amount  of  one- 
half  is  held  by  perscms  who  are  not  citiiens  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes." 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  resolutions, 
50  to  30. 

Mr.  dumcT  observed  that  as  the  gentleman's 
object  was  to  obtain  the  names  and  numbers  of 
foreign  stockholders,  the  resolution  was  too  broad. 
It  might  be  that  the  names  of  the  domestic  stock- 
holders were  held  sacred  hj  the  officers  of  the  bank, 
and  that  it  would  be  deemed  improper  to  publish 
them.  If  any  p;reat  public  advantage  was  ex- 
pected to  be  derived  from  obtaining  the  names  of 
the  foreign  stockholders.  Mr.  ^  said  he  was  wil- 
ling to  vote  for  it,  but  not  for  the  domestic.  It 
was  true,  he  said,  that  the  gentlemen  who  at- 
tended before  the  committee  had  admitted  that 
but  few  stockholders  attended  the  election  of  di- 
rectors ;  but  this  proceeded  not  from  their  limited 
number,  but  from  the  confidence  which  was 
placed  in  the  directors  of  the  bank,  and  their  usual 
re-election  without  opposition.  He  moved  to 
amend  the  resolution  by  inserting  the  word  *^  for- 
eign" before  the  word  "  stociholders,"  in  the  first 
resolution. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  resolution  lie 
on  the  table,  alleging,  as  a  reason  for  the  motion, 
the  state  in  which  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday  was  when  the  House  adjourned,  and 
which  rendered  it  absolutely  necessary  to  decide 
on  it  before  any  other  subject  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Lovb's  resolutions  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table.  * 


Trursdat,  April  5. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhba.  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  tae  Wh(4e,  on  the  hill 
for  establishing  post  roads. 

[This  consolidates  all  former  laws  on  the  sub- 
ject into  one  law,  and  makes  considerable  altera 
ations  in  the  present  post  roads,  putfinz  down 
those  which  have  been  unproductive  or  burden* 
some,  and  erecting  others  deemed  necessary.] 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  enclosing  a  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution 
of  the  House,  of  the  2oth  March,  calling  for  in- 
formation on  the  subject  of  impressments  of  Amer- 
ican seamen. 

Mr.  FisK  observed  that  he  had  understood  that 
a  mistake  had  occurred  in  the  passage  of  the  act 
for  taking  the  census  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States,  in  enrolling  it,  so  that  at  present 
it  allowed  nine  instead  of  five  months  (as  agreed 
to  by  the  House)  to  assistants  to  make  their  re- 
turns, and  required  the  marshals,  under  the  pen- 
alty of  eight  hundred  dollars,  to  make  returns  in 
seven  months,  two  months  before  they  could  have 


received  Uiem.    To  remedy  this  error  be  moTed 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

Mr.  Randolpb  seconded  the  motion,  observing 
that  he  had  himself  received  a  letter  on  the  sab- 
ject  from  a  marshal. 

Mr.  Fisk'b  motion  was  agreed  to,  nenu  coa, 
and  Messrs.  Fias,  Pitkin,  and  Macon,  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee,  puraoani  to  the  said  reso- 
lution. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hovae  a  letter 
from  William  Lambert,  proposing,  ahoold  the 
House  think  proper  to  authorize  him,  to  coUtte 
and  publish  a  correct  statement  of  all  the  ques- 
tions of  order  decided  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, since  the  commencement  of  the  existinf 
form  of  Government,  to  the  end  of  the  present 
session  of  Congress.-^Referred  to  Messrs.  Bab- 
sett,  PiTKiM ,  and  Macon,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  statement  o{  the  annual  amount  of  expenditure 
in  relation  to  the  Military  and  Naval  Establisii- 
ments,  from  the  year  1789,  to  the  year  1809;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the*  table. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act 
authorizing  the  sale  and  grant  of  a  certain  qnao- 
tity  of  public  land  to  the  proprietors  of  the  Mid- 
dlesex Canal,  in  the  State  of  MassaehnsettS)"  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  ^An  act  authorizing  the  sale 
and  grant  of  a  certain  quantity  of  public  land  to 
the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company." 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate^  entitled  '^An  act 
to  amend  the  laws  within  the  District  of  Colnni- 
bia,"  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  to  extend  the 
time  for  making  payment  for  the  public  lands  of 
the  United  States,  in  certain  cases,"  reported  the 
same,  without  amendment;  and  the  bill  was 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Mondav  next. 

Mr.  M.,  also,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  providing  for  the  sale  of  eertaia 
lands  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for  other  par- 
poses  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 


Friday,  April  6* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JBNiriNQS, 

Neeolved,  That  the  Secretanr  of  the  Treasary 
be  required  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement 
of  the  amounts  of  the  moneys  which  were  doe 
to  the  United  States  from  individuab  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  years  1807  and  1810,  on  ac- 
count of  the  purchase  of  public  lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 

Orderedj  That  the  Committees  of  the  Whole 
to  whom  were  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Marffaret  Lapsley;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  Tnompson ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mi 
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Yoaog;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Grove  Pomeroy; 
and  the  bill  for  the  relief  ,of  Joho  Minor ;  and 
the  reports  of  the  Coinaiittee  of  Claims  on  the 
petiuoos  of  Lucy  Dixon  and  Arthur  St.  Clair;  be 
severally  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  said  bills  and  reports ;  and  that  they  be  seve- 
rally  referred  to  the  Committee  bf  the  Whole  to 
whom  is  committed  the  report  of  the  said  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  John  Murray. 
Mr.  WiAKLBY  presented  two  memorials  from 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  ^tate  of  Tennessee, 
praying  that  such  measures  mav  be  adopted  by 
the  General  Gk)vernment  as  will  secure  to  them 
the  free  and  unmolested  navigation  of  the  Mobile 
and  Tombigbee  rivers,  of  which  they  are  now 
deprived  by  the  interposition  of  Indians,  through 
whose  country  the  said  rivers  run ;  and  that  pro- 
vision may  be  made  for  extinguishing  the  Indian 
title  to  ^  much  of  the  country  adjacent  to  those 
rivers  as  is  necessary  for  settlements  for  the  pro- 
tection of  boats  passing  up  and  down  the  same. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  FiBK,  from  the  committee  appointed  yes- 
terday, presented  a  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  providing  for  the  third  census,  or  enume- 
tion  of  the  inhahitants  of  the  United  States," 
passed  the  26th  dav  of  March,  1810 ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
the  third  time  to-day. 

Mr.  Lovfi  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Colambia,  presented  a  bill  to  amend  the  act, 
entitled  **An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of 
the  City  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
tea  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  on  the  petition  of  John  Murray,  to  which 
Committee  of  tne  Whole  is  committed  the  reports 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  several  petitions 
of  Lacy  Dixon,  Arthur  St.  Clair,and  David  Black- 
welL  and  the  several  bills  for  the  relief  of  Marga- 
ret Lapsley,  John  Thompson,  John  Minor,  Moses 
YoaDg,  and  Grove  Pomeroy ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  re- 
ported to  the  House  their  disagreement  to  the 
resolution  contained  in  the  report  on  the  petition 
of  said  Murray,  as  follows :  *'  Resolved,  That  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted ;" 
their  disagreement  to  the  resolution  contained  in 
the  report  on  the  petition  of  said  Dixon,  as  fol- 
lows: ""  Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioner ought  not  to  be  granted ;"  their  disagree- 
ment to  the  resolution  contained  in  the  report  on 
the  petition  of  said  St.  Clair,  as  follows :  <<  Re- 
M^^.  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted ;"  and  their  disagreement  to  the 
Tesolotion  contained  in  the  report  on  the  petition 
of  said  Blackwell,  as  follows :  «  Resolved,  That 
^e  praypr  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  grant- 
^f  which  said  several  disagreements  were  con- 
sidered and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Desba,  from  the  said  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  also  reported  several  amendments  to  the 
for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Lapsley ;  which 
nth  Con.  2d  S£ss.— 56 


were  read,  concurred  in  bv  the  House,  and,  toge- 
ther with  the  said  bill,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  D.,  also,  reported  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  Thompson ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Minor ;  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Moses  Young, 
without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  several  bills  he  engross- 
ed, and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  hill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Baynham.  The  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  on  Wednesday  next. 

An  en^^rossed  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  providing  for  the  third  census,  or  enumera- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States," 
passed  the  26tb  day  of  March,  1810,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  on  the  petition  of 
George  Armroyd  and  Company;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  re- 
ported their  agreement  to  the  resolution  therein 
contained;  which  said  resolution  was  read  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioneis  is 
reasonable,  and  ought  to  be  granted. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  be  brought  in,  pursuant  to 
the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
W.  Weymouth.  The  bill  was  reported  with  an 
amendment  thereto;  which  was  read  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 


Saturoat,  April  7. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  a  bill  authorizing  a  loan  of 
money  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  the  amount  of 
the  principal  of  the  public  debt  reimbursable 
during  the  year  1810;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mon- 
day next. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Moses  Young 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Thomp- 
son was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed.  ' 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Minor, 
administrator  of  Reuben  Minor,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Willjam  W. 
Weymouth  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  establish  post  roads; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Commit- 
tee rose,  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  29th  ultimo,  the  report  of  a  select 
committee  on  the  memorial  of  the  stockholders 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  presented  a  bill 
continuing  in  force  for  a  term  of  twenty  years 
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the  act,  entitled  ^*An  act  to  incorporate  the  snh- 
scribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  on 
the  terms  and  conditions  therein  mentioned  j 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

COMMERCIAL  JNTERCOURSE. 

Mr.  Macon,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
that  part  of  the  Message  from  the  President  of 
United  States  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, which  respects  one  foreign  relations,  made 
a  farther  report,  in  part,  of  a  bill  concerning  the 
commercial  intercoarse  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  France  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes.  ' 

The  bill  is  as  follows : 

A  Bill  concerning  the  commercial  intercourse  between 

the  United  States  and  Qieat  Britain  and  France,- 

and  for  other  purposes.- 

8s c.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  third  section  of 
the  act  entitled  *'  An  act  to  amend  and  continue  in 
force  certain  portions  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to 
interdict  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hejreby,  repealed. 

Section  two  proTides  that  all  penalties  heretofore 
incurred  shall,  nevertheless,  be  collected.    • 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case 
either  Great  Britain  or  France  shall,  before  the  third 
day  of  March  next,  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  as 
that  they  shall  cease  to  violate  the  lawful  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  which  fact  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  declare  by  proclamation,  and  if  the 
other  nation  shall  not,  within  three  months  thereafter, 
80  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  in  like  manner,  then  the 
third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  and 
tenth  sections  of  ^e  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  interdict 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  and  France  and  their  dependencies, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  shall,  from  and  after  the  expi- 
ration of  three  months  from  the  date  of  the  proclama- 
tion aforesaid,  be  revived  and  have  full  power  and  effect 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  dominions,  colonies,  or  depend- 
encies, and  to  the  articles  the  growth,  produce,  or  man- 
ufacture of  the  dominions,  colonies,  or  dependencies  of 
the  nation  thus  refusing  or  neglecting  to  revoke,  or 
modify,  her  edicts  in  the  manner  aforesaid. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  time,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading— 51  to  39,  and  made  the  order  of 
the.  day  for  Monday  next. 


MoNOAT,  April  9. 

,  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Johnson  that  the 
House  do  now  adjoarn,  and,  the  question  being 
takep  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative 
—yea  1,  nays  39. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macon, 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  the  twelfth  of  Jannary  last,  commani- 
eating  information  relative  to  the  blockade  of  the 
ports  of  the  Baltic  by  France,  and  the  exclusion 
of  neutral  vessels  by  Russia,  Sweden,  and  Den- 
mark. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  bill 


concerning  invalid  pensioners ;  and  the  same  be- 
inff  read,  were  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended,  and  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittej  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  establish  post 
roads;  and,  after  some  time  spent  tbereiD.  the 
Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  with  amend- 
ments. ■ 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  Garanger; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  J.,  also,  made  a  report,  containing  a  detail-  , 
ed  statement  of  facts  in  relation  to  the  petition 
of  Lewis  and  Charles  Gkiranger. 

CHARLB8  BEAN. 

Mr.  JoHNBON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  detailed  report  on  the  petition  of  Charles 
Bean,  as  follows : 

That  the  petitioneri  captain  of  a  company  in  the  fiist 
regiment,  first  brigade,  and  sixth  divisioa  of  the  militii  i 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  was  appoiai- 
ed  by  Levi  Lincoln,  Esq.,  Lieutenant  GoTemor  tnd 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Militia  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  the  militia  oflicer,  near  the 
port  of  entry  for  the  district  of  York,  to  whom  the  col- 
lector was  to  apply,  if  necessary,  for  assistanoe  to  carry 
into  effect  the  seTeral  embargo  laws,  agreeably  to  an 
act  of  Congress  passed  the  9th  day  of  Januaij,  1809, 
entitled  "An  act  to  enforce  and  make  more  eflectual 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships 
and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States,'  and  the  several  acts  supplementary  thereto ;"  I 
the  written  designation  and  appointment  of  ^e  peti- 
tioner bearing  date  February  1»  1809.    That  on  the 
26th  of  February  1809,  the  petitioner  received  a  let- 1 
ter  from  Alexander  Mclntire,  Esquire,  collector  of  the  | 
port  of  York,  requesting  him  to  go  on  board  the  brig  | 
Betsey,  then  lying  in  the  port  of  York,  (suspicionj  be-  j 
ing  entertained  of  an  intention  of  getting  her  to  sea  in, 
violation  of  the  embargo  laws,)  and  detain  her  until  he, 
should  see  what  further  might  be  done  with  th«  vessel; 
that  the  petitioner,  in  obedience  to  the  commands  o^ 
his  superior  officer,  did  promptly,  and  without  delay,! 
call  upon  the  following  persons  belonging  to  hia  com* 
pany,viz:  John  Parnham,  Henry  Holmars,  Ebenezer| 
Gfrant,  William  Roberts,  John  Monlton,  and  Joeiah 
Moulton,  private  Mldiers,  and  did  go  on  board  saidj 
vessel  vrith  David  Baker,  deputy  inspector  of  the  port 
of  York,  without  committing  any  violence  whatever; 
that,  after  having  been  on  board  of  said  vesael  half  an 
hour,  William  Boyd,  the  reputed  owner  of  the  TesKl,i 
came  on  board,  and  ordered  the  said  David  Baker,  yoorl 
petitioner,  and  those  under  him,  to  quit  his  veasel*  nsingl 
very  harsh  language,  and  threatening  to  raiae  a  iiM>bt^ 
take  the  vessel  from  him ;  that  the  petitioner  with  hi^ 
soldiers  guarded  the  vessel  until  the  tide  had  ebbed  sOj 
much  that  it  was  impossible  she  could  get  out  thati 
tide,  and  then  left  the  wharf;  that  on  the  28th  Febra-, 
ary,  the  petitioner,  his  soldiers,  and  the  deputy  insp^^ 
tor  above-mentioned,  were  arrested  by  a  warrant  issued 
by  Daniel  Sewall,  Esq.,  for  a  riot,  in  entering  ssud  vea^ 
sel,  and  the  next  day  were  carried  before  Jacob  F*iaher; 
Esq.,  of  Kennebunk,  twenty  miles  distant  from  Vork^ 
although  no  less  than  eight  magistrates  of  competent 
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joriwiietion  lired  in  York ;  that  upon  the  trial  of  taid 
pitMecations,  /ustice  Fiaher  declared  the  embargo  laws 
unconftitotioiial,  and  the  order  of  Lerx  Lincoln,  £sq. 
illestl;  and  the  petitioDer,  together  with  the  penong 
acting  under  him,  were  recognised  in  the  sum  of  fifty 
doUan  each,  for  their  appearance  at  the  saperior  conrt 
held  at  York;  that  the  petitioner,  and  thoae  recognised, 
attoided  at  said  supreme  conrt  thirteen  days,  when 
they  were  discharged  hy  the  court,  no  bill  bdng  ibnnd 
against  them  by  Uie  grand  joiy ;  the  petitioner  then 
prays  compensation  for  their  time,  trouble,  and  expen- 
ses incurred.  The  t:ommittee  think  it  reasonable  and 
right  that  the  petitioner  should  be  paid  the  expenses 
oeceasarily  incurred  in  the  improper  interftrenoe  of  the 
magistrate,  and  thoee  prosecuted  with  the  petitioner ; 
and  the  account  rendered,  amounting  to  $210  44,  is 
not  considered  by  the  conunittee  as  exorbitant.  To 
proTe  the  material  facts,  as  stated  in  this  report,  the 
committee  refer  to  the  order  from  Leri  Lincoln,  Bsq., 
the  letter  of  the  roTenue  officer,  the  proceedings  of  the 
court,  and  other  documents  filed  with  the  petition. 
The  committee,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  report  a  bill. 

Mr.  J.  then  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Bean  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com* 
milled  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

APPORTIONMENT  OF  R£ PRESENTATION. 

Mr.  FisK  said  he  rose  to  offer  a'resolatron,  which 
he  had  for  some  time  wished  to  present  for  the 
consideration  of  this  House.  It  is  to  provide  for 
fixing  the  apportionment  of  the  Representatives 
of  the  several  States  according  to  the  third  census. 
T&e  last  ratio  was  one  Representative  for  every 
thirty-three  thousand  souls ;  which  gave  one  han- 
dred  and  forty-two  members  to  this  House — a 
number  as  large  as  may  be  considered  necessary 
for  the  desjpatch  of  legislatico,  or  to  preserve  the 
liberties  ot  the  people.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
next  census  will  give  seven  millions  two  hna- 
dred  thousand  souu,  which,  according  to  the  pres- 
ent ratio  of  representation,  would  give  to  this 
House  two  hundred  and  eighteen  members — a 
greater  number  than  could  be  accommodated 
within  these  walls,  and  a  greater  body  of  men 
tlian  could  progress  with  thebusiness  of  this  House. 

After  the  census  shall  be  taken,  the  amount  in 
each  State  ascertained,  and  the  fractional  ouqbers 
Vqowu,  it  will  be  much  more  difficult  to  fix  the 
ratio  than  at  this  time*,  I  therefore  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  following  resolution.  And  as  it  em- 
braaes  a  subject  of  great  importance,  I  have  no 
objection  that  it  lav  on  the  table  a  few  days  for 
tb«  consideration  ot  the  members : 

JUa^ved,  That  the  apportionment  of  Representatives 
amongst  the  several  Statev,  according  to  the  third  enu- 
neration  of  the  people,  ought  to  be  in  the  ratio  of  one 
Representative  for  every  forty-five  thousand  persons  in 
f^  State,  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring 
ift  &  bill  aooordtngly. 

A  taction  was  made  that  the  resolution  lie  on 

the  table. 

A  motion  was  also  made  to  postpone  it  for  a 
week. 

Mr.  PicKMAif  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution  indefinitely.  He 
thought  the  question  could  be  decided  to  much 


greater  advantage  in  the  two  first  months  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress  than  in  the  two  weeks 
remaining  of  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Macon  was  against  indefinite  postpone- 
ment. Every  one,  on  reflection,  must  be  satisfied 
that  it  would  be  better  to  decide  the  ratio  of  ap- 
portionment now  than  after  the  result  of  the  cen- 
sus was  known.  He  thought  the  resolution  had 
better  have  been  in  blank  as  to  the  ratio.  The 
ratio  might  be  settled  either  by  fixing  the  number 
of  Representatives  of  whom  the  House  should^ 
consist  after  the  next  census,  or  by  fixing  the' 
number  of  souls  which  should  entitle  a  district 
to  a  Representative. 

Mr.  Gold  said,  however  desirable  it  might  be 
at  this  time  to  fix  the  ratio,  he  doubted  very  much 
whether  a  decision  would  now  settle  the  question. 
If  a  law  were  now  to  be  passed,  and  there  should 
be  several  large  fractions  on  any  given  ratio,  there 
would  be  a  strong  disposition  to  alter  the  ratio  at 
the  next  session.  He  thought  it  would  be  expe- 
dient also  to  postpone  the  apportionment,  because 
it  might  be  affected  by  the  proportion  in  which 
the  population  of  the  United  States  may  have 
increased  since  the  last  census,  tvhich  could  not 
be  ascertained  till  after  the  census. 

Mr.  duiNCT  said  he  understood  the  object  of 
the  resolution  to  be  to  settle  a  principle  before  the 
facts  were  ascertained.  Now  it  was  his  opinion 
that  the  House  should  know  the  facts  first,  and 
settle  the  principle  afterwards.  Suppose  the  prin- 
ciple to  be  adopted-^perhaps  one  or  two  States 
might  be  entitled  tobutone  Representative,  whichj 
had  the  ratio  been  fixed  at  forty  thousand,  might 
have  been  entitled  to  two.  This  would  appear 
to  operate  unjustly.  The  House  tnust  know  the 
facts  in  order  fairly  to  apportion  representation. 
The  apportionment  ought  to  be  made  not  merely 
in  relation  to  population,  but  to  the  weight  of  the 
different  States  in  the  Union — and  these  consider- 
ations could  not  have  their  due  weight  till  after 
the  relative  numbers  were  ascertained. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  was  in  favor  of  deciding  on 
the  subject  at  this  session.  He  had  no  fear  of 
difficulty  resulting  from  fractions  remaining  un- 
represented. It  would  be  recollected  that  at  the 
last  apportionment,  Delaware  had  a  fraction  of 
thirty-one  thousand  left,  and  Carolina  twenty- 
nine  thousand.  The  small  States  could  not  object 
to  the  course  proposed ;  for  if  this  question  was 
postponed  till  after  the  census,  and  a  particular 
ratio  should  appear  to  suit  the  returns  of  the  three 
large  States,  they  would  support  it  and  carry  it 
too,  notwithstanding  the  large  fractions  it  might ; 
leave  to  smaller  States.  A  disadvantage  would 
therefore  result  to  the  small  States  from  postpone- 
ment rather  than  from  a  decision  now. 

Mr.  FiBK  said  there  was  one  other  reason  why  . 
an  apportionment  should  be  made  at  this  session, 
viz:  that  it  would  enable  the  State  Legislatures 
at  tueir  ordinary  winter  sessions  to  divide  the 
States  into  districts,  and  not  subject  them  to  the 
necessity  of  an  extra  session  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  LiivERMORE  was  against  indefinite  post- 
ponement, because  he  was  inclined  to  the  opinioa 
that  the  subject  ought  to  be  acted  on  at  this  ses-  ' 
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sioD,  but  wished  the  resolutioa  to  lie  on  the  table 
a  day  or  two.  He  said  he  was  convinced,  from 
bis  experience  in  the  manner  of  doing  busioess 
in  this  House,  that  it  would  take  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress  to  make  the  ap- 
portionment,  if  it  was  postponed  till  after  the  cen- 
sus was  taken.  He  had  rather  the  resolution  had 
been  blank  as  to  the  ratio. 
'  Mr.  FisK  modified  his  motion,  so  as  to  leave  it 
blank  as  to  the  ratio. 

Mr.  BuRWBLL  thought  that  the  present  was  the 
proper  time  to  fix  the  proportion ;  because,  after 
the  respective  numbers  of  each  State  were  re- 
ceived, it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the  larger 
States  to  fix  the  ratio  as  they  pleased,  and  at  pres- 
ent none  of  the  State  jealousies  could  be  brought 
into  action,  which  would,  when  the  returns  were 
actually  made.  To  ^et  over  the  difficulty  said  to 
exist  in  settling  a  principle  before  the  facts  were 
known,  it  was  only  necessary  to  say  that  so  many 
members  should  compose  the  House.  If  the  pop- 
ulation was  smaller  than  expected,  thefe  would 
still  be  the  number  deemed  proper  to  constitute 
the  House ;  and  if  it  was  larger  there  would  be 
DO  great  increase  of  members,  to  the  detriment  of 
public  business.  Mr.  B.  said  he  was  fully  im- 
pressed with  the  necessity  of  acting  on  the  sub- 
ject at  the  present  session.  If  postponed  till  the 
result  of  the  census  was  known,  and  the  particu- 
lar interest  of  each  member  of  the  House  became 
implicated  in  the  decision  of  it,  there  would  be 
extreme  difficulty  in  coming  to  a  decision. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  he  could  not  conceive  any  ob- 
jection to  passing  the  resolution  in  its  present 
shape.  In  this  question  there  was  an  inconve- 
nience on  one  side  and  evil  on  the  other.  It  was 
an  inconTenience  that  the  House  could  not  with 

Srecision  ascertain  the  population  of  the  Unite'd 
tates;  but,  from  the  increase  in  times  past,  the 
increase  for  the  last  ten  yean  might  be  estimated. 
The  evil  of  postponement  on  the  other  hand  was 
great.  Mr.  S.  said  he  bad  been  in  Congress  when 
the  ratio  of  representation  had  been  settled  here- 
tofore, and  he  had  never  seen  a  more  difficult 
question — and  it  ended  at  last  in  a  bargain  be- 
tween the  members  of  the  difierent  States;  and 
from  these  bargains  no  good  could  arise.  He  much 
preferred  deciding  on  the  subject  at  the  present 
session. 

Mr.  Rhea  of  Tennessee  was  anxious  that  the 
subject  should  lie  on  the  table  a  day  or  two,  the 
more  especially  as  there  was  such  a  disagreement 
of  opinion  as  to  the  operation  of  the  raeabure  of 
fixing  the  ratio  beforehand.  Coming  from  a  small 
State  himself,  he  feared  lest  the  principle  should 
operate  to  the  injury  of  the  small  States.  He  said 
he  had  been  much  surprised  at  the  declaration 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  the 
question  would  be  decided  eventually  (if  post- 
phoned)  by  individual  interest.  If  on  such  a  ques- 
tion the  House  was  to  be  governed  by  individual 
interests,  what  was  the  nation  to  expect  from 
them?  This  suggestion  was  another  reason  in 
his  mind  for  the  resolution's  lying  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Smilie  had  spoken  of  human  nature  as  he 
fomod  it,  even  in  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  | 


as  well  as  all  others — a  degree  of  self-concera 
always  influenced  individual  conduct  Whoever 
had  assisted  at  settling  the  representation  of  a 
State  would  conceive  the  difficulty  of  deciding 
these  questions. 

The  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  ws» 
negatived,  ayes  23.  The  motion  to  postpone  to 
Monday  shared  the  same  fate,  aj^es  33.  The  mo* 
tion  to  lie  on  the  table  was  carried — 53  to  41. 


Tuesday,  April  10. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  to  re- 
move the  office  of  collector  of  Tappabannock  to 
Fredericksburg  \  that  of  Niagara  to  Lewistown; 
to  annex  a  part  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  to  the 
collection  district  of  New  York ;  to  establish  a 
new  district,  to  be  called  the  district  bf  St.  Law- 
rence;  to  make  Cape  St.  Vincent's,  in  the  district 
of  Sacketi's  Harbor,  a  port  of  delivery,  and  out 
of  the  district  of  Miami  to  make  a  new  district, 
to  be  called  the  district  of  Sandusky ;  and  for 
other  purposes ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday 
next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson, 

Neaolvedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  more  efiectually  to  provide  for 
the  organization  of  the  militia  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,"  with  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  Nelson,  Mr.  Tdrneb,  and  Mr.  Tall- 
MAOOB,  were  appointed  a  committee,  pursuant  to 
the  said  resolution. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  fixinff  the  compensation  of  public  Ministers, 
and  of  Consols  residioff  on  the  coast  of  Barbary, 
and  for  other  purposes  p'  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mobrow, 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  providing  for  the  printing  and  distributing 
of  suQh  laws  of  the  United  States  as  respects  the 
public  lands;  and  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  fix- 
ing the  compensation  of  public  Ministers,  aod'of 
Consuls  residing  on  the  coast  of  Barbary,  and  for 
other  purposes,'' was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  the  third  time  on  Thursday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Root, 

jRetolvedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  appointing  the  time  (or  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Root,  Mr.  Goodwtn,  and  Mr.  McBrtdc, 
were  appointed  a  committee,  pursuant  to  the  said 
resolution. 

An  engrossed  bill  concerning  invalid  pensioa- 
ers  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments'of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  bill 
to  establish  post  roads  ',  and  the  same  being  read, 
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were  sereraliy  concurred  in  hj  the  House.  The 
bill  was  then  further  amended,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  on  Thursday 
neit. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
Ihatihe  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment," 
with  amendments ;  to  which  amendments  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 


Wednesday,  April  11. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  en- 
titled ''An  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Estab- 
lishment," were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadoe, 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  for  the'relief  of 
Abraham  Whipple  be  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration thereof. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Potter, 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  to  allow  the  bene- 
fit of  drawback  on  merchandise  transported  by 
laad  coDveyance  from  Newport  to  Boston,  and 
from  fioston  to  Newport,  in  like  manner  as  if  the 
same  were  transported  coastwise,  be  discharged 
from  the  consideration  thereof. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment ;"  and 
the  same  being  again  read,  a  motion  was  made 
Ij  Mr.  Bacon,  that  the  following  words,  to  wit : 
'^Section  25,  lines  2  and  3,  strike  out  the  words, 
'  each  postmaster,  provided  each  of  his  letters  or 
packets  shall  not  exceed  half  an  ounce  in  weight,'' 
appearing  to  have  been  an  interpolation  in  the 
amendments  sent  from  the  Senate  after  the  same 
were  received  by  the  House,  be  expunged  there- 
from. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Alston,  that  the 
said  amendment  do  lie  on  the  table:  When  a 
message  was  received  from  the  Senate  informing 
the  House  that  an  inaccuracy  had  taken  place  in 
station  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
"regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment,''  and 
asked  the  return  of  the  said  bill  and  amendments 
to  the  Senate. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Alston,  and  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  the  House  again  re- 
somed  the  consideration  of  the  said  amendment: 
When  the  question  recurred  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Bacon,  before  stated,  and  the  same  being 
taken,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Pitkin,  in  the 
following  words : 

"  On  message  from  the  Senate,  by  their  Secretary, 
raggesting  th&t,  in  stating  the  amendments,  sent  to 
the  Mil,  entitled  <An  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  £s- 
tablifibment,'  an  inaccuracy  had  taken  place,  and  re- 
qaesting  this  House  to  return  the  said  4>ill,  together 
with  the  said  amendments,  to  the  Senate : 

"  Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  do  return  said  bill  and 
smendments  to  the  Senate,  agreeably  to  their  request." 


And  the  question  being  taken  that  the  House 
do  agree  to  the  said  motion,  it^pras  resolved  in  the 
affirmative. 

An  engrossed  bill  providing  for  the  printing 
and  distributing  of  such  laws  of  the  United  States 
as  respect  the  public  land«,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Baynham,  was  read  the  third  time, and  passed. 

Un  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement 
of  the  annual  receipt  into  the  Treasury,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  present  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  the  end  of  the  year  1809,  distinguishing 
the  amount  of  such  annual  receipt  as  may  have 
proceeded  from  the  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage, from  the  internal  revenues,  from  the  direct 
tax,  from  the  sale  of  public  Unds,  and  from  loans; 
together  with  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  debt 
annually  incurred  and  reimbursed  within  the 
same  period. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  returned  to  the 
House  the  corrected  amendments  to  the  bill,  en- 
titled '*An  act  regulating;  the  Post  Office  Estab- 
lishment;" and  informed  the  House  that  the  Sen- 
ate have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  author- 
izing the  discharge  of  John  Kerr  from  his  impris- 
onment," with  amendment ;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  cir- 
cuit courts  of  the  United  States  for  the  district 
of  Maryland,  went  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

COLONEL  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  RANnoLPH  said  that  the  House  was  al- 
ready apprized  of  the  death  of  Colonel  William 
Washington,  in  whom  our  country  had  lost  one 
of  her  most  illustrious  sons.  It  is  very  far  from 
m^  intention,  sir,  said  he,  by  any  amplification  of 
mine  to  lessen  the  impression  of  that  merit  which 
the  bare  mention  of  his  name  is  calculated  to 
make  on  the  mind  of  every  man  who  hears  me. 
It  is  not  the  least  unequivocal  proof  of  that  worth 
that  it  was  not  extinguished  by  the  effulgence  of 
his  great  kinsman's  glory^  with  which  it  was 
daily  brought  into  comparison.  The  reputation 
which  can  stand  such  an  ordeal  as  this,  is  far  be* 
yond  the  praise  or  blame  of  an  humble  indivdaal 
like  roe.  If,  to  the  proposition  which  I  am  aboat 
to  offer,  an  objection  should  arise  in  the  breast  of 
any  man  who  hears  me  on  the  score  of  the  rank 
which  that  gentleman  bore  in  the  late  American 
army,  permit  me  to  suggest  that  it  is  a  testimony 
to  valor  and  not  to  rank.  It  is  not  a  mere  respect 
to  rank  which  I  wish  the  House  to  pay.  It  is  not 
in  rank  to  add  to  the  infamy  of  an  Arnold,  or  to 
the  glory  of  a  Washington.  I  will,  therefore, 
move  the  following  resolution : 

Re$ohedi  That  the  members  of  this  House  do  wear 
crape  on  the  left  arm  during  the  remainder  of  the  ses- 
sion, as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  Wil- 
liam Washington,  late  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  thia 
Rerolutionaiy  aimy. 
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Mr.  Smilie  $aid  be  hoped  there  was  no  man  who 
felt  more  respect  or  gratitude  to  thoisie  men  who 
serTed  their  coAtry  during  the  ReToIutionary 
war  than  he  did,  but  this  resolution  appeared  to 
be  improper  on  several  grounds.  I  agree,  said 
Mr.  S.,  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that 
rank  ahould  have  no  effect  on  the  opinions  of  (he 
members  of  this  House  on  such  a  subject  as  this. 
Butj  is  it  not  singular  that  as  to  the  many  heroes 
who  have  served  us  during  the  Revolution,  who 
have  now  gone  to  their  long  home,  no  notice  has 
been  taken  of  their  merits  by  us,  nor  any  step 
taken  to  confer  upon  them  toe  honor  now  pro- 
posed to  be  conferred  on  this  officer,  whom  I  ac- 
knowledge to  be  meritorious  ?  We  have  seen  a 
Qreene  die,  and  certaiiily  no  man  exceeded  him  in 
rank  or  merit,  the  General-in-Chief  excepted. 
We  have  seen  a  Wayne  also  die;  and  I  do  not 
recollect  that  such  a  tribute  was  proposed  to  anv 
man,  who  served  us  during  the  Revolution.  Shall 
we,  then,  by  passing  this  resolution,  sanction  an 
idea  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Washington  was  en- 
titled to  more  respect  than  others?  Would  not 
the  passage  of  this  resolution  be  considered  as  an 
indirect  censure  on  the  other  Revolutionary  char- 
acters who  have  gone  from  us  ?  When  the  other 
heroes  fall  that  are  still  existing,  we  must,  if  we 
pass  this  resolution,  pay  the  same  respect  to  their 
merits,  or  suppose  them  to  have  been  inferior. 
This  would  introduce  into  the  Legislature  invid- 
ious comparisons,  and,  instead  of  legislating,  we 
shall  be  sitting  as  ju()ges  upon  character.  In 
every  respect,  I  think  the  resolution  objection- 
able. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  resolution  with- 
out further  debate,  and  passed  in  the  neg^ative — 
yeas  30. 

POST  AND  PATENT  OFFICE  BUILDING. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  better  accommoda- 
tion of  the  General  Post  Office,  and  Patent  Of- 
fice, and  for  other  purposes. 

{This*  bill  authorizes  the  President  to  cause  to 
be  purchased  or  erected  a  building  suitable  for 
the  accommodation  of  these  offices.] 

Mr.  Taylor  said  he  was  not  unfriendiv  to  the 
object  of  the  bill;  but,  because  he  thought  there 
were  other  subjects  much  more  urgently  requiring 
the  attention  of  the  House,  he  moved  to  strike 
out  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Q,DiNCY  hoped  the  motion  would  not  pre- 
vail. The  state  of  the  PAtent  Office  was  such 
that  every  gentleman  must  know  that  something 
Qttght  to  be  done  in  relation  to  it;  but,  in  his 
mind^  a  much  more  important  reason  in  favor  of 
the  bill  was  the  present  exposed  state  of  the  pub- 
He  records.  It  was  a  disgrace  to  the  nation  that 
they  should  lie  in  the  state  in  which  they  now 
were,  exposed  to  casualty  from  five-and-twenty 
fires  in  the  same  building,  and  to  all  the  defalca- 
tion resulting  from  their  exposure  in  a  garret. 
The  power  was  given  to  purchase  or  build,  be- 
cause it  was  suggested  that  a  convenient  build- 
ing Qi^ommonly  called  Blodget's  Hotel)  could 
now  be  purchased  at  a  Aow  rate. 


Mr.  Bacom  said  he  was  very  anxious  that  the 
motion  should  not  prevail.  It  would  »ave  no 
time  to  discuss  the  motion  to  strike  oat  the  sec- 
tion, and  he  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Sonth 
Carolina  himself  would  be  convinced  of  thepro- 
prietv  of  acting  on  the  subject.  He  called  upoa 
gentlemen  to  consider  the  luature  of  the  models 
in  the  Patent  Office.  Grentlemen  might  laugh  at 
it,  and  call  it  a  gimerack  afiair,  twt  it  was  the 
depository  of  the  genius  of  the  country.  If  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  it  woirld  be  a  ^eat  Joss  to  the 
country.  The  nation  was  deriving'  from  the  Pat- 
ent Office  a  revenue  of  seven  thousand  dollars  a 
year,  and  it  ou^ht  to  have  such  accommodatioa 
as  the  revenue  it  produced  would  warrant. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  section  vras  nega- 
tived. The  sum  of  twenty-thousand  dollars  wis 
appropriated  for  the  purposes  of  the  bill. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  hill, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading.  54  to  23,  after  an  objection  of  Mr.  Smi- 
LIE  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  in  the  present  state 
of  the  Treasury,  on  account  of  the  appropria- 
tion of  twenty  thousand  dollars  which  it  con- 
tained. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURIK. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  concerning  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  and  France  and  (heir  depea- 
encies,  and  for  other  purposes. — [No.  2.] 

Mr.  Gholson  said  he  could  not  believe  that 
this  assembly  would  consent  to  this  bill  in  its 
present  form,  and  he  felt  strengthened  in  his 
opinion  when  he  recollected  that  they  had  deter- 
mined, after  solemn  debate,  that  they  would  not 
abandon  the  policy  of  the  last  three  years  without 
some  substitute  for  the  measure  at  present  in 
existence.  The  bill  on  the  table  was  in  direct 
hostility  to  (he  sense  of  the  House  as  expressed  on 
that  vote,  for  it  provided  for  the  removal  of  every 
species  of  opposition  to  the  belligerent  edicts* 
By  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  no  opposition 
was  to  be  made  either  to  the  decrees  or  orders  of 
France  or  Great  Britain  till  an  accommodation 
with  her  enemy,  by,  which  accommodation  the 
cause  of  our  difficulty  must  in  some  measure  cease 
before  any  measure  of  resistance  to  the  authors  of 
it  could  be  interposed.  Another  objection  to  this 
section,  Mr.  G.  said,  was,  that  it  held  up  the  honor 
and  character  of  this  nation  to  the  highest  bid- 
der, with  a  view  to  operate  on  the  belligerents  to 
do  us  justice.  Was  this  the  tone  which  a  free 
Government  should  use?  Are  we  sir,  said  he, 
become  so  insignificant  that  we  are  not  only  to 
entreat  but  tp  purchase  justice  ?  If  justice  can 
be  obtained  in  no  other  way  but  by  purchasfe^ 
submission  itself  is  preferable,  to  justice  obtained 
in  this  way.  He  apprehended  that  ererjr  tnsa 
who  had  had  the  slightest  co-operation  in  the 
measures  of  the  Government,  must  have  in  view 
the  freedom  and  liberation  of  the  commerce  of 
his  own  country.  Was  there,  he  asked,  any  ex- 
pectation of  liberating  it  by  submission?  Did 
gentlemen  expect,  by  cowering  before  the  British 
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lioQ  and  Gallic  eagle,  to  free  coimnerce  from  its 
shackles  ?  So  far  from  holding  out  to  the  bel- 
ligerents any  indacement  to  repeal  their  edicts, 
the  bill  passed  would  fasten  them  still  more 
firmly.  To  destroy  the  dangerous  character  of 
the  bill,  he  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  section 
of  the  bill,  and  insert  three  sections,  providing. 
1.  For  a  non-importation  of  British  and  French 
goods;  2.  To  invest  the  President  of  the  United 
States  with  a  provisional  power  to  suspend  the 
law  as  to  either  belligerent  which  should  revoke 
its  edicts ;  and  3d,  to  employ  the  Army  and  Navy 
of  the  United  States  to  enforce  the  system. 

Mr.  Taylor  said  it  was  ver^  probable  that 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  in  the  pro- 
duction of  the  present  bill,  in  their  endeavors  to 
please  everybody,  might  succeed  in  pleasing  no- 
body. It  was  edsy  to  find  fault — it  bad  been  de- 
monstrated that  It  was  more  easy  to  destroy 
than  to  build  up  any  system  or  bill  on  the  sub- 
ject of  our  foreign  relations.  And  if  there  was 
DO  yielding,  no  conciliatory  disposition  afforded 
from  any  quarter  of  the  House,  it  was  certain 
we  should  go  home  and  do  notning  to  save  the 
honor  of  this  nation,  (to  use  the  phrase  so  often 
repeated  to  us  by  the  opposers  of  the  first  bill 
offered  on  this  subject,  and  now  used  against  this 
second  bill,  by  the  gentlemen  last  up.)  I  wish 
the  House  to  act  on  the  state  of  things,  I  would 
say  the  state  of  votes,  as  they  actually  exist ;  I 
wish  no  part  of  the  House  to  give  up  mor^of  opin- 
ion than  the  committee  have  given  up,  no  more 
than  I  myself  have  given  up.  The  House  must 
recollect  my  opinions  expressed  in  the  discus- 
sions OQ  the  first  bill.  The  state  of  things  I  found 
here  on  my  arrival,  at  the  beginning  of  the  ses* 
sion,  forced  and  compelled  a  relinquishment  of 
the  opinions  I  had  set  out  from  home  with.  The 
navigation  bill,  as  it  was  called,  received  my 
support;  it  recdved  the  sanction  of  the  gentle- 
men last  up,  (Mr.  Gholson.)  That  bill  was 
lost  in  the  Senate ;  and  on  tne  questions  for  in- 
sisting and  adhering  the  fear  was  e5c pressed  oil 
this  side  of  the  House,  I  do  not  know  but  the  gen- 
tleman himself  was  one  who  expressed  it.  that 
this  House  was  likely  to  adjourn  at  the  end  of 
the  session  without  leaving  on  record  any  the 
slightest  species  of  protest  or  resistance  against 
the  injurious  and  uajust  orders  and  decrees  of  the 
belligerents.  The  system  in  the  first  bill,  it  «eems, 
was  both  too  strong  and  too  weak ;  and  this  senti- 
ment, strange  as  it  may  appear,  was  not  merely 
entertained  by  different  parries  of  gentlemen  in 
this  House,  but  in  fact  the  very  Hotspurs  for 
energetic  measures,  if  they  participate  in  the 
views  taken  of  this  bill  in  a  speech  which  I  find 
in  the  public  papers — I  say  it  anything  is  to  be 
collected  from  this  very  able  production,  it  is  this 
wonderful  fact :  that  Mr.  Macon's  bill  was  both 
too  strong  and  too  weak  to  suit  the  palate  of  the 
patrons  of  energy.  I  shall  by  and  by  show  which 
of  these  two  qualities  was  most  predominant  in 
their  view  of  it.  You  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
the  bill  I  have  just  spoken  of  was  lost,  and  more 

than  a  fortnight  had  elapsed  after  that  event, 
and  not  untilthis  House  had  resolved  to  adjourn 


on  the  twenty-third  instant,  was  the  bill  bow  be* 
fore  you  offered  by  the  committee.  We  Waited 
as  long  as  we  could,  consistently  with  our  duty, 
for  the  project  of  those  gentlemen  who  had  de- 
stroyed the  first  bill,  and  for  which  I  think  pub- 
lic sentiment  jastly  held  them  responsible.  They 
offered  none,  and  were  gliding  down  the  stream- 
of  time  and  approaching  the  vortex  of  ruin,  ac" 
cording  to  their  ideas,  when  the  system  of  com^ 
mercial  restriction  should  cease,  and  when  not  a 
feftther  of  opposition  or  resistance  was  to  be  held 
up  by  this  Government  against  the  detestable 
and  unlawful  oppression  of  France  and  Great 
Britain  towards  this  unoffending  country.  The 
bill  on  your  table,  sir,  I  kmow  is  not  very  strong ; 
I  am  sure  it  will  nor  suit  the  palates  of  those  who 
are  now  ready  to  vote  iTor  war  with  either  or 
both  of  these  powerful  nations,  if  there  be  indeed 
any  such  in  this  House  ;  and  if  there  are,  I  beg 
them,  I  beseech  rentleraen  in  all  parts  of  this  - 
House,  in  their  deliberations  on  the  course  of  poli- 
cy to  be  adopted  by  this  nation,  to  reflect  on  the" 
situation  of  the  whole  world,  on  our  own  situs* 
tion  ;  for  with  respect  to  the  pMDwer  and  influence 
of  relative  States,  and  their  ambition,  fury,  and 
rage  against  each  other,  at  any  one  period  of 
time,  I  recollect  no  parallel  in  history.  When 
the  Persian  millions  had  crossed  the'  Hellespont 
to  invade  Greece,  there  the  union  of  the  States, 
the  energy  of  the  last  national  nerve,  was  the 
true  policy,  was  in  fact  the  mode  of  resistance, 
sanctioned  by  the  most  sober  and  rational  pru- 
dence ;  when  Philip  of  Macedon  had  marshalled 
his  phalanx,  with  the  avowed  object  of  subjugat- 
ing- those  States,  then  the  energetic  eloquence, 
then  the  inflaming  of  the  passions,  the  stirring  up 
of  the  people  to  rage  and  madness  against  their 
invader,  waa  true  State  policy ;  it  was,  it  ought 
to  have  been  a  business  alone  of  feeling  and 
ardor — rashness  itself  was  prudence.  In  both 
the  contests,  if  they  had  conqoered,  they  knew 
that  even  with  their  remaining  hosts,  thinned  as 
they  would  be  by  battfe,  they  would  have  achieved 
the  freedom  of  their  country;  they  had  but  one 
enemy,  and  him  conquered,  their  country  was 
saved ;  they  had  a  clear,  perceptible,  certain  ob- 
ject to  gain  or  to  lose.  But  how  stands  the  case 
with  us  1  S^uppose  the  measures  wished  for  by* 
some  gentleinen  to  be  adopted,  and  to  be  as  effi- 
cient as  they  have  imagined  them  to  be ;  suppose 
by  commercial  restrictions  we  should  so  impov- 
erish the  one  nation  as  to  render  it  an  easy  prey 
to  the  other,  or  suppose  the  same  effect'  should 
be  produced  by  actual  warfare,  are  we  sure  that 
the  power  thus'  acquired  by  our  victorious  ally 
might  not  be  turned  against  ourselves,  impover- 
ished and  weakened  as  we  should  be  in  our  very 
exertions  to  give  to  that  ally  the  command  over 
our  destiny  and  over  the  destiny  of  the  world"? 
I  disregard,  I  set  down  for  nothing,  any  promises 
or  excuses  of  either  of  these  nations,  which  they 
now  make  by  w^y  of  redressing  or  justifying  the 
course  of  conduct  they  have  pursued  against  us. 
Freedom  of  the  seas,  or  the  defence  and  protec- 
tion of  themselves,  of  us,  and  of  all  the  world, 
from  the  power  of  France — ^all  mere  cant.    The 
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one  destroys  as  far  as  be  can  the  freedom  of  the 
seas,  ID  order,  as  he  says,  to  obtain  it,  and  the 
other  tramples    and    oppresses  all  within    her 
f)Ower  to  prevent  them  from  being  oppressed  by 
^Dother.    Let  us  remember  the  fate  ot  the  flour- 
ishing Syracuse.   She  too  had  her  men  of  energy  ; 
■she  was  fouod  alternately  on  the  side  of  Rome  and 
of  Carthage ;  she  too  had  her  party  divisions ; 
\she  too  had  an  extensjve  commerce,  a  reputation 
for  science  and  the  arts ;  and  what  did  all  these 
oivail  her — did  one  party  or  the  other  save  the 
nation?   Did  her  wealth  and  commerce, and  her 
immense  resources,  aided  too  by  the  the  abilities 
-of  an  Archimedes,  save  her?    No  sir.    After 
serving  for  the  convenience  of  the  one  and  the 
•other  of  these  Powers,  even  before  the  victory  was 
^decided  between  the  rivals,  she  fell  never  to  rise 
«gain.    Will  gentlemen  recollect  that  we  have 
a  Rome  and  a  Carthage  in  our  day  ?    And  that 
our  obvious  policy  is  neither  to  dissipate  our 
strength  by  actual  warfare  against  the  one  or  the 
other,  nor  against  both ;  neither  to  diminish  the 
resources  of  our  Government  nor  the  comfort  and 
wealth  of  our  citizens  by  commercial  warfare, 
which  as  far  as  we  have  had  experience  with  re- 
spect to  vi^or  and  perseverance  of  this  Legisla- 
ture itself,  in  continuing  one  of  the  most  efficient 
systems  that  ever  was  adopted,  and  as  far  as  our 
experience  for  the  last  year  will  go  as  to  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  minor  system  which  followed  the 
first — I  say,  as  far  experience  goes  we  can  safely 
say.  that  that  system  which  would  be  efficient 
witn  one  of  the  belligerents,  and  with  but  one, 
we  will  not  execute  to  the  end ;  and  the  other 
which  affects  in  no  way  coercively  either  of  our 
opponents,  but  distresses  oorselvesexceedingly.  we 
cannot  execute.    The  amendment  now  proposed, 
is  intended  to  continue  that  part  of  the  latter  sys- 
tem the  most  difficult  to  be  executed,  the  non- 
importation of  British  and  French  gooas.     Why 
will  gentlemen  persevere  in  placing  a  stumbling 
block  to  the  morals,  perhaps  a  bar  to  the  affec- 
tions of  the  people  to  their  Government  ?    Why 
is  this  coercive  system  to  be  continued,  which^ 
on  a  former  occasion,  I  think  I  demonstrated, 
operated  unequally  on  different  sections  of  our 
community,  and  which  it  requires  no  demonstra- 
tion to  show  will  increase  the  difficulties  in  the 
finances  of  the  nation  ? 

The  combined  effects  of  the  unjust  conduct  of 
the  nations  of  Europe,  and  of  our  own  law,  has 
occasioned  you  to  encounter  for  the  current  year 
a  deficit  of  nearly  four  millions  of  dollars  for  the 
public  exigency';  a  further  deficit  is  anticipated 
m  the  exigencies  of  the  next,  and  if  the  amend- 
ment is  adopted  having  the  double  effect  of  shut- 
ting up  your  Treasury  to  the  receipt  of  three- 
fourths  or  your  revenue  by  impost,  and  also  the  in- 
curring of  three  or  four  millions  more  of  expense 
for  the  support  of  the  rotten  Navy  to  execute  the 
law,  fori  understand  it  is  a  favorite  project  of  some 

fentlemen  to  employ  the  Navy  for  this  durpose — 
say,  sir,  if  this  amendment  is  adopted  and  the 
policy  connected  with  it  pursued,  the  borrowing 
of  ten  millions  I  venture  to  say  will  not  meet  the 
public  demiand  for  that  year.    Will  this  policy, 


added  to  the  irritations  on  account  of  the  unpop- 
ularity of  the  non-importation  law,  in  some  parts 
of  the  countrv,  tend  to  energize  your  Governmeot, 
tend  to  attach  the  people  to  your  Administratioal 
No,  sir,  you  may  go  on  borrowing,  and  increasing 
your  taxes  (the  very  system  we  deprecated  wheo 
we  were  out  of  power)  till  the  people  will  be  dis- 
gusted with  your  conduct,  till  the  reins  will  drop 
from  your  nerveless  hands,  and  the  disgust  roaj 
become  so  extreme  (which  God  forbid  !)  that  it 
may  be  extended  not  only  towards  you,  but  to- 
wards the  form  of  Government  which  you  hafe 
administered.  As  much  as  I  deprecate  war,  is 
impolitic  as  I  think  it  would  be  for  us  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  world,  I  would  infinitely  prefer 
it  against  one  or  against  both  of  the  belligerents 
to  the  policy  now  proposed.  For  in  war  we 
should  nave  the  bustle,  the  stretch  of  action,  the 
enthusiasm  which  would  excite  the  hatred  of  oar 
people  towards  the  enemy,  rather  thaQ  towards 
our  own  Government.  But  I  am  for  neither  of 
these;  I  am  for  nursing  the  energy  and  the  re- 
sources of  the  nation,  rather  than  prematurelf 
wasting  or  dissipating  them. 

I  am  for  preparing  hj  prudent  economy,  and 
a  wary  and  careful  administration  of  our  Repub- 
lican form  of  Government,  for  that  great  trial 
which,  even  when  in  the  matured  state  of  oar 
manhood  may  exercise,  our  whole  and  undivided 
strength.  When  the  leagued  blood-hounds  of 
Europe — leagued  by  mutual  consent  in  a  crusade 
against  republicanism,  or  more  probablv  anited  by 
conquest  into  one  huge  monster — shall  assail  our 
last  asylum  of  liberty,  then  will  the  undivided  af- 
fections of  our  people  to  its  Government,  then 
will  a  Treasury  unburdened  with  loans  and  public 
debt  and  a  country  rich  and  ample  in  its  resources, 
stand  you^  or  whosoever  shall  administer  our  Gov- 
ernment, in  ffood  stead.  The  nerve  and  sinew  of  the 
nation  will  be  unbroken,  and  in  t|iatday  we  shall 
be  terrible  to  our  enemies.  Buttlie  contrary  system 
would  render  us  indifferent  and  careless,  would  ren- 
der us  divided  and  nerveless  in  such  a  crisis.  Then, 
sir,  upon  a  retrospection  of  the  energy  which  some 
gentlemen  so  loudly  call  for,  you  or  your  succes- 
sors will  condemn  and  deplore  the  premature  ex- 
ertions of  the  nation,  and  this  spirit  attempted  to 
be  conjured  up  now  will,  in  the  minds  of  the  re- 
flecting, receive  the  stamp  of  rashness  and  folly. 
But,  suppose  my  fears  of  the  approach  of  so  try- 
ing and  awful  a  crisis  unfounded ;  is  it  wise  or 
safe  to  continue  the  demoralizing  system  of  non- 
intercourse,  which  holds  out,  as  has  often  been 
said,  a  bounty  to  the  smuggler?  If  Bonaparte,  ab- 
solute as  he  is,  could  not  prevent  the  smuggling 
of  British  goods  into  the  Continent,  which  he  now 
commands,  what  prospect  of  success  is  there  for 
us,  acting  under  our  free  form  of  Government? 
With  the  equipment  of  your  whole  fleet,  includ- 
ing gunboats,  your  exertions  would  be  futile,  aod 
a  cordon  formed  of  all  your  regulars  on  the  lines 
of  Canada  would  be  unavailing. 

Is  this  amendment  proposed  to  the  bill  intended 
to  compromit  this  House  to  give  as  it  were  an 
implied  assumpsit  that  we  shall  not  reduce  the 
Navy  and  Army  ?    If  this  promise  is  to  be  given, 
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why  attach  it  to  this  bill  ?  Wh^  embarrass  a  sub- 
ject already  too  embarrass! OS?  For  my  part,  if 
this  porpose  is  to  be  effected,  I  would  much  rather 
that  the  propositioo  should  come  isolated,  to  stand 
or|fall  by  its  own  merits ;  or,  if  it  must  be  attached 
to  a  bill  on  some  other  subject,  I  should  prefer 
seeing  it  attached  to  a  bill  for  earryioe  into  effect 
an  lodian  treaty,  to  the  post  office  bill,  or  to  any 
other  bill  of  mioor  importaoce,  to  the  bill  on  your 
table.  But  the  bill  before  you  is  too  weak  and 
the  amendment  is  offered  to  make  it  stronger.  I 
will  remiod  the  gentleman  of  the  fate  of  the  first 
bill  from  the  Foreign  Relations  Committee. 

The  very  men  who  wished  to  be  considered 
ezclasively  as  the  men  of  energy  (I  speak  not  of 
aoy  in  this  House)  made  the  same  objection  to 
that  bill.  But  when  the  posthumous  reasons  for 
the  rejection  of  that  bill  are  found,  and  they  are 
to  be  found  in  some  four  or  five  columns  of  a 
newspaper  now  before  me,  what  are  they  ?  After 
a  flourish  about  the  efficiency  of  the  embargo 
and  the  disgrace  we  encountered  in  taking  it  off, 
and  an  unfair  effort  to  throw  this  disgrace  off  the 
shoulders  of  one  set  of  gentlemen  and  place  it  on 
the  shoulders  of  others,  we  come  to  the  luminous 
arguments  against  the  bill.  The  whole  burden 
of  the  song  then  is,  the  danger  of  retaliation  by 
other  nations.  Would  you  believe  it,  sir,  that 
same  milk-and-water  system,  which  was  at  one 
breath  nothing,  worse  than  nothing — a  mere  petty 
commercial  restriction,  to  be  &spised  in  the 
House,  and  out  of  it,  all  at  once  a  perfect  torch 
of  discord  throughout  the  world !  A  sudden  panic 
seizes  its  despisers ;  alarms  and  fears  and  horrors 
sncceed,  lest  the  belligerents  should  retaliate  upon 
us  this  trifling  commercial  restriction. 

Are  men  so  blind  as  to  suppose  that  the  people 
will  not  see  through  their  energy?  Will  the 
people  believe  them  sincere,  when  they  talk  about 
arming,  convoys,  war  itself,  when  this  little  bu^- 
Uar  thus  appals  them  ?  It  was  however  by  this 
blowing  cold  and  blowing  hot,  that  the  project 
contained  in  the  first  bill  was  destroyed.  May 
not  the  same  weapons  defeat  this,  and  bring  about 
the  prediction  of  those  who  have  prophesied  that 
we  shall  go  from  this  place  leaving  not  a  letter 
on  record  in  protestation  against  the  injuries  we 
have  received  ?  The  Committee  will,  1  hope,  ex- 
cuse a  little  digression  I  am  here  obliged  to  make. 

Certain  gentlemen,  to  relieve  themselves  from 
the  charge  which  public  opinion  has  brought 
against  them  for  giving  up  the  embargo,  are  kind 
enough  to  a  few  of  us^  as  supposing  we  have 
strong  backs,  to  place  this  burden  of  disgrace  on 
those  who  refused  to  fit  out  the  Navy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  execute  the  law.  I  was  one  of  those 
who  refused  to  pour  into  the  rotten  hulks  and  to 
scatter  in  the  wasted  'navy  yards  of  the  United 
States  the  whole  treasury  of  the  nation. 

Will  gentlemen  remember  that  a  part  of  the 
Navy  was  in  requisition — was  actually  at  sea  at 
the  period  of  the  repeal  of  the  embargo  and  for 
iDonths  before — how  many  embargo  breakers  did 
they  bring  back?  But,  thank  God,  this  rage  for 
pouring  into  the  mud,  into  the  rotten  hulks  of  the 
^lavy,  the  whole  revenue  of  the  country,  is  abat- 


ing—a spirit  of  economy  has  been  avowed  on 
both  sides  of  the  House.  It  augurs  well  for  the 
nation.  But,  concerning  the  breaking  down  of 
the  embargo :  Let  the  truth  come  out.  Neither 
this  plea  nor  the  other  miserable  one  of  the  fear 
of  insurrections,  and  what  not,  will  do.  The  em- 
bargo was  as  fully  expected  in  the  port  of  Boston 
as  at  New  York,  Baltimore,  or  Charleston.  The 
worthv  old  gentleman,,  the  naval  officer  of  the 
port  ol  Boston,  who  boasted  of  the  name  of  Wash* 
iNGTON  on  his  com  mission,  acted  up  to  the  patriot* 
ism,  and  spirit  of  the  giver  of  that  commission, 
notwithstanding  the  loud  clamor  of  the  Legisla- 
ture then  sitting  in  that  very  town.  It  was  not 
the  inexecution  of  the  law,  nor  the  panic  which 
made  some  give  way,  when  the  proposition  for 
that  purpose  was  offered  by  one  connected,  by 
more  than  political  ties,  with  our  denunciators, 
and  with  whom  they  acted  and  voted.  •  The  em- 
bargo repealed  itself.  The  wants  created  by  it  to 
foreigners,  and  the  accidental  failure  of  crops  in 
England,  had  reduced  the  thing  in  one  article  to 
plain  calculation,  the  vote  of  this  House  to  repeal 
the  law  gave  from  four  to  five  dollars  rise  on  each 
barrel  offlour.  This  was  the  weight  that  pulled 
us  down.  Let  me  be  understood,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, in  making  this  defence  of  my  friends  with 
whom  I  acted,  that  I  tax  with  no  unworthy  mo- 
tive those  of  this  House  or  the  other  who  repealed 
the  embargo.  This  matter  of  calculation,  this 
certain  bonuSf  was  as  well  understood  out  of  the 
House  as  in  it.  The  sense  and  opinion  of  our 
constitnents  on  the  subject  might  honorably  be 
plead  in  excuse  for  a  change  of  sentiment  by  any 
member ;  nor  would  I  wish  to  charge  either  the 
representatives  or  constituents  of  the  wholewheat 
and  flour  country  with  a  change  of  opinion — there 
were  many  inatanees  of  disinterestedness  appar- 
ent in  our  proceedings  (perhaps  our  opponents 
would  call  it  siubborness)  on  that  memorable  oc- 
casion. 

But  to  return  to  my  objections  to  the  resisting 
and  restrictive  system  proposed  by  way  of  amend- 
ment to  the  bill — it  will  operate  unequally  on  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  Union.  Why  will  gentlemen, 
under  the  pretence  of  resistance,  wish  to  tax  my 
constituentsand  the  people  generally  of  the  South- 
ern States,  by  wav  of  giving  a  bounty  on  the  in- 
dustry of  the  northern  and  eastern  sections  of  the 
Union.  We  are  not  calculated  for  manufactures* 
The  little  we  do,  we  do  through  choice,  and  from 
interest  and  convenience,  or  from  patriotism,  if 
you  please ;  but  we  wish  for  no  compulsion  from 
our  own  Government;  a  compulsion,  too,  exclu- 
sively operating  on  us,  and  to  the  exclusive  ad- 
vantage of  another  part  of  the  country. 

Of  the  provisions  of  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration, I  hav^e  already  said  that  they  are  not 
very  coercive  on  our  enemy,  and  a  better  quality 
they  have,  is,  they  are  not  very  coercive  on  our- 
selves. The  first  section  completely  does  away 
all  Testiges  of  the  partial  and  ineffectual  embargo, 
contains  in  the  non-intercourse  law.  The  de- 
murrage on  our  shipping,  even  for  the  few  remain- 
ing days  of  the  session,  is  stated  by  merchants  as 
extremely  heavy  on  them.    The  market  for  their 
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flaxseed  after  seeding  time  in  Europe,  will  utterly 
fail.  The  near  approach  of  the  next  harvest  in 
England  will,  it  is  supposed,  materially  affect  the 
price  of  wheat  and  flour  there ;  the  sooner  they  ^et 
there,  the  more  will  our  country  gain  in  the  price 
of  these  articles.  The  ohject,  I  confess,  is  not  a  yery 
grand  one ;  but  if  at  the  end  of  the  session  this  state 
of  things  is  to  succeed,  and  I  have  beard  no  one 
avow  a  determination  to  continue  this  part  of  the 
non-intercourse  law.  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  now  under  consideration, 
gives  it  up ; — if  then  it  is  to  be  given  up,  why  not 
do  it  instantly,  as  we  know  that  thereby  we  shall 
work  a  great  conrenience  to  our  citizens'? 

The  second  section,  saving  penalties  ai^d  for- 
feitures under  the  embargo  and  nos-intercourse 
laws,  I  expect  will  not  meet  with  an  objection 
from  any  quarter  of  the  House. 

I  do  n 01  apprehend  that  there  is  to  be  found  in 
this  House  a  sympathy  for  law  breakers,  for  men 
whose  cupidity  has  inauced  them  to  disregard  all 
obligation,  moral  or  patriotic ;  and  as  their  nefar- 
ious conduct  has  in  many  instances  heen  crowned 
with  pecuniary  success,  they  ought  to  be  made 
to  pay. 

The  third  section  of  the  bill  may  have  some 
singularity  in  its  provisions— and  I  expected  in 
offering  it  to  encounter  the  old  objections  against 
delegating  the  power  to  legislate  to  the  President. 
This  section  requires  the  President,  on  the  hap- 
pening of  certain  contingencies,  (to  wit,  if  eithe^ 
of  the  belligerents  shall  revoke  or  so  modify  their 
edicts  as  that  they  shall  cease  to  violate  our  neu- 
tral commerce,)  to  issue  his  proclamation,  notify- 
ing that  event ;  three  months  after  which  procla- 
mation, the  other  belligerent  not  revoking,  dbc., 
her  decrees  against  us,  is  to  come  under  the  re- 
strictions of  the  old  non-intercourse  law,  so  far 
as  respects  our  importations  from  her.  In  other 
words,  the  sections  of  the  old  non-intercourse  law 
respecting  importation  are  to  be  revived.  The  re- 
voking of  the  decrees  may  be  termed  a  condition 
absolute,  and  in  such  a  case,  so  far  from  the  Pre- 
sident legislating  on  the  subject^  he  would  not  be 
called  upon  to  exercise  what  might  be  termed  his 
sound  omcial  discretion,  except  as  the  proof  of 
the  certainty  or  uncertaitny  of  the  fact  of  the  de- 
crees being  withdrawn.  In  this  point  of  view  he 
would  be  only  executing  a  duty  expressly  and  de- 
finitively assigned  him. 

As  to  the  contingency  which  may  be  called  in- 
definite, to  wit,  the  modification  of  the  decrees  in 
such  luanner  and  to  such  extent  as  that  they  shall 
cease  to  violate  our  neutral  rights,  although  the 
nranner,  the  extent,  the  certainty,  or  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  modification,  are  to  be  judged  of  by 
the  Executive,  and  in  this  he  is  to  use  his  sound 
discretion  and  to  declare  his  conviction,  that  the 
state  of  things  has  been  produced  by  these  modi- 
fications ;  and  this  state  of  things,  to  wit,  the 
ceasing  to  violate  our  neutral  commercial  rights, 
is  as  definite  in  the  one  condition  as  in  the  other, 
and  the  duty  is  not  discretionary,  bnt  imperative  on 
him  to  issue  his  proclamation  on  the  happening 
of  such  a  state  of  things.  This  doty  has  often 
been  required  of  the  Executive  to  as  great  extent, 


though  perhaps  not  in  precisely  a  similar  maoDer. 
The  power,  or  rather  the  duty  of  declaring  a  law 
to  be  suspended,  approaches  nearer  to  legislation 
than  in  this  instance,  and  certainly  the  declaring 
the  end  of  the  suspension  or  the  time  when  the 
law  shall  begin  again  to  operate,  is  an  act  similar 
to  the  one  required  in  this  bill,  to  be  performed bj 
the  President.    As  to  the  policy  of  the  provisioDs 
in  this  section,  I  will  observe  that  in  the  embar^ 
and  non-intercourse  laws,  the  President  was  re 
quired  to  tender  to  the  belligerents  the  very  pro- 
position herein  contained.  The  offering  that  com- 
mercial restrictions  should  be  enforced  against 
one  and  not  against  the  other,  if  the  one  or  the 
other  should  cease  to  injure  our  neutral  commerce. 
This,  by  frequent  enactment  by  the  Legislature, 
has  become  as  it  were  a  kind  of  State  policy— 
Erskine's  arrangement  was  made  under  it.  and 
you  know,  sir,  that  act  of  our  Executiye  was  much 
applauded  on  all  sides,  till,  the  British  Govero- 
ment  broke  their  faith  to  us  and  disavowed  it. 
For  more  than  three  ^ears  we  hare,  according  to 
the  distorted  expressions  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia^  (Mr.  Qholson,)  held  ourselves  up  for 
sale  to  either  of  the  belligerents,  and  that  gentle- 
man voted  for  the  laws  containing  that  poller. 
We  offered  ourselves  not  for  sale  but  for  fairne- 
gotiation,  on  perfectly  neutral  grounds—and  eten 
the  ill  success  we  have  had  is  highly  honorable 
to  titis  nation  and  its  Grovernment,  inasmuch  as 
the  rejection  of  the  offer  by  both  is  proof,  not- 
withstanding all  the  abuse  which  has  been  poured 
out  upon  us,  that  we  were  impartial,  that  we  were 
indeed  neutral,  that  we  proceeded  without  the 
connivance  or  direction  of  either ;  and  to  them 
both  we  moved  pari  passu.    I  am  for  coDtinoiog 
that  policy,  but  in  a  different  manner.    The  com- 
mercial war  we  have  waged  against  both  has 
been  extremely  inconvenient  to  ourselves,  with- 
out attaining  the  ultimate  end  with  either  of  the 
belligerents.    We  have  made  an  experiment  of 
this  plan  of  fighting  both  nations — it  won't  do. 
Both  the  nations  with  whom  we  are  contending 
know  very  well— every  member  of  this  House 
knovrs,  we  are  overmatched  in  this  contest  with 
both  nations ;  with  all  the  world  in  fact.    Why 
shall  we,  from  vain  pride  and  from  unyielding 
obstinacy,  continue  our  fruitless  exertions  against 
both  1    [  say  the  policy  of  this  section  is  more 
rational  and  equally  honorable  for  our  nation. 

In  this  we  may  ble  considered  to  say,  to  France 
and  Great  Britain — ^  We  cannot  fight  yon  both, 
we  will  go  on  doing  the  best  we  can,  we  viU 
not  restrain  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  ooi 
citizens,  which  will  be  furthering  your  policy, 
but  we  are  not  the  less  indignant  at  the  injuries 
we  have  received ;  and  if  one  or  the  other  of 
you  will  stand  by  and  see  fair  play,  we  will  fisfl^t 
the  other  in  the  way  that  suits  ourselves.  Wliile 
you  are  both  hostile  to  us  we  will  have  nothing 
to  do  with  your  quarrels;  but  do  us  justice  and 
show  us  the  respect  we  deserve  as  an  independ- 
ent nation,  and  then,  when  there  shall  be  but  one 
foe,  we  will  contend  " 

In  transactions  among  individuals  such  a  course 
would  not  be  dishonorable.    If  I  was  opposed  ifl 
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mj  vay  by  two  buUies  hosiile  to  Mch  other,  bat 
botii  determiDately  hostile  to  me,  if  I  could  avoid 
tbe  contest  asaiost  both  I  should  cerlaialy  not  be 
disgraced;  if  in  resentment  of  the  injuries  I  had 
receiTed  I  said,  in  the  terms  of  this  bill.  I  cannot 
fifht  you  both — the  contest  is  unequal,  but  if  one 
ofyoQ  will  pay  me  that  respect  and  afford  me 
that  jasiice  I  am  entitled  to,  1  will  contend  with 
the  other,  whichever  he  may  be ;  I  should  show 
both  my  impartiality  and  that  becoming  self  re- 
spect aod  true  courage  which  tbe  Qod  of  nature 
has  wisely  implanted  in  the  human  breast  for  his 
self-defence  and  self-preservation.  But  to  spenjt 
foriberofthe  diplomatic  policy  which*  we  nave 
pursued :  I  suspect  (thoush  I  cannot  pAtively  say 
that  it  is  tbe  case)  that  the  treaty-making  power 
has  erer  till  now  pursued  that  policy,  ana  that 
both  io  the  instructions  to  Mr.  Pinkoey  and  Mr. 
Armstrong  that  policy  has  been  continued;  and 
it  is  probablei  if  there  be  any  truth  in  the  rumorf 
of  treaties  DOW  making  on  both  sides  of  the  British 
CbaDDel,  that  on  the  very  terms  of  this  section 
they  will  be  made.  How  responsible  shall  we  be 
Id  going  home  without  giving  the  Executive  the 
pover  of  fulfilling  his  promises  to  foreign  Go  v- 
ernmeiits,  and  of  j^erbaps  gaining  thereby  ad  van* 
tageoos  treaties  with  one  or  both  of  thpse  Powers ; 
when,  too,  these  promises  were  made  in  obedience 
to  the  spirit  and  letter  of  your  law  on  this  sub- 
ject! 

I  conclude,  sir,  that  the  good  faith,  which  as  a 
branch  of  the  Government  we  owe  to  another 
braoch  of  it,  the  good  faith  which  we  as  a  nation 
owe  to  other  nations  of  the  world,  require  imper- 
aiifelyatour  hands  the -provisions  of  this  section 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Garland  said  that  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  trespass  on  much  of  the  time  of  the  Committee. 
but,  as  he  dbapproved  in  part  of  the  original  bill 
and  tbe  amendment,  he  would  ask  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  until  he  stated  some  of  those 
objections.  He  said  his  friend  from  Virginia  f  Mr. 
Gbolson)  had  built  up  in  his  own  mind  a  phan- 
tom of  honor  or  resistance,  which  turned  out  to 
be  the  old  imperfect  non-intercourse,  which  had 
sunk  millions  for  the  agriculturiats  of  this  coun- 
try, and  had  sunk  much  of  the  honor  of  this  na- 
tion, while  it  had  produced  nothing  beneficial. 
How  long  (asked  Mr.  Grw)  will  this  nation  run  the 
round  of  extravagance  and  folly  ?  Will  not  gen- 
tlemen profit  by  experience,  and  abandon  this  re- 
strictive system,  which  has  been  so  injurious  to 
tbe  nation  7  Mr.  G.  said  he  had  supposed  there 
was  not  a  man  in  the  natipn  that  contemplated 
the  continuing  the,  non-intercourse  longer  than 
the  end  of  the  present  session  of  Congress;  but, 
strange  as  it  might  appear,  that  measure  was 
again  brought  forward,  and  the  nation  asked  to 
re-eoactit,  and  to  employ  the  land  and  naval  force 
of  the  United  States  to  enforce  its  provisions. 
Mr.  G.  said  he  thought  that  it  would  better  com- 
port with  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  nation  to 
employ  the  land  and  naval  force  in  the  protection 
of  OQr  rights  by  resisting  the  encroachments  of 
our  enemies,  in  preference  to  imposing  restric- 
tions on  ourselves,  which  have  no  effect  ob  oiu 


enemies.  Mr.  G.  said  he  objected  to  the  original 
bill,  as  being  too  weak  a  measure.  He  wished 
to  adopt  something  of  energy,  and  asked  if  it 
would  then  be  in  order  to  move  an  amendment 
to  the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  third  section,  for 
the  porposeof  inserting  a  new  one.  [The  Cbatr- 
MAN  said  the  amendment  could  not  be  received 
until  a  question  was  first  taken  on  the  amendment 
ofiered  by  the  geatleman  from  Virginia-- Mr. 
Gbolsok.]  Mr.  G.  then  said  that  he  hoped  the 
amendment  offered  by  his  friend  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Grolson)  would  be  rejected,  and  that  thea 
he  would  move  his  amendment;  and  for  the  in* 
formation  of  the  Committee  he  would  read  in  his 
place  the  amendment  which  he  contemplated  of- 
fering, which  was  to  strike  out  the  third  section 
of  the  original  bill  and  insert: 

**And  be  itfiniher  enacted,  That  the  President  of 
the  United  Stetes  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  employ  the  publie  armed  vessels  of  ^ 
United  Slates  to  convoy  toe  ships  and  vesseb  belong- 
ing io  any  dtisen  or  cittsens  of  the  United  Btatee,  la- 
den with  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  the  growth, 
TOoduce,  or  mannfbctnre  of  the  United  States  or  ^eir 
Tenitories,  the  property  of  snoh  citiasn  or  cttisens: 
Provided  alwaySf  That  such  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, are  not  conttaba^d  of  war,  and  that  the  ship 
or  vessel  on  board  of  which  they  are  laden  is  not  boond 
to  a  port  blockaded  by  a  belligerent  Power:.  And  pr<h 
videa  further,  That  such  ship  or  vessel  is  not  bound 
to  any  port  or  place  belonging  to  any  nation  having 
in  force  orders,  edicts,  or  decrees  against  neutral  rights, 
in  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations,  nor  to  anv  port  or 
[dace  in  'the  actoal  possession  of  such  nation. 

Mr.  G.  said,  that  at  a  proper  time  he  would  sub- 
mit to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  the 
amendment  which  he  had  just  read.  He  said 
that  it  was  calculated  to  protect  tbe  honor  of  the 
nation  and  the  rights  of  the  citizens,  and  it  waa 
that  kind  of  protection  which  the  nation  had  it  in 
its  power  to  afford,  and  which  the  citizen  had  a 
right  to  expect.  Mr.  G.  said,  he  was  persuaded 
that  if  this  nation  would  only  take  a  manly  atti- 
tude,  all  our  differences  with  the  European  na* 
tions  would  be  shortly  settled ;  that  our  commerce 
would  be  restored,  and  that  the  Treasury  of  the 
nation  would  be  replenished;  but  so'lon^  as  we 
pursued  this  indecisive  course  of  imposing  re* 
strict  ions  on  ourselves.  Great  Britain  never  would 
negotiate  with'ua.  Mr.  G.  said  he  would  read  a 
part  of  Mr.  Canning's  communication  to  Mr. 
Pinkney,  our  Minister  in  London.  ^  Mr.  Canning 
^  added,  that  it  wasanother  favorable  circumstance 
'  that  the  non-importation  system,  whicb  seemed 
*  to  be  in  contemplation,  was  to  be  applied  equally 
'  to  both  parties,  instead  of  affecting  as  heretofore 
'  Great  Uritain  alone." 

Mr.  G.  said  he  thought  that  this  proved  that 
the  non-intercourse  was  a  favorite  system  with 
the  British  Ministry,  and  we  have  plunged  into 
the  vortex,  and  ever  since  had  been  in  fact  aiding 
Great  Britain  in  the  execution  of  'her  wishes. 
All  that  Great  Britain  wanted,  was  to  give  to 
our  commerce  that  direction  which  best  com- 
ported with  her  interests,  and  to  impress  our  sea- 
men at  pleasure;  and,  so  long  as  we  will  permit 
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her  to  do  that,  she  has  no  iDduceroenc  to  negoti- 
ate with  us. 

But,  Mr.  6.  said,  he  was  persuaded  that  if  this 
nation  would  put  her  commerce  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  national  flagj  that  Great  Britain 
would  not  make  war  upon  it  for  the  purpose  of 
enforcing  her  Orders  in  Council,  and,  if  she  did, 
the  sooner  this  nation  knew  it  the  better.  Mr. 
G.  said  that  in  case  his  amendment  should  obtain, 
he  would  then  prepare  the  details  of  the  bill  em- 
bracing the  principles  contained  in  the  amend- 
ment which  he  had  offered. 

Mr.  Lyon  called  for  a  diyision  of  the  question, 
and  spoke  against  the  bill  and  amendment. 

Mr.  GaoLSONsaid  that  there  were  a  vagueness 
and  generality  in  the  remarks  of  gentlemen  who 
had  opposed  the  amendment  he  had  offered,  which 
furnished  the  best  shield  against  their  reputation. 
We  are  told  in  aloud  voiceand  imposing  manner 
(said  he)  that  the  embargo  and  all  our  measures 
have  only  opei'ated  on  ourselves.    I  hold  it  to  be 
a  strict  principle  of  reasoning  that  when  a  posi- 
tion is  laid  down,  before  you  are  authorized  to 
make  an^r  deduction  you  must  show  that  the  pro- 
position itself  is  correct.    Until  this  is  done  no 
inference  or  conclusion  is  warrantable.    But  gen- 
tleman have  reversed  th£  order  of  reasoning,  and 
assume  that  to  be  true  which  remains  to  be  pro- 
ren.    I  have  over  and  over  again  called  upon 
gentlemen  to  meet  me  on  the  practical  result  of 
the  restrictive  system,  upon  the  prices  which  our 
adversaries  have  been  compelled  to  give  for  our 
products,and  which  they  receive  for  theirs.   They 
skulk  out  of  the  argument.    We  hear  nothing 
but  declamation.    We  hear  now  on  both  sides  of 
the  House  that  the  system  only  works  calamity 
on  ourselves.    In  what,  sir.  do  you  see  its  mis- 
chievous effects?    You  look  for  them  in  the  de- 
clension of  the  prices  of  the  products  of  this  coun- 
try.   Are  they  not  equal  to  peace  prices?    You 
are  told  that  the  system  has  bad  no  effect  what- 
ever on  Great  Britain.    When  you  appeal  to  her 
prices  current,  you  learn  that  from  the  com- 
mencement or  the  embargo  with  the  exception  of 
the  short  interval  of  ErsEine's  arrangement,  she 
has  paid  exorbitant  prices  for  our  produce;  that 
American  articles  have  in  many  cases  sold  for 
treble  prices.    Is  it  not  a  fact  that  she  is  at  this 
moment  paying  advanced  prices?    It  is  that  part 
of  the  non-intercourse  act  which  bears  with  most 
severity  on  Great  Britain,  that  I  have  proposed 
to  retain.    The  amendment  embraces  tne  non- 
importation clauses  only,  leaving  to  our  citizens 
the  full  liberty  of  exportation.    If  we  say  to  Brit- 
ain we  will  cease  to  purchase  her  merchandise, 
unless  she  will  treat  us  with  justice,  and  thus 
through  her  interest  obtain  an  accommodation 
with  her,  the  ocean  is  free  to  us.    Let  us  there- 
fore come  soberly  to  the  question,  and  count  the 
consequences  of  the  non-importation  yfstem  to 
Great  Britain.    Let  us  meet  it  as  it  should  be 
met,  argumentatively,  and  not  by  declamation  or 
mere  assertion  that  it  will  have  no  effect. 

I  would  ask  gentlemen  in  the  first  place  to  ex- 
plain to  me  the  cause  of  the  present  course  of  ex- 
change as  against  Great  Britain.    Is  it  not  a  fact 


perfectly  well  known  that  money  in  other  parts 
of  Europe  is  now  worth  from  20  to  30  per  ceat 
more  than  bills  on  England  ?  This  can  be  at- 
tributed to  nothing  else  out  the  prohibition  of  her 
American  intercourse.  It  is  because  we  do  oot 
owe  to  Britain  as  much  money  as  we  formerlf 
did  that  bills  on  that  country  hare  decreased  ia 
value.  A  system  of  non-importation  will  tarn 
the  course  of  trade  with  Great  Britain  entirely  ia 
our  favor.  Before  the  embargo,  we  sold  to  Great 
Britain  about  twenty  millions  per  annum  of  oor 

firoduce  and  purchased  from  her  thirty -five  mil- 
ions,  leaving  a  balance  annually  of  fifteen  mil- 
lions agaiy t  us.  Under  the  proposed  system,  we 
shall  ship  to  Great  Britain,  and  receive  mooey 
instead  of  merchandise  in  return.  The  balance 
must  then  be  in  our  favor.  The  trade  to  that 
part  of  the  Continent,  which  will  be  open  to  us.  is 
always  in  our  favor.  We  shall  get  better  prices 
for  our  produce  and  obtain  articles  in  retan 
cheaper.  But  do  you  believe  that  the  eiport 
trade  to  this  country  is  no  object  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, that  it  will  proQUce  no  effect  at  all  to  abridge 
the  exportation  of  British  products  in  an  amooat 
equal  to  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars  ?  Where  is 
she  to  send  this  excess  of  merchandise?  She  is 
excluded  almost  entirely  from  the  continent  of 
Europe.  The  United  States  as  a  customer  are 
worth  more  to  Great  Britain  than  the  world  be- 
sides. When  the  Continent  was  open  to  her. 
one-third  of  her  exports  were  to  this  country. 
What  would  be  the  conduct  of  her  manufactarers, 
if  in  consequence  of  a  system  violating  our  rights 
they  were  deprived  of  a  market  for  their  goods? 
Their  appeal  to  the  Government  would  t^  loud, 
incessant,  and  effectual  too,  for  a  change  of  their 
measures. 

The  system  of  non -importation  will  press  upon 
Britain  with  extreme  severity,  whether  it  regards 
the  course  of  exchange  or  the  balance  of  trade. 
Take  from  her  the  American  market,  and  I  will 
hazard  the  position  that  you  change  the  general 
balance  of  her  trade  with  the  whole  world,  against 
herself,  and  that  to  an  enormous  amount.  Consult 
her  commercial  writers,  sir.  They  will  tell  you 
that  it  is  of  the  very  first  importance  to  her  at  all 
times  to  have  the  balance  of  trade  in  her  favor. 
No  nation  can  grow  rich  without  it.  Another 
effect  of  this  system  would  be  to  turn  our  com- 
merce into  the  channels  where  it  will  be  most 
beneficial  to  the  country. 

But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has 
told  you  that  it  will  produce  a  deficit  in  the  next 
year's  revenue  of  ten  millions  of  dollars.  The 
gentleman  upon  consideration  will,  I  presume, 
admit  that  he  is  mistaken ;  for  the  impost  on  the 
whole  amount  of  importations  from  Great  Brit- 
ain and  France  do  not  atiiount  to  ten  millions. 
The  deficit  will  not  bear  any  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  the  revenue  on  merchandise  from 
these  countries.  Our  merchants  will  with  their 
capital  apply  themselves  to  other  quarters  of  the 
globe,  and  on  the  importations  from  other  quar- 
ters you  will  receive  revenue — not  so  great,  I 
admit,  as  heretofore.  But,  how  long  since  has  it 
been  found  out  that  we  can  practise  no  self-denial; 
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that  no  matter  how  ffreat  the  <>bjeci,  we  caooot 
practise  forbearance  tor  a  few  weeks  or  months? 
Was  this  the  doctrine  held  at  the  tinie  the  em- 
bargo was  laid  1  No,  sir ;  we  were  told  that  a 
bonfire  bad  better  be  made  of  ajl  our  surplus  pro- 
duce— that  the  sordid  love  of  gain  was  too  pitiful 
a  passion  to  hold  a  place  in  the  patriot  breast. 
This  Hall  resounded  with  such  discourses  last 
winter.  Great  Qod !  How  are  we  changed  in 
the  short  space  of  twelve  months?  Then  ever^ 
thiag  was  to  be  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  patriot- 
ism. Now  you  are  told  of  the  futility  of  the  meas- 
ures then  applauded,  and  asked  what  good  they 
have  produced.  Sir,  is  there  any  Republican  in 
the  House  who  will  undertake  the  assertion  that 
yea  have  by  vour  measures  produced  no  effect  ? 
Will  any  gentleman  say  that  tneembargoand  non- 
intercourse  have  not  produced  important  modifi- 
cations of  the  Orders  in  Council,  surrendering  the 
transit  duty,  and  narrowing  down  the  blocka- 
ding system?  Do  gentlemen  say  that  in  con- 
sequence of  oar  restrictive  system  Britain  has 
not  paid  three  times  as  much  for  cotton  and  for 
articles  of  subsistence  as  before  it  was  adopted  ? 
Frante  has  pai  J  $60  a  hundred  for  tobacco — and 
yet  we  are  told  that  the  embargo  and  non-inter- 
coorse  have  had  no  sort  o£  effect.  At  this  mo* 
ment  too,  from  the  effects  of  the  non-intercourae, 
they  are  paying  exorbitant  prices,  and  suffering- 
the  inconvenience  of  the  want  ol  a  market  for 
more  than  one-third  of  their  surplus  products. 
When  we  speak  of  the  impropriety  of  a  treasure, 
we  should  examine  into  it.  and  not  make  decla- 
matory assertions,  that  it  is  a  bad  measure  because 
it  is  a  bad  measure.  I  admit  that  the  measure 
may  in  the  next  year  cause  a  deficiency  in  the 
reTenae ;  but,  by  thus  avoiding  the  commercial 
ehaios  which  by  submission  we  should  forge  for 
ourselves  and  posterity,  we  may  in  succeeding 
years  experience  a  redundancy  of  revenue  that 
would  not  otherwise  accrue,  and  which  will  more 
than  compensate  for  any  present  loss. 

We  have  been  told,  sir,  that  the  amendment 
which  I  have  proposed  is  a  sort  of  manmuvre  to 
augment  the  Navv.  Sir,  I  will  go  with  the  gentle- 
man ;  I  will  take  this  system,  and  reduce  the  Army 
aod  Navy  to  any  degree  which  prudence  can 
warrant.  The  fact  is,  you  may  take  the  convoy 
principle,  arming  the  merchantmen,  or  any  other 
system  of  active  resistance  to  the  decrees  against 
our  commerce,  and  it  is  impossible  to  render  it 
adequate  to  the  end  in  view.  There  is  not  a 
practical  man  in  the  Slate  who  believes  that  full 
protection  can  be  afforded  in  that  way.  Our  ves- 
sels are  not  (though  I  am  willing  to  use  them  as 
an  auxiliary)  equal  to  the  defence  of  our  «om- 
iQerce.  My  object  is  justice  for  my  country. 
To  obtain  this  object  I  would  go  any  length  and 
take  any  justifiable  means.  I  would  prefer  the 
means  which  I  believe  best  adapted  to  the  end ; 
these,  as  1  have  stated,  are  in  my  opinion  com- 
mercial restrictions.  I  will  go  alonff  with  gen- 
tlemen in  reducing  the  expenses  of  the  country ; 
&t^d  if  reduced  as  I  believe  they  may  be,  1  have 
t^p  doubt  that  the  revenue  which  we  should  de- 
riTe  under  the  amendment  I  propose,  would  be 


as  adequate  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  under  the  original  bill.  If  we  keep  op 
the  present  expensive  establishment,  the  revenue, 
under  the' proiect  of  the  gentleman  from  Sooth 
Carolina,  would  be  no  more  adequate  to  the  ex- 
penses of  GK)vernment  than  under  my  project  if 
these  expenses  were  reduced;  and,  by  adopting 
the  amendment  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to 
propose  to  the  Committee,  you  would  avoid  a  ser- 
vile dependency  on  the  pleasure  of  other  nations. 
One  of  the  belligerents  plunders  and  bums  your 
vessels  at  sea  or  sends  them  in  for  adjudication. 
The  other  meanly  coaxes  your  citizens  to  violate 
their  allegiance,  and  licenses  them  to  carry  on  a 
nefarious  trade  forbidden  by  the  law  of  the  land. 
Yet,  notwithstanding  this  treatment,  which  gen- 
tlemen of  all  parties  acknowledffe  to  be  unjusti- 
able — (and  I  have  been  delighted  to  see  a  speech 
delivered  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 
by  an  enliffhtened  federal  Senator  (Mr.  Bataro) 
which  acknowledges  that  we  have  been  most 
scandalously  treated  by  Britain  as  well  as  by 
France,)  we  are  told  that  the  country  will  be  ru- 
ined if  we  do  not  boy  French  and  British  goods ! 
To  day,  sir,  I  learn  for  the  first  time,  that  sending 
our  produce  to  Great  Britain  at  her  own  prices, 
subject  to  her  Orders  in  Council,  to  every  re- 
striction  which  she  may  think  proper  to  impose, 
and  giving  her  her  own  prices  for  her  fabrics,  is 
the  way  in  which  we  are  to  get  rich.  Would  the 
fathers  of  our  Revolution  have  supported  a  doc- 
trine like  this?  Would  they  have  said  that  we 
could  not  subsist  as  a  nation  without  purchasing 
British  merchandise  ?  The  charge,  though  not 
so  intended,  is  a  libel  on  the  country?  It  is  im- 
material in  a  mere  pecuniary  point  oi  view  to 
me,  as  a  planter,  after  I  have  sold  my  produce, 
whether  I  purchase  my  coat  (if  compelled  to  pur- 
chase it  at  all)  of  an  Englishman  or  of  a  citizen  of 
New  York ;  still,  I  should  buy  it  from  my  fellow- 
citizen,  whose  interest  I  consider  myself  bound 
to  promote.  It  should  not  be  concealed,  sir.  that 
we  can  sul^ist  without  British  or  French  fabrics. 
Is  there  a  State  in  the  Union  which  cannot  either 
manufacture  for  itself  or  be  supplied  by  its  sister 
States  in  abundance?  If  we  did  not  receive  a 
dollar's  worth  of  goods  from  foreign  countries  I 
will  not  say  we  should  be  the  less  happy  for  it. 
The  part  of  the  country  where  1  live  is  a  tobacco 
country,  and  has  depended  until  lately  on  foreign 
fabrics  for  wear  and  consumption.  Since  the 
commencement  of  the  system  of  commercial  re- 
strictions, many  large  and  respectable  families  do 
not  consume  twenty  dollars  worth  of  foreign 
goods — aiu]  are  we  on  that  account  the  less  happy 
or  the  less  independent?  When  habits  of  this 
kind  take  root  and  are  encouraged,  the  necessity 
for  a  ^reat  revenue  at  once  ceases. 

This  system,  however,  we  are  told  is  not  only 
a  deteriorating  but  demoralizing  one.  Whom 
does  it  demoralize?  The  violator  of  your  laws, 
the  man  who  substantially  commits  treason? 
For  the  violation  of  a  system  adopted  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  belligerents  is  as  substantially  treason 
as  was  the  desertion  of  Arnold.  Does  the  gentle- 
man talk  of  demoralizing  these  men  whoso- only 
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God  is  money,  who  violftce  without  8cru|4e  every 
obligation,  moral  and  political  ?  Their  morality 
caanoi  be  injured  by  any  aet  of  yours^  for  they 
hare  no  morality.  This  measure  may  reform,  it 
cannot  demoralize  them. 

It  seems  the  system  we  have  pursued,  and 
which  I  propose  to  continue,  is  not  only  deterior- 
ative as  to  ourselves  and  inoperative  as  to  our  ene- 
mies, but  also  insusceptible  of  execution.  That 
this  Government  has  no  energy,  no  strength,  has 
long  been  the  crv  of  its  enemies,  and  it  is  now 
become  quite,  fasnionabie  to  hear  the  same  doc- 
trine from  those  who  profess  to  be  its  advocates. 
For  one  I  deny  it.  The  laws  of  no  country  are 
better  executed  than  the  laws  of  this  country. 
They  for  the  most  part  are  executed  from  choice, 
and  the  violation  of  them  is  confined  to  an  un- 
principled class  of  society  perfectly  insignificant 
m  number.  It  is  by  the  profligate  jMirt  ofthe  mer- 
chants  alone  that  your  commercial .  regulations 
have  been  violated  or  evaded,  and  these  practices 
could  be  readily  prevented;  If  you  will  consult 
the  head  ofthe  Treasury  Department,  he  will  tell 
ypu,  that  if  the  means  be  furnished  the  laws  can 
oe  executed.  It  is  because  you  did  not  give  au- 
thority to  the  Executive  for  the  purpose,  that  the 
law  has  not  been  completely  enforced. 

But-the  gentleman  (Mr.  Taylor)  says  that  the 
very  circumstance  of  employing  the  Navy  to  aid 
in  the  execution  of  the  law  would  be  sufficient  to 
disgust  him  with  my  amendment.  The  princi- 
pal cause  of  the  embargo's  not  effecting  its  full 
purpose  was,  that  the  House  would  not  agree  to 
esEiploy  the  Navy  in  executing  it.  Not  only  the 
Navy  but  the  military  force  also  should  have 
contributed  to  its  execution.  Whatever  your 
laws  may  be,  let  them  be  faithfully  complied 
with.  It  is  better  to  have  a  mild  law  well  exe- 
cuted than .  to  have  a  rigorous  one  partially  en- 
forced^ 

The  gentleman  is  certainly  mistaken  in  saying 
that  Mr.  Erskine's  arrangement  was  made  under 
a. provision  similar  to  that  contained  in  this  bill. 
It  was  made  under  the  provision  giving  the  Presi- 
dent power  to  suspend  a  law,  not  to  enact  it. 
Nothing  was  in  that  caseofl^red  to  one  nation  to 
induce  her  to  do  us- justice  except  the  repeal  of 
oui  own  restrictions.  It  was  not  said  either  to 
France  or  Great  Britain,  that  if  they  ceased  to 
violate  our  rights  we  should  join  with  either 
against  the  other.  The  gentleman  put  a  case  in 
private  life,  and  told  you  that  if  he  was  to  meet 
two  bullies  there  would  be  nothing  degrading  in 
saying  to  one,  *^  Hands  ofi*,  whilst  I  fight  the 
other."  This  case  was  not  fairly  stated,  sir. 
Suppose  he  was  to  meet  two  adversaries,  would 
he  propose  to  one  that  if  he  would  be  so  merciful 
as  not  to  strike  him  he  would  join  him  to  whip 
his  enemy  ?  I  have  too  much  confidence  in  the 
gentleman's  courage  to  suppose  he  would  take 
such  a  course. 

The  gentleman  was  so  obliging  as  to  remind 
me  of  the  fate  of  the  bill  which  passed  this  House 
some  time  ago.  I  would  only  observe  in  reply 
that  I  voted  for  that  bill ;  ana  I  believe  it  con- 
tained all  the  features  of  my  amendment  except 


the  absolute  prohibition  of  importations  from 
France  and  Britain. 

I  can  see  that  we  are  about  to  confess  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  that  we  have  been  hold- 
icg  a  false  light  to  them ;  that  the  embargo  and 
non-intercourse  were  engendered  in   weakness 
and  have  been  continued  through  ol»tinacy;  to 
say  to  this  nation  that  while  we  have  been  treach- 
erous, the  opposition  have  always  been  in  the 
right ;  that  they  have  been  the  exclusive  friends 
of  the  people.    Notwithstanding  this  general  con- 
fession of  siosj  I  for  one  shall  ever  maintain  (and 
I  challenge  gentlemen  to  meet  me  upon  the  issue) 
that  this  nation  has  been  well  governed — that 
there  has  been  no  just  ground  of  complaint ;  that 
in  the  great  body  of  the  community  there  is  in  fact 
no  complaint.    Sir,  the  people  of  the  United 
States  would  rather  persist  in  the  peaceful  sys- 
tem which  has  been  pursued  for  the  last  three  ; 
years,  than  launch  into  any  untried  system.    I  ' 
am  supported  in  this  declaration  by  nine-tenths  i 
of  the  American  people.     Before  we  act  we 
should  look  about  us ;  we  are  now  going  to  pass 
a  censure  on  everything  which  hi^s  been  done  by 
our  predecessors  for  several  years.    We  are  about 
to  brand  two  Administrations  with  weakness  and 
imbecility.    We  are  about  ourselves  to  cease  to 
exist  as  a  party.    If  this  Congress  shall  be  found 
capable,  after  its  loud  vaporing  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  of  doing  nothing — of  doiog 
worse  than  nothing,  of  going  home  and  leaving 
the  nation  in  disgrace,  we  shall  onlv  meet  the 
scorn  and  contc^mpt  ofthe  people  \    It  they  were 
consulted,  they  had  rather  get  no  prices  for  their 
produce  than  to  succumb  to  any  nation.    They 
would  rather  do  what  gentlemen  formerly  said 
they  would  do,  what  the  gentlemau  from  South 
Carolina  would  have  done  two  years  ago ;  they 
would  make  aereat  bonfire  of  all  the  surplus  pro- 
duce of  the  United  Slates.    It  is  only  through 
the  newTspapers,  the  very  touch  of  which  is  con- 
taminatiouj  on  this  floor,  and  in  the  other  wing 
of  the  Capttol,  so  hdp  me  God,  that  I  have  seen 
or  heard  anything  of  this  disposition  to  submit  to 
the  belligerent  edicts  for  the  sake  of  gain,  or  upon 
any  other  consideration.    We  h^ve  sworn  that 
we  could  not  submit  to  the  decrees  and  orders 
without  a  sacrifice  of  their  rights,  honor,  and  in- 
dependence'.   You  are  about  to  do  more — to  in- 
scribe on  your  statute  book  the  most  abject  sob-  < 
mission.    You  withdraw  what  you  have  and  op-  , 
pose  no  other  resistance.    I  demand  of  gentlemen 
now  they  are  absolved  from  their  vow?    I  call 
upon  their  candor  to  explain  what  has  happened 
to  change  their  course. 

The  Committee  rose  at  4  o'clock,  reported  pro- 
gr^6  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again;  and  the 
House  adjourned. 


THDRsnAT,  April  12. 

Mr.  Dbsba  presented  to  the  House  sundry 
resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Suite 
of  Kentucky,  expressive  of  their  entire  approba- 
tion of  the  conduct  of  the  Executive  of  tbe 
United  States  ia  the  correspondence  between  the 
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Secretarf  of  State  and  Mr.  Jackson,  late  Minis- 
ter to  the  United  States  from  the  Qoverniaent 
of  Great  Britain ;  which  said  resolutions  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ad  engrossed  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding 
the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
District  of  Maryland  was  read  the  third  time, 
aod  passed. 

An  engrossed  hill  to  establish  post  roads,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

MOTION  TO  EXPUNGE. 

Mr.  Taylor  observed  that  he  yesterday  had 
seconded  a  motion  made  by  a  eentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Ranpolpr.)  whicn  had  been  neg- 
stired  by  the  House.  The  mistake  which  had 
been  made  by  the  mover  as  well  as  himself  in 
supporting  a  proposition  which  appeared  to  be 
oat  of  the  usual  course  of  proceedings,  had  only 
arisen  from  motives  whicn  the  House  would 
know  how  to  appreciate.  The  warrior  whose 
name  was  included  in  that  resolution,  said  he, 
was  a  constituent  of  mine.  In  proportion  to  our 
near  approximation  to  an  exalted  character,  we 
(eel  his  loss.  The  House  will  excuse  me  for  the 
error,  but  I  wish,  also,  to  be  excused  to  the  rela- 
tires  of  the  deceased.  I  wish  that  our  indiscretion 
may  not  afflict  with  greater  grief  the  surviving 
matron  who  mourns  his  loss.  With  this  view.  I 
move  that  the  motion  made  vesterday,  with  the 
decision  upon  it,  be  expunged  from  the  Journals. 
I  believe  there  is  no  man  in  Mhe  House,  however 
he  may  think  of  the  motion,  but  would  feel  a 
paog  at  being  instrumental  in  inflicting  an  addi- 
tional distress  on  those  who  have  already  suffered 
enoQffh. 

Mr.  Marion  said  be  was  one  of  those  who  had 
been  painfully  compelled  to  vote  a^inst  the  mo- 
tion, and  had,  therefore,  learned  with  resret  that 
it  was  inserted  on  the  Journal.  He  hoped  it 
would  be  expunged. 

The  Speaker  observed  that  unanimous  con- 
sent was  necessary  to  expunge  a  vote  from  the 
Joarnals,  and  having  asked  whether  there  was 
any  objection  to  the  motion  1 — 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  was  sorry  that  he  could 
not  give  his  assent  to  it.  If  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, said  he,  do  not  choose  to  pay  the 
honor  to  the  American  Marcellus  which  the  peo- 
ple of  the  country  had  paid  to  him  in  their  hearts, 
I  wish,  at  least,  that  it  should  appear  on  the  face 
of  the  Journals,  that  I  have  been  willing  to  ren* 
der  it.  I  s«y  nothing  about  the  character  of  Col- 
onel Washington.  He  was,  indeed,  the  sword, 
as  his  ffreat  kinsman  was  the  shield  of  his  coun- 
try. They  were  the  Fabius  and  Marcellus  of 
United  America.  The  Punic  war  ended,  they 
live  in  the  hearts  of  their  countrymen,  howso- 
ever they  may  be  deemed  of  here. 

An  objection  being  thus  made,  Mr.  Taylor's 
motion  fell  to  the  ground. 

THE  CONVOY  8Y8TRM. 
Mr.  Bppbb  said  that,  some  time  ago,  a  bill  had 
been  reported  by  him  to  the  House,  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  employ  the 


public  armed  vessels  to  convoy  the  lawful  coin« 
merce  of  the  United  Slates.  The  motion  to  ad- 
journ, which  had  been  agreed  to,  would  leave  but 
a  small  portion  of  the  time  of  the  House  for  the 
discussion  of  the  several  subjects  before  them. 
As  he  was  compelled  by  ill  health  to  leave  the 
city  at  an  early  day,  haviiig  already  obtained 
leave  of  absence,  he  was  anxious  to  obtain  a  vote 
on  this  before  he  departed,  and  therefore  asked  to 
discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill,  in  order  to  take 
the  sense  of  the  House  whether  it  should  go  to  a 
third  reading;  or  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Macon, 
Taylor,  Pickman,  Randolph,  Livermorg,  and 
Wilson,  on  the  ground  of  its  being  out  of  the 
usual  course  of  proceedings;  and  it  was  objected 
to  the  more  especially  as  this  was  a  subject  iiH 
volving  very  important  principles,  and  one  which, 
of  all  others,  ought  to  be  discussed  In  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Eppes  expressed  his  willingness  to  take  a 
silent  vote  on  the  subject,  and  thought  a  vote 
might  be  obtained  on  the  bill  without  much  de- 
bate. 

Mr.  J'OHNSON  expressed  great  anxiety  to  vote 
on  the  bill. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  intimated  that  he  was  strongly 
against  the  bill,  and.  if  it  took  every  hour  in  the 
session,  he  was  determined  to  expose  what  he  be- 
lieved to  be  its  injurious  features. 

On  the  question,  Mr.  Eppbb's  motion  was  nega- 
tived— yeas  50,  nays  61,  as  follows : 

Yb AH— Willis  Alston*  jr.,  William  Andarton,  Eie« 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Baxd,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown» 
Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler, 
Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthevv  Chiy,  John  Clopton,  Howell 
Cobb,  James  Cox,  William  Crawford,  John  Dawson, 
Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Me- 
shack  Franklin,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  James  Holland,  Benj'n  Howard, 
Jacob  Huftv,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jonea^  Aa- 
ron Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson, 
John  Porter,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenexer 
Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenexer  Seaver,  Adam 
8eybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Henry  Sonthard,  Robert  Weakley,  Rob- 
ert Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robt.  Witherspoon. 

Nats— William  W.  Bibb,  Daniel  BlaisdeU,  James 
Breckenridge,  William  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditns 
phampion,  James  Cochran,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Da- 
venport, jumor,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Jonathan 
Fis^  Barzillai  Gannett,  Thos.  R  Gold,  William  Hale, 
Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jack* 
son,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  William  Kennedy,  Herman 
Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  Jan.,  Edward  St.  Loe 
Livermore,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert 
Marion,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Plea- 
sant M.  Miller,  William  Milnor,  Thomas  Moore,  Jon- 
athan O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pick* 
man,  jnn.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun«,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richardst 
Daniel  Sheflfey,  John  Smilie,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Jacob 
Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taylor,  John  Thomp- 
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•on,  Uri  Tracy,  Greorge  M.  Troup,  Charles  Tomer,  jr., 
Jabez  Lrpham,  Nicholas  Vsn  Dyke,  Archibald  Van 
Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Bzekiel  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

GENERAL  POST  OFFICE,  &c 

The  bill  providing  for  the  better  acccommoda- 
tion  of  the  General  Post  Office  and  Patent  Office, 
was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Smilie  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill  be- 
cause of  the  appropriation  it  contained.  The 
offices  were  not  in  such  a  state  that  a  year's  delay 
would  do  much  injury ;  and,  at  this  moment,  the 
Treasury  was  not  in  a  state  to  permit  large  appro- 
priations for  improving  the  City  of  Washington, 
or  for  accommodation  of  the  Patent  Office.  This 
appropriation,  said  he,  would  not  be  all  that  would 
be  required.  If  ihey  made  this  grant  more  money 
would  be  required,  and  the  House  must  give  it,  or 
lose  the  money  they  would  have  expended.  lie 
said  it  was  perfectly  consistent  in  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  to  vote  for  the  expen- 
diture of  the  public  money ;  it  would  be  in  per- 
fect consistency  with  their  general  conduct. 

Mr.  dOiNCT  said  it  was  as  far  from  his  heart  as 
from  the  gentleman  himself,  to  wish  to  increase 
the  expenditure  of  public  moneys;  nor  yet  had 
he,  in  this  case,  any  view  to  the  improvement  or 
accommodatioQ  of  the  city.  He  was  not  very 
anxious  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Patent 
Office,  though  he  considered  that  also  a  very  im- 
portant object.  He  was  desirous  to  pass  the  bill 
upon  the  ground  that  the  public  records  of  the 
country,  of  the  War,  Navy,  and  State  offices, 
were  in  such  a  situation  as  was  disgraceful  to  the 
House  and  to  the  nation.  Not  only  were  they  in 
disorder,  and  in  a  state  of  gradual  decay ;  but  all 
the  records  of  the  Revolutionary  war  lie  under 
the  eaves  of  this  building  in  a  condition  extremely 
unsafe,  and  daily  exposed  to  destruction  by  fire. 
He  mentioned  also  the  probability  of  the  Presi- 
dent's now  being  able  to  purchase,  at  a  very  low 
rate,  a  building  well  calculated  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  said,  that  if  the  bill  limited 
the  Slim  which  may  be  expended  to  the  sum  ap- 
propriated by  the  bill,  he  would  vote  for  it;  but, 
from  experience,  he  well  knew,  that  after  one 
appropriation  was  made,  another  was  sure  to  fol- 
low. He  instanced  the  case  in  which  a  report 
had  been  made  b]^  the  Surveyor  of  Public  Build- 
ings, recommending  an  appropriation  for  com- 
pleting the  Representatives'  Hall.  And  yet  this 
money  was  all  expended,  and  one  column  deco- 
rated. Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  antici* 
pating  a  call  for  further  appropriations,  he  could 
not  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Lyon  said  he  had  confidence  that  the 
President  would  properly  exercise  the  power 
which  this  bill  would  give  him,  and  he  had' no 
fear  of  exorbitant  expenditures  of  money.  He 
was  clearly  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

On  the  question  that  the  bill  do  pass,  it  was  re- 
solved in  the  affirmative — yeas  62,  nays  52,  as 
follows : 

YiAS — Ezeiiel  Bacon,  Daniel  Blaisdel),  James 
Breckenridge,  John  Campbell,  William  Chamberlin, 
Epaphroditos  Championi  Orchard  Cook,  James  Coz, 


John  Davenport,  Jan.,  William  Ely,  Jas.  EmoU,  Jona- 
than  Fisk,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas.  R.  Gold,  Wil- 
liam  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Benjamin  Howud, 
Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  Jan.,  Hennu 
Knickerbackr,  Jos.  Lewis,  junior,  Edward  8t.  Loe  Ut- 
ermore,  Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Mit- 
thews.  Arch.  McBnrde,  Samnel  McKee,  P.  M.  Miller, 
Wm.  Milnor,  T.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonsthan 
O.  Moselej,  Gurdon  8.  Momford,  Roger  Nelson,  John 
Nicholson,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Plekmaii,  Jul, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  Jan.,  Josiah  Qoincy,  John  Randolph, 
Erastas  Root,  Ebenezer  Bage,  Adam  Sejbert,  Damd 
Bhefiey,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Slaolcj, 
James  Stephenson,  Jacob  Swoope,  Bamael  Taggait, 
Benjamin  Talknadge,  John  Ti^lor,  John  Thompnn, 
Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Jabes  Upham,  NidM>> 
las  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Ytn 
Rensselaer,  Labon  Wheaton,  Ezeki^  Whitman,  and 
James  Wilson. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
Darid  Bard,  Bnrwell  Bassett,  WilUam  W.  Bibb,  Adam 
Boyd,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bur- 
weU,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Claj, 
John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  William 
Crawford,  Richard  Catts,  Joseph  Desha,  J.  W.  Eppes, 
Wm.  Findlej.  Meshaek  Franklin,  David  8.  Garland, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Daniel  Heister,  James  Holland,  Ja- 
cob Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  Wil- 
liam Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Alex- 
ander McKim,  John  Montgomeir,  Nicholas  R.  Mooie, 
John  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Rca  of  Pennijl- 
vania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richsidfl, 
John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Dennia  Smelt,  John 
SmUic,  George  Smith,  Henry  Sionthard,  Rtcfaard  Stan- 
ford, Charles  Turner,  junior,  Robert  WeaUey,  Robert 
Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Withenpooo. 

Resolved,  That  the  title  be,  "Ao  act  providing 
for  the  better  accommodation  of  the  General  Post 
Office  and  Patent  Office,  and  for  other  purposes." 

MAIL  AGENTS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments, as  the  same  had  been  corrected  by  the  Seo- 
ate,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  regulating  the 
Post  Office  Establishment.''  The  first  of  the  said 
amendments  being  read,  in  the  words  following: 

'<  Strike  out  the  third  section ;"  which  said  Mctioa 
is  as  follows : 

•<  Sic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Post- 
master General  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  anthorixed  to  ap- 
point any  number  of  agents  for  the  General  Post  01^ 
fioe,  not  exceeding  five,  and  to  empower  such  sgenti 
to  receive  and  tranamit,  free  of  postage,  all  letters  and 
packages  on  the  bostness  of  the  Post  Office  Establiib- 
ment,  and  under  his  direction  to  make  omtracts  for 
transporting  the  mails^  to  suspend  negligent  contract- 
ors, to  transport  the  mails,  to  collect  the  balances  dne 
from  delinquent  postmasters,  and  to  perform  such  other 
services  for  said  office  aa  said  Postmaster  General  mty 
direct,  and  to  allow  said  agents  such  reward  for  their 
services  as  he  may  think  reasonable,  out  of  the  fnnda 
of  said  establishment,  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annum  to  any  one  agent.'^ 

This  amendment  was  considerably  debated. 
The  arguments  in  its  favor  were  grounded  oo  the 
convenience  and  security  to  the  convevance  of 
the  mail  which  would  result  from  such  an  ar- 
rangement. Arsuments  against  it  were  found 
in  the  additional  expense  with  whicb  it  would 
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bordes  tb«  Post  Office  EstabliebmeDt,  and  in  the 
increased  patronage  it  would  gire  to  an  officer, 
wbo  already  po;fses8ed  it  to  a  ffreat  extent. 

A  notion  was  made  by  Mr.  Root,  that  the 
nid  amendments  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House ;  and  the  question  being 
taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  negatiye. 

The  question  was  then  talcen  on  concurring 
with  the  Senate  in  the  said  first  amendment,  and 
reaolred  in  the  affirmatiTe-^yeas  73,  naya  ftB,  as 
follows: 

Ybas— William  W.  Bibb,  Darnel  BlaisdeO,  Adam 
Boyd,  Jas.  Breckenridgre,  John  Brown,  Robt  Brown, 
WiUiim  A.  Barwell,  William  Butler,  John  Campbell, 
William  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  John 
Clopton,  James  Cochran,  Jas.  Cox,  Willum  Crawibr d, 
John  DsTenport,  jun.,  William  Ely,  William  Findley, 
Mcthack  Frankiia,  Gideon  Gardner,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Ha^eo,  Danlei  Heia- 
ter,  Jonathan'  H.  Hubbard,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  G. 
Jaduon,  Richaid  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Wm« 
Kennady,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Kniekerfoacker,  Jo- 
Mph  Lewis  jun.,  Edward  BU  Loe  Litermore,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Nithaniel  M aoon,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Mat- 
Umwi,  Alexander  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Wm. 
Miloo^  Nicholas  R.  Moore^  Thomas  Newton,  Jose^ 
Paanon,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr^  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
Eljiha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  John 
Bm  of  Penn^lTanis,  Matthias  Richardi^  Adkm  8ey- 
beit,  Daniel  Shefley,  Dennis  Smelt,  George  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  James  Stephenson, 
Jieob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tulmadge, 
John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  George  M.  Troap,  Chas. 
Tomer,  jr.,  Nicholas  Van  Dvke,  Killian  K.  Van  Rens- 
•dter,  Robert  Weskley,  Laban  Wheaten,  Robert 
Whitehill,  Baekiel  Whitman,  James* Wilson,  and 
Bobert  Widierqioon. 

Nats— William' Anderson,  Eaekiel  Baoon,  Burwell 
BiMtt,  Matthew  Clay,  Howell  Cobb,  Joseph  Des^ 
JoBithan  Fisk,  Banttlai  Gannett,  Thanaa  Gholaon, 
Thomaa  R.  Gold,  James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jonesb  Matthew  Lyon, 
8imoe]  McKee,  John  Montgomery,  Thomas  Moore, 
JcniBiah  Moirow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumlbrd,  John  Nichol- 
NB,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Eras- 
tof  Root,  Ebeneur  Sage^  Ebeneaer  SeaTsr,  Samuel 
Shaw,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Uri  Tracy,  Archi- 
biU  Van  Horn,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Another  amendment  proposed  to  take  away 
from  all  postmasters  the  right  they  heretofore  en- 
joyed of  franking  letters.  This  amendment  was 
<iittgreed  to-«ayes  35. 

Another  amendment  proposed  to  require  the 
payment  into  the  Treamiry  of  all  profile  of  any 
postmatier  in  the  United  States  which  shall  ex- 
ceed two  thousand  dollars  a  year.  This  amend- 
Qent  was  concurred  in. 

The  House  got  through  the  amendments  by  5 
o*ciock,  when  they  adjourned. 


Friday,  April  13. 

Mr.  Root,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  10th  instant,  presented  a  bill  appointing  the 
time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  oa  Monday  nett* 

llthCoir.  2dSxss.— 57 


A  ittotton  was  made  by  Mr.  Fibk,  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Retohedt  That  a  graTS-stone,  not  exceeding  in  ex- 
pense the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  doHars,  be 
erected  at  the  grave  of  the  honorable  Esra  Darlrf ,  fbi^ 
merly  a  nusmber  of  this  House ;  that  the  expenses  for 
the  same  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  funds  of  this 
House ;  and  Uwt  a  oomraittee  be  appointed  to  cany 
into  e£bct  the  object  of  this  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  oh 
the  table. 

The  Hcmse  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Margaret  Lapsley,  as  the  same  had 
been  amended  on  the  6th  instant,  to  embrace  the 
cases  of  Qrove  Pomeroy,  Arthur  St.  Clair,  Da* 
vid  Blaekwell,  Lucy  Dixon,  and  John  Murray ; 
and  the  same  being  read,  was  ordered  to  be  en- 

Srosaed,  as  amended,  and  read  the  third  time  t»- 
ay. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  sale  of 
certain  laiids  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for 
other  purposes,  and  m.ade  amendments  ifaereto, 
which  were  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  fourth 
amendment,  recede  from  their  sixth  and  eighth 
amendments,  and  agfee  to  the  amendment  to 
their  ninth  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An 
act  regblatinff  the  Post  Office  Establisbment.'' 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Lapsley, 
Grove  Pomeroy,  Arthur  St.  Clair,  David  Black- 
well.  Lucy  Dixon,  and  John  Murray,  was  read  « 
third  time,  and  passed. 

COLONEL  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  CtuiNCT  rose  to  move  a  resolution.  He 
said  he  very  deeply  regretted  the  situation  in 
which  this  House  had  been  placed  in  relation  to 
the  memory  of  that  distinguished  officer  of  the 
Revolution,  General  Wilfiam  Washington,  in 
consequence  of  the  resolution  moved  on  the  llth 
instant.  He  thought  that  the  impression  exhib- 
ited on  the  journals  was  not  such  as  either  did 
justice  to  that  individual  or  to  the  feelings  of 
every  member  of  the  House.  He  hoped  that  to 
the  resolution  which  he  was  aboiit  to  offer,  and 
which  had  for  its  object  an  explanation  of  the 
grounds  on  which  he  knew  a  majority  of  the 
House  had  voted,  would  not  find  an  objection. 
It  would  take  away  the  appearance  that  this 
House  had  not  that  deep  sense  of  the  merits  and 
services  of  that  officer  which  he  knew  they  pos- 
sessed.   He  then  read  the  following  resolution : 

Rooked,  That  the  House  of  Representatives  are 
deeply  sensible  of  the  loss  this  nation  has  sustained  in 
the  death  of  General  William  Washington,  late  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel in  the  Army  of  the  Revolution,  and 
that  the  rejection. of  the  resolution  offered  on  the  llth 
instant,  in  relation  to  that  distinguished  officer,  having 
been  produced  wholly  by  considerations  of  a  general 
nature,  cannot  be  deemed  to  derogate  from  the  high 
sense  which  tlus  House,  in  common  with  their  iUlow- 
I,  entertain  of  his  civil  and  mfliUry  virtues  and 
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The  HousF  agreed  to  coasider  the  resolation — 
58  to  13. 

The  resolation  passed — ayes  63;  about  seventy- 
five  members  were  present. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  continuing  the  charter 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  twenty 
years,  on  certain  conditions. 

Mr.  Love  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the 
first  section,  with  a  view  to  try  the  sense  of  the 
Committee  on*  the  bill,  and  went  at  large  into  ar- 
ffuments  on  the  merits  of  it.  He  lamented  that 
Ee  was  compelled  to  come  to  a  decision  on  the 
question  without  having  obtained  the  information 
be  had  solicited  a  few  days  before — ^and  assured 
the  Committee  he  had  not  called  for  information 
as  to  the  names  of  the  stock h holders  from  any 
view  to  weaken  the  support  the  measure  proposed 
would  have,  from  a  disclosure  of  the  names  of 
those  members  who  were  stockholders  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States ;  on  the  contrary,  he  would 
not  for  a  moment  doubt^  that  all  such  would  vol- 
uniarily  and  from  choice  decline  voting  on  the 
question,  not  only  from  their  sense  of  propriety, 
but  from  a  knowledge  of  the  imperative  rule  of 
the  House,  which  forbids  a  member  from  voting, 
where  his  interest  is  concerned.  He  could  not 
fear  that  anv  gentleman  Of  that  House  would  do 
an  act  to  which  might  be  attributed  so  improper 
a  motive, as  that  of  advancing  his  particular  prop- 
erty fifty  per  cent,  in  value,  and  making  his  share 
of  bank  stock  now  worth  ^400.  by  his  own  vote, 
worth  $600  or  perhaps  much  more.  But  his 
principal  ground  for  his  general  call  of  the  names 
of  the  stockholders,  was  to  check  the  statement 
of  foreign,  by  exhibiting  the  domestic  stockhold- 
ers. Mr.  L.  next  adverted  to  the  information 
which  had  been  given  to  the  Senate  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry 
made  relative  to  the  capital  distributed  to  the 
branches,  and  the  dividends  stated  to  be  yielded 
by  them;  he  said  there  was  certainly  a  gross  mis- 
representation in  the  statements  or  that  report, 
relative  to  the  profits  divided  at  the  principal  bank 
in  Philadelphia. 

The  portion  of  capital  assigned  to  the  branches 
was  stated  in  the  report  iat  $5^300.000,  and  those 
branches  had  discounted,  by  the  last  returns,  to 
the  amount  of  $11,964,000,  yielding  a  gross  profit 
of  more  than  thirteen  per  cent.  The  capital  re- 
tained in  Philadelphia  was  to  the  amount  of  $4,- 
700,000,  granting,  by  the  report,  discounts  to  the 
amount  of  $4,572,000  only.  He  remarked  on 
'the  improbability  of  the  correctness  of  the  latter 
part  of  the  report,  because,  he  said,  it  was  well 
known  that  bank  capital  had  been  used  as  profi- 
tably in  Philadelphia  as  in  any  other  town,  and 
the  State  banks,  unaided  by  the  deposites  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  had  yielded  so 

great  a  dividend  as  to  make  the  stock  of  those 
anks  worth  from  thirty-five  to  fifty  per  cent, 
which  he  adverted  to  in  detail;  and  deduced 
from  that  circuoutance  the  impossibility  of  the 
truth  of  the  information,  on  which  the  report  was 


grounded.  He  therefore  thooght  it  at  least  fair 
to  state  the  profits  of  the  principal  bank  at  the 
same  which  he  believed  the  branch  banks  hid 
honestly  rejiorted  of  themselves,  and  it  would  be 
found,  that  after  the  deduction  for  losses  (that 
probably  never  happened)  and  contingencies  nerer 
expected  to  take  place,  it  would  yield  a  net  dir- 
idend  on  the  institution  of  more  thaneleTen  per 
cent,  per  annum,  instead  of  8f ,  as  had  been  re- 
ported by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the 
statements  of  the  officers  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  would  advert  to  other  instances 
of  attempts  to  deceive  the  Legislature  of  the  Uoi* 
ted  States,  discovered  in  the  memorial  of  tbe 
stockholders  of  the  bank  or  their  agents.  They 
had  stated  themselves  entitled  to  an  honorable 
claim  on  the  patronage  of  the  GovernmeDt  for 
several  reasons.  First,  in '  having  enriched  the 
Treasury,  by  the  share  the  Government  subscribed 
to  the  stock.  In  answer  to  this,  Mr.'L.  said,  the 
Government  composed  ori|[inally  a  part  of  the 
company,  that  it  had  the  right  like  other  stock- 
holders to  sell  out  J  it  would  have  been  hard  to 
deprive  it  of  that  right,  as  it  had  no  voice  io  the 
direction,  like  other  stockholders  had,  but  as  it  was 
a  part  of  the  original  plan,  no  party  to  it  bad  a 
right  to  complain.  As  well  misht  the  Uoited 
States  claim  from  individual  stockholders  a  part 
of  their  profits  when  they  may  have  sold  their 
stock.  But  admitting  Government  made  $650,- 
000,  as  we  are  told,  by  its  stock,  and  that  tbe  other 
stockholders  may  charge  this  item  fairly;  the 
Government  can  certainly  ofiset  it,  by  shoving 
that  the  individual  stockholders  who  heidthesix 
per  cent,  debt)  as  a  part  of  the  bank  capiul,  have 
sold  also  at  an  advance,  and  out  of  the  public 
made  bv  their  sales  at  least  to  this  amoaot. 

Another  honorable  claim  is  said  to  be,  in  haring 
loaned  Government  great  sums  of  money.  Mr. 
L.  said  it  miffht  be  true,  and  it  was  also  trae.tbef 
had  received  six  per  cent,  for  the  loan,  altboogh 
a  great  part  of  the  money  loaned  was  actoaflf 
borrowed  by  the  bank  in  Holland,  at  a  rate  of  in- 
terest probablv  less  than  four  per  cent.  This  item 
of  honorable  claim  then  consisted  in  makiogaboot 
two  per  cent,  clear  money  out  of  the  Government; 
if  this  loan  formed  an  honorable  claim  to  the 
management  of  our  money  matters,  France  and 
Holland  it  was  certain  had  much  more  honorable 
claims,  as  they  loaned  us  money  when  oar  dis- 
tresses were  much  greater,  without  a  pledge  of 
anticipated  revenue  for  reimbursment,  as  this 
bank  has  had.  But  the  truth  was,  that  any  bank 
could,  if  it  chose,  loan  to  Government  for  moeh 
less  than  individuals,  because  in  case  of  a  press 
for  money  the  debts  due  from  the  Goveromeot 
would  alwavs  command  specie  in  the  market 
either  by  pledges  or  otherwise ;  a  bank  coaid 
therefore  discount  to  individuals  on  the  credit  of 
the  very  debt  which  was  due  them  by  GoTerp- 
ment  at  all  times  to  the  amount  of  one-half  of  it, 
and  would  therefore  lose  nothing  by  loaniag  to 
the  United  States  at  three  per  cent. 

Next  it  was  said,  the  bank  had  enabled  the  Got- 
ernmeot  to  collect  its  revenue.  Mr.  L.  ridicoled 
thit  idea,  and  aaid  that  the  State  banks  wooid 
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Yexy  thankfully  take  this  trouble,  as  well  as  many  I 
others,  the  United  States  Bank  complained  of,  as 
Tery  onerous.  But  last  of  all,  the  idea  of  the 
branch  banks  having  been  a  charge  to  the  insti- 
tution is  least  capable  of  being  supported,  after 
the  report  to  the  Senate  of  the  third  instant,  by 
which  it  seems  those  banks  have  averaged  a  div- 
ideod  of  more  than  thirteen  per  cent.,  while  the 
principal  bank  had  not  given  six  per  cent.,  ac- 
cordiog  to  their  own  account.  He  said  he  had 
meoiioned  those  things, only  because  they  looked 
like  attempts  to  impose  on  a  Legislature  they 
might  presume  to  be  ignorant  of  its  rights. 

Mr.  L.  then  said  he  would  consider  the  question 
of  continuing  the  United  States  Bank  Company's 
charter,  on  two  grounds^  principally-^ 

First,  as  to  the  necessity  which  existed  for  such 
a  measure : 

Secondly,  as  to  the  policy,  if  no  real  necessity 
existed. 

And  as  to  the  first,  he  said  it  was  easy  to  prove 
that  as  it  respected  the  interests  of  the  commu- 
nity at  large,  there  was  no  necessity  for  it,  but 
that  a  benefit  would  result  from  its  immediate 
dissolation.  From  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  it  appeared  they  had  $5,000,000  of 
specie  in  their  vaults  dead  and  taken  out  of  cir- 
culation ;  for  which  they  had,  according  to  the 
report,  given  us  a  circulation  in  bank  notes  to  the 
amount  of  $4,500,000.  The  public  then  had  lost 
a  circulation  of  $500,000,  besides  the  exchange 
of  specie  for  paper— $500,000  lay  dead  and  buried 
in  the  vault  of  this  bank  l 

The  public,  it  is  said,  are  under  the  necessity 
to  renew  this  charter,  because  the  amount  of  stock 
held  by  foreigners  would  immediately  be  sent  to 
them  in  specie.  Mr.  L.  controverted  the  correct- 
ness of  this  position,  and  said  k  was  contrary  to 
the  known  state  of  facts ;  that  foreigners  would 
not  withdraw  a  capital  from  this  country,  where 
they  could  get  six  per  cent,  in  our  public  debt  for 
it,  in-order  to  carry  it  home,  and  get  three  or  four 
per  cent.,  which  was  the  most  to  be  got  in  Elurope; 
they  would  not,  because  they  could  no  longer  get 
doable  as  much  as  in  Europe,  refuse  to  taxe  half 
as  much  more ;  and  this  they  might  do  by  buying 
the  public  debt,  which  was  to  be  had  at  two  per 
cent,  above  par  i  and  their  holding  that  would 
produce  no  danger  of  their  exercising  an  infiuence 
ID  our  commercial  towns,  but  on  the  contrary  a 
safety,  as  they  would  have  a  stake  in  the  stability 
of  our  Grovernment,  without  the  power  of  man- 
aging our  revenues. 

But,  for  argument  sake,  be  would  admit  that 
foreigners  might  be  guilty  of  the  folly  of  losing  so 
much,  because  they  could  not  gain  a  great  deal 
more,  and  endeavor  to  show,  that  if  they  did,  con- 
trary to  the  sense  of  their  own  interests,  withdraw 
this  capital,  it  would  produce  infinitely  less  evil 
to  this  country,  than  to  continue  their  charter, 
even  with  its  present  capital  :•— $7,300,000  of  the 
whole  capital  belonged  to  foreigners— $2,300,000 
of  the  whole  capital  consisted  of  public  debt  of 
six  per  cent.  Deduct  this  sum,  say  only  one-fifth, 
Would  ieavf  to  be  settled  for  in  «pcN:ie  to  the  whole 
Bumber  of  the  stockholders  $8,000,000.    Three- 


fourths  of  this,  or  $6,000,000,  belongs  to  foreigoen. 
$5,000,000  of  the  whole  capital  they  already  have; 
it  lies  in  their  vaults,  dead.  Tney  could  onlj 
wind  up  with  an  additional  $3,000,000  of  specie. 
Three-fourths  of  this  $3,000,000  foreigners  might 
withdriaw.  which  ia  now  in  use  in  the  country, 
to  wit :  the  sum  of  $2,250,000 ;  it  was  ail  the 
community  could  feel  the  loss  of.  But  continue 
the  bank,  and  according  to  the  principles  shown 
relative  to  actual  net  dividends,  foreigners  now 
get  from  us  about  $1,000,000  per  annum,  and  ae- 
cording  to  the  rate  of  dividend  admitted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  foreigners  get  fromut 
8  3-8ths  per  cent,  on  three  fourths  or  nearlj,  of 
$10,000,000,  equal  at  least  to  the  sum  of  about 
$630,000  per  annum,  by  which  in  less  than  four 
years  a  larger  amount  in  specie  would  be  remitted 
in  interest,  than  the  specie  capital  now  to  be  lost ; 
for  the  stockholders  in  Europe  live  upon  the 
interest.  As  soon  as  the  dividend  is  declared,  it 
draws  no  more,  and  is  remitted.  Mr.  L.  said  there 
never  was  a  time  when  this  country  could  spare 
the  specie,  if  it  was  to  be  taken  away,  better  thao 
the  present,  and  he  hoped  there  never  would  be 
a  time ;  for  it  was  a  known  fact,  that  the  or* 
ders  of  the  belligerents  had  so  narrowed  commer^ 
cial  pursuits,  that  a  very  small  sum  was  employed 
in  that  way,  and  immense  quantities  of  specie 
were  now  in  the  country ;  as  a  proof  of  it,  he  re* 
ferred  the  (jfentleman  from  South  Carolina  to  his 
own  State,  in  which  a  bank  had  lately  been  es- 
tablished, and  in  a  few  hours  greatly  over  sub* 
scribed ;  so  too  in  Baltimore,  where  several  had 
be^n  established  ;  and  in  other  mercantile  towns 
of  the  United  States.  In  addition  to  these  proofs, 
the  report  from  the  Mint  informed  us,  that  in  the 
last  year  near  $1,000,000  had  been  coined,  and 
bullion  remained  on  hand  more  than  thev  eonld 
work  up.  Another  circumstance  worthy  ot  notice, 
to  prove  that  our  situation  was  easy,  and  that  the 
little  trade  we  had  did  yield  a  balance  incur  favor: 
our  merchants  are  not  in  want  of  remittances ; 
bills  of  exchange  on  London  are  several  per  cent. 
below  par. 

Mr.  L.  then  adverted  to  the  evils  which  were 
said  to  be  likely  to  arise  to  individuals  from  the 
dissolution  of  the  charter,  and  contended  that 
they  were  not  real,  that  much  had  been  said  in 
and  out  of  doors  to  excite  alarm  on  this  subject. 
To  prove  them  not  real,  take  said  Mr.  L.,  the 
discounts  at  any  one  of  the  branches,  or  the  mother 
bank.  At  Boston,  for  instance,  the  loans  were  to 
the  amount  of  about  $1,000,0<)0  on  a  capital  of 
$700,000.  The  agent  of  the  bank  has  voluntarily 
stated,  (being  admitted  at  his  own  request  before 
a  committee,)  that  the  discounts  of  the  bank  were 
to  the  amount  of  three-fourths  on  real  paper.  Then 
in  Boston  $750,000  is  discounted  on  bills,  or  notes 
ffiven  for  value  between  merchant  and  merchant, 
lor  sales  and  purchases,  which  are  always  paid  at 
maturity,  but  which  the  holders  want  the  money 
sixty  days  before  hand  for.  This  business  could 
as  well  be  done,  everybody  knew,  by  private  bank- 
ers, who  would  be  very  glad  of  it,  or  other  banks 
always  will  give  a  preference  to  this  sojt  of  paper. 
It  is  no  inooDvenience  to  the  moneyed  interest  t9 
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diBooQQt  this,  aa  they  are  iiire  of  their  capital 
agaitt  in  BMy  days^  or  they  can  ia  the  meaatime 
tara  it  over,  if  occasion  requires. 

There  is  left  then  9860,000  due  from  what  is 
tailed  the  standing  custoniers.  It  is  a  well  known 
fact)  that  the  United  States  Bank  has,  from  the 
advantages  the  deposites  of  revenne  has  given 
tliem,  had  their  choice' of  customers ;  and,  give 
to  any  other  hank  in  their  vicinity  their  depmite^, 
fhey  will  be  very  rlad  to  take  those  customers 
off  their  hands,  and  to  four  chnes  the  amount  of 
them,  if  necessary. 

New  York  has  loaned  on  its  capital  to  the  mat*- 
est  proportion  in  amoun^of  any  of  the  branches — 
on  f  I.d00,0b0  it  has  loaned  94,175,000.  This  has 
baen  done,  the  report  of  the  bank  s«nptioned  by 
tlM  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  contrary 
notwithstandiDgfOn  the  amount  of  denositee  there, 
tile  iBMDense  deposites  bf  revenue  collected  there  s 
tfive  them  to  the.State  banks,  they  will  accommo- 
Sale  the  constant  customers  very  gladly  to  the 
MBount  of  one-fourth  as  has-been  stated,  or  if  ne- 
cessary, no  doubt  can  be  enterttflned,  to  the  whole 
amoun  t  of  the  $4,000,000. 

So,  said  Mr.  L.,  of  the  other  branches  in  other 
towns  i  but  taking  the  whole  tosether.  the  debt  to 
becontinaed  to  individuals  would  still  oe  reduced ; 
something  was  due  by  mortgage  and  bon^  ;  how 
much  no  one  but  the  branch  owneri  know,  sup- 
posiag  one-fourth  of  the  standing  debt,''whieb  may 
be  supposed  after  twenty  years  operation,  and  the 
whole  sum  with  whi6h  individuals'  would  require 
to  be  accommodated  would  be  less  then  $3,000,- 
eOO  in  all  the  banks. 

Haviii^  shown  that  there  was  no  necestity, 
either  of  a  public  or  private  nature,  which  im- 
posed the  continuance  of  the  United  States  Bank's 
ebarter,  Mr.  L»  said  be  would  endeavor  to  prove, 
tkstit  would  be  highly  impolitic  and  he  believed 
dangerous  to  the  safety  of  the  country  to  do  so. 

it  wasa  principle  which  the  old  charter  claimed, 
and  which  was  again  to  be  recognised  by  the  bill 
befere  the  House,  that  the- Govern ment  of  the 
United  Stateashould  have  no  control,  or  even  su- 
perintendence over  the  institotioa.  He  wae  one 
of  those  who  thought  this  power  ought  in  some 
degree  to  be  reserved  by  Qovernmcot,  as  their 
ahare  in  the  contract,  where  ir  was  of  much  mag- 
oitude  and  to  operate  so  materially  on  the  general 
interest,  as  well  private  as  political,  of  the  com- 
munity. It  was  true,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
anry  had  in  his  report  seemed  tosuppose  that  the 
Umled  Spates  had  a  control  over  this  institution. 
beetause  it  derived  its 'charter  from  ihe  National 
Legislature.  He. could  not  see  the  force  of  the 
observation,  inasmuch  as  After  the  grant  was  made 
it  was  held  independently,  and  he  believed  that 
the  weekly  return^  of  general  aceonnte  to  the 
office  of  the  Secretary,  which  was  the  only  thing 
lequired  to  be  doiie,  by  the  bank  officers,  could 
afford  but  a  feeble  check  upon  their  transactions ; 
it  might  amuse  a  gentleman  fond  of  looking  over 
statements  of  that  kind,  but  what  use  could  be 
made  of  them  7  Or  how  was  it  ascertained  they 
were  correct  ?  It  had  been  proved,  in  the  report 
made  on  them  of  the  third  instant,  that  they  were 


utterly  fallacious,  and  could  only  lead  to  deeep* 
tion-^nd  where  was  the  remedy  t  You  ctnoot 
penetrate  into  the  arcana,  the  hidden  springs  of 
the  money  engine.  It  would  not  perhaps  be  eo^ 
rect  that  GK>vernment  should  have  such  ao  inflo* 
enee  in  the  conduct  of  a  bank  as  to  control  its 
operations,,  but  he  believed  it  to  be  correct  thit 
Gqvernment  shoold  have  a  few  directors,  who 
should  operate  at  least  as  a  check,  and  tbroogh 
the  medium  of  whom  some  correct  informatios 
mi|ht  be  got,  when  necessary,  of  the  secret  op^ 
rations  of  a  secret  tribunal. 

His  next  objection  on  the  ground  of  policy  wis 
to  foreigners  holding  stock  at  all  in  a  bank  which 
is  used  for  national  purposes,  and  which  pani^ 
ularly  is  contemplated  to  have  the  safe4ceepingof 
the  revenues  of  the  country.  According  to  Uiis 
charter  and  the  proposed  bill,  there  was  notfaint 
to  prevent  foreigners  from  holding  the  whole 
of  tne  stock,  and  indeed  it  was  most  certain,  Mr. 
L.  said,  that  foreigners  would  rery  soon  become 
the  sole  stockholders.  In  March,  1809,  they  heM 
nearly  three-fourths.  Since  that  time  the  united 
States  Bank  stock  in  London  had  been  serenl 
per  cent,  above  the  American  market  price  for 
the  article.  It  was  therefore  a  profitable  remit* 
tance,  which  he  did  not  doubt  had  taken  place  at 
the  time  bills  were  high,  and  our  produce  snbjed 
to  seizures  in  every  Eluropean  sea.  Tbe  bill  pro- 
posed the  creation  of  85,000  shares,  nearly  eqoii  to 
910,000,000,  which  could  only  be  sold  to  a  ^at 
profit  in  Europe,  and  there  he  supposed  it  would 
be  sent  for  a  market.  Foreigners  will  tbeo  pos- 
sess in  our  country  a  capital  of  nearly  $80^000,000, 
aflbrding  a  circulation  to  three  times  tbe  amount 
if  they  choose,  which  must  influence  everf  part 
of  society.  Nor  would  the  United  States  be  at  all 
exempt  from  the  injttrions.effects  of  this  iofloence, 
from  a  false  reliance  on  the  discretion  of  her  cit- 
izens. Those  citizen  directors  would  be  elected 
by  foreigners.  King  Oeorge  the  Thirl  or  the  Em- 
peror Bonaparte,  may  send  their  men,  the  ostea- 
sible  owners  of  the  stock,  who  may  easily  fiod 
amonff  the  citizens  of  our  Republic  the  fricods 
and  advocates  of  crowned  heads.  The  former,  it 
i«  said,  already  owns  a  considerable  portion  of 
this  bank,  and  the  latter  should  he  ever  designs 
vital  injury  to  this  country,  could  in  no  way  so 
successfully  eilbctit,as  by  taking  the  managemeot 
of  our  money  matters.  To  buy  this  engine  wooM 
cost  him  80  or  $30,000,000— nothing  to  the  msa 
who  has  in  his  hands  the  resources  of  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe.  If  gentlemen's  fears,  so  ofteo 
expressed  on  this  floor,  have  not  all  been  mere 
afiectation,  and  intended  to  mislead  us  iato  das- 
geroos  alliances  with  England,  let  them  reflect 
on  this  subject. 

Besides  the  political  point  of  rain,  there  wis 
another  in  which  the  impolicy  of  permitu'ng  for- 
eigners to  control  such  an  engine  among  us  wv 
glaring.  Havioe  the  official  power,  and  it  bent 
not  improbable  that  forei^ers  might  of  neeessitT 
be  compelled  to  exercise  it,  when  all  the  stock 
shall  have  gone  into  foreign  hands,  they  wosM 
easily  manage  to  choose  such  a  direction  as  woom 
give  the  accommodations  from  the  bank  io  seen 
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«  wif  as  to  fiivof  sad  prareat  any  fwrtieolar 
coarse  of  trade,  most  beaefieial  to  themaelTea  aad 
injarious  to  the  Uaited  8taf»  ^aad  this  inde- 
pendeatly  of  the  pditical  li? oritism  which  it  is 
«aid  his  already  beea  pretty  generally  ezeroised. 
In  order  to  make  himself  better  aaderstood,  Mr. 
L.  said  he  woald  fuppoeea  ease^and  put  it  io  tueh 
form  as  woQld  not  De  repuf  aaot  to  the  feeliDgs 
of  as 7  one  io  the  House.  S oppose  Bonaparte 
vas  to  make  the  Frenefa  a  great  eomtnereial 
nation ;  that  they  were  to  form  coanezions  with 
Tory  many  of  oar  American  merchants  ia  our 
own  eoantry,  that  the  profits  on  their  trade  were 
to  become  ideatified,  and  their  coorse  of  trade  the 
same ;  that  other  great  French  merchants,  who 
had  not  partnera  among  Qs^  shoold  have  their 
agents,  not  only  to  do  tMir  mercaotiie  bnsiness. 
bnt  also  a  sort  of  spies  on  oar  merchants  as  well 
as  our  <3ovenimeDt.  Could  any  maa  doabt  what 
woold  be  the  eoosequenee  of  giving  these  foreiga 
agents  the  encouragement  of  a  specie  fund  of 
^,000,000  ?— that  it  wonld  have  the  direct  effect 
of  eagrosstng*  among  them  the  principal  means 
of  carrying  on  oar  trade,  and  enabling  them  to 
cramp  and  destroy  the  American  merchant,  if 
soeh  a  character  tfndersiieh  cireamstances,  would 
be  found  among  us? 

In  another,  and  still  more  akiuMOg  point  of 
▼iew,.t|he  renewal  of  the  cbHrter, -particularly 
with  an  increased  capital,  was  objectionable,  ft 
irpeated  the  indeoeooy  committed  on  the  States, 
ofaathorizing  twenty-five  persons,  under  foreign 
influence,  to  send  into  th«m  any  portion  of  capital, 
under  managers  of  their  own  delegatioa,  witnout 
eoDsoltiog  the  State  authorities.  This  was  bad 
enough  when  the  stock  was  held  by  the  United 
Slates  and  critizens  of  it,  and  when  the  capital 
WIS  only  $10,000,000;  but  increase  it  to  twentir 
or  thirty  millioiis,  as  may  be  contemplated,  it  will 
not  be  borne  by  the  States.  They  ought,  aad  will 
refuse  adfDittance,  to  those  foreign  agents.  Le< 
it  be  rememberad,  that  when  the  branches  were 
admitted  under  the  present  charter,  it  was  not 
only  uader  the  recommending  circumstances  be- 
fore mentioned,  but  it  was  a  time  when  the  States 
had  BO  banks  of  their  own.  They  have  all  now 
institutions  of  this  kind|  and  they  will  not  suier 
an  intrusion  so  unreasonable,  unless  they  parti^ 
cipate  in  the  advantages,  and  are  made  sate  by 
some  share  in  the  control.  Virginia,  in  1706,  per- 
mitted the  introduction  of  a  branch,  she  has  siace 
banks  of  her  own^  some  of  which  hare  smarted 
under  the  lash  of  this  bank.  Increase  the  power 
of  this  forjpign  engine  an  hundred  per  cent,  and 
Virginia  would  not  consent  to  entertain  it— he 
hoped  she  wonld  not.  Mr.  L.  declared  that  he 
did  not  beltere  the  stockholders  in  the  United 
States  bad  any  right  to  make  a  contract  for  a  re- 
newal ;  a  general  meeting  coald  enl^r  ezercise 
powers  withiathe  grant  of  the  charter— it  required 
all,  or  at  lease  a  majority,  to  make  a  new  contract. 

Mr.  L.  nezt  adverted  to  the  particular  section 
he  had  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  bill.  He  re- 
marked, on  the  first  provision,  whioh  proposed  a 
sale  of  this  privilege  ^o  the  United  States  Bank 
company  for  twenty  years,  for  the  price  of  $1,250,- 


000,  that  although  the  establishment  of  the  M»- 
tiottial  Bank  on  proper  principles  was  presumed 
to  b»  accessary  to  the  proper  management  of  the 
finauoes,  to  giaiit  an.  ezelusive  privilege  of  such 
aninstilutioa  wis  anconstitutional^*that  the  Con- 
stitution had  only  authorized  this  kind  of  high  pre- 
rogative ((rant  to  the*authors  of  useful  inventionsi 
thereby  intending  to 'foster  genius,  and  not  rivet 
on  the  community  the  powers  of  a  political  or 
corporate  body.  No  one  would  pretend,  that  a 
baaJc  was  of  new  invention.  The  Bank  of  North 
America  was  older  than  the  United  States  Bank. 
For  ihe  purposes  of  finances,  it  was  not  necessary 
the  right  should  be  ezelusive,  but  the  contrary ; 
and  very  great  safety  as  well  as  utilitv  might  be 
fouad  in  competition.  It  was  possible  it  might 
have  beea  deemed  necessary,  on  the  first  estab- 
lishment of  the  bank,  when  its  success  might  have 
beea  supposed  doabcful.  It  coald  not  now  be  ad- 
vocated for  that  reason,  or  any  other  reconcilable 
with  the  principles  of  justice  and  common  sense^ 

Bat  Mr.  L.  said  he  could  not  account  for  the 
nsoBsCrous  proposition  contained  in  this  provision. 
The  bank  company  were  to  be  authorized  to  sell 
25^  shares,  equal  to  $10,000,000  more  of  cap- 
ital, for  their  own  emoloment.  This  would  pro- 
bably be  worth  to  them  twice  Or  thrice  as  much 
as  toey  were  to  give  for  the  renewal  of  the  charter. 
They  would,  he  presuiBed,  be  wM  also  to  foreign- 
ers, and  thus  there  would  be  introduced  an  addi- 
tional foreign  bank  capital,  which  would  6ver- 
whelm  all  the  little  American  institutions  of  the 
kind.  Mr.  Li%said  he  was  afraid  he  could  not 
speak  with  temper  on  this  subject ;  and  asked  if 
geatlemea  thought  it  «zpedient  to  make  this  sale 
of  their  interests  to  folreigners.  He  could  not 
deign  to  look  at  the  paltry  and  inadequate  consid- 
eration ;  hut  he  beheved  that  it  would  be  better 
for  the  United  States  this  moment  to  be  com- 
pelled to  engage,  in  a  seven  years  foreign  war, 
than  to  consent  to  be  subjugated  in  the  manner 
this  monstrous  proposition  would  effect. 
•  By  the  nezt  provision  they  were  not  to  be  oom- 
pelled  to  loaa  to  the  United  States  more  than 
$5/)00,000,  and  a  rate  of  interest  seemed  to  be* 
fized  for  that,  at  siz  per  cent. — for  if  the  bank 
were  uuwilling^  to  lend  a  cent,  (the  foreigners 
might  not  like  to  aid  our  Governmenti  particn- 
iarly  in  times  of  diflkulty)  they  need  not  do  it, 
unless  we  give  them  siz  per  cent.,  and  then  not 
ezceeding  $5,000,000— when  it  is  known  to  any 
man,  ^ho  is  capable  of  a  moment's  reflection,  that 
a  bank  can  always  loan  to  Government  for  half 
the  rate  it  uan  loan  to  an  individual.  At  all 
evenu,a  bank  can  loaoto Government  the  amount 
of  its  capital,  by  partial  calls,  as  the  section  pro- 
vided, at  a  low  rate  of  interest,  as  they  have  the 
greatest  focility  in  their  power  of  securing  eztra 
funds — but  most  particularly  a  bank  whose  pa- 
per is  reiseivable  in  all  payments  to  GKiverament. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  had  but  the  moment  the  subjeet 
was  called  up  had  aa  opportuuitjr  of  glancing  at 
the  bill,  as  he  had  been  necessanlv  and  involun- 
tarily absent  for  several  days,  and  nad  rode  a  con- 
siderable distance  that  morning  to  the  House* 
He  hoped  he  might  have  misapprehended  the 
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mischief  of  the  proyiso.  He  proceeded  to  the 
next  paragraph,  aod  said  he  found  some  difficulty 
in  UDderstaDdiog  it,  from  reading  it  in  bis  place. 
It  contemplated  a  contract  with  this  institution 
to  have  ihe  deposites  of  our  revenues,  by  agreeing 
to  an  interest  of  three  per  cent,  when  tney  exceeded 
a  certain  sum,  and,  if  he  understood  the  biil,  there 
must  be  a  sum  of  three  millions  in  the  bank  for 
fourteen  months  before  the  United  States  would 
be  entitled  to  draw  any  interest,  and  after  they 
notifjr  their  intention  to  draw  interest  they  must 
permit  the  whole  of  this  sum  to  remain  at  least 
twelve  months  longer.  These  were  hard  terms, 
and  nothing  but  an  exclusive  privilege  would 
compel  a  sunmission  to  them,  for  the  State  banks 
would  be  glad  to  have  our  deposites  on  better 
terms,  could  we  be  left  at  liberty  to  offer  them. 
Is  it  said,  said  Mr.  L.,  that  they  soould  be  assured 
of  the  use  of  our  money  for  at  least  two  years  and 
two  months,  should  get  at  least  eight,  he  believed 
,  eleven  per  cent,  for  it,  and  only  give  tnree  1  But 
on  more  important  grounds  of  consideration,  can 
we  submit  that  this  institution  shall,  whether  we 
will  it  or  not,  keep  possession  of  our  revenues  for 
at  least  twelve  months?  Suppose  in  times  of 
pace  our  revenues  should  accumulate  to  950,- 
000,000  of  deposites,  Great  Britain  or  France 
takes  occasion  suddenly  to  declare  war  against 
us.  Their  subjects  then  have  this  sum  at  their 
command  for  twelve  months,  while  we  may  sue 
for  $5,000,000  or  a  loan  of  six  per  cent.,  and  they 
have  $50,000,000  of  our  money  at  three  per  cent., 
and  before  the  twelve  months  expire,  may  pay  us 
with  the  cannon  it  has  bought  for  them. 

But  the  United  States  are  also,  if  a  future  law 
can  be  obtained  in  this  House  for  the  purpose,  to 
have  a  right  to  subscribe  for  blank  shares  I  How 
complete  is  the  delusion  here  intended  by  the 
ag^ents  of  this  bank.  They  go  first  into  market 
with  their  ten  millions  of  stock.  If  a  law  after- 
wards can  be  got,  (and  we  know  how  difficult  it 
is  to  get  a  law  passed  through  both  Houses  on 
any  subject)  the  United  States  may  then  go  into 
market  with  their  stock,  provided  they  do  not  sell 
.  below  a  certain  price,  which  at  least  may  be  pre- 
aumed  twenty-five  per  cent.  The  bank  company 
are  also  in  market,  and  they  can  make  the  Sl,250^- 
000  they  give  for  an  extension  of  their  charter,  if 
they  sell  their  $10,000,000  at  12^  per  cent ;  if  they 
sell  at  twenty-five  per  cent,  they  get  $2,500,000, 
and  gain  in  numero  by  the  bill  before  us,  the  clear 
sum  of  $1,250,000,  instead  of  paying  that  sum 
for  it. 

Mr.  L.  said  nothing  could  be  more  partial  than 
the  nrovision  with  respect  to  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia ;  reciprocity  in  contracts  was  a  maxim  of 
justice  not  to  be  dispensed  with  ;  but  this  United 
States  Bank,  as  it  is  falsely  called,  might  intro- 
duce its  branches  into  the  distric^  and  establish 
aoch  a  capital  here  as  to  destroy  the  banks  already 
here,  and  carry  its  foreign  influence  into  the  very 
heart  of  our  country.  Can  it  be  the  design  of 
gentlemen  to  destroy  the  growing  prosperity  of 
this  place  ?  Mr.  L.  called  on  the  Western  Rep- 
resentation and  the  Potomac  interests  to  oppose 
the  bill.    He  enlarged  on  the  propriety  of  foster- 


ing the  interests  of  the  district  as  a  great  mcaia 
of  preserving  the  Union,  and  promoting  the  con- 
venience of  the  Government. 

Mr.  L.  further  remarked,  that  the  observstioni 
he  had  made  were  under  the  pressure  of  extreme 
fatigue,  and  hoped  the  Committee  would  pardon 
him  for  detaining  them,  as  he  had  done  it  only 
from  a  sense  of  duty  to  his  country's  interests; 
that  on  another  day  he  should  be  better  able,  he 
hoped,  to  face  the  threatening  danger;  for  he  was 
told,  but  he  could  not  believe  it,  that  a  majority 
of  the  House  had  thought  favorably  of  the  bill ; 
he  declared  it  to  be  impossible  i — and  said,  that 
of  all  the  unwise  acts  of  the  most  on  wise  Admis- 
istration  of  this  country,  none  had  ever  equalled 
in  madness  and  folly  the  present  project. 

Mr.  Taylor  said,  it  almost  always  happened, 
when  gentlemen  rose  and  prefaced  their  remarb 
with  a  declaration^  that  it  was  the  first  time  they 
had  read  the  bill  under  discussion,  that  they  made 
mistakes ;  and  the  allusion  just  now  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  to  his.  Mr.  T.'s  listlessnesi 
to  his  arguments,  proceeded  from  the  gentleman's 
having  argued  for  half  an  hour  on  a  Uank  in  the 
biil.  Does  the  gentleman  suppose,  said  Mr.  T., 
that  he  is  now  addressing  a  countj  coart,aod 
that  the  advantages  of  special  pleadiag  are  to  be 
allowed  to  him  7  All  the  debate  which  can  take 
place,  cilnnot  change  the  vote  of  any  members  of 
the  House.  They  have  not  been  absent,  like  bio, 
from  the  House,  nor,  like  hira,  for  the  first  time 
seen  the  bill  to-day. 

Sir,  I  am  no  stockholder.  I  neither  hold  a  share 
in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  nor  any  bank 
in  the  United  States.  I  am  of  that  class  of  the 
community  by  some  called  clodhoppers.  For 
their  interests  I  stand  up.  I  wish  that  the  char- 
ter may  be  extended,  and  am  desirous  io'tbatway 
to  paralyze  the  speculation  now  standing,  like  the 
pike,  ready  to  snap  at  the  bait.  .1  am  an  advoate 
for  the  interests  of  the  honest  yeomanry  of  this 
country.  It  is  due  to  them  and  to  thisHoose 
that  I  should  explain  the  motives  on  which  I  act ; 
the  grounds  on  which  I  proceed,  in  relation  to 
one  topic,  which  the  gentleman  forgot,  bat  which 
be  might  find  a  fair  excuse  for  in  his  own  bill*  I 
mean  the  constitutionality  of  the  nroposition  for 
erecting  or  continuing  a  bank  at  all. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has 
given  to  the  Legislature  of  the  United  States  ee^ 
tain  powers,  amongst  which  is  the  power  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises. 
and  the  power  to  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of 
the  United  States;  and  the  concluding  clause  of 
power,  applicable  to  all  the  powers  granted,  gires 
power  to  make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  for 
carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers. 
As  the  gentleman  himself  admitted,  and  as  we 
have  been  told  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, the  highest  authority  in  the  nation  on  fioan- 
cial  afiairs,  that  a  banking  institution  is  absolotely 
necessary  for  collecting  and  transferring  the  ref' 
enue  of  the  United  States,  I  am  saved  the  troa- 
ble  of  establishing  the  constitutionality  of  (he 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  He  admits  that  one 
bank  is  necessary,  and,  because  one  is,  two  might 
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beescablished.  I  take  the  other  end  of  the  argu- 
ment, that  a  general  hank  is  necessary  for  carry- 
ing CD  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Qovernment,  and 
that  Governaaent  is  bound  to  incorporate  an  in- 
stitation  of  that  sort,  under  the  words  ^  necessary 
and  proper."  If  one  Bank  of  the  United  States 
is,  for  that  purpose,  necessary  and  proper,  and 
sufficient,  all  the  power  to  be  deriTed  from  that 
article  or  the  Constitution  is  eihausted,  and  we 
cannot  exercise  it  any  further.  Havioff  obtained 
sach  an  institution  as  is  necessary  for  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue,  you  cannot  by  any  power  in 
the  Constitution  nultipiv  institutions  for  the 
same  purpose, as  you  will  haTe  one  coming  up  to 
the  definition  of  ^  necessary  and  proper."  There- 
fore, when  Congress  shall  hare  granted  a  charter 
to  any  one  bank,  I  believe  it  would  be  incompe- 
tent in  the  Le^^islarure  to  grant  a  charter  to  any 
other  bank  in  Che  United  States,  under  the  excuse 
ot  its  being  necessary  and  proper  for  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States;  because 
they  will  have  exercised  their  power  to  the  full 
extent.  When  they  transcend  it,  I  will  join  gen- 
tlemen, and  say  that  we  are  treading  on  unconsti- 
tutional ground.  It  is  from  the  necessity  of  the 
esse  that  the  monopoly  arises. 

The  impolicy  of  employing  foreign  capital  has 
been  very  much  inveighed  against.  Does  the 
gentleman  recollect  the  case  of  a  majority  of 
planters  in  the  Southern  States — that  they,  trom 
jresr  to  year,  are  in  the  constant  habit  of  borrow- 
ing foreign  capital?  They  open  accounts  with 
the  merchant  on  the  first  day  of  January,  and  if 
they  pay  punctually,  tbey  pay  them  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  The  merchant,  if  he  acts  wisely,  adds 
to  bis  profit  tbe  interest  of  the  sum  he  owes  over 
the  water  for  his  goods ;  and  the  planters  pay 
(his  "foreign  tribute."  Has  the  country  grown 
the  poorer  for  it  ?  Look  back,  sir,  to  the  first  set- 
tlement of  the  country,  and  the  value  of  every 
acre  of  land  which  has  been  opened  and  cultivat- 
ed by  the  aid  of  this  very  foreign  capital.  It  is  a 
new  idea  to  me  that  we  should  thus  start  at  the 
bogbear  of  foreign  capital.  I  thought  the  couti- 
try  was  more  flourishing,  in  proportion  as  you 
bold  forth  to  foreigners  an  inducement  to  employ 
their  capital  here.  If  we  pay  five  per  cent,  tot  a 
capital  on  which  we  gain  ten,  fiAeen,  or  twenty 
per  cent.,  it  is  a  gain  to  the  country.  The  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  is  fallacious.  Practice, 
which  is  a  better  guide  than  any  theoretical 
speculations,  will  show  that  the  wealth  of  the 
country  has  been  increased  from  this  foreign  cap- 
ital, from  this  bugbear,  which  the  gentleman  is  so 
much  alarmed  at. 

But,  says  the  gentleman,  there  will  be  a  foreign 
influence.  Gkorge  III  may  come  over  to  reside 
here,  I  suppose ;  tor,  unless  he  were  here,  he  could 
not  vole.  Sir,  if  the  sky  were  to  fall,  we  should 
catch  larks;  and  that  is  not  a  more  extreme  case 
than  the  gentleman's  hypothesis. 

Mr.  LovB  said  he  had  supposed  that  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  would  send  his  agents  to  reside 
here,  who,  being  ostensible  owners  of  the  stock, 
might  have  the  whole  direction  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  Tatlor  continued. — Then,  it  seems,  that 


we  are  relieved  at  least  from  one  bugbear.  All 
Europe  would  be  much  obliged  to  us,  too,  I  fancy,, 
if  Bonaparte,  either  by  himself  or  proxies,  were 
to  come  here  to  speculate  in  bank  stock,  instead 
of  busying  himself  with  the  afiairs  of  Europe 
All  Europe  would  be  glad  to  see  him  emploved 
as  a  stockjobber  in  the  streets  of  Boston,  or  else^ 
wtiere.  How  are  these  Monarchs,  by  their  agents,, 
to  rule  the  bank  and  work  these  wonders  by  it, 
when,  by  the  original  charter  of  the  institution,  it 
is  required  that  stockholders,  who  are  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  shall  alone  be  eligible  as  bank 
directors  ?  Suppose,  however,  that  foreign  stock- 
holders had  all  this  influence,  and  exerted  it  to 
gain  the  direction  of  the  bank — if  they  continued 
the  bank  pursuant  to  the  ordinary  rules  which 
every  shop-keeper  knows  it  oug[ht  to  pursue;  if 
the  bank  should  pursue  its  own  interest,  it  would, 
at  the  same  time,  pursue  ours.  The  moment  it 
was  attempted  to  be  made  a  political  engine,  that 
moment  the  jealousy,  which  a  free  people  feeb. 
would  at  once  withdraw  custom  from  it.  It  woula 
sink.  It  is  only  by  pursuing  its  own  interest  that 
this  bank  can  flourish,  I  wish  it  in  such  hands 
that  it  will  pursue  its  own  interest.  I  can  no 
more  suppose  that  it  will  be  made  use  of  by  for- 
eign influence  to  our  injury,  than  that  the  credit 
given,  of  a  year,  and  sometimes  longer,  to  our 
planters  for  stufis,  hoes,  and  working  utensils,  dte., 
operates  to  the  injury  of  the  country.  Neither 
would  I  give  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  any  control  over  this  institution.  I  would 
not  put  into  the  hands  of  one  party  or  another,  as 
it  became  rotten  by  its  own  sins,  the  power  of 
wielding  such  a  moneyed  enginie  as  this.  The 
jealousy  of  a  freeman  which  would,  in  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  be  allayed  by  such  a 
course,  would  make  me  abhor  giving  the  Qovern- 
ment  the  control  over  it.  I  then  should  stand  up 
a  stickler  for  State  rights  and  against  measures 
tending  to  bring  about  a  consolidation  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  For  that  rea- 
son, as  a  Republican,  I  am  opposed  to  vesting  the 
Government  with  any  indirect  surreptitious  power 
of  controlling  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  for  party  purposes.  I  do  not  know 
but  what  I  may  wish  to  see  the  present  majority, 
if  they  degenerate  as  they  may,  entirely  changed. 
I  do  not  say  such  will  be  the  case,  but  it  might. 
If  it  were.  I  wish  not  to  have  this  engine  operat- 
ittgagainst  me. 

With  respect  to  State  rights,  I  believe  it  is  more 
easily  to  be  demonstrated,  but  of  which  I  shall 
not  attempt  the  demonstration,  that  the  States 
are  constitutionally  prohibited  from  erecting 
banks  in  their  own  States,  than  this  Government 
from  erecting  the  bank  we  are  now  discussing. 
I  fancy  these  bank  bills  are  but  bills  of  credit, 
after  all,  which  the  Constitution  expressly  pro- 
hibits the  State  governments  from  issuing;  but 
as  the  States  have,  without  even  saying  by  your 
leave,  sir,  exerted  this  power,  and  lam  contented 
that  they  should  have  it,  I  would  let  the  usage  or 
custom  establish  the  law  on  the  subject.  In  the 
same  manner.  I  am  willing  that  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  from  the  same  usage,  the 
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«ame  costoiD,  tbesame  acquiescence,  in  this  Bank 
«f  the  UDited  Slates, should  have  the  advantage  of 
the  same  sort  of  usaee.    I  recollect  well  to  have 
heard,  in  the  first  Administration  of  WASOiNii- 
TON,  that,  under  the  treaty-making  clause,  the 
President  construing  the  word  "advice"  to  mean 
aometbing  more  than  mere  consent,  did  actually 
■^0  into  the  Senate  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
treaty  with  McGillivray  and  the  Indians;  and. 
(finding  the  thins  so  utterly  impracticable,  bad  to 
letire  and  do  it  bv  bis  deputy  ;  and,  from  the  in- 
conveniejace  of  the  thing,  the  word  ** advice"  is 
practically  erased  from  the  Constitution.   ^I  do 
not  find,  even  under  the  Republican  Administra- 
tion of  Mr.  Jefferson,  that  it  was  attempted  to  re- 
duce the  clause  to  practice.    When  the  Senate 
give  their  consent  now,  they  give  their  advice 
also;  but  their  advice  is  never  asked  before  the 
treaty  is  finished.     Sir,  I  could  turn  to  cases,  too, 
in  which  the  Republican  Administration  have 
covenanted  and  agreed  with  this  company  for 
loans — with  this  company,  which,  if  the  doctrine 
DOW  urged  be  correct,  received  a  stolen  charter, 
and  with  whom  it  would,  in  such  case,  be  as  dis- 
graceful to  trade,  as  for  a  man  to  trade  with  a 
notorious  receiver  of  stolen  goods.    Precedent  is 
strong  on  this  point.    The  State  which  the  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Love)  represents,  has  given  strong 
proofs,  that  usage  has  weight  with  them.    What 
nave  they  done,  which  evinced  it?    In  the  year 
1795,  when  the  interest  on  debts  due  to  the  State 
of  Virginia  amounted  to  but  two  per  cent,  a  spe- 
cial law  was  ^ssed  by  the  State  Legislature, 
authorizing  this  institution  to  receive  six -per 
cent,  when  others  received  but  &ve»    If  that  was 
not  an  acquiescence  in  it.  I  know  not  what  is. 
The  State  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent 
(South  Carolina)  has  not,    to  be  sure,  traded 
with,  the  institution  ;  but  every  year,  for  the  last 
six  or  seven  J  in  the  annual  tax  bill,  tne  collectors 
have  been  directed  to  receive  the  tax  in  silver,  or 
gold,  or  paper  of  the  branch  bank  at  Charleston, 
Of  their  own  bank.    If  this  be  not  trading  with 
tnem,  it  is  an  acquiescence  in  the  value  of  the 
bills  issued  by  that  institution,'  and  is,  so  far,  a 
manifestation  of  the  public  sentiment.    I  dare 
say,  if  I  had  the  statute  laws  of  other  States  in 
the  Union,  the  same  sort  of  acquiescence  might 
be  produced  on  record.    It  is  the  case  in'  the  State 
of  New  York. 

On  the  pubject  of  loans,  sir,  it  was  the  policy  of 
that  very  Republican  Administration  which  that 
gentleman  applauded,  it  will  be  the  policy,  I  hope, 
of  this  Administration,  not  to  obtain  money  on 
extensive  loans ;  the  idea  of  a  public  debt  being 
a  public  blessiuff,  seems  to  have  been  exploded  ; 
and  temporary  loans  are  to  be  obtained  only  from 
moneyed  institutions.  Individuals  loaning  for  a 
short  time,  and  who  are  obliged  to  go  into  market 
Co  reinvest  their  stock,  ask  a  greater  premium  for 
iheir  money.  Practiee  has  proved  that  banks  can 
do  otherwise. 

The  argument  of  the  gentleman  that  Gk>vern- 
ment  will  be  obliged  to  ^tve  six  per  centum  for 
money,  would  tax  him  with  a  waut  of  candor,  if 
he  had  not  said  that  he  had  but  just  read  the  bill. 


The  bank  will  have  do  advantage  over  other  io- 
dividuals  in  this  respect,  unless  they  make  a  loao 
for  a  shorter  time,  and  on  lower  terms.  The  bill 
fixes  the  maximum  but  not  the  minimuai.  It  does 
not  prevent  the  United  Stales  from  borrowing 
money  at  five  per  cent.,  or  three  per  cent.,  or  tt 
the  lowest  rate  at  which  money  could  be  obtained 
across  the  Atlantic  from  a  Dutch  broker.  The 
maximuni  was  inserted  to  prevent  foreignen 
from  screwing  the  Gk>vernment,  aad  obtaintog 
extravagant  interest.  We  can  only  look  to  the 
bank  for  temporary  loans.  If  Government  should 
ever  be  so  sorely  pressed  as  to  require  larger  loaos 
than  five  millions,  it  would  be  policy  to  make  ex- 
tended terms,  to  reduce  the  interest.  What  will 
be  the  consequence  of  putting  down  this  and  re- 
fusing to  establish  any  other  dmilar  institntioo? 
When  we  want  to  borrow  we  must  apply  to  the 
States- for  acts  of  their  Legialaturea  to  auihorixe 
their  banks  to  lend  money,  and  be  thrown  back 
into  the  state  of  the  Congress  under  the  Old  Cos- 
federation,  when  they  called,  and  called  a|[aio, 
and  could  not  obtain  a  compliaoce  with  their  re- 
quisitions. Loans  for  temporary  aisccHaamodatioii 
only  ought  to  be  asked. 

The  language  and  feelings  of  the  State  Legis- 
latures are  4)rought  into  view,  and  an  attempt  is 
made  to  frighten  the  House  with  this  sort  of 
thunder  clouds.  They  pass  by,  like  the  idle  wind. 
They  have  no  effect  on  me.  I  will  teli  you  where 
you  will  naeet  with  the  scowl  of  the  Stare  Le- 
gislatures— for  they  are  not  composed  of  moneyed 
capitalists,  but  of  the  honest  yeooaaory  of  the 
country.  It  would  be,  to  issue  exchequer  bills,  to 
send  afloat  another  Yazoo  bubbles—to  blow  with 
a  mighty  wind  the  shocking  flame  of  depravity, 
which  has  already  caught  m  some  parts  of  oar 
countr/—!  ooean  the  spirit  of  specolauoo,  which 
will  diffuse  itself  from  one  end  of  the  contiaeat 
to  the  other  in  these  exchequer  bills,  or  these 
bank  bills  to  pass,  after  we  put  to  death  the  pres- 
ent bank.  This  Phmnix,  which  the gentlemaa is 
to  raise  from  the  ashes  of  the  defunct  institutioo, 
is  to  go  forth — cat  bono  7  That  so  much  oolr 
shall  M  given  for  them  by  the  moneyed  capital- 
ist, as  shall  enable  hi  in  to  speculate  on  the  unwa- 
ry. The  six  millions  of  profit  will  not  accrue  to 
the  United  States,  but  the  cormorants  will  gorge 
with  it — the  speculators  from  one  end  of  the  coa- 
tinent  to  the  other  will  reap  the  benefit.  On  the 
contrary,  sir,  the  money  to  be  received  under  this 
bill  would  go  into  the  hands  of  the  honest  yeo- 
manry of  this  country ;  for,  when  it  is  in  the 
Treasury,  it  is  so  much  deducted  from  what  tbef 
would  otherwise  have  had  to  pay.  When  exche- 
quer bills  are  circulated,  where  at  last  do  they  go? 
After  the  cormorants  and  rooks  have  made  the 
most  of  them,  they  travel  across  the  Atlantic, 
and  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  not  bene- 
fited but  injured  by  them.  The  end  of  both 
schemes,  is,  according  to  the  gentleman's  own 
showing,  that  the  stock  aad  interest  will  go  into 
the  poNckets  of  foreigners.  Where,  then,  is  the 
objection  to  the  present  plan,  which  would  not 
equally  apply  to  his  own  1    1  cannot  see  it. 

Not  only,  sir,  will  the  Governmeni  of  the  Uni- 
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ted  States,  seeonKn^  to  the  OM^of  commcreitl 
nations,  naakc  this  oompanf  ft^rlf  and  honettlj 
jiay  the  Talne  of  tkeir  cbarter^  with  the  condi- 
tions annexed,  but  there  is  a  benefit  given  to  the 
United  States  of  drawing  interest  upon  deposites 
to  a  certain  anaoont,  which  they  had  not  under 
the  oid  charter.  There  is  aiso  an  advantage  giv- 
en to  the  United  States  of  subscribing. nine  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  not  more  than  once  in  any  one 
year ;  and,  from  the  manner  in  which  il  is  con- 
dnetecL  and  aceording  to  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary or  the  Treasury,  which  must  be  correct,  or 
be  is  wanting  in  his  duty,  which  no  man  in  the 
House  suspects ;  from  each  of  those  millions  you 
sabacribe  you  will  receive,  perhaps,  as  high  a 
profit  as  upon  tboie  bank  shares  which  were  sold 
to  Sir  Fraoeis  Baring  and  Company,  at  45  per 
cent,  advance,  say,  however,  only  25  per  centum, 
which  will  make  the  profit  on  each  million,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  But,  this  is 
too  low  a  calculation.  I  believe  shares  will  rise 
much  higher — not  from  their  real  value— but  I 
will  state  candidly  that  1  believe  thev  will  be  sold 
to  foreigners,  and  that  we  shall  get  fifty  per  cent, 
on  each  share,  and  for  each  million,  $500,000  ad- 
vance, which  will  be  a  total  profit  to  the  United 
States  of  94,5B0,000,  which,  with  91.260,000,  to 
be  paid  down,  will  be  $5,750,000,  equal  to  the 
promised  bonus  from  the  gentleman's  exchequer 
bills,  without  the  bobble  they  would  raise.  If 
the  plan,  which  I  propose,  be  adopted,  there  will 
be  no  uproar  ana  speenlatiooF  tnroughont  the 
coatinent;  the  mercantile  gentlemen  will  man- 
age it  among  themselves,  and  we  clodhoppers 
shall  not  sufifer  from  it.  On  the  contrary,  we  shall 
feel  the  benefit  of  it  in  having  saved  us  a  eootri- 
botion  of  sis  milUons  of  dollars  to  the  public 
Treasury,  ft  will  pat  down  the  tfphrit  of  specu- 
lation, and .  for  that  paramount  reeson,  if  there 
vete  no  other,  I  would  adopt  it  in  pvderenee  to 
aay  other  system. 

I  will  slate,  aad  it  is  fair  that  I  should  do  so, 
that  the  committee  have  had  a  conference  with 
theagenuof  the  Bank  and  with  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  You  have  got,  said  the  latter, 
the  utmost  extent  of  the  bonas  you  ought  io  ex- 
pect ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  I  believe,  sir,  I  may 
say,  that  there  is  the  ntmost  probability  that  if 
the  bill  passes  with  the  provision  contained  in  it, 
or,  with  sueh  reasonable  modifications  as  may  be 
made,  it  will  be  accepted.  The  establishment  or 
renewal  of  the  bank  will  save  yon  the  necessity 
of  borrowiag  the  sum  necessary  to  supply  the 
deficit  in  the  Treasury  on  disadvantageous  terms; 
beeause  you  will  be  able  to  borrow  it  to  be  repaid 
in  as  short  a  time  as  you  please  to  ask*  It  we 
wish  not  to  creadi  a  national  debt  it  is  all-im- 
portant that  we  should  have  it  in  bnr  power  to 
borrow  monev  for  short  periods,  and  on  the  low- 
est terms,  both  of  which  advantages  will  be  af- 
forded by  this  institatioa.  Allowing  that  other 
baoks  had  sofiieieni  capital  to  answer  tho^  same 
purpose,  they  conld  not  do  it  without  applying  to 
the  States  for  the  purpose.  In  some  of  the  char- 
ters, I  have  seea  an  express  provision  against  it. 
Sir,  I  do  not  expect  the  present  cloudy  night  is 


to  last  long.  I  look  for  a  bright  morniag,  when 
commercial  nations  shall  cease  to  worry  each 
other,  when  commerce  shall  resume  her  wonted 
activity,  whea  the  Treasury  shall  again  boast  its 
millions.  When  that  time  comes,  how  de^grad- 
ing  will  it  be  to  the  Government,-  which  shall 
not  have  anticipated  such  an  event,  and  shall 
have  borrowed  money  at  high  interest  for  a  term 
of  eight,  tensor  twontv  years;  when  her  eofiers 
shall  be  full,  and  she  shul  not  be  able  to  pay  the 
public  debts.  It  is  all  important  that  the  Gov- 
ernment should  have  the  power  to  make  short 
loans,  and  it  can  only  be  had  by  passing  a  bill  to 
continue  this  institution  in  operation.  All  this 
talk  about  the  immense  qaaatity  of  bullion  in 
the  United  States,  is.  it  appears  to  me,  erroneous ; 
I  believe  it  exists,  only  in  the  g^ntleman^s  head. 
With  all  my  respect  tor  the  embargo,  I  will  ob- 
serve that  it  was  calculated,  as  we  could  not  send 
produce  by  land,  and  our  merchants  owed  money 
over  the  water,  to  drain  the  country  of  specie. 
It  did  so ;  and  the  stories  we  heard  of  barrels  of 
guineas  going  over  the  lines  to  Canada,  are  proof 
of  it.  Will  gentlemen  recollect,  that,  in  Great 
Britain,  gold  sells  12^  per  centi  above  par  1  That 
alone  is  an  inducement  to  carry  it  there.  Moaey 
will  go  to  the  plaoe  where  it  can  be  most  conve- 
oiently  used.  I  consider  it  a  good  doniestic 
gdest ;  if  it  could  be  kept  here,  I  would  not  drive 
It  out  of  the  country.  In  the  days  of  our  forela- 
thers,  it  has  dona  so  much  good,  that,  out  of  grat- 
itude for  former  favors,  I  would  not  be  fordrivine 
it  out  of  the  country.  I  would  not,  by  a  refusal 
to  renew  the  charter,  weigh  anchor  to  acar  seven 
millions,  or,  aceording  to  the  gentleman's  sus- 
picions, nearer  ten  millions  of  dollars.  We  want 
it  here,  and  the  anticipation  of  war  is  the  matest 
argument  in  favor  of  keeping  it  here.  It  is  all 
idle,  sir,  to  talk  of  the  deleterious  efiecu  of  bor- 
rowing money  from  foreign  countries,  when  we 
recollect  that  every  planter,  in  the  country  whate 
I  live,  has  grown  rich  by  foreign  capital ;  has 
grown  rich  on  land,  whtchj  without  fbrei^n  cap- 
ital, he  could  not  have  cultivated,  and  which,  in- 
stead of  five,  has  become  bv  that  meaas.  worth 
fifty  dollars  an  acre.  This  foreign  capital  is  the 
greatest  stimulant  the  country  has  ever  experi- 
enced. I  believe  the  utility  ot  employing  foreign 
capital  in  the  United  States,  is  the  strongest 
ground  on  which  the  institution  can  stand. 

I  have  done,  sir ;  1  have  but  incidentally  touch- 
ed the  details  of  the  bill,  from  beinff  unerly  unac- 
quainted with  banking  affairs;  and)  never  having 
owned  a  share  in  any  bank,  the  insinuation  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  did  not  touch  me. 
Sir,  the  gentleman  does  not  think  it  could  affect 
me ;  he  did  not  think  so  when  he  ottered  it ;  I 
never  received  accommodation  of  any  bank  for  a 
cent    For  my  country  I  act,  not  for  myself. 

Mr.  FiNOLBT  said  he  wished  to  ofier  a  few  ob- 
servations, that  would  apply  both  to  the  bill  and 
to  the  amendment,  but  was  prevented  by  the  mo- 
tion for  the  bill  laying  on  the  table,  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Viwinia,  (Mr.  Lova)  which  pre- 
cluded a  reply  to  his  arguments.  [Mr.  Lorn 
withdrew  his  motion  and  Mr.  F.  ptoceeded*] 
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When  the  BsDk  of  the  United  States  was  in- 
corporated, there  were  bat  few  banks  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  very  little  experience  of  the  bank- 
ing  system  was  possessed,  and  such  as  had  been 
acquired  had  given  an  unfavorable  impression. 
Towards  the  close  of  the  war,  in  a  time  of  great 
pecuniary  distress,  Congress  passed  an  ordinance 
incorporating  the  Bank  of  North  America,  but, 
knowing  that  this  ordinance  could  not  give  it 
effect,  they  recommended  the  incorporation  there- 
of to  the  respective  State  Legislatures.  Penn- 
sylvania and  Delaware  only  obeyed  that  recom- 
mendation. It  was  organized  in  Philadelphia, 
and,  though  the  capital  was  small,  it  yielded  es- 
sential relief  to  the  Government. 

The  charter  was  a  complete  monopoly ;  it  was 
not  limited  in  duration,  and  was  vested  with  the 
exclusive  right  of  banking  by  the  ordinance  by 
which  it  was  incorporated  in  ihe  whole  United 
States,  as  far  as  that  ordinance  was  obligatory. 
When  the  war  was  concluded,  a  new  company 
was  formed  in  Philadelphia  for  the  purpose  of 
banking ;  but  when  they  applied  to  the  Legisla- 
ture for  a  charter  of  incorporation,  the  Bank  of 
North  America  claimed  the  exclusive  right,  and 
after  being  heard  by  counsel,  the  application  of 
the  newly  formed  company  was  rejected,  in  coo- 
sequence  of  which  the  next  Legislature  repealed 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  North  America.  Many 
thought  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  revised 
than  to  have  repealed  the  charter,  but  the  people 
had  been  more  powerfully  impressed  with  some 
incidental  hardships  that  had  resulted  from  the 
operations  of  the  banking  system,  than  with  its 
advantages,  not  yet  fully  developed.  7hat  bank 
was  still  kept  alive  by  the  charter  from  the  State 
of  Delaware.  The  impression  on  the  minds  of 
the  people  of  Pennsylvania  at  that  time,  and  in 
several  other  States,  was,  that  the  banks  were,  if 
not  a  nuisance,  at  least  dangerous,  and  of  no  use 
to Gk)Ternmen tal  operations.  After  two  years,  how- 
ever, the  bank  obtained  a  limited  charter. 
-  In  tboutfour  jrears  after  this,the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  was  incorporated,  and  the  act  of  incor- 
poration was  powerfully  opposed,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  contrary  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,and  it  was  supported  on  the  opinion  that 
it  was  not  necessary  for  conducting  the  moneyed 
transactions  of  the  Government  in  the  best  manner. 
It  was  admitted  that  if  it  was  necessary, it  was  con- 
tained in  the  powers  vested  in  Congress  to  levy  and 
collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  and  pay 
the  debts  of  the  United  States,  to  support  armies, 
and  in  general,  to  provide  foi^  the  common  de- 
fence; because  when  a  special  power  is  given, 
it  contains  in  it  all  powers  necessary  to  carry  it 
into  effect,  and  because  the  Constitution  express- 
ly vests  Congress  with  all  powers  necessary  and 
proper  to  carry  the  given  powers  into  effect. 
Therefore,  the  question  of  the  Constitutionality 
of  the  bank  solely  depends  upon  the  question, 
whether  it  is  necessary  and  proper  for  conduct- 
ing the  moneyed  operations  of  Government.  So 
great  a  change  has  taken  place  on  that  subject 
within  twenty  years  past,  that  it  is  supposed  that 
question  is  now  settled.    Not  only  the  moneyed 


transactions  of  the  United  States,  bot,it  is  believ- 
ed, of  all  the  State  governments,  are  carried  oa 
through  the  respeetire  branches,  as  well  as  com- 
roercial  transactions,  and  other  moneyed  nego- 
tiations. Pennsylvania,  formerly  so  mack  Dis- 
posed to  banks,  has  since  that  period  incorpontaj 
many,  and  for  seventeen  years  has  connected 
banks  with  the  Government,  and  eondacts  her 
moneyed  transactions  by  their  assistance.  This 
much  is  offered  with  respect  to  the  Coostitn- 
tional .  authority  of  Congress  to  incorporate  t 
bank,  because  it  is  known  that  some  members 
and  many  citizens  still  doubt  of  it. 

Mr.  F.  said,  that  from  the  ground  on  which 
the  gentleman  just  sat  down,  f Mr.  Lovb)  hid 
placed  the  question,  it  was  ratner  indelicate  to 
oppose  his  arguments.  He  had  stated  it  to  be  a 
question  between  those  who  were  the  friends  of 
the  country,  and  those  who  were  not  so.  How- 
ever, he  had  ako  said,  before  he  sat  down,  that 
he  did  not  himself  understand  it,  and  also  tbit 
he  believed  many  other  members  did  not  onder- 
stand  it.  To  the  truth  of  this.  Mr.  F.  said,  he 
did  not  object ;  but,  however  little  he  might  on- 
derstand  the  subject  of  banking,  he  presumed  that 
he  knew  so  much  of  it  as  to  convince  the  geml^ 
man  that  he  was  not  sqpported  in  all  he  had  is- 
sorted,  and  that  some  ol  his  arguments  were  not 
fairly  deduced. 

The  honorable  gentleman,  both  on  a  former 
day  and  the  present,  has  charged  the  directors  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  with  haviof  acted 
unfairly,  nay,  even  with  fraud,  that  the  records 
of  their  transactions  are  evidently^  fallaeioos,that 
they  cannot  be  understood,  that  the  Bank  has 
produced  much  more  than  is  accounted  for  bj 
the  dividends,  dbc.,  that  the  Secretary's  report  is 
inconsistent  and  throws  no  sufficient  light  on  the 
subject. 

One  proof  he  gives  for  the  truth  of  this  char^ 
is,  that  the  branches  at  Boston,  New  York,  dtic, 
account  for  having  gained  ten  or  eleven  per  ceot. 
on  the  capital  in  their  vaults,  and  that  the  mother 
bank  had  in  her  vaults  a  capital  nearly  equal  to 
that  in  all  the  branches,  about  $4,500,000,  and  yet 
does  not  account  for  more  than  six  per  cent,  or 
not  so  much  ;  and  he  considers  this  circumstance 
as  a  demonstration  that  the  mother  hank  at  least 
has  acted  a  fraudulent  part  by  concealing  her  pro- 
fits ;  whereas,  if  the  gentleman  had  understood 
the  subject,  he  would  have  taken  it  at  least  as  a 
strong  presumption  that  the  directors  have  sctel 
honestly  and  correctly,  for  this  is  just  the  waf  it 
must  have  been  if  it  was  honestly  and  vnselj 
conducted.  He  has  considered  the  bank  and  its 
branches  as  so  many  distinct  banks,  having  tbeir 
capital  independent  of  each  tther.  This  seeos 
to  be  the  source  of  his  mistake.  The  capit«l  is 
one.  It  is  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Stales.  When  the  branch  is  established  in  aojf 
State,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  appoints  the 
directors  for  the  branch  and  vests  so  much  cap' 
ital  in  it  as  will  profaoibly  be  thouj^ht  necessary 
for  the  demand,  aided  by  the  credit  of  the  great 
firm.  The  bank. itself  is  the  great  deposiie  or 
reservoir  which  contains  the  capital  and  possesses 
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the  credit  hy  whieh  the  whole  is  supported.  If 
the  negotiations  of  some  branches,  whether  on 
the  East  or  South,  oecessarilf  eiteod  to  discounts, 
the  mother  bank  must  extend  her  credit,  riz : 
must  authorize  the  branches  to  draw  on  the  mo* 
tber  baDk,as,if  a  run  is  made  on  them  unezpect* 
edly,  she  most  do  the  same.  Consequently,  she 
mast  always  have  sufficient  capital  in  reserve 
ready  to  meet  all  such  ezifrencies,  and  must  not 
extend  her  discounts.  If  sue  did  otherwise,  she 
would  have  justly  merited  such  censure.  If  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  understood  this  he 
would  not  have  censured  the  institution  for  what 
she  would  hare  been  justly  censurable  for  nut 
doing. 

The  buildings  and  conducting  of  the  bank  and 
its  branches  requires  considerable  expense.  A 
branch  that  produces  no  profit,  but  sometimes  loss, 
may  be  as  expensive  in  keeping  it  up,  as  those 
that  are  productive.  The  gentlemen  has  pro- 
duced none  bat  such  as  are  roost  productive. 
Others  may  be  kept  up  at  a  considerable  loss.  If 
such  unfounded  objections  as  those  bad  been  an- 
ticipated they  might  have  been  rebutted  by  facts, 
with  which  be  was  not  now  prepared.  One  fact, 
however.  Mr.  F.  said,  he  would  ofier  in  illustration, 
taken  from  a  similar  institution.  .The  Bank  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  which  that  State  was  largely  in- 
terested, had  established  a  branch  at  Pittsburg, 
which  did  much  business.  She  receives  in  deposite 
the  money  of  the  United  States  received  for  pub- 
lie  land,  and  money  of  the  merchants  and  dealers 
of  the  States  on  the  Ohio,  and  in  return  gives 
drafts  on  the  mother  bank  on  such  terms  as  are 
agreed  on,  (to  the  United  States  she  makes  no 
charge;)  she  accepts  of  the  draft  of  the  Trea- 
inry  from  this  city,  and  discounts  notes  of  a  large 
amount,  yet  has  never  received  any  capital  sum 
from  the  mother  bank,  but  draws  upon  her  credit. 
This  answers  every  purpose  in  the  situation  of 
that  country,  but  the  mother  bank  must  alwavs 
reserve  sumcient  surplus  capital  to  answer  ine 
demand.  These  drafts  are  more  valuable  in  that 
country  than  specie. 

In  order  to  give  credit  to  the  gentleman's  as- 
sumed charge  of  fraud  against  the  directors  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  we  must  first 
believe  other  extraordinary  things.  We  must 
believe  not  only  that  all  the  directors  of  the 
bank  elected  by  the  stockholders,  on  account  of 
their  known  talents  and  integrity,  six  of  whom 
have  been  changed  annually,  for  near  twenty 
years,  to  have  been  dishonest,  and  chargeable 
with  a  breach  of  sacred  trust,  but  that  all  the  di- 
rectors of  the  branch  banks  have  been  so  also, 
as  well  as  all  the  cashiers  and  tellers,  who  are 
changeable  at  pleasure,  and  who  have  frequently 
been  changed,  nave  united  in  the  fraud,  and  while 
thev  robb^  their  employers  were  so  honest  to 
each  other,  that  even  after  they  have  been  re- 
moved from  their  trust,  or  turned  out  of  employ, 
they  have  never  to  this  day  made  the  discovery. 
Nay,  we  most  believe  what  is  still  more  extraor- 
dinary. We  must  believe  that  the  stockholders, 
frequently  also  changing,  were  fools.  Each  of 
them  had  a  right  to  inquire  into  the  affairs  of  the 


Bank  and  the  conduct  of  the  directors,  and  it  is  to 
be  presumed  they  have  done  it  and  were  satis- 
fied. The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  for  the 
time  being  had  authority  by  law  to  inspect  the 
directors  of  the  bank,  and  did  do  it,  and  obtained 
weekly  returns  of  its  situation — these,  though  of 
different,  political  parties,  were  all  men  of  cha- 
racter and  talents,  whose  moral  character  has 
not  been  impeached.  The  present  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  is  supposed  to  be  honest,  and  hia 
talents  on  th  is  subject  are  admitted  by  all.  Indeed 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  not  directly 
questioned  his  integrity,  but  has  charged  him  at 
least  with  incompetency.  It  is  is  certain  that 
he  and  all  the  former  Secretaries  must  have  been 
either  incompetent,  or  dishonest,  or  both,  if  the 
honorable  gentleman's  assertions  are  correct. 

Mr.  F.  assured  the  House  that  he  was  not,  nor 
ever  had  been  a  stockholder  of  that  bank,  nor 
received  any  accommodations  from  it,  and  be- 
lieved he  never  would ;  and  judging  from  his  sit- 
uation and  time  of  life  he  thought  he  was  disin- 
terested, and  could  have  no  view  but  the  public 
good  as  far  as  he  understood  it.  He  had  been 
acquainted  with  many  of  the  directors  of  that 
Bank  from  its  commencement,  and  knew  their 
moral  characters  to  have  been  unimpeachable, 
but  by  the  law  of  its  incorporation  all  the  direc- 
tors had  been  changed ;  one  had  been  president 
of  the  Bank  of  North  America  since  its  com- 
mencement, (which  was  the  first  bank  in  the 
United  States,)  until  he  was  elected  director  and 
afterwards  President  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  continued  to  preside  over  that  insti- 
tution, until  he  declined  the  honor  and  labor  not 
long  since.  If  the  gen tleman's  charges  against  the 
directors  of  that  bank  are  well  founded  this  ven- 
erable character  |[ Thomas  Willing)  never,  hereto- 
fore, charged  with  dishonesty,  must  have  been 
dishonest  in  a  higher  dej^ree  than  all  the  rest, 
because  he  had  the  superintendence  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  and  all  its  branches  for  the 
longest  period. 

If  we  are  to  discredit  these  records  and  give 
credit  to  charges  of  intentional  fraud  so  long  con- 
tinued, and  so  successfully  carried  on,  we  must 
give  up  all  confidence  in  moral  integrity  and 
artificial  checks.  None  can  have  a  greater  inter- 
est in  seeking  for  moral  integrity  and  talents, 
then  the  stockholders  have.  It  is  their  property 
that  is  at  risk — none  can  have  greater  checks  on 
their  conduct.  Six  directors,  teing  stockholders, 
and  going  out  every  year,  are  very  capable  of  un- 
derstanding the  subject,  atid  making  a  scrutiny 
which  every  stockholder  has  a  right  to  do.  {f 
they  conceal  the  profits  of  the  bank,  they  do  it  to 
their  own  loss,  a  circumstance  very  hard  to  be- 
lieve of  moneyed  institutions,  whose  sole  object 
is  gain,  for  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  price  of 
stock,  IS  regulated  by  its  productiveness  in  div- 
idends. In  shorty  if  the  gentleman's  charges 
against  the  bank  directors,  £c.,  are  well  founded, 
we  can  have  no  confidence  in  our  rerenue  offl* 
cers,  nor  in  any  department  to  whom  the  receiv- 
ing^or  paying  money  is  entrusted. 
The  honorable  gentleman  is  alarmed  with  the 
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daneers  of  foreign  eapital  in  the  ▼aolts  of  the 
bank,  and  the  amoant  of  the  dividends  annually 
drawn  to  Europe.  He  concluded  with  the  im* 
pressive  apprehension,  that  the  day  was  not  far 
distant,  when  France  and  the  United  States 
would  be  in  friendship,  that  in  that  case,  Napo- 
leon by  his  agents  might  purchase  half  the  bank 
stock,  and  through  that  medium  govern  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr.  F.  said  that  the  use  of  foreign  capital  had 
heretofore  been  of  gieat  advantage  to  the  United 
States— that  from  the  use  and  improrement  of 
this,  our  own  commercial  capital  bad  been  cre- 
ated and  our  country  improved.  The  gentle- 
man had  introduced  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Baring, 
and  given,  he  believed,  a  just  statement  of  his 
wealth  and  credibility.  That  same  Mr.  Baring 
bad,  if  he  recollected  well,  stated  that  the  mer- 
chants of  the  United  States  were  always  indebted 
to  the  British  merchants  and  nsanufacturers,  up- 
wards of  twelve  millions  sterling,  for  which  thev 
had  a  credit  of  eighteen  months,  and  on  which 
they  sometimes  acquired  double  the  amount  in 
trade  before  the  capital  was  paid.  Why  did  not 
gentlemen  consider  this  foreign  capital  as  dan- 
gerous to  the  United  States,  which,  if  the  maxim 
IS  true,  that  the  borrower  is  servant  to  the  leaner, 
it  certainly  is?  For  this  capital  our  own  citi- 
zens are  under  obligations  to  foreigners ;  for  the 
stock  subscribed  for  bjr  foreigners  in  the  bank, 
they  are  under  obligations  to  us.  How  has  it 
happened  that  this  much  more  extensive  amount, 
and  much  more  influential  use  of  foreign  capital, 
has  wholly  escaped  the  honorable  gentleman's 
observation?  For  his  own  part,  Mr.  F.  said,  he 
believed  that  foreign  capital  had  been  of  use  to 
the  improvement  of  this  countrv,and  much  more 
safely  m  the  form  of  bank  stock  than  otherwise. 
In  the  present  state  of  the  world,  however,  ctrcum- 
stances  had  in  a  few  years  greatly  changed.  He 
would  not  be  alarmed  to  see  Napoleon  being  the 
purchaser  of  the  half,  or  even  of  the  whole  of  the 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,  as  he 
could  have  no  vote  in  the  direction  of  it.  This 
would  be  the  best  security  we  could  possibly  have 
for  reimbursement  of  the  spoliations  committed 
bv  his  ordere.  Foreiffners  naving  no  vote  in  the 
choice  of  directors,  the  stock  is  wholly  in  our 
own  power.  They  can  even  now  purchase  up 
all  the  stock  of  any  State  bank,  if  they  please. 
It  is  for  sale  in  the  market.  Seouestration  of 
enemies'  property  is  a  just  retaliation  for  depre- 
dations on  the  ocean,  but  ought  to  be  the  last  re- 
sort. Commercial  debts  are  hard  to  discover; 
commercial  honor  conceals  them ;  but  bank  stock 
cannot  be  coocealed*-therefore^  the  sequestration 
of  bank  stock  is  the  best  security  we  could  have 
in  ottr  power  to  operate  against  our  greatest  ene- 
my, even  if  that  should  be  Bonaparte. 

There  is  also  a  mistake  about  the  value  of  the 
^epoiites  in  the  bank ;  its  value  arises  more  from 
its  certainty  than  from  its  amount.  No  bank 
will  venture  to  discount  on  depositee  that  may 
be  withdrawn  the  next  day.  The  bank  direc- 
tors know  the  conrse  of  business  ii^  which  their 
commercial  customers  are  engaged ;  they  know 


when  the  deposites'will  be  withdrawn,  aai  wkei 
others  will  be  msde  to  replace  them.  Oa  then 
they  can  calculate  with  certainty,  and  diseoui 
accordingly.  But  this  is  net  the  ease,  at  least,  ji 
as  high  a  degree  with  revenue  depoiitei.  the 
quarterly  payments  of  the  pnUic  debt  may  iadeed 
be  calculated  on  with  tolerable  certaiatjr ;  bst 
thb  is  not  the  case  with  numerous  other  demuli 
on  the  public  revenue,  to  meet  which  there  mu 
be  always  a  sufficient  amount  ready  on  demand. 
The  deposites  of  the  public  revenue,  no  doabt 
enable  tne  bank  to  extend  its  discounts  to  a  cer- 
tain degree ;  but  by  no  means  to  the  degree  than 
is  alleged  ;  besides,  even  permanent  deposites  uc 
no  further  of  use  to  a  bank  than  discounts  are  it 
dematad.  At  present  banks  are  sonumeroosas 
to  be  able  to  grant  discounts  on  all  good  paper. 
And  a  bank,  with  a  small  capital,  is  more  pro- 
ductive in  proportion  to  the  oapitai  than  a  laife 
one ;  ^ut  they  are  not  so  safe  depositaries  for  tbc 
puMic  revenue,  and  cannot  assist  the  Gorera- 
ment  in  the  case  of  sudden  energencies. 

The  honorable  gentleman  considers  the  du- 
gers  supposed  to  result  from  the  sudden  stoppiot 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  as  mere  ba^ 
bears,  artfully  promoted  to  iofiuenoe  the  queMios. 
and  says  he  has  heard  much  of  them  out  of  doort 
He  assures  us,  that  the  State  bfinks,  and  abond- 
ant  private  capital  in  the  country,  are  tttUyeqal 
to  the  crisis,  so  much  so,  that  no  such  effects  will 
be  felt  as  is  pretended. 

Mr.  F.  saia,  he  was  of  a  very  different  opinioo. 
Bven  in  countries  where  private  capital  aodbaDk 
stock  was  much  more  abundant  than  ia  this 
eountrv,  where  the  greatest  difficulty  vat  to  find 
profitable  employment  for  money,  dtawmg  t 
much  less  sum  out  of  cireulatioii  than  the  stock 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statsa,  was  the  caase 
of  incalcttlable  distress.  From  England,  from 
which  wa  had  learned,  and  still  might  Isara, 
much  respecting  money  negotiations,  many  ei- 
amples  to  this  purpose  might  be  prodoeed.  He 
would  only  mention  one.  In  seventeen  hnadred 
and  ninety-three,  while  the  National  Baiik  of 
England  was  in  full  credit,  and  issued  specie  on 
demand,  some  of  the  usual  channels  of  trade  beta; 
stopped  by  the  war,  several  private  banks  aad  com- 
mercial houses  stopped  paymenL  So  mack  beia; 
withdrawn  fVom  the  usual  channels  of  eiftab- 
tion,  spread  distress  over  the  whole  natioo,  aad 
its  effects  were  felt  in  this  country,  and  throogh- 
ottt  the  commercial  world.  The  pressors  wai 
too  great  for  even  the  Bank  of  England  to  relieve 
it.  A  general  bankruptcy  was  so  much  appit* 
headed,  that  Qovernmeat  was  under  the  neceoity 
of  interposing,  and  issued  five  millions  to  be  lest 
on  the  credit  ot  deposites  of  merchantable  goods, 
and  on  moderate  interesL  Half  this  sum,  however, 
supplied  the  vacuum  of  the  circulating  medinm, 
and  retrieved  credit  aad  confidence;  the  oikr 
half  never  was  called  for.  This  instance  is  «* 
leetedL  because  it  is  believed  to  be  withio  t^ 
knowledge  and  recollection  of  every  one  «h) 
even  read  newspapers  seventeen  years  aga 

He  said,  that  if  the  paper  in  cirenlatioa  oa  tie 
credit  of  ttie  ten  million  of  dollars  of  bank  scocKt 
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wsssoddeoljr  diawD  oatof  eircalation,  Che  distress 
occssioned  thereby  would  be  iDcalculable.  AU 
the  aid  that  StftCe  or  prirale  banke  coyldgiTCL 
would  not  prevent  it ;  they  would  be  dUtressed 
themselres,  and  many  of  them  stop.  The  demand 
for  discounts  in  specie  would  be  greater  than 
could  he  supplied  j  and  demands  lot  discounts, 
even  if  satisfied  with  paper,  that  paper  would 
immediately  be  retorned|  and  specie  demanded, 
and  must  be  paid,  or  else  the  bank  on  which  the 
demand  is  made  must  stop  business.  The  whole 
lea  laiUieM  must  be  raised  in  specie;  the  paper 
of  other  banks,  as  ncjrotiable  paper,  wJU  not  do 
at  least  for  the  97,500,000,  that  is  to  return  to  Eu- 
rope; it  b  presumed,  this  is  too  ffreat  a  demand 
of  specie  to  be  suddenly  supplied ;  besides  these 
erib,  it  would  lower  the  price  of  produce  from 
Ckoi^ia  to  New  Hampshire,  and  occasion  numer- 
ous  bankruptciea,  and  would  even  affect  our  cre- 
dit, by  disabling  the  merchants  to  pay  the  landed 
debt,  and  obliging  such  as  possess  funded  stock 
to  send  it  to  the  market  when  there  would  be 
few  to  purchase.  Mr.  F.  said  he  was  as  con- 
fident that  such  would  be  the  consequences  of 
soddenly  withdrawing  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  as  he  could  be  of  any  causes 
prodacing  their  natural  effects.  These  conse- 
qneoces  could  only  be  lessened  by  the  assistance 
or  moderation  of  the  stockholders.  He  mention- 
ed an  instance  within  his  own  knowledge,  which, 
though  comparatiyely  small,  applied  to  the  case, 
A  oamber  of  French  royalists  wno  took  refiige  in 
Philadelphia,  being  in  expectation  of  a  counter 
rerolation,  would  not  rest  their  monev  in  bank 
or  public  stock,  but  had  it  lent  on  broker  inter- 
est, at  one  per  cent,  a  month :  it  had  before  been 
two  per  cent.  In  the  meantime  Congress  brought 
forward  the  alien  law,  and  the  emigrants,  not 
bowing  who  would  be  sent  out  of  the  country ; 
saddealy,  under  that  law,  called  in  their  money 
vhteh,  notwithstanding  the  assistance  of  the 
Baak,  soon  raised  the  looker's  interest  from  one 
to  four  per  cent,  a  month. 

For  these  reaaons^mid  othefs  that  might  be 
meotioned,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  general  princi- 
ples of  the  bill,  and  against  the  amendment.  He 
Dad  intended  not  to  detain  the  House  long,  there- 
fore would  not  dtsensa  the  details  of  the  bilL  He 
rapposed  they  might,  be  Tery  much  improved,  in 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  by  improving  tne  details. 

Tne  Committee  now  rose,  reported  prpgresa^ 
>Ad  wereng^uaed  leave  to  sit  agam. 


BATtuinAT,  April  14. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennes- 
see, that  the  House  do  now  adjourn ;  and  the 
qnestton  being  taken  thereon,  it  vras  determined 
m  the  negative— yeas  5,  nays  69. 

Mr.  Nbwton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
meree  and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Qerj^  Armroyd  and  Company,  which 
^s  read  twice,  and  coi&mitted  to  a  Committee 

f^^  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a 


statement  of  the  amount  of  moneys  due  from  in- 
dividuals on  the  first  days  of  January,  1807  and 
1810,  on  account  of  the  purchase  of  public  lands; 
whieh  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  10th  instant,  presented  a  bill  supmemeatary 
to  an  act  entitled  "  An  aot  more  effectually  to 
provide  for  the  organization  of  the  militia  odf  the 
District  of  Colombia ;"  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  providing  for  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain lands  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for  other 
purposes,  was  read  the  third  time^  and  passed. 

xhe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bUl,  entitled  "*  An  act 
authorizing  the  disoharge  of  John  fiLerr  from  his 
in|MrisoniBent;"  and  the  same,  being  read,  weia 
cemiurred.in  by  the  Hoose. 

The  Hense  reaotiied  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  sent  from  the  Senftte,  entitled  '^An  act  fixing 
ihe  eoaapeoantioa  of  public  Mkiisten,  and  of  Con- 
suls reaidiflg  on  the  coast  cX  Barhary.'' 

Ordered^  That  the  third  readiag  of  tbe  said  bifi 
be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  jiassed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  concerning  the  Society  of  La  Trappe ;"  and  a 
bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  erect  a  light-house  at  the 
entrance  of  Scituate  harbor,  a  stone  column  on  a 
spit  of  land  at  the  entrance  into  Boston  harbori 
and  a  beacon  on  Beach  Point,  near  Plymouth 
harbor,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts ;  a  light- 
house at  the  entrance  of  Bayou  St.  John,  into 
Lake  Pootchartraiu ;  and  two  lights  on  Lake 
Erie;"  to  whiieh  bills  they  deeire  the  concsarMnoa 
of  this  House. 

POST  OFFICE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  took  up  for  consideration  the  mes- 
sage from  the  Senate,  stating  their  recession  from 
all  those  amendments  but  one  to  the  bill  regu- 
lating the  Ptwt  Office  EsUblishmeot,  which  were 
disagreed  to  by  the  House.. 

Tbe  amendment  made  by  the  Senate,  disagreed 
to  by  the  House  of  Representatives^  and  now  ii^ 
sisted  on  by  the  Senate,  is  to  insert  in  the  follow 
ing  section  the  words  in  italics: 

<<That  if  any  person  other  than  the  Postmaster 
General,  or  his  deputies,  or  persons  by  them,  employed, 
shall  be  concwned  in  setting  up  or  maintaining  any 
foot  or  horse  post,  stage  wagon,  other  stage  or  sleigl^ 
on  any  established  post  road,  or  from  one- post  town  to 
another  post  town,  on  any  road  adjacent  or  parallel 
to  an  established  post  road,  or  any  packet  boat,  or 
other  vessel,  to  ply  regularly  from  one  place  to  another, 
between  which  a  regular  communication,  by  watery 
shall  be  established  by  the  United  States,  and  shall 
receive  any  letter  or  packet  other  than  newspapers, 
dec,  shall  fozfeit  fbr  ereiy  such  offence-  the  sum  of 
fiflydoOars." 

The  effect  of  the  amendment  is  to  permit  paek- 
ets  to  carry  letters  from  one  post  town  to  an- 
other ;  and,  as  it  was  contended,  to  prevent  the 
Oeneral  Post  Office  from  establishing  water  maila 
on  advantageous  terms,  by  admitting  the  compe- 
tition of  theee  private  conveyances. 
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A  motion  was  madei)y  Mr.  Rbea,  of  Tennes- 
see, to  insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the  amend* 
ment.  The  subject  was  warmly  debated.  The 
House  determined  to  insist — yeas  53,  nays  45,  as 
follows: 

Yba8 — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Eze- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Adam  Boyd, 
Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Mat- 
thew. Clay>  Jas.  Cochran,  James  Cox,  Richard  Cutts, 
Joseph  Desha,  William  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Bar- 
xillai  Gannett,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufly,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Robert  Ma- 
rion, Sam'l  McKee,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Thos.  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Beaver,  8aml. 
Shaw,  John-Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry 
Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel 
Taggart,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy, 
Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  White- 
bill,  James  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats — Burwell  Baasett,  James  Breckenridge,  John 
Brown,  John  Campbell,  Epaphroditua  Champion,  John 
Clopton,  William  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  John 
Dawson,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  John  W.  Eppes, 
Gideon  Gardner,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven, 
Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jack- 
son, jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  William  Kennedy,  Edward 
St.  Loe  Livermore,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  Mc- 
Bryde,  Alexander  McKim,  Wm.  Milnor,  John  Mont- 
gomery, Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  Benjamin  Pickman, 
jun.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Ran- 
dolph, John  Roane,  Adam  Seybcrt,  Daniel  Shefiey, 
Dennis  Smelt,  Geo.  Smith,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Ja- 
bez  Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  and  Ezekiel  Whitman. 

On  motion  it  was  agreed  that  a  conference 
with  the  Senate  be  asked  on  the  subject ;  and  a 
committee  was  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
House. 

ADDITIONAL  REVENUE. 

The  House  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
bill  to  impose  additional  duties  on  ffoods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  from  foreign  ports. 
To  this  committee,  also,  had  been  referred  a  reso- 
lution for  reducing  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the 
United  States. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  being  read  by  the 
Chairman, 

Mr.  Eppes  said  that  he  would  avail  himself  of 
the  present  opportunity  to  state  the  reasons  which 
induced  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaus  to 
recommend  an  increase  of  duties,  and  the  amount 
to  which  that  increase  ought  to  be  carried.  In 
examining  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  it  will 
be  found  that  the  aggregate  receipts  during  the 
last  three  years  have  amounted  to  $37,057,373, 
making  an  average  receipt  for  each  year  of  $12,- 
500,000.  The  aggregate  expenses  during  the 
same  period  have  amounted  to  $43,174,324,  ma- 
kins  an  average  expenditure  of  $14291,441  for 
each  year;  making  a  diflftfreoce  between  the  an- 
nual receipts  and  annual  expenditures  during  the 
last  three  years  of.  02,038,948.  The  cash  and 
bonds  which  will  be  received  during  the  present 


year,  and  applicable  to  the  expenses,  amooiit  to 

$12,500,000. 

The  expenses  of  the  present  year,  at  present  an- 
thorized,  amount  to,  for  the  civil 
department     -        -        .        .        .  ^l^SOOJOOO 

For  the  debt 8,000,000 

Military  and  Naval  Establishments    -    6.037,000 


Total $15,537,000 

Deduct  cash  and  bonds  above  sUted     12^500,000 


Deficiency  for  the  year  1810    •        -    $3,037,000 


This  deficiency,  the  amount  of  which  will  de- 
pend on  the  amount  uf  the  proposed  redaction  of 
expenses,  must  be  supplied  by  loan.  This  state  of 
the  Treasury  was  anticipated  by  the  Secretary, 
who  recommended,  two  years  since,  an  increase 
of  duties.  At  the  second  session  of  the  tenth 
Congress,  a  law  passed  for  increasing  the  duties 
fifty  per  cent.  The  importations  during  chat 
year  produced  $8,000,000,  on  which  fifty  per  cent. 
would  have  yielded  $4,000,000,  one  millioa  more 
than. the  present  deficit.  While,  however,  the 
expenditures  on  account  of  the  Military  and  Na- 
val Establishments  during  the  last  three  years 
have  been  increased  so  as  to  produce  an  average 
expenditure  of  $5,024,774,  whicb  is  more  than 
double  of  the  average  expenditure  for  those  ob- 
jects during  the  last  seven  years,  viz:  $2J500,OO0^ 
no  additional  revenue  has  been  provided  to  meet 
these  extraordinary  expenditures.  If  a  reduction 
of  $3,000,000  should  now  be  made  in  the  military 
and  naval  expenses,  in  conformity  to  the  sagges- 
tion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  actual 
saving  during  the  present  year  would  not  exceed 
one-half  of  that  sum,  viz:  $1,500,000. 

One   quarter,  already  expired,   consumes  one- 
fonrth  of  the  three  millions,  viz :   -    $750,000 

To  this,  add  expenses  in  the  War  De- 
partment, which  cannot,  during  the 
present  year,  be  reduced,  viz:  for 
ordnance,  $200,000*  arsenals  and 
armories.  $283,000 ;  Indian  Depart- 
ment, $146,000,  nuking  -        -       -      629,000 

Rating,  in  addition  to  this,  advances 
to  officers  and  soldiers  discharged,  at      121,000 

it  would  make  a  deduction  from  the 
$3,000,000  of  -        -        -        -        -$1,500,000 


So  that  the  actual  saving  at  present  by  re- 
ducing three  million  dollars  would  not  be  more 
than  $1,500,000  for  the  present  year.  The  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  predicated 
on  a  reduction  at  the  commencement  of  the  pres- 
ent session  of  Congress,  and,  also,  on  the  resto- 
ration of  commerce.  Taking,  therefore,  the  ic- 
tual  savine  by  reduction  at  $1,500,000,  as  above 
stated,  and  adding  $1,000,000  which  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  estimates  as  necessary  stall 
times  to  be  in  the  Treasury,  it  would  leave  to ' 
provided  for  the  present  yei^r  $2,500,000.    If 
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reduction  ia  the  present  e«tablishments  should 
be  made,  the  sum  for  actual  deficiency  would  be 
$3,000,000,  as  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  to  which^  ad di off  $1,000,000 
as  a  sum  necessary  to  remain  in  the  Treasury,  it 
would  make  the  whole  sum  to  be  provided  $4|- 
000,000.  This  deficiency,  whether  $2,500,000  or 
$4,000,000j  must  be  supplied  by  loao,  as  a  7ery 
small  portion  of  the  sum  produced  by  additional 
duties  would  come  into  the  Treasury  during  the 
present  year.  For  the  present  year,  the  revenue 
from  imposts  will  probably  not  exceed  that  of  the 
last  year,  viz:  $8,000,000,  and  rating  the  other 
sources  of  revenue  the  same  as  last  year,  viz:  at 
$1,000,000,  the  whole  receipts  of  this  year  may 
be  stated  at  $9,000,000.  Rating  the  expenses  for 
1811  at  $10,000,000,  and  deducting  the  receipts 
for  this  year,  viz :  $9,000,000»  it  would  leave  for 
the  next  year  a  deficiency  of  $1,000,000,  to  which 
adding  gl,000,000  to  remain  in  the  Treasury,  the 
deficiency  for  1811  will  be  $2,000,000.  In  rating, 
however,  the  expenses  of  1811  at  $10,000,000 
only,  the  Military  and  Naval  Establishmens  are 
put  down  at  $2,500,000,  and  the  payment  on  ac- 
count  of  the  public  debt  at  $5,960,000,  viz:  $4,- 
100,000  for  interest  on  the  public  debt,  including 
the  reimbursement  on  the  six  per  cent,  and  de- 
ferred stocks,  and  $1,860,000  for  the  reimbur'se- 
meot  of  the  converted  six  per  cent,  stock.  If  a 
reduction  in  the  Army  and  Navy  to  the  amount 
staled  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  viz: 
$3,000,000  only,  should  oe  made,  the  expenses  of 
the  year  1811  would  be  $10  537,000,  and  leave  a 
deficiency  of  $2,537,000  exclusive  of  the  interest 
OQ  the  amount  of  the  loan  authorized  during  the 
present  year.  From  this  statement  it  appears 
that  the  annual  expenditures  during  the  last  three 
years  have  exceeded  the  annual  receipts  into  the 
Treasury  $2,038,940.  That  estimating  the  ex- 
penses of  the  next  vear  at  the  lowest  possible 
;rade,and  allowing  for  a  reduction  of  $,3,000,000 
iQ  the  Navy  and  Army,  there  will  be  a  deficiency, 
ioeiudinir  $1,000,000  to  remain  in  the  Treaaurv, 
of  $2,537,000.  That  the  revenue  of  a  country  in 
time  of  peace  ought  to  equal  its  expenditures,  is 
a  position  that  cannot  be  denied.  The  only.ques- 
tioD,  therefore,  seems  to  be,  to  what  amount 
ouj^ht  the  revenue  to  be  increased?  Taking  the 
deficiency  of  the  present  year,  or  the  probable 
deficiency  of  the  next,  it  would  appear  that  an 
additional  revenue  to  the  amount  of  $3,000,000 
ought  to  be  provided,  whether  the  present  estab- 
lishments shall  be  reduced  or  not.  It  is  believed 
tbat  an  additional  duty  of  five  p^r  cent,  on  ad  ns- 
^rem  articles,  and  of  thirty-three  and  a  third  per 
cent,  on  articles  paying  specific  duties,  will  prob- 
ably produce  $3000,000.  In  order  to  ascertain 
the  amount  which  will  be  produced  by  the  addi- 
tional duties  proposed,  1  will  test  it  on  the  aver- 
age imports  for  seven  years,  for  three  years,  and 
on  the  imports  for  1809,  and  the  probable  imports 

The  whole  amount  of  ad  valorem  articles  on 
which  duties  have  been  collected  from  1802  to 
1808,  including  those  two  years,  and  making  a 
period  of  seven  years,  may  be  stated  as  follows : 


Articles  at    tweive-and-a*half  per 

cent. $203,945,366 

Articles  at  fifteen  per  cent.     -        -      50,515,256 
Articles  at  twenty  per  cent.    -        -        2,849,175 


Total   - 


-  $257,309,791 


Average  for  seven  years  $36,758,542,  which  at 
five  per  cent,  is  $1,837,927. 

The  duties  actually  collected,  exclusive  of  ex- 
portation and  drawback,  and  on  specific  articles 
during  the  same  period,  may  be  stated  as  follows: 

Spirits  -        -       -       -        -  $17,206,480 

Sugar Ii;i52,847 

Wines 4,900.140 

Teas 5,183;966 

Coffee 4,299,509 

Molasses  -        -        -       -        -  2,564,427 

AH  other  articles       ...  4,712,834 

Total      -       -       -       -  $49,909,292 


Average  for  seven  years,  $7,129,898.  which  at  thir- 

ty-three-and-a-third  ]>er  cent,  makes  $2,376,632 

Add  duty  on  specific  articles     -        -    1,837,927 

$4^14,559 
Deduct  average  expense  for  collection 
and  for  duties  refunded  -        -        -       546,142 


Which  gives  for  the  amount  produced 
bv  five  per  cent,  on  ad  valorem  arti- 
cles, and  thirty-three-and-a-third  per 
cent,  on  the  average  for  specific  for 
seven  years,  the  sum  of  -        -        -  $3,668,427 


The  same  taken  on  the  average  of  three  years, 
viz :  1806,  1807,  1808,  would  produce,  on  ad 
ralorem  articles      -        -        -        -$1,862,626 

On  specific 2.723;241 

$4,585,867 

Deduct  for  average  amount  of  duties 
refunded  and  expense  of  collection  -      546,427 

Which  gives  for  the  amount  of  the 
new  duties  on  the  average  of  three 
yearn $4,039,440 

During  the  first  seven  years  of  this  period,  the 
average  revenue  exceeded  $13,000,000.  During 
the  three  last,  it  exceeded  $14,000,000,  which  is 
greatly  above  what  we  can  calculate  on  during 
the  present,  or  probably  succeeding  years.  Taken 
on  the  year  1808, 
Articles  at  twelve-and  a  half  per  cent,  produce 

$17,983,125 
Articles  at  fifteen  per  cent.  -  -  2,622,478 
Articles  at  twenty     -       -        -        -         66,647 

$20,672,250 


j     Which  ki  five  per  cent,  is  $1,033,612. 
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Spee^  oiiieleB  for  1808. 

Bpirils $1,333,473 

Sugar 2,219.489 

Wines 400,448 

Teas 973,153 

Coffee 1,554,774 

Molasses 322,803 

Ail  other  articles         *       -       -  841,687 


$7,645,827 


Wliich  at  thirly-three-and  a-third  per 

oaat.makefl 92.548,642 

Duty  oa  specific  articles,  add     -       -    i;033,612 

$3,582,254 
Deduct  for  duties  refunded  and  ex- 
penaa  of  collection  -       -       *       ~      546,132 

Amount  of  the  proposed  duties  on 
the  imports  of  1808        -       -       >  $8,036,122 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  statement  that  the 
amount  of  specific  duties  for  1808,  exceeds  the 
average  amount  of  the  same  duties  during  the 
last  seven  years,  exportation  having  been  pre- 
vented by  the  embargo .  aad  non-intercourse. 
The  duly,  for  instance,  on  sugar  in  1808,  pro- 
duced $2,219,489,  double  what  it  was  in  any  pre- 
ceding year,  except  1806.  The  duty  on  coffee, 
also,  produced  $1,554,774,  which  is  three  times 
the  average  duty  for  seven  years. 

The  Treasury  returns  for  1809  not  being  in, 
we  do  not  know  the  exact  amount  of  articles  im- 
ported. Taking  the  duties  at  $8,000,000.  as  stated 
partly  on  estimate  by  the  Secretary  of  tne  Treas- 
ury, and  allowing  the  ordinary  proportion  for  ad 
valorem  and  specific  articles,  acd  the  additional 
duties  proposed  would  yield  $2,666,000. 

For  the  year  1810  we  cannot  calculate  that  the 
importation  of  articles  paying  ad  valorem  duties 
will  exceed,  after  deductions,  $20,000,000,  which 
at  five  per  cent,  is  -  -  -  -  $1,000,000 
Specific  duties  $6,000,000,  at  thirty- 

three-and-a«third  per  .cent.      -       -    2,000,000 


Deduct  for  duties  refunded  and  ex- 
pense of  collection 


$3,000,000 
546.000 


Amount  of  the  new  duties  on  the  prob- 
able imports  of  1810       -       -       -$2,454,000 


It  may  be  supposed  that  the  estimate  for  the 
importations  for  1810  is  too  low.  It  must,  how- 
ever, be  recollected  that  one-quarter  of  the  year 
has  expired ;  that  the  state  of  uncertainty  in 
which  the  merchants  have  been  placed  as  to  the 
renewal  of  intercourse,  must  materially  affect  the 
Spring  importations;  that  the  increase  of  our  man- 
onctnres  will  lessen  the  demand  for  many  arti- 
cles, particularly  those  paying  ad  valorem  outies ; 
that  the  duty  on  specinc  articles  will  be  reduced 
by  the  exclusion  of  gin  and  of  brandy,  which 
can  only,  in  the  present  state  of  the  worla,  be  im- 


ported in  verv  small  qoantitiea.  The  daties  on 
brandies  during  the  years  1803,  1804.  and  1805, 
exceeded  annually  $2,000,000,  and  $396,000  were 
produced  by  the  duty  on  gin  in  1805.  Mr.  B. 
then  moved  to  fill  the  first  blank  with  five  per 
cent.,  and  said  be  should  move  to  fill  the  second 
blank  with  thirty-three-and-a-third  per  cent. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  that  this  was  a  very  unex- 
pected  discussion  ta  him,  and  he  thoaght  it  would 
be  more  regular  for  the  Committee,  before  they 
undertook  to  make  provision  for  a  deficit  in  the 
receipts,  thoroughly  and  distinctly  to  oaderstand 
the  amount  of  that  deficit.  As  well  as  he  eoold 
undemtand  the  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down, 
a  part  of  hie  statement  was  bottomed  upon  the 
supposition  of  the  reduction  in  the  Army  and 
Navy,  and  he  went  on  to  show  that  a  reduction 
in  the  Army  to  a  certain  extent  would  not  aaeet 
the  present  defalcation.  That,  Mr.  R.  said,  be 
was  willing  to  admit.  But  how  were  the  Com- 
mittee to  ascertain,  before  thev  took  up  the  pro- 
position, to  what  extent  the  House  was  willing 
to  continue  the  reduction  7  How  could  it  fairly 
be  inferred  that  the  Committee  would  stop  short 
precisely  at  this  sum  of  three  millions  meotioDed 
By  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  report, 
and  repeated  by  the  gentleman  from  Virg:ioia  ? 
Mr.  R.  said  he  was  indeed  willing  to  allow  that 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  made  out  one  part  of  this  case — he 
was  willing  to  ag[ree,  that  calamitous  as  is  the 
state  of  the  financial  affairs  of  this  country,  they 
were  even  more  calamitously  situated  than  gen- 
tlemen who  had  not  turned  their  attention  par- 
ticularly to  them  could  have  supposed ;  and  that 
this  retrenchment  to  the  extent  of  three  aillione, 
recommended  in  December  last,  not  having  been 
then  made,  one  complete  quarter  at  least  not  only 
of  additional  expense  but  (if  he  might  express 
himself  in  that  language)  of  subtraetioaal  revenue 
having  since  pass^  it  Would  become  necessary 
most  unquestionably  to  carry  the  reductioo  be- 
yond the  point  mentioned  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  or  to  oaake  provision  to  meet  tbat 
expense.  Mr.  R.  said  it  was  not  his  intention  ac 
this  moment  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  that 
question,  hut  to  propose  to  the  Committee  to  lay 
this  bill  on  the  ttble  and  take  up  the  resolution 
for  the  red  uction  of  the  Army  and  Navy.  When 
the  question  was  decided,  they  would  be  better 
able  to  teU  to  what  extent  it  was  proper  to  lay 
duties  to  meet  the  deficit  in  the  revenue. 

Mr.  Pitkin  hoped  that  the  motion  would  pre- 
vail, because,  certainly,  as  had  been  stated  by  tJie 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  the  commencement 
of  the  session,  provided  there  was  a  reduction  in 
the«Army  and  Navy  there  would  be  no  necessity 
for  any  additional  duties  at  all.  The  onlf  differ- 
ence in  the  state  of  things  now  and  that  which 
existed  at  the  time  of  making  that  statement,  was, 
that  still  greater  expense  had  been  incurred  in 
the  interval.  It  was  certainly  of  infinite  import- 
ance to  know  whether  the  present  Army  and  the 
present  Naval  Establishment  were  to  be  kept  ap, 
and  whether,  for  the  purpose  of  mainuiniog  them, 
additional  taxes  were  to  be  laid.    He  wished  the 
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qoesiJoQ  of  redoetion  first  to  be  decided ;  for  if 
tbese  establishments  were  kept  ap,  he  said  it  was 
Tery  clear  that  we  sboold  have  not  only  loans 
but  taxes  to  proride  for. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was  lost, 
51  to  41. 

Mr.  Randolph  obserred  that  he  could  not  say 
that  he  admired  tbissweeoiDg  mode  of  tazinff  the 
people  of  this  country,  and  be  pnt  it  to  the  Com* 
mi t tee  whether  they  would  at  this  time,  when 
there  was  scarcely  a  quoram  in  their  seats,  lay  a 
tax  ?    WhT  did  they  go  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  ?    lie  presumed  for  the  purpose  of  t&or* 
oogbly  disensain^  any  matter,  more  particularly 
a  proposition  which  went  to  increase  the  burdens 
of  the  people.    He  therefore  moved  that  the 
Committee  rise.    He  had  wished  for  some  time 
past  to  have  this  subject  called  up  and  discussed. 
bat  he  had  thought  it  due  to  the  HoUae  that  notice 
should  be  given  of  it.    He  said  he  should  be  wil* 
liDg  to  meet  it  on  Monday.    Mr.  R.  further  ob- 
served that  a  reeuntenee  lo  the  Journab  would 
show  that  the  House  had  lately  done  business  in 
a  very  extraordinary  manner.    A  few  days  ago, 
said  he,  we  were  on  a  bill  from  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relattoos.    Thia  was  a  matter  of  great 
Daiional  concern.    A  member  on  my  right  moved 
an  important  amendment  to  it,  and  the  Committee 
rose.   The  next  day,  instead  of  finding  ourselves 
opofl  that  subject,  we  got  upon  some  other.    It 
woold  seem  as  if  it  was  a  standing  rule  or  order 
of  the  House  never  to  act  on  any  one  subject  two 
days  8accessively[.    Can  it  be  supposed,  sir,  that 
toy  man  who  thinks  at  all  can  bring  a  mind  to 
this  asMmbly  prepared  for  anything  which  is 
possibly  to  arise?     Fi^^re  to  yourself  a  court  of 
justice,  instead  of  having  a  docket,  on  which  the 
soits  are  regularly  entered,  to  take  up  one  caus& 
try  it  a  little,  and  then  take  up  another,  till  they  had 
eommenced  three  or  four,  and  then  go  back  again 
to  ibe  first.    Are  there  any  lawyers  in  the  world 
eao  bring  their  minds  into  court  in  a  sitnation  to 
try  the  fractional  part  of  three  or  four  causes,  the 
Srst  point  of  which  they  had  probably  discussed 
foar  or  five  weeks  ago  1    With  notice  they  might 
do  it,  bot  not  without.    Let  the  Committee  ask 
themselves  whether  they  are  prepared  to  discuss 
this  bill.    Bvery  man  who  brought  here  a  mind 
Dade  up  for  the  discussion  of  tha  points  before 
roa  will  vote  against  my  motiott.    I  had  not  the 
aost  distant  conception  that  the  subject  would 
nme  up  to-day.    1  do  not  beliere  that  this  is  a 
peeuliar  case,  but  that  it  is  the  case  of  many 
aembers  of  the  Committee.    Really,  the  manner 
0  which  we  do  business  in  this  House  is  such  as 
s  calculated  to  stupify  the  strongest  understand- 
Ag  in  the  world.    No  one  subject  is  fixed  for  a 
articular  time  and  then  debated  and  decided ; 
Hit,  with  an  apathy  and  levity  unexampled,  we 
;o  on  as  it  were  pell*mell  with  every  thing  at 
loce. 

Mr.  Epfbb  said  he  thought  it  proper  to  state 
hat  when  the  order  of  the  day  was  originally 
|xed,  he  had  given  the  gentleman  notice  of  the 
^y,  when  he  should  caU  it  np»  I  was  on  that 
1^7)  said  Mr.  B.,  unfortunately  confined  by  slek- 
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ness.    From  the  time  I  have  been  able  to  come 
to  the  House  I  have  called  daily  for  the  bill, 
which  has  been  long  reported  to  the  Honse. 
Every  gentleman  must  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  forming  an  opinion  whether  he  will  increase 
the  duties  or  not.    I  am  about  to  leave  this  place, 
and  should  have  left  it  before  now  but  for  this  bill, 
which  I  wish  to  have  acted  on  before  1  eo.    I 
wish  a  decision  of  the  question,  because,  if  it  be 
now  postponed,  it  may  make  a  difference  of  a 
great  part  of  the  Spring  importations.    The  post- 
ponement of  the  bill  for  out  a  short  time  may 
make  a  great  difierence  in  the  amount  of  revenue. 
Mr.  LiviBM oas  said  this  appeared  to  him  to  be 
a  subject  on  which  the  House  could  not  proceed 
with  too  much  deliberation.    This  (Saturday) 
was  a  day  on  which  gentlemen  did  not  usually 
attend  with  punctuality.    It  was  of  importance 
that  there  should  be  a  full  expression  of  the  opin- 
ion of  this  House  on  the  subject.    Qentlemen 
could  not  wish  to  carry  such  a  question  by  a  bare 
majority.    Possibly  a  vote  might  be  taken  to-day, 
the  Honse  beiag  thin,  which  woold  be  reversed 
next  week.    For  his  own  part,  Mr.  L.  said,  he 
wanted  more  time  to  deliberate.    The  discussion 
of  the  bill  had  been  delayed  so  long  that  he 
thought  the  subject  had  been  given  up.    He  said 
he  wished  gentlemen  to  consider  whether  it  was 
of  importance  to  press  a  decision  at  this  time.    He 
thought  it  could  be  demonstrated  that  it  was  a 
Tetf  injurious  mode  of  attempting  at  this  time 
to  raise  a  revenue.    Gkntlemen  seemed  to  think 
that  they  had  only  to  say  it  and  it  was  done. 
Now,  he  was  of  opinion  that  so  far  from  increas- 
ing, it  might  and  probably  would  diminish  our 
revenue.    He  was  astonisned,  however,  that  gen- 
tlemen should  press  a  decision  at  this  moment, 
and  hoped  the  Committee  would  rise. 

Mr.  Khba  hoped  the  subject  would  not  be  post- 
poned. Many  ffcntlemen  had  obtained  leave  of 
absence  after  Monday  next,  whose  opinions  he 
wished  to  hear  on  this  subject,  among  whom  he 
believed  was  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
hist  up.  Mr.  R.  said  he  wished  to  have  the  ben- 
efit or  his  valuable  information  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said  it  would  be  well  recollected,  that 
at  the  instance  of  a  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Bacon)  a  resolution  had  been  passed  at  the 
last  session  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  an  account  of  the  various  manu- 
factures of  the  United  States,  with  a  riew  of  as- 
certaining whether  it  would  be  proper  to  give 
any  encouragement  to  manufactures,  and  whether 
it  would  be  proper  to  lay  additional  duties  for 
that  purpose.  Now  this  report  had  not  yet  been 
received,  though  he  understood  it  was  to  come. 
If  it  should,  he  presumed  no  person  in  the  House, 
however  desirous  to  encourage  domestic  manu- 
factures, would  do  it  in  any  other  manner  than 
by  specific  duties.  Ought  not  the  House,  then, 
he  asked,  before  they  laid  duties,  to  ascertain 
what  articles  we  could  manufacture,  and  make 
some  discrimination  between  articles  which  we 
can  manufacture,  and  which  we  cannot?  He 
said  he  was  not  one  of  those  who  would  dis- 
courage manufactures,  but  he  did  not  wish  to 


1827 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1828 


H.  OP  R. 


Additional  lUwenue, 


April,  1810. 


pass  laws  to  encourage  them  without  koowing 
anything  about  them. 

Mr.  Lton  said  it  was  impossible  for  any  per- 
son with  a  mind  Hke  his  to  follow  gentlemen  in 
their  projects  for  raisinj^  revenue.    On  one  day 
he  heard  that  the  revenue  was  not  wanted,  because 
they  were  about  to  reduce  the  Army  and  Navy; 
another  day  that  they  were  to  get  money  by  the 
bank,  and  another  day  that  it  was  to  be  procured 
by  loan.    He  said  he  had  no  objection  to  raising 
revenue,  but  he  did  not  want  to  be  hurried  into 
it  in  this  way.    The  duties  laid  on  imports,  said 
he,  come  out  of  the  people^s  pockets  at  last.  This. 
we  all  understand.    And  what  need  is  there  to 
be  in  such  extreme  hurry?    1  am  very  sorry  that 
we  cannot  have  the  company  of  the  gentleman 
'from  Virginia  (Mr.  Eppsa)  any  longer.   I  esteem 
his  knowledge — but  I  wish  he  bad  introduced 
the  subject  more  particularly  heretofore.    1  wish 
gentlemen  would  recollect  that  they  can  never 
take  back  such  taxes.    I  wish  them  to  remember 
that  this  will  be  a  permanent  addition  to  the 
mode  of  raising  revenue.     Mr.  L.  wished  the 
tariff  of  duties  to  be  revised,  and  a  selection 
to  be  made  of  such  articles  as  were  susceptible 
of  higher  duties.    He  wished  to  go  into  the  mat- 
ter understandingly,  and  not  to  be  hurried  into 
it.    He  said  he  understood  this  subject  at  least 
as  well  as  one  half  of  the  gentlemen  who  were 
now  so  willing  to  act  on  it;  but  he  was  entirely 
unable  to  act  understandingly  on  it,  for  he  was 
not  prepared  for  it,  as  he  had  thought,  with  the 
senlleman  from  Massachusetts,  that  the  project 
had  gone  to  sleep. 
The  Committee  refused  to  rise,  60  to  40. 
The  question  recurring  on  filling  the  first  bank 
with  ^^&ye  per  cent.," 

Mr.  ^niNCY  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill.  He  said  that  in  making  this 
motion  it  was  not  his  intention  to  delay  or  em- 
barrass the  Committee;  but  to  bring  before  them 
the  distinct  inquiry  which  it  seemed  to  him  they 
ought  to  make  before  they  proceeded  further — 
and  that  was,  whether  there  was  a  necessity  for 
laying  the  duties  proposed  by  the  bill.  It  would 
have  been  extremely  gratifying  to  him,  if  time 
had  been  allowed  for  the  investigation  of  this 
subject.  It  appeared  to  him,  he  said,  that  con- 
siderations might  be  adduced  to  this  House  of  a 
nature  which  would  make  the  expediency  of  such 
a  nieasure  extremely  questionable ;  but,  inasmuch 
as  it  was  thought  necessary  to  enter  upon  it  now, 
he  asked  leave  of  the  Committee  to  state  one  ob- 
jection, which  to  his  mind  was  moat  strong  and 
forcible;  and  that  was,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  the  official  organ  of  the  Qovemment, 
had  not  assumed  to  himself  the  responsibility  of 
recommending  an  increase  of  duties.  It  seemed 
to  be  taken  for  sranted  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  that  he  had ;  but 
if  his  reports  were  examined,  the  reverse  would 
be  found  to  be  the  fact.  On  the  contrary,  his 
reports,  taken  according  to  their  true  meaning 
and  examined  with  reference  to  decide  critically 
what  he  intended  to  recommend,  Mr.  Q^  said  it 
would  be  found,  did  not  recommend  an  augmen- 


tation of  the  revenue  in  the  situation  ia  which 
the  United  States  now  stood. 

Further,  he  said  he  could  show  that  these  taxes 
were  not  necessary  before  the  time  within  which 
Congress  would  ajjain  constitutionally  assemUe, 
and  within  which  it  would  be  in  their  power  to 
supply  the  deficiency,  if  any  existed,  in  the  very 
mode  in  which  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasory 
recommended,  and  which  was  the  only  recom- 
mendation which  he  did  make. 

Mr.  Q,.  entered  into  a  long  and  critical  exami- 
nation of  the  report  lately  made  by  the  Secretirr 
of  the  Treasurv,  with  reference  to  his  former  re- 
ports; from  which  he  drew  the  conelnsioa  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  only  recom- 
mended loans  in  the  event  of  a  war  existing  or  in 
contemplation. 

To  my  mind,  said  he,  the  instant  yon  pass  this 
bill,  if  it  occasion  any  clamor  in  the  commoDity, 
any  popular  discontent,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  refer  to  his 
own  reports  and  teil  the  people  his  recommendi- 
tion  was  directly  the  reverse  of  the  coarse  which 
was  pursued,  and  you  cannot  attach  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  from  all  these  reports 
taken  together,  any  recommendation  of  an  (o- 
crease  of  duties.  It  appears  to  me,  so  far  from 
recommending  an  augmentation  of  the  existiof 
duties,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  relieved 
himself  from  the  resiwnsibility  of  reeommending 
it  by  a  recommendation  directly  the  reverse. 

Nor  is  this  tax  necessary.  It  is  certaioly  not 
necessary  for  the  present  year.  If  the  proposition 
made  concurrent  with  this  be  adoptcnd,  so  far  as 
relates  to  1810,  a  loan  of  four  millions  will  be 
sufficient  to  answer  all  the  purposes  of  the  next 
year.  I  ask,  then,  whether  this  Committee  is  pre- 
pared to  augment  the  duties  for  ooe  year— to  at- 
tempt to  increase  the  revenue  by  a  course  of  pol- 
icy so  uncertain?  I  should  not  object  to  aug- 
ment the  present  duties,  if  there  appeared  to 
be  any  intelligence  on  the  subject  of  taxation. 
if  it  was  not  done  in  this  sweeping  way;  bm 
to  augment  the  duties  without  recommendatioa 
appears  to  me  to  be  sporting  with  the  interests  of 
the  people,  and  doing  an  act  wholly  unnecessary 
and  not  required  by  existing  circumstances. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  first  sectioa 
of  the  bill  was  lost--i51  to  33. 

Mr.  Ranuolph  again  moved  to  lay  the  bill  oa 
the  table. 

Mr.  Macon  thought  that  the  present  discnssi^'Q 
was  putting  the  cart  before  the  horse.  If  the 
Army  and  Navy  were  reduced,  it  would  not  be 
necessary  to  lay  the  tax.  Nothing  was  clearer 
than  that,  if  a  tax  was  to  be  laid,  it  should  not  be 
greater  tnan  was  necessary.  If  the  tax  was  liid 
before  the  question  on  the  reduction  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  was  decided  on,  it  must  be  laid  to  meet 
the  full  amount  of  the  expenditure  of  the  Armf 
and  Navy.  He  said,  he  very  much  doubted  whe- 
ther there  was  any  necessity  for  any  tax  at  tU.  if 
the  Army  and  Navy  were  reduced.  If  the  Army 
was  disbanded  and  the  Navy  sold,  we  should  not 
perhaps,  want  half  a  million — not  a  millioo  and 
a  halt  on  the  outside.    That  might  be  obtained 
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bf  loans  payable  at  a  short  date.  If  the  Nary 
were  now  redaeed  the  expenditure  of  the  three 
quarters  of  the  present  vear  would  be  saved.  One 
quarter  of  the  year  had  already  expired,  and  the 
wisest  man  in  the  nation  eould  not  tell  of  what 
use  the  Army  and  Navy  had  been  during  that 
quarter.  He  supposed  it  might  be  kept  up  to  look 
at.  You  nrastj  said  Mr.  M.,  get  clear  of  the  navy 
yards.  If  you  do  not  put  them  down,  unques- 
tionably, they  will  put  you  down.  How  is  it  with 
the  Armj?  Has  it  been  employed  to  more  ad- 
Tantage?  Its  situation  is  too  meiancholy  to  be 
spoken  of;  and,  if  anything  could  disgust  the 
people  of  the  territory  we  acquired  some  years 
since,  it  must  be  the  management  of  that  Army ; 
for,  however  much  they  hear  of  our  good  Gov- 
emmeiit,  after  such  a  specimen,  they  must  have 
a  despicable  opinion  of  it,  indeed.  The  question 
of  reducing  these  establishments  should  be  decided 
before  we  lay  a  tax.  There  are  difficulties  in 
gettiof  clear  of  a  tax.  Lay  a  tax  once,  and  vou 
directly  unite  in  support  of  it  every  roan  who  nas 
a  connexion  who  is  a  collector  of  taxes,  except  in 
large  towns  where  the  perquisite  is  limited.  In 
otber  towns,  the  higher  the  tax  the  higher  are 
tbe  perquisites  of  the  collector,  and  you  unite  all 
his  connexions  in  support  of  tbe  tax.  I  hope,  sir, 
that  we  shall  put  the  horse  before  the  cart,  and . 
decide  whether  we  will  not  make  a  reduction  in 
oor  expenses.  I  will  not  raise  a  tax  of  a  cent  to 
support  the  present  plan.  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  sayiog.  that  I  shall  feel  bound  to  vote  down  the 
additional  force  of  six  thousand  men,  whenever 
tbe  subject  shall  come  before  us.  I  voted  for  it ; 
bat  found  that  then,  as  now,  we  talk  a  great  deal 
aboot  war,  and  do  nothing. 

Mr.  Tallmaoge  said  that  wheti  the  question 
of  increasing  the  duties  had  been  submitted  to 
tbe  House,  it  was.  indeed,  a  distinct  proposition ; 
botwben  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ran- 
dolph) had  submitted  a  proposition  for  the  re- 
daction of  the  Army  and  Navy,  what  could  pos- 
sibty  have  been  his  view,  and  that  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  in  directing  that  proposition 
to  be  referred  to  the  same  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  whom  the  bill  for  laving  additional  du- 
ties had  been  coAmitted,  unless  that  should  be 
diseassed  prior  to  tbe  decision  on  the  latter  bill  ? 
Was  there  any  gentleman  on  this  floor  who  would 
say  that  he  meant,  first,  to  decide  on  the  bill  for 
laying  additional  duties^  and  then  to  reduce  our 
expenses  7  The  determination  on  the  proposition 
to  reduce  the  Army  and  Navy,  would  materially 
affect  the  question  of  the  propriety  of  increasing 
the  duties.  To  his  astonishment,  Mr.  T.  said,  he 
had  seen  the  question  once  decided,  by  the  Com- 
mittee, not  to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table.  It  looked 
very  much  as  if  the  gentlemen  were  disposed,  at 
all  events,  to  carry  the  question  as  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  let  the  Army  and 
Navy  be  reduced  or  not.  Indeed,  if  the  House 
were  determined  to  raise  the  ad  valorem  duties 
fire  per  cent.,  and  the  specific  duties  thirty-three 
and  one-third  per  cent.,  on  the  present  amount, 
he  did  not  know  but  the  Army  and  Navy  might 
as  well  consume  it  as  anything  else.  The  revenue 


was  not  wanted  for  anything  else.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  had  said,  in  his  reports,  and 
made  no  difficulty  in  saying,  in  conversation,  that, 
if  Congress  were  to  put  down  the  newly-raised 
levies,  additional  duties  were  not  wanting.  Was 
it  not,  then,  highly  necessary,  before  a  tax  was 
laid,  to  determine  whether  revenue  were  want- 
ing? If  the  expenditures  for  the  Army  and  NavT 
were  not  lowered,  Mr.  T.  said,  he  would  go  aU 
proper  lengths  to  raise  money  to  meet  the  ex- 
penditure. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was 
negatived — 55  to  51. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Eppes's  motion 
to  fill  tbe  blank  with  Jive  per  cent. 

Mr.  Randolph  said,  he  had  but  a  rery  few 
remarks  to  make  on  this  subject ;  but  it  was  im- 
possible that  he  could  make  those  few  with  any 
satisfaction  to  the  Committee  or  to  himself.  He 
was  somewhat  in  doubt  whether,  on  this  im- 
portant question,  it  would  not  be  better  to  assent 
to  the  procedure,  for  which  an  anxiety  so  restlesa 
was  displayed,  to  decide  this  question,  in  the  first 
place,  and  afterwards  to  discuss  it.  If  that  was 
the  course  which  the  Committee  chose  the  sul>- 
ject  should  take,  it  was  not  for  him  to  interrupt 
them.    Am  I  at  liberty,  sir,  to  proceed  ? 

The  Speaker  said,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  was  certainly  in  order. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  Randolph,  there  are  circum- 
stances under  which  it  is,  perhaps,  not  within  the 
compasis  of  human  powers — certainly  not  within 
mine — to  address  even  a  legislative  assembly. 

[Order  having  been  established  in  the  Commit- 
tee. Mr.  R.  went  on.] 

I  understodd,  sir,  said  he^  the  gentleman  who 
brought  forward  this  proposition  to  bottom  his  tax 
upon  the  basis  of  defraying  the  war  loans  which 
he  is  about  to  negotiate.,  and,  in  this  view  of  the 
case,  I  certainly  cannot  concur  with  my  friend 
from  North  Carolina.  I  think  the  cart  has  not 
been  put  before  the  hdrse.btit  that  it  is  expedient, 
and  1  wish  it  was  deemed  so  on  all  other  occa- 
sions, to  provide  the  ways  and  means,  before  we 
incur  a  debt,  or  at  least  paying  the  interest  of  that 
debt.  I  understood— -though  there  were  so  many 
supposititious  cases  put,  that  I  could  not  tell  pre- 
cisely the  amount  at  which  this  tax  was  esti- 
mated— that  it  is  not  calculated  to  go  beyond  two 
and  a  half,  certainly  not  beyond  three,  millions 
of  dollars ;  and.  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
this  point,  I  asxed  a  private  explanation  of  the 
gentleman  proposing  to  lay  the  taxes.  Now,  sir, 
one  of  the  plainest  propositions  ever  submitted  to 
a  legislative  assembly  is  before  this  Committee 
and  the  nation.  It  is,  whether  we  will  assent  to 
an  additional  annual  burden  of  from  two  and  a 
half  to  three  millions  of  dollars  for  the  purpose 
of  defraying  tbe  expense  of  our  Military  and  Na- 
val Establishments  at  their  present  extent,  or  re» 
duce  those  establishments?  We  are,  indeed, 
brought  to  a  most  calamitous  situation,  if,  with- 
out embargo,  or  non-intercourse,  or  war,  without 
either  of  these  three  great  national  blessings,  we 
are  to  be  driven  to  the  necessity  of  laving  an  an- 
nual tax  to  the  amount  of  three  millions  to  de- 
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fray  the  interest  of  loam  necessary  to  carry  on 
our  Peace  Establishment.  If  this  be  the  condi- 
tion to  which  this  unce  proud  and  flourbhing  na- 
tion has  been  reduced,  there  is  a  deep  and  deadly 
sin  to  be  answered  for  somewhere,  and  by  some- 
body. The  whole  of  the  argument  which  I  shall 
offer  on  this  subject  is  comprised  in  a  simple  piece 
of  paper,  in  the  hands  of  every  gentleman  in  the 
Committee — an  account  of  the  gross  annual 
amount  of  expenditure  in  relation  to  our  Military 
and  Naval  Establishments,  from  1789  to  1809.  The 
Committee  will  recollect  that,  a  few  days  aso — it 
was  not  my  fault  it  was  done  so  late,  I  could  not 
get  the  floor — I  submitted  a  resolution  calling  on 
the  Treasury  Department  for  an  account  oi  the 
annual  receipts  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
Stales.  It  18  not  now  on  the  table,  nor  have  I 
been  able  to  make  it  out  from  the  documents  in 
the  Clerk's  office,  because  I  have  not  been  able  to 
obtain  any  of  the  annual  reports  further  back  than 
about  the  year  1801  or  1802.  That  statement 
would  have  been  of  material  value  in  determin- 
ing the  question  now  before  the  Committee.  If 
we  have  it  not,  we  must  get  along  with  this  sub- 
j.ect  with  such  crippled  means  as  are  left  in  our 
power.  I  find  from  Gallatin's  View  of  the  Fi- 
nances, that  the  receipts  up  to  the  first  day  of 
January,  1796,  were  forty-four  millions  and  some 
odd  thousands.  There,  then,  remains  to  be  ac- 
counted for  the  receipts  of  two  years  of  Greneral 
Washington's  Administration,  (1796  and  1797,) 
which,  taken  at  an  average,  may  be  fairly  calcu- 
lated at  fourteen  millions,  perhaps  not  so  much. 
This  will  bring  the  fross  receipts  of  General 
Washington's  Administration  to  fifty-eight  mil- 
lions; a  sum  which,  I  will  venture  to  say,  it  did 
not  exceed.  I  find,  by  the  statement  whicn  I  hold 
in  my  hand,  that  toe  whole  expenditures  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Army  and  Navy,  up  to  the  end  of  the 
year  1797,  are  $11,257,000 ;  and  I  will  beg  leave 
to  explain  to  the  Committee  why  I  take  up  to 
the  end  of  the  year  1797,  and  do  not  stop  at  the 
third  of  March  in  that  year.  Although  bis  suc- 
cessor came  in  on  the  fourth  of  March,  all  the 
appropriations  for  thai  year  were  made  under  the 
last  Cfongress  of  Washington's  Administration, 
and  he  ought  to  be  answerable  for  the  expenses, 
since  they  were  not  only  incurred,  but  defrayed 
by  him.  What  was  the  revenue  during  Mr. 
Adams's  Administration  I  have  not  ascertained 
accurately,  and  I  have  not  put  it  in  estimate.  To 
get  at  it  was  one  of  the  objects  of  my  application 
to  the  Treasury  Department — there  is  such  a 
dreadful  dilapidation  in  the  official  documents  of 
this  House  that  I  find  nothing  further  back  than 
somewhere  about  the  year  1800.  The  receiptsdur- 
ing  the  Administration  of  Washington  were 
fifty-eight  millions,  and  the  expenditures  for  the 
Army  and  Navy  were  eleven  and  a  quarter.  The 
expenditure  of  Mr.  Adams,  for  the  same  objects,  was 
eighteen  millions.  The  expenditure,  for  the  first 
four  years  of  the  Administration  of  Mr.  Jefi&rson, 
was  eight  millions  six  hundred  thousand;  and 
of  the  last  four  years,  sixteen  millions  four  hun- 
dred and  forty-three  thousand  dollars ;  making  a 
total  of  twenty-five  millions  expended-  under  his 


Adminislration  for  the  Army  and  Navy.  Nov, 
with  regard  to  the  receiptsh— from  s  Treasary 
statement  made  in  1805  or  1806,  I  discover  tliat, 
from  the  first  of  April,  1801,  (three  days  after 
the  induction  of  Mr.  Jefferson  idto  officii)  up  to 
the  30th  of  March,  1805,  comprising  the  fint 
term  of  his  Administration,  he  recdv^  fifty  mil- 
lions six  hundred  and  sixty-seven  thoassod  dol- 
lars ;  some  of  the  items  of  these  fifty  millions  I  will 
beg  leave  to  state.  Exclusive  of  the  great  article 
of  customs,  common  lo  all  AdministiaiicDs,  the 
amount  of  receipts  from  which  quarter  was  |45,- 
174,000,  during  the  same  period  there  was  re- 
ceived from  public  lands  $1,032,000,  from  the 
Post  Office  9133,000,  from  internal  taxes  $1,700,- 
000.  from  the  direct  tax  (yes,  sir,  from  the  direet 
tax)  $673,000,  from  the  sale  of  bank  shares  (l,- 
287.000,  and  from  the  sale  of  public  ships  (a  part 
of  this  very  Navy  which  has  since  cost  so  aoch) 
$380,000 ;  and  yet,  sir.  wonderful  to  relate,  it 
would  seem  that  the  cost  of  the  Navy  had  bees 
in  the  inverse  ratio  to  the  force  and  pnbUe  ser- 
vice of  that  Navy.  In  proportion  as  it  had  been 
useless,  in  proportion  as  it  had  been  redoced— 
and  that  may  perhaps,  though  I  hope  it  >irill  not, 
weigh  with  some  miembers  against  a  farther  reduo- 
tion  of  it,  Lest  it  should  prove  still  more  expeasire 
— in  proportion  as  it  has  been  inefficient,  so  has  it 
been  costly.  But,  not  to  detain  the  Commiitee 
or  get  out  of  the  track  in  which  I  wish  to  keeiH 
the  receipts  of  the  first  four  years  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son's Administration  were  $50,667,000,  aod  the 
expenses  of  the  Army  and  Navy  only  $S,600,- 
000.  The  receipta  of  the  ensuing  four  years,  as 
nearly  aa  I  can  ascertain  them,  were  $68,000,000; 
and  the  expenditure  for  the  Army  aad  Navy 
916,000^.  If  any  man  will  take  the  trouble, 
in  dividing  this  estimate  of  ex|>enditnre,  not  only 
to  distinguish  the  Administiatioa  of  Mr.  Adams 
from  that  of  Qeneral  WAeamOTON  on  the  ooe 
hand,  and  that  of  Mr.  J^eraon  on  the  other,  bat 
also  to  coatradiatingttlsh  the  first  four  yean  of 
Mr.  Jefferson's  government  from  the  sneceediog 
four  years,  he  will  discover  that  the  contra^  be- 
tween the  first  four  years  of  Mr.  Jefferson  'aod 
the  four  of  Mr.  Adama  is  not  greater  than  the 
contrast  between  the  last  four  years  of  Mr.  Jefier- 
son's  Administration,  and  the  firat  four.  Try  it 
by  whatever  test  you  pleaae,  this  will  be  the  re- 
sult ;  and  this,  now  that  the  tntasactionsare  over, 
now  that  the  doings  and  workings  of  that  dsy 
are  gone  by,  aad  their  effects  presented  in  broad 
and  legible  characters,  this  difference  may  ac- 
count, with  men  who  think  aomettmea,  for  that 
division,  for  that  9clUamf  as  it  is  termed,  among 
the  Republican  party  of  this  country,  which  re- 
lates to  the  first  and  second  part  of  the  Admioi»* 
tration  of  the  late  President  of  the  United  States. 
This  argument  is  in  figures,  and  figures  which 
cannot  be  disputed.  In  other  arguments  there 
may  be  some  defect  in  the  soundness  of  the  prem* 
ises,  or  in  the  deduction  drawn  from  them ;  bai| 
in  an  argument  like  that  which  I  hold  in  my  band, 
there  can  be  no  difference  of  opinion — it  speaks, 
not  only  to  the  judgment,  but  to  the  senses. 
There  is  another  view  of  this  subject.  The  first 
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iom  fears  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Adtninistrition  were 
not  moredistiDgQished  hj  the  floorisbing  state  of 
the  rereDoe  on  the  one  hand,  than  by  the  eeo- 
flomical  administration  of  it  on  the  other.  We  had 
then  to  boast  of  8  vast  amount  of  pnblie  debt  re- 
dacedjsnd  of  millions  in  our  Treasury ;  but  when 
we  eoine  to  the  last  year  there  is  a  dreadful  fall- 
ing off,  indeed.    In  proportion  as  the  public  ex- 
penditore  has  been  laTish,  so  hare  the  pubHc 
receipts  been  scanty  and  insufficient.    The  two 
thinp  run,  as  it  were,  in  a  perfect  parallel.    It 
bas  been  well  observed  by  a  great  mafster  of  hu- 
fflan  natorej  speaking  of*^  the  dilapidation  of  a 
ffreat  estate  m  a  few  years,  that  it  is  inconceivable 
BOW  debts  and  expenditures  go  on  incr^astnsr 
wben  persons  become  careless,  or  desperate,  as 
their  circumstances  become  embarrassed.    The 
same  rule  holds  ^ood  as  to  political  estates,  and 
the  observation  is  rerified  in  the  history  of  our 
political  life.    I  find  that,  in  the  first  year  of  the 
last  Administration,  the  revenae  was  twelve  mil" 
lioos,  and  the  expenditure  on  the  Army  and  Navy 
two  miilions.    I  find  that  Mr.  Jefiervon  went  out 
of  office  and  leA  a  revenue  of  $6,000,000,  and  the 
exoeases  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  excluding  the 
lodiao  department,  amounted  to  9^,773,000 ;  that, 
wheo  he  came  into  oflke  he  found  a  revenue  six 
times  as  great  as  the  expenses  of  the  Army  and 
Navy,  and  that,  when  he  went  out,  he  left  the 
eipenses  of  the  Army  and  Navy  almost  equal  to 
the  revenue  t  Not  merely  because  the  expense  of 
the  Army  and  Nary  was  more,  but  because  the 
revenue  was  less,— -but  not  merely  because  the 
rerenne  was  less,  but  because  the  expenditure  of 
the  Army  and  Navy  was  mora.   As  the  one  fell, 
10  did  the  other  rise;  and,  instead  of  a  revenue  of 
twelve  millions,  with  a  military  and  naval  ex* 
pepditnre  o(two,  he  left  us  with  a  rerenue  of  tfiar 
millions,  and  a  military  and  naval  expenditure  of 
fae.  And,  sir,  for  whose  benefit?  It  will  be  seen, 
too,  by  a  recurrence  to  these  documents,  that  the 
revenae  of  the  year  1807  was  sixteen  millions 
seven  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  that  it  was 
greater  than  any  year's  revenue,  except  that  of  the 
Tear  1806 — the  difference  between  thetnwas  very 
litiie;  and  consequently,  for  all  our  revenue  was  at 
that  time  drawn  from  commerce,  at  the  very  time 
when' we  entered  upon  the  system  which  has  re- 
duced our  revenue  to  ten  and  then  to  six  millions 
and  a  half  annually,  commerce  most  have  been 
io  a  state  more  productive  and  fiourishing  than 
had  been  known  fVom  the  oommencement  of  the 
Federal  Government.    These  are  facta.    The 
doties  on  imports  and  tonnage  could  not  continue 
to  grow  without  the  growth  of  that  commerce  on 
which  they  were  levied.    At  the  very  moment, 
then,  that  the  revenue  from  our  eommeroe  had 
grown  from  twelve  to  seventeen  mtllions,  that 
was  the  moment  in  which  it  was  deemed  advis- 
able to  destroy  that  commerce,  and  the  revenue 
that  depended  upon  it,  to  go  into  a  wide  waste  of 
military  and  naval  expense ;  and  with  nations  as 
with  individuals,  in  conseqneoee  of  our  extrav- 
agance,  we  have  come  to  shame — to  want^-^to 
going  to  jail,  almost,  if  the  nation  could  be  sent 
there.  It  is  a  carious  circumstance,  as  the  House 


will  perceive — but,  fortunately  for  us,  at  that  time 
we  were  not  quite  so  wise  as  we  are  now-^that 
the  year  1802  produced  a  defalcation  in  our  rer- 
enue of  nearly  two  millions,  while,  in  the  year 
1803,  our  receipts  immediately  increased  to  eleven 
millions ;  and,  in  the  year  1804,  had  increased 
nearlv  three  millions  of  dollars.  The  cause  is 
stated  in  the  Treasury  report,  from  which  I  ex- 
tract this  statement.  It  is,  that  the  defalcation 
from  twehe  to  ten  millions  was  to  be  ascribed  to 
the  only  year  of  peace  which  Europe  had  known 
for  many  vears ;  and  the  subseque.nt  increase  to 
eleven  ana  a  half  and  thirteen  and  a  half,  in  the 
two  succeeding  years,  was  to  be  ascribed  to  two 
facts ;  the  recommencement  of  the  war  in  Bu- 
rope  and  the  preservation,  on  our  part,  of  our 
neutral  aUitude.  Well,  sir,  what  then  was  es- 
timate, opinion,  coniecture,  was  mere  prophecy, 
is  now  history ;  and  nothing  remains  for  us  but 
to  resume  and  preserve  that  neutral  attitude  which, 
the  Tery  year  we  took  measures  for  guarding 
against  such  an  influx  of  money  into  our  Trea- 
sury, produced  a  revenue  of  916,700,000  to  this 
country. 

There  is,  sir,  a  sort  of  comparative  political 
anatomy,  the  study  of  which  will  not  be  found 
unprofitable.  You  find,  on  the  accession  of  Mr. 
Adams  to  office,  that  the  military  and  naval  ex- 
penditure sprung  up  from  $1,300,000  to  $3,300,- 
000 ;  you  find  that  it  went  on  in  progressive  in- 
crease to  near  six  millions  annually;  but,  sir, 
when  it  was  found  that  this  prodigality  would  be 
endured  no  longer  by  the  people,  any  more  than 
the  taxes  and  loans  which  were  resorted  to,  to 
support  it,  Chen  that  old  gentleman  attempted 
something  like  a  retreat;  then  he  began  a  system  of 
retrenchment:  but,  unfortunately  for  him,  he  began 
too  late.  He  lost  liis  seat  at  the  helm  :  and  those 
who  succeeded  him,  on  the  ground  or  opposition 
to  the  taxes  which  he  laid,  received,  as  will  be 
perceived  from  the  statement  which  I  bave  copied 
m>m  the  Treasury  report,  out  of  those  resources, 
taking  into  calculation  the  bank  shares  sold,  near- 
ly five  mflHons  of  dollars.  We  find,  too,  by  re- 
corrine  to  this  statement,  that  the  most  expensiye 
year  of  Mr.  Adams's  Administration,  as  it  related 
to  the  Army  and  Navy,  cost  us  $5,900,000 ;  that 
the  most  expensire  year  of  the  late  Administra- 
tion cost  us  $5,700,000—1  allude  now  to  the  year 
180^-*-and  if  any  gentleman  object  to  taking  that 
year,  inasmuch  as  the  present  President  of  the 
united  States  came  into  office  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1609,  the  answer  is  ready— that  all  the 
expenses  of  that  year  were  incurred,  and  voted  by 
his  predecessor — and,  in  corroboration  of  this 
statement,  the  House  will  find  that  the  retrench- 
ment in  the  expenses  of  the  Army  and  Navy  made 
in  1801,  appears  in  the  expenditure  of  the  succeed- 
ing year,  1802.  because  it  was  impossible  that  the 
measure  could  be  felt  sooner  than  the  year  af^er 
it  was  adopted.  Bo,  we  find  that  the  Naval  Es- 
tablishment which,  in  the  last  year  of  Mr.  Adams's 
Administration  cost  two  millions,  in  the  first  of 
Mr.  Jefferson's  did  not  cost  one.  Let  us  sup- 
pose that  all  your  Administrations  had  been 
equally  economical  with  the  first ;  let  us  suppose 
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that  the  military  iotrusted  to  the  charge  of  Qen- 
eral  .Wasbin gton  bad  not  a  looff  cruel,  bloody, 
Indian  war,  to  carry  on ;  that,  lice  the  army  of 
the  last  President,  it  had  nothiDg4nore  to  contend 
with  than  the  musquitoes  of  the  Mississippi — let 
us  suppose  that  the  Navy  of  Mr.  Adams,  reduced 
by  our  sales  (I  say  our,  for  I  claim  a  part  in  the 
transactions  of  the  first  four  years  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son's Administration,)  had  not  to  scour  our  seas 
of  privateers  and  pirates;  that  our  ships  had  not 
an  enemy  to  cope  with ;  that,  insteaa  of  being 
all  in  commission,  they  were  laid  op  in  ordinary ; 
that,  instead  of  having  the  Insurgente  and  Ber- 
ceau  to  encounter,  they  had  only  to  repose  in  the 
mud  of  the  Eastern  branch ;  let  us  suppose  all 
this,  and  that  the  Army  and  Navy,  subsequently 
to  the  year  1801,  were  as  actively  engaged  as 
prior  to  the  year  1801.    I  will  ask  any  member 
of  the  Committee  to  tell,  if  he  can,  what  benefit 
we  have  derived  from  either ;  or  what  ffood  the 
nation  have  received  from  them  ?    What  have 
we  got  to  show  for  our  money,  for  twenty-five 
millions,  which  have  been  spent  under  the  last 
Administration  on  those  objects?    It  is  true  that, 
under  the  Administration  of  General  Washing- 
ton, our  country  sustained  one  of  the  most  sin- 
gular and  bloody  defeats  that  the  same  body,  or 
anv  body,  of  men  ever  met  with  from  a  numerous, 
well  or^nized,  and  roost  desperate  foe  ;  and  yet, 
sir,  it  would  be  difficult  to  establish  the  fact,  what- 
ever might  then  have  been  the  public  sentiment 
of  gloom  and  despondency,  that  the  lo^  of  that 
army  on  that  occasion,  or  of  any  other  army 
whatsoever,  surpassed  the  loss  which  ours  has 
lately  sustamed  in  time  of  profound  peace  1  The 
victory  of  Canns  itself  was  not  so  bloody,  in  pro- 
portion to  numbers ;  and,  if  the  alligators  of  the 


Mississippi  have  not  been  able  to  fill  themselves    fereoce  between  the  principles  of  the  Washing 


be  compelled  to  vote  against  it,  because  I  eoa* 
ceive  a  mode  qf  supply  ins  the  present  deficiency 
more  easy,  more  acceptable  to  the  people,  can  m 
found  to  supply  its  place ;  in  a  word,  a  eubetituttj 
the  great  desideratum  of  the  present  day.  I  tball 
say  nothing  of  the  probable  receipts  of  these  ad- 
ditional taxes.  Let  it  be  eranted  that,  instead  of 
encouraging  smuggling,  they  will,  yield  revenue. 
Why  increase  the  public  burdens  when  we  are 
enabled  to  avoid  it  consistently  with  the  public 
interest  ? 

I  have  trespassed  far  on  the  patience  of  the 
Commiitee,  much  farther  than  I  had  intended, 
and  much  farther  than  I  should  have  had  any 
occasion  to' do,  had  I  been  indulged  with  a  de- 
cision on  the  motion  to  reduce  the  Army  and 
Navy,  . 

Mr.  £ppE8  said  he  did  not  mean  to  follow  the 
ex  am  Die  of  the  ^ntleman  from  Virginia,  and  dis- 
cuss the  reduction  of  the  Army  asd  Navy  on  the 
question  for  filling  a  blank  in  the  bill  imposing 
additional  duties.    He  rose  for  the  purpose  of  re- 

E  lying  to  a  statement  made  by  his  eolielgue,  which 
e  presumed  was  intended  to  show  that  less  eeon* 
omy  had  been  practised  by  the  late  Administra- 
tion than  during  the  Federal  Administrationa,  or 
at  least  during  the  Administration  of  Geneial 
Wabhinqton.  He  was  glad  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  had  expressed  his  attuhmeat 
to  demonstrationa  by  figures ;  be  should  employ 
nothing  but  figures  in  reply,  and  draw  most  of 
his  statements  from  the  book  cited  by  the  gentle- 
man, (Gallatin  on  Fmance.)  From  a  statement 
of  the  amount  of  the  public  debt  on  the  first  day 
of  January.  1790,  and  on  the  first  day  of  Jannary. 
1800,  it  will  appear  that,  during  the  two  Federal 
Administrations,  (for,  said  Mr.  £•,  I  knownodif- 


with  golden  rings  from  the  slain,  it  is  only  because 
we  have  not  the  same  number  of  golden  knights. 
Twenty-five  millions  of  dollars!  Well  might 
my  friend  from  North  Carolina  say  that,  if  these 
establishments  are  not  put  down,  they  will  put 
down  those  who  support  them.  And  why  shall 
we  not  do  it  ?  I  should  like  to  have  some  reason 
assigned,  why  we  should  not  get  back  to  the  good 
old  Kepublican  gronnd.  Why  should  we  perse- 
vere, with  this  statement  staring  us  in  the  face, 
in  plunginff  deeper  into  loans  and  taxes  ?  Does 
any  man  believe  that  this  annual  expenditure 
cannot  be  reduced,  not  only  so  as  to  meet  the 
sum  which  this  tax  is  estimated  to  yield,  of  two 
i|nd  a  half  millions,  but  even  more  ?  I  want  to 
know  what  duty  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
have  now  to  perform  that  could  not  have  been 
performed  by  the  Army  of  the  United  States  in 
anv  one  of  the  first  four  years  of  Mr.  Jefferson's 
Administration,  when  the  annual  cost  was  not  a 
million ;  and,  in  fact,  the  last  of  those  four  years  it 
was  only  $700,000 ;  and  yet  did  we  not  derive  as 
much  substantial  benefit  from  it,  when  it  cost  not 
more  than  $700,000,  as  now,  when  it  costs  three 
millions  ? 

I  therefore,  sir,  considering  the  proposition  to 
fill  the  blank  as  involving  the  continuation  of  the 
present  Military  and  Naval  Establishments,  shall 


ton  and  Adams  Administrations,}  jiot  a  dollar  of 
debt  was  actually  paid.  On  the  contrary,  it  was 
increased  $9,462^64 : 

Statement  of  the  Debt  on  the  1st  of  January,  1790. 

Foreign  Debt. 

French  debt,  including 
arreais  of  interest     •  9  7,695,300  39 


Spanish  debt  do. 
Dutch  debt   do. 

241,680  95 
3,600,000  00 
: 11,736,»81  34 

Foreign  Ojgicete. 
Principal     •        •        • 
Arrearages  of  interest  - 

186,988  S3 
10,822  06 

.....          107ftlO  ^ 

DometOe  Debt. 

Prindpal  as  funded  on* 
ginally      •        .        . 

Deduct  payment  of  lands 
sold  to  Pennsylvania  - 

27,760,297  86 
90,674  16 

27,677,623  69 

Value  of  paper  money 
funded  at  100  for  one 

Unsubscribed  registered 
debt 

480,823  83 
86,561  34 

38,245^8  66 
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InlerMt  to  1st  Jutvary, 
1790,(d6diictiog$ttS- 
438  56,  inteiMt  on 
debt  dae  to  fbreign 
offioen)    -        -        .$11,213,737  41 

Deduct  nceired  is  pay- 
ment of  land  «>la  to 
Penoiyltania  -        -  60,718  25 


11,163,019  16 


-39,398,028  02 


AMeunad  Debt* 

Pnncipal  of  State  oertifi- 

catesaMnmed  -        -    15,082,771  33 
Intereat  prior  to  1st  of 

Jannarj,  1790  «        -      1,379,110  85 

16,461,882  18 


Deduct  aasomption  for 
debtor  Stales  beyond 
their  propsrtion,  m: 
^,069,565  71,  intar- 
eit  to  fint  January, 
1792,  and  without  the 
interest  afier  the  first 
January,  179S  - 


Balances  iinded  in  laTor 
of  creditor  States 

Unfondsd  debt  charged 
in  specie  -         -        - 


2,000,000  00 
14,461,882  18 


3,517,584  00 


-17,979,466  18 
.     428,080  45 


00 
10,760,000  00 


Pubfic  debt  on  Janu- 
ary 1,  1790   ....  69,740,366 

Pu^Ue  Debt  on  Ut  January,  1800. 

Foreigii  debt 

Old  dx  per  cent,  nomi- 

nai ,  deducting  amount 

tnnsferred  to  sinking 

Aznd         -         -        - 
Deduct  the   reimburse- 

znents        ... 


28,225,669  63 
3,215,576  37 
25,010,094  26 


DiBferred  stock,  deduct* 

ing  amount  transfer. 

red  to  sinking  fund   -  13,682,944  17 

Three  per  cent.    do.    .  19,066,708  54 

Five  and  a  half  per  cent.  1,847,500  00 

Four  and  a  half  percent.  176,000  00 


59,803,246  97 


100,184  18 


Outstanding  debt  due  to 
foreign  officers  and  re- 
gistered debt     -        - 

Six  per  cent,  stock  of 
1796 

Eight  per  cent. 

Six  per  cent.  Navy 

6,009,200  00 

Temporary  loans  from  the  Bank  -        -  3,640^000  00 


80,000 
.  5,000,000 
.      929,200 


Public  debt  on  the  Ist 

January,  1800 
Deduct  Bank  shares 


Public  debt  on  first 
January,  1790 

Increase  of  debt  from 
1790  to  1800 


69,740,366  27 


$9,462,264  80 


During  the  two  Federal  AdnUfUttratione,  the  folioW' 
tng  sutne  were  received  into  the  Treasury : 

From  balances  due  to  former  Government  $302,667  IS 
In  loans 25,775,795  5& 


Sales  of  Bank  stock   . 
Sales  of  lands    - 
Revenue     ... 
Sundries    . 
Profits  on  exchange    . 


Add  receipts  for  1800 


1,384,260  00 

100,339  00 

54,242,213  00 

1,127,092  00 

414,932  00 


83,346,688  69 
.  12,800,000  00 


96,146,688  00 
Deduct  cash  in  Treasury  on  1st  April, 

1801 1,794,000  00 


Total  amount  of  receipts  by  the  two 

Federal  Administrations        -  94,352,688  00 


Statement  of  receipts  into  the  Treaturyfrom  the  year 

1801  tQ  1809. 

1801,  including  $1,596,171,  for  sale  of  Bank  ahares 
and  public  vessels  -        -        -  $10,199,740  24 

14,943,230  38 

11,042,591  34 

11,845,141  48 

14,121,880  00 

16,557,657  00 

16,044,409  00 

10,314.163  00 

9,037,000  00 


1802 
1803 
1804 
1806 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 


114,119,811  00 

Deduct  cash  in  Treasury  on  30th  of 
September         -        .-        -        -      5,828,936  00 


108,290,875  00 


Deduct  payments  on  account  of  the 
principal  of  the  public  debt 

$34,796,091 

Deduct  for  British  Conven- 
tion and  the  Louisiana 
Treaty  -        -        -  6,000,000 


40,796,091  00 


Total  amount  of  expenditures  for  ob- 
jects exdusive  of  the  debt,  by  the 


Republican  party 


.  67,493,784  00 


80,312,631  15 
-  1,110,000  00 

79,202,631  15 


The  whole  sum  expended  by  the  Fed- 
eral Administration,  no  credit  being 
given  for  the  public  debt,  because  no 
debt  was  paid,  amounU  to       -        -  94,362,688  00 

Amount  expended  by  Republican  party  67,493,784  00 

26,858,904. 00 


Making  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  Re- 
pubhcan  Administration  of  -  26,858  904  00 
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Take  it  in  another  way — 
The  Republican  party  received  - 
The  two  Federal  Adminiitrations 

If  aking  the  sum  received  by  the  B0- 
publicans  exceed  the  sum  received 


108^90375  00 
94,352,688  00 


by  the  Federalists 


-  Id>9d8,l87  00 


The  Republican  party  paid  840,796,091.  io- 
tsluding  the  portion  for  th'ie  Louisiana  purchase, 
paid  in  cash.  Deduct  from  this  the  excess  of 
their  receipts,  viz :  $13,938,187,  and  it  leaves  a 
balance  due  in  favor  of  the  Republicau  Admin- 
istration of  826,858,187. 

During  the  Republican  Admjntslration  no 
noney  has  been  borrowed ;  and,  even  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  when  the  Exchequer  is  represented  as 
in  a  beggared  condition,  the  people  will  be  aston- 
ished to  find  that  no  actual  increase  of  debt  is 
made.  That,  during  this  year,  we  are  still  able 
to  apply  88,000,000  to  the  public  debt,  and  support 
the  extraordinary  expenses  incurred  by  the  in- 
crease of  the  Army  and  Navy,  while  we  borrow 
for  actual  deficit,  only  83,000,000;  or,  in  other 
words,  that  our  resources  are  equal  for  this  year 
to  $12,000,000. 

During  the  Federal  Admmuiraiiofu  tht  fiUowing 

9unu  wtrt  borrowed.- 

1790  and  1791 $5,208,600 

1792 6,028,995 

1798 1,124,000 

1794  -        • 4,600,000 

1795 8,300,000 

1796  f 320,000 

1797 70,000 

1798 200,000 

1799 5,929,200 

Total 26,775.796 

Add  loan  for  1800        ....     1,481,700 


27,257,495 


This  statement  requires  no  comments.  I  am 
willing  to  leave  to  the  people  to  decide  on  the 
relative  merit  of  the  Administrations  which  have 
been  brought  into  view  on  the  score  of  expendi- 
ture. 

Our  revenue  is  and  has  been  almost  wholly  de- 
rived from  commerce.  The  decrees  of  France 
and  Qreat  Britain  went  to  the  destruction  of 
nearly  all  this  commerce.  These,  sir,  are  the  cir- 
cumstances which  have  produced  the  deficit  in 
the  revenue  of  the  United  States.  It  is  true  that 
iust  at  that  time  our  expenses  were  increased) 
but  those  expenses  were  produced  by  the  injustice 
and  violence  of  those  Powers.  Did  any  act  of 
ours  cause  the  insult  ofiered  by  Captain  Bradley, 
at  which  time  my  colleague,  (Mr«  Randolph,) 
if  I  am  not  mistaken,  wished  to  see  an  Ameri« 
ean  vessel  yard-arm  and  yard-arm  with  a  British 
▼eeselj  and  peace  or  war  staked  on  the  issue  ?  I 
admired  the  sentiment  at  the  time ;  but  surely 
that  insult  is  not  to  be  compared  wiiJi  the  many 
heaped  on  our  unoffending  country ;  unoffending, 
I  say,  for  never  have  we  taken  a  single  step  to- 


wards Great  Britain  or  France  which  coald  hart 
justified  the  iniquitous  condoct  of  either. 

I  have  merely  made  these  ohaervatioas  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  what  have  heea  the  receipts 
during  the  two  terma  of  the  Republicaa  AdmiQ- 
istration  ;  and  I  am  willing  to  leave  it  to  the  peo- 
ple to  decide  whether  it  is  not  an  honorable  tes- 
timony in  favor  of  that  AdmioistrattoD  that  it 
has  gone  on  so  so  far,  during  a  period  of  difficulty 
and  danger,  without  heretofore  resorting  to  taxes 
and  loans ;  when  war  has  been  avoided  by  a  re- 
currence to  other  measures,  and  all  the  extraor- 
dinary expenditure  has  been  ^mrinff  the  last  three 
years,  and  caused  by  the  tumult  of  the  world  sod 
the  necessity  of  guarding  against  the  violeaee 
and  rapacity  of  the  belligerents.  There  woald 
have  been  no  deficit  at  this  time  if,  wheo  Con- 
gress increased  the  national  expenditure,  they  had 
abo  increased  the  revenue,  which  woald  have 
been  done  by  the  bill  which  passed  thi^  House 
last  Winter,  and  was  rejected  by  the  Senate,  for 
increasing  the  duties  fifty  per  cent.  But  winle 
the  expenses  for  the  Army  and  Navy,  rendered 
necessary  by  existing  circumstances,  have  in- 
creased from  two  and  a  half  to  six  millions  of 
dollars,  and  while,  by  the  belligerent  restrictions 
on  commerce,  our  imports  had  much  dimiabfaed, 
the  duties  have  continued  the  same.  The  deieit 
in  the  revenue  would  never  have  existed  had  the 
duties  been  last  year  raised.  And  after  all  that 
has  been  said,  I  am  ^lad  that  the  people  are  to 
know  that,  during  this  year,  af\er  all  these  diffi- 
eulties,  we  shall  pay  eight  millions  of.  tbepaUic 
debt,  and  borrow  but  four  railHona* 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  wished  to  aay  a  few 
words  in  explanation.  Thegentleman,  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  (Mr. 
Eppss,)  had  read  his  own  statement,  as  if  he 
were  repeating  by  rote,  with  such  volubility  that 
it  was  scarcely  possible  to  follow  him ;  but  Mr. 
R.  said  he  wished  to  rescue  his  own  statement 
from  any  imputation  of  unfairness. 

It  will  he  recoliectedi  said  Mr.  R.,  that  I  stated 
the  whole  receipu  to  the  first  of  January,  1796, 
beyond  which  I  have  no  data  on  which  to  go^  at 
forty-four  millions  of  dollafai  Of  this  amoa&t, 
nineteen  and  a  half  milliona  proeceded  from 
loans.  Whj  should  mv  coHeagne  have  reeapitn- 
lated  in  detail  the  number  of  loans,  the  aggregate 
amount  of  which  I  had  already  given  credit  for, 
unless  to  imply  that  they  had  been  omitted? 
Really,  sir,  although  I  do  not  stand  forth  as  the 
champion  of  the  Wabbington  and  Anaiia  Ad- 
ministrations, it  would  become  as  to  have  a  lit- 
tle modesty,  and  that  the  sin  of  borrowing  lOOBej 
should  not  be  cast  upon  the  name  of  the  great 
Father  of  his  Country,  when  we  find  that  the 
whole  of  his  revenue,  from  imports  and  tonnage 
and  every  other  source  of  taxation,  did  not,  to 
eight  years,  amount  to  forty  millions  of  ^^^^^^ 
I  think  that  the  party  which  received  an  hundred 
and  fourteen  millions  in  the  same  space  of  time, 
has  no  right  to  cast  as  a  reproach  upon  the  firs^ 
President  of  the  United  States,  that  be  was 
obliged  to  borrow,  when  you  compelled  him  to 
set  t4>  the  Qovernment  without  a  sbilliog,  eov 
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first  to  pass  lawd  to  raise  revenue,  and  then  wait 
tUI  the  crop  could  come  round.    What  would  be 
the  situation  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
DOW}  if  he  had  to  briog  order  out  of  chaos,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  debt  of  the  Revolution  and  the  deficit 
occasioned  by  yearsof  anarchy ;  if  all  the  money 
to  be  raised  for  the  service  of  the  United  States 
was  to  proceed  from  laws  to  be  passed  ?    When 
instead  of  the  pitiful  sums  of  two,  three,  four, 
and  six  millions  then  received — it  never  did  in 
any  ooe  year  exceed  six  millions,  until  1795 — we 
have  an  annual  receipt  of  twelve,  ten,  thirteen, 
fourteen,  seventeen^  sixteen  millions  eight  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  there  is  really  no  ground 
for  exultation  on  our  part.    The  receipt  or  a  sin- 
gle year  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Administration  ex- 
ceeds the  receipt  of  the  first  four  years  of  Gen. 
Washington's.    Another  inaccuracy  let  me  point 
oat  io  the  gentleman's  statement.    He  has  taken 
credit  for  thirty-four  millions  of  the  principal  of 
the  public  debt  naid.    Af^reed,  sir — but  the  gen- 
tleman has  not  debited  himself  with  the  debt  in- 
curred.   This  is  not  fair ;  the  gentleman  should 
show  OS  both  Sides  of  his  ledger ;  the  debt  iocur- 
red  as  well  as  the  debt  paid.    He  ought  also  to 
show  what  was  the  gross  amount  of  public  assets 
left  in  hand  by  the  last  Administration,  and  the 
proceeds  of  it. 

Again,  sir — it  is  not  at  all  a  matter  of  surprise 
to  me  that  my  colleague  should  in  fact  refuse  to 
meet  me  on  the  ground  I  took.  What  was  it? 
A  contrast  of  the  last  four  with  the  first  four 
years  of  Mr.  Jefiferson's  Administration.  No, 
savs  my  colleague — let  us  lump  it  all  together. 
I  do  not  agree  to  statements  made  in  that  way, 
unless  they  first  be  taken  separately.  If  ]fou  look 
orer  the  accounts  of  the  respective  periods,  sir, 
TOO  will  find  that  the  seven  years  of  famine  in 
%ypt  did  DOt  differ  more  from  the  seven  years 
of  plenty  than  the  last  four  years  of  that  Admin- 
istration from  the  first  four.  The  first  four  were 
I  period  of  economy  and  plenty.  In  the  last  four, 
it  took  the  Government  a  lon§[  time  to  get  through 
tbe  enormous  mass  of  money  in  the  Treasurvj  we 
^  a  great  deal  to  do  with  fortifications  and  gun- 
H>ais  before  we  got  through  it;  it  was  some  time 
00  before  the  enects  of  our  new  systems  be^^an 
0  show  themselves — this  period  tercninated  in  a 
tate  of  want  and  penury. 
As  to  the  gentleman's  statement  of  our  exports 
laving  been  reduced  by  the  belligerent  orders  and 
lecrees  to  seven  millions  of  dollars,  it  is  quite 
lointelligible  to  me — I  should  be  glad  to  hear  it 
not  explained)  but  proved — and  yet  permit  me 
0  state,  before  I  sit  down,  that  wretched  as  is  the 
tate  to  which  the  afiairs  of  this  nation  are  re- 
aeed,  it  i^  perhaps  in  one  view  of  it  a  benefit — 
3r  if  the  surpluses  were  now  in  the  Treasury 
rhich  we  formerlv  had,  and  of  which  we  heard 
)og  after  they  had  ceased  to  exist,  probably  the 
ation  would  at  this  moment  have  been  at  war. 
•ir,  our  will  but  not  our  poverty  consented  to  it — 
recisely  the  reverse  of  tne  starved  apothecary  in 
le  play ;  a&nd  I  cannot  conceive  a  state  of  things 
lore  strange  in  a  political  point  of  view,  than 
lat  the  disuresses  of  the  country  and  the  mis- 


management of  our  afiairs  should  be  matter  of 
comfort  to  some  of  the  wisest  and  best  men  in 
the  nation,  in  one  aspect ;  and  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  say  that  there  are  men,  ioferior  in  wisdom  and 
integrity  to  none  in  the  country,  who  look  at  the 
dilapidated  state  of  our  finances  as  a  kind  inter- 
ference of  that  Providence  which  has  always  pre- 
served us,  to  shield  this  country  from  the  calami- 
ties of  an  unnecessary  war. 

I  do  state,  and  state  again,  that  the  last  Admin- 
istration received  an  hundred  and  fourteen  mil- 
lions of  the  public  money.  They  have  paid,  says 
my  colleague,  thirty-four  millions  of  the  public 
debt.  That  leaves  them  then  eighty  millions  to 
account  for.  To  this  we  must  add  eleven  millions 
and  a  quarter  of  debt  incurred,  which  brings  it 
up  to  ninety-one  millions  and  a  quarter.  But  my 
colleague  takes  credit  for  tl)e  money  paid  under 
the  Louisiana  Convention.  If  that  was  debt  paid 
by  the  late  Qovernment,  it  was  also  debt  con- 
tracted by  it.  If  it  be  posted  on  one  side  of  the 
ledger,  it  must  be  balanced  on  the  other.  In  my 
colleague's  mode  of  stating  accounts,  a  bankrupt 
might  be  made  to  appear  in  the  most  flourishing 
circumstances;  if  he  show  only  what  he  has  re- 
ceived and  nothing  that  he  has  paid — what  is  due 
to  him  and  nothioff  that  he  owes.  If  that  amount 
be  credited  for  as  beine  paid,  it  must  be  charged 
on  the  other  side  to  debt  contracted,  and  there  is 
complete  equation  worked  as  to  that.  But  that  is 
not  the  case  with  the  eleven  millions  and  a  quar- 
ter of  stock,  which,  as  I  said  before,  brings  the 
sum  to  be  accounted  for  up  to  ninety-one  mulionsi 
whereas  the  receipts  of  General  Washington, 
after  all  the  debt  incurred,  and  all  the  loans 
charged  upon  him,  did  not  amount  to  two-thirds 
of  that  sum — not  of  the  gross  sum  received  by  the 
Administration  of  Mr.  Jefierson,  but  the  sum  re- 
maining to  be  accounted  for,  aHer  giving  him 
credit  for  every  shilling  of  debt  paid. 

But  this  is  not  all,  sir.  In  tbe  statemen  t  which  my 
colleague  made,  and  which  was  really  ingeniously 
enough  done,  he  makes  use  of  one  half  of  my 
argument  to  answer  the  remainder.  I  state  that 
the  first  four  years  of  that  Administration  were 
a  period  of  prosperity,  economy,  and  afiluenee; 
that  the  last  four  present  a  strong  contrast  to  the 
first.  I  disagree  with  my  colleague — why  7  Be- 
cause I  say  the  first  four  enabled  us  to  bear  up 
against  the  extravagance  of  the  last.  I  stated  that 
the  first  four  years  of  that  Administration  were  a 
period  of  retrenchment,  economy^  plenty,  and 
peace.  Does  my  colleague  deny  this  and  yet  rely 
upon  this  very  period  (on  which  I  bottom  myselr) 
to  bear  out  the  last  four  years  of  that  Adminis- 
tration ?    He  concedes  everything  I  urge. 


no  douDt  tnat  tnis  string 
it  is  more  convenient  to  play  upon  that  instrument 
than  to  meet  any  particular  case  which  is  before 
the  House,  or  one  of  its  committees.  It  is  a  very 
good  argument  to  say  that  we  ought  to  incur 
debts  and  loans  and  taxes  for  the  support  of  the 
Army  and  Navy,  because  of  the  Driver  and  the 
Cambrian  and  Captain  Bradley,  atd  the  decrees 
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and  orders  of  Great  Britain  and  France — and  in- 
stead of  replying  to  the  question,  what  benefit  do 
you  derive  from  the  Army  and  Navy,  what  in- 
demnity for  the  past  or  security  for  the  future 
does  it  give  you  against  these  decrees  and  orders  ? 
we  have  again  dished  up  to  us  the  story  of  the 
Driver  and  the  Cambrian,  the  British  orders 
and  French  decrees,  and  the  attack  on  the  Chesa* 
peake.  What  relation  is  there  between  these 
thin^  and  our  Army  dying  in  the  marshes  of  the 
Mississippi,  at  an  annual  expense  of  three  millions 
of  dollars,  and  our  Navy  reposing  to  lullaby,  in 
the  Eastern  Branch,  at  an  expense  greater  than 
when  in  actual  service?  It  is  no  answer,  sir, — 
gentlemen  ought  to  make  out  how  the  Army  and 
Navy  can  cure  the  defect  of  the  Driver  and  Uam- 
brian,  and  the  British  and  French  decrees.  If 
they  cannot  make  out  that,  the  argument  is  good 
for  nothing.  It  is  precisely  like  denying  the  pro* 
position  that  the  first  four  years  of  Mr.  Jefferson's 
Administration  were  prosperous,  by  admitting 
that  thev  were  prosperous,  and  so  prosperous  as  to 
cover — I  will  not  say  the  disgrace,  but  the  mis- 
fortune oF  the  last  four  years.  I  say  they  were 
prosperous.  Does  he  denjr  it  ?  He  would  seem 
to  do  80,  and  at  the  same. time  concedes;  it.  [Mr. 
Randolph  was  here  interrupted  by  a  message 
coming  from  the  Senate.]  He  said  be  was  ^lad 
of  the  interruption  from  tne  Senate,  as  he  might 
have  been  tempted  to  trespass  longer  on  the  House 
by  the  warmth  he  felt  at  the  inference  or  impli- 
cation that  in  the  statement  he  had  made  of  the 
receipts  of  Washington's  Administration,  he 
had  omitted  the  loans.  The  gentleman  can  see 
no  distinction  (said  Mr.  R.)  in  point  of  principle 
between  the  Administration  of  General  Wash- 
ington and  Mr.  Adams.  I  am  not  the  champion 
of  those  Administrations ;  but  I  can  see  no  dis- 
tinction in  point  of  fact  between  the  two  terms 
of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Administration — between  the 
first  four  and  last  four  years — and  I  could  wish 
that,  applying  the  same  standard  by  which  he  has 
endeavored  to  compare  Mr.  Jefferson's  Adminis- 
tration with  the  preceding  Administrations,  (giv- 
ing it  praise  and  honor,)  he  would  also  by  that 
criterion  trv  the  two  periods  of  the  last  Adminis- 
tration. Ir  he  try  them  by  his  own  test — I  wish 
no  other— he  will  involve  the  last  four  years  in 
disgrace.  I  am  astonished,  sir.  although  the  gen- 
tleman cannot  perceive  any  difference  between 
the  Administration  of  Washington  and  Adams, 
that  he  is  unable  to  perceive  the  marked  differ- 
ence between  the  two  periods  I  have  mentioned 
of  the  last  Administration. 

One  word,  before  I  have  done,  on  the  subject  of 
statements  of  the  revenue.  Every  figure  on  the 
paper  which  I  read  from  to  the  Committee  has  been 
copied  from  the  annual  reports  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  which  is  a  statement  always 
of  net  revenue.  For  example,  in  the  one  I  hold 
in  my  hand,  the  statement  of  revenue  in  1804. 
from  imports  only,  is  $13,236,000,  and  from  land 
$360,000,  making  a  total  of  $13,596,000  from  these 
sources — and  yet  my  statement,  as  my  colleague 
read  over  his,  has  varied  from  it  in  one  instance 
to  the  amount  of  two  millions. 


Mr.  Macon  said  he  must  confess  he  was  at  a 
loss  how  to  understand  this  bill.  He  did  not 
know  whether  it  was  to  encourage  manafactares, 
or  for  what  other  object  they  were  asked  to  raise 
this  money.  He  said  he  did  not  mean  to  go  ioto 
the  statements  made  on  this  subject,  nor  ioto  an 
inquiry  into  the  merits  of  past  AdininistratioBs. 
When  we  talk  of  expenditure,  who  is  aceooDta- 
ble  for  one-half  of  it  ?  Who  has  supported  the 
Navy  ?  And,  as  this  a  sort  of  day  ot  settlement 
among  all  the  Presidents,  let  us  inquire  who  is 
accountable  for  the  expenditure  on  that  head. 
How  has  the  Navy  been  kept  up  ?  It  will  be 
found,  sir,  that  the  expenditure  for  the  Navy  be- 
gan loDg  before  the  Republican  party  got  into 
power.  It  was  in  the  days  when  1  was  a  minor- 
ity  man,  that  it  was  supported  bf  the  majority. 
How  has  it  been  since  supported  ?  Not  by  me 
or  my  votes,  but  by  the  gentlemen  who  raised  it 
adhering  to  their  side  of  the  question,  and  others 

?;oing  over  to  make  a  majority  for  the  Navy.  So 
ieir  as  relates  to  the  expense  of  the  Navy,  gentle- 
men commonly  denominated  Federalists  hare 
the  blame  of  their  part  of  it.  Sir,  I  am  tired  of 
putting  the  cup  on  the  federal  bottom.  This  is 
the  way[  in  which  the  Navy  has  been  kept  upon 
the  nation.  Upon  the  question  of  a  nary  the 
FederalisUi  have  always  been  a  majority.  How 
came  the  Army  so  Ion »  to  remain  as  it  was  eight 
or  nine  years  ago  ?  It  is  known  to  every  man 
who  has  been  a  member  of  the  Hoase  longeooagh 
that  it  was  not  with  my  consent.  I  am  afraid, 
whether  the  j^entlemen  who  commeoeed  the 
Navy  be  a  majority  or  minority  on  general  qaes- 
tions,  that  they  will  always  be  a  majoritr  onthat 
question  until  they  themselves  get  as  sick  of  it  as 
I  am  of  the  additional  army.  When  we  were 
upon  the  Army,  these  gentlemen  left  as  to  battle 
that  among  ourselves ;  when  they  come  to  the 
Navy,  they  never  have  done  so.  I  wish,  sir, 
when  we  come  to  the  Navy,  that  those  gentlemen 
would  let  us  vote  on  this  side  of  the  Hoase  oarf 
or  no  navy,  and  make  us  responsible  for  it,  if  it  be 
kept  up.  If  there  are  any  embargo  sins  to  an- 
swer for,  or  any  responsibility  for  that,  I  will  take 
that  upon  myselfjbecaose  I  voted  for  it, and ncfer 
shall  repent  it.  What  good  has  the  Army  done  i 
If  I  show  that  the  Army  and  Navy  have  done  no 
good,  and  that  taxes  will  do  me  some  harm,  it  is 
a  fair  mode  of  showing  that  this  bill  ought  not 
to  pass.  What  good  can  the  Army  do?  Sop- 
pose  two  or  three  thousand  men  are  necessarjr  ^^ 
preserve  peace  with  the  Indians  on  our  froniien. 
the  only  ground  on  which  they  have  ever  been 
supported,  to  keep  their  bad  men  from  as,  and 
ours  from  them  ;  I  had  rather  disband  the  whole 
Army  and  begin  anew%  I  believe  that  such  is 
the  enmity  and  animosity  amongst  the  persons 
composing  the  present  Army,  that  we  can  nem 
make  it  as  it  ought  to  be. 

As  to  the  Navy  and  navy-yards,  is  there  a  man 
in  this  House  who  can  tell  the  real  condition  ot 
any  one  yard  in  the  nation ;  how  many  office 
are  on  annual  salary,  and  how  many  receive 
navy  pay 7  The  Navy  men  bate  those  y^^^ 
much  that  they  never  go  to  see  them.   A  Wt 
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office  there  sets  the  whole  commixntty  by  the  ears 
disputing  who  shall  have  it.  I  do  not  recollect 
how  many  naTy-jards  we  have;  I  believe  as 
many  as  we  have  trigates.  At  all  of  them  there 
mast  be  somebodjr  to  take  care  of  them,  and 
something  to  be  paid ;  and  of  all  the  systems  to 
be  devised  for  the  plunder  of  the  public,  that  of 
navies  is  the  worst.  The  Navy  wi-U  plunder 
yoor  enemies^  if  yon  have  any,  but  never  a  na- 
tion took  up  a  navy  system  but  was  plundered 
by  It.  This  sort  of  expenditure,  with  the  aid  of 
one  or  two  celebrated  laws,  put  down  a  former 
majority.  Pursue  the  same  system,  and  you  will 
go  the  same  way.  It  is  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence. 

If  you  want  money,  I  am  ready  to  agree  that 
yoQ  cannot  get  it  bv  internal  taxes ;  but  rather 
than  saddle  those  wnom  I  represent  with  a  tax 
to  eneonrage  manufactures,  if  that  be  the  object, 
I  would  vote  for  a  direct  tax.  What  does  this 
system  go  to  ?  To  this :  that  you  will  go  on  by 
lax  on  tax  until  you  manufacture  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States  everything  that  can 
there  be  raised  for  the  purpose  of  maniuacturing. 
This  may  be  a  good  thing  to  the  part  of  the  coun- 
try which  will  be  the  manufacturing  part.  They 
nay  laugh  and  sing ;  but  to  that  part  that  will 
never  manufacture  it  will  be  death.  The  latter 
may  wring  their  hands  and  cr^,  but  in  vain  ;  for 
once  bat  get  the  manufactormg-maaia  fixed  on 
ibe  nation,  and  we  shall  be  saddled  with  it  as 
long  as  the  nation  exists,  i  can  state  an  opinion 
hat  I  entertain^  which  may  by  many  be  thought 
lot  to  be  correct.  It  is  this:  that  precisely  as 
TOO  encoura^  this  manufaetarinff  spirit,  in  the 
ame  ratio  will  you  depress  all  the  domestic  man- 
ifactures  of  the  country  I  live  in.  Manufactures 
Mist  in  the  domestic  way  all  oyer  the  Southern 
|oantry  for  family  use,  and  some  is  put  into  stores 
'or  sale.  Lay  a  duty  so  as  to  encourage  the 
naking  of  muslins,  and  it  will  take  fifty  per  cent. 
nore  of  country  made  cloth  to  exchange  for 
DQslins.  So  much  more  of  burden  do  you  lay 
»n  this  class  of  the  community  which  sells  home- 
oade  cloth. 

Sir,  I  voted  for  the  embargo  to  avoid  war,  un- 
ler  the  belief  that  if  we  adhered  to  it  we  should 
ettle  our  disputes  with  one  of  the  belligerents, 
nt  never  naeantby  it  to  encourage  manufactures. 
Ls  to  the  Don-intercoorse  laws,  as  I  never  voted 
or  them,  1  do  not  know  on  what  principle  they 
rere  voted  for.  As  it  appears  to  me,  sir,  that  the 
nestion  is  pretty  well  settled  that  we  do  not 
3ean  to  take  any  very  energetic  measures  at  the 
resent  session  of  Congress,  what  use  is  there  in 
eeping  up  the  Navy,  and  that  skeleton  of  an 
irmy  7  Can  any  man  tell  the  use  of  them  un- 
»s  they  are  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  spend- 
ig  money  ?  It  appears  to  m^  sir,  that  the  expe- 
ience  we  have  had  on  the  subject  of  the  Navy 
rould  hare  almost  convinced  a  Felix  or  Agrippa 
lat  a  navy  is  an  unless  thing  for  this  nation.  I 
now  it  may  be  said  that  every  eight  or  ten  years 

re  may  want  a  few  ships  to  go  into  the  Mediter-  tion  in  Europe — an  armed  nation,  and  that  nation 
mean  ;  that  one  of  the  Barbary  Powers  may  I  free.  What  stort  of  front  can  we  display  for  this 
»od  onr  Consnl  home— and,  by  the  by,  sir,  I  •  fifty  odd  millions  spent  on  the  Army  and  Navy? 


believe  we  could  do  as  well  without  Consuls 
there  as  with  them— for  I  never  have  heard  the 
good  of  them.    Then  is  it  worth  while,  at  an 
expense  of  two  or  three  millions  of  dollars  te 
keep  these  fVigates  eternally  repairing — eternally 
costioff  money— when  for  the  sum  annually  ex- 
pended on  them  we  might  at  any  time  buy  eight 
or  ten  of  the  bejtt  merchantmen  in  the  nation, 
and  have  them  equipped  and  sent  into  the  Medi- 
terranean?   When  the  service  was  done,  we 
could  sell  them  again ;  and  thus  we  should  get 
clear  of  the  navy-yards  as  well  as  the  Navy.    It 
was  formerly  said  that  we  might  have  a  navy  to 
protect  commerce.    So  far  as  relates  to  trade,  the 
assertions  of  the  eflleacy  of  a  navy  have  not 
been  verified.    What  sort  of  a  navy  could  yoa 
maintain?    Could  you  maintain  fifty  ships-of- 
tbe-line?    And  if  you  had  a  less  number,  would 
they  protect  vouv  trade?  None  of  the  merchants 
want  them  for  convoy,  that  I  ever  heard  of.    It 
is  utterly  impossible  that  you  can  protect  their 
trade.    I  will  leave  it  to  any  merchant  in  the 
House,  whether,  if  you  pass  the  convoy  bill,  he 
would  put  his  vessel  under  convoy.    If  we  have 
war  with  France  or  Qreat  Britain,  with  the  lat- 
ter especially,  I  verily  believe  you  will  not  get 
your  navy  manned.    The  same  thing  will  hap- 
pen as  did  in  the  Revolution.    The  seafaring 
people  would  rather  privateer.    That  is  our  old 
system,  aod  in  that  way  only  can  we  do  anything 
on  the  ocean.    Have  you  ever  heard  of  a  navy 
of  any  considerable  size,  anything  like  adequate 
to  the  protection    of  commerce,  having  been 
manned  without  impressment?    And  are  you 
willing  to  i|lter  the  Uonstitation  of  this  country 
so  as  to  ^ve  the  power  to  impress?    I  have 
another  objection  to  this  navy  sy^item,  just  as  old 
as  the  Navy  itself.    It  is,  that  whilst  it  does  not 
add  to  the  strength  of  the  nation^  it  creates  un- 
necessary patronage.    Men  who  have  nothing  to 
do  must  necessarily  attach  themselves  to  some 
Administration,  no  matter  wlut  sort  of  one,  that 
feeds  them  and  gives  them  offices.    I  would  ask 
the  stronffest  navy  man  in  the  nation  one  ques- 
tion.   The  paper  I  hold  in  my  hand  contains  a 
sum  of  expenditure  for  the  Army  and  Navy 
nearly  equal  to  the  national  debt ;  let  any  man 
answer  whether  he  would  rather  maintain  the 
present  Army  and  Navy,  or  have  the  public  debt 
paid  ?    If  the  debt  was  paid  you  would  then  be 
strong,  and  strong  indeed,     whenever  pushed 
into  war,  our  sinews  would  be  free  from  restric- 
tion or  impediment.    The  whole  resources  of  the 
country  could  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  very 
point  where  you  wanted  to  carr^  on  a  war« 
Should  we  be  affected  by  the  nefarious  conduct 
of  Great  Britain  or  France  as  we  are.  if  we  had 
no  public  debt  to  pay  ?    No,  sir,  we  should  not. 
The  strength  of  this  nation  consists  in  their  hav- 
ing the  public  debt  paid,  and  the  militia  armed ; 
and  how  much. would  it  have  taken  to  have 
armed  every  man  in  the  nation  ?    They  would 
have  presented  an  impregnable  front  to  any  na- 
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No  man  can  bare  aof  ooafldence  in  five  or  six 
frigates,  if  filled  with  the  bravest  men  that  erer 
stepped  00  board  a  ship ;  and  whatever  might  be 
thought  at  the  time  the  thing  was  established, 
that,  by  having  a  few  sbips-of-the-line  which  we 
could  throw  into  the  scale  one  way  or  other,  we 
might  give  the  superiority  to  what  Power  we 
pleased  in  Europe,  that  time  is  gone?  Wberc 
now  in  Europe  is  a  navy  but  the  British?  No- 
where. There  is  something  in  the  minds  of  men 
which  seems  to  compel  them  to  goon  when  they 
have  once  began.  As  to  the  Navy,  I  ask  gentle- 
men who  formerly  supported  it,  and  who  support 
it  now,  to  tell  me  whether  it  is  worth  a  million 
of  dollars  annually  ?  Pass  the  bill  now  on  yonr 
table  from  the  Senate  for  increasing  it,  and  it 
will  cost  between  three  and  four  millions.  I 
very  much  doubt  whether  the  whole  of  it  put  op 
at  auction  at  New  York,  Philadelphia,  or  Boston, 
would  sell  for  a  million. 

Shall  we  then,  sir,  lay  this  tax  to  support  an 
Army  and  Navy  which  I  have  endeavored  to 
show  was  useless,  and  which  in  the  present  state 
of  the  civilized  world  could  be  of  no  use  to  us? 
If  I  could  be  satisfied  that  it  was  necessary  to 
lay  a  tax  after  the  reduction  which  must  be  voted 
for  by  every  man  who  can  get  clear  of  the  intoU 
erant  spirit  of  party,  which  makes  as  stick  to- 
gether like  wax,  I  would  not  hesitate  to  vote  for 
it.  Reduce  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  let  us  be 
told  what  money  is  wanting,  and  I  will  vote  a 
loan  to  that  amount.  But  to  vote  first  to  raise 
money,  and  afterwards  to  reduce,  is  what  J  will 
not  do.  If  we  want  money,  it  ought  to  be  gotten 
in  the  way  most  convenient  to  the  people;  and 
it  would  seem  as  if.  when  we  once  lay  a  tax,  it  is 
impossible  to  set  it  off  again,  I  recollect  when 
the  two-and  a-half-per-oent.  duty  (commonly  en- 
titled the  Mediterranean  fund)  was  laid,  it  was 
stated  that  we  would  scarcely  ever  get  it -off 
again ;  and  it  has  been  kept  on  so  far  though  the 
original  cause  of  it  has  ceased.  If  we  keep  in- 
creasing the  debt  we  shall  at  last  have  to  ffo  ex- 
cising at  home ;  and  let  any  man  look  to  Europe 
for  the  blessings  of  an  excise  system.  They  are 
not  even  there  able  to  enforce  it.  Of  all  demor- 
alizing systems  it  is  the  worst.  Smuggling  is 
iMMhiog  to  it.  When  you  eome  to  excises-*to  go 
into  the  domicile  of  a  man— ^uin  any  one  say 
that  such  a  sute  of  things  is  desirable  ?  I  could 
wish  on  this  question  that  we  could  unite ;  I  have 
scarcely  heard  any  gentleman  say  but  be  is  wil- 
ling to  reduce.  Let  us  go  as  far  then  as  a  ma- 
'ority  will  go.  Further  I  know  we  cannot  go. 
did  not  expect  this  subject  would  have  come 
up  to-day ;  but  upon  this  question,  which  I  con- 
sider so  important,  I  feel  no  hesitation  to  avow 
my  mind  at  any  time.  I  shall  not  apologize  for 
Laving  detained  the  Committee  with  my  crude 
observations;  for  whatever  I  have  said  is  the 
effusion  of  my  real  sentiments. 

Mr.  Kevnedy.— Mr.  Chairman :  As  I  shall 
vote  against  filling  up  the  blank  with  five  per 
cent.,  and  as  it  is  a  subject  of  considerable  impor- 
tance, and  one  calculated  to  bear  remarkably 
hard  upon  the  State  that  I  in  part  represent,  and 
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particulariy  so  upon  thon  who  have  aonored  me 
with  a  seat  in  this  House,  I  think  it  my  doty  to 
give  the  Committee  my  reasons  for  mj  vote. 

We  are  called  apon  to  lay  an  additioiud  daty 
of  five  per  cent,  on  all  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise imported  into  the  United  Sutesnow 
subject  to  ad  valorem  duties,  and  also  a  speei&e 
duty  of  33}^  per  cent,  upon  those  now  imposed  by 
law  on  all  articles  which  at  this  time  are  liable 
to  specific  duties;  and  likewise  10  per  cent  upot 
the  duties  imposed  by  this  bill  on  ail  goods  in- 
ported  in  foreign  vessels ;  and  I  pray  you,  sir,  for 
what  reason  are  we  thus  required  to  burden  tke 
people.  I  presume  only  two  can  possibly  be 
given  for  adopting  this  mesisure.  One  for  tiic 
purpose  of  raising  revenue,  the  other  to  eacoor- 
age  the  manufacturing  interest  of  our  country, 
both  of  which  I  will  undertake  to  examine,  tod 
will  endeavor  to  prove  that  neither  of  them  are 
sufficiently  strong  and  cogent  to  influence  asf 
one  to  vote  for  the  measure. 

With  respect  to  the  necessity  of  rpiistng  noner 
by  taxation  for  the  support  of  Government,  I 
must  here  premise  that  I  very  much  regret  thtt 
both  France  and  England  by  their  orders  and 
decrees  have  basely  and  infamously  contraveoed 
and  violated,  to  the  injury  of  our  neutral  rights, 
old  and  well  established  rules  made  for  the  goT- 
ernment  of  all  civilized  and  honest  nations;  sad 
I  also  regret  that  our  Government  in  conseqneoee 
thereof  adopted  measures  which  have  drained 
our  Treasury  without  producing  any  good  elect. 

The  person  who  then  presided  over  the  desti- 
nies of  this  nation  is  one  whose  political  uleats 
and  information  are  not  excelled  by  anv  in  this 
country,  and  perhaps  by  none  in  the  worM ;  those 
talents  he  has  at  all  times,  and  on  aU  occssioos, 
exercised  in  support  of  the  civil  and  political 
liberties  of  his  fellow-citisens,  for  which  he  is 
pre-eminently  entitled  to  their  regard  and  esteem, 
and  as  one  of  them  I  am  free  to  ackoowltdge 
that  I  always  have,  and  do  now  eatertsiafor 
him,  the  greatest  reverence  and  respect. 

But  notwithstanding  these  sentiments,  I  hafe 
not  the  folly  to  suppose  him  infallible,  nor  bare 
I  the  hypocrisy  to  applaud  what  my  lodgmeDt 
condeoins;  although  I  am  satisfied  that  those 
measures  ^rew  out  of  the  hest  intention  and 
purest  motives,  yetl  never  had  confidenee  in  their 
utility  I  I  always  thought  them  too  weak  and  is* 
efficient  to  answer  the  intended  purpose,  sod  be- 
lieved them  to  operate  more  severely  and  injo- 
riously  upon  ourselves  than  upon  those  nations 
by  whom  we  were  oppressed. 

Sir,  there  appears  to  be  a  deficiency  in  the  rer- 
enue  of  the  present  year  to  the  amount  of  three 
millions  of  dollars,  to  provide  for  which,  did  I 
think  the  fund  required  could  not  be  procured 
in  another  way  more  convenient  and  less  dis* 
tressin^  to  the  people,  and  did  I  also  suppose  that 
the  duties  would  be  received  in  time  to  meet  (be 
present  demands  on  Government,  I  would  most 
cheerfully  vote  for  the  measure  under  consideisr 
tion.  But  if  the  duty  is  laid  in  the  way  eonieia- 
plated  by  the  bill ;  to  be  collected  in  the  same 
manner,  and  imder  the  regulations  as  to  the  mode 
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of  seearity  and  time  of  pa]rment,  retpeetivelyi 
as  the  daties  bcretofore  laid,  it  is  clear  that  they 
will  DOt  be  received  io  time  to  answer  the  in- 
tended purpose ;  and  in  this  opinioa  I  am  sop* 
forted  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
'reasory  of  the  7th  of  I>eeember  last,  which 
says,  page  7 : 

**'  ItMlows  that  unless  the  %ggng9Xe  of  the  expen- 
ses lor  Uie  Military  snd  NaTsl  Establishments  shonld 
be  redfieed  to  abont  thrse  millions  of  dollars,  a  loan 
will  be  necessary  to  mske  up  the  deficiency.  That 
state  ef  the  Treasuiy  had  been  antieipatod,  and  Ibr 
tbai  veasen  an  incresse  of  duties  had  been  respectfolly 
sabmitted  ia  tiie  leal  aanual  report.  Bnt  shonld  thai 
neaaare  be  now  adopted*  it  would  not  on  aooouni  of 
the  aenaa  of  credit  allowed  for  the  payment  of  duties 
sopeiaede  the  necessity  of  a  loan  far  the  sendee  of 
the  7«ar  1810,  conuasnanrate  with  the  extent  of  those 
esfcabHahinentSy  aad  with  the  ^>propriations  which 
may  be  made  for  their  support  by  Congress ;  no  pre- 
cise sum  is  suggested,  since  this  must  Tsry  according  to 
the  plans  which  may  be  adopted  in  relation  to  foreign 
nationa,  and  will  psrticulsrly  depend  on  the  decision 
of  -v^mx  or  peace. 

**  It  is  sufficient  to  state  that  if  ^e  actual  expendi- 
ture of  the  year  1810  for  all  military  and  nsTsl  pur- 
poses should  be  estimated  at  the  same  sum  which  wss 
disbursed  by  the  Tressury  for  tiiose  objects  during  the 
on  the  80th  of  September,  1809,  and  ex- 


ceeding as  shore  statsd  six  millions  of  dollars,  the  de- 
fieieucy  according  to  the  preceding  estimatee  would 
uaount  Co  three  millisns  of  dollars,  on  which  supposi^ 
tkm  it  woald  setaa  prudent,  in  order  to  provide  against 
say  defieteacy  ia  the  receipts  b^ond  what  has  been 
kted«  to  antboiiae  a  loan  of  four  millions  of  del- 
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TlMDy  air,  if  the  duties  oaanot  ba  collected  in 
ne  fo  aaewer  the  present  exigencies  of  Gorem- 
meat,  they  need  not  be  impMed  at  ail,  as  they 
will  aot  be  wmnled  ia  the  year  1811,  provided  we  f 
redoca  the  Army  and  Navy  down  to  a  Peace 
Satahlishmeot ;  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury ealevlales  opon  the  receipt  or  tea  miUioos  of 
dollais  io  the  Treasary  this  year.  If  the  same 
sum  ia  received  io  the  vear  1811,  and  all  hia  cal- 
eolationa  are  made  luaer  that  impression,  it  will 
t»e  sufficient  to  answer  all  the  pnrpoeca  of  Got* 
eromenty  aa  the  expensee  of  that  year,  exalnstTe 
of  the  interest  oa  the  contemplated  loan  of  four 
millicm  of  dollars,  according  to  his  report,  caicu* 
lated  on  the  before-mentioned  reduction,  will  not 
exeeed  09,960,000,  and  anmially  after,  the  year 
will  only  amoani  to  98,100,000;  from  which  it 
evidently  appears,  that  we  shall  only  need  during 
the  year  1811,  beyond  the  revenoe,  a  sum  aoflS- 
eient  to  discharge  the  interest  of  the  loan,  and 
within  three  years  after  that  time,  admittinff  that 
the  anaaal  revenue  does  not  exceed  ten  millions 
of  dollars,  the  difference  between  the  receipts  in 
the  Treasary  and  the  expenditures  will  be  more 
thaa  snflScient  to  discharge  the  sum  borrowed, 
together  with  the  interest  thereon. 

Sir,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  who  reoom- 
mended  these  additional  daties.  It  was  not  done 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  he  express- 
ly says,  page  8  of  the  same  report:  "  It  war 
*  ahottld  not  be  resorted  to,  tl  does  not  appear  rc» 


'  qnisite,  nnlees'CoiM^ess  should  resolve  on  a  per« 
'  manent  increase  of  the  Military  and  Naval  Es- 
'  taUishraents  in  time  of  peoce,  to  lay  at  present 
'  any  additional  duties  beyond  a  mere  contina" 
'  ance  of  the  Mediterranean  fund." 

Now,  sir,  I  think  a  majority  of  Congress  are 
not  disposed  to  declare  War.  and  as  the  Adminis- 
tration do  not  wish  it,  in  which  Isst  assertion,  so 
far  as  respects  Great  Britain,  I  am  supported  bv 
a  letter  or  the  Secretarjr  of  State  to  the  Britisa 
Minister  relative  to  hie  dismissal,  which  con- 
cludes with  these  words :  "  In  the  meantime  a 
ready  attention  will  be  given  to  any  communi- 
cations  affecting  the  interest  of  the  two  nations 
through  any  other  channel ;"  and  I  am  likewise 
further  supported  in  the  assertion  by  another  let* 
ter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  our  Minister  res* 
ident  In  London,  which,  after  instructing  him  to 
require  the  recall  of  Jackson,  thus  concludes; 
"  You  are  particularly  instructed,  at  the  same 
^  time,  in  making  those  oommuaieations,  to  do  it 
^  in  a  manner  that  wUl  leave  no  doubt  of  the  uu- 
'  diminished  desire  of  the  United  States  to  unite 
*  in  all  the  means  the  best  calculated  to  establish 
'  the  relations  of  the  two  countries  on  the  solid 
'  foundation  of  justice,  of  friendship,  and  of  mu« 
'  tual  interest.'*  Under  these  impressions  lam 
clearly  of  opinion  we  ought  immediately  to  re- 
lieve the  country  A'om  these  expensive  War  Es- 
tablishments, and  at  the  same  time  abandon  the 
present  useless  commercial  restrictive  system, 
and  adopt  others,  so  as  to  keep  up  a  protest  and 
resistance  against  the  unjust,  inequitable,  and 
abominable  orders  and  decrees  of  France  and 
England,  respeetivelv,  but  in  a  way,  however, 
that  will  not  materially  affect  t(e  interest  of  our 
eitisens  or  destrov  the  revenue ;  .with  that  view 
I  voted  for  the  bill  introduced  by  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  which  was  rejected,  and  I 
am  now  willing  to  vote  for  the  one  lately  intro- 
duced by  the  same  committee,  both  of  which  I 
understand  and  believa  to  be  Administration 
measure*. 

Let  us,  then,  agreeably  to  the  request  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  authorize  a  loan  of 
four  millions  of  dollars,  or  more  if  necessary,  in 
order  to  meet  the  expenses  of  Government  the 
present  year,  and  to  pay  the  interest  of  that  loan 
until  the  year  1812 ;  and  let  us  also  improve  the 
hint  that  he  has  so  wisely  given  us  to  reduce  the 
Army  and  Navy,  unless  we  are  determined  on 
war,  down  to  a  Peace  Establishment,  the  expense 
of  which,  according  to  the  same  report,  from  1802 
to  1807,  inclusive,  only  amounted  to  92,500.000 
annually.  By  pursuing  this  course  we  shall  save 
this  year  at  least  one  and  a  half  million  of  dol- 
lars, which,  of  coume,  will  reduce  the  deficieacv 
before  mentioned  from  three  milhons  to  one  mil- 
lion five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  will  save 
annoslly  hereafter  upwards  of  three  millions. 

But,  sir,  I  presume  there  is  but  little  occasion 
to  enter  into  any  calculations,  in  order  to  show 
that  these  additional  duties  will  not  be  wanted, 
for  if  we  either  take  off  the  existing  commercial 
restrictions  at  this  time,  or  suffer  them  to  expire 
at  the  end  of  the  session  by  their  own  limitation, 
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I  see.  DO  reason  why  our  Treasury  will  not  be 
replenished  with  specie.  I  really  believe,  if  we 
pursue  this  course,  we  shall  again  be  in  the  annu- 
al receipt  of  sixteen  millions  of  dollars,  which 
will  be  much  more  than  sufficient  to  answer  all 
the  purposes  of  Government,  and  indubitably 
will  supersede  the  necessity  of  any  additional 
duty. 

before  I  leave  this  point  I  will  beg  leave  to  re- 
mark, that  we  have  passed  in  this  Housed  bill 
to  raise  one  hundred  tnousand  militia,  the  whole 
of  which  detachment  mav  be  volunteers,  who 
when  enlisted  are  liaUe  to  be  called  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  anywhere  out  of  its 
jurisdiction  not  beyond  seai  Should  this  bill  re- 
ceive the  sanction  of  the  Senate,  these  troops 
will  be  a  good  substitute  for  a  part  of  the  stand- 
ing army,  and  furnishes  one  of  the  best  reasons 
why  it  ought  to  be  reduced. 

With  respect  to  the  reason  that  the  additional 
duties  will  encourage  our  manufactures,  let  us 
inquire  whether  it  is  sound  policy  and  consistent 
with  the  true  interest  of  the  United  States  for  us 
to  tax  the  agriculturists  and  other  consumers  for 
the  benefit  of  manufacturers. 

I  will  admit,  sir,  that  manufactories  are  really 
necessary,  but  the  question  is  shall  we  have  them 
here  by  taxing  other  classes  of  society  for  that 
purpose,  or  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic 
without  taxation.  I  have  always  been  of  the 
opinion  that  regulations  of  a  Government  which 
divert  labor  from  its  usual  and  ordinary  channel 
is  an  injury  to  individuals  and  a  manifest  loss  to 
the  nation,  and  ou^ht  never  to  be  done  without 
an  absolute  necessity  for  it;  for  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  people  in  all  countries  understand  their  own 
interest  best,  and  when  left  unshackled  by  their 
Government,  pursue  that  kind  of  business  which 
yields  to  them  the  most  clear  profit. 

In  the  United  States  they  have  a  predilection 
for,  and  pursue  agricultural  rather  than  manu- 
facturing business,  the  reason  of  which  is  obvi- 
ous. We  have  large  and  extensive  tracts  of 
waste  land,  which  requires  a  less  capital  to  par- 
chase  any  given  quantity  than  it  does  in  the  Eu- 
ropean countries,  where  there  is  such  a  vast  dis- 
proportion between  this  land  and  their  overgrown 
population.  It,  therefore,  requires  less  of  tne  an- 
nual produce  of  the  soil  to  repay  the  owner  for 
the  use  of  his  money  expended  m  the  purchase 
than  it  does  there,  and  oi  course  his  annual  prof- 
its are  greater,  which  enables  him  to  compete 
with  them  in  the  products  of  our  lands,  even  m 
their  jown  markets,  under  all  disadvantages  of 
freight,  insurance,  and  other  expenses,  and  also 
enables  him  to  give  a  higher  price  for  tabor.  His 
profits  are  greater  than  the  profits  of  manufac- 
turing employments  even  under  all  advantages 
arising  from  the  transportation  of  the  raw  mate- 
rials to  the  foreign  country,  together  with  the 
additional  expense  of  freight,  insurance,  and  a 
duty  of  from  15  to  20  per  cent,  on  the  importa- 
tion of  the  manufactured  articles,  and  this  is 
owing  altogether  to  the  high  price  of  labor  pro* 
ceeding  from  the  cause  already  mentioned. 
But,  sir,  if  this  reasoning  is  not  sound ;  if  the 


high  price  of  labor  in  the  United  States  is  re- 
ality is  no  impediment  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
manufactures,  and  it  does  not  prevent  oar  mann- 
facturers  from  entering  into  competition  with  the 
Europeans,  then  it  follows  of  course  that  thejr 
need  no  encouragement  from  Government,  and 
the  additional  duties  therefor  ought  not  to  belaid 
for  that  purpose.  I  am,  however,  firmly  persoa- 
ded  that  the  reasoning  is  perfectly  correct,  and «i 
a  strong  proof  of  it,  I  will  refer  the  Commiitee 
to  the  petitions  from  that  class  of  people  with 
which  Congress  is  overwhelmed  every  sessioDf 
[mying  for  protieeting  duties,  of  which  descrip- 
•tion  we  find  none  from  the  agricultarists. 

Sir,  I  firmly  believe  that  we  shall  never  be 
able  to  mairafacture  in  this  country  as  cheap  as 
they  do  in  Europe,  vnitl  we  are  almost  as  thickly 
settled,  and  consequently  nearly  as  miserable  as 
they  are,  which  state  of  things  I  have  no  wish  to 
see.  Why,  then,  ask  of  us  to  forego  the  adru- 
tages  which  we  have  now  over  the  nations  of 
Europe,  and  which  we  cannot  expect  always  to 
possess?  Why  by  your  regulations  turn  the 
people  from  agriculturally  the  most  profitable  em- 
ployment, to  manufacturm^purauitsL  when  it  will 
so  obviously  result  in  the  injury  ot  that  part  of 
the  community,  and  ultimately  m  the  depression 
of  the  growing  prosperity  of  our  country  ? 

If  we  can  afford  to  give  a  higher  priee  for 
labor  when  we  cultivate  the  earth  than  wbeo  we 
manufacture,  we  ought  to  continae  to  caltirate 
and  purchase  manufactured  articles  of  those  whose 
miserable  and  unenviable  situation  compels  them 
to  work  cheaper  than  we  oan  afford  to  do 
ourselves.  In  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  surely 
then  is  bad  policy  to  encourage  manufaetores  by 
taxinff  the  agriculturists  for  that  purpose;  and 
that  the  measure  under  consideration,  if  caitied) 
will  practicallv  operate  as  a  tax  upon  them,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  whatsoever,  for  erery  one  knows 
that  all  imported  articles  must  necessarily  be 
raised  five  per  cent,  to  reimburse  the  importer 
for  the  additional  duties  paid  by  him,  upon  which 
the  home  manufacturer,  according  to  custom, 
will  raise  the  priee  of  his  articles  ap  to  the  lowest 
price  the  importer  can  afibrd  to  sell  for.  It  theo 
follows,  of  course,  that  the  agriculturist  will  piy 
into  the  pocket  of  the  home  manufoctarer  fire 
per  cent,  on  ail  home  manufactured  articles  which 
ne  purchases. 

Now,  I  think  it  radically  wrong  for  a  Ooven- 
ment,  by  its  regulations,  to  tax  one  class  of  citi- 
zens for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  another,  or  to 
divert  labor  from  a  more  to  a  less  profiuUe  em- 
ployment, unless  some  great  national  beneit  aod 
advantage  is  to  be  reaped  from  it.  Will  it  make 
us  more  independent  1  I  think,  sir,  when  that 
position  is  minutely  examined,  we  shall  diseorer 
that  much  is  not  to  be  gained  by  the  measure  oo 
that  score,  for  I  am  satisfied  that  the  Enropeia 
nations,  generally,  in  the  present  state  oftbe 
world,  are  as  dependent  upon  us  as  we  are  a^ 
th«m ;  and  with  respect  to  Great  Britain.  I  thiot 
her  more  so,  and  all  of  our  restrictive  measares 
for  several  years  past  have  been  predicated  upon 
that  idea>  we  can  both  raise  the  raw  materials, 
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and  manufaetare  them  also,  when  necessity  re- 
qoires ;  she,  on  her  part,  can  manufacture,  but 
not  ^row  the  matenals  in  sufficient  quantities. 
If,  then,  the  measure  is  to  hare  any  effect,  it  will 
serre  to  make  that  nation  independent  or  us,  by 
forcing  her  to  find  a  new  market  for  her  manu- 
factures, which  will  be  able  to  supply  her  in  re- 
tarn  with  raw  materials,  from  which  I  conclude, 
OD  the  ground  of  independence,  we  should  sus- 
tain a  loss  by  the  measure.  But  indeed  it  appears 
to  me  altogether  absurd  and  farcical  to  think  of 
ever  becoming  completely  independent  of  oth^r 
nations ;  a  certain  part  of  our  produce,  which  I 
will  describe  hereafter,  must  absolutely  be  ex- 
ported for  a  market ;  if  we  take  the  produce  or 
specie  of  other  nations  in  return  for  it,  we  shall 
be  equally  as  dependent  upon  them  for  those 
things  as  if  we  took  their  manufactures. 

But  some  gentlemen  suppose  that  it  will  pre- 
vent us  from  getting  into  contest  with  the  bel- 
ligerent Powers  of  Elorope.  This  opinion  surely 
has  not  been  well  considered.  Do  they  mean  to 
cut  off  all  foreign  trade  whatever?  If  this  is 
their  intention.  I  would  ask  what  is  to  be  done 
with  the  surplus  produce  beyond  what  is  eon- 
samed  within  the  United  States  ?  Do  they  in- 
tend it  to  rot  on  our  hands  ?  What  is  to  be  done 
with  the  tobacco  ?  Are  we  to  chew,  smoke,  and 
sDuff  it  all  ourselves,  or  is  the  cultivation  of  it  to 
be  abandoned,  and  grain,  cotton,  and  other  arti- 
cles, cultivated  in  lieu  or  it  ?  I  would  ask  what 
then  is  to  be  done  with  the  surplus  of  those 
articles?  What  is  to  be  done  with  the  large 
quantity  of  timber  growing  in  our  forests,  which 
constitutes  the  chief  value  of  certain  kinds  of 
land  ?  What  is  to  be  done  with  our  naval  stores  ? 
The  whole  of  these  articles  cannot  be  used 
among  us,  we  most  find  a  market  for  them 
abroad,  or  suffier  them  to  perish  on  our  hands.  If 
they  are  to  be  exported  for  a  market,  then,  sir, 
this  object  for  which  we  are  to  encourage  manu- 
factures will  not  be  obtained  by  the  measure,  and 
tberefore  is  no  reason  for  adopting  it. 

Others'  again  think  that  we  shall  be  enabled, 
by  encouraging  manufactures,  to  supply  ourselves 
with  certain  articles  essential  to  our  well  being 
in  time  of  war,  which  could  not  be  procured  with- 
out encouragement.  In  this  opinion  there  ap- 
pears to  be  some  reason,  and  if  gentlemen  will 
point  out  what  those  articles  are,  and  demon- 
strate to  my  satisfaction  that,  without  further  as- 
sistance from  Government,  they  cannot  be  man- 
ufactured within  the  United  States,  I  would  have 
DO  objection  to  raise  the  duty  on  them ;  but  to 
raise  it  generally  on  all  articles,  or  on  any  but 
those  alluded  to,  will  be  granting  a  kind  of  mo- 
nopoly in  the  home  market  to  the  manufacturing 
interest,  manifestly  injurious  and  oppressive  to 
every  other  class  of  people,  too  unjust  and  inequi- 
table for  me  to  sanction. 

But,  it  is  said,  that  when,  by  encouragement, 
the  manufactories  get  into  operation,  they  will 
be  able  to  make  out  without  this  aid  from  Qov- 
ernment,  and  that  the  duties  may  be  taken  offl 
Sir,  I  have  no  faith  in  this  doctrine.  It  may 
^erve  to  amuse  and  deceive,  but  never  will  be  re- 


alized. Once  raise  the  duties,  and  common  ex- 
perience will  teach  you  that  it  is  almost  impossi- 
ble to  remove  them  \  and  as  a  proof  of  the  cor^ 
rectness  of  this  Sentiment,  1  will  refer  you  to 
Adam  Smith,  whose  Government  has  ^one  upon 
this  miserable  encouraging  principle,  with  which 
we  seem  to  be  at  present  so  much  enamored.  He 
says,  vol.  1,  page  361 : 

'*  To  expect,  indeed,  that  the  freedom  of  trade  should 
ever  be  entirely  restored  in  Britain, is  as  absurd  as  to  ex- 
pect that  an  Oceana  or  Utopia  should  ever  be  established 
in  it.  Not  only  the  prejudices  of  the  public,  but  what  is 
mndi  more  unconquerable,  the  private  interests  of  many 
individuals  irresistibly  oppose  it.  Were  the  officers  of 
the  Army  to  oppose  vrith  the  same  seal  and  unanimiQr 
any  reduction  in  the  number  of  forces  with  which  mas- 
ter manu&ctuiers  set  themselves  against  every  law 
that  is  likely  to  increase  the  number  of  their  rivals  in 
the  home  market ;  were  the  former  to  animate  their 
soldiers  in  the  same  manner  as  the  latter  inflame  theii 
workmen,  to  attack  with  violence  and  outrage  the  pro- 
posers of  any  such  regulation,  to  attempt  to  reduce 
the  Army  would  be  as  dangerous  as  it  has  now  become 
to  attempt  to  diminish  in  any  respect  the  monopoly 
which  our  manufacturers  have  obtained  against  us. 
This  monopoly  has  so  much  increased  the  number  of 
some  particular  tribes  of  them,  that  like  an  overgrown 
standing  army,  they  have  become  formidable  to  the 
Government,  and  upon  many  occasions  intimidate  the 
Legislature.  The  member  of  Parliament  who  sup- 
ports eveiy  proposal  for  strengtl^ening  tins  monopoly, 
IS  sure  to  acquire  not  only  the  reputation  of  under- 
standing trade,  but  great  popularity  and  influence, 
with  an  order  of  men  whose  number  and  wealth  ren- 
ders them  of  great  importance.  If  he  opposes  them, 
on  the  contrary,  and  still  more  if  he  has  authority 
enough  to  be  able  to  thwart  them,  neither  the  most 
acknowledged  probity,  nor  the  highest  rank,  nor  the 
greatest  public  services,  can  protect  him  from  the  most 
infamous  abuse  and  detraction,  from  personal  insults, 
nor  sometimes  from  real  danger,  arising  from  the  inso- 
lent outrage  of  furious  and  disappointed  monopolists.'* 

If  this  is  the  case  under  the  tyrannical  Gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain,  where  the  people,  with 
respect  to  their  liberties^  are  but  little  better  off 
than  slaves,  what  will  it  ultimatelv  come  to  in 
the  United  States  if  we  pursue  this  principle, 
where  every  man  is  a  sovereign,  and  every  part 
of  our  Government  elective?  But  I  need  not 
travel  so  far  from  home  to  prove  that  when  bur- 
dens are  once  put  upon  the  people  they  are  not 
easily  taken  on.  I  would  refer  vou  to  the  Medi- 
terranean fund,  which  was  laid  in  1803  for  the 
purpose  of  prosecuting  the  war  against  Tripoli. 
Yet  although  this  war  has  long  since  ended,  the 
duty  has  nevertheless  bieen  from  time  to  time 
continued,  and  we  are  now  again  called  upon  to 
continue  it  longer.  Sir,  make  the  attempt  when- 
ever you  will,  to  take  off  the  duties,  and  you  will 
find  your  table  overwhelmed  with  petitions  from 
this  class  of  people,  complaioinff  that  by  your 
measures  you  had  encouraged  tnem  to  embark 
their  fortunes  in  those  establishments,  and  now 
by  your  fickle  wavering  notions  of  legislation 
you  are  about  to  adopt  measures  which  inevitably 
would  terniinate  in  their  utter  ruin. 

It  is,  however,  supposed  by  some  gentlemen 
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that  the  agricultural  interests  would  sustain  no 
loss  by  additional  duties,  as  they  would  afford  an 
inducement  for  part  of  the  agriculturists  to  with- 
draw their  capital  from  those  pursuits,  and  to  in- 
Test  it  in  manufacturing  establishments,  which 
would  create  a  scarcity  of  agricultural  products 
in  the  same  market,  and  of  course  raise  the  price 
thereof  sufficiently  to  reimburse  them  ibr  the  ad- 
ditional tax.   Sir,  when  this  position  is  examined 
you  will  find  it  altogether  unsound  and  decep- 
tive.   Should  we  by  this  regulation  draw  off  part 
of  the  agrieulturisls  and  set  them  to  manufactur- 
ing, it  is  clear  that  the  remainder  would  £nd  in 
them  new  customers  for  the  purchase  of  their 
produce ;  bat  it  is  equally  clear  that  they  would 
lose  as  many  of  their  European  customers  which 
they  had  before  been  in  the  habit  of  supplying; 
for  it  ia.  really  absurd  to  suppose  that  those  who 
have  hitherto  manufaetured  for  us,  and  taken  our 
raw  materials  in  return,  will  continue  to  purchase 
those  articles  of  us  after  we  manufacture  for  our- 
selves.   Such  a  state  of  things  could  not  and 
would  not  exist ;  they  will  either  find  new  con- 
sumers for  their  manufactures  who  can  supply 
them  in  return  with  the  products  of  the  soil,  or 
they  will  emigrate  to  new  countries,  in  order  to 
cultivate  the  earth  for  themselves.    In  either 
case  the  price  of  our  produce  will  iiot  and  can- 
not be  enhanced. 

Indeed  I  really  wish  to  see  the  maoufaccnring 
interests  of  this  country  flourish,  if  they  can  do 
80  by  the  encouragement  received  from  the  duties 
laid  for  th^  purposes  of  revenue.  But  if  there  is 
no  great  national  benefit  to  result  from  a  further 
encouragement,  whv  should  I  tax  mv  constitu- 
ents, who  are  agriculturists,  for  the  exclusive  ben- 
efit of  those  of  other  gentlemen  ?  It  is  unreason- 
able and  ungenerous  to  ask  it,  and  what  I  never 
will  assent  to,  unless  there  are  better  reasons  for 
it  than  what  exist  at  this  time*  I  am«  therefore, 
decidedly  against  fillioff  up  the  blank  with  five 
per  cent.,  agreeably  to  the  motion  now  under  con- 
sideration. 

A  motion  was  made  for  the  Committee  to  rise, 
which  was  negatived,  Mr.  Johnson  having  spoken 
against  it. 

Mr.  BuRWELL  said  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
detain  the  Committee  on  this  question.  He  was 
very  glad  that  they  had  decided  not  to  rise.  It 
bad  been  properly  remarked  by  his  friend  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Johnson,)  that  there  were  many 
important  questions  to  be  decided,  and  that  with- 
in a  very  short  period  of  time,  before  Congress 
rose.  I  shall  (said  Mr.  B.)  certainly  vote  to  re- 
duce the  Army  of  the  United  States ;  and  if  the 
House  should  decide  that  it  will  not  employ  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  in  the  protection  of 
commerce,  I  shall  certainly  vote  also  to  reduce  the 
Naval  Establishment.  I  am  perfectly  convinced 
that  the  circumstances  under  which  I  voted  for 
the  increase  of  the  Army  and  Navy  have  passed 
away  ;  and  as  our  revenue  has  diminished,  I  shall 
vote  for  a  reduction  of  our  expenses. 

On  the  subject  of  raising  the  duties,  it  appears 
to  me  that  a  single  question  presents  itself,  and 


that  is,  whather  the  duties  as  proposed  to  be  aug- 
mented render  the  dafiger  of  smiuggling  so  greit 
as  to  dimiaish  instead  of  increasing  our  reveotte, 
and  defeat  the  object,  by  so  far  reducing  the  eon- 
sumption  as  to  reduce  the  aggregate  amooat  of 
revenue  ?    For  my  own  part,  in  voting  for  u 
augumentation  of  duties,  i  feel  no  heaitatioD  la 
declaring  that  I  have  not  in  view  the  eDcomage- 
metu  of  manufactures.    I  shall  vote  for  it  because 
it  appears  to  me  the  most  eligible  mode  of  increas- 
ing revenue.    It  increases  pa^onage  less;  aod  in 
fsct,  from  experience,  is  the  most  certain  aad 
cheap  mode  of  collecting  revenue  for  the  poUie 
service.    For  my  own  part  I  think  the  present 
situation  of  this  coaotry  and  Europe  are safficient 
pledges  that  manufactures  will  progress  as  far  as 
they  ought  to  do  in  the  United  States.    I  am  very 
far  from  wishing  thai  this  should  become  a  auun- 
facturing  country ;  it  will  not  benefit  the  eouotrj 
in  which  I  live ;  and  I  believe  that  if  the  Gorern- 
ment  adopts  measures  to  foster  mannfactarei, 
the  expense  will  fall  on  the  Southern  coaotry 
and  the  benefit  exclusively  on  the  Northern  coun- 
try.   At  the  same  time,  sir,  it  would  give  me 
Sleasure  to  see  mantifactured  within  the  United 
tates  all  those  articles  which  are  essentially  se- 
eessary  to  convenience  and  happiness,  and  to  see 
the  couatry  iu  that  way  to  a  certain  extent  inde- 
pendent of  any  nation  in  the  world  for  the  neeea- 
sariesoflife. 

From  the  statement  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasiiry,  as  far  as  I  could  understand  it,  it 
appears  to  me  that  if  we  succeed  in  redueisg  the 
Army  and  Navy,  there  wonld  still  be  a  deficiency 
in  the  revenue  during  the  present  year,  smonnt- 
ing  to  one  and  a  half  or  two  millions;  and  that, 
should  the  expenses  remain  aathey  are  now,  there 
will  be  a  deficiency  of  three  millions.  If  this  be 
the  fact,  and  the  deficiency  is  proposed  to  be  met 
by  a  loan,  it  is  nothing  but  fair  that  we  shoold 
at  the  same  time  provide  the  means  of  redeeming 
the  loan  at  the  expiration  of  that  year,  or  of  pay- 
ing an  amount  of  debt  equal  to  it.  If  we  go  on 
in  that  way,  so  far  as  the  operation  of  measares 
is  to  test  the  wisdom  of  those  measures,  it  is  pre- 
sentiag  the  question  fairly  nnd  in  the  most  onex- 
ceptfonable  point  of  view,  and  the  people  will  be 
prepared  to  judge  whether  or  not  our  measaret 
are  such  as  to  require  their  opposition. 

In  discussing  this  question,  we  shotild  bear  in 
mind  that  although  we  determine  to  reduce  the 
Army  and  Navy,  it  will  require  the  concurrence 
of  the  other  branch  of  the  Gk>vernment  before  a 
red  notion  can  take  pkoe.  If  the  question  be  post- 
poned, Government  will  be  placed  in  the  most 
awkward  situation  imaginable ;  because  it  will 
have  authoruted  expenses  without  providing  the 
means  to  meet  them.  It  has  been  shown  to  my 
satbfaclion  that  the  increase  of  duty  proposed  is 
not  so  great  as  to  be  detrimental  to  the  revenoe. 
Whether  the  Senate  concur  in  the  retrenchment 
or  not,  I  would  on  that  ground  vote  for  an  sa^ 
mentation  of  the  revenue ;  although,  if  the  pro- 
position to  reduce  the  Army  and  Nary  sucteeii) 
revenue  will  be  unnecessary,  because  in  that  case 
at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
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gnss  there  woold  be  money  in  the  Treasury  fit 
the  disposal  of  Qovernraent. 

I  confess,  sir,  that  it  would  give  me  pleasure  to 
see  both  qae»tions^  of  raising  revenue  and  reducing 
expenses,  decided  this  evening.  I  wish  to  know 
what  ii  the  aente  of  the  House  on  the  subject  of 
the  Army  and  Navy ;  for  nothing  can  be  more 
clear  to  the  comprebeasion  of  any  person  than 
that,  if  we  never  mean  to  use  our  Navy,  we  should 
put  an  end  to  tbe  great  expenditure  for  those  ob- 
jects. 1  fear  that  even  in  the  present  infant  sit- 
uation of  tbe  country,  we  liave  leas  control  over 
the  expenditure  of  our  public  money  than  any 
other  nation  in  the  world.  I  judge  so  from  the 
ID  variable  prosperity  of  those  who  hold  offices  in 
the  comadunity,  from  the  avidity  with  which 
their  deaths  or  resignations  are  watched  for  and 
offices  sought  after.  I  do  believe  that  there  never 
wa.^  an  Administration  more  disposed  to  act  hon- 
estly with  the  public  putae  and  correct  dilapida- 
tioDs  and  abuaes  than  thepresent ;  but,  with  all  the 
sagacity  of  our  officers  of  the  Treasury,  even  un- 
der our  very  noses  immense  sums  are  dilapidated 
and  misapiklled.  It  strikes  me  as  a  matter  of  as- 
tooislifflenty  when  I  comjtere  our  aotual  force  by 
liod  and  water,  our  means  of  defence  and  annoy- 
asce,  and  tbe  expense  of  those  meansy  with  the 
naval  and  military  establishment  of  any  other 
Government;  and,  when  I  see  the  monstrous  dis- 
proportion against  Us,  tbe  conclusion  irresistibly 
forces  itself  upon  my  mind  that  there  is  a  want 
ofecoooqay  somewhere. 

Whilst  lam  un.  I  will  beg  leave  to  say,  that 
10  fiir  from  considering  the  country  in  a  deplore* 
ble  sitnatioD,  as  my  colleague  (iMr.  Randolph) 
has  represented  it,  I  think  that  in  many  points  of 
Tjew  we  have  every  reason  to  congratulate  our- 
selves. It  is  a  singular  phenomenon  to  see  any 
oation  enjoying  peace  at  this  time.  This  exemp- 
tion from  the  general  lot  claims  the  gratitude  of 
erery  man  in  the  country.  So  far  as  I  am  con- 
ceroed  in  tbe  affiiirs  of  the  nation,  I  have  but  a 
single  object  in  view,  viz :  to  preserve  peace,  and 
my  votes  are  predicated  on  that  ground.  All  the 
derangement  of  our  financial  concerns  flows  from 
the  measures  adopted  to  save  us  from  that  gulf 
of  misery  which  has  involved  all  the  rest  of  the 
world.  I  cannot  but  believe,  notwithstanding  the 
coarse  which  we  have  taken  has  produced  a  great 
deal  of  iodivrdual  injury,  that  we  are  indebted  to 
that  course  for  a  most  material  change  in  the 
system  of  the  belligerents  towards  us.  It  is  a  fact 
which  cannot  be  disguised  that  the  most  ohiec- 
tionable  part  df  the  system  of  Oreat  Britain  (than 
^obmis^ion  to  which  national  ruin  would  not  have 
been  a  greater  evil)  is  given  up— I  mean  the  col- 
3nial  feature  of  the  orders  or  November.  1807. 
So  far  from  having  cause  to  feel  ourselves  de- 
eded, we  have  every  reason  to  triumph;  for 
Qreat  Britain  has  given  up  the  principle  which 
would  have  gone  to  the  destruction  of  our  rights 
ind  blotted  us  from  the  map  of  independent  na- 
tions. 

The  Committee  rose  and  the  House  adjourned 
without  coming  to  a  decision  on  the  question  be- 
fore them. 

11th  CoK.  2d  Sxss.— 59 


MoNOAT,  April  16» 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the'  Pub- 
lic Lands,  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rich- 
ard Tervin,  Edwin  Lewis,  Samuel  Mims,  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Salem  Meetinff-house,  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  and  Joseph  Wilson ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^'Aa  aec 
to  erect  a  light-house  at  the  entrance  of  Scituata 
harbor,  a  stone  eoiumn  on  a  spit  of  laad  at  the 
entrance  into  Boston  harbor,  and  a  beacon  oa 
Beach  Point,  near  Plymouth  harbor,  in  tbe  State 
of  Massachusetts ;  a  light  at  tbe  entrance  of 
Bayou  St.  John,  into  Lake  Pontchartrain ;  and 
two  li|^hts  on  Lake  Erie,"  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
whom  is  committed  the  bill  of  this  House,  to 
erect  a  light-house  at  the  entrance  of  Scituate 
harbor,  a  stone  column  on  a  spit  of  land  at  the 
entrance  into  Boston  harbor,  and  a  beacon  on 
Beach  Point,  near  Plymouth  harbor,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts  $  and  a  light  at  the  entrance  of 
Bayou  St.  John,  into  Lake  Pontchartrain. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committeeappointedon 
tbe  peititton  of  John  Calhoun,  {Nreseated  a  biU  for 
the  relief  of  John  Calhoun;  which. was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  T.  also  made  a  detailed  report  relating  to 
the  ccue  of  the  said  John  Calhoun. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  establishment  of  the  Quartermaster's 
Department ;"  tbey  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled 
**An  act  to  examine  into  the  title  of  tbe  batture 
in  front  of  the  suburb  St.  Mary,"  with  amend- 
ments; also,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  amend 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  establishment  of 
a  Turnpike  Company  in  the  county  of  Alexan- 
dria, in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  with  amend- 
meats ;  to  which  bill-  and  amendments  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Seaate 
agree  to  the  eooference  proposed  by  this  House 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on 
the  fourth  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  '*An  act  reffulating  the  Post  Office  Es- 
tablishment ;"  and  have  appointed  managers  aft 
the  said  conference. 

The  bill  "  fixing  tbe  compensation  of  Ministers 
and  Consuls  of  the  United  States  residing  on  the 
fiiarbary  coast,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read 
a  third  time. 

Mr.  BuRWELL  ioqulred  whether  tbe  bill  con- 
tained a  provision  making  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate  necessary  in  the  appointment  of 
Navv  agents.  i 

The  Speaker  said  there  was  no  such  provis- 
ion in  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell.  the  bill  was  re- 
committed to  a  Committee  of  tne  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Potter,  the  bill  allowiog 
drawback  on  goods  transported  by  land  from  New- 
port to  Boston  and  from  Boston  to  Newport,  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  transported  coastwise,  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
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CLAIM  OF  HBNKY  MALCOLM. . 

Mr.  FisK,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  petition  of  Henry  Malcolm,  made  a  report 
thereon;  which'  ^as  read,  and  the  resolution 
therein  contained  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  petitioner  states  that  he,  as  eolleetor  lor 
the  district  of  Hudson,  from  the  establidiment  of  the 
district,  had  been  in  the  habit  of  transmitting  large 
aams  of  money,  by  mail,  on  account  of  the  Tieasnry 
of  the  United  States,  from  Hudson  to  the  office  of  dis- 
count and  deposite  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
at  New  York,  as  he  conoeired  himself  anthorixed  to 
do  by  instructions  receired  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  his  circular  letter  to  the  collectors  of  the 
customs,  dated  14th  October,  1789 ;  and  that  on  the 
S8th  of  June,  1808,  he  put  into  the  post  office,  at  Hudson, 
enclosed  in  a  cover,  addressed  to  Jonathan  Burrell, 
Esq.,  cashier  of  the  office  of  deposite  and  discount  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  at  New  York,  $1,000 
in  bank  bills,  on  account  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  which  was  purloined  from  the  mail  or 
post  office ;  and  the  petitioner  further  states,  that  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  refuse  to  credit 
him  lor  this  sum,  and  he  prays  that  a  law  may  be  pass- 
ed directing  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  to 
give  him  credit  upon  the  books  of  the  Treasury  for  the 
•aid  sum  of  $1,060,  together  with  his  coqunissions  on 
collecting  the  same. 

From  an  examination  of  the  documeuta  accompany- 
ing the  petition,  it  appears  that  the  petitioner  cud,  at 
the  time  he  states,  enclose  $1,000,  on  account  of  the 
Treasury,  addressed  to  Jonathan  Burrell,  Esq^  cashier 
of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposite  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  at  New  York,  and  that  the  same 
were  purloined  from  the  mail  or  post  office ;  but  your 
committee,  on  recurring  to  the  instructions  of  the  col- 
lectors of  the  customs,  to  which  the  petitioner  refers, 
find  that  the  collectors,  in  transmitting  bank  notes  by 
mail,  on  account  of  the  Treasury,  are  required  to  take 
a  list  of  the  notes,  and  also  a  receipt  from  the  post- 
master, on  the  copy  of  the  list,  which  the  oolleotor  is 
directed  to  retain,  as  his  voucher,  in  case  Of  accident ; 
and  if  the  postmaster  should  refuse  a  recdpt,  then  the 
notes  sent  by  mail  from  the  collectors  ave  required  to 
be  delivered  to  the  postmaster  in  presence  of  some 
indifferent  person  of  lair  reputation,  who  is  to  be  made 
acquainted  with  the  contonta  a|id  paiticulars,  so  as  to 
be  able  afterward  to  verily  on  oath  that  audi  specific 
notes  were  sent ;  and  instead  of  the  receipt  firom  the 
postmaster,  to  give  a  certificate  on  the  copy  of  the  list 
of  the  notes  retained  by  the  collector. 

It  does  not  appear  to  your  committee  that  the^  peti- 
tioner has  comphed  with  this  material  part  of  his  in- 
structions in  transmitting  the  thousand  doUaHi,  for 
which  he  asks  a  credit  It  does  not  appear  that  he 
either  retained  a  list  of  the  notes,  or  took  receipt  of  the 
postmaster,  or  the  certificate  of  any  other  person,  in 
.conformity  with  his  instructions  from  the  Treasury 
Department 

Believing  it  essential  to  the  safe  collection  of  tiie 
revenue  that  bank  notes  transmitted  from  collectors,  by 
mail,  on  account  of  the  Treasury,  should  be  in  strict 
conformity  with  the  instructions  for  that  purpose  di- 
rected to  tiie  collectors,  inasmuch  as  the  great  object  of 
retaining  a  liat  of  the  notes  is  to  facilitate  detection  and 
prevent  payment  by  the  bank  in  case  of  robbery,  your 
committee  cannot  feel  themeeWea  warranted  to  raoom- 


raend  the  relief  prayed  for,  and  therefore  begletrete 
submit  the  following  resolution : 

RtBohedt  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ongbt 
not  to  be  granted. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  discharged  from  the  farther  codshI- 
eration  of  the  bill  to  incorporate  a  compsof  for 
making  certain  turnpike  roads  within  the  District 
of  Columbia ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  reid 
a  third  time* 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time ;  and  ontbe 
question  of  iu  passage,  Messrs.  SmiliEj  Fisk,  tod 
MoNTQOMERT,  opposed  the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Lewis 
Love,  and  McKiic.  supported  it. 

The  reasons  a^tnst  it  were,  generally,  that  tke 
charter  was  unlimited ;  that  the  tolls  were  ex- 
trava^ntly  hie h,  and  they  went  to  levy  a  con- 
tribution on  all  intercourse  between  the  city  aod 
the  ailjacent  country ;  that  the  tolls  were  gradu- 
ated according  to  the  distance  travelled  opoo  (be 
road,  which  would  be  a  source  of  perpetaal  dis- 
pute between  the  toll  gatherers  and  travellers; 
and  tbat  a  power  was  given  to  make  a  road  to- 
wards Baltimore,  which  should  exclude  the  tows 
of  Bladensborg,  which  it  was  said  would  b«  ex- 
tremely unjust. 

In  reply,  it  was  said  that  the  charter  was  limited. 
inasmuch  as  that  it  was  provided  when  the  com- 
pany derived  an  interest  to  the  amount  of  12  per 
cent,  on  their  capital,  the  road  should  become  a 
public  road ;  that  the  tolls  were  not  higher  than 
usual,  and  that  they  had  been  scrutinized  and 
fully  debated  in  the  Senate;  that  the  exclusion  of 
Bladensburg  from  the  road,  should  it  uke  place. 
was  no  argument  against  the  bill,  as  roads  were 
not  made  /or  the  bene6t  of  a  particular  spot,  bat 
for  general  accommodation. 

The  bill  was  passed,  48  to  28. 

ADDITIONAL  DUTIES, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  laying  additional  daiies. 

[To  this  committee  had  also  been  referred  the 
following  resolution :  ^Resolved,  That  the  Mili- 
Ury  -and  Naval  Establishments  of  the  Uniud 
States  ought  to  be  reduced."] 

Mr.  Tatlor  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
House  had  detei^mined  on  Saturday  to  consider 
the  subject  in  this  manner,  in  order  to  gire  tke 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Nir.  Eppes,)  who  wv 
about  to  be  absent,  an  opportunity  of  explaioia^ 
the  principle  and  object  of  the  bill  which  he  ba<i 
reported  for  laying  additional  duties — which  pro- 
cedure was  certainly,  as  had  been  said,  pattiof 
the  cart  before  the  horse.  That  motive  beiog 
now  removed,  he  hoped  the  Hou^e  would  coi- 
aider  the  subject  in  the  way  which  the^  coold 
come  at  it  uoderstandiogly.  He  moved  to  po^' 
pone  the  consideration  or  the  bill,  in  order  to  ta^ 
up  the  resolution  for  the  reduction  of  the  AnoT 
and  Navy. 

Mr.  MoNTooMBRT  said  that,  according  to  ttie 
estimate  made  by  the  Chairman  of  the  ComiD|t' 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  Saturday,  allowing  for 
a  redaction  in  the  Military  and  Naval  Estabutf* 
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meats,  it  woald  still  be  neeearary  to  pass  the  bill. 
In  roti'ng  for  the  resolution  to  redaoe  the  Army 
and  Nary,  therefore,  he  wme  not  bound  to  vote 
agiiast  the  bill.  He  could  vote  for  both  with 
the  most  perfect  propriety.  It  is  not  (said  he) 
contemplated  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  predicated 
on  the  sapport  of  the  Military  and  Kara!  Biaab- 
lishments  as  they  are.  The  bill  is  founded  on  a 
coQtempkted  redaction.  It  is  considered  a  wise 
policy  to  have  a  sum  always  in  the  Treasury  of 
one  million  of  dollars.  It  is  not  contemplated  by 
anr  one  to  pot  down  the  whole  Army  and  Navy. 
Aaditional  reTeniie  will  therefore  be  necessary. 
This  mode  of  taxing  the  people  is  the  most  eligi- 
ble. A  direct  tax  would  operate  on  all  classes  of 
the  community.  This  sum,  if  it  should  be  raised, 
will  be  paid,  not  by  the  poor,  but  by  those  best 
able  to  jny  it.  ^ 

lean  see  no  reason  why  th^  reaolution  respect* 
iag  the  Army  and  Navy  should  be  first  taken 
up.  If  you  do  mean  to  lay  additional  duties,  you 
onght  not  to  snfhr  certain  persons  to  have  prefer- 
ence orer  others.  If  this  bill  be  postponed  till 
we  prepare  a  system  for  the  reduction  of  the  Army 
and  Nary,  and  pass  the  bill,  (for  that  is  the  arga- 
ment  of  gentlemen,)  a  number  of  vessels  now  ex- 
pected will  ooaie  in  duty  free. 

Mr.  Daif  ▲  said,  if  the  expenditure  for  the  Army 
and  Navy  was  reduced,  it  was  very  clear  to  bis 
own  mind  that  it  could  not  be  necessary  to  laj 
the  whole  of  the  tax.  He  was  not  certain  that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  lay  any  tax  whatever,  upon 
ihefair  principles  of  supporting  public  credit. 

Of  all  projects  of  finance,  (said  Mr.  D.,)  that 
which  proposes,  in  case  of  a  deficiency  in  the  re^ 
ceiptsj  to  augment  the  taxes  for  one  year  so  as  to 
meet  it,  appears  to  me  the  most  oppressive  on  the 
commuoity^  aa  compared  with  the  benefits  de* 
hred  from  it  to  the  community. 

As  respects  the  duties  being  on  luxuries,  and 
leTted  on  the  opulent  part  of  the  community  oiily, 
if  gentlemen,  instead  of  indulging  in  vague  gen- 
eralities, will  examine  the  subject,  they  will  find 
them  to  be  most  oppressive.  I  admit  that  under 
the  system  of  revenue  established  orior  to  1601 
there  was  a  marked  distinction,  so  far  as  it  could 
be  drawn,  between  articles  generally  consumed 
by  the  opulent  and  those  coosbmed  by  the  labo* 
rioos  part  of  the  community.  On  the  articles 
which  were  confined  to  the  opulent  and  prodigal, 
t>ecanse  none  but  those  who  expended  large  sums 
iDQually,or  exceeded  their  income,  could  pay  for 
them,  duties  were  charged  double,  perhaps  treble 
the  average  rate  char^  on  articles  consumed 
t>y  the  ^reat  body  of  the  laborious  people.  As  to 
the  articles  charged  at  present  with  fifteen  per 
sent,  dnty,  which  duty  is  proposed  to  be  increased 
3De  third,  I  call  upon  any  gentleman  to  say  whe- 
ther any  portion  of  the  comma  fiity  is  so  poor  as 
not  to  wear  the  ordinary  articles  of  clothing,  or 
irdinary  food  and  drink.  Will  gentlemen  say 
there  is  any  part  of  the  community  to  whom 
is  denied  the  privilege  of  wearing  coarse  cotton 
ind  woollen  goods  ?  These  are  the  articles  on 
which  the  greatest  portion  of  duty  will  be  levied. 
Articles  in  geneial  consumption,  and  coarser  ar- 


ticles of  woollen,  produce  a  much  greater  sum  to 
the  Treasury  than  finer  articles.  Specified  arti- 
cles, such  as  wine  and  fdreign  imported  spirits, 
are  charged  with  a  higher  dutv,  because  they  are 
not  considered  perhaps  generally  necessarv  to  sub- 
sistence. Taking  wines,  spirit,  all  fine  cloth,  all 
fine  cotton  goods,  all  silks,  articles  of  military 
equipment^  £c.  together,  they  do  not  furnish  per-  . 
haps  one-tbird  of  uie  revenue,  because  the  great- 
est portion  of  it  is  collected  on  articles  left  after 
subtracting  these. 

Considering  that  there  are  three  millions  defi- 
cient, I  submit  it  to  every  gentleman^  whether, 
in  point  of  benefit  to  the  community,  in  point  or 
fiscal  wisdom,  it  is  not  better  to  provide  tor  it  by 
a  loan  and  an  annuity  to  extinguish  it  in  three 
years.  If  the  Military  and  Naval  Establishmento 
are  not  to  be  kept  op  to  their  present  extent,  we 
do  not  want  a  tax  dating  a  number  of  yea^.  It 
is  only  necessary  then  to  provide  for  what  is  now 
deficient  If  it  be  more  convenient  to  the  people^ 
and  more  consistent  with  the  public  service,  to 
provide  for  a  loan  and  for  extinguishing  the  debt 
created  by  it  in  three  years,  we  ought  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Troop  said  he  liked  the  matter  much  better 
than  the  manner  of  the  gentleman  last  i^.  Hera 
(said  Mr.  T.)  is  an  important  question  raised  at 
the  heel  of  the  session,  which  if  adopted  will  go 
into  operation  inetanter.  The  very  nrstefifect  of 
this  measure  is  to  put  into  the  pockets  of  a  certain  . 
class  of  the  community,  who  mav  be  marked  and 
identified,  a  per  centage  of  eighteen  or  tw(enty 
per  cent,  on  all  the  amount  of  capital  which  they 
may  have  in  their  possession.  Suppose,  sir.  thai' 
we,  instead  of  being  selected  from  various  ciassea 
of  the  people,  were  merchants.  Would  anything 
be  more  practicable  than,  under  the  pretence  of 
raising  revenue,  to  put  millions  into  our  pocketsi 
Unquestionably  not.  I  will  vote  for  raising  money 
for  the  Qovernment;  but  certainly  there  is  « 
choice  between  the  modes.  Are  the  ways  and 
means  now  proposed,  the  ways  and  means  tka 
best  calculated  for  the  purpose  ?  It  might  be  bet^ 
ter  done  by  loan.  To  either  mode,  however.  I 
would  unquestionably  prefer  the  reduction  of  the 
Army  and  Navy,  and  I  am  therefore  in  favor  of 
the  proposition  to  take  up  this  subject  first;  for  I 
am  as  well  convinced  c^the  fact  as  that  lam  now 
addressing  you,  that  the  people  will  not  consent 
to  pay  an  additional  tax  for  the  support  of  armies^ 
ana  navies  raised  to  oppose  the  injurious  acts  of 
the  belligerents  against  our  rights,  after  we  have 
abandoned  those  rights  and  dishonorably  with- 
drawn from  the  contest. 

Mr.  SouTBARo  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  act 
on  the  question  for  the  reduction  of^  the  Army 
and  Navy  with  the  knowledge  that  a  bill  had 
passed  this  House  for  raising  one  hundred  thou- 
sand men.  Until  the  Senate  acted  on  this  bill, 
he  was  entirely  ki  a  loss  to  know  how  it  could  be 
reduced.  If  the  Senate  passed  that  bill,  it  would' 
be  an  exceedingly  good  substitute  for  the  present 
Army ;  but  if  they  struck  out  that  part  of  the  bill 
respecting  volunteers,  it  would  alter  his  opinion 
very  mucn.  Mr^  S.  differed  in  opinion  with  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Taoup)  who  bad 
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Mipposed  that  the  people  would  not  pay  taxes  to 
•opport  the  Army  and  Navy.  He  thought  the 
nation  were  not  snok  so  low  hot  that  the  people 
would  subject  themselves  to  any  necessary  bur- 
den to  support  their  important  rights. 

The  bill  now  noder  consideration  (Tor  laying 
duties)  waa  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — ayes  49, 
noes  46. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  ARMY  AND  NAVY. 

The  Committee  took  up  for  consideration  the 
foilowtng  resolution,  whicn  had  been  referred  to 
them: 

«  Ruoked,  That  the  MiBtary  and  Naval  EsCridish- 
mdbX  oiig;ht  to  be  reduced." 

Mr.  MAOoif  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  so 
as  to  resolve  that  the  whole  Army  ought  to  be 
disbanded. 

Mr.^M.  said  the  whole  Army  was  in  sooh  a 
mate  that  he  believed  it  ought  to  be  disbanded. 
He  was  anxious  to  know  what  had  produced  that 
«tate.  It  is  no  secret  (said  he)  that  the  Arm? 
has,  froih  some  cause  or  other,  been  very  mucn 
mismanaged.  These  circamsianees  we  are  not 
yet  by  any  report  ioforroed  of.  The  state  of  that 
Army  is  enough  to  make  any  man  who  has  the 
smallest  love  of  country  wish  to  ^et  rid  of  it.  As 
Ikr  as  I  have  understood,  animosity  extends  itself 
through  the  whole  corps,  ft  may  be  traced  to 
many  years  standing,  and  applies  as  well  to  one 
flan  or  the  Army  as  to  another  part.  It  existed 
as  long  ajgro  as  llie  war  in  the  Northwestern  coun- 
try, and  is  growing  constantly  worse.  Suppose 
you  were  involved  in  a  war  with  one  of  the  bel« 
ligerents — cftn  you  expect  unity  of  action  where 
there  arecordial  di^like8  ?  Can  you  expect,  where 
they  hate  tbe  commandiDg  officers  as  much  as 
^  public  enemy,  that  men  can  act  with  the 
aaue  zeal  as  if  they  were  all  united  ?  It  seems  to 
me  it  cannot  be  expected.  Gkntlemen  may  re- 
serve the  privates  ir  they  think  proper.  I  do  not, 
nr,  make  this  motion  blecause  I  believe  the  offi- 
cers are  not  men  of  courage ;  but  because  this 
opinion  of  their  disunion  is  held  by  all  classes  of 
the  community.  The  attachments  of  thepresent 
corps  end  of  the  Revolutionary  army  are  as  differ- 
sat  as  can  be.  I  believe  the  violence  of  party 
spirit  since  has  not  dissolved  the  great  affection, 

Say  I  say  the  love  ?)  produced  by  the  war  of  tbe 
volution  amongst  those  engaged  in  it. 
Mr.  Nblbon  said  he  was  not  a  little  astonished 
at  the  proposition  to  reduce  all  the  military  force 
of  the  country.  He  said  he  should  be  astonished 
at  a  proposition  of  this  kind  byaoy  member  at  any 
fhne.  but  more  especially  so  now,  when  they  knew 
not  but  there  might  be  an  opportunity  to  use  these 
men  and  as  many  more.  What,  said  be,  is  the  dif- 
ference  between  our  situation  now  and  when  the 
military  force  was  raised  ?  Has  any  treaty  been 
made  with  England  and  France,  or  anything 
been  done  which  places  os  in  a  different  situa- 
tion in  relation  to  either  of  them  ?  For  anything 
We  know,  we  stand  in  the  same  situation  that  we 
did  when  we  passed  the  act  for  raising  an  addi- 
tional military  force.  I  marvel  much  indeed 
hat  gentlemen  who  voted  for  that  bill  shoeld 


now  come  forward,  and  not  only  make  a  propoa- 
tion  to  repeal  that  law,  but  to  disband  every  ma 
i  n  service !  1 1  is  un  necessary,  sir,  for  me  to  argoe 
against  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  in  its  full  extent,  becaase  do  ose 
but  himself,  I  trust,  will  he4band  to  vote  for  it. 
As  I  atn  up,  however^  and  mean  not  to  rise  sftin 
on  the  subject,  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  spok 
not  only  to  the  proposition  to  dislmad  the  whole 
army,  hot  to  show  that  it  h  impolitic  at  preseoi 
to  disband  a  single  nsan. 

Why  are  we  to  do  it?  Why,  truly,  beeaoK, 
from  unfortunate  events  and  the  conduct  of  da 
belligerents,  our  Treasury  has  become  empty. u< 
we  are  to  raise  money  in  some  way  or  othrr; 
and  we  prefer  reducing  the  Army  to  kyingaddi- 
tiooal  duties.  It  is  a  perfect  child's  |^me.  At 
one  session  we  pass  a  law  for  raising  an  armf, 
and  go  to  expense.  In  another  year,  iastesd  of 
raising  money  to  pay  the  expense  by  the  meaas 
in  our  power,  we  are  to-  disband  the  army  we 
have  been  at  so  much  pains  to  raise.  We  ilia)i 
well  deserve  the  name  of  children  instead  of  w% 
if  we  pursue  a  policy  of  this  kind.  But,  says  tke 
gentleman,  let  us  disband  the  present  army  sod 
raise  a  new  one.  I  had  ihougba  the  gentleiBU 
Was  a  friend  to  economy;  this,  sir.  is  a  left-kaad- 
ed  sort  of  economy. 

The  gentleman  says,  however,  that  there  it 
such  animosity  amouj^  the  officers,  they  oo^iit  to 
be  disbanded ;  and,  if  disbaaded,  I  suppose  we 
must  put  a  clause  in  the  bill  that  no  maa  who 
has  betore  been  an  officer  shall  again  be  appointed. 
Have  not  the  officers  now  in  the  Armv  aoqatred 
some  degree  of  knowledge  ?  Would  they  not  be 
vastly  preferable .  to  new  levies  9  Tbeie  fendi 
will  always  exist  in  your  armies  in  time  of  peace. 
It  is.  on  this  ground,  a  matter  of  no  importtnce 
of  wnat  materials  your  Army  is  eomposed-^for, 
if  they  are  not  employed  against  a  poblic  eoeny 
they  will  quarrel  with  one  another.  I  know  it 
from  experience.  The  gentleman  speaboftbe 
k>ve  which  existed  among  the  Revolutionary  wl- 
diers.  I  admit  it,  sir.  But  when  that  army  lay 
remote  from  the  enemy,  wtthonC  anything  to  do, 
those  ft^uds  were  ns  prevalent  anKmg  them  is 
among  ihe  present  anaiy.  They  mre  iosepsnUe 
from  tiie  nature  of  mihtary  life.  A  number  of 
men  placed  in  a  remote  situation,  where  there  is 
no  society,  where  there  is  no  conamon  danger 
staring  them  in  the  face,  which  will  liak  aed 
bind  them  together,  being  young  mea,  men  of 
high  spirit,  little  bickerings  pass  between  then, 
and  as  they  cannot  fight  the  enemy,  they  figl)t 
one  another.  Look  at  the  feuds  in  the  Western 
army  between  Wilkinson  and  Wayne.  Party 
was  carried  to  as  great  lengths  as  in  any  army. 
When  marched  into  the  Indian  eoumry,  on  th< 
20ih  of  Aueust,  at  the  battle  of  Miami,  they  foog^t 
together  like  two  brothers.  Raise  a  new  arnf 
to-morrow,  and  the  same  fends  wilt  exist  is  it  is 
in  the  present  army.  Tuf  n  out  the  presest  coiA' 
maoding  officer  and  put  in  another;  there wiU 
}>e  harmony  a  little  while ;  but,  if  thctw  be  lath- 
ing to  do,  it  will  soon  be  otherwise.  Thecanie 
of  the  strength  of  attnthaent  which  tf  isici 
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anoQg  the  offiecn  of  the  Revolotion  wM|  tlut 
thejr  went  tosether  to  faee  tb*  eaemy  in  tioie  of 
daoger,  aqd  ue  times  of  danger  were  freqaeot. 

I  am  against,  at  this  time,  rediiciog  the  Army 
at  all.  I  do  not  say  that  I  would  m  so  ft  few 
weeks  lieoce*  If  when  this  ?essel,  (the  John 
Adams,)  so  long  expected,  arriTes,  the  informntioQ 
she  brings  shall  he  soch  as  will  jnatify  the  Gbvern- 
meot  io  discharf^ing  the  new  troops,  I  will  go 
heart  and  hand  m  doing  it.  To  do  it  at  this 
lime  is  doing  it  prematurely,  withont  any  light 
by  which  to  act  But  on  no  oecaaion  would  I 
igree  to  the  propositions  of  the  geotlemaii  from 
North  Carolina  to  disband  the  whole  Army.  Yon 
liave  laid  out  immense  snips  of  money  in  hnild- 
log  fortificatioDs-^«nd  rather  than  raise  a  tax  to 
ioswer  the  common  purposes  of  Qovernment, 
vili  you  suffer  to  go  to  ri^in  the  works  you  have 
aised?  fiut,  say  gentlemen,  the  nulitta  are 
ideqaate  to  the  defence  of  the  country.  Granted. 
iir.  fiut  militiamen  will  not  do  u>r  forts  and 
garrisons.  They  do  not  understand  the  dnty^ 
ind  caonot  spvre  time  from  their  domestie  ocoo- 
patioof.  You  cannot  take  the  farmer  or  planter 
lod  pat  him  in  a  fort.  What  is  to  be  don^  with 
iiefrootier  ?  Are  the  Indians  again  to  he  turned 
o(Me  on  the  inhabitants?  Do  you  not  suppose, 
f  you  withdraw  your  garrisons,  that  the  scalping 
cnifewill  agaio  be  dfftwal  Certainly  it  Will, 
destroy  jour  Weatera  posts,  and  you  will  find 
hem  quickly  at  worL  But  gentlemen  may  say 
Jie  Western  people  may  go  into  forta  and  defend 
;iiem»elyes.  H*  the  lime  which  a  man  ought  to 
imploy  in  the  cnltivation  of  his  farm  was  to  he 
imployed  in  doing  duty  in  a  fort,  you  would  find 
he  country  wei y  slowly  settled.  I  would  main- 
ain  a  sufficieiu  number  of  men  for  the  WesUrn 
lad  frontier  posts,  and  that  I  would  do  at  toy 
ime.  I  care  not  for  expense ;  the  people  them- 
eires  do  not  regard  it  for  such  an  object*  It  is 
leaides  much  cheaper  than  calling  out  the  mik- 
ia.  What  ia  this  great  expense  complained  of? 
)oes  the  money  lea?e  the  country?  Is  it  sent 
icross  the  ocean?  Is  it  not  expended  among 
'ottrown  citizens?  It  ia  no  loss  at  ail,  in  my 
intimation.  The  monev  is  apent  in  your  own 
loufltry  and  eomea  baok  into  the  Treaaurr.  It 
toriches  the  people,  if  not  the  Treasury.  1  sub* 
nit  to  the  House  whether  it  be  not  proper,  be- 
we  we  determine  to  reduce  either  Army  or  Nary, 
bat  we  should  precisely  know  the  situation  in 
rhich  we  stand  in  relation  to  foreign  Powers. 
Jntii  that  be  known,,  it  is  impoasible  that  we 
an  do  anything  on  this  subject,  Unless  we  grope 
ft  utter  darkness.  I  more,  therefore,  that  the 
committee  rise,  for  the  purpose  of  lettiiig  the  sub- 
ect  Ue  on  the  uble  till  we  oan  get  a  lituefnrther 
nformation  on  iu 

Mr.  Dana  was  opposed  to  the  Committee's 
istng.  The  question  being  whether  any  part  of 
he  Axmy  should  stand,  he  paid,  detailed  infer- 
oation  was  not  necessary.  If  the  qoeatioo  was, 
rhat  part  of  the  Armjr  should  be  disbanded,  the 
e»e  would  be  rery  different.  He  said  it  was 
nowB  that  there  always  did  exist  along  the  line 
f  the  frontier  men  impressed  with  a  reresence 


te  our  superiortty  is  arms,,  and  this  impreeam 
must  be  continued  by  keeping  io  at  ma  a  body  oif 
men  whom  they  might  aee  at  times,  and  by  wnoaa 
appearance  thejr  might  be  impressed  with  a  sense 
of  our  superiority.  If  we  were  to  withdraw  the 
garrisou  from  the  mouth  of  the  Missisaippi,  we 
should  expose  thut  country  to  be  seized  at  ooce 
by  a  foreign  Power ;  and  for  an  indiriduai  to  lu- 
corer  himaelffrom  the  grasp  of  a  giant  w^onld 
not  be  a 'more  arduous  task  tnan  to.  recorer  that 
country  from  the  hands  of  an  enemy. 

Mr.  RuBA.  said  ho  did  not  br  any  means  ad- 
mire this  mode  of  getting  rid  or  the  bill  for  lay* 
ioff  additional  duties.  He  reprobated  the  idea  of 
disbanding  the  Army  at  this  time.  What,  he 
asked,  was  to  preserre  the  Western  posts  ?  What 
could  preserre  Micbillimackinac?  The  traitoKs 
who  were  willing  to  stir  up  commotion  on  oqr 
frontier  would  bare  nothing  to  oppose  them.  lie 
waa  against  this  precipitation,  and  wished  the 
subject  referred  to  a  separate  committee. 

Mr.  SmLin  hoped  the  Committee  would  nut 
rise,  bqt  would  go  through  with  the  subject. 
His  opinion  was,  that  the  Army  ought  to  be  re- 
duced to  the  Peace  Bsuiblishment.  The  argu- 
ment of  dissensions  in  the  Army  had  no  weight, 
and  had  been  well  answered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  (Mr.  NEvaoM.)  Where  there 
is  no  common  enemy  to  oppose,  a  body  of  men 
would  quarrel  with  caefa  other.  We  need  not 
r^i^  to  armies  .for  examples,  said  Mr.  S.,  for  w<e 
tee  thb  (act  fully  exemplified  in  this  House; 

Mr.  Tati^s  auied  his  object  to  be  to  authoa- 
ize  a  reduction  to  the  peace  eatablishment,  and 
to  authorize  a  selection  of  the  officers  necessary 
to  be  retained.  As  to  the  Nary,  he  wished  to 
see  the  whole  laid  up  in  ordinary,  except  suuh 
part  as  the  President  should  think  proper  to  keep 
for  despatch  ressels.  i 

Mr.  Tallmaoob  was  against  the  Committee 
n^ing.  He  was  also  aaainst  prostrating  the 
whole  nrmy.  He  wiahea  that  proposition  to  be 
negatired,  and  to  come  fairly  to  the  proposition— 
How  much  It  should  be  reduced  ? 

Mr.  JoHNUON.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  did  not  Intend 
to  expreas  a  aeotiment  upon  this  subject  when  I 
entered  the  Hooaci  this  morning;  but  the  senti- 
ments expressed  by  others  hare  made  it  my  duty. 
I  am  in  iaror  of  reducing  the  Army  and  Nary  tb 
the  lowest  peace  establishment,  and  shall  not 
hesitate  to  giro  that  rote  this  day  upon  this  priu- 
ciple-*that  Congress  has  refused  to  use  the  Army 
and  Nary  for  the  only  legitimate  purpose  for 
which  they  could  be  increased;  that  is,  in  r indi- 
cation of  our  rights,  and  in  arenging  the  insults 
of  France  and  Qreat  Britain. 

The  Army  and  Nary  are  not  in  themselreaany  re- 
sistance to  foreign  aggression,  unlessyou  use  them. 
We  commencA  a  system  of  resistance  againat 
our  foreign  enemiee  worthy  the  enuse  of  freemeir-r 
the  system  of  embargo  aad  non-intercourse;  and 
we  resolred  that  when  we  abandoned  the  eysiem 
of  commeroial  restrictions,  we  would  resort  to 
resistance  by  force.  Hence  the  necessity  of  ia- 
crea:{iag  the  Army  and  Narr:  and  under  a  ju^ 
conriction  that  the  honor  ot  the  nation  reqiiUEcd 
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JireparatioD  to  mfeec  a  state  of  war,  matay  Toted 
or  this  additional  force.  But  we  are  about  to  ai»ii- 
don  commercial  restriotioo,  and  we  have  utterly 
refused  to  use  force  for  the  purposes  of  protection, 
and  still  we  are  required  to  keep  up  the  Army 
and  Nkry.  Unless  you  use  them,  the  Army  and 
Navy,  in  time  of  peace,  are  engines  of  oppression, 
and  twyond  an  economical  peace  estaDllshment 
Ihey  are  inadmissible.  Expenses  are  inonrred 
for  no  valuable  purpose,  but  the  consequences 
are  mischievous.  We  shall  want  a  few  despatch 
vessels,  and  a  few  soldiers  to  guard  the  Indian 
frontiers  and  to  keep  in  order  the  fortifications 
on  the  seaboard ;  the  balance  is  useless,  and  in 
iact,  pernicious.  Will  the  people  of  the  United 
States  in  time  of  peace  pay  six  millions  of  dol- 
lars for  armies  and  navies  annually,  which  you 
permit  to  sleep  in  camp,  and  pass  the  idle  hours 
in  a  frigate,  wnile  the  deep  wounds  inflicted  upon 
this  once  happy  country  are  fresh  bleeding?  If 
this  Army  and  Navy  were  used  in  co-operation 
with  other  force  for  the  advantage  of  the  people, 
the  six  millions  would  be  nothing;  it  would  not 
raise  a  murmur;  at  least  not  with  those  who 
would  expend  millions  for  defence,  but  would 
not  pay  a  cent  for  tribute.  It  would  not,  there- 
fore, be  the  expense  alone  that  should  induce  me 
to  disband  the  Army  and .  dismantle  the  Navy. 
Why  did  not  the  people  complain  of  the  armies 
and  the  expenses  of  the  Revolution  t  The  object 
was  glorious!  The  attainment  was  valuable! 
Why  did  not  the  people  complain  of  the  Army 
and  the  expense  incurred  by  employing  it  agitinst 
the  Indians  after  the  Treaty  of  '83  f  Because  the 
honor,  the  safety,  the  independence  of  the  nation 
demanded  it.  Why  were  the  armies  and  navies 
under  the  Federal  Administration  unpopular? 
Because  the  people  did  not  see  the  necessity  of 
such  forces.  They  thought,  and  correctly  too, 
that  war  bad  been  provoked  with  France  (at  tbat 
time  thought  to  be  fightioff  for  indepeadence)  for 
the  purpose  of  British  alliance;  and  with  this 
parade  and  expense,  our  rights  at  home  were 
abridged,  and  the  political  institutions  of  the 
country  threatened.  Why  have  not  the  people 
complained  of  the  increase  of  the  Armv  and  Navy 
under  the  last  years  of  Mr.  Jefferson^s  Adminis- 
tration ?  Because  they  believed  one  should  have 
been  sent  to  the  Canadas,  and  the  other  to  drive 
smuggling  vessels  from  our  waters^  and  the  only 
complaint  made  is,  tbat  we  have  failed  to  use 
the  physical  force  of  the  nation  to  chastise  the 
ajgrgressions  of  other  nations.  To  our  humilia- 
tion and  everlasting  degradation,  we  have  re- 
fused to  use  the  means  tn  our  power  to  induce 
foreign  nations  to  do  us  justice.  I  will  not  make 
that  melancholy  situation  worse  by  keeping  an 
arnay  and  navy  at  the  expense  of  six  millions, 
which  must  drive  us  to  the  necessity  of  taxing 
the  people,  or  of  increasing  the  debt  ot  the  Revo- 
lution. I  want  neither/armies  or  navies  in  time 
of  peace. 

The  annals  of  human  natuie  have  not  given 
to  the  world  the  sad*  example  of  a  nation  so 
powerful,  so  free,  so  intelligent,  so  jealous  of  their 
fights,  and  at  the  same  time  so  grossly  insulted, 


so  materially  injured,  oAder  such  cxtraordiury 
forbearance.  I  have  preferred  a  stroDgiysiea 
of  commercial  restriction.  I  know  it  would  be 
efficacious  if  enforced.  But  if  this  will  not  do, 
rather  than  submit  one  moment  to  the  tyraoij 
and  oppression  of  France  and  Great  Britain,  I 
would  vote  for  a  positive  and  unequivoctl  de- 
claration of  war  against  both  Powers.  We  are 
able  to  maintain  our  independence  agsiDst  tlM 
combined  Powers  of  the  world ;  and  were  we  aot, 
the  whole  is  combined  against  us,  and  submis- 
siott  would  not  alter  our  situation.  The  people 
will  not  submit  to  be  colonized  and  give  ap  their 
independence.  This  is  their  motto:  tbef  will 
teacn  it  to  the  rising  generation,  and  it  will  r^ 
main  as  long  as  memory  itself.  War  shoald  be 
the  last  sad  resort*;  but  waf  rather  thsn  sobmis- 
sioa.  I  will  be  satisfied  with  any  meaaore  (bit 
will  hold  up  honorable  resistance  to  foreign  foei, 
but  less  1  will  not  agree  to. 

Negotiation ! '  This  is  in  our  way.  I  am  will- 
ing to  try  negotiation  until  all  are  satisfied,  if  we 
can  in  the  meantime  keep  up  a  system  of  booor- 
able  opposition  to  the  pretensions  of  the  oani 
Powers  of  Enrope«  But  I  will  not  submit  to  for- 
eign insult,  abajidon  mv  country's  rights,  a&d 
then  kopok  at  the  door  ot  negotiation  aod  huiDbly 
ask  admittance.  It  must  he  effectually  opeoed 
upon  reciprocal  dispositions,  or  I  never  woold 
intrude  upon  their  mercy.  I  expect  oothiog, 
however,  rrom  negotiation.  I  have  no  faith  la 
the  promises  of'  kings  or  emperors.  I  will  do 
longer  confide  in  the  justice  of  natioos  wbo  feel 
power  and  forget  right*  I  most  see  the  act  and 
deed  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  before  I  shall 
ever  believe  in  its  obligatory  force.  We  still 
wait  for  negotiation — we  wait  in  vaio.  I  eoi- 
sider  negotiation  as  closed.  How  long  shall  ve 
eipect  and  depend  upon  ne^tiationl  Shall  we 
be  for  ever  amused  with  this  fasoinatiog  cbarm 
until  our  chains  are  forged?  Shall  we  nerer 
awake  to  our  situation  )  We  are  prevented  from 
asserting  the  rights  of  this  nation  bv  the  peo- 
deney  of  negotiation :  I  will  wait  no  longer,  oor 
build  my  hopes  upon  such  expectations.  1  voiild 
take  measures  which  should  furnish  some  ia- 
duoement  for  negotiation,  and  then  we  shooM 
have  it ;  ^but  never,  so  long  as  we  invite  aggress- 
ion by  sabmission. 

Bonaparte  Ulks  through  his  Minister  of  the 
sacredneas  of  neutral  rights,  in  the  same  mofneot 
that  they  are  prostrat^  by  his  lawless  power. 
He  declares  that  his  decrees  will  remain  in  force 
as  long  as  the  British  orders,  or  the  same  polief 
with  those  orders.  England  has  declared  that 
her  system  wih  not  be  abandoned  as  to  the  Uoi' 
ted  States  but  upcm  certain  copditions  wbieb 
would  be  a  literal  as  well  as  practical  surrender 
of  our  independence.  This  is  our  sitastion,  aad 
every  arrival  from  Europe  brings  accounts  oi 
new  distresses  and  provocations— yet  still  we  tre 
waiting  the  news  from  Europe !  What  ^^^. 
infatuation  has  seized  upon  the  human  n)iiw| 
Expect  justice  from  those  whose  justice  is  power . 
What  inducement  have  foreign  nations  to  eeaie 
their  nefarious  aggressions  ?    Is  it  becaose  we 
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bare  receded  from  the  ground  of  resistaDce 
which  was  assumed  by  Uongress  T  Will  they 
cease  because  they  have  grown  rich  apon  the 
spoils  of  our  propercy  and  the  plander  of  our 
commerce  1  Let  us  remember  the  fable,  aqd  de- 
pend upon  ourselves.  Providenee  has  never 
withdrawn  his  guardian  care  from  the  only 
country  which  holds  out  to  the  unfortuuate  of 
ever^  climate  a  place  of  refuge  and  rest.  Let  us 
look  to  ourselves ;  let  us  unite ;  let  us  dismiss  our 
fears.  The  danger  apprehended  is  ideal — then 
.whf  tremble  and  look  dismayed?  I  fear  neither 
the  conscripts  of  Napoleon  nor  the  British  navy : 
they  may  mjnre,  but  cannot  enslave  us.  Pro- 
mises, will  do  no  longer — reparation  only  can 
atone.  We  all  agree  that  our  wrongs  cannot  be 
aggravated— all  say  ^e  have  juat  cause  of  hos- 
tility—that at  this  moment  France  and  Great 
Britain  have  decrees  in  force,  which  regulate  at 
their  pleasure  the  exportation  of  our  own  pro- 
dace— the  produce  of  our  own  sail  and  labor. 
This  being  admitted^  let  me  ask  whether  this 
nation  is  able  and  willing  to  vindicate  her  own 
honor  and  maintain  her  inherent  rifhts  against 
foreign  encroachment?  .  The  people  are  able 
and  willing — who  will  deny  it?  To  say  other- 
wise is  an  unfounded  calumny  on  the  American 
people. 

A  Republican  CbveiUment  is  the  strongest 
Government  in  the  world ;  it  is  founded  upon 
principles  indestructible  and  everlasting — princi- 
ples or  afifectioo^ virtue,  intelligence,  wisdom,  and 
self  preservation.  I  never  will  consent  to.  pur- 
chase British  or  Gallic  friendship ;  it  would  make 
them  look  upon  us  with  cantempt<~they  would 
despise  us  for  the  want  of  union  and  energy. 
And  what  need  we  expect  from  submission? 
This  will  not  satisfy  tyrants.  No.  sir !  They 
will  chastise  you  for  the  very  act  ot  8ubmi$sion. 
Do  they  press  us  for  the  sole  satisfaction  of  see- 
ing a  great  Republic  humbled  ?  They  are  actu- 
ated by  other  motives — the  motives  of  gain  and 
plunder.  But  It  is  said  we  cannot  figbt  the 
whole  world.  Then  let  us  tell  France  and 
Great  Britain  to  continue  their  spoliations  until 
they  make  a  treaty  with  each  other — or  until 
one  nation  will  agree  to  forbear  while  we  fight 
the  other;  and  when  we  have  proved  successful, 
we  must  then  invite  the  other  to  open  combat. 
Others  say  we  most  not  interfere  in  tne  European 
wars— the  two  warring  Powers  are  a  good  coun- 
terpoise. This  is  complaisance  indeed,  to  say^  to 
those  who  are  trampling  upon  us:  We  will  not 
resist  until  you  fight  it  out,  and  so  Hopn  as  you 
have  ended  the  conflict,  we  will  fi^ht  you  single- 
handed. 

1  am  not  astonished  at  any  doctrine  now-a- 
days,  or  I  should  be  at  this.  In  my  opinion,  the 
circumstance  of  our  having  to  resist  the  insults 
of  hoth  nations,  is  not  at  all  unpropitious.  I  had 
rather  be  at  war  with  both  nations  while  engaged 
with  each  other,  than  fight  either  nation  sin^ler 
handed.  But  some  are  afraid  of  a  British, 
some  of  a  French  alliance.  There  is  no  neces- 
sity for  either,  nor  would  I  ever  enter  into  auch 
alliance.    If  we  should  be  drawn  into  the  war, 


we  should  have  to  fight  for  our  own  rights,  and 
never  enter  into  any  arrangement  that  would  bind 
the  United  States  to  keep  up  the  war  one  sing^le 
moment  after  we  should  have  received  satis- 
faction. 

But  look  to  the  papers  from  England.  '  There 
is  no  danger  of  war.  We  want  nothing  but  jus- 
tice, and  were  we  to  demand  it  in  a  tone  that 
would  convince  England  war  would  be  the  re* 
suit  of  its  bein^  longer  Withheld,  we  should  re- 
ceive justice  in'  twenty-four  hours.  So^  with 
France — nothing  is  wanting  but  firmness.  We 
hear  members  say  that  we  cannot  go  to  war 
with  England.  In  Ehigland,  members  of  Parlia- 
ment say  they  cannot  maintain  a  war  with  the  - 
United  States  at  this  period.  England  and< 
France  have  generally  pressed  u^  at  the  same- 
time;  as  one  advances,  so  does  the  other,  and  as> 
we  take  firm  measures^  they  both  recede,  a»dr 
when  we  temporize  they  aidvance.  This  should 
teach  us  wisdom.  Let  it  never  be  recorded  upon 
the  journals  of  this  House  that  the  people  are 
unable  or  unwillfng  to  maintain,  at  any  hazard, 
their  character,  their  rights,  and  independence. 
The  records  may  be  stiuned  with  such  a  vote, 
but  that  will  not  make  it  true.  We  are  afraid  to 
trust  ourselves,  and  we  pretend  that  we  are 
afraid  to  trust  the  people.  My  hopes  have  rested 
and  always  will  rest  upon  the  people ;  they  con- 
stitute my  last  hope.  We  mayr  disgrace  ourselves 
by  our  acts,  but  the  people  will  rise  in  the  ma- 
jesty of  their  strength,  and  the  world  will  be  in- 
terested in  the  spectacle:  we  ourselves  should 
venerate  the  firmness  we  could  not  imitate.  A 
people  who  might  have  avoided  a  seven  years' 
bloody  war  if  they  had  consented  to  pay  a  con- 
tribution— a  tax  01  three  pence  upon  a  pound  of 
tea — there  is  not  a  trait  in  the  character  of  such 
a  people  to  make  us  despond.  Armed  with  ridi- 
cule and  the  cries  of  alarm^  the  Opposition  have 
driven  us  from  every  honorable  ground  hereto- 
fore assumed,  and  we  are  at  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion upon  the  brink  of  submission;  the  nation  i^ 
represented  as  a  sick  child  crying  after  foreign 
commerce,  unable  to  forbear  or  sufier. 

Talk  of  restrictions  on  commerce,  and  we  are 
told  that  we  cannot  make  money  enough — speak 
of  war,and  we  are  told  of  its  horrors — but  we  are 
not  told  at  the  same  time  of  the  value  of  independ- 
ence and  the  injuries  we  have  sustained :  that 
would  not  answer  the  purpose,  the  balance  would 
not  sink  in  favor  of  such  considerations.  Our 
weakness — this  is  a  theme  of  constant  declama- 
tion. Our  childhood ;  our  want  of  nerve,  men 
and  money ;  an  exhausted  Treasury,  our  gun- 
boats, torpedoes,  'and  even  our  Army  and  Navy, 
kre  all  brougiit  up  as  reasons  for  submission,  pas- 
sive obedience,  and  non-resistance.  With  union, 
we  have  everything;  we  have  citizens, and  they 
are  soldiers ;  we  have  freemen,  and.  they  have 
spirit ;  we  have  statesmen,  and  they  have  patriot- 
ism ;  we  have  officers,  and  they  have  wisdom  and 
valor;  we  have  fortifications,  arms,  and  muni- 
tions of  war ;  our  resources  are  inexhaustible,  and 
unparalleled  in  any  age  or  country.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  in  his  report  to  Congress 
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of  December  10.  180S,  in  speaking  of  the  re- 
sources of  the  revenue,  says,  that  a  revenue  de- 
> rived  solely  from  duties  on  importations,  thou^^h 
unitnpaired  by  war,  will  always  be  amply  suffi- 
-^ient  during  long  intervals  of  peace,  not  only  to 
•defray  current  expenses,  but  also  to  reimburse  the 
^debts  contracted  during  the  few  periods  of  war; 
-and  that  no  taxes,  dire(it  or  indirect,  are  tbjerefore 
xontem plated  in  the  case  of  hostilities  earned  on 
against  the  two  great  belligerent  Powers.    In  hi^ 
letter  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
upon  the  same  subject,  this  session^  he  says,  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  land  would  alone,  slowly, 
perhaps,  but  certainly,  extinguish  a  much  greater 
debt  than  the  United  States  have  it  now  in  their 
power  to  create.  With  these  two  distinct  sources 
of  revenue,  we  are  told  of  our  poverty  and  want 
of  resources.    The  -Secretarv  of  the  Treasury 
has  pointed  out  the  ways  and  means,  and  it  be- 
longs to  Us  to  use  them  with  discretion,  or  not 
use  them  at  all. 

I  will  not  go  back  for  causes  to  justify  a  system 
of  resistance.  I  would  not  go  bacK  to  past  events, 
and  I  would  leave  out  of  the  question,  if  gentle* 
men  wish  it,  the  burning  our  vessels. on  the  high 
seas — the  confiscation  of  our  property  in  port— 
the  imprisonment  of  our  citizens^-^the  murder  of 
pierce — the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake-^the  im- 
pressment of  our  seamen ;  and  stiU  I  should  find 
cause  to  justify  the  most  energetic  measures 
against  France  and  Great  Britain.  I  mean  the 
orders  and  decrees.  It  was  proven  by  a  member 
from  New  York,  who  got  his  information  from 
the  Treasury  reports,  that  the  blockading  or- 
ders of  England,  at  this  time,  would  injure  our 
trade  and  our  citizens,  to  the  amount  of  upwards 
of  $30,000,000  annually;  and  the  decrees  of 
France,  upwards  of  $18,000,000.  The  whole 
wealth  of  the  nation  is  closed  out  from  an  hon- 
orable and  profitable  market.  The  honorable 
course  is  as  evident  to  nations  as  to  individuals; 
it  is  as  important  to  the  body  politic  as  to  the 
citizen;  and  you  might  as  well  endeavor  to  con* 
vince  me  that  an  individual,  because  he  is  sur- 
rounded with  wealthy  and  in  a  house  adorned,  as 
this  hall  is,  with  crimson  curtains,  would  reel 
justified  in  having  his  character,  assailed,  and  his 
rights  attacked,  without  the  least  obligation  to 
defend  the  one  or  other,  as  to  attempt,  to  prove 
that,  as  we  are  rich  and  happy  as  a  nation,  we 
should  permit  foreign  Powers  to  treat  us  with 
indignity,  and  trample  under  foot  our  most  valu- 
able rights. 

Webave  three  courses  before  us.  To  main- 
tain our  rights,  maritime  and  territorial,  by 
force,  by  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  and  drive 
our  enemies  from  North  America — to  meet  the 
invasion  of  our  tights,  by  commercial  restric* 
lion— or  to  remain  at  home  in  Chinese  policy.  I 
would  take  either  course  rather  than  permit  the 
despotism  of  foreign  nations  to  regulate  our  com- 
merce or  our  internal  concerns.  If  we  are  dt^ 
termined  to  have  commerce  at  all  events,  I  shall 
b6  satisfied  with  an  honorable  and  rigid  system 
of  restriction  against  the  belligerents.  It  would 
be  as  powerful  as  armies  and  navies,  and  more 


'  so,  if  we  have  lore  of  country,  sufficient  toenforce 
it :  but  if  that  fails  us  I  am  for  using  the  sword 
and  the  musket,  rather  than  suflEer  our  fiag  to  be 
dishonored.. our  sovereignty  derided,  and  our  ex- 
ports regulated  by  a  foreign  despot.  The  ciii- 
zens  shall  never  seek  protection,  and  obtaia  a 
license  from  a^foreign  Gh^vernioent  to  carrf 
American  j;>roducts  to  market,  with  o»y  cooseau 
This  nation  shall  not  be  so  much  dishonored.  Be- 
fore I  would  aid  in  a  traffic  80  dtshonorable,I  would 
gass  a  law  making  it  highly  penal  to  raise  tbe 
ag  of  the  United  States  three  miles  from  oor^ 
shores.  If  we  will  have  commerce,  disgrace shail* 
not  ffo  hand  ioi  band  with  it. 

I  nave  confined  myself  to  the  injury  now  ex- 
isting :  tbe  regulation  or  exclusion  of  our  lawful 
trade  urom  market  by  tbe  decrees  of  t lie  two  bel- 
ligerents. As  to  the  past  injuries,  we  are  told 
they  are  forgotten — they  are  blotted  from  tbe 
memory,  and  we  should  not  now  resent  them ; 
on  account  of  their  antiquity  our  resenimeni  has 
cooled.  And  is  it  true  that  these  abooainbie  oat- 
rages  of  only  yesterday  are  of  such  ancient  date 
that  the  memory  of  man  runs  not  to  the  contrary  1 
I  do  not  believe  that  these  outrages  are  forgoitea 
by  tl^e  people,  nor  are  they  willing  to  pass  them 
without  atonement.  And  are  we  never  to  reseat 
injuries  unless  the  whole  nation  is  in  a  passion, 
and  boiling  over  with  indignation  ?  A  wise  na- 
tion should  never  adopt  a  measure  from  the  im- 
pulse of  passion  and  resentment  alone.  VTe 
should  exercise  refiection  and  prudence— we 
should  act  as  a  brave  and  intelligent  people— ve 
should  view  the  injury — exaeaine  its  natore  aad 
extent,  and  its  consequences  if  permitted  to  pass 
with  impunity.  If  the  consequences  of  acquies- 
cence would  be  disastrous,  we  should  then  detet- 
mine  on  a  proper  redress,  and  meet  any  daager 
without  calculation  or  dismay.  What  measures 
would  suit  this  Hpusel  Neither  navigatioa 
laws  nor  commercial  restrictions  will  do.  Drir- 
iog  Great  Britain  from  Nortb  America,  aod 
eraniiog  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  will  not 
do.  Convoying  merchant  vessels  to  legal  potts 
in  opposition  to  French  decrees  and  English  pa- 
per blockades  will  not  do.  Arm  your  merchaot- 
men?  No.  Encourage  domestic  man ufac tares 
and  internal  improvement,  open  roads  and  ca- 
nais^and  facilitate  internal  commerce?  No.  Bat 
whei^a  Berlin,  Milai^,  or  Bayonne  decree  isea- 
forced  against  us,  say:  Bonaparte  is  fightia^ 
fpr  the  liberty  of  the  seas.  When  Orders  in  Coaa- 
cil  have  blockaded  the  world  from  our  just  cooi- 
merce,  say — Great  Britain  is  fighting  for  her  ex- 
istence, and  against  French  dominion.  Wbeo 
our  vessels  are  burned,  our  property  confiscated, 
and  our  citizens  confined,  say*- we  must  not  pro- 
voke this  man.  When  oqr  seamen  are  held  in 
the  chains  of  slavery  by  the  British  impressnieots, 
to  the  amount  of  thousands,  let  us  say— they  are 
mistaken  for  British  subjects.  When  a  Pierce  u< 
killed,  say— 'his  murderer  has  been  brought  to 
triaL  When  a  national  vessel  is  attacked,  say— 
the  outrage  is  disavowed.  When  a  solemn  ar- 
rangement is  disavowed,  say — the  Minister  vio- 
lated his  instructions.    And  when  the  President 
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is  iosulted,  let  as  justify  tlie  foreign  Minister. 
The  iiistory  of  the  Freacb  and  British  aggres- 
sion, the  history  of  our  own  measures,  the  expe- 
rieoce  particularly  of  three  or  four  years  past, 
prove,  inat  we  have  oothiog  to  hope  or  fear  irom 
either  belligerent,  and  that  we  have  no  induce- 
ment left  to  make  any  sacrifices  to  procure  Brit^ 
i$h  ot  Gallic  friendship*    The  partial  non-inapor- 
tatioD— the  interdiction  of  the  British   armed 
yessels  by  proclamation — the  embargo— the  iioa- 
ioterooarse — the  dismissal  of  Jackson;  were  to 
be  causes  or  pretexts  for  war  \  and  a  declaration 
of  war  has  not  been  made.    When  defeated  in 
Spain,  England  relaxed.    When  Bonaparte  was 
repulsed  near  Vienna,  he  relented.    There  Is  no 
danger  of  war  so.  long  as  we  permit  the  plunder 
of  our  commerce,  nor  would  any  exist,  if  we  were 
resolved  upon  a  firm  vindicatiun  of  our  rights. 
This  is  evidence  that  no  sacrifice  is  necessary  on 
oar  part  to  conciliate  the  friendship  of  our  for- 
eign enemies,  or  to  avoid  war.    And  with  this 
evidence  before  us,  it  seems  to  me  that  if  the 
British  navy  could  burn  the  seaboard  from  Pass- 
amaquoddy  to  Orleans,  and  we  had  an  army  on 
the  borders  of  Canada,  expressions  of  sorrow  on 
her  part,  and  a  promise  or  satisfaction,  would  be 
sufficient  to  induce  us  to  withdraw  our  forces, 
aad  stay  the  hand  of  vengeance.    But  we  are 
waiting  for  fioropean  inteUjgence  f  Let  us  ex- 
amioe  the  feverish  state  of  the  public  mind-^let 
us  retrospect  this  chapter  of  accidents,  and  seef 
what  we  have  gained  by  it.    Nothing  but  disap- 
pointment*' 

There  is  always  one  uniform  rule  of  inquiry; 
what  news  from  Europe  1    The  Spanish  patriots, 
what  progress  are  they  making  under  the  ban- 
ners of  Ferdinand  the  Seventh?  The  British  have 
sent  an  expedition  to  Spain  in  aid  of  the  cause. 
The  combined  forces  of  Spain  and  England  are 
defeated  by  Bonaparte,  but  another  coalition  is 
forioed  on  the  Continent  against  Napoleon.    The 
Archduke  Charles  is  to  oppose  him  with  im- 
mense forces.    Good  sews!    Bonaparte  has  been 
repubed  near  Vienna — surrounded  in  an  eqemy's 
country — good  mast  come  of  this  1   But  the  next 
mail  brings  an  account  of  the  defeat  of  the  Aus- 
trians. — Sad  reverse !    Good  news  again !    The 
British  Cabinet  is  distracted — the  members  are 
quarrelling  with  each  other*— the  King  has  de- 
clared he  will  not  go  to  war  with  us  because  the 
President  dismiss^  Jackson  I    And  are  we  to 
take  up  our  time  in  such  inquiries  as  these  1   Are 
we  to  legislate  upon  the  Auctuating  events  of  Eu- 
rope ?    1  hope  not.    I  trust  we  have  done  with 
the  chapter  of  accidents.    If  we  do  not  act  more 
worthy  the  cause  intrusted  to  us,  we  shall  hear 
the  indignant  voice  of  an  injured  peofile.    They 
have  confidence  in  us^  but,  abandon  their  rights, 
and  your  influence  is  no  more.    A  system  of  tame 
acquiescence  will -soon  make  us  feel  the  leaden 
hand  of  oppression.    The  sound  of  misery  and 
the  groans  of  distress,  rather  than  the  voice  of 
joy,  will  be  heard  in  the  cottage  of  the  farmer  and 
the  shop  of  the  mechanic.    During  the  session 
we  have  often  heard  members  oppose  every  mea- 
sure of  resistance,  for  fear  war  should  be  the  re-  i 


suit,  and  advert  to  the  distresses  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. Is  the  Revolution  brought  up  to  prove  that 
we  should  submit  to  foreign  aggression  ?  Does 
it  prove  that  the  independence  achieved  by  the 

florious  struggle  is  not  worth  the  money  and 
lood  which  it  cost?  Does  it  prove  that  we 
should  now  yield  up  that  independence,  rather 
than  oppose  the  encroachments  of  France  and 
Great  Britain. 

In  this  discussion,  so  unexpected,  I  have  been 
hurried  away,  without  ioteodioff  so  much  to  im- 
pose upon  the  patience  of  the  House.  I  must, 
therefore,  in  justice  to  my  own  sense  of  duty,  and 
the  attention  which  has  been  manifested,  cease 
to  take  up  the  time  in  any  further  remarks  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  McKbe  said  he  rose  with  considerable  em- 
barrassment to  discuss  this  question  ;  but  it  was 
a  duty  which  he  owed  to  himself  as  well  as  to 
his  country  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  it.  The 
reduction  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  said  he,  has 
been  opposed  on  the  ground  that  our  difficulties 
with  the  belligerents  are  not  adjusted.  The  fact 
is  too  certain,  sir,  that  we  have  nothing  on  which 
any  act  is  to  be  predicated  as  to  an^  arrangement 
with  the  belligerents;  but  I  conceive  that,  even 
if  war  itself  was  certain,  it  would  be  perfectly 
unnecessary  to  keep  on  foot  this  establishment. 
I  do  not  want  these  men  for  the  defence  of  my 
own  life,  liberty,  and  property ;  Hook  to  the  har- 
dy sons  of  the  country  for  defence  from  a  foreign 
foe.  Would  any  gentleman  be  willing  to  submit 
the  defence  of  everything  he  holds  dearj  to  men 
who  have  loitered  out  their  days  in  camps  and  in 
the  most  luxurious  ease  and  vice  ?  What  are  the 
pursuits  of  those  composing  your  Army  ?  They 
are  occupied  with  broils  among  themselves.  Could 
you  with  such  troops  expect  to  meet  the  foe  \n 
such  a  manner  as  to  produce  a  happy  result  T 
You  could  not  expect  but  that  they  should  take 
to  their  heels  whenever  danger  assailed  them. 
They  eat  up  your  means  of  establishing  an  effi- 
cient and  efiectoal  army  whenever  dangers  may 
press,  without  promising  efficient  service  in  time 
of  need. 

It  has  been  said  that  Congress  have  not  taken 
any  efficient  measures.  True,  sir,  thev  have  not 
taken  any,  and  it  has  been  codceived  by  some, 
that  the  spirit  of  the  nation  has  not  been  met  bj 
a  correspondent  disposition  on  the  part  of  this 
House.  To  declare  war  requires  the  concurrence 
of  this  House ;  but,  sir,  whenever  you  are  to  have 
war,  jrou  will  hear  the  voice  of  ttie  people  com- 
manding it,  like  the  voice  of  Jove  when  he  bows 
the  heavens  and  rends  the  skies.  War  is  easily 
commenced  but  not  easily  ended.  Such  are  the 
fundamental  principles  of  our  Government,  that 
war  is  the  last  measure  we  should  resort  to.  If 
the  cry  of  war  was  heard  to-morrow,  would  you 
rely  on  the  present  army  for  carrying  it  on  f  1 
presume  you  would  not.  If  you  did,  what  would 
you  depend  upon  ?  A  set  of  men  collected  from 
where  i  From  the  very  dregs  of  societv.  On 
officers  who  have  trifled  out  their  days  in  luxury, 
ease,  and  extravagance.  I  will  not  myself  rest 
ray  rights  as  a  citizen  on  any  such  a  tenure. 
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And  I  say  again,  sir,  and  I  hope  the  idea  will  be 
considered  by  the  House,  that  whenever  the  na- 
tion goes  to  war,  whenever  dangers  press,  I  look 
not  to  those  who  are  hired  for  nve  or  six  dollars 
a  month  for  our  effective  force.  In  what,  sir^  does 
the  strength  of  this  nation  consist?  In  standing 
armies  or  fleets  ?  No,  sir ;  but  in  the  affection  of 
the  people  to  the  Crovernment.  They  think  and 
jadj^e  for  themselves ;  and  whenever  war  appears 
indispensably  necessary,  you  may  ask  your  citi- 
zens to  turn  out  and  they  will  do  so.  They  will 
Tally  around  the  standard  of  the  country,  and 
present  an  united  front  to  any  foe. 

I  am  glad  also  that  the  resolution  contemplates 
the  reduction  of  the  Navv ;  for  I  never  could  for 
myself  diwover  what  advantage  ever  was  de- 
rived from  the  Naval  Establishment,  or  could  in 
prospect  be  expected  from  it.  Is  it  in  prospect 
to  erect  a  naval  force  to  cope  with  that  of  Great 
Britain  on  the  ocean  ?  The  idea  is  chimerical. 
Why  shall  w^  spend  millions  a  year  to  answer 
DO  valuable  purpose?  If  it  be  unavoidably  ne- 
cessary for  us  to  becoipe  a  naval  Power,  let  us  be- 
gin at  once,  and  build  fifty  or  si^ty  frigates  or 
ships-of-the-lioe.  But  I  presume  it  is  not  the  in- 
tention of  Congress  or^tbe  nation  tq  spend  on 
such  a  project  sums  of  money  beyond  their  reach ; 
and  even  if  it  were,  I  would  ask  what  good  can 
be  derived  from  a  navy,  even  if  we  were  capable 
of  coping  with  that  of  Qreat  Britain  ?  What 
has  reduced  a  great  portion  of  the  British  nation 
to  a  state  of  misery  unequalled?  Her  navy. 
What  has  kept  the  British  nation  perpetually  at 
warforhalf  a  century  past?  Herniivv.  A  navy 
is  an  instrument  always  ready  fo"  «ct{on;  and 
had  we  a  navy  nearly  equal  to  tha'. '»(  Great  Brit- 
Eau^  #^e,  like  her,  should  always  be  at  war,  because 
men  all  have  the  same  dispositions,  aod  will  act  in 
the  same  way  in  similar  circumstances.  What 
enabled  Great  Britain  to  carry  on  war  against  the 
United  States  when  she  sought  to  humble  us? 
Her  navy.  What  has  enabled  her  to  keep  Eu- 
ropean trade  in  bondage  for  years  past?  Her 
navy.  What  enabled  her  to  commit  enormities 
in  Hindostan,  the  bare  relation  of  which  would 
add  a  gloom  to  the  regions  of  the  dead  ?  Her 
navy.  Sir,  such  an  instrument  I  do  not  want  to 
possess.  Seeing  that  no  good  can  arise  from  an 
establishment  of  this  kind,  I  would  cheerfully 
vote  for  its  reduction  as  low  as  I  can. 

Mr.  Rhea  was  totally  opposed  to  the  whole  of 
the  resolution.  He  said  he  was  not  about  to  at- 
tempt to  do  away  what  had  been  said  in  relation 
to  disputes  in  the  Army.  They  had  no  relation 
whatever  to  the  subject  before  the  House.  If  the 
officers  did  their  duty  as  far  as  commanded,  he 
said  it  was  all  the  United  States  could  ask  from 
them.  To  be  sure,  said  he,  the  whole  number 
we  have  got  is  too  small  for  a  War  Establishment, 
and  indeed  may  be  too  few  for  a  Peace  Estab- 
lishment :  but  tbey  are  equal,  take  them  together, 
to  the  same  number  of  any  troops  in  the  world. 
I  will  observe  to  those  who  are  so  anxious  to 
adopt  this  resolution,  that  we  have  our  neutrality 
to  support.  That  we  might  appear  as  formidable 
at  may  be  to  those  in  opposition  to  us,  we  ought 


not  by  passing  this  resolution  to  strip  ourselres 
bare  of  military  force.  What  would  geatlemen 
have?  Do  they  desire  that  the  whole  nation 
should  be  naked  of  defence  through  their  whim 
and  caprice?  I  am  not  for  relinquishing  toy 
principle  we  can  support.  So  long  as  we  can 
support  our  neutrality,  so  long  shall  we  be  re- 
spected by  the  nations  of  Europe.  I  deny  thit 
we  have  yet  relinquished  a  single  principle  of 
right.  The  belligerents  have  harassed  our  trade; 
but  have  we  relinquished  anything  to  them  ?  We 
have  not.  A  navy  at  this  time  is  necessary  to 
keep  marauders  off  our  coast.  If  we  had  such 
vessels  in  our  waters  before  the  murder  of  Pierce, 
that  probably  would  not  have  taken  place,  if 
gentlemen  are  not  willing  that  our  coasts  nd 
waters  should  be  liable  to  the  molestation  of  every 
little  picaroon,  tliey  will  Vote  for  the  reductioD 
of  the  Navy. 

My  objectfon  to  expenses  is  as  ^leat  as  that  of 
any  man,  but  I  cannot  on  that  score  agree  to  this 
resolution.  I  feel  a  reliance  on  the  militia*,  hot, 
sir,  suppose  the  Indians  come  to  MichiliimackiDae 
or  the  posts  in  Ohio — are  you  to  repel  them  by  the 
militia?  I  am  not  for  disturbing  those  people 
from  their  useful  occupations.  Let  us  not,  for 
fear  of  expense,  do  a  thing  which  we  might  re- 
pent at  a  future  day.  It  appears  to  me  as  if  mo- 
ney was  the  order  of  the  day.  'We  most  bare 
commerce  to  get  money ;  we  must  dislaod  the 
Army  and  Navy  to  save  money.  It  seems  to  be 
considered  the  tummum  bonum.  As  lam  not 
of  that  opinion,  I  hope  the  resolution  will  not 
pass. 

Mr  McKiJf  said  that  all  the  proofs  be  had  here- 
tofore received  of  the  sincerity  of  the  geniiemaD 
(Mr.  Macon)  wno  had  made  this  motion,  coald 
not  make  hiui  believe  that  he  was  serioos  in  pro* 
posing  tt«  disband  the  whole  of  the  present  little 
Army.  Wheii  all  Europe  is  in  arms,  said  he, 
when  our  rights  are  wantonly  trampled  on,  itap* 
pears  to  me  the  most  extraordinary  proposition 
ever  made  to  a  deliberative  body.  The  expense  has 
been  dwelt  on;  but  that  will  not  terrify  me  into 
an  acquiescence  in  the  proposition.  Your  Army 
is  in  the  United  States.  Where  does  your  mo- 
ney come  from  7  It  is  collected  from  the  people 
of  the  United  States.  Where  is  it  spent,  if  ap- 
proprrated  to  the  support  of  the  Army  ?  In  tbe 
United  States.  It  returns  to  the  people  who  paid 
it.  I  have  no  idea  of  a  little  expense  indnciog 
this  House  to  demolish  its  means  of  defence.  Ta 
have  been  perfectly  consistent,  the  resolotioa 
should  have  comprenended  the  demolition  of  oor 
forts,  the  sale  of  the  cannon,  dbc.  Our  Army  i$ 
very  little  more  than  sufficient  to  take  care  of 
them.  At  any  time  when  we  can  see  the  natioos 
of  Europe  return  to  order,  the  spirit  of  wartsd 
depredation  asleep,  and  those  evils  which  threttea 
the  very  dissolution  of  civil  society  corrected,  it 
will  be  time  enough  to  reduce  our  military  lod 
naval  force.  At  present  I  hope  we  shall  neitber 
disband  or  reduce  the  Army. 

Mr.  Dana  said  that  although  the  officers  be- 
longing to  the  additional  military  force  were  ao- 
derstood  to  have  been  appointed  m  some  measure 
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from  s  giren  political  party  in  the  country,  from 
penons  eonsiacred  as  belonging  to  a  certain  po- 
litical sect,  and  that  persona  of  a  different  de- 
scription were  put  by,  as  not  worthy  of  the  honor 
of  beiog  iatrusted  with  the  pobiic  defence ;  still 
be  did  not  feel  so  strongly  for  the  smallnesa  of 
that  tfSDsaction  as  that  he  would  be  willing  to 
set  down  the  officers  so  appointed  as  unworthy 
the  offices  they  held.  He  said  he  was  not  willing 
to  soppose  (hat  there  could  be  any  large  portion 
of  tiie  Armv,  of  whatever  political  compiezion 
its  officers  shonld  be  selected,  that  could  not  bo 
trusted  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  country  cTen 
io  point  of  nf ilitary  spirit.  We  ought  not,  there- 
fore, said  he,  to  reproach  our  Army  with  wallow- 
iog  io  luzary,  and  as  enervated  by  indulgence, 
nor  to  say  that  we  feel  a  distrust  in  the  officers 
or  troops,  or  that  we  deem  them  deficient  in  dis- 
cipline or  prudence. 

Hiring  made  these  observations  in  relation  to 

the  Army— and  I  certainlj[  think  that  none  of  the  ^ 

officers  from  the  State  which  I  represent  received 

their  recommendation  from  the  Representatives 

of  that  State,  not  even  from  ray  colleague  (Mr. 

Tallmaoge)  under  whose  suggestions  many  al^ 

teratioos  in  the  law  for  raising  the  Army  were 

made;  and  certainly,  sir,  whoever  was  Secretary 

of  War,  he  could  not  have  claimed  precedence 

of  my  colleague  for  the  actual  knowledge  or  ac- 

inal  skill— yet  still  in  resp^i  to  this  army  it  is 

Qoderstood  that  the  delegations  from  all  the  Sutes 

in  the  Union  were  consolted  but  Connecticut  and 

Delaware;  Delaware  I  believe  was  considered 

nnder  the  guardianship  of  Maryland ;  Coonecti- 

cot  was  10  find  whom  she  could — although  this 

coarse  of  proceeding  was  pursued,  1  am  not  for 

reproaching  the  officers  appointed,  as  military 

men,  till  some  palpable  cause  shall  be  found ;  for 

1  consider  the  solaier's  sense  of  honor  one  of  the 

hest  traits  of  hit  character ;  and  if  that  be  dis- 

rmrded,  we  are  i»ot  to  expect  our  officers  and 

soldiers  to  distinguish  themselves  by  correctness 

of  conduct  or  attention  to  the  duties  of  their 

station. 

1  have  to  observe,  sir,  a's  to  the  course  of  pro- 
cedure io  the  relinquishment  of  any  of  the  past 
mea.^ares,  that  to  all  gentlemen  who  consider  this 
system  of  restrictive  energy  as  the  sole  mode  of 
maiotaining  our  rights,  and  as  an  essential  prin-. 
eiple  of  independence,  and  are  now  giving  it  up. 
it  most  be  a  subject  of  much  difficulty ;  and  gen- 
tlemen who  consider  this  resistance  as  a  pledge 
of  national  independence  and  a  guarantee  of  na* 
tional  honor,  must  view  it  with  horror.  I  respect 
the  sentiment  which  detests  the  surrender  of  that 
honor  of  which  we  are  the  guardians,  especially 
in  this  Hall,  which  should  be  as  the  Temple  of 
Freedom.  But  let  gentlemen'  themselves  take 
care  of  that  afialr.  1  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
I  never  considered  it  a  mode  of  defending  our 
ri^ bis.  I  never  expected  it  to  produce  that  effect. 
I  might  have  respected  the  zeal  of  gentlemen,  but, 
as  10  the  operation  of  the  system,  I  had  no  confi- 
dence in  it.  ^  I  do  not  think  it  was  proper  to  at- 
tempt to  mamtain  our  independence  by  adopting 
the  old  coiooial  system  or  non^ezportation  and 


non-consumption.  If,  to  be  sure,  we  were  now 
colonies  of  another  Power,  and  had  provincial 
agents  at  the  British  Court,  to  implore  His  Ma- 
jesty to  look  upon  our  sufferings  and  graciously 
to  relieve  us  from  the  burdens  he  and  his  Parlia- 
liament  had  put  upon  us,  all  this  svstem  would 
be  proper.  But,  sir,  till  we  agree  that  our  Min- 
isters Plenipotentiary  are  but  the  ageots  of  the 
colonies  of  the  British  Empire^  as  a  system  of 
opposition  to  one  or  the  other  belligerent,  it  is  a  sys- 
tem radically  wrong.  In  the  nature  of  the  thing, 
you  are  doomed  to  fail  in  the  contest  of  com- 
mercial restriction.  The  nature  of  things  is,  that 
the  contest  is  so  unequal  that  no  human  virtue 
can  enable  you  to  triumph.  Whilst  those  against 
whom  you  act  suffer  a  loss  of  a  fourth  of  their 
revenue,  you  suffer  a  loss  of  one-half  or  three- 
fourths  of  your  revenue.  The  reaction  on  you 
is  geater  than  the  action  on  your  opponent.  Yon 
are  doomed  to  fail  precisely  for  the  same  reason 
that  any  line  of  troops  passively  exposed  to  a  fire 
most  suffer  more  than  those  actively  engaged. 
Pasaive  endurance  is'  more  painful  than  action. 
To  endure  with  patience  is  the  severest  test  of 
firmness.  This  system,  sir,  has  nothing  in  it  con- 
formable with,  my  ideas  of  maintaining  the  honor, 
independence,  and  rights  ol  the  country.  If  gen- 
tlemen have  found  tl^at  the  system  has  failed, 
they,  have  tbe  felicity,  which- every  man  may  hope 
for,  of  learning  wisdom  by  experience  in  the  result 
of  his  own  error.  If  they  think  the  system  has 
now  failed  and  ought  to  be  abandoned,  they  have 
a  consolation,  that  under  the  difficulty  of  persever- 
ing, under  the  ^reat  loss  of  public  money,  and  the 
great  public  dissatisfaction,  they  have  shown  a 
determination  to  hold  on  in  the  course  they  had 
commenced.  They  would  be  singularly  unfor- 
tunate if  they  bad  not  now  the  benefit  of  correct- 
ing their  own  errors. 

Dismissing  this  subject,  however.  I  come  to 
the  question,  whether  we  should  have  any  reg- 
ular troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
I  am  for  having  some,  because  I  consider  a  cer- 
tain force  as  necessary  to  economy;  as  necessary 
to  the  con?enience  of  our  people,  as  necessary  to 
the  saving  of  public  property.  To  call  out  the 
militia  to  serve  in  garrisons  might  be  extremely 
vexatious  to  the  citizens.  While  one  detachment 
would  be  marching  to  the  fort,  and  one  from  it, 
they  would  be  additionally  expensive  to  the  Uni- 
ted States.  On  an  average,  they  would  cost  a 
third  more  and  do  much  less  than  the  same  num- 
ber of  regular  troops.  Another  difficulty  in  call- 
ing out  the  militia  for  this  purpose  would  be,  that 
the  perpetual  change  of  troops,  and  more  espe- 
cially as  they  are  of  a  description  which  have 
not  that  close  observation  and  attention  to  com- 
mand essential  to  the  policy  of  an  army,  would 
prevent  a  proper  care  being  taken  of  the  public 
stores.  Under  such  a  system  we  should  spoil  one 
very  good  cultivator  of  the  soil  to  make  one  very 
bad  soldier ;  it  would  cost  more  money  and  expose, 
to  considerable  waste  the  public  stores.  I  am 
therefore  against  disbanding  the  whole  Army  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Dawso.x  expiressed  his  hope  that  gentlemen 
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would  curtail  thfi  de^te  and  permit  a  queatioo 
to  be  takeu. 

Mr.  Macon  again  spoke  in  favor  of  diabandiag 
the  Army. 

The  partial  redoctioo  of  the  Army  was  advo- 
cated by  Messrs.  Tallmadqb  aod  Root,  and  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Holland,  aad  Botd. 

Oo  tnoiioQ  of  Mr.  Root,  the  resolution  was 
amended,  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

''  JU^obed,  That  the  Blilitary  EsUblithment  of  the 
United  States  ought  to  be  reduced ;  and  that  the  Naval 
Establishnieiit  ought  te  be  r^uced.'\ 

Mr.  Root  then-  called  for  a  division  ot  the 
question. 

And. the  question  .being  taken  on  so  mueh  as 
idiates  to  the  Military  Establishment,  was  carried, 
ayes  77 — present  about  100  members. 

And  the  question  was  taken  on  the  remaining 
|)art  relative  to  the  Naval  Establishment,  and  car- 
ried, ayes  63.  ^ 

The  question  on  the  whole  resolotion  was  then 
taken  and  carried. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress  oa 
the  duty  bill,  obtained  leave,  to  sit  again  on  it,  and 
reported  their  agreement  to  the  resolution. 

The  House  agreed  now  to  consider  the  report 
of  the  committee,  but,  before  taking  a  question  an 
it,  Adjourned. 

■    II 

Tuesday,  April  17.    - 

The  HoQse  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act 
CO  amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Turnpike  Company  in  the  county 
of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia;"  and 
the  same  being  twice  read,  were  concurred  in  by 
|he  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BuawfiLLt  wk^  observed 
^at  the  amendment  he  had  wished  to  propose 
to  the  bill  would  be  more  appropriately  added  to 
another  bill,  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  were 
discharged  rrom'  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  fixing  the  compensation  of  public  Ministers, 
d^c,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  laid  before  the  House,  transmitting  a  partic- 
ular statement  of  the  receipts,  expenditures,  loans, 
dbc,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Govern* 
ment,  made  out  in  conformity  to  a  resolution  of 
the  House,  passed  a  few  days  ago,  on  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  Randolph. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  establishment 
of  a  quartermaster's  department,  was  twice  read, 
and  committed. 

The  bill  to  allow  the  benefit  of  drawback  to 
goods  transported  by  land  from  Boston  to  New- 
port and  from  Newport  to  Boston,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  transported  coastwise,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  took  up,  for  consideration,  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to  examine 
into  the  title  to  the  batture. 

The  first  amendment  requires  the  Commission- 
ers appointed  to  collect  testimony  for  that  pur* 
po^e  to  go  to  New  Orleans. 


This  amepdoient  was  aegaiJTed,  Mr.  Gbolsoi 
opposing  and  Mr.  Lton  supporting  it-^-^yes  17. 

The  second  amendment  ^roes  to  strike  ooi  the 
clause  requiring  the  Commissioners^  appointed  to 
collect  testimony,  to  report  to  Congress  their 
opinion  thereon,  and  to  insert  the  following:  "to- 
gether with  th0  law,  usage,  edicts,  or  cnstoni, 
upon  which  the  said  title  may  d^>end,  and  whtek 
they  shall  also  collate  and  arrange.'' 

Mr.  PoivoEXTfia  opposed  and  Mr.  Ltoh  sop- 
ported  the  amendment ;  which  was  negatived— 
57  to  40* 

ADJOURNMEKT. 

Mr.  SMiLiBsaid  that  in  reviewing  the  basioes 
before  the  House,  he  thought  it  was  impossible  to 
adjourn  on  the  23d  instant,  as  they  had  agreed  to 
do.    He  therefore  moved  to  rescind  that  vote 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  motion,  50 
to  23. 

Mr»  Elt  opposed  the  motion,  as  premature,  and 
irregular,  ina;imuch  as  it  appeared  to  him  to  be 
proper  that  the  proposition  to  rescind  should  come 
from  the  House  which  had  last  agreed  to  the  res^ 
olution,  as  it  was  to  be  supposed  that  the  Hoaie 
would  fully  have  investigated  it.  The  Senate, 
besides,  Mr.  E.  said,  was  the  body  most  likelf  to 
be  possessed  of  facts  or  evidence  which  would 
render  it  proper  to  protract  the  session* 

Mr.  Smilib  said .  he  would  move  that  the  reio- 
lution  should  lie  on  the  table  but  thai  he  had  oa- 
derstood  th^  rules  of  the  Senate  required  tiu-ee 
days  for  the  passage  of  such  a  resolotion;  aod,  if 
not  passed  today,  it  mtgl\t  not  be  in  time  for  the 
Senate  to  act  on  it  before  the  day  fixed  foe  ad- 
journment. 

Mr.  LivsRMORB  was  of  opinion  that  the  re«o* 
lution  should  originate  with  the  Senate.  Uoim 
something  was  offered  from  the  Executive  whick 
should  render  it  necessary  to  protract  the  sessioa, 
h^  was  against  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Qholson  movied  to  amend  the  motion,  bj 
adding  thereto  a  resolution  to  a^jutun  on  the  1st 
of  May. 

Mr.  PiTxiN  said  if  the  question  was  uken  dow, 
he  should  vote  against  it.  If  the  President  bad 
received  information  to  make  it  necessary  fat 
Congress  to  contii^e  longer  together,  he  trusted 
he  would  give  it.  If  any  such  information  wi^ 
in  his  possession,  it  was  his  dt^ty  to  commonicaic 
it  to  the  House.  The  President  knew  that  Coo- 
gress  had  determined  to  adjourn  on  the  23d.  If 
he  wished  them  to  continue  longer,  Mr.  P.  said 
he  trusted  that  he  would  give  them  that  informa- 
tion. Till  that  information  was  received,  be 
could  not  agree  to  rescind  the  i^ote  for  adjooia- 
ment. 

Mr.  Nxlson  said  his  ideas  accorded  nearly 
with  those  of  the  gentleman  last  up.  Not  bciof 
prepared  now  to  act  on  the  resolution,  he  mored 
that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FiSK  hoped  the  resolution,  would  not  lie  00 
the  table,  nor  be  amended  as  proposed,  and  cited 
the  various  imporuint  .concerns  1^0 w  dependio| 
before  Congress  as  90  many  arguments  in  favor 
of  the  motion,  particularly  the  renewal  oi  tho 
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ebtrter  of  th«  Btfnk  of  the  United  States.  If  this 
snbjeet  was  not  acted  oo,  the  President  might  be 
compelled  on  account  of  h  to  convene  Congress 
jo  an  extra  session. 

Mr.  CtomoT  opposed  the  resolution .  If  Con- 
gress  were  now  to  protract  the  session,  in  what  sit- 
uation would  they  place  the  merchant,  who  had 
calculated  with  certainly  on  the  adjournment  of 
CoD^ress  on  the  23d,  and  consequently  on  the 
expiration  of  the  non-iutercoarse  lawat  that  time? 
Was  the  House  going  thus  to  hang  them  in  sus- 
pense? If  the  resolution  was  adopted,  a  bill  for 
tiie  immediate  repeal  of  the  aon^tatercoane  muat 
be  sioMikaneoQaly  passed. 

Messrs.  Gk>LO  and  XJpBaii  afoo  ofpjkiaed  the 
resolution,  and  Mr.  Macon  supported  it. 

tlie  motion  to  lay  it  on  the  table  w^b  ^rried, 
51  to  45. 

VAZOO  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  RaNnoLPH  said  that,  during  the  present 
session,  a  ntemorial  had  been  presented  to  the 
House  on  behalfof  the  New  England  MfssissiDpi 
Land  Company,  embracing  what  was  generally 
koovD  by  the  appellation  of  the  Yazoo  claim, 
which  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims.  From  that  Committee  he  had  been  in 
expectation  of  a  report  for  some  weeks  past.  He 
said  he  waiB  informed  hy  the  chairman  of  that 
committee  that  they  haq  been  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  that  memorial,  And 
that  it  was  noW  on  the  table  of  the  House.  Mr. 
R.  expressed  his  regret  at  the  course  this  busi- 
ness bad  taken.  He  said,  he  did  not  wish  that 
aoy thing  should  be  done,  directly  or  indirectly. 
b]r  any  act  of  commission  or  onnsuon,  thatsfaoulci 
gire  aoy,  the  slightest  degree  of  eountenance  to 
that  claim.  The  House  must  be  apprized,  that  a 
judicial  decision,  of  no  small  importance,  had, 
daring^  the  present .  session  of  Congress,  taken 
place  m  relation  to  that  subject.  Now  he  feared 
that  an  abandoirment  on  the  part  of  the  House  of 
an  examination  of  that  question,  particularly  at 
the  time  when  it  was  abandoned,  would  wear  the 
appearance  abroad  of  acquiescence  in  that  judi- 
cial decision  on  their  part.  If  it  Was  any  ordi- 
nary claim,  I  shooM  hare  no  apprehension ;  but 
I  hare  been  acqilainted  with  this  claim  from  the 
time  of  its  introduction  into  thfs  House,  and 
surely  nerer  has  a  claim  been  pressed  upon  the 
public  with  such  pertinacity,  with  such  art,  with 
such  audacity.  Not  a  single  circumstance,  how- 
erer  slight,  has  arisen  in  either  branch  of  the  Le- 
gislature, not  a  single  act  hare  we  done,  or  failed 
to  do,  in  relation  to  the  elaim,  that  the  petitioners 
bare  not  modestly  adduced  as  an  evidence  tiot 
merely  of  the  justice  of  their  claim,  hut  of  adi»» 
position  on  our  part  to  aobseribe  lo  it.  I  do  there- 
fore hope,  as  this  claim  has  rested  so  long  before 
the  Cemmtttee  of  Claims,  as  that  they  bare 
made  ap  their  minds  on  the  subject  so  as  to  ena- 
ble them  to'make  a  report  on  it,  that  they  will 
indulge  the  House  with  n  report  on  it.  1  there- 
fore more  that  the  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  with  inatructions  to  report 
thereon  to  the  House* 


Mr.  JoHNflOK  objected  to  the  reference,  on  ac- 
count of  the  lateness  of  the  session,  the  pressure  of 
other  business,  and  the  impossibility  or  making  a 
report  durint  the  present  session  in  time  to  be 
acted  on  by  tlie  House. 

Mr.  LtYERMOitB  eipressed  his  anxiety  that  this 
^estion  should,  in  spm^  sbape  or  other,  be 
brought  before  the  House.  He  said,  the  claim- 
ants felt  strong  in  the  justice  of  their  daim,  and 
were  anxioiia  for  a  disoussioa  and  fair  inrestiga- 
(ion  of  it. 

Mr.  Troup  adrocated  the  reference.  In  allu* 
sion  to  the  late  deeision  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
he  said  it  was  a  decision  which  the  mind  of  erery 
BHm  attached  to  Republican  principles  must  re- 
rolt  at.*  He  swd  it  was  neeasary,  if  the  House 
were  not  disposed  to  acquiesce  in  that  decision, 
that  some  step  should  be  taken  in  relation  to  this 
petition. 

Mr.  RairnOLl^HjOn  the  sugieestiou  of  Mr.  John- 
son, that  the  Committee  of  Claims  would  not 
hare  time  to  prepare  And  mature  a  report,  with- 
drew his  motion  for  reference  of  the  memorial  to 
that  committee,  and  mored  the  following  resola* 
tion : 

**  lUsohed,  That  the  priyer  of  the  petition  of  the 
New  England  Mississippi  Land  Company,  is  tmxea- 
Bonable,  unjust,  and  ought  not  to  be  granted.** 

The  House  refused  to  consider  the  motion-^ 
yeas  .46,  nays  54,  as  follows  i 

Ybab— WilUam  W.  Bibb»  John  Brown,  Bobert 
Brown,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Cailioan,  Matthew 
Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  William  Cmwfoidt 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  James  Emott,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Thomas  Uholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Wal* 
ter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  Herman  Knickerfaacker) 
Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Matthew  Lyon,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Alexander 
McKim,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thos. 
MoOre,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nichol- 
son, Josepj^  Pearson,  John  Porter,  John  Randolph, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylrania,  John  Roane,  Samuel 
Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  <}eoige  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanibrd,  George  M.  Troupe 
ArcUfaald  Van  Horn,  iCillian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Jtobeit  WMkehiil,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats— WilUs  Alston,  jonier,  WiUiaa  Aadenen, 
Easkiel  Baeen,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Adam  Boyd,  JaaMS 
Biedtenndge,  John  Can^bell,  William  CbamberKD, 
Epaphrooitos  Champion,  James  Cox,  Richard  Calls, 
Mun  Davenport,  junior,  William  Ely,  WUUara  Find- 
ley,  Jonathan  Flak,  Barxillai  Gannett^  Gideon  Gard- 
nyer,  Darid  8.  Garland,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Nathaniel 
A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  James  Holland,  Jacob 
Hufty ,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Robert  Jenkins,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Vincent  Mat- 
thews, Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan 
O.  Mosefey,  Benjamin  Pickman,jun.,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qaincy,  Erastus  Root, 
fibeneter  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
Adam  Beybert,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John  Smilie,  Henry 
Somthaird,  James  Stephenson,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  John 
Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Jabes  Upham,  Robert  Weakley, 
Laban  Wbeaton,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

JMr.  Ranoolpr  said  as  his  object  was  thus  de- 
feated, and  the  House  did  not  seem  disposed  to 
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discuss  that  motion,  be  should  propose  another. 
He  moved  that  the  petitioners  hare  leave  to 
withdraw  their  petition. 

This  motion  occasioned  a  very  desultory  de- 
bate, in  which  Messrs.  Bibb,  Bicon,  Kbt,  ^uin- 
CT,  oMiLiB,  Rani>olpb.  Livbbmorb,  Troop,  and 
Sbspfbt,  took  part.  The  great  objection  to  the 
motion  was,  tbat  it  proposed  a  course  which  the 
petitioners  themselves  had  not  requested,  and 
which  was  not  usually  pursued,  unless  where, 
after  an  investigation  of  a  petition,  it  was  deemea 
wholly  improper  to  act  on  it. 

Mr.  QuiNCT  moved  to  postpone  the  motion 
indefinitely. 

After  further  debate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ghol* 
BON,  the  further  consideration  of  the  whtfle  sub- 
ject was  ordered  to  lie  oo  the  table-*54  to  36. 

REDUCTION  OP  THE  ARMY  AND  NAVT. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 

The  first  part  of  the  resolution  being  under 
consideration  as  follows : 

"*  Resohed,  That  the  Military  Estoblishment  of  the 
United  States  ought  to  be  reduced/' 

Mr.  BuawELL  spoke  in  support  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Gb OLSON  assigned  his  reasons  for,the  vote 
he  was  about  to  give. 

Mr.  Dana  replied  to  some  of  Mr.  Gbolbon's 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  commercial  restric- 
tions. 

Mr.  QuiNCT  said'it  appeared  to  him  to  be  ab- 
surd to  adopt  a  general  principle  and  send  it  to  a 
committee  to  report  a  bill,  without  giving  that 
committee  particular  instructions,  which  might 
ffive  them  some  idea  of  the  wishes  of  the  House. 
Mr.  Q^  was  himself  desirous  of  reducing  the 
present  military  force  to  about  five  thousand 
men,  the  number  he  supposed  proper  for  a  Peace 
Establishment,  and  further  he  did  not  wish  to,go. 
He  therefore  moved  to  amend  the  resolution, 
which  was  now  too  indefinite,  by  tedding  words  to 
thia  efieot :    '^  By  providing  for  reducing,  by  law, 

<  the  regiments  of  dragoons  and  riflemen,  andau- 

<  thoriziog  the  disbanding  the  Brigadier  Generals 
'  and  all  supernumerary  staff  and  company  offi- 

*  eers,  except  such  as  shall  be  necessary  to  organ* 

*  ize  —  regiments  of  infantry,  and of  ar- 

*tillery.» 

Mr.  Randolph  opposed  the  amendment,  be- 
cause  in  defining  what  was  thought  too  indefinite, 
it  restricted  the  committee  too  much;  and,  also, 
because  it  proposed  to  disband  the  Brigadiers, 
when,  but  a  few  days  ago,  the  House  had  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  examine  it^to  the  conduct  of 
one  of  them ;  and,  now  to  disband  them,  would 
look  as  if  the  House  wished  to  quaah  the  inquiry. 

Mr,  CIuincy's  motion  was  negatived-^ayes  12. 

Mr.  Rbba  moved  to  com  mil  the  resolution  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Military  Establishment, 
with  a  view  to  obtaining  a  bill  for  a  specific  re- 
duction, though  he  was  against  any  reduction. 

The  motion  was  lost,  and  the  first  part  of  the 
resolution  was  then  agreed  to?— yeas  81,  oays  31, 
aa  follows : 


YBA»~WiUis  Alston,  jr.,  Eaokiel  Baeon,  Bonnn 
Baasett,  WilUam  W.  Bibb,  Daniel  BlaisdcU,  Junci 
Breckenridge,  WilUam  A.  Barweli,  WilUam  Butler, 
John  Campbell,  WilUam  Ghamberlin,  Epaphnditss 
Ghiunpion,  Mattbffw  Clay,  Howell  Cobb,  Jamei  Codi* 
ran,  Sam.ael  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  John  Dtv- 
son,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Me^ 
shack  FrankUn,  Banillai  Gannett,  David  8.  Gtiiind, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson    Goodwyn,  Thomu  R. 
Gold,  WiUiam  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  iiaven,  Dtnid 
Heister,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Robot 
Jenkins,  Richard    M.  Johnson,   WilUam    Kennedy, 
PhiUp  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewk, 
junior,  Edwatd  8t.  Loe  Livermore,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Robert  Manon*  Vinecat 
Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  8amael  MtK^t,  Wn. 
Milnor,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  JonatkinO. 
Moseley,  Joaeph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickmao,  jnnior, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elidui  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qaincy, 
John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Matthiai 
Richards,' Erastua  Root,  Adam  Seybert,  SamoelShav, 
Dan*!  8hefiey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Bmilie,  John  Snith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  James  StephensoDi 
Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Tagga^  Benjamin  Talbnidge, 
John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Trapy,  Jabez  Up* 
ham,  Archibald  Van  Hpm,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Robert  Weakley,  Labab  Wheaton,  Esekiel  Whitmu. 
James  Wilson,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats — ^Wilham  Anderson,  David  Ba^,  Adam  Boyd, 
Joseph  Caihonn,  John  Clopton,  Orchard  Cook,  Jama 
Cox,  WUliam  Crawford,  WUliam  Pindley,  Joaathtn 
Fisk,  Gideon  Gardner,  James  HoUand,  Benjamin 
Howard,  Walter  Jones,  Alexander  iMcKun,  Pkasant 
M.  MiUer,  John  Montgomery.  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  John  Nidiolson, 
John  Porter,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Roane. 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  George  Smilk, 
Henry  Sonthard,  Charles  Turner,  Jan.,  Robert  White- 
hill,  and  Richard  Winn. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  ooncarriDg  in 
the  second  member  of  the  resolution,  which  is  as 
follows:    , 

"  And  that  the  Naval  EstabUshment  of  the  United 
States  ought  to  be  reduced.*' 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ha  lb  to  ameod 
the  said  second  membery  by  inserting,  after  tbe 
word  *'  reduced,"  the  following :  ^  by  selling socb 
gunboats  or  crafts  attached  to  it  as  may,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  be  uoDe* 
cessary  or  incompetent  to  the  service.^  Aodthe 
question  being  taken  <)n  the  said  itnaendmeou  it 
was  deterq^ined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  taken  on  concurring  in  tbe 
said  second  member,  and  resolved  in  the  affinBt* 
tive— yeas  65,  nays  46,  as  foUoiVs : 

ViAS— WilUs  Alston,  jr.,  Esekiel  Bacon,  WflfiiB 
W.  Bibb,  Daniel  BlaisdeU,  James  Breckenridge,  WO* 
Uam  Batler,  John  Campbell,  WiUiam  Chambcriis. 
Epaphroditus  Champion,  Matthew  Clay,  Howell  Cobb. 
James  Cochran,  John  Davenport,  junior,  John  Dswsos. 
Joseph  Desha,  WilUam  Elv,  James  Emott,  Maihiek 
Franklin,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas  Ghobon,  Pet^* 
son  Goodwyn,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  WUfiam  Hale,  Diniet 
Heister,  James  HoUand,  Jacob  HoAy,  Richard  Jsckips. 
jun.,  Richard  M.  lohnson,  WUUam  Kennedy,  Philip 
B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jusn 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Robert  Marioa,  Vis* 
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c8Dt  Mattbewi,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Samud  McKee, 
John  Montgomery,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jonathan  0.  Moteley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pick- 
man,  jonior,  Tzmoihj  Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
John  Randolph,  John  Hea  of  PennsyWania,  Matthias 
Richards,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffisy, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  SmUie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  J^oob  Swoope,  Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,^  Jabez  Upham,  KiUian 
K,  Van  Renaaelaer,  Robert  Weakl«y^  and  Laban 
Wheaton. 

Nats — William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Bnrwell 
Basaett,  Adam  Boyd,  WilKam  A.  Barwell,  Josepli 
Calhono,  John  Clopton,  Orchard  Cook,  James  Coz, 
WUlism  Crawfiird,  Sanqiel  W.  Dana,  WiUiam  Find- 
ley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Barziliai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gard- 
ner, Nathaniel  A«  Haven,  Benjamin  Howard,  Robert 
Jenkins,  Edward  St.  Loe  LiVermore,  John  Love, 
Alexander  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  >Ytltiam  Mil- 
nor,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Gordon  S.  Mumford,  Roger 
Nelion^  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Josiah  Quincy, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  I^oane,  Erastus  Root, 
Ebenexer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Henry  Southard, 
James  Stephenson,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Thompson, 
Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  junior, '-Archibald  Van 
Horn,  Robert  Whitehill,  Ezekiel  Whi^nan,  James 
Wilson,  Richard  .Winn,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

And  then  the  question  'wf|s  taken  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  whole  of  the  said  resola- 
tioo,  and  resolved  in  the  afiSrmative— yeas  60, 
nays  31,  as  follows : 

YiAB — Willis  Alston,  junior,  Bsekiel  Bacon,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  William  Butler,  Wil- 
liam Chamberlin,  Epaphroditaa  Champion,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  John  Davenport,  junior,  John 
Dawson,  Joseph .  Desha,  William  Ely,  Jsmes  Emott, 
Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Good- 
win, Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A. 
HaTen,  Daniel  Heister,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson, 
Jan.,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  Kennedy,  Philip 
B.  Kej,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Vin- 
cent Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  0.  Mose- 
ley,  Joseph  Pear^in,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  John 
Randolph,  John  Rea  of  PennsyWania,  Matthias  Rich- 
ards, Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  James  Stephenson,  Jacob 
Swoope,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  George 
M.  Troup,  Jabez  Upham,  Kfllian  K.  Tan  Rensselaer, 
Robert  Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  Robert  Viiitk^ 
erspoon. 

Nits — William  Anderson,  David. Bard,  Burwell 
Bassett,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  Clopton,  Orchard  Cook, 
James  Cox,  William  Crawford,  William  Findley^  Jon- 
athan Fisk,  Gideon  Gardner^  James  Holland,  Benjamin 
Howard,  John  Lore,  Alexander  McKim,  John  Aimt* 
gomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Gurdon  S.  Mumfoid,  Roger 
Nelson,  John .  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sam- 
mons, George  Smith,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy, 
Charles  Turner*  junior,  Robert  WhitehiU,  and  James 
Wilson. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill,  orbillS)  be  brought  in, 
pursuant  to  the  first  member  of  the  said  resolu- 
tioQ ;  and  that  Mr.  Smuff,  Mr.  Root,  Mrw  Ltoh, 
Mr.  Stanford,  aud  Mr.  Sbaw^  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 


.  Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills^  be  brouff ht  in, 

{mrsuaAt  to  the  second  member  of  the  said  reso* 
uiioa ;  and  that  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  CuTTs,Mr/ 
Tallmadge,  Mr.  Thomas  MoQBB,and  Mr.  Gobb, 
do  prepare  and  briog  io  the  same. 


Wbdnbsday^  April  18. 

The  Hoaae  proceeded  to  coQsider  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Richard  Tervin,  Bdwin  Lewis, 
Samuel  Mims,  the  Baptist  Church  at  Salem 
Meeting  House,  in  the  Missiesippi  Territory,  and 
Joseph  WiUon;  and,  the  sam|B  being  amended, 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

.A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  adhere  to  their  amendments  to 
the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  examine  inta  the  title 
to  the  batture  in  froat  of  the  suburb  St.  Mary." 

M^.  Gabland,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
on  the  twenty*iixth  of  February  laat,  on  the  pe^ 
tition  of  sundry  French  iohabitanta  of  the  Mich- 
igan Territory, /i^ade  a  report  thereon;  which  was 
read,  and  'concurred  in  by  the  Houaev 

The  report  ft  as  follows: 

That,  althongh  the  measure  prayed  for  might  be* 
attended  with  temporary  advantage  to  the  petitioners, 
this  consideration  is  greatly  outweighed  by  reasons  of 
public  policy  operating  against  its  adoption. 

If  Congress  were  to  authorise  the  translation  of  the 
lawa  into  the  French  language,  they  would  thereby 
give  to  the  translation  a  iaiLnction  which  would  entitle 
it  to  be  received  in  the  courts  of  that  Territory  aa  evi* 
denoe  ^f  the  laws  of  the  land;  and  great  inconveui- 
ence  and  .confusion  might  result  from  having  two  sep> 
state  texts  for  the  same  law,  sasceptible,as  they  neces- 
sarily would  he  from  the  imperfection  of  all  languages, 
of  different  and  perhaps  opposite  interpretations. 
'  The  policy  of  legalizing  any  other  than  ^he  prevail- 
ing language  of  the  country  is  also  objectionable,  on 
the  ground  that  it  would  tend  to  encourage  and  perpet- 
uate the  other  dialects  which  partially  prevail  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  Union,  and  which,  it  is  believed,  ought 
rather  to  be  discouraged.    ^ 

In  a  Republic,  where  the  operations  of  Government 
are  the  result  of  the  combined  opinions  of  its  citlaens, 
it  is  important  that  the  people  at  large  should  possets, 
not  only  enlighteiied,.but  similar  viewa  4>f  the  public 
interest ;  and  it  is  not,  therefore,  of  more  consequanee 
that  information  should  be  generally  disseminated, 
than  that  the  avenues  to  it  should  be  common. 

The  oemmjttee,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Rtiohed,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners. 

Mr.  Love,  after  a  number  of  remarks  on  the 
multiplicity  of  business  relative  to  the  District  of 
Columbia  now  before  Congress,  and  the  difficulty 
of  deciding  correctly  on  laws  for  the  government 
of  the  District,  where  bills  on  the  subject  were  so 
cursorily  examineci  ^s  they  must  be  When  passed 
in  this  House,  moved  the  following  resolution. 
Such  a  system  for  the  government  ofihe  territory 
aa  should  be  matured  and  recommended  by  these 
commissioners,  he  thought  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  In  adopting : 

«<  ^efohtd,  by  ike  Senate  ttnd  Houee  of  Bepreeeni' 
aUeee^oftke  VniUd  SUOee,  That  the  President  of  the 


1887 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1888 


H.  at  R\ 


Commereiai  Intercourse. 


AfRiL,  IB\0. 


ITnite'd  StatMlM  Authorized  and  he  ui  hereby  anihorised 
to  appoint  three  peraons,  who,  or  any  two  of  them, 
thall  prepare  eneh  code  of  lawe  for  the  gOTerament  of 
the  District  of  Colnmbia,  in  iiddition  and  amendment  to 
the  laws  at  present  in  force  in  said  District,  as  tbey 
il^all  find  necessary  and  proper,  and  report  the  same  to 
the  next  session  of  Congress  for  their  consideration ; 
and  that  the  said  eommissionen  shall  be'  allowed  the 
snm  of  six  dollars  per  day  While  they  shall  be  engaged 
in  the  said  business,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys,  in 
the  Treasury/' 

And  on  the  questicm  that  the  Hooee  do  now 
consider  the  same,  it  was  determined  in  the  Qeg- 
ative., 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  ihe  Whole  on  the  bill  [No.  2.]  coneerdiogf  com- 
mereiai intercoaree  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Brttaio  and  France  and  their  depen- 
dencies, and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Gholsom^s  proposition  toaniend  the  bill  by 
iDsertiog  into  it  a  system  of  total  non-importa- 
tion from  Great  Britain  and  Fraftce  was  under 
consideratioq  when  the  Hou^e  last  deliberated  on 
this  bill. 

Mr.  JoBNSoif  slated  to  the  House  ao  amend- 
ment which  be  had  it  in  view  to  make,  and  which 
he  shoald  offer  when  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Ghoij80n  shoqld  be  decided  on. 
<  Mr.  Gboiaon  Jaid  he  felt  satisfed  tb«t  the  sys- 
tem which  he  had  proposed  was  the  best,  but  aee- 
iDg  a  decided  opposition  to  it,  and  with  a  Ttew  to 
accommodate  his  friends  with  an  opporttinity  of 
moving  amendments,  he  withdrew  his  motion,  re- 
serving to  himself  the.  right  of  urging  it  again  if 
the  ameifdmekit  proposed  by  the  gentiemaa  from 
Keotocky  should  not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Johnson  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  and  insert  the  following  sec- 
tioos  as  ao  amendment  to  the  bill : 


"^  **And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  two  fiiat 
eions  of  the  aiety  entitled  *'  An  act  to  intevdiot  theeom- 
aaereial  inteiooatse  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  and  France  and  their  dependaacies,  and 
§09  Other  pwposes/'  be,  and  the  aeihe  are  heceby  f«- 
•vived,  and  shaU,  fiom  the  passage  of  this  aet,  kave^ill 
fteoe  and  efiect. 

**And  be  it  fitrther  eneieted.  That,  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  an  addition  of  fiify  per  centum 
shall  be  mads  to  the  duties  now  imposed  by  law  on  the 
importation  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  in  re* 
spect  to  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  the  growlhi 
produce,  of  manuiacture,  of  any  of  the  dominions, 
colonies,  or  dependencies,  of  either  Great  Britain  or 
France,  or  imported  from  any  of  the  said  dominions, 
colonies,  or  dependencies ;  which  additional  duties  shall 
be  levied  and  collected  in  the  same  manner  and  under 
the  same  regulations  and  allowince,  as  to  drawbacks, 
mode  of  security,  and  time  of  payment,  respectively, 
as  are  already  prescribed  by  law  in  relation  to  the  du- 
des now  in  force  on  the  importation  of  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise." 

Mr.  Raroolph  obserted  that  when  the  House 
were  last  in  Committee  on  the  bill,  the  Committee 
had  risen  to  give  time  for  consideration  Of  an 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 


gioia  (Mr.  Gholson.)  That  ameodmeDt  was 
now  withdrawn,  and  another  substituted,  whieb 
he  for  ooe  could  not  undersmnd.  As  he  really 
believed,  he  said,  that  if  the  House  meant  to  spend 
un profitably  the  remainder  of  the  sessios,  tbej 
could  hit  on  no  mode  more  apt  than  coDtiaQiog 
in  Committee  on  this  subject,  he  moved  that  tlic 
Committee  should  rise. 

Messrs.  Jobuboii  and  GteoiiBOM  opposed  tbt 
motion ;  whieh  was  lost^  58  to  36. 

Mr,  RawnoLPB  questioned  whether  Mr.  Gbol- 
80N  bad  a  right,  after  his  amendment  had  beet 
ordered  to  be  printed^  and  thus  aoicd  on  by  ikt 
House,  to  withdraw  it;  bat  the  Chairman  orer- 
ruled  the  objection. 

Mr.  Gablanb  again  moved  chat  the  Committee 
rise. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  himself  sod  Mr. 
MiLNOR.  on  the  ground  that  the  additional  doty 
proposed  was  such  as  would  destroy  all  the  fair 
traae  of  the  country;  (hat  it  was  impossible  to 
distinguish  between  British  and  Freuch  and  other 
foreiffu  fabrics ;  that  the  very  object  of  revenoe 
would  be  defeated  byamt^gling:  and  by  the  di- 
minution of  importations.  The  amendment  ibef 
said  was  of  great  importance,  and  they  cooldoot 
completely  understand  it. 

The  motion  for  the  Committee  .to  rise  was  B^ 
gatived,  ayes  34.  • 

Mr.  Pitkin  saidif  i^ntlemen  bad  not  reflected 
maturely  on  thie  subject,  he  hoped  tbey  would 
before  they  undertook  to  pass  a  law  whidi  be  be- 
lieved would  go  to  the  entire  distructtos  of  the 
revenue  by  the  introduction  of  additioeaUattes, 
which  would  make  the  15  per  eent.  datybere- 
after  2df  that  of  82^  hereafter  33},  and  all  the 
specific  duties  one  half  greater.  It  would  beta 
immense  addition — and  what  would  be  the  ceo- 
sequence  t  We  shall  have  no  e^oods  imported 
which  shall  be  called  goods  of*  England  tnd 
France,  but  of  Denmark  and  Russia.  Yoo  can- 
not prevent  it,  '^  The  immense  premium  held  oat 
to  smuggling  will  be  such  that  it  will  be  imixff- 
sible  to  prevent  it.  When  a  man,  by  the  ictrodac- 
tion  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  worth  of  goods 
in  such  a. manner  as  to  evade  the  duty,  can  make 
thirty-three  or  thirty-four  thousand  dollars,  be 
will  mostly  yield  to  the  temptation.  I  beg  leare 
to  say  that  the  duties  eaaoot  be  coUeeted.  Gen- 
tlemen may  talk  as  they  please;  but  the  momeat 
you  introduce  addttioiwl  duties  on  articles  of  this 
description,  they  will  be  emui^ed  in  under  other 
names.  I  ask  ^dtlemen^  therefore,  before  ther 
decide  on  a  measare  of  this  kind,  to  reflect  on  tlK 
subject  and  see  what  will  be  the  inevitable  coo- 
sequenoe. 

Another  important  qaetftion  also  occurs.  Who 
is  to  decide  wnat  is  a  dependency  of  France  er 
Great  Britain?— for  theam^idment  extends  the 
duty  to  goods  imported  IVom  their  colonies  or  de- 
pendencies. I  ask  gentlemen  to  tell  me  what  ate 
dependencies,  and  what  are  not  ?  I  wonld  ask 
whether  Holland  is  not  a  dependency  of  Fraiue? 
Whether  goods  kom  Holland  wookl  be  charged 
With  the  additiimal  duties  or  not?  Whether 
Prussia  is  a  dependency  of  France?    What  is  ^ 
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decide  io  these  cases?  If  we  are  to  beliere  the  Ute 
accoaots.  Hullaod  is  completely  a  depeDdency 
aDd  King  Louis  is  called  home.  After  what  has 
takeD  place,  Holland  cannot  be  considered  but  as 
a  dependency  of  France.  You  are  to  introduce 
into  your  rcTeoue  system  questions  of  this  nature ; 
yoo  leave  it  to  be  decided  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  or  by  the  custom-house  officers,  how 
far  Bonaparte  has  extended  his  dominions  and 
power  over  the  cootineat  of  Eii^rope.  I  should 
be  very  sorry  indeed  to  see  this  kind  of  system 
introduced  mto  our  revenue  laws;  I  should  be 
sorry  to  see  a  system  of  smuggling  introduced 
among  our  merchants;  but  I  for^ee,  if  bills  of 
ibis  descriptioQ  are  to  pass,  that  it  is  inevitable ; 
and,  instead  of  getting  an  addition  to  the  Treas- 
ury in  consequence  of  these  measures,  we  shall 
deprive  it  of  resources  it  would  otherwise  have 
from  the  present  duties. 

Again,  sir— How  long  these  duties  are  to  ex- 
ii^t,  when  they  are  to  end,  is  to  depend  on  the 
proclacQatioo  of  the  President.  In  what  situa- 
lioQ  do  you  place  the  merchants  of  the  United 
Slates?  You  place  them^  in  thepower  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  in  a  great  degree,  by  the 
great  discretioDary  power  you  give  him.  I  am 
opposed  to  giving  him  this  power.  How  can  the 
merchant  calculate  when  a  duty  may  be  taken 
off?  How  can  he  tell  whel)ier  he  will  receive 
again  the  money  he  is  required  to  pay  for  ad- 
ditional duties  1  Because  three  months  after  tUe 
duty  is  laid  the  President  may  say  it  shall  cease. 
After  paying  the  duty,  then,  the  merchant  will 
not  be  able  to  get  it  oack  from  the  consumer. 
Tou  place  your  merchant  in  that  situation  that 
in  fact  you  compel  him  to  smuggle  in  his  own 
'iefenee.  When  he  is  not  certain  what  will  be 
doae,  he  will  smuggle  rather  than  lose  his  whole 
foriuoe.  This  is  an  inconvenience,  and  any  per- 
son who  has  attended  at  all  to  the  system  of  rev- 
enue knows  that  theduties  of  thisdescription  ought 

to  be  permaaent.  The  merchant  ought  to  know 
with  certainty  his  prospect,  and  not  to  depend  on 
ihe  whim  or  caprice  of  any  individual.  These  ad- 
ditional duties  are  much  greater  than  the  whole 
duties  which  were  laid  at  the  commencement  of 
the  Governoient.  I  ask  gentlemen  to  reflect  on 
the  subject.  In  my  opinion  it  will  go  to  destroy 
your  revenue  almost  entirely.  For  two  or  three 
years  your  merchants  have  been  afflicted  with 
your  restrictive  system  of  embargo  and  non-in- 
tercourse. They  have  got  into  habits  of  smug- 
gling. I  am  sorry  for  it,  very  sorry  indeed.— 
Under  the  proposed  system  they  will  not  know 
what  to  do,  whether  to  import  or  not. 

I  have  thought  proper  to  make  these  ob^rva- 
tions  in  the  outset  of  the  business,  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  gentlemen  to  the  operation  of  duties 
which  they  are  about  to  introduce.  I  might  sug- 
gest other  considerations^  such  as  the  probability 
of  retaliation.  If  we  single  out  these  nations, 
they  will  doubtless  return  the  compliment.  It 
will  place  the  revenue  we  now  have  at  great 
hazard,  and  may  have  a  bad  effect  on  the  rela- 
tions between  France  and  Great  Britain.  I  hope 
this  system  will  not  take  place.  I  hope  we  shall 
11th  Con.  2d  Sbss.— 60 


not  estaDlish  thus  off-hand  a. system,  the  conse- 
quence of  which  it  is  impossible  to  tell,  but  of 
which  I  have  much  fear. 

Mr.  Love  said,  he  had  as  little  anticipated  such 
a  proposition  as  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
(Mr.  Pitkin  0  yet  he  thought  it  by  no  means  novel 
in  principle,  or  difflcult  to  be  understood.  It  was, 
in  fi^C;  nothing  more  than  the  very  proposition 
whicn  had  been  ably  advocated  in  the  House,  at 
the  second  session  of  the  tenth  Congress,  and 
which  gave  way  to  the  non-intercourse  system, 
then  thought  most  eligible.  He  could  not  help 
presuming  the  gentleman  had  recollected  som^ 
of  the  arguments  urged  on  the  subjec;  at  that 
time,  from  the  range  of  his  ideas  at  preteiit.  Al- 
though he,  at  that  time,  thought  tne  non-inter- 
course a  better  substitute  for  the  policy  that  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House  had  abandoned,  he  could  not 
but  view  the  measure  of  additional  duties  as  pe>- 
cQli4rly  proper  at  the  present  moment,  not  only 
as  the  non-intercourse  was  about,  either  tacitly  or 
expressly,  to  be  relinquished,  but  the  state  of  our 
foreign  relations,  if  he  coola  credit  the  uniform 
accotJiits  of  late,  would  strongly  enforce  it  as  a 
measure  of  defensive  policy. 

Great  Britain  had  lately,  it  appeared,  declare4 
Spain  in  a  state  of  blockade,  a  very  certain  evi- 
dence that  that  country  was  totally  reduced  by 
the  French  arms.  The  Emperor  of  France  bad 
determined,  if  we  could  accredit  the  official  pubr 
lication^of  the  French  Minister  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, to  exciudje,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  all 
access  from  £n|g;land,  and  the  introduction  of  any 
species  of  British  manufactures  into  the  Conti- 
nent. Her  exportations  to  the  Spanish  or  Portu- 
guese dumtntons  in  America,  could  be  but  to  a^ 
small  amount,  and  of  a  partial  and  less  importaut 
description.  The  United  States  was  the  only 
country  left  where  the  ffreat  bulk  of  her  manu- 
factures could  be  sent.  To  the  United  States,  he 
did  not  doubt,  her  exportations  would  exceed  per» 
haps  double  the  amount  of  any  former  period. 
It  was  highly  necessary  to  adopt  some  preventive 
remedy,' if  possible,  to  this  great  evil.  An  in- 
crease of  duties  offered  that  remedy  to  a  certaia 
decree,  by  discoura^ii^ff  importations  and  dimin- 
ishiogconsumption  in  this  country— an  effect  that 
would  be  produced  by  an  enhanced  price;  but  if, 
by  continuing  the  duties  at  their  present  rates, 
consumption  of  those  articles  was  not  discour- 
aged, our  situation  would  be  deplorable;  our  im- 
portations increased  to  at  least  double  their  former 
amount,  and  our  exports  of  not  half  their  former 
value;  for  that  consequence  would  follow  from  an 
unrestricted  commerce  on  our  part,  while  the 
orders  and  decrees  of  France  or  England  con- 
tinued in  force;  while  our  exports  were  inhibited 
from  the  markets  where  they  could  be  consumed^ 
and  that  market,  to  the  amount  of  an  average 
value  of  about  five -sevenths  pf  all  our  products, 
could  only  be  found  in  the  countries  hostile  to 
England.  Under  the  operation  of  this  pourse  of 
trade,  in  a  very  short  time,  the  most  ruinous  con- 
sequences would  follow.  To  pay  for  these  over- 
grown importations^  we  should  be  drained  of  our 
most  solid  wealth;  for  our  surplus  products  would 
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not  sell  for  their  freiehts  to  England,  and  vhe, 
cinder  her  orders,  of  November,  1807.  prohibits 
them  from  going  to  the  Continent.  To  the  Con- 
tinent dfrect  they  cannot  go,  insaraoce  could  not 
be  obtained  at  any  rate  of  premium  less  than  100 
per  cent.,  and  a  circuitous  introduction  of  them 
IS  no  longer  to  be  permitted  by  France,  it  appears, 
from  late  accounts. 

Mr.  L.  said,  he  would  make  a  few  remarks  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down 
(Mr.  Pitkin.)  He  had  said  that  our  rerenue 
would  be  destroyed  by  an  increase  of  duties  on 
British  ffoods,  because  they  would  be  imported  as 
the  goods  of  other  countries.  Admitting  that  thev 
were  so  imported,  we  should,  said  Kfr.  L.;  still 
get  the  present  rates;  but  he  did  not  believe  the 
difference  of  duties  would  pay  the  costs,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  risk,  of  sucn  a  course  of  smug- 
gling. A  difficulty  was  made  as  to  what  should 
be  called  the  dependencies  of  France.  Mr.  L. 
said  it  was  a  difficulty  which  Congress  could  not 
rempre ;  it  had  been  heretofore  left  to  the  Exec- 
utive, and  properly,  to  judgpe  of  the  real  state  of 
foreign  nations,  and,  from  tne  knowledge  be  bad, 
to  decide  which  was  an  independent, sovereignty 
and  what  was -a  dependency.  It  was  a  duty  and 
a  trust  which  the  Constitution  con6ded  to  him, 
and  which  he  believed  he  bad  judiciously  exer- 
cised, Holland,  he  was  ready  to  admit,  was  now 
a  dependency  or  France.  He  could  only  express 
it  as  his  opinion ;  and,  for  his  part,  he  thought  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  need  as  little  offi- 
cially to  do  with  this  inquiry  as  they  would  to 
know  who  was  to  be  the  next  wife  of  Bonaparte. 
It  was  for  the  Executive  of  this  country  to  learn, 
and  to  act  on  the  state  of  foreign  authorities,  so 
far  as  respects  their  capacity  to  act  independent- 
ly, or  their  subjection  to  other  powers. 

The  gentleman  had  next  alarmed  the  House 
with  apprehensions  of  retaliation  from  the  Euro- 
pean Powers.  For  his  part,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  would 
not  deign  to  ask  himself  whether  this  would  be 
the  case.  The  more  proper  inquiry  is,  are  we  the 
ag:gre8sors?  Have  we  not,  from  1807,  (and  (le 
might  go  many  years  further  back,)  been  labor- 
ing under  an  unprecedented  system  of  most  ty- 
rannical oppression  and  outrage  from  foreign  na- 
tions? And  shall  we  now  refuse  to  do  a  neces- 
sary and  proper  act  because  we  majr  offend  those 
who  have  been  heaping  offence  and  injury  on  us? 
He  thought  we  could  fear  no  worse  than  the  total 
destruction  of  our  neutral  rights,  which  we  al- 
ready suffered,  and  he  hoped  that  no  such  appre- 
hensions would  deter  us  from  doing  that  which, 
as  an  independent  people,  as  a  nation  pretending 
to  have  a  will  of  its  own.  we  had  a  rieht  to  do. 

Mr.  Sbybert.— Mr.  Chairman,  although  1  am 
well  convinced  that  a  detention  of  the  House,  at 
this  moment,  cannot  meet  the  wishes  of  its  mem- 
bers, a  consciousness  of  a  call  <o  perform  my 
duty  imperiously  impels  me  to  solicit  your  indul- 
gence for  a  short  time.  My  want  of  experience 
as  a  public  speaker  gives  rise  to  embarrassment, 
and  my  difficulties  are  increased  by  a  circum- 
stance which  has  been  so  properly  noticed  a  few 
days  since  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Blr. 


Ranoolph.)  I  allude  to  his  observations  on  the 
manner  of  coodnctins  the  business  of  this  House. 
No  one  can  know  the  day  before  what  subject 
will  be  taken  up.  This  mode  is  alone  adapted  to 
gentlemen  who  are  orators  by  profession,  and  to 
such  whose  minds  mi^bt  be  compared*  to  store- 
houses overstocked  with  every  species  of  iofor- 
mation. 

My  observations^  from  the  hasty  manner  of 
arranging  them^  will  want  much  of  that  system 
and  method  which  the  importance  of  the  subject 
merits.  They  will  be  related  as  they  have  oc- 
curred to'  me. 

One  of  the  amendments  offered  for  our  coosid- 
ation  proposes  to  lay  an  additional  duty  of  50  per 
cent,  on  French  and  British  goodt  imported  into 
this  country.  To  this  proposition  I  shall  assesl 
because  the  object  contemplated  appears  to  be 
essentially  necessary  to  the  purposes  of  the  Gor- 
ernment  in  defraying  the  ordinary  expenditures. 
At  the  same  time,  I  will  not  conceal,  that  the 
principle  receives  my  support  also,  upoa  the 
ground  of  its  being  a  means  whereby  oar  iufut 
manufactories  will  be  fostered  and  promoted.  I 
regret  very  much,  that  so  much  opposition  to  this 
branch  of  industry  has  been  exhibited  on  this 
floor;  the  nation  anticipated  a  very  different  r- 
suit.  I  still  persuade  myself  that  this  arises  from 
a  partial  view  of  the  subject;  and  W^in  re^t, 
that  this  is  not  the  time  to  enter  so  fully  iuto  iu 
general  consideration  as  would  be  advanta^eoos 
to  those  who  are  more  immediately  interested. 

At  an  early  period  of  this  session,  I  wis  in- 
dulged in  my  motion  to  reprint  the  report  of  a 
former  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject 
of  a  manufacturing  system  to  be  established  io 
the  United  States.  The  policy  and  expediency 
of  these  establishments  are  clearly  demonstrated 
bv  that  report,  and  the  twenty  years  which  have 
elapsed  since  it  was  made,  have  confirmed  the 
deductions  and  conclusions  of  the  author  to  the 
utmost  extent — for  information  on  these  points,  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  that  report.  If  we  were 
in  possession  of  a  report,  which  I  am  informed 
will  soon  be  laid  before  us  in  obedience  to  a  call 
from  this  House,  made  at  the  last  session,  we 
should  have  facts  sufficient  to  convince  us  of  the 
present  importance  and  extent  of  the  manufacto- 
ries of  the  United  States,  in  consequence  of  the 
immense  capital  which  has  been  already  invested, 
by  reason  or  the  many  persons  who  are  employed, 
and  on  account  of  the  numerous  establishments 
which  have  been  erected  throughout  the  United 
States.  We  should  there  find  proofs,  that  we 
now  manufacture  to  the  enormous  amount  of 
$120,000,000.  If  time  had  been  allowed  me,  I 
should  have  traced  the  great  and  regular  increase 
of  the  manufacturing  interest  in  our  country  for 
the  last  twenty  years;  by  this,  we  woold  bare 
been  informed]  that  we  have  ceased  to  import 
many  of  the  articles  which  are  abundantly  coo* 
sumed  in  our  country,  becau&e  we  can  manultc- 
ture  them  better  and  cheaper  than  they  can  be 
had  from  abroad ;  that  others  are  gradually  les- 
sening in  the  quantities  whic|i  are  imported,  and 
that,  contrary  to  the  cxpecuttons  or  the  raoft 
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sanguine  sapporters  of  this  system  of  iadustiy, 
maoy  have  beeorae  articleai  of  exportation,  which 
were  formerly  derired  from  foreign  nations.   Can 
any  one  pretend  that  an  interest,  which  already 
exists  in  your  conntry  to  the  enormods  amoant 
abore  stated,  and  Which  is  daily  increasing,  is 
unworthy  the  protection  of  the  Gorernment  of  a 
free  sad  enterprising  people?  Ton  have  lavished, 
and  continue  to  lavish,  many  millions  annually 
upon  a  rotten  and  inefficient  naval  establish melAt. 
It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  maxim  of  the  great  Frederick,  King  of 
Prussia,  when  he  asserted  that,  unless  a  nation 
has  a  hundred  ships  of  the  line  and  a  hundred 
thousand  sailors,  it  ought  not  to  expose  Itself  on 
the  ocean.    You  have  established  discriminating 
duties  in  favor  of  your  shipping  interest;  you 
have  instituted  a  system  of  drawbacks  in  favor 
of  your  merchants,  and  this  amounts  to  a  bounty 
for  their  encouragement;  for  the  maintenaUce  of 
your  neglected  commercial  rights,  you  annually 
incur  an  enormous  expense,  to  keep  up  your  dip* 
lomatic  intercourse  with  foreign  nations;  you 
pay  tribute  to  barbarians  in  support  of  your  for- 
eign commerce;  nay^  for  this  satne  commerce, 
you  risk  the  peace,  honor,  and  independence  of 
the  nation,  ana,  at  the  same  time,  Vetuse  a  justi- 
fiable aid  to  another  clas?  of  your  fejlow-citizens, 
who  are  equally  deserving  your  notice  and  foster- 
iog  care.     In  Republics,  no  one  class  of  citizens 
should  be  protected  in  preference  to  any  other ; 
Qpon  this  ground,  our  manufacturers  have  a  claim 
Id  common  with  those  who  have  embarked  in 
commercial  pursuits.    I  am  no  enemy  to  com- 
merce, thougb  I  riegard  it  as  far  less  necessary  to 
national  independence  than  I  do  a  well  regulated 
manufacturing  system.    Commerce  can  only  be 
the  result  of  a  surplus  of  articles,  arising  from 
agriculture  and  manufactures ;  it  is  dependent  on 
one,  'br  other,  or  both — we  do  not  include  that 
species  of  commerce  strictly  called  the  carrying 
trade;  this  is  too  precarious,  and  depends  too 
much  upon  the  caprice  and  power  of  other  na- 
tions to  become  an  object  of  fixed  concern ;  it 
only  lasts  while  others  please  to  permit  it,  and, 
for  its  maintenance,  you  are  continually  endaa- 
^erins  the  peace  of  tne  nation.    It  is  well  to  re- 
member, that  the  commercial  spirit  of  Holland 
became  so  prevalent  as  to  lead  to  a  neglect  of  that 
most  useful  of  the  arts,  agriculture.    Be  cautious, 
lest  our  thirsX  for  trade  shall  lead  to  our  subjuga- 
tion, and  to  a  state  of  national  servitude;  we 
seem  to  have  madesonae  strides  this  way  already. 
The  manufacturing  system,  which  it  would  be 
idvisable  to  adopt  in  the  United  States,  is  based 
3poo  a  very  different  principle  from  that  which 
eads  to  it  in  the  European  States.    We  should 
manufacture  to  secure  our  independence;  while 
ibroad  they  manufacture  because  they  are' depen- 
dents.    Constant  experience  demonstrates,  that 
the  strength  or  power  of  a  State  does  not  depend 
{o  much  upon  a  numerous  population  ai  it  does 
jpon  a  population  properly  employed,  so  as  to 
supply  its  wanU.  both  natural  and  artificial ;  there- 
fore every  memoer  of  the  society  should  be  occu- 
pied accordiDg  to  his  age^  strength,  and  capacity. 


The  spirit  of  a  people,  in  every  ^eat  effort  of  the 
State,  should  be  strictly  attended  to ;  changes  are 
readily  brought  about  in  States  when  they  coin- 
cide with  the  national  spirit;  when  contrary  to  \t^ 
little  good  arises  from  a  forced  state  of  things. 
At  the  present  time,  the  spirit  and  tendency  of 
this  nation  is  in  favor  of  manufactures.  This 
may  not  always  be  the  case ;  it  therefore  becomes 
a  question  of  moment,  should  we  not  take  advan- 
tage of  the  present  te roper  and  disposition  of  the 
people?  We  should  adopt  such  branches  as  will 
promote  the  agriculture  of  our  country.  It  has 
been  emphatically  observed,  that  agriculture  and 
manufactures  are  twin  sisters,  and  they  are  con- 
sidered as  the  only  true  basis  on  which  the  inde- 
pendence of  a  country  can  rest.  We  should  es- 
tablish such  branches  as  do  not  require  a  call 
upon  the  population  of  our  country.  Those  are 
best  adapted  to  our  situation  which  are  princi- 
pally carried  on  by  the  agency  of  labor-saving 
machinery.  I  do  not  wish  the  Government  to 
create  manufactories;  thev  should  protect  such 
of  thein  as  seem  requisite  from  the  peculiarity  of 
the  times  in  which  we  live,  and  such  as  are  con- 
sistent with  the  nature  of  our  plimate,soil,  habits, 
and  the  pecessities  of  the  people;  our  attention 
should  be  bestowed  upon  objects  which  will  ben- 
efit the  nation  at  large.  We  should  only  attend 
to  the  useful ;  the  ornamental  must  be  referred  to 
time  and  the  disposition  of  the  people.  Removed 
from  a  state  of  nature,  we  have  acquired  habits, 
which  make  certain  articles  essentially  necessary 
to  our  welf-being;  and  many  are  blended  inti* 
mately  with  our  national  existence.  We  should 
not  look  to  the  supplying  a  foreign  inarket  for 
centuries  to  come. 

If  we  could  calculate  upon  a  constant  and  a 
free  commerce,  and  a  want  of  our  agricultural 
productions  in  Europe,  we  might,  perhaps,  adopt 
less  zeal  in  the  promotion  of  our  manufactories; 
recent  circumstances  demonstrate  to  us  the  fallacy 
of  such  doctrines;  a  powerful  rival' nation  has 
urged  as  a  principle,  ^  we  have  the  power  to  act, 
and  we  will  use  it."  Such  language,  uttered  to 
the  world,  should  put  us  on  our  guard. 

In  most  situations  in  our  country,  there  is  a 
sufficient -number  of  persons  who  are  too  young, 
or  too  old,  for  laborious  employments ;  they  go 
idle,  but  might,  without  any  prejudice  to  agricul- 
ture or  commerce,  be  well  employed  in  our  man- 
ufactories. Inde^,  they  appear  to  be  the  only 
places  suited  to  their  peculiar  condition.  Thus 
would  our  poor  rates  and  list  of  paupers  be  les- 
sened. Thanks  be  to  Heaven,  we  do  not  know 
of  mendicity  as  a  trade  in  our  country.  I  am  ap- 
prized of  aii  objection  which  has  been  made,  that 
It  is  impolitic  in  a  free  nation  to  place  its  youth 
in  situations  but  ill-adapted  to  the  improvement 
of  morals,  or,  for  that  of  an  education,  which 
every  citizen  should  acquire.  I  lament  the  force 
of  thes^e  objections ;  but  let  me  ask^  is  the  situa- 
tion of  the  individuals  more  befiencial  to  thetn- 
selves  or  to  the  nation,  if  they  are  continued  in 
their  idle  habits?  Every  state  of  society  is  suffi- 
ciently depraved ;  no  anxiety  has  been  expressed 
for  the  morals  of  your  soldiery  and  seamen ;  look 
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to  your  records  and  docaneDts;  and  yoa  will  there 
find  but  too  many  proofs  of  the  depravities  of 
hamao  nature,  and  in  a  part  of  the  community 
from  whom  much  better  conduct  was  expected. 
No  one  has  ever  made  this  an  objection  to  a  com- 
mercial system,  where  most  assuredly  it  applies 
with  at  least  an  equal  force.  The  wa^t  of  edu- 
cation might  be  obviated  by  introducing  method 
into  the  system  to  be  established ;  the  children 
might  be  placed  for  a  limited  time,  and  during 
their  apprenticeship,  it  might  be  made  a  condi- 
tion, as  It  is  other  cases,  that  they  shall  be  taught 
sometimes  at  school. 

It  is  further  attempted  to  deter  us  from  these 
establishments  by  a  picture  of  misery  and  distress 
which  has  been  portrayed  by  a  painter  of  s«spi- 
eious  merit.  1  allude  to  the  performance  of  Mr. 
Southey.  better  known  by  the  title  of  BtjprieOa^u 
jAit€r$.  This  adthor  gives  us  an  extra vagani 
account  of  what  he  pretends  to  haye  seen  on  a 
visit  to  Birmingham*  He  as^rta,  that  in  the 
workshops  he  saw  artificers  whose  '^eyes  were 
fed,  and  whose  hair  was  green.''  Here,  conform- 
ably with  his  character  of  a  poet^  he  has.  taken 
great  liberties.  I  regret  that,  in  this  reapect,  as  is 
usual  with  the  profession,  he  did  not  confiaehim- 
aelf  to  style  alone.  Such  extravagance  can  only 
be  viewed  as  the  reveries  of  a  disordered  imagi- 
nation ;  he  furnishes  no  particular  facts  whereon 
they  can  be  grounded.  1  will  admit  that  many 
of  the  pursuits  of  artificers  are  noxio9s  and  inju- 
rious to  tho3e  yvho  are  employed  in  various  occur 
nations  connected  with  the  workers  in  metal. 
Moat  of  the  bad  consequenoes^  may  be  guarded 
against  by  proper  car^  and  attention  to  cleanli- 
ness; for  they  are  more  the  efiects  of  personal 
neglect  than  the  inevitable  results  of  the  occupa- 
tion with  which  they  seem  to  have  connexion. 
I  should  not  beat  all  surprised  if  Mr.  Soutbey, 
who  is  well  known  to  be  attached  tothe  interests 
of  his  country,  conceived  it  proper,  from  motives 
of  policy,  to  make  the  above  statemeot,  with  the 
▼iew  to  prevent  other  nations  frou^  competing 
with  the  manufacturers  of  England  in  foreign 
markets.  He  is  equally  opposed  to  cotton  man- 
ufactures as  he  is  to  those  from  the  meuls.  To 
this  authoritv,  bad  as  it  is  in  my  estimation,  I 
will  oppose  that  of  Doctor  Ferriar,  whose  exten- 
fiye  experience  and  accurate  observation  entitle 
him  to  our  fullest  confidence.  His  details  are 
the  results  o/  many  vears  attentive  observation. 
He  informs  us  that  the  injury  which  is  sustained 


working  during  the  day,  in  clean,  well-managed, 
cotton  mills."  He  attributes  no  bad  efiects  to 
anything  specifically  noxious  in  the  raw  material, 
or  the  exercise  of  the  art.  Debaucheries  and  in- 
temperance are  linked  with  some  orders  of  socie- 
ty, whether  they  are  nunufacturers  or  not ;  their 
mid  condition  may  be  attributed  to  the  want  of 
prudence  and  their  want  of  virtue  wherever  they 
exist.  No  doubt  the  system  deserves  attention, 
and  might  be  advantageously  modified.  If,  from 
ttpetience,  it  should  be  fcMuid  beneficial  to  the 


working. people  to  anspead  their  labors,  an  addi- 
tional number  of  hands  alight  be  employed  to 
supply  the  place  of  those  who  were  receiviag  ia- 
struction  or  taking  bodily  exercise.  Our  country 
is  only  on  the  eve  of  commencing  these  pursuits. 
All  proper  rules  may  be  adopted  at  the  start,  sod 
prudence  will  dictate  the  propriety  of  their  co&- 
tinuance. 

I  shall  pay  no  attention  to  the  clamor  whicit 
is  raised  against  the  supposed  ^igh  price  of  labor 
in  our  country.  Experience  has  taught  me  that 
it  is  unfounded,  aipd  that  very  little  difiereace 
exists  here  as  to  the  price  paid  for  labor,  aad  tbst 
of  the  same  kind  in  England. 

A  statement  of  facts  can  ben^ade  to  prove,  tiiai 
the  declarations  of  those  who  insist  that  we  cao- 
not  compete  with  the  manufacturers  of  Europe, 
in  consequence  of  the  higher  price  paid  for  labor 
in  our  country^  are  unfounded.  When  thev  soeak 
of  the  price  of  labor  in  Europe  they  allode  to 
times  long  since  past,  and  take  the  time  preseat 
in  America*  Intel lip^ent  workmen  who  hare 
come  from  Great  Britain,  aasert,  that  from  foar 
to  six  shillings  sterling  can  be  earned  per  daj 
abroad,  when  for  work  of  the  aame  kind  tbey  at 
most  obtain  one  dollar  per  day  in  this  country. 

View  the  case  in  a  proper  light,  and  convictioa 
will  stare  you  in  the  face.  Thoae  aituatioos  wkera 
living  is  cbeip  are  always  selected  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  manuiactorfes  on  a  large  scale.  la 
Kentucky  they  pav  fifty  cento  per  bushel  for 
wheat,  in  England  they  pay  two  dollars  per 
bushel ;  beef  in  KientnGky  is  bought  at  two  dol- 
lars and  a  half  per  cwu ;  in  England  it  b  tdd  at 
one  shilling  per  pound.  Those  articles  may  be 
considered  as  establishing  the  price  of  liviagiathe 
two  countries.  I  entreat  you  to  view  it  attea- 
lively.  I  presume  no  one  will  pretend  that  the 
muscular  strength  of  our  countrymen  is  not  equal 
to  that  of  the  European.  With  these  advantages 
we  go  to  work  in  situations,  where  the  necessary 
raw  materials  are  the  growth  of  the  soil— where 
you  need  no  imported  articles  for  yoqr  operatioos. 
If  our  citizens  would  only  take  the  Pitios  to  io- 
vestigatethe  subject,  they  might  readily  prove  to 
their  satisfaction  that  they  can  manufacture  for 
tbemselv^  nay,  will  perceive  it  demonstrated  as 
certainly  as  that  twice  two.  make  four,  that  the 
articles,  after  8kill  and  experience  shall  be  bad, 
could  be  manufactured  at  a  rate  so  cheap,  as  to 
warrant  a  i>rofit  on  their  exportation  to  Europe, 
even  should  all  ihe  processes  be  effected  by  niaa- 
ual  labor.  Let  me  ask,  then,  what  would  be  the 
result  from  the  employment  of  machinery  for  the 
same  purposes?  Why  should  we  contiaue  to 
furnish  foreigners  with  the  raw  material  of  our 
country  for  their  manufacturing  eatablishmeots, 
when  we  are  well  apprized  of  the  low  price  which 
these  raw  materials  command,  compared  with  the 
prices  which  are  paid  for  the  articles  which  ere 
manufactured. iherefirom?  In  many  insuoces 
this  is  inconceivably  great;  it  might  beexeap* 
lified  by  the  cost  of  cotton  wool,  compared  with 
the  prices  paid  for  the  finest  cotton  yarn,  or  the 
finely  wove  cotton  fabrics.  Cotton  yarn,  by  means 
■  of  machineryj  has  been  span  90  fine  as  to  commaod 
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sereml  guinetv  ^  pcmnd*    Ttie  Imlvtaee  sprrag 
of  a  s^ood  WBteh  is  said  to  b«  WoHh  more  thttn  a 
milKoD  times  the  Tahie  of  the  steel  of  irht«h  it  is 
made.    Many  ships  are  required  to  donrey  the 
raw  materittts  to  Bligknd,  when  a  siagle  one  is 
ttore  than  safficient  to  reoonrer  to  xm  the  artieles 
which  have  heen  maanfactiired  therefroda.    The 
vessels  whieh  were  dispatched  to  Eorope  most 
qm'tEogfaiid  mid  seek  a  retoni  frH^t  elattwhere. 
they  often  proceed  to  Rassia,  or  they  are  chai^ged 
with  slate  or  other  hrtielea  which  <^B00t  engage 
the  iodtistry  of  the  people,  and  ta  whrleh  our  coun- 
try abonnds.    Why  should  we  make  (bis  great 
sacrifice  ?    It  will  be  ftnswei^d,  we  need  the  ne- 
cessary population.    I^  not  yield  to  the  rematk ; 
we  have  people  enough  for  the  pnrnose.  and  most 
of  the  prticesses  may  be  carried  otFby  tne  agency 
of  machinery.    We  should  employ  machines,  on 
all  occasion»— they  sav^  tnanoat  ]abor»  in  many 
instances,  in  a  ratio  of  more  than  forty  to  one. 
This  is  morte  espeeralijr  trn^  as  respects  the  cot- 
ton business.    Machiivery  has,  in  mapy  cases,  di- 
mioisbed  the  pirtce^  of  aTtielea  mote  than  one  bun*- 
dred  per  eent.    That  counrry  must  be  depehdeftt, 
iadeed,  whieh  must  dread  the  introduction  of  ma- 
chfnery  for  tKe  purposes  of  the  arts  and  mannfae- 
tiires,0T  to  s^are  toanual  labor.    Qreat  Britain  fs 
not  entirely  free  from  this  imptotntioH — she  does 
not  establish  saw  fnilts  in  her  numerous  dock- 
yards, for  fear  of  ezeludiag  thousands  frotti  em- 
ployment. 

Lord  Sheffield  has  retaarked  that  raw  ihaterfals 
are  more  preeioua  to  QreUft  Britain  than  gold  it- 
self—withotrt  a  supply  of  them,  whereon  to  em- 
ploy the  indttstry  of  her  people,  she  could  not  keep 
up  her  etpensire  narat  force,  and  hy  teeans  of  this 
engine  does  she  extend  her  system  of  oppression 
over  a  great  portion  of  the  babttaUe  world,  to  tjte 
mat  annoyance  of  other  nations;  Cut  her  off 
from  these  supplies^  and  dd  not  receive  her  man*- 
nfactured  arttelea — you  will  then  bring  her  to  a 
tnie  sense  of  duty  and  justice^  Can  it  be  the 
policy  of  thl«  country  to  continue  this  oppressive 
system,  which  acts  so  powerfully  against  itself, 
when  by  her  own  aets  she  is  instrumental  i'n  fhr- 
nishiog  the  meansof  its  existence, especially  when 
it  must  be  evident  that  ohv  own  people  might 
turn  the  wbdle  to  their  advantuge  and  profit  wl^ 
out  the  risk  of  transportation  ? 

Many  complain  of  the  high  prices  which  will 
be  demanded  for  Ameriean  manUfkctures,  tf  you 
exclude  the  foreiga.  I  wiH  allow  that  this  will 
be  the  ease  for  a  short  time--'asf  our  establishments 
are  mufti  plied,  ao  will  the  artieles  be  made  bet- 
ter and  at  a  cheaper  rate.  When  cotton  mills 
were  first  erected  in  out  country,  it  was  not  supi- 
posed  that  cotton  yam  could  ever  be  exported  from 
the  United  States  to  Burope,  so  as  to  yield  a  pro- 
fit— this  has  beeh  done— nor  oouid  any  one  im- 
agine that  certain  cotton  fabrics  would  be  made 
better  and  cheaper  than  could  be  ftrrnished  fronii 
abroad.  This  is  the  fact  as  respects  bedtioks  and 
other  cotton  goods.  If  our  breed  of  sheep  was 
sufficiently  attended  to  and  encouraged,  the  state- 
ments of  Dering  and  Babdock,  Which  are  pub- 
Inhed  in  our  newspapers,  |fve  us  reaaou  to  beikve 


that  iheaame  would  be  the  dase  wf  th  woollen  man- 
ufactares*— unless  protected  for  a  time,  it  is  not 
to  be  mpposed  that  our  manufheturers  can  eom^ 
pete  with  the  ea«rriiiottS  capital  which  foreigner 
can  commadd,  especially  when  oooneoted  with 
their  skill  and  experience.  Foreigners  do  all  they 
ctfn  to  destroy,  our  infant  estaUishmenta.  They 
conspire  and  wiW  their  artieles  at  a  loss  for  a  time 
In  our  marketft-^when  they  have  obtained  their 
object  by  phtttog  a  stop  io  our  efforts,  they  raise 
their  prices  and  fhrnish  us  with  artieles  of  an  iu^ 
ferior  quality.  They  do  not  stop  here,  but  resort 
to  a  system  of  deception,  which  could  hardly  be 
iuMgin^d.  As  soon  a^  our  establishments  fur> 
nished  our  naVkets  with  a  supply  of  excellent 
fobrios,  the  agents  of  foreign  manuftictures  pro- 
cured patterns  of  such  as  wete  tnost  esteemed. 
These  they,  with  every  possible  histe,  dispatched 
to  Eorope,  in  order  to  have  imitations  as  to  ap- 
pearance ;  but  very  inferior  in  quality^-they  weru 
afterwards  sold  as  Amertoan  fabrics  at  reduced 
prioes^  and  thVis  diti  they  injure  the  cbarueter 
t«fhieh  these  articles  formerly  bore  In  tMrr  marketa, 
This  would  lead  ua  t6  the  propriety  of  stamping 
our  ffooda,  and  the  nutting  on  of  false  stanhpa 
should  be  DMrdea  subject  of  criminal  prosecution. 
'  I  regret  that  in  this  House  there  should  be  a 
differeueeof  sentiment,  entertained  bv  gentlemeo, 
who  come  from  difilerent  districts  of  the  Union ; 
those  fVom  the  South  are  opposed  to  laying  add^ 
tional  dutiee  on  imported  articles,  because,  they 
say,  their  operation  is  partial  and  oppressive  to 
them ;  they  add,  they  do  not  possess  the  capital 
and  the  reqorftite  population  to  establish  mavdh 
factories;  ^nd  complain,  that  in  this  respect  the 
Northern  States  'have  the  advantage.  In  my 
opinion  the  sitatement  is  not  condusivef;  the  do- 
tiea  are  laid  in  the  North  as  well  as  in  the  South, 
and  those  persons  who  prefer  foreign  artiolei, 
meat  in  coihmou  pay  the  duty  thereon.  Suppose 
that  the  Nbrthern  people  should  manufacture 
and  sell  to  the  Southern ;  by  the  oonsequeaees  of 
afn  increased  numbev  of  the  establishments  in  bur 
country,  the  hopae  Krticks  will  in  t  short  time  be 
as  cheap,  if  liot  cheajier,  than  they  can  now  be 
imported.  The  inconvenience  to  the  planter,  if 
a»y  Hhoukl  exist,  Will  be  temporary,  while  be  will 
always,  from  the  nMure  of  things,  poeaess  the  ad- 
vantage of  supplying  his  Nortbern  cocmtrymea 
with'  the  raw  materials,  if  he  should  not  choose 
to  nianttfhcture  for  hfmself.  I  cannot  believe  tbait 
these  geutlenien  suppose  it  advantageous  to  the 
State,  that  they  should  only  export  their  coltoh 
wool,  and  thus  tax  the  Northern  people  with  the 
greiikt  hicrease  of  price  on  the  retarned  aitidee^ 
#beii  they  are  in  a  situation  to  famish  themselves 
and  tfate  all  this  increase  for  their  benefit  ant 
that  of  the  nation.  I  do  not  think  that  we  should 
too  closely  view  our  immediate  local  rutereeia, 
when  we  are  to  legislate  on  great  national  quea^ 
trotts.  The  general  benefit  should  also  be  iw- 
gtfrded.  As  respects  the  case  now  before  us^  I 
believe,  if  properly  viewed,  it  Will  prove  benefiohd 
to  all  the  country. 

if  it  shall  be  inaily  deteirmined,  not  to  foater 
our  iufant  eatabliahments^  by  aid  and  peoteutioa 
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from  the  Qo^erDneiii,  I  dcrire  Mine  eotwolfttion 
in  the  distresses  of  our  coantry,  induced  by  for- 
eign oppresiiioD  and  the  restrictions  on  our  com- 
merce, that,  in  spite  of  their  efforts  and  wishes. 
our  manufactories  have  progressed,  so  as  to  bid 
fair  that  they  will  be  continued.  I  will  proceed  to 
close  my  remarks,  with  a  few  observations  on  the 
propriety  of  protection  being  granted  to  the  manu- 
facturing coQMnunity.  I  favor  the  system,  because, 
those  who  are  the  most  competent  to  jud^^e  de- 
clare that  protection  from  the  Government  is  ab- 
aoltttely  necessary  in  many  instances;  it  is  a  mode, 
which  ail  foreign  nations  have  adopted,  and  they 
have  been  confirmed  in  the  propriety  of  the  mea- 
sure by  the  benefits  which  have  resulted  from  the 
fractice.  Great  Britain,  France,  Russia,*  and 
russia,  may  be  quoted,  in  c(»4rmation  of  this 
proposition.  On  tne  part  of  our  Government,  the 
American  artists  have  been  repeatedly  led  to  sup- 
pose they  would  be  protected ;  the  principle  is 
.consistent  with  the  precepts  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  I  do  not  by  any  means  de- 
sire that  the  protection  should  be  such  as  would 
be  oppressive  to  others  not  connected  with  this 
interest.  It  is  difficult  to  point  out  the  precise 
limit,  because,  many  calculations  and  much 
knowledge  are  necessary  to  ascertain  this.  I  do 
not  mean  to  advocate  the  absolute  necessity  of 
protection,  because  without  it  the  branches  suit- 
able to  our  country  cannot  be  attempted.  Far 
be  this  from  me.  The  great  object  which  I  have 
in  view  is,  that  by  this  means  many  will  be  in- 
duced- to  embark,  who  will  ultimately  be  con- 
vinced of  their  fosmer  erroneous  opinions.  I  am 
perfectly  willing  that  our  protecting  measures 
should  continue  only  for  a  reasonable  time,  so 
that  there  may  be  some  stability  in  4he  system,  to 
enable  it  to  compete  perfectly  against  foreigners. 
I  should  prefer  a  discrimination  of  the  articles  on 
which  those  duties  are  to  be  laid.  Many  reasons 
might  be  offered  in  support  of  this  opinion ;  they 
are  too  evident  to  be  repeated. 

Our  manufacturing  establishments  must  be  re- 
garded as  so  many  infants,  who  need  a  mother's 
care  to  bring  them  to  maturity  ;  they  then  will 
be  the  most  certain  guarantees  of  our  liberty. 
Our  country,  and  all  well  regulated  Republics, 
^le  peculiarly  adapted  to  a  judicious  manufactu- 
ring system.  These  establishments  will  not  thrive 
in  situations  where  slavery  is  permitted;  they 
are  pursuits  which  require  the  exercise  of  the 
mind  to  bring  them  to  perfection,  and  it  is  well 
ascertained,  tnat  slaves  do  not  reflect ;  the  arts  are 
•lone  congenial  to  the  genius  and  disposition  of 
freemen.  The  doctrine  which  I  have  ventured 
to  advance,  as  it  respects  our  country,  is  support- 
ad  by  the  immense  stock  of  raw  materials,  which 
are  the  produce  of  our  soil;  by  our  numerous 
water-falls  and  water  Communications ;  by  our 
enormous  beds  of  coal,  and  it  is  remarkable  that 
^Mir  coal  formations  are  most  abundant  in  those 
tituations  where  the  agency  of  water  as  a  power 
aannot  be  employed ;  this  will  lead  to  the  con- 
struction of  steam  enjjines,  and  we  are  finally 
confirmed  in  the  doctrine,  by  the  iron,  which  is 
sopeiabundaitt  in  every  district.    Let  me  remind 


you,  that  Ido  not  wish  to  convert  this  people  into 
a  nation  of  manu&ctorers.  My  olyect  is  to  in- 
troduce that  system  which  will  connr m  oar  inde- 
pendence; that  which  will  make  os  respected 
abroad ;  by  it  oui  agriculture  will  be  promoted; 
the  ^nios  of  the  people  will  be  brought  into  op- 
eration: our  native  productions  and  uie  immense 
iaternal  resources  ot  this  extensive  territory  will 
b«*  thereby  mad^  known  to  us ;  the  Govemmeat 
will  derive  incalculable  advantages  from  this  in- 
formation, and  every  individual  of  the  nation  will 
be  made  happy,  respected,  and  independenL 

Mr.  LroN.^-Mr.  Speaker :  Although  the  very 
correct,  methodical,  and  well  digesteiTspeech  just 
delivered  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvanii 
(Mr.  Setbbrt)  has  better  occupied  the  ground  I 
intended  to  have  taken  than  I  should  have  done, 
I  cannot  refrain  sayiag  something  in  favor  of  en- 
couraging the  manufactures  of  this  country  when 
the  subject  is  on  the  carpeL  Although  I  do  not 
wish  to  lay  an  additional  doty  on  medicine,  oa 
low  priced  wines,  on  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  and  spice, 
and  many  other  articles  the  importation  of  which 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  encouragement  of 
manufactures,  I  am  willing  to  go  as  far  as  any 
member  of  this  Bouse  in  laving  duties  on  articles 
we  can  manufacture  here ;  because  I  know,  what- 
ever may  be  paid  for  the  articles  manufactured 
heroj  more  than  for  imported  articles  oi  the  same 
use,  wi  11  be  a.sacrifice  for  the  nation's  good.  This 
sacrifice  will  be  a  mere  trifle,  of  but  short  duration, 
a  mere  bugbear.  It  is  found  that  with  regard  to 
several  articles  of  manufacture  the  difficulties 
thrown  in  the  way  by  the  great  canital  of  those 
who  supply  us  with  foreign  manulactures  is  al- 
ready overcome,  and  the  American  manufacturer 
needs  no  extra  duties  to  protect  him.  When  we 
have  continued  our  duties  long  enough  to  enable 
our  manufacturer  to  withstand  the  strong  current 
against  him^  occasioned  by  the  credit  given  by 
foreign  capitalists^  xi  the  competition  for  sale 
anaong  the  American  maoufiscturers  does  not 
bring  the  articles  to  a  proper  level  with  regard  to 
price  we  can  lower  or  take  off  the  duties.  The 
freight  and  insurance  of  raw  materials  exported 
from  this  country ;  the  duty  on  the  raw  material 
at  its  destination ;  the  profit  of  the  exporter  and 
importer  of  the  raw  materialj  as  well  as  the  profits 
of  all  the  intermediate  persons  through  whose 
hands  the  material  and  the  article  passes  until 
the  article  reaches  the  port  for  exportation  ;  the 
carriage  on  the  raw  material  to  the  place  of  man- 
ufacturing and  of  the  article  to  the  place  of  ex- 
portation; then  the  freight;  the  export  duties^ 
the  insurance ;  the  profit  of  the  exporter  and  im- 
porter in  this  country— ^le  in  the  nature  of  things 
a  bounty  to  the  American  manufacturer,  which 
cannot  iail  after  be  is  fairly  set  on  his  legs  to  be 
ample  encouragement ;.  so  that  whatever  we  may 
do  to  encourage  the,  American  maaufscture,  if  it 
should  be  a  disad  vantage  to  a  part  of  the  com  m  o  nity^ 
need  be  of  no  long  duration.  All  that  is  wanted 
is  for  a  while  to  meet  the  operation  of  theadTSO- 
tage  the  foreign  manufacturer  and  exporter  has 
by  the  superiority  of  capital,  and  by  being  able, 
by  the  use  of  money  at  nve  per  cent,,  for  which 
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Jie  gets  six  here^  to  f^ive  an  nalimited  credit.    All 
that  kiad  of  loffic  laid  down  Id  books  writtea  bf 
meo  who  coald  form  no  idea  of  the  geography , 
climate,  aoil,  and  prodaetions  of  tliia. country,  the 
geniaa,  habits,  ways,  and  waots  of  oar  people,  is 
mere  Doosense.    Too  many  of  their  readers  eo- 
desfor  to  draw  similar  cooclosioas  from  premises 
as  different  as  the  moon  is  from. the  son.    Britain 
exports  the  mine  of  one  hood  red  millions  of  our 
mooey  a  year.    The  friends  of  American  mann- 
faetores  wish  at  most  to  eneonrage  the  manufac- 
turfng  in  this  conn  try,  over  and  aboTe  what  is  now 
done  in  a  domestic  way,  one-fifth  as  mocb  as  is 
maonfaetared  in  Great,  Britain  and  Ireland  for 
their  home  oonsumption  only.    I  am  for  enrich- 
ing  the  nation  by  the  produce  of  the  forest  and 
the  sea'— by   agriculture — by  commerce — ^and  I 
know  that  manufactures  may  be  made  a  source 
of  independence,  of  wealth,  and  of  comfort.    To 
coQTinoe  my  opponents  of  the  absurdity  of  their 
theory,  I  will  contend  against  the  strong  assertion 
of  my  friend  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  EkBNNBOY) 
that  we  have  poor  people  enough  in  this  country 
'^soflieiently  degraded''  to  carry  on  all  the  manu- 
factures we  wanL    I  will  venture  to  use  the  word 
slaves,  a  word  which  too  often  sets  the  House  on 
fire.    No  country  can  boast  of  a  more  abject,  de- 
graded set  of  pebple  than  this,  nor  a  class  more 
fitted  to  do  all  the  drudgery  of  manufactures  than 
oar  blacks.  We  have  a  million  and  a  half  of  them, 
their  subsistence  does  not  cost  their  owners  on^ 
fifth  as  much  as  an  equal  number  of  the  most 
miserable  mannfacHirers  and  their  families  io  the 
British  isles  cost  themselves  or  their  masters. 
Without  intending  any  reflection  on  slavehold- 
ers— for  I  have  the  dishonor,  as  some  may  jnstly 
thiok  it,  and  the  honor,  as  some  others  consider 
it,  of  being  a  slaveholder  myself— I  must  be  al- 
lowed to  pursue  this  subject  in  my  own  plain  way  i 
and  if  I  show  the  fallacy  of  the  position  so  firmly 
relied  on  by  my  friend  from  North  Carolina  (Mr. 
Kcnnbot)  I  shall  do  away  another  great  objection 
to  the  (Government's  encouraging  manufactures, 
namely,  that  the  agricultural  people  of  the  South 
are  to  be  taxed  for  the  benefit  ol  the  manufacturing 
people  of  the  North. 

What  ^an  there  be  in  the  nature  of  thiM^  to 
prevent  the  employment  of  a  small  share  of  the 
grown  slaven.  and  a  great  share  of  the  growing 
ones,  in  ma  nufactures  ?  Those  properly  educated 
and  managed  wonld  not  only  produce  a  suffi- 
ciency for  the  Southern  and  Western  States,  of 
hemp  and  cotton,  hut  they  wonld  be  able  to  supply 
the  Northern  States  with  those  articles  in  return 
for  tbeir  manufactures,  to  that  degree  that  the 
balance  of  trade  between  the  different  parts  of 
the  nation  will  be  very  immaterial.  I  say;  sir, 
there  is  nothing  but  pride,  a  perverse  bias,  preju* 
diccL  apathy,  and  indolence,  to  prevent  the  great 
gooa  which  the  manufacturing  system,  on  a  mod* 
eraie  scale,  would  do  this  natioU)  and  more  nar- 
ticulariy  the  Southern  and  Western  part  ot  it. 
It  cannot  be  asserted  in  the  face  of  experience 
that  the  black  people  in  this  country  are  by  na- 
ture incapable  of  being  taught  to  spin  and  weave, 
and  to  do  ihe  ordinarp  business  of  manufacturing 


h^mp  and  cotton.    The  labor  and  the  manufae*^ 
ture  of  cordage,  and  hempen  cloth,  which  is  now^ 
verv considerable  in  the  Western  country,and  car- 
ried 00  to  advantage,  is  wholly  done  by  black  peo* 
pie.    if  I  am  rightly  informed,  paper-making  is 
carried  on  wholly  by  black  people,  m  some  of  the 
States.    The  making  of  iron  is  in  many  places 
wholly  carried  on  by  black  people.    I  have  seen 
an  iron  furnace  in  blast  within  a  short  distance 
from  this  place,  where  everything  was  in  the  best 
order,  all  carried  on  to  the  best  advantage,  and  ^ 
wholly  by  blacks.  That  the  African  race  are  capa* 
ble  by  nature  of  becoming  useful  hands  in  facto-^ 
ries,  where  almost  all  our  necessaries  may  be- 
made,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  I  know  some  who  arr 
good  blacksmiths,  nailers,  masons,  tailors,  shoe* 
makers,  carpenters,  joiners,  ropemakers,  weavers, 
and  tanners ;  and  why  is  it  that  they  may  not  be 
made  to^answer  every  purpose  in  manufacturing? 
I  know  not.    8oppc»e  one-eighth  of  the  grown 
slaves  from  six  years  old  to  sixteen,  in  this  nation ; 
were  to  be  devoted  to  manufactures— <agricultnv^ 
would  scarcely  feel  the  loss ;  for  the  negroes  be- 
tween six  and  sixteen,  save  those  that  are  em- 
ployed  in  and  about  their  masters  and  overs^raP 
houses,  are  of  little  or  no  use.  They  are  not  count- 
ed on  until  they  are  old  enough  to  put  into  the 
crops  (as  the  eipression  is.)    ft  cannot  be  said,  as 
it  may  be  of  white  children,  that  they  are  wanted 
to  go  to  school.    No,  sir,  our  policy  forbids  ^v- 
ing  education  to  slaves,  as  by  enlarging  the  mind 
their  condition  "would  be  less  tolem  ble.    Well, 
sir,  this  trifling  diminution  in  agricultural  pur^ 
suits  would  give  at  least  one  hoi^red  and  eightv 
thousand  hands  to  mann&ctnres — cheaper  feoi 
cheaper  clothed,  and  easier  paid  than  an^  such 
a  number  of  manufacturers  on  earth  ;  and  it  can* 
not  be  said,  sir,  chat  it  would  cost  more  to  over- 
see those  hands  in  their  labor  than  it  now  does. 
Once  taught  their  duty,  there  would  be  less  cost 
in  overseeing  them,  as,  they  being  drawn  into 
a  narrow  space  to  do  their  labor^  the  overseer 
could  have  more  of  them  at  one  time  under  his 
eye.  This  might  have  a  tendency  also  to  amelior- 
ate the  condition  of  the  slave  by  inducing  the 
master  in  many  instances  to  become  the  overseer 
himself,  and,  by  realizing  in  his  view  the  value  of 
his  slave,  he  would  incline  to  dispense  with  the 
cruelty  of  the  overseer. 

£  think  we  may  calculate  that  each  of  those 
manufacturers  wonld  from  our  own  raw  material 
produce  at  least  one  hundred  dollars'  worth  of 
goods.  This  would  amount  to  the  immense  sum 
of  $18,000,000,  the  bulk  of  which  they  would  be 
ready  tochao^  with  their  Northern  and  Eastern 
neighbors  for  tbeir  manufactures, or  to  export; 
and  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  tells  vou 
that  cotton  yam  has  already  been  exporieo  to 
profit.  How  muchsoever  I  am  opposed  to  in- 
creasing the  duties  indiscriminately,  and  however 
much  I  dislike  the  other  provisions  of  the  bill  un- 
der consideration,  1  hope  that  I  may  in  some  sub- 
sequent stage  of  the  discussion  oonoe  at  my  ob- 
ject in  a  way  more  to  my  mind.  I  shall  not  give 
a  vote  that  would,  by  striking  out  the  section,  de- 
stroy that  opportunity.    I  will  vote  for  the  fifty 
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•jser  cent,  iaerease  of  duty,  reservingr  to  nyMtf  tbe 
right  of  voting  against'  tbfi  bill,  tf  it  shonld  not 
'bdfere  its  passage  approach  nearer  to  my  mind 
than  it  now  does. 

Mr.  Li  VERM  ORB  said  be  bad  not  entertaim^ 
•an  idea  that  at  this  period  of  the  session  it  would 
bave  been  endeavored  to  enforce  the  non*inter- 
^course,  or  bring  it  forward  in  a  different  garb.  This 
•amendment,  said  he,  is  a  non-intercoarse  in  a  new 
•sbApe.  To  be  sure,  it  is  not  intended  to  be  so 
-kmple  as  tbe  other ;  we  are  allowed  to  send  ves* 
eels  to  Great  Britain  and  France,  if  indeed  any 
person  would  send  a  vessel  to  the  latter  place, 
'i^hich  be  knows  will  not  return  again.  In  return 
for  our  produce  sect  to  any  part  of  the  globe,  we 
do  not-  bring,  money,  but  articles  in  exchange. 
The  question  is, can  these  articles  be  brought  back^ 
under  the  operation  of  this  law  ?  These  articles 
are  already  dntied  so  hiehj  that  tlieywill  not 
bear  the  addition,  which,  although  it  do  not  dou- 
ble the  duties,  is  so-  high  that  i  will  venture  to 
say  very  little  of  them  will  find  their  way  info 
the  United  States,  in  the  regular  course  of  busi- 
ness. What  will  be  the  operation  of  the  law? 
It  will  introduce  a  syMem  of  smuggling  which 
cannot  be  guarded  against.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
'  repeat  all  the  arguments  against  such  a  system. 
They  must  be  fresh  in  gentlemen's  minds.  -It 
aeems  to  me  that  the  attempt  to  introduce  this 
aystem  now  is  like  a  drowning  man  catching  at 
straws;  it  proceeds  from  that  pride  of  opinion 
which  will  not  permit  gentlemen  to  give  up  a  sys- 
tem acknowledged  to  be  injurious.  They  munt 
have  a  substitute,  i  was  in  hopes,  sir,  that  the  tor^ 
pedo  experiment  would  have  satisfied  them,  but 
DOW  I  perceive  this  fifty  per  cent,  duly  is  the  pro- 
ject, f he  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Bbtbcrt)  has  made  a  learned  and  elegant  speech 
on  the  propriety  of  fostering  manufactures.  The 
answer  to  this  speech  has  been  anticipated.  If 
the  manufacture  of  any  article  be  not  fostered 
by  the  present  duty,  it  follows,  of  course,  that  it 
would  not  be  beneficial  to  the  country  that  that 
article  should  be  manufactured;  If  the  duty  at 
present  in  existence,  be  not  encouragement  enough, 
the  time  and  capital  of  our  citizens  should  be  em- 
ployed to  other  purposes  than  manufacturing.  I 
do  not  sit  here  to  give  a  bounty  to  a  particular 
city.  We  know  that  the  city  of  Philadelphia  is 
a  great  manufacturing  city,  and  that  a  great  pro- 
portion of  Its  inhabitants  are  manufacturers.  No 
doubt,  therefore,  the  gientleman  is  interested  in 
the  promotion  of  the  manufacturing  interest. 
Whatever  is  reasonable  for  that  purpose,  I  would 
agree  to;  hut  it  is  unreasonable  to  ask  burdens 
to  be  laid  on  different  ]Mirts  of  the  community  to 
assist  those  employed  in  manufactures.  If  the 
bounty  already  given  by  the  duties  on  imported 
goods  be  not  sufficient,  it  follows  that  labor  and 
capital  would  be  hetter  employed  in  agricultural 
pursuits. 

An  intention  is  avowed  to  have  something  to 
operate  as  a  coercive  measure  on  Great  Britain 
or  France,  the  operation  of  which,  whenever  they 
revoke  their  eaicts,  is  to  cease.  If  we  can  do 
anything  to  induce  one  nation  to. give  u|>,  and  to 


operate'  to  the  punishment  of  tbe  other,  it  is  not 
ia  this  way.  If  we  are  to  wage  any  kind  of  vir- 
fare,  it  must  be  a  different  kind  from  tbis.  If  the 
law  raav  be  evaded,  what  benefit  is  to  be  derired 
from  it  i  Gk>od8  the  growth  or  manufaeiore  of 
Great  Britain  or  France  may  be  imported  sots 
to  pass  under  the  denomination  of  toe  prodoea 
of  other  countries.  There  is  nothing  in  this  syt- 
tem  which  would  operate  (to  use  the  laogQigeof 
bank;lnf^  gentlemen)  as  a  bonus  to  the  belligeresu 
to  rescind  their  orders.  In  the  exclusion  of  their 
armed  vessels,  there  is  nothing  coercive  to  either 
nation,  oertaioly  not  to  Enghind,  who  has  sock 
valuable  harbors  for  her  vessels  in  the  Northern 
provinces.  It  is  possible  it  might  have  some  oper- 
ation on  France ;  hut  as  France  has  lost  her  colo- 
nies,  there  is  no  fear  of  her  sending  vessels  to  then 
seas.  To  take  off  the  interdiction  of  their  anord 
vessels,  therefore,  would  not  operate  as  an  is- 
docementto  either  to  revoke  its  edicts.  This 
measure,  then,  without  operating  on  our  eaemies, 
will  only  be  a  counterpart  of  tbe  embargo  and 
non-intercourse,  and  operate  exclusively  to  tbe 
ruin  of  our  piurn  citizens. 

This  provision,  if  adopted,  besides  beisg  in- 
politic,  will  be  manifestly  unjust.  Vessels  vill 
come  in  here  freighted  with  French  and  British 
^oods,  and  will  be  liable  to  the  duty  without  fatr- 
log  any  previous  knowledge  of  k.  When  i  per- 
son orders  goods  under  an  idea  of  having  to  pif 
a  certain  dnty^  it  is  wrong  to  compel  him  topsf 
mote. 

Mr.  L.  said,  this  would  be  a  tax  on  oor  citi- 
zens, though  in  the  end  therevmiaewoaldsotbe 
benefited  by  it.  It  would  introdoee  smafg^isg 
and  demoralize  the  peo{>le  of  tbe  United  States. 
There  never  had  been,  since  the  world  begtn,  so 
much  duty  collected  with  so  m«ch  honesty  as 
that  of  the  United  States  had  heretofore  bees^ 
before  this  abominable  system  of  commercial  re- 
strictions had  commenced.  Smuggling  had  bees 
deemed  dishonorafote  $  there  had  been  very  fev 
cases  even  of  suspicioat^  It  was  now  qnitethe 
contrary.  Large  quantities  of  goods  were  now 
imported,  on  which  it  was  evident  that  daties 
bad  never  been  paid. 

Mr.  L.  also  deprecated  this  mode  of  legislating 
by  reviving  the  sections  of  an  act  about  to  expire. 
Why  were  not  the  sections  repeated  at  length 
and  spread  on  the  statute  book,  if  to  be  eaaeted. 
that  they  might  be  distinctly  understood  f 

He  said  he  was  against  the  amendment  ia 
principle  ;  it  was  nothing  hoc  a  cootinuatiDO  of 
the  non -intercourse  and  embargo  policy,  dressed 
up  in  a  new  garb. 

Mr.'  Kbt  said  that  the  amendment  offered  hy 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  did  not  meet  bi$ 
approbation.  It  went  to  increase  the  present  do- 
ties  greatly  too  much  to  answer  any  poi«ible  good 
as  a  fiscal  measure,  as  an  encouragement  to  mas- 
ufactures,  or  as  a  coercive  Aieasure  to  indace  tbe 
belligerents  to  recede  from  their  orders  or  decrees. 
In  whatever  view  it  was  coasidered,  he  hoped  tbe 
House  would  not  agree  to  it. 

With  a  view  to  encouraging  manu fhctore^  said 
he,  the  iaerease  Is  too  great.    I  am  a  friead  to 
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manafactares,  and  would  have  them  proi^ress, 

firipcLSSu,  Willi  agriculture  and  comtnerce,  but 
would  never  foster  one  in  a  hotbed  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  other.  It  is  asked  why,  being  the 
growers  of  raw  materials,  we  sboula  send  them 
abroad  to  be  manufactured?  I  answer,  because 
we  have  land  to  cultivate,  and  agriculture  is  more 
congenial  to  the  habits  of  our  people  than  man- 
ufactares.  Where  there  is  such  a  superabun- 
dance of  population  that  land  is  not  to  be  had  on 
reasooable  terms,  there  the  people  are  obliged  to 
manufacture.  Our  land  is  superabundant;  and 
we  are  either  satisfied  with  rough  manufactures, 
or  sell  our  produce,  ot  exchange  it  for  manufac- 
tures of  other  countries,  rather  than  enter  exten- 
sively into  manufacturing  establishments.  On 
some  parts  of  the  community  this  tax  would  not 
bear  heavily,  but  on  others  it  wouId<  I  cannot 
a^ree  to  tax  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Virffinia, 
for  instance,  where  there  are  comparatively  no 
manufacturiDg  establishments,  fifty  per  cent,  on 
the  amount  of  the  present  duties,  to  encourage 
the  manufactures  of  any  particular  portion  of 
the  commuDiry.  Who  gets  the  vast  bonum  of 
this  July?  1  can  show  you  a  small  portion  of 
our  citizens,  who,  by  the  operation  of  this  law, 
will  pocket  at  least  six  millions  of  dollars.  I 
speak  of  the  great  moneyed  capitalists — the  im- 
porting merchants.  By  the  reports  of  the  Secre- 
tary 0?  the  Treasury,  it  will  apoear  that  in  the 
year  1807  the  clear  net  duty  collected  from  im- 
posts amounted  to  sixteen  millions  of  dollars.  In 
1808,  it  was  ten  millions  of  dollars.  If  gentle- 
men will  tarn  to  this  document,  they  will  find 
that  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  amount  of 
sixteen  millions  of  net  duty  was  paid  on  articles 
imported  from  Bogland.  Scotland,  Ireland,  Isle 
of  Man,  and  their  dependencies,  and  from  France 
about  one-tenth.  The  same  ratio  will  hold  good 
as  to  any  given  quantity  of  articles  on  which  du- 
ties have  been  collected.  Owing  to  the  embargo 
aod  non-intercourse  systems,  ana  the  encourage- 
ment given  by  them  to  smuggling,  connected 
with  the  high  duties  already  existing,  our  reve- 
nue from  imposts  has  diminished,  but  upon  the 
whole  amount  of  imported  goods  now  on  hand, 
you  give  the  merchant  a  profit  equal  to  the  in- 
crease of  duty  which  you  ena6t.  You  put  all 
the  difference  between  the  duties  as  they  now 
exist,  and  as  they  are  proposed  to  be  Increased, 
into  the  handaof  the  holders  of  foreign  products. 
I  cannot  consent  to  tax  the  agriculturist  so  enor- 
inously,  to  make  a  few  moneyed  capitalists  more 
rich  than  they  are.  There  is  not  a  plainer  prop- 
osition than  that,  supposing  a  year's  supply  in  the 
country,  the  law  will  operate,  not  to  put  five  mil- 
lions into  the  Treasury,  bat  into  tne  hands  of 
these  merchants.  No  one  who  Itnows  anything 
of  the  quantity  of  goods  on  hand  in  the  country 
can  doubt  it.  There  are  commercial  gentlemen 
in  the  House  capable  of  giving  the  information.  1 
ask  them  to  say  whether  they  6o  not,  in  their  con- 
science, believe  that  all  the  articles  in  the  coun- 
try which  have  not  paid  thid  duty  Will  be  rated 
and  sold  as  though  thev  had ;  or,  by  being  sold 
for  less  thin  the  goods  hereafter  Jo  be  imported, 


whether  ah  exclusive  monopoly  will  not  be  glveti 
to  them  over  those  whose  goods  have  not  yet  ar- 
rived ?  The  man  who  imports  and  pays  fifty  per 
cent,  additional  duty,  will  either  be  shut  out  of  the 
market  because  he  cannot  sell  so  low  as  the  other, 
or  the  man  who  has  ^oods  on  hand  must  make  an 
additional  profit  on  bis  goods,  equal  to  fifty  per 
cent,  on  the  present  duties. 

In  this  Bouse,  then,  are  the  representatives  of 
the  landed  interest  of  this  country  prepared  to 
gi^ve  this  bonum  to  merchants  and  manufactu- 
reVs?  No,  sir  j  under  God,  I  hope  the  agricultu- 
ral interest  will  be  the  first  protected,  as  thev  are 
the  shield  of  the  country,  and  will  be  its  defence 
when  war  comefs.  ,  Then  you  would  look  to  the 
hardy  sons  of  the  soil  as  a  different  class,  in  point 
of  virtue,  feeling,  and  principle,  from  those  whom . 
this  law  would  benefit.  You  would  never  look 
to  men  and  boys  in  workshops  for  that  virtue  and 
spirit  In  defence  that  you  would  justly  expeet 
from  the  yeomanry  of  the  country;  Upon  this 
ground,  I  never  can  consent  to  make  a  sacrifice 
of  their  rights  by  passing  a  law  which  shall  im- 
pose upon  them  so  unequal  a  burckn,  whilst  we 
have  a  world,  almost,  of  territory  undisposed  of. 
While  our  landri  are  cheap,  let  us  settle  them,  and, 
Without  taxing  other  parts  of  the  community  for 
the  purpose,  give  every  proper  encouragement  to 
such  manufactures  as  our  situation  demands.  In 
this  point  of  view,  I  am  decidedly  opposed  to  the 
amendment. 

In  a  fiscal  point  of  view,  will  it  enrich  our 
Treasury?  No,  sir;  of  all  the  delicate  opera- 
tions on  earthy  it  is  one  of  the  nicest  to  say  how 
far  an  article  is  properly  dutiable,  so  as  to  seoure 
a  collection  of  tne  revenue.  Although  the  duty 
will  be  ffreater,  I  believe  the  revenue  will  be  less. 
A  small  duty,  without  smuggling,  is  always  th^ 
best.  tJndef  the  late  system,  smugglinp;  was 
greatly  increased.  If  we  look  to  our  frontier,  We 
shall  see,  from  the  head  of  the  lakes  to  the  mouth 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  innumerable  points  frotn 
which  we  were  inundated  with  prohibited  arti- 
cles. Do  gentlemen  expect  that  the  people  of 
the  country  will  refuse  to  adroit  these  goods? 
Experience  shows  that  the;[  will  not.  The  prac- 
tice of  the  last  two  centuries  will  testify  to  the 
contrary.  We  know  that  in  a  free  government, 
unless  laws  are  niade  to  suit  the  genius  of  the 
people,  they  will  not  enforce  them.  Although 
they  do  not  oppose  them  with  a  strong  hand,  they 
will  connive  at  their  violation.  Hence,  during 
the  embargo,  notwithstanding  the  laws  prohibit- 
ing it,  we  find  articles  were  poured  into  this 
country.  The  non-intercourse  law  has,  also,  been 
daily  evaded.  When  last  in  Baltimore,  I  was 
told  that  it  was  no  difficult  thing  to  make  a  con- 
tract for  a  cargo  of  prohibited  goods  to  be  depos- 
ited at  any  given  point  ia  Boston,  Philadephia, 
or  Baltimore.  All  that  was  required  in  snch 
cases  for  the  trouble  or  risk  in  the  transaction 
was  a  small  premium.  The  same  consequence 
will  ensue  wnenever  the  duties  arc  so  high  as  to 
give  encouragement  tp  smuggling. 

Another  thing,  sir.    The  revenue!  will  not  only 
be  impaired  by  smuggling  if  the  amendment  pass 


1907 


HI8T0RT  OF  C0NORB6B. 


1908 


H.  ofR. 


Chmmercial  IiUercouvBt. 


Apbil,  1810. 


ioto  a  law,  but  will,  ia  trath,  be  dimioisbed  in 
another  point  of  view,  viz :  by  a  less  coDsumptioD 
of  the  articles  liable  to  duty  \  for  you  may  raise 
the  duty  so  high  as  to  depress  the  receipt  al  the 
custom-hou^e,  by  reducing  the  consumption  of 
imported  goods.  The  combined  influence  of  a 
diminished  consumption,  and  of  siouggling,  will 
depress  jour  revenue  to  almost  nothing. 

As  a  nscal  measure,  then,  the  proposed  amend- 
ment is  not  a  wise  one ;  as  a  measure  taxing  the 
agricultural  interest  for  the  support  of  manufac- 
tures, it  is  not  wise;  as  a  measure  of  resisian<;e 
to  the  belligerent  edicts,  it  is  worse  tbau  nothing, 
for  it  has  not  been  contended  that  it  would  be 
more  powerful  than  the  measures  heretofore 
adopted  for  the  same  purpose. 

I  nave  been  pleased  to  near  the  observations  of 
a  gentleman  frQm  New  York.  He  is  for  sup- 
porting commerce  by  a  navy,  and  in  that  respect 
IS  directly  in  opposition  to  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Seybert,)  who  supports  the 
maxim  of  the  King  of  Prussia,  that  it  is  not 
worth  while  to  attempt  to  protect  commerce 
without  a  hundred  ships  of  war.  Without  co>  ! 
inciding  in  that  opinion,  I  believe  that  every  hon- 1 
orable  man,  however  warm  his  feelings  in  defence 
of  his  country,  must  believe  that  with  an  empty 
Treasury,  and  without  instruments,  and  even  if 
we  had  ten  times  as  large  an  Army  and  Navy  as 
we  have  at  present,  it  would  not  be  competent 
for  us  to  force  those  maritime  Powers  who  have 
in  force  orders  and  decrees  affecting  our  com- 
merce, to  do  us  the  justice  we  conceive  ourselves 
entitled  to.  Our  subm ission,  as  it  has  been  called, 
to  the  decrees  and.  orders,  was  a  submission  which 
we  could  neither  command  nor  control.  These 
edicts  of  the  belligereois  were,  in  one  respect, 
like  the  dispensations  of  Providence ;  we  were 
incapable  of  resisting  them.  But,  on  that.ac- 
couiit,  I  never  deemed  a  vote  against  measures  of 
hostility  as  in  any  degree  abandoning  our  rights. 
Far  from  it ;  for,  it  would  6nly  have  been  a  vain 
cost  of  treasure,  and  a  lavish  expense,  oi  theliest 
blood  of  the  countrv,  without  any  good.  This 
state  of  things  should  induce  us  to  endeavor  in 
the  best  manner  we  could  to  support  ourselves  at 
home,  and  acquire  funds  in  the  Treasury,  by 
leaving  our  merchants  to  carry  on  such  com- 
merce as  is  in  their  power.  I  am  sure,  sir — for 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky  is  a 
high-minded  man^  and  I  know  bis  zeal  for  his 
country — that  he  does  fiot  consider  this  as  a 
measure  of  resistance  to  the  orders  and  decrees. 
On  the  contrary,  it  appears  to  me  a  measure 
compromittiog  honor  for  money,  and  saving  our 
honor  by  filling  the  Treasury. 

Sir,  I  do  not  profess  to  be  capable  of  advising 

S roper  measures ;  but,  when  measures  are  brought 
efore  the  House,  I  feel  it  my  bounden  duty  to 
express  my  sense  on  their  tendency.  1  think  this 
fiftv  per  cent,  additional  duty  on  imported  goods 
will  not  increase  our  reveuue;  it  will  not,  in  any 
degree,  better  our  situation;  it  will  operate,  at 
the  cost  of  the  Treasury,  as  a  bonum  to  our  mer- 
chants who  have  imported  goods  on  hand,  and  it 
will  operate  on  agriculturists  for  the  purpose  of^ 


raising  in  a  hotbed  the  manufacturing  interest, 
which,  though  I  wish  to  foster  it,  I  cannot  coo- 
sent  to  encourage  to  the  substantial  injury  of  the 
agricultural  interest  of  the  country. 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for,  so  as 
to  take  the  question  first  on  striking  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Bagon  rose  merely  to  say  that  he  shooM 
vote  against  striking  out  the  section,  though  not 
unfriendly  to  the  amendments  proposed,  because 
he  believed  they  would  be  equally  applicable  to 
the  bill  If  the  section  was  retained  as  if  it  was 
struck  out. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  first  section 
was  negatived,  52  to  43. 

Mr.  JoBNBO!!  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  the  sections  he  had  moved  before. 

Mr.  J.  said  if  be  could  have  voted  for  the  bill 
now  under  consideration,  he  should  not  have 
troubled  the  Committee  with  these  ameodioents. 
amendments  justified  by  existing  circumstances 
and  founded  on  correct  principles.  They  pro- 
vide, 1st.  For  the  exclusion  of  British  and  French 
armed  vessels  from  the  use  of  our  harbors  and  wa- 
ters; denying  to  their  crews  the  hospitalities  and 
comforts  of  our  country ;  vesting  the  President 
with  power,  by  proclamation,  to  remove  such  re- 
strictipns  in  favor  of  the  Power  who  shall  so 
modify  its  anti-neutral  edicts  as  to  exempt  our 
commerce  from  embarrassment.  2d.  To  add  fifty 
per  centum  upon  the  present  duties,  as  it  respects 
the  goods,  wares,  ana  merchandise,  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufactures  of  Great  Britain  aod 
France,  their  colonies  and  dependencies;  with 
the  express  condition  that  such  duties  shall  cease 
and  determine  at  the  end  of  three  mooths  from 
such  time  as  either  Power  may  cease  to  violate 
the  neutral  rights  of  the  United  Suies,  bui  to  be 
enforced  as  to  the  nation  continuing  to  make  ai^- 
gressions  upon  the  commercial  rights  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  3d.  To  authorize  the  Presideou  in 
case  of  arrangement  with  France  or  Qreat  Brit- 
ain, to  revive  the  non-importation  part  of  the 
non-intereourse  against  the  Power  refusing  to 
modify  its  decrees  violating  our  neutral  rights. 
4th.  To  strike  out  that  part  of  the  bill  which  re- 
peals the  non-intercourse. 

These  amendments  are  not  complicated.  They 
are  easy  of  comprehension.  They  assume  hon- 
orable ground,  which  we  can  maintain,  despite  of 
foreign  enemies  or  domestic  opposition;  a  sys- 
tem not  to  terminate  with  the  end  of  the  aext 
session,  like  our  other  restrictive  measures,  which 
we  have  been  compelled  to  abandon.  No,  sir; 
bottomed  upon  American  principles,  and  anima- 
ted with  a  spirit  of  resentment,  these  restrictions 
are  to  continue  as  long  as  the  unjust  decrees  of 
the  belligerents.  It  is  a  system  of  retaliatioa 
against  the  two  warring  Powers,  who  have  disre- 
garded the  sacced  character  of  our  neutrality.  A 
preference  is  given  to  friendly  Powers  and  their 
commerce  by  additional  duties  of  fifty  per  cent. 
as  to  France  and  Great  Britain ;  and  a  proper 
discrimination  is  made  in  our  commercial  inter- 
course with  hostile  and  friendly  Powers,  by  ex- 
cluding thepublic  armed  vessels  of  Great  Britain 
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afld  Fraoee,  and  admiuiag  others.  The  waotoB 
vioJations  of  our  rights  justify,  and  call  imperi- 
ously for  this  distinction.  The  exclusion  of  their 
armed  vessels  will  save  us  the  mortification  of 
seeing  cor  citizens  murdered,  and  our  commerce 
interrupted  in  the  sight  of  our  own  shores. 

This  discriminatiog  duty  pf  fifty  per  cent,  will 
produce  tbe  most  salutary  consequences.  It  will 
encourage  internal  improvements  and  domestic 
maoufactures,  give  a  spirit  to  enterprise,  and 
bring  money  into  the  Treasury^  to  discharge  the 
lebt  of  the  Revolution.  It  will  encourage  the 
commerce  of  friendly  Powers,  excite  their  confi- 
ience,  and  secure  their  friendship ;  it  will  evince 
)up  justice,  our  firmness,  and  our  moderation ;  it 
Rrili  make  us  independent  of  the  markets  qf  Na- 
)oleon  and  the  Kmg  of  England,  who»e  enmity 
iannot  easily  be  destroyed.  French  brandy,  silks, 
ind  wines,  and  British  manufactures,  will  find  a 
imited  market  in  the  United  States.  This  regu- 
aiion  will  lessen  the  importation  from  Qreat 
Briuin  and  France,  and  will  beget  habits  of 
^coQOiny,  a  ad  destroy  those  ancient  ties  of  com- 
nerce  which  threaten  to  enslave  us.  So  long  as 
P*raneeand  Great  Britain  believe  that  we  arede- 
)endeot  upon  them  for  a  market,  or  their  goods, 
0  looe  will  they  ioiult  the  honor  of  our  flag,  and 
rampTe  upon  the  rights  of  this  nation.'  We  must 
lODTince  them  of  their  error,  and  they  will  recip- 
oeate  our  friendly  disposition,  and  seek  our  com- 
aerce  upon  reciprocal  principles.  We  know  we 
ire  independent  of  foreign  nations,  and  the  world 
oust  be  taught  to  know  it.  Without  this  belief, 
he  friend&hip  of  despots  is  not  worth  possessing. 
We  were  not  sent  to  this  place  to  barter  away 
be  nation's  rights,  but  to  maintain  them  at  the 
lazard  of  blood  and  treasure.  These  restrictions 
tn  be  enforced  without  armies  and  navies,  and 
is  ibe  plunder  of  our  commerce  is  the  only  in- 
iucement  now  for  France  and  Great  Britain  to 
oDiinue  their  unjust  pretensions,  these  duties, 
vill  injure  vitally  the  interests  of  both  nations, 
kt  it  seems  to  me  that  every  measure  will  be 
pposed  which  is  calculated  to  resent  the  wrongs 
f  foreign  nations,  until  complete  abandonment 
)f  our  rights  will  be  the  inevitable  consequence. 
Nothing  will  do  that  has  been  proposed,  and  noth- 
Dg  that  can  in  human  wisdom  be  proposed.  And 
hould  this  be  the  temper  of  the  House  at  this, 
larming  crisis  1  Sometimes  the  measure  is  to 
perate  upon  ourselves;  at  other  times,  its  opera- 
ion  upon  foreign  nations  is  to  produce  revolu- 
00,  and  terrifies  us  to  death.  We  can  bear 
otbiog  ;  we  can  sufier  nothipg.  Have  we  lost 
ur  love  of  glory  and  freedom  7  H»ve  we  lost 
ur  firmness?  Have  we  boasted  of  our  wisdom, 
ur  patriotism  in  vain?  How.  can  I  meet  rov 
^Uow-citizens  and  say  that  Congress  have  yielo- 
d  up  iheir  rights  to  France  and  Great  Britain  ? 
lave  we  lost  confidence  in  the  people  ?  I  hope 
ot.  The  people  are  firm,  and  we  have  nothing 
)  fear.  It  is  objected  that  this  additional  duty 
rill  produce  habits  of  smuggling.  The  fifty  per 
ent.  upon  the  present  duties  maOKes  seven-and-a- 
all  per  cent,  ad  valorem  duty,  and  fifty  per  cent. 
0  the  specific  duty.    The  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 


ury has  recommended  to  the  Committee  oC  Ways 
and  Means  five  per  cent,  on  ad  valorem  duties, 
and  thirty-three-and-a-third  per  cent,  on  specific 
duties  upon  the  commerce  of' all  nations,  as  with- 
out any  danger  of  smugslingi  with  a  view  to  rev- 
enue.  This  duty  is  coonned  to  France  and  Great 
JBritain,  leaving  importations  from  other  coun- 
tries upon  the  present  establishment.  I  appre* 
bend,  therefore,  no  danger  from  smuggling.  Up- 
on light  articles,  such  as  lace  for  insuince,  the 
imposts  will,  under  any  duty,  be  evaded  occasion- 
ally* This  cannot  always  be  prevented  or  de- 
tected ;  and  the  evasion  of  the  law  may  take 
{ilace  in  our  seaports  notwithstanding  the  vifl- 
ance  of  the  revenue  ol&cers..  But  upon  the 
great  subject  of  impost,  the  articles  which  yield 
the  revenue,  the  duty  can  be  enforced,  and  will 
be  operative  upon  importations  from  Great  Brit- 
ain and  France. , 

If  this  smuggliiig  be  carried  on,  it  must  be 
through  the  medium  of  the  Canadas  and  the 
Floridas ;  and  this  circuitous  trade  could  not  be 
carried  on  with  any  profit  over  the  bona  fide 
trader,  provided  there  was  no  risk  of  detection 
and  forfeiture.  To  save  seven-and-a-half  per 
cent,  ad  valorem,  the  smuggler  must  incur  the 
expenses  of  a  circuitous  tradie  by  land  and  water. 
He  must  land  his  goods  in  Canada,  under  all  the 
disadvantages  of  its  commercial  situation,  com- 
pared with  the  fair  trade  saiiioff  into  New  York 
or  Boston;  and,  after  lai)ding,  ne  most  carry  his 
heavy  articles,  such  as  sugar,  rum^  cloths,  dbc.,  to 
a  distant  market  for  sale.  He  mus^  run  the  risk 
of  detection,  and  the  penalties  of  the  law,  and 
the  dishonor  attached  to  this  clandestine  traffic. 
With  these  difficulties,  would  the  seven-and-a« 
half  per  cent,  ad  valorem  duties  furnish  sufficient 
inducement  to  evade  tbe  law  7  There  would  be 
much  difficulty  in  preventing  the  exportation  of 

J^oods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  on  account  of  the 
acilfties  of  evasion  arising  from  the  aid  which 
bad  men  would  give  to  each  other  in  their  com- 
binations. But  the  difficulties  of  smuggling  into 
the  United  States,  even  under  a  total  non-impor- 
tation, would  be  very  great,  owing  to  the  vigi- 
lanoe  of  our  officers  and  our  great  distance  from 
those  countries  which  furnish  us  with  importa^ 
tions.  The  smuggling,  of  which  complaint  is 
made,  has  arisen  from  the  system  of  non-inter- 
course to  which  we  have  been  driveh  by  the  con- 
duct of  foreign  nations,  and  which  will  not  be 
tbe  case. under  the  operation  of  additional  duties. 
In  a  zeal  to  oppose  the  amendment,  false  invoices 
have  been  mentioned  as  a  practice  that  would  re- 
sult to  evade  the  revenue  laws.  This  practice  of 
swindling  the  Government  of  its  revenue  by  a 
false  invoice  has  prevailed,  and  no  doubta  proper 
remedy  will  be  suggested  at  tbe  next  smion  to 
suppress  it.  But  this  act  of  evasion,  arising  from 
a  defect  in  the  sydtem  of  revenue  laws,  and  from 
the  great  desire  of  gain,  which  has  weakened  the 
moral  and  poliiicsil  obligations  of  the  citizens^ 
will  find  the  came  inducements  under  the  present 
duties,  as  after  the  addition  is  made.  Nothing 
will  prevent  this  but  a  fear  of  detection,  or  the 
entire  repeal  of  your  revenue  laws.    I  call  the 
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attention  of  this  House  fo  the  historf  of  Bng^ 
land.  I  have  examined  this  part  of  it,  and  find 
the  example  in  point.  The  aa  valorem  duties  in 
Great  Britain  are  thirty-three-and-a-third  per 
cent.,  as  a  permanent  system  of  revenue,  and  the 
practice  of  smugorling  does  not  defeat  llie  reve- 
nue. Every  facuity  is  afforded  to  the  smuggler 
iQ  Boffland  by  regular  establishments,  and  in  the 
United  States  there  are  none  such;  the  reverse  is 
the  fkct — nor  can  such  establishments  exist,  sep- 
arated as  we  are  from  the  Old  World.  Look  to 
the  Eoj^lish  side  of  the  British  Channel.  From 
Lands  End" and  Portsmouth  up  to  Qravesend,  a 
coast  of  three  hundred  miles  is  presented ;  and 
on  the  European  side,  from  Brest  to  Amsterdam, 
we  have  a  contiguous  coast  of  five  hundred  mrlea. 
From  these  opposite  coasts,  a  fast  sailing  smug- 
gling  vessel  ihay  run  in  a  few  hours,  in  spite  of 
the  movement  of  revenue  cutters.  Add  to  this 
circumstance  the  number  of  islands  which  afford 
facilities  to  this  clandestine  traffic.  It  isivid  we 
cannot  distinguish  goods  of  French  and  British 
origin  from  those  of  the  nations  not  subjected  to 
additional  duties.  Take  any  port  as. to  Ameri- 
can commerce,  and  try  the  experiment.  Can  the 
English  merchant  purchase  Irish  linens  at  Ton- 
ningen,  and  impose  them  upon  us  as  neutral 
tfoo^s?  And,  if  he  could,  would  not  this  expe- 
dient cost  him  more  than  the  fifty  per  cent,  on 
the  present  duty— that  is,  seven-and-a-half  per 
eent.  ad  valorem?  We  have  been  told  that  this 
Will  be  taxing  the  |>eople.  If  it  be  a  tax,  it  is  a 
voluntary  one.  It  is  paid  by  the  rich  and  the 
wealthy,  who  choose  to  clothe  themselves  in  for- 
eign wares ;  it  is  paid  by  those  who  are  best  able 
to  pay  it.  In  this  case  you  do  not  send  your  fed- 
eral officer  to  the  cottage  of  the  poor  man  with 
a' wife  and  children,  to  take  his  last  cow  to  sell, 
or  to  put  him  in  jail.  The  hand  of  oppression 
is  not  felt  by  this  duty.  Your  merchant  pays  it 
to  the  Treasury,  and  if  the  farmer  voluntarily 
purchases  the  merchant's  goods,  he  indirectly 
nelps  to  pay  the  duty.  A  member  from  Mary- 
land has  spoken  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  as  fer- 
tile, and  mora  able  to  bear  this  duty  than  the  other 
sections  of  the  United  States.  Every  part  of  the 
Union  has  its  advantages  and  disadvantages,  and. 
perhaps,  no  measure  of  Congress  can  act  precisely 
equally  on  all  the  States^  but  I  can  assnre  that 
gentleman  I  do  not  make  the  calculation  of  profit 
and  loss  as  rt  respects  the  people  of  Kentucky, 
when  their  rights  and  honor  are  at  stake.  No, 
air;  they  are  witling  to  bear  and  suder  everything 
for  the  sake  of  that  freedom  which  they  enjoy. 
But  I  can  also  assure  the  member  from  Mary- 
land that  he  is  mistaken  if  he  supposes  the  peo- 
ple of  Kentucky  do  iiot  suffer  in  common  with 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  consequence 
of  the  measures  of  Congress,  passed  with  a  view 
fo  countervail  the  restrictions  imposed  upon  our 
lawful  commerce  by  the  two  great  belligerents  of 
Europe.  The  people  of  Kentucky  are  industri- 
ous, and  they  delight  in  times  like  these  to  clothe 
themselves  in  domestic  manufactures;  in  what 
we  call,  in  common  parlance,  homespun.  They 
meet  in  this  ornament,  to  celebrate  with  the  sen- 


timents of  freemen  the  anniversary  of  onr  iod^ 
pendence.  But  they  have  their  caKco«s,iQdtlieir 
silks  also,  which  tbej'  can,  and  do  put  oo,  vkea 
it  suits  them;  and  in  thhi  way  they  contribute  to 
pay  revenue  to  the  exchequer  of  the  UbM 
States.  The  distresses  of  the  farmers  are  neo- 
tioned,  and  per  centum  calculations  made  is  lo 
their  losses  and  privations.  I  am  not  aequiintel 
with  that  language  in  Kentucky.  I  havelistntd 
to  members  on  the  subject  of  mercantile  eopi4- 
ity,  but,  until  this  session,  I  have  never  beir^ 
members  declaim  upon  agricoltnral  copiditf. 
And  has  it  come  to  this  ?  Shall  we  forget  m 
injustice  of  foreign  enemies,  and  calculate  the 
loss  we  are  to  sustain  by  a  vtndieatioa  ofoer 
rights?  I  have,  heretofore,  been  interested  vith 
the  pleasant  theme  of  the  farmer's  virtues,  kb 
patriotism,  and  bis  valur ;  bnt  now,  I  hearof  hii 
cotton  upon  his  hands,  his  tobacco  in  bis  wtr^ 
boose,  and  his  flotn  spoiling.  I  will  not  iodolge 
sentiments  so  derogatory  to  the  character  of  tkt 
agriculturists.  Such  sentiments  do  them  ik 
greatest  injustice.  (Gentlemen  are  much  sQ^ 
prised  at  these  amendments.  It  was  expected 
we  had  given  up  the  restrictive  sjrstem.  I  la 
sorry  to  astonish  the  members  of  this  Hoose  ba 
I  hope  it  will  be  distinctly  understood  tbtt  I 
never  have,  and  that  I  never  will  reliaqnishi 
system  which  is  calculated  to  avenge  the  rie- 
kted  rights  of  this  much  injured  coaotry.  We 
have  been  laughed  out  of  some  mcasores,  we 
have  been  alarmed  otK  of  others ;  bat  I  eanoot 
be  operated  upon  by  eitb«r  of  these  motires.  1 
will  not  relinqnish  the  ground  we  hare  taken  no- 
less  I  discover  in  it  radical  defects.  la  such 
event,  I  would  gain  wisdom  by  experience,  sad 
commence  a  new  system,  more  certain  of  socceff. 
I  have  noticed  aiteotively  the  passing  er eats, 
the  surrounding  diflScnlties,  thfe  dmreoee  of  opia- 
ion  as  to  the  measures  best  calculated  for  the 
timesk  I  have  listened  to  the  various  sentimeots 
of  the  most  experienced  members,  and  it  is  aot* 
veraally  agreed  by  all,  that  we  cannot  abapdoa 
the  opposition  which  we  have  made  to  the  iajo- 
ries  or  Prance  and  Great  Britain ;  that  we  must 
persevere  in  some  honorable  course  of  measures; 
something  must  be  done.  Under  these  eoBnde^ 
ations,  I  have  ever  been  willing  to  accomnodite, 
and  meet  in  Union  to  vindicate  our  injured  n^ts. 
I  have,  on  all  occasions,  given  up  my  first  wisbes 
rather  than  disseminate  the  seeds  of  disooioB, 
but  I  now  begin  to  see  that  all  is  in  Taio,  tod 
sUbtniaeioD  must  come,  unless  we  take  these 
amendments  and  adopt  the  bill.  I  will  meet  op- 
en any  ground  but  the  abandonment  of  onr  rights. 
That  I  never  will  do  for  an  earthly  power  or  eon- 
8idei^ation«  I  have  always  been  willing  to  c(N|- 
linue  commercial  restrictions,  or  use  the  force  oi 
the  nation  to  avenge  our  wrongs.  I  see  oo  otbtf 
course — there  can  be  no  other.  1  hare  alw^ 
endeavored  to  get  the  strongest  measures,  bat  de- 
termined to  vote  for  the  weakest  rather  tbtt;  to 
do  nothing,  or  distract  the  Councils  of  the  Usjm- 
With  this 'disposition,  we  can  meet  upoa  booor- 
able  ground,  and  that  ground  is  now  offers. 
This  Government  is  founded  on  the  ftrtue,  tbe 
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a&tioD,  and  the  patriotism  of  tbe  p^ple.  So 
long  as  yoQ  sare  the  national  honor,  under  such 
imperious  difficulties,  they  will  be  satisfied.-^ 
They  hafe  given  evidence  of  this  disposition. 
But,  let  us  separate  with  naked  sobtalseioQ  to 
the  decrees  of  France  and  Great  Bntain,4ind  the 
people  wXl  rise  in  their  Just  indignation,  and  de- 
clare Ds  unworthy  of  tk^  sacred  trust  comuiitted 
to  oitf  charge.  They  nevei' will  sufier  a  foreign 
Power  to  regqlata  their  commercEt  tod  pie? eat 
them  from  carrying  our  native  predaceto  mar 
kct  agreeable lo  the  laws  of  oationa  and  of  teaaon. 
Mr.  Sbspfey  opfnied  th%  nmendnient. 
Mr.  Bov^  spoioe  ia  reply. 
Messrs.  Dana  and  Livcbmohb  spoke  against 
the  ameodment* 

And  a  diviaioB  of  the  qoeatinn  being  eallerf  for, 
the  first  section  proposed  as  an  amendment  (going 
to  eootioue  the  exclusion  of  foreign  armed  vea  ■ 
acis  from  our  waters)  waa  agreed  to  by  the  Com- 
mittee—yeas 63. 

Mr.  Vam  Hobn  moved  to  strike  oat  of  theaeo- 
ond  section  proposed,  the  words,  ^  as  to  allowance 
of  drawback."     He  aaid  be  had  no  idea,  after  the 
people  had^been  taxed  nearly  double  of  the  prea- 
•at  duties,  of  admitting  foreign  ffoods,  |o  be  re- 
exported after  a  payment  of  only  tEree  and  a  half 
per  caot.  daty.    It  would  be  a  premium  to  for- 
eign manafactures  over  our  own. 
The  motion  was  lost,  ayes  14. 
The  second  section  was  then  agreed,  to  ayes  59i» 
Mr.  BAOozf  moved  to  amend  the  nnt  seetton 
of  the  bin  (which  rapeofothe  third  seetion  of  the 
aoa-iptercoarae  law)  by  striking  oat  the  wcvda 
^the  third  section  of  the." 

This  motioa  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Pitkin  on 
the  ground  of  the  alleged  absuraity  of  repuilmg 
I  Jaw,  and  at  the  same  time  ra-eaoeltiig'  the  two 
Srat  aeetiooa  and  subjecting  4he  whole  to  rerivAl 
PB  the  proalaonalion  of  the  President. 

Mr.  Bacon  defended  his  maiioh,  and  showed 
the  necessity  of  giving  a  power  to  the  President 
loreviTe  the  ^n4ntereourse  system  in  relation 
to  the  belliaerent  not  revoking  ita  ediet»--a  ne- 
eeBsitjr  reanltiog  from  laws  parsed  by  Oongreaa, 
n^mm^  the  President  to  make  certain  offera  to 
the  belbgereata,  wbich,  if  agreed  to,  could  not 
becaiTted  into  effect  unless  this  proyiston  wns 
agreed  to.> 

Mr.  PiTKiM  replied  that  with  respect  to  any 
overture  made  to  either  bellicerent,  or  as  to  any 
treaty  in  contemplation,  tke  l£>u&e  had  no  know- 
ledge, the  President  not  having  give n^  them- such 
ioformatieii.  He  was  opposed  entirely  to  giving 
power  to  the  President  to  revive  a  law. 

Mr.  LiTKRMOBB  said  as  the  proposed  amende 
meot  went  to  the  total  repeal  of  the  non-inter- 
course, distinct  from  any  condition  annexed  to  it, 
be  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
The  amendment  waa  agreed  to— ayes  61. 
Other  Terbai  amendments  having  been  agreed 
to,  the  Coaamittee  rose  and  reported  (he  bill  as 
amended. 
Mr.MiLNoa  moved  toadjourn — ayes  43^  noes  51. 
Mr.  duiMoy  moved  that  the  bill  lie  on  the  ta- 
ble, for  tits  purpose  of  having  it  printed. 


This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Van 
HpBif,  Key,  CIoinct,  and  Livermore,  on  the 
grounds  that  they  could  not  understand  the  amend- 
ments ;  thai  this  precipitation  of  business  was  un- 
dignified apd  dan^erovf ;  and  they  claimed  as  a 
right  to  have  the  bill  printed  for  inspection  before 
they  decided  on  it. 

Meases.  Qbolbon  and  JoniraoN  oppoped  it. 
Tbey  said  they  felt  every  disposition  to  aocoaa* 
modate  gaatiemea  in  their  wishes;  bat  the  House 
acted  under  imperious  eireamstances,  for  if  the 
passage  of  the  bill  was  delayed  beyond  to-morrow, 
It  was  im^ssible  that  the  Senate  should  act  on  it 
before  the  time  fixed  for  adjournment.  They  ap- 
pealed totheir  friends,  under  these  circumstances, 
not  to  consent  to  delay. 

The  following  aref  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
ftiotion  that  the  bill  lie  on  the  table : 

Tx AS— Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  John 
Campbell,  William  Chamberlin,  Bpaphroditus  uham- 
pion,  Matthew  Clay,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 

g>rt,  jun.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Jonathan  Pisk, 
avid  B.  Garland,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Benjamin  How- 
ard* Riehard  Jaekaoa>  jantor,  Robert  Jenkins,  Williaaa 
Kannady, '  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker, 
Joseph  Learis»  jumor,  Edward  dt.  Loe  Livermore, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marioa,  Viacent  Matthewa» 
Afchihald  McBiyde,  Pleasant  M.  MUler,  Wm.  MUnor, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Gordon  8. 
Mumford»  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjanun  Pickman,  Jan., 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  jo^iab  Quincv, 
John  Mea  of  Tennessee,  Daniel  Shefty,  John  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford.  James  Stephenson, 
Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Be^iamin  TaJlmadgey 
Jabes  Upbam,  Archibald  Yaii  Horn,  Kiliian  ^  Van 
Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Exekiel  Whitman,  and 
Jsmes  Wilson — 53. 

Nats— WiUis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Aadeison,  Eaekiel 
Baoi^,  David  Bard,  Borwell  fiassett,  WiUiam  W. 
Bibb»  Adam  Boyd»  John  Brown,  William  A.  BarweU, 
William  BuUfir,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  Clopton,  How* 
ell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  Orchard  Cook,  James  Coif, 
WiUiam  Ciawford,  Riehard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  J9- 
seph  Desha,  Meshack  Franklin,  BarzUlai  Gannatt, 
Qidapn  GaidlMT*  Thomas  Gholson,  Petosson  Goodwyp, 
James  HoUand,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Job^on, 
John  Love,  AavoB  Lyla,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander 
McKim,  Jo^  Moatgonieiy,  Nicholaa  R*  Moore,  Jere* 
miah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas'  Newton,  John 
Nicholson,  John  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvaniat* 
Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastns  Root,  Ebene-x 
zer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw>  Dennis  Smek,  John  Smilie, 
George  Smith,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tra- 
cy, Charles  Turner,  junior,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert 
Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  Robert  Witherspoon— 59. 

The  first  and  second  amendments  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  were  then  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

The  third  amendment  being  tl^en  read,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

.  **  And  be  it  fiarther  maetedj  That  the  two  tot 
■actions  of  an  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  interdict  the 
commercial  interooorse  between  the  United  States  and 
Ghreat  Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies,  and 
for  other  p«xpose%'  be^  and  th«  same  are  hereby^revir- 
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ed,  and  chall,  from  the  pasnige  of  thli  act>  have  full 
force  and  effect. 

^And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  an  addition  of  fifty  per  cent.  shaU 
be  made  to  the  duties  now  imposed  by  law  on  the  im- 
portation of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  in  respect  to 
all  goods,  wares»  and  merdiandise,  the  growth,  prodnee, 
or  mann&ctare,  of  any  of  the  dominions,  colonies,  or 
dependencies,  of  either  Great  Britain  or  France,  or  im- 
ported from  any  of  the  said  dominions,  oobnies,  or  do* 
pendencies ;  which  additional  daty  shall  be  leYied  and 
collected  in  the  same  manner,  under  the  same  reguli- 
(ion  and  allowance  aa  to  drawbacks,  mode  of  ^securi^, 
and  time  of  payment,  reepqctively,  aa  are  alre&d^  pro- 
scribed by  law,  in  relation  to  the  duties  now  in  force 
on  the  importation  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise.*' 

A  division  of  the  question  on  the  said  amend- 
laent  was  called  for  by  Mr.  Lton,  the  division  to 
take  place  after  the  word  ^^  effect :"  and  the  rame 
being  taken  oa  the  first  member  thereof,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Van  Horn, 
and  the  question  being  put,  to  amend  theeecond 
member  of  the  third  ameodmeat,  by  striking  out 
the  words  ''  and  aUowance  cu  to  drawbacka^"  and 
It  was  determined  in  the  ne&paiive-^ayes  25. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurriug  id 
the  second  member  of  the  said  amendment,  and 
resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  59.  nays  22,  as 
follows : 

YsAB — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson,  Eze- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Baseett,  Adam  Boyd, 
John  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler, 
Joseph  Calhoun,  John  Clopton,  Orchard  Cook.  James 
Cox,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson, 
Joseph  Desha,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Gid- 
eon Gardner,  Thomas  Gholeon,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Huny, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  John  Love,  Matthew  Lyon,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Pleasant  M. 
Miller,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nich- 
olson, John  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane, 
firastos  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Ebenexer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samael  Shaw,  John 
dmilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  John  Taylor,  Uri 
Tracy,  Charlee  Turner,  junior,  Robert  Weakley,  Rob- 
ert Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  Roibert  Witherspoon. 

Nats— WilUam  W.  Bibb,  Matthew  Clay,  HoweU 
Cobb,  James  Cochran,  David  S.  Garland,  Nathaniel  A. 
Haven,  William  Kennedy,  Philip  B»  Key,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Marion,  Wm.  Milnor,  Thos«  Moore, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Benjamin 
Pickman,  jun.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Daniel  ShefTey,  Richard  Staixford,  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
Ezekiel  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

An  amendment  authorizing  a  suspension  of  the 
restrictions  as  to  the  nation  revoking  its  unlaw- 
ful edicts,  was  concurred  in  without  opposition. 

Mr.  Mumford  said  he  was  opposed  to  the 
amendments.  They  would  however  be  useless 
'indeed-  if  there  was  no  commerce  on  which  the 
duty  could  operate ;  and  this  he  feared  would  be 
the  ease  soon,  unless  some  measure  was  adopted, 
for  at  one  fell  swoop  twenty-five  sail  had  been  ta- 
ken within  sixty  days  past  at  and  near  St,  Sebas- 


tian. Without  further  preamble,  he  moved  the 
following  section  as  an  amendment,  to  which,  if 
agreed  to,  he  would  add  the  details  necessarf  to 
carry  it  into  effect : 

<*  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  merdunt 
vessels  of  the  United  States  owned  wholly  by  t  dtseo 
or  citizens  thereof,  laden  wholly  with  articles  of  the 
growth  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  owned 
wholly  by  a  citiaen  or  dcisens  thereof,  navigated  whoQf 
by  citisans  of  the  United  States,  not  having  on  bond 
articles  contraband  of  war,  and  boond  to  any  port « 
place  not  actoaUy  invested,  with  wfaiefa  intenooM 
shall  be  prohibited  by  the  deoreos  or  <Mden  of  the  Go?- 
ernment  of  any  Power  whatever,  alialft  be  entitlid  Id 
protection  by  convoy." . 

Mr.  Marion  asked  for  informatioii  whether  this 
swoop  was  made  on  the  merchaDtmen  at  sea  or 
in  port  1  If  in  port,  he  said  he  should  be  glad  if 
the  gentleman  would  inform  him  whether,  if  tbej 
had  been  convoyed,*  they  would  have  esciDed 
seizure  7  if.  after  being  convoyed  to  a  port,  thef 
were  not  sate,  it  would  be  a  great  reasoa  agaiatt 
going  to  the  expense  of  convoying. 

Mr.  MuMPORD  replied  that  the  greatest  part  of 
the  vessels  had  been  taken  entering  the  harbor  of 
St.  Sebastian,  some  by  boats,  some  by  privateen 
— some  were  taken  possessioa  of  immediatelf 
aft^r  their,  arrival.  Had  they  been  convoyed,  n 
that  the  nature  of  the  property  could  bare  beea 
ascertained  with  certainty,  he  Mieved  they  would 
not  have  been  seized. 

Mr.  Fisk  regretted,  that  he  could  not  vote  for 
the  proposition,  beicauae  it  was  too  indefinite;  be- 
cause it  would  be  merely  nominal,  as,  if  oorNavy 
was  increased  four-fold,  it  could  not  be  competent 
to  the  object ;  because  he  did  not  wish  to  embar- 
rass the  bill  by  any  distinct  propositioDs,  nor  to 
add  one  which  would  defeat  the  bill ;  becaase,  if 
at  this  late  hour  of  the  session  it  was  deiermiaed 
to  employ  arms  to  enforce  our  rig^bla  on  the  oecaa, 
he  wished  it  to  be  dtme  in  a  more  aerioas  maooer 
than  that  proposed. 

Mr.  DanA,  adverting  to  a  distinction  made  in 
some  late  admiralty  decisions  between  veseli 
sailing  under  convoy  and  under  proteetioo,  be- 
cause in  the  former  case  the  merebaat  vessels 
were  compellable  to  sail  under  the  direction  of 
the  armed  vessel,  and  in  the  latter  case  had  their 
option  how  far  they  would  proceed  under  prote^ 
tion,  suggested  to  the  gentleman  the  propriety  of 
modifying  his  motion,  so  as  to  read  ^^nay  be  pro* 
tected  by  the  public  armed  vessels  of  the  United 
States  against  unlawful  searches  or  seizure." 

Mr.  Mumford  declined  varying  his  motion. 

Mr.  OHOLaoit  was  desirous  of  postponing  the 
amendment,  but  Could  not  get  at  his  object. 

Mr.  PiCKMAif  said  no  one  could  be  more  de- 
sirous than  himself,  if  it  was  in  our  power,  to  pro- 
tect our  commerce  against  the  illegal  acu  of  iof 
nation ;  but  it  would  be  as  idle  to  atteinpt  tocoo- 
voy  our  trade  against  the  thousand  ships  Briuio 
has  in  commission,  as  to  convoy  them  to  Frasee 
with  a  view  to  resistitig  illegal  seizure  sod  deien- 
tioo  by  that  Power  in  her  own  ports. 

Mr.  Dana  objected  to  the  amendment,  becansc 
of.  the  Tagneneai  of  the  terms  in  which  it  w 
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couched.  It  aaihorized  the  cod  voy  of  trade,  with- 
oat  specifying  whether  od  land  or  on  water. 
Whatever  miffht  be  the  ease  with  these  smaller 
rehicles  called  gonboats,  he  said  it  was  not  usual 
for  the  frigates  to  undertake  to  travel  by  land. 

The  amendment  was  negatired — yeaus  18,  nays 
73  as  follows : 

Ykas — William  Anderson,  Burwell  Banett,  Wil- 
liun  A.  BnrwelU  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
DIopton,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas  Oholson,  Benja- 
nin  Howard,  John  Montgonery,  Thomas  Moore,  Gur« 
km  S.  Momlbid,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Porter,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Eraatus  Root,  John  Thompson,  and 
Siekiel  Whitman. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  junior,  David  Bard,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  John 
irown,  William  Batl'er,  Epaphroditus  Champion, 
lowell  Cobb,  James  Coehran,  James  Cok,  WiUiam 
)rawfi)rd,  Bichard  Cutta,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John 
)tveaport,  jnn.,  John  Dawaon,  Joseph  Desha,  James 
Smott,  Jonathan  Fisk»  MeahaclfL  Franklin,  Gideon 
rardner,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  William  Hal^,  Daniel 
leister,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hu%,  Robert  Jenkins, 
tichard  M.  Johnaon,  William  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key, 
Sdward  St.  hoe  Livermore,  Matthew  Lyon,  Aaron 
jylct  Robert  Marion,  Archibald  McBmie,  Samuel 
fcKee,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jere- 
liah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Benjamin  Pickmaa,  Jan., 
*imothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy, 
ohn  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Matthias  Richards,  John 
toane,  Ebenezor  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenexer 
esver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Dennis  Smelt, 
ohn  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry 
outhard,  Richard  Stanford,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel 
*Bggart,  Benjamin  Talhnadge,  John  Taylor,  ITri 
*racy,  George  M. Troop,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Jabez 
ipham,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensse- 
ler,  Robert  Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton,  James  WiUmn, 
iehard  Winn,  and  Robert  Witheiapoon. 

Mr.  LiTERHOB.E  wished  to  make  a  motion  that 
le  bill  should  not  take  effect  nor  be  in  force  till 
je day  of  —  next. 

The  Speaker  informed  Mr.  LrvERMOirB  that 

was  not  in  order,  as  the  House  had  agreed  to  a 
action  which  contained  within  itself  a  provision 
lat  it  should  go  into  operation  from  and  after 
ie  panage  qf  thiit  act. 

Mr.  LivBRMORB  then  moved  the  following  as 
n  amendment  to  the  bill : 

"  Procidtd,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  con- 
med  to  allow  the  recovery  of  any  penalty  or  forfeit- 
re  by  reawn  of  the  Proclamation  Of  the  President  of 
le  United  States  bearing  date  the  9th  of  August, 
309,  or  the  corresponding  instructions  issued  under 
te  direction  of  the  Presdent  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
reaaury  of  the  same  date  as  communicated  to  Con* 
'ess  with  the  Mesaage  of  the  President  at  the  com* 
encement  of  the  present  sessioB. 

Mr.  LivBRMORfi  said  that  the  amendment  he 
ad  introduced  was  to  prevent  the  embarassments 
'bich  might  arise  to  the  citizens  from  prosecu- 
ons  for  penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  under 
1  apprehension  that  the  nouMntercoorae  act  had 
;eB  in  foree  since  the  28th  of  June,  as  regarded 
e  dominions  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  the  cir- 
liar  letter  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of 
1 19th  of  Aagtiat  last,  and  the  proelamation  of 


the  President  of  the  same  date,  were  warhinted 
by  law.  If,  said  he,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  circular 
letter  and  proclamation  I  have  mentioned  were 
not  warranted  by  law,  and  the  non-intercourse 
baa  not  been  so  in  force,  if  is  proper  a  proviso  of 
this  nature  should  be  annexed  to  the  second  sec- 
tion to  prevent  further  difficulty  and  embarrass- 
oaent  arising  to  the  people. 

It  is  intended  by  the  bill  before  us  to  repeal 
the  act  of  June,  which  revived  part  of  the  act  of 
March,  commonly  called  the  non-intercourae,  so 
that  its  operation  shall  immediately  cease,  except 
as  to  the  recovery  of  forfeitures  and  penalties  io- 
earred  under  ft;  and  as  the  non-Intercourse  is 
now,  and  has  been,  since  the  passage  of  the  act, 
in  force  as  respects  France  and  her  dependenciea, 
it  is  proper  perhaps  to  keep  in  force  the  act  as  to 
the  recovery  of  such  penalties  and  forfeitures ; 
but  aa  Che  law  (as  I  shall  undertake  to  show)  baa 
not  been  in  force  a$  respects  Qreat  Britain  and 
her  dependencies,  since  the  close  of  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  it  is  proper  so  to  qualify  the 
expressions  of  the  second  section,  about  to  be 
enacted,  as  that  they  may  not  mislead  the  officers 
of  Government,  or  cause  embartaaaments  to  the 
people,  or  that  the  mteaning  of  Googresa  should 
be  misunderstood. 

The  principles  I  advance  are,  that  the  circular 
letter  and  proclamation,  as  respects  this  anbject, 
are  not  warranted  by  law;  and,  as  I  have  under^ 
taken  to  show  it,  and  will  (1  think)  demonstrate 
it  beyond  all  doubt  to  every  gentleman  who  will 
give  me  a  patient  hearing,  I  hope  I  shall  be  in- 
dulged; notwithstaadinff  the  lateness  of  the  hour 
and  the  anxiety  of  jrentlemen  to  divide  upon  the 
question  of  the  passage  of  the  bill  thia  night,  im- 
perfect and  unintelligible  as  it  is. 

It  is  true  the  courts  of  law  will  decide  accord- 
xuz  to  tixeir  own  understanding  as  to  the  point 
whether  tbe  iion-intercoarse  has  been  in  force  as 
respect&jGlreat  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  since 
the  close  of  the  la^t  session ;  but  still,  it  is  our  duty 
to  understand  the  subject  we  are  legislating  upon^ 
and  that  we  should  not  enact  a  principle  which 
is  unjust  in  itself,  and  cannot  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect, aimpiy  because  the  courts  of  law  have  the 
eontrol,  and  teuat  act  immediately  iii  their  deci- 
sions. If  what  I  contend  for  is  correct,  then  the 
literal  operation  of  the  section  under  considera- 
tion is  of  the  description  I  have  mentioned,  and 
the  expression  ou^hc  to  be  qualified.  And  thei^e 
can  be  no  impropriety;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
right  and  proper  to  qoalify  it  in  the  way  1  con- 
tend, and  a  contrary  position  cannot  be  lustiSed 
on  any  sound  principle  of  morality  or  policy.  ^ 

If  there  ts  any  law  to  warrant  tbe  proclamation 
and  circular  letter,  it  must  be  contained  in  the 
acts  of  Congress  of  March  1st.  1809,  called  the 
non-intercourse,  and  of  the  28th  of  June  last, 
which  revived  parts  of  the  non-intercourse  act. 
If  there  is  any  other  act  upon  the  subjiect,  gentle- 
men wbo  may  hold  a  contrary  doctrine  from  that 
which  I  contend  for,  are  called  upon  to  produce 
it;  otherwise  I  shall  take  it  for  granted  that  there 
is  no  pretence  of  any  others.  I  will  consider  the 
act  of  March  in  the  firat  place. 
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The  first  aod  second  saationa  iDterdieC  from  our 
ports  and  barboc^  ail  public  ariii^d  ships  of  either 
Fraoce  or  Great  Britain. 

The  third  section  ioterdicis^  after  the  20th  of 
Mav,  then  next,  the  entrance  into  our  ports  and 
haroors  of  all  vessels  sailing  under  the  flag  of 
Great  Britain  or  France,  or  owned,  in  whole  or 
in  part,  by  their  citizens  or  subjects. 

The  fourth  section  forbids  the  importation, after 
the  20th  of  May,  of  all  merchandise  from  Great 
Britain  or  France)  or  their  dependencies,  or  of 
any  goods,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufactuie 
of  either,  from  any  other  place. 

The  sixth  section  subjects  to  forfeiture  the  res* 
sels,  dbe.,  in  whic'h  prohibited  articles  shall  be  put 
on  board  for  the  purt>ose  of  importation.  The 
ifth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth/ and  tenth  oeetions 
vegulate  th«  carrying  intt^  efieet  the  provisions  of 
the  other  sections.  The  twelfth  seciion  repeals 
the  embargo  laws  after  the  15th  of  the  month,  or 
so  much  as  respects  the  departure  of  vessels  to 
tkty  places,  except  Gkeat  Britain,  France  and 
their  dependencies.  The  thirteenth  requires  giv- 
ing boadft,  &e.\  and  the  nineteenth  section  limits 
the  duration  of  the  act  to  the  end  of  the  then  next 
session  of  Congress,  which  was  io  June  last.  And 
as  the  law  was  to  expire  at  the  end  of  that  ses- 
sion, it  follows  that  any  part  of  it  which  hn  not 
been  revived  and  kept  in  force  by  the  act  of  June, 
itaust  have  ceased  to  operate  upon  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress,  as  much  as  if  it  had  sever 
existed;  and  no  one  will  pretend  that,  if  it  has 
not  been  continued  in  force  by  the  act  of  June,  it 
has  since  been  in  force,  or  that  the  circular  letter 
or  proclamation  could  oe  warranted  by  it.  . 

It  is  necessarry  to  notice  the  provisions  of  the 
eleventh  section  of  the  act,  which  are  as  follows: 

"That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized,  in  case  either  France  or  Great 
Britain  shall  so  revoke  or- modify  her  edicts  as  that 
they  shall  cease  to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the 
United  States,  tb  declare  the  same  by  proelamatioB ; 
after  which  the  trade  of  the  United  Stetes,  suspended 
by  this  act  and  the  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships 
and  vessels  in  die  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  several  acts  supplementary  thereto,  miy 
be  renewed  with  the  nation  so  doing*  And  vespeU 
bound  thereafter  to  any  foreign  port  or  place  with 
which  the  commercial  intercourse  shall,  by  virtue  of 
this  section,  be  again  permitted,  shall  give  bond,  dcc«, 
that  they  shall  not  proceed  to  any  foreign  port,  nor 
trade  with  any  country  other  than  thoee  with  which 
commercial  intercourse  shall  have  been  or  may  be  per- 
mitted by  this  act." 

By  this  section,  upon  a  certain  event,  the  Presi- 
dent was  to  declare  it,  and  the  trade  or  commer- 
cial intercourse  was  to  be  renewed ;  and  vessels 
sailing  were  to  give  bond  enly  "  not  to  proceed  to 
*  any  foreign  port,  nor  trade  with  any  country 
'  other  than  those  with  which  commercial  inier- 
'  course  shall  have  been  or  may  be  permitted."  I 
shall  not  at  this  time  inquire  into  the  legality  or 
correctness  of  the  President's  proceedings  in  rela- 
tion to  making  the  arrangement  with  Mr.  £rskine, 
but  simply  to  what  he  did  and  what  Congress  did, 
in  pursuance  of  the  arr^pg^oient  ifti^de  on  the 


I9th  of  April  last*  The  President  israed  his  proc- 
lamation reciting  ihe  provisions  of  the  eleventh 
section  I  hav«  mentioned,  and  that  the  Hon.  David 
Montague  Erskine  had,  by  the  order  and  in  the 
name  of  his  Sovereign,  declared  to  this  Gk)vera- 
ment  that  the  British  Orders  m  Council  of  Jsdo- 
ary  and  November,  1807,  would  have  been  with- 
drawn, on  the  10th  day  of  June  then  next ;  and 
the  President  proclaimed  the  same,  ''will  hare 

*  been,  withdrawn  on  the  said  lOih  day  of  June, 
'  after  which  the  trade  with  Great  Britain,  sus- 

*  pendod  by  the  act  of  Congress,  and  the  act  laying 

*  aa  embargo,  and  the  spventl  acts  stippUmeatary 
'  thereto,  may  be  renewed."  Conirreita  met  on  the 
324  of  May,  aad  on  the  23d  the  President  sent  a 
message  to  both  Houses;  and  among  either  things 
informed  them  that  the  British  Qoverament  had 
transmitted  to  their  Lofj^tion  pramnonal  insiruc- 
Hont  to  signify  His  Britannic  Majasiy's  willing- 
ness to  withdraw  his  Orders  in  CoanciL  in  the 
persuasion  that  the  iotercouiae  with  Great  Brit- 
ain would  be  renewed  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States. 

'^ These  steps,''  says  he,  "of  the  Bntfsh  Gtovem- 
'  ment  led  to  the  correspondence  and  proclama- 
^  tion  now  laid  before  you,  by  virtue  of  which  the 
'  commerce  between  the  two  countries  will  be 

*  xenewed  after  the  10th  of  June  nexL"  The  Pre- 
sident then  recommended  to  Congress  "the  revi- 

*  sion  of  our  commercial  laws,  proper  to  adapt 

*  them  to  the  arrangement  which  had  taken  place 
^  with  Great  Britain."   What  could  the  Presideat 
mean  by  this  r^ommendation  7    The  whole  sys- 
tem would  expire  at  the  end  of  the  session,  which 
WAS  expected  would  be  very  short.    This  alonr 
eottld  have  been  the  meaniiig:  that  as  the  act  of 
March  waa  temporary,  and  as  Great  Britain  had 
complied  with  the  requisition  of  revoking  ''her 
edicts  violating  our  neutral  commerce,"  and  as 
France  had  not,  there  was  a  propriety  in  continu- 
ing the  non-intercourse,  or  rather  it  was  part  of 
the  coippact  as  to  France,  and  not  as  to  Great 
Britain.    This  was  the  way  Congress  understood 
it ;  indeed,  they  could  understand  it  in  no  other 
Light;  and  legislated  accordingly.    The  supposi- 
tion is  too  absurd  to  entertaiji  for  a  moment,  thai 
the  Presideat  or  Congress  eonceived  the  least 
idea  that  the  non-intercourse  with  Great  Britain 
was  oot  renewable  on  the  10th  of  June,  or  that  it 
had  oot  been  legally  renewed  at  the  time  of  pass- 
ing the  act  to  ainend  and  continue  in  .force  the 
several  sections  of  the  non-intercourse  act  against 
France,  .which  was  passed  the  28th  of  June.    To 
suppose  this  were  possible,  is  to  suppose  the  Pmi- 
deot  the  most  vile,  perfidious  man  that  ever  drew 
the  breath  of  life,  as  well  as  the  greatest  fool — 
perfidious  towards  the  people  of  the  United  Statei 
to  enter  4nto  an  arrangement  which  he  did  not 
know  or  believe  effectual,  and  solemnly  declare 
to  the  world  that  it  was  done,  thereby  to  let  looae 
the  whole  coniraerce  of  the  United  States  to  fro 
where  the  people  pleased,  except  to  France  aad 
her  dependencies,  and  solemnly  to  announce  to 
Congress  that  it  was  done  in  conformity  with  the 
act.    Aod  to  suppose  that  Congress,  in  placing 
any  kind  of  faitb  io  the  President|  or  in  the  legal- 
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itf  of  what  he  had  done,  shoald  hold  up  to  the 
people  their  fall  reliance  upoo  him.  and  the  legal- 
ity of  bis  arraagemebt,  and  proceed  to  pass  ao 
^     act  wherebjr  the  property  of  the  citizens  should 
be  forfeited  and  their  persons  subjected  to  impris- 
oomeotfor  acts  made  crioiinal,  which  they  were 
^    told  by  the  Gore rn men t  were  innocent  and  law- 
;    ful,  is  to  make  Congress  the  most  detestable,  rile, 
wicked  body,  or  composed  of  the  rilest  wretches 
,    tbat  ever  di^igraced  human  nature.  And  yet.  upon 
'    eiaaiiaationj  it  will  be  found  that  this  must  be 
'    the  ease,  if  the  proceedings  since  the  13th  of  Au- 
gost  last,  in  relation  to  this  subject,  have  been 
^   correct.  But  this  case  cannot  be  admitted.   Con- 
^   gress  neither  did  nor  could  Tcnow  anything  of  the 
'    traD&action,  except  what  the  President  had  com- 
'  muoicated  to  them,  and  which  I  have  noticed. 
Congress  supposed  the  dispute  with  Great  Brit- 
ain was  settled  and  rightfully  done,  and  passed 
the  act  of  the  28th  of  June,  in  conformity. 

It  is  well  IcooWQ  to  every  lawyer,  and  it  must 
beadmKted  by  every  man  of  any  understanding, 
that  alt  words  and  sentiments  of  a  doubtful  or 
'  equivooal  meaniog.  must  receive  a  construction 
according  to  what  appears  to  have  been  the  un- 
derstaodmg  and  intention  of  the' Le{;islafure; 
otherwise  a  law  might  be  passed  to  punish  a  man 
for  tbat  whieb  was  not  intended  to  be  made  crim« 
iaal,  and  for  an  action  innocent  in  itself,  and  be- 
iiered  so  at  the  time  of  its  commission.  This 
would  be  the  extreme  of  tyranny ;  a  most  dread- 
ful engine  in  the  bands  of  a  tyrant !  But  the 
rerer&e  is  the  fact,  and  the  intention  of  the  Legis- 
liiQre  is  as  much  the  law,  and  binding  on  all 
coQcerned,  as  if  the  provision  Was  so  expressed 
as  to  admit  of  but  one  meaning. 

It  was,  then,  with  this  understanding  that  Con- 
gress, on  the  28th  of  June,  passed  the  act  by 
which  it  was  enacted  that  the  third,  fourth,  fifth, 
siiih,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  eleventh,  sev- 
eateenth,  and  eighteenth,  sections  of  the  act,  enti- 
tled an  act,  &c. — the  act  of  the  first  of  March— 
&hali  continue  in  force  until  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress;    "provided   that   nothing 
'  therein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prohibit 
'  any  trade  or  commercial  intercourse  which  has 
'  been,  or  may  be.  permitted  in  conformity  with 
'  ihe  provisions  of^the  eleventh  section  of  the  said 
'  act." 

A  construetion  must  undoubtedly  be  put  upon 
ibe  worda^  **  which  has  been,  or  may  bej^permit- 
led,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions."  Do  these 
words  merelj  designate  an  act  alone^  or  trade  or 
commercial  intercourse  already  permitted,  which 
the  act  should  not  be  construed  to  prohibit;  or 
an  hypothesis,  if  any  treaty  or  commercial  inter- 
course has  been  legally  and  rightfully  permitted ; 
or,  in  other  words,  in  conformity  with  the  elev- 
enth section,  then  this  act  shall  not  prohibit  it, 
otherwise  it  shall  prohibit  all  trad^  andcommer- 
:ial  interconrse  with  Great  Britain  and  her  de- 
pendencies ? 

Only  one  of  these  constructions  caxi  be  right. 
If  the  latter  is  wrong,  it  follows  that  the  first  is 
the  true  constraction  of  the  act  of  June  last. 

This  proTtso  could  not  relate  to  the  trade  with 
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0*rance.     The  eleventh  section,  which  is  ex- 
pressly continued  in  force,  makes  the  provision 
ibr  that  case.    It  must  relate  wholly  to  Great 
Britain  ;  it  would  be  nonsense  to  endeavor  to  ex- 
tend this  provision  to  anything  else;  and  it  is  too 
self-evident  to  be  denied,  that  this  was  the  inten-. 
tion  of  Congress.    Now,  as  the  intention  of  Con- 
gress, at  the  time  of  passinp;  the  act  of  June,  was 
not  to  prohibit  the  trade  with  Great  Britain,  the 
conclusion  is  irresistible,  that  this  proviso  was 
expressly  intended    to   prevent  the  affirmative 
words  in  the  sections  revived  by  the  act  of  March 
from  operating  to  prohibit  such  trade  and  com- 
mercial intercourse.    I  call  upon  gentlemen  to 
attend  to  this  subject.    I  conceive  it  is  our  bound- 
en  duty  to  do  so,  and  to  understand  it ;  and,  if  it 
should  lead  us  to  the  necessity  of  impeachment,  I 
hope  we  shall  not  shrin'k  from  our  duty.    The 
President  and  Secretary  have  their  conduct  reg- 
ulated and  circumscribed  by  law,  as  well  as  othet' 
men,  which,  in  no  case,  can  they  be  alFowed  to 
transcend.    And,  if  gentlemen  can  answer  my 
arguments,  they  are  called  upon  to  do  so.    It  is 
not  by  a  silent  vote,  or  incessant  calls  for  the 
question.    This  conauct  may  manifest  strength 
of  lungs  and  vivacity, of  disposition,  but  afifords 
very  indifferent  argument  of  refutation.    As  far 
as  1  have  capacity  I  will  endeavor  to  illustrate 
my  meaning  of  the  construction,  which  is  the 
only  true  one  to  be  put  upon  this  law  by  cases 
which  must  exist,  if  it  is  not  the  true  construc- 
tion,and  I  hope  to  render  the  subject  too  plain  to  be 
misunderstood.   In  the  first  place,  if  my  construc- 
tion is  not  correct,  Congress  must  be  made  to  en- 
act a  law  contrary  to  their  intention  and  under- 
standing; for,  if  die  bdief  and  meaning  of  both 
the  President  and  Congress  were  not,  that  the 
difficulties  with  Great  Britain  were  settled,  and 
that  no  la#  Was  tb  be  made  upon  the  subject  as 
regarded  that  country^  then  the  Pres(ident  must 
be  supposed  to  be  gaiHy  of  the  mdst  shocking 
untruths  in  his  proclamation  of  the  19th  of  ApriL 
his  Message  to  Congress  of  the  23d  of  May,  and 
bis  Message  at  the  opening  of  the  present  session  ; 
and  Congress,  if  they  have  not  made  use  of  false 
words,  yet  have  used  false  dealings  with  their  con- 
stituents-^Worse  than  false  words.    How  could 
th0  President  say^  comporting  with  truth,  '*  that 
^  the  en^gement  with  Mr.  Erskine  had,  with 
^  good  faithj  been  carried  into  immediate  execu- 
^  tion  on  the  part  of  the  United  Stotes,"  if  Con- 
gress, Qo  the  28th  of  June  last,  passed  a  law  to 
prohibit  the  intercourse  with  Great  Britain? 

If  it  had'been  apprehended  by  either  the  Pres- 
ident or  Congress  that  there  would  have  been  any 
further  difficulty  with  Great  Britain,  and  that  the 
arrangement  was  not  completed,  how  easy  would 
it  have  been  to  hate  made  a  provision  to  have 
met  the  exigency  of  the  case  which  would  not 
have  worked  an  injury  to  the  people?  For  in- 
stance, if  it  should  be  found  that  the  arrangement 
was  not  entered  into  with  proper  authority,  or  If 
Great  Britain  should  disavow  it,  that  then  the 
President  should  issue  his  proclamation  declaring 
the  fact,  after  which  the  non-intercourse  should 
again  commence ;  aad  Congress  not  having  done 
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anything  of  the  kind,  affords  further  proof  (if  it 
be  necessary  to  prove  a  self-evident  proposition) 
that  this  state  or  things  was  never  contemplated. 

The  case  presents  itself  in  another  point  of 
view.  Suppose  the  arrangement  had  been  dis- 
avowed, would  the  n on- intercourse  have  been  in 
force  against  Great  Britain  ?  To  answer  this  af- 
firmatively would  be  throwing  back  the  charge  of 
perfidy  upon  our  Qovernment  in  a  manner  irre- 
sistible. If  the  question  is  answered  negatively, 
as  it  must  be— and  at  the  same  time  it  is  contend- 
ed, that  having  disavowed  the  arrangement,  it  is 
in  force — then  It  must  follow  that  our  own  Legis- 
lature have  passed  a  law  whose  operation  must 
depend  upon  the  doings  of  a  foreign  Qoverooient, 
and  it  is  made  to  traverse,  like  a  weathercock, 
as  the  wind  shall  happen  to  blow ;  and  our  cit- 
izens may  commit  actions  to-dav,  which  to-mor- 
row become  highly  penal,  and  whereby  they  may, 
by  our  own  laws,  forfeit  all  their  property,  and 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  doings  of  a  foreign 
Government. 

If  the  operation  of  the  proviso  is  made  to  de- 
pend upon  the  fact  of  whether  the  arraoffement 
was  or  was  not  made  in  conformity  with  the  elev- 
enth section,  then  this  paradox  might  exist:  that 
the  arrangement  was  entered  into  without  au- 
thority from  the  Government  of  Great  Britain, 
and  consequently  they  were  not  bound  by  it,  but 
80  far  acquiescing  as  not  to  enforce  their  decrees 
of  November  and  January,  and  yet  our  non-inter- 
course is  enforced  against  her  so  as  to  punish  our 
own  citizens  for  pursuing  their  imaginary  lawful 
commerce !  But  suppose  the  case  to  stand  thus:* 
the  arrangement  was  legally  or  properly  entered 
into,  and  so  acknowledged  at  the  time  of  passing 
Ihe  act  of  June;  but  afterwards  Great  Britain 
would  not  stand  to  the  agreement — could  the  Pres- 
ident by  proclamation  revive  the  law?  I  think 
the  answer  will  be  in  the  negative;  and  yet,  if 
the  doctrine  is  correct  affaiost  which  I  am  con- 
tending, the  answer  niustbe  in  the  affirmative,  for 
our  Government  have  not  conceded  and  do  not 
concede  that  the  arrangement  was  not  made  in  con- 
formity with  the  law,  in  which  case  Great  Brit- 
ain would  not  be  bound  by  it;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, intimate  that  the  disavowal  was  a  breach 
of  faith  on  her  part,  and  in  no  other  way  can  the 
President's  Message  be  understood.  And  the 
same  sentiment  has  been  expressed  by  gentlemen 
on  this  floor.  How  ofteix  have  we  heard  it  re- 
peated, in  the  course  of  the  debate  ujpon  the  joint 
resolution,  "the  perfidy  of  Great  Britain  in  dis- 
avowing the  arrangement."  If  the  arrangement 
was  not  legally  entered  into  by  the  agent  of  that 
Government,  m  virtue  of  his  power  for  the  pur- 
pose, then  there  was  no  perfidy  in  the  disavowal; 
but  if  the  converse  is  true,  that  the  arrangement 
was  legally  made  and  perfidiously  disavowed, 
tnen  it  is  made  to  follow  that  the  President  may 
revive  th&non-intercourse  by  proclamation,  if  it 
is  now  in  force  asainst  Great  Britain. 

But  we  are  told  in  the  Message,  which  cer- 
tainly looks  a  little  contradictory,  **  that  the  event 
'  authorizing  the  renewal  of  commercial  inter- 
^  couise  having  thus  not  taken  place,  it  necessarily 


*  became  a  question  whether  the  act  prohibtting 

*  that  intercourse  was  not  to  be  considered  asre- 

*  maintttg  in  legal  force?    This  question  beiog. 

*  after  due  deliberation,  determined  in  the  affir- 
'  mative,  a  proclamation  to  that  effect  was  issoei" 
Did  the  rresident  mean  by  this  phrase, "  the  event 
not  having  taken  place,"  that  the  British  GoTen- 
ment  were  not  bound  by  the  arrangement  ?  This 
would  make  the  insinuation  in  his  Message  very 
unjust.  His  meaning  must  be  this:  thearrtDge- 
ment  or  agreement  supposed  to  be  law  fully  entered 
into,  being  that  of  the  10th  day  of  June,  the  orders 
of  November  and  January  would  have  been  with- 
draw o.  and  the  British  Government  refusing:  to 
fulfil  the  agreement,  and  this  *  event  not  faaviDg 
taken  place,"  it  became  a  question,  &c.  And  the 
onlv  difference  between  the  case  I  have  supposed 
and  the  case  that  exists  as  operating  upon  this 
question  is  this:  that  in  one  case  the  QoveronieDt 
of  Great  Britain  refused  to  stand  to  theagreemeot 
before  the  time  of  passing  the  law,  but  it  was  not 
known  at  the  time;  in  the  other,  that  the  Got- 
ernment  refused  to  stand  to  the  agreement,  after 
the  passing  of  the  law — consequently,  neither 
event  being  known  at  the  time,  neither  coald 
have  any  operation  upon  the  law  then  passed,  as 
neither  could  influence  the  Legislature  in  piss- 
ing it ;  and  it  follows, part  ro/ione,  that  the  Pres- 
ident has  as  much  authority  in  one  case  as  tke 
other  to  revive  by  proclamatioo.  In  fact  he 
could  have  none  in  either. 

This  opinion  of  the  President  was  formed '' after 
doe  deliberation,^' and  both  acto  were  undoubtedly 
before  him.  If  he  had  read  the  19th  section  of 
the  act  of  March,  it  would  hare  informed  bim 
whether  that  act  could  be  considered  as  "remain- 
ing in  regal  force."  Would  it  have  been  any 
question  with  him  if  the  act  of  June  had  not  beeo 
passed?  I  think  not;  and  yet  from  his  mode 
of  reasoning  it  seems  it  would  have  been  the  case. 
He  says,  '*the  event  not  having  taken  plaee,  the 
question  was  whether  the  act  remained  in  force." 
Had  the  question  have  been  considered  by  him 
in  a  correct  view,  it  surely  never  could  have 
been  a  question  with  him  whether  he  had  beea 
particep9  criminu  in  passing  a  law  to  revive  the 
non-intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  contrary  to 
his  solemn  act  and  agreement  with  the  British 
Ministry;  and  this  we  must  suppose  was  his  ao- 
derstanding  at  the  time  of  its  passage.  Cbaritv 
may  drive  us  to  this  concluaion,  that  the  19(b 
section  was  not  read,  or.  if  read,  not  attended  to; 
but  cbaritv  is  not  to  drive  us  from  a  first  coosid- 
at  ion  and  attention  to  the  people's  rights  and  the 
principles  of  the  Constitution,  which  adroit  of  oo 
excuse  for  an  arbitrary  assumption  of  power,  in 
whatever  shape,  whatever  time,  and  let  who  will 
be  the  person. 

The  only  inquirv  can  be:  Did  the  act  of  Jud« 
instantly,  upon  its  being  passed  and  receiving  the 
sanction  of  the  President,  revive  the  non-iotpf* 
course  a^inst  Great  Britain  ?  for  the  suppositioo 
of  reviving  it  upon  contingency  is  fraught  with 
too  man)r  extravagances  to  admit  of  the  pos^- 
bility  of  its  being  supported.  To  suppose,  tbea. 
that  Congress  could  intend  to  pass  a  law  to  c^ 
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Uospect,  (o  puDisb  the  citizens  who,  under  the 
arraogement  annooneed  bjr  the  President's  proc- 
UmatioO)  and  al^o  in  so  solemn  a  manner  to  Con- 

{rress  io  his  Message,  had  been  parsuing  their 
awfal  commerce  from  the  10th  of  the  month 
until  the  28tb,  is  placing  Congress  in  a  most  in- 
famous tyrannical  point  of  light.    Retrospective 
laws  are  of  all  species  of  tyranny  the  most  odious ; 
xhej  ire  against  our  Constitution,  the  very  ge- 
nius of  our  Government,  and  contrary  to  every 
priocfple  of  right  and  justice.    The  admission  of 
their  existence  supposes  the  source  of  their  origin 
to  hare  been  from  the  most  depraved,  vile,  hor- 
ribie  disposicioo,  fit  only  for  the  breasts  oi  those 
who  have  their  habitation  with  the  damned.  But  a 
thiog  so  contrary  to  theetemal  principles  of  justice 
ought  never  to  be  supposed  to  exist;  and  yet  there 
is  DO  rational  way  of  supporting  the  circular  let- 
ter upon  the  ground  of  legal  atiihority,  except  by 
the  admission  of  this  principle  in  its  full  force, 
or  by  admitting  the  greatest  absurdities,  eontra- 
diciioas,  and  nonsense,  which  I  have  endeavored, 
perhaps  too  faintly,  to  describe.    And  it  takes 
very  little  from  the  turpitude  by  admitting  the 
aet  to  be  prospective  until  Aogust,  when  the 
proc/amation  was  issued;  for  to  suppose  it  to 
nave  been  passed  under  such  deception,  the  in- 
tercourse having  been  permitted  from  the  10th 
of  June,  is  too  abominable  an  imposition  to  admit 
ifaat  Congress  would  be  capable  of  practising. 
CoDgress  gave  an  explanation  of  their  meaning 
io  the  proviso  in  the  3d  section  of  the  act  of  June, 
speaking  of  the  proviso  of  the  11th  section  of  the 
aet  of  March,  thus:  ''in  relation  to  any  nation 
with  which  commercial  intercourse  may  here- 
after be  permitted,"  &c.    The  words  in  the  other 
proviso  are,  "have  been  or  may  be  permitted*" 

The  operation  of  the  act  at  the  time  of  passing 
it  must  be  either  to  revive  or  not  to  revive  the 
prortsioos  of  the  act  of  March  agfinst  Qreat 
Britain.  There  caa  be  no  other  alternative.  If 
they  are  revived,  then  the  consequences  must 
result  which  I  have  shown.  If  they  were  not  re- 
vived, I  ask  from  whence  it  is  the  President  de- 
rived his  authority  to  revive  them  ?  I  could  wish 
gentlemen  to  point  out  the  source.  This  ques- 
tion is  not  altogether  new.  I  have  before  sup- 
ported it  in  debate,  though  I  have  not  gone  so 
largely  into  the  consideration  of  it.  During  the 
session,  an  honorable  gentleman  has  said  that 
there  bad  been  but  one  gentleman  who  had  ad^ 
raoced  the  opinion ;  but  the  su£[gestion  has  been 
made  elsewhere — in  the  Senate  m  particular,  and 
the  fixecutire  must  have  considered  it,  and  from 
ihere  being  no  seizuces  that  1  recollect  to  have 
^eard  of,  I  presume  a  correct  opinion  is  now 
brmed. 

But,  if  a  contrary  doctrine  is  still  held  by  the 
Sxecutive,  they  have  had  full  time  to  furnish 
heir  friends  with  arguments  to  support  it.  .  I 
hould  like  to  hear  the  argument  of  the  learned 
aw  counsellor,  whoever  he  may  have  been,  that 
idvised  to  the  course  taken  in  April  last.  But  if 
here  should  not  be  any  argument  advanced  in 
upport  of  the  doctrin?,  I  shall  take  it  for  granted 
hat  geatlemcQ  are  sensible  none  can  be  adduced. 


From  the  premises  I  have  laid  down,  these 
conclusions  result :  that  the  act  of  March  inter- 
dictingcommercial  intercourse  with  Qreat  Britain, 
beihff  temporary  and  expiring  on  the  28th  of  June, 
the  last  dajr  of  the  session,  lo  which  it  was  ex- 
pressly limited,  is  not  in  force  as  respects  Great 
Britain,  because  it  was  not  revived  by  the  act 
passed  the  28th  of  June,  and  there  has  been  no 
other  lawful  act  to  revive  it. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Livermorb'b 
motion,  and  negatived — ayes  27,  nays  62,  as  fol- 
lows : 

YxAs — James  Breckoniidge,  John  Campbell,  Ep*- 
phroditus  Champion,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 
port, jun.,  WiiUam  £iy,  James  Ernatt,  Thomas  B* 
Gold,  WUliam  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Richard 
Jackson,  junior,  Robert  Jenkins,  Herman  Knickers 
backer,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Matthew  Lyoa, 
Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Joseph  Pear^ 
■on,  Jqsiah  Quincy,  Richard  Stanford,  James  Stephen- 
son, Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Jabes 
Upham,  KiUian  K.  Van  RensSelaer,  Laban  Wheaton» 
and  Ezekiel  Whitman. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Andenon, 
Ezekiel  Baoon,  David  Bard,  Barwell  Bassett,  Adam 
Bfoyd,  John  Brawn,  William  A.  Bnrwelt,  WUliam  But. 
ler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,,  Jaa. 
Cochran,  James  Cox,  William  Crawford,  Rich'd  Cutta* 
John  Dawaon,  Joseph  Desha,  Meshaek  Franklin^ 
BaraiUai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  Gholsony 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  James  Holland,  Benjamin  How- 
ard, Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  Ken- 
nedy, Philip  B.  Key,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Robert 
Marion,  Samuel  McKee,  William  Milnor,  John  Mon^ 
gomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gor- 
don S.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  John  Nicholson,  John 
Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root» 
Ebenezer  Ssge,  Thomas  Sammons,  Adam  Seybert» 
Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
Smilte,  George  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
John  Tayfor,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Robert  Weakley, 
Robert  Whitehill,  James  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Mr.  Lyon  moved  that  the  bill  as  amended  be 
printed. 

This  motion  being  out  of  order  whilst  the  ques- 
tion for  engrossing  was  pending — 

A  motion  was  again  made  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table,  which  was  supported  by  gentlemen 
who  declared  themselves  utterly  nnable  to  under- 
stand it. 

The  motion  was  negatived — yeas  41,  nays,  00, 
as  follows : 

YaAS — James  Breckenridgc,  John  Campbell,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champion,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  junior,  William 
Ely,  James  Emott,  David  S.  Garland,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Benjamin  How- 
ard, Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Robert  Jenkins,  Philip  B. 
Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Edward  St.  Loe  Liver- 
more,  Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Mat- 
thews, Archibald  McBryde,  Wflliam  Milnor,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  janibr,  Timothy  Pitkm, 
junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  JosiahQuincy,  Daniel  Shefiby, 
Ssmuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  James  Stephenson, 
Jacob  Swoope,  Benjamin Talhnadge,  John  Thompson,. 
Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  La* 
ban  Wheatott,  Eidoel  Whitman,  and  James  Wilaon. 
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Nats— WUlia  Alston,  jQnior,  William  Andtnoa, 
Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burweli  Baasett,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  William  A.  Bar- 
well,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoan,  John  Clopton, 
Howell  Cobb,  James  Cox,  William  Crawford,  Richard 
Cults,  John  bawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Jonathan  Fiak, 
Meshsck  Franklin,  Baizillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  James  Holland, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  Kennedy, 
John  LoTe,  Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Pleasant  M. 
IIBler,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  MoOre,  Jeremiah 
MdiTow,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  John 
NichoUon,  John  Porter,  John  Rea  of  PenosyWania, 
Jolm  Rhea  of  Tekinessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John 
Boane,  Brastus  Root,  Ebenexer  Sage,  Thomas  gam- 
mons, Ebeneaer  Sealer,  Adain  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
D«nnls  Smelt,  John  Smilie^  George  Smith,  Henry 
SoiMhard,  John  Taylor,  Uri  Tracy*  Charles  Turner, 
jiwiot,  Robert  Wealcley,  Robert  Whitehill,  Richard 
Winn,  and  Robert  Wi^erspoon. 

The  reading  of  the  bill  as  ameoded  was  called 
for;  but  it  was  said  that  the  bill  had  been  seal  lo 
the  Clerk's  office  to  be  engrossed. 

It  was  said  by  sereral  members, a  1900 gst  whom 
Wjexe  Messrs.  dnufcV,  Key,  Djjia,  WsBArcoM) 
and  others,  that  it  was  inaidimissiUe  to  eoffross  a 
bill.  bef(ffe  an  order  had  passed  the  House  lor  that 
piwose. 

Mz..FiaK  remioded  gentlemen  of  ifa«  biU  for 
the  relief  of  Mfs.  Hamilton,  ia  relation  to  whksfa 
tlmt  course  had  been  pursued ;  for  the  bill  ha4 
be«o  •  engrossed,  perhaps  by  desire  of  gentlemen 
who  now  object^  to  this  coarse,  before  an  order 
had  passed  the  House  for  the  [purpose. 

Mr.  CtuiNGY  insisted  on  the  immediate  reading 
of  the  bitlj  as  a  right  he  possessed  as  a  member 
of  the  House*  Objectioa  was  made  to  the  read- 
ing, on  the  ground  tbat  it  was  only  intended  jo 
embarrass  and  delay  the  prooee^iogs  of  tne  House, 
The  obiection  was,  however,  withdrawn  and  the 
bill  wtih  the  amendments  react* 

Mr..  Potter  moved  to  amend  the  ameD^ment 
made  to  the  bill  by  striking  out  'fifty,"  per  centk 
and  inserting  ^^  twenty.*' 

The  motion  was^declared  out  of  order,  as  it 
went  to  strike  out  a  paft  of  an  amendment  al- 
ready agreed  to. 

The.quesiion  was  then  put,  **  Shall  the  bill  be. 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  and  carried — 
yeas  60,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

Taas-^WUtis  Alston,. junior,  Wiiliaa  Anderson, 
Esekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bsssett,  Adam 
Boyd,  John  Brown,  William  A.  BorwaU,  William  But* 
Isr,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton, 
James  Cochran,  James  Cox,  William  Crawford,  nich- 
ard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Jonathan 
Fisl«  Meshsck  Franklin, .  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon 
Gardner,  Thomas  Gholsan,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Jamea 
Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Hufty,  fiichard  M. 
Johnson,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee^ 
John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Mor. 
row,  Gurdon  8.  Atumford,  Roger  Nelson,  John  Nichol- 
son, John  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane, 
Erastus  Root,  Ebeiiezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Bbentzer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samusi  Shaw,  Den- 
nis 8q;ielt,  John  9miUe,  George  Smith,  Heni^  South* 


aid,  John  Taylor,  Uri  Tragr,  Oharlca  Taner,  joaior, 
Robert  WeaUey,  Robert  WhMulI,  Richard  Wisn, 
and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats— William  W.  Bibb,  Jamea  ^Mkcnridgiv 
David  S^  Garland,  Nathaniel  A.  Havien,  Daniel  Hc» 
ter,  William  Kennedy,  Robert  Marion,  Benjamin  Pkk- 
man,  junior,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Josiah  Quincy,  Daniel  She0ey,  Samuel  Smith,  Biehsid 
Stanford,  Jacob  Swoopi^  Lahan  Whaaton^  Eiekid 
Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

And  the  bill  waa  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  tine 
to-morrow,  by  a  small  majority,  in  preference  10 
to-day. 

The  House  then  adjooroed  at  ten  o'clock  aftei 
a  session  of  twelve,  honxs^ 

During  the  session  Tarious  questions  aro»e  on 
points  of  order  4ind  on  the  constructioa  of  differ- 
ent provisions  of  the  bill,  whici^  were  discussed 
in  s^  desultory  a  maaaer  as  to  preclude  a  detail 
of  them. 


Tbursdat,  April  19. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  managers  appointed  oa 
the  part  of  this  House  to  aiteada  conference  with 
the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  00  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  00  in 
ameadmeot  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''As 
act  regulating  the  Post  Office  £stablishmeDt,'* 
reported  that  Uiey  have  had  a  conference  00  the 
subject  committed  to  them, and  havenotbeea 
able  to  come  to  any  agreement. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  IEIhba.  tiiat  (lie 
House  do  adhere  to  their  disagreemeat  to  the 
fourth  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  biU  be- 
fore mentioned ;  which  motion  wms  ordered  to  Ue 
on  the  table. 

A.  motieo  waa  made  by  Mr*  Daha  that  the 
House  do  come  to  .the  followiikg  reaolutioa : 

Raohedi  That  the  FostmMUr  General  be  dtndBd 
to  lay  belbre  this  House  a  eUteBent  of  tiw  lespsctiw 
niuabet  of  post  oAeea,  and  the  sums  reoebed  for  post^ 
ages,  with  the  compensation  of  the  depaty  postaNStes 
an  the  savaral  9tatas  and  Territoriea^  and  also  the 
charge  for  conveyance  <rf  the  mail,  and  the  net  release 
of  the  Post  Office  Establishment  in  every  yea^  firom 
the  fourth  of  March,  one  thousand  ae^eu  hundreid  sad 
eighty-nine,  to  the  end  of  the  year  One  thousand  eig;ht 
hundred  and  nine;  together  with  information  respect- 
ing the  extent  of  the  poet  roads. 

The  tesolution  was  read,  and  ordered  m  lie  od 
the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mi.  Lots,  and  thequei- 
tioo  being  put,  that  the  Houfe  do  now  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  a  resolution  proposed  by  hioi, 
on  the  eif^hteenth  instant,  it  was  determioed  is 
the  negative. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''Aa 
act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt. 
They  have  also  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  >ct 
coQcerniug  invalid  pensioners,"  with  amcDd- 
mepts;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  followiDg  letter  was  received  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury: 
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Tbiaivet  0B»ABT]isirT»  AprU  17,  1810. 

8im :  la  obedienoe  to  the  rMolatioii  «€  the  Hoom, 
I  have  the  honor  to  traiMnit  a  report  in  ptxt,  on  the 
eiibject  of  AoMTiican  meaiifKtQm. 

Some  important  infortaation.  hae  beea  obtained ;  bat 
it  is  in  general  partial  and  defective :  and  it  ft euld  have 
been  deeiiable  that  the  report  might  have  been  delayed 
to  the  next  seeaion. 

Permit  me  to  obeerve  that  the  ajpproaching.  canine 
might  afford  an  opportanitj  to  obtain  detailed  and  cor* 
rect  information  on  that  snbiect;  provided  that  the  de- 
pntj  marehals  vrere  directed  bj  Congreaa  to  collect  it 
and  to  make  returns  in  such  form  as  would  be  pre- 
scribed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

To  the  Hon.  SpaAKam  of  the  House  of  Repe. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  one  thousand  copies 
of  the  report  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  it 
was  referred  to  a  selecx  conimittee,  with  a  view 
to  the  consideration  of  the  suggestion  as  to  au* 
thorixing  the  marshais,  depoties,  d^Ct  to  asaiet  id 
obtainiag  iaforauiioo  as  to  BMaafaotores. 

•  PROTRACTION  OF  fifBfiSION. 

Go  oLOtioo  of  Mr  Smius  the  House  reaoioad 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  laid  on  the 
Utfle  by  him,  for  leaoJAdisg  fbe  vote  of  adjouifi* 
meot. 

On  the  sng^tstio*  of  Mhr.  OBOLsmi,  Mr.  Sin- 
us modified  bis  moitioo,80«tloA>ecti8nadjofini* 
aMDt  on  the  first  of' May. 

Mr.  Davetcport  moired  to  strik«  out  '^the  first 
of  May,"  fto^  insert  'Mhirtieth  of  April.*^— Neg- 
atired,  46  to  36. 

Mr.  NsLsoif  inored  that  the  reeolation  lie  on 
the  table. — Lost,  44  to  87. 

Mr.  Stakfobd  moTed  to  strike  out  **  first  of 
May,"  and  insert  "twenty-firsj  of  April.''— Lost, 
ayes  11. 

Mr.  Dana  said  he  should  vote  agaiost  the  res* 
elation  for  two  reasons :  Ist-^because,  if  Con* 
gress  were  to  remain  in  session  a  week  longer  in 
conse%ua0ec  4»f  any  information  from  Europe, 
they  shooM  have  it  ofiioiaily  from  the  proper  ««- 
thority  of  the  United  States  before  they  could 
act  on  saeh  'a  suggestioo ;  fidly-— beoanse  a  pro- 
traction of  the  session  would  operate  also  to  pro- 
tract a  system  of  commercial  restriction  opera* 
live  to  no  ji^od  and  much  ei^iU 

The  vesolHtion  to  rescind  was  passed— yeas  59, 
nays  47,  as  follows: 

YsAB— WMiis  Alston,  jdn^  WilMsm  Anderson,  Eze- 
kiel  Baoon,  David  Basd,  BurwsU  Bassstt,  WUliam  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,.  John  Bvown>  WUUam  BnHsr,  J(h 
seph  CslhoBa,  Matthew  Glsr,  Jsnes  Cochran,  Orchard 
Cook,  William  Ciawford,  Kichatd  Cntts,  John  Daw- 
son, Joseph  Dosha,  WilMam  Pindlsy,  Jonathsn  Pisk, 
Msshsck  FrairiiliB,  BanilUi  Gannett,  Oidson  Gardnsr, 
David  8.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Psiarson  Ctood* 
wyn,  Benjamin  Howsrd,  Walter  Jones,  Willtam  Ken- 
nedy, John  liovs,  Asron  Lyls,  NathaaM  Maoon, 
Bobert  Marion,  Alsaandsr  MciQm,  Ptsssant  M.  Miller, 
Wm.  Mibmr,  John  liantfomety,  NishslM  R.  Meoie, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Guidon  8.  Mnmfotd,  ThoHss 
Kewton»  John  Nieholam,  John  Baa  of  Pennsylvania, 
John  Rhea  gf  Twntsssse^  Jehn  Roane,  Bhsosasi  Bags, 


Thomss  8ammons,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  BhisS^, 
Dennis'  Smelt,  John  Bmilie,  John  Smith,  Samasl 
Smith,  Jacob  Swoope,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson, 
George  M.  Tronp,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Rioisid 
Winn,  and  Robert  Witherapoon. 

Nats — James  Breckenridge,  Robert  Brown,  Wil- 
liam Chamberlin,  Epsphroditus  Champion,  John  Clap- 
ton, James  Cox,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenpsft, 
junior,  William  Ely,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  WiUiam  Hale, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister.  Jacob  Hnfly, 
Richaid  Jackson,  junior,  Robert  Jenkins,  Herman 
Kniekerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Edward  St.  Loe 
Livermore,  Matthew  I.yon,  Vhicent  Matthews,  Roger 
Nehon,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  junior, 
Timbthy  Pitkin  junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qnin«7» 
John  Randolph,  Matthias  Richards,  Erastua  Root, 
Ebeneser  Beaver,  Samuel  8haw,  George  Smith,  Hen^ 
Sonthard,  Richard  Stanford,  James  Stephenson,  Sain* 
uel  Taggart,  Beniamih  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Jabia 
Upham,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Tan  Rensse- 
laer, Robert  Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton,  Robert  Whita- 
hill,  Exekiel  Whitman,  and  James  WUson. 

COMMERCIAL  INTBRCOHRSE. 

The  engrossed  bill  eoocemian^  oomanereial  in- 
tercourse beiween  the  United  States  andOraat 
Britain  and  France,  and  for  other  purposes,  naa 
read  a  third  time,  and  the  question  haviog  been 
stated,  "Shall  this  bill  pass?"  Mr.  CIuimct  op- 
posed the  bill  at  ^reat  length. 

Mr.  Pitkin  followed  on  the  same  side. 

Mr.  Daha  also  spoke  at  eonsiderablo  leoglh 
against  the.  bill. 

Mr.  CocBRAS  moved  that  the  fourth  section  •£ 
the  same  be  reeommitted  to  a  CMamiltee  Of  tlw 
whole  Hoase ;  and -it  was  decermiacd  in  thoac|^- 
ative. 

Blr.  DaNA  objeoted  that  the  fovrth- section  of 
the  same  ooght  not,  at  this  time,  to  be  disenased 
or  voted  apon  in  the  House;  for  that  it  was'n 
motion  or  proposition  for  a  tax  or  charge  upon 
Che  people,  which  wiis  not  made  and  offered  until 
yesterday,  and  has  not  since  that  day  been  dis- 
cussed in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Speaker  decided  that  the  bill  baviog  been 
reported  by  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
and  passed  to  a  third  reading,  and  having  been 
read  a  third  time,  and  the  only  qaestion  being, 
^  Shall  the  bill  pass?^  he  conceived  that,  at  tots 
stage  of  the  bill,  the  objection  cannot  lie. 

From  which  decision  -of  the  Chair,  Mr.  DAsa 
appealed  to  the  House.  And,  on  the  question, 
'^  Is  the  decision  of  the  Chair  correct  ?"  it  was  !«• 
solved  in  tho  aftmMitive-*yeas67,nays  37,  as  M* 
lows: 

YsAS-^Waiis  Alslsn,  jnnior,  WHHam  Anderaota, 
fiMkislBseon,  David  Bard,  BniweU  Bassett,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  Bnrwell,  WflUam  Botlsr,  Matthew  Obij, 
John  CktptoB^  Howell  Gobb,  James  Codiran>  Orchard 
Gook,  James  Coi,  WilUam  Crawford,  Ifiefaard  Cntts* 
Jshn  Dawson,  Joseph  Dedia,  William  Findley,  Jona- 
than Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  BaisUlai  Oanaett»  Qida- 
on  Gardner,  Thomas  Gholaoni  J^etezaon  Goodwyn» 
James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Hwj, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  Kennedy,  John  Lowe, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Plea- 
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Mot  M.  Miller,  John  Montgomery,  Nicboltt  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford, 
Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson, 
John  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastns 
Root,  Bbenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenefeer 
Sealer,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie, 
George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard*  John 
Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner, 
jr.,  Robert  WeaUey,  and  Robert  Whitehill. 

Nats — ^James  Breckenridge,  John  Campbell,  Wil- 
liam Chamberlin,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport, 
junior,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Richard  Jackson, 
mnior.  Robert  Jenkins,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph 
Lewis,  junior,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Nathaniel 
Maoon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Wil- 
liam Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseiey,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Benjamin  Pickman,  junior,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior, 
Elisna  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Dan- 
iel Sheffey,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John 
Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rens- 
•elaer,  Laban  Wbeaton,  and  James  Wilson. 

The  qoettioQ  was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill  aboQt  five  o'clock  and  carried— yeas  61,  nays 
I,  aa  foUows : 

YiAS — Willis  Alston,  junior,  Ezekiel  Baoon,  David 
Bard,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  Wil- 
Uam  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun, 
John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  Orchard 
Cook,  James  Cox,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Findiey,  Jona* 
tiian  Pisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Banillai  Gannett,  Gide« 
on  Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson,  Pe(errt>n  Goodwyn, 
James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Hufty, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel 
MeKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John 
Montgomery,  Nicholas  R*  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Roger  Nelson,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  John 
Sea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthi- 
as Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebeneaer  Ss^, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Haniy  Southard,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Chas. 
Tomer,  junior,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats — William  W.  Bibb,  James  Breckenridge, 
William  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  junior, 
William  Ely,  James  Emott,  David  S.  Garland,  Tho- 
mas R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven, 
Daniel  Heiiter,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Robert  Jen- 
kins, William  Kennedy,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Ed- 
ward St.  Loe  Livennofe,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald 
McBryde,  William  Milnor,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan 
O.  Moeeley,  Benjamin  Pickman,  junior  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, junior,  Elisha  R.  Pdter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Daniel 
8be&y,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stan- 
ley, James  Stephenson,  Jaeob  Swoope,  Benjamin 
Talimadge,  Jabes  Upham,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Kil- 
lian K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  WheaAon,  and  James 
Wilson. 

Reidved,  That  the  title  be,  *'Ao  act  concern- 
ioff  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Qreat  Britain  and  France,  and 
their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes," 


Fbidat,  April  20. 

Tbe.Hoase  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  con- 
tinuing in  force,  for  a  term  of  twenty  yean,  the 
act,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  incorporate  thesobseri- 
hers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States/'  on  tke 
terms  and  conditions  therein  mentioned:  Whei, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Randolpb,  the  bill  was  ordn- 
ed  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoose 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled '^Aq 
act  to  establish  post  roads,"  with  amendmenti^jU) 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

GENERAL  WaKINSON. 

The  Speaceb  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing letter,  which  was  read : 

WASBiaeTOH,  April  19, 1810. 
'  Sim :  After  a  tedious  passage  from  New  Orieui  I 
arriTed  at  Baltimore  on  the  16th  inatant,  and  readied 
this  dtj  the  next  day.  My  absence  has  been  Decs* 
sarily  protracted  by  the  sdection  of  papers,  from  a  miii 
of  twenty  years  accumalatxon,  ibr  the  eetahluiiment  of 
facts,  to  refute  the  multifariooe  and  divenified  cslon- 
nies  by  which  I  have  been  assailed. 

I  now  present  myself  to  the  Representative  Body  of 
the  nation,  ^e  guardians  of  the  public  weal  tnd  tiie 
protectors  of  individual  rights,  to  expreas  my  etpoat 
deeire  that  they  may  constitute  some  impaitial  tritottl, 
which  may  be  governed  with  strictness  by  the  priod- 
ples  of  this  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  evidcaee,  to 
iuvestigaia  the  condnet  of  my  whole  lili»,  civil  and  raili* 
tary,  whereby  justice  may  be  done,  and  oy  aoemi- 
plad  peneoulion  be  terminated* 

I  aver  my  innocence  of  the  foul  ofieaees  wliidi  tte 
imputed  to  me,  and  declare  my  abili^  to  support  it  be- 
fore any  unprejudiced  court.  Through  you,  lii,  I  sp- 
peal  to  my  country,  and  I  claim  that  right  which  it  not 
refused  to  the  moit  profligrate — the  right  of  confroatios 
my  accusers.  The  Representatives  of  the  people  will 
not,  I  am  persuaded,  sufler  a  fellow-citizen  who  hu 
been  devoted  to  the  public  service  more  than  twenty- 
five  years,  and  has  nothing  left  him  hot  consciooi  fidel- 
ity and  attachment  to  his  native  country,  to  sue  in  rain 
for  justice. 

The  enclosed  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  Wirwu 
written  anterior  to  the  receipt  of  my  notification  of  re- 
call from  the  command  on  the  MissiBsippi,  and  will 
evince  my  readiness  and  my  desire  for  a  lull  investigi- 
tion  of  my  conduct. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,0« 
your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Hon.  J,  B.  VAaNcx,  Speaker^  4«- 

CoLrvBiA  Sraivs,  October  16, 1809- 
Sia :  Having  received  information  that  certsin  in* 
putations  have  been  alleged  against  me  by  the  hts 
Captain  George  Peter  and  ceitaan  subaltenis  in  ofe 
which  are  calculated  lo  aflbct  my  character  as  a  mihtaiT 
officer,  it  is  my  earnest  desire  that  s  couxt  of  inqniiT 
should  be  ordered  to  examine  into  my  cmiduct  from  tk 
commencement  of  my  military  service,  with  injunctios* 
to  report  an  opinion.  Or,  should  my  enemies  have  l«« 
hardy  enough  to  prefer  formal  charges  against  M 
which  are  deemed  worthy  of  investigation,  that  tn  tf- 
rest  may  ensue  and  a  general  court  martial  be  appoiBttd 
for  my  trial. 
In  mahing  tfaia  request  I  am  moved  by  a  coBsdo«>> 
of  Bj  iategrityrby  a  saend  regard  to  my  chsn^ 
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ter,  and  the  self-contiction  that  I  hvvt  lerved  mj  eovn* 
tiT  withsetl  and  fideKty,  and  that  I  have  never  deceiv- 
ed It ;  diMlahnmg  at  the  fame  time  all  advantagef  to 
be  derived  from  any  act  or  clause  of  limitation. 

But  u  this  has  been  the  theatre  of  mj  command, 
generally,  Ibr  eleven  yean  past;  as  my  companions 
in  serviee  and  the  evidence  of  my  conduct  (many  of 
whom  have  returned  to  the  walks  of  private  life)  are 
now  in  this  country ;  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to 
command  at  any  distant  point  the  testimony  necessary 
to  rebut  the  fictions  or  falsehoods  of  my  enemies,  or  to 
iUoitrate  my  humble  services  as  a  public  officer:  I 
therefore  hope  the  request  may  not  be  deemed  an  un^ 
reaflonable  one,  that  the  inquiry  or  court  martial  should 
be  held  at  some  military  post  within  this  Temtory ;  the 
more  particularly  as  the  main  body  of  the  army  is.  here, 
and  a  suitable  court  can  be  formed  with  more  conve- 
nience to  individuals  who  may  compose  it,  and  with 
the  less  expense  to  the  public. 

A  general  officer  to  relieve  me  from  command,  and 
to  preside  at  the  inquiry,  will  be  the  only  person  ne- 
cessary to  be  ordered  out ;  and,  under  the  circumstances, 
I  flatter  myself  no  gentleman  in  commission  will  deem 
this  doty  a  hardship.     With  perfect  respect,  I  am,  &c. 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Hon.  Skckktait  or  Wia. 

NAVAL  fiSTABLISHMBNT. 


Mr.  Randolph,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resuiuiion  respecting  the  reduc- 
tion of  tlie  Naval  EstablUhment,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing bill;  whieb  wa»  twice  read,  aod  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole : 

A  bill  to  leduce  the  Naval  Establii^hnMnt  of  the  United 

SUtes. 

Bt  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
ativet  of  the  Umted  States  of  America,  in  Congress 
mtmhUd,  That  the  Naval  Establishment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  reduced  in 
the  manner  following : 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
to  proceed  to  sell  all  the  gunboats  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  with  their  tackle  and  apparel :  Provided, 
That  the  guns  and  other  warlike  equipments  of  said 
gunboats  shall  be  retained  and  preserved. 

It  sl^all  be  the  further  duty  of  the  said  Secretary, 
under  the  direction  aforesaid,  to  cause  to  be  sold  all  the 
frigates  of  the  United  States,  (three  only  excepted, 
which  the  President  shall  designate,)  with  their  tackle 
and  apparel,  guns  and  warlike  equipments  excepted, 
which  shall  be  retained  and  preserved. 

It  shall  be  the  further  duty  of  the  said  Secretary, 
nnder  the  direction  aforesaid,  to  cause  to  be  sold  all  tlie 
other  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  (three  only 
excepted,  which  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
designate)  with  their  tackle  and  apparel,  guns,  and 
warlike  equipments  excepted,  which  shall  be  retained 
and  preserved. 

Bsc.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  officers 
and  seamen  now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  and  they  hereby  are  discharged  from  the  said 
service, such  number  only  excepted  as  may  be  sufficient 
to  officer  and  man  the  ships  of  war  retained  in  the  pub- 
lic serriccrin  virtue  of  the  preceding  section :  Provided, 
That  to  each  officer  and  seaman  who  shall  be  dis- 
charged by  virtue  of  this  act,  there  shall  be  allowed  and 
paid,  in  addition  to  the  sum  to  which  they  will  be  en- 
^tkd  at  the  time  of  such'  discharge,  -— —  months  pay 


8ic.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 

after  the day  of next,  the  several  navy  yards. 

of  the  United  States  (those  of  Boston,  New  Yoik,  and . 
Norfolk,  only  excepted)  shall  be  disused,  and  all  the 
expenses  incident  to  the  same  diali  cease  and  deter- 
mine :  Provided,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be 
and  he  berefa^y  is  authorize  toemjioy  some  discreet 
pereouy  in  each  navy  yard  so  disused  and  discontinued, 
at  a  rate  of  compensation  not  exceeding  one  dollar  per 
day,  to  take  care  of  the  buildings,  enclosures,  and  pub- 
lic property,  on  the  same. 

Sxc.  4.  And  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and  alter 
the  paasa'ge  of  this  act,  the  Marine  Oprps  ahaU  consist  of 

two  companies  only  of men,  one  captain  and  three 

subalterns  each :  Provided,  That  to  each  officer  and 
marine,  who  shall  be  discharged  by  virtue  of  this  act^ 
there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid,  in  addition  to  the  sum 
to  which  they  will  be  entitled  at  the  time  of  their  dis- 
charge,   months  pay. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATEa 

The  House  resamed  the  coDsiderattoD  of  the 
bill  to  coDtioue  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  for  a  term  of  years  on  the  condi- 
tioos  therein  prescribed. 

Mr.  SwooPE  moved  to  strike  out  the  proviso 
containing  the  conditions  on  which  the  charter 
ahould  be  renewed,  and  to  insert  in  lien  thereof 
the  following : 

Provided,  That  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1811,  Ae 
President  and  Directors  of  the  said  Bank  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorixed  to  add 
to  the  capital  stock  of  said  bank  twelve  thousand  five 
4inndrc€  shares,  and  for  which  the  United  Statee  ihaU 
beoome  the  subscriber  and  owner:  Provided,  abo, 
That  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  said  bank  shall 
receive  in  payment  therefor  the  sum  of  five  millions  of 
dollars  in  stock  of  the  United  States,  bearing  an  interest 
of  three  per  centum  per  annum,  payable  quarter  yearly, 
and  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Govemmeat, 
which  stock  as  aforesaid  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaniy 
is  hereby  authorized  to  iseue  and  pay  over  to  the  seid 
President  and  Directors  on  receiving  from  them  a  trans- 
fer in  behalf  of  the  United  States  of  the  12,600  shares 
as  aforesaid :  Provided,  aiso,  That  the  United  Statee 
shall  be  authorized  at  any  time  aftei  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1811,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  said  bank 
in  such  manner  as  may  hereafter  be  prescribed  by  law, 
and  for  which  the  United  Statas  shall  beoome  a  sub- 
scriber and  owner  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  twelve 
thousand  five  hundred  shares :  Provided,  nevertketem. 
That  such  addition  to  the  capital  stock  shall  not  be 
made  at  the  time  afwesaid,  unless  the  average  dividends 
for  the  three  y«ars  preceding  that  period  shall  have 
amounted  to  8  per  cent*,  on  the  capital  stock  of  the 
bank;  and  after  the  said  4th  day  of  March,  1811,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  be  a  director  of  said 
bank  ex  officio* 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Taylob, 
FiNDLBT.  Pitkin,  Mumpord,  SxANLBy,  CtuiNoy. 
Key,  ana  Tallmadob,  aod  supported  by  Messrs. 
SwoopE  and  Love. 

mfore  a  qoestioD  was  taken  oo  the  motioD,  the 
House  adjourned. 


Satorday,  April  21. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act 
supplementary  to  an  act,  entitied  'An  act  for  the 
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xelief  of  peesoas  imprUooed  for  debt."  was  read 
twice,  and  commiiied  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  Oft  Wedaesday  next. 

The  Hoase  proceeded  Co  consider  the  vote  of 
adherence  of  me  Senate  to  their  amendments  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  examine  into  the 
title  to  the  batture  in  front  of  the  suburb  St. 
Mary :"  When  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poiv- 
DEXTER,  ordered  that  the  further  consideration  of 
the  said  bill  and  amendments  be  postponed  indef- 
initely—46  to  22. 

BANK  OF  TH£  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  to  wit:  The 
question  on  an  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
SwooPB  to  the  bill  continuing  in  force,  ibr  a 
term  of  twenty  years,  the  act,  entitled  '^An  act 
to  incorporate  the  subscribers  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,"  dtc. 

A  division  of  the  question  on  the  said  amend- 
ment was  called  for :  When  a  motion  waa  made 
by  Mr.  Love  that  the  said  bill  be  postponed  in- 
definitely.  And,  the  question  bein^  taken  there- 
on, it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  46, 
nays  67,  as  follows : 

YiAs — William  AndetMNi,  David  Bard,  Bnrwell 
Bassett,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  Borwall,  WUlUm  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun, 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  Orcbaid 
Cook,  Jemes  Cox,  WiUi«m  Crawfosd,  ioaeph  Desha, 
MeshiM;k  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholaon,  James  Holland, 
Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Hulty,  Rii^ard  M.  Johnsoo, 
John  liove,  Nathaniel  Macoo,  Samuel  MoKee,  Alex- 
ander McKimt-John  Montgomeiy,  NicbolaB  R.  Moore, 
TlKamaa  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow»  John  Porter,  John 
Rea  of  Penasgrlvanta,  John  Rhea  of  Tenoeaiee,  John 
Boane,  Ebeneaer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  George  Snilh, 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Ridiaid  Stanford, 
Geoi^e  M.  Tioup,  Archibald  Van  Honrw  Robert  Weak- 
Iqr,  Robert  Whitehill,  and  Robert  Wilheiapoon. 

Nats—WUIis  Alston,  jun.,  Esekiel  Bacon,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  James  Breekenridge,  John  Campbell,  Wil- 
liam Chamberlin,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  James 
Cochran,  Richard  Cutfai,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Da- 
venport, junior,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  William 
Fhidley,  Baniilai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8. 
Garland,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Dan- 
iel Heister,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Robert  Jenkins, 
Walter  Jones,  WtHiam  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Her- 
man  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Matthew 
Lyon,  Aaron  Lyie,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Mathews, 
Archibald  McBryde,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  WiUiam 
Miloor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Gordon  8.  Mumfoid, 
Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Benjamin  Piekman,  junior,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior, 
Eliiha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Matthias  Richards, 
Brastns  Root,  Ebeneier  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Samoel  Shaw,  Daniel  8heffey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
Smilie,  John  Smith,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson, 
Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUmadge, 
John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Tur- 
ner, jun.,  Jabes  Upham,  KUlian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Laban  Wbeaton,  and  Jamea  WiUon. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  mem- 
ber of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Swoope,  to  wit:  toj 
strike  out  in  the  ninth  line,  first  section,  from  the  | 


word  ^  next"  lo  the  word.  **  share"  in  the  tiztj- 
second  line  j  and  determined  in  the  negatire. 

The  aecoiid  member  of  the  said  motion  fiuM 
of  eoutse. 

Mr.  Love  moved  to  amend  the  said  bill  bf 
striking  oat  the  following  words,  contained  in  the 
first  section  thereof: 

"  That  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  incorponte  tbc 
subscriber^  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States/  ptsierf 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  seventeen  hundred  and  ninefy-ooe,  subject  to  tbe 
proTisions  and  conditions  in  this  act  to  be  made,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  continued  in  Ibroe,  for  ud 
during  the  further  term  of  twenty  years,  from  an^ 
after  the  fourth  day  of  March  next :  Protidedy  That 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the  said  Bank  of  & 
United  States  shall,  on  or  before  the  thirty-fint  dsjof 
December  next,  pay  into  the  Tk-easury  of  the  United 
States  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars as  the  price  and  equivalent  for  the  renewal  uU 
continuance  of  their  charter  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  bel- 
ter to  enable  the  said  President  and  Directors  of  tbc 
said  Bank  to  pay  the  said  sum  of  money,  the  said 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  shall  be,  and  they  are  heraby«  authorised  to  add 
to .  the  capital  stock  of  said  Bank  two  thousand  five 
hundred  shares,  juid  to  sell  and  dispoee  of  the  suseat 
such  time  and  in  such  manner,  and  at  such  price  as 
they  may  think  proper,  and  for  the  most  adnmtsge  for 
the  interest  of  their  said  company  :  Pnmded^  she. 
That  the  said  President  and  Directon  of  the  said  Bask 
shall,  at  all  times,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  thii 
act,  and  during  the  oonttnuanoe  of  Umb  aanM,l»b0OBd 
and  obUffed  to  make  a  Iqan  or  loans  to  the  United  Sutsst 
if  required  and  authorised  by  law,  of  any  sum  ar  soms 
of  monepr  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  at  any  sac  time 
five  milhons  of  dollars,  and  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  ci* 
ceeding  aiz  per  centum  per  year :  Protidedf  That  it 
ahall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treuunr  of 
the  United  States  to  make  his  application,  in  writing, 
to  the  Preaident  and  Directors  of  said  Bsnk,  for  sodi 
foan  or  loans,  at  least  three  calendar  months  prenoos 
to  the  time  when  such  loan  or  loans  ahall  be  required; 
and  that  the  said  President  and  Directors  of  the  said 
Bank  shall  not  be  required  to  make  a  loan  of  more 
than  two  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  doring 
the  present  year,  nor  more  than  the  laat-mentioned 
sum  during  any  other  year :  FrovideA,  aiao,  That  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  said  Bank  shall,  firoa 
snd  after  the  fourth  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred 
and  eleven,  pay  to  the  united  States  an  interest  at  tbe 
rate  of  three  per  centum  per  year  on  all  sums  of  money 
above  the  sum  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  which  shall 
accumulate  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uni> 
ted  States,  in  the  said  Bank  or  in  any  of  the  brancfaei 
of  said  Bank,  and  which  shall  remain  there  for  out 
whole  year :  Provided,  That  it  shall  be  the  datj  of 
the  Seoretaiy  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Suiea. 
from  time  to  time,  to  give  notice  in  writing  to  the  Pres- 
ident and  Directors  of  the  said  Bank,  at  least  sixty  dari 
before  the  term  or  time  at  which  said  interest  to  be  pavi 
as  aforesaid  shall  be  considered  to  commence  and  brgio 
to  accrue :  which  notice  in  writing  shall  specify  the 
precise  amount  of  the  deposite  so  to  remain  foe  ose 
whole  year  as  aforesaid :  Pravidedf  aUo,  That  tbr 
United  States  shall  be  authorized,  at  any  time  duriag 
the  continuance  of  this  act,  to  increase  the  capital  stock 
of  said  Bank  in  such  manner  as  may  hereafter  be  pr^ 
scribed  by  law,  and  for  which  the  Unit^  States  shall 
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beesne  the  ma^bmcAn  and  owner/  to  «n  •moQBt  not 

ezoecding  in  tlie  wbola tharaa,  and  not  oxceeding 

io  any  one  jear  aharaa :    Pnmded,  That  the 

iharei  thoa  to  be  added  and  aubt cribed  for  on  behalf  of 
the  United  SUtea,  ahall  not  be  sold  by  the  United 

States  at  a  price  leaa  than for  each  share :    And 

provided,  JtOj  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained,  nor 
in  the  act  intended  to  be  continued  in  force  by  this  aet^ 
shall  be  construed  to  restrict  or  |nreTent  the  United 
States  from  incorporating  any  bank  or  banka  in  the 
District  of  Columbia :  Protndedf  That  any  bank  to 
be  incorporated  by  the  United  States,  in  the  Dietriet  of 
Colombia,  shall  be  reatrioCed  from  extending  any  braneh 
thereof  beyond  and  without  the  limka  of  Um  Miid  Ter- 
ritory:" 

For  (he  purpose  of  inserting  the  fbUowiog : 

^  In  case  no  law  ahall  be  enacted  by  Congress  before 
the  fourth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eleven,  aathorizing  the  further  continuation  of  the 
charter  of  the  company  of  the  United  Statea'  Bank, 
the  said  company  shall  notwithatanding  be  authorized, 
and  they  liereby  are  authorized,  to  continue,  for  the 
space  of  two  yeara  from  that  date,  their  loans  whidi 
^al!  OB  that  day  be  in  exiaCence,  by  renewing  the 
aame,  or  otharwiae,  in  die  aMunar  new  |»aclieed 
hi  the  said  Bank,  and  the  bimnehea  theieof,  to  ane  and 
be  seed,  and  do  all  other  mattera  and  thiaga  which  the 
said  eompany  ia  now  able  to  do^  Prondid,  That  the 
said  company  shall  not  iaane  or  alter  pny  bank  note 
■gned  by  the  President  of  the  aald  Bank,  or  in  any 
other  manner  create  or  alter,  after  the  aaid  fourth  day  of 
March,  any  note  or  other  currency  under  the  authority 
of  the  aaid  Company  or  Directora  or  any  of  them  ;  and 
(iiat,  after  that  date,  the  notea  which  may  be  in  circu« 
lation  shall  not  be  receiTable  in  payments  due  to  the 
United  Statea,  unleas  made  ao  by  a  law  hereafter  en* 
scted.'* 

A  diviaioD  of  the  question  on  the  said  amend- 
ment  was  called  for;  .aod| on  the  question  to  strike 
out,  it  was  determined  in  the  nei^ative — yeas  34, 
nays  73,  as  foUuws : 

Yaaa— William  Andenon,  Darid  Bard,  Burwell 
Baasett,  Adam  Bojd,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  Bnrwell,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  Clopton, 
Howell  Cobb.  Orchard  Cook,  William  Crawford,  Jo- 
aeph  Deaba,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomaa  Gholaon,  Pe< 
terson  Qoodwyn,  Jamea  Holland,  John  Love,  AIexan« 
der  McKim,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholaa  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Thomaa  Newton,  John  Porter,  John 
Rhea  of  Tenneaaee,  John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
Samuel  Smith,  Hennr  Southard,  Richard  Stanford, 
George  M.  Troup,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Robert  White- 
hiH,  and  Robert  witherapoon. 

Nats— WiUia  Alaton,  junior,  Eaekiel  Baeon,  WU- 
Ham  W.  Bibb,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Jamea  Breckenridge, 
John  Campbell, Wm.  Chamberlin,B.  Chaoipiott',  Jamea 
Cochran,  Jsunee  Cox,  Richard  Outta,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  Wm.  Ely,  Jamea  Bmott, 
Wilttam  Findley,  Jonathan  Fiak,  Meahacfc  Franklin, 
Barsillai  Oaaaett,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
William.  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Benjamin  How- 
ard, Jacob  Httfty,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Robert 
Jenkins,  Walter  Jonea,  William  Kennedy,  Philip  B. 
Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewia,  junior, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Aaron  Lyle,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent 
kfatlhewa,  Archibald  Mconrde,  Samuel  McKee,  Plea- 
lant  M.  Miller,  William  Milnor,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jonathan     O.   Moaeley,  Gordon   S.  Mumford,  John 


NicholBon»  Joseph  Pearaon,  Benjamin  Pickmaa,  jun., 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Matthias  Richarda,  Eraa- 
tua  Root,  Bbenezer  Sage,  Thomaa  Sammons,  Adanw 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  BheHey,  Dennis  Smelt, 
John  SmiUe.Oeorge  Smith,  John  Smith,  John  Stanley, 
Jamea  Stephenson,  Jacob'  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  Uri  Tracy,  Charlea 
Turner,  jr.,  Jabes  Uphsm,  Killisn  K.  Van  Rensaelaer, 
Laban  Wheaton,  and  James  Wilson. 

The  second  member  of  the  said  motion  failed 
of  course. 

Mr.  Troup  said  gentlemen  might  pass  the  bill, 
but  for  the  Constitutional  question.  If  tber  did 
pass  it,  he  hoped  they  would  not  permit  them- 
selves to  become  the  retailing  hucksters  of  the 
community  for  the  sale  of  bank  chanei^.  In  the 
name  of  common  bonesty^sald  he,  I  beseech  you, 
what  power  have  yott  to  sell  a  charter?  There 
is  power  in  the  Constitutioin  to  sell  the  public 
property  ;  but  there  is  certainly  no  power  to  sell 
privileges  of  any  kind.  £  therefore  move  you  to 
strike  out  the  bribe,  the  douceur,  the  bonus,  as 
gentlemen  call  it,  of  $1,250^000. 

Mr.  Taylor  said,  that  with  respect  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Government's  receiTing  a  bonus  for 
this  monopoly,  (for  he  said  it  unquestionably  was 
a  monopoly,!  those  who  were  disposed  to  continue 
(bis  charter  justified  their  conclusion  from  the  in- 
struinent  under  which  they  aeted — under  that 
clause  which  says  that  Congress  shall  have  power 
to  pass  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into 
efifect  the  powers  granted.  It  (s^id  Mr.  T.)  one 
banking  institution  be  necessary  and  proper,  and 
answers  the  purpose  of  aiding  us  in  the  temporary 
loans  it  may  be  round  advantageous  to  indulge  in. 
and  we  act  under  these  terms,  when  we  have  ful- 
filled those  terms  and  created  an  institution  com- 
ing up  to  the  definition  of  necessary  and  proper, 
the  power  then  ceases.  This  being  a  monopoli- 
zing institution,  being  so  although  a  liandmatd  to 
the  Government,  it  was  deemed  fair,  according 
to  the  principles  of  national  justice,  that  they 
should  pay  to  the  community  and  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States^  an  equivalent  for  that  ad- 
vantage, and  this  decision  of  the  committee  was 
justified  not  only  by  the  example  of  other  Gor- 
ernmenta  ffor  gentlemen  ha^e  quoted  instances 
in  which  tne  Bank  of  England  has  given  a  bonus 
for  the  extension  of  its  charter)  but  by  the  prac- 
tice of  the  different  States,  for  it  has  been  uni- 
formly the  practice  of  some  States  to  receive  a 
bonus  from  these  monopolizing  institutions.  Un- 
qaestionabl|r,i^  benefit  conferred  requires  a  return 
in  value,  it  is  right  and  proper  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  exact  from  that  monopolizing  insti- 
tution a  bonus.  But,  sir,  this  course  is  not  only 
justified  by  the  practice  of  the  State  governments, 
but  by  the  practice  of  the  Republican  Administra- 
tion of  Mr.  Jeflerson.  The  Government  of  the 
United  States  possessed  a  number  of  shares  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  each  representing, 
as  each  of  these  does,  four  hundred  dollars;  yet 
that  Administration  transferred  this  paper  at  an 
advanced  price.  If  the  principle  of  disposing  of 
these  shares  be  correct,  it  will  equally  apply  to 
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a(l  the  shares  in  the  institution.  Whatright  had 
the  Secrelarv  of  the  Treasury,  or  person  acting 
for  him,  to  demaDd  45  per  cent,  abore  the  real 
specie  capital  for  the  bank  stocic?  la  transfer- 
ring the  stock,  did  not  the  Government  on  that 
occasion  receive  a  bonus  ?  Unquestionably  they 
did.  If  (hey  receive  a  bonus  as  to  some  shares, 
can  they  oot  with  equal  honesty  receive  it  as  to 
the  whole  number  of  shares  ? 

But  it  does  not  require  refinement  to  justify 
the  course  which  it  is  proposed  to  pursue.    The 
thing  is  worth  something.    You  are  offered  some- 
thing for  it.    There  is  uo  oppression  ia  it.    If 
you  could  at  once  put  in  requisition  so  much 
money  of  thestockholders^and  put  it  in  the  pock- 
ets of  the  United  States,  it  would  be  oppression. 
But  here  is  a  fair  choice  offered  to  them,  whether 
they  will  take  the  charter,  giving  a  bonus  for  it, 
or  reject  iL    It  is  perfectly  a  matter  of  choice; 
and  from  the  arguments  of  9ome  gentlemen  op- 
posed to  the  bill,  so  far  from  being  unwilling  to 
give  so  much,  it  would  seem  that  the  stockhold- 
ers ought  to  give  much  more  for  tlie  renewal  of 
the  charier.    I  am  desirous  to  receive  a  quid  pro 
quo.    The  arguments  about  foreign  stockholJers 
have  had  so  much  effect  on  me,  that  I  would  not 
continue  this  in.stituiion,  unless  Government  re- 
ceived a  benefit  from  it.    It  is  unquestionably 
true,  that  the  habits,  manners,  and  decisions  of 
nations  have  established  a  common  course  of  pro- 
ceeding on  this  subject,  and  we  must  act  accord- 
ing to  custom.     We  now  value  a  dollar  at  so 
much,  and  a  piece  of  iron  at  so  much.    The  cus- 
tom of  nations  has  given  us  a  sort  of  common 
law  control  over  these  institutions^  and  we  must 
act  with  them  as  other  nations  do.    I  do  not  not 
consider  it  a  ^^^  bribe''  that  I  or  the  Gk)vernment 
are  about  to  receive.    On  the  contrary,  I  think  it 
a  fair  bargain.    There  seems  to  be  no  disposition 
to  abate  a  farthing,  but  to  have  the  value  and 
nothing  less.    I  do  not  wish  to  have  more.    The 
provisions  of  this  bill,  with  some  amendments, 
will  give  the  transaction  a  character  of  perfect 
fairness. 

Mr.  SMiLiEsaid  that  on  this  question  he  differed 
materially  from  his  friend  on  his  left.  The  word 
<<  bribe"  was  not  applicable  to  the  bargain  now 
about  to  be  made.  I  take  it  for  granted  (said  he) 
there  is  but  one  ground  on  which  the  Legislature 
is  justified  in  granting  a  monopoly;  and  that  is, 
that  it  is  necessary  in  the  operations  of  the 
Government.  If  that  be  the  case,  we  certainly 
have  a  right  in  granting  that  monopoly,  to  make 
the  best  bargain  for  our  own  interest  which  we 
can,  always  remembering  that  we  consider  the 
thing  necessary  and  proper  in  itself.  As  that  is 
niy  opinion,  I  think  it  a  fair  transaction,  in  ma- 
king the  bargain  with  the  company,  to  obtain  as 
great  advantage  to  the  Government  as  the  justice 
of  the  case  will  admit;  and  this  is  a  thing  we 
have  done  before.  It  will  be  recollected  when 
the  Slate  of  Ohio,  then  a  Territory,  was  made  a 
State^  we  found  it  very  inconvenient  to  the  Gov- 
ernment that  they  should  possess  the  power  of 
taxing  our  lands.  We  made  a  proposition  to 
hem  that  if  they  would  not  tax  our  lands  for  a 


certain  number  of  years,  we  woold  do  certain 
other  things.    The  bargain  took  place.     We  have 
derived  an  advantage  from  it,  at  the  same  time 
that  we  paid  them  a  price  for  it.     The  coose- 
quence  fairly  follows  that  we  ought  to  grant  this 
necessary  charter  on  such  terms  as  are  jast,  both 
with  respect  to  the  country  and  the  Goveromeot, 
and  derive  as  much  advantage  as  we  can  from  it. 
Mr.  Tbocf  said,  he  forbore  at  present  goiog 
inio  the  question  of  coBatiiutionaliiy.     He  had 
no  idea  that  he  could,  with  any  efficacy  whatever, 
stand  up  on  this  floor,  with  such  a  weapon  as  an 
argument,  to  contend  with  a  moneyed  insutuiioa 
of  ten  millions.    If  I  am  not  disposed  to  ^  iaia 
ihe.generai  question  of  constitutionality,  said  he,  I 
am  as  certainly  indisposed  to  derive  this  power 
from  the  power  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  aad 
proper.    I  am  the  more  reluctant  to  do  so,  be- 
cause it  is  a  dangerous  power,  and  ought  not  to  be 
derived  by  imprication.    I  say  that  the  power  u 
dangerous,  for  if  it  be  conceded  that  the  Congre^ 
of  the.  United  Slates  have  a  right  to  erect  a  mo- 
neyed institution  with  a  capital  of  ten  or  twenty 
millions,  it  is  competent  to  erect  one  with  a  cap- 
ital of  a  hundred  millions.    It  mmy  he  compe- 
tent therefore  to  the  United  State^i  to  raise  a  cor- 
poration more  powerful  than  itseif-^-a  money ed 
inaiiiution  which  may  absorb  all  the  powers  of 
the  State.    And  this  principle  as  a  precedent  will 
be  more  dangerous  in  this  case,  becaiise^he  temp- 
tation is  so  much  greater  in  proportion  to  tne 
amount  of  capital,    i  do  contend  that  if  the  Coa- 
siitmion  did  intend  to  grant  the  power  of  char- 
tering moneyed  institutions,  it  did  not  intenil  to 
grant  it  for  the  purposes  of  speculation,  and   of 
speculation  merely.    Sell  privileges !    Sell   for 
$1,250,000  the  exclusive  privilege  of  taking  u>u- 
rious  interest  on  money !    I  thought,  sir,  that  the 
power  of  selling  privileges  and  indulgencies  was 
exclusively  the  tight  and   power   of  the  Pupe. 
I  ask  gentlemen  on  what  authority   they  act? 
On  none  of  morality  certainly — but  on  what  au- 
thority ?    On  that  of  the  corrupt  Gk>verdmeDt  of 
Bnglandl    Servile  imitators  of  England,  we  mu&t 
have  a  national  bank!    And  why  not  an  East 
India  Company?    We  could  sell  a  charter  to- 
morrow for  millions.    We  could  sell  chartered 
privileges  for  almost  as  much  as  we  should  choose 
to  ask.    If  we  become  the  retailers  of  privileges, 
we  shliU  go  on  to  sell  them  till  we  overdo   the 
business;  and  when  this  great  national  source  of 
revenue,  after  becoming  our  chief  and  only  le- 
source,  bad  failed,  to  what  resources  for  re  venae 
should  we  he  driven?    Is  it  not  a  very  ratiooai  la- 
ference,  that  it  will  he  to  the  sale  of  ail  pririlegpes 
we  can  derive  from  the  Constitution  a  power  to 
dispose  of?    If,  sir,  on  any  occasion  you  would 
set  up  in  the  market  privileges  for  sale  to  the 
highest  bidder,  even  do  so  with  respect  to  prtri- 
leges  of  every  description.    Tou  would  no  more 
hesitate  to  set  up  for  sale  privileges  of  ocbilnf 
than  this  privilege — but  (I  thank  my  God!)  the 
Constitution  has  prohibited  you.    But  for  that,  we 
should  sell  them  now  as  we  do  bank  privileges  ; 
we  should  go  on  to  make  it  our  chief  resource,  till 
by  the  cheapness  of  the  titl^  we  shonld  destroy- 
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the  Talae  of  the  trade.  If  we  cmn  draw  money 
ioto  the  Treasury  by  bareain  and  sale  of  privi- 
leges, let  it  be  ODderstooa  that  we  will  contioae 
to  foster  it  as  our  chief  natioDal  resoarce.  Hav- 
iog  done  with  internal  and  direct  taxes  of  all  de- 
scriptions, becaose  we  considered  them  oppressive, 
this  sale  of  privileges  will  be  made  tbe  chief  na- 
tiooal  resource. 

I  will  add  but  one  thing.  Tbe  moment  you 
accept  this,  $1,250,000,  you  are  bribed  in  the  same 
manoer  as  the  British  Parliament  have  suffered 
themselves  to  be  corrupted.  Like  them  we  not 
only  shameful! V  partake  of  the  crime,  but  on  our 
stainie  book  acknowledge  the  fact. 

Mr.  Key  said  that  to  him  it  clearly  appeared 
within  the  power  and  limit  of  the  Constitution 
to  establish  a  bank,  if  necessary,  for  the  collection 
of  tbe  revenue.  Whether  necessary  or  not,  (said 
be,)  is  a  question  on  which  gentlemen  must  make 
np  their  minds ;  it  would  be  only  an  unnecessary 
waste  of  time  to  argue  it  at  length.  My  ideas 
on  this  subject,  which  I  have  never  before  deliv- 
ered to  the  Hoose,  are  plain  and  simple.  I  know 
not  bow  far  they  may  appear  so  to  others ;  but  I 
will  explain  them  as  they  occur  to  me. 

We  need  not  look  to  the  Constitution  always 
for  precise  terins  to  justify  an  exercise  of  power, 
because  it  is  but  an  enumeration  of  first  princi* 
pies.    All  we  have  to  do  is  to  examine  whether, 
io  what  we  do,  we  fall  within  the  plain  meaning 
of  the  Constitution.    In  the  enumeration  of  spe- 
cific powers  givea  to  Congress  by  this  instrument, 
tbe  first  is  to  lay  and  collect  Uses.    Here  is  a 
clear  unequivocal  grant  of  power  to  lay  taxes, 
imposts,  and  excises.    In  construing  the  general 
power,  afterwards  given,  to  make  all  laws  neces- 
sary and  proper,  dbc,  the  sound  construction  is  to 
refer  to  the  powers  previously  given  j  one  of 
which  is,  as  I  nave  stated,  to  lay  and  collect  taxes. 
The  mode  by  which  they  art»  collected  is  not  de- 
signated in  the  instrument.    We  have  authority 
given  us  to  make  jiU  laws  necessary  and  proper  to 
carry  these  powers  ioto  effect.    The  power  of  lay- 
ing and  collecting  taxes  is  specifically  given ;  bat 
the  mode  is  not  stated.    To  collect  is  not  merely 
theiodividual  receipt,  but  the  substantial  collec- 
tion into  the  Treasury.    It  does  not  simply  give 
power  to  the  collector  of  any  port  to  receive  the 
revenue,  but  a  power  to  collate  the  revenue  into 
a  general  deposite  or  focus.    Is  then  a  bank  insti- 
tution necessary  in  the  judgment  of  gentlemen  to 
draw  together  with  greater  facility  and  less  cost 
these  taxes  ?    If  there  are  those  who  think,  so,  we 
can  be  at  no  loss  to  find  express  authority  for  ir. 
We  have  a  right  to  lay  the  taxes — the  manner  of 
levying  or  collectinff  them  is  not  prescribed,;  and 
when  lodged  in  the  nands  of  the  different  collec- 
tors, how  they  are  come  into  the  common  ex- 
chequer is  nowhere  described.    Is  the  instrumen- 
tality of  a  bank  necessary  for  the  more  speed  V 
and  less  expensive  collection  of  the  revenue  1    If 
it  be,  all  wno  think  so  are  in  my  opinion  consti- 
tutionally jtistified  in  voting  for  a  bank. 

In  all  this,  I  say  nothing  of  the  opinion  of 
learned  men  on  the  sabjeot.  The  act  for  estab- 
lishing m  bank  was  saspended  some  time  for  con- 


sideration before  it  received  the  signature  of  Wash- 
ington. It  has  been  considered  Constitutional  by 
all  the  States — for  I  believe  I  may  say  that  the 
Slates  without  exception  have  given  legitimacy 
to  the  paper  issued  by  the  institution.  If  it  was 
odginallv  onconstitotionaK  and  the  paper  was 
not  capable  of  goinir  abroad,  every  man  punished 
for  counterfeiting  United  States'  bank  notes,  has 
suffered  unjustly ;  becausei  in  that  case,  Congress, 
having  no  right  to  create  the  charter  of  a  bank, 
had  no  right  to  punish  the  forgerv  of  its  paper. 

I  sav  nothing  of  the  stability  of  this  institution 
and  or  its  utility  io  collecting  the  revenue — if, 
after  the  lapse  of  twenty  years,  various  acts  have 
been  done  proceeding  on  the  constitu^onaiity  of 
the  law  establishing  the  bank,  I  consider  the  sub- 
ject one,  which  has  been  so.  acted  on,  that  what- 
ever obstacles  are  opposed  on  the  ground  of  con- 
stitutionality should  now  be  done  away.  Bat, 
laying  this  consideration  aside,  ail  those  who  be- 
lieve that  a  bank  is  a  speedy,  safe,  and  econopi- 
cal  mode  of  collecting  nroney  into  the  Treasury, 
must  find  authority  for  it  in  the  Constitution.  To 
have  given  the  power  to  collect  taxes,  and  not 
the  best  means  ot  getting  them  into  tbe  Treasury 
io  tbe  most  correct  manner,  would  indeed  have 
been  an  extraordinary  feature  in  the  Oonstitution 
—it  would  have  been  giving Jthe  end  without  the 
means  to  attaia  iu  It  would  be  giving  a  forced 
construction  to  the  Constitution  to  say  that  it  had 
done  so. 

I  know  that  gentlemen  think  the  collection 
of  the  revenue  would  be  as  well  accomplished 
through  the  State  banks.  Those  who  think  so 
justify  their  opinion  only  on  reasons  which  io 
my  mind  show  the  constitutionality  of  the  United 
States  Bank,  and  prove  that  we  have  authority  to 
use  that  instrument  if  we  think  proper  and  deem 
ii  the  most  eligible.  We  are  tbe  erantors  of 
power.  By  whom  is  ir  executed  ?  Through  tbe 
instrumentality  of  individuals  and  their  funds.  In 
using  the  instrument,  we  do  create  a  benefit  to 
the  individuals,  who,  together  with  their  friends, 
must  be  employed.  For  this  benefit  I  can  see 
nothing  improper  in  receiving  adequate  compen- 
sation. And  if  it  be  a  grant  of  a  benefit,  why 
not  ^rant  it  to  those  who  will  give  an  equivalent 
for  It. 

Sir,  the  Constitution  grants  to  Congress  the 
power  to  secure  to  inventors  of  useful  arts  the  ex- 
clusive right  to  their  discoveries.  We  must  not 
be  misled  by  language  or  words.  We  sell  priv- 
ileges every  day.  Does  not  our  Treasury  receive 
benefits  from  the  sale  of  these  patents  ?  And  yet, 
according  to  the  ideas  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia*  we  thus  become  the  hucksters  of  privi- 
leges. But,  lest  the  gentleman  should  not  think 
that  this  case  applies  very  strongly,  I  will  call  to 
mind  a  remarkable  case — I  know  not  how  the 
gentleman  voted  on  the  law.  We  have  incorpo- 
rated a  number  of  gentlemen  to  build  a  bridge 
across  the  Potomac,  reserving  as  a  bonus  for  this 
privilege  the  free  passage  of  ail  armies,  military 
munitioosjdbc, of  theXfnited  States;  which  was 
exactly  the  same  thing  as  receiving  so  much 
money.    The  Government  is  a  body  politic;  its 
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operttion«  must  be  carried  oo  by  indiTtduaU ;  and 
.when  individaals,  iocorporated  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  revenae,  who  u»e  their  bands  and  eyes 
in  the  basinessj  receive  too  much  etnoluraeot,  I  see 
nothing  improper  in  requiring  frum  them  an 
equivalent  in  lieu  of  it.  I  hope  therefore  this 
part  of  the  bill  will  not  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  Taoup  observed  that  the  gentleman  had 
eaid  that  the  power  to  incorporate  a  baak  was 
derived  from  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  revenoe ; 
and  that  the  power  ought  to  be  exercised,  because 
banks  give  a  facility  to  the  collection  of  the  rev- 
enue. If  the  power  be  exercised,  it  must  be  ne- 
ccsssary  and  proper,  if  it  be  necessary  to  the 
oollection  of  the  revenue,  the'  revenue  caahot  be 
collected  without  it.  The  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land might  say  a  bank  institution  was  useful 
He  might  say  it  wouldgive  facrKty  to  thecollec- 
cion  of  the  revenue ;  but  facility  and  neeessitv  are 
wholly  differenty  and  the  Constitution  says  that  a 
power,  to  be  incidental,  roust  be  necessary  and 
pcoper.  If  facility  be  a  ground  of  action,  we  are 
greatly  wide  of  the  true  policy.  We  ought  to 
adopt  that  measure  which  shall  give  the  greatest 
iaciiity.  The  ingenious  gentleman  himself  could 
sit  down  and  in  fifteen  minutes  devise  half  a 
dosen  modes  which  would  give  infinitely  more 
facility  than  a  bank  to  thecolle<^tion  of  the  reve- 
nue. He  mig[ht  farm  out  the  revenue;  establish 
farming  districts;  put  a  farmer  general  at  the 
head  of  them  with  a  corps  of  Janissaries*  The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  have  aotbtng  to 
do  but  draw  on  him  for  a  sum  of  money,  and  re- 
quire it,  or  hb  head.  This,  sir,  is  a  plan  which 
would  give  the  greatest  possible  facility.  You 
could  command  money  of  the  farmer  general,  or 

Jou  eould  require  his  bead.  Himself  and  his 
aaissaries  could  always  send  the  money ;  or,  if 
he  did  not,  the  people  and  the  Janissaries  eould 
tend  his  head. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  striking  out 
the  sum  payable  for  the  charter,  and  lost— yeas 
35.  nays  75,  as  follows : 

TxAs— William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
Baasetty  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown, 
Wflliam  A.  Burwell,  Matthew  Glay,  John  Clopton, 
Howell  Cobb,  William  Crawlbrd,  Joseph  Desha,  Me- 
ahack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gfaolson,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  John  Love,  Samuel 
McKee,  Alexandar  if cKim,  John  Montgomery,  Nicho- 
las R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomas  Newton, 
John  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  John  Roane,  £beneser  8eaver,  Adam  8ey- 
bert,  George  M.  Troup,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert 
Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Withecapoon. 

NATa--Willii  Alston,  jnn.,  Esekiel  Bacon,  WiHism 
W.  Bibb,  Daniel  Blaiadell,  James  Breokenridge,  John 
CaapbeU,  William  Ghamberlin,  Epaphroditos  Cham- 
pien*  Jamea  Cochran,  James  Cox,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
John  Davenport,  junior,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
William  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  BarxtUai  Gannett, 
Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  ianior,  Robert  Jenkins, 
Waiter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Her* 
man  Knickei^cker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Ljoui 


Aaron  Lyie,  Nalbaniel  Macon,  Robert  Maiioa,  Tm- 
cent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Pleasant  M.  Mi- 
ler,  William  Milnor,  Thomas  Moors,  Joatlhui  0. 
Moaeley,  Gordon  S.  Mnmlbrd,  John  Nicholson,  JoHpfa 
Pearson,  Benjamin  Fickaan,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  Joaiah  Qniney,  John  Randolph,  Ma- 
thias  Richards,  Erastoa  Root,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  T\mm 
Sammons,  Samael  Shaw,  Daniel  Shelley,  Beuii 
Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henrf 
Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  JtmM  6b- 
pbeason,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Beaaoin 
Tailma4ge,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  f ncjf, 
Charles  Turner,  junior,  Jabez  Upham,  Aichibtld  Vu 
Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wlieaton,iid 
JamesWilson. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Taylor,  to  ioicft 
the  word  *^&ve,'^^  between  the  words  "twcnly" 
and  "years,"  in  the  eighth  lii>e  of  the  first  section 
of  the  bill. 

Whilst  this  motion  was  ander  debate,  a  motioa 
was  made  to  adjourn,  and  carried. 


.    MoMDAT,  April  S3. 

Mr.  SiffLiB  presented  to  the  House  oerttia|in- 
ceedings  of  the  Legislatore  of  Fenusylvaiiii, dis- 
approving of  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
Consiitmion  of^the  United  States,  limitio^  the 
duration  of  any  aet  laying  an  embargo  within 
the  United  States ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BAaaETT,  from  the  committee  tppototed 
on  the  fifth  instant,  on  a  letter  from  William 
Lambert,  made  a  report  thereon. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  contiBOiDj;  id 
force,  for  a  term  of  twenty  years,  the  act,  eniitleii 
^An  act  to  incorporate  the  snbscribers  to  the  Bank 
nf  the  United  States,"  on  the  terms  and  coodi- 
tions  therein  mentioned,  was  called  for  br  tfr. 
Taylor  :  When  it  was,  on  motion  oi  Mr.  Rhka. 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  tmeod- 
meats  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  i^  An  act 
to  establish  post  roAds  ;'*  and  the  same  betog 
twice  read,  were  concurred  in  by'  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 

Ordered,  That  the  amendments  of  the  Senite 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  inriiKl 
pensioners."  together  with  the  said  bill,  be  com* 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  the  said 
Committee;  and,  after  some  time  spent  tbereia. 
the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  their  coDCor* 
rence  in  the  said  amendments.  The  question  wis 
then  taken  that  the  House  do  concur  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  concurrence  in 
the  said  amendments,  and  resolved  in  the  affiro* 
ative. 

EXPENSES  OF  FOREIGN  INTERC0UB8E. 

Mr.  Upham  said  he  bad  some  time  ago  laid  k* 
fore  the  House  a  resolutioii  calling  for  infoina- 
tion  respecting  theezpenaesof  forei^  iotereooi«t 
and  for  an  account  of  the  manner  m  which  ooq- 
eys  appropriated  to  that  object  had  beea  applied'' 
hut,  owing  to  a  auggaalioa  thai  the  m&>tmMUS^ 
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he  wished  for  wovld  b»  «btaioed  by  a  oonmiittee 
a/ready  sppotDted,  the  resolotioo  was  ordered  to 
lie  CD  the  table.  He  now  held  in  his  hand  a  re- 
selation  gp\ng  more  direetly  to  his  object.  He 
3tid  he  Md  aadarstood  that  a  eom  of  money  to 
the  amovot  of  abont  foor  thousand  dollars  had 
been  adranced  to  a  Mr.  Short,  as  Minister  at  St. 
Petersburg,  altlio«s-1i  hie  nomination  had  not  been 
confirmed.  Now  if  this  was  the  case,  he  wanted 
to  know  the  fMt,  and  also  from  what  fnad  the 
moner  had  beeo  apj^ied.  He  therefore  mored 
the  following'  reaolation : 

XeBokxd^  Thai  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Tressniy  be 
dheded  to  lay  before  the  House  a  ttatement  of  any  snm 
or  tiuDs  of  money  for  the  outfit  or  compensation  to 
Wiljiaai  8h0rt»  mm  Miniater  or  Agent  from  the  United 
Statas  to  the  Coait  of  St.  Petersburg,  whether  received 
dinctly  fiom  the  Tneaniy,  or  from  any  of  the  bank^is 
of  the  United  Statea  in  Europe,  and  from  what  fiud 
wf  such  asm  ham  been  drawn ;  together  with  a  atal»- 
maat  of  the  a«tkority  or  authoritiea  under  which  the 
tame  may  have  been  recei^d,  so  fiu  as  the  evidence 
ezkta  in  the  Treaaniy  Department* 

Mr.  Gbol»«is  inquired  of  the  ehwrman  of  the 
commiicee  of  ioTesiigation  whether  tbia  matter 
had  eoaie  before  that  committee. 

Mr.  Sbsppbt  replied  that  the  inqniries  of  that 
committee  were  limited  to  the  period  between 
tbe4thof  Mavcb,  1801  and  the  4th  of  March  1869. 
He  Qoderstood  tnat  the  exnenditare  on  this  ac- 
eoant  was  not  made  until  aner  the  4th  of  March, 
1809,  aod  therefore  did  not  come  within  the  power 
of  thai  connnittee. 

Mr.  PiTnif  said  he  hoped  there  wonM  be  bnt 
ooe  mind  on  tbis  anbject.  He  said  he  had  stated 
the  other  day  that  Mr.  Short  had  reeelred  money 
for  his  mission  from  the  hands  of  one  of  the  bank- 
ers in  Bnropew  If  it  was  a  fact,  he  said  the  House 
ought  certainly  to  have  the  eridence  of  it  before 
tbem. 

Mr.  W.  Alsvois  eaid  he  had  no  obieotion  to 
this  resolution.  If  it  would  give  gentlemea  the 
least  gratification,  he  said  he  would'State  the  facts 
a>  far  as  within  his  knowledge.  The  late  Pre* 
sident  bmi  appointed  MV .  Short,  Minister  to  Rus- 
sia. Some  banker  in  Borone  had  advanced  about 
three  thousand  dollars  to  Mr.  Short.  Every  one 
who  oqderstood  the  subject,  most  be  eatisfied, 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  had  directed  the 
banker,  who  had  money  subject  to  his  control,  to 
pay  that  sum  to  Mr.  Short.  There  was  no  evi- 
dence at  the  Treasury  of  the  payment,  but  the  re- 
tarosof  tbe  bank,  uthe  money  had  been  paid 
without  authority,  it  would  unquestionably  not 
be  allowed  by  the  accounting;  officers  of  tbe  Tirea- 
inry. 

Mr.  Upbam  said  that  although  the  gentleman's 
information  might  be  very  satisfaetory  tobimsdf, 
he  was  desirous  to  have  it  officially  from  the  pro- 
per department^  and  therefore  wished  his  resolu- 
tion to  pass. 

Tbe  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

Mr.  Upbam  said  he  had  another  resolntton 
which  he  wished  to  offer  to  the  consideration  of 
the  House.    He  wisbed  to  know  the  nomber  and 


names  of  Consuls  of  the  United  fftates  residing 
at  foreign  ports.  This  would  be  valuable  infor* 
mation  to  all  the  nation  and  to  the  representatives 
of  the  people  particularly — and  he  hoped  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Statea 
be  requeated  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
atatement  of  the  several  consular  or  commercial  agents 
having  authority  under  the  Dnited  States  in  foreign 
countries. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Tallmaoge,  the  fol- 
lowing addition  was  made  to  the  resolution :  "  to- 
gether with  the  salaries  or  compensation,  if  any, 
allowed  to  them,  respectively." 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  further  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion, by  adding  to  the  end  of  it  the  words,  "  And 
whether  anv  of  thein  have  been  engaged  in  pro- 
curing and  uisposing  of  British  licenses  to  trade.'' 

Mr.  Upham  said,  hit  object  was  roerelv  to 
obtain  a  convenient  document  for  the  nse  ot  the 
members,  and  he  did  not  expect  toliave  attached 
to  it  anything  abont  the  murder  of  Pierce,  the 
attack  on  the  Chesapeake,  British  impressments, 
or  what  pot.  He  had  no  sort  of  objection  to  the 
inquiry,  but  it  was.  not  fair  to  attempt  to  tack 
such  a  rider  to  his  resolution. 

Mr.  GoLo  called  upon  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee to  reflect  on  tbe  tendency  of  his  ownaihend« 
ment.  It  would  imply  that  the  Gk)Vemment  had 
continoed  Consuls  abroad^  with  a  knowledge  that 
they  had  been  concerned  m  this  traffic. 

Mr.  QrOiNCY,  reprobated  the  amendment,  as 
going  to  reflect  censofre  on  the  Consular  Agents 
generally;  to  do  which,  he  could  not  consent. 

Mr.  Rbba  said  there  was  no  specific  object  in 
the  resolution  first  proposed,  and  his  amendment 
went  to  give  it  one.  He  said  he  had  seen  a  great 
deal  in  the  newspapers  about  this  trade  in  foreign 
licenses,  and  he  wished  to  get  to  the  bottom  of 
tbe  business;  that  if  our  Consuls  were  innocent  of 
being  concerned  in  it,  they  might  be  justified  to 
the  world. 

Mr.  Qbolson  moved  that  the  resolntion  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr:  PfTKiN  hoped  it  would  not  lie  on  the  table. 
He  was  desirous  of  knowing  who  were  the  offi- 
cers of  the  United  States  aoroad,  and  whether 
they  received  salaries ;  and,  if  so,  whether  those 
salaries  were  independent  of  their  expenses ;  for 
he  had' seen,  in  an  account  called  for  by  the  Sen- 
ate, respecting  the  expenses  of  intercourse  with 
the  Barbery  Powers,  that  they  had  charged  the 
United  States  with  all  their  little  expenses.  Till 
he  saw  this  statement,  he  said  he  had  no  concep- 
tion of  the  manner  in  which  the  funds  of  the 
United  States  were  used  in  the  Mediterranean. 

Mr.  Dana  said  that  the  information  which  was 
required  by  the  resolution  svould  be  useful,  and 
was  proper  to  be  obtained ;  for  at  present  there 
was  no  document  before  the  House  which  could 
show  it.  The  Consols  residing  abroad  were  not 
limited  as  to  number  or  place,  there  being  no  such 
limitation  by  law.  He  was  against  the  proposed 
amendment.  Could  no  proposition,  he  asked, 
however  fair  or  rational,  be  brought  forward,  with** 
out  splicing  some  proposition  of  this  kind  to  it^*' 
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Aod  would  the  House  put  ttio  a  form  which  im- 
plied that  the  President  ought  to  be. impeached? 
bad  any  of  the  agents  of  the  United  States  been 
employed  in  this  manner,  and  bad  the  President 
suiTered  ihem  to  remain  in  office  ?  He  bad  not 
done  his  duty.  then.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
never  agree  to  such  a  proposition,  on  so  slight  a 
siiggestion. 

Mr.  Tallmadqe  followed  Mr.  Dana  on  the  same 
side  of  the  question. 

The  motion  to  lie  on  the  table  was  withdrawn, 
and  Mr.  Rhea's  motion  to  amend  was  negatived. 

The  resolutioQ  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Randolph  called  for  the  consideration  of 
his  motion  that  the  New  England  Mississippi 
Land  Company  have  leave  to  withdraw  their 
memorial.  The  House  refused  now  to  take  up 
the  subject— .34  to  33. 

LOAN  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  loan  for  a 
sum  of  money  not  exceeding  the  amount  of  the 
principal  of  the  public  debt  reimbursable  during 
th&year  1810. 

[In  the  discussion  which  took  place  on  this  bill, 
there  was  no  objection  to  the  principle  of  it.  Every 
gentleman  who  spoke  assented  to  the  propriety 
of  placing  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government  a 
sum  of  money  fully  adequate  to  meet  the  appro- 
priations authorized  by  law  for  the  present  year.] 

Mr.  Dana  wished  to  ascertain  the  precise 
amount  of  the  principal  of  the  debt  reimbursa- 
ble during  the  year  1810,  with  a  view  to  insert- 
ing the  sum  in  the  body  of  the  bill. 

Some  difference  of  opinion  appeared  to  exist 
as  to  the  exact  amount  of  principal  reimbursable. 
The  sum  annually  applicable  to  the  payment  of 
the  public  debt  is  eight  millions  of  dollars.  The 
sum  left,  after  paying  the  interest  of  it  for  the 
year,  is  annually  applicable  to  the  extinguishment 
of  the  principal.  The  exact  amount  of  interest 
payable  on  the  public  debt  during  this  year  not 
being  known,  there  was  a  difficulty  in  ascertain- 
ing the  exact  amount  of  principal  reimbursable. 

The  sum  of  $4,800,000  was  mentioned. 

Mr.  Dana  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
authorize  a  loan  "  not  exceeding  $4,600,000,  be- 
ing the  amount  of  the  principal  reimbursablei" 
dbc.  This  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover, 
and  Messrs,  Gold,  Sheffey,  CIuincy,  Ufham, 
Tallmaogb,  and  Piokman,  and  opposed  by  Mes- 
sieurs Bacon,  W.  Alston,  and  Montoomert. 

The  arguments  in  favor  of  the  motion  were, 
generally,  tbat  it  was  improper  to  attempt  to  dis- 
guise anything  by  giving  to  it  a  specious  name; 
that  borrowing  money  should  not  be  called  pay- 
ing the  public  debt;  that  all  authority  given  to 
borrow  money  should  be  express  and  specific  as  to 
the  sum.  It  was  said  in  reply,  that  there  could  be 
no  objection  that  the  truth  should  appear  on  the 
face  of  a  bill ;  that  this  sum  not  being  wanted  to 
defray  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Government, 
but  to  pay  debts  heretofore  contracted,  the  phrase- 
ology was  perfectly  correct;  that  it  was  as  specific 
in  fact  as  if  expressed  in  so  many  figures. 


Mr.  Dana  varied  his  motion,  after  debate,  on 
account  of  the.  uncertainty  which  appeared  to 
exist  as  to  the  sum  reimbursable,  and  oi  coarse  u 
to  the  sum  to  be  loaned.  He  moved  to  ameDd 
the  bill  80  as  to  give  authority  to  borrow  a  tam 
of  money  "not  exceeding  four  millions  of  dol- 
lars." 

This  motion  was  supported  and  opposed  Vf 
the  same  gentlemen  who  debated  the  former  mo- 
tion. In  sopport  of  the  motion  it  was  said,  tbai 
this  som  was  all  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Trets- 
ury  had  asked  for,  and  was  therefore  as  maeli  as 
ought  to  be  given.  The  advocates  of  the  amead- 
ment  also  said  that  they  were  averse  to  legislat- 
ing blindfold,  to  voting  millions  without  knowing 
for  what,  or  to  surrendering  up  their  judgmeota 
to  Executive  discretion,  under  aa  idea  that  tlie 
President  would  not  borrow  more  than  was  De> 
cessary*. 

In  roply  it  was  said,  that  slace  the  Secrettrf 
of  the  Treasury  bad  made  the  estimate  io  qao- 
tion,  other  expenses  had  been  incurred;  that  it 
was  impossible  to  tell  the  precise  amount  which 
was  wanted  until  Congress  ahould  adjourn,  as  it 
waa  impossible  to  tell  on  one  day  what  appro- 
priations they  would  make  the  next  day ;  that 
if  not  necessary,  the  authority  to  borrow  woaid 
not  be  used ;  as  in  the  case  of  the  loan  author- 
ized at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  not  a  cent  of 
which  had  been  actually  borrowed.  Tbat  lav 
had  granted  an  authority  nearly  similar  to  this 
in  nearly  the  some  language.    . 

Mr.  Dana's  motion  was  negatived*^  to^. 

Mr.  CloiNCY  observed  that  be  felt  but  ooe  diffi- 
culty on  this  subject.  He  could  not  agree  lo  bor- 
row an  amount  greater  than  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  bad  satd  was  necessary.  He,  therefore, 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  to  it  the  fol- 
lowing proviso: 

"  Provided^  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  diail 
be  eonstnied  to  authorize  any  mim  to  be  bomwoi 
greater  than  four  millions  of  dollars^" 

The  motion  was  lost — ayes  28. 

Mr.  SwooPE  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strik- 
ing oat  the  words  ^funded  debt,"  and  insertiog 
** exchanged  six  per  cent,  stock,"  which  would 
authorize  a  loan  to  the  amount  of  $3,750,000, 
there  being  so  much  of  this  description  of  pablic 
stock  redeemable  during  the  present  year,  and 
this  he  believed  was  all  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  had  deemed  neeessary. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Bvv 
WELL,  Swoop£,  and  Sbbffst,  and  opposed  hf 

Mr.  MONTOOMBRT. 

It  was  negatived — ayes  18. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Dana  moved  that  the  bill  lie  on  the  table 
till  to-morrow,  with  a  view  of  ascertauniog  from 
the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury  what  money  was 
actually  wanted. 

Mr.  Pitkin  supported  the  motion.  He  esti- 
mated the  sum  now  authorized  to  be  borrowed  ai 
between  five  and  six  millions,  and  said  that  he 
had  no  idea  of  giving  such  authority  when  the 
Secretary  of  the.  Treasury  had  himself  told  (he 
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House  that  do  nKire  than  three  millions  was  ne- 
cessary, which,  together  with  a  million  to  retain 
in  the  Treasury,  would  make  but  four  mill  ions. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  replied,  that  since  that  esti- 
mate had  been  made,  tne  appropriations  had  been 
increased,  and  that  if  was  impossible  now  to  as- 
certaio,  within  a  million,  what  the  eipenses  of 
the  ensuing  year  would  be.  Ic  was,  therefore, 
proper  to  give  an  authority  to  borrow  sufficient 
to  co?er  the  whole. 

Mr.  Dana's  motion  was  negatired— 49  to  30. 

Mr.  QuiNCY  renewed  the  proposition  wbieh  he 
bad  made  in  Committee  to  amend  the  bill,  which 
was  negatived — yeas  94,  nays  61.  as  follows: 

TiAs — James  Breckenridge,  "William  Chamberlini 
Epaphroditus  Chafflpion,  Matthew  Clay,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  John  DaveDport,  junior,  William  Ely,  Jamea 
Bmott,  Thomas  R.  Odd,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A. 
Haven,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Philip 
B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewia,  jr.,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vincent 
Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Pleasant  M.  Miller, 
William  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Benjamin 
Pickman,  Jan.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Efisha  R.  Potter, 
Jonah  Qaincy,  John  Stanley,  -Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel 
Tagfirt,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  Jabes 
Upbam,  Robert  Weakley,  Laban  Wheaten,  and  Robert 
Whitehill. 

Xats— Willis  Abton,  junior,  William  Anderaon, 
Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  Adam 
Boyd,  John  Brown,  Robert  Bmwn,  William  A.  Bur- 
well,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  Glopton, 
Howell  Cobb,  Jamea  Cochran,.  William  Crawford, 
Richard  Cutts,  Joveph  Desha,  William  Findley,  Bar- 
ziUti  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Ghirland, 
Thomaa  Gbolson,  Petemon  Goodwyn,  Daniel  Heister, 
James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  HuAy,  John 
6.  JadLaon,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  Wil, 
liam  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Robert  Marion, 
Alexander  McKim,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  8. 
Mnmlbrd,  Thomaa  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John 
Porter,  John  Rea  of  PennsyWanis,  John  lUiea  of 
Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Ebenezer 
Sage,  Thomaa  Sammona,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  ShefTey,  John  Smilie, 
George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  John 
Thompson,  George  M.  Troup,  Charlea  Turner,  junior, 
and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Mr.  SwooPE  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  strik- 
ing out  from  the  first  section,  the  words  ^^jmblie 
debt,"  for  the  purpose  of  insertin$|^  '^eichansred 
six  per  cent.  stocK."  And,  the  question  beln^ 
taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative 
—yeas  63,  nays  33,  as  follows : 

Ybas — James  Breckeniidge,  William  A.  Burwell, 
William  Cbamberlin,  Bpaphroditus  Champion,  Sam- 
uel W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  junior,  William  Ely, 
Jsmes  Emott,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Na- 
thaniel A.  Haven,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Robert  Jen- 
kins, Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent 
Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Wilimm  Milnor,  Jon- 
athan 0.  Moseley,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jun.,  Timothy 
Pitkhi.  junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Joaiah  Quincy,  John 
Randolph,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John  Stanley,  Jacob  Swoope, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor, 
Jabex  Upham,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  and  Laban 
Wheaton. 


Natb — Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
Eaekiel  Bacon,  David  Basd,  Burwell  Baasett,  Adam 
Boyd,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler 
Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  How* 
ell  Cobb,  JaBMS  Coclttan,  Jamea  Cox,  Richard  Cutta, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Findley,  Bar- 
sillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland, 
Thomaa  Gholson,  Peterson  Gbodwyn,  Daniel  Heister, 
Jamea  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Hufty,  John 
G.  Jackson,  Richard  M.  Johnaon,  Walter  Jonea,  Wil- 
liam  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Alexander 
MoKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Montgomeiy,  Nich* 
oba  R.  Moore,  Thomaa  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gm> 
don  8.  Mumford,  Thomaa  Newton,  John  Nidiolaon, 
John  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Ebeneier 
Sage,  Thomaa  Sammona,  Ebeneier  Seaver,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smthe,  Gforge  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Thompaon,  Charlea 
Turner,  junior,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Rc3>ert  Witherspoon. 

The  hill  was  then  ordered  to.  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  April  24. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smilie  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn.  And,  the  question  being 
taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
8.  nays  55. 

The  Spbakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  list  of  claims,  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Land 
Commissioners,  in  the  district  of  Kaskaskia; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Gummiitee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

A  message  irom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  continuing  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;"  to 
whinh  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Root  was  excused  from  further  ser?ice  on 
the  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  con- 
duct of  General  Wilkinson,  on  account  of  in- 
tended absenceb 

Mr.  B>  also  moved  to  refer  the  letter  receired 
from  General  Wilkinson,  on  Friday  last,  to  the 
above  committee,  but  afterwards  withdrew  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Rbea,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  refer  it  to 
the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  Ghoi«son  moved  that  the  last  motion  lie 
on  the  table. — Carried. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  Smilie,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was, 
referred  the  resolution  for  reducing  the  Army, 
reported  the  following  bill : 

A  bill  to  reduce  and  oonaolidate  the  Army  of  the 

United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  4rc^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  authorized,  out  of  the  troops  raised  and  now 
in  service  under  <'the  act  to  raiae  mr  a  limited  time 
an  additional  military  force,"  to  complete  the  regiment 
of  light  artillery,  to  form  and  complete  two  regimenta 
agreeably  to  the  proviaions  of  aaid  act;  alao  to  form  a 
company  of  bombardiers^  to  be  annexed  to  the  corps  of 
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eBgineera;  to  iUl  up  th»  jogimente  auAoraed  by  tbe 
"Act  fixing  the  MtKtary  Peace  E«tabluhment  of  the 
United  Statea,"  aod  to  dischaigv  the  thne  Bfif adier- 
Generala  and  all  tlia  officera  and  men  who  may  be 
supeniaiiieraTy  by  this  arranfemeiity  and  to  dsMonp 
tinae  the  recniiting  aervice. 

«8ac.  2.  And  be  ii  furA«f  enaeUd,  That  aM  the 
offifcera  who  may  be  duehaigad  under  thia  aot  ahail 
reoeive  three  months'  pay,  ao^rding  to  their  raipectiTe 
grades,  in  addition  to  what  may  he  doe  tham  at  the 
time  of  their  tfischarge,  and  snoh  allowanoe  ibr  IraT- 
ellittg  from  their  place  of  dischai^e  to  their  reapecihe 
plaoea  of  reeidence  aa  ia  preacribed  by  the  "A^  fixing 
the  Military  Peace  Bstabfishmentof  AeUnitad  Sutea.^ 
Provided,  That  whenever  the  pnUie  exjgandeaveqnife 
the  calKng  into  sesrioe  of  any  of  the  offiMM  dischsiged 
by  thii  ac^  they  ahall  hate  nmk  eqnal  to  that  under 
whieh>they  retire. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  eomnitced. 

REDUCTION  OP  THE  NAVT. 

The  Hoase  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  to  reduce  the  Naral  Bstabliahmeat  of  the 
United  States. 

The  bill  having  been  read — 

Mr.  McKiM  moved  to  amend  that  part  of  the 
bill  which  directs  the  sale  of  ail  the  gunboats, 
by  adding  the  following  words:  '"belonging  to 
the  United  States,  unfit  for  service,  and  unwor- 
thy of  repairs." 

This  motion  was  agreed  to  without  debate, 
ayes  66. 

Mr.  Ket  said  he  was  friendly  to  the  rednetion 
of  the  Navy,  but  not  to  its  annihilation.  He 
therefore  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the  bill 
as  provides  that  all  the  fri^tes  but  three  shall 
be  '^  sold,"  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof^  "  laid  up 
in  ordinary." 

Messrs.  Dana  and  Mumpord  supported  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Rbea  of  Tennessee  made  a  motion,  which 
superseded  that  made  by  Mr.  Ket.  to  strike  out 
the  whole  of  the  section,  except  so  much  as  re- 
lated to  gunboats.  He  was  wholly  opposed  to 
the  reduction  of  the  Navy  at  present. 

Mr.  ShIlie  said,  he  should  vote  for  the  mo- 
tion with  a  view  to  inserting  a  substitute  going 
to  place  the  Navy  now  on  the  footing  of  the 
Peace  Establishment  of  1806. 

Mr.  Dana  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  RbbaM  motion, 
but  expressed  himself  very  pointedly  in  favor  of 
a  reform  in  the  expenditures  and  conduct  of  the 
Naval  Establishment  generally. 

Mr.  Bassett  also  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  Rhea's 
motion.  He  supported  the  policy  of  a  small  na- 
vy, and  vindicated  the  establishment  generaliv 
from  charges  of  waste  or  extravagance,  though 
he  was  friendly  to  reform  wherever  necessary. 
Mr.  B.  spoke  nearly  an  hour. 

Mr.  Cook  and  Mr.  Rbba  of  Tennessee  also 
spoke  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  strike  out  the 
whole  of  the  fir»t  section. 

Mr.  Macon  spoke  against  the  motion,  and 
against  the  policy  of  a  navy  as  applicable  to  the 
situation  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Stanford  followed  Mr.  Ma«or'  on  the 
same  side  of  the  question,  and  particukvly  re- 


probated the  extravafant  expeikMtnre  of  moacy 
incident  to  the  naval  system. 

Mr.  Dana  spoke  again  on  the  subject  of  reform 
in  the  system. 

Mr.  Maoon  and  Mr.  Stanford  explained. 

Mr.  Boyd  was  againat  the  reduction  of  tlie 
Navy  under  present  appearances. 

The  motion  to  strike  ont  the  remainder  of  ibe 
section  was  carried,  61  to  25. 

Mr.  Smilib  moved  to  insert,  in  the  place  of 
that  part  which  was  stricken  out,  the  followitf: 

<«And  Ivither,  that  the  Praaident  af  the  United 
States  be»  and  he  ia  haveby,  authorixad  to  keep  in  ae* 
tual  aervioe  aa  many  of  t£p  frigatea  and  other  txnud 
veaneb  aa  in  hia  judgment  the  nature  of  the  jerrin 
may  require,  and  to  canae  the  residue  to  be  hud  up  m 
ordinary  in  convenient  porta:  Provided,  the  whole 
number  of  officere  and  seamen  shall  not  exceed  tbt 
fixed  by  the  act  *  in  addition  to  the  act,  supplemeih 
tary  to  the  act,  providing  for  the  Naval  Peace  Estab- 
liahraent,  and  for  other  puipoaea ;'  paaaed  the  Sift  daj 
of  April,  1806.'' 

Mr.  S.  read  the  law  alluded  to  in  this  amend- 
meat,  whieh  would  go  to  retain  in  aarvice  thirteen 
captaina,  nine  maatera  commandant,  aeveotjr-two 
lieufenanu,  one  himdred  and  fifty  midahipoiea. 
and  nine  hundred  and  twenty-five  able  boM 
seamen,  ordinary  seamen  and  boys. 

Mr.  MoKiM  oppoaed  the  ameodmeat,  beeaose 
he  waa  altogether  oppoaed  to  a  redooiioa  of  the 
Navy  in  the  present  state  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Sim  LIB  replied.  He  said  he  bad  ooappie- 
hension  of  danger  to  his  country  from  lajris;  op 
a  few  frigates. 

Mr.  BAasGTt  stated  that  the  whole  aomberof 
seamen,  now  in  service,  was  but  two  thoonrnd 
seven  hundred  and  twenty-three.  If  the  ntiiobrr 
was  reduced,  the  expense  of  reducing  aod  re-en- 
listiog  them  within  a  short  period,  would  exceed 
the  expense  of  keeping  them  in  service  daring 
the  interval. 

Mr.  MoNTGOMBRT  spokc  in  favor  of  tke  amend- 
menty  under  the  impression  that  there  was  no 
disposition  in  Conmss  to  make  use  of  the  Navy. 
Although  the  number  of  seamen  in  service  migbt 
not  exceed  two  thouaaiMi  seven  hundred  sad 
twenty,  as  stated,  yet  the  President  now  bad 
power  to  authorize  the  en&ployment  of  fire  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  ninety  men.  The  adop- 
tion of  the  amendment,  he  said,  would  curtail  ttie 
present  annual  expense, 9778,000. 

Mr.  MuMFOEO  spoke  against  the  amendment. 
He  remarked  that  the  counting-house  calculation 
of  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  heretofore  im- 
puted as  a  fault  to  the  merchants,  seemed  to  hare 
been  transferred  to  the  planters  of  cotton  and  to- 
bacco. He  did  not  regard  a  tittle  expense  when 
put  in  competition  with  the  national  safety. 

Mr.  Smiub's  amendment  was  negatived. 

The  section  for  disusing  all  the  navy-yards 
except  those  at  Boston,  New  York,  and  Norfolk. 
having  been  read-—'. 

Mr.  KfiT  moved  to  insert  "  Washington"  after 
New  York,  and,  apeaking  in  support  of  his  mo- 
tion, expatiated  on  the  advantages  possessed  by  a 
navy  yard  at  the  seat  of  Government. 
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llr.BA88£TT  coDcnrred  with  Mr.  Kbt  in  opin- 
ioD;  bat,  as  he  prcsamed  tlie  section  was  only 
meant  as  an  accompaniment  to  that  part  of  the 
bill  already  stricken  out,  be  moved  to  strike  ont 
the  whole  section. 

Mr.  Dana  opposed  the  amendment.  Six  navy- 
yards  were  certainly  not  necessary  for  the  service 
of  (he  United  States,  and  he  particalarly  opposed 
the  reteotioo  of  the  yard  at  Washington. 

Mr.  Kbt  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Dana,  and  in 
sapport  of  Mr.  Babsett's  motion.  He  defended 
the  nary-yard  at  Washington  against  the  impu- 
tations cast  on  it. 

Messrs.  Tallmaoob  and  Dana  spoke  against 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  SuiUB  spoke  in  favor  of  the  amendment, 
and  expressed  his  astonishment  at  the  change 
which  appeared  to  hare  taken  place  in  the  House. 
since  they  bad  voted,  60  to  31,  a  few  days  ago,  to 
ledace  the  Navy. 

Mr.  Kbt  expressed  his  surprise,  that  a  gentle- 
man, having  as  much  parliamentary  experience 
as  the  gentleman  who  preceded  him.  should  be 
sarprised  at  the  change  of  votes.  A  majority 
bad  voted  to  reduce,  having  different  objects  of 
reduction  in  view;  out,  when  a  reduction  in  any 
ODe  branch  of  expenditure  was  proposed,  it  ap- 
peared that  a  majority  could  not  agree  in  it.  Mr. 
K.  spoke  again  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  section  was  lost, 
52  to  40. 

Mr.  Kbt  renewed  bis  motion  to  insert  "Wash- 
ington." 

Mr.  Randolph  opposed  the  motion  on  the 
^roand  of  the  unfitness  of  the  situation  of  Wash- 
ington, compared  with  others,  for  a  navy-yard. 

Mr.  Macon  supported  the  motion  i  because  be 
was  utterly  opposed  to  a  navy,  be  said  be  wished 
that  a  navy-yard  should  be  kept  bare,  as  mem- 
bers of  Congress  would  be  much  sooner  disgusted 
by  seeing  the  expenditures  of  the  Navy  system, 
than  by  nearing  of  them. 

Mr.  Dana,  as  a  friend  to  a  navv,  said  be  wisb- 
ed  the  amenomenc  not  to  prevail.  The  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  an  enemy  to  navies, 
wished  to  retain  the  yard  at  this  place;  be,  Mr. 
D.,  a  friend  to  them  generally,  wisbed  to  dispose 
of  or  disuse  it.  They  therefore  thought  alike, 
though  tbe^  should  vote  differently. 

The  motion  lo  insert  ^'  Washington''  wa^  car- 
ried—54  to  42- 

The  section  for  reducing  the  martnes  was 
struck  out,  without  debaie-^yes  59. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  as 
amended. 

The  Spbakbr  resumed  the  Chair,  and  the 
House  resolved  now  to  consider  the  report  of  tb^ 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  said  the  bill  had  been  much 
amended  in  Committee,  tiod  as  the  remnant  left 
amoaoted  to  very  little,andtbediscu88ionof  that 
little  would  probably  cost  more  than  would  be 
saved  by  passing  it  into  a  law,  be  moved  to  post- 
pone the  farther  consideration  of  the  subject  in- 
definitely. 

11th  Co2f.  8d  S£S9. — 62 


Messrs.  Smilig,  Pitkin,  Willis  Alstoit,  and 
Dana,  opposed  the  motion. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  an  adjournment ;  which 
was  carried. 


Wednebdat,  April  25. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  a  resolution  was 
adopted,  iDstructiDg  the  committee  to  wtiom  was 
referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury on  manufactures,  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedi* 
enc^r  of  farther  amending  the  census  law,  so  as 
to  direct  the  officers  to  collect  information  on  the 
subject  of  msDufactures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JobnsoN} 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  the  wholei 
House  to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  ^^Ao  act  to  extend  the  time  for 
inaking  payment  for  the  public  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  certain  cases,"  be  discharged  from 
the  consideration  thereof. 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Dana  said  be  had  laid  on  the  table,  a  few 
days  affo,  a  resolution  relative  to  the  Post  Office, 
which  had  been  objected  to  on  account  of  its  ex- 
tent. H^  now  varied  the  motion,  and  submitted 
it  as  follows : 

«<  Reaohed^  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  direct- 
ed to  Uy  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  number 
of  post  offices,  the  sum  receiTsd  for  postages,  the  oom- 
pensation  of  the  deputy  postmasters,  the  charge  for 
the  coaveyance  of  the  mails,  the  incidental  expense 
and  net  revenue  of  the  Post  Office  Establishment  for 
every  year  from  the  4th  of  Mareb,  1789,  to  the  close  of 
the  year  1809,  together  with  information  reelecting  the 
extent  ef  post  roads." 

Mr.  D.  said  be  bad  expressed  the  resolution  iu 
general  terms,  that  it  might  give  the  Postmaster 
General  an  opportunity  of  statin{^  everything  re- 
specting the  extent  of  the  route,  in  order  that,  if 
the  expenses  of  the  establishment  had  increased, 
it  miffht  be  seen  how  much  the  routes  hud  been 
thereby  extended. 

Mr.  RsA  moved  that  the  resolution  should 
lie  on  the  table.  He  said  it  would  be  impossible 
to  make  a  report  of  that  nature  this  session,  or  in 
three  months,  even  if  the  Postmaster  General 
were  to  set  all  his  people  to  work  on  it. 

Mr.  Dana  said  be  was  perfectljr  confident  that 
if  the  Postmaster  General  and  his  clerks  could 
not  make  a  report  on  this  subject  in  three  months, 
that  he  and  his  clerks  ou^ht  to  be  broke.  He  did 
not  believe  that  he  and  his  clerks  were  so  incom- 
petent as  not  to  be  able  to  make  it  in  a  week.  It 
would  be  an  evidence  of  their  incompetency  if 
they  could  not  make  it  in  two  days.  He  thought 
it  impossible  that  the  Postmaster  General  should 
be  so  little  attentive  to  the  principle  on  which  the 
accounts  were  kept,  as  not  to  have  a  head  of  ac- 
counts, so  as  to  show  at  one  view  the  various 
items  of  information  be  had  asked  for.  Accounts 
were  rendered  to  his  office  quarterly,  and  must 
be  transcribed  to  some  general  bead.  The  error 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  arose  from 
supposing  that  the  names  of  all  the  postmasters 
,  and  other  details  were  wanted,  which  was  not  the 


1955 


HISTORY  0¥  CONGRESS. 


1956 


H.  OF  R. 


Loan  BilL 


April,  1810. 


case.  Mr.  D.  said  he  would  not  admit  the  idea 
that  the  Postmaster  General  was  so  utterly  in- 
competent to  his  duty,  as  not  to*  be  able  at  once 
to  give  the  information  required,  for  he  had  a 
better  opinion  of  his  talents. 

Mr.  Rea  said,  if  he  understood  the  resolu- 
tion, it  went  to  call  for  a  history  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice Establishment,  in  all  its  branches,  since  the 
year  1789.  He  had  no  objection  to  require  such 
a  report  to  be  made  at  the  next  session,  although 
it  would  be  a  voluminous  statement,  and  would 
cost,  perhaps,  a  thousand  dollars  to  print  if. 

Mr.  Potter  expressed  his  surprise  that  no 
motion,  of  however  trivial  importance,  could  be 
proposed,  but  a  motion  was  made  to  lay  it  on  the 
table.  If  the  Postmaster  General  should  not  be 
able  to  make  a  report  this  session,  he  would  do  it 
thenext^and  the  want  of  time,  therefore,  could 
be  no  objection  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Smflie  saw  no  reason  for  the  resolutioa 
lying  on  the  table.  We  have,  said  he,  had  some 
trouble  about  post  roads,  and  I  am  suspicious  that 
there  is  not  fair  play  in  the  business.  The  State 
of  Pennsylvania  is  creditor  about  9^0,000  in  ac- 
count with  the  establishment,  and  I  wish  to  know 
what  States  are  deficient.  I  do  not  think  one 
State  should  be  saddled  with  expense,  too  much, 
for  the  benefit  of  others.  At  any  rate,  I  wish  to 
see  how  the  matter  stands. 

Mr.  Macon  thought  the  motion  to  lie  on  the 
table  now  was  unseasonable.  He  9aid  it  was  de- 
sirable to  know  the  progress  of  the  institution. 
Of  the  militia  they  had  an  annual  return  by  law; 
they  had,  also,  annual  returns  of  the  imports  and 
tonnage,  &c.,  but  there  were  no  regular  reports 
from  the  Post  Office  Department  provided  for. 
Notwithstanding  reports  of  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures for  various  ol^ects  were  annually 
made  to  this  House ;  the  House  had,  at  this  ses- 
sion, called  for  the  aggregates  for  each  year  of 
several  statements.  Ifit  would  take  three  months 
to  prepare  the  statements,  now  undoubtedly  was 
the  time  to  call  for  it ;  ror,  if  postponed  to  the 
next  session,  there  might  not  be  time  enough 
during  the  session  to  prepare  it. 

Mr.  Rea  withdrew  his  motion  to  lay  it  on  the 
table,  and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  continue  the  char- 
ter of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria  was  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

LOAN  BILL. 

The  engrossed  bill  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum 
of  money,  not  exceeding  the  amount  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  public  debt,  reimbursable  during  the 
year  1810,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  till 
to-morrow.    Motion  lost — 50  to  47. 

Mr.  Stanford  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table, 
but  subsequently  withdrew  the  motion,  to  make 
way  for  a  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  to  recommit 
the  bill ;  which  motion  was  negatived— ayes  37. 

Mr.  Stanford  moved  that  the  bill  lie  on  the 
table.    Nemtived— 61  to  39. 

Messrs.  Pitein,  Dana,  Randolph,  Stanford, 
Tatlor,  Key,  Ctumor,  and  Upbam,  opposed  the 


Sissage  of  the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Montqohut, 
acon,  W.  Alston,  Johnson,  8MiLiB,and  Rbbi, 
defended  iu 

All  the  gentlemen  who  spoke  against  the  bill 
profe5sed  to  be  willing  in  a  proper  manner  toia- 
thorize  a  loan  of  any  sum  of  money  necessary  to 
meet  the  appropriations  made ;  but  they  coDteul- 
ed  that  the  bill  was  objectionable  because  thesom 
was  not  stated  in  the  face  of  the  bill,  because  the 
bill  bore  a  deceptive  appearance  of  borroTing 
money  to  pay  the  public  debt,  when,  in  fact,  it 
was  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  theOoren- 
ment ;  because  the  bill  authorized  a  loan  of  fire 
million  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollais, 
more  by  one  million  one  hundred  and  sixty  thou- 
sand dollars  than  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
had  declared  to  be  necessary,  and  because  oo  loan 
ought  to  be  authorized  until  bills  now  before  the 
House  were  decided  on,  which  involved  a  redoc- 
tion  of  the  annual  expenditure. 

In  reply  to  the  objections  to  this  bill,  it  was 
urged  that  the  amount  authorized  (not  required) 
to  be  borrowed  was  as  definitely  expressed  as 
though  in  figures;  that  there  could  be  no  decep- 
tion on  the  race  of  tlie  bill,  for.  if  no  debt  hereio- 
fore  contracted  was  now  to  oe  paid  off,  there 
would  not  only  be  no  occasion  to  borrow,  but 
there  would  be  an  immense  annual  surplus  in  the 
Treasury ;  that,  since  the  estimate  of  four  mil- 
lions had  been  reported  to  the  House,  various  ap- 
propriations had  oeen  made,  and  it  was  impossible 
yet  to  say  how  much  might  be  wanted,  and  no 
more  would  be  borrowed  than  actually  was  want- 
ed ;  that  if  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  delayed 
but  a  day  or  two,  it  would  be  very  easy  for  geu- 
tlemen  to  prevent  its  passage  at  all. 

The  bill  was  passed — yeas  77,  nays  35.  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ykas— Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Andeison, 
Exektel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Barwell  Bassett^Wmitfi 
W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown»  Robert  Brown, 
WUUam  A.  Barwell,  WiiUam  BaUer,  JoMfdi  CalhoBii, 
John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  Orchard 
Cook,  Jamew  Cox,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Gatu, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Denha,  William  Findley,  M^ 
shack  Franklin,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardoer, 
David  8.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Good* 
wyn,  James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Haltfi 
John  G.  Jackson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jodo, 
William  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Matthew  Lyon,  Aana 
Lyle,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Matthews,  Alexander 
McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  WiUiam  MUnor.  John 
Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  ia- 
emiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Mnmibrd,  Thomas  Newtao. 
John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pa.,  John 
Rhea  of  Ten.,  M.  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastai  Root. 
Ebeneaer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebeneser  SetTer, 
Adam  Sevbert,  Samuel  8haw,  Daniel  Sheffcji  Doou> 
Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  San- 
uel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John  Thompson,  Georft 
M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Archibald  Vti 
Horn,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill,  James  VH- 
son,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats — Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  John 
Campbell,  William  Chamberlin,  Matthew  Clay,  8ib- 
uel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  junior,  Williaffl  Ely* 
James  Emott,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  fiale.  No- 
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tbaoid  A.  Haven,  Richard  Jaekaon,  junior,  Robert 
JenkioB,  Philip  B.  Key»  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joaaph 
Lewia,  jr^  Nathaniel  Macon,  A.  McBryde,  /.  O.  Moae- 
lej,  Joseph  Pearaon,  Benjamin  Pickman,jann  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jonior,  Eliaha  B.  Potter,  Joaiah  Qnincy,  John 
Randelpb,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Jacob 
8woope,  Samoel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John 
Taylor,  Jaba  Upham,  Killian  K.  Van  Renaaeker,  and 
Laban  Wbeaton. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be,  "Aq  act  authoriz- 
ing a  loan  of  money  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  the 
aiQOUDt  of  the  principal  of  the  pablic  debt,  reim- 
bursable during  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ten." 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  NAVY. 

The  Honse  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  said  when  he  had  made  the  motion 
for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill,  he  had 
supposed  that  the  sense  of  the  House  had  been 
fully  expressed  on  it ;  but  as  it  appeared  thkt  the 
motion  would  occupy  much  time  in  debate^  and 
as  some  gentlemen  had  thought  proper  to  insin- 
uate that  the  motion  was  made  for  the  purpose 
of  aroiding  meeting*  a  direct  question  on  the  bill, 
he  DOW  rose  to  withdraw  the  motion. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  the  first 
amendment  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
riz:  to  strike  out  so  much  as  requires  the  sale  of 
all  the  gunboats. 

Mr.  McMPORD  hoped  that  the  frigates  would 
not  be  laid  up  iu  ordinary.    He  said  he  was  no 
politician  by  profession ;  he  bad  been  called  from 
mercantile  pursuits  against  his  inclination,  but 
he  had  always  understood  that  government  was 
instiiuled  for  the  protection  of  the  citizen.    He 
was  cbaffrined  when  he  saw  the  events  unfolding 
in  the  Old  World,  and  witnessed  such  a  para- 
lyzing system  going  on  in  his  own  country.    He 
had  hoped  that  some  system  would  have  been 
adopted  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  at 
sea.    If  gentlemen  were  determined  to  abandon 
the  ocean  altogether,  he  begged  to  know  it  in 
time  before  merchants  were  totally  ruined,  for  it 
was  impossible  at  present  to  carry  on  any  com- 
merce whatever.    The  part  of  the  country  whicb 
he  represented  (city  of  New  York)  felt  it  strong- 
ly; agriculture   would  feel   it  sooner  or  later. 
The  enormous  captures  made  of  their  property 
bad  reduced  merchants  to  the  alternative  of  stay- 
ing at  home,  or  having  no  commerce  but  with 
Great  Britain.    If  gentlemen  are  disposed  to 
surrender  commerce  to  the  discretion  or  the  bel- 
ligerents and  retire  from  the  ocean,  it  is  time  to 
know  it.    Mr.  M.  said  he  was  no  motive-monger; 
he  never  arraigned  gentlemen  for  their  motives. 
We  have  heard  gentlemen  say  "millions  for  de- 
fence and  not  a  cent  for  tribute;"  and  a  noble 
and  popular  sentiment  it  was.    It  seemed  now 
to  be  reversed  with  them,  and  a  plain  translation 
of  (heir  speeches  was  *< millions  for  tribute;  not 
a  cent  for  defence."    Various  projects  had  been 
offered.    Some  gentlemen  were  for  putting  down 
the  whole  Army  and  Navy ;  others  were  for  a 
sort  of  snail  system,  alarmed  at  the  least  appre-  I 
hention  of  danger.    Viewing  the  subject  as  he  I 


did,  Mr.  M.  entreated  that  gentlemen  would  con* 
sent  to  protect  commerce.  The  island  of  St. 
Domingo  now  possessed  seventeen  armed  vessels. 
They  were  gaining  strength  daily,  and  what  was 
the  situation  of  our  Southern  borders?  If  our 
naval  force  was  entirely  withdrawn  from  the 
ocean,  it  was  impossible  for  an  army  of  militia 
to  defend  the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake.  He 
understood  that  two  vessels  were  now  building 
in  Chesapeake  Bay  for  St.  Domingo.  He  knew 
that  the  Hayttan  agents  had  been  in  this  coun- 
try for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  vessels.  Under 
all  these  circumstances  was  it  wise  and  prudent 
to  discharge  the  Navy?  He  presumed  the  best 
course  would  be  to  put  to  sea  what  little  navy 
we  have  to  protect  our  own  coasters,  for  they 
would  be  necessary  without  any  view  to  com- 
merce in  the  European  seas.  Under  every  view, 
instead  of  laying  up  those  vessels  in  service,  Mr. 
M.  said  he  hoped  that  gentlemen  would  consent 
to  fit  out  every  vessel  in  the  possession  of  the 
United  States,  and  send  them  out  to  protect 
American  commerce. 

A  motion  haying  been  made  by  Mr.  Smilib  to 
amend  the  bill  so  as  to  place  tne  Navy  on  the 
footing  on  which  it  stood  in  1806— 

Mr.  Dana  said  he  was  not  for  pausing  with 
merely  replacing  the  former  system ;  he  was  also 
for  guarding  against  the  waste  of  public  prop- 
erty and  treasure  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
Naval  Establishment.  He  believed  that  for  the 
number  of  fighting  men  afloat  the  United  States 
had  been  put  to  a  much  greater  expense  than  was 
necessary.  He  was  not  speaking,  he  said,  of  our 
having  few  brave  men  on  the  water,  nor  of  the 
great  sums  given  anywhere  to  those  who  give  us 
their  blood ;  but  the  system  of  the  navy  yards, 
he  believed,  required  a  thorough  reform.  If  he 
was  to  judge  of  the  general  economy  on  board 
the  fVigates  and  smaller  vessels  from  the  little  he 
had  seen  of  them,  he  must  set  it  down  for  certain 
that  waste  did  not  exist  on  board  the  vessels  after 
they  were  fitted  for  service,  and  manned,  and 
officered.  As  far  as  he  had  an  opportunity  to 
observe,  he  had  marked  a  strong  sense  of  suDor- 
dination,  and  the  practice  of  command  at  the 
same  time  sustained  with  gentleman-like  propri- 
ety, without  any  unnecessary  torture  or  rigor. 
In  all  this  businessw  Mr.  D.  said,  where  you  em- 
ploy warriors,  whether  by  land  or  water,  that  de- 
partment called  the  staff,  the  agents,  purveyors 
of  supplies,  dec,  is  the  branch  of  the  service  to 
which  you  must  look  for  waste.  On  merely 
casting  the  eye  along  the  decks  of  our  vessels,  the 
conduct  of  tlie  officers,  and  the  manner  in  which 
the  men  behaved,  indicated  a  sort  of  conduct 
which  appeared  to  him  incompatible  with  waste, 
laxity  or  discipline,  or  want  of  attention  to  duty. 
Generally  speaking,  the  civil  branch  of  the  ser- 
vice was  the  reverse  of  this.  Mr.  D.  adverted 
to  the  mode  of  equipping  vessels,  and  reprobated 
the  scrambling,  which  he  had  understood  often 
took  place  for  equipments,  as  incompatible  with 
methodical  arrangement,  and  correct  distribution 
of  supplies.  It  was  wasteful  and  inconsistent 
with  regular   accountability.    It  was  not  the 


HISTORY  OF  COmKESa 


-mo 


H.  OF  R. 


Reduction  oj  the  Mmy. 


Apbjl,  laio. 


course  pursued  in  the  navy  yards  of  other  nations. 
The  commander  of  a  man  of  war  in  other  coun- 
tries was  not  permitted  to  go  into  a  navy  yard; 
he  could  not  tnere  claim  to  have  everything  new 
on  board  his  vessel.  When  every  man  was  suf- 
fered to  maoage  as  he  would,  there  was  no  secur- 
ity for  the  economical  conduct  oi  an  establish- 
ment ;  for  the  more  anxious  was  each  comman- 
der to  have  bis  own  vessel  exclusively  well 
equipped,  the  more  would  the  public  suffer.  He 
was,  therefore,  for  adopting  some  system  of  rigor- 
dus  retrenchment — what  it  should  be  be  did  not 
know.  In  the  nature  of  the  thing  he  was  confi- 
tfient  it  could  be  done;  without  it  there  must  be 
much  waste.  At  present,  therefore,  he  was  against 
atrlkiog  out  the  frigates  from  the  Naval  Estab- 
lishment. A  reform  in  the  expense  was  the  great 
desideratum,  not  the  abolition  of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  D.  said  he  would  submit  to  the  House  one 
consideration:  the  appearance  which  the  pas- 
sage of  such  a  bill  would  present  to  the  world 
after  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  commencement 
of  the  present  session.  For  bis  own  part,  indeed, 
he  bad  deemed  it  useless  to  make  declarations  of 
naiional  independence,  or  to  resolve  against  sub- 
mission; but  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion a  resolution  bad  been  passed  respecting  what 
bad  taken  place  between  the  Executive  and  the 
British  Minister,  and  then  Congress  had  pledged 
themselves  to  call  forth  the  whole  force  of  the 
nation  to  stand  by  and  support  the  President. 
He  bad  supposed  this  unnecessary,  improper,  and 
exceptionable  in  some  respects.  But  at  the  same 
session,  when  the  controversy  was  chiefly  re- 
specting maritime  privileges,  if  they  should  not 
only  reduce  but  sell  the  Navy,  what  would  the 
world  say,  when  they  had  seen  the  beginning 
and  end  of  the  session  7  Would  it  be  possible 
that  foreign  Powers  could  look  up  with  any  rev- 
erence to  their  acts?  We  shall,  said  he,  be  re- 
duced to  such  a  situation  that  even  the  apprehen- 
sion of  our  hatred  could  not  insure  respect  from 
foreign  Governments,  if  we  suffer  our  conduct  to 
be  so  completely  at  war  with  our  own  acts.  In 
order  to  possess  some  appearance  of  respectabil- 
ity in  the  estimation  of  others,  the  most  expedi- 
ent course  would  be  to  establish  economy  and 
f provide  for  a  less  profuse  distribution  of  the  pub- 
ic moneys,  but  to  retain  the  public  armed  ves- 
sels, that  we  may  be  in  a  condition  for  effectual 
service  whenever  it  is  deemed  expedient.  By 
this  course  we  may  save  more  or  property  as 
well  as  character  than  by  an  abolition  of  the 
Navy;  and  if  we  save  both  it  is  better  than  to 
lEave  the  one  and  lose  the  other. 

In  allusion  to  a  remtfrk  of  Mr.MDMFOBDagainst 
the  bill,  Mr.  D.  said  that  in  regard  to  what  was 
formerly  said  respecting  millions  for  defence  and 
not  a  cent  for  tribute,  that  doctrine  was  a  very 
good  one,  but  it  had  no  connexion  with  crawling 
within^  ourselves  in  time  of  danger—with  the 
terrapin  policy — with  drawing  in  head  and  claws 
so  that  no  part  of  the  body  should  be  exposed  ; 
and  those  who  were  for  that  course,  ^because  re- 
ally they  had  not  provided  any  shell,)  could  not 
▼ery  well  appeal  for  their  justification  to  the  doc- 


trine of  "  millions  for  defence  and  not  a  cent  for 
tribute,"  and  yet  he  believed  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  himseif  had  voted  for  that  sys- 
tem of  terrapin  defence.  AUhoagh,  said  Mr. 
D.,'I  was  against  that  thing,  yet  there  were  men 
distinguished  for  talents  and  worth,  and  who  are 
eminent  in  the  councils  of  their  country,  who 
entertained  sentiments  widely  different.  This 
policy  was  borrowed  from  the  colonial  system; 
we  did  not  assutne  the  spirit  of  a  nation,  perhaps; 
we  recollected  what  we  had  done  before  when 
we  were  colonies,  and  perhaps  gentlemen  thought 
the  efibrts  of  children  might  succeed  when  they 
had  attained  to  manhood.  It  was  a  delusion.  If 
gentlemen,  In'Wever,  now  s^  through  their  error, 
their  desire  to  correct  it  ought  not  to  be  con- 
demned. 

Mr.  Bassctt  was  of  opinion  with  Mr.  D.  that 
reform  rather  than  reduction  of  the  Naval  Estab- 
lishment ought  to  be  their  object.  He  was  glad 
to  fiod  that  when  the  Navy  was  brooght  into 
view,  other  ideas  than  those  of  mere  commerce 
began  to  be  associated  with  it.  Heretofore  it 
had  only  been  advocated  as  a  means  for  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce.  Mr.  B.  said  he  lived  in  a 
district  which  was  sensibly  alive  to  the  benefits 
of  a  navy.  The  district  which  he  represented 
had  within  it  more  water  than  land.  It  there- 
fore became  essential  to  the  defence  of  his  con- 
stituents that  they  should  have  a  floating  protec- 
tion. It  was  impossible,  in  the  nature  oi  things, 
that  they  could  be  defended  but  by  a  floating  de- 
fence. Surely  there  could  be  no  gentleman  in 
the  House  who  was  not  sensible  of  the  aecessity 
of  protection!  It  might  be  a  favorite  point  in 
a  monarchy  to  keep  the  country  unprotected,  and 
thus  under  the  control  of  the  Grovernment,  but 
the  motto  of  Republics  should  be  universal  jus- 
tice, equal  rights,  and  common  defence.  He 
asked  gentlemen  to  look  at  the  magnitude  of  the 
object  of  defending  our  seacoasts,  which  could 
not  be  less  than  three  thousand  miles  in  extent, 
and,  takiog  into  consideration  the  sides  of  our 
navigable  rivers,  that  extent  would  be  doubled. 
If  gentlemen  would  but  for  a  tnoment  consider 
the  immense  space  which  was  exi>osedy  they 
would  see  all  the  importance  of  securing  an  ade- 
quate defence.  The  House  had  been  told,  and 
certainly  very  truly,  that  there  was  a  maritime 
force  rising  in  our  neighborhood.  The  House 
had  been  told,  also,  and  told  correctly,  too,  that 
at  least  two  large  vessels  were  building  in  their 
own  waters  for  the  use  of  that  growiiig  maritime 
Power.  At  the  very  moment,  said  Mr.  B.,  that 
we  know  that  the  blacks  of  St.  Domingo  are 
building  vessels,  shall  we  dispose  of  our  public 
armed  vessels?  Let  me  ask  who  will  buy  them 
when  put  into  the  market?  Who  but  Christophe 
and  Petioo  ?  It  is  reduced  to  a  certainty  that  if 
we  put  them  now  to  the  hammer,  they  must  go 
in  that  direction.  I  ask  gentlemen  seriously  to 
weigh  that  consideration. 

The  situation  of  our  Navy  is  at  present  suffi- 
ciently reduced.  We  have  only  five  frigates  in 
actual  service.  The  Chesapeake,  for  want  of 
repairs,  is  now  in  harbor.    If  gentlemen  are  anx- 
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ioas  that  sbe  should  be  laid  up  lo  ordinarf^  I 
would  accord  id  it;  but  I  woula  prefer  to  leave 
this  subject  entirely  to  the  discretion  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive.   I  know,  sir,  how  apt  a  proposition  of 
this  sort  is  to  be  met  by  a  suggestion  of  Presiden- 
tial coofideDce ;  but  when  we  come  to  consider 
our  particularsituation,  that  we  are  putting  it  into 
the  power  of  the  President,  not  to  add  to  the  bur- 
dens of  the  people,  but  to  relieve  them,  that  wilt 
be  thought  a  sound  argument  to  justify  the  course 
of  leaviD|f  the  whole  matter  to  the  discretion  of 
the  President.    The  wisdom  of  the  last  and  of 
the  present  Congress  has  kept  in  service   five 
frigates.    We  cannot  remain-  in  session  at  all 
times;  and  we  are  at  this  moment  extremely 
doubtful  as  to  the  aspect  our  affairs  will  assume 
as  (0  foreign  nations.    I  would  ask  gentlemen  if 
former  experience  does  not  warn  us  that  if  we 
hare  an  accommodation  with  oiie  belligerent,  it 
will  but  lead  to  a  wider  breach  with  the  other? 
But  if  this  occurrence  does  not  take  place,  and 
eYerythiog  should  turn  out  happily,  my  proposi- 
tion would  leave  it  in  the  power  of  the  Executive 
to  secure  the  public  against  loss.    The  expense 
is  Dot  drawn  upon  us  by  the  Executive,  but  it  is 
such  as  the  wisdom  of  tbe  National  Legislature 
has  thought  proper  to  incur.    Therefore  I  think 
it  fair  to  consider  the  subject  in  this  way.    As 
we  are  about  to  separate,  and  as  present  appear- 
ances would  not  warrant  our  givins  up  any  spe- 
cies of  protection,  we  shall  be  justified  in  giving 
a  discretionary  power  to  the  Executive  to  put 
dowDsQch  part  of  the  Naval  Establishment  as 
he  may  in  future  think  it  justifiable  to  part  with. 
I  am  not  one  of  those  who  thiiik  the  expense 
of  the  Navy  a  sufficient  argument  for  disposing 
of  it  altogether.    I  have  Men<  asked  what  has 
the  Nary  done.    1  can  answer  for  a  large  portion 
of  my  constituents,  that  it  has  kept  them  quiet 
in  miod.    Is  it  not  important  that  the  men  who 
live  on  tbe  seaboard  should  know  that  we  have  a 
force  to  repel  attack  ?    What  sort  of  attack  have 
we  cause  to  expect  1    A  serious  invasion  ?    Cer- 
tainljr  not.    The  sort  of  attack  which  we  ought 
to  guard  against  is  the  predatory  attack,  made  at 
a  small  expense,  to  out  great  injury.    If  we  do 
awajr  the  naval  system  entirely,  our  whole  sea- 
coast  will  be  liable  to  be  ravaged.    A  single  frig- 
ate, a  single  privateer,  a  single  pirate,  might  come 
into  your  waters  and  injure  your  citizens  to  a 
considerable  amount.    It  has  been  mentioned, 
and  I  have  seen  an  official  intimation  of  it,  that 
two  or  three  vessels,  in  the  shape  of  pirates,  had 
^pped  vessels  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi. 
The  force  now  imbodied  on  the  ocean  is  not 
more  than  adequate  to  the  security  of  the  nation 
against  predatory  warfare.    I  am  willing,  not- 
wiihsunding  this,  to  leave  it  lo  the  Executive 
discreiioQ  lo  lessen  the  burden. 

I  regret  much  that  at  this  period  of  the  session 
we  cannot  go  into  an  examination  of  the  expendi- 
tures the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  complains 
of.  I  chink  it  proper  to  observe  that  for  one  I 
8aa!l  be  willing  to  receive  his  assistance  in  de- 
tecting abuses.  I  believe  the  gentleman  at  ptes- 
«Qt  at  the  head  of  the  Navy  Department  has  every 


disposition  to  correct  them.  But  at  the  same 
time  that  is  not  sufficient  for  us.  I  do  not  koon^ 
of  any  unnecessary  expenses,  or  I  should  bring 
them  to  public  view ;  I  do  believe  there  is  not  that 
want  ofsystem  which  the  gentleman  seems  to  sup- 
pose. This  much  I  know;  that  at  all  the  navy 
yards  are  proper  officers  for  distribt^ting  stores. 
There  all  the  rigging,  ropes,  doe.,  dbc,  are  kept 
apart,  and^  as  far  as  a  landsman,  a  lubber  like 
myself,  can  judge,  appear  in  great  order. 

In  relation  to  the  smaller  vessels  it  appears  by 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  that  thef 
are  in  perfect  repair.  The  expense  of  sailing^ 
them  is  tbe  only  expense.  I  c^^nndt  but  again  re- 
peat, because  I  think  it  of  the  last  importance, 
that  the  security  which  these  small  vessels  gives 
us  greatly  outweighs  all  disadvantages  of  expense. 
If  we  can  lessen  the  expense,  let  us  do  it,  in  the 
hope  that  at  another  session  we  shall  be  able  19 
find  out  where  the  evil  exists.  It  is  generally 
said,  when  this  subject  is  under  consideration! 
that  we  cannot  attempt  to  cope  with  Qreat  Brit- 
ain. Because  we  cannot,  are  we  to  succumb  to 
others  1  "To  provide  no  protection  against  small- 
er Powers  ?  At  this  moment  the  master  of  a^ 
American  merchant  vessel  is  employed  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Emperor  of  China,  a  country  posseis- 
sing  the  greatest  population  in  the  worlds  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  the  citizens  of  the  Emperor 
against  some  small  pirates.  Is  there  a  fact  can 
speak  more  strongly  to  us,  that,  without  some 
sort  of  naval  defence,  with  such  a  seacoast  as  we 
have,  (and  let  it  be  recollected,  sir,  that  our  sea- 
coast  is  much  greater  in  proportion  to  our  popu- 
MtioQ  than  the'Chinese,)  we  shall  beat  tbe  mercf 
of  the  worst  of  the  human  race  ? 

It  was  asked  what  mighty  good  the  Navy  has 
done.  Let  me  ask  the  gentleman  who  asked  thfit 
question,  what  mighty  good  our  Arm^  has  done 
by  land  ?    When  we  consider  the  point  of  ex- 

Cmse,  let  us  consider  the  evils  of  diflferent  sorts, 
et  me  ask  gentlemen  if  the  evils  depicted  to 
exist  in  Peru,  where  gold  abounds,  do  not  equal 
anything  they  can  imagine  to  proceed  from  the 
want  of  money  1  We  must  forget  the  evils  that 
force  produces  in  the  necessity  which  exists  for 
having  it.  We  cannot  say,  because  some  evil 
results  from  force,  that  we  will  not  have  it ;  for, 
if  you  have  it  not,  others  will  Our  own  expe- 
rience should  teach  us  the  necessity  of  it.  What 
was  tbe  effect  of  our  eloquent  addresses,  when 
colonies,  placed  at  the  foot  of  the  British  throne? 
They  (the  British)  sent  a  fleet  and  army  to  Bos- 
ton. They  did  not  tell  you  power  was  right ;  but 
tbey  said  it  with  their  fleet  and  army.  Reason 
will  tell  us  the  same  now;  it  is  impossible  to 
meet  force  but  by  force.  The  effects  of  naval 
fcH'ce  are  well  remembered.  It  is  well  recollect'* 
ed  that  in  the  Revolution  Cornwallis  marched 
from  Charleston  to  Virginia.  When  he  got  there, 
a  French  fleet  was  on  the  coast.  The  very  mo- 
ment the  fleet  advanced  by  water^  Cornwallis 
surrendered.  Here  was  evidence  of^the  effect  of 
naval  force.  And  it  is  by  its  efficiency  that  we 
must  balance  the  great  objection  of  expense.  I 
hare  heard  it  stated  here  how  much  more  «x* 
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pense  a  sailor  is  tbaD  a  soldier.  If  we  look  to 
the  fact,  and  contrast  the  efficiency  of  the  two,  we 
shall  find  that  the  superior  efficiency  of  the  sailor 
sreatly  outweighs  the  additional  expense.  There 
IS  one  fact,  very  strongly  illustrative  of  this  prin- 
ciple, drawn  from  British  history.  It  is  found,  by 
the  papers  laid  before  Parliament,  that  the  pres- 
ent naval  establishment  costs  seveateen  millions 
annually.  The  expense  of  the  army  is  nearly  the 
same.  With  seventeen  millions  of  water  force, 
the  na,vy  of  Great  Britain  makes  her  mistress  of 
the  ocean  ;  with  seventeen  millions,  the  land  force 
of  Great  Britain  is  contemptible.  As  concerns 
ourselves,  all  the  attack  we  can  expect  to  receive 
is  on  the  ocean  or  on  the  seacoast,  and  we  can  by 

*  this  fact  see  demonstrably  that  we  can  procure 
more  protection  for  a  certain  number  of  dollars 
expended  on  the  water  than  we  can  from  the 
same  number  of  dollars  expended  on  the  land. 
History  shows  that  Republws  are  always  naval 
Powers;  and  navies  have  preserved  their  exist- 
ence. The  history  of  England,  instead  of  de« 
stroying  thb  argument,  is  in  favor  of  it ;  the  cele- 
brated exploits  of  the  Dutch  confirm  it.  Eng- 
land, though  a  monarchy,  is  the  freest  in  Europe, 
and  all  nations  have  enjoyed  the  greatest  naval 
celebrity  when  they  have  been  most  free.  A  navy 
has  no  great  general  at  the  head  of  it,  wielding  an 
immense  body  of  armed  men.  The  commanders 
of  ships  have  a  very  different  influence.  The 
admiral  himself  cannot  act  on  the  land.  History 
does  not  show  an  instance  where  an  attack  was 
made  on  the  liberty  of  a  nation  from  that  quarter. 
I  am  therefore  disposed  to  give  my  feeble  aid  to 
support  an  efficient  force  upon  the  water  rather 
than  upon  the  land  ;  and  I  believe  the  present  es- 
tablishment is  by  no  means  beyond  what  ought 
to  exist. 

Mr.  Randolph  said,  that,  as  his  objections  to 
the  Navy  went  to  the  whole  system,  he  would 
make  his  observations  at  large,  in  preference  to 
reserving  them  in  detached  parts  on  the  various 
details  of  the  bill.  My  object,  said  Mr.  R.,  is  to 
endeavor  to  persuade  the  House  that  they  ought 
not  to  concur  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House.  I  have  ever  believed  that  the 
people  of  the  United  States  were  destined  to  be- 
«  come,at  some  period  or  other,a  great  naval  Power. 
The  unerring  indications  of  that  fact  were  pre- 
sented to  us  in  a  tonnage  and  number  of  seamen 
exceeding  those  of  any  other  nation  in  the  world, 
one  only  excepted.  When,  therefore,  I  proposea 
to  reduce  th^  Naval  Establishment  of  the  United 
States,  it  was  not  for  the  pitiful  object  of  putting 
down  some  five  or  seven  gunboats  and  two  or  three 
unimportant  navy  yards,  or  of  making  the  mighty 
reduction  contemplated  in  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  In  other  words,  it 
was  not  for  the  pu^iose  of  making  barely  such  a 
retrenchment  in  the  naval  expenditure  as  might 

,  enable  Government,  after  such  retrenchment  was 
effected,  to  go  on  with  the  aid  of  loans  and  taxes* 
We  bad  two  views  of  the  probable  state  of  the 
nation  presented  to  us  during  this  session.  The 
first  was  a  view  of  war,  in  which  case  it  was  agreed 
on  all  hands  that  loans  and  taxes  would  be  necea- 


sary ;  the  next  was  a  view  of  peace,  in  which  case 
it  was  believed  that  loans  and  taxes  were  aooe- 
cessary,  and  was  so  pronounced  from  the  highest 
authority  in  the  country  on  financial  coDceros. 
But  now  it  seems  to  have  a  view  of  reduced  mil- 
itary and  naval  expenditure  which  does  not  obri- 
ate  the  necessity  of  loans  and  taxes.  My  object 
in  the  proposed  reduction  was  not  to  enable  ihe 
Government  to  get  on  with  the  aid  of  loaosaod 
taxes,  but  to  make  such  a  reduction  as  would  have 
enabled  the  Government  to  dispense  with  a  recur- 
rence to  them. 

I  have  said,  sir,  that  the  United  States  were, 
in  my  opinion,  destined  to  become  a  great  Daral 
Power;  and  I  have  read  unerring  indications  of 
it  in  the  commercial  prosperity  of  our  coontry, 
out  of  which  alone  it  can  grow.    Bat  I  beliere, 
if  anything  could  retard  or  evenioally  desuoy  it— 
if  anything  could  strangle  in  the  cradle  the  infaot 
Hercules  of  the  American  Navy — it  would  be  the 
very  injudicious  mode  in  which  that  power  has 
been  attempted  to  be  premaiarelv  broueht  into 
action, and  kept  in  action,  during  the  twolast  Ad- 
ministrations.   Again,  a  naval  Power  necessarilf 
grows  out  of  tonnage  and  seamen.    We  hare  sot 
only  driven  away  our  tonnage,  but  have  exerted 
ourselves  with  no  little  zeal,  even  at  this  rery  ses- 
sion, to  prevent  its  ever  coming  back.    We  bare 
not  been  willing  to  consent  that  vessels  polluted 
by  the  unpardonable  sin  of  a  breach  of  the  em- 
bargo should  return.     True  it  is,  that  we  bare 
not  made  the  same  provision  in  relation  to  sea- 
men :  we  have  conceived  the  guilt  rather  lo  reside 
in  the  wood  or  iron,  than  in  the  men  who  con- 
ducted it.    But,  although  we  have  no  prorision 
for  the  express  purpose  that  they  should  not  return, 
unfortunately  they  have  not  returned]  and  the 
proof  of  this  fact  is  evinced  by  another,  viz:  that 
land«men  are  at  this  moment  employed  on  board 
our  few  ships  of  war^  because  aeameo  cannot  be 
procured.    Our  tonnage  and  seamen,  then— the 
sinews  of  naval  power — are  wounded  by  oar  own 
measures,  to  a  considerable  degree.     Again;  it 
has  always  been  understood,  according  to  mj  riew 
of  the  subject,  that  one  of  the  principal  usesofa 
navy  was  to  protect  commerce;  but, oar  ponii* 
cal  rule  for  some  time  past  has  been  that  of  inverse 
proportion,  and  we  have  discovered  that  com- 
merce is  the  natural  protector  of  a  navy.   Tbe 
proof  of  this  is  found,  if  not  in  every  act  of  tbis 
House,  certainly  in  most  of  the  speeches  delirered 
on  this  floor.    I  need  only  allude  to  a  speech  made 
by  a'colleague  of  mine.  (Mr.  Ghoc^om,)  whousa- 
ally  sits  on  my  right  hand,  a  few  days  ago,  m 
which  he  staled  that  the  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce was  specially  given  by  the  CoDstitoiioo  to 
the  United  States — not  as  a  means  of  raisins  rer- 
eoue,  equalizing  duties  throughout  the  Uniied 
Slates,  and  making  all  in  fact  one  famii]r-'oat. 
that  it  was  put  into  the  hands  of  Congress  w* 
scorpion-whip  to  bring  the  other  nations  of  toe 
world  to  our  terms;  that,  by  turning  away  tbe 
light  of  our  countenance — the  sunshine  of  ourcoO" 
mercial  bounty — they  might  wither  snd  decay- 

I  had  always  thought  too,  sir,  that  the  rpreo^e 
which  a  Naval  fistablishment  naturally  calls  W 
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was  to  be  fouiided  on  commercial  greatness;  in 
other  words,  that  commerce  was  to  giTe  us  rcTe- 
Due,and  reTenue  was  to  support  a  navy,  which  in 
return  was  to  protect  commerce.  Bat,  it  seems 
we  have  changed  all  this — we  have  perverted  the 
whole  coarse  of  procedure — and  why  ?  Sir,  shall 
we  keep  up  an  expensive  Naval  Establishment, 
necessarily  driving  us  into  loans  and  taxes,  for  the 
protection  of  a  commerce  which  the  Qoveroment 
itseifsays  we  shall  not  carry  on  $  and  when  mem- 
bers of  this  House  tell  us  that  the  natural  protec- 
tion of  commerce  is  the  annihilation  of  itl  The 
Navy  has  now  become  a  sort  of  fifth -wheel  to  the 
political  coach,  and  I  am  unwilling  to  keep  it  up, 
at  this  expense,  on  these  grounds. 

If,  sir,  the  construction  which  I  have  taken  of 
the  sense  of  the  House  and  of  ihe  Government  be 
not  correct,  whence  comes  it  that  we  have  such 
cases  before  us  as  that  of  Daniel  Buck  ?    Whence 
comes  it  that  we  hear  of  Treasury  instructions, 
not  issued  in  the  first  instance  for  the  purpose  of 
expounding  a  law  touching  the  clearances  of  ves- 
sels, that  uniformity  may  prevail  in  the  different 
districts,  but  sapplementarv  instructions,  becom- 
ing io  practice  the  actual  law  of  the  laud  ?    In 
oiket  words,  if  my  construction  be  not  correct, 
wbeoce  comes  it  that  every  principle  formerly 
called  federal — every  principle  of  Executive  eu' 
erg^  and  power — has  been  strained  of  late  to  an 
extent  heretofore  unparalleled  ?    Whence  comes 
it,  that  in  the  archives  of  this  Assembly,  we  find 
copies  of  licenses  given  by  the  Executive  power 
of  the  nation — ^to  do  what?    To  permit  one  part 
of  this  Confederacy  to  supply  another  part  with 
bread!     We  have  .had  Executive  licenses,  gra- 
ciously permuting  that  a  portion  of  our  citizens 
should  not  starve  while  the  rest  were  revellini;  in 
plenty,  and  suITerine  for  want  of  a  market !    Let 
us  suppose,  that  in  the  fragments  of  history  of  the 
aucientnationsof  the  earth,  of  those  periods  which 
are  most  involved  in  obscurity,  we  should  find 
ao  Imperial  rescript  to  this  effect,  what  would  be 
the  inevitable  conclusion  of  the  historian  ?    That. 
if  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Government  could 
at  pleasure  starve  one  part  of  the  people  while 
another  was  rioting  in  plenty,  that  the  individ- 
ual who  held  this  power  was  the  greatest  despot 
OQ  earth,  and  the  Government  a  purely  unmixed 
despotism.     But,  sir,  it  would   be  improper  to 
draw  any  such  conclusion  here,  because  we  are 
the  most  enlightened  people  on  earth — I  believe 
ve  have  placed  that  on  record.    It  was  nothing 
but  the  protection  of  the  Navy -of  the  United 
States,  and  a  desire  of  avenging  the  attack  on  the 
Chesapeake — for,  among  all  the  cfiuses  of  the  em- 
bargo, we  hear  of  none  oftener  than  the  attack  on 
the  Chesapeake  j — it  was  nothing  but  a  defence, 
not  only  of  the  commercial  interests,  but  of  the 
navaUtrength  of  the  nation,  which  created  this  dic- 
tatorship in  the  person  of  the  Chief  Magistrate. 
It  was  not  that  we  are  naturally  more  prone  to 
slavery  than  others,  but  it  was  for  the  preserva- 
tioo  of  our  national  defence,  (if  that  be  not  posi- 
tively opposed  to  national  defence  which  costs 
fuQr  millions, and  which,  when  Greek  meeU  Greek, 
and  the  tug  of  war  comes,  must  take  refuge  under 


such  measures  as  those  I  have  mentioned.)  No^ 
sir;  my  object  in  the  bill  which  I  presented  Uy 
the  House  was  a  great  one :  it  was  to  enable  us  to> 
dispense  with  a  loan  to  the  acknowledged  amount 
of  S5,ldO,000 — to  enable  us  to  dispense  with  tax- 
ation, to  an  amount  which  no  man  can  calculate, 
(if,  indeed,  the  system  which  passed  this  House 
was  constructed  to  bring  in  revenue  at  all.)  It 
was  not  a  little,  paltry  affair  of  reduciog  a  couple 
of  navy  yards ;  not  to  bury  the  dead,  who  have 
been  already  interred  in  the  marshes  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi ;  not  twice  to  slay  the  slain :  it  was  for  a 
great  public  object.  Really,  sir,  the  reduction  of 
the  gentleman  from  PennsVlvania  f  Mr.  Smilib) 
reminds  me  very  forcibly  or  an  incident  whith  is 
said  to  have  taxen  place  at  the  discovery  of  the 
ffunpowder  plot.  When  commissioners  were  sent 
into  the  Parliament  vaults,  to  examine  into  the 
situation  of  the  gunpowder  and  combustibles  col- 
lected together  for  the  purpose  of  blowiug  up  the 
King,  the  Parliament,  and  the  whole  constitutioD. 
they  returned,  and  reported  that  they  had  found 
fifty  barrets  of  gun  fkowder ;  that  they  had  removed 
five-and-twenty  barrels,  and  humbly  trusted  that 
the  remaining  fiveand-twenty  would  do  oo  harm! 
This  is  precisely  the  reduction  which  the  Com- 
mittee and  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
have  agreed  to  make.  It  ia  a  reduction  which 
will  not  do  any  effectual  service,  and  I  therefore 
hope  the  House  will  not  accord  in  it. 

But,  we  are  told  that  great  and  gigantic  events 
in  Europe  are  .to  be  arrested.  That  which  the 
British  navy  cannot  do,  I  suppose,  or  that  which 
the  combined  Continental  forceis  opposed  to  her 
cannot  effect,  is  to  be  decided  hereby  three  frig- 
ates ;  for  that  is  precisely  the  extent  to  which,  if 
I  understand  him,  he  is  willing  to  go.  It  seems, 
we  are  also  to  suffer  a  total  ^ss  of  the  ships  to  be 
sold,  they  being  unfit  for  every  other  purpose. 
Are  they  unfit  for  the  East  India  trade?  Was  not 
the  first  vessel  which  ever  doubled  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States, 
the  old  frigate  Alliance  ?  And  would  not  these 
vesselsjf  8oid,be  purchased  for  that  and  for  other 
purposes  ;  more  especially  when  we  consider  the 
immense  loss  of  tonnage  Which  the  United  States 
have  sustained — I  will  not  say  how,  but  when— 
within  the  last  two  years  1  But  this,  if  well  found- 
ed, would  be  no  objection  with  me  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Navy.  I  am  willing  to  put  a  clause 
in  the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  give  the 
frigates  away,  if  he  cannot  sell  them.  My  ob- 
jection to  the  expense  is  not  merely  to  pounds, 
shillings,  and  ])ence — not  merely  to  the  counting- 
house  calculation — but  to  expenses  utterly  incom- 
mensurate to  the  object  to  which  those  expenses 
profess  to  go,  and  to  a  system  of  organized  public; 
plunder.  If  we  agree  to  make  this  reduction, 
however,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Babsett,)  foreigners 
will  purchase  from  us  ships  of  the  best  construc- 
tion in  the  world,  on  the  best  terms.  I  believe,  if 
the  gentleman's  knowledge  on  the  state  of  our 
public  ships  was  as  accurate  as  perhaps  it  is  on 
other  subjects,  he  would  hardly  suspect  foreign- 
ers of  coming  to  our  markets  for  the  purpose  of 
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bsy  ing  those  ships  to  annoy  our  commerce.  Who 
will  become  the  purchasers— -Great  Britain  ?  Af- 
ter faaviog  given  her  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
tons  of  your  shippins  now  sailing  under  the  Brit- 
ish flag,  and  manned  her  navy  with  your  seamen 
driven  from  your  employment,  do  you  believe  the 
Admiralty  will  send  across  the  Atlantic  to  buy 
the  bulks  rotting  at  the  navy-yard ;  or  would  it 
be  a  forebidable  accession  to  the  British  navy, 
especially  when  four  of  these  vessels  are  abso- 
lutely unflt  for  any  purpose  whatever?  I  pre- 
aukne  that  even  the  Emperor  of  France,  if  it  were 
an  object  with  him  to  have  these  famous  models 
of  naval  architecture  at  Antwerp,  would  hardly 
venture  to  purchase  them,  and  run  the  risk  of 
getting  them  across  the  ocean.  I  conceive  you 
could  bardly  get  insurance  done  on  them  at  Phil- 
adelphia or  Baltimore.  The  idea  of  keeping  these 
vessels  i^  absolutely  idle,  unless  gentlemen  are 
disposed  to  send  their  con]  merce  on  the  ocean,  and 
eooploy  force  in  the  protection  of  it.. 

Sir,  I  am  extremely  exhausted  already — and  I 
presume  the  House  are  fully  aft  fatigued  with  me 
as  I  am  with  myself— but  I  will  endeavor  to  go 
along  with  my  loose  remarks.     The  panegyric 
which  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr. 
Dana)  has  been  pleased  to  bestow  on  tlie  Amer- 
ican naval  officers,  I  have  not  the  least  indisposi- 
tion to  subscribe  to,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  will 
permit  me  to  go.    As  far  as  my  information  ex- 
tends— as  far  as  I  have  the  pleasure,  and  I  may 
add  the  honor,  of  being  acquainted  with  those 
gentlemen — there  is  no  class  in  society  whom  I 
think  more  highly  deserving.    And  I  did  hope, 
when  the  gentleman  went  into  this  eulogium  on 
the  one  hand,  and  inference  at  least  of  censure  on 
that  which  he  has  been  pleased  to  term  "The  Staff 
of  the  Navy"— but  which  I  suppose  I  may  as  well 
call  the  civU  branchy  who  have  the  control  and 
management  of  the  ci  vU  service ;  not  the  men  who 
fieht  the  battles,  but  who  pocket  the  greatest  part 
of  the  emolument— that  he  would  have  been  more 
panicular.    Sir,  I  do  know  that  comparisons  are 
extremely  unpleasant,and  no  consideration  would 
induce  me  to  go  into  them,  especially  after  the 
observation  of  my  friend  before  me,  (Mr.  Macon,) 
but  the  discharge  of  an  imperious  public  duty. 
I  can  have  no  hopes  of  deriving  anything  further 
ihan  experience  from  the  past  Administrations. 
It  is  to  iiiake  use  of  this  experience  that  I  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  comparative  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy  under  the  several  Adminis- 
trations. 

I  find,  from  the  Treasury  statement  in  my  hand, 
made  on  the  5th  of  this  month,  that  the  Navy, 
under  General  Washington's  administration,  cost 
(1,100,000 ;  that  during  the  four  years  of  Mr.  Ad- 
ams's admin ibtratioo,  it  cost  $9,700,000,  in  round 
numbers;  that,  in  the  eight  years  of  the  succeed- 
ing Administration,  it  cost  $12,700,000.  I  make 
these  remarks,  because  the  statement  differs  from 
that  made  by  the  worthy  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut in  this  respect;  that,  when  he  made  the 
expenditure  under  the  last  Administration  to 
amount  to  fourteen  millions,  he  did,  in  my  opin- 
ion, improperly  saddle  that  Administration  with 


the  expenditure  of  the  year  1801,  viz :  92,111,^ 
authorized  and  voted  under  Mr.  Adams's  admio- 
istratiott.  From  the  mere  glance  at  this  paper 
it  will  be  seen,  that  from  1801  to  1802,  the  expend* 
iture  fell  from  the  above  sum  of  $2,000,000  to 
$900,000,  marking  distinctly  the  retrenchnieot  ic 
the  period  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  accession.  The  fint 
year  properly  chargeable  to  the  }asi  Admioistn- 
tion  is  that  succeeding  the  one  in  which  ihef 
came  into  office,  viz :  1802.  I  find,  also,  from  t 
comparison  of  the  statements  in  the  same  docD- 
meot,  that  the  most  extravagant  year  of  the  sec- 
ond Administration  was  the  year  1800 — the  yoi 
after  1  first  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  Hoase- 
when  the  expenditure  amounted  to  $3,448,71& 
The  most  extravagant  year  of  the  last  Adminis- 
tration was  the  year  succeeding  its  going  out  of 
office,  the  expenses  of  which  were  incurred  and 
voted  by  it,  viz:  to  the  amount  of  $2,427,793. 

Against  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  1,  in 
common  with  many  others,  did  and  do  yet  eoier- 
tain  a  sentiment  of  hostility,  and  have  repeatedly 
cried  out  against  it  for  extravagance,  and  for  pro- 
fusion, and  for  waste — wanton  waste — of  the  pub- 
lic resources.    I  find,  however,  upon  considera- 
tion— whether  from  the  nature  of  man,  or  from 
the  nature  of  tfain^,  or  from  whatever  other  eaase 
— that  that  Administration,  grossly  exiravagaot 
as  I  did  then  and  still  do  believe  it  to  hare  been, 
if  tried  by  the  criterion  of  the  sncceediog  one,  was 
a  ptittern  of  retrenchment  and  economy ;  aod  I 
ask  the  House  to  put  the  question  to  tbemseires, 
whether  we  are  likely  to  see,  at  any  future  period, 
an  Administration  more  economical  than  that  of 
which  we  have  just  now  taken  leave?  And  this 
I  say,  without  meaning  to  cast  the  slightest  im- 
putation on  the  present.    The  person  now  «t  tbe 
head  of  affairs,  has,  at  least  in  one  respect,  con- 
ducted himself  in  his  high  office  in  a  spirit  dear 
to  my  heart — it  is  the  spirit  of  a  centlemaD.   Tbe 
first  session  of  Congress  under  the  last  Admiois- 
tration  was  a  period  of  retrenchment   Throw 
the  session  of  last  summer  out  of  the  question,  and 
this  must  be  the  session  of  reform  under  the  pres- 
ent.   Have  we  any  reason  to  conclude,  from  what 
we  have  seen  or  heard,  that  we  can  look  forward 
to  any  policy  more  economical  than  that  of  the 
Administration  of  which  we  have  just  ttkea 
leave  ?    I  wish  it  to  be  clearly  understood,  that  to 
the  year  1800,  in  which  our  expenses  amooDted 
to  $3,448,000,  we  had  three  44-gno  frigates;  six 
frigates,  from  44  to  32 ;  two  of  32,  of  a  lar^e  size; 
four  of  32,  smaller;  eight  from  32  to  20;  thr^ 
sloops  of  war  and  four  brigs,  from  18  to  16;  m 
^re  brigs  and  schooners,  from  14  to  12  goDs- 
employing  a  total  of  7,296  seamen.    This  Admio- 
istration^  too,  it  should  be  remarked,  not  onlf  boot 
every  frigate,  every  vessel  of  respectable  force-- 
yes,  sir.  built  them  from  the  stomp— which  tof 
United  States  now  have,  but  many  others,  whie^ 
have  been  since  sold,  and  the  proceeds  of  whi^A 
have  gone  into  the  Treasury.    At  this  time,  tba, 
when.the  United  States  haa  this  formidable  fsr^ 
afloat ;  when  nearly  8,000  seamen  were  em  plop! 
(I  know  the  documents  only  state  7,300,  batit^ 
told  from  the  beat  authority  there  were  oeaflf 
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8,000,*)  when  oar  flag  at  least  triompbed  in  oar 
own  seas;  when  we  bad  nothing  of  that  svstem 
of  drawing  within  our  shell,  which  the  gentleman 
from  Conaecticat  ao  jastlf  derides ;  when  we  bad 
not  reached  the  soft-shelled  state  in  which  we 
were  placed  bjr  the  non» intercourse  lawj — at  that 
time,  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  cost  nearly 
three  millions  and  a  half,  making  for  each  sea- 
man aboat  $472.  I  know,  sir,  that  these  state- 
ments are  dry,  bat  the)r  are  useful  in  proportion 
as  they  are  dry.  According  to  the  statement  which 
my  colleague  (Mr.BASSETT)  has  made,  and  which 
he  has  totd  you  not  only  came  from  the  Secret 
tary  of  the  Navy,  but  was  in  the  Secretary's  owil 
handwriting,  the  number  of  seamen  which  he  had 
last  year  in  employ  was  2,723,  which  cost  the  na«> 
tion  $2,427,000 — for  each  man  employed,  within  a 
trifle  of  $900!  Now,  sir,  if  every  seaman  under 
the  last  Administration  cost  double  the  expense 
wbtch  was  incurred  for  the  same  man  under  the 
piccediog  one,  if  the  same  system  is  continued, 
we  hare  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  seamen  next 
year  will  coat  doable  of  their  present  expense, 
bat,  even  suppose  the  expense  to  remain  the  same 
as  it  DOW  is,  will  the  Representatives  of  the  Amer- 
ican people  agree  to  maintain  a  naval  force  which 
costs  us  9900  (within  $13)  per  man,  the  ■use  of 
which  no  man  ha»  attempted  to  gaess,  much  less 
to  demonstrate ! 

I  wish  to  be  indalged  in  a  little  farther  com- 
parative political  economy.  I  believe,  sir,  that 
the  same  good  results  in  politics  from  compar- 
ing^ the  merits  of  different  Administrations,  that 
results  in  medicine  and  surgery  fk-om  the  dissec- 
tion of  the  human  body— that  they  are  fairly  to 
be  tried  by  the  same  rules.  I  find,  then,  that  in 
the  year  1800  the  estimated  pay  of  the  officers  is 
$391,000.  and  that  the  estimated  pay  of  the  sea- 
men in  the  same  year  is  $818,000.  And  yet,  sir, 
by  the  estimate  now  before  me,  and  which  any 
gentleman  can  turn  to,  made  for  the  year  1800, 
the  subsistence  of  the  officers,  their  pay,  and  that 
of  the  seamen,  amouuts  only  to  ^96,000 — a  sum 
less,  by  nearly  $100,000,  than  the  estimated  pay 
alone  of  the  officers  in  1800— while  the  expenses 
of  the  whole  Establishment  approach  for  the  last 
year  within  $1,000,000  of  the  expense  of  the  year 
first  mentioned.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for 
these  manifest  inconsistencies,  and  I  might  say 
solecisms,  in  our  political  arithmetic.  We  have 
a  Navy  which  we  are  told  employs  2,700  men, 
which  costs  within  a  third  as  much  as  a  Navy 
employing  nearly  8,000  men,  and  yet,  when  we 
come  to  compare  the  great  objects  of  expense — 
to  wit:  pay  and  sabsistence  of  the  officers  and 
seamen,  the  reward  of  valor  and  merit — we  find 
a  contrast  which  I  believe  no  man  in  this  House 
is  prepared  to  explain. 

Now,  sir — for  the  whole  subject,  thank  God,  is 
now  before  us — let  us  look  at  the  expenses  of  the 
Marine  corps.  I  have  always  understood  that 
marines  were  necessary  in  proportion  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  Navy — that  such  a  force  is  pot  on  board 
of  every  ship  of  such  tf  number  of  guns.  I  find 
that  in  the  year  1800^  when  we  bad  nearly  forty 
ships  of  war  in  commisaioo,  manned  with  nearly 


8,000  men,  the  expenses  of  the  Marine  corps 
amounted  to  $162,000;  and  in  1809,  when  we  have 
ten  or  fifteen  vessels  of  all  sorts,  manned  with 
2,300  seamen,  the  expense  of  the  Marine  corps 
amounts  to  $211,000.  And  yet,  sir,  if  we  look  at 
the  items,  there  does  not  seem  to  be  a  very  great 
variation  between  some  of  the  most  important-^ 
for  instance,  I  find  that  the  clothing  in  1800  was 
estimated  at  $33,000,  in  1809  at  but  $32,000— 
and  yet,  the  troops  whose  clothing  costs  $1,000 
less,  cost  in  the  aggregate  $50,000  more.  But,  if 
we  look  at^ome  of  the  items  of  this  accouitt,  we 
shall  be  struck  at  once  with  the  difference.  The 
pay  and  sabsistence  for  instance  in  1800  was 
$102,000,  in  1809  it  was  $160,000.  I  have  been 
at  the  pains,  even  to  note  the  prices  of  the  mo^t 
material  articles  of  provision,  and  find  that  in  the 
old  estimate  beef  is  rated  at  813,  pork  at  $14,  and 
flour  at  $10  per  barrel ;  while  in  the  last  year  the 
same  articles  stood  in  the  estimate  at  $14,  $18, 
and  $8.  The  material  article  (flour)  being  much 
lower  than  in  1800,  and  the  market  value  of  the 
others  also,  I  believe  the  inference  would  oeceso 
sarily  follow,  that  the  sabsistence  ought  to  have 
been  cheaper.  But,  sir,  look  &t  their  establishment 
at  the  navy  yard,  and  1  believe  we  shall  want  ao 
ghost-^'-ceriainly  no  argument  of  mine — to  show 
the  cause  of  this  difference  of  expense. 

Then  comes  the  navy  yards.  Of  these,  that  of 
Washington  alone  has  cost  nearly  one-half  of  the 
sum  Expended  on  them  all.  Well  might  my  col- 
league say  it  was  worth  as  much  as  the  whole, 
when  it  had  cost  as  much ;  when,  indeed,  we  have 
witnessed  m  considerable  town — and  the  most 
flourishing  town,  too,  in  this  wide  region  called 
the  City  .of  Wdishiogson — built  out  of  the  public 
Treasur)^. 

Yes,  sir,  we  have  economized  until  we  abso- 
lutely have  reduced  the  annnal  cost  of  a  seaman 
from  $472 — as  it  was  under  the  very  wasteful  ex- 
penditure of  Mr.  Adams's  administration — down 
to  the  moderate  sum  of  $887 !  We  have  econo- 
mized antil  a  paltry  fleet,  consisting  of  Vessels 
built  to  our  hand — to  say  nothing  of  those  that 
have  been  sold,  and  the  warlike  stores  of  which 
have  been  retained  and  preserved ;  which  fleet 
was  built,equipp^,and  every  cannon  and  imple- 
ment of  war  purchased  under  the  old  Adminis- 
tration— has  cost  us  $12,000,000,  when  it  cost  the 
preceding  Administration  but  $9,000,000 1  Is  this 
no  argument  for  reduction  1  The  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  {Mr.  Dana)  tells  you  he  does  not 
wish  an  annihilation,  buta  reform  of  the  Naval 
Establishment.  Sir,  as  long  as  a  single  chip  re- 
mains in  that  navy  yard,  you  will  never  see  any- 
thing like  reform;  as  long  as  you  have  a  chip  of 
public  property — one  chip  of  live  oak  belonging 
to  the  United  States-^you  will  have  a  man  riding 
in  his  carriage,  with  a  long  retinae  and  deputies 
and  clerks  to  take  care  of  it*.  And,  sir,  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut  does  not  mean  utterly 
to  disgust  the  people  of  the  United  States  against 
a  navy — if  in  truth  he  is  a  friend  to  a  navy — he 

I  ought  to  join  and  put  down  this  navy  ^^^rd,  and 
not,  with  my  friend  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Macon,)  keep  it  up,  in  hoped  the  enormity  of  4he 
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evil  will  at  6ome  time  or  other  correct  itself. 
Among  the  many  reasons  offered  to  this  House 
for  retaining  the  various  parts  of  this  Establish- 
ment, no  one  said  a  word  in  favor  of  the  Marine 
corps — that  went  stib  sUentio — but  a  great  deal 
was  said  in  favor  of  Washington.    We  were  told 
chat  our  fleet  might  be  Copenhagenedy  and  that  it 
was  therefore  necessary  to  stow  it  away  here. 
We  also  heard  of  the  great  press  of  work  in  the 
large  towns*— of  the  mercantile  employ  which 
there  came  in  competition  with  that  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.     I  believe  sir,  that  our  workmen,  and 
men  of  all  descriptions,  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest — I  speak  of  subordinates — have  long  ago 
found  the  truth  of  the  old  proverb,  that  ^'  The 
King's  chaff  is  better  than  other  men's  corn." 
But  it  seems,  that  in  order  to  get  a  commodity 
cheap,  we  are  not  to  ^o  where  it  is  to  be  had — 
oh  no,  there  is  competition  I — but  we  must  bring 
workmen  here  in  the  mail*coach,  by  which  con- 
veyance I  understand  not  only  live  stock  for  the 
navy  yard,  but  copper  bolts,  and  such  liffht  arti- 
cles, are  sometimes  brought,  I  suppose,  to  get  out 
of  the  way  of  competition — competition  in  the 
markets  of  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  where 
they  are  bought  at  private  sale.    In  this  way,  have 
seamen,  in  some  instances,  been  conveyed ;  and 
unquestionably  every  material  of  ship  limber  and 
naval  store  has  been  repeatedly  brought  from 
Norfolk  to  this  place  at  an  immense  cost,  worked 
op  here  by  men  collected  from  Baltimore,  Phila- 
delphia, d&c,  in  order  that,  so  worked  up,  it  might 
go  oack  to  Norfolk,  there  to  remain.    But,  sir.  if 
our  object  really  be  to  prevent  our  fleet  from  oe- 
ing  Copenhagenedj  we  had  better  put  it  above  the 
Falls  of  Niagara.    There  it  would  unquestiona- 
ably  be  most  secure,  unless  the  party  on  the  other 
side  of  the  lake  should  6t  out  a  fleet  to  attack  it ; 
in  which  case,  I  suppose,  we  must  resort  to  ano- 
ther series  of  measures  similar  to  those  lately 
adopted  for  the  protection  of  commerce  and  the 
Navy.   An  embargo  to  protect  shipsof  war  !    This 
is,  indeed  putting  the  cart  before  the  horse.    We 
are  to  have  a  navy  for  the  protection  of  com- 
merce, and  all  our  measured  in  relation  to  it  are 
calculated  on  the  basis  of  keeping  it  (poor  thing  ! 
like  some  sickly  child)  out  of  harm's  way  I    On 
the  same  principle  of  economy  on  which  the  navy 
yard  is  kept  up  here,  viz :  for  fear  that  merchants 
and  others  should  come  into  competition  with  the 
Govern  men  t,  I  presume,  we  have  sent  abroad  for 
workmen  tp  carry  on  the  public  buildings.     If 
the  navy  yard  is  to  be  kept  up  here  merely  that 
it  may  be  under  our  eve,  I  would  humbly  suggest, 
sir,  that  we  first  pluck  out  the  beam  that  has  sd 
long  blinded  us.    We  need  only  to  do  that  to  see 
this  building  falling  to  pieces  over  our  heads ;  and 
yet  an  enormous  appropriation  is  called  for  to- 
wards finishing  it,  which  I  have  no  doubt  my 
worthy  colleague  (Mr.  Lewis)  will  press  very 
atrongl  V  before  the  close  of  the  session. 

I  had  forgotten  the  gunboats;  and  perhaps  the 
best  notice  which  can  be  taken  of  them,  is  that 
which  is  taken  on  some  occasions  of  other  things 
— to  pass  by  them  with  contempt.  They  are  not 
worth  bringing  into  account,  except  for  their  ex- 


pense. Children  most  have  toys  and  banblei^ 
and  we  must  indulge  ourselves  in  an  expense  of 
many  millions  on  this  ridiculous  plaything! 

But,  sir,  the  sale  ol  our  superfluous  vessels  met 
with  the  high  objection  that  they  were  to  be  pnr- 
chased  up  by  CJiristophe  and  Petion.and  that  the 
constituents  of  my  colleague  (Mr.  BA88ETT)are 
to  be  terrified,  if  not  into  bodily  fear,  at  least  oat 
of  their  peace  of  mind,  bv  these  vessels;  andjtt 
the  same  time,  we  are  told  that  Christophe  was 
in  such  good  credit,  onlv  forty  miles  ofi^  that  vei* 
sels  are  building  at  Baltimore  for  his  use;  aad 
yet,  sir,  no  gentleman  has  brought  forward  a  bill 
making  it  penal  to  supply  these  barbarians  viih 
ships  of  war  and  warlike  stores.  In  other  words. 
sir,  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  Christophe  and  his 
seamen  foundering  on  board  these  rotten  hoiks, 
my  colleague  would  much  rather  drive  him  ioto 
Baltimore,  where  he  can  purchase  good  ressds, 
which  will  answer  his  purpose  much  better  than 
these  frigates,  which  the  barbarians  would  oot 
know  how  to  manage,  and  which  are  not  calca- 
lated,  from  their  great  draught,  fur  predatory  war- 
fare in  the  West  Ind ia  seas.  My  worth y  colieai^ae 
has  given  us  a  curious  illustration  of  the  superi- 
ority of  naval  over  military  force,  by  compariog 
the  navy  of  Great  Britain  with  her  army.  I  sop- 
pose,  if  the  argument  were  retorted  on  my  col- 
league by  a  comparison  of  the  army  of  Bocaparte 
with  his  navy,  he  would  say-that  the  sameamooDt 
was  not  there  expended  upon  the  navy  as  upon 
the  army ;  whereas  in  England,  the  amoaot  of 
money  expended  on  each  is  equal.  But,  dues  not 
my  colleague  know  that  one#nd  the  chief  caase 
of  the  superiority  of  the  British  navy  over  the 
army,  is,  that  in  the  navy  men  rise  by  merit— that 
they  do  not  get  in,  to  use  a  teaman's  phrase,  at 
the  cabin  windows — and  that  the  army,  if  we  give 
credit  to  the  Parliamentary  inrestigatioo*  is  a 
mere  sink  of  corruption — a  mere  engine  of  pa- 
tronage— ^a  place  in  which  a  corrupt  commaoder- 
in-chief  acts  according  to  his  vile  pleasare,aod 
the  pleasure  of  all  the  pimps  and  parasites  and 
harlots  who  environ  him.  This,  sir,  is  the  cause 
of  the  superiority  of  the  naval  over  the  mtliiary 
force  of  Great  Britain.  But,  when  the  British 
navy  shall  have  effected  what  the  armies  of  other 
nations  from  time  immemorial  have  done— when 
it  shall  have  subjugated  whole  continents— then 
will  I  agree  in  the  superior  power  of  naral  orer 
military  force.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  wj'vog 
that  1  would  rather  vote  for  naval  than  miiitarf 
force,  and  it  is  because  a  naval  fofce  has  not  the 
same  power  as  a  military  one.  I  have  never  heard 
of  a  despotic  power  created  by  a  naval  force, 
unless  perhaps  in  the  chieftain  of  a  band  of  pirates. 

But.  it  would  appear  that  the  politics  of  mf 
unfortunate  friend  from  North  Carol  ids,  (Mr. 
Stanford,)  who  sits  near  the  Speaker,  are  a  cne^ 
counting-house  business  of  pounds,  shillings,  aad 
pence,  or  dollar^  and  cents  ;  that,  in  fact,  the 
spirit  of  lucre  is  transferred  from  the  warehouses 
and  counting-rooms  of  the  merchants  to  ihet^ 
bacco  fields  and  cotton  plantations  of  the  Soo^- 
ern  planters;  and  that,  to  such  a  pitch  has  the 
patriotism  of  the  mercantile  class  risen,  that  thef 
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are  really  readf  to  sacrifice  one-balf  of  tbeir  pro- 
perty for  the  protection  of  the  QoTernment  of 
tbeir  country.    If  the  gentlemaa  from  New  York 
(Mr.  Mumford)  will  permit  me,  I  will  protest 
agaiost  this  idea.    I  have  once  before  protested, 
in  company  with  that  gentleman,  and  I  hope  he 
will  permit  me  to  protest,  even  when  I  have  not 
the  sanction  of  his  respectable  authority.    With 
regard  to  the  politics  of  my  worthy  friend  from 
North  Carolina,  I  recollect  very  well,  in  the  days 
which  were  called  the  days  of  profusion,  patron- 
age, and  terror,  his  politics  were  not  of  that  min- 
ute and  microscopic  grade  that  no  scale  could  be 
graduated  sufl^iently  low  to  measure  them ;  that, 
if  his  republicanism  was  a  matter  of  pounds,  shil- 
liogs,  and  pence,  then  and  now,  it  was  not  that 
sort  of  republicanism  which  was  too  cheap  to  be 
measured  by  the  value  of  the  smallest  known  coin, 
even  by  a  doit.    I  really  feel  something  like  sym- 
pathy with  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina — 
aod  it  is  not  at  all  to  be  wondered  at;  for  the 
republicanism  of  that  gentleman  used  to  be  that 
which  I  always  have  profes5ed-*-and  if  the  remark 
applied  to  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
who  I  believe  is  not  yet  quite  out  of  the  pale  of 
the  political  church,  how  much  more  forcibly  did 
it  apply  to  an  unpardonable  political  sinner  like 
myself!    With  respect,  sir,  to  this  patriotism,  or 
diis  republicanism,  that  has  left  the  tobacco  fields 
aod  cotton  plantations,  and  taken  up  its  dwelling 
io  the  countine-bouse,  I  beg  leave  to  express  my 
dnobt  of  the  fact.    I  never  have  had  that  high 
opioiooof  the  aiercantile  class  expressed  by  some 
gentlemen  in  this  House.     I  think  of  them  as  of 
other  roen*-~that,  in  proportion  to  the  temptations 
to  which  they  are  exposed,  so  are  they  virtuous 
or  otherwise.     But,  sir,  I  have  not  and  cannot 
have  confidence  in  a  man  to  whom  the  great  Em- 
peror has  giv^n  a  paternal  squeeze,  whose  prop- 
erty is  sequestered  at  Bayonne  or  St.  Sebastian — 
I  disclaim  anything  like  personal  allusion ;  I  speak 
of  a  class — I  cannot  have  the  confidence^  on  the 
sabject  of  our  foreign  relations,  in  a  man  so  sit- 
uated, that  I  can  have  in  the  planter  or  farmer 
whose  property  is  growing  on  his  land  around 
the  house  in  which  he  nightly  sleeps — and  why? 
Because,  mutatis  mutandis,  I  should  not  have  the 
same  confidence  in  myself.    I  should  not  believe 
it  possible,  if  I  had  rich  cargoes  under  sequestra- 
ttoQ  in  France,  that  I  could  vote  free  from  the 
bias  which  the  jeopardy  of  that  property  would 
throw  00  my  mind. 

Sir.  I  have  been  very  irregular,  because  I  have 
beea  compelled  to  follow,  not  the  current  of  my 
OWQ  ideas,  but  the  objections  started  by  gentle- 
tDeo  io  different  quarters,  and  (as  it  is  the  fash- 
ion to  express  it)  on  different  sides  of  the  House, 
whom  I  have  found  united  agaiost  the  bill  as 
Reported  by  myself.  I  would  ask,  in  a  few  words, 
if  we  ought  to  continue  this  Establishment  in  its 
present  state  7  I  ask  if  it  is  necessary  ?  For  the 
expense  of  a  navy  has  been  proved  to  be  in  inverse 
ratio  to  its  utility.  To  what  purpose  do  we  keep 
Jip  the  Marines — another  branch  of  the  Estab- 
lishment? If  I  am  correctly  informed,  these  men 
%re  willing  to  run  away  whenever  they  have  a 


chance  to  desert — if  they  can  set  an  opportunity— 
and  I  am  willing  that  tney  shall  quit  the  service, 
without  being  exposed  ^  be  brought  to  a  court 
martial  for  desertion.  Nothing,  indeed,  was  said 
on  the  subject  of  the  Marine  corps,  when  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  (Mr.  Key)  moved  to  strike 
out  the  whole  section  of  the  bill.  Fertile  as  the 
gentleman  may  be  in  reasons,  he  did  not  offer  one. 
He  must  have  supposed  it  to  be  perfectly  correct 
that  a  marine  establishment  should  be  kept  up 
for  a  navy  employing  2,700  seamen,  more  expen- 
sive than  the  same  establishment  for  a  navy  em- 
ploying nearly,8,000.  It  was,  indeed,  facetiously 
urged  in  the  select  committee,  as  a  reason  why 
these  men  should  be  retained,  that  they  came  to 
this  House  regularly,  on  Sundays,  to  serve  the 
Lord — to  assist  at  the  weekly  pageant  here  per- 
formed. Sir,  far  be  it  from  me  to  say,  or  even  to 
think,  with  the  Protector  Cromwell,  that  this  is 
a  House  where  the  Lord  has  not  been  served  for 
many  years.  But,  permit  me  to  state,  that  in  our 
country,  it  is  the  practice  to  pay  no  man  out  of 
the  public  purse,  even  for  advocating  the  cause  of 
other  people  with  the  Most  High,  much  less  for 
advocating  his  own.  In  other  words,  that  when 
men  with  us  serve  the  Lord,  they  do  it  at  their 
own  expense. 

We  have  heard  to-day,  sir — and  I  hope  the 
report  to  Congress  at  their  next  session  will  ver- 
ify it — that  a  grant  of  power  to  the  Executive  in 
relation  to  any  subject — say  borrowing  of  money 
— does  not  necessarily  imply  an  exercise  of  that 
power.  We  have  heard,  too.  that  notwithstand- 
ing the  power  devolved  on  tne  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  the  bill  aufliorizing  him  to  bor- 
row to  an  amount  of  upwards  of  five  millions  of 
dollars,  which  this  day  passed  this  House,  to 
enable  the  Government  to  get  along,  we  shall  at 
our  next  session,  probably  be  presented  with  the 
joyful  tidings  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  make  use 
of  the  power,  at  least  in  its  full  extent;  but  it 
depends  upon  our  own  act,  whether  this  expecta- 
tion be  realized  or  not.  We  are,  in  this  instance 
at  least,  of  that  description  of  prophets  who  have 
it  in  their  power  to  bring  about  the  event  they 
predict.  And  I  do  earnestly  hope  that  the  House 
will  not,  by  a  disagreement  with  the  report  of  the 
select  committee,  insure  the  defeat  of  their  hope— 
the  nonfulfilment  of  the  prediction.  I  hope  we 
shall  take  up  the  subject,  and  go  through  with  it ; 
that  we  shall  account,  and  account  rationally  too, 
for  some  of  the  facts  at  least  which  I  have  pre- 
sented to  the  House  this  day,  in  terms  extremely 
defective,  I  know;  but  the  time  was  short— now 
or  never— aod  I  presented  them  in  the  only  mode 
in  which  I  could  possibly  do  it. 

In  the  course  of  my  observations,  I  think  I  for- 
got to  meoiiou  that  when  the  United  States  kept 
forty  sail  of  armed  vessels  afloat,  and  employed 
8,000  seamen,  we  had  no  navy  yards  at  all.  If 
we  had,  there  must  have  been  some  extraordinary 
oversight  committed  by  the  then  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury;  aod  I  believe  politicians  were  not  any 
more  apt  then  than  now  to  omit  any  items  of 
public  expense :  they  crowded  in  all  they  could* 
In  the  estimate  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  there 
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is  no  item  of  that  expense.  I  hope,  if  the  House 
agree  (which,  God  forbid!)  to  so  much  of  the 
report  of  the  CommitteAf  the  Whole  as  retains 
the  frigates  and  ships  of  war,  that  they  will  at 
least  consent  to  put  down  the  nary  yard  at  this 

S lace, and  break  down  thesupernumerary  Marines. 
Leally,  sir,  I  am  fond  of  music,  but  I  do  not  mean 
to  grant  $211  000  of  the  people's  money  annuallv 
for  a  song.  I  hope  at  least  that  the  Marines  will 
be  reduced,  and  that  we  shall  retain  at  least  not 
more  navy  yards  than  ships.  What  would  an 
honest  Dutchman  in  the  West  think  of  a  man 
who  kept  as  many  stables  as  horses,  and  those  of 
the  most  expensive  construction,  too? 

I  have  done, sir.  1  have  endeavored  to  discharge 
my  duty.  No  man  is  more  sensible  of  a  failure 
in  the  maiiner  than  I  am;  but  I  will  thank  any 
one  to  convince  me  of  the  utility  of  a  navy,  ac- 
cording to  the  doctrines  and  practice  of  the  new 
school,  and  to  facts,  as  far  as  they  have  been  stated. 
Mr.  Bassett  s<aid  that  his  colleague  could  not 
always  adhere  to  the  principle  that  it  was  his  duty 
to  ferret  out  every  error.  Error  is  the  lot  of  hu- 
man nature,  said  Mr.  B.,  and  no  one  is  infallible. 
Give  a  small  authority  to-day^  and  it  will  increase 
to  an  unexpected  amount  before  to-morrow.  I 
am  authorized  to  state  that  such  has  been  the 
case  in  the  Navy  Department ;  that  under  the 
late  Secretary  of  the  Navy  large  expenses  had 
been  incurred ;  and  that  before  he  leit  his  office 
he  commenced  a  reduction  of  them.  Since  the 
present  Secretary  (Mr.  Hamilton)  has  been  in 
office,  the  expenditures  have  been  much  reduced. 
In  the  navy  yard  at  this  place,  for  example,  a 
permanent  reduction  has  been  made  in  the  ex- 
penses to  the  amount  perhaps  of  30  or  40  per 
cent.,  and  a  V6ry  considerable  reduction  also  as  to 
immediate  disbursements.  It  is  nevertheless  our 
duty,  after  the  suggestions  that  have  been  made, 
to  commence  a  thorough  investigation,  and  I  can 
only  regret  that  the  subject  has  been  introduced 
to  our  attention  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  session. 
Instead  of  regretting  what  has  been  said,  1  am 
glad  of  it,  and  hope  that  at  an  early  period  in  the 
next  session  an  investigation  will  be  made.  With- 
out any  particular  direction  of  the  House,  the 
committee  of  the  Naval  Establishment  thought 
it  their  duty  to  examine  the  whole  establishment 
at  the  navy  yard  in  this  city.  All  the  good  ex- 
pected from  doing  so  was  to  convince  them  that 
the  eye  of  the  Government  was  upon  them.  I 
am  proud  to  say  tiiat  not  only  myself,  but  every 
gentleman  of  the  committee  with  me,  was  much 
pleased  with  the  appearance  of  things  as  they 
stood.  It  was  not  in  our  power  to  investigate 
minutiae.  On  visiting  the  establishment  of  the 
Marine  corps  we  saw  everything  in  order;  we 
saw  the  armory  establishment,  wherein  we  dis- 
covered that  arms  which  had  been  injured  were 
usefully  aiid  handsomely  repaired.  As  well  as 
we  could  discover  by  the  eye,  everything  was  plea- 
sing to  my  mind — and  one  innovation  in  discipline 
in  the  Marine  corps  gave  me  very  great  satisfac- 
tion, viz :  the  substitution  of  solitary  confinement 
for  personal  chastisement.  In  the  navy  yard,  the 
expense  of  which  has  been  much  complained  of, 


we  saw  great  pi!es  of  useful  baildio^.  These 
were  not  constructed  without  cost.  The  present 
establishment  there,  in  addition  to  store-houses, 
dbc,  consists  of  an  extensive  forgery,  where  aU 
the  iron  work  for  the  navy  is  done,  a  lead  foao- 
dry,  a  brass  foundry,  where  articles  are  made  out 
of  worn  out  old  metals,  which  otherwise  would  be 
of  no  use.  I  was  desirous,  both  for  my  owd  in- 
formation as  well  as  that  of  the  Hoose.  to  pro- 
cure an  account  of  the  work  done  at  tne  Dary 
yard,  to  compare  it  with  the  expense — for  that  is 
the  only  way  of  fairly  estimating  the  valae  of  the 
establishment;  but  the  time  alloted  to  us  daring 
this  session  is  not  sufficient  to  attain  that  object 

Bome  facts  I  will  also  mention,  which,  though 
not  from  an  official  source,  are  known  to  me  as 
matter  of  fact,  viz :  that  the  vessels  now  in  ser- 
vice have  been  lately  repaired  in  so  complete  a 
manner  that  they  are  worth  more  than  when 
they  were  built.  The  President,  the  United 
Slates,  the  Chesapeake,  Essex,  John  Adams,  and 
others,  were  repaired  at  the  navy  yard  at  this 
place,  besides  the  Congress,  now  repairing.  There 
have  been  several  'small  vessels  also  built  here. 
In  short,  I  believe  that  since  the  establisbmeot  of 
the  navy  yard  here,  there  has  been  but  one  vessel 
repaired  anywhere  but  at  this  yard.  The  Con- 
stitution was  repaired  at  Boston.  When  we 
come  to  get  the  account  of  the  expenses  of  that 
ship^s  repairs,  and  compare  tfaem  with  the  ex- 
penses or  repair  at  the  navy  yard  in  this  city,  we 
shall  know  how  to  appreciate  that  object.  A  foil 
examination  of  it  would,  I  feel  eoovioced,  en- 
tirely reconcile  us  to  the  great  amount  apparently 
expended  here.  A  remark  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Dana)  here  applies 
with  great  force:  that  it  was  indispensably  neces- 
sary to  economy  that  there  should  be  system  and 
order;  and  how  shall  we  accoaipliMi4hat object 
but  by  regiilarly  established  navy  yards?  Can 
you  have  economy  when  you  go  into  market  to 
bid  for  what  you  \\^ant?  Can  you  except  sys- 
tem and  order  unless  you  pay  for  it  ?  Ton  can- 
not. Money  fs  well  laid  out  if  it  be  done  with 
honesty  and  integrity,  to  pay  for  system  and  reg- 
ularity. 

I  did  not  yet  mention  one  pailicular  fact  on 
the  subject  of  naval  eqtiipmenltf,  which  I  should 
have  done,  in  the  article  of  sail  cloth,  making  so 
immense  difierenee  in  the  expenditure  of  1799 
and  1809.  The  gentlemen  acquainted  with  the 
prices  at  these  times  could  inform  the  Committee 
that  the  difference  in  the  prices  of  sail  duck  is 
somewhere  about  100  per  cent. 

I  will  mention  another  fact :  that  although  the 
President  has  power  to  employ  5,000  seamen,  be 
has  employed  but  2,700  men,  who  have  receired 
bounties.  Sound  economy  would  authorize  the 
retaining  them  a  few  months  longer,  till  we  come 
here  again  in  the  fall,  till  we  know  whether  it  be 
proper  to  disband  them  or  not. 

Although  friendly  to  a  naval  force,  I  am  not  m 
keeping  up  any  great  naval  force  when  there  is  do 
appearance  of  danger.  At  the  present  evil  ubd^ 
when  everything  is  uncertain,  i  am  not  for  giv- 
ing op  one  single  atom  of  defence.    If  geDdemen 
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wiJI  but  east  their  ejres  along  our  seaeoast,  and 
look  at  our  unprotected  waters,  at  the  situation  of 
my  particular  district,  they  would  like  me  feel 
the  necessity  of  some  floating  security;  they 
would  feel  the  value  of  that  peace  of  mind  neces- 
sary to  me  and  to  my  coostituents.  With  these 
obserrations  I  shall  dismiss  the  subject. 

Some  farther  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Ma- 
con and  Mr.  Randolph. 

The  question  was  stated  oo  concurrence  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in^ striking  our  so 
much  of  the  bill  as  directs  the  unconditional  sale 
of  all  the  frigates  but  three. 

Mr.  Raitdolpb  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  question,  considering  it  the  pith  and  marrow 
of  the  business ;  and  as  the  rote  would  show  who 
were  the  Navy  and  who  the  anti-Nary  men  in 
the  House. 

Mr.  Smilib  said  it  would  be  remembered  that 
his  object  in  voting  to  strike  out  this  part  of  the 
bill  was  to  introduce  the  amendment  he  had  of- 
fered in  Committee  of  ihe  Whole,  viz :  to  place 
the  Nary  on  the  same  footing  as  in  1806. 

The  following  were  the  votes  on  concurrence 
with  the  Committee  in  striking  out  so  much  of 
the  bill  as  relates  to  the  frigates — yeas  76,  nays 
32: 

YsAs — ^Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  Adam  Boyd,  James 
Breekenridge,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  William 
A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John 
Campbell,  William  Chamberlxn,  John  Clopton,  Oi^ 
chard  Cook,  James  Cox,  William  Crawford,  Riehard 
Cutta,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  James  Bmott, 
William  Findlay,  Meshack  Franklin,  BaniUai  Gan- 
nett, Gideon  Gardner,  Dand  8.  Garland,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Wil- 
liam Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Benjamin  Howard, 
Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  WiUiam  Kennedy,  Philip  B. 
Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  I«ewis,  junior, 
John  LoTO,  Aaron  Lyle,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald 
McBryde,  Alexander  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller, 
William  Milnor,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thoma»  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Mum- 
ford,  John  Nicholson,  Joseph  Pearson,  John  Porter, 
Joaiah  Quincy,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias 
Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Dennis  8melt,  John  8milie,  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John  Stanley, 
John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
ArehihaU  Van  Horn,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
James  Wibon,  Richard  Winn,  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nits— -Ezekiel  Bacon,  William  W.  Btbb,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  Matthew  Clay,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Coch- 
ran, John  Davenport,  junior,  William  Ely,  Daniel 
Heister,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,Nathaniel  Macon, 
Robert  Marion,  Samuel  MeKee,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Adam  Seybert, 
Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  Jabez  Upham,  Robert  Weak- 
ley, Laban  Wheaton,  and  Robert  Whitehill. 

So  that  part  of  the  bill  was  struck  out. 
The  first  section,  which  requires  the  dismissal 
of  all  the  seamen  in  'service,  except  so  mtoy  as 


sufficient  to  man  three  frigates,  &c.,  was  struck 
out — ayes  60. 

The  next  amendment  made  by  the  Committee 
was  to  insert  *^  Washington"  among  the  navy 
yards  to  be  retained. 

The  following  were  the  yeas  and  nays  on  con- 
currence with  the  Committee : 

TsAs — William  Anderson,  David  Bard,-  Burwell 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breek- 
enridge, John  Brown,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  Camp- 
bell, John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  Orchard  Cook,  Jas. 
Cox,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  WiUiam  Find- 
ley,  Meshadk  Franklin,  Barallai  Gannett,  Gideon 
Gardner,  David  8.  Garland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob 
Hufty,  Robert  Jenkins,  Walter  Jones,  Phihp  B.  Key, 
Herman  Knickeibacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  John 
Lore,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Mari- 
on, Alexander  MoKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller»  William 
Milnor,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R«  MoorCt  Thomaa 
Moore,  John  Nicholsont  Joaeph  Pearson,  John  Porter, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Roof, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Dennis  Smelt,  George 
SmiUif  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John ,  Taylor, 
John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
Archibald  Van  Horn,  KilCan  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
James  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  Robert  Witherspoon. 
—58. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  junior,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler,  WiUiam  Chamberlln,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
Codiran,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Joseph  Desha,  William 
Ely,  James  Emott,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn, Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A. 
Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  WiUiam 
Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyle,  Vincent  Matthews,.  Archibald 
McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gordon 
8.  Mumlbrd,  Thomas  Newton,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun., 
EUsha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Matthias  Richards,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Adam  Seybert,  Samnel  Shaw,  John  Smilie, 
Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Jacob 
Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Jabez  Upham,  Robert  Weak- 
ley, and  Robert  WhifeehUl--46. 

So  the  navy  yard  at  Washington  is  among 
those  to  be  retained. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the 
section  of  the  bill  which  reduces  the  Marine 
Corps  to  two  companies. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb  said  on  recurrin|r  to  the  docu- 
ments he  found  the  price  of  the  ratton  in  1800  to 
have  been  28  cents,  whilst  in  the  last  year  it  was 
but  20:  so  that  rations  were  now  nearly  a  third 
cheaper  than  they  were  nine  years  ago,  and  the 
difference  in  the  expenses  oi  the  Naval  Establish* 
ment  was,  therefore,  the  more  unaccountable.  I 
had  also  taken  it  for  granted,  said  Mr.  R.,  that 
my  colleague  (Mr.  BAsaBTT)  was  right  in  his 
statement  of  the  seamen's  wages  being  only 
eight  dollars  per  month.  But,  sir.  here  is  a 
statement  on  the  subject— and  I  only  wish  that 
in  the  estimate  of  last  year  we  had  had  the  same 
valuable  details  as  there  are  in  the  estimate  of 
the  year  ISOO^for  the  estimate  in  relation  to  the 
Navy  Department  for  the  last  year  is  most  shame- 
folly  dencient,  as  I  could  demonstrate  if  the 
House  bad  time  and  patience  and  I  had  lungs. 
I  find  that  there  is  in  this  estimate  of  1800  a 
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mioote  and  detailed  statement  of  every  item  of 
expense.  Instead  of  tbe  wages  being  eight  dol- 
lars then  and  twelre  now,  as  my  colleague  has 
been  told,  the  pay  was  then  for  able-bodied  sea- 
men seventeen  dollars  per  month,  ordinary  sea- 
mn  twelve,  and  boys  eight;  so  that  this  saving  in 
the  pay  does  not  account  for  tbe  monstrous  dif- 
ference. I  have  not  time  to  examine  into  the 
article  of  duck,  but  I  believe  tbe  gentleman's 
duck  will  not  swim  any  more  than  the  rest  of 
his  arguments. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  the  House  will  not  agree  to 
the  report  of  the  committee  for  this  reason.  Re- 
ferring to  these  documents,  I  discover  that  in 
ISOO.  when  we  had  nearly  8,000  seamen,  we  had 
890  marines;  and  in  the  year  1809,  when  we  have 
only  2^700  seamen  employed,  we  have  agreeably 
to  estimate  precisely  the  same  number  of  890 
marines.  It  would  appear  that  something  has 
taken  place  to  render  this  species  of  force  pecu- 
liarly valuable,  or  that  these  gentlemen  possess 
a  very  successful  art  of  keeping  in,  of  not  going 
out  with  others.  And,  sir,  when  I  recollect  the 
statements  which.  I  have  heard  on  this  floor  and 
the  sources  whence  some  of  them  have  probably 
been  derived,  I  am  not  at  all  surprised  that  this 
navy  yard  and  this  Pretorian  camp,  and  every- 
thing connected  with  it,  should  keep  up  to  the 
old  beiffht  when  everything  else  has  diminished. 
Eiffht  hundred  and  ninety  men  1  Call  them  900, 
and  you  have  one  marine  for  every  three  seamen. 
I  have  no  doubt,  if  the  House  act  on  the  princi- 
ple on  which  they  have  done  heretofore,  that  we 
shall  have  very  polite  assurances  that  these  men 
are  ^f  the  greatest  imaginable  service  and  have 
wrought  wonders  in  defence  of  the  country,  but 
I  cannot  for  my  soul  understand  how  this  spe- 
cies of  force  goes  to  quiet  the  mind  of  my  col- 
league or  of  his  constituents  on  the  Chesapeake. 

I  have  done  my  duty  on  this  subject,  sir. 
Prom  whatever  motive,  of  that  motive  I  am 
alone  the  human  judge.  I  have  acted  the  part 
of  a  real  friend  to  the  Administration  of  this 
(Government.  Like  my  friend  from  North  Caro- 
lina, I  belong  to  that  ^faction"  which  brought 
him  from  a  minority  to  a  majority  on  the  very 
ground  I  now  occupy.  I  have  heard  before  of  a 
people  being  their  own  worst  enemies — but  what 
shall  we  say  to  an  assertion  that  persons  selected 
from  the  people  for  their  wisdom  and  discretion, 
should  be  their  own  worst  enemies?  Is  it  to  the 
interest  of  the  Administration  that  these  abuses 
should  continue,  and  that  loans  and  taxes  should 
be  resorted  to  to  cover  them  ?  Who,  sir,  are  the 
true  friends — I  do  not  speak  of  motives — who  in 
fact  are  the  true  friends  of  Administration  ?  Those 
who  move  to  abolish  and  retrench,  or  those  who 
persevere  in  keeping  up  such  establishments  and 
resort  to  loans  and  taxes  to  defray  the  expense 
of  them?  Are  you  willing  that  any  part  of  the 
loan  authorized  by  the  act  which  unhappily 
passed  this  House  this  morning  should  be  bor- 
rowed for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up  as  many 
marines  as  were  deemed  necessary  in  1800,  for 
treble  the  amount  of  naval  force — and  we  then 
said  it  was  a  Qorernment  of  profusion  and  pat-  i 


ronage — yes,  sir,  we  heaped  a  great  deal  of  op- 
probrium and  many  hard  epithets  on  it.    lam 
just  as  tired  now  of  maintaining  idlers,  and  dis- 
solute idlers  too,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  my  pro- 
perty as  I  was  when  I  first  came  intoCoa?ress— 
and  I  care  not  whether  it  be  ander  the  Adminis- 
tration of  a  President  called  Republican,  or  ofi 
man  called  a  Federalist    I  could  repeat  (he 
very  words  then  used.    I  do  say  that  I  nerersee 
one  of  those  useless  drones  in  livery  crawling  o& 
the  face  of  the  earth  that  my  gorge  does  not  rise- 
that  I  do  not  feel  sick.    I  see  no  reason  whf  we 
should  not  maintain  sturdy  beggars  in  rap  as 
well  as  beggars  of  another  description  in  uaseL 
I  have  as  much  respect  as  any  one  for  the  maa 
who  risks  his  life  in  his  country's  service— and  I 
have  shown  it;  but  the  man  who  has  drawn  oa 
a  livery  and  quartered  himself  on  the  pnblic  be- 
cause he  has  not  sufficient  capacity  to  get  a 
living  elsewhere,  I  will  not  foster.    The  change 
may  be  rung  to  the  end  of  time — ^gentlemen  may 
talk  about  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  as  longas 
they  please,  but  these  men  shall  never  hare  a 
single  cent  of  money  with  my  consent    I  wish 
every  ploughman  in  the  country  could  come  and 
see  these  people,  keeping  equipages,  living  insplea- 
dor,  in  palaces  almost — I  hardly  know  ^^t  men  in 
Virginia  who  could  afford  to  live  in  such  a  bouse 
if  their  fathers  had  left  it  to  them,  much  less  if 
they  had.it  to  build,  as  some  of  these  people 
occupy  at  the  public  cost.    But  because  this  pro- 
position for  reduction  is  made  by  a  somebodf, 
the  cut  of  whose  face  or  tbe  cut  of  whose  coac 
we  do  not  like,  we  are  to  go  on  maiotaining 
these  locusts  for  spite.    It  is  impossible  te  pre- 
vent the  people  from  reading  this.    It  maybe 
said  these  are  Federal  lies.    Ten  years  ago  the 
same  things  Were  said  to  be  Democratic  lies; 
but  they  were  tested  by  the  most  enlightened 
among  the  people,  and  found  to  be  trat^eren 
the  story  oi  Jonathan  Robbins  was  then  all  a 
Democratic  lie.    Yon  are  to  keep  up  the  same 
number  of  marines  that  Mr.  Adams  kept  op,  but 
you  maintain  them  at  one  fourth  greater  expense, 
when  not  a  man  who  bears  me  can  pretend  to 
designate  the  service  they  perform.    I  know  you 
may  be  told  these  marines  may  be  useful  on  ship* 
board,  which,  however,  has  no  relation  to  the 
question  before  the  House.    The  question  is, 
how  many  marines  are  necessary,  and  in  what 
battles  are  they  employed  ?    Recollect,  sir,  that 
in  this  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  these  marines, 
the  Proetorian  camp  erected  for  their  accommo- 
dation is  not  taken  into  question — nor  do  1  be 
iieve  there  is  a  man  in  the  House  who  can  guess 
within  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  what  it  has 
cost.    I  cannot — I  do  not  even  know  the  aathor- 
ity  under  wfaieh  it  was  built.    I  suppose  it  was 
erected,  like  some  other  public  buildings  ^^°' 
out  law,  by  authority  unknown  to  the  law.    x^ 
sir,  and  this  is  the  place  for  Aaron  Burr  and 
such  choice  spirits.    When  they  wish  to  tarn  OJ 
out  of  the  House,  where  do  they  look  but  to  tA» 
who  are  incarcerated  and  would  run  away  tt ^ 
bare  invitation,  much  more  would  follow  a  miu' 
tary  leader  to  plunder,  to  office,  to  cordons  m 
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legions  of  hoaor?  I  cannot  consent  to  retain 
them.  I  feel  indignant — I  feel  mortified  at  the 
conduct  of  that  part  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives calling  itself  Republican — because  I  believe, 
sir,  that  the  hint  given  by  my  worthy  friend 
from  North  Carolina,  has  been  taken  by  the  gen- 
tlemen of  another  denomination,  and  they  hare 
thrown  their  weight  so  equally  on  both  sides  a« 
to  poise  the  balance — they  have  worked  a  sort  of 
political  equation  there.  Yes,  sir,  we  roust  hare 
fifty  per  cent,  increase  of  the  present  cui  valorem 
taxes,  and  an  additional  third  upon  molasses 
and  brown  sugar,  upon  the  articles  on  which 
the  poorest  families' on  the  seaboard  make  their 
daily  meal — and  in  return  we  shall  hare  a  man, 
the  texture  of  whose  coat,  whether  homespun  or 
imported,  you  cannot  tell  for  the  gold  lace  with 
which  it  is  covered,  and  an  establishment  of 
marines  at  an  expense  of  more  than  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars — and  whom  to  protect?  To 
protect  the  constituents  of  my  worthy  colleague, 
in  the  enjoyment  of  their  peace  of  mind  ?  When 
yoQ  consider  in  what  manner  every  claim  of 
merit  is  treated  in  this  House — when  you  con- 
sider the  poverty  and  misery  in  which  tnousaods 
and  tens  of  thousands  of  the  people  6f  the  United 
States  live,  from  whose  earnings  you  daily  take 
a  part,  I  hope  you  will  pause  and  reflect  before 
yon  dispose  of  one  doit  of  this  sum  on  such  ob- 
jects. Why,  sir,  should  a  poor  man  laboring 
oat  of  doors  not  be  suffered  to  take  his  breakfast 
or^ive  it  to  his  children  without  paying  a  tax 
to  the  Gorernment,  in  order  that  the  man  who 
does  not  labor,  and  whose  head  is  of  no  more  use 
to  the  community  than  his  arms,  should  live  in 
idleness? 

But,  unfortunately  for  myself,  I  have  been 
here  too  long — I  hare  seen  the  profits  made  by 
iodividuals  with  no  other  visible  resources  than 
the  cheese  parings  and  candle-ends  of  the  Qot* 
ernment ;  and  it  has  got  to  that  now  that  every 
branch  of  our  establishments  has  become  a  de- 
partment— we  have  almost  got  a  door-keeping 
department  not  only  in  this  House  but  elsewhere. 
Bat  all  I  have  said  is  wrong,  very  wronff — we 
are  all  Republicans,  all  Federalists — all  is  right — 
this  is  all  an  idle  clamor,  made  to  effect  a  given 
purpose.  Sir,  I  might  go  on  and  compare  these 
two  books  of  1800  and  1809,  and  take  »[)  every 
item  of  expense,  military,  naval,  or  civil— the 
civil  branch  of  the  Afmy  as  well  as  the  military, 
the  civil  as  well  as  the  naval  branch  of  the  Navy — 
they  are  all,  all  alike.  In  this  book  (the  estimate 
of  1800)  is  such  a  detailed  statement  that  the 
value  of  every  ration  is  stated,  and  the  amount 
of  force  in  detail.  What  have  we  here,  in  the 
esiifcaie  of  last  year?  In  relation  to  the  Navy 
yoQ  have  some  three  or  four  pages.  I  really  had 
not  a  conception,  till  I  came  to  examine  it,  that 
there  could  be  such  a  difference  between  the 
estimates  of  1800  and  1809.  But  if  I  am  over- 
ruled, which  1  think  highly  probable  from  the 
appearance  of  things,  we  shall  have  the  satisfac- 
tion, in  case  I  return  here  next  year,  and  Mes^irs. 
Pepin  and  Breschard  give  their  attendance,  of  a 
fine  band  of  music  to  entertain  the  audience— 


and  for  this  undoubtedly  the  good  people,  the 
fishermen  of  Marblehead,  and  the  planters  of 
Virginia,  will  be  proud  to  pay  $260,000.  But 
this  is  all  right--rit  is  all  Republicanism!  All 
Federalism  1 

Mr.  W.  Alston  spoke  in  favor  of  reducioff 
them,  and  Messrs.  Lton,  McKim,  Bassett,  and 
Daka,  against  it. 

The  question  on  concurring  with  the  Commit- 
tee in  striking  out  this  section  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  49,  nays  43,  as  follows : 

TsAs — William  Anderson,  Barwell  Bassett,  Adam 
Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  John  Brown,  William 
Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  Campbell,  John  Clop- 
ton,  James  Cox,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cntts, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  James 
Emott,  William  Findley,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Ridiard 
Jackson,  junior,  Walter  Jones,  Philip  B.  Kev,  Herman 
Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Alexander  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  WUliam  Mil- 
nor,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Gurdon  8. 
Mumford,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  Josiah 
Quincy,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Roane,  Eraa- 
tus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammona^  George 
Smith,  John  Stanley,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jun*, 
Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
James  Wilson,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  junior,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Wil- 
liam W.  Bibb,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Robert  Brown,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  John  Dav- 
enport, junior,  William  Ely,  Meshack  Franklin,  David 
S.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peten^on  Goodwyn, 
Daniel  Heister,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
William  Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Robert  Marion,  Samuel  McKee,  Thomas  Moore,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  John  Randolph, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Matthias  Richards,  Samuel 
Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John  Smilie,  Samuel  Smith, 
Richard  Stanford,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  George  M.  Troup, 
Jabez  Upham,  Robert  Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Robert  WhitehiU,  and  Richard  Winn. 

So  the  section  for  reducing  tlie  marines  was 
atricken  out. 

A  motion  having  been  made  by  Mr.  Ranoolpb 
to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  disband  the  master  c&m' 
mandants  now  belonging  to  the  Navy. 

Mr.  McKiM  said  he  should  like  to  know  the 
gentleman's  reason  for  getting  rid  of  them.  The 
gentleman  had  appealed  to  the  House  to  know 
why  they  would  retain  them  ?  The  ontf#  prO" 
bandij  however,  lays  with  the  gentleman  himself. 
He  ought  to  show  why  they  should  be  dismissed. 
Mr.  McK.  said  he  did  not  like  to  vote  in  the  dark. 
His  vote  given  without  knowledge  might  derange 
the  whole  system.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  from  his  extensive 
knowledge  on  the  subject,  would  favor  them  with 
the  reasons  why  these  men  should  be  dismissed. 

Mr  BoTD  said  he  did  not  rise  to  make  a  Ions 
speech,  but  to  tell  the  House  that  he  felt  much 
imposed  upon  by  the  comparisons  made  between 
the  late  and  Federal  Administrations.  If  1  were 
to  do  all  this,  said  he,  I  might  get  into  the  news- 
papers  and  make  believe  that  I  am  the  Brst  man 
in  the  nation ;  but  I  take  things  as  I  find  them. 
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The  former  AdcoinistratioQ  may  have  acted  ri^iit- 
ly  io  their  day;  but  reason  is  to  guide  us.  Sir, 
is  it  parliamentary,  is  it  ffeuteei,  or  agreeable  to 
common  sense,  that  an  hundred  and  forty  men 
should  sit  here  listening  to  what  one  man  says, 
and  he  having  recourse  to  papers  in  every  on^'s 
reach  ?  I  had  rather  consult  the  papers  for  my- 
self: for  I  should  not  garble  them,  taking  just 
what  suited  me,  but  should  read  the  whole.  No 
doubt  gentlemen  do  what  they  think  answers  their 
own  puri)ose  and  I  what  answers  mine;  .and  my 
purpose  is  the  good  pf  the  nation.  If  a  larger 
navy  was  necessary,  I  should  vote  for  it ;  if  an 
army  of  thirty  thousand  men  was  wanted,  I  should 
vote  for  it.  Sir,  have  we  no  rights  to  di^lend  ? 
There  never  has  been  a  time,  in  gay  opinion,  since 
the  Government  was  formed,  that  so  preposterous 
a  proposition  was  oj&red  as  this  one  to  reduce 
the  Army  and  Navy  at  this  time — for  wbat? 
Are  the  orders  and  decrees  altered  ?  I  understand 
ail  Spain  is  in  a  state  of  blockade.  For  what 
have  you  given  money  to  build  fortifieationsi 
Pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  are  the  order  of  the 
day — we  sell  a  little  tobacco,  a  little  cotton — and 
our  independence  goes  to  wreck.  But  gentlemen 
even  on  their  own  principles  go  to  work  the  wrong 
way.  If-they  submit  to  get  a  little  this  year,  they 
will  get  less  the  next,  depend  upon  it.  I  think  it 
my  duty  to  speak  in  this  open  manner— not  to 
please  gentlemen,  but  for  ray  country's  good. 

Mr.  K^MOOLPU  said  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  who  wished  to  koow  why  he 
wanted  to  get  rid  of  the  masters  commandant, 
that  it  was  because  there  never  had  been  a  reason 
assigned  in  this  House  for  their  creation.  The 
act  which  established  them  had  come  from  the 
other  House  at  the  end  of  a  session ;  il  had  not 
(^iginated  in  this  House,  and  he  had  never  beard 
a  reason  assigned  in  favor  of  them — and  be  had 
no  knowledge  that  the  public  service  had  suffered 
from  the  want  of  them  during  the  whole  of  Mr. 
Adams's  Administration,  and  more  especially  not 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1801,  to  April  1806.  That 
gentlemen  who  voted  against  the  proposition  to 
reduce  the  Army  and  Navy,  said  he.  should  vote 
against  ipy  amendment  is  nothing  more  than  nat- 
ural :  and  J  suppose  if  those  averse  to  reduction 
had  been  put  on  the  committee,  we  sjiould  have 
had  no  such  bill  reported.  If  gentlemen  who 
voted  for  the  general  proposition  that  it  is  expe- 
dient to  reduce  the  Army  and  Navy  are  willing 
to  be  held  up  as  bowing  the  knee  to  foreign  Powers, 
let  it  be  so.  They  were  a  larjp;e  and  certainly 
not  disrespectable  majority.  I  feel  no  scosibility 
on  the  subject.  The  Houise  may  act  as  it  pleases; 
in  whatsoever  manner  it  may  act,  it  will  not  af- 
fect my  vote  or  conduct.  I  stand  here,  as  I  al- 
ways have  done,  and  always  will  do,  on  ground 
independent  of  all  party  considerations.  If  this 
amendment  be  submission  to  the  belligerents, 
what  is  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Smilie,)  which  isacknowledg- 
ed  to  go  further  in  reduction  than  the  bill  as  first 
reported?  It  is  in  vain  to  oppose  a  reduction  of 
the  Army  and  Navy  on  the  ground  of  submission. 
Ckntlemen  should  prove  that  they  are  resistance. 


What  resistance  do  they  afford  against  their  d^ 
crees  or  confiscation  ?  Have  they  takes  a  single 
man  out  of  a  ship  of  war  or  one  man  out  of  the 
dungeons  of  Pans  or  Arras?  This  is  as  plaioi 
question  of  expediency  as  whether  you  will  alter 
the  time  oi  holding  the  courts  of  the  Sute  of 
Maryland  or  any  other  question.  Mr.  R.  bad 
however  some  expectations  that  they  sbooM 
have  some  war  speeches  on  this  occasion,  a&i 
they  had  had  them  accordingly.  They  bad  heard 
some  on  the  general  proposition  for  reduction,  aoi! 
one  this  morning  from  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee (Mr.  Rhea)  on  the  bill.  Was  it  proposed 
now  to  declare  war  1  Was  it  believed  that  thegoi- 
tleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr  Smilie)  was  dis- 
posed to  submit  to  the  belligerents  ?  That  thegeih 
tlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  were  di- 
vided on  that  subject,as  they  were  upon  theqaesiioo 
of  the  reduction  of  the  Na  v  y  ?  Was  the  geoilemaa 
from  Massachusetts,  (MrQ^umcY),  whorepreseat- 
ed  the  town  of  Boston,  so  strenuous  an  advocate 
at  this  moment  for  war  (and  he  supposed  espe- 
cially for  war  with  England)  that  he  was  obliged 
to  oppose  a  reduction  on  that  ground  ?  Was  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Key)  who  rep- 
resented the  adjacent  district,  in  the  same  bellig" 
erent  temper  ?  Did  he  too  oppose  this  propositioa 
on  the  ground  of  resisting  the  belligerents  or  of 
making  war  with  England  ?  The  very  momeot 
any  political  touch-stone  was  brought  to  test  the 
objections  to  the  bill  which  the  committee  bad 
ol[ered,  they  dissolved  at  once,  and  the  opposition 
to  it  resolved  itself  into  the  principle  of  old  Fed- 
eralism. It  was  nothing  else.  It  was  office! 
patronage !  expenditure  of  public  money !  Aad 
hence  it  was  said  (and  for  no  other  cause  what- 
ever) that  these  strange  votes  were  seen.  The 
gentleman  from  Connecticut,  perhaps  the  only 
member  or  one  of  the  very  few  on  that  side  of 
the  House  who  had  a  seat  on  this  floor  dorlng 
the  Administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  opposed  the 
bill  because,  as  he  had  told  the  House,  be  prefer- 
red his  old  principles — they  had  triumpbed  over 
his  recent  disgust,  though  even  he  acknowledged 
that  great  abuses  had  taken  place.  The  gentle- 
man had  declared  that  he  would  stick  to  his  old 
principles;  and  I,  said  Mr.  Randolph,  am  for 
sticking  to  mine;  and  my  two  friends  from  North 
Carolina  (Messrs.  MicON  and  Stanpobo)  who 
were  also  members  under  Mr  Adams's  Admiois* 
tration,  stick  to  their  old  principles,  and  I  will 
venture  to  say  will  qever  relinquish  them.  It 
has  not  effected  a  change  in  the  gentleman  froai 
Connecticut,  that  he  and  his  friends  are  out,  nor 
a  change  in  my  friends  from  North  Carolina— I 
will  not  say  that  they  are  in  power,  for  of  that 
they  have  not  much  to  boast;  but  that  theirfriendi 
are  in  power.  And  why  should  this  clamor  be 
raised  on  the  question  whether  you  will  or  will 
not  make  a  formal  renunciation  of  the  old  articles 
of  political  faith  ?.  Although,  on  recoosidentioo, 
perhaps  I  have  no  cause  to  be  surprised,  and  od^M 
to  pardon  gentlemen.  It  is  a  situation  in  wluch 
no  man  likes  to  be  placed,  to  be  brought  upaod 
compelled  either  to  forego  present  gratification 
or  make  a  formal  renunciatio;i,  something  like  the 
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christian  at  Algiers,  who  hesitates  whether  he 
will  put  00  the  lurbaa  aod  share  the  plunder  of 
the  day«  or  consent  to  abide  by  those  principles 
which  he  received  from  his  parents  and  from 
beaveD.  No  doubt  there  are  many  who  would 
infinitely  prefer  to  slip  over  or  slide  under  this 
question;  and  I  am  therefore  glad,  sir,  that  the 
decision  of  the  Chairman  has  enabled  me  to  pre- 
sent the  chalice  to  their  lips  and  compel  them  to 
swallow  it  to  the  dregs. 

Mr.  Rhsa  said  thai  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
fioia  held  no  obnoxious  cup  to  him ;  for  he  should 
vote  against  the  gentleman  with  thegreatest  imag* 
ioable  pleasure.  As  to  all  that  had  been  said  about 
patronage,  it  had  no  weight  with  htm.  He  had  no 
relation  in  office,  nor  did  he  ever  expect  to  hare 
ooe.  He  had  no  object  in  view  but  the  wejl-being 
apd  safety  of  the  nation.    He  was  unwilling  to 

f[i7e  the  least  evidence  of  a  determination  to  re- 
Inquish  any  kind  of  opposition  (though  it  was 
scarcely  apparent)  to  the  wrongful  doings  of  other 
nations  against  the  United  States.  He  had  made 
no  war  speech  ;  if  he  bad  intended  that,  ho  should 
hare  made  rather  a  different  speech  from  any  the 
House  had  heard  from  him  yet.  '  If  they  went 

00  in  this  way  he  said  they  would  hold  out  an  in- 
doeemeat  to  all  the  marauders  in  the  universe  to 
come  and  plunder  the  trade  of  the  United  States 
u  they  pleased.  He  repeated  that  he  did  not 
make  war  speeches;  but  he  thought  our  situation 
required  a  war  speech  against  somebody — he 
voold  not  say  who.  We  have  indeed,  said  he.  had 
sufficient  provocation  for  wikr ;  and  I  say  now,  as  I 
hare  said  often  before,  that  had  we  taken  a  proper 
stand  at  a  former  time,  the  United  States  would 
have  avoided  aU  their  present  difficulties.  But  so 
loog  as  we  go  on  as  we  have  gone,  and  encourage 
a  peace  in  war  and  a  war  in  peace,  so  long  as  the 
Federalists  teach  us  to  acquiesce  ip  all  the  iniqui- 
tons  decrees  of  the  belligerents,  so  long  will  our 
difficulties  continue.  I  shall  vote  to  continue  the 
^Arjr,  and  1  hope  that  this  proposition,  and  any 
otber  to  reduce  the  Naval  Establishment,  will  be 
negatired;  for  on  this  establishment  depends  the 
protpction  of  our  maritime  border,  and  safety  of 
the  people  upon  and  near  it.    It  may  be  said  that 

1  and  mj  constituents  are  safe,  but  I  will  act  for 
others  who  are  not  so. 

Mr.  Dana  congratulated  the  House  that  the 
only  point  of  controversy  now  with  sen  tie  men 
who  had  heretofore  complained  so  loudly  of  Fed- 
eralism, was,  that  in  coming  up  to  the  mark  of 
Federalism  they  should  not  do  it  with  so  much  vi- 
olence as  to  go  beyond  it.  He  thought  it  would 
be  well  if  our  reUtive  expenditures  could  be 
brought  back  to  the  worst  year  of  Mr.  Adams's 
Administration,  and  our  measures  as  to  foreign 
affairs  to  the  first  eight  years  of  the  Federal  Ad- 
ministration, which,  when  it  resolved,  did  it  so 
sincerely  and  so  unalterably.  He  congratulated 
the  nation  that  it  was  no  longer  an  argument 
against  a  measure  that  it  had  been  adopted  by 
those  called  Federalists }  he  rejoiced  that  this 
ilang  of  party  was  scouted  from  the  House— that 
U  was  no  looser  a  piece  t>f  artillery  successfully 
wielded  on  afl  sides.  He  hoped  it  would  forever 
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be  dismissed,  and  that  gentlemen,  convinced  of 
their  error,  would  come  up  and  place  their  recan* 
tation  on  record.  If  for  the  raroe  sum  as  was 
expended  for  those  objects  by  the  Federal  Ad- 
ministration they  could  obtain  the  same  number 
of  ^ghting  men  on  land  and  water,  he  thought 
they  would  make  an  extremely  good  bargain, 
when  compared  with  the  state  of  things  wnich 
now  existed.  Until  this  session  he  said  he  had 
been  unapprized  of  the  enormities  of  expendi- 
ture in  the  Navy  Department  for  so  little  effect; 
that  there  had  been  so  much  of  waste  and  so 
much  done  instrumental  to  the  extension  of  pa- 
tronage. He  wished  it  however  to  be  understood 
that  he  deemed  it  essential  that  those  who  com- 
pose the  main  body  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  those 
on  whom  the  brunt  of  the  battle  falls,  those  who 
stand  in  the  front  of  danger,  should  be  well  paid, 
well  fed,  and  well  clad,  in  such  a  manner  that 
one  need  not  blush  to  see  them  on  parade  appear* 
ing.like  the  ragged  recruits  of  Sir  John  Falstaff. 
When  he  saw  the  soldier  placed  in  this  unfortu- 
nate situation,  and  the  squalid  unfortunate  troops 
pointed  at  as  objects  of  j^ty,  and  when  this  situ- 
ation was  the  result  of  a  want  of  attention  in 
those  who  had  the  care  of  them,  he  could  scarcely 
give  utterance  to  his  indignation. 

Mr.  D.  said  be  did  not  feel  disposed  to  diminish 
the  number  of  fighting  men  afloat  at  the  present 
time ;  though  he  was  not  influenced  at  all  by  the 
resolution  which  the  House  had  passed  not  to  sub- 
mit. He  had  sometimes  thought  that  they  had 
passed  too  many  resolutions  to  be  resolute.  No, 
sir,  said  he,  if,  when  we  were  insulted  on  the  wa- 
ter ;  if,  when  a  British  squadron  remained  in  our 
waters  in  defiance  of  our  laws,  we  had  made  use 
of  our  navy,  our  officers  aod  men  wotild  have 
done  their  duty ;  but  it  was  then  deemed  more  ex- 
pedient to  deal  in  paper  than  in  powder  and  shot. 
I  feel  that  we  have  gone  far  enoogh,  and  too  far, 
in  the  downhill  course  of  debasement;  by  much 
too  far.  I  would  dismiss  all  this  parade  of  words. 
I  really  would  cease  to  think  to  terrify  the  French 
or  British  nation  by  them.  Although  those  na- 
.tions  have  hated  each  other  for  years,  they  look 
up  to  each  other  with  reverence,  because  they 
know  that  victory  would  be  glorious.  I  wish  too, 
that  we  should  proceed  in  such  a  manner  as  that 
our  actions  should  not  wear  the  appearance  of 
gasconade,  and  that  we  should  inarch  up  to  the 
works  with  a  steady  eye.  I  think,  sir,  that  the 
population  and  strength  of  the  United  States  and 
their  commercial  capital  being  augmented,  it 
may  be  proper,  after  a  lapse  of  ten  years,  to 
have  a  Peace  Establishment  somewhat  extended 
beyond  the  former;  and  I  am  therefore  against  so 
great  a  reduction  as  is  proposed. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned — 41  to 
S^—at  six  o'clock,  after  a  sitting  of  eight  hours. 


TfiURSDAT,  April  26. 
Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  presented  a  bill  confirming  the  decis- 
ions  of  the  Commissioners  in  favor  of  the  claim- 
ants of  land  in  the  district  of  Kaskaskia ;  which 
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was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  ikird  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  made  on  the  twenty-second  inst., 
on  the  letter  from  William  Lambert ;  and  the 
resolution  therein  contained  beinff  again  read, 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  Allows : 

<*  Booked,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  the 
decisions  of  order  which  have  occurred  in  Ae  House 
of  S^presentatiTes  of  the  United  States,  and  for  ar- 
ranging the  same,  that  William  Lambert  have,  in  the 
reoess  of  Congress,  free  access  to  the  Jonmals  of  this 
House ;  that  he  be  permitted  to  take  a  printed  copj  to 
his  lodgings,  giving  receipt  therefor ;  and  that  he  may 
have  the  use  of  any  Parliamentary  forms  firom  the  Li- 
brary, giving  the  usual  receipt" 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jobnsov. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  ail  the  peti- 
tions and  other  papers  referred  to  them  during  the 
present  session,  which  have  not  been  specially  re- 
ported on. 

Mr.  Bibb  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Gfeorgia,  on  the  subject  of  a  dispute  sub- 
sisting between  that  State  and  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  in  relation  to  boundary.  He  said  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  press  the  afihir  upon  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  at  so  late  a  period  of  the 
session.  His  purpose  for  the  present  was  barely 
to  lay  the  memorial  and  accompanying  docu- 
ments upon  the  table.  It  will  be  feooHec ted, said 
he,  that,  by  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession 
entered  into  in  1803  between  the  United  States 
and  the  State  of  Georgia,  the  United  States  ced- 
ed to  Georgia  a  tract  of  country  lying  south  of 
the  35th  degree  of  north  latitude,  between  the 
States  of  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and 
Tennessee,  and  were  bound  to  pay  twelve  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  consideration 
for  her  Western  lands.  Soon  after  that  agree- 
ment was  confirmed,  the  Surveyor  General  of 
Gbeorgia  was  directed  to  ascertain  the  35th  degree, 
which  being  done  accordingly  the  Legislature 
extended  the  laws  of  the  State  to  the  inhabitants 
within  the  boundary  thus  ascertained.  North 
Carolina  believing  that  the  35tb  degree  had  not 
been  correctly  ascertained  by  the  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral of  Georgia,  continued  to  exercise  jurisdic- 
tion over  the.  territory.  Commissioners  were 
appointed  on  the  part  of  each  State,  to  unite  in 
ascertaining  the  point;  and,  having  discharged 
the  duty  assigned  to  them,  their  report  was 
agreed  to  by  North  Carolina,  but  rejected  b^ 
Georgia,  under  an  impression,  arising  from  vari- 
ous circumstances,  that  the  observations  were  not 
correctly  taken.  A  proposition  was  then  made 
on  the  part  of  Georgia  that  Commissioners 
should  be  again  appointed,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
moving all  doubt  upon  the  subject,  which  has 
been  rejected  by  North  Carolina.  Thus  rests 
the  dispute;  and  the  unpleasant  condition  of  the 

geople.  under  the  conflicting  laws  of  the  two 
itates,  must  be  obvious  to  every  man.  The  me- 
morial asks  the  interposition  of  Congress,  that 
some  proper  person  may  be  authorizeo  to  ascer- 
Uin  the  35th  degree  of  north  latitude,  which  is 


the  only  question  in  dispute.  The  Legislaivn 
of  Gkorgia  feel  authorized  to  make  this  rcqoot 
from  the  consideration  that  the  United  Sutesan 
bound  to  put  the  State  in  peaceable  possessioaof 
the  country  they  have  sold. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  moved  a  resolution,  which  wis 
varied  in  its  terras  on  the  suggestion  of  Messn. 
W.  Alston  and  Stanlbt,  and  agreed  to  ss  fol> 
lows: 

Reaohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inqoiR 
into  the  propriety  of  making  an  appropriation  by  hv 
to  defi«y  the  expenass  incurred  uniet  the  anthoniy  of 
the  House  of  Rapiesentativet  by  the  eomnittss  i^ 
pointed  to  inquire  into  the  stale  of  the  Amy  of  tk 
United  States  and  also  of  the  retnmittee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Brigadier  Gtoneial  J«bh 
Wilkinson. 

Mr.  Bacov  reported  a  bill  further  to  alter  and 
amend  the  act  providing  for  taking  thethird  censoi 
of  the  United  States  (so  as  to  require  the  coUn- 
tion  of  information  respecting  the  state  of  Amer- 
icaa  manufactures  by  the  persons  taking  thecco- 
sus.)  The  bill  was  twice  read  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

WILLIAM  SHORT. 

The  following  letter  w«s  received  from  ike 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury : 

iTasAsumT  DavAanaiiY,  April  Si^  1810. 
Sin :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report,  in  obe- 
dience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Hooee  of  BeprBseatitiTf* 
of  the  83d  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  lo  be»  dec 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
The  Hon.  SvBAKaa  ov  tub  Housb. 

TasASUBT  DavAarnvT,  April  tt,  1810. 

The  Secrstaiy  of  the  ^Treasury,  in  obedieaee  lo  the 
rsaolutioB  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  ttd 
instant,  respectfully  reports: 

That  William  Short  hss  not  receiTed  firon  tbslVi- 
BUiy  any  sum  of  money  whatever  fi>r  outfit  or  eoopea- 
sation  ss  Minister  or  agont  from  the  UnilBd  dtatss  to 
the  Court  of  St.  Petersburg. 

That  it  appears  by  the  accounts  of  the  bssksrs  of 
the  United  States,  at  Amsterdam,  an  extract  whenof 
is  hereunto  annexed,  that  he  did,  between  the  16th  diy 
of  March,  and  the  3()th  day  of  June,  1809,  receive  fnm 
the  said  bankers  9,946  guildeis,  equal  to  ^3,976  40  cti- 
which  payments  were  made  out  of  the  sums  remitted 
to  them  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expeniei  is* 
cident  to  the  intercourse  vrith  fbreign  nations. 

And  that  the  dUbursements  made  by  the  ssid  biokm 
out  of  that  fund  l>eing  always  made  in  oontbrmity  vitfc 
the  iastraotions  they  may  rseeive  firom  the  DepsitmeBt 
of  Stale,  no  evidence  exists  in  die  Treasaiy  Deport- 
meat  of  the  partieolar  aathorily  or  aodioritiee  ssde 
which  the  payments  above  mentioned  wees  oude. 

All  yfhich  ia  respeotfully  snbmitled. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  commnnicntion  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

POST  OFFICE- 

The  Houso  took  up  for  conaideratton  the  report 

of  the  committee  of  conference  on  thedisa^Rciog 

votes  of  the  two  Homes  an  the  bill  reguJattogthe 

,  Poat  Office  Haublishment.    The  aoMndmeat  of 
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the  Seoate,  to  which  the  Hoase  hid  refased  to 
agree,  was  to  strike  oat  the  words  "  bf  water/' 
the  efieci  of  which  was  to  leare  the  law  in  rela- 
tion  to  letters  carried  by  packets,  ^.  {irecisely  as 
it  has  always  been  heretofore. 

Mr.  Rhea  mored  that  the  Hoase  adhere  to  its 
disagreement  to  the  amendment.    ' 

The  adherence  was  adrocated  by  Messrs.  Rhea, 
BoTO)  and  SMiLiB,and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Gold, 
Stanlst,  and  Taylor. 

The  Hoase  refused  to  adhere^yeas  15,  and 
agreed  to  recede  from  their  disagreement. 

So  the  bill  only  requires  the  signature  of  the 
President  to  become  a  law. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  NAVY. 

The  Hoase  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Qofiaished  business. 

Mr.  Smilib  mored  the  following  as  a  substitute 
for  the  sections  stricken  out : 

"And  ftiither,  that  the  Prssident  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  snthorized  to  keep  in  eetnal  service 
as  misy  of  the  frigates  and  other  pnttUc  armed  Tessels  as 
ih  his  jadgment  the  nature  of  the  service  may  require, 
sad  ts  cause  the  residue  to  be  laid  up  in  ordinary  iu 
oooTenient  ports :  Provided,  the  whole  number  ofoffi- 
oen  and  seaman  shall  not  OKoeed  that  fixed  by  the  act 
'in  addition  to  the  act,  sapplementaiy  to  the  act,  pro- 
viding for  the  Naval  Peace  Establishment,  and  for 
other  purposes,'  passed  the  2lBt  day  of  April,  1806." 

Mr.  S.  spoke  in  support  of  his  motion,  ai^  re* 
marked  that  it  would  produce  a  saring  in  the  next 
year's  expendUnre  of  near  a  million  of  dollars. 

Mr.  Bacoii,  after  observing  that  the  amendment 
now  offered  would  go  to  reduce  the  number  of 
seamen  in  service  to  two  hundred  and  ninety^five, 
a  number  smaller  than  that  authorized  by  the  bill 
as  originally  reported,  aa  it  would  not  man  more 
than  one  frigate,  three  armed  vessels,  and  the 
tweoty-two  gunboats  at  New  Orleans,  moved  to 
amend  the  section  by  including  also  the  seamen 
(&fe  hundred  additional)  authorize  by  the  act 
of  the  3d  day  of  March,  1807. 

Mr.  Rbba  said  that  this  proposition  amounted 
to  just  the  same  as  the  original  bill,  as  respected 
the  number  of  men  to  be  employed.  He  asked 
whether  it  was  proper  to  ask  this  House  to  do 
(iD  other  words  to  be  sure,)  that  which  they  had 
the  day  before  refused  to  do.  This  was  no  time 
for  those  who  f oced  to  increase  the  Navy  to  vote 
to  reduce  it.  What  reason  had  been  given  for 
such  a  oonrse  ?  Gentlemen  had  said  that  thev 
believed  if  nobody  attacked  us,  we  should-attack 
nobody,  and  that,  therefore,  we  should  have.  im> 
war.  Gefttlcrmen  might  have  some  internal  evi- 
deoee,  incoeaprebeDsible  to  him,  that  we  should 
coDtinue  in  a  state  of  peace,  or  might  have  some 
reasons  evident  to  themselves  \  but  unless  these 
reasons  were  communicable,  Mr.  R.  said  he 
could  not  consent  to  the  amendment.  They  had 
been  told  that  there  was  no  such  thing  as  a  di»- 
position  in  this  House  to  go  to  war.  How  had 
this  indispositbn  for  war  got  into  the  House  1 
Mr.  R.  could  not  account  for  this  dread  of  war. 
He  said  be  had  not  the  Uast  disposition  to  give 
evidence  of  snbmisBion  to  foreign  rowers  by  put- 


ting down  the  small  naval  force  we  have ;  for 
doing  so  would  evince  our  anathf  and  indisposi* 
tion  to  protect  our  riehts.  If  we  go  on  in  this 
manneri  said  he,  we  shall  be  the  prey  of  every 
picaroon  on  the  ocean.  We  shaH  become  a 
prey  to  our  black  neighbors  of  St.  Domingo. 
For  what  reason  are  we  to  subject  even  oar 
coasters  to  plunder  and  abuse  1  To  save  money  f 
Why,  sir,  if  we  do  it  we  shall  be  plundered  to 
au  amount  sufficient  to  fit  out  a  little  navy.  At 
leist  let  us  defend  ourselves  against  these  blaek 
people  of  9t.  Domingo.  We  shall  have  nothing 
to  pn^vent  the  barbarian  cruisers  from  coming  oa 
our  coast,  and  there  is  hostili'ty  enongh  in  BuroM 
against  bs  to  set  those  people^  as  well  as  thn 
cruisers  from  St.  Domingo,  agatnst  ua.  The  re- 
duction will  not  comport  with  the  safety  of  the 
nation.  The  House  has  already  declared  by  ita 
vote  that  it  will  not  sell  any  of  the  frigacee. 
Will  it  contradict  itself  by  taking  away  the  aea<* 
men.?  Now  that  our  naval  force  consisu  of 
picked  men  and  the  very  best  officers,  I  am  no* 
wiUing  to  disband  them  and  pick  up  men  just  aa 
they  are  wanted.  I  am  utterly  against  any  re* 
duetion  now,  when  we  have  no  evidence  of  better 
times ;  for  we  have  no  official  information  before 
us  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Babsstt  said  he  was  aboot  to  havepropoeed 
an  amendment,  but  was  |Mre vented  from  so  uoing 
by  Mr.  Bacon's.  He  wished  to  retain  the  first 
part  of  Mr.  Smua'a  amendment,  and  to  add  to 
It  a  pro7iso  that  the  number  of  seamen  should  not 
exceed  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty* 
three  (the  number  now  in  service.)  The  effect 
of  the  amendment  thus  amended  vrould  be  to 
give  to  the  President  an  authoritv,  which  he  has 
not  now,  to  cause  the  frigates  to  be  laid  up  at  any 
time  he  thought  proper.  ' 

Mr.  TALLMAOGGspokeof  (he  obscurity  in  which 
the  amendment  was  involved  by  a  reference  to  so 
many  different  laws.  He  could  not  vote  for  it,  he 
said,  unless  he  could  understand  it. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  Mr.  Smilib 
modified  his  motion  by  making  the  proviso  to 
read  as  follows:  ^^ Provided^  Ttat  the  number 
of  seamen  and  boys  to  be  retained  in  service  shall 
not  exceed  ."    This  blank  Mr.  BaooiT  pro- 


posed to  fill  with  one  thousand  fivfe  hundred. 

Mr.  Ran noLPfl  said  he  was  afraid,  after  the 
pledge  that  this  Honse  had  niven  to  reduoe  the 
Naval  Establishment!  that  that  pledge  was  not 
to  be  redeemed ;  that  the  whole  business  was  to 
end  in  smoke^  unless  some  pitiful,  paltry  retrench* 
ment,  to  the  amount  of  a  hundred  thousand  doK 
lars,  was  made  to  enable  them  to  swear  by— *to 
say  here  and  out  of  doors,  and  to  enable  the  pub* 
lie  prints  to  say,  that  they  had  reduced  the  Naval 
Establishment.  It  is  a  matter  of  facL  said  Mr. 
R.,  that  when  the  Administration  of  Mr. 'Adams 
went  out  of  power,  they  made  the  only  reform 
which  has  ever  taken  place  in  the  Naval  Bstah* 
lishment  of  the  United  States,  and  that  at  the 
succeeding  session  no,  reform  was  made.  The 
act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1801.  authorized  the 
President,  when  the  situation  or  public  affairs  in 
his  judgment  ahoold  render  it  expedient  to  oaaae 
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to  he  8old  all  the  vessels  of  the  Nary  except  tlie 
frigates  United  Slates,  Constitution,  President, 
Chesapeake,  Philadelphia,  Constellation,  Con- 
gress, New  York.  Boston,  Essex,  Adams.  John 
Adams,  and  General  Greene ;  and  of  that  number 
the  President  was  further  authorized  to  lay  up 
all  except  six.  To  the  vessels  laid  up  were  at- 
tached one  sailing  master,  one  boatswain^  one 
gunner,  one  carpenter,  and  one  cook,  one  sergeant 
or  corporal,  and  eight  marines,  and  from  ten  to 
twelve  Keamen,  according  to  the  size  of  the  frig- 
ate. This  was  the  act  which  we  found  alrekdy 
passed  when  we  came  into  power — I  do  not  wish 
to  be  arrogant,  but  say  ve  to  save  circumlocu- 
tion. By  the  same  act  were  retained  in  service — 
mark  that,  sir — nine  captains,  thirty-six  lieuten- 
ants, and  one  hundred  and  fifty  midshipmen,  to 
receive  only  half  pay  when  not  in  actual  service; 
kod  the  officers  dismissed  under  that  act  (and 
a  very  considerable  number  they  were)  received 
four  months  pay  in  addition  to  their  other  emol- 
uments as  a  gratuity  on  quitting  the  public  ser- 
vice. This  is  the  act  on  which  we  proceeded; 
and  under  that  act  you  will  find  that  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy  amounted,  in  1802^  to  8915- 
000.  Well,  s|r,  it  seems  we  were  then  of  opinion 
that  evei>  our  predecessors  had  in  one  branch  of 
refoiin  gone  far  enough.  It  was  not  my  opinion ; 
but  it  was  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  this 
House  and  of  the  other.  In  1803  the  President 
was  authorized  to  buy  or  build  four  vessels,  to 
carry  not  exceeding  sixteen  guns  each,  for  the 
protection  of  our  commerce  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  towards  this  object  $96,000  were  appropri- 
ated. It  was  not  until  1803  that  any  increase 
took  place  in  the  naval  establishment  left  us  (if 
the  expression  may  be  pardoned)  by  the  Feder- 
alists. We  had  slept  long  enough,  I  suppose,  on 
reform,  and  we  made  this  little  addition.  But, 
air,  in  the  unfortunate  year  of  1806,  the  memora- 
ble year  of  the  schism,>  as  it  is  called,  the  year  of 
non-importation-act  memory,  in  that  j^ear  when 
we  had  a  war  message  against  Spain  on  the 
table,  and  a  message  of  a  dififereot  character 
looked  up  in  the  drawer — in  that  year  we  passed 
an  act  which  has  been  quoted,  by  which  we  re* 
pealed' the  second  and  fourth  sections  of  the  act 
to  provide  for  the  Naval  Peace  Establishment; 
that  is  to  sajr.  we  undid  the  reform  which  had 
been  carried  into  execution  by  our  predecessors — 
with  a  very  ill  grace,  I  acknowledge,  and  at  the 
very  last  time  of  asking,  on  the  3d  of'  March, 
1801,  late  at  night — it  was  a  forced  put,  no  doubt 
of  it — we  passed  an  act  in  which  we  repealed 
the  second  and  fourth  sections  of  that  i|ct,  and 
added  to  the  ofilcers  of  the  Navy  as  follows:  in- 
stead of  nine  captains,  to  which  number  the 
Federal  Administration  had  reduced  them,  and 
which  number  we  believed  for  four  years  to  be 
amply  sufficient,  we  added  five  new  captains-^ 
and  yet  we  ought  to  recollect  that  in  the  interim 
between  these  two  acts  the  frigate  Philadelphia 
had  been  wholly  lost,  and  another  frigate  (the 
General  Greene)  retained  in  service  by  the  act 
of  the  3d  of  March,  1801,  worse  t^an  totally  lost, 
aa  any  one  oiay  see  who  will  go  and  look  at  her , 


remains  in  the  navy  yard — so  that  the  number  of 
officers  made  by  Congress  in  1806  was  in  the 
inverse  ratio  to  the  number  of  ships,  and,  wiili 
two  frigates  le^s,  we  determined  to  have  fife 
captains  more.  This  same  act  of  April  21st, 
1806,  only  doubled  the  number  of  lieoteDaiits. 
The  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1801,  reduced  ibe 
number  to  thirty-six;  the  act  of  1806  repealed 
that  reduction  and  authorized  the  appointmefit 
of  seventy-two  lieutenants — it  is  true,  sir,  that 
the  same  act  made  no  addition  to  the  number  of 
midshipmen,  nor  to  the  number  of  ordinary  set- 
men  then  in  service.  Then  again  the  act  of  the 
3d  of  March,  1807,  added  to  that  number  fife 
hundred  seamen*  making  the  whole  number  of 
seamen  1,425.  Subsequently  they  have  been  in- 
creased by  the  act  of  January  31,  1809,  as  the 
House  knows,  to  2,700 — and  an  increase  is  an- 
tborized  to  the  number  of  5,000,  with  300  ad- 
ditional midshipmen.  I  do  hone  that  the  geo- 
tleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  will  be  prepared  to  give  the 
House  some  reason,  when  we  nave  not  added  a 
single  frigate  to  the  number  retained  by  the  act 
of  1€01,  when  we  have  even  lost  two  of  those 
retained  by  that  act,  when  several  others  are  al- 
most in  the  last  stage  of  decay,  why- we  should 
require  five  captains  more  than  the  Federal  Ad- 
ministration required  for  a  greater  namber  of 
vessels,  and  why  we  should  doable  the  namber 
of  lieutenants ?  In  other  words,  why  the  namber 
of  officers  should  now  be  fixed  agreeably  to  the 
act  pf  April  21,  1806,  rather  than  that  of  the  3d 
of  March,  1801  ?  Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts has  already  demonstrated  to  the  House, 
and  I  am  thankful  to  him  for  it — I  know  with 
what  authority  any  statement  odmes  from  that 
gentleman — that  the  real  protection  aflbrded  to 
the  constituents  of  my  worthy  colleague  by  the 
bill,  as  reported  by  the  select  committee,  is 
greater  than  that  afforded  by  the  amendmeot  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania — that  is  to 
/say.  that  it  would  keep  a  greater  number  of  sea- 
men employed,  with  fewer  officers  to  besare,be- 
c'ause  we  retain  only  as  many  as  we  want  The 
efficient  protection  afforded  bv  the  bill  as  it 
originally  stood  is  greater  at  a  less  expense— *be- 
caoie  that  branch  of  the  naval  service  of  which 
I  have  been  compelled  to  present  so  hideous  a 
picture  to  this  House  is  left  by  the  amendmeot 
untouched.  My  worthy  colleague  (Mr. Babsett) 
stated  yesterday — and  I  confess  it  was  quite 
novel  to  me;  I  felt  so  astonished  at  it  as  not  oolf 
to  be  unable  but  absolutelv  to  forget  to  replf 
to  it— that  before  he  left  tne  Department,  the 
ex-Secretary  of  the  Navy  had  commenced  a 
system  of  economy,  which  system  it  seems  is 
now  prosecuting  with  renovated  vijjor  hj  the 
present  Secretary-^the  mantle  of  Elijah  has  de- 
scended on  the  shoulders  of  his  successor.  I  am 
sorry,  sir.  to  differ  with  my  worthy  colleagaeoa 
so  many  points;  but  I  am  reallv  not  sorry  that 
circumstances  have  put  it  in  my  power  to  prote, 
from  the  most  iocontestible  authority,  that  where 
1  have  the  misfortune  to  differ  from  him)  I  am 
moat  indubitably  supported  by  facta.    Now,  sir. 
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the  first  year's  ezpenditDre  under  the  late  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  was  $915,000.  Eren  in  that 
year  the  appropriation  was  exceeded,  wad  we 
had  to  pass  an  appropriation  bill  to  make  Up  the 
deficit;  and  from  that  time  to  bis  going  out  of 
office^  the  expenditure  of  that  Department  has 
regularly  increased.  The  second  year,  the  ex- 
penditure was  81j246,000;  the  next  vear,  1,273,- 
OOO'j  (he  next  year  ^and  this  w&s  the  year  the 
Philadelphiar  was  taVen — she  was  taken  about 
December,  1803,  and  that  year,  I  believe,  was 
aboQt  the  most  vieforous  of  the  war)  the  expen- 
diture was  1,597,000;  the  next  year,  1,649,000; 
the  next  year,  1,732,000;  the  nextVear,  1,884,000; 
the  next,  two  millions  and  a  halt  within  a  trifle. 
Now,  air.  this  is  a  specimen  of  such  economy  as 
does  not  suit  my  taste,  nbr,  I  believe,  the  taste  of 
the  people  of  this  country.  I  believe  it  is  in 
proof  and  in  the  recolJection  of  every  member  of 
experience  on  this  floor,  that  that  Department  has 
long  ago  passed  into  a  proverb  of  prodigality 
and  waste;  aad  if  my  bonorable' colleague  will 
give  himself  an  opportunityto  probe  it,  he  will 
tind  such  was  the  fact.  With  respect  to  the 
present  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  have  the  best 
reason  to  believe  that,  on  his  cominit  into  office, 
he  did  take  various  steps  to  introduce  reform 
into  the  civil  branch  of  the  department — in  regu- 
lating and  checking  the  pursers,  for  instance. 

Sir,  a  few  days  ago  a  bill  was  before  this 
House  for  appropriating  a  small  sum  of  $20,000 
to  prevent  the  most  precious  archives  not  only 
that  this  country  but  that  any  other  country  pos- 
sesses, the  evidence  of  the  titles  of  our  political 
independence,  the  title-deeds  of  the  great  Ameri- 
can family,  the  great  charters  of  our  liberty, 
from  destruction.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania (Mr.  Smilie)  did  on  that  occasion 
vehemently  oppose  this  bill,  and  on  this  ground — 
{(he  bill  was  brought  in  by  a  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts — Mr.  Qoingt)  that  though  there 
was  no  impropriety  perhaps  in  gentlemen  on 
that  side  of  the  House  voting  for  unnecessary 
expenditures  of  the  public  money,  which,  in  the 
present  unexampled  state  of  the  Treasury,  might 
tend  to  embarrass  the  Government — a  strange 
doctrine  to  be  sure — yet  it  did  not  become  hi  in 
to  do  It.  I  do  hope  that  the  worthy  ffentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  who  could  not  And  it  in  his 
heart  to  loosen  the  purse-strings  of  the  nation  for 
the  purpose  of  preserving  the  valuable  archives  of 
the  country,  itnd  which,  if  another  fireshould  break 
oat  in  the  building  at  the  other  end  of  the  palace, 
between  this  time  and  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, might  be  irredeemably  destroyed,  for  which 
those  who  were  the  cause  of  the  destruction 
would  have  been  answerable — if  he  would  not 
vote  money  for  this  object,  I  hope  he  will  not  in- 
sist upon  exceeding,  in  point  of  expense,  as  re-, 
iates  to  the  Navy,  the  reform  which  our  predeces- 
sors, the  Federalists,  made  before  they  went  out 
of  office,  which  we  accepted  at  their  hands  and 
were  contented  to  practise  on  for  four  years,  and 
not  compel  us  to  go  into  unnecessary  and  wanton 
expenses  authorized  by  the  act  of  April,  1806— 
when,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  making  the  asser- 


tion, and  am  prepared  to  prove  it,  a  material 
change  was  effected  in  the  principles  of  those  in 
Administration,  such  as  I  knew  them,  and  such 
as  they  were  practised  upon  for  about  the  term 
of  four  years,  when  we  began  to  find  that  pat- 
ronage  was  a  very  comfortable  thing,  that  office 
was  desirable,  that  navies  were  not  the  bugbear 
we  had  thought  them,  and  that  armies  were  very 
good  depositaries  for  our  friends  and  relatives 
and  dependants  who  had  no  better  resource.  % 
therefore,  mo^e  to  amend  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  so  as  to  reduce  the 
Navv  to  the  standard  of  the  act  of  1801. 

This  is  indeed,  said  he,  a  novel  situation  in 
which  I  find  qiyself—- it  is  unprecedented.  Little 
did  I  believe  that  the  time  would  ever  come 
when  it  would  be  my  tot  thus  to  press  economy 
up6na  Republican  majority — to  in  treat  that  they 
would  come  down,  not  to  any  ideal  or  imaginary 
standard  of  perfection — not  to  any  theoretical 
proposition  of  mine — but  that  in  practice  they 
would  come  down,  on  the  subject  of  nav^l  ex- 
penditure, to  the  standard  established  by  their 
Federal  predecessors:  and  that  too  when  we 
have  lost,  as  I  stated  before,  the  Philadelphia 
and  General  Greene^  and  when,  I  believe,  the 
John  Adams  is  in  a  condition  that  I  will  not  at* 
tempt  if>  describe — t  understand  this  vessel  is  so 
cut  down  and  metamorphosed  that  nobody  knows 
what  to  make  of  her ;  that  she  retains  nothing  of 
her  former  character.  When  I  make  this  mo- 
tion, sir,  I  do  it  with  an  intention  of  moving 
other  amendments  to  other  sections  of  the  bill, 
so  as  to  make  the  service  of  the  United  States 
in  relation  to  the  oavy-yards  and  marine  corps 
comport  with  the  reduction  which  will  have 
taken  place,  provided  I  have  the  good  fortune  to 
succeed. 

Mr.  R.  then  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Smiub's 
proposition  by  adding  the  following : 

« And  that  the  President  shall  retain  in  the  Navy 
service  of  the  United  States  nine  captains,  thirty-six 
lieutenants,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  midshipmen,  in- 
clading  those  employed  on  board  of  the  frigates  and 
other  armed  vefsels  to  be  kept  in  service ;  and  that  he 
be  authorized  to  diBcharge  all  the  other  officers  in  the 
Navy  service  of  the  United  States ;  but  such  of  the 
aforesaid  officers  as  shall  be  retained  shall  be  entiUed 
to  receive  no  more  than  half  their  monthly  pay  during 
the  time  when  they  shall  not  be  under  orders  for  ac- 
tual service.  And  provided  furthetf  That  all  the  com- 
missioners and  warrant  officers  who  shall  he  discharged 
as  aforesaid  .shall  be  entitled  to  receive  — —  months 
pay  over  and  above  what  may  be  due  to  them  respso- 
tively  at  the  time  they  were  discharged.'' 

Mr.  Johnson  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
House  would  come  to  some  decision,  without 
consuming  more  of  the  time  of  the  House  in  de- 
bate. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  he  was. seriously  in  favor  of  a 
reduction  in  the  Navy, and  was  therefore  opposed 
to  Mr.  Ranoolph's  amendment  to  his  amend* 
ment. 

.  After  some  further  remarks  of  Messrs.  Ram- 
ooLPH  and  Dan:^  in  favor  of  a  reduction,  and 
Messrs.  McKui,.Boto,  and  Rbba  of  Teanesaee 
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agaiost  it,  the  queftion  was  taken  on  Mr.  Ran- 
POLPb's  moiipn  to  amend  Mr.  Smiub's  anMBd- 
ment^and  negatived — yeas  36, nays  67, at  follows: 

TsAS— Wm.  W.  Bibb,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Epephio- 
ditiu  Chmmpidn,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochimn,  John 
Devenport,  junior,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Daniel 
Heister,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  William  Kennedy,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Bobert 
Marion,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Samoel  McKee,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Peanon,  EUsha 
R.  Potter,  John  Randolph,  Jonn  Rea  of  PennsylTania, 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  8eybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dan- 
iel ShefieVf  Samuer  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John, 
Stanley,  Jacob  Swoope,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John 
Taylor,  Jabez  Upham,  Robert  Weakley,  and  Laban 
Wheaton 

Nits — William  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Da^id 
Bard,  Bury^ell  Bsssett,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Bvown,  Rob- 
ert Brown,  -William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Jo- 
asph  Calhoun,  John  Campbell,  John  Clopton,  Orchard 
Cook,  James  Cox,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Wil- 
liam Pindley,  Banillai  Gannett,  Crideon  Gardner,  Da- 
Tid  S.  Garland,  Thos.  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Wil- 
liam Hale,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Walter  Jones, 
Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbaeker,  Joseph  Lewis, 
Jan.,  John  Loyo,  Matthew  Lyon,  Aaron  Lyle,  Vincent 
Matthews,  Alexander  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller, 
Wm.  Milnor,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson, 
BeBJamin  Pickman,  junior,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior, 
John  Porter,  Josiah  Qnincy,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
John  Roane,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Thomas  Sammoas,  Den- 
nis Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Thompson, 
Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr., 
Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Rob- 
ert WhitehiU,  James  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and 
Robert  Witherspoon. 

Mr.  Bacon  remarked  that  as  Mr.  Smilie'b 
motion  now  stood,  it  proposed  to  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  men  very  much,  without  making  any  re- 
daction in  the  number  of  officers.  This  was  not 
a  state  of  things  which  he  was  desirous  of  pro- 
moting, and  he  suggested  the  following  addition : 

**  Provided^  That  the  whole  number  of  officers  to  be 
nlained  in  sendee  shall  not  exceed  that  fixed  by  the 
act  entitled  an  act  in  addition  to  an  ect  entitled  *'An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  proWding  for  a  Nayal 
Peace  Establishment  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed 
the  2Ut  day  of  April,  1806,  nor  the  whole  number  of 
able-bodied  seamen  and  ordinary  seamen  and  boys  the 
number  of ." 

Mr.  Smii«ib  accepted  the  modification  as  a  part 
«f  his  motion. 

Mr.  Shbfpbt,  after  expressing  his  avertion  to 
legislating  by  references  to  former  laws,  mored 
iIm  following  as  a  substitute  for  the  provision 
eootained  in  Mr.  SMiua'a  proposed  amendment : 

**  Provided^  That  the  officers  shall  not  exceed  the 
foflowing  Aumben  and  gradea,  that  is  to  say ;  thirteen 
Captains,  nine  masters  commandant,  sersn^-two  lieu- 
tenants and  •— ^-  mtdshipmin ;  but  the  said  officers 
shall  receive  no  more  than  half  their  monthly  pay  du- 
the  time  when  they  shall  not  be  under  oiders  for 
senice:  And  pmtdded  furiier,  That  the  whole 
of  able-bodied  seamen,  ordinary  saameny  and 


FR10A.Y,  April  27. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  bare  passed  a  bill,  eotiilcd 
"An  act  allowing  compensation  to  Robert  Ror 
inson  ;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concorKDceoT 
this  House. 

Mr.  Dawsom,  from  the  com  mittee  apP9*o^<^. 
on  the  eightaenth  ittsiant,  on  the  memorials « 


boys,  shpll  not  exceed  fiHirteen  hnndred  and  twealy- 
five ;  but  the  President  may  appoint  for  the  nmnk  u 
actual  sernce  so  many  surgeons,  surgeons'  iDstM,iul- 
ing  masters,  diaplaina,  pursers,  boatewains,  (anacn, 
and  carpenters  as  may  in  his  opinion  be  neceaniyud 
proper. 

After  some  observations  from  Mr.  Mohtoo- 

MIHT. 

•Mr.  MDHPoao  moved  that  the  farther  eooii^- 
eration  of  the  subject  be  postponed  indefiaitelf, 
giving  as  a  reason  for  it  bis  aversion  to  raskiog 
anj  reduction  in  the  Navy  in  the  present  state  of 
afiairs. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Yii- 
HoBN,  Gbolson,  and  Rhba,  of  Tennessee,  aod 
opposed  bv  Messrs.  McKbs.  Smiub  and  Ris- 
noLPH,  aha  lost— ^yeas  42,  nays  57,  as  follows: 

Teas— William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Adsm  Bojd, 
James  Breekenridge,  John  Brown,  Joseph  Calhoinr 
John  Cloplon,  Orchard  Cook,  James  Cox,  WiiiiiB 
Crawibrd,  John  Dawson,  WiHiam  Findley,  BaniBii 
Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomsi 
Gbolson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Walter  Jones,  Hennas 
Knickerbaeker^  Joseph  Lewis^  jan^  John  Love,  Mat- 
thew Lyeo,  Alexander  McKhn,  Pleasant  MsMilK 
Kidioks  R.  Moore,  Gurdon  8.  Mnmford,  Thonat 
Newton,  John  Porter,  J<An  Rhea  of  Tennssiei*,  Jaiui 
Roane,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  DeBsk  I 
Smelt,  George  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John  Thonp- 
son,  Uri  TraCT,  Charlea  Turner, Jr.,  Archibald  Van 
Horn,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robt.  Witherspoon. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Ezekiel  Baooo,  WiUiasi 
W.  Bibb,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Robert  Brown,  WilHus 
A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  John  CampbeU,Wniitm 
Chamberlin,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Matthew  Cltj, 
Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  &)amoe]  W.Duna,  Jo- 
seph Dedia,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Medtad 
Franklin,  WUliam  Hale,  Daniel  Heister,  Json  Hol- 
land, Jacob  Hufty,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, William  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Asroo  Lyki 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Mttthowi, 
Ardubald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  John  Mastgosi- 
erjt  Thomas  Mooro,  Jeremish  Morrow,  John  Nicb- 
olson,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pidcman,j«ni  Tim- 
othy Pitkin,  jun.,  Jooiah  Qnin^,  John  Baa^ll^i 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Matthias  Richardi,  Bbca- 
eier  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samoel  Shaw,  John  Smi- 
lie, Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stsnleji 
Jacob  Swoope,  Beigamin  Tallmadge,  John  Tajlor. 
KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  Weakley,  Robeit 
Whitehill,  and  James  Wilson. 

Mr.  Ngwtoii  then  said  he  was  anzioos  to  do 
his  duty  ;  but  coufd  not  consent  to  stay  here  wbeo 
one-third  of  the  House  at  least  bad  deserted  their 
seats  and  fatigue  oppressed  the  remainder.  He 
therefore  moved  to  adjourn. — Carried— y«s  ^i 
after  seven  hours  sitting. 
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P«cer  C.  L'Safant,  presentetf  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Peter  C.  L^Enfant ;  wliieli  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
this  day* 

Mr.  Dawboii  also  made  a  detailed  report  in 
relatioo  to  the  claim  of  Peter  Charles  L'Eafont. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
Hoate  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  sent 
from  this  House,  entitled  '^An  act  providing  foe 
the  sale  of  certain  laads  in  the  Indiana  Territory, 
and  for  other  purposes."  with  amendments.  They 
hare  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  an  act,  entitled  *An  act  concerning  the 
Library  for  the  use  of  both  Hottsesof  Congress;-' 
and  a  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  enable  the  people 
of  the  Territory  of  Orleanr  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion and  State  government,  and  for  the  admis- 
•ion  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,  and  for  other 
parpofes ;"  and  they  have  also  passed  a  resola- 
tioo  providing  an  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  united  States;  CO  which  ameod- 
mcats,  billa,-and  resolution,  they  desire  the  con- 
enrreace  of  this  House. 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  JoBi«aoii,  the  unfinished  bu- 
sioen  (redaction  of  the  Navy)  was  ordered  to  lie 
00  the  table. 

STATE  Of  THE  ARMY. 
Mr.  Newton,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  mortality  which 

Jirevailed  io  the  detachment  of  the  Army  ordered 
or  the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  m&de  a  long  re- 
port, accompanied  with  various  depositions  and 
other  papers.    The  report,  concludes  as  follows : 

"  The  oommittee,  frosi  a  knowledge  which  they  have 
acquired  of  the  cUmate  of  New  Orleans  and  of  the 
coQDtiy  sorrounding  it,  and  from  the  facta  stated  in  the 
depositions  are  of  opinion  that  the  mortality  in  the  de- 
tachment ordered  to  New  Orleans  is  to  be  ascribed  to 
thefollovring  causea ; 

**  lat.  The  detachment  connsUng  of  new  levies. 

**  2dly.  The  insalubrity  of  the  climate,  the  Summer 
and  Antnnm  of  the  year  1809  being  anasnallv  sickly. 

*<  3dly.  To  the  nature  of  the  ground  on  which  the 
^etaehment  was  encamped  at  Terre  aux  Bcaof,  and  the 
detention  of  it  at  ^at  place  during  the  whole  of  the 
Sonmer,  contraiy  as  the  committee  conceive  to  the 
ioetnicCioos  eoatained  m  the  letter  of  the  SecretaTy  of 
War  bearing  data  the  SOth  of  April,  1809. 

"ithly.  To  the  want  of  sound  and  wholesome  pro- 
viaoBs  and  of  vegetablcB'-*4he  want  of  an  hospital  and 
of  hospital  stores  and  medicines. 

**  $thly.  The  excessive  fatigues  to  which  the  troops 
were  subjected  in  clearing,  ditching  and  draining  the 
ground  on  which  they  were  encamped. 

"  6thly.  To  the  want  of  repose  during  the  night, 
owing  to  the  troops  not  being  provided  with  bars  and 
neta  to  protect  them  from  the  annoyance  of  musquitoes. 

**  7th]y.  The  want  of  cleanliness  in  the  camp,  the 
nature  of  the  position  rendering  it  almost  impracticable 
to  preaerre  it. 

'*  8tfaly.  The  atck  and  well  being  confined  to  the 
same  tenia,  whidi  neither  protected  them  sufficiently 
from  the  beat  of  ^le  sun,  nor  kept  them  dry  from  dews 
and  rains." 

The  report  and  documents  were  ordered  to  be 
^nted. 


CONSULS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  tha 

pREaiDEMT  OF  THE  UnITED  StATES  :  ^ 

To  the  Houae  QfSeM$mkHu»  of  the  United  StaU»  t 
I  trsaamit  to  the  House  a  report  of  the  Beeretary  of 
Btate  complying  with  theh  resolntionof  the  28d  im-- 
stant.  JAMEB  MADISON. 

Aran.  37,  1810. 

DiPAmTXBVT  of  »rATB,  AprUWy  1810. 

In  compliance  vrith  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
-Representatives  of  the  SSd  instant  requesting  the  Pie^ 
sident  of  the  United  Stotes  to  cause  to  be  laid  beftvr 
thesii  <*  a  statement  of  theeeveral  ooBaular  or  commer-- 
cial  agents,  having  authority  under  the  United  States 
in  foreign  oountries,  together  vrith  the  sslaries  or  com^ 
penaation,  if  any,  allowed  to  them  reapectiTely,''  the 
Seoretafy  of  State  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  tfie  Pre* 
sident  of  the  United  States  a  statement  of  all  the  Con- 
'suls  and  Commercial  Agents  having  authority  under 
the  United  States  in  foreign  countries,  together  with  the 
salaries  and  compensations  that  have  been  allowed  to 
the  Consuls  residing  at  Algisrs,  Tripoli,  Tunis  and 
Morocco. 

AU  the  otiier  Consuls  and  Commercia]  Agenta  have 
been  allowed  to  receive  only  those  fises  ef  office  which 
have  been  established  by  the  act  of  Congress.  Respect- 
fully submitted.  R.  SMITH. 

CormUa  and  Commercial  Agenta  of  the  United 

States* 

ht  Great  Britain  and  it*  Domimons — Wflliam  Ly- 
man, Consul,  London;  Eliaa  Vandeihorst,  Briatol; 
Robert  W./Fox,  Falmouth ;  Jamea  Maury,  Liverpool ; 
Thomas  Englisfa,  Dublin ;  Thomas  Auld,  Vice  Consul, 
Poolss;  James  Holmes,  Consul,  Belfiut;  JohnChurebf 
Consul,  Cork ;  John  Gavino,  Gibraltar ;  JoseiA  PuUs, 
Malta. 

In  France  and  its  J^omciatons— David  B.  Warden, 
Acting  Commercial  Agent,  Paris ;  Isaac  Cox  Bamet, 
Commercial  Agent,  Havre  do  Graces  WilHam  Lee, 
Bordeaux ;  Thomas  Abom,  Vice  Commercial  Agent, 
Cayenne;  Peter  Walsh  Commercial  Agent,  Cetta; 
William  Buchanan,  Isles  of  France  and  Bourbco; 
Etienne  Cathalan,  Maraeilles ;  John  Appleton,  Calais ; 
WiUiam.D.  Patterson,  Nants ;  Aaron  Vail,  L'Orient; 
Thomas  Lovell,  La  Rochelle ;  Francis  Coftyn,  Dun- 
kirk ;  Henry  Wilson,  Ostend. 

In  S^ain  andite  Dominions — Joseph  iTznardi,  Con- 
sul, Cadiz;  Robert  Montgomery,  Alicant;  William 
Kirkpatrick,  Malagfa ;  Lewis  O'Brien,  St.  Andero ;  John 
Leonard,  Barcelona ;  John  Martin  Baker,  Tarragona 
and  the  Isles  of  Majorea,  Minorca,  Ivica ;  John  James 
Armstrong,  Island  of  Tenerifie ;  Richard  S.  Hackley, 
St  Lncar. 

In  Portugal  and  its  ZlonMnsone— WiUiam  Jarvis, 
Lisbon ;  Jamea  L.  Cathoart,  Madeira ;  John  B.  Dab- 
aey,  Azores  or  Western  Islands ;  Henry  Hill,  St.  Sal- 
Tador  in  Brazil. 

In  the  Kingdom  of  Holland — SyWanus  Bourne, 
Consul  General,  Amsterdam ;  George  Jay,  Consul, 
Rotterdam. 

In  Denmark  and  ite  Dominions — Hans  Rodolph 
Saabye,  Consul,  Copenhagen ;  Thomas  Gramble,  Island 
of  Santa  Cruz ;  James  McGregor,  Island  of  St.  Thomas ; 
Peter  Isaacson,  Christiansand. 

In  Prussia — Frederick  W.  Lutz,  Consul,  Stettin ; 
William  Clark,  Embden. 

hi  the  Kingdom  of  Sweden — Robert  G.  Gardiner, 
Consul,  Gottonburg. 
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In  Germanu — ^John  M.  Forbes,  Consul,  Hamburg^, 
Frederick  1.  Vvichelhaueeiii  Bremen ;  WfUiam  Riggin» 
Trieste ;  Philip  Marck,  Franconia. 

In  the  Italian  Statei — Thomas  Appleton,  Consul, 
Leghorn ;  Alexander  Hamraet,  Naples ;  Thomas  H. 
€torm,  Genoa;  John  Broadbent,  Messina;  Abraham 
Oibbsf  Palermo ;  Richard  O'Brien,  Island  <k  Sardinia. 
4    ^M  Russia — Levitt  Harris,  Consul,  St.  Petersburg. 

hi  China — Edward  Carringlon,  Consul,  Canton. 

In  TtirAcey—- William  Stuart,  Consul,  Smyrna. 

^  Algiers — ^Tobias  Lear,  Consul  General.  He  has 
.  been  allowed  a  salary  of  four  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num, an  outfit  of  the  same  sum,  and  a  quarter's  salary 
.  for  the  expense  of  his  return ;  also  a  reasonable  house- 
rent,  the  expense  of  couriers,  or  postage,  of  necessary 
printing,  and  for  the  aervice  of  a  secretary  and  drago- 
man. 

Tripoli — George  Davis,  Consul.    His  salary  ia  two 

thousand  doUars  with  an  outfit  of  the  same  sum  and  a 

quarter's  salary,  for  the  expense  of  his  return,  and  in 

.  all  other  respects  his  allowances  are  the  same  with 

those  of  the  C6nsul  General. 

Tunis — Charies  D.  Cox,  Acting  Consul  ad  interim. 
The  salary  and  allowance  are  the  same  as  at  Tripoli. 

JMbroeeo— James  Simpson,  Consuls — ^The  salary  and 
allowances  are  the  same  as  at  Tunis  and  Tripoli. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  * 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  confirm  the  decision  of 
the  commissioBers  in  favor  of  the  claimants  to 
lan^s  in  the  district  of  Kaskaskias,  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  extend  the  time  of 
payment  for  public  land3  in  certain  cases,  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  to-day. 

Mr.  BuRWEi^L  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
He  said  that  the  public  lands  were  a  source  of 
revenue  to  the  United  States,  and  the  House  ought 
to  be  extremely  careful  how  they  embodied  in 
the  Western  country,  a  set  of  men  who  would 
wrest  the  fee  simple  from  the  United  States.  We 
should,  said  he,  take  warning  by  events  in  some 
of  the  States.  In  some  parts  of  the  State  of  Ken" 
tucky,  it  is  found  impossible  to  collect  what  is 
owing  to  the  State  for  lands.  So  far  from  being 
willing  to  protract  the  time  of  payment,  I  would 
lessen  the  obligation  which  every  debtor  has  to 
pay.  1  would  rather  reduce  the  price  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  and  bring  the  value  into  the  Treasury, 
.  than  persevere  iit  a  system  which  would  deprive 
us  of  half  the  benefit  of  the  sales  of  public  lands. 
I  am  confident  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Public  Lands  will  agree  with  me.  that  it  is 
of  importance  to  press  and  force  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, without  ruining  those  people,  the  prompt 
rayment  for  lands  bought  of  the  United  States, 
was  in  hopes  that  the  committee  w^uld  have 
devised  some  plan  to  lessen  the  balances  now 
due  from  individuals,  and  to  prevent  in  future  the 
existence  of  any  balance  at  all.  Perhaps  it  might 
be  considered  an  insult  to  the  people  oi  the  West- 
ern country  to  say,  that  any  consideration  could 
ever  alienate  them  from  the  Union ;  but  it  is  true 
policy  to  take  from  them  every  motive  which 
could  possibly  induce  them  to  consent  to  so  ruin- 
ous a  measure.    And,  if  their  debts  to  the  Gov- 


ernmeDt  increase,  there  will  not  be  wanting  am- 
bitious men  to  remind  them  of  it,  and  of  ametBs 
oi  at  once  getting  rid  of  them. 

Mr.  Morrow  observed,  that  this  bill  exteaded 
the  time  of  payment  to  those  who  purchased  is 
1805.  The  time  bad  been  already  extended  to 
those  before  1805..  This  bill  extended  the  time  of 
payment  to  purchases  in  the  subsequent  year^sd 
confiaed  the  iodulffeoce  to  actual  settlers.  Par- 
chasers  in  1805,  Mr.  M.  said,  had  purchased  with 
?|ood  prospects  of  making  payments.  It  was  be- 
bre  the  great  embarrassments  of  commerce  had 
commenced^  With  the  ^entlemao  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Bgfrwei^l,)  he  wished  to  see  the  sjrsteoi 
changed,  and  that  no  sales  should  take  place  <m 
credit ;  but,  at  present,  when  the  sales  had  bees 
made  on  credit,  and  the  state  of  things  rendered 
it  almost  impoasible  to  make  payment,  be  was 
desirous  to  extend  to  the  purchasers  in  1805,  the 
same  indulgence  as  had  heretofore  been  extended 
to  others. . 

Mr.  Ely  said,  that  the  bill  embraced  but  one 
principle — that  of  extending  the  same  principle 
of  indulgence  to  purchasers  in  a  particular  year 
as  had  heretofore  been  extended  to  purchasers  ia 
preceding  years.  Having  granted  an  exteasioa 
of  the  terms  of  payment  heretofore,  he  was  in 
favor  of  extending  it  now.  He  did  not  beltere 
it  would  materially  affect  the  interestrof  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr.  Randolph  ^id  the  time  was  fast  approach- 
ing when  they  would  be  compellied,in  the  case  of 
public  Jands,  as  in  that  of  thecustom-hoose  daiies, 
to  de4l  only  in  cash.  We  have  dealt  on  credit, 
said  he,  till  the  number  of  people  in  our  debt  will 
form  an  interest  in  this  House,  or  perhaps  in  the 
nation,  to  extend  the  time  of  payment  so  as  to 
defeat  the  debt.  I  know  how  very  invidious  a 
task  it  is  for  a  person  to  get  up  and  oppose  the 
claims  of  those  said  to  be  actual  settlers.  I  know 
bow  ea$y  it  is  to  say  that  speculators  will  bujr  up 
their  farms,  for  which  they  are  unable  to  com- 
plete the  payment, and  sell  them  again;  and  sou 
would  be  if  we  were  to  sell  only  at  ten  centsaoacre 
for  cash.  The  speculators  would  buy  large qoan- 
titles  of  it,  as  their  capital  would  enable  ihem  to 
do,  and  sell  out,  taking  advanced  prices,  and 
mortgages  on  the  land,  too,  perhaps.  I  heard  a 
gentleman  of  considerable  tnercao  tile  experience, 
and,  I  suppose,  of  considerabhe  influence,  too,  say 
that  he  would  bring  forward  a  motion  to  extend 
the  credit  oitrevenue  bonds,  since  it  is  a  notorious 
fact,  that  the  mercantile  class,  from  the  state  of 
the  country,  for  some  time  past,  have  been  unable 
to  comply  with  their  obligations.  The  same  prin- 
ciple which  would  relieve  the  debtors  for  lands 
would  also  apply  to  the  latter.  But,  sir,  it  is^oi 
my  object  to  argue  the  case ;  but  as  I,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the.  Committee  of  Ways  and  Afeaos,  hare 
often  reported  against,  and  succeeded  in  prevent- 
ing, an  extension  of  the  time  of  payment,  my  ob- 
ject is  merely  to  call  for  the  yeas  and  nafs.aoii 
obtain  an  opportunity  to  register  my  vote  against 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Johnson  s«id  that,  in  voting  for  the  bill, 
he  voted  not  alone  for  theaccomiapdatioD  of  tbose 
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aiooe  incladed  under  the  appellation  of  Western 
people,  but  he  would  afford  a  small  indulgence 
to  a  set  of  men  from  every  part  of  the  United 
States  who  hare  ebterprise,  but  who  hav«  noth- 
ing else  but  that  and  their  liberty,  and  who,  for 
five  years,  have  eierted  themselves  to  pay  for  the 
tract  of  five  or  six  hundred  acres  on  which  they 
have  settled.  He  asked  for  them  the  small  in- 
daJgeoee  of  extending  the  time  of  payment,  to 
prevent  the  gripe  of  avarice  from  seizing  from 
them  that  ground  they  have  obtained.  Will  Con- 
gress hesitate*  one  moment,  at  this  session,  to  do 
that  which  tbey  did  at  the  lastl  What  will  in- 
fluence them  to  do  it  ?  Are  th«se  men  specula- 
tors 1  No,  sir ;  I.  shall  take  pleasure  in  recording 
on  the  Joornitis  my  vote  of  indulgence  to  the 
people  who  have  settled  on  liule  farms,  for  which 
they  have  paid  their  last  shilling,  and  who  are 
about  to  be  deprived,  pnlesa  we  interfere,  of  that 
land  they  have.improved  by  their  own  -labor.  Is 
there  any  likeness  between  these  debts  and  rev- 
enue bonds  ?  The  merchant  could  not  ^k  for 
indulgence  in  the  latter  case ;  I  would  turn  my 
face  and  raiae  my  voice  against  it.  A  man  who 
settled  on  the  land  in  1805,  and  paid  everything 
he  had,  to  save  his  property  from  confiscation, 
asb  indnlgence  of  protracted  twyment — and  will 
yoQ  refuse  the  request  ?  You  give  him  nothing ; 
he  is  to  pay  interest  for  the  money  ;  it  will  not 
affect  the  revenue  a  cent.  We  did  the  same  thing 
at  (he  last  session  as  to  other  purchasers.  Are 
we  different  men  now?  Do  we  hold  different 
sentimenu  1  I  did  not  expect  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  would  have  opposed  this  bill,  when 
I  ha^e  had  the  high  gratification  of  heariiig  him 
Tote  against  the  statute  of  limitations,  in  oppo- 
sition, however,  to  the  opinion  of  many  good  and 
Tiriuous  Dvembers  who  voted  against  us.  No 
doubt  he  ia  actuated  by  the  same  motives  now  as 
then  *y  but  there  seems  to  be  a  sad  reverse  of  feel- 
ipir.  He  must  view  this  subject  in  a  different 
light  from  me,  or  he  would  not  raise  his  voice 
sgaiost  the  extension  of  payment  to  men  who  im» 
proved  land,  not  by  the  labor  of  slaves,  but  by 
their  own  labor^  and  who  carried  nothing  else 
there  but  their  own  industry. 

Mr.  Ely  said,  that  this  was  an  indulgence  im- 
portant to  those  who  asked  it,  and  not  very  im- 
portant to  the  United  States,  and  he  was,  there- 
Jor<^  disposed  to  grant  it.  In  regard  to  the  whole 
subject  of  the  sale  of  land  and  extension  of  credit, 
he  rather  thought  it  was  not  correctly  understood 
in  its  effects  by  the  House  generally.  \x  had  been 
heretofore  said  that  it  was  necessary  to  reduce 
the  price  of  public  lands,  and  sell  only  for  ready 
money  ;  and  the  main  reason  assigned  in  support 
of  this  doctrine  was,  that  sales  of  lands  were  in- 
creasing largely,  and  that  the  money  due  b]^  debt- 
ors for  lands  was  daily  increasing,  producing  an 
effect  injurious  to  the  interests  or  the  United 
States.  In  pursuance  of  this  idea,  Mr.  £#  said  a 
bill  had  been  before  the  Senate,  this  very  session, 
providing  for  a  change  of  the  whole  system*  In 
the  course  of  the  investigation  on  the  subject, 
certain  documents  had  been  called  for  to  show 
whether  the  debt  accruing  on  the  sales  of  public 


lands  had  increased  so  much  as  was,  by  some 
gentlemen,  supposed.  It  had  been  found,  how- 
ever, that  the  debts  for  public  lands  actually  di- 
minished ;  and,  the  payments  made  being  greater 
than  the  amount  of  the  sales,  that  no  danger  ex^ 
isted  on  that  ground.  On  learning  that  fact,  the 
bill  was  lost.  The  appreheusion  of  the  effects  of 
extending  the  time  ot  payment  on  account  of  the 
great  sum  due  was  therefore,  in  some  degree, 
without  foundation. 

Mr.  P.  M.  MiLLBR  said  that,  if  gentlemen  would 
amend  the  bill  so  as  to  forgive  the  debts  due  to 
the  United  States,  he  might  agree  to  vote  for  it. 
I,  said  Mr.  M.,  came  from  that  part  of  the  coun* 
try  which  might  be  expected  to  be  anxious  for 
the  passage  of  such  a  law ;  but,  so  far  from  being 
of  service,  I  know  thkt  these  laws  do  injury  to 
the  people  themselves,  and  I  should  have  sup* 

Eosed  that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  who 
as  witnessed  the  sales  on  Green  river,  might  bare 
borne  testimony  to  the  fact.  The  time  is  not  far 
ofi^  if  you  continue  these  extenJ«ions  of  payment, 
when  the  debtors  will  speak  in  a  language  which 
you  cannot  resist,  which  you  dare  not  resist.  If 
they  are  in  your  debt,  they  become  your  enemies. 
The  numbers  now  claiming  this  indulgence  are 
but  few  \  but,  as  you  inOrease  your  sales,  you  wUi 
increase  your  enemies — for  so  I  will  call  them — 
not  that  they  are  worse  than  other  people — I  be- 
lieve them  quite  as  good.  But,  while  i  am  wil- 
ling to  relieve  them,  I  cannot  reconcile  myself  to 
this  law.  The  people,  from  an  avidity  to  hold 
property}  will  purchase  when  they  know  that 
they  cannot  pay  for  it.  Gentlemen  might  as 
well  tell  you  of  the  claim  on  your  generosity  of 
the  debtor  whose  property  is  sold  to  pay  his  debts. 
In  point  of  fact,  they  have  no  claim  upon  you. 
When  they  became  purchasers,  they  knew  the 
terms.  If,  from  any  circumstances,  they  are  un- 
able to  pay,  for^^ive  them  the  debt ;  for,  if  you  do 
not,  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  they  will 
become  so  numerous  and  clamorous,  that  yon 
cannot  resist  them.  They  will  become  your  ene- 
my. It  would  be  far  better  to  forgive  them  the 
debt;  but  I  cannot,  consistently  with  my  duty, 
vote  for  this  bill.  I  know  that,  in  the  State  where 
I  live, one  whole  eounty  has  been  purchased  from 
the  State^  at  as  low  a  price  as  a  dollar  an  acre. 
The  Legislature  has  been  compelled  to  give  the 
purchasers  ten  years  indulgence;  and,  I  venture 
to  say,  the  time  never  will  come  when  we  can 
compel  them  to  pay.  My  knowledge  of  what  has 
.taken  place  in  the  Slate  which  I  have  the  honor, 
in  part,  to  represent,  and  my  being  a  little  con- 
versant in  the  mode  of  purchasing  public  lands, 
induce  me  to  believe  it  will  he  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  country  to  extend  the  time  of  payment. 

I  admire  the  zeal  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky ;  I  feel  for  these  people  as  much  as  any- 
body  else ;  but  it  is  not  a  correct  allusion  to  com- 
pare these  with  other  claims  which  are  bottomed 
on  legal  right,  but  barred  or  destroyed  by  the 
statute  of  limitations.  I  would  put  the  question 
to  you,  sir,  and,  through  you,  to  the  House,  whe- 
ther there  is  any  similarity  between  the  two  cases. 
So  far  as  I  can  understand  it,  there  is  not.  These 
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peofnie  have  no  legal  rigrbt.  They  have  merely 
maite  a  contract,  and  cannot  comply  with  it,  in 
conseqaence  of  which  the  contract  will  be  void. 
I  do  believe,  and  never  nvas  better  convinced  ef 
any  fact  than  that,  if  yoa  indulge  these  persons 
in  their  desires,  you  will  and  must  indulge  them 
for  ever.  There  will  be  no  end  to  it.  They  will 
increase  upon  you,  and  you  must  give  way  to 
them. 

Mr.  Lyon  said  that  if  the  United  States  re- 
fused to  sell  on  credit,  individuals  hiding  large 
quantities  of  land  would  sell  it  to  advantage, 
whilst  the  United  States  would  sell  but  little. 
The  lands  now  for  sale  by  speculators  were  lower 
than  the  lands  of  the  United  States ;  and  persons 
desirous  tojiurchase  could  obtain  lands  of  equal 
value  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  United  States 
at  one  dollar  per  acre.  There  were  but  two  rea- 
sons which  gave  a  preference  to  the  United  States' 
lands.  The  first  was  the  extensive  credit  given 
for  them ;  the  second,  was  the  confidence  which 


which  I  fear  will  soon  inereose  to  such  snextat 
as  to  render  it  beyond  the  power  of  the  Goren- 
ment  to  remove  them.  Last  year,  a  grester  in- 
dulgence than  is  now  asked,  was  intended  toans- 
ther  class  of  purchasers ;  greater,  because  the  in- 
dulgence was  not  limited  to  actual  settlers.  It 
has  been  a  favorite  object  of  the  officer  at  tbe 
head  of  the  Treasury  Department  to  iodnce  tke 
House  to  sell  for  cash  only.  When  tbe  snbjeet 
was  under  discussion  in  the  Senate,  the  papee 
were  filled  with  insinuations  of  the  great  danger 
of  lands  being  amassed  by  speculators ;  bnt  I  pr^ 
sume  the  danger  will  be  considered  asdiraioished, 
when  it  is  understood  that  lands  in  other  Stam 
may  be  purchased  to  any  amount  at  half  tbe  price 
of  the  public  lands.  At  present,  to  guard  agaiiit 
speculators,  you  sell  <the  land  to  persons  who  cal- 
culate, after  paying  one-fourth  of  the  paretase 
money^  to  receive  the  rest  from  the  prodoetsf 
the  soil ;  and,  if  it  cannot  be  sold,  they  cannot 
pay.  With  reference  to  the  people  who  will  be 
the  people  felt  in  the  security  of  titles  derived    affected  by  this  bill,  there  is  do  people  in  any 


from  the  United  States.  It  is  apparent,  A-om 
what  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  told  the 
House,  that  there  is  no  increase  of  debtors.  I  do 
not  believe  there  is  a  person  in  this  House  who  is 
or  ever  was  in  debt  to  the  United  States.  I  never 
bought  of  the  .United  States,  because  I  have  been 
able  tobuy  on  better  terms.  As  to  the  lands  on  Green 
river,  the  reason  of  the  State's  not  coercing  pay- 
ment is,  perhaps,  that  a  majority  of  the  persons  in 
the  Legislature  are  interested  in  them.  No  Stales 
but  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Ohio,  are  inter- 
ested in  the  sales  of  public  lands ;  and  I  have  no 
idea,  if  they  were  all  to  join,  that  they  could  ever 
drive  the  douncils  of  the  nation  to  any  measure 
relative  to  lands.  There  are  no  enemies  to  the 
Government  in  that  quarter — I  know  not  what 
the  gentleman  means  by  the  observation.  I  should 
have  supposed  that  the  gentleman's  disposition  to 
forgive  the  debt,  would  have  left  him  to  extend 
the  time  of  payment.  The  man  who  settles  land 
is  meritorious,  and  you  ought  not  to  be  cruel  to 
him.    I  hope  that  the  bill  will  pass.  - 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Jackson  said  he  snould  not  do  jus- 
tice to  his  feelings,  if  he  did  not  throw  in  his  fee- 
hie  mite  in  behalf  of  those  persons  who  now  asked 
for  indulgence,  who  had  purchased  at  a  time,  as 
nad  been  properly  remarked,  when  they  could  not 
have  foreseen  the  obstacles  which  impeded  their 

S^wer  of  malting  payment.  No  person  in  the 
ouse  was  interested  in  the  bill ;  no  one  could 
be,  (as  the  extension  was  confined  to  actual  set- 
tlers,^ but  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  ^Mr.  Mor- 
row,) and  he  was  assured  that  the  gentleman  had 
never  purchased  an  acre.  The  persons  asking 
indulgence  were  those  who  had  paid  all  the  money 
but  the  last  instalment,  and  asked  an  extension 
of  the  time  of  payment  for  the  remainder;  and 
the  bill  compelled  them,  before  receiving  the  in- 
dulgence, to  pay  up  all  the  arrears  of  interest; 
otherwise  their  lands  were  to  be  exposed  to  sale. 
I  am  not  sorry,  said  Mr.  J.,  that  this  subject  has 
attracted  the  atceniion  of  gentlemen  on  all  sides 
of  the  House;  for  it  will  prove  the  necessity  of 
ve vising  the  land  system,  and  reducing  the  evils 


fiart  of  the'  country  more  disposed  to  obey  tbe 
aws  of  the  Union.  They  will  submit  to  their 
lands  being  aold,  though  to  their  utter  ruin,  b^ 
cause  they  are  not  able  to  pay  for  the  land  wliiek 
they  purchased  in  a  state  of  nature.  Thejr  will 
not  resist  the  laws,  though  thousands  shooM  be 
turned  from  their  property,  whose  only  dcpesi- 
enee  for  subeistenne  is  on  the  land.  Tbeydooot, 
OB  account  of  the  extension  of  pay  meat,  ooiit 
paying  when  they  can,  because  the  balaocedoe 
in  1807  amounted  to  $2,318,t)eO,  and  in  1810 lo  bot 
$1,812,000.  The  debt,  then,  is  bow  $500,000  less 
than  it  was  on  the  first  of  January,  1807.  These 
people  will  pay  as  soon  as  they  are  aUe,  snd  a 
small  indulgence  is  asked  to  actual  settlers  only. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  bill  vrill  pass,  sod  that 
gentWinen  will  be  so  fully  Impressed  with  the 
necessity  of  an  amendment  of  the  system,  as  that 
they  will  be  induced  to  do  away,  the  system  of 
credit,  and  thus  also  the  danger  which  dow,  is 
mv  opinion,  exists ;  for,  when  we  are  aboot  to 
sell  thousands  of  plantations,  and  the  settlers  most 
be  turned  from  their  lands,  they  may  be  indoecd. 
by  distress,  to  resist  the  laws;  and  we  have  ibe 
more  occasion  to  fear  it,  when  we  reflect  that  ia 
a  case  of  much  less  severity,  the  Maishal  of  tbe 
United  States  has  been  resisted,  under  the  aatbo^ 
itv  of  a  State,  (Pennsylvania,)  in  the  exeeatioa 
of  the  laws,  by  an  armed  force. 

Mr.  McKeb  said,  that  the  lands  in  KentQckf, 
which  had  been  alluded  to,  had  been  sold  out  to 
actual  settlers.  He  had  himself  been  a  meaber 
of  the  State  Legislature  when  indulgence  w 
^nted  to  these  people,  who  did  not  even  vkw 
It.  The  State  had  never  experienced  any  dii- 
culty  in  collecting  Uiese  debts.  Had  it  been  tbe 
disposition  of  the  State  to  enforce  the  collecUM, 
the  debt  would  have  been  paid,  or  the  lands  sm 
without  au  effort  on  the  part  of  the  settlers.  The 
conclusions  drawn  from  these  premises  are  tbere 
fore  entirely  erroneous,  f  have  no  sort  of  in«f 
est  in  the  purchase  of  land  myself,  nor  any  frieo** 
or  particular  acquaintances  who  hare ;  sud  tboe- 
fore  may  be  considered  ao  impartial  jaror.  Bot 
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I  iuiow  (bat  muif  iiav^  purekM«d  amler  ibe  fair- 
est prospects  of  making^  payment.  Many  of  theina^ 
when  they  removed  to  the  State  of  Obio^  told  the 
lands  oo  which  they  had  lived  on  a  credit.  It  is 
well  known  tamaay  members  of  the  Hoosethat, 
o^wing  to  the  restrictive  system,  the  Legislatares 
of  Kentocky  and  Virginia,  as  well  as  other  States, 
passed  laws  supeading  the  execation  of  the  law 
lo  their  respective  States.  The  debts  dae  to  in- 
dividuals were  tied  up;  so  that  individuals  who 
sold  lands,  from  the  proceeds  of  which  they  ex- 

Eected  to  pay  for  the  public  lauds  they  purchased, 
ave  been  unable  to  comply  with  the  terms;  and, 
unless  this  law  pass,  they  must  be  exposed  to  be 
turned  out  to  beggary  and  distress.  He  therefore 
hoped  the  bill  would  pass. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  be  considered  this  case  as  ad- 
dressing itself  as  strongly  to  the  feelings  as  any 
case  be  had  ever  known.  These  persons,  after 
having  paid  three  instalments,  asked  an  iodol- 
gence  of  one  year  for  the  remainder.  With  re- 
spect to  other  classes  of  men,  involved  in  difficult 
and  distressing  circuButances,  indulgence  had 
heretofore  been  granted.  In  the  case  of  some  fire 
"which  bad  occurred  in  a  seaport  towu^  an  ezten^ 
sion  cf  the  time  of  payment  of  revenue  bonds  in 
that  town  had  been  given.  In  private  life,  this 
indulgence  was  often  extended  both  for  justice 
and  tot  interest.  Could  this  House,  unmoved, 
witness  the  distress  of  families  driven  from  their 
homes  i  of  families  which  had  travelled  through 
the  wilderness,  and  spent  four  er  five  years  in 
changing  the  state  of  their  plantations  from  wil- 
derness to  cultivation  ?  If  they  were  now  to  be 
ousted  from  their  plantations  and  turned  adrift 
on  the  world,  they  would  be  rendered  desperate 
andy  to  some  measure, >usele8s  to  society.  Mr.  S. 
said,  he  hoped,  that  out  of  good  policy,  for  these 
persons  had  no  legal  claims,  the  House  would 
grant  a  further  time  for  payment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  bill,  which 
waa  passed— >yeas  68,  nays  25,  as  as  follows : 

TxAS — Willis  Ablon,  janior,  WiUiaB»  Anderson, 
Bf^i^  Baeon,  Adam  Boyd,  Jimms  BMckenridge, 
John  Brown,  Robsil  Brown,  Jsasph  Oslhoan,  John 
Campbell,  WiUism  Chsmbsrhn,  John  Clo|»ton,  How- 
ell dobb,  Jamss  Goehian,  James  Cox,  William  Graw- 
lord,  Richard  Cntts,  Jot^  Deshs,  WUlism  Ely,  Jas. 
Bmctt,  Wm.  Findley,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gsrd- 
aer»  David  S.  Grarisnd,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  William  Hale,  James  Holland,  Benjamin 
Howard,  John  G.  Jackson,' Richard  Jackson,  junior, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  Kennedy,  Philip  B. 
Kej,  Jos.  Lewis,  junior,  Matthew  Lyon,  Aaron  Lvle, 
Robert  Marion,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  Mclum, 
John  M ontgomenr,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, Benjamin  Pickman,  jun.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun., 
John  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, John  Roane,  Ebeneser  Bage,  Thomas  Sammons, 
£h«neaer  Sealer,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Bhaw,  Dan- 
nie BmeH,  John  Bmilte,  George  Bmiftb,  John  Smith, 
Saaael  Smith,  Aenry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford, 
Bamnel  Taggait,  Bei^amin  Tallmadge,  John  Thomp- 
0on»  Jabes  Upham,  Laban  Wheaton,  Robert  Whitshill, 
i«ni«a  Wils4m,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Kats— Borwell  Bsssett,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  William 
A-  Borwall*  William  Butler,  John  Dawson»  Meshaek 


,  Jacob  Hofty«  Walter  Jonsa,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con, Vincent  Matthews,  P.  M.  Miller,  Wm.  Mflnoty 
Gurdon  8.  Mumibrd,  Joseph  Pearson,  Josiah  Quincy, 
John  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias 
Richards,  John  Stanly,  Jacob  Swoope,  John  Tajlor, 
Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Archibald  van 
Horn,  and  Robert  Weakley. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Cemniittee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  to  erect  a  light- ho  use  at  the  entrance 
of  Scitoate  harbor,  a  stone  colamn  on  a  spit  of 
land  at  the  entrance  into  Bostoii  harbor,  and  a 
beacon  on  Beach  point,  near  Plymouth  harbor, in 
the  State  of  Massachusetts;  a  light  at  the  en- 
trance of  Bayou  St.  John,  into  I^ke  Pontcbar- 
train;  and  tvro  lights  on  Lake  Erie;"  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein  the  Committee  rose,  and 
reported  the  bill  with  an  amendment  thereto;  and 
the  House  adjourned. 


Satubday,  April  28. 

Mr.  MiLNOR,  from  the  committee,  appointed 
on  the  twenty-sixth  instant,  made  a  report;  which 
was  read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  and  the  resolution 
therein  contained  concurred  in  by  the  House,  as 
follows: 

Resohed,  Thst  tbe  sststsI  witnesses  summoned  by 
the  committee  sppoiated  to  inquire  into  the  csnse  or 
cansef  of  the  great  mortaSty  in  that  detachment  of  the 
Army  otdsrsd  for  the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  and  by 
the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of 
Brigadier  General  James  Wilkinsooi  shall  be  allowed 
and  paid  for  every  day's  attendance  on  said  committees 
the  sum  of  three  dollars,  and  also  at  the  rate  of  twehe 
and  a  half  cents  for  erery  mile  they  shall  necessarily 
traTcl  in  coming  to  the  dty  of  Washington,  and  in 
returning  to  their  usual  place  of  residence ;  and  that 
the  messengers  employed  to  summon  any  of  the  said 
witnesses  be  allowed  and  paid  the  same  rate  of  mile- 
age; and  the  sums  so  allowed  shall  be  paid  by  the 
Clerk  oat  of  the  oontingsnt  toad  of  this  House,  on 
orders  drawn  by  the  chairmen  of  the  Eespective  com* 
mittees  aibresaid:  PraMedt  That  no  witness,  who 
was  in  the  dty  of  Washington  at  the  time  of  being 
sammoned,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  any  allowance 
for  mileage. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion sent  from  the  Senate,  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  tne  United  States; 
and  the  same  being  twice  read,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Uaion. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amead- 
meota  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^  An 
act  providing  for  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the 
Indiana  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and 
the  same  being  read,  were  concarrea  in  by  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Montgomery  be  excused 
from  serving  on  the  committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  conduct  of  Brigadier  General 
James  Wilkinson. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^*  An 
act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans to  form  a  constitution  and  SUite  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  admi&sioa  of  such  State  into 
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the  Union  on  an  eqaal  footing  with  the  original 
^fttes^  and  for  other  parposes,"  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Monday  next. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  At 
act  allowing  compensation  to  Robert  Robinson," 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  neit. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^'  An 
act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act  con- 
cerning the  Library  for  the  use  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress."  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  the  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  patoed  the  bill,  entitled  *'An 
act  concerning  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Qreat  Britain  and 
France,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  with  amendments;  in  which-  they 
desire  the  concorrenee  of  this  House. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  NAVY. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  reducing  the  Naral  Establishment  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  SMiLtE'a  amendment  was  modified  so  at 
to  fix  the  number  of  officers,  dbc,  to  he  retained  in 
aervice,  as  follows:  thirteen  captains, nine  masters 
commandant,  seventy-two  lieutenants,  -*—  mid- 
shipmen and  —  seamen,  ordinary  seamen  and 
boys. 

Mr.  MuMPORD  again  moved  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  indefinitely 
— lost,  yeas  40.  nays  54. 

Mr.  Randolpb  moved  to  strike  out  the  num- 
bers thirteen,  nine, and  seventy-two,  in  the  amend- 
ment, being  desirous  of  reducing  the  officers,  if 
any  part  of  the  establishment.  Motion  lost,  ayes 
40,  noes  46. 

Mr.  N.  R.  Mooaa  called  for  a  diviiioa  of  the 
question  on  Mr.  Smilib's  amendment. 

And  the  question  was  taken  on  that  part  of  it 
which  authorizes  the  President  to  keep  in  service 
so  many  of  the  armed  vessels  as  he  may  think 
proper,  and  to  lay  up  the  rest  in  ordinary  in  conve- 
nient ports.  This  part  of  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to— yeas  61,  nays  38,  as  follows  : 

YiAS— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Diniel 
Blaisdell,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  Butjer,  William 
Cbamberiin,  Epaphroditos  Champion,  Mmttiiew  Clay, 
Howell  Cobb,  Jat.  Cochran,  John  Davenport,  jr..  Jos. 
Desha,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley, 
Methack  Franklin,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  Ghobon, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Daniel  Heiiter,  James  Holland, 
Jacob  Httfty,  Robert  Jenkins,  WiUiam  Kennedy,  Philip 
B«  Key,  Matthew- Lyon,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con, Robert  Marlon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  Mc- 
Bryde,  Sam'l  McKee,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore,  Thos.  Moore,  Jeregiiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jun., 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,Eli«ha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Matthias  Riohatds,  Eben- 
ezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybcrt,  Saml.  Shaw,  Daniel  Shef- 
fey,  John  SmiUe,  Goo.  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Itichard 
Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Jacob  Swoope,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge«  John  Taylor,  Qaorge  M.  Tronp,  Jabei  Up- 


bam,  Robert  Weakley,  Laban  Whaaton,  and  Robert 
Whitehill. 

Navs— WiUiam  Andenon,  David  Baid,  BarwcD 
Bassett,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  William  A.  Bo* 
well,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  Campbell,  John  QopMo, 
James  Cox,  WilHam  Crawford,  Richard  Catti,  8ta- 
uel  W.  Dana,  Barzillai  Gannett,  David  S.  Garittd, 
Walter  Jones,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  John  Lots,  Alez> 
ander  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  William  MUoor, 
Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  New- 
ton, John  Porter,  Josiah  Qoincy,  John  RhM  of 
Tennessee^  John  Roane,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Thooui 
Sammons,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smith,  Heniy  Soatk* 
ard,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
James  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Witfae^ 
spoon. 

The  second  clause  of  Mr.  Shii/IE^b  amend- 
ment bein^  under  consideration — 

Mr.  SMiua  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for  the 
number  of  midshipmen  with  '*  one  hundred  asd 
fifty"  (about  half  the  number  at  present  in  ser- 
vice)— Agreed  to,  ayes  61,  noes  37. 

The  question  was  slated  on  filling  the  bluk 
for  the  number  of  seamen  to  be  reuined  with 
^  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-three," 
as  moved  by  Mr.  Bassbtt. 

Mr.  Lyon  observed  that,  beioi^  opposed  to  the 
total  destruction  of  our  little  Navy,  he  hariA? 
made  some  efforts  to  get  rid  of  the  business  at  this 
late  period  of  the  session,  when  it  was  impossible 
to  act  upon  the  subject  of  reduction  with  doe  de- 
liberation, he  hoped  he  should  not  be  thooffht  to 
be  trifiing  away  the  precious  time  of  the  Hoose, 
when  the  subject  was  so  hard  pressed  apoo  as, 
if  he  should  at  this  time  endeavor  to  make  him- 
self understood  on  this  subject.  Indeed,  he  coo- 
sidered  it  an  indispensable  .duty.  From  the  pos- 
session of  a  surplus  of  one  commodity,  and  tlie 
desire  or  want  of  another,  nata rally  arise^t  com- 
merce,  said  Mr.  L.  From  the  exercise  of  com- 
merce, nattkrally  arises  a  desire  to  extend  itself. 
From  a  desire  to  extend  commerce,  arises  a  de- 
sire to  defend  it;  out  of  this  desire  a  aary  will 
grow,  where  the  means  are  attainable.  Agrieol- 
ture,  in  many  eoun tries,  is  to  this  day  coosidered 
as  merely  the  business  of  raising  from  the  earth 
bread  and  domestic  comforts  for  the  family  that 
carry  it  on ;  but  in  this  cot|ntry  agriculture  pro- 
duces the  means  for  commerce  to  operate.  The 
operation  of  commerce  in  the  encooragemeDi  of 
agriculture  is  daily  developing  its  true  character 
in  this  country  ;  therefore  agriculture  and  com- 
merce are  coming  to  act  together;  and  they  will 
produce,  under  our  Republican  system,  a  Gorero- 
ment  favorable  to  commerce.  Such  a  Gorero- 
ment  will  have  a  navy,  and,  believing  as  I  do, 
this  will  be  the  result  of  the  operations  of  ou 
Government,  I  cannot  yield  to  this  momeotarf 
impulse  for  destroying  the  little  Navy  we  hart 
merely  to  expose  the  nation  to  the  expeoseof 
building  it  op  again,  and  to  the  nakedness  to  which 
it  would  be  exposed  during  the  time  betweea 
pulling  down  and  building  up. 

Latterly,  sir,  this  seems  to  foe  a  Governmeotof 
which  the  most  promioeni  feature  is  vibration-' 
a  Government  of  extremes,  never  stationary.  Od« 
day  the  Constitution  is  to  be  amended  or  expUia* 
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ed,  in  order  to  eaabte  the  QoTernmeDt  to  lay^  oat 
our  surplus  rerenue  in  natiooal  improvemeots 
and  em  hellish  meats.   Our  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury has  to  torture  bis  brain  to  find  out  a  mode 
by  which  the,  extinguisbmeot  of  natiooal  debt  is 
to  be  accelerated.    Another  day,  all  the  estab* 
lisbmeDts  of  the  Government  are  to  be  torn  down, 
in  order  to  bring  our  expenditure  to  onr  means, 
although  our  means  are  no  more  stationary  than 
the  miod  of  the  Legislature.    One  day,  gunboats 
is  all  the  rage;  another  day,  they  are  to  be  cast 
away  in  as  great  disgust  as  the  fickle  girl  throws 
from  her  the  bonnet  which  has  become  unfash- 
ionable, and  which  but  a  few  weeks  before  was 
ibe  first  object  of  her  ambition.    One  day,  life 
and  fortune  is  to  be  pledged  for  the  carrying  trade, 
for  the  defence  of  our  commercial  rights.    One 
day,  commerce  and  the  free  use  of  the  ocean  is 
everything;    the  next  day,  as  it  were,  foreign 
commerce  h  nothing,  we  can  and  will  supply 
oar  wants ;  we  will  make  a  dignified  retreat  from 
the  ocean.    I  shall  never  forget  the  solemnity 
with  which  we  were  told  of  the  capture  of  the 
frigate  in  the  bay  of  Tripoli — the  consternation 
that  seized  the  great  men  of  this  nation  at  the 
loss  of  one  of  our  frigates.    Nothing  but  the 
thought  of  the  poor  fellows  who  were  in  slavery 
could  keep  me  from  laughing,  when  I  looked  at 
the  confirmed  gravity  of  the  countenances  of  gen- 
tlemen in  this  House  at  the  loss  of  a  single  ship./ 
Life  and  fortune  was  then  to  be  pledged,  and.  so 
eager  were  we  to  repair  the  loss  and  wipe  the 
staio  from  the  American  character,  that  a  unan- 
imous vote  passed  this  House  to  raise  a  tax  upon 
this  nation.   This  tax,  although  expressly  limited 
in  its  duration,  which  has  long  since  expired,  has 
been  con  tinned,  and  is  now  continued,  under  a 
false  pame ;  and  many  of  those  who  were  in  that 
unanimous  vote  are  now  reminded  that  they  have 
tied  a  knot  with  their  tongnes  which  they  have 
not  been  able  to  untie  with  their  teeth.    I  find, 
sir,  many  of  the  same  gentlemen  who  were  then, 
as  it  were,  panic  struck  at  the  loss  of  one  frigate, 
are  now  become  so  valiant  that  they  oan  spare 
them  all  without  re^et.   And  pray,  sir,  was  there 
any  more  occasion  for  our  frigates  then  than  now? 
Is  there  no  Tripoli  now  to  make  unreasonable 
demands  upon  us,  to  threaten  us,  to  rob  or  plun- 
der our   ships,   and   to  enslave  our   seafaring 
men?    Is  there  no  Algier»,  nd  Tunis,  no  Mo- 
rocco, no  Barbary  Powers  ?  or  have  these  barba- 
rians  become  more  reasonable  in  their  demands, 
more  faithful  to  their  treaties,  or  more  humane 
to  their  slaves  ?    I  ask  gentfemen  who  are  for  the 
aooihilationof  our  little  Navy,  if  they  could  have 
their  will,  and  put  it  down  this  day,  anrd  to-mor- 
row they  should  be  informed  that  eight  or  ten 
corsairs  from  Barbary  were  hovering  on  our  coast, 
that  they  had  captured  four  or  five  large  Ameri- 
can ships  on  their  return  from  Europe  and  India, 
that  they  were  daily  picking  up  the  smaller  ves- 
sels, that  they  had  taken  all  our  ffunboats  and 
revenue  cutters  they  could  find,  that  they  had 
fuen  refuge  on  Amelia  island,  or  some  other 
island,  of  which  they  had  possessed  themselTes, 
sad  from  whence  they  could  make  their  ezoor- 


sions  at  pleasure— would  they  not,  to-morrow/ 
repent  of  their  rashness?    Would  they  not  put 
on  the  same  grave  face  they  did  on  the  loss  of 
the  Philadelphia  in  1804?    I  know  they  would, 
sir;  and  the  cry  of,  '' something  must  be  done," 
would  be  revived  and  resound^  in  this  House. 
I  ask  gentlemen  if  they  think  there  is  anything 
but  terror  and  apprehenMon  of  defeat  that  keeps 
these  barbarians  from  doing,  or  attempting  to  do, 
all  this?   And  from  whence  this  terror,  these  ap- 
prehensions, arise  ?    Is  it  from  a  knowledge  that 
we  have  wood,  iron,  tar,  and    hemp  enough, 
to  make  ships,  and  a  brave  militia  to  defend  our 
country?    No,  sir;  it  arises  from  a  knowledge 
that  we  have  frigates  and  brave  tars  to  check  their 
progress  and  chastise  their  temerity.    We  can* 
not  long  conceal  from  them  the  destruction  of 
our  little  Navy.    The  same  conduct,  on  their 
part,  which  provoke^  us  to* commence  building 
a:  navy  at  the  outset,  will  be  acted  over  again, 
and  should  we  now  put  down  bur  Navjr  it  would 
not  be  three,  years  before  We  should  be  in  the  act 
of  regenerating  it  with  immense  national  loss, 
and  at  immense  national  expense.  I  well  remem- 
ber when  the  popular  cry  was,  that  be  who  would 
not  use  every  exertion  to  regain  our  fellow-citi- 
zens from  Alfferine  slavery,  ought  himself  to  be 
an  Algerine  slave.   The  building  frigates,  to  pun- 
ish the  barbarians  ai)d  protect  our  men  and  ships, 
was  popular.    In  like  circumstances,  it  would  be 
popular  again.  I  hate  pulling  down,  where  I  know 
it  IS  only  to  build  up  again.  I  detest  this  frequent 
swinging  of  the  political  pendulum  from  one  ex- 
treme to  the  other ;  and  when  I  see  that  pendulum 
about  to  beset  in  motion,  I  generally  brace  against 
the  vibration.  I  know  very  well  that  the  Navy  we 
have  got  costs  too  much,  for  what  it  does.  I  know 
we  are  continually  hiring  private  ships  to  ruti  of 
errands,  wbijeh  ought  to  be  done  by  public  ships, 
which  are  idle  at  the  same  time.    Little  as  I  like 
the  Russian  mission,  and  the  maa  that  mission 
was  sea^  by,  I  felt  my  indignation  rise  when  I 
saw  the  manner  of  his  entry  into  Petersburg ;  the 
insult  offered  him ;  and  the  neglcfct  shown  to  him, 
because  he  went  out  in  a  merchant  ship  when 
we  had  frigates  enough  doing  nothing;  oflScers 
and  men  enough  who  would  have  been  proud  to 
have  themselves  shown,  and  their  ship  In  a  for- 
eign port,  on  such  an  occasion. 

There  has  undoubtedly  been  too  much  money 
spent  in  our  navy-yards,  too  many  professional 
lookers-on  kept  in  pay  there.  1  am  either  wil- 
ling to  leave  it  with  the  Bxecutive  to  correct 
these  abuses  during  the  recess,  or  I  am  willing  to 
vote  that  a  specified  reasonable  sum  may  be  ex- 
pended, in  each  navy-yard,  for  every  year,  and 
no  more.  If  we  had  time,  I  would  be  willing  to 
ffo  into  the  subject  at  large,  but  I  am  not  yet  wil- 
ling to  pull  all  down  at  once,  because  abuses  have 
crept  in.  If  1  should  find,  when  I  go  hoooe,  that 
there  has  been  a  great  deal  too  much  whiskey 
drank  at>oot  my  atili-house.  and  there  has  beea 
abuses  in  its  management,  and  my  wife  should 
insist  that  I  must  pull  down  the  house  and  de- 
stroy the  stills,  I  would  reason  with  her,  and  fell 
her  that  I  bad  set  upi-the  stiU-hoase  to  oooanna 
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the  sarplas  grain. of  mj  own  and  my  neighbors' 
farms,  and  send  the  Whukey  where  it  would  fetch 
us  cash,  after  saring  enough  for  our  comfort; 
that  all  things  calculated  for  comfort  and  accom- 
modation were  subject  to  abuse ;  that  we  must 
correct  the  abuses,  as  far  as  we  can,  but  the  main 
object  must  be  pursued — so  in  this'case.    Indeed, 
sir,  when  I  hare  seen  gentlemen  so  eager  to  go 
to  war  with  England  or  France,  or  both,  and  saw 
thlit  ihey  placed  reliamce  on  this  little  Nary,  I 
was  almost  inclined  to  join  with  those  who  were 
for  pulling  it  down,  for  I  thought  we  had  better 
lose  our  little  Nary  and  beffin  anew,  than  bein- 
Toired  in  an  endless  war  tor  the  ocean  ;  a  war 
which,  began  now,  would  forerer  keep  us  too 
poor  to  use  that  ocean,  if  it  was  surrendered  to 
us.    But,  sir,  I  see  now  the  war^aong  is  gr6wn 
old  and  stale ;  war  speeches  have  got  out  of  fash- 
ion, as  much  as  the  bonnets  that  Were  worn  twelre 
months  aco^^and  I  hate  returned  to  the  Navf,  to 
my  old  doctrine;.  Awe  and  chastise  the  little 
Powers  that  would  insult  and  abuse  you ;  for 
this  yon  want  'your  little  Nary.    Correct  the 
abuses  which  have  crept  into  the  system ;  treat 
and  temporize  with  the^reat  Powers.    What 
cannot  be  got  that  wav,  waive  any  dispute  about  ^ 
let  the  nation  grow;  let  your  naval  power  grow 
with  the  nation's  growth;  you  will,  by  that  means, 
be  getting  ahead,  not  only  of  the  smallest,  but  of 
second  and  third-rate  Powers,  until  the  day  shall 
arrive  when  jovl  may  bid  defiance  to  any  Power 
on  earth.    The  powers  and  attributes  of  growth 
being  such,  in  this  nation,  as  no  nation  ever  knew 
before— we  ma)[  safely  rely  on  them.    It  is  these 
powers  and  attributes  of  growth  that  makes  roe, 
on  the^e  subjects,  feel  that  I  am  legislating  for 
another  country.    I  know  my  days  cannot  be 
long  here,  but  I  am  just  as  eager  that  my  prog- 
eny, and  that  of  my  cotemporaries,  should  have 
every  advantage  of  this  grrowth,  as  if  I  were  sure 
to  live  to  see  and  enjoy  it  myself. 

I  beg  gentlemen  not  to  suffer  the  panic  that 
has  seized  them  at  the  appearance  of  the  d^itriic- 
tion  and  havoc  the]f  have  made  with  th'e  revenue, 
by  the  manly  cMiiude  of  sdf-dettrucHon  they 
took,  some  years  ago,  to  operate  on  them,  to  the 
destruction  of  every  vestige  of  powef  in  theOov- 
>  ernment.  If  thev  will  but  have  patience,  and 
leave  things  to  take  their  course,  all  will  be  right 

again.    This  national  growth,  which  I  almost . » r '      _*_j  ou 

idolize,  will  not  only  repair  the  injuries  their  er-  •'<*«  Cloptwi,  Orahaid  Cook,  WiUiam  C»siifcrt,J«»- 

rors  have  caused— errors  which  I  warned  them Im^.^***^.***^  ??'?<'«•  ^^•^^  ^^H^^'^^lt 
of  in  season — but  it  will  draw  the  veil  of  oblivion 


beg  for  employment.  I  wish  not  so  to  tie  up  the 
President's  bands  as  to  disable  him  from  sendio; 
out  a  ship  to  her  destined  station,  before  the  ship 
on  that  station  returns  ht>me  and  dismisses  ber 
hands.  Such  embarrassment  has  happened  be- 
fore now.  The  seamen's  wages  are  bat  a  sioill 
item,  it  seems,  in  our  naval  expenditures;  aodi 
am  perfectly  willing  to  place  tmlimited  cool- 
den  ce  on  this  score. 

The  following  are  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  of  filling  the  blank  with  two  thoosand 
seven  hundred : 

Tiis^WlUMim  Anderson,  Darid  Btfd,  Bonrdl 
Bassett,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  WilUam  A.  Bor* 
well,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  Campbell,  John  ClopUn, 
Orehard  Cook,  James  Cox,  Williatn  Crawford,  Rtcfaud 
Cutto,  Siamuet  W.  Dana,  BaraiHai  Gannett,  Gideaa 
Gardner,  David  B,  Garland,  Thomas  Gholsoa,  Petenoo 
Qoodwyn,  Walter  Jones,  Joseph  Lewis  Jan.,  John 
liOTe,  Mattheir  Lyon,  Alexander  Mc£im,  Pleastst  M. 
Miller,  Wm.  MUnor,  Mehoboi  R.  Moore,  .Gaideiii}. 
Mumferd,  Bog  er  Nelson,  Thonns  Newten,  John  Po^ 
ter,  Joaiah  Qnincy,  John  Bhea  of  TennesMe,  Johii 
Roane,  Ebeneier  Sfage,  Thomas  SamiptoDs,  I>eBiiii 
Smelt,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Heniy  Soathud, 
John  Thompaon,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killiui  K. 
Van  Rensaelaer,  James  Wilson,  Richard  Wiiui,iiid 
Robert  Withenrooon.— 46. 

Nats— Ezekiel  Bacon,  William  W.  Bibb,  Dankl 
Blaisdell,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  William 
Chamberlin,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Matthew  CUj. 
Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  3 Am  DsTenport,  joAn 
Joseph  Desha,  WHliam  Ely,  WiUiam  Findlej,  Uuhaci 
Franklin,  Daniel  Heister,  Jacob  Hnfty,  Wm.  Kenoedy, 
Philip  B.  Key,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert 
Marion,  Vincent  Mattiiews,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Sam- 
uel McKse,  John  Montgomery,  Thomas  Moore,  Jer- 
emiah Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moeeley,  Joseph  Pear* 
BOn,  Benjamin  Piekman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pilkio,  jr.,  Eb- 
sha  R*  Potter,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pesosyl- 
TaaM»  Matthias  Richard^  Ebenenr  Seam,  BtxM 
Shaw,  Daniel  Shefisy,  John  Sraiiio.  Ssnod  Sni^ 
Raehaid  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Jaoob  Swoope,  9mM 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tattmadg^  John  Tsyior,  George 
M.  Tronp,  Jabes  Upham,  Robert  WeaUcj»  ^^^ 
Wheaton,  and  Robert  WhitehiU.--53. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  fiitingtbe 
blank  with  **  two  thonsand,^'  as  mored  by  Mi. 
PioCMAR,  and  lost-^eas  39,  nays  56^  as  follows: 

Ybas— WUKam  Anderson,  David  Baid,  Bisrwifl 
BMoatt,  iohn  Brawn,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  Campbal> 


orer  them,  and  the  perpetrators  will  be  forgiren. 
on  the  score  of  good  intention.  As  to  the  object 
of  the  present  motion,  ic  is  merely  to  tell  the  Pre- 
sident that,  in  no  case  shall  he  employ  more  than 
so  many  senmen  $  it  is  to  reduce  the  number  of 
seamen  that  the  law  now  anthorizea  him  to  em- 
ploy. If,  sir,  I  might  possibly  be  apprehenaiTe  of 
the  President's  employioR  too  many  officers,  as  I 
know  he  is  constantly  solicited  on  that  head,  I 
nefer  can  be  afraid  of  his  employing  too  many 
seamen ;  bot  seamen  will  not  besiege  the  palace 
to  demand  employ.  Itis  not  ertibargo  times  now, 
and  nerer  will  bt  again.  I  hope,  an*  they  do  not 


QaHand,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peteivon  Gk)od«j]i,B<qt- 
min  Howard,  Walter  Jonea,  Joseph  J.ewi8,j^J«j> 
Lore,  Matthew  Lyon,  Alexander  MoKim,  PisiABt"- 
MUler,  William  Milnor,  Thomas  Newtoa,  Beajtiiui 
Pickman,  jr.,  John  Porter,  Josiah  Qutncy,  John  Bmm 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Dennis  Smelt,  George  Smi^.^^ 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John  Thompson,  Charitf 
Turner^  ir.,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselser,  James  Wili» 
Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Witherspoon.  ^ 

Nays— Willia  Alston,  junior,  Esekiel  Bacon JIHb» 
Blaisdell,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  Botler,  Wflbi» 
Chamberiin,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Mattheir  W 
Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  John  IHtengjrt,  jr^ 
Joseph  Desha,  WilKam  Ely,  James  Bmcitt,  .WUIitf 
Pindley,  M«4ui4*    rraiMiDif  Daniel  HtUUe^  i9ff» 
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fnfty,  WiUum  KeniMdy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Aaron  Ljle, 
S^athaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Matthewa 
Lrehil>nld  MeBryde,  SamiMl  MeKea,  John  Montgom- 
ry,  Nicholaa  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
lorrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moeeley,  CKirdon  S.  Miimibrd,' 
:*imothy  Pitkin,  Jan.,  Eiisha  R.  Potter,  John  Ran- 
olph,  John  Rea  of  PennayWania,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
lesaee,  Matthiai  Richards,  Thos.  Sammonk,  EbenOier 
leaTer,  Samnel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shefiey,  John  SmiUe, 
lamael  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Jacob 
iwoope,  Samnel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John 
^aylor,  George  M.  Troup,  JtJiea  Upham,  Archibald 
^an  Horn,  Robert  WeaiJey,  Laban  Wbeaton,  and 
U>bert  WhitehilL 

The  question  was  taken  on  filling  the  blank 
ritb  "  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
ive,^  as  moved  by  Mr.  SuEPrrY,  and  carried,  as 

olio 


YsA s-^ Willie  Alston,  junior^  Eackiel  Baeon,I)an^ 
si  BlaiadeU»  WiMiam  Butler,  WUUam  ClhamberUn, 
Spaphroditns  Champion,  Matthew  Clay,  HoweU  Cobb, 
ames  Cochran,  Richard  Cntts,  John  Davenport,  jnn., 
iohn  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  James 
Smott,  WilUam  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  David  8. 
jrarland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Ben- 
amin  Howard,  Jacob  Hufty,  William  Kennedy,  Philip 
).  Key 9  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent 
Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde;  Samuel  McKee,  John 
lofitgoxnery,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jon- 
than  O.  Moseley,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Eiisha  R. 
*otter,  John  Rea  of  PennsylTania,  Matthias  Richards, 
Sbenexer  Seaver,  Daniel  SheH^,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
»milie,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stan* 
ey,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Tay* 
}r,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Jabes 
Jphaum,  Robert' Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill,  and  James 
Yiieon^--68. 

NATS-^WiHiam  Andetson,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
laaMtt,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  BrOwn, 
Ubert  Brown,  Joseph  Calhonn,  John  Campliell,  John 
ylopton.  Orchard  Cook,  WilKam  Crawibid,  Samuel 
^.  Daaa,  Gideon  Gardner,  DanM  Heister^  Waller 
onea,  John  Love,  Nathaniel  Maeon;  Alexander  Mc* 
Cim,  William  Milnor,  Nioholaa  R.  Moon,  Gnrden  S. 
danibrd,  Thomas  Newton,  Benjamin  Piekman,  jun., 
Iohn  Porter,  Josiah  Qninoy,  John  Randolph,  John 
ihea  of  Tenneaaee*  John  Roane,  Ebeneaer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith, 
ohn  Smith,  Jacob  Swoope,  Archibald  Van  Horn,' 
Cillian  K.  Tan  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wbeaton,  Richard 
^inn,  and  Robert  Withen^poon.— 40. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  second 
rlause  of  Mr.  SaiiLiE'a  amendment,  and  carried, 
3  folio wa: 


Bacon,  WUham  W.  Bibb,  Daniel 
tUiadeUfRobert  Brown^  WiUiam  BuUer,  Epaphiodttns 
Champion,  Matthew  Clay,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Coch- 
an,  John  Davenport,  junior,  Jooeph  Desha,  WiUiam 
•:iy«  James  Emott,  Wilham  Findley,  Meehack  Fraak- 
in,  Thomas  Gholion,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Daniel 
leister,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  G.  Jackson,  WiUiam  Ken- 
ledy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  Mc- 
3ryde,  Samuel  MeKee,  John  Montgomery,  Thomas 
l€oore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Tim- 
•tby  Pitkin,  junior,  Eiisha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph, 
lohn  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Matthias  Richarda,  Ebene- 
SeaTer,  Adam  Seybert,  Samtwl  Shaw,  Daniel  Shef* 


fey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smitie,  Samuel  Smith,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samnel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUmadge,  J<rfin  Taylor,  George 
M.  Troup,  Charles  Turn^,  junior,  Jabes  Upham, 
Robert  Weakley,  Lab^  Wheaton,  Robert  WhitehUI, 
and  James  Wilson^—57. 

NiTa^-William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  BurweU 
Baasett,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  WiUiam  A.  Bur- 
well,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  Campbell,  John  Clopton, 
Orchard  Cook,  James  Cox,  WiUiam  Crawford,  Sam- 
uel W.  Dana,  John  Dawson,  BarzUlai  Gannett,  Gideon 
Gardner,  David  S.  Garland,  Walter  Jones,  Joseph 
Lewis,  junior,  Alexander  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  MUler, 
WiUiam  Milnor,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Ghirdon  S.  Mum- 
ford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  New^,  Benjamin  Pidc^ 
man,  junior,  John  Porter,  Josiah  Quiw^,  John  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  John  Roane,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Archibald  Van 
Horn,  KilKan  K.  Van  RenMelaer,  Richard  Winn,  and 
Rebett  WltherspooB.— 89. 

The  ataestion  being  about  to  be  taken  on  the 
whole  of  Mr.  Sshlib's  proposition — 

Mr.  McKiM  renewed  the  motion,  with  a  view 
to  saving  the  time  of  the  Hoose,  to  postpone. the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  indefinitely. 
He  said  he  felt  a  firm  persuasion  that  if  this  bill 
passed  thi^  House,  it  could  not  be  passed  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  They  had  this 
morning  returned  to  the  House  a  bill  with  an 
amendment  authorizing  a  convoy  system ;  and 
with  this  disposition  it  could  not  be  expected  that 
thev  would  agree  to  reduce  the  Navy. 

Mr.  Key  spolce  against  indefinite  po'stpouemeut. 
This  House,  he  said,  ought  to  legislate  as  it 
deemed  proper,  without  reference  to,  the  acts  or 
disposition  of  any  other  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment, except  when  specifically  before  them.  This 
House  deeming  it  proper  to  reduce  the  Navy, 
ought  not  to  be  deterred  from  acting  as  they 
thought  proper,  by  an  anticipation  of  the  fate  of 
the  bill  in  the  other  House. 

Mr.  Macon  spoke  agamst  indefinite  postpone- 
ment. 

Mr.  MoNTGQUERT  protested  against  being  con^ 
sidered  as  owing  any  allegiance  to  the  Senate. 
The  Hotise  of  Representatives  ought  not  to  act 
with  reference  to  the  dispositibn  of  any  other 
body  whatever.  Even  this  morning  a  bill  had 
been  returned  from  the  Senate  in  which  they  had 
attempted  to  hold  a  rod  over  the  House.  [Mr. 
M.  was  here  called  to  order.]  He  said  he  hoped 
the  House  would  not  act  under  the  influence  of 
any  idea  of  what  the  Senate  would  do,  and  be 
was  therefore  against  the  indefinite  postponement. 

The  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  was 
lost,  veas  35. 

The  question   was  then  taken   on   the  two 


B^aisdell,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Epaphrodi- 
tus  Champion,  Matthew  Clay,  Howell  Cobb,  James 
Cochran,  John  Daveupdrt,  junior,  Joseph  Desha,  Wil- 
liam Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley,  MeshaCk 
FrankKa,  Thomas  Gholsont  Peterson  Croodwyn,  Dan- 
iel Hedatef,  John  G.  Jackson,  William  Kennedy,  Phil- 
ip B.  Key,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Maeon,  Robert  Mar- 
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WA  haye  seen  in  the  papers  signed  '*  Doc  da  Ca-^ 
dore,"  is  a  ffenaine  letter  or  not.  W^  Tery  well 
know  thai  the  letter  of  the  22d  August  was  pub- 
lished in  France  about  the  time,  or  soon  after,  it 
was  eommunicaCed  to  Greneral  Armstrong,  and 
that  it  was  transferred  to  th^  Knglish  papers,  and 
perhaps  in  that  shape  arrived  in  this  country  be- 
fore the  original,  though  it  was  an  imperfect 
translation.  But  it  seems  the  French  Q^overn- 
ment  are  in  the  habit  of  publishing  4>fficiaUy 
copies  of  communications  made  to  our  €k)Tern- 
ment,  for  there  are  none  but  official  papers  now 
published  in  France.  That  being  true,  it  is  prob* 
aible  the  letter  is  a  genuine  paper.  If  it  is,  is 
there  a  man  in  the  House  who  i^ill  say  the  p^* 

Fie  of  the  United  States  ought  not  to  know  it? 
trust  not,  I  had  waited  till  the  last  moment  in 
hopes  a  communication  would  have  been  made 
by  the  Executive  to  the  Houae  on  the  subject. 
It  cannot  require  .secrecy,  because  the  French 
Oovemment  themselves  have  published  it.  I 
presume,  sir,  it  woufd  not  be  irrelevant  to  call 
your  attention  to  a. part  of  the  letter.  It  appears 
to  have  been  ^ven  as  a  written  answer  to  a  pri- 
vate conversation  bad  with  our  Minister  at  Paris, 
It  contains  expressions  certainly  highly  deroga- 
tory to  the  Government.  At  the  close  of  it, 
Champagny  (Due  de  Cadore)  says:. 

"If  then  the  American  Minister  will  enter  into  an 
engagement  fbat  American  vessels  diall  not  eubmit  to 
the  orders  of  the  English  ConncU  of  I^ovember,  1607j 
nor  to  any  decree  of  blockade,  unless  that  blodude 
shall  be  real,  the  undersigned  is  authorized  to  conclade 
every  species  of  convention  tending  to  renew  the 
Treaty  of  Commerce  with  America,  and  in  which  shall 
b^  arranged  all  the  measures  proper  to  consolidate  the 
commerce  and  prosperity  of  the  Americans.  The  un- 
dersigned has  thought  it  his  duty  to  answer  the  verbal 
overture  of  the  American  Minister  by  s  written  note, 
in  order  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  may 
better  know  the  amicable  intentions  of  France  towaru 
the  United  States,  and  her  favorable  disposition  to 
American  commerce." 

If  this  be  a  real,  genuine  letter,  transnaitted  by 
Oen.  Armstrong  to  this  Government,  I  wish  that 
the  peoble  also  should  know  the  amicable  intenr 
Horu  of  France  to  .this  country.  It  is  certainly 
of  the  utmost  consequence,  in  the  present  state 
of  the  world,  that,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  peo- 
ple should  know  the  intention  of  both  the  Gov- 
ernments of  Great  Britain  and  France  to  the 
United  States,  and  it  is  my  wi^h  io  ascertain 
whether  the  letter  be  genuine. 

Another  object  of  the  resolution  I  will  state. 
It  is  well  known  that  on  the  23d  of  November, 
1809,  (the  letter  having  been  communicated  to 
this  House,)  our  Minister  at  London  was  directed 
to  signify  to  the  British  Gbvernment  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Jackson.  Mr.  Pinkney  must  unquestion- 
ably in  consequence  of  these  instructions  have 
presented  a  note  to  the  British  Government.  I 
wish  to  know  whether  Mr.  Jackson  is  to  be  re- 
called ind  whether  any  other  Mioiater  is  to  be  sent , 
that  I  may  inform  my  constituents  of  the  state  of 
the  relations  betwten  Great  Britain  and  the  Uni- 
ted Btntes,  as  well  as  Wkb  Eranoje.    It  is  not  my 


intention  to  aek  partienlan,  but  to  know  whether 
negotiations  are  going  on.  I  think  it  due  to  om 
merchants,  and  to  all  classes  interested  in  our  fat- 
eign  relations,  that  they  should  have  some  koowt- 
edge  on  the  subject,  and  therefore  offer  the  reso- 
lution. 

The  House  agreed  now  to  consider  the  resda- 
tion^-41  to  38. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  said,  however  the  gentleon 
might  be  gratified  in  their  cravings  for  iBforma- 
tion,  he  was  convinced  they  never  wo|dd  beads* 
fied,  but  would  be  asking  tor  more.  The  Ei«> 
utive  had  his  duties  to  perform,  which  the  Cm- 
stf  tution  had  assigned  to  him^  and  in  which  die 
House  ought  not  to  interfere.  If  it  should  be 
proper  at  any  time  to  make  communications  ofi 
the  subject  of  our  foreign  relations,  no  doabt  the 
President  would  perfocm  Jiis  duty.  The  reaolo- 
tion  asked  for  no  information  on  which  ii  wis 
contemplated  to  legislate  before  they  rose.  Afld 
an  eiception  being  made  of  such  matters  as  mtr 
require  secrecy,  if  the  Presideat  should  dediv 
to  communicate  information. deeming  it  improper 
for  puhlication;  what  would  be  the  conseqneoctt 
It  would  be  said  that  the  President  had  infonpi- 
tion  in  his  possession,  the  |)ubiication  of  wfai<i 
would  blast  the  pi^rty.  This  would  be  the  Uo- 
guage  in  gentlemen's  mouths  immediately,  lii- 
A.  was  decidedly  against  the  resolution,  iniio- 
*dQced  nnder  these  circumstances,  and  at  s  period 
of  the  session  when  no  act  of  the  Legislature 
could  be  bottomed  on  it. 

Mr.  Dana  made  some  observations  to  prove 
that  the  House  had  a  right  to  call  for  ioformatiofi 
at  any  time.  He  had  no  idea  that  the  Presideat 
of  the  United  Slates  could  be  induced  by  sueii 
considerations  as  those  mentioned  by  the  geDtl^ 
man  to  withhold  information. 

Mr.  MoNTODMBRT  said  he  was  perfectly  satis- 
fied, that  had  important  information  respectiof 
the  state  of  our  foreign  relations  bcea  received,  it 
would  have  been  commontcated  to  the  Hoose 
before  this  time.  « But  with  respect  to  the  object 
of  ffetting  the  Due  de  Cadore'a  letter,  Mr.  M. 
said  he  was  anxious  to  ascertain  the  fact  vbethcr 
the  copy  extracted  from  the  Bnglish  papers  wv 
ffenuine  or  Otherwise.  If  it  had  been  tranamitted 
by  Mr.  Armstrong,  ita  genuineness  woold  cer- 
tainly be  proved.  On  the  contranr,  if  no  sock 
letter  had  been  received,  it  might  be  reaaoaabif 
condnded  rfaajt  this  letter,  like  some  pu^jTrtpb' 
in  a  former  letter,  had  gone  through  the  British 
factory.  With  tMs  view  of  the  subject,  be  tfi^ 
he  had  no  obieciion  to  the^esolotintt,  and  shosle 
vote,  for  it.  If  the  President  should  sute  that  oo 
such  letter  had  been  reeeived,  it  wouU  be  a  fttf 
conclusion  that  it  was  a  fabrication. 

Mr.  MoKiM  said  bt  was  opposed  to  this  rssoio- 
tion  under  the  eircnnstances  under  which  itvt' 
brought  forward.  If  any  legislative  act  were  (o 
be  bottomed  on  it,  no  m%n  woold  vote  for  it  aMR 
readil  V ;  but  to  be  perpetowlly  calling  on  the  Prtn* 
dent  for  information  for  the  potpoae  of  cooiaB- 
nieating  it  to  our  constituents,  he  conceived  io- 
proper.  He  aaid  the  President  of  the  VniitA 
States  was  as  maoh  the  man  of  the  peojiie  » 
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:hey  were;  he  was  chosen  by  the  people,  and 
Lcced  under  a  high  respoDsibiUty.  It  was  to  be 
iresumed,  if  information  WM  necessary  and  could 
>e  commanicated  with  propriety,  that  the  Presi- 
ieot  would  not  withhold  it.  it  he  did  not  dis- 
ihar^e  bis  duty,  Mr.  M.  said  he  was  willing  that 
he  whole  responsibility  should  lie  on  him,  with- 
out burdening  the  House  with  any  part  of  it. 

The  resotntioa  was  agreed  to— yeas  63,  nays 
^9,  as  follows: 

TsA«— William  W.  Bibh,  Daniel  BUhidell,  Jame^ 
Ireckaaridga,  John  Brown,  Willimm  A.  Barwell,  Jo- 
eph  CalhoQB,  John  CampbeUy  William  Chamherlin, 
Spaphroditos  Champion»  Matthew  Clay,  James  Coch- 
an.  Orchard  Cook,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daten- 
»ort,  junior^  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Meahack 
^rankiin,  David  8.  Garland,  Daniel  Heister,  Jacob 
luAy,  Aichard  Jackson,  Jan.,  Robert  Jenkins,  William 
Cennedy,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Wm.  Milnor, 
onathan  0.  Moseley,  Timothy  Pitkin,  iunior,  Elisha 
X.  Potter,  Josiah  Qoincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rhea 
>f  TenneMee,  Matthias  Richards,  Adam  Seybert,  8am« 
lel  Shaw,  Daniel  SheiTey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smi- 
le, George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samnei  Smith,  Rich- 
trd  8tafii»rd,  John  Stanley,  Jacob  Swoope,  BenjamiO 
reJImadge,  Jabes  Upham,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Kil- 
ian  Km  Van  Rensaslssr,  Laban-Wheaton,  and  James 
nVilaoB. 

NATe^-WilUs  Alston,  junior,  WUEam  Anderson, 
Saekicl  Bacon,  Jhmd  Bard,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert 
IrowD,  William  Bntler,  JohnOloplon,  James  Cox, 
William  Crawford,  Richard  Ontts,  John  Dawson,  Jo« 
leph  Desha,  William  Fiiidley»Baraaiai  Gannett,  Gid- 
N>n  Gardner*  Thomas  Gholaon,  Peterson  Ch)odwyn, 
MTmlter  Jones,  Jolm  Love*  Aanm  Lyle,  Robert  Marion, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Nich.  R.  Moore, 
feremiah  Motrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Nswton, 
fohn  Nicholflon,  John  Porter,  Joha  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
rania,  Jcrfm.  Roane,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Henry  Southard, 
[ohn  Taylor,  George  M.  Troup,  Robert  Whitehill, 
Uchard  Winn,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE, 

The  House  took  up  the  amendments  of  the 
^eaate  to  the  bill  concerning  commercial  inter- 
course with  Qreat  Britain  and  France,  dte. 

The  first  amendment  is  to  substitute  in  lieu  of 
he  section  rcTiving  the  two  first  sections  of  the 
lOQ-intercourse  act,  a  section  prohibiting  the  en- 
raoce  of  British  and  French  armed  vessels  into 
>or  waters.  The  amendment  is  only  a  change 
»f  ¥rords,  being'  the  same  provision  fully  recited 
Ls  w^as  by  the  original  bill  reinforced. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to  without  a  dtri- 
ion. 

The  next  amendment  is  a  new  section  provid- 
og  details  for  carrying  ihe  section  last  mentioned 
Qto  effect.  It  interdicts  all  pacific  intercourse 
v^ith  such  armed  vessels,  entering  our  waters,  d^c. 

Mr.  Key  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  **pa- 
sific.'^    The  motion  was  lost — ayes  29. 

The  section  was  agreed  to  without  amend- 
neaC 

The  next  amendment  proposed  to  strike  out 
:he  third  and  fourth  sections  of  the  bill,  and  then 
o  uuerc  the  foUowing : 


"That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  employ  the  public  armed  ves- 
sels in  protecting  the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  issue  instructions  which  shall  be  conformable  to 
the  laws  and  usages  of  nstions,  for  the  government  of 
the  ships  which  may  be  employed  in  that  sonrice."   ' 

Mr.  J.  G.  Jacksom  said  it  appeared  to  him 
jthat  no  proposition  had  ever  been  submitted  b^ 
one  branch  of  the  Legislature  to  the  other  simi- 
lar to  the  one  now  ^fore  the  Hovse.  It  con- 
tained two  propositions,  neither  of  which  could 
be  supported. 

The  first  of  these,  said  Mr.  J.,  is  that  the  Presi- 
dent shall  be  authorized,  when  he  may  deem  it 
expedienti  to  employ  the  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  States  in  the  protection  of  commerce  If 
it  be  expedient  to  protect  commerce,  let  Congress 
say  so ;  let  them  declare  it  expedient  and  then 
devolve  on  the  President  power  to  carry  their 
acts  into  execution.  It  seems  to  me  with  eoual 
constitutionality  we  might  refer  to  the  Presiaeat 
the  authority  of  declaring  war,  levying  taxes,  ot 
of  doing  everything  which  the  Coostitotioa 
points  out  as  the  duty  of  Congress.  All  legisla- 
tive power  is  by  the  Constitution  vested  in  Con- 
gress. They  cannot  transfer  it.  I  admit,  sir, 
that  the  President  is  a  component  part  of  the 
Legislature;  but  you  can  no  more . transfer  to 
him  the  power  belpngidg  to  us,  than  you  can 
transfex.your  power  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  and  permit  them  to  sit  during  the 
recess.  > 

But  this  power,  thus  given,  is  to  be  exercUod 
according  to  the  law  of  nations*.  The  Constitu- 
tion has  declared  substantially  that  Congress 
shall  define  the  law  of  nations.  It  is  a  rery  im- 
portant power,  in  the  exercise  of  which  we  mar 
and  most  probably  shall  come  in  collision  with 
the  definitions  of  other  nations^  and  thus  be 
brought  into  war — and  I  ask,  sir,  are  you  willing 
to  confine  this  definition  to  any  department  9? 
the  Government  ?  It  is  a  legislativepoweir,  which 
we  cannot  transfer ;  and  if  we  could,  it  would  be 
inexpedient  to'  do  so.  Why  are  we  assembled 
here,  if,  when  it  becomes  our  doty  to  decide  on 
our  mat  relations  with  foreign  nations,  we 
shriDK  from  the  task  and  throw  the  resoonsibiliiy 
of  measures  on  other  departments  oi  the  Gov- 
ernment 7  It  appears  10  me  that  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely difficult  lor  us  to  agree  on  any  system  of 
convoy  if  we  had  the  whole  session  before  us^ 
much  less  when  we  have  only  one  day  and  a 
fraction  of  another.  What  trade  shall  we  pro- 
tect ?  It  may  be  urged  by  some  that  trade 
directed  to  places  where  it  may  be  safely  carried 
on  ought  to  be  exclusively  protected;  by  others 
it  might  be  urged  that  the  value  of  the  trade 
should  first  claim  protection,  and  by  others  again 
tb^t  trade  carried  on  in  the  products  of  the 
country  should  be  entitled  to  preference.  Which 
of  these  would  we  protect,  and  which  of  them 
would  the  President  protect  by  granting  convoy 
whenever  he  shall  deem  it  expedient?  It  is  oat 
of  the  question  to  protect  the  whole,  and  it  would 
be  absurd  to  protect  a  part.  We  have  something 
more  than  1,500,000  tons  of  shipping  |  and  wa 
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•re  asked  to  protect  ih?$  trade,  destined  to  a 
thousnod  ports,  and  railing  from  more  than  a 
hundred;  by  a  few  vessels,  scarcely  sufficient  to 
protect  our  own  coast  from  pirates — it  is  using 
pi^roy  means  for  gigantic  purposes,  and.  speaking 
with  deference  to  the  Senate,  attempting  to  check 
the  nary  of  Great  Britain  by  means  somewhat 
similar  to  tho^e  adopted  by  QuJli?er  to  destroy 
that  of  LilHput.  . 

But  the  President  is  to  be  authorized  to  grant 
coDToy  according  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  na- 
tions on  the  subject.  What  is  the  law  of  nations 
on  this  point  7  I  take  it  that  question  has  never 
been  fuUy  decided.  In  the  case  of  the  Swedish 
convoy  —  the  convoy  claimed  immunity  from 
search;  Britain  claimed  the  right  of  search,  and 
captured  the  convoy  for  resistfng  it.  Shall  we, 
then,  with  our  scanty  means,  take  the  bull  by 
the  horns  and  insist  on  the  definition  which  we 
arc  unable  to  carry  into  execution  ?  Shall  we 
employ  our  few  ships,  in  contesting  a  question 
not  settled  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  on  which 
Great  Britain  is  expressly  against  us?  If  we 
saf  we  will  resist  search^ it  will  be  war— and  fn 
such  a  war  the,  people  would  not  be  with  us.  It 
is  in  vain  to  think  of  dragging  them  unwillingly 
into  war,  I  had  rather  be  hurried  on  by  the  peo* 
pie.  I  would  be  tardy  at  my  post,  rather  than 
ask  them  to  follow,  when  the  public  sentiment  is 
anfavorable  to  war,  and  the  people  are  expecting 
m  far  different  state  of  iWngs.  I  am  very  sure,  if 
when  insults  were  received  within  our  waters 
we  could  not  screw  up  our  courage  to  the  stick- 
ing place,  the  people  would  not  consent  to  go  to 
war  on  a  ({uestion  undecided  and  doubtful. 

Well,  sir,  if  vessels  convoyed  are  not  exempt 
from  search,  of  what  avail  will  convoy  be? 
Certainly  of  none.  ITour  vessel  will  be  present  to 
witness  the  disgrace  of  the  nation,  and  the  cap- 
ture of  the  vessels  searched ;  for  if  you  submit  to 
the  right  of  search,  the  right  of  restraining  a 
vessel  IS  implied  and  uniformly  exercised.  It 
cannot  be  expected  that  it  will  now  be  relin- 
quished ;  and,  if  exercised,  your  vessels  sailing 
under  convoy  will  be  liable  to  be  carried  into 
the  nearest  ports,  their  convoy  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  As  to  the  right  of  search,  if  a 
nation  having  territory  in  our  vicinity  were  at- 
tacked  by  u?,  and  could  not  hold  out  against  our 
superior  force  unless  by  the  intervention  and  aid 
of  neutral  force  or  supplies,  J  doubt  very  much 
whether  our  regard  for  the  rights  of  neutrals 
would  prevent  us  from  searching  such  vessels  to 
see  whether  or  not  they  were  engaged  in  unlaw- 
ful trade.  At  any  rate  it  is  a  question  undecided, 
and  of  such  magnitude  that  it  ought  not  to  be 
placed  wholly  at  the  discretion  of  the  Executive. 

But,  still  referring  to  the  President,  this  sec- 
tion authorizes  the  President  to  decide  what 
trade  is  lawful  and  what  is  not.  This  is  a  sub- 
iwt  on  which  we  have  been  negotiating  for  years. 
We  eontend  that  the  trade  to  the  colonies  direct 
is  a  lawful  trade.  If  we  abandon  this  point  by 
refusing  to  exercise  the  right,  it  will  be  conced- 
ing a  principle  for  which  we  have  strenuously 
Contended.    If  the  instructions  of  the  President 


should  be  that  certain  articles,  which  sre  m 
contraband  in  our  o|iinion,  should  not  be  ctrritd 
in  the  vessels  to  be  convoyed,  we  cede  that  ther 
are  contraband.  K  we  pursue  this  coarse,  itviU 
be  said  that  we  claim  a  great  deal  but  take  Dotb- 
ing ;  that  we  make  much  show  on  paper,  bot 
dwindle  into  insignificance  when  we  comeiBto 
action.  I  would  not  concur  in  a  project  like 
this,  if  I  were  as  fond  of  war  as  Don  Qaixotte. 

It  appears  to  me,  in  whatever  point  ofriev 
we  examine  the  question  of  convoy,  we  are  met 
with  insuperable  objections,  almost  as  great  asts 
the  ridiculous  project  of  arming  oar  merchiiK 
vessels;  I  say  ridiculous,  because  if  a  private  re- 
sel  carrying  arms  resists  the  right  of  searcb,! 
right  sanctioned  by  the  European  decisioosos 
the  law  of  nations,  the  vessel  will  be  seized  tor 
piracy  and  the  persons  on  board  be  haog  as 
pirates.  If  they  submit  to  the  right  of  search,  of 
what  avail  will  their  arms  be  ?  After  tbe  ressfl 
is  in  possession  of  a  superior  force,  which  posset- 
sioo  was  acquired  becaUi«  the  merchaotmao  did 
not  dare  to  resist  it,  it  will  be  in  vain  to  resist k 
attempt  to  beat  off  an  enemy  who  is  in  possess- 
ion'. The  arming  of  private  vessels  can  be  of  fi3 
use  but  for  protection  against  pirates. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  the  amendment  from  the  Sea* 
ate  will  be  rejected,  and  the  more  especially  as 
no  one  has  attempted  to  defend  it. 

Messrs.  Macon,  BuawsLi*,  Boto,  Tatloi, 
SouTBARo,  and  Obolsoit,  Of^sed  the  ameod- 
raent. 

The  Amendment  was  opposed,  not  so  much  on 
.the  principle  of  convoy  as  on  the  vagaesess  of 
the  terms  in  which  it  was  couched,  and  theal* 
leged  impracticability  of  carrying  it  intoeffeetis 
any  manner  advantageously  to  the  interest  of  the 
merchants,  or  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Qhol&on  moved  to  strike  oat  the  whole 
of  the  Senate's  amendment,  and  insert  sereral 
sections,  including- a  system  of  conror,  the  same 
as  that  several  weeks  ago  reported  by  Mr.  Eppcs. 

The  Speaker  decided,  that  as  a  faiU,conuia* 
ing  precisely  the  same  provisions  as  the  proposed 
amendment,  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tbe 

Whole^  the  Amendment  was  not  in  order  accord- 
ing to  the  practice  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Van  Horn  said  this  subject  appeared  to 
be  involved  in  much  difficulty,  and  it  was  scarcely 
probable  that  the  two  Houses  woald  agree  oa 
any  bilK  He  neither  liked  the  original  stock  aor 
the. amendment  which  the  Senate  had  iDsrafted 
on  it.  He,  therefore^  moved  to  postpone  the  fo^ 
ther  consideration  of  the  bill  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Dana  opposed  tlic  indefinite  postpooement, 
on  the  grouna  of  the  possibility  of  both  Houses 
agreeing  on  some  system  for  the  protection  of 
commerce. 

The  question  was  then  tal^en  On  iadcfinitcpo*- 
ponement,  and  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  23, 
nays  64,  as  follows : 

YxAS— Daniel  Blabdell,  James  Breckenridr.  ^jl; 
Ham  Chamberlin,  WiUiam  Ely,  James  Emott.  d^ 
Heister,  Richard  Jackson,  jnn.,  Robert  Jenkin*,  Phiup 
B.  Key,  J<^ph  Lewis,  jun.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathimri 
Macon,  Archibald  McBryde*  WiUiam  Mifaior,  iff^ 
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Peanon,  Timothj  Pitkin,  jun.,  Josith  Quincy,  John 
?afldolpb|  Dan'l  Bhefiey,  Samuel  8mitb>  Richard  8tan- 
brd,  John  Stanley,  Jacob  Swoopie,  Jabez  Upham, 
Vrchibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Bensselaer,  La- 
itn  Wheaton,  and  Jamea  WiUon. 
Nats— Willie  Ateton,  Jr.,  William  Anderson,  E«e- 
iel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Barwell  Baasett,  William  W. 
libb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  William  A.  Barwell, 
^illiun  Butler,  Joeeph  Calhottn,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
/lopton,  Howen  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  Orchard  Cook, 
ames  Goz,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutta,  Samuel 
V.  Dana,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  William 
^indtcy,  Meshack  Franklin,  Banitlai  Gannett,  Gideon 
rardner,  DaTid  S.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peter- 
on  Goodwyn,  Jacob  Hnfty,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter 
ones,  William  Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyie,  Robert  Marion, 
Uexander  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Mont^ 
ornery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
lorrow,  Gordon  8.  Mnmford,  Jloger  Nebon,  Thomaa 
fewton,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  John  Rea  of 
'cniuyUania,Jno.  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Rich* 
ids,  John  Roane,  Ebenesier  Sage,  Thomas  Sam- 
sooa,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt, 
obn  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  South- 
ird,  John  Taylor,  John  Thoppsoh,  Charles  Tamer, 
an.,  Robert  Weakley,  and  Robert  WhitehilL 

A  dirisioD  was  called  fof  on  the  Senate's 
imeodments.  so  as  to  tak«  the  question  separately 
)D  siriking  out  and  iosertiDg. 

And  the  question  on  agreeiof^  with  the  Senate 
D  striking  oat  the  fourth  section  (laying  an  ad- 
litiooai  duty  on  all  ffoods,  ware«,  and  merchan- 
iiie,  imported  from  Great  Britain  and  France,) 
res  decided  in  the  negatiTe^yais  34,  nays  40, 
<  follows : 

Yiia— Esekiel  Baoon,  WillUm  W.  Bibb,  Dani^ 
ilaiidell,  Adam  Boyd,  Jamea  Bfcekenridge,  William 
lumberlin,  James  Cochran,  Wm»  Ely»  James  Emott, 
^Tjd  8.  Garland,  Daniel  Hoisted,  Robert  Jenkins, 
Valter  Jones,  WilUam  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Jo- 
eph  Ijewis,  Jan.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
iobert  Marion,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  Milnor, 
*lu)s.  Moore,  Gordon  S.  Mumford,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
inior,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  Sammons,  Daniel 
'befley,8aml.  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Jacob  Swoope, 
ohn  Taylor,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KiOian  K.  Van 
Eennelaer,  and  James  Wilaon. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
^yid  Bard,  Barwell  Bassett,  William  A.  Barwell, 
(William  Batler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  Clopton,  How- 
U  Oobb,  Orchard  Cook,  James  Cox,  William  Craw- 
rd,  Richard  CatU,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Pindley, 
[eshack  Franklin,  Banlllal  Gannett, '  Gideon  Card- 
er, Thos.  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Jacob  Hnfty, 
^n  6.  Jackson,  Aaron  Lyie,  Satnuet  McKee,  Alez- 
Qder  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Montgomery, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson, 
'homas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  John 
^  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Mat- 
nu  Richards,  John  Roane,  Bbeheier  Sage,  Adam 
«ybeTt,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie, 
[corge  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John 
'homp«)ii,  Charles  Tomer,  jan,  Robert  Weakley, 
od  Robert  WhitehilL 

Mr.  Randolpb  then  mored  that  the  amend- 
leot  10  the  l^iU  now  under  consideration  lie  on 
te  table  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  for 
educing  the  Na?ai  Es^blishment  of  the  United 
'^les.    The  motion  was  lost—ayes  26* 


Mr.  Gbolson  moved  to  amend  the  section  pro- 
posed as  an  amendment,  by  striking  out  the  words 
''when  he  may  depm  it  expedient,''  and  inserting 
the  word  *^  forthwith."    Lost,  without  a  division. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  ihe  section  pro- 
posed by  the  Senate  respecting  protection  of  com* 
mercei  was  decided  iq  the  negative — yeas  17,  nays 
70,  as  follows  2 

YiAS-^Wiltiam  Anderson,  James  Breckenridge* 
John  Brown,  Joeeph  Calhoon,  William  Chamberha^ 
Mat&ew  Clay,  David  8.  Gariand,  Matthew  Lyoa» 
Alexander  McKim,  John  Montgomery,  Thomas  Moora» 
Gordon  8.  Momford,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thoa. 
8ammons,  Adam  Seybert,  Killian  K.  Van  Fmnsa 
laer,  and  James  Wilson. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  janior,  Enskiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  Barwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Daniel 
Blaisddt,  AdMn  Boyd,  William  A.  Barwell,  William 
Batler,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  Jamea  Cochran, 
Orchard  Cook,  Jarase  Cor,  Richard  Catts,  John  Daiv* 
enport,  jdn.,  John  Dawson,  James  Eracftt,  WiUiam 
Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  BaRtllai  Ghinnett,  GideoB^ 
Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Daniol 
Heister,  Jacob  Bnftr,  John  G.  Jackson,  Robert  JaiK 
kins,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Kej» 
Joeeph  Lewis,  Jan.,  Aamn  LyIe,  Nathaniel  MaoeB* 
Robert  Marion,  Archibald  McBiyde,  fiaqiael  MoKee^ 
Pleasant  M.  Mifier,  Wm.  Milnor,  Nicholas  R.  Moon» 
Jctemiah  Moi^w,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Roger  Neir 
son,  Thomas  Newton,  Xohn  Nicholson',  Timothy  Pii*  - 
kin,  Jan.,  John  Porter,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Eb^ 
nezer  Sage,  Samnel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shelby,  Dennis 
Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smithy  Samnel  Snuth, 
Henry  Sonthard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  J*- 
cob  Swoope,  Benjamin  Tallttiadge,  John  Taylor,  John^ 
Thompson,  George  M.  Troap,  Charles  Tamer,  Jan., 
Archibald  Van  Horn,  Robert  Wtfskley,  and  Labaa 
Wheaton. 

Mr.  GaoLsoif  then  moved  to  amend  the  amend* 
ments  by  inserting,  in  lieu  of  the  said  section  pro- 
posed by  the  Senate,  the  following: 

***And  be  it  further  enactedf  That  merchant  vessels 
of  the  United  States,  owned  wholly  by  a  crtiten  or  cit- 
izens thereof  laden  wholly  with  articles  of  the  growth, 
prod  ace,  or  ma|kufaeture  of  the  United  Statea,  owned 
wholly  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  thereof,  navigate^  wholly 
by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  not  having  on  boara 
implements  of  war,  and  boand  to  any  port  or  place  not 
actually  blockaded,  with  which  intercoarse  shall  be  pro- 
hibited by  the  decrees  or  orders  of  the  Governments  of 
Great  Britain  or  France,  shall  be  entitled  to  protection 
by  convoy. 

"Aitd  bfi  it  Jurtker  enacted.  That  the  President  of  tha.. 
United  States  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  anthorised,  on 
the  application  of  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
Statea,  to  ea^y  the  publie  armed  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  ita  convoying  and  protecting  merchant  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States,  owned  wholly  by  a  citizea 
or  dtisens  thweof,  laden  wholly  with  arttdea  of  thn 
growth,  prodace,  or  mannfacture  of  the  United  States^ 
owned  wholly  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  thereof,  navigated 
wholly  by  citiseno  of  the  United  States,  not  having  on, 
board  implements  of  war,  and  boand  to  any  port  or 
plaoe  not  actually  invested,  with  which  intercennm 
shall  be  prohibited  by  tfie  decrees  or  orders  of  the  Gov* 
eraments  of  Great  Britain  or  France. 

«'And  the  Presidsnt  of  the  United  Statss  i#  hsrsbj 
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miithorised  to  inatract  the  eommandera  of  the  pohlic 
armed  Tcnels  of  the  United  Stetea  tA  oppose  aiid  de- 
fend against  any  search,  restraint,  or  seizure,  which 
shall  he  attempted  upon  Teasels  sailing  under  convoy, 
hj  the  commander  or  crew  of  any  armed  vessel,  and 
to  repel  by  force  any  assault  or  hostility  which  may  be 
oommitted  by  such  aimed  Tessel  pursuing  such  at- 
tempt, and  to  subdue  and  capture  the  same. 
.  **And  be  ii  Juriher  tnaeUa,  That  any  armed  Y«Mel 
ifhich  ahaU  be  captured  in  oonaequenct  of  aeax«h>  xe- 
stcaintft  or  aeisure,  which  shall  be  attvmpted  npoa  ve^ 
aela  under  conToy,ahall  be  considered  lawful  pme,  and 
may  be  condemned  in  any  court  4>f  the  United  States 
having  competent  jurisdiction,  and  tiie  proceeds  arisng 
from  the  sale  of  rfui^  prize  shall  be  dJstributfd  in  con^ 
finautj  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  for  the  better  Gov- 
ernn^eat  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Stales. 

*'And  beii  fuHher  matUd^  That*  after  notioe  of 
this  aet  aft  the  several  custom  houses,  it  shall  be  the 
dolTf  of  the  collectors,  and  they  am  hereby  required  to 
ralttse  a  clearance  to  any  ofMrehant  vessel  bound  un- 
der convoy  to  any  port  mt  place  with  which  intereouise 
shall  be  prohibited  \xy  the  decrees  or  erdere  of  the  Gov- 
ernments of  Great  Britain  or  France,  ujaless  satis&c* 
toij  proof  shall  be  exhibited  that  the  caigo  of  such 
vessel  oonaisls  whcdly  of  articles  of  the  growth,  produce, 
Q|r  nanttfactnre*  of  the  United  Btates  \  that  the  vessel 
ajid  cirgo  are  owned  wholly  by  a  cUiaen  or  citizens 
thereof;  that  the  vessel  is  navigated  wholly  by  eitiaens 
of  the  IJniteil  States ;  and  that  no  part  of  the  cargo 
consists  ef  implements  of  war.  .  And  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  collector  to  annex  to  the  clearance  gran  ted« 
a  cartifieate  staling  that  the  vessel  and  cargo  i^  owned 
v^holly  by  a  eitisen  or  dtiaens  of  the.  United  States ; 
thai  the  vessel  is  navigated  wholly  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States ;  that  the  cargo  consists  whuUy  of  arti- 
,  clea.  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufrctuie,  of  the 
United  Slates ;  and  that  implements  of  war  constitute 
no  part  of  the  cargo. 

**And  b^  U  further  miysUd,  Fat  the  better  regula- 
tion of  the  conduct  of  the  collectors  at  the  several 
ports,  that  the  terms  "  implements  of  war,''  used  in 
this  act,  shall  be  considered  as  including  the  following 
articles,  and  no  other,  viz:  saltpetre,  sulphur,  pikev, 
swords,  sword-belts,  knapsacks,  saddles,  and  bridles, 
cannons,  mortars,  fire-arms,  bombs,  grenades,  bullets, 
fire-locks,  flints,  matches,  and  gunpowder. 

,  **4nd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  au^or- 
ized  to  establish  suitable  instructions  in  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  for  the  regulation  of 
tiie  conduct  of  the  collectors  and  naval  officers  at  the 
several  ports,  and  of  the  officen  of  the  navy  employed 
in  convoying  merchant  vessels  bound  to  ports  or  places 
with  which  intereonne  shall  be  prohibited  by  the  de- 
c|ees  or  orden  of  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain  or- 
France. 

*'And  be  ii  furthtr  enaeied,  That)  whenever  the 
decrees  and  orden  of  the  GoveiBmeats  of  Great  Brlt- 
afai  and  France,  violating  the  lawful  commerce  and 
neutral  rights  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  withdrawn, 
or  so  modified  as  that  they  shall  cease  to  violste  the 
neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States,  the  powen 
vested  in  the  President  of  the  United  States  by  this 
act  shill  cease  and  determine.  And,  in  th«  event  of 
a  withdrawal  of  the  decrees  and  orden  of  onlv  one  ef 
Ihe  belligerents,  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
shall  continue  to  employ  the  public  armed  vessels  in 
protecting  by  convoy  (in  oonformily  to  the  provisions 


of  this  act)  the  lawful  commerce  of  the  United  SUte 
against  the  Power  continuing  in  force  iti  deaect  or 
orders." 

I>oah(s  arisitig  whether  it  was  possible  to  ameod 
ao  amendqcient  already  decided  on  by  the  House. 
and  debate  ensuing — ^^a  motioQ  wa$  made  toad- 
joam  and  carried,  at  a  little  before  6  o'clock. 


TuEaoAT,  May  1. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^h 
act  to  erect  a  Itghthouae  at  the  entrance  of  Scit- 
date  harbor,  a  stone  eolamn  mi  a  snit  of  iaod  at 
the  entrance  into  Boston  harbor,  and  a.  beacon  as 
Beach  Point,  hear  Plymouth  harbor,  in  the  Sttie 
of  Massachusetts;  a  light  at  the  entrance  of  Bayoo 
St  John  into  Lake  Poncchartraio  ;  and  two  lights 
on  Lake  Erie,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  pa^> 

The  title  of  the  bill  was  then  amended  by  add- 
ittg  to  the  end,  ^  and  for  bea6ops  and  booys  oeir 
the  eatrance  of  Beverly  harbor." 

The  bill  further  to  amend  the  census  act  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed.    . 

,  AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Macon  said  he  rose  to  eall  the  attention 
of  this  House  to  no  less  a  subject  than  the  Cob- 
8titutioD.o(  the  United  States.  The  wise  fnmen 
of  the  CottstitutioQ  had  made  it  as  perfect  asibey 
could,  and  yet  they  had  been  conscious  tbtt  ex- 
perience would  tliscover  defects  in  it,  and  there- 
fore prescribed  a  mode  for  amending  it  The 
Constitution,  said  Mr.  M.,  forbids  to  members  (A 
Coni^ress  the  acceptance  of  any  appoiotmeot  to 
any  office  whicH  shall  he  created,  or  the  emolu- 
ments of  which  shall  hare  been  iirereaseddortDg 
the  time  for  which  they  were  elected.  My  ob» 
jeet  is,  that  no  prerson,  daring  the  Presidentiti 
term  in  which  he  has  been  a  member,  shall  ac- 
cept an  appointilient  from  the  Execuiire.  Mr. 
M.  laid  the  followiog  resolution  on  the  table,  not 
meaning  to  call  it  up  at  the  present  session  : 

**Ke9oioed,  by  the  Senate  and  House  sf  BtpreMCHith 
tiveti  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  w  Confresf 
aseembled,  two-thirds  of  both  £(jOuaes  omcanisg,  ihat 
the  foUowing  scctuin  be  submitted  to  the  LegiilttoKt 
of  the  sereral  8Utes,  which,  when  ratified  bj  the  La- 
gi^atnres  of  threo-lburths  of  the  Butes,  shall  be  vahd 
and  binding  as  a  part  of  the  ConstitutioB  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes: 

"  No  Senator  or  RepresentatiYe  aftor  h&nng  takei 
his  seat,  shall,  during  the  time  for  which  he  wts  dedp 
ed)  be  eligible  to  any  eivil  appointment  under  the  an* 
thority  of  the  United  States,  nor  shall  any  penoo  be 
eligible  to  any  such  sppointmeat  until  theexpirttios 
of  the  Presidential  term  during  which  such  penon  stwH 
hsTS  been  a  Senator  or  RepresentatiTe.'' 

The  resolution  waa  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  os 
the  table. 

FOREIGli^  RELATIONE. 
The  following  lyf  essage  was  received  from  tbe 

PfiEBIOBNT  OP  THE  UnITED  StaTEB: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  a  report  of  the  Seeretaiy  ^ 
State  complying  with  their  resolution  of  tbe  SOth  « 
AprU.  JAMES  MADISON 

Mat  1,  1810. 
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JHpAMtMmm  or  ^tatb,  Mtay  I,  1810. 

In  paxwuuuat  of  the  Noidatioii  of  the  itooM  of  Ropro- 
«italiv«e  of  yeMorday,  the  Soentaiy  of  State  haft  Uie 
bonor  of  tfmnaniitiDg  to  the  Preudent  of  the  United 
8t&tee  the  aooomptnying  pepen,  marked  A,  B»  0,  D, 
E,  F. 

No  information  haa  been  reeeiTed,  that  any  commu- 
cfttion  haa  been'  made  to  our  Minister  at  London  on 
the  pert  of  the  British  GfoTemment  *'  in  answer  to  any 
note  presented  by  him  in  punaanoe  of  instructiohs  on 
the  2Sd  NoTember..l809."^ 

No  answeia  have  bMn  given  to  the  **  propostlions 
or  OTerCarcs,  made  on  the  pert  of  the  United  Stales  to 
the  Governments  of  Great  Britain  and  France^  respect- 
ing any  of  the  orders  and  deeiees  aflectitog  neatral 
eommerce,"  which  have  not  been  hevetofore,  or  which 
are  not  horewith  commimieated.  All  which  is  respect* 
fully  sahmitted.  R.  SMITH. 

A. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Armstrong,  to  Mr. 

Champagny. 

Pakis,  September  8,  1809.  . 
**  I  had  the  honor  of  reotiving  year  Excellency's  let- 
ter of  the  32d  of  AagQst  last,  in  exposition  of  the  prin- 
ciples adopted  by  His  Majesty  with  regard  to  neutral 
commeree.  I  sliaU  hasten  »to  transmit  a  copy  of  this 
note  to  nay  Ctovemment." 

B. 
The  Seoretaiy  of  State  to  General  Armstrong. 
DspABTMBiTT  OF  Stats,  Dec*  1,  1^09. 
Sib  :   £nclosed  von  have  five  copies  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  ana  of  its  accompanying  documents. 
They  will  ailord  you  a  viiw  of  the  existing  state  of  things 
here,  and  parttculariy  of  the  ground  taken  in  the  cor- 
respondence with  the  British  Minster.    Ton  w^iU  per- 
ceive dini  the  deliberations  of  Congress  at  the  present 
session  cannot  but  be  embarrassed  by  the  painfol  con- 
oderatiafn  thai  the  two  principal  bell^rents  have  been 
fin-  some  time  alike  regardless  of  our  neutral  rights^  and 
that  they  manifest  no  disposition  to  relinquish,  in  any 
degree*  their  unreasonable  pretensions. 

You  will  also,  herswilh,  receive  a  oopy  of  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Pinknev,  which  will  show  the  light  in  whieh  M. 
Champagny's  letter  is  viewed  by  the  President,  and 
at  the  same  time  the  coarse  of  proceeding  prescribed  to 
our  Minister  In  London.    You  will  of  course  under- 
stand it  to  be  wished  that  you  should  ascertain  the 
meaning  of  the  French  Government  as  to  the  condi- 
tion on  which  it  has  been  proposed  to  revoke  the  Ber- 
lin decree.    On  the  principle  which  seems  to  be  as- 
sumed hy  M.  Champagny,  nothing  more  ought  to  be 
required  than  a  recall  from  Great  Britain  of  her  procla- 
mation or  illegal  blockades  which  are  of  a  date  prior  to 
that  of  the  Berlin  decree,  or  a  Ibnnal  declaration  that 
they  are  not  now  in  force.    Should  thii  be  done,  and 
be  followed  by  an  annulment  of  all  the  decMes  and 
orders  in  chronological  ord^r,  and  Great  Britain  should 
afterwards  put  in  force  old  or  proclaim  new  blockades, 
contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  it  vrould  produos  ques-^ 
tions  between  her  and  the  United  Stales*  which  the 
French  Government  is  bound  to  leave  U>  the  Unit^ 
States,  at  least  until  it  shall  find  it  necessary  to  bring 
finward  complaints  of  an  acquiescence  on  our  part  not 
consirtent  with  the  neutrality  professed  by  us. 

You  wUI  yourself,  and  if  necessary,  you  will  let  the 
French  Government  understand  that  we  do  not  con- 
rider  ourselves  bound  to  contest  the  legality  of  a  block- 
ade vflii^i  may  he  oonlbrmable  to  the  definition  heie- 


U4M  maintained  by  the  United  States,  and  particu- 
larly to  the  definition  contained  in  the  Treaty  of 
June  and  October,  1801,  between  Great  Britain  and 
Russilu  However  founded  the  definition  of  M.  Cham* 
pegny  may  be  in  reason  and  genesal  utBtty,  and 
co^nsequently,  however  desirable  to  be  made  the  es> 
teblished  law  on  the  subjeet  of  blockades,  a  dMferent 
mctioe  has  too  long  prevailed  amdng  all  nations* 
France  as  well  as  others,  and  is  too  strongly  antheU'- 
ticated  by  the  writers  of  admitted  authority  to  be  couk 
batted  by  the  United  States. 

If  you  should  receive  from  the  French  Government 
explanations  proper  to  be  communicated  to  Mr.  Pink* 
ney,  you  will  not  fail  to  transmit  the  same  to  him 
without  delay.    But  should  (hey  be  such  as  to  make 
it  Important  that' Mr.   P^nkttey  should  immediatehr 
fbund  thereon  an  application  to  the  British  Govern-^ 
meat  to  prepare  the  way  for  a  repeal  of  the  BerliA 
decree,  you  will  be  pleased  to  hasten  the  communiea^ 
tlon  to  him  hy  a  special  messenger.    Whatever  the 
expirations  may  be,  you  will  of  course  transmit  them 
to  this  department,  vrith  such  other  infbrmation  as 
may  be  interestilig.    Wift  great  reaped,  dcte. 

R.  SMITH. 

Gen.  JoHir  AmxsTBoito,  dtek 

C. 
Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 

DxpAaTxxirr  or  Stats,  Nov*  11,  1809. 

Sia :  From  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Champagny  to  Genenl-  Armstrong,  it  appears  that  the 
French  Government  has  taken  a  ground  in  relation  to 
the  British  violation  of  our  neutral  rights,  not  the  same 
vrith  that  heretofore  taken,  and  which  it  ii  proper  you  . 
should  be  acquainted  with.  You  will  <^erve  that  the 
terms  stating  the  condition  on  which  the  Berlin  decree 
will  be  revoked  aw  not  firee  from  obacurity.  They  ad- 
mit the  construction,  however,  that  if  Great  Britain  iriB 
annul  her  illegal  bkickadee,  as  dnitinct  firom  her  Orders 
in  Council,  snsh  as  the  blockade  fh>m  the  Elbe  to 
Brest,  dbc.,  prior  to  the  Berlin  decree,  and  periiaps  of 
subsequent  date,  but  still  distiifct  ftcm  her  Orders  hi 
Council,  that  Fiance  will  put  an  end  to  her  Berlin  d»- 
oieei  or  at  least  the  illegal'  part  of  it.  Whilst,  therefore, 
it  becomes  important  to  take  proper  steps,  as  wiQ  ht 
done,  through  General  Armstrong,  to  ascertain  the  real 
and  precibc  meaning  of  Mr.  Champagny's  letter,  it  is 
important  also  that  yourlnterposition  should  be  used 
to  ascertain  the  actual  state  of  the  British  blockades, 
diitinct  from  the  Orders  in  Council,  whether  merely 
on  paper  or  otherwise  illegal,  and  whether  prior  or 
subsequent  to  the  Berlin  decree,  and  to  feel  the  pulse 
of  the  British  Government  on  the  propriety  of  putting 
them  out  of  the  way'in  order  to  give  force  to  our  call  on 
France  to  prepare  the  way  for  a  repeal  of  the  Orders 
in  Council,  by  her  repeal  of  that  decree. 

In  execution  of  this  task*  I  rely  on  the  judgment 
and '  delicacy  by  which  I  am  persuaded  you  will  be 
guided,  end  on  your  keeping  in  mind  the  desire  of  this 
Government  to  entangle  itself  as  littie  as  possible  in  the 
question  of  priority  in  the  violation  of  our  neutral 
rights,  and  to  commit  itself  as  littie  possible  to  either 
belligerent  as  to  the  course  to  be  taken  with  the  other. 

If  it  should  be  found  that  no  illegal  blackades  are 
now  in  force,  and  declared  by  Great  Britain,  or  that 
the  Britirii  Government  is  ready  to  revoke  and  with- 
draw all  such  as  may  not  be  consistent  with  the  defi- 
nition of  blockade  in  the  Russian  Treaty  of  June,  1801, 
it  will  be  desirable  that  you  lose  no  time  in  giving  the 
inihrmation  to  General  Armstrong,  and  whatever  may 
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b«  the  rerait  of  yoor  inquiriM,  diat  yoa  faMten  m  oom- 
nmnication  of  it  to  me. 

Writing  on  tbort  notice  of  the  preeent  conveyance, 
I  have  onfy  to  add  the  aaniranoe  of  my  esteem  and 
great  oon«ideratioii,  &c. 

R.  SMITH. 

D. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Armttrong  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State. 

Pau8,  Jan,  28,  1810. 
**  In  cpttfonnity  to  the  auggestiona  contained  in  your 
letter  of  the  lat  December,  1809, 1  inquired  whether,  if 
Great  Britain  revoked  her  blockadea  of  a  date  anterior 
to  the  decree  commonly  called  the  Berlin  decree.  His 
Majesty,  the  Emperor  would  consent  to  revoke  the 
said  decree.  To  which  the  Minister  answered  that 
**  the  only  condition  required  for  the  revocation  by  His 
Majesty,  of  the  decree  of  Berlin,  will  be  a  previous  re- 
vocation by  the  British  Government  of  her  blockades 
of  France,  or  part  of  France,  (such  as  that  ftom  the 
Elbe  to  Brest,  dtc)  of  a  date  anterior  to  that  of  the 
aforesaid  decree ;  and  that  if  the  British  Government- 
would  then  recall  the  Orders  in  Council,  which  had 
occasioned  the  decree  of  Milan,  that  decree  should  also 
be  annulled." 

E. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pinkney  to  the  Secretary 

ofSute. 

« 

LoHBoir,  Feb  38,  1810* 
^  I  have  received  from  General  Armstrong  a  letter 
of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed ;  and  have»  in  consequence, 
made  written  inquiry  of  Lord  WeUeeley,  with  whom 
I  had  before  communicated  personally  on  the  subject, 
as  to  the  existence  of  the  blockade  to  which  it  al- 
ludes. I  am  not  without  hopes  that  the  reply  to  my 
inquiry  will  amoont  to  a  declmtion  (satisfying  in  sub- 
stance the  condition  mentioned  in  General  Armstnuig's 
letter)  that  these  blockades  are  not  in  force ;  and  if  it 
should,  I  will  send  immediate  notice  to  General  Arm- 
strong. I  have  prepared  an  olBeial  letter  to  you  on  this 
head,  which,  with  such  additions  as  circumstances 
may  enable  vie  to  make  to  it,  will  be  sent  by  the  cor- 
vette" John  Adams. 

F. 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  €ren.  Armstrong  to  Mr  Pinkney. 

"  Pabis,  Jim.  25,  1810. 
Sib  :  A  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Smith  of  the  1st 
of  December  lant,  made  K  my  duty  to  inquire  of  his 
Excellency,  the  Duke  of  Cadore  what  were  the  condi- 
tions on  which  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  would  annul 
his  decree,  commonly  called  the  Berlin  decree,  and 
whether,  if  Great  Britain  revoked  her  blockades  of  a 
date  anterior  to  that  decree,  His  Majesty  would  consent 
to  revoke  the  said  decree  ?  To  these  questions  I  have 
this  day  received  the  following  answer,  which  I  hasten 
to  convey  to  you  by  a  special  messenger. 

A5SWXB. 

*'  The  only  condition  required  for  the  revocation  bv 
His  Majesty  the  Emperor,  of  the  decree  of  Berlin,  will 
be  the  previous  revocation  by  the  British  Government 
of  her  blockades  of  France,  or  part  of  France,  (such  as 
that  frpm  the  Elbe  tn  Brest,  &,c^)  of  a  date  anterior 
to  that  of  the  aforesaid  decree."  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  ttc 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 


GENERAL  WILKINSON. 

Mr.  BuTLEB,  from  the  comniittee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  coodact  of  Brigadier  Gkoenl 
James  Wilkinson,  rose  to  make  a  report 

The  Speaker  observed  that  the  report  migbt 
be  laid  oa  the  table,  but  could  not  now  be  read, 
because  the  unfinished  business  had  prefereDcein 
the  orders  of  the  day. 

Several  genilemeD  rose  at  once  to  :(peak.  Sooe 
confusion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Randolph  obtained  the  floor.  He  mored 
that  the  unfinished  business  (the  bill  conceroiD; 
commercial  intercourse)  should  lie  oa  the  table. 
He  asked  if  the  Hou^  was  reduced  to  sach  a  state 
of  imbecility  that  they  were  afraid  even  to  face 
a  Brigadier  General  ?  The  people  of  the  United 
States,  he  said,  amon^  whom  the  passions  aod 
prejudices  found  in  this  House  did  not  preraiL 
would  know  how  to  estimate  this  attempt  to  &iiile 
a  report  on  so  interesting  a  subject.  No  wonder 
that  those  who  opposed  the  inquiry.and  the  friends 
and  partisans  of  General  Wilkinson  in  this  House, 
should  attempt  to  preveot.the  report  from  being 
received.  The  committee  was  not  one  appointed 
by  ballot,'*^ lost  which  any  charge  of  prejudice 
or  party  feehngs  against  th  is  officer  could  be  aade, 
their  report  was  entitled  to  atteutiou  and  oogbt 
to  be  receired. 

Mr.  Sm iLiE  said  he  felt  nothing  of  passion  nor 
party  feeliogs  on  this  occasion,  nor  aay  feeling 
out  a  desire, to  prevent  the  riolation  of  the  Con- 
stitutioQ.  If,  said  Mr.  S^  there  be  passion  any- 
where ID  the  House,  it  is  in  the  gentleman's  orn 
breast.-  I  never  had  either  quarrel  or  friendship 
with  General  Wilkinson ;  I  never  bad  contest ot 
dispute  with  bim.  I  believe,  sir,  there  is  neither 
passion  or  prejudice  in  the  House,  but  in  the  gen- 
tleman himself. 

Mr.  Macoh aaid  the  Army  was  the  oatioo's,  and 
the  House  had  a  right  to  inquire  into  it.  If  there 
were  any  sin  in  so  doing,  he  was  willing  to  take 
it  all  on  his  own  head.  He  could  not  see  what 
was  the  object  of  gentlemen  in  refusing  to  take 
up  the  busmess. 

Mr.  Tatlob  said  he  bad  been  against  the  in- 
quiry ;  but  since  the  House  had  agreed,  however 
improperly,  to  make  the  inquiry,  he  was  williog 
to  hear  the  report  read. 

Mr.  Butler  (chairman  of  the  committee)  said 
that,  as  members  of  a  committee,  the  persons  coo- 
posing  the  committee  were  above  being  gailif  of 
the  act  of  sufleria^  party  feelings  to  bare  aof 
weight  on  their  mind.  He  regretted  extremelT 
that  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  smother  the 
inquiry,  as  he  now  saw  it.  The  committee  bad 
a  right  to  demand  it,  and  as  chairman  he  now 
demanded  the  reading  of  the  report. 

Mr.  McKiBi  could  not  see  why  the  ordinary 
course  of  proceeding  should  be  dispensed  with  ia 
favor  of  this  report.  If  taken  up  now,  and  the 
whole  of  it  read,  it  would  probably  take  till  ini<i- 
ni^ht,  and  the  House  would  be  precluded  froo 
doing  any  farther  business  during  the  session. 

Mr.  Nelson  said  he  had  a  few  observations  to 
makOi  and  he  trusted  he  should  show  that  he  was 
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8  pariisan  of  no  partf.  Whea  he  Among  others 
bad  objected  to  toe  read  in;  of  the  report,  hn  said 
be  bad  (lone  it  on  two  grounds.  1.  That  it  was 
entirely  out  of  order,,  because  the  hoi^r  for  receiv- 
iog  report:*  had  passed  away,  and  the  time  bad 
arrived  when  the  order  of  the  day  ought,  to  be 
taken  op.  The  reading  of  the  report  would  con- 
sume tbe  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  day. 
He  jodged  so  not  only  from  the  warmth  displayed 

00  tbe  occasion,  but  from  the  size  of  the  bundles 
upon  tbe  table,  (of  papers  reported  by  tbe  com* 
mittee,)  which  he  supposed  .were  to  be  read.  But. 
as  be  always  acted  on  fair  grounds,  Mr.  N.  said 
be  would  state  that  the  prominent  reason  which 
actuated  his  mind  was,  tliat  he  did  not  think  jus- 
tice would  be  done  to  the  man.  In  saving  this, 
be  did  not  mean  that  any  ffentieman  of  the  House 
would  be  disposed  to  do  him  injustice,  but  thstt 
from  the  nature  of  thj^  ease  injustice  must  be  done 
to  General  Wilkinson,  if  tho.  report  was  read  at 
tbis  session.  There  wete,  said  he,  two  subjects 
of  inquiry  referred  to  the  committee,  both  import- 
ant; and  from  the  distance  of  the  Rcene  where 
the  events  supposed  did  take  place,  if  they  took 
place  at  all,  it  must  appear  that  the  time  ha^been 
80  $bort  that  eyldence  cduld  not  be  taken.  No 
ooecould  be  examined  by  the  committee  but  those 
who  were  in  tbe  city  or  were  stationed. in  the 
neighborhood,  nor  any  documents  procured  hot 
those  picked  up  out  or  this  or  thai  book  jtore.  Is 
it  possible,  that  a  mass  of  evidence,  sufficient  to 
bring  the  House  to  a  clear  result,  copld  have  been 
collected  since,  the  committee  was  appointed  ?  It 
appears  to  me  that  it  could  not.  If  the  docu- 
ments or  testimony  thus  hastily  collated  were  to 
be  printed,  they  would  inakean  improper  impres- 
sion on  the  public  mind,  unless  the  whole  subject 
could  be  before  them. 

In  conformity  with  what  I  deem  m^  duty  as  il 
legislator  and  a  man  ;  what  I  deem  my  duty  as  a 
man  who  wishes  to  see  substantial  justice  done 
to  every  part  of  the  community,  I  will  make  a 
few  more  observations  and  have  done. 

When  this  committee  was  raised,  it  is  very  true, 
Iwas  opposed  to  it;  not.  if  I  may  be  believed,  be- 
cause I  was  unwilling  tnat  General  Wilkinson^ 
conduct  should  be  inquired  into,  but  because  I 
objected  to  tbe  mode  of  inquiry.  I  did  not  think 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  sanctioned 
an  inquiry  in  this  form  ;  I  aiQ  still  of  that  opin- 
ion—but,  the  House  having  decided  to  the  contrary 

1  must  acquiesce ;  for  although  I  cannot  change 
my  opinion,  I  should  think  it  indecorous  again  to 
ftrgue  a  question  already  decided  by  the  House. 
The  evidence  taken  in  this  case,  if  lam  rightly  in- 
formed, is  alto|^ether  ex  parte.,  I  understand  that 
General  Wilkinson  was  never  summoned  ;  that 
he  never  appeared  before  the  committee^  that  he 
was  not  permitted  to  examine  a  single  witness, 
either  to  exculpate  himself  or  to  show  the  laUity 
of  the  evidence.  Sir,  is  a  man  to  be  tried  before 
an  anomalous  tribunal,  without  himself  being 
present,  and  without  having  an  opportunity  to 
confront  his  accuser?  Is  this  the  way  in  which 
any  citizen  of  the  United  States  is  to  be  tried? 
"  it  be,  I  venture  to  pronounce  that  any  maa  ii^ 


tbe  United  Statea.  if  brought  before  tiiln  tribunal, 
however  immaculate  he  may  be,  will  be  condemnea 
iL  evidence  against  him  alone  is  to  be  heard. 
There  is  no  man  in  tbis  House  who,  by  takingan 
active  part,  may.  have  created  himself  enemies, 
but  may  be  called  upon  to  answer  charges  in  the 
newspapers,  and,  though  not  present,  may  be  con- 
denined  on  any  of  them.  Sir,  1  am  opposed,  on 
principles  of  common  justice  and  of  the  Consti- 
tution, to.  having  tbe  papera  read  or  printed,  be* 
cause  the  evidence  was  taken  ex  parte,  the  man 
accused  being  absent,  althot]gh  he  might  have 
been  present  had  tb^  committee  chosen  it.  Whei^ 
this  House  undertakes  to  assume  a  judicial  power, 
as  they  have  done,  to  try  a  case,  it  was  to  be  ex- 
pected that  they  would  have  given  the  accused 
the  .same  ebanee  as  anv  other  citizen — and  was 
it  ever  heard  of  before  tnat  a  man  was  condemned 
unheard  ?  A  man  is  accused ;  a  tribunal  is  ap* 
pointed  to  try  him  while  hundreds  of  miles  off; 
no  not ice.is  given  to  him ;  evidence  is  summoned 
against  him  ;  he  is  tried  and  condemned-^and 
this  tender  the  free  Constitution  of  the  United 
States !  I  am  told,  sir,  that  be  asked  leave  to  at- 
tend tjie  comraiuee  and  was  refused.  [A  member 
near  lyir- N.  observed  that  this  was  a  mistake.] 
When  a  man  is  tried,  sir,  said  Mr.  Nm  it  is  not  a 
privilege  for  bim  to  ask  to  appear  berore  his  ac-  ' 
cuser  i  but  he  has  a  right  to  be  summoned.  Was 
the  greatest  criminal  ever  executed  at  Tyburn 
condemned  on  ex  jHir/e  testimony,  without  being 
beard  in  his  defence  ?  Was  Qeneral  Wilkinson, 
before  or  after  bis  arrival,  sudamoned  before  the 
committee?    I  waif  for  a  reply. 

[Mr.  Dgsba  (a  member  of  the  committee)  said 
that  the  committee  did  not  receive  notice  that 
Qeneral  Wilkinson  wished  to  appear  before  them. 
The  committee  had  occasion  ior  papers  in  Qen- 
eral Wilkinson's  possession.  A  suhptBtia  ducen 
tecum  had  been  issued  to  Qeneral  Wilkinson, 
either  to  bring  the  papers  or  send  them.  The 
papers  had  been  sent.] 

Not  only  then,  said  Mr.  N.,  was  this  officer  not 
notified  to  appear  in  his  own  defence,  but  he  was 
actually  applied  to  by  the  committee  for  evidence 
designed  by  them  to  Implicate  himself;  and  he 
did  what  I  think  no  other  man  would  have  done, 
and  sent  these  papers.  This  is  the  first  time,  sir, 
that  I  ever  heard  of  a  man  being  summoned  to 
produce  evidence  to. convict  himself.^  When  the 
man  has  an  opportunity  to  justify  himself,  then 
and  then  only  can  the  natipn  come  to  a  correct 
judgment  on  his  merits  or  demerits.  I  am  au- 
thorized by  Qeneral  Wilkinson  to  state  that  if  he 
had  an  opportunriy  given  him.  he  has  papers  to 
confute  every  charge  made  against  him.  Whe- 
ther he  has  or  has  not,  Qod  only  knows.  He  has 
stated  it  to  me ;  tor,  sir,  1  have  known  him  well 
from  his  youth ;  I  am  his  personal  friend  till  I 
find  him  to  be  that  which  be  is  said  to  be.  When 
that  shall  appear,  my  friendship  is  at  an  end.  I 
have  been  and  am  his  friend,  because  I  believe 
him  to  be  a  good  officer,  a  man  of  worth,  and  a 
patriot.  He  has  expressed  to  me  his  regret  that 
he  could  not  have  an  opportunity  of  coming  into 
court  and  vindicating  his  character. .  It  is  of  con- 
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8«qttenee  to  him  that  he  should  hare  justice ;  bat 
it  is  of  more  conseqaence  to  us  that  no  man  should 
come  before^he  nation  and  complain  that  justice 
is  not  done  to  him.  A  man  indicted  for  treason, 
witnesses  being  heard  against  him,  and  he  con- 
demned to  death  without  an  opporiunitr  of  being 
heard,  would  have  great  right  to  complain-^and 
would  not  every  man  in  the  nation  be  satisOed  that 
injustice  had  been  done?  What  is  the  difference 
between  such  a  case  and  the  present?  In  one  case 
an  execution  of  the  body  takes  place ;  in  this  case 
a  complete  execution  of  the  character.  Will  not, 
I  ask  you,  sir,  this  ex  parte  testimony  rai^  a  great 
prejudice  against  this  officer  in  those  who  are 
not  possessed  of  discriminating  minds  ?  So  help 
me  Uod,  &ir,  if  this  man  had  had  an  opportunity 
of  going  befdre  this  honorable  committee,  of  sub- 
poenaing -his  witnesses  and  opebtog  his  budget, 
and  the  question  had  been  considered  on  both  sides, 
1  should  have  no  objection  to  rei^eiving  the  com* 
mittee's  report;  for  although  the  tribunal  is  un- 
constitutional, every  one  will  agree  that  it  is  a 
strictly  honorable  one;  and,  though  unconstitu- 
tional it  will  6x  a  stain  on  a  man's  character  as 
indelibly  as  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court.  I 
think  this  evidence  should  eittier  remain  till  next 
session,  and*  then  be  referred  to  a  eommttiee  to 
take  further  testimony,  or  that  this  cpmmittee 
should  have  leave  to  sit  during  the  recess.  ^  l*his 
inquiry  produces  no  result  so  far^  those  who  have 
prosecuted  or  persec'^ted  General  Wilkinson  will 

§0  on.  Others  will  remain  as  they  were  before. 
*he  great  mass  of  the  people,  who  are  partisans  on 
no  side,  ought  not  io  be  influenced  by  the  es  parte 
statements,  called  testimony,  which  will  be  laid 
before  them. 

Mr.  PsARSON  said  that  the  gentleman  had  made 
so  many  different  statements,  that  he  had  risen  in 
Order  to  state  facts  to  the  Committee.  It  was  all 
Important,  he  said,  that  the  thing  should  be  set 
righty  and  that  the  report  itself  should  test  the 
correctness  of  the  opinions  expressed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland.  A  great  pare  of  what 
the  gentleman  had  said  seems  to  be  in  defence  of 
this  person,  and  he  had  given  such  a  coloring  to 
this  affair  as  to  cast  reflections  on  the  House  and 
on  tbe  committee.  Mr.  P.  had  heard  with  re^r^t, 
as  a  Representa^tive  of  the  people,  the  insinuations 
which  had  been  thrown  out.  The  gentleman  had 
at  all  events  (and  he  gave  htm  credit  for  that) 
done  justice  to  private  friendship ;  and  that  was 
some  evidence  at  least  of  goodness  of  heart.  The 
gentleman  had  stated  what  had  been  the  conduct 
of  the  committee.  Mr.  P.  said  he  did  not  stand 
here  (because  it  was  unnecessary)  as  the  defendcfr 
of  the  committee — [Mr;  Nelson  said  he  had  not 
the  least  intention  to  east  anv  reflection  on  the 
committee.]  Their  acts  would  speak  for  them, 
Mr.  P.  said.  If  savinsr  the  time  of  the  House 
was  the  object  in  opposing  the  report,  that  had 
been  badly  effected  ;  and  the  very  gentlemen  who 
were  so  solicitous  to  save  time  were  those  who 
tonsumed  it.  He  would  also  oWrve.  he  said, 
that  the  facts  which  were  stated  in  tnat  teport 


had  delared  it 'to  be  ex  parte ;  chat  noopportanitj 
was  given  to  hear  testimony  in  exculpation.  By 
what  power  of  divination  tne  gentleman  had  got- 
ten into  the  secret  of  the  committee's  report,  Mr. 
P.  said  he  could  not  undertake  to  say ;  but  be 
could  state  to  the  gentleman  and  the  House  that 
the  committee  had  done  everything  in  their  power 
to  elucidate  the  transactions  referred  to  their  eon- 
sideration.  If  the  inquiry  had  been  exparte^  tbe 
examination  of  tbe  witnesses  had  not ;  for  tber 
had  been  sworn  to  tell  the  truth  and  the  whofe 
truth.  Mr.  P.  said  he  would  also  state  that  tbe 
committee  had  not  been  able  to  complete  the  is- 
vestigation  of  the  whole  subject.  They  had  doi 
been  able  to  obtain  conclusive  evidence,  and  bad 
not  stated  any  opinion  in  the  report ;  and  if  tbe 
report  is  to  make  any  impression,  it  will  not  be 
the  fault  of  the  committee,  but  of  the  witnesses 
and  of  the  accused  himself,  for  much  of  the  eri< 
deuce  was  under  his  own  hand.  Now  he  appealed 
to  gentlemen  who  professed  to  be  friends  to  Gen- 
era!  Wilkinson  whether  any  object  woold  be 
gained  br  stifling  the  report.  It  depended  upoo 
the  fribnas  of  General  Wilkinson,  together  with 
other  members,  to  say  whether  the  inquiry  shoold 
be  pursued ;  and  he  (Mr.  P.)  as  a  member  of  the 
committee  'would  never  give  an  opinion  ootil 
General  Wilkinson  could  nave  an  opportunity  of 
being  heard.  Perhaps,  when  the  wnole  eircvm- 
stances  were  disclosed,  even  the  gentleman  front 
Maryland  might  change  his  opinion  and  think 
better  of  the  committee  who  had  made  this  report. 
He  thought,  as  there  were  many  facts  which  were 
already  known  to  the  people  of  this  coQDtry,and 
in  consequence  of  those  facts  considerable^ 
judices  had  been  excited  against  GSeneral  Wilkin- 
son, this  wai  not  the  manner  in  which  those  sa^ 
picions  were  to  be  entirely  destroyed. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  did  believe,  from  the  nooiber  of 
papers  laid  on  the  tabte,  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  read  the  whole  of  them  during  this  daf ; 
but  he  should  wish  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  be  read,  which  consisted  principally  of  refer* 
eoces  to  papers  which  the  cotbmitteeconceired  suf* 
ciently  proved  to  authorize  them  to  submit  them  to 
the  House,mnd,  after  hearing  the  statement  which 
the  committee  had  made  as  to  particular  points, 
the  House  could  determine  whetner  it  was  proper 
to  pursue  tbe  investigation  or  not;  and  this  de 
termination  ought  to  he  made  at  this  session ;  he- 
cause  some  process  perhaps  otight  to  issue  under 
the  authority  of  the  present  Congress  to  eompfl 
witnesses  to  attend  at  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
gress, if  the  committee  were  not  to  sit  durioffibe 
recess.  Mr.  P.  therefore  conceived  that  if  the 
gentleman  wishied  to  do  justice  to  his  friend  aod 
to  the  country,  he  would  not  for  a  moment  oppo« 
the  reception  of  those  papers.  And  here  be  migbt 
observe  that  he  had  never  known  an  instance  in 
the  annals  of  legislation,  where  a  committee  bad 
been  appointed  to  perform  a  particular  act,  aira 
that  committee  had  devoted  days  and  nights  to 
the  duty  assigned  them,  and  after  the  committee 
had  completed  the  work  as  far  as  they  could  so. 


were  extremely  material.    The  gentleman  seems    the  report  should  be  rejected,  or  not  received  bj 
to  have  anticipated  the  result  of  the  inquiry,  and  Ithe  Hquse.    If  not,  he  trutted  that  at  this  time 
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•ad  on  this  sabjeet,  so  {nUresc&Dfff  a  dangeroua 
precedent  would  not  be  established. 

Mr.  Kbt  contended  ibat  the  eondact  of  General 
Wilkision  had  been  rather  insulting  towards  the 
committee.  To  another  committee  (on  th^  state 
of  the  Army)  he  had  addressed  a  petition  to  be 
heard  before  them.  Before  a  committee  in  the 
coarse  of  whose  inquiry  his  conduct  might  be  in- 
cidentally iB?oived,.he  bad  asked  to  be  heardl  To 
t  committee  however,  appointed  especially  to 
inquire  into  his  conduct  he  had  addressed  no  such 
application.  His  not  having  done  it,  so  fhr  from 
beiog  made  a  plea  that  he  was  about  to  be  con- 
demned without  having  been  heard,  was,  in  Mr. 
K.'s.  miod.  a  alight  on  that  committee,  and  his  let- 
ter to  theHoojte  did  imply  as  much.  Mr.  K.  said 
he  had  no  idea  that  a. committee- raised  under  the 
antbotity  of  the  House  should  be  subjected  to  such 
insult.  He  did  not  know  what  the  committee 
had  done,  for  he  had  not  exchanged  five  minutes 
eoDTersatioQ  with  any  of  them  on  the  subject  of 
their  iaqoirv.  All  proceeding  in  such  an  invea- 
tieatioa,  as^oefore  a  grand  jury,  must  be  ex  parte 
of coorw.  When  a  man  was  kept  in  office  contrary 
to  the  sense  of  the  nation,  he  thanked  God  thkt 
there  was  a  Coi^stiutional  remedy  in  this  Hous^. 
who  held  the  national  purse-strings.  The  reason  oi 
this  report's  not  coming  in  earlier,  he  had  under- 
stood, was  tiiat  it  was  not  tilt  tht^  morning  ready. 

Mr.  Rardol^b  said  if  be  could,  lik^  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  (Mr.  Nelson)  hkve  made 
an  able  speech  on  the  merits  of  the  report  before 
Jie  had  heard  it  read,  perhaps  like  hiilai  be  Ihould 
hare  been  willinfr  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of 
the  report ;  but  m  that,  respect,  said  Mr.  R.,  the 
ffemleman  has  the  advantage  of  tde,  and  I  will 
Mare  it  to  the  House  to  determine  whether  the 
inniroation  which  the  geotlemaa  was  pleated  to 
ay  I  have  thrown  out  respecting  his  motives,  be 
or  be  not  supported  by  the  tenor  of  the  observa- 
tioDs  which  ne  has  made  to  the  Hpuse.  The  gen* 
tleman  indeed  set  out  with  motives  of  gteat  pub- 
lic concernment,  but  h<$  got  but  a  very  little  way 
ia  his  argument  before  he  lost  sight  of  those  rn 
considerations  of  ilhat  he  has  been  pleased  to  tell 
as  were  of  a  personal  nature.  The  gentlemah 
from  Maryland  has  stated  that  the  evidence  which 
the  committee  have  presented  to  the  House  is  of 
ao  ex  parte  nature.  Sir,  in  what  capacitv  does 
this  House  act  in  any  inquiry  info  the  conductof 
a  public  officer  ?  It  acta,  if  I  understand  its  func- 
tions, in  the  capacity  of  a  grand  jor^,  of  a  grand 
inquest,  as  it  ia  often  .called.  Can  either  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland. or  the  gentleman  trom 
PennMrlvania,  (Mr.  SHiub,)  who  were  both  meb* 
bersonhis  House  when  the  inquiry  was  instituted 
into  the  official  conduct  of  Samuel  Chase  and 
Richard  Peters,  aay  that  he  objected  to  the  -pre- 
senting of  the  report  of  the  committee  appoifited 
to  ioquireinto  their  conduct  npoa  the  ground  that 
the  evidence  before  the  comniittee  was  er  partel 
On  the  ground  that  Saibuel  Chase  and  Richard 
Peters  had  i^ot  been  invited  to  appear  before  the 
committee?  On  the  ground  that  they  had  in 
prirate  and-  friendly  communications  assured 
them  upon  their  honor  that  they  had  evidence  to 


dia|)rote  all  that  the  committee  had  adduced 
against  them  ?  No  Constitutiooai  scruples  then 
entered  into  the  mind  of  eitherof  these  gentlemen; 
they  were  con  tented' to  proceed,  as  all  grand  in* 
quests  must  proceed,  on  ex  parte  evidene.  Did 
not  Colonel  Burr,  that  other  "Aopioro^k  nian  who 
'  baa  been  ao  greatly  persecuted."  complain  that  the 
grand  jury  a^  Richmond  proceedecl  on  ex  parte 
and  perjured  evidence?'  And  waa  it  not  exnartel 
Waa  he  cajled  before  the  grand  jury  ?  No,  sir  > 
although,  if  I  am  noX  much  misinformed,  he  very 
modestly  wished  to  be  called  before  it.  and  to 
have  them  ioatrucied  by  the  coi^rt  in  relation  to 
theisourse  which  they  should  pursue. 

But,  if  I  understood  the  gentlemau  from  Mary* 
land  correctly,  he  atates  that  thia  committee,  as 
far  aa  they  have  proceeded  to  take  |iny  evidence 
or  document  from  General  Wilkinaon,  have  done 
him  a  very  aentible  injury,  inasmuch  aii  they  have 
called  upon  a  mati  to  produce,  through  a  subpoMia, 
evidence  againat  himaelf.  If  I  uuderatood  rightly, 
the  papera  which  the  committee  called  upon  Gten* 
eral  Wilkinaon  (through  a  mUbpcsnaditeee  tecum) 
to  produce,  were  papera  which  h«  had  gotten  into 
hia  posaeasion  out  of  the  War  Office ;  which,  I 
undertake  to  aay,  were  feionioualy  purloined  out 
of  thaf  office — and  if  iime  waa  not  so  abort,  I 
should  unquestionably  have  moved  an  inquiry  into 
the  matter-^for,  tinless  this  view  be  correct^  thea 
has  the  Secretary  of  War  been  guilty  of  a  flagrant 
dereliction  of  duty.  Now,  sir,  I  will  suppose  a 
case,  though  I  have  never  had  any  practice  as  a 
prosecutor  or  defender  of  felons.  A  thief  is  taken 
with  stolen  goods  upon  him.  Long  before  you 
have  ascertained  whether  he  is  guilty  or  not. 
long  before  a  grand  jury  has  pronounced  on  the 
6&se,  what  do  you  ^o\  You  rummage  his  pock- 
ets—for what  ?  To  force  the  unfortunate  man 
to  produce  evidence  for  his  own  conviction ;  but 
in  common  phraseology  toT force  him  to  produce 
the  stolen  goods. 

It  baa  been  atated  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, and,  among  othera^  by  m^  worthy  colleague 
(Mr.  GaoLSOx)  that  thia  subject  should  be  per^ 
mitted  to  sleep  fof  the  purpose  of  taking  up  mat- 
ters of  great  national  im  por tance.  To  a  virttu)90j 
to  a  butterfly  hunter,  a  particular  species  of  thi^ 
Tttsect,  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  appeared,  I  dare 
say  of  more  importance  than  matters  of  the  highest 
interest  to  the  country ;  and  it  is  not  at  all  sur- 
prising to  me  that  gentlemen  who  have  been  pur- 
suing the  igniefatuuM  of  convoy  and  all  the  mea- 
sures adopted  and  abandoned,  or  laid  asleep  during 
the  present  session,  should  bring  themselves  to 
believe  that  the  miserable  bill  before  us  yesterday 
(the  commercial  intercourse  bill]  is  a  inatter  of 
more  national  importance  than  asserting  the 
rights  of  this  nation  in  relation  to  no  less  a  per- 
sonage than  he  who  commands  the  military  force 
of  the  country.  In  my  mind,  sir.  there  is  no  more 
comparisoh  between  asserting,  and  exercising  the 
rights  of  the  House  in  relation  to  a  subject  such 
as  that  committed  to  the  committee  which  has 

iust  reported,  and  these  bilU  before  us,  particu- 
ariy  this  celebrated  No.  2,  than  there  is  between 
Ossa  aad  a  wart.  ^ 
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But  I  belief  e,  sir,  (said  he)  I  should  doi  hare 
risen  on  this  subjectywefe  it  oot  to  repl^  to  an 
insinuation,  which  deserves  notice  iVom  me  only 
lA  respect  to  the  age  of  the  party  (Mr.  Shilis) 
by  whom  it  was  thrown  out.  There  is  no  other 
consideration  which  should  have  induceil  me  so 
far  to  depart  from  my  own  iself-respect  as  to  no- 
tice it.  That  gentleman  stated,  with  an  empha- 
sfs  unusual  to  him,  and  with  a  manner  which 
left  the  application  of  the  remark,  I  believe,  un- 
doubted, that  he  had  no  quarrel  with  General 
Wilkinson ;  that  he  had.  ao  personal  feeling  to 
gratify.  Why,  sir,  neither  iiave  I  any  quarrel 
with  General  Wilkinson — I  never  had.  I  Ihave 
scarcely  an  acquaintance  with  General  Wilkin- 
son. I  was  longer  in  his  company  during  his. at- 
tendance in  the  grand  jury  room  at  Richmond 
than  at  every  6ther  time,  putting  them  all ,  to- 

f  ether,  in  my  life.  I  would  a«k  the  member  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  other  members  of  this  House, 
whether  it  is  befitting,  when'  any  citi^sen  of  the 
United. States  is  called  upon  to  discharge  a  Con- 
stitutional duty  in  relation  to  an  individual,  to 
liken  that  discharge  of  duty  to  a  personal  quarrel. 
I  had  the  same  sort  of  quarrel  in  relation  to  this 
unfortunate  man^or  so  he  is  in  every  sense  of 
the  word — no  man  can  look  upon  him  without 
being  sensible  of  that  fact— I  had  the  same  sort  of 
quarrel  in  relation  tothiaman  that  the  jud^e  has 
with  the  felon  on  whom  h  becomes  his  duly  to 
pronounce  sentence.  I  was  called  upon  to  decide, 
10  my  capacity  and  on  fay  oath  as  a  juror,  on  the 
evidence  before  me ;  and  I  did  decide.  I  should 
despise  myself  as  cordially  as  the  gentleman  from 
Pensylvania  can  possibly  indulge  another  and  a 
different  sentiment  towards  me — for  it  is  not  in 
his  power  to  feel  towards  me  the  first  emotion-*if 
I  could  be  actuated  in  this  or  any  other  similar 
case  by  such  a  sentiment  as  personal  hostility. 
Does  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  belie vf 
that  when  he  himself  made  his  complaint  before 
the  House  of  tbe  tyrannical  and  arbitrary  con- 
duct of  Mr.  Chase  in  the  exercise  of  his  judicial 
conduct,  that  in  the  course  of  my  conduct  on  that 
occasion  I  was  governed  by  personal  resentment  1 
At  that  time  I  had  never  seen  Mr.  Chase.  There 
is  indeed  a  description  of  men  who  cannot  pursue 
any  object  without  exhibiting  something  like 
warmth.  It  is  constitutional.  There  are  others, 
perhaps,  who  under  a  more  frigid  exterior  con- 
ceal malignity  of  a  far  bitterer  nature.  If  I  know 
myself,  I  cannot,  after  what  I  have  heard  and 
seen — and'  it  is  impossible  to  shut  my  eyes  in  re- 
lation to  that  unfortunate  man— -feel  any  other 
sentiment  than  pity  or  compassion ;  and.what- 
ever  warmth  I  may  feel  or  display  when  I  see 
what  I  conceive  to  be  an  attempt  to  stifle  inquiry, 
it  is  a  warmth  not  extending  to  him,  but  to  those 
by  whom  this,  which  I  ponceive  to  be  an  unfair 
practice  is  attempted  to  be  carried  into  execution. 
But  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  tells  us  that 
if  we  adopt  this  course,  if  we  accept  this  report 
of  the  committee,  there  is  no  tnan,  however  fair 
his  character,  however  innocent,  Who  may  not  be 
prejudged  and  ruined  in  the  public  estimation, 
even  upon  so  trivial  a  ground  as  newsfmper  re- 


.port.  Was  not  tbe  gentleman  one  of  the  mem- 
hers  of  this  House  who  conteAded  that  comoioa 
fame  was  a  ^ood  ground  of  inquiry  into  the  con- 
duct of  public  officers?  Unquestionably  he  was. 
But,  sir,  does  any  gentleman  believe  it  possible 
for  a  newspaper  charge  to  affect  the  repuutionof 
any  man  in  society  ?  No,  sir,  as  far  as  a  charge  is 
made  in  a  newspaper,  his  reputation  is  not  affect- 
ed thereby.  The  newspaper  is  merely  the  rebi- 
cle  of  a  charge,,  and  rather  throws  a  doubt  oo  it 
than  otherwise.  But  understanding  and  reflect- 
ing people  will  discriminate  between  charges 
having  truth  for  their  foundation  and  those  which 
are  mere  malignant  calumniations. 

I  will  conclude  witfi-  observing  that,aUhoagli 
I  am  no  lawyer,  my  knowledge  of  parliamentArf 
decisions  is  sufficient  to  bear  me  out  in  this  fact: 
that  almost  every  inquiry  made  by  the  House  of 
Commons  in  EngUnd — and  I  particularly  allade 
to  the  inquiry  in  the  case  of  no  less  a  man  ibao 
the  great  Lord  Chancellor  Macclesfield— has  in 
the  first  instance  been  ex  parte, ^  But  was  it  ever 
deemed  a  good  ground  for  throwing  discredit  oo 
the  proceedings  of  a  cOurt  of  justice,  because  the 
witnesses  of  the  party  accused  were  not  sum- 
moned before  the  grand  jury;  because  thegnod 
jury  had  not  heard  the  party  accused  in  his  ex- 
culpation ?  Unquestionably  not.  I  have  no  do&bt 
that  Burrr^for  it  is  impossible-^tbe  associatioa 
of  ideas  is  so  linked  together  that  I  can  oerer 
separate  them — ^it  is  impossible  for  me  to  think  of 
Wilkinson  without  thinking  of  Burr  also,  or  to 
think  of  Burr  without  having  Wilkinson  before 
my  eyes. — It  is  possible  that  he  may  and  does  jus- 
tify hii  forfeiture  of  his  recognisance  on  Iherery 
ground  suted  by  the  gentleman  from  Marylaad 
viz:  that  all  proceedings  against  him  had  l>eeB 
expaftej  that  he  had  never  been  heard  in  bis  de- 
fence ;  and  yet  I  believe,  if  we  ^onapare  tbe  pro- 
ceedings in  the  two  cases  together,  it  will  be  read- 
ily allowed  that  of  the  two  men  Colonel  Burr 
was  most  hardly  dealt  by,  because  he  was  piit 
into  close  confinement  without  being  heard  ia  his 
defence,  as  soon  as  the  bill  was  found  against  htoi, 
and  very  properly  too.  He  was  arrested  ia  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  and  brought  all  the  way  to 
Richmond  without  being  heard  in  his  defeace, 
and  had  a  right  to  take  every  exception  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  court,  and  no  doubt  has  done 
It,  on  the  ground  of  their  proceedings  on  esparU 
testimony  and  not  permitting  the  grand  jury  to 
hear  witnesses  or  counsel,  that  the  gentleoaB 
from  Maryland  has  taken  to  the  report  of  the  se- 
lect committee  in  this  case. 

I  believe,  sir,  that  if  the  gentleman  from  Sontb 
Carolina  (Mr.  BuTLsa)  had  been  treated  witk 
the  deference  due  to  him,  oot  merely  on  his  own 
personal  account,  but  on  account  of  the  chancier 
with  which  he  is  clothed  by  the  House,  we  should 
long  before  this  time  have  gone  through  readto^ 
tbe  most  material  parts  of  the  evidence  and  or- 
dered-it  to  be  printed.  But  that  is  not  the  object 
The  gentleman  from  Maryland  told  us,witlia 
candor  characteristic  of  him,  that  his  object  wis 
to  prevent  their  being  read  and  printed  at  all. 

.Mr.  R.  concluded  by  expressing  a  iM>pe  that 
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the  report  would  be  read  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  €biOL80R  said  that  in  ppiot  of  real  import- 
ance there  was  as  mach  difference  betweea  an 
inquiry  respecting^  General  Wilkinson  aod  the 
commercial  intercourse  bill,  as  there  was  between 
the  witticisms  in  which  his  eolleagae  (Mr.  Ran- 
dolpb)  had  indulged  in  relation  to  him  and  a 
solemn  argument. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  that  the  ^entleraan  from  Vir- 
ginia had  been  pleased  to  take  particular  notice 
of  an  obser ration  of  his.  I,  said  Mr.  8.,  am 
nerer  the  first  to  make  an  attack,  but  I  will  nerer 
suffer  an  attack  to  be  made  on  thd  rectitude  of 
my  conduct  which  ^I  will  not  repel.  I  need  not 
repeat  the  expressions  of  the  gentleman— the 
House  heard  them  and  will  recollect  the  reproach 
he  threw  upon  gentlemen  TOting  differently  from 
him  on  this  question— ^a  question  of  that  nature 
in  which  certainly  honest  men  may  differ;  The 
question  with  us  was  not  whether  or  not  General 
Wilkinson  Is  guilty,  but  whether  or  not  the 
House  had  the  power  to  make  the  inquiry.  Our 
opinion  was  that  the  Constitution  did  not  author- 
ize it.  That  bein<;  the  point  in  dispute,  there 
was  no  ground  for  his  aspersion.  The  gen- 
tleman has  remarked  that  on  account  of  my 
8ge,  and  for  no  other  reason,  it  is  necessary  to 
tike  notice  of  what  I  observed.  Sir,  I  claim  no 
immunity  on  account  of  my  age.  If  I  act 
wrongly,  I  am  equally  subject  to  censure  witb 
the  youngest  member  of  the  House.  I  know 
well  (for  I  have  witnessed  it  so  often)  that  the 
gentleman  can  raise  a  man  to  the  ski^s  one  day 
ftod  depress  him  to  the  bottom  of  the  ocean  in 
another.  T  hare  heard  him  on  one  day  eulogize 
a  character  and  the  next  day  depreciate  it  m  a 
manner  not  decent  in  this  House.  I  make  no 
distinctions  among  men  but  by  their  honesty  or 
dishonesty.  I  claim  the  character  of  an  honest 
man,  a  character  as  respectable  as  can  be  claimed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  That  charac- 
ter I  hare  endeavored  to  maintain  and  hope  I 
always  shall. 

What  are  we  to  understand  by  what  has  been 
said  of  the  case  of  Mr.  Chase  on  this  occasion? 
True,  I  acted  the  part  the  gentleman  has  stated ; 
I  was  acting  in  conformity  to  the  Constitution. 
Chase  was  a  ciril  officer,  and  as  such  liable  to 
impeachment.  Why  does  the  gentleman  lug  in 
the  House  ofCon^mons?  Has  he  not  Reflected 
OQ  the  different  principles  on  which  that  body 
and  this  are  framed.  I  beliere  the  right  of  the 
House  of  Commons  to'  inquire,  eVen  where  im- 
peachment does  oot  follow,  is  necessary  to  their 
form  of  Gbvernment.  Why  is  it  necessary  chat 
the  House  of  Commons  should  possess  this 
power?  To  preserve  the  balance  in  the  Conati- 
totion.  The  same  -power  in  this  Hnu^e  would 
overset  that  balance.  W-faen  I  see  in  Great 
Britain  an  hereditary  Bzecutire ;  when  I  see  the 
8orereign  wielding  an  immense  ciril  list;  and 
haying  himself  the  power  of  peace  and  wat; 
when  I  see  him  supported  by  a  great  army  and 
nary,  and,  what  is  more  influential  than  all,  by 
an  established  church,  I  aee  tlie  necessity  kr  the 


extraordinary  powers  vested  In  the  Hoose  of 
Commons  to  preserve  a  balance  against  that 
power.  But  is  that  the  case  here?  No,  sir ;  the 
powers  possessed  by  our  Bxecotive  are  cogapara- 
tively  very  limited.  He  is  an  elective  officer, 
responsible  to  his  constituents  arthe  end  of  four 
years;  he  cannot  appoint  officers,  civil  ormilitary, 
without  the  consent  of  one  branch  of  the  Legis* 
lature^  nor  has  he  any  civil  list.  The  same 
powers  in  other  branches,  therefore,  are  not  ne- 
cessary to  preserve  the  balance.  Then  why  com- 
pare pur  powers  to  tho^e  of  the  House  ot  Com- 
mons ?  iHo  man  who  will-  attend  to  the  subject 
but  must  see  the  danger  of  exercising  the  powers 
claimed  by  this  House.  We  1ask  Tor  General 
Wilkinson  no  more  than  what  every  man  in  the 
United  States  has  a  right  to,  a  trial  ny  a  tribunal 
established  bjr  the  laws  of  bis  country.  Some  of 
the  crimes  laid  to  his  charge  may  amount  to  trea- 
son, or  to  crimes  of  a  lower  srade.  If  so,  he  is 
subject  to  trial  in  a  court  of  justice  for  those 
crimes,  as  all  citiaens  of  the  United  States,  good 
or  bad,  are  entitled  to  a  fair  and  impartial  trial. 
Here  a  committee  has  been  appointed  to  take  e:r 
parte  testimony  and  brin^  it  before  the  House, 
if  it  goes  to  blast  the  cliaracter  of  that  paain, 
what  is  his  situation  ?  You  deliver  him  over  to 
a  court  of  justice  with  a  vote  of  this  House  on 
his  back.  In  common  cases  publications  respect- 
ing an  impending  trial  ^re  deemed  criminal-^ 
but  are  such  publications  anything  in  coiiipari- 
sott  with  this  proceeding — this  attempt  to  blast 
the  character  of  the  man  throughout  the  Union? 
Tbia  is  the  case  of  every  man  in  the  United 
States;  and  unfortunately  now,  as  oil  all  such 
occasions,  when  a  man  is  extremely  unpopular, 
then  is  tne  time  to  establish  those  precedents 
which  subvert  the  Constitution  itself.  What,  in 
the  name  of  CK>dl  is  to  become  of  a  militiiry  offi"* 
cer,  if  a  popular  leader  in  this  House  takes  a 
prejudice  against  him,  and  proceeds  as  we  have 
done  in  this  case?  I  wish  to  Heaven  that  gen- 
tlemen would  consider  how  far  this  precedent 
will  go.  General  Wilkinson  is  nothing;  a  thou- 
sand men  are  comparatively  nothing;  but,  estab^ 
lish  this  precedent,  and  every  man  is  placed  in 
th«  same  situation.  It  is  for  my  country ,  and  not 
for  General  Wilkinson,  that  I  have  resisted  this 
thing,  and  that  I  shall  continue  to  do,  so  long  as 
I  am  able. 

Mr.  Stanporo  said  he  felt  himself  implicated 
in  the  observations  of  the  gentleman,  and  begged 
leave  in  a  few  words  to  give  his  reasons  for  the 
vote  which  he  should  give.  The  geutleman  fVom 
Pennsylvania  himself,  though  he  had  voted  against 
the  inquiry,  gave  willingly  into  the  inquiry, as  to 
the  mortality  in  the  Army.  In  that  case  there 
was  reason  to  suppose  that  some  unbappy  mis- 
management of  the  Army  had  taken  place. 
What  the  causes  of  the  mismanagement  were 
was  not  Inquired,  nor  was  there  the  ^ast  question 
as  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  measure ;  and 
yet  the  report  of  that  very  committee  had  gone 
upon  the  ground  that  the  mismanagement  which 
brought  about  the  mortality  of  the  Army  was 
owing  to  an  apparent  disobedient  of  ordera.    In 
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the  present  ca^e  ft  U  not  as  a  mUicary  man 
merely  that  his  cooduct  is  proposed  to  be  inquired 
into.  He  has  been  an  Indian  agent,  a  Commis* 
sioner  under  the  United  States,  and  a  GoTernor  of 
one  of  the  Territories.  Is  this  House.preparcd  to 
say  that  they  possess  no  power  over  persons  out 
of  office  %  ThiBt  point  is  not  yet  settled ;  but,  if 
80,  the  impeaching  power  is  nothing,  because  a 
person  will  hare  only  to  resign  to  avoid  exclu- 
sion from  all  civil  and  military  office.  It  does 
not  necessarily  follow  that  we  act  upon  General 
Wilkinson  as  a  military  officer.  It  is  strange, 
however,  that  the  doctpne  should  be  held  that 
^e  do  not  possess  power  to  inquire  into  his  con* 
duct  in  that  respect,  when  the  evil  may  be  traced 
to  a  source  where  we  bave  ti^e  power  to  correct 
it. .  I  looked  beyond  the  military  office ;  and,  hav* 
ing  in  view  both  his  civil  and  military  employ- 
ments, I  felt  no  difficulty  in  d^iding.  It^  after 
the  inquiry,  wq  proceed  to  declare  bim  guilty,  we 
shall  really  outstrip  the  Constitution,  but  surely 
not  by  inquiry,  especially[  wben  it  was  considered 
that  corruption  in  a  military  man  migbt  grow 
out  of  affairs  not  military,  .into  which  ibe  House 
had  an  unquestioned  rieht  to  inquire.  Mr.  S'. 
hoped  and  trusted  that  this  would  not  be  placed 
merely  on  the  ground  of  a  military  inquiry. 

Mr.  Sheffbt  said  that  the  oppositio|i  to  the 
reading  of  this  report  was  certainly  of  a  very 
novel  character,  and  it  was  a  thing  that  had 
^  never  been  knovyn  from  the  commencement  of 
the  Government,  that,  after  appointing  a  com- 
mittee, its  report  on  a  subject  should  not  be  read. 
Not  to  read  it  would  be  trifling  with  the  charac- 
ter of  (he  House.  It  would  amount  to  this :  that 
thejr  bad  authorized  an  inquiry  on  .the  result  of 
which  they  set  no  kind  of  valye.  Gentlemen 
have  said  over  and  over  again,  observed  Mr.  S., 
that  we  have  no  power;  that  this- inquiry  must 
necessarilyr  eventuate  in  nothing.  Sir,  we  have 
as  much  right  to  inquire  as  the  President  of  the 
Uniied  States  has.  We  bare  not  a  right  to  de- 
stroy the  officer ;  but  we  have  a  right  to  destroy 
the  office,  by  withholding  the  money  necessary 
to  keep  it  in  existence.  It  is  something  extraor- 
dinary if  we  have  not  a  right  ^o  inouire,  when 
the  President  has  9  right  to  make  the  inquiry. 
There  is  a  bill  on  our  table  for  abolisbiug  the 
office  of  Brigadier  General — and  yet  gentlem«}n 
say  we  have  no  right  to  procure  information  in 
relation  to  it  1  You  hi^ve  a  right  to  abolish  the 
office,  and  yet  the  means  to  lead  you  to  a  correct 
conclusion  are  withheld.  Consideriltions  have 
been  brought  into  debate  which  ought  to  have 
no  concern  in  this  question ;  for  passion  and 
friendship  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  Can  a 
man  who  views  a  question  through  the  medium 
of  passion,  or  whose  eyes  are  ditnmed  by  friend- 
ship, do  justice  to  it  ?  I  say  he  cannot.  Is  it 
anything  novel  or  uncommon  to  view  the  faults 
of  our  friends  as  nothing,  and  the  little  faults  of 
our  eneiiiies  as  great  crimes?  The  man  who 
acts  as  a  friend  (C^nnot  act  as  a  correct  judge. 
The  character  of  General  Wilkinson  has  bAn 
prostrated,  we  are  told,  and  that  is^  assigned  as  a 
ceasoa  why  we  pught  not  lo  do  o^r  doty.    If  the  i 


interest  of  the  nation  is  arrayed  mgmintt  the 
character  of  General  Wilkinson,  I  haire  no  diffi- 
culty in  deciding  what  course  I  am  to  pursoe. 
The  rights  of  tlte  eoontry  onght  to  predominate 
over  those  of  a  particular  individusd.  Why  is  so 
much  said  of  the  case  of  Genecal  Wilkinsoat 
Why  is  so  much  said  of  character  in  this  tM»% 
What  did  you  do  in  the  case  of  Chase  and 
Peters  ?  Was  it  not  proper  in  that  ease  as  in  the 
present  that  public  passion  should  not  be  stimn- 
lated  ?  The  cases  are  in  that  respect  analogous. 
We  have  a  right  to  make  inquiry  into  the  ex- 
penditure of  public  money,  and  into  the  conduct 
of  all  officers.  We  cannot  impeach  a  man  out  of 
office,  and  yet  we  have  a  right  to  inquire  into  the 
conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  when  he 
is  out  of  office.  Yon  have  assigned  to  a  com- 
mittee ail  iinaortaat  duty;  they  baTe  performed 
that  duty,  aad^  are  ready  to  produce  the  fmit  of 
the  inquiry,  the  resuU  of  their  labor,  and  yoe 
cannot  refuse  to  receive  it. 

Mr.  Rakuolph  merely  rose  now  to  atate  one 
or  two  opinions,  as  to  the  Constitutional  power 
of  the  House.  The  House  of  Repreaeatatives 
possess  a  Constitutional  right  to  inquire  into  the 
conduct  of  any  officer  of  the  United  States,  civil  oi 
military,  with  a  view  toin^peachment,  not  of  the 
military  officer,  but  of  the  Secretary'  at  Wax  or 
of  the  ^resident  who  migbi^Jiave  authorized  or 
connived  at  his  misconduct,  and  who  might  be 
too  powerful  or  influential  to  be  proceeded  against 
in  the  first  instance.  But  it  is  now  discovered 
that  there  was  danger  in  this  House  inqoiiing. 
This  is  the  old  Federal  doctrine,  that  the  Execu- 
tive power  is  too  weak,  and  the  power  of  this 
House  too  strong.  That  is  the  amount  of  the 
doctrine  of  the  ^ntleman  from  Pennsylvania. 
Because  oiu  President  is  not  hereditary  and  ve 
have  no  hereditary  nobility  and  great  hierarchy ; 
because  he^has  not  the  splendor  of  the  King  of 
England,  is  not  -  environed  with  a  great  army, 
and  has  not  the  patronage  of  afreat  navy,  we 
must  fritter  down  the  powers  of  this  Hoaie  in 
otder  to  make  our  power  no  more  in  relation  to 
his  power  that  that  of  the  House  of  Commons  u 
in  relation  to  that  of  the  Kin^  of  England. 

The  House  may  examine  into  the  conduct  of 
a  military  officer  with  respect  to  impeachment. 
Suppose  the  power  of  the  Executive  was  so 
great  that  a  majority  of  this  House  could  not  be 
hrought  to  move  an  inquiry  directly  into  the 
conduct  of  the  President;  no  exception  could  be 
taken  on  the  face  of  it  to  moving  an  inquiry  ioto 
the  conduci  of  a  military  officer  under  ihe.  Presi- 
dent.   The  conduct  of  that  officer  might  be  in- 
vestigated not  only  for  the  purpose  staled  by  mj 
colleague,  but  it  might  be  investigated  to  see 
whether  any  connivance  at  his  improper  condnet 
had  taken  place.    And  I  have  no  doubt  that  this 
House  has  a  r^rht  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of 
every  officer,  civil  and  military,  under  the  Go^- 
ernment  of  the  United  States,  with  a  view  to  im- 
peachment as  well  as  with  a  view  to  the  nev- 
modeUinff  of  the  office.    Do  gentlemen  dear 
that  the  President  could  be  impeached  for  msi- 
feaoince  in  hia  capacity  of  Commander>ia-«hief— 
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or  the  SecreUrr  tt  Wur  for  his  military  orders 
or  neglect  of  duty  ?  Ther«  is  do  question  on 
this  point  in  my  mind;  and  I  did  not  expect  to 
hear  a  roluntary  surrender  of  the  best  pririleges 
of  this  HoQsip  on  the  altar  of  the  theory  of  the 
British  consiitution.  or  Mr.  Adams's  .old  theory 
of  checks  and  balances.  I  did  not  expect  to 
hear  that,  in  order  to  check  the  ii^reat  power  of 
the  Executive,  the  power  of  this  nouse  ought  to 
be  diminished.  It  is  a  matter  of  very  little  im- 
portance whether  we  increase  the  power  of  the 
Executive  directly,  or  by  cuttiog  off  the  power 
of  the  House;  we  shall  incline  the  balance  as  suc- 
cessfully in  the  one  way  as  in  the  other. 

The  question  oh  reading  the  report  was  taken 
and  carried,  58  to  32. 

The  report  ia  as  follows : 

The  €ocimiiti0«  to  whom  was  tafiiised  th«  iwalvtMto 
«f  the  4th  inifantt  dkeding  an  inqniiy-iDto  tha  oon- 
doct  of  Brigadier  General  Jamas  Wilkinson,  in  nia« 
tiou  to  his  haTUig  at  any  time,  while  in  the  seivice  of 
ths  United  8tat«a,  cormptly  received  money  from  the 
GovemsMnt  of  Spain,  or  its  agents,  or  in  relation  to 
hit  hsmji;,  during  the  time  aforesaid,  been  an  accom- 
plice, or  in  any  way  concerned  with  Uie  agents  of  any 
foreign  Power,  or  with  Aaron  Burr,  in  a  project  against 
the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Spain,  or  to  dismember 
these  United  States,  and  to  inquire  generally  into  the 
conduct  of  the  eaid  James  Windnson,  as  Brigadier 
General  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Stfites^  report,  thai 
they  have  had  under  consideration  the  several  subjects 
of  inquiij,  and  have  investigated  them. to  the  utmost 
of  their  power  since  die  time  of  their  appointment, 
bat  from  the  limited  period  in  which  they  have  acted, 
and  from  the  extensive  and  complicated  nature  of  the 
robjecte,  they  are  .under  the  [necessity  of  stating  that 
they  have  not  been  able  to  make  any  thorough  and 
oonclunve  investigation  of  the  objects  of  their  inquixy. 

Such  testimony,  however,  as  they  have  been  able  to 
procure,  they  bei^  leave  to  submit  as  part  of  this  report, 
and  which  may  be  refened  to  under  the  following  heads 
and  order :  ... 

In  relation  to  the  first  objects  of  ^quiry,  to  wit :  ^e 
tseeipt  of  money  by  Creaeral  WUkineon  from  the  Span- 
ish Government  or  its  agents,  refer  to  the 

Deposition  of  John  Ballenger,  No.  5. 

Letter  from  £van  Jones*  m.  6. 

Depoeitione  of  F.  I^nglois,  dated  the  29th  of  De- 
cember, 1808,  containing  twopxiginal  letters  to  himself 
from  the  Baron  do  Garondelet,  dated  the  28th  of  Janu- 
ary and  28th  of  June,  Ko.  7. 

General  Wilkinson's  letter  to  John  Adair,  dated  Au- 
gust 7, 1795,  No.  7. 

Beposidon  of  Dominique  Bouligny,  No.  8. 

Deposition  of  Thomas  Power,  No.  9. 

Depoeition  of  WiHiam  MiUer,  No.  11. 

Letter  from  Joeeph  Collins,  marked  A. 

Thomas  PorteH's  copy,  in  his  own  handwritiiig,  of 
tha  Bsiott  de  Carondelet's  instmetionB  to  hims  dated 
Jumanr  20, 1790,  with  a  translation  thereof  from  the 
Spaoiah,  No.  14. 

Correipottdenee  between  Thomas  Power  and  Don 
Thomas  Portell,  Noe.  16  and  16. 

Dspodtion  of  Thomas  Power,  No.  17. 

DeJMntiQn  of  Andrew  BUisotl,  No.  19. 

Thomas  Powec's  letter  to  the  Baron  de  Garondelet, 
No.  20. 

Thomas  Power's  letter  to  QoTecnor  Gayoao^iio.  21. 


Thomas  Power's  letter  ^to  the  Baron  Carondelet, 
No.  22.. 

Thomas  Power's  letter  to  Governor  Gayoso,  No.  23. 

Elisha  Winter's  deposition,  marked  W. 

Deposition  of  James  M.  Bradfordi  No.  25. 

Deposition  of  Isaac  Briggs,  marked  I.  B. 

In  relation  to  the  second  object  of  inquiry,  to  wU : 
the  connexion  of  General  Wilkinson  widi  the  agent^ 
of  8pain  in  a  project  to  dismember  the  United  States, 
refer  to  the 

Deposition  ef  Thomas  Power,  No.  34. 

'  A  certified  copy  of  a  letter  lirom  General  James  Wil- 
kinson to  Governor  Gayoso,  in  the  handwriting  (»f 
Governor  Oayoeo,  dated  September  22,  1790,  marked 
G.Y.        ^ 

Oeneral'WilkinsQn's  aeeret  instroctiona  to  Thomas 
Power,  in  the  handwriting  of  Philip  Noland,  No.  95* 

Thmnas  Power's  letter,  to  the  Baron  de  Carondelet, 
No.  36. 

Baron  deXarondelet's  letter  to  Thomas  Power, 
No.  38. 

Thomaa  Power's  Iett^r.1o  the  Baron  de  Carondelet, 
No.  40. 

General  James  Wilkiaeon's  letter  to  Thomaa  Power, 
No.  42.  , 

Thomas  Power's  letter  to  Governor  Gayoso,  No,  43. 

General  James  Wilkinson's  letter  to  Thomas  Power, 
No.  70.  ' 

Baron  de  Carpndelet's  letter  to  Thomas  Pcswer, 
No.  44. 

Daniel  Clarke!s  deposition.  No.  49. 

In  relation  to  the  third  oiyecl  cf  inquiry,  to  wit: 
Genefal  Wilkinson's  coimexion  with  Aaron  Burr,  re- 
fer to 

The  depeattion  of  Daniel  Clarke,  before  referred  to, 
No.  46. 

Oeneiml  Wilkineon'e  letter  to  John  Adair,  No.  48. 

Evidence  of  General  Wilkhason,  as  oommumcated 
to  Congress,  of  November  83,  1807,  with  the  Presi- 
dent's Message. 
'  Ditto,  ditto. 

Letter  from  General  Wilkinson,  to  Daniel  Clarke, 
June  9, 1805,  marked  X. 

President's  Message  to  Cmigress,  28d  Nov.,  1807. 

Wilkmson's  letter  to  Colonel  McKee,  President's 
Meesage  to  Congrees,  ditto. 

Mr.  TaxeweU's  evidence,  Pi^sident's  Message  to 
Oongrsss,  ditto. 

Letter  in  cipher  from  Burr  to  WUkineon,  dated  22d 
July,  as  deciphered  by  a  memb^  of  the  grand  jury  at 
Richmond. 

General  Jonathan  Dayton's  letters  to  Wilkinson  in 
cipher,  President's  Message. 

Wilkineon'e  deposition.  No*  8,  of  the  report  of  Bmnr's 
trial,  ai^'Oommuiiieated  to  Congrese. 

Extraot  of  WiUdnsonv's  letter  to  the  Preslderit,  sent 
by  Smith,  dated  21st  October,  1800,  President's  Mes- 
sage. 
'  In  relation  to  the  fourth  point  of  inquiry,  to  wit :  the 
conduct  of  General  Wilkinson,  as  Brigadier  General 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  refer  to  the 

Deposition  of  William  Simmons,  Esq.,  letter  8. 

Deposition  of  Captain  George  Peter,  letter  P. 

Deposition  ef  Captain  Wm,  E.  WilUams,  letter  W. 

Deposition  of  John  Smith,  letter  H. 

Letter  from  William  Simmons,  Esq.,  enclosing  aa- 
tracts  A,  B,  CD. 

Letter  from  General  Wilkinson  to  Daniel  Clarke, 
No.  71. 
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The  eomnuttee  think  propar,  «lto,  to  Bubmit  the  Ibl- 
owing  papem  reltting  to  tobaeco  and  other  commer- 
cial transaotiona  in  which  General  Wilkinioii  waa  con- 

c^nedyfrom  the  month  of in  the  year  1788,  to  the 

month  of—  in  the  year  1790,  to  wit : 

General  WiHunionVi  account  cunrent  with  Clark  & 
Reea,  in  the  handwriting  of  Philip  Noland,  dated  the 
8th  of  August,  1787,  No.  27. 

Philip  i^oland'a  account  of  aalea  of  tobacco,  dated 
September  21^  1790,  No.  29. 

Wiikinaon'a  account  current  with  Clark  de  Reea, 
dated  May  1, 1789,  contained  in  th^  acooont  book, 
page  30. 

Wilkinaon's  le^r  to  Clark  de  Reea^  dated  June  the 
2d,  1790,  No.  31. 

Wilkinaon'a  letter  to  Clark  and  Rees,  dated  May  the 
20th,  1790,  No.  30. 

Wilkinaon's  and  Dunn's  aooount  <!nrrentwiUi  Clark 
and  Reea,  dated  August  29,  l789»  and  6th  September, 
1789,  with  Wilkhison'a  order  and  Noland'a  reoeipt  for 
balance.  No.  82. 

Philip  Nolaad's  declaration,  dated  September  XOj 
1790. 

Wilkinson's  aooduutable  receipt,  No.  4. 
^  Articles  of  agreement  between  Wilkinaoa  and  Duin, 
and  Clark,  senior. 

Letter  from  General  Wilkinson  to  Daniel  Clarke, 
relative  to  the  Plain  Tale,  No,  2. 

In  making  the  last  preceding  statement  the  commit- 
tee beg  leave  to  remark,  that,  from  an  examination*  of 
the  sentence  of  the  military  court  of  inquiry,  ordered -at 
the  requen  of  General  Wilkinson,  and  of  which  Colo* 
nel  Burbeck  was  President,  it  appears  that  the  tobacco 
transactions  of  General  Wilkinson  at  New  Orleaos  in 
1789  a^d  1790  constituted  a  material  part  of  that  in- 
quiry, i^d  that  a  copy  of  an  account  current  waa  laid 
beibze  the  aiid  oouit  by  General  Wilkinson  and  deag* 
n«ted  by  No,  — ^^,  aad  several  letters  aecompanying 
aaid  account,  auppoaed  hy  the  court  to  be  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Philip  Noland,  the  agent  of  Genesal  Wil- 
kinson. 

The  committee,  eonoaiving  that  the  papeEs  collected 
by  said  court  would  aid  them  in  their  inTeatigation, 
made  application  for  those  papers  to  the  Se^etary  of 
War,  but  were  unable  to  obtain  them,  they  having 
been  taken  from  the  office  by  General  Wilkinson,  as 
appears  from  the  deposition  of  John  Smith,  chief  derlt 
in  the  War  Office.  The  committee  then  directed  a 
•ubpoana  to  General  Wilkinson,  requiring  him  to  send 
or  produce  all  the  papers  which  had  been  used  or  col- 
lected by  the  said  court,  in  bbedience  to  which  General 
Wilkiikson  sent  to  the  committee  a  packet  of  papers 
which  did  not  contain  either  the  account  and  iettera 
reftrred  to  in  the  aentenee  of  tiie  court,  or  the  defence 
of  General  Wilkinson,  nor  have  the  committee  been 
ftble  to  procure  them,  and,  consequently  have  notched 
it  in  their  power  to  compare  the  eccounts  herewith  ex- 
hibited with  those  which  were  laid  before  the  military 
court  of  inquiry.  For  the  further  elucidation,  rdfor  to 
Walter  Jones'a  deposition,  marked  W.  J, 

The  committee  alao  submit  the  deposition  of  Daniel 
W.  Coxe,  authenticating  the  papers,  to  which  he  spe- 
cially refers,  marked  D.  W«  C. 

Mr  Gholson  observed  that  the  reading  of  the 
documents  accofnpanyiDg  the  report  would  take 
until  midnight,  at  least,  and  he  hoped  there  would 
be  00  objection  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of 
them. 

No  one  objecting,  the  reading  of  the  docnments 


was  dispensed  with,  and  the  wlfole  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

[For  the  whole  Report,  see  Appendix.] 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURftE. 

The  House  resumed  tKe  consideration  of  the 
bill  concerning  commercial  intercourse  betweca 
the  Cnited  States  and  Qreat  Britain  aod  France 

Mr.  Gbolbom's  amendment  offered  before  tht 
House  adjourned  yesterday,  waa  decided  to  be 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  Randolpb  moved  (o  postpone  the  farther 
consrderation  of  the  bill  indefinitely,  with  a  riew 
to  take  up  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Naral  £slaJ>- 
llshment. 

Mr.  Dana  said  he  should  Tote  for  this  motioa 
now,  though  he  had  roted  a^iost  if  yesterday, 
because  he  now  saw  it  was  impossibie  to  Ufcrtt 
OB  any  profision  for  the  protectioD  of  our  com- 
merce. 

T^e  question  was  deefded  by  yeas  and  nays- 
yeas  .30,  nays  56,  as  follows : 

YiAS — WiOism  W. Bibb,  Jsmes  Breckenridge,  John 
Campbell,  William  Chsmberlin,  Epaphroditos  Cham- 
pion, Matthew  Clay,  Samael  W.  Dana,  Jaffles  Emott, 
David  8.  Garland, Daniel  Heister,  Richard  Jsckaon,  jr., 
Robert  Jenkins,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joeeph  Lewis.*  jssiar, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBryde, 
William  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  F^- 
son,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Daniel  She^ey,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, John  Stanley,  Jacob  Swoope,  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
and  Laban  Wheaton. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderaoo,  Ese- 
kiel  Bacon,  Burwell  Bassett,  John  Brown,  Wiiliara  A. 
Burwell,  Joseph  Calhonn,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb, 
James  COchran,  Orchard  Cook,  James  Cos,  William 
Crawford,  Richard  Catts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha, 
William  Findley,  Meshsck  Franklin,  BaisiUai  Gannett, 
Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones, 
William  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyie,  Robert 
Marion,  Stonel  McKee,  Alexander  McKhn,  John 
Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moors,  Jer- 
emiah Morrow,  Gordon  8.  Mamford,  Roger  Nebon, 
Thofflss  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  John 
Res  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Mat- 
thias Richards,  John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas 
Bammons,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt, 
John  Smilie,*  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Saffloel 
Smith,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  and  Chades 
Turner,  jon. 

A  vertMil  amendment  to  the  bill  being  under 
consideration — 

Mr.  CtoiNeT  spoke  against  it,  and  dilated  at 
large  on  the  evils  which  would  result  from  sueh 
heavy  duties  as  were  proposed  by  this  billy  which 
would  beeome  a  law^  as  far  as  in  the  power  of 
this  House  to  make  it  so^  wJienerer  tkis  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RanDolpb  moved  that  the  }nii  lie  on  the 
table,  with  a  view  of  adjourning  to  five  or  six 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  as  many  membere  hsd 
gone  to  dinner^  and  there  was  scarcely  aquoroffi. 

Messrs^  J.  Q.  Jaoksok  amf  Gholsoh  opposed 
the  motion.  It  was  Important,  they  said,  to  de- 
cide on  this  bill  now,  and  send  it  to  the  SenatSi 
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after  which  ikef  were  wilUiig  to  adjourafor  ao 
hoar. 

The  motioa  to  Heoa  the  table  was  lo^«— 37  for 
it,  aod  40  against  it. 
Mr.  Randolph  renewed  the  motion  for  indefi- 
;  site  postponement  of  the  bill,  wbich  was  nega- 
tired— 52  to  22. 
The  House  now  (about  foiyr  o^loek)  found  itself 
I  witboataqttoram,  ia  eoasei|ueneeof  seveml  mem- 
,  hers  goioff  out  jit  onee« 

TheooTjr  qaestion  on  the  Senate's  ameadmenta 
reiaainiag  to  be  taken  was  qierelf  a  verbal  one. 
iDToiving  no  prioei pie,  except  that  tke  bill  eoald 
.  not  be  returned  to  the  Senate  until  it  was  decided 
in  one  waj  or  other. 
Al  length  a  qoomm  appeared* 
A  motion  was  made  lo  lay>  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble, ia  order  to  adjouro.   Lost-— ayes  17,  noes  6^. 
A  qaesiioo  was  takes  on  the  uaeadmeDt  now 
lematnii^,  wbeo  the  SpcAxaR  coonted.  thirteen 
io  the  aflSrmative,  and  sixty*>two  in  the  Begaim, 
four  more  than  sufficient  to  form  a  qoornm^ 

A  second  coant  was  called  for  by  Mr.  Rah- 
.  DOLPB,  which  produced  the  same  result* 

Mr.  Rahaolpb  called  for  a  third  count,'  nlleg- 
'  log  (hat  one  member  had  been  counted  twice, 
bariog  risen  on  both  sides  of  the  qaestron.     ^ 

Theniember  alluded  to  (Mr.  Whitbhill)  said, 
he  (ose  inadvertently,  and  immediately  resumed 
bis  seat,  and  was  not  counted. 
Mr.  Ra]ioolf»  said,  he  bad  na  idea  that  the 

Stieman  intended  to  be  eoonled  twice,  but  h^ 
ered  be  had  been. 

The  SnAKm  said  he  bad  not  eoimted  the  gen* 
lieflnn. 

The  Hoae  a^in  divided,  when  there  were 
twere  affirmatires  and  siiccy-iliree  negatives. 

The  amendments  having  thus  been  all  decided. 
OQ—on  motion  of  Mr.  Qbolson,  it  was  resolved  ro 
appoint  conOrees  to  meet  sttcb  as  should!  be  ap* 
pointed  by  the  Senate  to  confer  on  the  disagreeing 
rotes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill. 

Messrs.  BAesBTT,  Smilis,  and  BAeoH.were  ac- 
cordinglj  appointed. 

The  House  adjourned  for  ode  hour,  a  call  of 
ihe  House  having  been  ordered  at  six  o'clock. 

Evening  SfUting, 

The  call  having  been  made,  a  qnorum  a]»- 
peared— 

The  bill  fixing  the  eompensntion  of  Ministers 
and  Consols  «n  the  eoast  of  Barbery,  dbe.^  was 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infonaed  the  House 
tbattheSenatesgieecotheeoaferenee  asked  by  this 
Hcfise  OB  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Honser 
to  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  concerning  the  com- 
mercial intereoarae  belwwn  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  depen- 
dencies) and  finr  other  purposes." 

Mr.  Al8ton,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasorv,  relative  to  ad* 
noces  of  pnblic  moneys  to  William  Short,  made 
« report  thereon  s  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
M)  lie  on  the  inhkb 

11th  Ck>M.  2d  S£sa.— 65 


A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hons^ 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  that  nart  of  their 
fonrth  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  /*  An  act 
concerning  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France: 
and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes,'' 
which  proposes  to  insert  a  new  section  as  the 
fourth  section  of  the  bill ;  and  they  adhere  to  all 
their  other  amendments  to  the  said  bill.  The 
Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ^'Ao  act  for 
the  relief  of  Margaret  Lapaley,  Qrove  Pomeroy, 
Arthur  Sl  Clair,  David  Blackwell,  Lucy  Dixon, 
and  John  Murray/'  with  amendments. 

TITLES  or  NOBILITY. 

Mr.  Macoii  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  respecting 
titles  of  nobility,  dbc.  He  said  he  coosidered  the 
vote  on  this  question  as  deciding  whether  or  not 
we  were  to  have  members  of  theLegion  of  Honor 
in  this  country. 

Tjie  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  W^ole  on  the  resolution.  It  was  agreed 
to,  and  reported  to  the  Hou^e. 

No  amendment  was  offered  in  the  House,  and 
tbe  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  a  third  time,  as 
follows : 

*'JlesolM4  Iku  fke  Senate  mtd  Ifouie  of  R^rteent" 
oHeee  tf  the  OnUed  StfUte  of  Amenea,  «s  Cmgteee 
qeeembUd^  t#o-Chirds  of  both  Houses  eeacorring,  That 
the  following  seeCten  be  submitted  to  the  LegMatures 
of  the  seversl.  States,  which,  srhen  ratified  by  the  Le* 
gislaturesof  thiee-lborths  of  the  States,  shall  be  valid 
and  binding  as  a  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States: 

<«If  any  cttisen  of  the  Unifeed  Simtes  shall  aeeept, 
olahtti  receive,  or  letsin,  any  title  of  nobilily  or  honor, 
or  shallf  without  the  consent  of  Congress,  accept  or 
retain  any  present,  penslpn,  office,  or  emolument,  of 
any  kind  whatever,  from  any  person.  King,  Prince,  er 
foreign  Power,  snch  person  shall  cease  to  be  a  citken 
of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  incapable  of  holding 
any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  them,  or  either  of 
them." 

And  on  the  question  that  the  same  do  pass^  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  87,  naya  3, 
as  follows : 


YsAS— Willis  Alston,  jmL»  WiUism  Andemon,  Bae- 
Baeoo^  David  Bsrd,  Bnrwall  Baaaett,  WiUiaa  W. 
Bibb,  Daniel  BtoisdeU,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Bsscfcen* 
ridge,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bni^ 
wdl,  William  Butler,  Joieph  Calhoun,  William  Cham- 
berlin,  Matthew  Clay,  Jobn  Clo^n,  Howell  Cobb, 
James  Ccchrma,  James  Cox,  Wilham  Crawford,]Udi- 
ard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Josejph  Desha,  William  Eify, 
James  Emott,  William  Findley,  Meshaek  Franklin* 
BaiziUai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland, 
Thomas  Gfaolson,  Petemn  Ooodwyn,  Daniel  Heister, 
Jscob  Ha%,  John  G.  Jackson,  Robert  Jenkins,  Wsl- 
ter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  Joseph  Lewis,  Jan.,  John 
Love,  Matthew  Lyon,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Robert  Marion,  Archibald  McBryde.  Samuel  McKee, 
Alexander  McKim,  WiHiam  Milnor,  John  Montgomeiy^ 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  MoneW, 
ionatfaan  O.  Meseley«  CNirdoA  8.  Moaifoi^  Begcr 
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Nelaon,  ThoniM  Newton,  John  Niekdlton,  Joseph 
Peanon,  Timulhj  Pitkin,  jiin^  John  Pnrter,  Elisha  R. 
Potter,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Ebeneur  Sage,  Thom- 
as Sammons,  Adam  Sejbert,  Samnel  Shaw,  Daniel 
•  Sheffey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Samael  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard 
Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Jacob  Swoope,  John  Taylor, 
John  Thompson,  Charles  Tarner,  jun.,  Archibald  Van 
Horn,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill,  and  James 
Wilson. 

Nats— -Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Rhea  of  Tennes- 
see, and  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer. 

PUBUC  BUILpiNGS. 

The  Hoase  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  farther  appropri- 
ations for  completing  the  Capitol,  6ce, 

Considerable  debate  took  place  on  the  proposed 
appropriations:  Messrs.  Randolph  and  W.  Als- 
Toiff  opposing  them  ;  and  Messrs.  Lewis,  Macon, 
Lton,  KfiYf  and  Lovfi,  sUpporliog  them. 

The  House  refused  the  appropriation  for  com- 
pleting the  wall  around  the  President's  square, ap- 
propriating, however^  five  thousand. dollars  for 
ihe  repair  of  the  President's  house. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  offered  the  following  section 
w»  an  ameodment  to  the  bill,  which  was  agreed  to: 

**And  be  it  further  auteted.  That  it  shall  he  the 
duty  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  City,  prior  to  any 
iurther  advances  of  money  being  made,  to  call  for  all 
claims  due  on  account  of  materials  furnished,  or  work 
done,  on  the  pubUc  buildings,  in  order  that  the  same 
may  be  liquidated  and  paid." 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  as 
amended.   . 

The  re))ort  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Bassbtt,  from  the  committee  of  confer- 
ence appointed  on  the  disagreeing  vote  of  the 
two  Houses  on  the  bill  concerning  commercial 
intercourse,  reported  that,  after  a  full  and  free 
conference,  they  recommend  that  the  House  of 
Representatives  recede  from  their  disagreement 
to  all  the  Senate's  amendments  but  one,  vi2:  the 
convoy  section,  and  that  the  Senate  recede  from 
that  one. 

The  House  resnined  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  Capitol,  dbc, 
which,  however,  was  again  laid  on  the  table,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Randolpb— 40  to  38,  to  make  way 
for  the  reading  of  a  message  received  some  hoars 
before  from  the  President. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE  BILL. 

The  House  then  took  up,  60  to  17,  the  bill  con- 
cerning commercial  intercourse,  dbc,  which  had 
been  received  from  the -Senate,  and  amended  as 
proposed  by  the  committee  of  conference. 

Mr.  Bassett  explained  the  operation  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  conference  to  be,  that 
the  Senate  yield  the  convoy  system,  and  the 
House  yield  the  additional  duty. 

Mr.  Qdinoy  said  the  result  was,  in  other  words, 
a  sort  of  bargain  that,  if  the  Senate  would  agree 
not  lo  protect  commerce,  the  House  would  agrea 


not  to  hurden  the  People  with  an  ttddiiional  tu 
of  three  millions  or  dollars. 

Mr.  doiNCT  mod  others  «omplciaed  chat  they 
could  not  understand  the  precise  bearing  of  tke 

amend  rpvo^* 

Mr.  Lyon  said  he  could  not  anderstand  uj- 
thing  about  it;  and,  as  others  appeared  in  tie 
sime  predicament)  he  moved  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  indefiniiely. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  said,  that  the  only  reason  gircs 
for.  postponement,  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, was,  that  heceald^oot  anderstand  the  bill 
As,  he  presumed,  every  one  else  did  andeniaDd 
it,  and  tne  House  were  not  oUiced  to  f Ornish  tht 
gentleman  with  understanding,  he  hoped  his  wiat 
of  comprehension  would  be  no  argnment  agaiast 
the  bill. 

Messrs.  Quincy  and  Dana  spoke  io  favor  <rf 
indefinite  postponement,  because  they  wereaniost 
the  remaining  features  of  the  bill,  particalarif  tk 
authority  to  renew  the  non-interconrse  agiissi 
either  belliffereqt  on  a  certain  event,  which  evest 
they  said,  depended  on  the  will  or  caprice  of  a 
Sovereign  of  a  foreign  PoWer. 

The  qaestion  on  indefinite  postponement  wii 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  27,  nays  64,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YxAS — Dsniel  Blaisdell,  Jsmos  Breckenrii^  John 
Campbell,  WilHam  Chamberlin,  Eptphroditas  Chaa- 

Sion  Samuel  W.  Dsna,  William  Ely,  James  Eawtt, 
tichsrd  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Joseph  Lewk. 
Jan.,  Mstthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Mscou,  Arefaibaid  Me- 
firyde,  William  Milnor,  Jossph  Pearaoa,  Tmotfar 
Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qaiacy,  John 
Randolph,  Daniel  Shefiey,  John  Stmnley,  Jacsob  Swoops, 
Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  RaasseUsr,  Ls- 
ban  WhiMtont  and  James  Wilson. 

N A,rs— WUlis  Alston,  juo^  William  Anderson,  Eie- 
ktel  Baoon,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adsa 
Boyd,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  Butiec, 
Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Cloolon,  James 
Cochran*  Orchard  Cook,  James  Cox,  WiihsB  Craw- 
ford, Richard  Cutts»  John  Dawson,  JoKph  Dcaha, 
WUliam  Findley,  Meshsck  Franklin,  BarsBai  Gan- 
net,  Gideon  Gardner,  Darid  S.  Garland,  Thos.  Ghol- 
son,  Peterson  Goodwvn,  Jacob  Hnfty,  John  O.  Jack- 
son, Walter  Jones,  Wdlism  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Asms 
Ljle,  Robert  Marion,  Samael  McKee,  Alexander  Mc- 
Kim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholif 
R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdmi 
S.  Mamford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Jobs 
Nicholson,  John  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvaaia. 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Joha 
Roane,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Adsm  Ssy- 
bert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Saiihs,6earr 
Smi^,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Rkhsid  Staa- 
ford,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Charles  Tansr, 
Jan.,  Robert  Weakley,  and  Robert  WhttehiH 

The  House  then  concurred  in  the  report  of  the 
eommittee  of  conference  without  a  dirisioa,  after 
hearing  a  speech  of  half  an  hour  from  Mr.  Wans- 
TONt  against  the  bilL 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  ComnittreoC 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
'*An  act  allowing  compensation  to  Robert  Rob- 
inson." The  bill  was  reported  wtthoot  aoead- 
ment,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
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Mat,  1810. 


Adjommmeni, 


H.  OP  R. 


A  message  from  the  Senate  laformed  the  Hoase 
that  the  Senate  hafe  appointed  a  committee  on 
their  part,  jointly,  with  such  committee  as  may 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  Hoase,  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  iaforili 
him  of  the  proposed  recess  of  Congress. 

The  Hoase  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^Aa  act 
for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Lapslef,  Qtore  Pome- 
rojr,  Arthur  St.  Clair,  Darid  Blackwell,  Lucjr- 
Dixon,  and  John  Marray ;"  aird  the  same  being 
resd,  were  eoDcorred  in  by  the  Hoase. 

The  amendment  to  the  title  being  to  strike  out 
"Margaret  Lapslejr,  GroTe  Pomeroy,  Dafid 
Blackwell,  Lqey  Dixon,  and  John  Murray,"  was 
also  eoncarred  in  6v  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for' 
completing  the  Capitol,  and.  for  other  purposes, 
was  read  the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  HoQse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian 
tretties."  The  Committee  reported  their  agree- 
roeot  to  the  amendments,  which  were  concurred 
io  by  the  House. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  the  Clerk  of  the 
Hoose  was  authorized  to  pay,  out  of  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  the  House,  to  Thomas  Clazton,  jr., 
and  James  Clazton,  the  sum  of  on^  hundred  dol- 
lars each,  for  their  serfices  during  the  present 
«mion. 


The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resola« 
tionfrom  the  Senate  to  appoint  a  joint  commit- 
tee to  wait  on  the  President,  and  acquaint  him^of 
the  proposed  recess  of  Consrress;  and  the  same 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House;  and  Messrs. 
Crawford  and  Roan b  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Findlbt,  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  was  directed  to  pay  out  of  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  House,  to  John  Pf^ilips,  Btextiua 
Spalding,  John  B.  Boarman,  Richard  Steward 
Thomas  White,  and  George  Cooper,  the  sum  of 
Qfty  doltars'eaen,  in  addition  to  theU  usual  com- 
pensation. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate,  hafing  completed  the  legislatire 
business  before  them,  are  r^ady  to  a^ourn. 

Mr.  Crawford,  from  the  joint  committee  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
inform  him  of  the  proposed  recess  of  Congress^ 
reported  that  the' committee  had  performed  that 
service,  and  that  the  President  informed  them 
that  he  had  no  farther  communication  to  make 
to  Congress  during  the  present  session. 

OnUredf  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate to  inform  them  that  thift  House  are  pow  ready 
to  adjourn ;  and  that  the  Clerk  do  go  with  the 
said  message. 

The  Clerk  accordingly  went  with  the  said  mes- 
sage; and,  being  returned^  theSpBAKBR  adjourned 
l|ie  Hpuse  until  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next. 
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APPENDIX 

TO  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  ELEVENTH  CONGRESiS. 

[FIRST  AND  SECOMTD  SESSIONS.]    , 
[COMPRISING  THE  M08T  OfPOIlTANT  I>0CUMENT8  ORIGINATING  DURING  THAT  COli. 

emfles,  and  thb  public  acts  passed  bt  it 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 

4  • 

[Cotnaivnioatid  M«3f  tl8»  md  Jima  10,  1609;] 
Mr.  Enkiae  to  Mr.  Sttif h. 

WASHiNOtoK,  A!pnl  17, 1809. 

Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  inforcn  jroa,  that  I 
baTe  received  His  Majesty's  com  ma  Da  to  repre- 
sent to  the  Gk)Teroment  of  the  Uoited  States,  that 
His  Majesty  is  animated  by  the  most  sincere  de- 
lire  for  an  adjustmeDt  of  the  differences  which 
bare  qd happily  so  lon^  prevailed  between  the 
two  coantnes,  the  recapitnlation  of  which  might 
lare  a  tendency  to  impede,  if  not  prevent  an  ami- 
table  onderstaiidtng.  '  / 

It  having  been  represented  to  His  Majesty's 
Govern  men  t,  that  t&e  Congress  ef  the  Uoited 
States,  in  their  proceedings  at  the  opening  of  the 
ast  session,  had  evinced  ap  intention  of  passing 
«rtaia  laws  which  would  place  th^  relations  of 
jrreat  Britain  with  the  United  States  upon  an 
qnal  footing,au  rU  respects,  with  the  other  bel- 
igerebt  Powers,  I  have  accordingly  received  His 
Majesty's  commands,  in  the  event  of  such  laws 
aking  place,  to  offer,  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty, 
tn  hoDorahle  reparation  for  the  a^greaaion,  conv- 
nitted  by  a  British  naval  officer,  in  the  attack  6n 
he  United  States'  frigate  Chesapeake. 

Considering  the  act  passed  by  the  Congress  of 
he  United  States,  on  the '1st  of  March,  (usually 
ermed  the  non-intercourse  act,)  as  having  pro- 
iaccd  a  state  of  equality  in  the  relations  of  the 
wo  belligerents  Powers,  with  respect  to  the  Uni- 
ed  States,  I  hare  to  submit^  conformably  to  in- 
tructiobs,  for  the  c6nsideration  of  the  American 
JVC  vera  meat,  such  terms  of  satisfaction  and  repa- 
atioD,  as  His  Majesty  isiodaeed  to  believe  will 
«  aeeepted  in  the  same  spirit  of  conciliation' with 
rbich  the^  are  proposed. 

In  addition  to  the  prompt,  disavowal  made  by 
lis  Majestj,on  being  apprized  of  the  anamhorizea 
ict,  committed  by  his  naval  officer,  whose  recall, 
IS  a  mark  of  the  King's  displeasace,  from  ahighly 
mportant  and  honorable  command,  immediately 
>Bsttedy  His  Majesty. is  willing,  to  restore  the  men 
brcibly  taken  ont  of  the  Chesapeake^  and,  if  ac« 
!eptable  to  the  American  Government,  to  make 
;  suitable  provision  for  the  unfortunate  sufferfrs 
m  that  occasion.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

D.  M.  BRSKINB. 

Hoo.  RonaT  Smith,  4o. 


Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Erskins. 

DBPARTMSaT  OP  StATI, 

Ji}jHll7, 18091 

Sir  :  I  have  laid  before  the  President  yoar  nota^ 
in  which  yon  have,  it^  the  name  and  hy  the  order 
of  His  Britannic  Aifajesty,  deelandthat  His  Bri» 
tannic  Majesty  is  desirous  of  making  an  honoia^ 
hie  reparation  for  the  aggression  committed  by  a 
British  naval  oflSoer  in  the  atuek  on  the  United 
Stiites'  frigate  the  Chesapeake ;  that,  in  additioa 
to  his  prompt  disavowal  of  the  act,  His  Majestfi 
as  a  mark  of  his  displeasure,  did  immediately  r^ 
call  the  offeadiag  officer  from  a  highly  importaal 
and  honorable  dommaiid;  and  that  he  is  williag 
to  restore  the  men  forcibly  taken  out  of  the  Chem- 
peake,  and,  if  acceptable  to  the  American  Gbr- 
ernment,  to  make  a  suitable  provision  for  the  iia^- 
fortunate  sufforers  on  that  occasion. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  having, 
at  all  times,  entertained  a  sincere  desire  for  an 
adjustment  of  Ae  differences  which  have  so  long 
and  so4inhappily  subsisted  between  the  two  coon- 
trie^  the  President  cannot  bat  receive  with  plea- 
sore  assnraneei^  that  His  Britannic  Majesty  is 
ani.mated  by  the  same  dispositioa,  and  that  he  ia 
ready,  in  confbrmity  to  this  disposition,  to  make 
atonement  for  the  insult  and  aggression  commit** 
ted  by  one  of  his  naval  officers  in  the  attack  on 
the  United  States'  frigate  the  Chesapeake. 

As  it  appears,  at  the  same  time^  that,  in  making 
this  offer,  His  Britannic  Majesty  deri ves a  motite 
from  the  eqQalitv,  ndW  existing,  in  the  relations 
of  the  United  States  with  the  two  beUigerent 
Powers,  the  President  owes  it  to  the  occasion,  and 
to  himself,  to  let  it  be  understood  that  this  equal* 
ity  is  a  result  incident  to  a  state  of  things,  grow- 
ingottt  of  distinct -considerations.  v 

With  this  explanation,  as  requisite  as  it  isfrank^ 
I  am  aatborized  to  inform  you  that  the.President 
accepts  the  note  delivered  by  you,  in  the  naoM- 
and  by  the  brder  of  His  Britannic  Msjesty,  and 
will  consider  the  same,  with  the  enga^ment  con^ 
tained  therein^when  fulfilled,  as  a,  satisfaeiion  far 
the  inshlt  and  injury  of  which  he  hascomplainod^ 
Bat  I  have  it  in  express  chaise  from  the  Presi-' 
dent  to  state,  that,  while  he  torbears  to  insist  oa* 
a  further  punishment  of  the  offending  officers  hft 
is  not  the  less  sensible  of  the  justice  and  nttnl^- 
ofsucVan  example,  nor  the  less  ^rsaaded  that  it 
would  best  comport  with  what  is  dae  fvoon  Hia 
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BriCannie  Majesty  to  his  own  honor.    I  have  the 
hooor  to  be.  &0.  R.  SMITH. 

Hob.  D.  M.  Esskinb,  &c. 


Mr.  Enkine  to  Mr.  Smith. 

•  * 

Washington,  April  18, 1809. 

Sib  :.  I  have  the  honor  of  ii^forming  you  that 
His  Msjesty,  bavinff  been  persuaded  that  the  hon- 
orable reparation  iwliich  he  had  caused  to  be  ten- 
dered for  the  unaathorized  attack  upon  the  Aqaer- 
iean  frigate  Chesapfake,  Would  be  accepted  by 
the  Gk>rerninjent  of  the  United  States  in  tne  same 
spirit  of  conciliation  with  which  it  was  proposed, 
has  instructed  me  to  express  his  satisfaction)  should 
such  a  happy  termination  of  that  affair  take  place, 
sot  only  as  having  removed  a  painful  cause  of 
difference,  but  as  affording  a  fair  prospect  of  a 
complete  and  cordial  understanding  being  re-es- 
tablished betweeii  the  two  countries*  ^ 

The  favorable  change  in  thd  relations  of  His 
Majesty  with  the  United  States,  which  has  been 
produced  by  the  act  (usually  termed  the  non-in- 
tercourse act)  passed  in  the  last  session  of  Con- 
C»s,  was  also  aniteipated  by  His  Majest]r.,  and 
s  encouraged  a  further  hope  that  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  existing  differences  might  lead  to  their 
satisfactory  adjustment. 

On  these  grounds  and  expectations^  I  am  in- 
structed to  communicate  to  the  American  Gov- 
ernment His  Majesty's  determination  of  sending 
to  the  United  States  an  Envoy  Sxtraordinary, 
invested  with  full  powers  to  conclude  a  trei^ty  on 
all  the  points  of  the  relations  between  the  two 
countries. 

In  the  mean,  time,  with  a  view  to  contribute  to 
the  attainment  of  so  desirable  an  object.  His  Ma- 
jesty would  be  willing  to  withdraw  his  Orders  in 
Council  of  January  and  November,  1807,  so  far 
as  respects  the  United  States,  in  the  persuasion 
that  tne  President  would  issue  a  proclamation  for 
the  renewal  of  the  intercourse  with  Great  Britain, 
and  that  whatever  difference  of  opinion  should 
arise  in  the  interpretation  of  the  terms  of  such 
an  agreement,  will  be  removed  in  the  proposed 
negotiation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be/dx. 

D.M.BRSKINB. 
'   Hon.  Robert  Sititn,  dc.c. 


I  am  further  authorized  to  assoro  yon,  that  in 
caie  His  Britannic  Majesty  should,  in  the  mean 
time,  withdraw  bis  Orders  in  Council  of  January 
and  November,  1807,  so  far  as  respects  the  United 
States,  the  President  will  not  fail  to  issue  a  pro- 
clamation, by  virtue  of  the  authority,  and  for  the 
purposes  specified  in  the  eleventh  section  of  the 
statute  cofnikionly  called  the  non-intercoarae  act 

J  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

R.  SMITH. 

Hon.  D.  Bbbkins,  4c. 


Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Erskine. 

DflfASTHENT  or  BtaTB, 

AprU  18, 1809. 
'  Sir:  The  note,  which  I  had  the  honor  of  re- 
eeivinff  from  you  this  day,  I  lost  no  time  in  lay- 
ing before  the  President,  who,  being  sincerely  de» 
siroos  of  a  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  differ- 
ences unhappily  existing  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States,  has  liuthorized  me  to  as- 
sure you  that  he  will  meet,  with  a  disposition  cor* 
respondent  with  that  of  His  Britannic  Majesty, 
the  determination  of  His  Majesty  to  send  to  the 
United  States  a  special  envoy,  invested  with  Aill 
powers  to  conclude  a  treaty  on  all  points  of  the 
leUtions  between  the  two  countries. 


Mr. 


to  Mr. 


Wasbinoton,  AprU  1%  1809. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  acceptance  by  the 
President,  as  stilted  in  your  lett^  dated  the  18tii 
instant,  of  the  proposals  made  bv  me  on  the  part 
of  his  Majesty,  in  my  letter  of  the  same  day,  for 
the  renewslofthe  intercourse  between  the  re- 
spective countries,  I  am  authorifted  to  declare, 
that  His  Mejesfy^s  Orders  in  Council  of  January 
and  November,  1807,  will  have  been  withdraws 
as  respects  the  United  States  on  the  lOih  day  of 
June  next. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &a. 

D.  M.  ERSKINB. 

Hon.  Robert  Smitb,  &c. 


Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Enkine. 

Department  of  State, 
April  19, 1809. 
Sir  :  Having  laid  before  the  President  your 
note' of  this  day«  containing  an  assurance  that  Hts 
Britannic  Majesty  will,  on  the  10th  day  of  Joce 
next,  have  withdrawn  his  Orders  in  Council  of 
January  and  November,  1807,  so  far  as  respects 
the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  of  inforKiiog 
yoUj  that  the  President  will,  accordingly,  and  in 
pursuance  of  the  el evehth  section  of  the  sfarofe, 
commonly  called  the  non-intercourse  act,  issue  a 

groclamation,  so  that  the  trade  of  the  United 
Itates  with  Ureat  Britain  may,  on  the  same  day, 
be  renewed  in  the.  manner  provided  in  the  said 
section. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

R.  SMITH. 
Hon.  D.  M.  fiRSKiNB,  ifcc. 


By  tkePruideni  of  the  UmUd  Siaiu. 

A  PROOLAMATIOll. 

Whereas  it  is  provided  by  the  eleTeotfa  section 
of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  **An  actto  inter^ 
'diet  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France, 
and  their  dependencies,  and  for  ctther  purposes  f* 
that,  "  in  case  either  France  or  Great  Britaia 
shall  so  revoke  or  modifv  her  edicts  as  that  they 
shall  cease  to  violate  tne  neutral  commerce  « 
the  United  States,'^  the  President  is  authorized 
to  declare  the  same  by  proclamation ;  after  which 
the  trade  suspended  by  the  said  act,  and  by  an 
act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  shifw  and  vessels  in 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  several  acts  suppl«nenlary  thereto^  may  be 
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renewed  with  the  natron  io  doioff ;  and  wheraas 
die  Hod.  David  Montague  firskine,  His  Britan- 
Bic  Majesty's  Envoy  EitiTaordinary  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary,  has,  by  the  order  and  in  the  naine 
of  his  Sovereign,  declared  to  this  (Government 
(hat  the  British  Orders  in  Conncii  of  January  and 
Noyember,  1807,  will  have  been  withdrawn,  as 
respects  the  United  States,  on  the  10th  da/  of 
Jane  next :  Now,  therefore^  I,  James  Madison, 
President  of  the  United  States,  do  hereby  pro- 
claim that  the  Orders  in  Council  aforesaid  will 
have  been  withdrawn  on  the  said  10th  day  of 
Jane  next ;  after  which  day  the  trade  of  the 
United  States  with  Great  Britain-,  as  suspended 
by  the  act  of  Congress  above-mentioned,  and  an 
act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  several  acts  sapplementary  thereto,  may  be 
renewed. 
Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  seal  of  the 
United  States,  at  Washington,  the-  nine- 
teenth day  of  April,  io  the  year  of  our 
[l.  8.]  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
nine,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  thirty-third. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 
By  the  President :       . 

R.  Smith,  Settretary  of  Slate. 


Mr.  Erskine  to  Mr.  Smith. 

.  Wasbinqton,  June  15, 1809. 

SiA :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  an 
order  of  His  Majesty  in  Council,  issued  on  the 
26ih  of  April  last. 

Io  consequence  of  official  communications  sent 
to  me  from  His  Majesty^s  Qpvernment  since  the 
adoption  of  that  measure,  I  am  enabled  to  assure 
yoQ,  that  it  has  no  connexion  whatever  with  the 
orertores  which  I  have  been  authorized  to  make 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  I  am  persuaded  that  the  terms  of  the  agree*. 
meat,  so  happily  concluded  by  the  recent  nego- 
tiation, will  be  strictly  fulfilled  on  the  part  of 
His  Majesty. 

The  internal  evidence  of  the  order  itself  would 
fully  justify  the  foregoing  construction ;  and, 
moreover,  it  will  not  have  escaped  your  notice,  that 
the  repeal  has  not  thereby  been  made  of  the  orders 
of  the  7th  of  January*  1807,  which,  according  to 
the  engagement  I  have  entered  into  on  the  part 
of  His  Majesty,  is  to  beabrogated  with  the  other 
orders,  in  consequence  of  the  adjustment  of  dif- 
ferences between  the  two  countries,  and  the  con- 
fidence entertained  of  ^  further  conciliatory  un- 
derstanding. 

i  have  the  honor  tolie,  dbc. 

<    D.M.  ERSKINE. 

Hod.  R.  Smitb,  Sui. 


the  Order  in  Couneil,  iesued  by  His  Britaame 
Majesty,  on  the  26tn  of  April  last. 

However  well  persuaded  the  President  may  at  all 
times  have  been,  that  the  arrangement,  so  happily 
effected  by  the  late  negotiation,  would  be  strictly 
fulfilled  on  the  part  of  His  Britapnic  Majesty,  he 
has,  nevertheless,  received  with  satisfaction  your 
renewed  assurance  to  that  effect,  with  the  further 
assurance,  founded  on  official  communications  to 
you  from  your  Government,  since  the  adoption 
of  the  Order  in  Council  of  the  26th  of  April,  that 
that  order  was  not  intended  to  have  any  connex- 
ion whatever  with  the  overtures  which  yon  had 
been  authorized  to  make  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States. 

I  hftve  the  honor.  &c. 

R.  SMITH. 


Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Enkine. 

DfipAftTMENT  OP  State, 
June  15, 1800. 
8ia:  i  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  note  of  this  day,  eommnnicating 


RUSSIA. 


[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  June  26;  1809.3 
To  ike  Senate  of  the  United  States  .•         . 

The  considerations  which  led  to  the  nomina- 
tion of  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  Russia,  being 
strengthened  by  evidence  since  received  of  the 
earnest  desire  of  the  Emperoc  to  establish  a  di- 
plomatic intercourse  between  the  two  countries^ 
and  of  a  disposition  in  his  Councils  favorable  to 
the  extension  of  a  commerce  mutually  advanta^ 
genus,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  extracts  from  letters 
from  General  Arthstrong  and  Consul  Harris, 
herewith  confidentislly  communicated : 

I  nominate  John  duincy  Adams,  of  Massachu- 
setts, to  be  Minister  Plenipotentiary  Cf{  the  United 
States  to  the  Cogrt  of  St.  Petersburg. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

June  26,  1800. 


y 


Mr.  Harris  to  Mr.  Madison. 

St.  Petbrsbubo, 
July  7  [19,]  1808. 

Sir  :  No  opportunity  has  oflfered  for  the  con- 
veyance of  the  enclosed  since  the  date  thereof; 
this  delay  has  enabled  me  to  transmit  you  a  copy 
of  a  note  which  has  been  written  ipe  by  the  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  Affairs,  announcing  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  de  Daschofi^  in  quality  of  Charge  d' 
Affaires'  i^d  Consul  Gieneral  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Minister,  in  a  particular  conference  I  had 
with  him,  assured  me  of  the  great  desire  of  the 
Bmperor  that  this  gentleman  should  proceed  to 
his  destination  without  delay,  and  personally 
carry  His  Majesty's  sentiments  upon  the  subject 
of  the  relations  he  wassoanxious  should  be  firm- 
ly established  bet;ween  the  two  Sia.tes. 

As  a  direct  opportunitv  to  America  is  likelyr'to 
offer  in  about  two  weeks.  I  shall  defer  writing 
you  more  pariicularly  until  then,  and  have  the 
nonor  to  remain,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

LBVETT  HARRIS. 

Hon.  Jaiibb  Madiboh.  ^ 
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[TBAaSfJkTIOM.] 

Count  4e  Romanxoffto  Mr.  Huiis.    , 

St.  Petersbobo,  June  13, 1808. 

^  The  qndersigned,  Minister  of  Foreien  Afiafrs, 
has  the  hooor  to  iDforin  Mr.  Levett  Harris^  that 
His  Imperial  Majesty,  wishing  more  and  more  to 
strengthen  the  ties  of  friendship  between  Russia 
and  tne  United  States  of  America,  has  judged  it 
proper  to  name  Mr.  Daschofi*,  assesatur  of  the 
College,  bis  Consul  General  to  Philadelphia.'con- 
ferring  on  him,  at  the  same  time,  the  title  of  his 
'Charge  d'Affakes  near  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates. 

The  undersigned  prays  the  Consul  General  to 
communicate  this  to  hjs  Government,  and  he 
seizes  this  occasioa  to  reiterate  Co  him  the  assu- 
rances of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

N.  DE  ROMANZOFF. 


exifaeta  frcNB  the  cdrrcapoiideaee  of  the  liw 
Pleaipotenliary  of  the  Untied  States  at 

JAMBS  MADISON. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Armsteng,  Mkiister 
PJeaipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  dated. 

Paris,  November  24, 1808. 
Mr.  Short,  who  arrived  on  tne  15th  instant, 
and  who  delirered  to  me  your  letter  of  the  9th  oi 
September,  not  wishing  to  have  his  appointment 
known  here,  it  has  accordingly  been^  concealed. 
But  though  this  course  has  been  adopted,  and  is 
still  observed  in  conformitv  to  Mr.  Short's  per- 
sonal wishes,  I  did  not  think  myself  at  liberty  to 
keep  from  the  Russian  Minister  of  Foreign  Re* 
lations  (who  is  now  h.ere)  the  fact,  that  the  Presi- 
dent determined  to  send  a  Minister  to  St.  Peters- 
burg, and  that  his  arrival  there  might  be  soon  ex- 
pected. The.manner  in  which  the  Count  received 
this  intelligence  showed  the  propriety  of  giving  it. 
Besides  expressions  of  the  highest  satisfaction  on 
his  own  part,  as  well  as  on  that  of  liis  roaster,  he 
immediately  dispatched  a  courier  to /St.  Peters- 
burg, for  the  purpose  of  arresting  or  modifying 
the  arrangements  already  taken,  or  about  to  be 
taken,  with  regard  to  Mr.  DaschoPs  departure 
for  America.  He  wished,  in  particular,  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  grade  of  public  character  wliich 
the  gentleman  appointed  would  bring  with  him. 
and  added,  that  "an  Imperial  Minister  of  equal 
rank  would  be  immediately  appointed.^'  Nor 
did  he  stop  here :  "  Ever  since  I  came  into  office," 
he  said,  '*!  have  been  desirous  of  producing  this 
effect;  for  dissolvitig  our  commercial  connexions 
with  Great  Britain,  it  became  necessary  to  seek 
some  other  Power  in  whom  we  might  find  a  sub- 
stitute; and,  on  looking  around  I  could  see  none 
but  the  United  States  who  were  at  all  competent 
to  this  object." 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 


Brief  account  of  an  unofficial  oanveraatioA 

Mr.  Canning  and  Mr.  Pinkney,on  the  18th  of  Jufr 
ary,  1809,  continued  on  the  32d  of  the  same  montL 
rrransmitted  by  Mr.  Pinlmey  to  the  Secretary  ol 
State.] , 

I  dined  atAf r.  Canning's,  irith  the  corpe  difi^- 
mcUique^  on  the  18ih  January.  Before  dinner  he 
came  up  to  me,  and,  entering  into  conTersatioo. 
adverted  to  a  report  which  he  said  ^  had  reached 
him  that  the  American  Ministers  (here  and  in 
France)  were  about  to  be  recalled.  I  replied, 
that  I  was  not  aware  that  such  a  step  had  been 
resolved  upon.  He  then  took  me  aside^  and  ob- 
'  served,,  that,  according  to  his  views  ot  the  late 
proceedings  of  Congress,  the  resolotions  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  in  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  appeared  to  be  calculated,  if  passed 
into  a  law,  to  remove  the  impediments  to  arrange* 
ment  with  the  United  Sutea,  on  the  subject  of 
tbe  Orders  in  Council  and  the  Chesapeake,  by 
takii^  away  the  discrimination  between  Great 
Britain  and  France  in  the  exclusion  of  vessels  of 
war  from  American  ports.  He  added  that  it  was 
another  favorable  circumstance  that  the  non>im* 
portation  system,  which  seemed  to  be  in  contem- 
plation, was  to  he  applied  equally  to  both  parties, 
instead  of  affeetiog,  as  heretofore,  Great  Britain 
alone. 

I  proposed  to  Mr.  Canning  that  I  should  caU 
on  bim  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two  (or  the  pur* 
pose  of  a  free  communication  upon  what  he  had 
suggested. "  To  this  be  readily  assented;  and  it 
wfis  settled  that  I  sbopld  see  him  on  Suiiday  M" 
lowing  (the  22d,}  at  twelve  o'^ek,  at  his  owa 
house., 

In  the  interview  of  the  22d,  Mr.  Caaiuag's  im- 
pressions appeared  to  be  ia  all  respects  the  same 
with  those  which  he  had  mentioned  on  the  ISth ; 
apd  I  said  everything  which  I  thought  consisteat 
with  candor  and  discretion  to  confirm  him  in  hia 
disposition  to  seek  the  re-eatahUahmeatof  good  an- 
derstanding  with  us,  and  especially  to  see.  Jo  the 
expected  act  of  Congress,  (ff  it  should  pus,)  aa 
opening  for  reconciliation. 

It  was  of  some  importance  to  turn  their  atten- 
tion here,  without  loss  of  time,  to  the  manner  of 
any  proceeding  that  might  he  in  their  contempla- 
tion. It  seemed  that  the  resolutions  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  if  .enacted  into  a  law.  nighi 
render  it  proper^  if  not  indispensable,  that  the  af- 
fair of  the  Chesapeake  should  be  settled  at  the 
same  time  with  t{ie  business  of  the  orders  and 
embargo,  and  this  I  understood  to  be  Mr.  Can- 
ning's opinion  and  wish.  It  followed  that  the 
whole  matter  ought  to  besettled^at  Waahingtoa 
and,  as  this  was  nioreover  desirable  on  varioai 
other  grounds,  I  suggested  that  it  would  be  wdl 
(in  case  a  special  mission  did  not  meet  their  ap- 
probation) that  the  necessary  powers  should  be 
sent  to  Mr.  Brskii^e. 


[Communicated  December  16, 1809,  and  May  1, 1810.] 

7h  the  House  of  RepreBtntaHvea  of  the  United  Statee  : 

Washinqtow.  December  16  1800. 
Agreeably  to  the  request  expressed  in  the  reso- 
lution of  tbe  13th  instant,  I  lay  before  the  House  |     In  the  course  of  coaveraation,  Mr.  Omniaf 
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propoMd  ■evsnl  qaeilioai  raMf*  to  oor  !•!• 
I^poatl;  ik»  priiiet|»l  weie  Uie  two  followiof : 

ht.  Id  case  tbey  sbovid  wi»ht  either  tbrooi^h 
me  or  through  Mr.  Erakine,  to  ia««t  us  upon  the 
basis  of  our  late  orerture.  id  what  way  was  tfie 
effectual  operation  of  our  embargo  as  to  France,' 
&c.,  after  it  should  be  takeji  off  as  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, to  he  secured  7  It  was  evident,  be  said,  thai 
if  we  should  do  no  more  than  refuse  clearances  /or 
the  ports  of  France,  &«.,  or  prohibit,  under  pen- 
allies,  voyages  to  such  ports,  the  effect  which  my 
letter  of  the  23d  of  August,  and  my  published  io- 
structioDs^  proposed  to  have  in  view,  would  not 
be  produced;  for  that  vessels,  although  cleared 
for  British  ports,  mi^ht,  when  once  out,  go  to 
Praoce  instead  of  comingnere;  and  that  this  would 
iafact  be  so,  (whenever  the  penalties  which  the 
American  laws  might  denounce  against  offend" 
ers)  could  not,  he  imagined,  be  doubted ;  and  be, 
therefore,  presumed  tbarthe  Government  of  the 
United  Slates  would  not.  after  it  had  itself  de- 
clared a  commerce  with  France,  &c.,  illegal,  and 
its  citizens  who  should  engage  in  it  deliiiquents, 
and  after  having  given  to  Great  Britain,  bv  com- 
pact, aa  interest  in  the  strict  observation  of  tii#  pro- 
hfbitioo,  complain  if  the  naval  force  of  this  coun- 
try should  assist  in  preventing  such  a  .dom- 
nerce. 

2(1.  He  asked  whether  there  woUld  be  any  oh; 
jection  to  making  the  repeal  of  the  British  orders 
and  the  American  embargo  contemporaneous  7 
He  seemed  to  consider  tnis  aa  inaispensable. 
Nothing  could  be  less  admissible,  he  said,  than 
that  Great  Britain,  after  rescinding  her  orders, 
should  for  any  time,  however  short,  be  left  sub- 
ject to  the  eabargo  in  common  with  France, 
whose  decrees  were  subsisting,  with  a  view  to  an 
experiment  upon  France,  or  with  any  other  view. 
The  United  States  could  not,  upon  their  own 
principles,  apply  the  embargo  to  this  country  one 
moment  after  its  orders  were  removed,  or  decline, 
after  that  event,  to  apply  it  exclusively  to  France^ 
and  the  Powers  connected  with  her  in  system. 

I  took  occasion,  towards  the  close  of  our  con- 
versation, to  mention  the  recent  appointment  of 
Admiral  Berkeley  to  the  Lisbon  station.  Mr. 
CaoDing  said,  that  whatever  might  be  their  in- 
clination to  oonsult  the  feelings  of  the  American 
Gorernment  on  that  subject,  it  was  impossible 
for  the  Admiralty  to  resist  the  claim  of  that  o£Eicar 
to  be  employed  (  no  other  objection  ex  istinp^  against 
him)  after  such  a  lapse  of  time  since  his  return 
from  Halifax,  without  bringing  him  to  a  court 
martial.  The  usage  of  the  navy  was,  in  this  res- 
pect, different  from  that  of  the  arm  v.  But  I  un- 
derstood Mr.  Canning  to  say  that  ne  might  still 
be  brought  to  a  court  martial^  although  I  did  not 
understand  him  to  say  that  this  would  be  the  case. 
He  said  that  Admiral  Berkeley,  in  what  he  had 
doae,  had  acted  wholly  withont  authoritv*  I  did 
not  propose  to  enter  into  any  diaciiasioo  upon 
the  sobjeet.  and  therefore  contented  mysetf  with 
speaking  ot  the  appointment  as  unfortunate. 

In  both  of  these  eoaversattons,  Mr.  Canniiifg's 
laagoage  and  maooet  were  in  the  higkeat  degr^ 
cooeiiiatory. 


Ocpyol'  a  daspatsk  ftem  Mr.  Cecretaiy  Oamuag  <o  the 
Honerable  D.  M.  Bnkine. 

.  FoRBion  Office,  January  23^  1809. 

Bib  :  If  there  really  exist  in  those  individuals 
wbo  are  to  have  a  leading  share  in  the  new  Ad- 
ministration of  the  Uoited  States  that  disposition 
tocometoa  complete  and  cordial  understanding 
with  Great  Britain,  of  which  you  have  received 
from  them  such  positive  assurances  in  meeting 
that  disposition,  it  would  be  useless  and  unprofit* 
able  to. recur  to  a  recapitulation  of  the  causes 
from  which  the  differences  between  the  two  Qov-> 
eroments  have  arisen,  or  of  the  arguments  already 
so  often  repeated  in  support  of  that  system  of  re- 
taliation to  which  His  Majesty  has  unwillingly 
bad  recourse. 

That  system  His  Majesty  must  unquestionably 
continue  to  maintain,  unless  the  object  of  it  can 
be  otherwise  accomplished.  • 

But  after  the  profession,  on  the  part  of  so  many 
of  the  leadiQg  members  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  of  a  sincere  desire  to  contribute  to 
that  object  in  a  manner  which  shc^uld  render  the 
continuance  of  ihe  system  adopted  by  the  British 
Gk)vernmeot  unnecessary,  it  is  thought  right  that 
a  fair  opportunity  shpuld  be  afforded  to  the  Ameri- 
can Grovernment  to  explain  its  meaning,  and  .give 
proof  of  it^  sincerity. 

The  extension  of  the  interdiction  of  the  Ameri- 
can harbors  to  the  ships  of  war  of  France  as  well 
as  of  Great  Britain,  is,  as  stated  in  my  former  des-* 
patch,  an  acceptable  system  of  impartiality  to- 
wards both  belligerents ;  the  first  that  has  been 
publicly  manifested  by  the  American  Govern- 
ment. 

The  like  extension  of  the  n  on -importation  act 
to  other  belligerents  is  equHlly.proper  in  this 
view.  These  measures  remove  those  preliminary 
objections,  which  must  otherwise  have  precluded 
any  useful  or  amicable  discussion. 

In  this  state  of  things,  it  is  possible  for  Great 
Britain  to  entertain  propositions  which,  while 
such  manifest  partiality  was  shown  to  her  eoe- 
oiies,  were  not  consistent  either  with  her  dignity 
or  her  interest. 

From  the  report  of  your  conversations  with 
Mr,  MadisoR,  Mr.  Gallatin,  and  Mr.  Smith,  it 
appears : 

1.  That  the  American  Government  is  prepared, 
in  the  event  of  His  Majesty's  consenting  to  with- 
draw the  Orders  in  Council  of  January  and  No- 
vember, 1807,  to  withdraw  contemporaneously  on 
its  part  the  interdiction  of  its  harbors  to  ships  of 
war,  and  ail  non-intercourse  and  non- importation 
acts,  so  far  as  respects  Great  Britain ;  leaving 
them  in  force  with  respect  to  France,  and  the 
Powers  which  adopt  or  act  under  her  decrees. 

2.  (What  is  of  the  ulknost  importance,  as  pre- 
cluding a  new  source  of  misunderstanding  which 
might  .arise  after  the  adjustment  of  the  other 
questions,)  that  America  is  willing  to  renounce, 
during  the  present  war.  the  pretension  of  carry- 
in  on  in  tim^  of  war  an  trade  with  the  enemy's 
colonies,  from  which  she  was  excluded  during 
peace. 
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3.  Great  Britain,  for  the  porpote  of  teeuringr 
the  operation  of  t|ie  embargo,  and  of  the  frona 
fide  iDtention  of  America  to  prevent  her  citizene 
from  trading  with  France  and  the  Powers  adopt- 
ing and  acting  under  the  French  decrees,  is  to 
be  considered  as  being  at  liberty  to  capture  all 
such  American  vessels  as  mav  be  found  attempt- 
ing to  trade  with  the  ports  of  any  of  these  Pow* 
ers;  without  which  security  fur  the  observance 
of  the  embargo,  the  raising  of  it  nonftinally  with 
respect  to  Great  Britain  alone,  would,  in  fact^ 
raise  it  with  respect  to  all  the  world. 

On  these  conditions  His  Majesty  would  con- 
sent to  withdraw  the  Orders  in  Council  of  Janu- 
ary and  November,  1807,  so  far  as  respects  Amer- 
ica. 

As  the  first  and  second  of  these  conditions  are 
the  suggestions  of  the  persons  in  authority  in 
America  to  you,  and  as  Mr.  Pinkney  has  recently 
(but  for  the  first  time)  eipressed  to  me  his  opin- 
ion that  there  will  be  no  indisposition  on  the  part 
of  bis  Government  to  the  enforcement,  by  the 
naval  power  of  Great  Britain,  of  the  regulations 
of  America  with  respect  to  France  and  the  coun« 
tries  to  which  these  regulations  continue  to  ap- 
ply, but  that  his  Government  was  itself  aware 
that  without  such  enforcement  those  regulations 
muat  be  altogether  nui^atory,  I  flatter  myself 
that  there  wHlbe  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  dis- 
tinct and  official  recogoition  of  these  conditions 
from  the  American  Government.' 

For  this  purpose,  you  are  at  liberty  to  commu- 
nicate this  despatch  tfi  exteneo  to  the  American 
Government. 

Upon  receiving  tb^ougb  you,  on  the  part  of  the 
American  Government,  a  distinct  and  official  re- 
cognition of  the  three  above-mentioned  condi- 
tions, His  Miyesty  will  lose  no  time  in  sending 
to  America  a  Minister  fully  empowered  to  con- 
sign them  to  a  formal  and  regular  treaty; 

As,  however,  it  is  possible  that  the  delay  which 
must  intervene  before  the  actual  conclusion  of  a 
treaty  may  appear  to  the  American  Government 
to  deprive  this  arrangement  of  a  part  of  its  bene- 
fits, lam  to  authorize  you,  if  the  American  Gov- 
ernment should  be  desirous  of  acting  upon  the 
agreement  before  it  is  reduced  into  a  regular 
fbrm,  (either  by  the  immediate  repeal  of  the  em- 
bargo and  the  other  acts  in  question,  or  by  en- 
gaging to  repeal  them  on  a  particular  day,)  to 
assure  the  American  Government  of  His  Majes- 
ty's readiness  to  meet  such  a  disposition  in  the 
manner  best  calculated  tO;give  it  immediate  effect. 

Upon  the  receipt  here  of  an  official  note  con- 
taining an  engagement  for  the  adoption  by  the 
American  Government  of  the  three  conditions 
above  specified,  His  Majesty  will  be  prepared  on 
the  faith  of  such  engagement,  either  immedi- 
ately, (if  the  repeal  shall  have  been  immediate 
in  AmericiL)  or  on  any  day  specified  by  the 
American  Grovernment  for  that  repeal,  recipro^ 
«ally  to  recall  the  Orders  in  Council,  without 
waiting  for  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty;  and 
you  are  authorized,  in  the  circumstances  herein 
described,  to  make  such  reciprocal  engagement 
on  His  Majesty's  behalf.        1  am,  dto. 


Extract  of  a  letter finm  the  Seoetaiy  of  fluteto  Wg. 
liaoB  Pinkney,  Esq.,  Minister  Plenipolentisiy  «f  iki 
.  Ignited  Sutes  in  London. 

Depabtmbnt  op  Statb,  Marcklb^  1809. 

The  proceedings  of  Congress,  at  their  late  ses- 
sion, combined  with  the  Executive  comoounica- 
tioiM,  afibrding  as  they  do  additional  proofi  of 
(he  pacific  disposition  of  this  Gtovernment,  aU 
of  its  strict  observance  of  whatever  the  laws  of 
neutrality  require,  yoq  will  not  fail  to  avail  yoar- 
self  of  the  just  arguments  thence  dedncible  la 
urging  the  equitable  claims  of  the  United  Slates. 
The  first^  second,  third,  fourth,  eleventh,  aod  ser- 
enteenth  sections  of  the  act  interdicting  comma- 
cial  intercourse  with  Great  Britain  and  Fraocr, 
will,  in  that  view,  claim  your  attention,  and  es- 
pecially the  eleventh  section,  antborizios  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  renew  our  commerce  with  the  naiioo 
withdrawing  the  operation  of  its  illegal  edicts. 
Add  you  will  be  careful  to  let  it  be  undersiood 
that  the  authority  thus  vested  will,  of  coarse,  be 
exercised  in  the  event  stated  in  the  law. 


Extracts  of  m  letter  from  Mr.  Pinkney,  Minister  Fltti- 
potentUry  of  the  United  States  at  London,  to  Mr. 
South  Secretary  of  Sute. 

LoNDOw,  Mtsu  1,  I80d. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  tfael5tbof 
March,  it  became  my  obvious  dutv  to  ask  a  cod* 
ference  with  Mr.  Canning.  It  took  place  iccord- 
inffly  on  Monday  the  I7tn  of  April. 

with  a  view  to  do  justice  to  the  character  and 
tendency  of  the  law  of  the  1st  of  March,  I  called 
the  attention  of  Mr.  Canning  in  a  particular 
manner  to  the  eleventh  section^  which  proridei 
for  the  renewal  of  commercial  intercourse  with 
the  Power  revoking,  or  so  modifying  its  edicts  u 
that  they  should  cease  to  violate  the  neutral  com- 
merce of  the  United  States;  and,  in  obedience 
to  my  instructions,  1  assured  him  that  tbe  ao- 
thority  vested  in  the  President  toprociiimsach 
revocation  or  modification,  would  not  fail  to  be 
exercised  as  the  case  occurred. 

I  entered  into  a  minute  ex|)lanation  of  the  law 
of  the  .1st  of  March,  and,  in.  the  course  of  it, 
availed  myself  of  every  inducement  of  interest 
which  it  could  be  supposed  to  furnish  to  this 
Government  to  retract  its  Orders  in  Council,  and 
of  the  proofs  with  which  it  abounds  of  the  sin- 
cere desire  of  the  American  Government  to  col* 
tivate  peace  and  friendship  with  Great  Britain, 
even  while  it  was  repelling  what  it  deemed  en- 
croachments and  injuries  the  most  pernicioos  and 
alarming. 

Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 

FoBBMM  Officb,  Mity  27, 1809. 
Sir  :  According  to  the  intimation  which  i  cift 
to  you  in  ottr  last  conference/ J  have  now  theboa- 
or  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  the  Order  in  Cobbj 
cil  which  His  Majesty  has  directed  to  be  isssn 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing,  as-  far  as  possibk? 
any  inconveniente  or  detriment  to  the  merebastt 
of  the  United  Statea  who  may  have  entered  iito 
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somDMretai  flpcmlfttkmvoD  (he  fiiith  of  Che  qih 
lothorised  eDgaffemeiits  of  Mr.  Brskine,  |n%¥t- 
Misl^  to  the  Dotificatioo  ia  America  of  His  Maj- 
nty  V  diMTowal  of  those  eftgftffemeots.  . 

Having  had  the  hoaor  to  reaj  to  yoa  in  eaetetuo 
the  iDstraclions  with  which  Mr.  Brskine  was  far- 
Dished,  it  is  not  oecessarf  for  me  to  enter  into 
iny  eiplanatioo  of  those  points  in  which  Mr. 
Brakine  has  acted,  not  only  not  in  conformity, 
)ot  in  direct  contradiction  to. them.   ■ 

I  forbear,  equally,  from  troubling  you,  sir,  with 
my  comment  on  the  maniier  in  which  Mr.  Birs- 
kiae's  communications  have  been  received  hy  the 
American  Crovernment,  or  upon  the  terms  and 
;pint  of  Mr.  Smith's  share  of  the  correspondence. 

Such  observations  ,wilJ  be  communicated  more 
properly  through  the  Minister  whom  His  Maj- 
esty has  directed  to  proceed  to  America^  not  on 
iD^  special  mission,  (which  Mr.  Erskioe  was  not 
aatborized  to  fHromise,  except  upon  conditions, 
Qot  ooe  of  which  he  ha[s  obtained,)  but  as  the 
successor  of  Mr.  Erskine,  whom  his  Majesty  has 
not  lost  a  moment  in  recalling.    ^ 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  &o.  .^ 

GEORGE  CANNIlf^a 

To  WlLLUM  PiNKNfiY,  Esq.,  ^. 


No.  1. 


Mr.  Erskine  to  Mr.  Smith. 

■ 

Wabbinqtok,  /ti^31,  1809. 

Sia:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy 
of  SB  Order  which  was  passed  by  His  Majesty 
io  Council  on  the  24th  of  May  last. 

In  communicating  this  order,  it  is  with  the 
deepest  regret  that  I  nave  to  inform  you  that  His 
Majesty  has  not  thought  proper  to  confirm  the 
late  provisional  agreement  which  I  had  entered 
into  with  you  on  the  part  of  our  respective  Gov- 
ernments. 

Neither  the  present  time,  nor  the  occasion,  will 
ifford  me  a  favorable  opportunity  for  eiplaining 
to  you  the  g^rounds  and  reasons  upon  which  I  con- 
:eired  I  had  conformed  to  His  Majesty's  wishes, 
ind  to  the  spirit,  at  least,  of  my  instructions  upon 
that  subject;  no^.  indeed,  would  any  vindication 
)f  my  conduct,  whatever  I  may  have  to  oflfer, 
>e  of  any  importance,  further  than  as  it  might 
end  to  show  that  no  intention  existed  on  my 
)art  to  practise  any  deception  towards  the  Qov- 
frnment  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  satisfaction,  however,  to  call  your 
ittention  to  that  part  of  the  enclosed  order  woich 
irotects  the  commerce  and  shipping  of  the  United 
States  from  the  injury  and  inconveniences  which 
ni^ht  have  arisen  to  American  citizens  from  a 
eliance  on  the  provisional  agreement  before  men- 
ioned ;  and  I  cannot  but  cherish  a  hope  that  no 
brther  bad  consequences  may  result  from  an  ar- 
angemeot  which  I  had  fully  believed  would  have 
net  His  Majesty's  approbation,  and  would  have 
ed  to  a  complete  and  cordial  understanding  be- 
ween  the  two  countries. 

With  sentiments  of  high  respect,  dbc, 

D.  M.  ERSKINE. 


.  [From  «ha  London  6aastte»  May  37.] 

At  the  Court  iit  the  Queen's  palace,  the  94th  May, 
1909:  Prpsent,  the  IGng's  Most  Excellent  Majesty 
in  Council. 

Whereas,  His  Majesty  was  pleased,  by  hjs  Or- 
der in  Council  of  the  26th  of  April  last,  to,  de- 
clare certain  ports  and  places  of  the  countries 
which  have  been  lately  styled  the  kingdom  of 
Holland,  to  be  subject  to  the  restrictions  incident 
to  a  strict  and  rigorous  blockade,  as  continued 
from  His  Majesty's  fornier  order  of  the  11th  of 
November,  1807;  and  whereas, advices  have  been 
received  of  a  certain  provisional  agreement  enter- 
ed into  by  His  Majesty's  Envoy  Extraordinary 
and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  in  America,  wita 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  whereby 
it  is  understood  that  His  Majesty's  Orders  in 
Council  of  the  7th  January,  and  of  the  11th  of 
November,  1807,  sh^ll  be  withdrawn,  so  far  as 
respects  the  United.  States,  on  the  tenth  of  June 
next. 

And  whereas,  although  the  said  prooinoncU 
agreement  U  not  sUch  as  v^  authorized  by  Hia 
Majesiy's  instructions,  or  siich^  as  His  Majesty 
can  approve,,  it  may  already  have  happened,  or 
may  happen,  that  persons  being  citizens  of  the 
United  States  may  be  led,  by  a  reliaocp  on  the 
said  provisional  arrangement  to  engage  in  trade 
with  and  to  the  said  ports  and  places  of  Holland^ 
contrary  to,  and  in  violcUion  of  the  restrictions 
imposed  by  the  said  orders  of  the  7th  of  January, 
and  of  the  11th  of  November,  1807,  as  altered  by 
the  order  of  the  26th  of  April  last;  His  Majesty, 
in  order  to  prevent  any  inconveniences  that  may 
ensue  from  the  circumstances  above  recited,  ia 
pleased,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy 
Council,  to  order,  and  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that 
the  said  several  orders  shall  be  suspended,  so  far 
as  is  necessary  for  the  protection  of  vessels  of 
the  said  United  States,  so  sailing  under  the  faith 
of  the  said  provisional  agreement,  viz :  That  after 
the  9ib  day  of  June  next,  no  vessel  of  the  United 
States  which  shall  have  cleared  out  between  the 
19th -of  April  last  and  the  20th  July  ensuing,  for 
any  of  the  ports  of  Holland  aforesaid,  from  any 
port  of  the  united  States,  shall  be  molested  or 
interrupted  in  her  voyage  by  the  commanders  of 
His  Majesty's  ships  or  privateers. 
'  And  it  t$  further  oriLered^  That  no  vessels  of 
the  United  States  which  shall  have  cleared  out 
from  any  port  of  America,  previous  to  the  20ih 
of  July  next,  for  any  other  permitted  port.,t|nd 
shall,  durikg  hervoyage,jiave  changed  her  desti- 
nation in  consequence  of  information  of  the  said 
provisional  agreement,  and  shall  be  proceeding 
to  any  of  the  ports  of  Holland  aforesaid,.shall  be 
molested  or  iaterrnpted  by  the  commanders  of 
any  of  His  Maiesty's  ships  or  privateers,  unless 
such  vessel  shall  have  been  informed  of  this  order 
on  her  voyage,  or  shall  have  been  warned  not  to 
proceed  to  any  of  the  ports  of  Holland,  aforesaid, 
and  shall|  notwithstandipgttidiiiiamtng',  be  found 
attempting  to  proceed  to  any  such  port. 

AnaitxafwrUysr  ordered^  That  »fier  the  said 
9ih  day  of  June  neitt,  no  vessel  of  the  said  Uni* 
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ted  Sintes,  whkh  tinrll  haw  oinved  ••(  for,  or 
be  desiised  \o  any  of  tbe  ports  of  Holland,  fcoav 
any  port  or  place  aot  sobject  to  the  restrictions  of 
the  said  order  of  the  26th  of  April  last,  sfter  no- 
tice of  such  provisioDal  agreement,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  molested  or  interrupted  in  her  royage  by 
the  commanders  of  His  Majesty's  ships  or  priva- 
teers, provided  such  vessel  shall  hare  so  cleared 
oat  previous  to  actual  nbtice  of  this  order  at  such 
place  of  clearance,  or,  in  d'efault  of  proof  of  actual 
notice  previous  to  the  like  periods  of  time,  after 
the  date  of  this  order,  as  are  JLced  for  cofutructive 
notice  of  His  Majesty's  orders  of  the  11th  of  No- 
Tembefy  1808,  by  the  orders  of  the  25th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1807,  and  ot  the  ISih  of  May,  1806,  at  certain 
places  and  latitudes  therein  mentioned,  unless 
such  vessel  shall  have  been  informed  of  tbis..or- 
der  on  her  voyage,  and  warned  by  any  of  His 
Majesty's  ships  or  privateers  not  to  proceed  to 
any  port  of  nolUnd,  and  shall,  notwithstanding 
such  Warning,  attempt  to  proceed  to  any  such 
port. 

And  Hit  Majesty  is  pleased  ^ther  to  order, 
and  it  is  hereby  ordered^  That  the  said  several 
orders  of  the  7th  of  January,  and  11th  Novem- 
ber, 1807^  as  altered  by  the  said  order  of  the  26th 
of  April  last,  shall  also  be  suspended,  sa4ar  as 
is  necessary  for  the  protection  of  vessels  of  the 
said  United  States  which  shall  clear  out  to  any 
ports  not  declared  to  be  under  the  restriction  of 
blockade  from  any  port  of  Holland,  between  the 
ninth  day  of  June  and  the  first  day  of  July  next  f 
Provided  cdtMiys.  That  nothing  that  is  contained 
in  the  present  order  shall  extend,  or  be  construed 
to  extend,  to  protect  any  vessels  or  their  cargoes 
that  may  be  liable  to  condemnation  or  detention 
for  any  other  cause  than  the  violation  of  the 
aforesaid  orders  of  the  7th. of  January,  and  11th 
of  November,  1807.  as  altered  bv  the  said  order 
of  the  26ih  of  April  last. 

Provided  cUsOf  That  nothing  in  this  order  con- 
tained shall  extend;  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to 
protect  any  vessels  which  shall  attempt  to  enter 
any  port  actually  blockaded  by  any  ot  His  Maj- 
esty's ship  of  war. 

And  the  right  honorable  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  His  Majesty's  Treasury,  His  Majesty's 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty,  and  the  Judge  of  the 
High  Court  of  Admiralty,  and  the  Judges  of  the 
Courts  of  Vice  Admiralty,  are  to  take  the  neces- 
sary measures  herein  as  to  them  may  respectively 
appertain. 

STEPHEN  COTTRELL. 


Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Canning. 

Qrbat  Combbrlaicd  Pl.acb« 

JMbySd,  1809 
Sib  :  I  have  received  the  communication  which 
you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the 
27th  instant,  and  will  hasten  to  transmit  it  to  the 
Aaeretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 

No  instractions  or  information  from  my  GhiT- 
crnment  eoneeming  the  transactions  in  America 
to  which  your  cpmmuaicatioft  alludes  having 


rcaehcd  me,  i  caa  only  Mwpnm  mj  cam^eia  ihtt 
the  conciliatory  amngements  ceaeeried  aaj  coi* 
claded,  as  yon  have  doae  me  the  honor  to  iofom 
me,  between  the  AflaerieaB  Secreiary  of  Stale 
and  His  Majesty's  aecredtied  Minister  at  Wuk- 
ing too,  acting  in  eoBseqaeoce,  and  profeasii^  is 
act  in  pursuance  of  regular  instructions  from  bii 
Coort^are  not  likely  to  have  all  that  effect  wkiek 
was  naturally  to  have  been  expected  from  tkea 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 
The  Right  Hon.  O.  Cakkiiio,  dkc 

ExtMctof  alelterfrom'Mr.  Piakaey  to  diefismlaT 

ofState. 

.Lonnoif, /one  6, 1809. 

Mr.  Canning  tells  me  that  the  conversstioss 
detailed  in  Mr.  Erskine's  letter  did  not«  as  i  hid 
supposed,  suggest  that  the  Gk>reroment  of  the 
United  States  Would  all()^  it  to  be  aaderstood 
that  British  cruisers  might  stop  Americsa  re* 
seis  attempting  to  riolate  the  embargo  and  ooi- 
intercourse,  continuing  as  to  France,  Ac.  after 
they  should  have  been  withdrawn  as  to  Greai 
Britain.  They  suggested  that  the  United  Sutes 
would  side  with  the  Power  revoking  its  edicts 
against  the  Ppwer  perseverrag.  This,  Mr.  Cao- 
ning  says,  he  considered  (although  he  did  not  so 
insist  upon  it  in  the  recapitulation  of  his  instrac- 
tions to  Mr.^rvkine)  as  comprefaendioi;  what  i 
thought  hehaid  represented  the  actual  soggestioa 
to  be,  and  what  he  supposed  I  had  said  to  him  in 
an  informal  conversation,  at  his  house  io  Brotoi 
street,  on  the  32dof  January,  in  an  answer  toooc 
of  his  inquiries: 

It  will,  I  am  eure,  occur  to  you,  as  the  fact  is, 
that  the  little  which  1  may  have  thrown  out  apoa 
that  occasion  did  not  look  to  the  admissioo  of 
Mr.  Canning's  object  into  a ny  stipulation  bet veea 
the  two  countries,  and  that  f  viewed  it  oolf  as  a 
consequence  that  might,  and  would,  if  France 
persisted  in  her  unjust  4^rees,  grow  oat  of  ar- 
rangements similar  to  those  offered  by  via  ^^ 
gust  last. 

Having  no  longer  any  authority  (as  Mr.  Can- 
ning  knew)  to  speak  officially  upon  that,  or  aof 
other  point  connected  with  the  Orders  in  Coaa- 
cil,  and  being  desirous  that  this  GovernmeDt 
should'  propose  negotiation  at  Washington,  as 
well  concerning  the  orders  as  the  affair  of  the 
Chesapeake,  I  avoided,  as  much  as  possible,  ex- 
planations upon  4etails  which  would  be  best 
managed  at  home  by  the  Department  of  State; 
and  endeavored  to  apeak  upon  what  Mr.  Caa* 
ninff  pro|>osed  to  me,  in  such-a  manner  as,  tltatt 
witnout  justify in|^  unsuitable  expectations  oa 
his  part, or  forgetting  what  was  due  to  tbe  bonor 
of  my  own  Government,  I  might  contribate  to 
produce  an  effort  here  towards  friendly  sdjast- 
menL 


£ztnct  of  a  kttar  fitom  Mr.  Piakiaagr  to  Mr.  Soiib. 

LoKOOif,  JuM  9, 1809. 
Mr.  Brskine's  instractions  eonoeraing  the  Ot- 
ders  in  Council  having  been  laid   before  (be 
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Bouse  of  GdmmMia,  «re  now.  printed.    Yon  will 
Snd  them  in  the  newspaper  encloeed. 

It  is  not  inprobaUe  toat  when  Mr.  Canning 
<esd  these  instniotioBs  to  me,  I  inferred  from  the 
nanner  in  which  the  three  points  stated  in  the 
ifib,  iiith,  and  seventl^  paragraphs  are  intro- 
loced  sod  connected,  that  they  were^all  consid- 
Hred  as  sog^ted  bv  Mr. '  Erskine's  "re|M>r|  of 
lis  GOBTersatioBs  witn  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Gkdla- 
iO)  snd  Mr.  Smith  :"  whether  I  was  led  by  any 
tther  cause  into  the  mistake  of  snpposinc  that 
he  third  (as  well  as  the  first  and  second)  was 
o  so^sested,  I  am  not  sare,  and  it  is  not  Tery 
naterial.  ■  ''' 

Mr.  Canning's  misconception  of  some  informal 
observations  from  me  in  Janqary  last,  hhs  been 
npattmeociocied  in  my  letter  of  the  sixth  nn- 
tUnt;  bat  the  published  instruntiona^  show,  what 
:  had  not  collected  from  hearing  them  read,  that 
le  aDderstood  me  to  hare  stated  "  thai  the  Amer- 
ean  OoveriHnent  was  itdeff  aware  ^at  without 
in  enforcement,  by  tJie  naT«l  power  of  Great 
Britain,  of  tile  regulations  of  America  with  re- 
spect to  Franco,  those  regulations  must  be  alto- 
?etber  augntory.''  It  cannot  be-Baoessarjr  to  in-, 
form  yoQ  that,  m  this;,  as  in  the  <^tfaer  particulars 
iJJuded  to  in  my  last  letter,  I  have  been  misap- 
vebended.  ' . 

1  ought  to  mention  that  the  strong  and  .di- 
ect  charge  agaiast  the  American  G(oTernjaiient, 
)f  "  manifest  partiality'*  to  France,  introduced, 
riihoot  any  qualification  or  management  of  ex-' 
>ressioo,  into  a  paper  ^icb  Mir,  Erskitm  was 
latborized  to  commoaioate  in  9Xten90  to  you, 
lid  not  strike  me  when  that  paper  was  read  to  me 
)y  Mr.  Canning, 


Bitnwt  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pfnkney  to  the  BeoMtayy 

of  Stats. 

June  28, 1809. 

I  had  an  interview  yesterday  with  Mr.  Can- 
ling.  In  conrersing  upon  tbe  nrst  of  the  condi- 
ions,  upon  the  obtaining  of  which  Mr.  Erskine 
vas  to  promise  the  repeal  of  the  British  Orders 
n  Cooneil,  and  a  special  mission,  I  collected,  from 
vhat  was  said  by  Mr.  Canning,  that  the  exemp- 
ion  of  Holland  from  the  effect  of  our  embargo  and 
ion- intercourse,  would  nut  have  been  mucli  ob- 
ected  to  by  the  British  Qovernment  if  the  GtoT- 
irnment  ot  the  United  States  had  been  witling  to 
concede  the  first  condition  subject  to  that  exemp- 
ion.  Mr.  Canning  observed  that  the  expedient 
)f  an  actual  blockade  of  Holland  had  occurred  to 
hem  as  beiof  caoable  of  meetiiig  this  exemption, 
>Qi  Mr.  Erskine  nad  obtained  no  pledge,  express 
)r  implied,  or  in  any  form,  that  we'  woulaenfbrce 
3ur  non-ifltereoorae  system  against  France  and 
iier  dependencies ;  that  our  actual  system  would, 
f  not  re-enacted  or  Oontiaued  as  to  France,  ter- 
minate with  the  present  session  of  Congress; 
bat,  for  aught  that  appeared  to  the  contrary  in 
roar  correspondence  withMr.  Erskine,  or  in  the 
President's  proclamation,  the  embargo  and  non- 
intercourse  laws  might  be  suflTered  without  any 
breach  of  faith  to  expire,  or  might  even  be  re* 


pealed  immediately,  notwithstanding  -the  persa- 
reranefe  of  France  m  her  Berlin  and  other  edicts; 
and  that  Mr.  Erskine  had  in  truth  secured  not^ 
ing  moFe,aii  Ike  consideration  of  the  recall  of  the 
Orders  in  Conacil,  than  the  renewal  of  AmericaB 
intercourse  with  Great  Britain. 

Upon  the  second  of  the  conditions  tnentioned 
in  Mr.  Erskioto^s  inatmcttons,  I  made  several  re- 
marks. I  stated  that  it  had  no  necessary  con*- 
nexion  with  th^s  principal  subject-;  that  it  had 
lost-its  importance  to  Great  Britain  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  almoat  all  the  colon iea  of , her  enemies; 
that  Batavia  was  noderstood  not  to  be  afibcted  by 
it ;  that  it  oould  not  apply  to  Qnadalbtipe,  (the 
only  other  onconqueitd  colony,)  since  itwas  ad- 
mitted that  we  were  not  excluded  from  a  trade 
with  Guadalonpe  in  time  of  peace  $  that  I  did 
not  know  What  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  wotild,  upon  sufficient  ioducemedts,  cott^ 
sent  to  do  npoo  this  point,  but  that  ^ it  could 
scarcely  be  expected  to  give  the  implied  sane* 
tion.  which  t|iis  condition  called  upon  it  to  give, 
to  tne  rule  of  the  war  of  1756,  withont  any 
equivalent  or  reciprocal  aitipnlation  whatsoever, 
Mr.  Canning  admitted  that  the.seoond  eonditton 
had  no  necessar||[  ooaaextoa  with  the  Orders  ia 
Connelly  and  he  Intimated  that  they  would  have 
been  content  to  le^ve  the  aubiect  of  it  to  future 
discussion  and  arramgement.  &e  added  that  this 
condition  was  inserted  in  Mr.  Erfkine's  instruo- 
tions,  because  it  had  appeared,  from  his  own  re- 
^rt  of  conversations  with  official  persons  at 
Washington^  that  there  would  be  nodifficujity  in 
agreeing  to  tt. 

"Upon  the  third  condition  I  said  a  very  few 
words.  I  restated  what  I  had  thrown  out  upon  the 
matter  of  it  in  an  informal  conversation  in,  Jan- 
ury,  and  expressed  my  regret  that  it  should  have 
been  misapprehended.  Mr.  Canning  immediately 
said  that  he  was  himself  of  opinion  that  the  idea 
upon  which  that  condition  turns  could  not  well 
find  its  way  into  a  stipulation ;'  that  be  had,  ne- 
vertheless, oelieved  it  proper  to  propose  the  con- 
dition to  the  United  States ;  that  he  should  have 
been  satisfied  with  the  rejection  of  it;  and  that 
the  consequence  would  have  been,  that  they 
should  have  intercepted  the  commerce  to  -whicQ 
it  referred,*  if  any  such  commerce  should  be 
attempted. 


TnBAStbr  DEPARTiinfT,  iinig^  9, 1809. 

SiRt  Yon  will  herewith  receive  a  copy  of  the 

Srodamation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
imtes,' announcing  that  certain  British  Ordiiar 
in  Council  were  not  withdrawn  on  the  tenth  day 
of  June  last;  and,  coosequently,  that  the  trade 
renewable  on  the  e^ent  of  the  said  orders  being 
withdrawn  ia  to  be  considered  as  under  the  oper- 
atfon  of  the  oeveral  acta  by  which  soch  trade  was 
suspended. 

The  act  ^  to  anvend  and  continoe  in  force  eer^ 
tain  parts  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  iatnrdicC 
the  eoramerctal  iotereonrae  betweei^  the  United 
Staiea  and  Oraat  Briiaiii  an#  Fntaee,  and 
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dependeqeies,  and  for  other  purpoees,"  passed  oq 
the^28th  of  June,  is,  therefore,  in  every  respect, 
applicable  to  Great  BrttaiD'and  her  dependencies 
as  well  as.to  France  and  her  dependencies,  any- 
thing in  my  circular  of  the  29th  June  last  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

It  results  that,  from  the  receipt  of  this,  yoo 
must,  in,  erery  instance,  except  as  hereinafter  ex- 
pressed, refuse  clearances  for  British  ports,  requir- 
ing, as  usual,  bonds  from  ail  Tessels  bound  to  per- 
mitted ports,  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  third 
section  of  the  act  above  mentioned.  But  as 
mapy  British  vessels  have  or  may  come  into  the 
ports  of  the  United  States  in  consequence  of  the 
President's  proclamation  of  the  19ih  of  April  la«t, 
he  directs  that  yon  will  permit  such  British  ves- 
sels to  depart  without  giving  bond,  either  in  bai-, 
last  or  with  the  cargo  on  board,  when  notified  of 
the  enclosed  proclamation;  it  being,  however, 
on'derstood  that  this  indnlgence  shall  not  be  ex- 
tended to  any  other  vessels  than  such  as  are  now 
in'the  ports  of  the  United  States,  or  such  as  may 
hereafter  arrive,  having  sailed  from  a  foreign 
port  before  information  of  the  enclosed  proclama- 
tion shall  have  been  received  at  such  port.   * 

The  President  also  directs  that,  until  a  decision 
from  Congress  on  that  unexpected  point  shall 
hav&been  obtained,  or  until  otherwise  instructed, 
seizures  or  prosecutions  for  supposed  contraven- 
tions of  either  of  the  abovementiuned  act,  or  of  the 
non-intercourse  act  of  Ist  March  last,  arising  from 
acts  which  would^  in  conformity  with  the  proc- 
lamation of  the  19th  April  last,  have  been  con- 
sidered as  lawful,  shall  be  suspended  in  the  fol- 
lowing cases,  viz  i      '< 

1.  Ail  vessels  which  have  entered  a  British  port 
since  the  10th  of  June  last,  or  which  may  hercr 
after  enter  such  port,  having  sailed  for  the  same 
before  information  of  the  enclosed  proclamation 
had  been  received  at  the  port  of  departure,  so  far 
as  relates  to  any  forfeiture  or  penalty  which  may 
accrue,  or  have  accrued,  by  reason  of  their  having 
thus  entered  a  British  port. 

2.  All  vessels  which  may  have  arrived,  either 
from  British  ports  or  with  merchandise,  in  the 
United  States,  subsequent  to  the  10th  of  June  last, 
and,  also,  all  vessels  which  m.ay  hereafter  thus 
arrive,  having  sailed  for  the  United  before  infor- 
mation of  the  enclosed  proclamation  shall  have 
been  received  at  the  port  of  departure,  so  far  as 
relates  to  any  Ibrfeiture  orpenalty  aecrjiing  from 
having  arrived  or  arriving  in  the  United  States 
from  British  porto  or  with  British  merchandise. 

3.  All  vessels  ndw  owned  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  sailtng '  under  the  American 
flag,  which,  being  in  a  foreign  port  at  the  ^ime 
when  the  enclosed  proclamation  will  be  made 
known  at  such  port,  shall  with  all  4lue  diligence 
depart  therefrom,  and  return  without  delay  to  the 
United  States,  ao  far  as  relates  to  any  forfeiture 
or  penalty  accruing  from  their  arriving  in  the 
United  States  from  Brttiafa  ports  or  with  British 
merchandise. 

In  the  above-mentioned  cases  of  vessels  arriving 
ia  Iha  United  Statta,  and  which  are  for  the  prea- 


ent  exempted  from  aeixure,  the  reaaeband  caigoes 
may  be  admitted  to  entry. 

The  time-when  the  enclosed  proelamatioD  shall 
have  been  known  at  the  ports  of  dtrpartore,  re- 
apectively,  must  be  ascertained  by  the  best  bmiss 
in  your  power ;  and  you  may  refer  doubtful  cisa 
to  this  department. 

Application  may  of  course  acill  be  made  iotil 
cases  for  an  absolute  remission  of  the  forfeitors 
and  penalties  in  the  manner  provided  by  law;  the 
instruction  herein  given,  to  abstain  from  prosees- 
tionS  and  seizores  in  the.  abpTe-mentioaed  eaia 
being  only  intended  to  prevent  the  expenses  tod 
inconvenience  to  which  the  parties  concemnl 
would  otherwise  be  exposed. 

I  am,  respeetfolly.  sir,  your  obedient  servant 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

.The  COLLBOTOB  of  .    •       • 


By  the 


of  ike 


Simie$9f  AmffitA, 


A  PROOLAMATION. 


Whereas,  in  consequence  of  a  commaoieitJoB 
from  His  Britanqic  Majesty's  Envoy  Extraor- 
dinary and  Minister  Pleoipoteotiary,  deelanog 
that  the  British  Orders  of  Council  of  Juoarf 
and  November,  1807,  would  have  bees  with- 
drawn on  the  10th  day  of  June  last ;  and  by  vir- 
tue of  aUihorSty  given,  in  such  event,  by  the  d^ 
vedth  section  of  the  act  of  <>ongres»,  entitled 
*'An  act  to  interdict' the  commercial  intereoune 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britaio 
and  France,  and  their  dependei^cies,  and  for  other 
purposes,**  I,  James  Madison,  President  of  tbe 
United  States,  did  issue  my  proclamation  bear- 
ing date.on  the  19th  of  April  last,  declaring  thtt 
the  Orders  in  Council  aforesaid  would  hare  bees 
so  withdrawn  ontheaaid  10th  day  of  Jooe,  after 
which  the  trade  stispended  by  certain  aett  of 
Coagress  might  be  renewed ;  and  whereas  it  is 
how  officially  made  known  to  me  that  the  said 
Orders  in  Council  have  not  been  withdrawn 
agreeablv  to  the  communication  and  declaration 
aforesaid:  I  do  hereby  proclaim  the  same, and* 
consequently,,  that  the  trade  renewable  on  tht 
event  of  the  said  orders  being  withdrawn,  is  ts 
be  considered  as  under  the  operation  of  the  ser- 
eral  acts  by  which  such  trade  was  suspended. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Uoi- 
ted  States,  at  the  City  of  Washington,  the  niaib 
day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  tboa* 
sand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  and  of  the  ind^ 
penence  of  the  said  United  Sutes  the  thirty- 
fbnrih. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

By  the  President: 

fl.  SiiiTB,  Secretary  of  State. 

No.  ?. 
The  Secretary  of  Sute^  to  Mr.  Biskine. 

DjaPARTMBXT  OP  Statb,  Aug.  9, 180^ 
Sia:  I  have  just  received  from  Mr.  Pinkoera 
letter,  enclosing  a  printed  paper,  purporting  to  be 
a  copy  of  a  despatch  to  yoo  from  Mr.  Caaaisi' 
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wh ieb  states,  among  ocber  thiogs,  (hat,  from  the 
report  of  your  cooversations  with  Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Gallaiio,  and  Mr.  Smith,  it  appears: 

^^IsC.  That  the  American  Qovernment  is  pre- 
pared,  in  the  event  of  His  Majesty's/cooseoting 
to  withdraw  the  Orders  in  Coaocil  of  January 
and  Novemher,  1807,  to  withdraw,  contempora* 
neousiy,  on  his  part,  the  interdiction  of  its  har- 
bors to  ships  of  was,  and  all  Don-intercourse  and 
noD-importation  acts,  so  far  as  respects  Qreat 
Britain,  leaving  them,  in  force  with  respect  to 
France^  and  the  Powers  which  adopt  or  act  un- 
der her  decrees. 

"'2A,  That  America  is  willing  to  renouiiee 
dariDg  the  present  war,  the  pretension  of  carry- 
ins  on,  in  Hme  of  war,  all  trade  with  the  enemy's 
cMOoies,  from  which  she  was  excluded  during 
peace. 

^'3d.  Great  Britain,  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
the  operatiob  of  the  embargo,  and  the  boituiJi(U 
intention  of  America  to  prevent-  her  citisens 
from  trading  with  France,  and  the  Powers'adopt- 
ing  and  acting  under  the  French  decrees*,  is  to  be 
considered  as  being  at  liberty  to  capture  all  such 
American  vessels  as  may  be  found  attempting  to 
trade  with  the  ports  of  any  of  these  Powers; 
without  whicli  security  for  the  observance  of  the 
embargo,  the  raising  it  nominally  with  respect 
to  Great  Britain  alone  would,  Jo  fact,  rpise  it 
with  respect  to  all  the  wdVld." 

I  have  the  honor  to  ret]uest  you  to  favor  me  with 
such  explanations  as^  your  candor  will  at  once 
suggest^  id  relatioo  to  these  imputed  conversa- 
tions. '    - 

1  forbear  to  express  to  you,  sir,  the  surprise 
that  is  felt  at  the  extraordinary  pretensions  set 
forth  in  this  letter  of  instruction,  and  especiallv 
St  the  expectation  that  this  Government  woula, 
as  a  preliminary,  recoffnise  conditions^  two  w 
which  are  so  manifestly  irreconcilable  to  the 
dignity  and  interest  of  the  United  States.  I, 
however,  would  remark,  that,  had  you  deemed 
it  proper  to  have  communicated  in  exten$o  this 
letter,  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  the 
President  to  have  perceived  in  its  condittoos,  or 
ID  its  spirit,  that  conciliatory  disposition  which 
had  been  professed,  and  which  it  was  hoped  had 
really  existed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc.^ 

R.  SMITH. 

Hon.  D,  M.  BaaKiif  B,  dko. 

No.  3. 
Mr.  EfsUiie  to  Mr.  Smith. 

WASHUfOTOiif  Auguit  14, 1809. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re* 
ceipt  of  your  letter  of  the  9th  Instant,  inforiniDg 
me  that  you  had  just  receive  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Pinkney,  enclosing  a  printed  paper,  our- 

Kniog  to  M  a  copy  of  a  despatch  to  me  from 
r.  Canning,  which  states,  among  other  things, 
^*from  the  report  of  your  conversations  with  Mr. 
Madison,  Mr.  Gallatin,  and  Mr.  Smith,  it  ap- 
pears: 


^  Ist.  That  the  American  Gbvernmeot  is  pre* 
pared,  in  the  event  of  His  Majesty's  consenting 
to  withdraw  the  Orders  in  Council  of  January 
and  November,  1807,  to  withdraw,  contempora- 
neously, oa  its  part)  the  interdiction  of  its  bar* 
bocs  to  ships  of  war,  and  all  nonMnterbourse  and 
nop- importation  acts,  sO  far  as  respects  Great 
Britain,  leaving  them  iu  force  with  respect  to 
France,  and  the  Powers  which  adopt  or  act  un- 
der her  decrees. 

'^2d.  That  America  is  willing  to  renounce, 
during  the  present  wair,  the  pretension  of  carry- 
ing on,  in  time  of  war,  all  trade  with  the  ene- 
my'^ colonies,  from  whiieh  she  was  excluded  da* 
ring  peace. 

^  3d.  Great  Britain,  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
the  operation  of  the  embargo,  and  the  bonafixU 
intention  of  America  to  prevebt  her  cttizeiw 
from  trading  with  France,  and  the  Powers  adopt- 
ing  and  acting  under  the  French  decrees,  is  to 
be  considered  as  being  at  liberty  to  capture  all 
such  American  vessels  as  may  befocind  attempt* 
ing  to  trade  !^ith  the  ports,  of  any  of  these  Pow- 
ers; without  which  security  for  the  observance 
of  the  embargo,  the  raising  it  nominally  witll 
respect  to  Great  Britain  alone  would,  in  fact, 
raise  it  with  respect  to'all  the  world." 

The  explanatious  which  you  request  from  me 
upon  that  subject  shall  be  given  with  candor; 
and  I  will  proceed,  aecordingljr,  to  lay  before 
you  an  abstract  of  the  communications  which,! 
made  to  His  Majesty's  Government  relative  to 
ther^  unofficial  conversations  which  I  had  held 
with  Mr.  Madison,  (then  Secretary  of  State,) 
Mr.  Gallatin,  and  yourself,  at  the  time  and  i»poii 
the  occasion  alluded  to  by  His  Majesty's  Secre- 
tary of  State,  (Mr.  Canninff,)  in  that  part  of  his 
instructions  to  me,  of  which  you  inform  me  you 
have  received  a  printed  copy  from  Mr.  Pinkney. 

Upon  referriog  to  my  despatches,  addressed  lo 
His  Majesty's  Government,  of  the  3d  and  4th  of 
December  last,  in  which  tb^e  communications 
are  detailed,  I  conclude  that  the  conversations 
alluded  to  must  have  been  held  some  davs  previ- 
ous to  that  period,  and  were  to  the  following 
effect: 

Mr.  Madisonr  (then  Secretary  of  State)  ia  rep- 
resented by  me  to  have  urged  various  arguments, 
teodittg  to;  i>rove  that  the  United  States  had  ex- 
-erted  all  their  efforts  to  persuadethe  French  Gov- 
ernment to  withdraw  their  unjust  restrictions 
upon  neutral  cbmmerce^and  that  recourse  might 
have  been  had  to  measures  of  more  activity  aad 
decisioa  against  France  than  mere  remonstrances, 
but  that,  in  the  meantime,  Great  Britain  had  is- 
atted  her  Ordera  in  Gonncil  before  it  was  known 
whether  the  United  States  would  acquiesce,  io 
the; aggression*  of  France,. and  thereby  rendered 
it  impossible  to  distinguish  between  the  conduct 
of  the  two  beUigerenis,  who  had  equally  com- 
mitted aggressions  against  the  United  States. 

After  some  othefT  observations,  Mr.  Madison  ia 
stated  by  me,  at  that  time,  to  have  added,  that,  as 
the  World  must  be  convinced  that  America  had 
in  Tsin  taken  all  the  means  in  her  power  to  o^ 
tain  from  Great  Britain  «ad  France  a  juat«ltt»- 
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tion  to  kef  rights  as  a  neutral  Power,  by  repre- 
sentations  and  remonstrances,  she  would  be  fallv 
justified  tn  having  recourse, to  hostilities  witn 
either  belligerent,  and  chat  she  only  Jiesttated  to 
do  so  from  the  diffieoltf  of  contending  with 
both ;  but  that  she  must  be  driven  even  to  en- 
deavor to  maintain  her  rights  against  the  two 
greatest  Powers  in  the  world,  unless  either  of 
them  should  relax  their  restrictions  upon  neutral 
commerce;  in  which  case,  the  United  States 
would  at  once  side  with  that  Power  a^inst  the 
other  which  might  continue,  its  aggressions. 

That  ev6ry  opinion  which  he  enterulaed*  re^ 
sp^cting  the  best  interests  of  his  coun'tt-y  led  him 
to  wish  that  a  good  understanding  should  take 

glace  between  Great  Britain  aads  the  United 
itaiesf  and  that  he  thought  that  the  obviouf  ad» 
vantages  which  would  thereby  result  to  both 
oooBtries  were  a  suQcient  pledge  of  thesincerity 
of  his  sentiments. 

These  observations.  sir,l  beg  leave  to.  remark, 
wi^re  made  to  me  by  Mr.  Madison  about  a  month 
after  the  intelligenpe.  had  been  i^eived  in*  this 
country  of  the  rejection  by  Hia  Majesty's  Qov- 
ernment  of  the  propositioji  made  through  Mr. 
Pinkney  by  the  President  for  the  removal  of*  the 
embargo,  as  respects  Great,  Britain,  upon  condi- 
tion that  the  Orders  in  Coiincil  should  be  with- 
drawn, as  respected  the  United  States;' and  his 
sentiments  were,  as  I  conceived,  expreissed-  to 
me,  in  order  that  I  might  convey  them  to  His 
Majesty's  Government,  so  as  to  lead  to  a  recon- 
sideration of  the -proposition  above  mentioned, 
with  a  view  to  the  adjustment  of  the  differences 
4ipon  that  subject  between  the  respective  coun- 
tries. But  I  never  considered  that  Mr.  Madison 
meant  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
would  pledge  themselves  beyond  the  proposition 
respecting  the  embaigo,  as  above  stated,  because 
that  was  the  extent  of  the  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent by  the  Constitution  of  the  United. Sutes*    ' 

I  understood,  very  distinctly^  that  the  observa- 
tions of  the  Secretary  of  State  were  intended  to 
convey  an  opinion  as  Co  what  ought  and  woald 
be  the  course  pursued  by  the  United  States  in 
the  event  of  His  Majesty's  Orders  in  Couneil 
being  witbdrawut 

In  these  sentiments  and  opinions,  you  eon- 
ourred,  as  I  collected  from  the  tenor  of  several 
conversations  which  I  held  with  you  at  that 
period. 

With  respect  to  the  second  point,  as  stated  in 
your  letter  to  be  contained  in  a  "  despatch  from 
Mr.  Canning,"  I  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following 
explanation: 

In  the  course  of  a  privafte  interview  I  had 
with  Mr.  Gallatin,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, he  intimated  that  the  non-intercoarae  law 
wnich  was  then  likelv  to  be  passed  by  the  Con- 
Ipress,  might  be  considered  aa  removing  two  very 
important  grounds  of  difference  with  Great  Bnt- 
ain,  vit :  the  non-importlition  act,  as  applicable 
to  her  alone  and  also  the  President's  proclama- 
tion, whereby  the  ships  of  Gk'eat  Britain  were 
deluded  from  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
while  thoa«  of  France  were  permitted  to  enter  5 


but  that,  by- the  noB-mtereouiae  law,  both  Powers 
were  placed  on  the  aame  footing.  He  did  ooi 
pretend  to  aay  that  thiB  measure  had  been  takes 
from  any  motivea  of  concession  to  Great  Brit- 
ain^ but  as,  in  fact,  those  consequences  followed, 
he  c(mceived  they  might  be  considered  as  remoT* 
ing  the  two  great  obsuicles  to  a  conciliatioo. 

He  adverted  also  to'  the  probability  of  ao  li- 
jttstmeat  of  another  important  point  in  dispstt 
between  the  two  countries,  as  ne  said  he  koew 
that  it  was  intended  by  the  United  States  to 
abandon  the  attempt  to  carry  on  a  trade  with  t&c 
colonies  of  the  belligerents  in  time  of  war,  whieh 
was  not  allowed  ia  time  of  peace,  and  to  trust  to 
their  being  permitted  by  the  French  to  carry  oa 
such  trade  in  peace^so  as  to  entitle  them  tsa 
jsontinuaace  of  it  in  time  of  war. 

As  it  may  be  very  material  to  ascertain  wbi 
"  trade  with  the  ooloniea  of  belli^reots"  was,  in 
my  oonoeption,  meant  by  Mr.  GMUtin  as  iaieDd- 
ed  to  be  abandoned  by  the  United  ^tttes,  I  fed 
no  hesitation  in  declaring  that  I  aspposed  be  al- 
luded to  the  trade  from  the  coloftieB  of  beliin- 
rents  direct  to  their  mother  ccwntry,  or  toue 
ports -of  other  belligerents^  becau^  the  n^tm 
such  trade  had  been  the  point  in  dispute ;  where- 
as^ the  right  to  carry  on  a  frade  from  thecoioaies 
of  belligerents  to  the  United  States  had  oerer 
been  called  in  question,  and  had  been  recogused 
by  Hib  Majesty's  Supreme  Coort  of  Adiairalty; 
and  the  terms  even  upon  which  such  colooiil 
produce  might  be  reexported  from  the  United 
States,  had  been  formally  arranged  io  a  tretty 
signed  in  London  hj  the  Ministers  Pleaipotes* 
tiary  of  both  countries,  which  was  .not,  iodecd, 
ratified  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
but  was  not  objected  to  as  to  that  article  of  it 
which  settled  the  terms  upon  which  sack  trade 
was  to  be  permitted. 

Such  was  the  substance,  sir,  of  the  aooflieial 
oonversasions  which  I  had  held  with  Mr.  Madi- 
son,  Mr.  GallatiO,  and  yourself,  which  I  did  oat 
consider,  or  represent  to  His  Majesty'^  Qorero* 
ment,  as  intended  with  any  other  view  than  to 
endeavor  to  bring  about  the  repeal  of  the  Orders 
in  Council,  by  showing  that  many  of  the  obsta- 
oles  whioh  bad  acood  in  the  way  of  an  amicable 
adjustment  of  the  differences  between  the  (wo 
countries  were  already  removed,  and  that  a  &ir 
prospect  existed  of  settling  what  remained ;  sioce 
the  United  States  ^zbibiled  i^  (fotermhiatioii  to 
resist  the  unjust  aggressions  upon  her  neutral 
rights,  which  was  all  that  Great  Britain  bad 
ever  required;  but  I  certainly  never  received  aof 
assurances  from  the  Americaa  Government  tbat 
they  would  pledge  themselves  to  adopt  the  cod* 
ditions  speciited  m  Mr.  Canaiag's  instroctioosas 
prellmiaaries  $  nor  did  I  ever  hold  oat  soeb  ao 
expectation  to  His  Majesty's  Government,  bar^ 
ing  alwajs  stated  to  them  that,  in  the  erent  a 
His  Majesty  thinking  it  just  or  expedient  » 
cause  his  Orders  in  Council  to  be  withdrawn,  (^ 
President  would  take  off  the  embargo  as  respected 

England,  leaving  it  in  operation  against  Fraoee, 
and  the  Ppwera  which  adopted  or  acted  ondtf 
her  decrees,  according  to  tne 'aothonty  wbsf» 


2081 


APPENDIX. 


S083 


XekaioM  loith  Great  BriUMu 


was  Fested  io  him  at  that  time  bv  the  Congress 
of  tbe  United  States;  and  that  there  was  every 
reason  to  expect  that  a  satisfactory  arrangement 
miglit  be  made  upon  the.  points  of  the  colonial 
trade,  which  had  been  so  long  in  dispute  between 
the  two  countries. 

As  to  the  third  conditjon  referred  to  by  yon,  spe- 
ci6ed  in  Mr.  Canning's  instructions,  I  have  only 
to  remark,  that  I  never  held  any  conversation 
with  the  members  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  relative  to  it  untilmy  late  negoti-. 
ation,  or  had  ever  mentioned  the  subject  to  His 
Majesty's  Government;  it  having,  for  the  first 
time,  been  presented  to  my  consideration  in  Mr. 
Canning's  de$|iatch  to  me  of  tbe  23d  of  January, 
ia  which  thau  idea  is  suggested,  and  is  stated  to 
have  been  assented  to  by. Mr.  Pinkney. 

It  would  be  unavailing  at  the  present  moment 
to  enter  upon  an  examination  of  the*'  pretensions 
set  forth  in  Mr.  Canning's  letter  of  instructions," 
which  you  are  pleased  to  term  ^  extraordinary." 

I  cofifiider  it,  howeyer,  to  be  my  duty  to  declare 
that,  (luring  my  negotiation  with  you,  which  led 
to  the  conclusion  of  the  provisional  agreement, 
I  found  no  reason  to  believe  that  any. difficulties, 
would  occur^  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  two 
former  conditions,  as  far.  as  it  was  in  the  power 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  accede 
to  the  first,  and  consistently  with  the  explana* 
tion  which  I  have  before  given  of  the  second 
point;  on  the  contrary,  I  received  assurances, 
through  you,  tliat  the  President  would  comply 
(as  far  as  it  was  in  bis  power)  with  the  first  con- 
dition, and  that. there  could  be  ilo  dotibtthat  the 
Congress  would  think  it  incumbent  upon  them 
to  assert  the  rights  of  the  United  States  against 
sQch  Powers  as.  should  adopt  or  act  utider  the 
decrees  of  France,  as  soon  as  their  acttial  con- 
duct or  determination  upon  that  subject  coiild  be 
ascertained ;  but  that;  in  tbe  meantime,  that  the 
President  had  not  the  power,  ^nd  could  not  un- 
dertake to  pledge  himself  in  the  formal  manner 
reouired  to  th^t  effect. 

I  received,  also,  assurances  from  you  that  no 
doubt  could  be  reasonably  entertained  that  a  sat- 
isfactory arrangement  might  be  made  in  a  treaty 
npon  the  subject  of  the  second  condition  men- 
tioned in  Mr.  Canning's  instructions,  according 
to  my  explanation  .of  it  in  the  foregoing  part  of 
this  letter;  bat  that  it  necessarily  would  form  an 
article  of  a  treaty,  in  which  the  various  preten- 
sions of  the  two  countries  should  be  settled. 

The  third  condition  yoo  certaibly  very  dis- 
tinctly informed  me  coQld  not  be  recognised  by 
the  President,  but  you  added,  what  had  great 
weight  in  my  mind,  ^b^t  you  did  not  aee  why 
any  great  importance  should  be  sLttached  to  sucn 
a  recognition;  because  it  would  be  impossible 
that  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  could  prefer 
a  complaint  to  his  Government,  on  account  of 
the  capture  of  his  vessel,  while  engaged  in  a 
trade  absolutely  interdicted  by  the  Uws  of  his 
country.  , 

Under  these  plrcomstance5,  therefore,  finding 
that  I  could  not  obtain  the  recognitions  specified 
in  Mr.  Canning's  despatch  of  th^  23d  of  January, 
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(which  formed  but  one  partoi\i\s  instroctions 
to  me,)  in  the  formal  manner  required,  I  consid- 
ered that  it  would  be  in  vain  to  lay  before  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  tbe  despatch 
in  question,  which  I  was  at  liberty  to  have  done 
in  eJBteneo,  had  I  thought  proper.  But  as  I  had 
such  strong  grounds  for  believing  chat  the  object 
of  His  Majesty's  Government  could  be  attjiined, 
though  in  a  different  manner,  and  the  spirit,  at 
least,  of  my  several  letters  of  instructions  be 
fully  complied  with,  I  felt  a  thoroujgh  conviction 
upon  my  mind  that  I  should  be  acting  in  con- 
formity with  His  Majesty's  wishes ;  and,  accord- 
ingly concluded  the  late  provisional  agreement, 
on  His  Majesty's  behalf,  with  the  Government  or 
the  United  States. 

The  disavowal,  by  His  Majesty,  is  a  painful 
proof  jo  me  that  I  had  formed  an  erroneous  judg- 
ment of  His  Majesty's  views,  and  the  intention 
of  my  instructions ;  and  I  have  most  severely  to 
lamen^t  that  an  act  of  mine  (though  uninteniion-- 
ally)  should  produce  any  embarrassment  in  the 
relations  between  the  two  countries. 

It  is,  a  great,  consolation  to  me,  however,  to 
perceive  that'  treasures  have  been  adopted  by 
hoth  Governments  to  prevent  any  losses,  and  to 
obviate  any'inconveniencea  which  might  have 
arisen  to  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  either  coun- 
try from  a  retiance  on  the  fulfilment  of  that  pro- 
visional agreement;-  and  I  cannot  but  cherish  a 
hope  that  a  complete  and  cordial  undei'standing . 
between  the  two  countries  may  be  effected. 

Ii>eg  leave  to  add,  that  it. would  have  given 
me  great  happiness  to  have  contributed  to  so  de- 
sirable an  object,  an.d  to  offer  you  the  assurances 
of  the  great  respect  and  high  consideration  with 
which  I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  M.  ERSKINE. 
Hou.  Robert  Smito. 
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No.4i 
The  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Snkine. 

Wabhinqton,  Aug,  13, 1809. 

SfR :  I  do  not  believe  that,  in  the  conversations 
we  have  had  respecting  the  practicability  of  an 
adjustment  of  the  differences  between  theiJniied 
States  and  Great  BrKain,  we  ever  have  misun- 
derstood one  another.  Yet  as,  from  Mr.  Can- 
ning^'s  instructions,  lately  published  by  your  Gov- 
ernment, it  would  seem  tnat  some  opinions  are 
ascribed  to  several  members  of  this  Administra- 
tion which  they  did  not  entertain,  it  appears 
necessary  to  ascertain  whether  on  any  point  a 
misapprehension  can  have  taken  place. 

I  will  forbear  making  any  observations  on  what, 
in  the  instrjctions,  is  calleid  the  third  condition, 
since  it  is  not  asserted  that  that  inadmissible 
proposition  was  suggested  at  Washington. 

The  points  embraced  in  Mr.  Canning's  first 
proposition  formed  the  principal  topic  of  our 
conversations  relative  to  a  revocation  of  the  Or- 
ders in  Council,  Yet,  in  the  manner  in  which 
that  proposition  is  expressed,  it  goes  further  than 
had  been  suggested  by  the  members  of  this  Ad- 
ministration,   It  is  sufficiently  evident,  from  the' 
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proce^ings  of  Con^revs,  both  previous  and  sub- 
sequent to  the  unratified  agreement  of  April  last, 
that  the  United  States  intended  to  continue  the 
restrictions  on  the  commercial  intercourse  with 
France,  while  such  of  her  decrees  as  Tiolated  ouf 
neuteal  rights' continued  in  force,  and  to  remove 
those  restrictions,  in  relation  to  Qreat  Britain,  in 
the  event  of  a  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil.*  But  that  state  of  things,  so  far  as  it  related 
to  France,  was  to  result  from  our  own  laws, 
kaown  or  anticipated  by^  your  Government  when 
they  anthorlSsed  an 'arrangement;  and  it  was  not 
proposed  by  us  that  the  contioiiaQce  of  the  non-^ 
intercourse  with  France  should  be  cnade  a  condi- 
tion of  that.arrangement.  While  oii  that  subject, 
I  will  add  an  observation,  though,  perhaps,  not 
immediatel3r  eonhecied  with  the  object  of  this 
letter.  I  think  that  the  object  of  that  proposition, 
so  far  as  it  apeed  wijih  your  previous  understand- 
ing of  the  Intentions  of  this  ISovernment,  has 
been  substantially  carried  kiio  effect  on  our  part. 
It  is  true  that  your  Government  might  at  the  date 
of  the  instructions  have  expected,  from  the  in- 
eipieht  proceedings  of  Congress,  that  Holland 
would  be  embraced  by  the  restrictive  laws  of  the 
United  States.  Not  only,  Jiowever,  was  the  omis- 
sion nominal,  since  American  vessels  were  at  the 
tiipe,  by  the  decrees  of  that  country,  ref^ed  ad- 
mission into  its  ports ;  but,  under  tne  same  eon- 
itruQtiob  of  our  laws,  by  which  the  commercial 
intercourse  with  Holland  was^  permitted,  that 
with  Portugal  was  also  considered  as  legal,  in  the 
event  of  tliat  country  being  occupied  by  British 
troops,  in  the  name  of  the  Prince  Regent. 
-  It. is,  therefore,  principally  i^s  respects  the  sec- 
ond condition,  which  relates  to  the  colonial  trade, 
that  erroneous  inferences  might  be  drawn  from 
the  expressions  used  in  Mr.  Canning's  instruc- 
tions. Although  the  subiecl  must  have  beeo 
mentioned  here  incidentally,  and  only  in  a  tran- 
sient manner,  as  it  is  one  to  which  I  had  paid 
particular  attention,  and  on  which  my  opinion 
had  nevier  .varied,  I  think  that  I  can  state  with 
precision  in  what  view  I  have  always  considered 
\ty  and  must  have  alluded  to  it. 

1st.  I  never  could  have  given  countenance  to 
an  opinion  that  the  United  States  would  agree, 
or  that  it  would  be  proper,  to  make  any  arrange* 
meat  whatever  witn  respect  to  the  colonial  trade, 
a  condition  of  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
Coiincil.  The  two  subjects  were  altogether  un- 
connected, and  I  am  confident  that  such  a  propo- 
sition was  nevjer  suggested  either  by  you  or  by 
any  member  of  this  Administratioh.  Such  an 
arrangement  could  be  effected  only  by  treaty; 
and  it  is  with  a  considerable  degree  of  surprise 
that  I  see  your  Government  now  asking,  not  only 
resistance  to  the  French  decrees,  but  the  aban- 
donment of  a  branch  ^f  our  commerce,  as.  the 
price  of  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council. 
This  seems  to  give  a  new  character  to  a  measure 
which  had  heretofore  been  represented  as  an  act 
of  retaliation  reluctantly  adopted,  and  had  been 
defended  solely  on  the  grouna  of  a  supposed  ac- 
quiescence on  the  part  of  the  United  States  in 
the  injurious  decrees  of  another  nation. 


2d.  In  the  event  of  a  treaty  eqibracing  all  tlu 
points  in  dispute,  and  particolariy  that  of  id- 
pressments,  without  which,  I  trusty  no  treaij  vili 
ever  take  place,  it  was  my  opinion,  and  1  may 
certainly  have  expressed  it,  that  if  the  other  so^ 
jects  of  diflference  werearranged^that  respectiiv 
the  colonial  trade  would  be  easily  adjusted.  I 
had  considered  the  principles  recognised  in  a fa- 
mer  correspondenoe  l^tween  Lord  Hawkeiboff 
and  Mr.  King,  on  the  subject  of  the  colooitl 
trad^,  and,  subsequently,  again  adopted  in  tke 
treaty  negotiated  by  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Piok- 
ney,  as  a  general  buis  agreed  on  under  differeit 
Aaministrations  by  both  Governments,  fron 
which  neither  couij  now  recede,  and  suscepiibli 
only  of  modifications  as  to  detaib.  The  iDstIlI^ 
tions  to  our  Ministersin  London  on  that  subject 
had  also  been  published,  and  were  known  to  foor 
GovernmenL  I  therefore  believed,  that  the Uni* 
ted  States,  in  the  event  of  a  treaty^  would  stiii  be 
disposed  to  waive  for  the  present,  m  tbe  maaott 
and  on  the  terms  contemplated  by  those  iostnte- 
tions^  their  ri^^ht  to  that  branch,  and  to  that 
branch  only,  of  the  colonial  trade,  known  bjr  tlK 
pame  of  direct  trade,  that  \e  to  say,  the.  trade  car- 
ried directly  from  belligerent  colonies  to  tbebd- 
ligerents  in  Europe,  when  that  trade  was  ooi 
permanently,  in  peace  as  in  war,  permitted  by  the 
laws  of  the  country  to  which  these  coioDvei  be- 
longed. The  right  to  a  trade  l>etween  soeh colo- 
nies and  the  United  States  generally,  and  to  that 
in  colonial  articles  between  the  tfoited  States 
and  other  countries,  never  can,  nor  wilL  io  mf 
opinion,  be  abandoned,  or  its  exercise  besosprad- 
ed,  by  this  Government.  On  the  contrary,  it  » 
solely  in  order  to  secure,  by  an  express  treaty  stip- 
ulation, that  trade  against  the  danger  of  inter- 
ruption, and  thus,  by  a  mutual  spirit  of  aeeoin- 
modation,  to  avoid  collisions,  that  the  abaodoa- 
ment  of  the  direct  branch  can  ever  be  assented 
to.  . 

Permit  me,  therefore,  to  request,  that  yon  will 
inform  me  whether  you  understood  me  oa  those 
two  points,  as  I  certainly  meant  to  be  antlerstood ; 
namely,  that  the  relinquishment. during  the pres^ 
ent  war,  of  what  is  called  the  airect  trade,  was 
alone  contemplated ;  and  that  no  arrangement  oa 
that  subject  was  suggested  as  a  conditioo  of  the 
revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  re- 
spect and  conaider^ition,  sir;  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

.  Hon.  D.  M.  Eaaxuf B,  Mimtier^  fc 


Mn 


Np.^« 

le  to  Mr.  GaBatin. 

Washington,  Aug,  15, 1809. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  in  whick 
you  have  been  pleased  to  say,  that  althotigb  V^ 
•'do  not  believe  that  in  the  conversations ve 
have  had  respecting  the  practicability  of  an  ^' 
iustmeftt  of  tne  differences  between  the  Uoiie<i 
States  and  Great  Britain,  we  ever  have  qubiJ' 
dentood  one  another  \  yet  as,  from  Mr.  Canning) 
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iDstructioiiSy  lately  poblished  bf  my  QoTerniQent, 
it  would  s^em  tiiat  some  opinions  are  ascribed  to 
several  members  of  this  Admiaistratioo  wbi4;h 
they  did  not  entertain,  it  appears  necessary  to  as- 
certain vhetber,  on  any  point,  a  misapprahenfion 
can  bare  taken  place.'' 

In  answer  to  your  inquiries,  I  bave  great  satis- 
faction in  assuring  you  ibat  there  appears  to  bate 
been  no  misunderstanding  respectinf^  tbe  sub- 
stance or  meaning  of  the  eon fersations  which 
passed  between  us,  as  stated  in  Mr.  Canning's  in- 
stroctiona  alluded  to^ 

After  the  most  careful  perusal  of  your  state- 
ment of  the  purport  of  our  cbnversatioas,  I  can- 
not discover  anv  material  differeni^e  £rom  the 
representation  which  I  have  made  upon. that  sub- 
ject to  the  Secretary  of  State,  (Mr.  Rob't  Smith,) 
JO  mr  letter  to  him  of  tbe  16th  instant,  to  which 
1  will,  therefore,  beg  to  refer  yoo,  as  I  have  therein 
detailed  the  substance  of  the  conversationi  aa- 
cording  to  my  recollection  of  it ;  which  is,  in 
every  respect,  essentially  the  sama  as  that  which 
yoQ  seem,  to  have  entertained. 

Daring  the  conversatiun  which  we  held,  re- 
specting the  practicability  of  an  amicable  adjust- 
ment of  the  differences  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, when  the  relinquLshmant,  by  the  United 
Slates,  duriog  the  present  war^  of  wba^t  is  called 
the  colonial  trade,  was  suggested  by  you,  I  con-, 
ceived  that  you  meant  (as  vou  havestated)  "the 
trade  carried  directly  from  nelligereat  colonies  to 
the  belligerents  in  Europe,  when  that  trade  was 
not  permaoently,  in  peace,  as  in  war,  permitted 
bf  the  laws  of  the  Country  to  which  those  colo- 
nies belonged.'^ 

I  never  supposed  that  you  intended  to  coav.ey 
an  opinioa  that  the  QoTcrnmant  of  the  United 
States  would  ipake  any  arrangement  respecting 
the  colon ial  trade,  as  a  condition  of  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  Orders  in  Council,  the  two  subjects 
being  altogether  unconnected,  nor  have  I  ever 
represented  to  His  Miyesty's  Qovernmeat  that 
inch  preliminary  pledge  would  be  given. 

With  sentimeuts  of  the  highest  respect,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  air,  your  most  obedient  bumble 
scrvaai,  D.  M.  £UISCIN  B. 

Hon.  A.  Qallatin,  Ae. 


No.  6. 


The  Seeretiiy  of  State  to  Mr.  Jackson. 

DcPaBTllENT  .OF  StaTE, 

October  9, 1809. 

Sir  :  An  arrangement  as  to  the  revocation  of 
the  Britiah  Orders  in  Council,  as  well  as  to  the 
satisraction  required  in  tbe  case  of  the  attacJt  on 
the  Chesapeake  frigate,  has  been  made  in  due 
form  by  the  Government  of.  the  United  States, 
with  David  Montague  Erskine,  BscLj  an  accred- 
ited Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty.  And  aiker  it  had  been  faithfully  carried 
into  execution  on  the  part  of  this  Government, 
and  under  circonut^nces  rendering  its  effects  on 
the  relatiTe  sitnation  of  the  Unit^  States  irrev- 
ocable, and,  in  some  respects,  irreparable,  His 


Britaniuc  Majesty  .has  deemed  it  proper  to  disa- 
vow it,  to  recall  his  Mi nister,  and  to  aend  another 
to  take  his  place* 

In  such  a  state  of  things,  no  expectation  eoald 
be  more  reasonable,  no  course  of  prooeeding  more 
obviously  prescribed  by  the  ordinary  respect  due 
to4h/e  disappointed  party,  than  a  prompt  and  ex** 
plicit  explanation  by  the  new  functionary  of  the 
grounds  of  the  refusal,  on  the  part  of  his  Gov- 
ernmeut,  to  abide  by  an  arrangement  so  solemnly 
made,  accompanied  by  a  substitution  of  other 
proi)ositioos. 

Under  the  influence  of  this  reasonable  expect 
ation^  the  President  has  learned,  withjDo  less  sur- 
prise than  regret,  that  in  your  several  conferenjeas 
with  me  you  have  stated : 

Isi.  That  you  have  no  instructions  from  your 
Government  which  authorize  you.  to  make  any 
explaoations.whaiever  to  this  Government  as  to 
the  reasons  whiah  -had.  induced  His  Britannie 
Majesty  to  disavow  the  arrangement  lately  nuide 
by  your  pred.ecessor ;  and  that,  therefore,  you 
could  not  make  any  sisch  explaastions. 

2d.  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake,  your 
instruofions  only  authorise  you  (without  assign- 
ing any  reason  whatever  why  the  reasonaole 
terms  of  sBti9faction  tendered  and  accepted  have 
not  b^en  carried  into  effect)  to  communicate  to 
this  Government,  a  note  tendering  satisfactioD, 
with  an  understanding  that  such  note  should  not 
be  signed  and  delivere4  by  you,  until  you  should 
have  previously  seen  and  approved  the  proposed 
answer  of  this  Goveromeiit,  and  that  the  signing 
and  the  delivery  of  your  note,  and  of  tbe  answar 
of  this  Government,  should  be  simultaneous. 

3d.  That  you  have  no  instructions  which  au- 
thorize you  to  make  to  this  Government  auy 
propositions  whatever  in  relation  to  the  reyoea- 
tion  of  the  British  Orders  in  Council,  but  only  to 
receive  such  as  this  Government  may  deem  it 
proper  to*  make  to  you. 

4th.  That,  at  all  events,  it  is  not  the  disposi- 
tion or  the  intention  of  the  British  Government 
to  revoke  their  Orders  in  Council,  as  they  respect 
the  United  States,  but  uoon  a  formal  stipulation, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  accede  to  the  - 
following  terms  and  conditions,  viz : 

1st.  That  the  act  of  Congress,  commonly  called 
the  non-intercourse  law,  be  continued  against 
France  so  long  as  she  shall  continue  her  decrees. 

24.  That  the  navy  of  Great  Briuin  be  author- 
ized to  aid  in  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the  said 
act  of  Congress. 

3d.  That  tbe  United  States  shall  explicitly  re* 
nounce,  during  the  present  war,  the  right  of  car* 
ryiiig  on  any  trade  whatever,  direct  or  indirect, 
with  any  colony  of  any  enemy  of  Great  Britain, 
from  which  thoy  were  excluded  during  peace; 
and  that  this  renunciation  must  extend,  not  only 
io  the  trade  between  the  colony  and  the  mother 
co«ntr)r.  but  to  tbe  trade  bietween  the  colony  and 
the  United  States. 

If,  ia  the  aforegoing  representation,  it  should 
appear  that  I  have,  in  any  instance,  misappie- 
headed  your  meaning,  it  will  afford  me  seal  plea* 
^re  to  be  enabled  to  lay  before  the  President  t 
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stAtemeot  corrected  affreeably^  to  any  suggestions 
with  which  you  may  be  pleased  to  favor  me. 

To  avoid  the  misconceptions  incident  to  oral 
proceedings,  I  have  also  the  honor  to  intimate, 
that  it  is  tnought  expedient  that  our  further  dis^ 
cussions,  00  the  present  occasion,  be  in  the  writ- 
ten  form.  And,  with  great  sincerity,  I  assure 
you,  that  whatever  communications  yon  may  be 
pleased  thus  to  make,  will  be  received  with  an 
anxious  soliaitude  to  find  them  such  as  may  lead 
to  a  speedy  rem ovair^of  every  existing  obstacle  to 
that  mutual  aiid  lasting,  friendship  and  cordiality 
between  the  two  nations,  which  it  is  obviously 
the  interest  of  both  to  foster.  I  have  the  honor  to 
be.  Ac.  R.  SMITH. 

Hon.  F.  J.  Jackson,  dbc. 


No.  7. 


Mr.  ^aduoo  to  Mr.  Smith. 

WASHINGTOIf,  Oct.  n,  1809. 

Sib  :  - 1  have  bad  the  honor  of  recelrinff  your 
official  letter  of  the  9th  inst.,  toward  the  close  of 
which  you  inform  me,  that  it  had  been  thought 
expedient  to  put  an  end  to  all  verbal  communica- 
tion betweeti  yourself  and  me,  in  discussing  the 
important  objects  of  my  mission.  Considering 
that  a  very  few  days  have  elapsed  since  I  deliv- 
ered to  the  President  a  credential  letter  from  the 
King  my  master,  and  that  nothing  has  been  even 
alleged  to  have  occurred  to  deprive  me  of  the  fa- 
cility of  access,  and  of  the  credit  to  which,  ac- 
cording to  immemorial  usage,  I  am  by  that  letter 
entitled,  I  believe  there  does  not  exist  in  the  an- 
nals of  diplomacy  a  precedent  for  such  a  deter- 
mination between  two  Ministers  who  have  met 
for  the  avowed  purpose  of  terminating  amicably 
the  existing  differences  between  their  respective 
countries ;  but,  after  mature  reflection.  I  am  in- 
duced to  acquiesce  in  it,  by  the  recollection  of 
the  time  that  must  necessarily  elapse  before  I 
can  receive  His  Majesty's  commands  upon  so  un- 
expected an  occurrence,  and  of  the  detriment  that 
would  ensue  to. the  public  service,  if  my  Ministe- 
rial functions  were,  in  the  interval,  to  be  altoge- 
ther suspended.  I  snail,  therefore,  content  myself 
with  entering  my  protest  against  a  proceeding 
which  I  can  consider  in  no  other  light  than  as  a 
Tiolation,  in  my  nersod,  of  the  most  essential 
rights  of  a  public  Minister,  when  adopted,  as  in 
the  |)resent  case,  without  any  alleged  misconduct 
on  his  part.  As  a  matter  of  opinion  I  cannot,  I 
own,  assent  to  the  preference  which  vou  give  to 
written  over  verbal  intercourse  for  tne  purpose 
of  mutual  explanation  and  accommodation.  I 
have  thought  it  due  to  the  public  character  with 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  invested,  and  to  the 
confidence  which  His  Majesty  has  most  gracious- 
ly been  pleased  to  repose  in  me,  to  state  to  you 
unreservedly  my  sentiments  on  this  point.  I 
shall  now  proceed  to  the  other  parts  of  your  let- 
"  T,  and  apply  to  them  the  best  consideration  that 
arise  from  a  zeal  proportioned  to  the  increase 
ifliculty  thu*)  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  resto- 
of  a  thorough  good  understanding  between 
(Ctive  countries.  . 


Tou  «late,  air,  very  truly,  that  an  arranvemcBt 
had  been  made  between. you  and  Mr.  Ertkioe, 
and  that  His  Majesty  had  thought  proper  to  dis- 
avow that  arraQgement. 

I  have  here,  in  the  outset,  to  regret  the  lost  of 
the  advantage  of  verbal  intercourse  with  yoQ,u 
I  should  have  availed  myself  of  it  to  ivqaiit 
whether,  by  your  statement,  it  was  yoar  intei- 
tion  to  complain  of  the  disavowal  itself,  or  oft 
total  want  of  explanation  of  it,  or  of  the  eireon- 
itance  of  that  explanation  not  having  beeo  ma^ 
through  .me.  I  ol^rve,  that,  in  the  records  of 
this  mission,  there  ts  no  trace  of  a  compliiot,oB 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  of  His  M8j($ry 
having  disavowed  the  act  of  his  Minister.  Ta 
have  not,  in  the  conferences  we  have  biihnto 
held,  distinctly  announced  any  sbch  complaiDL 
and  I  have  seen  with  pleasure,  in  this  forbear- 
ance on  your  *  part,  an  instance  of  that  caodor, 
which,  I  doubt  not,  will  prevail  in  all  oar  eoin- 
munications,  inasmuch  as  you  could  not  but 
have  thtioght  it  unreasonable  to  complain  of  tk 
disavowal  of  an  net  done  under  such  circu^)sll^ 
ces  as  could  only  lead  to  the  consequeaces  tht 
have  actually  followed. 

It  was  not  known,  when  I  left  Eoflaod, 
whether  Mr.  Brskine  had,  accord iag  to  tlic  lib- 
erty allowed  him,  communicated  to  you  isezienM 
his  original  instructions.  It  now  appears  that  he 
did  not.  But,  in  reverting  to  his  official  corres- 
pondence, and  particularly  to  a  despatch  address^ 
ed,  on  the20ih  of  April,  to  his  Majesty's  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs^  I  find  that  he  ibere 
states  that  he  had  submitted  to  your  considera- 
tion the  three  conditions  speciaed  in  those  ia- 
stnictions  as  the  groundwork  of  an  arraD^enn^^ 
which,  according  to  information  rcceiredfroo 
this  country,  it  Was  thooght  io  Eoglaod  mighi 
be  made  with  a  prospect  of-  great  motoai  idrao- 
tage.  Mr.  Erskine  then  reports  terifoiim  d 
eeriatim  your  observations  upon  each  of  t^e 
three  conditions,  and  the  reasons  which  (odoced 
you  to  think  that  others  might  be  substitsted  io 
lieu  of  them.  It  may  have  been  eoacloded  be- 
tween you  that  these  latter  were  an  eqoinleot 
for  the  original  conditions;  but  the  very  act  of 
substitution  evidently  shows  that  those  origioal 
conditions  were,  in  (act,  very  explicitly  commO' 
cated  to  you,  and  by  you,  of  course,  laid  before 
the  President  for  his  consideration.  I  D«<d 
hardly  add,  thai  the  difference  between  these 
conditions  and  those  contained  in  the  arraBfe- 
ment  of  the  18th  and  I9th  of  April,  is  suffieieoUT 
obvious  to  reouire  no  elucidation;  nor  need  i 
draw  the.  conclusion,  which  1  consider  as  sdmit- 
ted  by  all  absence  of  complaint,  on  the  pirta 
the  American  Government,  viz:  that, under  such 
circumstances,  His  Majesty  had  an  uodoobied 
and  incontrovertible  right  to  disavow  the  act  of 
his  Minister.  I  must  here  allude  to  a  soj>[kw 
tion,  which  you  have  more  than  once  mentioDfi 
to  me,  and  by  which,  if  it  bad  any  the  tlighmt 
foundation,  ibis  right  might,  perhaps,  hare  beea 
in  some  degree  affected.  You  have  in'^""*" 
me  that  you  understood  that  Mr.  Erskine  bw 
two  sets  of  instructions  by  which  to  regolate  bis 
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;ooduct ;  and  that  ttpoo  one  of  them,  which  had 
lot  been  commaDfcated  either  to  yoQ  or  to  the 
)ublic,  was  to  be^ rested  the  justification  of  the 
erms  fiaally  agreed  upon  between  you  and  him. 
[t  is  mf  duty,  sir,  solemnly  to  declare  to  you, 
ind  through  you  to.  the  President,  thai  the  de* 
ipatch  from  Mr.  Cannifig  to  Mr.  Erskioe,  which 
^.lu  hare  made  the  basis  of  ao  ofiSciai  correspond* 
^Dce  wiib  the  latter  Minister,,  and  which  was 
ead  by  the  former  to  the  American  Mioist^r  in 
London,  is  the  only  despatch  by  which  the  coa- 
litionf:  were  prescribed  to  Mr.  Erskine,  for  the 
tooclasion  of  an  arirangement  with  this  country. 
)o  ihe  matter  to  which  it  relates. 

To  return  to  the  immediate  subject  of  your 
etter.  I f^  sir,  it  be  your  intention  lo  state,  that 
Qo  explanation  wbate?er  has  been  given  to  the 
/kmerican  GoTerpment  of  the  reasdns  which  in- 
iuced  His  Majesty  to  disavow  the  act  of  my. 
)redecessor,  I  must,  in  that  case,. observe,  that,  in 
he  instructions  conveying  to  him  His  Majesty's 
Dtention,  those  reasons  were  very  folly  ai^dforci* 
i>ly  stated;  and  if  he  has  not  transmitted  them  to 
^Qu,  I  can  only  attribute  it  to  the  peculiar  dell* 
zacy  and  embarrassment  of  his  situation,  fol* 
vhich  he  probably  trusted  to  the  President's 
^doess  to  make  some  allowance;  and  he  might 
be  more  reasonably  be  led  to  that  reliance  on  it^ 
IS  a  full  and  ample  communication  was  also 
aade  upon  the  subject  ,by  His  Majesty's  Secre- 
ary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs. to  Mr.  Pinkney, 
0  whom  the  whole  of  Mr.  Srskine's  origipal  in- 
itruction  was  read,  and  who,  it  was  natural  to 
oppose,  would  convey  to  his  Government  se 
Ducb  information  upon  a  v«ry  momentous  occa- 
AGO,  as  would  relieve  Mr.  Erskine  I'rom  the  ne-. 
sessity  of  entering  into  minute  details  of  the  mis-i 
mderstanding  that  had  oecurred.  At  all  events, 
10  complaint  can  be  subFtantiated  against  His 
tfajesty^s  Government  on  this  score,  seeing  that 
bey  not  only  instructed  the  Minister  who  had 
nade  the  disavowed  arrangement  as  to  the  mo-. 
ives  which-  occasioned  the  disavowal,  but  also 
»iib  frankness,  prouiptitude,  and  a  most  scrupu- 
ious  regard  to  national  honor,  gave  notice  to  the 
/American  Minister  in  London  6f  the  disavowal 
}ftbe  motives  .of  it,  and  of  the  precautions  spon^ 
laoeoasly  taken  by  His  Majesty  to  prevent  any 
08S  or  injury  accruing  to  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ed  States  Irom  a  reliance  on  any  agreement, 
lowever  unauthorized,  made  in  His  Majesty's 
lame.  The  mere  allusion  to  this  latter  circum- 
iiaoce  dispenses  me  from  further  noticing  the 
effects  which  you  describe  as  .being  produced 
ipon  the  United  States  by  the  circumstances  of 
this  agreement.  How  far  they  are  irrevocable  is 
not  for  me  to  determine;  but  the  word  trreparo&fe 
seems  lo  imply  that  a  loss  had  been  sustained  op 
the  occasion  by  the  public,  or  by  the  individuals 
of  this  country.  So  far  as  His  Majesty  could  be, 
by  possibility,  supposed  answerable  for  such  an 
eventual  loss,  he  hasj  as  I  have  before  stated, 
taken  the  utmost  precautions  to  avert  it. 

As  to  the  expectation  entertained  here,  that 
the  explanation  of  His  Majesty's  share  in.  this 
transaction  should  be  made  through  me,  I  might 


content  myself  with  itimply  observing,  that  I  waa 
not  provided  wKh  instructions  to  that  effect,  be- 
cause  it  was  known  that  the  explanation  in  ques- 
tion had  already  been  given.  But  it  accorda 
with  the  sentiments  of  His  Majesty  towards  this 
country,  to  observe,  also,  that  he  considered  tbat| 
as  some  time-  must  ^^cessarily  elapse  betf^eea 
my  appointment  and  my  entrance  on  the  dutiea 
of  ray  ministry,  it  would  be  a  more  friendly^ 
mode  of  proceeding  to  state,  without  delay,  and 
through  the  channels  I  have  already  mentioned, 
the  motives  that  compelled  His  Majesty  to  disa- 
vow the  agrei^ment,  tnan  to  leave  the  American 
Government  in  Uneertaintv  in  these  respects,  till 
the  unavoidably  protracted  period  of  my  arrival 
in  America,  i  say  this  in  regard  to  the  original 
notification  of  His  Majestv's  determination,  and 
of  the  motives  of  it,  which,  being  already  made^ 
it  could  not  be  supnosed  iU  London  that  a  repeti- 
tion of  them  woula  be  expected  from  me;  and, 
of  course,  no  such  case  has  been  foreseen  in  mf 
instructions.  .But  if,  beyond  this,  any  incidental 
explanation'  or  discussion  should  be  wished  for 
by  this  iSovernment,  I  came  fully  prepared  ta 
enter  into  them.  I  even  consider  them  to  have 
taken  placjB  between  us.  I  have  certainly  derived 
great  satiafactioji  from  the  several  hours  which 
we  have  spent  in  conference  upon  these  sobjects, 
because  they  have  enabled  me  to  remove  some 
inisunderstandingS)  and  to  refute  many  misrepre* 
sentaiions,  which  you  yourself  informed  me  ot^ 
in  rega'rd  to  the  conduct  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment. I  consider  such  mutual  explanations  as 
highly  beneficial  to  a  right  understanding  of  the 
views  and  interests  of  the  two  countries^  and  I 
should,  with  much  pleasure,  have  renewed  them, 
if  you  had  not  infoemed  me  that  the  President 
had  been  pleased  to  prescribe  another  and  a  dif- 
ferent moae  of  conducting  our  neffotiationa. 

I  will,  nevertheless,. avail  myseu  of  that  mode, 
which  he  still  permits,  to  repeat  to  yop,  that  Hia 
Majesty  has  authorized  me,  notwithstanding  the 
^ngraclous  manner  in  which  his  former  offer  of 
satisfaction  for  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake  waa 
received,  to  renew  that  which  Mr.  Erskine  waa 
instructed  to  make.    You  have  said  that  you  so' 
fully. understood  the  particulars  of  that  offer,  thnc 
I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  recapitulate  them  heca. 
1  regret  that,  since  they  were  so  clearly  under- 
stood by  you,  you  should  not  yel  have. been 
enabled  to  state  to  me,  either  in  our  personal 
communications,  or  in  the  letter  which.I  am  now 
answering,  whether  they  are  considered  by  the 
President  a^' satisfactory,  or  whether  they  are 
such  as  he  ultimately  meana  to  accept.    You 
seem  not  so  distinctly  to  have  understood  the 
form  of  proceeding  in  tbis  affair^  which  I  took 
the  liberty  of  suggesting  as  likely  to  lead  to  n 
satisfactory  result,  without,  however,  at  all  pre- 
cluding, any  other  method  which  might  appear 
preferable  to  you.    My  proposal  was,  not  to  com* 
municate  a  note  tenderinff  satisfaction,  but  to 
agree  with  you  befori^hattd  upon  the  terms  of  n 
declaration  on  the  part  of  His  Majjesty,  which 
should  actually  ^ive  the.  satisfaction,  (the  condi- 
I  tions  of  which  I  informed  you  that  1  was  anther^ 
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ixed  to  earry  into  ipMned^te  esrecotiob,)  and  of 
a  €Oudte^declaratioD,  to  be  signed  by  yon  on  tbe 
part  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  ae^ 
cepting  such  satisfaction.  I  expressly  stated  that , 
this  interchange  of  official  documents  was  not 
meant  by  qie  as  tbe  means  of  conveying  to  each 
olher  our  respective  sentiments;  that  I  underatood 
to  be,  as  is  usual,  the  object  of  oar  eonferences; 
and  I  imagined  t|iat  tbe  papers  to  be  signed  by 
us,  respectively,  would  be  the  result  of  those 
sentiments  so  communicated;  and  that,  by  being 
reeipiooally  corrected  and  modified,  and  simol- 
umeoosly  delivered,  they  would  form  one  com- 
pact by  which  the  two,  countries  would  be  equally 
Sound.  This  course  of  proceeding  is  conforma- 
ble to  the  practice  of  tbe  Courts  of  Europe  on 
similar  occaftions.  You  did  not,  at  the  time,  ap- 
pear to  object  to  it ;  you  evea  requested  me  to 
come  the  next  day,  prepared  with  a  'draught  or 
frojet  of  a  uaper,  framed  in  pursuance  to  these 
ideas;  and  altnough  yon  desired  to  refer  the  sub- 
ject to  the  President  for  his  approbation,  I  do  not 
find  in  your  letter  either  an  expression  of  ^is 
sentiments  upon  it,  or  the  spbstitotion  of  any 
other  form  that  might  be  more  agreeable  to  him 
dian  the  one  which  I^have  proposed. 

t  touch,  with  considerable  and  very  sincere  re- 
luctance, upon  that  part  of  your  letter^  in  which 
you  state  tbiit  I  had  not  assigned  ^'any  reason 
whatever  whj  the  reasonable  terms  of  satisfaction, 
.tendered  and  accepted,  hare  not  been  carried 
into  effect.'' 

I  believed  that  I  had  observed  to  yod,  in  the 
words  of  my  instructions,  that  if  His  Majesty 
were  capable  of  being  actuated  by  any  desire  to 
retract  an  offbr  of  reparation  whioh  he  had  once 
made.  His  Majesty  might  be  well. warranted  in 
doing  so,  both  by  the  form  in  which  his  aecredited 
Minister  had  tendered  that  reparation,  and  by  the 
manner  in  which  that  tender  had  been  received. 
I  belicTe  that  I  elucidated  this  observation  by  a 
reference  to  the  oarticolar  expressions,  which, 
made  the  terms  or  satisfaction  appear  to  be  uu'^ 
acceptable  even  to  the  AmericHn  Oovemment,  at 
thevery  moment  when  they  were  accepted.- and 
w'hich,  at  all  events,  put  it  totally  out  or  His 
Majesty's  powe#  to  ratify  and  confirm  any  act  in 
which  such  expressions  were  contained. 

On  the  subject  of  His  MajestyV  Orders  in 
Council,  I  have  had  the  honor  of  informing  you 
that  His  Majesty,  having  caused  to  be  made  to 
the  Oovernment  of  the  United  States  certain  pro- 
posals founded  upon  principles^  some  of  which 
were  understood  to  originate  in  American  ati- 
thoritiesj  and  others  to  be  acquiesced  in  by  them ; 
and  baring  afterwards  iiscertained,  in  the  man- 
ner mentioned  in  a  fohner  part  of  this  letter,  that 
the  sentiments  of  the  American  €k)vernment 
were  so  different  from  whlit  they  were  at  first 
understood  to  be,  I  was  not  instructed  to  renew 
to  yoo  those  proposals,  nor  to  press  upon  your 
acceptance  an  arrangement  which  had  been  so 
recently  declined,  especially  aa  the  arrangement 
itself  is  become  less  important,  and  the  terms  of 
it  less  applicable  to  the  state  of  things  now 
existing.  . 


These  consideratioiks,  which  were  first  itrtimi* 
ted  in  Mr.  Canning's  official  letter  to  Mr.  Piak- 
ney  of  the  23d  Sejitemberj  1808,  and  which,  ia 
the  procesa  of  th^  following  six  months,  acquired 
l^reater  weight  and  influence,  induced  His  Mi* 
jesty,  before  the  result  of  Mn  Erskine's  n^tii- 
tion  was  known,  to  modify  the  Orders  in  Coob« 
cil  of  Norember,  1807,  by  that  of  tbe  26th  of 
April,  1809. 

The  effect  of  this  new  order' i»  to  relieve  tk 
system  under  which  the  former  orders  were  issaed 
from  that  which  has  always  been  represeDted  ii 
'this  oooattf  as  the  most  objectionable  and  offn- 
sive  part  of  it)  the  option  given  to  aeotnUto 
trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britiin.  throovii 
Bi'itisb  ports,  on  payment  of  a  transit  duty.  Thti 
was  originally  devised  and  intended  as  a  ^litig^ 
tion  of  what  is  certainly  more  correct  but  more 
rigid  in  principle — the  total  and  imqoalified  i&* 
terdictibn  of  all  trade  with  the  enemy*  If,  bov- 
erer,  this  mitigation  was  feltaa-an  agj^fsvatkn, 
and,  as  has  been  sometimes  warmly  asserted^  as 
an  insult,  that  cause  of  complaint  is  nowentifrif 
removed.  By  tbe  Order  in  Council  of  the36lh 
April.  1809,  all  trade  With  Prance  and  Hollaod, 
and  the  portr  of  Italy  compreliended  nadfrriie 
denondination  of  theKinedora  of  Italy,  itsiapir 
prohibited  altogether,  ^lo  option  is  aff9rdtd,aiid, 
consequently,  no  transit  duty  is  reqirired  to  be 
paid.  In  another  respect,  the  Order  in  CooDcfl 
of  the  26th  April  most  be  admitted  to  be  more 
reatriotire  than  those  of  Norember,  1807. 

The  trade  with  enemies*  colonies,  which  vv 
opened  to  neutrals  at  the  commenceaeotoftiie 

J  resent  war  by  the  Order  in  Council  of  tbedM 
one,  1803.  was  continued  to  be  left  open  bf  tboie 
of  Noviember^  1807;  The  Order  in  Cooocii  of 
the  26th  April  retracts  this  indolgenee.  Bat  it 
is  to  be  observed,  that  since  the  period  wfaeo  the 
Orders  in  Council  of  Norember,  1807,  were  issoed 
tbe  openinjr  of  the  ports  of  Spain,  ofPorfsgal,  of 
the  south  of  Italy,  and  of  Turkey,  hasal&raeda 
more  ample  scope  to  neutral  commeree*,  and 
that,  bj  the  capture  of  Martinique,  in  addiiioD  to 
that  or  almost  all  the  colonies  of  the  enemies  of 
Great  Britain,  together  with  the  blockade  of 
Guadalonpe,  the  extent  to  whioh  the  lihertyof 
commerce  With  enemies'  colonic  applied  has 
been  so  far  narrowed,  that  there  ia  little  of  prae- 
ticat  hardship  in  recurring  to  the  role,  whiek 
however  occasionally  mitigated  in  itsapplieatios, 
Great  Britain  can  ncTer  cease\in  principle  to 
maintain.  It  is  farther  to  be  observed,  tbat  ibe 
Order  vn  Council  of  the  26th  April  has  this  opera- 
tion, highly  farorable  to  neutrals,  that,  restrieiitf 
the  regulations  of  blocksde  to  France,  HoUaod, 
and  their  colonies,  and  to  the  territories  denomi- 
nated the  Kiagdom  of  Italy,  it  lays  open  to  tfae 
direct  trade  of  neutrals  the  ports  of  the  north  « 
Europe^  Under  the  order  of  the  26ihofApr4 
therefore,  while  there  are  on  the  one  band  fe^ 
points  of  difference  to  stand  in  the  way  of  a  tat^ 
factory  arrangement  between  Great  Brittio  aad 
the  United  States,  it  is  possible  that  there  aaT 
be  less  temptation  to  the  latter  to  enter  into  sad 
an  arrangenieat,  aa  th^i  e^rteni  of  tflieir  eemai«'^ 
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mair  be,  if  tbey  please,,  nearly  as  p-eat  under  the 
Order  ia  Cooocil  of  the  26th  April  as  it  woald  be 
under  any  arrangement  which  should  effect  the 
indispeosable  objects  to  which  that  order  applies, 
or  as  it  would  lie  even  without  any  such  order, 
so  long  as  France  and  the  Powers  subservient  to 
France  continue  to  enforce  their  decrees.  It  is, 
in  the  same  proportion,  matter  of  indifference  to 
Great  Britain,  whether  the  Order  in  Council  be 
continued,  or  an  arrangement  by  mutual  consent 
substituted  in  its  room. 

Such,  sir,  ar6  the  grounds  oh  which  it  has  ap- 
peared to  His  Majesty  tol)e  unnecessary  to  com- 
mand me  to  propose  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  any  formal  agreement  to  be  sub- 
stituted for  that  which  His  Majesty  has  been 
under  the  necessity  of  disavowmg;  but  I  am 
directed  to  receive  and  discuss  with  you  any 
proposal  which  you  may  be  authorized  to  make 
to  me  on  this  bead. 

As  no  disposition  has  hitherto  been  shown  on 
your  part  to  make  any  such  proposal^  it  has  been 
impossible  for  me  to  state,  by  anticipation,  (nor 
was  I  instructed  so  to  do,)  what  mi^ht  be  the 
answer  that  I  should  eventually  think  it  my  duty 
to  return  to  you ;  consequently,  I  could  not  have 
made,  with  that  view,  the  statement  contained  in 
the  fourth  section  of  your  letter,  and  the  three 
subdivisions  of  it.  Such  a  statement  would  have 
been  obviously  inconsistent  with  the  former  part 
of  my  overture,  which  you  very  correctly  record 
in  the  third  section,  viz :  that  I  was  not  instructed 
to  make  to  you  any  proposal  whatever  upon  this 
subject.  I  must  necessarily  reserve,  until  I  hear 
from  you  what  proposals  It  may  be  deemed  proper 
to  make  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  to  state 
in  how  far  they  do  or  do  not  accord  with  the  in- 
structions which  it  has  pleased  His  Majesty  to 
give  for  my  guidance  in  this  negotiation. 

I  will  only  add,  sir,  in  conclusion  of  this  letter, 
that  His  Majesty  is  very  sincerely  desirous  of 
maintaining  a  perfect  and  cordial  understanding 
with  the  United  States,  and  of  bringing  to  a  com- 
plete and  satisfactory  adjustment  all  the  points  of 
difference  that  have  arisen  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments ;  and  that,  agreeing,  as  I  do  with  you, 
most  heartily  as  to  the  interest  which  both  na- 
tions have  in  fostering  a  ulutual  and  solid  friend- 
ship and  cordiality,  no  zeal  or  exertions  shall  be 
wanting  on  my  part  to  carry  into  effect  His 
Majesty's  commands  for  this  most  salutary  pur- 
pose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

F.  J.  JACKSON. 

Hon.  Robert  Smith,  d&c. 


Mr.  dmilh,  Secretaiy  of  8tat«,  to  Mr.  Jackaoo. 

DcPAitTMENT  OP  Statb,  Ott.  19,  1809. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your 
letter  of  the  11th  instant. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  more  material  topics 
which  it  emoraces,  it  is  proper  that  I  should  take 
some  notice  of,  your  construction^  which  has  un- 
happily converted  an  intimation  olthe  expediency 


of  conducting  in  a  written  form  our  further  dis- 
cussions on  this  particular  occasion  into  a  gene- 
ral  prohibition  of  all  verbal  communications 
whatever,  and  into  an  unprecedented  violation 
of  the  most  essential  rights  of  a  public  Minister,' 
requiring  a  formal  protest  and  a  resort  to  the 
commands  of  your  Sovereign. 

A  recurrence  to  that  intimation  cannot  fail  to 
show  that  its  sole  object  was  to  avoid,  in  the  fur- 
ther discussions  of  a  case  of  unusual  delicacy  and 
importance,  the  misconceptions  well  known  to 
be  incident  to  oral  proceedings,  and  of  which  the 
diplomatic  intercourse  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments had  furnished  so  many  and  such  serious 
proofs ;  nay,  of  which  your  letter  itself  is  an  ad* 
ditiobal  illustration.  That  a  change  in  diplo- 
matic discussions  from  an  oral  to  a  written  form 
is  not  without  precedent,  I  cannot  refer  to  one 
which  will  be  more  satisfactory  to  you  than  the. 
intimation  recently  given  by  Mr.  Canning,  in 
the  case  of  the.  proposal  by  Mr.  Pinkney,  on  the 
subject  of  the  Orders  in  Council  and  the  em- 
bargo, that  the  discussions,  which  had  been  pre- 
viously verbal,  must  thenceforth  take  a  written 
form.^  And;  with  this  view.  I  take  the  liberty  of 
recalling  your  attention  to  the  subjoined  extracts 
of  letters  [see  A  and  B]  that  passed  on  that  oc- 
casion. 

On  the  present,  a^  on  that  occasion,  the  change 
from  verbal  to  written  communications  was  re- 
quested after  two  conferences,  and  when  the  sub- 
ject appeared  to  one  of  the  partijes  to  have,  by 
those  verbal  discussions^  been  brought  to  a  point 
which  required  a  precise  understanding  or  the 
views  and  propositions  of  the  other. 

You  will,  sir,  hence  perceive,  that,  in  main- 
taining the  right  which  every  Government  has 
as  to  the  rules  of  intercourse  with  foreign  func- 
tionaries near  it,  no  encroachment  has  been  made 
or  intended  on  any  right  or  customary  privilege 
belongin|^  to  you  in  that  character,  nor  anything* 
done  to  impede  the  proper  and  usual  bourse  of 
negotiation. 

You  have  been  sufficiently  apprized,  by  my 
letter  of  the  9th,  of  the  light  in  which  the  rresi- 
dent  view^  the  arrangement  lately  made  by  your 
predecessor  with  vthis  Grovernment,  and  or  the 
grounds  on  which  he  has  accepted  a  formal  and 
satisfactory  explanation  of  the  reasons  for  the  re- 
fusal of  His  Britannic  Majesty  to  carry  it  into 
effect.  He  persists  in  that  expectation,  and  in 
the  opinion  that  there  has  been  given  no  expla- 
nation that  is  adequate,  either  as  to  the  matter  or 
as  to  the  mode. 

When  one  Government  hits  been  solemnly 
pledged  to  another  in  a  mutual  engagement  by  its 
acknowledged  and  competent  agent,  and  refuses 
to  fulfil  the  pledjre,  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  it 
owes  it  both  to  itsdf  and  to  the  other  party  to 
acconipan'y  its  refusal  with  a  formal  and  frank 
disclosure  of  sufficient  reasons  for  a  step  which, 
without  such  reasons,  must  deeply  injure  its  own 
character,  as  well  as  the  rights  or  the  party  con- 
fiding in  its  good  faith. 

*•  To  refuse,  with  honor,"  (says  a  high  author- 
ity on  public  law,)  ^  to  ratify  wnat  baa  been  eon- 
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erto  ioterrapted  by  British  orders  for  captore,  and  { 
albo  a 'sanction  to  the  enforcing  of  an  act  of  Con* 
gtress  by  the  British  navv. 

Were  the  way  properly  opened  for  fqrmal  pro- 
positions from  this  Goremment,  a  known  deter- 
mination on  the  part  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  to 
adhere  to  sach  extraordinary  pretensions,  woald 
preclude  the  hope  of  success  hi  such  advances, 
whether  regard  be  had  to  the  conditions  them- 
selves, or  to  the  disposition  they  indicate  io  return 
fbr  the  conciliatory  temper  which  has  been  evinced 
by  the  United  States. 

As  to  the  demand  in'  relation  to  the  colonial 
trade,  it  has  been  the  less  apprehended,  as  it  is  not 
in  itself  connected,  nor  has  it  ever  before  been 
brought  into  connexion,  either  with  the  ease  of 
the  Orders  in  Council,  or  with  that  of  the  Ches- 
apeake. Antt  it  was  reasonably  to  be  presumed, 
il  the  idea  of  such  a  condition  had  in  the  Qrst  in- 
stance proceeded  from  the  erroneous  belief  that  it 
was  not  objectionable  to  the  United  States,  that  it 
would  not  have  been :  persisted  itf  after  that  error 
had  been  ascertained  and  acknowledged. 

The  other  demand  could  still  less  have  been 
jlpprehended.  Besides  tlie  inevitable  and  incat- 
eulable  abuses  incident  to  such  a  license  to  for- 
eign cruisers,  the  stipulation  would  touch  one  of 
those  vital  principles  of  soveteignty  which  no 
natioti  ought  to  have  been  expected  to  impair; 
for,  where  would  be  tbe  difference  in  principle 
between  authorizing  a  foreign  Government  to 
execute,  and  authorizing  it  to  make  laws  for  us  ? 
Nor  ought  it  to  be  supposed  that  the  sanctions 
and  precautions  of  a  law  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  cases  of  the  prohibited  trade  in  qoestiov, 
would  prove  inefficacious  for  its  purposes. 

Had  none  of  these  obstacles  presented  them- 
selves to  the  course  corresponding  with  the  senti- 
ments and  disposittons  of  the  President,  I  should 
have  felt  ^reat  pleasure  in  giving  you  formal  as- 
auntneesot  biff  readinesf  to  execute  the  conditional 
authority  with  which  he  is  invested  for  restoring, 
ki  i^  full  extent,  as  far  as  it  ma^  depend  upon  the 
United  States,  the  commercial  intercourse  of  the 
two  countries:  and  that  he  would,  moreover,  be 
Mpoaed  to  extend  the  eiperiment  of  a  friendly 
negotiation  to  every  point  of  difference  and  of 
mutual  interest  between  them.  If,  indeed,  in  the 
tvent  of  a  successful  termination  of  what  relates 
to  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake,  it  be  thought  that 
a  removal  of  the  difficulties  iu[ising  from  the 
Orders  in  Council  might  be  facilitated  by  com- 
prehending them  in  a  general  negotiation,  and 
the  operation  of  the  orders  can  in  the  meantime 
be  sinpended,  the  door  might  be  considered  as 
immediately  open  to  that  course  of  proceeding. 

To  such  a  suspension  no  reasonable  objection 
can  be  made,  if,  as  you  have  stated,  the  Orders  in 
Council,  as  now  modified,  leave  the  trade  of  the 
Uni^d  States  nearly  as  great  as  it  would  be  with- 
out the  existence  of  such  orders,  so  long  as  FVance 
and  the  other  Powers  shall  continue  their  decrees; 
sod  inastnueh  asi  a  discontintiance  of  their  decrees, 
b^  those  Powers,  confessedly  requires  an  i'mmc' 
iiate  and  entire  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
Goi^aciL 


That  a  suspension  of  the  orders,  with  a  view  of 
their  being  brought  into  a  general  negotiaiioo,  is 
more  reasonable  than  a  temporary  submissioo  t9 
their  authority  bj  the  United  States,  with  tbit 
view,  is  obvious  from  the  reflection,  that  sDch  t 
submission  would  necessarily^  involve  a  relto- 

Jiuishment  of  the  principle  which  chey  havestesd- 
astly  asserted;  whereas,  a  discontinuance  of  the 
Orders  in  Council,  in  the  present  actual  state  of 
thihgs,  would  not  oe  incompatible  with  the  pria- 
ciple  on  which  they  were  originally  founded. 

This  principle  vras,  as  you  well  know,  the  ik- 
cessity  of  retaliating,  through  neutrals,  iojizries 
received  through  a  violation  ot  their  rights  bf 
another  bell  igerent.  In  the  actual  state  ofthiogi, 
and  under  the  aotual  modification  of  the  Orden 
in  Council  produced  by  it,  it  is  admitted  bf  joii 
that  the  orders  have  no  practical  effect  in  abridg- 
ing the  commerce  of  neutrals,  and  can  of  coone 
have  no  retaliating  effect  on  the  other  belligereots. 

Although  it  cannot  be  allowed  to  be  true  that 
the  Orders  in  Council  are  no  longer  injurious  to 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  it  is  certaialf 
true  that  they  produce  no  degree  of  injury  to  tlie 
enemies  of  Great  Britain  that  can  couDieoaoce 
the  retaliating  plea  alleged  io  support  of  tbem. 

What,  permit  me  to  ask,  is  the  deCTeeof  iojary 
actually  accruing  to  the  enemies  of  Great  Brit- 
ain from  her  retaliating^  orders?  -  According  to 
those  orders,  as  now  thodified,  and  more  especuulf 
taking  into  view  along  with  them  the  prohibilorj 
law  of  this  country  in  relation  to  France,  ibe  es- 
sential difference  between  their  repeal  and  their 
existence  consists  in  this :  that,  in  the  case  of  their 
repealj'as  pledged  by  the  arrangement  of  April,  the 
trade  bf  the  United  States  mi^ht  be  carried  oo 
directly  with  the  ports  of  Holland  \  while  dur- 
ing their  existence,  as  at  present,  it  is  to  be  cir- 
ri^ on  through  the  contiguous  and  neighboring 
ports. 

To  your  own  calculations,  sir,  I  submit,  whe- 
ther the  inconsiderable  effect  of  this  circait  on  the 
prices  in  Holland,  and  in  the  countries  supplied 
through  her,  can  any  longer  sustain  the  plea  of 
inflicting  distress  on  an  enemy,  or  palliate  the 
injuries  done  to  a  friend  by  a  pfoceediag  so  con- 
trary to  his  sentiments  of  justice,  and  which  sub- 
jects his  regular  commerce  not  only  to  inconre- 
nient  channels,  but  to  all  the  abuses  which  maf 
result  from  the  suspicions,  real  or  preteoded,  of 
interested  cruisers.  You  cannot  but  be  sensible 
that  a  perseverance,  under  such  circum stances, 
in  a  System  which  cannot  be  explained  bj  \^ 
avowed  object,  would  force  at!  explaoatioo  bf 
some  object  not  avowed.  What  object  might  be 
considered  as  best  explaining  it.  is  an  inquiry  into 
which  I  do  not  permit  myselr  to  enter,  further 
than  to  remark  that,  in  relation  to  the  Uniied 
States,  it  must  be  an  illegitimate  object 

It  remains  to  make  a  few  observations,  whieli 
are  due  to  the  just  iriterests  of  the  United  Sutes 
and  which  are  invited  by  yours  relating  to  the 
Order  in  Council  of  May  last. 

You  seem  to  consider  that  measure  as  compri^ 
ing  the  utmost  precaution  that  was  in  the  poirer 
of  His  Britahnic  Majesty  to  take,  for  prereotin; 
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losses,  froBH  his  diMTowil  of  the  enngetfiii^iic  of 
jtmr  predee«fi9er  to  eititeos  of  the  iTnited  States 
who  ntd  resomed'  Iheir  eommereial  parsoits  on 
the  faith  ofthat  act.  . 

Withoot  eateriDg  iato  a  fait  view  of  the  toad- 
eqaaey  of  the  order  in  that  respect,  I  take  (he  lib- 
erty of  poiDtlngf  OQt  the  following  instances- in 
which  it  falls  essentially  short  of  its  declared 
mientioa : 

1.  The  order  does  not  [iroVide  for  thf  import<- 
ant  case  of  vessels  returning  with  cargoes  from 
the  ports  of  Holland; 

2.  The  exemption  from  interruption  of  vessels 
boQDd  from  4he  United  States  to  Holland  was 
restricted  by  that  order  to  such  as  should  have 
de)>arted  prior  to  the  SOth  July :  at  which  date  it 
is  not  certain  that  the  order,  which  vras  not  offi- 
cially  communicated  until  the  31st  of  that  month, 
had  eren  reached  any  one  potnt  of  the  Unitea 
Slates.  So  that  some  vessels  may  have  sailed 
between  the  limited  date  and  the  arrival  of  the 
order  in  the  United  States;  and  many  from  dis' 
tant  ports  must  have  done  so  after  its  arrival,  but 
before  a  knowledge  of  it  had  becdtne  generaf-^tl 
proeeedrng  on  the  faith  of  the  arrangement,  yet 
all  left  by  the  order  exposed  to  capture  anj  con- 
demnation. 

3.  The  order  does  not  provide  for  the  import- 
ant ease  of  vessels  which  hhd  sailed  on  the*  like 
faith  for  Duteb  ports,  other  thin  those  of  Holland. 

4.  It  does  not  rnclude  in  its  provisioiss  the  ex- 
tensive list  of  vessels  going  indirectly  from,  the 
United  States,  but  directlv  from  foreigu  ports  to 
those  of  Holland,  nor  vessels  tradfbg  entirely  from 
foreign  ports  to'  Holhrnd  ;  and;  la  both  these 
instances,  proceeding  on  the  ftiith  of  the  arrange- 
ment professed  to  be  respected  within  the  defined 
period. 

It  is  trde,  that  in  these  last  instances^  the  ves- 
sels were  not  to  be  captured  without  an  attempt, 
after  contrary  naming,  to  proceed  to  these  porta. 
But, I  need  not  remind  yon  that  the  injuries  inci- 
dent to  the  delay 'ind  to  the  breakinff  up  of  such 
maees  cannot  but  hive  been  considerable,  and 
tvill  nave  resulted  as  manifestly  from  the  disap- 
pointed faith  in  the  arrangement,  as  in  the  cases 
specially  provided  fOr;  and,  conseouently^  with 
all  other  losses  fairly  resulting  from  the  same  bona 
jScfe  coafidenoe  in  that  act,  the^r  will  fail  within 
the  just  indemnification  for  which  the  prtneiple 
assamed  in  the  order. is  a  formal  pledge. 

I  conclude,  sir)  with  pressing  on  your  candid 
stte&iion  ihif  the  least  which  the  President  could 
have  looked  (br  in  Consequence  of  the  disavowal 
of  a  transaction  sticb  as  was  cooclnded  by  your 
predecessor,  and  carrietl  faithfully  into  effect  by 
this  Qovemment,  was  an  explanatioii  from  yours 
of  the  disavowal,  not  through  the  Minister  disa- 
vowed, but  through  his  successor — an  explanation 
fonnded  on  reasons  stretfjgf  and  solid  in  themselves, 
and  presented  neither  verbally  nor  vaguely,  but 
ia  a  form  comporting  with  the  occasion  and  with 
the  respeot  due  to  the  character  and  the  good 
faith  of  the  disappointed  party ;  thAt  it  has  been 
fonnd,  with  muob  concern,  and  with  not  less  sur- 
prise, th^  yon  are  charffed  with  no  snch  expla- 


nations ;  that  you  have  apparently  wi^ed  to 
bring  the  subjects,  which  hsve  been  formally  and 
definitively  arranged,  into  fresh  neffotiation,  as  if 
no  such  arrangement  had  taken  place ;  that  one 
of  the  cases  thus  slighted,  viz:  that  of  the  frigate 
Chesapeake,  is  a  case  for  wbich  reparation,  not 
denied  to  be  due,  had  been  previously  so  long  with- 
held, or  rather  in  which  tne  aggression  itself  has 
been  spun  out  to  the  present  moment  by  the  con- 
tinued detention  of  tne  mnriners,  whose  seizure 
(making  a  part  of  the  hostility  committed  against 
the  American  frigate)  must  be  regarded  iii  a  light 
analogous  to  a  continued  detention  of  the  snip 
itself;  that,  in  the  other  case,  viz:  that  of  the  Or- 
ders in  Council,  you  are  not  authoMzed  to  tender 
explanations  for  the  disavowal,  or  to  propose  any 
new  arrangement,  or  to  conclude  any  agreement| 
but  solely  to  receive  and  discuss  proposals  which 
might  be  made  to  you :  not  concealing,  at  the 
same  time,  that,  to  be  satisfactory,  they  must 
include  two  conditions — both  ii^admissible— on^ 
altogether  irrelevant  to  the  subject,  and  the  oth^ 
requiring  nothing  less  than  a  surrender  of  an 
unalienanle  function  of  the  national  sovereig[Qty« 

Notwithstanding  these  repulsive  considerations, 
such  is  the  disposition  of  the  President  to  facili- 
tate a  final  and  comprehensive  accommodation 
between  the  two  nations,  that  he  is  ready,  as  I 
have  already  bad  the  honor  of  signifying  to  you, 
to  favor  any  mode  of  bringing  about  so  happy  an 
event  that  may  be  found  consistent  with  the  honor 
and  the  eissential  interest  of  the  United  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

R.  SMITH. 

Hon.  F.  J.  JjicKsoN,  dbc. 

A« — ^Eztiact  of  a  Isttev  from  Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Can- 
ning, dated 

hmihony  October  lO.lBOS. 
.At  our  first  interview  (on  the  29th  of  Juoe^ 
verhni  oommonieatiod  was  not  discoaiitepanced., 
iiut  oommend^d;  for,  after  I  had  made  niyseli 
understood  as  to  the  purpose  for  which  the  inter- 
view had  been  requested,  you  asked  if  I  thought 
of  taking  a  more  formal  course,  but  immediately 
added  that  you  presumed  1  did  not;  for,  that  the 
eourse  I  ban  adopted  was  well  suited  to  the  occa- 
sion. My  reply  was.  in  sobsunce,  that  the  free- 
dom of  conversation  was  better  adapted  to  onr 
subjeot,  and  more  likely  to  conduct  us  toan  ad* 
vantageous  conclusion,  than  the  constraint  and 
formality  of  written  intercourse;  and  that  I  had 
not  intended  to  present  a  note. 

At  the  second  interview,  (on  the  22d  of  July,) 
it  did  not  occur  to  me  that  I  bad  any  reason  to 
conclude,  and  certainly  I  did  not  conclude,  that 
verbal  com m union tion  had  not  continued  to  be 
acceptable,  as  a  preparatory  course ;  and  it  was 
not  until  the  third  interview  (on  the  29ih  July) 
that  it  was  rejected  as  inadmissible. 

B.— Bxtrtacti— Mr.  OannShg  to  Mr.  Pinkoey,  dated 

NovnUBBR  22,  1808. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  I  did  not  (as  you  say 
I  did  not)  assign  to  you,  as  the  motive  of  the  wiin 
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which  I  then  expressed,  my  persuasion  that  writ- 
ten communicatioDs  are  less  liable  to  mistake  than 
Terbal  ones,  because  that  consideration  is  suffi- 
ciently obvious,  and  because  the  whole  course  and 
practice  of  office  is.  in  that  respect,  so  established 
and  invariable,  that  I  really  could  not  have  sup- 
posed the  assignment  of  any  specific -motive  to  be 
necessary  to  account  for  my  requiring  a  written 
statement  of  your  proposals  previous  to  tiay  return- 
ioff  an  official  answer  to  them. 

I  had  taken  for  granted  all  along  thatsuch  would 
and  such  must  be  the  ultimateproceedingon  your 
partp  however  you  might  wish  to  prepare  the  way 
for.it  by  preliminary  conversations. 


O. — Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Erskine  io  Mr.  Smith, 

dated 

,  WASBiNaTON,  JtUy^  ai,  1809. 
Neither  the  present  time  nor  the  occasion  will 
afford  me  a  favorable  opportunity  for  explaining 
to  you  the  grounds  and  reasons  upon  which! 
conceived  I  had  conformed  to  His  Majesty's 
wishes,  and  to  the;Bpirit,  at  least,  of  my  instruc- 
tions upon  the  subject;  nor  indeed  would  any 
Tindication  of  my  conduct  (whatever  I  may  have 
to  offer)  be  of  any  importance,  further  than  as  it 
might  tend  to  show  that  no  intention  existed  on 
my  part  to  practise  any  deceptfon  towards  th^ 
Government  of  the  United  States.  ^ 

From  the  same  to  the  same,  dated 

AoQUST  U,  1809. 
'  Under  these  circumstances,  therefore,  findiuff 
that  I  could  not.obtain  the  recognitions. specified 
in  Mr.  Canning's  despatch  of  the  23J  of  January, 
(which  formed  but  one  part  of  his  instructions  to 
me,)  in  the  formal  manner  requiri^d,  I'considere^ 
that  it  wot^ld  be  in  vain  to  lay  before  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  the  despatch  in 
question,  which  I  was  at  libertf  to  have  done  in 
extenaOf  had  I  thought  proper.  But  as  I  had  such 
strong  grounds  for  believing  that  the  object  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  could  be  attained, 
though  in  a  different  manner,  and  (he  spirit,  at 
least,  of  my  several  letters  of  instructions  be  fully 
complied  with,  I  felt  a  thorough' couviction.upon 
m 
wi 

eluded 

Majesty's  behalf,'  with  the*  Governmeiit  of  the 
United  States. 

The  disavowal  by  His  Majesty  is  a  painful 
proof  to  me  that  I  had  formed  an  erroneous  judg- 
ment of  His  Majesty's  views  and  the  intention  of 
my  instructions;  and  1  have  most  severeljr  to 
lament  that  an  act  of  mine,  though  unintention- 
ally, should  produce  any  embarrassment  in  the 
relations  between  the  two  countries. 


No.  9. 

Mr.  Jackson  to  the  Secretaiy  of  State. 

WasHiNOTON,  October  23, 1809. 

Sir  :  The  letter  which  you  did  me  (be  honor 
to  address  to  me  on  the  19ta  instant  was  delivered 


to  me  on  the  following  day.  I  shall,  without  loss 
of  time,  transmit  it  to  my  Court,  where  the  ti- 
rious  and  important  considerations  which  it  em- 
braces will  receive  the  attention  doe  to  theo. 
In  the  interval  I  would  be|^  leave  to  submit  to 
you  the  following  observations,  as  they  arise  o« 
of  the  communications  that  have  already  occomd 
between  us. 

'  In  fulfilling  a  duty  which  1  conceive  to  be  dee 
to  my  public  character,  I  have  never  suggested,  nor 
mehnt  to  suggest,  that  the  mode  of  negotiatiof 
prescribed  by  you  on  this  particular  ocoasioo- 
an  occasion  selected  for  the  purpose  of  remoTiog 
Existing  differences — was  other wiseobjectiooable, 
than  as  it  appeared  to  me  to  be  less  calculated,  tbaa 
it  does  to  you,  to  answer  the  professed  purpose  of 
our  negotiation. 

-  It  was  against  the  general  principle,  of  debar- 
ring a  foreiffn  Minister,  in  the  short'space  of  oae 
week  after  his  arrival,  and  without  any  prerioos 
misunderstanding  with  him,  from  all  persooai 
intercourse,. that  I  thought  it  right  to  protest. 
Since,  however,  I  find  by  your  letter  that  it  is 
not  intended  to  apply  that  ]>rinciple  tome,  I  will 
only  observe  that,. in  the  case  which  yoo  meo- 
tion  to  have  occurred  between  Mr.  CaoBio; 
add  Mr.  Pinkney,  the  conferences  were  beU  do* 
der  an  expectation,  at'  least  on  the  part  of  the 
former,  of  their. leading  to  a  written  cofflmoni' 
cation ;  whereas,  in  ours,  I,  from  the  beginning, 
stated  that  I  had  no  such  communicatioa  to  make. 
There  is  also  this  essential  difference  between 
the  two  cases ;  that  Mr.  Pinkney  was  charged  to 
convey  an  inportant  proposal  to  His  Mijesi]r^ 
Government,  the  -  particulars  of  which  it  ffligbt 
be  very  material  to  have  correctly  stated,  whilst 
the  object  of  that  part  of  my  conversation,  to 
which  you  «eem  to  attach  the  most  importanee, 
wai  to  say  tha|  I  was  not  eharged  to  make  aof 
proposal  whatever. 

It  could  not  enter  into  my  yiew  to  withhold 
from  you  an  explanalioii,  merely  because  it  bad 
been  already  given,  but  because,  harifig  been 
sp  given,  1  could  not  imagine,  until  informed  by 
you,  that  a  repetition  of  it  would  be  reqaired  at 
my  hands.  I  am  quite  certain  that  His  Majesty's 
Government,  having  complied  with  what  was 
coiisidered  to  be  the  substantial  duty  imposed 
upon  it  on  this  occasion,  would,  had  this  bees 
foreseen,  have  added  ^o  the  proofs  of  coaeiiiatory 
good  faith  already^  manifested,  the  further  coo* 
placency  to  the  wishes  of  the  United  Sutes,  of 
ad^ting  the  form  of  communication  most  agree- 
able toihem,  and  of  giving,  through  me,  the  el* 
planation  in  question.  I  have,  therefore,  oo  hes- 
itation in  informing  you  that  His  "Majesty  was 
pleased,  to  disavow  the  a^eement  concluded  be- 
tween you  and  Mr.  Erskine,  because  it  was  con- 
cluded in  violation  of  that  gentleman's  iostroe- 
tions,  and  altogether  without  authority  to  sob- 
scribe  to  the  terms  of  iu  These  instructions,  I 
now  understand  by  your  letter,  as  well  as  fro* 
xhe  obvious  deduction  which  I  took  the  libeiiy 
of  making  in  mine  of  the  11th  insunt,  were,  at 
the  timci  in  substance,  made  known  to  you;  no 
stronger  illuatration,  therefore,  can  be  gifea  « 
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the  de?iatioii  from  them  which  occurred,  than 
by  a  r^fereaee  to  the  terms  of  your  affreemeot.  ■ 

Nothing  can  be  more  ootorieus  uiaa  the  fre- 
qaeocy  with  which,  in  the  coaree  of  a  compli- 
cated negotiation,  ministexs  are  furnished  with  a 
gradatioD  of  conditions^  on  which  they  may  be 
saccessively  authorized  to  eooclude.  So  com*. 
moD  is  the  ca^e  which  you  put  hypothetically, 
that,  in  acceding  to  the  Justice  of  vour  statenientj 
I  feei  myself  impelled  to  make  only  one  observa- 
tioo  upon  it,  which  is,  that  it  does  not  strike  me 
as  bearioff  upon  the  consideration  of  the  un- 
authorized agreement  concluded  here,  inasmuch 
as,  in  point  of  fad,  Mr.  Erskine  had  no  such 
graduated  instruction.  You  are  alreadv  acquaint- 
ed with  that  which  was  given,  and  I  hav^  had 
the  honor  of  informing  you  that  it  was- the  only 
one  by  which  the  conditions  on  which  he  was  to 
conclude  were  prescribed.  Bo  far  from  the  lerms 
which  he  was  actually  induced  to  accept  having 
been  contemplated  in  that  instruction,  he  himself 
states  that  they  were  substituted  by  you  in  lieu 
of  those  originally  proposed.  r 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  satisfactory  that  I  should  say 
here  that  I  most  willingly  subscribe,  on  this  oc- 
casion, to  the  highly  respectable  authority  which 
you  have  quoted,  ami  1  join- issue  with  yoct  upon 
the  essentials'  which  that  authority  requires  io 
constitute  a  right  to  disavpw  the  act  of  a  public 
Minister. 

It  is  not  immaterial  to  observis-on  the  qtialifi* 
cation  contained  in  the  passage  you  haveouoted, 
as  it  implies  the  case  of  a  Minister  concluding  in 
virtue  of  a  full  powers  to  this  it  would  su$ce  to 
answer  that  Mr.  Erskine  had  no  full  power;  and 
his  act,  consequently,  does  not  come  within  the 
range  of  your  quotation,  although  it  cannot  be 
forgotten  that  the  United  States  have,  at  no  very 
distant  period,  most  freely  exercised  xhe  right  of 
withholding  their  ratification  from  ev^n  the  nu- 
iborized  act  of  their  own  diplomatic  agents,  done 
Qoder  the  avowed  sanction  ot  a  full  power. 

I  conceive  that  what  has  been  already  said  es- 
tablishes, beyond  the  reach  of  doubt  or  contro- 
rersy,  that  His  Majesty's  Minister  did  violate  his 
instructions,  aiid  the  consequent  tight  in  His 
Majesty  to  disavow  an  act  so  concluded.  That 
fits  Majesty  had  strong  and  solid  reasons  forr  so 
loing  will  appear,  not  only  from  his  instructions 
laving  been  violated,  but  froin  the  circumstance 
hat  the  violation  of  them  involved  the  sacrifice 
)f  a  great  system  of  policy,  deliberately  adopted 
ind  acted  upon  in  just  and  necessary  retaliation 
>rthe  unprecedented  modes  of  hostility  resorted 
0  by  his  enemy. 
There  appears,  to  have  prevailed,  throughout 
he  whole  ol  this  transaction,  a  fundameatafmis- 
ake,  which  would  suggest  that  His  Majesty  had 
proposed  to  propitiate  the  Crovernment  of  the 
Jolted  States^  in  order  to  induce  it  to  consent  to 
he  renewal  of  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
weeo  the  two  countries ;  as  if  such  had  been  the 
elatiops  between  Great  Britain  and  America, 
hat  the  advantages  of  that  intercourse  were 
vbolly  on  the  side  of  the  former,  and  as  if,  in 
lay  arrangement,  whether  coaimer^lal  or  politi- 


cal, His  Majesty  could  condescend  4o  barter  ob** 
jeets  of  national  policy  and  dignity  for  permis- 
sion to  trade  with  another  country. 

Without  minutely  calculating  what  mav  be 
the  degree  of  pressure  felt  at  Paris  by  the  differ- 
ence in  the  price  of  goods  whether  landed  at 
Havre  or  at  Hamburg,  I  wiU)^  in  my  turn,  appeal 
to  your  judgment,  «ir,  whether  it  be  not  a  strong 
ana  solid  reason,  worthy  to  guide  the  councils  of 
a^reat  and  powerful  monarch,  to  set  bounds  to 
that  spirit  of  encroachioent  and  universal  domin- 
ion which  would  bend  all  things  to  its  own  stand* 
ard9  Is  it  nothing,  in  the  present  stale  of  the 
world,  when  the  agents  of  Frakice  aolhoritatively 
announce  to  their  victims  '^  that  Europe  is  sub- 
mitting and  surrendering  by  degrees,"  that  the 
world  should  know  that  there  is  a  nation  whicb^ 
by  that  divine  goodness,  iso  strongly  appealed  to 
in  the  paper  to  which  I  allode,'*  is  enabled  to  fai- 
sify  the  assertion?  is  it  not  important,  at  such 
a  moment,  that  Europe- and  America  should  be 
ejsnvfnced  that^  froih  whatever  country  hooorablie 
and  manly  resistance  to  s|ich  a  spirit  may  have 
been  banished,  It  will  still'  be  found  in  the  Sov- 
ereign of  the  British  nation  and  in  the  hearts  of 
his  subjects?       . 

,  As  to  the  precautions  uken  in  England  to  in-* 
sure  from  injury,  upon  this  occasioti,  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  and  which  a'pnear  to  vou  to 
be  even  yet  insuffioient,  I  am  eonndent  tnat,  in 
eyety  doubtful  ease,  the  usual  liberality  of  our 
tribunals  will  be  ezereised  in  determining  upon 
the  eiroumstances  t>f  it ;  and  it  was  at  Mr.  Pink-^ 
ney's  express  requisition  that  additional  instruc* 
tiotts  were  giteii  to  the  commanders  of  His  Ma-* 
jesty's  ships  of  war  and  privateers  to  extend  to 
vessels,  trading  to  the:colonies;  plantations,  and 
settlements  of  Holland,  tbe  same  exemption  from 
capture  ahd  molestation  as  was  granted  to  vessels 
sailing  for  anf  of  the  ports  of  Holland. 

>On  the  subject  of  return  cargoes  from  those 
ports,  I  must  observe,  that,  although  it  was  in^ 
tended  tq  prevent,  as  far  as  was  practicable,  the 
ioconvenieacee  likely  to  be  created  by  the  un- 
authorized agreement  made  here  in  Aoril  last, 
yet  It  was^not  and  cotild  not  be  intended  to  ob- 
viate all  possible  inconveniences,  even  such  as 
might  have  arisen  if  no  such  agreement  had  ever ' 
been  made^ 

If  an' American  vessel  had  sailed  from  America 
for  Holland  in  time  of  profound  peace,  or  in  time 
x>f  war,  the  ports  of  Holland  not  being  at  the  date 
of  sailing  under  blockade,  it  might  yet  have  hap- 
pened that,  in  the  period  between  the  commence- 
ment of  such  voyage  and  the  arrival  of  the  ves- 
sel at  the  port  of  destination,  a  blockade  might 
have  been  established  before  that  port.  The  ves-  ' 
sel  arriving  would,  in  that  case,  have  been  warned 
not  to  enter  the  port,  and  would  have  been  turned 
away  with  the  loss  of  the  whole  object  of  the 
voyage.  This  would  be  no  extraordinary  hard- 
ship, and  would  afford  no  legitimate  ground  of 
complaint. 

The  Order  in  Council  is  far  less  strict  thai^ 
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tttch  a  blockade  would  be,  lonsmaefa  as  it  pro- 
Yides  for  the  original  vof  ase,  commenced  in  ex- 
pectation of  being  admitced  to  the  port  of  deeti- 
nation,  by  permitting  the  entry  into  the  ports  of 
Holland ;  and  it  is  no  just  ground  ef  complaint 
that  it  does  not  superadd  to  that  permisiion  the 
liberty  to  re-export  a  cargo  of  the  enemy's  goods 
or  produce* 

1  beg  lea? e  briefly  to  recapitulate  the  snbttaoee 
of  what  1  have  had  the  honor  to  eonrey  to  you, 
as  well  in  terbai,  as  in  written  commoatcations. 

1  h^7e  informed  you  of  the  reasons  of  His 
Majeaty'sdisaTowal  of  the  agreement  io  often 
mentioned ;  I  hare  shown  them,  in  obedience  to 
the  authority  which  you'hav«  quoted,  to  be  both, 
strong  aud  solid,  and  such  as  to  outweigh,  in  the 
judgment  of  His  Majesty's  GK^reranMot,  «Teiy 
other  eonsideration  which  you  have  contiem* 
plated  I  I  have  shown  thar  ttiat  agreement  was 
not  concluded  in  virtue  of  a  full  power|  and  that 
the  ittsuuctions  giVen  on  the  occasion  were 
▼ioijated. 

Beyond  this  point  of  explanation,  whi<^h  was 
supposed  to  have  been  attained,  but  which  is  now 
given,  by  the  present  letter,  in  the  form  wider- 
stood  to  be  most  agreeable  to  the  American  Gov* 
erament,  my  instlmetions  are  prospective;  they 
Idok  to  sttbsiituiing  for  notions  of  good  ondet'* 
standing,  erroneously  entertained,  practical  sti(^- 
ulatioDs  on  which  a  real  reconciliation  of  all  dkf 
ferences  may  be  substantially  founded ;  and  they 
authorize  me  aot  to  renew  proposals  which  have 
already  been  declared  here  to  be  unacceptable, 
but  to  receive  and  discuss  any  proposal  made  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  eventually  to 
conclude  a  convention  between  the  two  countries. 
Ia  is  not,  of  course,  intiended  to  c^l  upon  me  to 
elate  as  a  preliminary  to  negotiation  what  is  the 
whole  extent  ofjihese  instructions;  they  must,  as 
I  have  before  said,  remain  subject  to  my  own  dis- 
oietMD,  until  1  am  enabled  to  apply  them  to  the 
overtures  which  I  may  have  the  honor  of  re- 
ceiving from  you, ' 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant. 

F.  J.  JACKSON. 


No.  10. 


Mr.  Jackson;to  the  Secsstftiy  of  State. 

WAaaiNOTOir,  October  27, 1809. 
.  Sir:  Finding  by  your  letter  of  the  19th  in- 
stant, that,  notwithstanding  the  frequent  state- 
menu  niade  by  me,  in  our  conferences,  of  the 
terms  of  satisfaction  which  I  am  empowered  to 
offer  to  this  country  for  the  unauthorized  attack 
made  by  one  of  His  Majesty's  ships  of  war  upon 
the  frigate  of  the  United -Sutes,  the  Chesapeake, 
I  have  not  had  the  good  fortune  to  make  myself 
distinctly  understood  by  you,  I  have  the  honor  to 
enclose  herewith  a  paper  of  memoranda,  con-' 
taioing  the  conditions,  on  the  basis  of  which  I  am 
ready  to  proceed  to  draw  up  with  you  the  neces- 
sary official  dooumeots  in  the  form  proposed  in 
my  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  or  in  any  other 
form  w§ma  «hiah  mt  may  ' 


I  have  the  hooor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  dr, 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant. 

F.  J.  JACKSON. 
Hon.  RoBBBT^SMrra,  ^. 

[Enclosed  in  Mr.  Jackson's  letter  of  Oct  S7,  IM9.] 

The  President's  proclamation  of  July,  1S07, 
prohibiting  to  British  ships  of  war  the  eatraoce 
into  the  harbors  of  the  United  States,  haTlof 
been  annulled,  His  Majesty  is  williog  to  resun 
the  seamen  taken  out  of  the  ChesafKsake,  oa  k- 
servioff  to  himself  a  right  to  claim  in  a  regolir 
way,  by  application  to  the  American  GoTen- 
ment,  the  discharge  of  such  of  them  (if  sdj)  as 
shall  be  proved  to  be  either  natural  born  sabjecii 
of  His  M«\jesty,  or  deserters  from  His  Msjestf^ 
service. 

His  Majesty  is  wiiiiog  to  make  a  proriaioofbt 
the  families  of  such  men  as  were  slain  or  board 
the  Chesapeake,  in  consequence  of  the  ttoauthor- 
ized  attack  upon  that  frigate,  provided  that  sock 
bounty  shall  not  be  extended  to  the  family  of  aaj 
man  who  shall  have  been  either  a  natural  bon 
!^ub^t  of  His  Majesty,  or  a  deserter  from  Hu 
Majesty's  service. 

No.  IV 

Hr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Jackson. 
Dbpa'btmbnt  of  State,  Nov,  1, 1809. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  which  vis 
duly  received,  would  have  been  sooner  ackoov* 
ledged.  had  I  not  by  sickness  been  rendered  for 
several  days  utterly  unfit  for  business. 

Although  the  delay  and  the  apparent  relac- 
tance  in  specifying  the  grounds  of  the  disarowil 
of  the' arrangement,  with  respect  to  the  Orders  fa 
Council,  do  not  correspond  with  the  course  of 
proceeding  deemed  most  becoming  the  occasioo; 
yet,  as  the  explanation  has  at  length  heeo  (has 
made,  it  only  remains,  as  to  that  part  of  the  disa- 
vowed arrangement,  40  respret  that  such  consider- 
atioos  should  have  been  allowed  to  outweigh  the 
solid  objections  to  the.  disavowal ;  it  beiog  under- 
stood, at  the  same  time,  that  His  BritaoDic  Ma- 
jesty perseveres  in  requiring,  as  iodispensable 
conditions  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  an 
entire  relinouishment  of  the  right  to  trade  witb 
enemv's  colonies,  and  also  a  permission  to  the 
British  uavy  to  aid  in  executing  a  lawofCoa* 
gress — pretensions  which  cannot  but  render  abo^ 
tive  all  proposals  whatever  tipon  this  subjfct, 
whether  made  by  the  United  States  or  by  His 
Britannic  Majesty. 

Whilst  you  have  deemed  it  proper  to  offer  to 
explanation  with  respect  to  the  disavowal  of  nt 
part  of  the  arrangement,  I  niust  remind  yoa  that 
there  is  not  to  be  found  in  voor  letter  aoj  iiiff 
specification  of  the  reasons  ror  the  disavowal,  vx 
particularly  id  it  shown  that  the  instmctionswete 
violated,  as  to  the  other  part,  viz.,  the  case  of  tkj 
Chesapeake ;  the  case  in  which,  in  an  espeeiv 
manner,  an  explanation  was  required,  aD<i  ^ 
which  only  you  professed  to  have  autboritf  to 
make  to  this  Qoverntoent  any  overtures. 

For  the  first  tine  i<  it  uow  diadosed  that  w 
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subjecls  ftrimoge^  witt^  Uij».GoTeninient  br  your 
predecessor  are  held  to  be  not  within  tne  au-"^ 
thority  of  a  Mioister  Plenipotentiary,  and  that 
not  having. had  a  ^f\x\\  power  distinct  ffom  that 
authority,  his  transactions  on  those  subjects 
might,  of  riglit,  be  disavowed  by  his  Xjk)?era- 
ment.^'  This  disclosure,  so  contrary  to  every 
aaiecedeni  supposition  and  just  inference,  gires 
a  new  aspect  to  this  business.  If  the  authority 
of  your  predecessor  did  not  embrace  the  subjects 
io  question,  so  as  to  bind  his  Qovemment,  it  ne- 
cessarily follows,  that  the  only  credentials  yet 
preseoted  by  you,  being  the  same  witli  those  pre- 
sented by  him,  give  you  no  authority  to  bind  it; 
and  that  the  exhibition  of  a  ^*full  power"  for  that 
purpose;,  such  as  you  doubtless  are  furniahed  with, 
is  become  an  indispensahle  t)relimiaary  to  further 
ne^tiation ;  or,  to  speak  more  stfictlj^was  re- 
qoired,  io  the  first  instance,  by  the  view  of  the 
matter  now  disclosed  by  you.  Negotiation,  with- 
out this  preliminary,  would  not  only  be  a  de- 
parture from  the  pri^ple  of  equality,  wnich  is 
the  essential  basis  of  it,  but  would,  moreover,  be 
a  disregard  of  the  precautions  and  of  the  self- 
respect  enjoined  on  the  attention  of  the  United 
States  by  the  circumstances  which  have  hitherto 
taken  place. 

I  need  scarcely  add,  that  in  the  full  power 
alluded  to,  as  a  prelinunary  to  negotiation,  is  pot 
intended  to  be  included  either  the  whole  extent 
or  any  part  of  your  instroetions  for  the  exercise 
of  it.  These,  of  course,  as  you  have  justly  -re- 
marked, remain  sul\ject  to.your  own  discretion. 
I  absuin,  sir,  from  making  any  particular  ani- 
madversions on  several  irrelevant  and  improper 
allusions  in  your  letter,  not  at  all  comporting 
with  the  professed  disposition  to  adjust,  in  an 
amicable  manner,  the  differences  unhappily  sub* 
si&tiog  between  the  two  countries.  But  it^would 
be  improper  to  conclude  the  few  observations,  to 
which  I  purposely  limit  myself,  without  advert* 
ing  to  your  repetition  of,  a  langqage  implying  a 
knowledge,  on  the  part  of  this  Government,  that 
the  instructions  of  your  predecessor  did  not  au- 
thorize the  arrangement  formed  by  him.  After 
the  ezplicit^and  peremptory  asseveration  that  this 
Grovemment  .had  no  such  knowledge,  and  that 
with  such  a  knowledge  no  such  arrangement 
would  have  been  entered  into,  the  view  which 
you  have  again  presented  of  the  subject,  makes 
It  my  dutjr  to  apprize  you  that  such  insinuations 
are  inadmissible  in  the  intercourse* of. a  foreign 
Minister  with  a  Qovernment  that  understands 
what  it  owes  to  itself.    I  have  the  honor,  dbc. 

R.  SMITH. 
Hon.  F.  J*  JACKaoii,  &c» 


No.  IS. 
Hr.  Jackson  to  the  8ecretsiy  of  State. 

WabhinqtoiCi  November  4, 1809. 
Sib:  When  I  forwarded  to  my  Court  your  let- 
ter of  the  19th  ultimo,  and  the  answer  which  I 
returned  to  it,  I  imagined,  and  Tmay  add  I  ho|»d, 
that  thcr^trospeotive  correspondence,  into  which 
you  thought  it  necessary  to  eater  with  me,  had 


been  dosed.  You  will,  no  doubt,  reeolleet  with 
what  reluctance  I  acquiesced  in  your  intimatioa 
on  this  head;  not,  as  I  believe  has  been  seen, 
from  any  di£iculty  In  maintaining  the  justice  or 
the  cause  which  is  entrusted  to  me.  but  becatise  I 
was  and  still  am  of  opinion  that  this  sort  of  cor- 
respondence is  not  ^saleulated  to  remove  difisr- 
ences  and  soothe  irritations  of  the  moeC  unfortur 
nate  tendency.  As,  however,  I  had  no  choice 
but  to  renounce,  for  the  present,  the  hope  of 
effectuating  4his  desirable  object,  or  to  pursue  it 
in  the  manner  prescribed  in  your  letter  of  the  9th 
ultimo,  so  I  am  now  unwillingly  cotnpelled  to 
enter  upon  the  consideration  of  another  letter 
from  you,  under  date  of  the  1st  instant,  whioh 
but  too  strpngly  confirms  the  opinion  I  belbre 
entertained. 

Since,  sir^  it  has  been  judged  expedient,  to  con- 
fine to  a  written  form  this  important  aiid  iiKefr> 
esting  discussion ;  since  that  ^  mode  has  bee^; 
declared  by  you  to  b^  indispensable^  I  will  first 
appeal  to  (he  written  eommunications  which 
have  passed  between  us;  Jind  I  do  this  with  the 
greater  satisfaction,  because  I  considtr  it  to  bf 
the  chief  cause  of  the  present  feoiaikable  state  of 
things,  that  in  speabag  of  engagements  con^ 
traote^  or  supposed  to  have  been  contracted  be- 
tween the  twp  eountrifs,  undarstandioga  or  un* 
plied  engagements  have  been  allowed  Ip  taJke 
place  of  written  compacts,  and  have  been  Qon» 
sidered,  in  some  instances^  as  having  the  sapi* 
validity.  It  is,  furth^moie,  necessary  to  plaea 
in  the  most  unequivocal  light  a  topic,  which  I . 
observe  to  be  constantly  aad  prominently  restated 
in  your  letters,  notwithstandiog  the  repeated,  but^ 
as  it. should  seem,  fruitless  endeavors  used  in 
mine  to  clear  it  irom  the  slightest  -shadow-  of 
obscurity. 

You  say^  "that  it  is  understood  that  His  Bri- 
tannic Majesty  perseveres  in  requiring,  as  indis- 
SiDsable  conditions  on  the  part  of  'the  United 
tates,  an  Ifntire  relinquishqaent  of  the  right  to 
trada'with  the  enemy's  colonies,  and  also  a  per* 
mission  to  the  British  navy  to  aid  in  executing  a 
law  of  Congress." 

^  This  same  statement  is  contained  in  your  letter 
of  the  9th  ultimo,  and  represented  as  the  sub^ 
stance  of  what  had  fallen  iiom  me  ii^  our  previoua 
conferences.  In  my  answer  to  that  letter,  I  took 
the  liberty  of  showing  that  such  a  supposition 
was  erroneous,  and  I  have  looked  in  vain  to  waj 
leuer  of  the  38d  to  find  in  it  any  suggestion  of  a 
similar  tenor.  I  believe,  ther^lbrct  that,  bv  refer- 
ence to  my  two  letters,  you  will  find  tnat  the 
statement  now  again  brought  fprward  is  eoor 
tained  in  neither  of  them;  that  it  made  no  part 
of  my  previous  conversations  with  you ;  and  that 
I  have  in  no  way  given  room  to  suppose  that  I 
ever  made  any  such  statement  at  all. 

That  befpre  the  Orders  in  Council  can  be  le* 
voked  their  object  must  be  obtained  in  some  other 
way,  is  unquestionably  true;  but  you  may  be 
assured,  sii-,  that  there  is  no  wish  whatever  enters 
tained  iii  £a|[land  that  the  British  navy  should* 
be  employed  in  executing  a  law  of  Congress.  U 
the  propotni  that  was  made  upon  that  aubjeet, 
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and  made,  as  you  now  know,  because  it  was  be* 
iieved  to  be  acceptable  here,  had  been  adopted, 
and  bad  become  a  matter  of  compact  between 
tbe  two  countries,  and  tbereby  a  part,  not  of  the 
law  of  Congress,  but  of.  the  public  law  binding 
upon  both  parlies,  and  which  both  would  have 
had  a  common  interest  in  seeing  duly  executed ; 
in  that  case,  the  agency  of  the  British  navy 
would  not  have  had  the  invidious  aspect  whic^ 
is  now  tttempted  to  be  ffiven  to  it.  At  present 
there  js  no  engagement  oc't ween  the  two  coun* 
tries,  no  laws  of  Coogress  which  beara  reference 
to  any  such  engagement,  and,  consequently,  it 
cannot  be  wished  to  take  any  share  whatever  in 
the  execution  of  those  Jaws. 

In  regard  to  the  colonial  trade,  I  need  only 
observe,  that  all  or  nearly  all  the  enemy's  colo<^ 
Dies  are  blockaded  by  British  squadrons;  it  can- 
not,' therefore,  be  so  much  fin  object  of  solicitude 
as  you  imagine. to  obtain  the  relinquishment  of 
the  trade  of  any  country  to  those  colonies.  On 
the  contrary,  you  will  find  it  stated  in  ray  leuer 
of  tbe  llth  ultimo  to  be  a  ^  matter  of  indifiereoce 
whether  the  Order  in  Council"  (on  this  subject) 
'^be  continued,  or  ajii  arrangemetar,  by  mutual 
consent,  substituted  in  its  room.'' 

When  I  informed  you  that  the  agreemeot  con-< 
eluded  here  in  April  last  had  been  framed  in  de- 
Tiation  from  the  instructions  given  for  the  occa- 
sion, my  explanation  was  intended  to  apply  to 
both  narts  of  that  agreement  $  that  nothing,  re- 
quirea  by  tbe  most  scrupulous  accuracy,  may  be 
wanting,  I  now  add,  that  the  deviation  consisted 
in  not  recordii^g,  in  the  official  document  signed 
here,  the  abrogation  pf  the  President's  proclama- 
tion of  the  ^  July,  1807,^  as  well  as  the  twp 
reserves  specified  in  the  paper  of  memoranda 
enclosed  in  my  official  letter  to  you  of  the  27th 
nltimp. 

There  is  another  motive  for  the'  disavowal  of 
this  part  of  th^  arrangement,  considered  to  be  so 
fltrong  and  so  self-evident,  upon  the  very  face  of 
tbe  transaction,  that  I  am  not  commanded  to  do 
more  than  indicate  it  In  the  manner  I  have 
already  done.  By  tbis  forbearance  His  Majesty 
eonceives  that  he  is  giving  an  additional  pledge 
of  bis  sincere  disposition  to  maintain  a  good  un- 
derstanding with  the  United  States. 

1  am  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  give  a  distinct  reply 
to  that  part  of  your  letter  which  relates  to  Mr. . 
Erskine's  authority  to  cooclude  with  you  *  in 
Tirtue  of  his  ^neral  letter  qf  credence,  because  I 
do  not  very  distinctly  understand  the  tendency  of 
it.  I  never  before  heard  it  doubted  tl^at  a  fuU 
power  was  requisite  to  enable  a  Minister  to  con- 
elude  a  treaty,  or  that  a  mere  general  letter  of 
credence  was  insufficient  for  that  purpose*. 

If  it  were  otherwise,  and  a  Gbvernmeot  were 
in  all  cases  to  be  bound  by  the  act,  however  un- 
authorized, of  an  accredited  Minister,  there^  would 
be  no  safety  in  the  apppintrpent  fi(  such  a  Min- 
uter, and  ratifications  would  be  useless.  No  full 
power  was  given  in  the  present  case,  because  it 
was  not  n  treaty,  but  the  materials  for  forming  a 
treaty,  that  was  in  cpntemplatien. 

In  his  daspateh  of  the  S3d  January,  Mr.  Secre* 


tary  Canning  distinctly  says  to  Mr.  Brtkine : 
'*  Upon  receif  ing  through  you,  on  the  part  of  tbe 
American  Government,  a  distinct  and  official  re- 
cognition of  the  three  above-mentioned  coodi- 
tioDS,  His  Majesty  will  lose  no  time  io  sendiogto 
America  a  Minister  fully  empowered  to  coasi«a 
them  to  a  formal  and  regular  treaty." 

This  Minister  would,  of  course,  have  been  pro* 
vided  with  a  full  power;  but  Mr.  Erskiae  was  to 
be  guided  by  his  instructions,  and,  had  the  agre^ 
meat  concluded  here  been  conformable  to  iben, 
it  would  without  doubt  have  been  ratified  by  His 
Majesty.  I  niust  beg  your  very  particular  aitefr 
tion  to  the  circumstance  that  His  Majesty's  rati- 
fication has  been  withheld,  not  becaase  tbe  agree- 
Ineot  was  concluded  without  a  full  power,  bat 
becanse  it  was  altogether  irreconcilable  to  the 
instriictions  on  which  it  was  professedly  foDoM 
The  question  of  the  full  power  was  iotrodacd 
by  yourself  to  give  weight,  by  a  quotation  from  a 
-highly  respect^  author,  to  your  complaint  of  tbe 
disavowal ;  in  answer  to  which  I  observed,  that 
the  quotation  did  not  apply,  as  Mr,  Brskine  bad 
no  full  power.  Never  did  I  imagine,  or  aof 
where  attempt,  to  rest:  the  right  of  disarovil 
upon  that  circumstance:  indubitably  bis  ^p^ 
ment  would,  nevertheless,  have  been  ratifie(f.  bad 
not  the  instructions,  which  in  this  case  took  the 
place  of  a  full  power,  been  violated. 

I  am  surprised  at  the  transition,  by  wbieh  it 
appears  to  you  that  this  part  of  tne  sobjeet  is 
connected  with  the  authority  empowering  me  to 
negotiate  with  you.  It  will  not,  I  dare  say,  bare 
escaped  your  recollectidn,  that  I  informed  yon. at 
a  very  early  period  of  our  communications,  that 
in  addition  to  the  usual  credential  letter,  His Ma< 
jesty  had  been  pleased  to  invest  me  with  a  foil 
power  under  the  great  seal  of  his  Kingdom,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  concluding  a  treaty  or  coo- 
vention.  I  well  remember  your  lestififiog  fow 
satisfaction  at  thecircumstaDCe;  and  Ihareooly 
now  to  add;  that  1  am  ready,  whenever  it  suits 
your  convenience,  to  exchange  my  full  Y^y^ 
against  that  with  which  you  shall  be  profided 
for  the  progress  of  oyr  negotiation. 

I  am  concerned,  sir,  to  be  obliged  a  lecona 
time  to  appeal  to  thd$e  principles  of  pobiic  law, 
under  the  sanction  and  protection  of  which  I  vas 
sent  to  this  couptry.  Where  there  Is  not  freedom 
of  communication  in  the  form  substituted  for  the 
more  usual  one  of  verbal  discussion,  there  cao  be 
little  useful  iutercourse  between  Ministers;  aao 
one,  at  least,  of  the  epithets  which  you  bare 
thought  proper  to  apply  to  nij  last  letter  is  sacb 
as  necessarily  abridges  that  freedom.    That  aof 


doing,  in  so  far  will  my  argument  lose  of  it^ 
validity ;  but,  as  to  the  propriety  of  my  aliosioos, 
you  must  allow  me  to  acknowledge  only  tbe  dej 
cision  of  my  own  Sovereign,  whose  conifflsfi«^| 
obey,  and  to  whom  alone  I  can  consider  vo^ 
responsible.  Beyond  this,  it  suffices  that  I  ^o  aot 
deviate  from  the  respaet  due  to  the  Qovernocat 
to  which  i  ann  ai^redited. 
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Yoa  will  fiod  that,  in  my  cprrespondence  with 
you,  I  ba?e  earefaiiy  avoided  drawing  conclu- 
sions that  did  not  necessarily  follow  from  the 
premises  adi^nced  byme,  and  least  of  all  should* 
I  think  of  uttering  an  insinuation,  where  I  was 
unable  to  substantiate  a  fact.  To  facts,  such  as 
I  have  become  acquainted  with  then^,  I  have 
scrupulously  adhered,'  and  in  so  doing  I  must 
eontmue,  wheaerer  the  food  faith  of  His  Ma- 
jesty%  Qovernment  is  called  in  question,  to  Vin- 
dicate its  honor  and  dignity,  in  the  manrier  that 
appears  to  me  best  calculated  for  that  purpot^e. 
I  have  &c.,  F.  J.  JACKSON. 

No.  13. 

The  Secretaiy  of  State  to  Mr.  Jackson. 

DfiPAaTif  SNT  OF  Statb,  NotK  8, 1809. 
Sir  :  In  my  letter  of  the  19th  ultimo,  I  stated 
to  you  that  the  declaration  in  your  letter  of  the 
llib,  that  the  despatch  from  Mr.  Canning  to  Mr. 
£rskiae  of  the  23d  January  was^lhe  only  de- 
spatch by  which  the  conditions  were  prescribed 
to  Mr.  Brskine,  for  tha  conclusion  of  an  atrange- 
ment  on  the  matter  to  which  it  related,  was  then, 
for  the  first  time«  made  to  this  {government. 
And  it  was  added  that,  if  that  despatch  bad  been 
commaoieated  at  the  time  of  the  arrangement,  or . 
if  it  bad  been  known  that  the  propositions  con- 
tained in  it  w^  the  only  ones  on  which  he  was 
authorized  to  make  aa  arraogemeot^  the  arrange- 
ment would  not  have  been  made- 
Jo  my  letter  of  the*  1st  Instant,  adverting  to  the 
repetition  in  vour  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  of  a 
langoage  implying  a  knowledge  in  ibis  Govern- 
n»eot  that  the  instructions  of  your  predecessor  did 
not  authorize  the  arrangement  formed  by  him,  an 
JntimatioD  was  distinctly  given  to  you  that,  after 
the  explicit  and  peremptory  asseveratfon  that  this 
Goverooient  had  not  any  such  knowledge,  and 
that  with  such  a  knowledge  such  an  arrangement 
would  not  have  been  made,  no  stich  insinuation 
could  be  admitted  by  this  Government. 

Finding  chat,  in  your  reply  of  the  4tb  instant, 
you  have  used  a  language  which  cannot  be  un* 
derstood  but  as  reiteratinj^  and  even  aggravating; 
the  same  gross  insinuation,  it  oinly  remains,  in 
order  to  preclude  opportunities  which  are  thus 
abused,  to  inform  ]rou  that  no  further  communi- 
cations will  be  received  from  you. and  that  the  ne- 
cessity of  this  determination  will,  without  delay, 
be  made  known  to  your  Gk>vernment.  In  the 
meantime,  a  ready  atteotion  will  be  given  to  any 
communications  affecting  the  interests  of  the  two 
nations,  through  any  other  channel  that  may.  be 
substituted.    1  have  the  honor  t(t  be,  dec. 

No.  lii 

Mr.  Oakley,  the  British  Secrstafy  of  Legation,  to  the 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Oakley.  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  Lega- 
tion, is  desired  by  Mr.  Jackson  to  state  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  that  as  Mr.  Jackson  has  been  al- 
ready once  most  grossly  insulted  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  of  Hampton,  in  the  unprovoked 
language  of  abuse  held  by  them  to  several  officers 
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bearing  the  King's  uniform,  when  those  officers 
were  themselves  violently  assaulted  and  put  in 
imminent  danger,  he  conceives  it  (o  be  indispen* 
sable  to  the  saietj  of  himself,  to  the  gentlemen  at- 
tached to  his  mission,  and  of  his  family,  during 
the  remainder  of  their  stay  in*  the  United  States, 
to  be  provided  with  special  passports  or  safeguards 
from  the  Americab  Government.  This  is  the 
more  necessary,  since  some  of  the  newspapers  of 
the  United  States  are  daily  usins  language  whose 
ofily  tendency  can  be  to  excite  the  people  to  com- 
mit violence  on  Mr.  Jackson's  person.  In  conse- 
quence, btf  requests  that  the  undermentioned 
names  may  be  inserted  in  the  documents  to  be 
furnished  him: 

Francis  James  Jackson  ;  Mrs.  Jackson  ;  their 
three  children  ;  Charles  Oakley,  Esq.;  His  Ma- 
jesty's Secretary  of  Legfation ;  Mr.  George  Ottley 
Private  Secretary. 

SEervafiHs.-^Robert  Clavering,  Francis  Martin, 
William  Attre,  Charles  Beecron,  Richard  Lowe, 
John  Price,  John  LHly,  James  Wright,  Amelia 
George,  Mary  Smith,  Harriet  Patten,  Martha 
Wood,  Frances  Black  well. 

[This  note  was  received  at  the  Department  of  State 
on  the  1 1th  November.] 

No.  15. 
Mr.  Oakley  to  the  Seeretaiy  of  State. 

WASQIIfQTON.  NtfV.  13;  1809. 

Mr^  Oakley  is  desired  by  Mr.  Jackson  to  say  to 
the  Secretary  of  State: 

That  Mr.  Jackson  has  seen,  with  much  regret, 
that  facts,  which  it  has  been  his  duty  to  state  in 
his  official  correspondence,  have  been  deemed  by 
the  American  OOvernment  to  afford  a  sufficient 
motive  for  breaking  off  an  important  negotiation, 
and  for  putting  an  end  to  all  communication 
whatever  arith  the  Minister  charged  by  his  Sov- 
ereign with  that  negotiation  so  interesting  to  both' 
nations,  and  on  one  point  of  which  an  answer  has 
not  even  been  returned  to  an  official  and  written 
overture. 

One  of  the  facts  alluded  to  has  been  admitted 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  himself,  in  his  letter  of 
the  19th  October,  viz:  That  the  three  conditions 
forming  the  substance  of  Mr.  Erskine's  original 
instructions,  were  submitted  to  him  by  that  gen- 
tleman. The  other,  viz :  that  that  instruction  is 
the  only  one  in  which  the  conditions  were  pre- 
scribed to  Mr.  Erskioe,  for  the  conclusion  oi  an 
arrangement  on  the  matter  to  which  it  related,  is 
known  to  Mr.  Jacksoii  by  the  instructions  which 
he  has  himself  received. 

In  stating  these  facts,  and'  in  adhering  to  them, 
as  his  doty  imperiously  enjoined  him  to  do,  Mr. 
Jackson  could  not  imagine  that  offence  would  be 
taken  at  it  by  the  American  Oovemment,  as  most 
certainly  none  could* be  intended  on  his  part;  but, 
since  he  has  been  informed  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  that  no  further  communications  will  be  re- 
ceived from  him,  he  conceives  that  he  has  no  al- 
ternative, that  is  consistent  with  what  is  doe  to 
the  King's  dignitv,  but  to  withdraw  altogether 
from  the  seat  of  the  American  Government,  and 
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i  arrival  of  His  Majesty's  commands  opon 
3oked  for  turn  whicb  has  thus  been  given 
ffaiirs  in  this  country. 
Tackson  means  to  make  New  York  the 
*  his  residence. 


No.  16. 
fhe  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 

Department  of  State,  iVbv.  23, 1809. 
My  letters  in  the  correspondence  with  Mr. 
k  already  transmitted  to  you,  sufficiently 
ihe  disappoiatment  that  was  felt  on  Ending 
bad  not  been  charged  to  m^e  to<  this 
ment  either  the  frank  expiaaations  or  the 
propositions  which  t&e  occasion  manifestly 
d.  Instead  6f  this  obviods  course  of  pro* 
-,  it  was  in  the  outset  perceived  that  his 
wBLt  to  bring  us  to  resume  the  subjects  of 
aogement  of  April,  in  a  way  that  would 
hat  we  were  aware  that  the  arrangement 
•t  binding  on  his  Qovernment,  because 
ivith  a  knqwiedge,  on  our  part,  that  Mi*. 
i  had  no^uthority  to  make  it ;.  and  thus 
rert  the  responsibility  of  his  Oovernment 
disavowal,  into  a  renroach  on  this  for  its 
t  in  the  transaction  aisa^owed. 
e  first  instance,  it  was  deemed  best  rather 

I  his  observations  argument^itively,  than 
t  them  as  an  offensive  insinuation.  This 
ance  had  not  the  expected  effect  of  restrain- 
m  from  a  repetition  of  the  offence.    Attd 

0  his  farther  insinuations,  nothing  more 
ne  than  to  premonish  him  of  the  inadmis^ 

of  so  indecorous  a  course  of  proceeding. 
Iso,  being  without  effect,  nothing  remained 
step  finally  t4ken.  And  there  wa»  the  less 
ion  in  shutting  the  door  to  further  oppor- 
s  for  insulting  insinuations,  as  the  disclosure 
made  and'  the  spirit  of  his  discussions  had 
rely  shut  it  to  (he  hope  of  any  favorable 
>om  his  mission. 

II  not  dwell  on  his  reluctance  to  give  up 
certainties  of  verbal,  for  the  precision  of 

1  discussion ;  nor  on  the  manner  or  the  time 
denial  that  he  had  given  any  room  at  all 
Latement^  which,  in  order  to  guard  against 
iconceptions incident  to  verbal  conferences, 
liaced  before  him  in  Writing,  with  a  request 
i  would  point  out  an^y  inaccuracies,  and  to 

he  did  not  then  object,  otherwise  than  by 
ting  that  he  could  not  have  made  the  state- 
vith  the  particular  view  which  seemed  to 
posed.  Nor  will  I  dwell  on  the  various  ih- 
s  in  which  partial  or  inconsistent  views  of 
bject  have  taken  place  of  its  real  merits, 
may  not  be  amiss  to  make  some  observa- 
m  the  correspondence,  as  it  relates,  to  the 
nation  of  his  Government,  in  having  disa- 

tbe  act  of  his  predecessor, 
h  respect  to  the  Orders  in  Council,  the 
1  of  a  disavowal  is,^  the  difference  between 
angemeat  and  the  printed  despatch  of  Mr. 
n^  to  Mr.  Erskine.  of  the  23d  of  January, 
ding  to  this  despatch,  then,  the  arrangemept 
in  three  points* 


1st.  La  not  relinquishing  the  trade  of  the  Uoi- 
ted  Statea  with  enemies'  colonies. 

With  respect  to  this  point,  it  is  not  necesaarf 
at  this  time  to  dtBctiss  the  right  to  that  trade.  Ii 
is  sufficient  to  remark,  1st,  That  as  the  trade  is 
admitted  to  become,  in  the  view  of  Great  Brinin, 
of  little  practical  importance,  why  hss  it  boa 
made  a  ground  of  the  disavowal,  and  especiallf 
as  important  considerations  onl^  oould,Qpoa  pria- 
ciples  of  public  law,  have  justified  a  meuaK  of 
so  terious  a  character  1  2d,  Tliat  as  the  coloanl 
trade  is  a  subject  nowise  connected  eitber  with  (be 
Orders  ii|  Council,  or  with  the  afiair  of  the  Cbes- 
apeake,  why  iiasit  been  permitted  to  frustrate  n 
arrangement  relating  to  those  subjects,  and  to 
those  'only  ?  3d,  That  as  this  condition  isalle^ 
to  have  originated  in  a  supposition  thai  it  wooU 
be  ap^reeable  to  the  Amtncao  Government,  wby 
has  It  been  pevsist^d  in,  after  the  error  ««s  made 
known  by  the  representation  of  Mr.  Erskise  to 
hiff  Government,  that  neither  this  nor  the  other 
conditions  of  the  despatch  of  the  23d  Jisiiry 
were  attninable  here? 

2d«  Another  point  of  the  deapatch,  aitd  doc  it 
the  arrangement,  is,  that  tb«  British  navy  oii^bt 
cnpture  our- trade  to  ports  prohibited  by  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

This  condition,  too,  appears  ta  bate  had  its 
origin  in  a  mistake  of  your  menniaff  in  a  conTer- 
sation  with  Mr.  Canning,  as  noted  by  yosrself, 
and  -in  an  inference  then  deduced  as  to  the  dispo- 
sition of  this  Government.  But  this  double  mis- 
take must'  have  been  broueht  to  light  id  time  to 
have  been  corrected  in  the  new  missioo.  Id 
orging  it^  Mr.  Canning  has  taken  a  groopd  (or- 
bidden  bv  those  principles  of  deeornn  which  re^- 
ulate  ana  mark  the  proceedings  of  GovenimeDis 
towards  each  other.  In  his  despatch,  the  condi- 
tion is  stated  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  seeariogtbe 
Ifonajide  intention  of  AnMrion  to  preveot  her  cit- 
izens fVom  trading  with  Prance  and  oenaia  other 
Powers ;  in  other  words,  to  secure  a  pledge  lo 
that  effect  against  the  mala  fide  inteotioD  of  the 
United  Suites;  And  this  despatch,  too,  was  au- 
thorized to  be  communicated  in  exfouototbe 
Governm«nt  of  which  such  language  was  as«d. 
Miffht  it  not  have  been  reasonably  expected  that 
sucn  a  condition,  and  such  observatioBs,  would. 
at  least  on  such  an  occasion,  have  been  giren  sp 
by  a  Government  willing  to  smooth  the  way  to 
an  amicaUe  settlement  of  existing  dfffereneest 

In  his  zeal  to  vindicate  his  (^veraoeBt,  Mr. 
Jackson  too,  has  attempted  a  gloss  oa  this  moit 
extraordinary  idea  of  calling  on  a  foreign  sore- 
reigntyi  not  indeed  to  make  laws  for  us,  bet  ww 
is  equivalent  in  principle,  to  supply  a  supposed 
inability  to  execute  them.  He  calls  sueh  an  lo* 
terposition  of  >his  GK^Ternnent  not  an  execouos 
of  the  law  of  Congress^  but  of  a  oompKthiniii^ 
as  a  public  law  on  both  partiea,  and  which  bojli 
would  have  a  common  interest  in  seeing  *^ 
executed.  On  his  own  principles,  there  oi^ 
to  be  a  reciprocity,  not  only  in  the  execotiM  ol 
the  compact,  but  in  the  obligation  andiaterest  it* 
suiting  from  it.  Besides,  where  there  is  •  |^ 
procity  in  compacts  between  nations  toacbisg 
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ittribotes  of  soTereignty,  there  is  always  as  mnoh 
»f  sorereigDty  gained  as  is  parted  with,  so  that 
here  be  no  loss  nor  indijifaity  on  eitber  aide. 

3.  The  remaining  point  in  the  despatch,  not 
ecared  by  the  ariangement^  is  that  which  re- 
[aired,  that  whilst  our  prohibitory  laws  should 
»e  repealed  a«  to  Great  Britain,  they  should  be 
eft  in  force  as  to  France,  and  the  Powers  adopt- 
Dg  or  acting  under  her  decrees. 

This  is  the  conditioa  which  akme  properly  be- 
ings to  the  subject ;  and  it  is  to  be  remark<kd,  int 
be  first  place,  that  the  British  project,  of  which 
bis  condition  makes  a  part,  coBtemplated  two 
btogs  in  their  nature  incompatible ;  one,  a  re- 
teal  of  the  prohibitory  acts  as  to  Qreai  Brkaiti, 
ntbont  waiting  for  the  oenclusion  of  a  regular 
reary ;  the  other,  a  pledge  or  engagemeDt  for  tbeir 
ontiouiuce  as  to  other  Powers.  Now,  from  the 
lature  of  our  Constitution,  wbich,  in  this  partic- 
dar,  ought  to  have  been  attended  to  by  the  Bri- 
ish  €K>Temment,  it  is  manifest  that  thefixecunv« 
authority  ooold  have  given  no  such  pledge,  4hat 
he  continuance  of  the  prohibitory  acts,  being  a 
iubjectof  tegislatiTe  coQ«ideration,  could  not  have , 
>een  provided  for  until  the  meeting  of  the  Legis* 
stare ;  and  that  the  condition  could  not,  theref- 
ore, but  have  failed,  eitber  in  the  immediate 
enewal  of  commerce  with  Qreat  Britain,  or  in 
he  ioftinediate  engagement  that  it  should  not  be 
enewed  with  France. 

The  British  Gkiyernment  ought  to  have'acqui- 
sced  in,  and  ind^il  ouffht  to  have  been  satisfied 
vith  the  anainment  of  the  important  object  of 
n  immediate  repeal  of  our  prohibitory  laws, 
ad  with  the  consideratioa  that  the  other  object, 
lot  immediately  attainable,  was  unnecessary  at 
he  time,  because  the  prohibition  as  to  France  was 
hen  in  forces  and  because  there  was  everv  reason 
o  infer, not  only  from  this  fact,  but  from  the  spirit 
tf  the  communications  made  from  time  to  time, 
.od  from  the  overtures  before  submitted  to  the 
British  Government,  that,  without  a  repeal  of 
he  French  decrees,  our  prohibitory  laws  would 
«  in  force  against  Prance,  and  especially  in  the 
tase  of  a  repeal  of  the  Britisn  Orders,  which  would 
lecessarily  render  ar  continuance  df  the  French 
lecrees  doubly  obnoxious. 

But  if,  on  this  head,  doubts  could  have  been  enter- 
al ned,  instead'of  rejecting  the  arraoffement,  ought 
lot  the  repealing  act  on  our  part  to  have  been  met 
vitfa  a  suspension  at  least  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
iL,  until  it  could  have  been  seen  whether  the non* 
Qtereonrse  Isw  would  or  would  not  have  been, 
on  tinned  against  France  1  Such  a  suspension 
rould  not  have  given*  in  any  point  of  view,  Qiore 
d vantage  to  the  United  States  than  was  given 
o  Great  Britain  by  the  repeal  which  had  taken 
>iace  on  their  part. 

If  this  reasonable  course  could  not  have  been 
ubstituted  for  the  disavowal,  why  was  not  a  final 
[isavowalsuspendedt  with  a  proposition  that  the 
xrangement  would  be  executed  by  Great  Britain 
n  the  event  of  a  compliance  on  the  part  of  the 
Jnited  Sutes  with  the  condition  required  as  to 
f  ranee  1  1  am  not  unaware,  you  may  be  told,  that 
he  non-intercourse  law  of  the  United  States  did. 


not  extend  to  Holland,  though  so  intimately  con- 
hected  with  France,  and  so  subservient  to  her  de- 
crees against  neutral  commerce. 

It  would  not  be  improper  to  observe,  that  this 
objection  can  be  the  less  urged  by  Great  Britain, 
as  che  has  herself  never,  In  her  alleged  retalia- 
tions, adhered  to  the  principle  on  which  they 
were  founded. 

^  Thus  she  has  from  the  date  of  them,  until  very 
lately,  directed  them  aeainst  the  American  trade, 
even  to  Russia,  ailhougn  Russia  had  never  adopt- 
ed the  French  decrees,  nor  otherwise  violated  our 
neutral  trade  with  Great  Britain.  So  in  her  order 
i>f  Apriliast,  she  has  discriminated  not  only  be- 
tween the  cbnmtries  devoted  to  Fraace  by  the  ties 
of  blood,  and  other  Powers,  but  between  Holland, 
Westphalia,  and  Naples,  in  enforcing  her  prohib- 
itory order  against  the  first  and  not  against  the 
two  last.  Whilst,  therefore,  she  finds  it  expedient 
to  make  these  distinctions,  she  ought  to  presume 
that  we  too  may  perceive  equal  propriety  in  the 
distinctions  we  have  nude. 
.  But  it  may  be  of  more  importance  here  to  com- 
pare the  Bntiah  Order  in  Council  of  April  last 
with  the'arranffemeat  of  April  made  hj  Mr.  Brs- 
kine.  It  will  tbeoce  be  seen  how  little  is  the  real 
difiie'rence*  and  how  trivial  it  is  when  compared 
to  the  extensive  serious  conaequenees  of  the  dis- 
avowal;     .       . 

Under  the  Order  in  Ck^uncil  of  April,  all  the 
ports  of  Europe  except  Prance,  inoladino[  the 
Kioiffdpms  of  Italy  and  Holland,  with  their  de- 
pendencies, are  opened  to  our  commerce. 

Under  tae  arrangement,  of  ADril,  combined 
with  our  act  of  non^inteircourse,  all  the  ports  of 
Europe  except. France  and  her  dependeicies,  in- 
cluding (he  Kingdpmof  Italy,  would  have  been 
opened  to  our  commerce. 

The  difierence  then  is  reduced  merely  to  Hol- 
land, and  that  again  is  reduced  to  the  difierence 
between  a' direct  trade  tb  the  ports  of  Hollund, 
and  an  indirect  trade  to  Holland  through  the 
oeighborinir  ports  of  Tonningen,  Hamburg,  Bre- 
men, and  Embden. 

Now,  as  the  injuring  of  the  enemies  of  Great 
Britain  is  the  only  avowed  object  of  her  interdict- 
ing order  against  our  trade,  let  a  computation  be 
made  of  the  effect  which  this  difference  between 
thd  Order  in  Council  and  the  arrangement  coald 
possibly  have  in  producing  such  an  injury.  And 
then  let  the  question  be  candidly  answered,  whe- 
ther, laying  aside  all  considerations  of  right  and 
justice^  sufficient  inducements  could  have  been 
found  in  that  result  for  rejecting  the  arrangement, 
and  for  producingthe  consequent  embarrassments 
as  well  to  Great  Britain  as  to  the  United  States. 

If  it  be  necessary,  as  Mr.  Jackson  has  stated,  to 
set  bounds  to  a  spirit  of  encroachment  and  uni- 
versal dominion,  which  would  bend  all  things -to 
its  own  standard,  and  to  fatsif  jr  by  honorable  and 
>manly  resistance  an  annunciation  that  all  Europe 
is  submitting  by  d^rees,  the  ^ort  must  be  feeble, 
indeed,  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  inconvenienoe 
accruing  to  the  formidable  foe  from  the  operation 
of  this  Order  in  Council,  and  especially  when  we 
with  it  the  strange  pheaomeami  of  tnh- 
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atitoclDg  for  the  lawful  trade  of  the  United  States 
•  trade  of  British  subjects  contrary:  to  the  laws  of 
the  adverse  party,  and  amouDting,  without  a  spe- 
cial license  in  the  eye  of  British  law,  to  high 
treaHon< 

Thus  much  for  the  Orders  in  Council.  What 
has  taken  place  with  respect  to  the  case  of  the 
Chesapeake  will  rqaally  engage  7 oor  attention. 

Too  will  perceire  that,  .throaghou^  the  early 
stages  of  the  correspondence,  this  case  «wa8,  in 
some  respects,  improperly  confounded  with,  in 
others  iroproperl^r  separated  from,  that  of  the 
Orders  in  Council ;  and  particular4y  that  pains 
had  been  taken  by  Mr.  Jackson  to  substitute  ver- 
bal and  Tsgue  observations  on  the^  disavowal  of 
this  part  of  the  arrangement  for  an  explicit  and 
formal  explanation,  such  as  was  obviously  due. 
It  will  be  seen,  also,  that  when  finally  brought  to 
the  point,  he  referred  for  ajustification  of  the  dis- 
avowal to  the  departure  of  Mr.  Brskipe  from  his 
instructions,  without  showing  what  those  instruc- 
tions were,  and  to  allusions  to  an  expression  in 
the  arrangement  without  giving  to  his  meaning 
the  distinctness  prerequisite  to  a  just  reply. 

It  appears,  however;  that  he  lays  great  stress 
on  the  proposal  enclosed  in  his  letter  of  the.  27th 
of  October,  ar  once  indicating  the  departure  of 
Mr.  £rskine  from  his  instructions,  and  as  contain- 
ing the  conditions  on  the  basis  of  which  he  was 
ready  to  enter  on  an  adjustment.  And  from  a 
note  from  the  Secretary  of  the  British  Legation^  it 
appears  that  he  has  coda  plained  of  not  having  re- 
ceived any  answer  to  this  proposal,  as  he  had  be- 
fore complained  that  no  answer  had  been  ^iven 
to  his  verbal  disclosures  on  this  head  in  his  inter- 
views with  me. 

With  respect  to  his  intimatiooji  in  conversa- 
tion, as  they  were  preceded  by  no  assignment  of 
the  reasons  for  not  having  executed  the  original 
adjustment,  it  cannot  be  necessarv  to  remark,  that 
no  such  notice  as  he  wished  to  ODtain  could  with 
any  sort  of  propriety  have  been  taken  of  them. 

With  reject  to  his  written  project,  it  will  suf- 
fice to  remark : 

Ist.  That  besides  his  reluctant  and  indistinct 
explanation  of  the  disavowal  of  the  original  ad- 

i'nstment,  he  did  not  present  his  proposal  until  he 
lad  made  such  progress  in  his'oflensive  insinua- 
tion as  made  it  proper  to  wait  the  issue  of  the  re- 
ply about  to  be  given  to  it,  and  that  this  issue  had 
necessarily  put  a  stop  to  further  communication. 
2d.  That  although  he  had  given  us  to  under- 
stand that  the  ordinary  credentials,  such  alone  as 
he  had  delivered,  could  not  bind  his  Government 
in  such  a  case,  his  proposal  had  neither  been  pre- 
ceded by,  nor  accompanied  with,  the  exhibition  of 
otber  commission  or  full  power;  nor,indBed;  has  he 
ever  given  sufficient  reason  to  suppose  tbtt  he  had 
any  such  full  power  to  exhibit  in  relation  to  this 
particular  case.  It  is  true  that,  in  his  letter  of 
tbe  23d  October,  he  has  stated  an  authority  event- 
ually to  conclude  a  convention  between  the  two 
countries.  Without  adverting  to  the  ambiguity 
of  the  term  eventuaily,  with  the  mark  of  empha- 
-ata  attached  to  it,  and  to  other  unceruinties  in 
the  phraaeology,  it  is  dear  that  th^  authority  re- 


ferred to,  whatever  it  may  be,  is  derived  from  io- 
strodtions  subject  to  his  own  discretion,  tod  oot 
from  a  patent  conunission,  such  as  mi^bt  be  prop* 
erly  called  for.  It  is  tru^  also,  that  in  his  letter 
of  the  4th  of  November,  subsequent  to  his  pro- 
posal, he  says  he  was  possessed  of  a  full  power, 
in  due  form,  foe .  the  express  purpose  of  cooelt* 
ding  a  treaty-or  coi)veotion.  out  it^till  remaiM 
uncertain  whether  by  the  treaty  or  eonreDtioQ 
to  which  it  related  was  ndt  meant  an  eventual  ot 
provisional  treaty  on  the  general  relaiioos  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  without  any  reference 
to  the  case  of  tbe  Chesapeake.  Certain  it  is,  thit 
.the  British  Government,  in  former  like  cases,  ts 
will  be^eeo  by  the  adjustment  of  that  part  of  tkc 
affair  at  flookta  Sound  which  is  aadogoos  to  ike 
case,  did  not  consider  any  such  distinct  foil  power 
as  neceteary ;  nor  is  there  tbe  slightest  groaod  for 
supposing  that  Mr.  Brskine,  although  eoofessedlj 
instructed  to  aojust  this  very  case  of  the  CbeM- 
peake,  was  furnished  with  anr  authority  distioet 
frouL  hjs  credential  letter.  That  Mr.  Jackson  bts 
any  such  commission  is  the  less  to  be  supposed, 
as  It  is  but  barely  possible  that,  possessing  it,  lie 
should  not,  on  some  occasioO|  or  in  sotne  forOf 
have  used  a  language  sascepuble  of  no  possiUe 
doubt  on  this  point. 

But,  proceeding  to  the  propdaal  itself,  it  is  to 
be  kept  in  mind  that  the  conditions  foriupg  iu 
basis  are  the  very  conditions  for  the  deriaiipt 
from  which  Mr.  Brskiae's  adjustment  w  dis- 
avowed. Mr.  Jackson,  if  not  on  others,  is 00  ibis 
point,  explicit.  **1  nolv  add,  says  he,  that  (be 
deviation  consisted  in  not  recording  in  tbeofficitl 
document  signed  here,  the  abrogation  of  tbePresi* 
dent's  proclamatioii  of  the  2d  Jqly,  1807t »  *^^ 
as  the  two  reserves  specified  in  the  paper  of  mem- 
oranda, enclosed  in  my  official  letter  to  you  of 
the  27tb  ultimo." 

Considering,  then,  the  conditions  in  like  pro- 
posal as  an  ultimatum,  in  what  light  are  we  com- 
pelled to  view  such  an  attempt  to  repair  tbe  out- 
rage committed  on  tbe  frigate  Chesapeake,  and 
to  heal  the  disappointment  produced  by  adi** 
avowal  of  a  previous  equitable  reparation  1 

It  is  impossible,  on  sueh  aa  occasion,  not  to  r^ 
call  the  circumstances  whioh  constituled  tbe 
character  of  the  outrage  to  which  saeb  an  ulu- 
matum  is  now  applied.  A  national  ship,  pro- 
ceeding on  an  important  service^  wts  watcbed 
by  a  superior  naval  force,  enjoying  at  tbe  tioe 
the  hospitality  of  our  ports,  waa  followed,  aid 
scarcely  out  of  our  waters,  when  she  wais  ^^^ 
an  insulting  summons,  attacked  in  a  hostile  maa- 
ner;  the  ship  ao  injured  as  to  require  extensile 
repairs;  the  expedition  frustrated;  aDttiobtf  « 
theorew  killed  and  wounded ;  several  earned  la* 
to  captivity;  and  one  of  them  put  to  death  uodtf 
a  military  sentence.  The  three  seamen,  tboog^ 
American  citizens,  and,  therefore,  on  every  iap* 
position,  detained  as  wrongfully  as  the  ship  vooi^ 
nave  been  detained,  have,  notwithstanding,  ^^ 
remained  in  captivity  between  two  and  ibr^ 
years,  and,  it  may  be  added,  aAer  it  has  m 
ceased  to  be  denied  that  they  are  American  ciu- 
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Under  these  oireoinetaBcee,  we  are  called  upon 
>  raDsom  the  captives. 

1st.  Bf  acknowledging  that  a  precautionary 
roclamation,  justified  b]f  erents  preceding  the 
atra^,  by  tiie  ootrage  itself,  anu  br  what  im«> 
lediately  followed  it,  was  unjastifiable,  and  that 
repeal  of  it  was  properly  a  condition  precedent 
3  a  reparation  for  the  outrage.  And  tnis  requi- 
itioQ  is  repeated,  too,  after  such  an  ackoowledg* 
lent  bad  oeen  nniforokly  asserted  by  this  Qow» 
rnmeot  to  be  utterly  inadmissible,  and,  what  is 
articolarl/  remarkable,  at  a  time  when  the  proe- 
I  mat  ion,  as  is.  well  understood,  was  no  longer  la 
)rce.  The  occasion  obviously  lUTited-  a  silent 
ssamption  of  the  existing  fact,  and  this  would 
are  excluded  Che  difficulty  heretofore  found  to 
e  insuperable. 

2d.  By  throwit^g  into  complete  oblirion  the 
on  duct  of  the  officer  answerable  for  the  mur- 
lerous  transaction,  with  a  knowledge,  too,  ao  our 
lart,  that  instead  of  being  punished,  or  e?en 
irought  to  trials  he  has  been  honored  by  his  Gbf* 
smraent  with  a  new  and  more  important  com* 
nand.  \ 

3d.  By  admitting  a  right  on  the  part  of  Qreai 
Britain  to  claim  a  dtseharge  from  our  service  of 
leserters  generally,  and  particularly  of  her  aatu* 
al  born  subiects,  without  excepting  such  as  had 
>een  naturalized  in  due  form  under  the  laws  of 
be  United  States. 

It  has  not  been  explained  whether  it  was  meant, 
IS  the  universality  of  the  term  ^deserters"  would 
mport,  to  include  American  citizens  who  might 
bave  left  the  British  seryice.    But  what  poasible 
ronsideration  could  have  induced    the  British 
Grovernment  to  expect  that  the  United  Stated 
could  admit  a  principle  that  would  deprive  our 
aaturalized  citizens  of  the  legal  privileges  which 
they  hold  in  common  with  their  native  feilow- 
citizeos.    The  British  Government,  less  than  any 
other,  ought  to  have  made  such  a  proposition,  be- 
cause it  not  only,  like  others,  naturalizes  aliens, 
but,  in  relation  to  the  United  States,  has  even 
refused  to  discharge  from  the  British  service 
native  citizens  of  the  United  States  involunta- 
rilv  detained.    If  an  American  seaman  has  re- 
sided in  Great  Britain^  or  has  married  therein,  or 
has  accepted  a  bounty  in  her  oaval  service,  his 
discharge  therefrom  on  the  regular  application  of 
the  British  Government  has  been  invariably  re- 
fused by  its  Board  of  Admiralty^    This  I  state 
on  the  authority  of  the  official  reports  made,  to 
this  Department,    it  is,  therefore,  truly  astonish- 
ing, that,  with  a  knowledge  of  these  facts,  such  a 
pretension  should  have  bUtii  advanced  at  all,  but, 
above  all,  that  it  should  have  been  made  a  sine 
qua  nan  to  an  act  of  plain  justice  already  so 
long  delayed.    This  ib  the  more  to  h$  regretted, 
as  the  omen  does  not  favor  the  belief  we  would 
willingly  cherish,  that  no  predetermination  exists 
in  the  Councils  of  His  Britannic  Majest  v  irrecon- 
cilable to  an  amicable  arrangement  oi  an  affair 
which,  afiectiog  so  deeply  the  honor  of  the  United 
Sutes,  must  precede  a  general  regulatioii  of  the 
mutual  interests  of  the  two  countries. 
After  the  correspondence  with  ^r,  Jackson 


was  terminated,  two  notes,  copies  of  which  are 
Herewith  sent  to  you,  were  presented  to  me  in 
the  name  and  by  the  hand  of  Mr.  Oakley,  the 
British  Secretary  of  Legation. 

The  first  requested  a  document  having  the 
effect  of  a  special  pauport  or  safeguard  to  Mr. 
Jackson  and  his  family  during  their  stay  in  the 
United  States.  As  the  laws  of  this  country  al- 
low an  unobstructed  passage  through  everv  part 
of  it,  and,  with  the  taw  of  nations  equally  in 
force,  protect  public  Ministers  and  tbeir  families 
in  all  their  privileges,  such  an  application  was 
regarded  as  somewhat  singular.  .There  ^was  no 
hesitation,  however,  in  furni^ing  a  certificate  of 
his  public  character,  and  to  be  used  in.any  mode 
he  might  choose.  •  But  what  surprised  -most  was 
the  reasons  assigned  for  the  application.  The  in- 
sult he  alluded  to  was  then,  for  the  first  time, 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  this  Government* 
It  had,  indeed,  been  among  the  rumots  of  the 
day,  that  some  unbecoiiting  scene  had  taken  place 
at  r^orfolk  or  Ha mpton« .between  some  officers 
beloaging  to  the  Atricaine  and  some  of  the  iiH 
habit&ntSv^and  that  it  originated  in  the  indiscre- 
tion of  the  former.  No  attentioa  having  been 
called  £oK,  and  no  inquiry  made,  the  truth  of  the 
case  is  unknown.  But  it  was  never  supposed  ^ 
that  Mr.  Jacksen  himself,  who  was  on  boara  the 
frigate  bad  been  personally  insulted,  nor  is  it  ^et 

Kroeived  in  what  way  he  considers  it  as  having 
ppened.  It  is  needless  to  remark  that  any  rep> 
resentation  on  the  .subject  would  .ha vh  instantly 
received  every  proper  attention. . 

Another  ground  on  which  a  protection  was 
asked  for,  is  the  supposed  tendency  of  the  lan- 
ffuage  of  our  newspapers  to  excite  popular  vio- 
lence on  Mr.  Jackson's  person.  Hacl  he  been 
lon|[er  and  better  ae9uainted  with  the  habits  and 
spint  of  the  American  people,  he  Would  pro-  • 
bably-never  have  entertained  an  apprehension  of 
that  sort.  If  hcmeant  tp  animadvert  on  the  free 
language  of  the  newspapers,  he  mi^ht  justly  he 
reminded  that  our  laws,  as  those  Of  his  own  coun- 
tnr,  set  bounds  to  that  freedom ;  that  the  freedom 
of  British  prints,  however  ^rtot  with  respect  to 
public  characteis  of  the  United  States,  has  n^ver 
been  a  topic  of  complaint;  and  that,  supposing 
the  latitude  of  the  American  press  to  exceed  thai 
of  Great  Britain,  the  difference  is  infinitely  lese 
ill  this  respect  between  the  two,  th^n  between 
the  British  press  and  that  of  the  other  nations  of 
Europe. 

The  second  note  seems  to  be  essentially  intended 
as  a  justification  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Jackson, 
in  that  part  of  his  correspondence  which  had  given 
umbrage.  If  be  intended  it  as  ^  conciliatory  ad- 
vanecv  he  ought  not  to  have  preceded  it  by  a  de- 
mand of  passports,  nor  bv  the  spirit  or  the  man- 
ner in  whicd  that  demand  was  made.  He  ought. 
in  fact,  if  such  was  his  obiect,  to  have. substituted 
an  explanation  in  the  place  of  his  replv.  to  my 
preo^ooitory  letter.  But  whether  he  haa  one  or 
other,  or  both,  of  these  t>bjects  in  view,  it  was  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  have  done  more  than  is  at- 
tempted in  this  paper* 

It  was  never  objected  to  htm,  that  h^  had  sta- 
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ted  it  as  a  fact  that  the  three  propositions  in  oaes- 
tion  had  been  sobm'tted  to  me  by  Mr^  Brsicine, 
nor  that  he  stated  it  as  made  known  to  him  by 
the  instructions  of  Mr.  Canning,  that  the  instruc- 
tion to  Mr.  Erskine,  containing  these  three  con- 
ditions, was  the  only  one  from  which  his  authority 
was  derived  to  conclude  an  arrangement  on  the 
matter  to  which  it  related.  The  objection  was,  that 
a  lEoowledge  of  this  restriction  of  the  authority 
of  Mr.  Erskine  was  inrputed  to  this  Governmenc  ] 
and  the  repetition  of  ifie  imputation,  even  after 
it  had  been  peremptorily  disclaimed.  This  was 
80  gross  an  attack  on  the  honor  and  veracity  of 
this  Government,  as  to  forbid  all  further  comma- 
nicationsfrom  him.  Care  was  neyerthetess  taken, 
at  the  same  time,  to  leave  the  door  open  for  such 
as  might  be  made  through  any  other  channel, 
however  little  the  probahtlity  that  any  satisfac- 
tory communications  would  be  received  through 
any  channel  here.  ' 

To  the  othtr  enclosures  I  add  a  printed  copy 
of  a  paner  purporting  to  be  ^  circular  letter  from 
Mr.  JacKson  to  the  British  Consuls  in.the  United 
Slates.  The  paper  speaks  for  itself.  As  its  con- 
tents entirely  correspond  with  the  paper  last  re- 
ferred to^  as  they  were  unnecessary  for  the  ostea* 
alble  obiect  of.  the  letter,  which  was  to  make 
known  Mr.  Jackson's  change  of  residence,  and 
aa  the  paper  was  at  once  put  into  public  cir^aU-^ 
tion,  it  can  only  be  reffaraed  as  a  virtual  address 
to  the  American  people  of  a  representation  pre- 
viously addressed  to  their  GK)vernment-^-a  pro- 
cedure which  pannot  Tail  to  be  seen  in  its  true 
light  by  his  Sovereign. 

The  observation^  to  which  so  much  extent  has 
been  given  in  this  letter,  with  th^se  contained  in 
the  correspondence  with  Mr.  Jackson,  will  make 
foa  fully  acquaiiited  with  the  conduct  and  the 
character  he  has  develojped,  with  the;  necessity  of 
the  step  taken  in  refusmg  further  communica- 
tions from  him,  and  with  the  grounds  on  which 
the  iPresident  instructs  you  to  request  that  he  may 
be  immediately  recalled.  .You  are  particularly 
instrocted,  at  the  same  time,  in  making,  those 
oommnnications,  to  do  if  in  a  manner  that  will 
kave  no  doubt  of  the  nndtminished  desire  of  the 
United  States  to  unite  in  all  the  means  the  best 
calculated  to  establish  thei  relations  of  the  two 
eonntries  on  the  solid  foundation  of  justice,  of 
friendship,  and  of  mutual  interest. 

I  have  tne  honor  to  be.  with  great  respect  and 
consideratioi^,  sir,  your  ooedtent  servant, 

R.  SMITH. 

[CIRCUI^R.] 

WAflHiNOToif,  Nbweml^  13, 1809. 

Sin :  I  have  to  inform  you,  with  much  regret, 
that  the  facts  which  it  has  been  my  duty  to  state 
in  my  official  correspondence  with  Mr.  Smith. 
have  been  deemed  by  the  President  of  the  Unitea 
States  to  afford  a  sufficient  motive  for  breaking 
off  an  imtoortant  aegotiation,  and  for  putting  an 
end  to^  all  communication  whatever  with  me  as 
the  Minister  charged  with  that  negotiation,  so  in- 
toresting  to  both  nations,  and  on  one  most  mate- 


rial point  of  which  an  answer  has  not  even  been 
returned  to  an  official  and  written  overture. 

One  of  the  fkcts  alluded  to  has  been  admitted 
by  the  Secretary  of  St^le  himself,  in  his  letter  to 
me  of  the  19(h  October,  viz :  That  the  three  eos- 
ditions,  forming  the  substapee  of  Mr.  BnkiiK^ 
original  instruction,  were  submitted  to  him  bf 
that  gentleman.  Th^  other,  viz :  That  that  io- 
strnctibn  is  the  only  one  in  %hich  the  eooditioss 
were  prescribed  to  Mr.  Erskine  for  tbecondusiaa 
of  an  arrangement  on  the  matter  to  which  it  re- 
lated, is  known  tq  me  by  the  insuuctions  whieh 
I  have  myself  received. 

In  stating  these  facts,  and  in  adhering  to  thea, 
as  my  duty  imperiously  enjoined  me  to  do,  in  or- 
der to  repel  thefrequeht  charges  of  iU  faith  whieb 
have  been  made  against  His  Majesty's  Gorerft- 
ment,  I  could  not  imagine  that  offence  would  be 
taken  at  it  by  the  American  Government,  as  moit 
certainly  none  could  be  intended  onmy  inn ; tad 
this  view  o/  the  subject  has  been  madeisown  to 
Mr.-  Smith.  But,  as  1  am  informed  by  him  that 
no  farther  com mnniea tion  will  be  received  from 
me,  I  conceive  that  I  have  -no  alternatire  lef^ 
which  is  consistent  with  the  King^s  dignitj,  bot 
to  withdraw  alto^ther  from  this  city,  aod  tinJI 
elsewhore  the  arrival  of  His  Majesty's  commods 
npon  the  untooied*for  turn  which  nas  thnbesa 
given  to  his  affiiirs  in  this  country.    . 

I  mean,  in  the  interval,  to  make  New  York  tke 
place  of  my  residence  ;  where  you  will  keocefor- 
ward  please  direct  your  communications  to  d& 
as  I  shall  be  accompanied  by  every  member  ot 
His  Majesty's  mission.    I  am,  dbc. 

F.  J.  JACKSON. 


Extract  of  a  letter  fiom  Mr.  Pinkney  te  the  Becrettiy 

of  State. 

LoNDOW ,  leb.  28, 18)9. 
I  have  received  from  Cleneral  Armsirosg  a 
letter,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed ;  and  bare,  ia 
consequence,  made  a  written  inquiry  of  Lord 
Wellesley,  (with  whom  I  had  before  commani- 
cated  personally  on  the  subject,}  as  to  the  exist* 
ence  of  the  blockades  to  whicb  it  alhides.  1  tm 
not  without  hopes  that  the  reply  to  my  ipqoiry 
will  amount  to  a  declaration  (satisfying,  io  sDb> 
stance,  the  condition  mentioned  in  GJeneral  Arm- 
strong's letter)  that  these  blockades  are  not  is 
force ;  and,  if  ft  should,  I  will  send  immeditte 
notice  to  General  Armstrong.  I  have  prepared 
'an  official  letter  to  you  on  this  head ;  which,  with 
sdch  additions  as  circumstances  may  enable  me 
to  make  to  it,  will  be  sent  by  the  corrette,  tbe 
John  Adams. 


FRANCE. 


[CoBmnnioatad  to  Congnss,  Noveaiber  S9,  160^ 

Fabmaiy  IB,  ttid  May  1, 1810.] 
To  the  Howe  vfB'epruenmimioftke  VmUdSttto: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  a  report  of  the  Secre^ 
tary  of  State,  complying  with  their  resolotios  of 
the  30th  of  April.  JAMBS  MADISON. 

Mat  1, 1810. 


2125 


A1?PENDIX. 


212« 


Relations  with  France, 


Dbparthent  op  Statg, 
May  1, 1810, 

In  porsaance  of  a  resolutioo  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  yesterday,^  the  Secretary  of 
State  has  the  honor  of  transmlttiog  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  the  accompanying  pa- 
pers, marked  A^  B,  C,  D,  E,  and  F. 

No  information  has  been  received,  that  any 
commnnication  has  been  made  to  our  Minister  at 
London,  on  the  part  of -the  British  Government, 
^'  in  answer  to  any  note  presented  by  him  in  pur- 
suance of  instructions  given  on  the  23d  Novem- 
ber, 1809."        ' 

No  answers  have  been  given  to  the  ''  proposi- 
tions or  overtures,  made  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  to  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain  and 
France,  respecting  any  of  the  orders  and  decrees 
affecting  neutral  commerce,"  which  have  not 
been  heretofore,  or  which  are  not  herewith,  com- 
municated. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

R.  SMITH. 


Exincfr— Mr.  8mitb|  Secrttaij  of  Stete,  io  Mr.  Arm- 

slMng. 

Dbfartmskt  of  State, 
March  ^&,  1809. 

The  proceeding  of  Congress  at  thefr  late  ses- 
sion, combined  with  the  Bxeeutive  communica- 
tions, affording,  as  they  do,  additional  proofs  of 
the  pacific  disposition  of  this  Ctovemmeot,  4od 
of  its  striet  observance  of  whatever  the  laws  of 
Deutralitv  require,  you  will  not  fail  to  avail  your- 
self of  the  just  arguments  thence  deducible  in 
urging  the  equitable  claims  of  the  United  States. 
The  hrst,  second,  third,  fourth,  eleventh,  and  sev- 
enteenth se<^tions  of  the  act  interdicting^  our  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  Great  Britain <  and 
France  will,  in  that  view,  claim  your  attention, 
and  especially  the  eleventh  section,  authorizing 
tile  Bxecstive  to  renew  our  commerce  with  the 
nation  withdrawing  the  operations  of  its  illegal 
edicts.  And  you  will  be  careful  to  let  it  be  under- 
stood that  the  authority  thus  vested  will,  of  course, 
be  exercised  in  the  event  stated  in  the  law. 


them  to  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  so  nothing 
will  give  them  more  satisfaction  than  to  see  that 
necessity  cease.    It  is  in  the  spirit  and  sincerity 
of  this  declaration,  that  the  undersigned  is  in- 
structed to  add,  that  any  interpretation  of  tbe^ 
Imperial  decrees  of  the  dlst  of  November,  1806^, 
and  17th  of  December,  1807,  which  shall  have- 
the  effect  of  leaving  unimpaired  the  maritime- 
rights  of  the  Union,  will  be  instantaneusly  fo^ 
lowed  by  a  revocation  of  the  present  act,  and  »k 
re-establishtnerit  of  the  ordinfiry  commercial  in-  . 
tercourse  between  the  two  countries. 
I  offer  t6  your  Excellency,  dbc. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
.  Count  Cbampagny. 


Mr.  Armstrong  to  Count  Champagny. 

Paris,  Afuil  29, 1809. 

The  undefsigned,  ^ Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  Slates,  has  the  honor  of  presenting  to 
his  Excellency  Kne  Minister  of  Exterior  Rela- 
tions, the  enclosed  copy  of  a  law  recently  passed 
bv  the  Legislature^  of  the  Union. 

ThiH  law,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  several  pro- 
viaions  of  it,  has  been  forced  upon  them,  by  the 
extraonjinary  circumstances  of  the  times,  and  is 
to  be  regarded  as  an  act  of  precautiop,  tak^n  with 
the  view  only  of  protecting  their  own  property 
and  rights,  and  of  once  more  appealing  to  the  in: 
teresto  and  joatice  of  those  who  would  disturb  or 
destroy  them. 

Your  Excellency  may  be  assured,  that  as  noth- 
ing has  given  more  disquietude  to  the  United 
States  tlftan  the  neeeasity  which  has  impelled 


Gen.  Armstrong  to  Mr.  Smltii,  Secretary  of  Btate^ 

Paris,  Sept.  4, 1809. 

Sir  :  The  letter  of  which  I  send  you  a  copy,,, 
-was  reciei^ed  during  my  absence,  and  detained  la 
Paris  iill  my  return.  The  note  promised  in  it 
has  not  yet  been  received..  Mr.  Warden  informs 
me,  that  the  Council  of  Prizes  have  been  ordered 
to  suspend  their  proceedings  with  regard  tq  oUr 
vessris.'  I  have  the  hotior  to  be,  4l9. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Hon.  R.  Smith,  Secretary  of  State* 

[TBAMSLATIOlf.] 

Cott^t  Ohampagny  to  General  Armstrong. 

Vienna,  Aug.  8, 1809. 

Sir:  Touhave  desired  that  one  of  the  Amer- 
ican vessels,  which  are  in  the  ports  of  France, 
might  be  authorized  to  depart  to  the  (Jniteo 
States  with  your  despatches.  I  have  taken  the 
orders  of  His  Majesty  on  the  subject  of  this  de* 
mand,  and  His  Majest)[,  always  disposed  to  facil- 
itate your  communications  to  your  Government, 
has  permitted  tbe  departure  of  the  vessel  which 
you  shall  designate.  I  informed  the  Ministers  of 
the  Marine  snd  of  the  Finances  of  thfs  disposi- 
tion, requesting  them  to  insure  the  execution  of 
it  as  sooiuis  you  shall  have  made  known  to  them 
the  name  of  the  vessel  and  the  port  from  which 
she  is  te  depart. 

I  have  tbe  honor,  6ir,  to  apprize  you,  that  I 
shall  foxtbiN^ith  address  to  you  a  note,  by  order  of 
His  Majesty,  on  the  actual  situation  of  ourrela- 
tions  wkh  the  United  States.  Please  to  prodt  by 
the  departure  of  the  vessel  to  make  tliis  known 
to  the  Federal  Government,  and  permit  me  also 
to  send  by  that  conveyance  some  despatches  to 
the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Mojesty  to 
the  United  States. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance,  dbc. 

CHAMPAGNY. 

Extract— General  Armstrong  to  Mr.  Champegnj. 

Paris,  iSsp^.  8, 1809. 
I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  y6ur  Bxeellenoy's 
letter  of  the  22d  August  last,  in  exposition  of  the 
principles  adopted  by  His  Majeaty  with  regard 
to  neutral  commerce.  I  shall  hasten  to  transmit 
«  copy  of  this  note  to  my  Government 
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fiztnctt— General  Annetrong  to  Mr.  8mith»  Seoretoiy 

of  State. 

Pavib,  Sept.  16, 1809. 

I  feeeiYed  on  the  6th  iDstant,  od  my  retara 
from  Hbllaod,  two  notes  from  Count  Champag- 
•ny^  copies  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose. 
In  pne  of  these  you  will  find  an  exposition  of  the 
4)rincipies  which  have  governed,  and  which  will 
continue  to  govern,  the  conduct  of  His  Mnjesty, 
with  regard  to  neutral  commerce.  To  this, 
which  was  offered  as  a  definitive  answer  to  our 
nroposidons,  I  have  believed  that 'any  reply,  be- 
fore I  had  received  thefurther  instructions  of  the 
President,  would  have  been  premature. 

Mr.  Laurence  arrived  at  L^rient  on  the  9th. 
and  Mr.-'Hazfewell  at  Paris,  with  your  despatch 
of  the  11th  of  August  last,' on  the  13(h  instant.' 
I  immediately  communicated  to  Count' Cham- 
pagny  the  President's  proclamation  interdicting 
anew  all  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  gave  such 
other  explanations  as  the  case  appeared-  to  re- 
quire. 


Extract — Count  Champagny  to  General  Armstrong. 

Altenboro,  August  22,  1809. 

I  have  the  honor  to  address  to  you  a  subjoined 
note,  which  His  Majesty  has  ordered  me  to  send 
to  you,  and  which  I  have  announced  in  my  last 
despatch.  If  France  does  not  do  at  this  time  ail 
that  the  United  States  of  America  can  desire, 
your  Government  will  be  abie  to  see,  that  neither 
prejudice  nor  animosity  influences  its  conduct; 
that  it  is  the  effect  of  its  attachment  to  the  prin- 
ciples which  the  Americans,  more  than  any  other 
people,  are  interested  in  supporting,  ^nd  of  the 
necessity  of  reprisals  whiqh  circumstances  im- 
pose. The  Emperor  will  consider  as  a  happy 
event,  that  whicn  shall  enable  him  to  contribute 
to  the  prosperity  of  America,  in  leaving  to  its 
commerce  all  the  liberty  stnd  all  the  extension 
which  can  redder  it  flourishing. 


Official  note  torn  Count  Chiampagny  to  General  Arm- 
strong. 

Altbnburo,  AugUMt  22,  1809. 

Sir  :  His  Majesty  the  Emperor,  apprized  that 
you  are  to  send  a  vessel  to  America,  has  ordered 
me  to  make  known  to  you  the  invariable  prin- 
ciples which  have  regulated,  and  which  will  reg- 
ulate, his  conduct  on  the  great  question  of  neu- 
trals. 

France  admits  the  principle  that  the  flag  covers 
the  merchandise. 

A  merchant  vessel,  sailing  with  all  the  neces- 
aary  papers  {avec  lea  expidUiona)  from  its  Gov- 
ernment, is  a  floating  colony.  To  do  violence 
to  such  a  vessel,  by  visits,  by  searches,  and  by 
other  acts  of  an  arbitrary  authority,  is  to  violate 
the  territory  of  a  colony  $  this  is  to  infringe  on 
the  independence  of  its  Opy^rnment.  The  seas 
do  not  belong  to  any  nation ;  they  are  the  common 
plroperty  of  ooankind,  and  the  domain  of  all. 

Enemy  merchant  vessels  belonging  to  tndivid* 


uals  ought  to  be  respected.  Indivkluab  who  k 
not  fight  ought  not  to  be  made  prisoners  of  wir. 
In  all  her  conquests,  France  has  respected  pri- 
vate property.  The  warehouses  and  the  shop 
have  remained  with  their  proprietors.  Thejr  bare 
been  free  to  dispose  of  their  merchandises  as  tber 
pleased,  and  at  this  moment  a  greater  ouml» 
(fonooit)  of  wagons,  loaded  principally  with  cot- 
ton, pass  through  tbe  French  armies,  throogii 
Austria  and  Germitnyi  on  their  way  to  such  pUeei 
ay  commerce  has  directed, 

If  France  had  adopted  the  usages  of  maritioe 
war,  fill  the  merchandise  of  the  continent  of  En- 
rope  would  h^ve  been  accumulated  in  France, 
and  wottld  have  become  a  source  of  immense 
wealth.  Such  would  have  been,  without  doobt 
the  pretensions  of  the  English,  if  they  had  hid 
on  the  land  that  superiority  which  they  hare  ob- 
tained at  sea.  We-  should  have  seen,  as  io  the 
times. of  barbarism,. the  vbnquished  sold  as  slares 
and  their  lands  parcelled  out.  Mercantile  ariditf 
would  have  usurped  everything ;  and  the  reton 
to  barbarous  usages  woula  have  been  the  i^ 
of  the  Grovernment  of  a  nation  who  hare  im- 
proved the  arts  and  civilization.  The  Oorern- 
metK  is  not  ignoralit  of  the  injostiee  of  its  mari- 
time code,  fiut  what  signifies  to  it  what  is  jast? 
It  only  considers  what  is  useful  lo  itaelC 

Such  are  the  principles  of  the  Smperoroatbe 
usages  and  righu  of  mari  time  wa r.  Wbea  Fruee 
shall  have  acquired  a  marine  proportioned  to  tbe 
extent  of  her  coasts  and  her  population,  ihe  Em- 
peror will  put  more  and  more  in  practice  these 
maxims,  and  will  use  his  endeavors  to  reader  tbe 
adoption  of  them  generaL 

The  right,  or  rather  the  pretension  of  block- 
ading, by  a  proclamatioB,  rivers  and  eoastsi,  is  u 
monstrdus  (revoUante)  as  it  is  absurd.  A  ri^ht 
cannot  be  derived  from  the  will  or  the  capnee 
of  one  of  the  interested  parties,  but  ought  to  be 
derived. from  the  nature  of -- things  thtiDselres; 
A  place  is  not  trulj  blockaded^  UQtH  it  tsiarested 
by  land  and  by  sea  'y  it  is  blockaded  to  prereot  it 
from  receiving  the  succors  which^  might  retard 
its  surrender.  It  is  only  then  that  the  right  of 
preventing  neutral  vessels  from  entering  it  exisu; 
for  the  plaee  so  attached  is  in  danger  of  beiag 
taken,  and  the  dominion  of  it  is  doubtful,  and 
contested  by  the  master  of  the  town  and  him  wbo 
blockades  or  besieges  it.  I}ence  the  right  of  pre- 
venting even  neutrab  from  having  aecess  to  it. 

Tbe  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  fiig 
are^  like  the  sovereignty  and  the  independence  of 
the  territory,  the  property  of  all  neutrals.  A  Sttte 
may  give  itself  to  another,  may  destroy  the  act 
of  its  independence,  may  change  its  sovereign; 
but  the  rifthts  of  sovereignty  are  indivisible  and 
unalienable;  none  can  give  op  any  part  of  tbem. 

England  has  placed  France  inn  state  of  block- 
ade. The  Emperor,  by  hia  decree  of  Berlin,  has 
declared  tbe  Britannic  isles  in  a  state  of  blockade. 
The  first  measure  kept  neutral  vessels  at  a  disuoce 
from  France ;  the  second  has  interdicted  to  then 
England. 

By  her  Orders  in  Council  xif  the  llth  Novem- 
ber, I8Q7,  England  has  laid  a  toll  on  neutral  vet- 
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aelsj  and  h«t  obliged  them  to  nun  through  her 
ports  before  they  should  go  (o  the  places  of  their 
destinatioD.  By  a  decree  of  the  I7th  of  Decem- 
ber of  the  same  year,  the  Bmperor  has  declared 
vessels,  whose  flag  shall  have  been  violatled,  de- 
graded, trodden  Qoder  foot.  a«  no  longer  belong* 
iDg  to  their  nation,  (denationaliMd.)  - 

To  (creen  itself  frdhi  the  acts  of  violence  with 
which  this  state  of  things  threatened  itB  com- 
merce, America  laid  an  embargo 'in  E^r  ports; 
and.  although .  France,  who^  had  done  nothing 
more  than  resort  to  reprisals,  saw  her  interests 
and  the  interests  of  her  cotontes  woonded  by  this 
mesfore,  nevFrthele8s,the£mperor  appiauded  this 
generous  determinatioD  of  renouncing  all  com- 
merce, rather  than  acknowledge  the  dominion 
(domtfio^ton)  of  the  tyrants  of  the  seas.  Th«  em* 
bargo  has  been -raised ;  a  system  of  ezclosion  has 
been  substituted  for  jti  The  continental  Powers, 
leagued  against  England,  make  a  common  cause;- 
they  aim  at  the  same  object,,  they  will  reap  the 
same  advantages  \  they  ought  also  to  run  the  same 
risks.  The  pbrts  of  Holland,  of  the  Blbe^  of  the 
Weser,  of  Italy,  and  of  Spain,  will  pot  enjoy  (tie 
jomroiU)  any  adTantagfes  of  which  those  of  France 
majr  be  deprived.  Tb<^y  will  both  (le$  unif  f/  tea 
aulrea)  be  either  open  or  shut  at  im  same  tiine, 
to  the  commerce  of  which  ther  ma^  be  the  object. 

Thus,  sir,  Fraice  acknowledges  in  principle, 
the  liberty  of  thecommevee  of  neutrals  and  the 
independence  of  maritime  Powers.  81^  has  re- 
spected them  until  the  moment  when  the  mari- 
time tyranny  of  Bnglaiid  (which. respeeted  no- 
thing)  and  the  arbitrary  acts  of  its  Government 
hare  forced  her  to  tneastires  of  reprisal,  which 
sbe  has  adopted^  hot  witb  reluctance. 

Let  England  revoke  her  deelarations  of  bloek- 
ade  against  France ;  Fmnee  will  revoke  her  de- 
cree of  blockade  against  Bngtand.  Let  England 
reroke  her  Ordera  in  Codacil  of  the  11th  No- 
vember, 1807;  the  decree  of  Milan  will  fall  of 
itself.  American  commerce  will  then  have  re- 
poed  all  its  liberty,  and  it -will  be  sore  of  find- 
ing favor  and  protection  in  th^  ports  of  France. 

But  it  is  fbr  the  United  States,  by  their  firm«> 
Bess,  to  bring  on  these  happy  results.  Can  a  na* 
tiott  that  wishes  to  remain  fre^  anil  sovereign 
even  balance  between  some  temporary  interests, 
and  the  great  interesta  of  its  imlependence,  and 
the  maiatenance  of  its  honor,  of  its  sovereignty, 
»nd  of  its  dignity  1 

Please  to  accept,  sir,  the  assurancee  of  my  high 
consideration,     ;  .  ^  CHAMP AGNY. 


The  Secretaiy  of  State  to  Mr.  Armstrong. 

DsPABTBisNT  OF  State,  Dec,  1, 1809. 
Sib:  Enclosed,  you  have  five  copies  of  ihe 
President's  Message  and  of-  its  accompanying 
documents.  They  will  afford  you  a  view  of  the 
existing  state  of  thinffs  here,  and. particularly  of 
the  ground  taken  in  the  correspondence  with  the 
British  Minister.  Yon  will  perceive  that  the  de- 
liberations of  Congress  at  their  present  session 
cannot  but  be  embarrassed  by  the  painful  c'on- 
•ideration  that  the  two  prineipnl  b^Uigerents  haire 


been,  for  some  time,  afike  regardless  of  our  hea<» 
tral  rights,  and  that  they  manifest  no  disposition' 
to  relinquish,  in  any  degree,  their  unreasonable 
pretensions. 

Yon  will,  also,  herewith,  reeeive  a  copy  of  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Pii^kney,  which  will  show  the  light 
in  which  M.  Champagny's  letter  is  viewed  by  the 
President,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  course  of 
proceeding  prescribed  to  our  Minis^ter  in  London. 
VpU'Will,  of  course,  understand  it  to  be  wUhed 
ths^t  you  shoald  ascertain  thfe  meaning  ot  the 
French  Qovernmeotj  as  to  the  condition  on  which 
it  has  been  proposed  to  revoke  t^ie  Berlin  decree. 
On  the  principle  which  seenn  to  be  assumed  by 
M.  Champsgny,  notbiosniore  ought  to  be  required 
than  a  recall  by  Great  Britiitn  of  her  procfama- 
tion  ot  iHegal  blockades,  which  are  of  a  date  prior 
to  that  of  the  Berlin  deqree,  or  a  formal  declar- 
ation that  they,  are  not  now  in  force.  Should 
this  be  dpne,  and  be  followed  bv  an  annulment 
of  all  the  decrees  and  orders  in  chronological  or- 
der^ and  Great  Britain  should  afterwards  put  in 
force  old  or  proclaim  i^e^  blockades,  contrarjr  to, 
the  law  of  natibns,  it  would,  product^  qnesnons 
between  her  and  the  United  States,  which  the 
Fxenc|)  Government  is  bouiul  to  leaTe  to  the  Uni- 
te4  States,  at  least,  until  it  shall  find  it  necessary 
to  bring  forward  ^somplaints  of  an  acquiescence 
on  our  part^  not  consistent  with  the  neutrality 
professed  by  us. 

Yott  will  yourself,  and,  if  necessary,  yod  will . 
let  the  French  Government,  qnderatand,  that  we 
do  not  consider  ourselTcs  bound  to  contest  the 
legality  of  a  blockade,  which  may  be  conformahle 
to  the  defioiftions  heretofore  maintained  hy  the 
United  Siates,  and  particularly  to  the  definitioi^ 
eontained  in  the  treaty  of  June  and  October,  I891, 
betw^n  Great  Britain  and  Russia.  However' 
founded  the  definition  of  M.  Champagny  may 
be  in  reason  and  seneral  utility,  and,  consequently, 
however  desirable  to  be  made  the  established  law 
on  the  subject  of  blockades,  a  different  practice 
has  too  long  prevailed  among  all  nations,  France 
as  well  as  others,  and  is  too  strongly  authenticated 
hy  the  writers  of  admitted  authority,  to  be  com- 
bailed  by  the  United  States. 

If  yon  should  receive  from^the  French  Gqy- 
em  men  t  explanations  proper  to  be  commnnica'ted 
to  Mr.  Pinkney,  yqu  will  not  fail  to  transmit  the 
same  to  him  without  delay.  And  should  they 
be  such  as  to  maJK  h  important  that  Mr.  Pinkney 
ehould  immediately  found  thereon  an  application 
to  the  British  Government,  to  prepare  the  way 
for  a  repeal  of  the  Berlin  decree,  yon  will  be 
pleased  to  hasten  the  communication  to  him  by 
a  special  messenger.  Whatever  the  ezplanatioiis 
may- be,  yon  will,  of  course,  transmit  them  to  this 
de|Mirtment,  with  such  other  information  as  may 
be  interesting.    With  great  respect,  dtc. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Armstrong  to  Mr.  Pink- 
ney.    * 

Paris, /annarj^  85, 1810. 

Sin:    A  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Smith,  of 
tbe  lut  of  Deeember  laat,  made  it  my  duty  to  w* 
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^aire  of  hit  Exoelleney  the  Duke  of  Cadore. 
what  were  the  eoadttioas  on  which  His  Majesty 
the  EmpeTor  woold  aDOul  his  decree,  eomfnoaly 
ealled  the  Berlin  decree;  and  whether,  if  Great 
JBritain  reroked  her  blockades  of  a  date  antetior 
to  that  decreC)  His  Majesty  would  consent  tO're* 
yoke  the  said  decree  ?  To  these  questions  I  ha^e 
thi9  day  received  the  following  answer,  which  I 
hasten  to  convey  to  you  by  a  special  laessenger. 

A.N8WER. 

The  only  condition  required  for  the  revocalion, 
by  His  Majesty  the  Emperor,  of  tbe  decree  of 
Berlin,  will  be  the  previous  revocation,  by  the* 
British  (jlovernmeot,  of  her  blockades  of  France, 
or  part  of  France,  [such  as  that  from  the  Elbe  to 
Brest,  dbc]  of  a  date  anterior  to  that  of  the  afore- 
said decree.  .  ^ 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  dc.c. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 


tion  fomished  to  this  Department  on  the  lOtliof 
January  last,  by  the  Charge  des  AftiiresofDn* 
mark,  of  such  parts  of  the  rnstruetions  givei  id 
the  privateers  of  that  country  on  tbe  Uih  of 
September,  as  were  supposed  to  be  most  JDterai- 
ing  to  neut nils,  may  have  some  cooDexioo  wiik 
the  object  of  the  resolution,  they  are  respectfoliy 
submitted. 

R.  SMITH. 


£ztraot  of  a  letter  from  General  Armstiong  to  the 

SeeraUry.of  StatfS. 

Paris,,  January  SS^  1810. 
In  conformity  to  the  sngjestions  contained  in 
your  letter  of  the  Ist  of  December,  1809,  i  in- 
quired whether,  if  Great  Britain  revoked  her 
blockades  of  a  date  anterior  to  the  decree, 'Cfom- 
monly  ealled  the  BerUn  decree,  His  MaiesCf  tbe 
Emperor  would  consent  to  revoke  the  saia  decree? 
To  which  the  Minister  anfswered,  that  *Mbe  only 
condition  required  for  the  revocation,  by -His 
Majesty,  of  the  decree  of  Berlin,  wilt'  be  a  pre- 
vious revocation  by  the  British  Qovernraenr  of 
her  blockade  of  France,  or  part  of  France  [such 
as  that  from  the  EUie  to  Brest,  dbc]  of  a  date  an- 
terior to  that  of  the  aforesaid  decree ;  and  that  if 
the  British  Government' would  then  recall  the 
Orders  in  Council  which  had  occasioned  the  de- 
cree of  Milan,  that  decree  should  also  be  |in nulled.^ 


RUSSIA,  &c— BLOCKADE  OF  TH£  BALTIC. 

[Commonicated  to  the  House,  January  12, 1810.] 

Gtnikmtn  of  th€  Hoiue  of  Mqtraeniatioot  / 

I  communicate  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the 
subject  of  their  resolution  of  the  8d  instant. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

January  18, 1810. 

Departmsht  of  State,  Jan,  14, 1810. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  the  honor  to  report 
to  the  President,  in  conformity  to  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  3d  instant, 
that  no  information  has  been  received  at  the  De- 
partment of  State  relative  to  tbe  blockade  of  tbe 
ports  of  the  Baltic  bv  France,  and  of  the  exclu- 
sion of  neutral  ves^Is  by  Russia,  Sweden,  and 
Denmark.  As  it  is  presumed,  however,  that  the 
enclosed  papers,  the  first  a  translation  of  an 
*''  Ukaae^'  of  the  Russian  Gtovernmeat,  dated  on 
the  14th  of  May,  1809|  and  theaeeond  a  tiwasla- 


ST.-PfiTSBsauRG,  Mm/ 14, 1809. 

It  is  known  to  the  whole  world  with  whatlinD- 
oess  Russia  has  long  protected  tbe  neotral  ink 
duriirg  the  wars  of  tbe  European  Powen.  It  is 
known  with  >^hki  courage  ahe  has  defesded  i^ 
inte tests  of  the  .nations  tradin|;  in  peace  from  ibe 
flames  of  war.    Following  this  hivahable  prisa* 

ee,  also,- during  the  present  rupture  witb  £>!> 
nd,  t>he  fully  relied  that  illicit  practices  vou 
not  oe  admitted  in  the  trade  with  nations  in  tisiii 
with  us.  But  as  we  have  learned  bv  expericMi 
duripg  the  last  3rear  that  the  eneo^y  ioand  meiii 
through  the  medium  of  neutral  vessels,  oTobttio- 
ing  the  produce  he  required,  ^d  of  exehsofis; 
his  own,  to^is  aggrandizement,  wherebf  we  were 
lately  necessitated  to  order  two  ships  to  beeoofid- 
eated ;  for  these  causes,  finding  h  iadispeBAUe  to 
take  mi^asuresfor  the  preventioB  of  varioosliuds 
and  artifices,  we  command, 
^  1st.  That  ships  arriving  in  our  ports  shall  ptoie 
th^  neutrality  of  the  property  by  the  foUowiag 
docuoienui,  viz :  Of  the  ship,  by  tbe  pis,  \k 
ship's  register^  the  mnsler-roli,  «nd  tbe  lo^boot 
Of  the  cargo\  by  the  charter  party,  the  billioj 
lading,  the  declaration  oertifieaies of  orifis,  if <^ 
tbe  cargo  or  part  thereof  belongs  to  the  etpuln; 
and  by  the  inroicea.  if  the  ship  ooflies  from  All^ 
ri^a  or  India,  or  if  ahe  be  destined  for  those  cooi« 
tries.  If  any  of  these  documeots  oaosot  he  pro- 
duced by  the  oaptain,  such  ship  shall  he  sest  oat 
of  port  without  being  peraaltted  to  aalped. 

2d.  Ships  loaded  in  part  with  goods  which 
shall  be  pnoved  to  be  the  prlodueeoraanaiietsre 
of  an  eiiemy^  country,  shall  be  deuised.  Tbe 

?;oods  shall  be  confiscated,  and  aold  by  pehlic«» 
or  the  benefit  of  the  Crown.  If  moie  thss  bill 
*  of  the  cargo  consists  of  soi^  goods,  then  ootoBiy 
the  cargo,  but  the  ship  also  shall  be  eosiiicittd. 
3d.  A  pass  granted  by  a  beutral,  frieodly, « 
allied  Power,  shall  not  protect  a ^aptsiii^'^^ 
discovered  that  he  has  acted  in  oppositioa  thm; 
to;  nor  if- the  ship  bear  a  name  in  the  pissdH- 
ferent  from  that  designated  in  the  other  doco- 
ments,  unless  proofs  of  the  change  of  tbeDiiie< 
certified  hy  some  established  authority  oi  w 
place  whence  the  ship  'Coftiea,  ^sompose  pirt^ 
the  documents  of  the  said  ship,  and  be  preseoin 
to  tbe  custom-house.  In  such  case,  the  eapiv° 
is  not  tb  be  criminated  for  the  diffiprenee  io  i^ 
name  of  the  ship.  ^ 

4th.  The  pass  shall  not  be  eoniidered  ss  nji^, 

should  ft  be  discovered  that  the  ship  rei^*"^ 
such  pate  was  not,  when  the  pass  was  gives, is* 
port  of  the  Power  giving  the  pass. 
5th.  ir  there  be  Ibiind  on  board  of  eny  »'M 
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sopercargo, «  capmhiy  or  mora  fhaa  oiie*third  of 
the  crew,  sobjects  of  ao  onfrimidly  Potrer,  or  if 
the  ship  b«ve  not  a  imiBter-rol.i  ecrtified  by  tb« 
supreme  aotbority  of  sacb  neatral' place  as  thu 
ship  comes  from,  sach  sbip^  aod  cargo  eh^ll  be 
confiscated,  and  the  erev  set  at  libeViy. 

6tb.  If  it  be  diseoy^red  -that  the  chip's  pass 
preseoted  by  the  captaib  has  beea  altered,  or 
forged,  such  ship  aod  cargo  shall  be  confiscated ; 
the  captain  abail  be  prosecuted  and  proceeded 
with  as  directed  by  the  laws  reg^rdi^g  forgers  of 
documeots,  a^d  the  crew  set  at  liberty. 

7tb.  If  do  plicate  documents  -be  discovered  on 
hoard  of  a  ship,  with  different  destinations,  si^ch 
ship  and  cargo  shall  be  confiscated*  If  the  ^p- 
tain  endeavor  to  justify  himself  bv  asserting  the 
total  loss  of  bh  papers,  and  shauU  not  procure 
them,  such  ship  ana  cargo  khall  be  detained,  and 
a  reasonable  time,  considering  the  distance  oif  the 
place,  shall  be  gratfted  for  the  prddiuriDg  of  thtem. 
if  the  ca]>tain  desires  it ;  on  the  contrary,  shoula 
the  captain  be  unable  to  wait^the  ship,  |irith  the 
cargo,  shall  be  immediately  sent  out  of  port.  But 
should  the  emptain,  on  the  expiration  or  the  time 
granted  himj  not  produce  the  papers,  the  ship  and 
car^  shall  be  confiscated. 

8th.  No  enemies',  bailt  ships  shall  be  acknowl- 
edged as  neutral  or  friendly,  unleas  there  shall  be 
imong  the  documents  of  such  sl^ip  an  act,  certi* 
fied  by  some  public  court,  prbving  that  the  sale 
or  transfer  w«9'  made  before  th^  declaration  of 
war.  Id  any  other  case,  the  ship  and  cargo  shall 
be  confiscated. 

9tb.  If  the  prop^etor  or  master  of  the  shiji 
being  born  subiectsof  an  unfriendly  Power,shouia 
hare  a  pass  nom  a  neutral  or  nieodiy  Power, 
sQch  pass  shaU  not  protect  tbem  until  they  prove 
that  they  became  subjects  of,  aod  settled  in  the  tei^ 
ritories  of,  a  neutral  or  friendly  Power  before  the 
declaration  of  the  war;  otherwise,  they  shuU  be 
sent  away  with  their  ships,  without  being  per- 
mitted to  tatoe  return  cargoes. 

COUNT  ROMANZOPP. 


RegnlatioDs  lor  vessels  commiMioned  as  Privatsers, 

dated 

RBNSBuaO)  September  14, 1807. 

Section  1.  Defines  the  qdalifioations  for  ptiva- 
leers. 
S.  Porm  of  eommiseton. 

3.  Regulates  the  security  to  be  giveo  by  the 
owner. 

4.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  one^  thua '  lawfully 
commissioned,  to  take  and  brin^  in  for  adjodica 
tioQ  all  ships  and  vessels  belonging  to  the  British 
Crown  or  to  British  sobjeots,  and  he  may  also 
bring  in  for  examination  ail  sneh  ships  and  ves- 
sels as  mav  render'  themselves  suspicious  by  a 
deviation  from  some  of  those  in  section  nine, 
given  definitions,  and  in  whose  papers  he  finds  a 
loonded  suspicion  that  they  do  not  belong  to  sub- 
jects of  friendlir  or  neutral  Powera;  and  be  may 
farther  brit>g  in  for  examination  all  such  ships 
and  vessels  as,  at  the  commencement  of  hostili* 
tieS|  w«re  Briiith  property,  notwithstanding  they 


ma^haye  been,  by^iatei  purchase  or  contract, 
made  over  to  subjects  of  other  nations ;  except  by 
regular  papers,  passports,  and  Bea*letters,  it  satis- 
factorily appears  that  they  have  been  in  some 
friendl)^  or  neqtral  port  after  they  had  ceased  to 
be  British  property. 

$.  Orders  respect  to  be  paid  to  the  territory  of 
neutral  or  friendly  ^Powers,  and  such  territory  is 
considered  to  extend  to  one  sea  league  from  the 
land. 

•  6*  As  we  recognise  it  to  be  a  fundamental  prin- 
ciple, neirer  to  ^  departed  from,  that  a  free  ship 
inakes  the  ^oods  on  board  free  also,  so  do  we 
strictly  forbid  our  cruisers,  commissioned  -as  ]>ri- 
vateers,  to  detain  any  vessel  belonging  to  friendly 
or  neutral  Powers,  be  the  cargo  whose  i^  wilL 
provided  the  ship's  papers  are  in  proper  order,  ana 
no  part  of  the  cargo  contraband  of  war,  bound  to 
a.  port  or  place  under  the  British  dominion* 

7.  As  free  ships  make  free  the  goods  on  board, 
so  do  enemy's  saip^  make  the  cargo  hostile,  ua^ 
less  it  clearly  appears  that  they  are  the  property 
.of  neutrals,  loaded  before  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  or  before  the  war  was  known  at  the 
place  at  which  tt  was  taken  on  board,  and  before 
\kkt  papers  of  the  vessel  were  expedited. 

8.  The  papers  which,  according  to  the  aixth 
article,  ought  to  be  on  board  in  due  form,  are  (a,) 
a  sea-pass;  (b,)  the  proof  of  the  carpenter  as  to 
4he  building  of  the  vessel ;  ^c,)  a  register  and  cer- 
tificate of  measurement ;  (a,)  a  muster-roll ;  (e,) 
a  elearanee  $  <X)  a  charter-oarty  or  bills  of  lad- 
ing; (g,)  and,  for  such  vessels  as  have  passed  the 
Sound,  a  clearance  from  Elsinore.  Every  ship 
or  vessel  which,  basso  passed,  and  is  found  with- 
out such  clearance,  will  be  condemned  a^  lawful 
prize  to  the  captor, — Roval  Plaiat  dal,  Copett- 
kagen^  \iih  November^  1807. 

9.  As  good  prize  will  be  considered  all  vessels 
which  belong  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  or 
to  British  aumects,  in  whatever  part  of  the  world 
they  reside.  Purtber,  shall,  after  due  investiga- 
tion, according  to  the  particular  circumstaocea 
of  the  case,  be  condemned  as  good  prize:  (a,)  all 
vessels  which  shall  be  found  at  sea  without  a  sea* 
pass;  or  (bj  wh^  the  pass  or  other  docUments- 
are  found  to  be  false;  (c,)  when  they  are  found 
in  a  Gourse  different  from  that  expressed  in  their 
pass,  unless  forced  thereto  by  storms,  bad  weather, 
pursuit  of  an  enemy,  or  other  accidents  or  distressy^ 
which  must  be  proved  by  the  journol ;  (d,)  when 
loaded  wbolly  or  in  part  with  contraband  of  war, 
which,  on  investigation,  sbalt  be  destined  to  a 
British  port;  (e,)  when  a  vessel  is  detained,  or 
about  to  be  detained,  by  a  privateer,  ofiers  resist- 
ance; (f,)  such  ships  or  vessels  as  shall  approach 
a  squaoron  blockading  a  Danisb  towp,  port,  or 
provjnce,  in  order  to  trade  with  it  or  to  carry  it 
provisions. 

10.  Enumerate  the  ayticles  which  constitutes, 
contraband  of  war. 

11.  Directs  the  conduct  to  be  observed  at  sea 
towards  ships  belonging  to  neutral  or  friendly 
Powera;  the  privateer,  in  case  of  iuspiciou  only, 
to  board  such  vessels. 

12.  The  crews  of  privateers  are  forbidden  ta 
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break  open  any  drawer,  trank,  or  package^  or  aoy 
part  of  the  car^;  but,  in  case  ot  suspicion  of 
TQDtraband  of  war,  they  may  require  of  the  mas' 
ter  of  the  neutral  ship  to  open  himself,  with  the 
aseiitance  of  his  own  people,  aniest  he  should 

Prefer  to  be  carried  into  port  for  examination. 
Prescribes  penalty  for  acting  contrary. 

13.  Conduct  ^0  be  obserred  towards  vessels 
detained  until  they  reach  port. 

14.  All  prizes  to  be  sent  into  Danish  or  Nor- 
wegian ports,' under  the  penalty  Of  forfeiture  >of 
the  commission ;  distress  of  weather,  pursuit  of 
an  enemy,  dbc,  excepted. 

15.  Regulates  the  examination  and  first  pro- 
eeedin|^s  in  the  case  of  a  vessel  carried  in,  and  of 
the  officer  whose  dutv  it  is  to  attend  thereto ;  the 
act  of  examination  duly  attested,  and  a  lawful 
inventory  of  the  cargo  and  ship  to  be  sent  to  the 
prize  court. 

16.  Regulates  the  duty  of  the  prize  court,  &c. 
In  giving  judgment,  aM  circumstances  to  be  duty 
considered ;  but  no  other  letter  or  papers  to  be 
produced  as  evidence  against  the  vessel  or  cargo, 
except  such  as  were  actually  found  on  board  At 
the  time  of  its  detefation. 

17.  Provides  a  prize  court  for  every  province 
in  Denmark  and  Norway,  and  one  for  each  t)f 
the  Duchies. 

18.  Respect  appeals  to  the  High  Court  of  Ad* 
miralty. 

19.  When  a  prrvateer  detains  a  vessel  without 
any  of  those  justifiable  causes  before  mentioned, 

.  all  reasonable  expenses  and  damages  arising 
therefrom,  must  be  mftde  good  by  iuch  priva* 
leers ;  but  if  the  detained  vessel  shall  not  M. fur- 
nished with  regular  papers,  the  capturing  vessel 
shall  be  acquitted  from  all  the  consequences  of 
auch  detention. 

20.  Provides  for  the  pale  at  public  auction  of 
all  prizes  condemned,  deducting  from  the  pro- 
ceeus  of  the  sale  one  per  cent.,  for  the  use  of  the 
marine  hospital  at  Copenhagen ;  exempts  from 
duty,  tonnage,  ahd  all  Other  charges,  vessels,  and 
cargoes  detained. 

21.  Directs  the  crews  of  vessels  condemned  as 
a  prize,  if  British  subjects,  to  be  sent  to  the  near- 
est fortress,  there  to  l>e  considered  as  prisoners  of 
war;  and  such  as  are  subjects  of  friendly  or  neu- 
tral Powers,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Consuls  of 
their  respective  nations. 

22.  Directs  a  copy  of  these  regulations  to  be 
on  board  eve>y  privateer. 

Oiven  in  our  city  and  fortress  of  Rensburg, 
the  14th  September,  1807. 


DENMARK. 


[Commaiucated  to  the  House,  January  12»  ISIO.J 
7b  the  Houee  of  R^preeentaiwee  efihe  United  Sfaiee.- 

I  communicate  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the 
subject  of  thet^r  resolution  of  the-6th  of  Decem- 
ber last.  JAMBS  MADISON. 

Jaroahy  13, 1810. 


Dbpastmbht  of  8TAT8,  JoH,  12, 18  la 
The  Secretary  of  Sute  respectfully  reports  to 
the  President  oi  the  United  Stales,  agreeablj  lo 
a  ^resolution  of.  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  6th  of  December,  1809,  that  the  eoclosed  pa- 
pers, from  A  to  B,  con|ain,  in  aobstaoce,  the  u- 
formatioB  which  has  been  received  mt  this  office, 
respecting  seizures,  captures,  and  condemnauoit 
of  ships  aiid  merchandise  of  the  citizens  of  \ht 
United  States,  under  the  authority  of  the  Gov- 
ern men  t  of  Denmark. 

A.  A  memorial  of  suiidry^ Americana  at  Chti^ 
tiansand  to  the  President. of  the  United  States. 

B.  Translation  of  an  extract  of  a  letter  fros 
Peter  Isaacson,  lately  appointed  Conaol  of  the 
United  States  at  Christiansand,  to  the  Presideat 
of  the  United  States,  dated  August  11, 1809. 

C.  List  of  American  vessels,  which  have  beea 
carried  into  the  ports  of  Denmark  and  Norway, 
received  from  Mr.  Saabye,  Consul  of  the  United 
Spates  at  Copenhagen. 

D.  Bxtract  from  a  letter  of  Mr.  Saabye  to  the 
Secretary  pf  State,  dated  August  1, 1809. 

.B.  Refolutions  and  memorial  of  merchants  of 
Philadelphia. 

The  Secretary  also  respectfully  reports  to  the 
President,  that  infbrnution  had  been  received  at 
this  office,  within  the  period  embraced  by  the 
resolution  referred  to,  of  the  capture  of  Amertean 
vessels  by  those  of  ,Great  Britain,  under  various 
pretexts,  viz:  for  dealing  bv  bills  of  exchange,  ia 
an  enemy's  country,' for  colonial  produce,  viola- 
ting the  British  Orders  in  Council  of  January 
and  November,  1807 ;  for  iofringinf  the  blockade 
of  Martinique;  for  being  engaged  in  the  Vera 
Cruz  and  colonial  carrying  trade, -and  of  the  set- 
sure  of  some  American  veaacls  at  Cnra^oa,  at 
Ceylon,  and  in  China,  for  reasona  not  distinctly 
stated.  It  is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  the 
papers  in  this  office  afford  mit  a  very  imperfect 
account  of  the  British  captures  of  Amenean  pro- 
perty, and  it  is  for  this  reason  that  a  detail  ib  not 
attempted  ia  this  report,  more  particularly  as  no 
official  accounts  have  been  received  on  which  to 
ground  one. 

The  Secretary  begs  leave  likewise  to  state  to 
the  President  that  within  the  period  embraced  by 
the  resolution,  property  to  a  considerable  amount, 
belongiag  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  has 
been  captured  and  seized  by  the  French,  for  vio- 
lations of  the  Berlin  aiWi  Milan  deerees,  and  onder 
other  pretexts;  that,  in  some  instances,  the  mer- 
chant vessels  of  the  United  States  have  been 
burnt  at  sea  by  French  cruisers,  and,  in  othcn, 
the  indemnity  of  the  vessels  aiid  property  has 
been  purchased  by  the  means  of  bills  of  cxcittnge. 
drawn  by  the  captains  of  the  American  vesseb 
upon  their  owners,  at  a  rate  imposed  by  the  cap- 
tors.   The  accompanying  statement  of  Americaa 
vessels,  condemned  by  the  imperial  Coooeil  of 
Prizes  at  Paris,  from  the  18th  December,  1806^  to 
the  26th  May,  1809,  received  from  Mr.  Warden, 
acting  as  Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Pans, 
more  particularly  explains  the  grounds  of  French' 
captures. 

it  is  to  he  obaer ved,  however,  as  to  many  of  theae 
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ic(S)  that  they  mo  no  otherwise  .be  ooosidered 
18  baviog  been  dot }  under  the  authority  of  those 
jo?erDmenu,  than  that  the  yessels  eommittiog 
hem  were  uoder  their  flags. 
Respectfally  submitted. 

^  R.  SMITH. 


\  Memorial  fiom  sundry  Americaiis  at  Chiistianaand, 

July,  10, 1809. 

Christunsand,  July  19, 1809. 
?o  his  Excellency,  Jamvs  Masibon,  £«q.  President  of 
the  United  States  of  North  Ainerica :  the  memoiis] 
of  the  undenigned  captains  and  supercargoes,  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  respectfully  showeth : 

That  in  the  prosecution  of  our  several  voyagef, 
inderiaken  with  the  sanction  of  our  Qoveroment, 
jid  consequently  (as  we  are  bound  to  believe) 
lot  only  conformabiy  to  its  laws^  but  also  fair 
ind  legal,  at  they  respect  the  treaties  ezistine  be- 
ween  the  United  States  and  the  Court  of  Den- 
nark-,  and  although  we  had  severally  attached 

0  our  ships  all  those  official  documents  required 
)y  our  laws,  which  were,  at  the  time  of  our  sailing 
lom  the  United  States, issued  by  the  several  col- 
ectors,  and  other  equally  constituted  authorities, 
or  the  purpose  of  proving  the  natioual  character 
four  vessels  and  cargoes;  that,  nevertheless,  we 
lave  been  (whilst  alike  uniiJispicious  of  insult  or 
Djury,  and  unprepared  to  resist  either,)  forcibly 
Qtercepted  in  the  prbsecutio^  of  our  voyages, 
y  the  privateers  pf  Norway,  actiD^  uoder  com- 
aissioos  from  His  Majesty  the  Bang  of  Den- 
mark, and  brought  into  the  several  ports  of  this 
kingdom,  to  the  great  injury  of  thie  citizens  of 
be  United  States,  whose  property  we  represent, 
nd  violation  of  those  rights,  due  to  neutrals  in 
eneral,  but  more  especially  to  us,  whose'Gtovern- 
mment  uniformly  has  respected  with  the  tnost 
icred  fidelity  the  righta  of  others. 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  call  vour  Ex- 
ellency's  attention  to  the  annexed  list,  by  which 

ou  will  observe,  that vessels,  with  car|;oes 

D  the  amount  of dollars,  exclusive  of  freight 

nd  charges,  have  been  detained  here,  some  nearly 
hree  months,  the  others  less,  as  will  appear  from 
aid  list  i  and  that  several  have  been  condemned 
inder  pretexts  the  most  degrading  to  our  national 
iag  and  character,  and  apparently  the  most  des- 
itute  either  of  reason  or  justice.  As  individuali, 
re  have  experienced  a  degree  of  incivility  the 
lore  distressiog,  as  we  have  seen  the  captain  of 

vessel  bearing  the  English  flag,  an  avowed 
nemy  of  the  country,  when  captured  and  brought 

1  here,  meet  with  treatment  in  every  respect  dif- 
srenc,  and  even  respectful.  In  some  cases,  where 
he  most  trifliog  inaccuracy  could  not  be  di&cov- 
red  in  our  ships'  papjers^  we  have  found  them, 
vhen  out  of  our  possesion,  mutilated  and  defaced. 
n  some  instances,  our  people  have  been  tempted 
vitfa  bribes^  and  threatened  with  punishments,  to 
aduce  their  giving  false  testimony  against  our 
roperty.  In  those  cases  which  have  been  adju- 
icated,  all  the  proceedings  are  in  the  Danish 
logtiage,  (with  which  your  memorialists  are  un- 
cquainted,)  and  we  have  been  invariably  refused 


either  a  copy  of  those  proceeding's,  or  even  of  the 
particular  charges  against  us,  until  what  they  call 
the  trial  y/^s  over,  and  the  judgment  passed,  by 
which  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  was  condemned.  It  is  not  the  least  of  our 
present  misfortunes,  that,  in  addition  to  the  de- 
tention and  condemnation  of  our  property,  our 
several  crews  are  thrown  upon  us  for  support, 
without  any  other  provision  made  for  them  by 
this  Government  than  that  of  their  entering  into 
its  service  on  board  of  their  national  gunboats,  or 
privateers,  at  the  same  time  that  our  ships'  pro- 
visions are  in  many  cases  almost,  and  in  others 
altogether,  exhausted,  and  the  impoverished  state 
of  the  couhtry  such,  that  a  supply  ior  the  approach** 
iug  winter  is  at  least  precarious,  if  not  absolutely 
unobtainable. 

.  Your  memorialis(a  beg  leavr  to  lament,  that, 
in  the  -Kingdom'  of  Norway,  ih^  United  6tatea 
have  not  either  Consul  or  commercial  ilgent  to 
whom,  in  circumstances  so  novel,  unprecedentedi 
and^  distressing,  we  could  apply,  either  for  peca* 
niary  aid,  advice,  or  protection ;  and  that  our  dis- 
tance from  Copenhagen  is  so  great,  and  the  com- 
munication, in  consequence  of  the  war  with  Swe- 
den and  England,  so  precarious  aod  uncertain, 
that  Mr.  Saabye,  our  C;onsul  at  that  Court,  has  it 
not  in  his  power,  even  if  he  were  disposed  to  ren- 
der us  that  aid  which  we  require  under  those  cir- 
cumstances; and  because  Mr.  Saabye,  although 
well  apprized  of  our  situation,  has  not  taken  those 
steps  which  were  certainly  in  his  power  to  alle- 
viate them.  We  have  thought  it  oQr  duty,  and 
for  our  interest,  to  solicit  the  friendship  and  pro- 
tection of  Peter  Isaacsen,  Esq.  of  this  place,  and 
to  which  he  has  generously  acceded ;  in  conse* 
quence  of  which,  we  have  appointed  him,  by  an 
instrument,  (a  copy  of  which  is  annexed,)  Agent 
for  the  United  StMes  in  this  place,  until  your 
Excellency's  pleasure  is  known ;  and  we  cannot 
omit  this  opportunity  of  recommending  this  gen- 
tleman as  possessing  that  honor,  talent,  and  in- 
tegrity, and  independence,  both  of  sentiment  and 
fortune,  which  in  a  distinffui^ed  manner  quali- 
fies him  for  your  Excellency's  appointment  as 
Consul  for  the  United  States  in  the  Kingdom  of 

Norway. 

Your  memorialists  have  further  to  represent, 
that  the  apparent  breach  of  hospitality  and  faith, 
on  the  jpart  of  the  Court  of  Denmark,  of  whieh 
we  now  complain,  is  assigned  by  those  consti- 
tuted powers,  with  whom  they  have  had  an  op- 
portunity of  conversing,  to  circumstances  which 
your  memoralisu  are  fearful  are  too.trucL  namely, 
that  many  of  our  citizens  have»  especially  during 
eighteen  months  last  past,  been  engased  in  a  com- 
merce, violating  alike  the  laws  of  ihe  United 
States  and  those  of  the  belligerents,  and  which 
has  been  carried  on  under  false  papers  prochred 
in  England,  and  under  the  mask  of  the  Ameri- 
can flag.  Of  the  truth  of  which  allegation,  your 
memortalisu  have  to  their  sorrow  seen  one  proof 
in  the  case  of  the  ship  Romulus  of  Boston, 
which  was  brought  into  this  port,  and  very  prop- 
erly condemned  in  last  May.  It  is  further  alleged, 
and  we  think  it  not  improbable,  that  latterly  the 
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English  have  bailc  their  ships  as  much  as  pos- 
sible to  reseml)le  the  Americans,  and  with  them 
have  been  carrying  on  an  eztensire  trade,  es- 
pecially to  Archangel  and  the  Baltic,  under  the 
American  flae,  and  with  American  papers  of 
English  manufactare.  How  fat  these  un warrants- 
able  frauds  may  have  been  practised,  and  how 
Chey  are  in  future  to  be  prevented,  will  doubtless 
engross  y'dur  Excellency's  attention,  and  the  more 
especially  as  this  is.  made  a  ground  of  suspicion, 
operating  against  all  American  vessels,  and  on 
the  strength  of  which  (we  are  led  tor  believe) 
those  <fondemnation8  which  have  taken  place 
here  are  almost  ezclusivelr  founded. 

Your  memorialists  further  represeut,  that  all 
the  ports  from  Bayonne  to  -the  Weser  (as  we  un- 
derstand) are  in  a  state  of  the  most  rigorous 
blockade :  from  which  your  memorialists  infer, 
that,  as  the  activity  of  the  privateers  here  evi- 
dently increases  with  the  growing  extent  of  their 
depredations  on  our  unprotected  property,  a  ffreat 
proportion  of  thoee  ships  which  were  bound  for, 
but  cannot  enter,  the  ports  of  Holland,  while 
seeking  for  a  place  of  security  and  a  market  in 
Sweden  and  the  Baltic,  will  add  alarmingly  to 
our  unfortunate  number,  and  increase  the  amount 
of  property  here  (already  much  too  great  for  the 
faint  hopes  your  memorialists  entertaip  of  its  re- 
covery) to  a  sum  not  merely  affectinff  the  in- 
terests of  individuals,  but  sucn  as  will  oe  alarm- 
ingly felt  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

zour  memorialists  would  further  represent, 
that  in  all  the  cases  of  condemnation  which  have 
taken  place  here,  the  captain,  representing  the 
property,  has  appealed  to  the  High  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty at  Christiana;  and  as  a  strong  demon- 
stration of  the  expectation  of  thepeople  of  Npr- 
way4^  and  the  disposition  of  its  Crovernment,  in 
all  tnose  cases  where  the  court  have  declared  the 
property  neutral,  the  voyage  fair,  ftnd  the  cap- 
ture of  course  illegal;  and  although  the  injured 
American  has  nevertheless  been  adjudged  to  pay 
,  the  captor  from  four  to  six  hundred  rix-doliare, 
for  proving  his  innocence  and  neutrality^  yet 
the  captors  have  also  appealed  to  the  same  high 
court,  without  being  compelled  by  law  to  give  us 
bonds  for  the  consequences  of  such  further  de- 
tention. 

Your  -memorialists  doubt  not,  nor  can  your 
Excellency  doubt,  after  an  examination  of  the  ac- 
companying document,  that  every  American  ves- 
sel in  Norway,  together  with  those  who  may  be 
expected,  will  share  in  the  same  fate;  btit  when 
the  appeals  w^ill  be  ultimately  tried,  whether  in 
one  month,  or  in  one  year,  or^  peradventure,  the 
pext  century^  your  memorialists  have  not,  with 
all  their  anxiery  to  ascertain  a  fact  so  much  in- 
volving their  interests,  been  able  to  learn. 

Finally,  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  assure 
your  Excellency,  that,  unwilling  to  trouble  or 
alarm  our  Qovernment  until  every  means  in  6ur 
power  had  been  tried,  which  could  tend  to  render 
this  very  unpleasant  alternative  unnecessary,  we 
have  applied  repeatedly  to  our  Consul  at  Copen- 
hagen, who  answers  that  he  feels  for  Our  situa- 
tion, but  could  not  render  tts  any  assistance,  but 


I  observed  that  the  higher  courts  of  Norway  wodi 
not  fail  to  do  us  justice.  To  xk^  laws  of  No^ 
way  we  have  appealed,  but  with  the  hcjies  ^ 
ready  expressed  in  this  memorial.  Tbossitutei 
we  forbear  to  color  a  simple  represeDtatioB,of 
itself  so  gloomy  and  degrading,  that,  ezeeptii 
this  singly  instance.  wiH  at  all  apply  to  tfaehii- 
tocy  of  the  eifililEea  world,  to  the  ciuzeatofinj 
free,  brave,  aiid  powerful  nation.  Strugea 
therefore,  ia  a  foreign  country,  dispossessed  of 
our  property,  in  th^  power  of  a  people  wbokn 
arrestea  oiir  vessels  and  cargoes,  who  if  thef 
know,  do  not  appear  to  respect  those  salaury 
laws  recognised  for  ages,  and  necessary  for  the 
safe  and  honorable  intercourse  of  mankind,  with 
upwards  of  four  hundred  of  our  seamen  depoid- 
iog  on  us  for  protection  and  bread,  wiihoat  bar- 
ing the  ability  to  extend  to  them  tae  one,  or  pro- 
cure for  them  the  other-^we  supplicate  most 
earnestly  and  respectfully  your  EUcellenej's  io- 
terposition  in  such  a  manner  as  your  wisdom 
shall  approve ;  and  we  do  this  with  the  fallest 
confidence  that  such  measures  as  your  Excelleoej 
may  adopt  for  the  recovery  of  our  propertj,  the 
security  of  our  rig^t&  and  the  vindication  of  oar 
national  honor,  will  be  as  distinguished  for  their 
promptitude,  firmness,  and  decision,  as  the  treat- 
ment of  which  we  complain  i:ft  remarkable  for  its 
novelty,  severity,  and  injustice. 

We  Deg  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  asjor- 
anceof  our  re&pectful  and  high  coosideraiioQ. 

[Signed,  &c.] 

B.— Translstion  of  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Peter 
Isaacsen  to  the  Preaideat  of  Uie  United  States. 

AuGt78T  11,  1S09. 

At  a  time  at  which  nearly  all  the  Eiiropeaa 
Powers  are  engaged  iu  war,  and  not  the  colors 
of  a  single  nation  are  respected ;  at  which  prira- 
teeriqg,  molestation^  and  capturing  hare  become 
as  customary  as  they,  m  times  of  petce,  were 
considered  as  against  the  laws  of  nations,  and  ab- 
horred by  all.  civilized  States j  at  which  coiOr 
merce  and  navigation  are  everywhere  interrupt- 
ed, or,  rather  to  say,  destroyed ;  at  such  a  time,  it 
has  happened,  after  the  navigation  of  the  Uaited 
States  of  America  was  renewed,  that  seretal 
American  merchant  ships,  bound  from  theoce  to 
the  north  of  Europe,  have  been  detained  oa  their 
voyage  by  Norway  privateers  in  the  North  Seas. 
and  carried  into  ports  of  Norway,  where,  at  the 
present  time^are  already  the  number  of  tweotf- 
six  of  such  vessels,  partly  here  at  ChristiaDsaad, 
and  partly  in  the  neighboring  harbors. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  captaios  « 
thpse  vessels,  as  well  as  the  supercargoes,  hare 
found  it  expedient  to  choose  a  geoertl  commis- 
sioner, who  was  able  ^o  direct  their  business  here, 
give  them  advice  aod  assistance  during  their 
stay  here,  and,  in  the  whole,  who  was  able  u) 
fulfil  all  the  functions  of  a  Consul  I  am  uoas' 
imously  elected  by  them,  being  a  merchant  m 
Danish  citizen  at  this  place. 

Persuaded  of  the  most  perfect  neutrality  of  the 
United  States  of  America  with  all  the  belliger- 
ent Powers  and  that  Its  Government  alwaf s  has 
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:ept  a  friendly  connezioa  and  undentaiidiiig 
rith  my  Sorereigo,'  the  King  of  Denmark,  and 
is  dominions ;  under  ibe  supposition  that  Ameri- 
an  subjects  neither  can  nor  will  permit  them- 
elvesany  actions  contrary  to  the  positive  laws, 
nd  which  are  not  consistent  With  t(ie  aK>st  peiw 
ect  neutrality ;  in  consequence  of  this,  I  found 
ayself  io  duty  bound  not  to  deny  them  that  as* 
istance  of  which  they  stand  so  much  in  need,  in 
.  country  where  they  were  altogether  strangers, 
ad  deprived  of  the  disposal  both  of  their  vessels 
nd  cargoes. 

These  motives  have  determioed  myself,  for  the 
irst,  to  annex  the  functions  of  a  Consul  and  Com- 
ai.ssioner,  which  has  enat)led  nae,  to  my  great 
atisfaction,  to  find  that  ray  ezoectAtions,  with 
egard  to  the  lawful  business  ot  the  American 
ubjects  and  the  justice  of  their  eases,  have  not 
«en  entirely  unfounded,  and,  in  behalf  of  this,  I 
o  myself  tne  honor  to  give  the  following  sub* 
nissive  account. 

Twenty-six  vessels  hare  been  brought  in  here, 
>f  which  eighteen  hav-e  already  undergone  trial. 
!>f  these,  eight  have  been  cleared,  and  ten  hava 
>een  condemned  as  lawful  prizes,  for  reasons  that, 

0  the  sbip^s  papers,  hare  been  found  suspicious 
ircumstances,  viz: 

The  eraajng  or  altering  of  the  date  In  thesea- 
etter,  the  want  of  the,  signature  of  the  Secre- 
ary  of  State  in  the  sea-letter,  and  that  they  nut 

1  together  have  been  conformable  with  eAo'h 
ther,  dtc. 

And  further,  it  has  been  observed  that,  among 
he  several  ships'  documents,  has  every  where 
>een  wanting  the  charter-party,  which,  accord- 
ng  to  the  regulations  for  privateers,  are  ordered 
o  be  found  on^  board  of  every  neutral  vessel, 
vhich  want  has  occasioned  that  thi>  court  of 
arizes  has  awarded  the  privateers  to  the  ezpenses 
\f  the  captures. 

Those  different  sentences  have  produced  the 
ppeals  to  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  at  Chris- 
iana,  established  there  for  the  kingdom  of  Nor- 
way, either  by  the  captains  whose  vessels  have 
»een  condemned,  or  ny  the  privateers  against 
hose  vessels  which  hive  been  liberated,  which 
procedures  will  occasion  further  d^lay,  expenses, 
nd  loss  for  the  cspturett. 

I  hope  that  the  most,  if  net  all,  the  cases  ap- 
«aled  to  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty,  will  be 
ecided  in  favor  of  the  American  captain?;  in 
oo&equence  of  this,  I  have  proposed  to.  the  Gov- 
roment,  if  the  privateers  who  have  appealed, 
eing  mostly  but  poor  pilots  and  fishermen,  ought 
ot  to  be  ordered  to  ffive  security  for  the  unne- 
eftsary  delay,  and  loss,  and  damages  derived 
rom  it,  and  which  the  American  captains  for- 
her  might  have  to  suffer ;  or,  if  this  security  was 
lot  ^ven,  then  it  might  be  permitted  them  tm- 
oediately  to  proceed  on  their  voyages;  but  I 
lave  received  neither  answer  nor  resolution 
hereupon. 

Id  the  present  situation  of  things  exists,  oon- 
equently,  no  reniedy  to  lighten  the  bnroen  of 
he  captains,  or  procure  clearances  for  their  ships 
nd  cargoesi  bat  to  wait  for  the  su^eas  of  the 


expected  resolution  upon  my.  proposal,  or  for  the 
event  of  the  sentence  of  the  High  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty in  appealed  cases;  in  tne  mean  time,  I 
shall  not  fail  to  procure  the  cf  ses  of  the  captaiba 
pleaded,  and  in  the  whole  observe  their  intereat 
as  well  as  possible. 

Peribit  me  further  to  make  the  following  ot^ 
seryationa: 

In  the  same  manner  as  the  treacherous  be- 
liaviour  of  England  towards  Denmark  baa  ocea* 
sion^  the  war  between  these  two  Powers,  in  the 
same  manner  has  our  Government  'oo|isidered 
privateering  as  one  of  l^e  most  aseful  means  i^o 
hurt  the  enemy  ki  his  navigation  and  commerce. 
At  the  same  time,  it  gives  a  material  interest  to 
the  privateers  themselves,  especially  in  a  period 
at  which  our  own  navigation  and  commerce  lay 
at  rest,  ^nd  the  .mariners  have  no  other  meana 
of  getting  tbeir  living;  consequently,  the  priva* 
teers  can  in  fact  not  be  blamed  to  make  use  of 
their  privileffes  and  permission,  by  every,  oppor- 
tunity, and' I  might  dare  to  say  that  the  captur- 
ing of  neutral  vessels,  according  to  political  prin- 
ciples, might  be  excused^  having  had  several 
instances,  that  vessels  of  such  nations,  which, 
conforming  to  the  famous  Berlin  decree,  ought 
not  to  sail  for  England,  or  to  be  in  any  commer- 
cial connexion  with  it,  nevertheless  have,  by  the 
help  of  fictitious  and  counterfeited  paints,  fa- 
vored the  commerce  of  that  country,  especially 
since  the  commencement  of  war  between  Den-* 
mark,  by  carrying  those  articles  to  England  of 
which,  it  stood  in  absolute  want  to  keep  up  the 
war. 

It  is  therefore  nearly  adopted  as  a  eomnraa 
principle,  not  to  respect  the  colors  of  any  nation 
on  the  ocean,  under  the  supposition  that  as  well 
the  colors  as  the  documents  might  be  fictitious 
and  false,  and  that  the  cargoes  might  be,  direct 
or  indirect,  des^nedfor  the  enemies  of  Denmark* 
This  principle  has  been  the  more*  justified  by 
having  found,  atHhe  examination  of  several  cap* 
tured  vessels,  that  they  Were  not  onlypi'ovided 
with  a  double  set  of  papers,  but  aaUed,  besides, 
under  British  licenses. 

[Here  follows  a  list  of  American  ships,  which 
have  been  carried  in  by  privateers.] 


D. — Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Baabye  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State. 

AuGtJST  1, 1809. 
I  am  fortunate  enough  to  be  able  to  inform  joa 
of  a  Royal  order  given  to-day,  by  which  all  priva- 
teers are  ordered  back  into  port,  and  all  privateer 
ing  prohibited,  except  about  Heligoland. 


E. — ^Resolutions  of  several  merchants,  dec.  of  Philadel- 
phia»  respecting  Danish  captures. 

PpiLADBLPBiA,  Octobtr,  19. 1809. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  merchants  ana  under* 
writers  of  this  city,  interested  in  the  vessels  and 

Property  captured  in  Europe  by  Danish  cruisets, 
eld  this  day  at  the  Merchants'Cofiee  House,  the 
following  reaolationa  were  unaninousiy  agreed 
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R€sotv0d,  ThMLi  a  eommitt^e^be  appoiiyted  to 
prepare  a  represeirtatioD  to  the  'President  of  the 
United  States,  bf  the  facts  and  circumstances  at- 
tending the  Ule  enormous  and  alarming  de'pre* 
dations  committed  by  Daaish  eraisers  on  the 
property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  laxiffuUy 
naTigating  the  high  ^eas,  and  actually  destined 
fqr  ports  in  Penmark,  Swedjen,  or  Russia : 

And  of  the  vexatious  proceedings  and  anjfHN 
cikidemnation  of  such  property,  in  courts  acting 
under  the  authority  or  Denmark,  not  only  in 
▼iolalion  of  the  law  of  nations/(in  the  mainien- 
aace  and  defence  of  which  that  6o4rernment  has 
hitherto  been  distinguished,)  bat  in  contempt  of 
those  documents  and  evidences  of  neattality, 
which  have  hitherto  been  deemed -sufficient: 

RespectfullY  reouesiing  that  such  oreasures 
may  be  sj^eedily  adopted  as  the  wisdom  of  ^the 
Executive  mav  devise,  and  the  magnitude  and 
emergency  of  tliecasQ  require:  .. 

ReBolvtdy  That  the  committee  be  instructed  to 
collect  all  the  testimony  which  the  nature  of  the 
(^ase  may  require,  or  the  parlies  interested  may 
furnish,  together  with  satisfactory  evidences  of 
the  aeutralitv  of  the  property,  and  the  other  doc- 
uments whicn  accompanied  it  in  each  case,  with 
the  nature  and  amount  of  their  several  claims : 

That  the  memorial  be  signed  by  the  parties 
interested,  and,  together  with  a  certified  copy  of 
the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  {signed  by  the 
chairman,)  be  forwarded,  without  oelav  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  to  be  laid  before  the  Pres- 
ident: 

That  the  Chairman,  T.  iTitzsimons,  W.  Jones, 
Henrv  Pratt,  Stephen  Girard,  and  Charles  Pleas- 
ants, be  a  committee. 

THPS.  FITZSIMONS,  Chairman. 


To  Jaxbs  Mabisof,  Preiddent  of  the'  United  8tat«s ; 
the  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  merchants  ai^d  un- 
derwriters of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  respectfallj 
represents : 

That,  during'  the  presetit  year,'and  since  the 
expiration  of  the  embargo  laws,  your  memorial- 
ists have  fitted  out  and  loaded  or  insured  several 
vessels  with  valuable  cargoes,  destined  for  the 
porta  or  countries  in  amity  with  the  United 
States,  and  not  known  GO  he  under  blockade  or 
any  restriction  that  would  render  the  admis- 
sion of  American  vessels  hazardous  ;  that  some 
of  those  vessels  having  departed  from  the  United 
States  previous  to-the  proclamation  which  look 
ofi*  the  restriction  from  the  ports  of  the  United 
Kingdoms  and  their  dependencies,  took  clearances 
for  a  permitted  port  in  Eqrope,  but  were  actually 
destined  for  a  port  in  Russia,  or  some  one  in  Den- 
mark or  Sweden. 

That,  notwithstanding  their  being  furnished 
with  all  the  documents  and  evidences  6{  the  neu- 
tral charaoier  of  both  vessels  and  cargoes,  in  every 
instance  in  which  they  have  been  met  with  by 
Danish  crvusers  they  have  been  captured  and  sent 
into  the  ports,  under  the  dominion  of  that  nation, 
and,  with  their  cargoes,  have  been  condemned j 
(with  very  few  exceptions  \)  and  even  when  ac« 


quitted,  the  sentences  have  been  appealed  from, 
so  as  to  prevent  a  restitution  of  the  property,  and 
at  the  last  advices  the  whole  was  detained  to 
abide  the  sentenceof  the  superior  tribunals.  That 
from  the  destruction  or  dilapidations  of  the  pa- 
pers by  the  captors,  as  well  as  from  other  circom* 
i>tances^  your  memorialists  have  too  mnch  reasoa 
to  apprehend  an  unfavorable  issue  of  the  cases; 
and  that,  if  the  property  should  be  distributed,  do 
subsequent  determination  would  enable  them  to 
recover  its  value,  the  captors  being,  as  they  na- 
derstand,  generally  without  property  or  respon- 
sibility. 

That,  besides  the  vesseb  and  cargoes  enume- 
rated and  speci6ed  in  the  schedule  transmitted  by 
your  memorialists  to  the  Department  of  State, 
there  is  certain  information  that  a  great  number 
of  veeseb  bdonging  to  other  ports  of  the  United 
States  ,have  been  captured,  and  are  under  like 
circumstances  with  those  of  yoirr.  memorialists, 
apd  likely  td^hare  the  same  late. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  considering  the 
magnitude  of  the  object,  your  memorialists  pre- 
sume to  hope  for  the  interference  of  Grovemment 
in  their  behalf,  by  dispatching  a  public  vessel,  and 
a  person  to  represent  theease  to  the  Danish  Gov- 
ernment^ or  such  other  measures  as  the  wisdom  of 
the  President  may  deem  proper,  which  with  the 
proofs  ready  to  be  adduced  by  your  memorialists, 
warrant  the  expectation  that  the  property  wonld 
be  restored. — [Signed,  dx.^] 

[Here  follows  a  statement  of  American  vessels 
condemned  by  the  Imperial  Council  of  Prizes  at 
Patis,  from  the  18th  of  December,  1806,  to  the 
26th  of  May,  1809.] 


MARITIME  JUBISDiCTION. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  Febraaiy  1,  I810.J 

To  the  Hau9e  rf  JtqnxienMvoa  of  the  VmUd  SUiUt  .- 
I  lay  before  the  Houae  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  conformably  to  their  reso- 
lution of  January  18, 1810. 

JAMKS  MADISON. 

FfiBRUART  1,  I8IO4 

Trbabdrt  Departmbnt,  Jan.  30, 1810. 

Sir:  Thave  the  honor,  in  conformity  with  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
18th  instant,  to  transmit  copies.of  the  instructions 
issued  at  several  times  bv  this'  Department,  with 
respect  to  foreign  armed  ships  or  vessels  withia 
the.waters  of  the. United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,*  with  the  highest  respect, 
your  obedient  servant. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  President  of  the  U.  Slatea, 

hutmetions. 

No.  1. 
TftBABintT  Dbpartmbnt,  April  23, 1793^ 
Sir  :  You  will  find  enclosed  the  copy  of  a  pro- 
clamatioh  lately  issued  by  the  Presiaent  of  the 
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United  Slates,  respecting  the  war  at  present  ex- 
UtiD^  between  eertaia  Powers  of  Europe  therein 
aamed. 

The  preserration  of  the  peace  of  the  country 
is  so  rery  important  to  its  interests,  and  thai  must 
depend  so  inaterially  upon  the  cobformity  of  the 
con  duct  of  our  citizens  to  the  spirit  which  is  ouin- 
ifested  by  the  proclamation,  that  it  is  deemed  par* 
tieularly  interesting  to  receive  the  earliest  and 
most  exact  advice  of  every  appearance  in  any 
quarter  which  may  seem  to  eontrarenethe  inten- 
tion of  the  Gtorernment  in  this  respect; 

I  therefore  request  that  you  wilt  keep  an  ob- 
servant eye  upon  whatever  passes  in  your  district 
baring  reference  to  the  object  of  the  proclama- 
lion ;  and,  if  anything  comes  under  your  notice 
inconsistent  with  it,  that  you  will  immediately 
sommunicatb  it  to  the  Attorney  of  the  United 
States  for  the  judicial  district  comprehending 
four  district)  and  to  me. 

The  building  of  vessels  ealcnlated  and  fitted 
or  war  is  a  circumstance  which  will  merit  par- 
icular  attention,  as. much  danger  may  be  appre- 
lended  from  thnt  quarter.    I  am,  sir,  dte. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

The  Collector  of  Customa. 


No.  2. 


app^hend  that  our  inter'course  with  them  might 
be.  interrupted!  and  oi^  disposition  | for  peace 
drawn  into  question  by  the  suspicions  too  often 
entertained  by  bellisrerent  nations.  It  seemed, 
therefore,  to  be  my  diity  to  admonish  dur  citizens 
of  the  consequences  of  af  contra  band  trade,  and  of 
hostile  acts  to  any  of  th^  parties;  and  to  obtain! 
by  a  declaratidobf  the)  exist ingM.eg^l  s^^c  <^i 


TBEAflURT  Departiibnt,  May  90, 1793. 

Sir:  It  being  the  opinion  of  the  Executive 
bat  there  is  no  general  law  of  the  land  prohibit- 
3g  the  entry  and  sale  of  goods  captured  by  for* 
ign  Powers  at  war,  and.  consequently,  that.such 
otry  and  sale  are  lawlbi,  except  in  cases  where 
prohibition  is  to  be  found  in  the  treaties  of  the 
Inited  States,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  this  De- 
artment  to  make  known  to  vou  that  the  entry  of 
essels  captured  and  brought  into  our  ports  by 
be  ships  of  war  and  privateers  of  Frjince  and  of 
leir  cargoes,  is  to  be  received  in  the  same  man- 
er,  under  the  same,  regulations,  and  upon  thf ; 
ime  conditions,  as  that  of  vessels  and  their  car- 
ies which  are  not  prizes.  One  of  these  condl- 
onsis,  of  course,  tne  payment  or  securing  the 
lymeot  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods, 
ares,  and  merchandise  imported,  and  on  the  ton- 
ige  of  ships  and  vessels.  But  the  same  privi- 
ge  will  not  extend  to  any  of  the  other  beUiger- 
It  Powers,  being  contrary  to  the  seventeenth! 
id  twenty-second  articles  of  our  trjsaty  with 
ranee.    I  am,  dbc. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

To  Collectors  of  Cuatome,  . 


No.  3. 


Proclamation  of  Neutrality. 

ommunicated  to  Congress  December  Sd,  1703,  and 
rrfierred  to  in  the  Meassge  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  that  date,  of  which  the  following  is 
sn  extract: 

"As^soou  as  the  war  in  Europe  had  embraced 
ose  Powers  with  whom  the  United  States  have 
e  most  extensive  relations,  there  was  reason  to 
lltbCov.  2dSxs8.— 68 


things,  an  easier  admission  of  our^igbttothe  im- 
munities belonging  to  our  ,«ituation.  Under  these 
impressions,  the  proclamation,  which  lirill  be  laid 
before  yod,  was  issued,  i  ' 
'  *'ln  this  posture  of  aflhirs,  both  new  and  deli- 
cate, f  rteolved  to  adopt  general  rules,  which 
should  Qonform  to  the  treaties^  and  assert  the 
pririie^es  of  the  United  States.  Th^se  were  re- 
duced mto  a  svstem,  which  will  be  communica- 
ted to  you.  Aithbugh  I  have  not  thought  myself 
at  iiberty  to  forbid  the  sale  of  the  prizes,  permit- 
ted by  our  treaty  of  commerce  with  France  to 
be  brought  into  our  ports,  I  have  not'refused  to 
cause  them  t<rbe  restotea  when  they  were  taken 
within  the  protection  of  our  territory,  or  by  Tes- 
seb  commissioned  or  equipped  in  a  warlike  form 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States.^' 

By  the  President  of  tke  Vhited  SttUea  ofAmeriea. 

A  PROCLAlf  ATION. 

Whereas  it  appears  th^t  a  state  of  war  exists 
between  Austria.  Prussia.  Sardinia^  Gr^at  Brtain, 
jind  the  Uniieu  ^eiherland:!,  of  the  one  nartj 
and  France  on  the  other;  and  the  duty  and  in- 
terest.of  the  United  Slates  require,  that  they 
should  with  sincerity  an{l  good  faith  adopt  and 
pursue  si  conduct  friendly  and  impaftial  toward 
the  belligerent  Powers:  < 

I  hare,  therefore,  thought  fit  by  these  presents 
to  declarip  the  disposition  of  i(ie  United  States  to 
observe  the  conduct  aforesaid  towards  those 
Powers  respectively;  and  to  exhort  and  warn  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  carefully  to  avoid 
all  acts  and  proceedings  yrjiatsoever,  which,  may 
in  any  manner  tend  to  icontravene  such  dis- 
position. 

And  I  do  hereby  also  make  known,  that  who- 
soever of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  shall 
render  himself  liable  to  punishment  or  forfeiture 
under  the  law  of  nations,  by  committing,  aiding, 
or  abetting  hostilities  against  any  of  the  said 
Powers,  or  by  carrying  to  any  of  thena' those  arti- 
cles which  aredeemed  contraband  by  the  modern 
usage,  of  nations,  will  not  receive  the  protection 
of  iheUniM  States,  agaitist  such  punishment  or 
forfeiture;  and  further,  that  I  have  given  instruc- 
tions to  those  officers,  to  whom  it  belongs,  to 
cause  prosecutions  to  be  instituted  against  all 
persons  who  shall,  within  the  cognizance  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  violate  the  laws  of 
nations,  with  respect  to  the. Powers  at  war,  or 
any  of  them. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of 
the  United  States  ofAmeriea  to  bcaflixed 
[l.  a.]  to  these  presents,  and  signed  the  same 
with  my  hand. 

Pone  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  tifenty* 
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second  day  of  April,  ooe  thQUsand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-three,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  Stfites  of  America  the  seventeenth. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 
By  the  President: 

Tb.  j£JPFBR80If. 


Instructions  to  the  Collectors  of  the  Customs. 
Pbilaoelfbia,  Augutt^  4, 1793. 

Sib:  It  appearing  that  repeated  contraT^ntions 
of  our  neutrality  have  taken  place  -in  the  ports  of 
.the  United  States,  without  having  heen  discover- 
ed \\  time  for  prevention  or  remedy,  I  have  it  in 
command  from  the  President  to  address  to  the 
.collectors  of  the  reypeotive  districts  a  particular 
instruction  on  the  subject. 

It  is  expected  that  the  officers  of  the  customs 
m  each  -district  will,  in  the  course  of  their  official 
functions,  have  a  vigilant  eye  upon  whatever 
may  be  passing  within  the  ports,  harbors,  creeks, 
inlets,  and  waters,  of  such  district,  of  a  nature  to 
contravene  the  laws  of  neutrality,  ai^d,  upon  viis* 
covery  of  anything  of  the  kind,  will  give  imme- 
diate notice  to  the  Governor  of  the  State,  and  tb 
theVttorney  of  the  judicial  district  comprehend  log 
the  district  of  the  customs  within  which  any 
such  contravention  may  happen. 

To  assist  the  judgment  or  the  officers  on  this 
head,  I  transmit  herewith  a  schedule  of  rules 
concerning  sundry  particulars  which  have  been 
adopted  by  the  President,  as  deductions  from  the 
laws  of  neutrality,  established  and  received  among 
nations.  Whatever  shal^be  contrary  to  tbese  roles 
will,  of  course,  be  to  be  notified  as  above  men- 
tioned. 

There  are  some  other  points  which,  pursuant 
to  our  treaties,  and  the  determi nation  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, I  ought  to  notice  to  you. 

If  any  vessel  of  either  of  the  Powers  at  war 
with  France  should  brins  or  send  within  your 
district  a  prize  made  of  the  subjects,  people.  Or 

Property  or  France,  it  is  immediately  to  be  doti- 
ed  to  the  Gk)vernor  of  the  State,  in  order  that 
measqres  may  he  uken,  jiorsuant  to  the  17th 
article  of  our  treaty  with  France,  to  oblige  such 
vessel  and  her  prize,  or  such  prize,  when  sent  in 
without  the  capturing  vessel^  to  depart. 

No  privateer  of  any  of  the  Powers  at  war  with 
France,  coming  within  ft  district  of  the  United 
States,  can,  by  the  22d  article  of  our  treaty  with 
France,  enjoy  an^r  other  privilege, than  that  of 
purchasing  such  victuals  as  shall  be  necessary  for 
ner  going  to  the  next  port  of  the  Prince  or  State 
from  which  she  has  her  commission.  If  she 
should  do  anything  beside  this,  it  is  immediately 
to  be  reported  to  the  Governor,  and  the  attorney 
of  the  district.  You  will  observe,  by  the  roles 
transmitted,  that  the  term  privateer  is  understood 
'  not  to  extend  to  vessels  armed  for  merchandise 
and  war,  commonly  called  with  us  letters  of 
marque,  nor,  of  course,  to  vessels  of  war  in  the 
imtnediate  service  of  the  Government  of  either 
of  tlie  Powers  at  war. 

No  armed  vessel  which  has  been  or  shall  be 
otiginally  fitted  out  in  any  port  of  the  United 


States,  by  either  of  the  parties  mt  wmr,  is 
forth  to  have  asylum  in  any  district  of  the  Oit- 
ted  States.  If  any  such  armed  resaei  shall  ap- 
pear within  your  district,  she  is  ioEHBcdiaulv  to 
be  notified  to  the  Governor,  and  attomeir  of  tlK 
district,  which  is  also  to  be  done  in  respect  toatr 
priz^  that  such  armed  vessel  shall  ^bringf^  or  laii 
in. '  At  foot  is  a  list  of  such  armed  vesseLs  of  tie 
above  description  as  have  hitherto  cM»nae  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Executive. 

The  purchasing  within,  and  exportiog  frae 
the  United  States,  by  way  of  raerehaAdtse,  ani* 
cles  cooimonly  6all^  contraband,  beiiig  geacr- 
a.lly  warlike  instruments  and  military^  stores,  is 
free  to  all  the  parties  at  war,  and  is  boc  to  he  ta- 
terfered  with.  If  our  own  citizeas  aadertake  to 
carry  them  to  any  of  those  parties^  they  will  be 
abandoned  to  the  penalties  which  the  laws  of 
war  authorize. 

You  will  be  particularly  careful  to  obacrvt 
and  to  .notify  as  directed  in  other  iastances,  the 
case  of  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  who 
shall  be  found  in  the  serviee  of  either  of  the  par- 
ties at  war. 

in  ease  any  vessel:  fihiali  be  fouod  in  the  ace  of 
contravening  any  of  the  ^ule^  or  principles  which 
are  the  grou^  of  this  instruction,  she  u  to  be  re- 
fused a  clearance  until  she  shall  have  complied 
with  what  the  Gk>vemor  shall  have  decided  in 
reference  to  bet.  Care,  however,  is  to  be  taken 
in  this,  not  unnecessarily  or  unreasonably  to  em- 
barrass trade,  or  to  vex  any  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned. ,  . 

In  order  that  contraventioiis  may  be  the  better 
ascertained,  it  is  desired  that  the  officer  who  shall 
first  ^0  on  board  any  vessel  arriving  within  voor 
district,  shall  makie  an  accurate  survey  ot  her 
then  condition  as  to  military  equipment,  to  be 
forthwith  reported  to  you;  and  that^  prior  to  her 
clearance,  alike  survey  be  made,  that  any  trans- 
gression of  the  rules  laid  down  may  be  ascer- 
tained. 

But,  as  the  propriety  of  any  such  inspection  of 
a  vessel  of  war  in  the  immediate  service  of  the 
Government  of  a  foreign  nation  is  not  without 
question  in  reference  to  the  usage  of  natioiu,  no 
attempt  is  to  be  made  to  inspect  any  such  vessel 
till  further  order  on  the  point. 

The  President  desires  me  to  signify  to  you  his 
miost  particular  expectation,  that  the  instrocuoa 
contained  in  this  letter  will  be  executed  with  the 
greatest  vigilance,  care,  activity,  and  impartislity. 
Omissions  will  tend  to  expose  the  €h>vernmeBt 
to  injurious  imputations  and  suspicions,  and  pro- 
portionably  to  commit  the  good  faith  and  peace 
of  the  coun try ^-obj eels  of  too  much  importance 
not  to  engage  every  proper  exertion  of  yoor 
zeaT.    With  consideration.  I  atn,  sir,  &e. 

ALBXANDERHAMILTON, 

» 

1.  The  original  armtne  and  equipping  of  m- 
sels  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  by  aojof 
the  belligerent  parties^  for  military  service,  oM- 
sive  or  defensive,  is  deemed  unlawful. 

2.  Equipments  of  merchant  vessels  by  either 
of  the  beiiigerent  parties ,  in  the  ports  of  the  Uai- 
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ted  States,  purely  for  the  aecpmmodatioa  of  them 
as  such,  is  deemed  lawful. 

3.  Equipments  in  thie  ports  of  the  United 
States,  ofressels  of  war  in  the  immediate  ser-* 
vice  of  the  Ooveroment  of  any  of  the  belligerent 
parties,  which,  if  done  to  other  yessels.  would  be 
of  a  doubtful  nature,  as  being  applicable  either  to 
commerce  or  war,  are  deemed  lawful;  except 
those  which  shall  have  made  prize  of  the  subjects, 
people^ or  property  of  Fraoee,  coming  with  their 
prizes  into  the  ports  of  ihe  United  States,  piirsu- 
int  to  the  17th  article  of  our  Treaty  of  Amity 
and  Commerce  with  France. 

4.  Equipments  in  the  porU.of  the  United 
States,  by  aof  of  tfa«  parties  at  war  with  France, 
Df  Tessels  fitted  for  merchandise  and  war,  whe* 
ther  with  or  without  com  missions,  which  are 
ioubtful  in  their  nature,  as  being  applicable  either 
:o  commerce  or  war,  are  deemed  lawful ;  except 
those  which  shall  have  made  prize,  d^c. 

5.  Equipments  of  any  of  the  vessels  of  France, 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  which  are 
loubtfol  in  their  nature,  as  being  applicable  to 
commerce  or  war,  are  deemed  lawful. 

6.  Eqnipmeuts  t)f  every  klod,  in  the  ports  of  the 
Uaiied  States,  of  privateers  of  the  Powers  a(  wac^ 
with  France,  are  deemed  unlawful. 

7.  Equipments  of  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the 
Jnited  States,  which  are  of  a  nature  solely 
idapted  to.war,  are  deemed  unlawful;  except 
hose  stranded  or  wrecked,  as  meotioi>ed  in  tne  j 
8th  article  of  our  treaty  with  France,  the  16th 
if  oar  treaty  with  the  United  Netherlands,  the 
^h  of  our  treaty  with  Prussia,  and,  except  those 
neotioned  in  the  19th  article  of  our  treaty  with 
France,  the  17th  of  our  treaty  with  the  United 
Netherlands,  the  18th  of  our  treat^r  with  Prussia. 

8.  Vessels  of  either  of  the  parties,  not  armed, 
r  armed  previous  to  their  coming  Into  the  ports 
f  the  United  States,  which  shall  not  have  in- 
ringed  any  of  the  forej^oins  rules,  may  lawfully 
u^?c  Or  enlist  therein  their  own  subjects  or 
itizens,  not  beiojg  inhabitants  of  the  United 
states;  except  privateers  of  the  Powers  at  war 
vith  France,  and  except  those  vessels  which 
ball  have  made  prize,  dbc. 

No.  4. 
Tbeasurt  DtsrAnrtHBHTjAug,  88, 1793. 

Sir:  Though  it  was  not  expressly  said,  yet  I 
resume  it  would  have  been  understood  as  clearly 
Q plied  in  the  instruction  contained  in  ikiy  eireu- 
r  of  the  4th  instant : 

That  the  liberty  to  enter  vessels  and  their  car- 
ies brought  in  as  prizes  by  the  armed  vessels  of 
raDce,  was  not,  after  the  receipt  of  that  letter, 
»  include  vessels  and  cargoes  taken  and  brought 
r  sent  in  by  armed  vessels  originailv  fitted  out 
1  the  ports  of  the  United  Static  while  remain- 
\g  in  possession  of  their  captors,  it  will  follow 
lat  if  an  attempt  shall  be  made  to  land  goods 
ooi  on  board  such  vessels^  they  are  to  be  seized 
id  proceeded  against  as  directed  by  the  twenty- 
Kth  section  of  collection  law.  Lest  the  impli- 
Ltion  above-mentioned  should  not  have  been  ob^ 


[  vious  to  all,  I  have  concluded  to  give  this  further 
explanation. 

I  am,  with  consideration,  sir,  your  humble 
servant, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 
To  the  CoLi^scTORs  of  the  Cuttome, 


No.  5. 


TReAflijRT  Dbparthbut,  Oa,  6, 1794. 

Sir:  It  appears,  f^ora  communications  to  thia 
department,  that  the  expressions  '^equipmenta 
which  are  of  a  doubtful  nature,  as  being  applica- 
ble  either  to  commerce  or  war,"  which  occur  in 
the  fourth  and  fifth  rules  adopted  by  the  PresI* 
dent  of  the  United  States,  which  Were  comma- 
nicsted  to  yon  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  the  4th  of  August,  1793,  have  been  in  some 
instances  understood  to  tolerate  the  fitting  and 
arming  of  vessels  for  defence,  or  for  merchandiaa 
and  war. 

As  th  is  construction  is  manifestly  irrepeocilaUe 
with  the  first  of  the  rules  referred  to,  and  with 
the  plain  tenor  of  the  supplementarv  act  of  Con- 
gress passed  on  the* 5th  of  June,  1794,  for  defining 
and  punishing  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States,  it  is  01  importance  immediately  to  connect 
an  error,  the  operation  of  which  is  to  defeat  the 
intentions  of  the  Government,  and  contravene 
the  neotrality  of  the  United  States. 

You  will  therefore  he  pleased  to  understand 
that  the  arming  and  equipping  of  vessels  in'the 
ports  of  the 'United  States  for  military  servlct^ 
Whether  offensive  or  defensive,  by  any  of  the 
belligerent  parties,  is  unlawful ;  and  that  the  pro- 
hibition as  effectuallv  extends  to  military  equip- 
ments destined  for  the  protection  and  defence  of 
a  vessel  and  her  merchandise,  as  to  those  equip- 
ments the  object  pf  which  is  combat  or  offensive 
hostility. 

The  equipments  of  a  ^doubtful  nature, as  being 
applicable  either  to  commerce  or  war,*'  which 
were  intended  by  the  rules  of  the  President,  and 
which  tvere^  deemed  lawful,  will  be  best  exem- 
plified by  stating  certain  cases  which  have  oc- 
curred.  ' 

1st.  The  waste  boards  of  vessels  had  been 
raised  considerably  higher  than  usual,  and 
strengthened  With  additional  timber  and  plank, 
which  was  understood  to  be  preparatory  to  the 
opening  of  port-holes. 

In  this  case  it  was  determined  that  the  equip- 
ment was  of  a  ^  doubtful  nature  j"  for  until  port- 
holes were  actually  opened,  it  could  not  be  pro- 
nounced that  there  existed  a  military  object. 
Port-holes  have,  however^  been  determined  to  be 
a  military  eqaipmeot,  their  use  being  foreign  to 
navigation,  and  being  merely  applicable  to  com- 
bat or  war. 

2d.  A  French  privateer  procured  an  extra  num- 
her  of  oars,  and  it  was  suggested  that  they  must 
have  been  for  military  service,  as  it  was  entireljr 
unusual  to  have  so  great  a  number  for  mere  navt- 
gation. 

It  was,  however,  decided  that  this  equipment 
MfMM  also  of  a  ^  doabtfni  nature/'  an  oar     ' 


2161 


APPENDIX. 


m 


MarHime  JuH$diciian. 


merely  an  instrumept  of  navigatioo,  and  there 
being  no  criterion  by  which  to  determine  what 
extra  number  should  change  the  nature  of  the 
equipment. 

It  is  an  established  principle  that  we  cannot, 
without  a  contravention  of  our  neutrality,  permit 
either  of  the  belligerent  parties  to  increase  their 
force  or  means  of  annoyance  or  military  defence 
within  the  ports  of  the  United  Stales,  and  it  is 
essentia]  that  this  principle  be  maintained  with 
good  faith,  and  aceordtng  to  the  dictates  of  im- 
partiality and  reason. 

'  A  teiaporary  absence  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  public  business  is  the  cause  of  my 
addressing  you  on  this  subject.  It  is  proper  that 
I  should  add,  that  the  principles  of  thui  commu- 
nication  are  conformable  to  his  opid  ion.   lam,  dbc. 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT,  Jr. 

To  the  CoLi.£CTORa  of.  the  Cuitanu. 


No.  6. 


Treasury  Departmeht,  Jitne  30, 1796. 

Sir:  By  an  instruction  from  this' department, 
dated  the  30th  of  May.  1793,  the  Collectors  were 
informed  that  the  "  entry  of  Vessels  captured  and 
brought  into  our  ports  by  ships  of  war  and  priva- 
teers  of  France  and  of  their  cargoes,  was  to  be 
received  in  the  same  manner,  under  the  »ame 
regulations,  and  upon  the  same  conditions,  as  the 
entry  of  vessels  which  were  not  prizes ;"  but  that 
this  privilege  was  not  to  extend  to  the  beHigexent 
Powers  at  war  with  France,  being  contrary  to 
the  seventeenth  and  twenty-second  articles  of 
our  treaty  with  that  nation. 

The  entry  and  sale  in  our  ports  of  prizes  to 
privateers  commissioned  by  France,  not  being 
atipulated  in  our  treaty  as  a  right  to  be  enjoyed 
by  that  nation,  and  there  being  an  express  stipu- 
lation in  the  twenty-fourth  article  of  the  late 
treaty  with  Great  Britain,  "that  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  any  foreign  privateers  (not  being  sub- 
jects or  citizens  of  either  of  the  said  parties;  who 
have  commissions  from  any  other  Prince  or 
State  in  enmity  with  either  nation,  to  arm  their 
ahips  in  the  ports  of  either  of  the  said  parties,  or 
to  sell  what  ihey  have  taken,  nor  in  any  other 
manner  to  exchange  the  same,"  it  has  become 
accessary  to  vary  the  former  instructions  ac- 
cordingly. 

You  will  therefore  observe,  that  hereafter  ves- 
aela  and  property  captured  from  the  subjects  of 
Great  Britain  by  privateers  commissioned  against 
that  nation  are  not  to  be  admitted  to  an  entry  in 
the  ports  of  the  United  States;  of  course,  any 
^oods  or  property  landed  therefrom  will  be  sub- 
ject to  seizure  as  beinff  imported  contrary  to  law. 

The  Collectors  Will  recollect  that  the  security 
of  the  revenue  and  the  faith  of  the  United  States 
are  highly  concerned  in  preventing  the  introduc- 
tion fbr  consumption  or  sale  of  any  goods  or  prop- 
erty by  prizes  to  privateers;  when  such  vessels 
appear  in  our  ports,  they  will,  therefore,  cause 
extraordinary  care  and  vigilance  to  be  observed. 

The  twenty-second  article  of  our  treaty  with 
France,  and  the.  tweiity-fourth  article  of  our 


treaty  with  Great  Britain  contain  stipoUtiQis 
that  privateers  commissioned  against  eiibvr  of 
the  parties  shall  not  be  allowed  to  purchase  more 
provisions  than  shall  be  necessary  to  their goiog 
to  the  nearest  port  of  that  Prince  or  State  from 
whom  they  obtained  commissions;  if,  iberefm, 
the  privateers  of  either  nation  exceed  whit  is 
permitted  in  this  respect,  immediate  reports tre 
to  be  made  to  the  Governor  of  the  Sute  sod  At- 
torney of  the  district.    I  am,  dec. 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT.  h 
To  the  Collectors  of  the  Customs. 

.  No.  7. 
Treasury  Dbparthbut,  May  25, 1805. 

Sir:  I  have  to  request  your  attention  toibe 
fourth  section  of  the  annexed  act  of  Congres, 
entitled  ♦*  An  act.for  the  more  effectaal  presern. 
tion  of  peace  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  the  waters  under  tbeir  ju- 
risdiction," passed  on  the  3d  of  March,  1805. 

As  the  commanders  of  |xoblic  armed  resselstre 
thereby  directed  in  every  instance  to  rrjwrt  their 
vessels  to  the  Collector,  a  duty  from  whicb  thtj 
were  heretofore  exempted  by  the  thirty-first  sec- 
tion of  the  collection  law,  the  Presideol  directs 
that  Whenever  such  a  vessel  shall  arriTe,yoa  will 
inform  the  commai^der,  either  in  pertoo,  or  in 
writing,  or  by  message  delivered  by  thesarfeyor, 
or  by  ihe  captain  of  the  revenue  cutter,  of  this 
new  provision,  and  request  him  to  make  report 
This  report  will  be  only  a  statement  of  the  oaoie 
of  the  vessel,  country,  and  commaoder,  of  the 
force  of  the  vessel,  of  the  port  from  which  ar- 
rivedrand,  in  the  words  of  ibe  act,  of  the  object 
of  his  entering  the  harbor.  It  may  be  made 
either  verbally  to  yourself,  or  other  revenue  offi- 
cer notifyiog.the  commander  of  the  vessel  or  in 
writing;  and  the  provision  heing  a  new  ooe,  you 
will  be  careful,  whilst  you  carry  the  same  into 
effect,  that  the  officers  and  flags  of  til  nations 
shall  be  treated  with  respect. 

You  will  continue  to  enforce  the  rejfulaUoas 
made  by  the  State,  health,  or  quarantine  lavs ; 
and  If,  by  the  laws  of  the  State  or  port  regola- 
tions,  already  in  force,  a  certain  position  in  the 
harbor  has  been  assigned  to  armed  vessels^  yM 
will  conform  therewith.  You  may  also,  if  yo« 
shall  think  it  of  urgent  neeessity,  make  tempo- 
rary regulations  for  that  object,  if  none  yet  exist; 
but  it  will  be  more  eligible  that  jrou  shoaldia 
the  first  in^tanc^  report  your  opinion  tbcrcoo  to 
this  office  for  the  President's  consideration  and 
decision.  General  instructions  cannot  be  given 
on  that  point,  as.  if  necessary,  they  must  vary  ac- 
cording to  the  sitaation  of  the  harbor;  aiidyoB 
will  be  pleased  to  state  whether  any,  and,  ifufr 
what  restrictions  appear  to  you  proper  to  be  es- 
tablished both  on  that  siibject  and  in  relation  to 
the  intercourse  between  such  ships  and  the  shore. 

The  President  has  not  thoug^ht  it  proper  to  uj 
for  the  present  any  new  restrictions  on  ^^^J^* 
mission,  stay,  or  departure  of  armed  vessels.  Bat 
all  the  instructions  heretofore  given  on  that  sub- 
ject)  and  particularly  to  those  which  relate  u 
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cqoipmeoti,  td  printeem,  and  to  prizes,  most  be 
coDsidered  as  Mng  still  ia  force. 

Iq  cascf  of  refusal  or  neglec^  to  conibrm  with 
the  regulatioDs  prescribed,  you  will  be  pjeased 
to  mate  an  immediate  report  thereof  to  this 
office,   I  hate,  d».  ^ 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

To  the  Collectors  qf  the  CitUomg, 


8PAIN. 


[Gommanicated  to  the  &oiise,  February  9, 1810.} 
7h  the  HouH  of  Rq>re9entative$  of  the  United  Statu/ 

I  traQitroit  to  the  House  a  report  of  rbe  Secre- 
tary of  State,  eom'plyiog  with  their  resolatioti  of 
the  (weoty-second  of  January. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

FiBRUART  0,  1810.  .      . 


Department  of  State, 
'     February  8, 1810*. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the  President 
has  been  pleased  to  refer  the  resolution  of  the 
HoDse  of  Representatives  of  the  22d  of  last 
month,  has  the  honor  to  s^ate,  that  it  appears  from 
ihe  records  in  this  Department,  that  in  the  years 
1801  and  180%  the  Executive  bad  endeavored, to 
obiain  for  I  he  citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  re- 
sidiogr  on  the  waters.of  Tombigbeejind  Alabama 
rirers,  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mobile  river  to 
its  confluence  with' the  ocean.  Ist.  Byclatming 
this  navigation  as  m  natural  right,  sanctioned  by 
tbe  general  prineiples  of  the  law  of  nations,  ap-  ^ 
plicibie  to  rivtu  similarly  situated ;  and  2dy  By 
esdeavoring  to  porchase  the  country  held  by 
Sptin  on  the  Mobile. 

These  efforta  were  made,  before  it  was  known 
tbat  Spain  had  ceded  Louisiana  to  France,  and 
eofiteqnently  before  the  purchase  of  that  prov- 
iaee  by  the  United  States.  Since  tbat  porchi^e, 
tbe  country  held  by  Spain  on  tbe  Mobile  has 
been  claimed  as  being  included  therein. 

Tbe  Spanish  iQovcroment  having  obiected  to 
tbis  claim  in  a  manner  which  justified  a  belief 
tbat  the  question  would  not  soon  be  decided,  our 
Mioister  at  Madrid  was  instructed  again  to  claim 
tbe  free  navijgation  of  the  Mobile,  under  tbe  gen- 
eral princij^es  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  to  rep- 
resent  to  His  Catholic  Majesty  (he  propriety  and 
necessity  of  giving  orders  to  his  officers  not  to 
interrupt  the  free  communication  with  odr  terri- 
tories through  the  waters  of  tb6  Mpbtie. 

In  addition  to  what  has  been  done  through  this 
Department,  it  appears  that  the  Governor  of  the 
Orleans  Territory,  and  other  officers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  have  endeavored  to  induce  the  Spilnr 
ish  aothorities  on  the  Mobile  to  abstain  from  ez- 
actiog  duties  on  the  passage  of  our  mercbiandise 
or  produce  up  or  down  that  river.  Notwithstaild- 
io^,  however,  everything  which  has  been  done, 
it  IS  understood  that  ihesei  authorities  have  con- 
tioued  to  exact  (with  some  occasional  Irelaza- 
tions)  a  duty  of  twelve  per  cent,  "on  all 


of  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  tbe  United 
States,  which  are  conveyed  through  saidriver  to 
and  from  the  dity  of  New  Orleans." 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

R.  SMITH. 


FRANCE  AND  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  Febraaiy  19, 18 10.] 
Totht  House  of  RtpresentaH^  of  the  IMited  Stages' 

I  transmit  reports  of  the  Secretaries  of  Stato 
and  of  the  Treasury,  complying  with  their  reso- 
lution of  the  6th  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Fbbrdart  t7, 1810. 

Department  of.  State, 
February  H,  ISIO. 

Agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  fifth  instant,  requesting  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  laid 
before  that  House  copies  of  the  Several  commnni* 
cations  made  to  the  Governnients  of  Prance  and 
Great  BritaiU]  in  pursuance  to  the  autbortticn 
vested  by  Congress  in  the  Executive,  with  respect 
to  the  several  orders  and  decrto  of  either,  vio-. 
latiag.the  lawful  commerce  and  hetttrtl  rigataof 
the  United  States,  except  such  parts  as  may,  in 
hia  judgment,  require  secrecy ;  and  also  to  com* 
municaie  to  the  same  House  such  information  aa 
he  may  have  received  touching  the  forgery  of 
papers  purporting  to  be  tnose  of  American  vea- 
sels;  the  Secretary  of  State  has  the  honor  of 
laying  before  the  President  the  following  papers, 
viz: 

1.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Smith,  Secre- 
tary of  State,  to  General  Armstrong,  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  at  PariS| 
dated  March  15, 1809. 

.  2.  Copy  of  a  note  from  General  Armstrong  to 
Count  Champagny.  Minister  of  Exterior  Bila- 
tjons  at  Paris,  dated  29th  April,  1809. 

3.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Smith  to  Mr. 
Pinkney,  Mioister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  at  London,  dated  March  25, 1809. 

4.  Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pinkney  to 
Mr.  Smith,  dated  May  1, 1809. 

A.  Extracts  ef  a  letter  from  John  M*  ForbeS| 
Consul  of  the  United  Slates  at  Hamburg,  to  Mr. 
Madison,  Secretary  of  State,  dftted  13th  Novem- 
ber, 1807. 

B.  Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Lee,  commer- 
cial agent  of  tbe  United  States  at  Bordeaux,  to 
the  same,  dated  November  1, 1808. 

C.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  ^acklev,  Consul 
of  the  United  States  at  St.  Lucar,  to  Mr.  Smitbi 
dated  Cadiz,  23d  March,  1809. 

D.  Sundrjr  original  documents  belon^ing^  to 
and  concerning  the  ship  Aurora  of  New  York. 

E.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Harris,  Con- 
sul of  the  United  States  at  St.  Petersburg,  to  Mr. 
Smith,  dated  13th  [25th]  October,  1809,  covering 
certain  papers  telooging  to  the  ship  called  tbn. 
GkorgUi  of  New  York. 
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F.  Exiraots  of  a  letter  from  John  M.  Forbes, 
dated  November  7. 1809,  to  Mr.  SjDUh,>coveriog 
the  foreed  sea-letter  of  the  ship  Arno,  of  Boston, 
dated  August  21, 1809;  also,  a  letter  of  the  same 
date,  signed  Stephen  Higgioson  and  Co.  to  Cap- 
tain Wulism  Kempton. 

G.  Eitract  of  a  letter  from  William  Kirkpat^ 
rick,  Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Malaga,  to 
Mr.  Smith,  dated  November  25,  1809. 

It  may  be  proper,  inoreover,  to  state,  that  vari- 
ons  other  commuajcations  have  been  received  at 
this  Department  from  the  agents  of  the  United 
States  in  foreign  countries,  which  mention  that 
the  practice  prevails  of  forging  American  ships' 
papers  and  documents ;  but  as  they  do  nor  afford 
any  details,  they  are  not  .included  in  this  report, 
which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

R.  SMITH. 

[For  the  correspondence  between  the  Secreta- 
ry of  State.and  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States 
•in  Paris  and  in  London,  communicated  by  this 
Message,  see  ante^  pa^g^  2115  to  2131.] 


A«-^6xtcacto  of  a  lellsx  from  John  ML  FoBbea*  Oonrai 
of  the  United  States  at  Hamburg^  to  Mr.  Madimi, 
Seontaiy  of  Stale,  dated 

,  *  NoviMiftftR  13, 1807. 

Two  days  ago,  the  chief  of  the  French  dooa- 
niers,  M.  Budel,  having,  from  the  circulating  ru- 
mors of  the  town,  reason  to  suspect  that  an 
American  ship^  the  Lucy.  Captain  Jesse  Englee, 
entered  as  coming  from  Norfolk,  had  come  from 
England,  proceeded  to  examine  the  crew ;  notice 
of  this  was  given  to  me  by  the  captain,  who  had 
alsQ  consigned  liis  ship  and  freight  to  me,  the 
carffo  being  addressed  to  Messrs.  Osgand  &,  Co. 
of  this  city ;  but  having  always  refused  to  ac* 
knowledee  the  authority  of  the  Freneh  douaniers, 
I  declined  being  present  in  any  official  character, 
and,  as  the  commercial  correspondent  of  the  cap- 
tain, sent  my  chief  clerk  on  board  to  render  such 
assistance  as  might  be  proper.  The  examination 
did  not  take  place  on  board  at  the  time  appoint- 
ed, but  at  a  later  hour,  at  the  house  of  M.  iBudel. 
My  clerk  was  not  present,  but  I  afterward  learned 
that  the  mute  and  crew  had  all  sworn  that  the 
ship  came  from  London.  As  soon  as  I  learned 
this.  I  wrote  the. captain  a  letter  disclaiming  ^11 
furtner  individual  agency  in  this  business. 

I  examined  more  closely  the  papers  of  the  ship 
Lucv,  and  convinced  myself,  by  comparison  or 
hands,  that  the  signatures  both  of  the  President 
and  your  Excellency  to  the  sea-letter,  were  both 
evidently  forged. 


B^ — Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Lee,  Consul  of  the 
United  States  at  Bordeaux,  to  the  Secretary  of 

NOVBMBSR  1,  1808. 

I  have  been  long  in  expectation  that  the  Presi- 
dent woold  hav^  instructed  the  Coosalstodeuia 
in  their  hands  the  papers  of  ail  Anaorican  vessels 
found  in  their  district  after  the  embargo,  unless 
they  were  bound  directly  to  the  United  Btaiee^ 


A  determination  of  this  natnre  wotild  haTC  deae 
but  little  or  no  injury  to  onr  merchsLaU^  and  pat 
a  stOB  to  the  practice  of  the  English,  vrho  send 
shoals  of,  Amerioan  Vessels  from  their  porii^ 
whose  'owners  nev«r  saw  Ameriea,  and.  whoie 
papers  are  manufacturea  in  London. 

Ten  vesaela,  suspected  of  having  been  expedited 
in  this  way  from  London,  ktcly  arrired  in  tke 
river  Charente.  as  coming  from  Norway,  aad 
were  admitted  ny  the  oUstom-honse.  I  sent  aa 
affent  over  to  Charente,  to  examine  into  the  state 
of  these- vessels,  whose  report  confiroaed  my  so*- 
pic  ions.  I  immediate!  V  wrote  General  Armstroa^ 
on  the  subject »  but,  /earing  delavs  mighi  be  io- 
jurious,  I  set  out  for  La  Rochelie,  and,  on  my 
arrival  at  Blaize,  learned  that  some  of  the  crews 
of  these  vessels  had  betrayed  their  captains,  and 
that  the  whole  of  them  were  seized  by  this  Grov- 
ernmeot,  and  the  crews  imprisoned. 

It  is  proper  to  state  to  you,  sir,  that  o«r  ▼eaaefe' 
papers,  with  all  the|r  private  marks,  are  so  com- 
pletely copied  in  London,  that  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  detect  them. 


C«-^Hichard  &  Hacklej,  Consol  of  the  Unitad  8taC» 
at  BU  Lucar,  to  the  Seczetaiy  of  Scsls. 

Caoiz,  3Airck  2a,  1808. 

Sir  :  To«r  Depairtmant  has  lio  doubt  been  in- 
formed that  the  praetioa  'prewails  in  Loadan  of 
forging  all  kinds  of  papers  that  appertain  to  ship> 
ping  of  the  United  States^  to  which  may  he  added 
passports  ^om  the  Departm^ut  of  State,  eert^ 
catea  of  natorahxatioa,  dbe.,  some  of  which  are 
well  executed,  si»  much  so^  that  the  frasd  very 
geaerally  passes  wiihont  being  delected.  By  thn 
means,  a  caaslderahle  trade  has  been  carried  on 
last  year  vmdir  omrjlag,  by  British  shipping,  par> 
ticularly  to  Russia  and  Soath  Anacrin,  aad 
British  subjects  have  passed  wherever  their  bast- 
ness  called  them.  Protected  by  thaoe  paper%  our 
countrymen  have  but  in  too  many  instaneea 
found  similar  frauds  to  answer  their  omi  purpo- 
ses under  the  state  of  thtn^  as  they  now  are,  and 
have  for  soine  time  been  in  Snrapeu 

The  name  of  the  person  in  Loodon,  who  is  the 
great  dealer  in  this  spaoies  of  speculation,  is  Van 
Bander,  and  with  this  note,  I  cover  yoo  a  sample 
of  hisexecncion  in  a  set  of  pi^rs  received  from 
an  American  citiaen  here,. from  whom  I  de- 
manded them  noon  beiii^  informed  that  he  had 
them.  To  yon  tke  propriety  will  oocur  of  taking 
some  in^mediate  step  to  correct  this  evil,  which, 
from  its  inceeasing;  pnetiee,  is  beeomiag  of  seri- 
ous importance  in  many  ^nts  of  view. 

With  much  respect,  «c. 

RICHARD  S;  HACKLBT. 


D^-^8tst0inent  of  the  Collector  of  Boston  sespectis( 

diip  Amo. 

The  ahip  Arno,  of  Dozbory,  burden  197  T-dx 
owned  by  JIacob  Weston,  of  Duxbury,  in  the  dis- 
trict of  FlymoQthi  State  of  Massachuaeets,  and 
William  Kempton,  and  John  Perry,  of  Boston, 
Btate  a6>resaid,  William  Kempton,  master ;  clear- 
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ed  from  the  distriet  of  Bosion  and  Ch^rle'stowii, 

00  the  17th  day  of  Jane,  1809,  for  Bremeny loaded 
with  eight  hundred  and  four  barrels  pearl  ashes, 
weighing  3,350 cwU,  and  thre^  hundred  and  forty- 
Dine  barrels  of  pot  ashes,  weighing  1,219 «wt.,  be- 
ing the  whole  of  her  careo.  A  bond  was  taken 
that  the  said  vessel  should  not  proeeed  to  a  port 
io  Fraoee  or  its  dependenjeies,  In  the  penalty 
of  eighty  thousand  dollars.  A  certificate  has 
been  retnrned  of  the  landing  of  the  cargo  afore- 
said, at  London,  signed  by  Samqel  Wtlliams.  me^- 
chint,  and  William  Lyman,  Consul  ^at  London* 
Her  register  was  granted  at  Plymouth,  on  the  I7th 
day  of  May,  1809,  No.  27 ;  and  she  had  from  (his 
office  a  Mediterranean  pass,  dated  17th  June, 
1809,  No.  87 ;  and  all  other  papers  requisite. 

The  ship  Arno  is  now  in  this  port,  and  Kemp- 
ion,  her  late  master.  H.  D. 

B.— Sztrsct  from  a  letter  of  Levett  Barrb,  Goristil  of 
the  United  BtaUtt  ^  8t  Peterrimrg,  to  Mr.  Smith. 

St.  PBTBRBnuRa,  Oct.  13,  {25]  1809. 
I  transmit jrou  herewith  the  papers  of^a  vessel 
called  the  Geortrin,  of  New  York,  arrived  at 
Archangel  fVom  New  fork,  the  register  whereof 
:)roriDg  false,  all  the  other  papers  I  judge  alike  to 
wtbesame^and  she  has,  therefbre,  been  condemned 
\>f  this  Grovemmeiit.  Another  vessel  called  the 
[Qtercourse  has  shared  the  same  fate;  but  the 
Ministry  have  not  yet  sent  iae  the^  papers. 

\— Bxtracts  of  a  letter  from  John  M.  Forbes,  Consul 
of  the  Umled  States  at  Hamburg,  dated        > 

ToNNiNGEN,  November  7, 1809. 

I  have  lutely  met  with  a  circumstance  which 
las  embarrassed  o^e  much.  The  ship  ^*Arno," 
}aptain  Kempton,  of  Boston,  known  to  have 
fft  that  port  on  the  18th  (17tn)  of  June,  with  a 
argo  of  pot  and  peatl  ashes,  lately  arrived  here 
irito  a  cargo  of  gum. 

I  berewitti  enclose  the  sea-letter  which  Oap- 
ain  Kempton  confessed  to  me  he  knew  to  have 
een  forged,  and  which  he  said  he  had^reason  to 
«lteve  was  executed  bjr  one  Van  Sander,  a  Jew, 
tear  Whitehall,  in  London,  who  is  known  in  the 
raffic  of  false  American  documents.  I  also  en- 
lose  the  -origiMi  leRer  of  instructions  of  Messrs. 
(tephen  Higginson  and  Co.,  owners  of  the  cargo. 

Boston,  August  21, 1809. 

Dear  Sir  :  You  being  master  qf  the  ship  Arno, 
)aded  by  us,  and  now  ready  for  sea,  we  have  to 
pquest  that  you  will  poceed  to  the  port  of  Ton- 
ingen  a?«  soon  as  possible,  where  you  will  inquire 
or  the  agents  of  Messrs.  Parish  and  Co.  of  uam- 
urg,  to  whoth  yoor  cargo  is  consigned.  You  will, 
r  course,  receive  instructions  from  those  gentle- 
lan  bow  to  proceed  as  to  landing  your  car^o,  &c,, 
nd  you  will  please  to  follow  them..  It  is  import- 
ot  to  jrourself,  as  well  as  us,  that  you  do  noth' 
ig  to  Tiolate  the  laws  of  any  of  the  belligerents ; 

1  which  case  you  will  not  be  likely  to  meet  with 
ly  interruption  in  your  voyage.  Wishing  you 
pleasaDt  p^ss^age  and  safe  return,  we  are,  sir  with 
(teem,  your  friends  and  servants, 

STEPHEN  HIGGINSON  4  Co. 

Capt.  ^ILLUM  KsMPtON. 


O.— Eitract  of  a  letter'  from  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  Consul*^ 
of ^e  United  Strtes  at  MUaga,  to  Afo.  Smith,  Secre- 
tary of  Stote,  dated 

November  25, 1809.  i 

A  few  days  ago  the  brig  Uforsight,  Christiair 
Boden,  master,  arrived  here  from  Poole,  with  Ai 
cargo  of  bale  goods  and  fish.    Although  her  pa- 
pers appear  to  be  in  perfect  order,  some  doubts  ex- 
ist in  my  mind  of  their  legality.    I  have  consulted* 
with  «ome  citizens  of  the  United  States  aotually 
here,  and  they  agree  with  me  in  opinion,  that  thie 
sip^natores  of  the  President,  yours,  collector  of  New- 
York,  and^  of  Joseph  Nourse,  are  so  well  done,, 
that  it  is  imjx>ssible.  to  discover  any  difierence- 
Under  this  impress,  I  have  determined  to  pass*  ' 
you  a  note  of  the  ship's  papers,  that  if  they  are? 
really  false,  you  may  take  such  measures  as  yoi> 
consider  proper  for  having  them  seized  on  by  the 
CooQsuls  in  Europe  where  .the  vessel  may  he 
found. 

Note. — The  ship's  papers  alluded  to  are  found 
to  have  been  fofged. 


DBNMARit. 


iCommanieated  to  the  Senate,  April  8, 1810.] 

Tothe  SetUOe  of  the  United  StaieB  : 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  eomidying  with  their  resoldtiou  of 
the  S2d  instant.   . 

JAMES  MADISON. 

March  90, 1810. 

» 

Department  of  State,  Afarc^  29, 1810. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith 
copies  of  all  the  letters  on  file  or  record  in  this 
Department,  which  relate  to  the  subject  of  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  22d  instant. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  the  papers  re* 
ferred  to  in  tne  fetter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  26th  of  November,  1800,  are  not  now  to  be 
found  in  this. Department.  ^I  have  the  honor  to 
be.  dec. 

R.  SMITH. 

The  President  of  the  United  States, 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  J,  MalihaH,  Secretary  of  State, 
to  Raohard  8odentr«m,  Esq.  ^ 

.      ^  November  26, 1800. 

.  SiR :  I  have  received  yoor  letters  of  the  24th 
and  25ih  instant,  accompanying  pne  from  the 
Governor  General  of  the  Danish  West  India  is- 
lands, bearing  date  of  the  6th  of  August  last. 

Be  assured,  sir,  that  the  Grovernment  of  the 
United  States  respects,  as  it  ought  to  do,  the 
friendship  and  flag  of  His  Danish  Majesty,  and 
will  not  intentionally  commit  an  act  which  may 
insult  the  one,  or  diminish  the  other.,  If.  in  any 
instance,  our  cruisers  have  violated  a  really  neu- 
trarflag,  they  have,  in  doing  so,  departed  from^ 
the  instructions  under  which  they  sail. 

U  is  not,  however,  to  be  disguised,  that  meana 
have  been  devised  by  which  the  Danish  flag  has 
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''been  used  iii  the  West  Iirdies  foV  fHirrtoses  which 
W€  believe  His. Danish  Majesty  would  not  coun- 
tenance. ^        , 

I  have  communicated  the  letters  from  yourself 
and  the  Oovernor  General  of  the  Danish  West 
India  islands,  to  the  Sedr^tary  of  the  Navy.  He 
informs  me  that  Lieutenant  Mal«y  has  been  dis- 
missed the  service  pHncipally  on  aecount  of  the 
improper  manner  in  which  he  has  conducted 
hiihseif  toi*ards  neutrals.    ^ 

With  resect  to  the  particular  case  of  the  Mer- 
xator,  it  is  certainly  advisable  to  prosecute  an  ap- 
peal. If  she  was  really  a  neutral  bottoip,  sh^  will 
irotj  it  is  presumed,  he  condemqed.  Without  de- 
ciding absolutely  that  the  United  States  will  or 
will  not  consent,  when  the  case  ishall  be  ulti- 
mately decided,  tp  pay  for  the  vessel  and  cargo  if 
con6scated,  we  are  certainly  not  sufficiently  in- 
formed at  present  to  take  ftny  responsibility  on 
ourselves,  in  the  event  of  an  unfavorable  issue  of 
that  affair. 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Richard  Boderstrom  to  the 

Secretary  of  3tate. 

Washinoton,  June  10, 1801. 

I  had  the  ho^r  of  laying  Ibefdre  the  late  Ad- 
ministration of  the  Government  o/  the  poited 
States  my  resfiectful  ciimplaints  of  certain  irreg- 
ularities and  violations  of  the  Danish  flag,  which 
had  been  commited  by  some  officersoflbe  Ameri- 
can Navyj  whilst  this  country  was  engaged  in 
maritime  hostilities  with  France.  My  represent- 
ations were  listened  to  with  the  attention  which 
t^e  subject  reqairedj^andl-had  every  reason  to 
ezpeet  that  justice,  such  as  Becomes  this  respee- 
table  nation,  would  b^  done  to  the  parties  ag- 
grieved. The'  changes  which  have  lately  tjaken 
plaqe  ih  the  Executive  Department  have  sus- 
pended for  a  while  the  effects  of  my'  application, 
out  have  not  diminished  my  prospect  of  success. 
I  have  a  sore  'pledge  of  it,  in  the  virtues  of  the 
great  character  who  now  fills  the  Presidential 
chair,  and  in  the  talents  and  integrity  of  those  in 
whom  he  has  plaeed  bis  confidence.  I  flatter 
myself  that  tbeadlustment  of  the  past  will  suffer 
so  nliuch  the  less  difficulty,  that  the  possibiliry  of 
aojr  future  ground  for  similar  complaints  is  now 
entirely  removed  by  the  restoration  of  amity  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  French  Repub^ 
lie.  With  full  confidence,  therefore,  in  the  mag* 
naoimity  and  justice  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment, I  shall  now  beg  leave  to  draw  your  atteik- 
tion  to  three  cases  of  capture  of  Danish  vessels,  in 
which,  I  conceive,  tliat  the  sufferers  have  a  right 
to  claim  a  just  indemnity  from  the  Goyernment 
of  the  United  States. 

The  first  case  is  that  of  the  schooner  Mercator, 
Captain  Toussaiirt  Lucas,  the  property  of  Mr. 
Jared  Shattuck,an  old  established  bureherof'tbe 
island  of  St.  Thomas,  and  subject  of  His  Danish 
Majesty.  This  vessel  being  on  |ier  way^  from 
St.  Thomas  toSuDomingo,  duly  documented  as 
a  Danish  vessel,  was  captured  on  the  high  seas 
by  Captain  Maley,  of  the  armed  schooner  of  the 
United  States,  Experiment,  under  the  real  or  pre- 


tended suspicion  of  her  being  mn  American 
sel.  cdvered  by  Danish  papers ;  a  aasptcion.  sir, 
which  nothing  could  warrant,  uoleas  jt  were  tbe 
English  sounding  name  of  the  vessel  and  hex 
owner— a  circumstance  common  to  most  vessels 
of  the  Danish  islands.  Two  dafs  after  she  had 
been  captured,  she  was  met  with  by  a  Britkh 
armed  snip,  who  took  and  carried  her  into  Ja- 
maica, where  she  was  condemned  as  prize,  with- 
out any  reasons  whatever  being  assigned  tor  ha 
condemnation, 

I  had  the  honor  of  writing  at  large  to  the  late 
Secretary  of  Stat^,  respecting  that  particular  case, 
on  the  24th  of  November  iasL  I  b^  leave  to 
refer  you  to  that  letter,  and  those  which  fol- 
lowed itj  copies  of  which  go  herewith.  In  those 
Utters  I  urged  the  claim  of  Shattuck  to  an  in- 
demnification  on  the  folloving  grouods: 

1st.  Because,  by  the  law  of  natioosy  no  country 
has  a  right  to  violate  a  friendly  flag,  or  to  arrest 
the  vessels  of  other  naiiooa  on  »the  high  seas,  o& 
suspicion  of  their  having  infringed  a  parely  mo- 
il icr  pal  law,  such  as  the  late  act  for  sospendiog 
the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
France.  There  is  but  one  instance  in  histarj  of 
a  claiti^  to  such  a  right  having  been  set  np  by  any 
Power.  It  was  when  Spain,  in  the  year  1739, 
searched  the  vesaeU  of  other  nations,  particitUrly 
those  i>f  England^  on  suspicion  of  their  being 
engaged  in  a  contraband  trade  with  her  colonies ; 
nay,  she  only  assuaged  to  search  them  within  a 
certaia  distance  from  her  coasts,  where  ahe  might 
have  claimed  ^  kind  of  jurisdiction. 
.  Nevertheless,  this  pretension  was  the  cause  of 
a  long  and  bloddy  war.bet ween  the  two  cooa tries, 
and  Spain  was  at  lait  obliged  to  give  np  the 
point.  The  speeches  of  the  great  Lord  Carteret, 
in  the  British  House  of  Peers,  on  that  occasion, 
contain  the  most  convincing  argument  in  favor 
of  the  doctrine  which  England  succeeded  in  es- 
tablishing for  the  benefit  of  the  world. 

2d.  Because  the  act  of  Congress,  on  which  the 
seizure  was  pretended  to  be  founded,  did  not  in 
any  manner  authorize  it,  as  it  only  authorized  the 
seizure  on  the  high  seas  of  vessels  of  the  United 
States;  a  technical  expression,  clearly  excluding 
vessels  sailing  under  the  flag  and  authority  m 
other  Powers. 

3d.  Because  the  vessel  being  unarmed,  there  was 
no  pretension  for  seizing  her  as  an  enemy  vessel; 
nor,  indeed,  could  the  cruisers  of  the  United  States 
sefze^a  neutral  vessel  under  any  suspicion,  by  the 
jue  beUi^  as  no  war  between  the  United  States 
and  any  country  had  been  declared  and  notified 
to  the  neutral  Powers,  nOr  did  the  limited  kind  of 
undeclared  warfare  in  which  the  United  States 
were  then  engaged  authorize  any  such  seizure. 

4th.  Because,  if  the  vessels  of  the  United  States 
had  a  right  (o  seize  Danish  vessels,  and  carry 
them  into  port  for  legal  adjudication,  they  were 
bound  to  protect  them  until  they  reached  the 
port  to  which  they  were  carry iog.,  and  not  to 
suffer  them  to  be  wrested  from  them  by  the  ves- 
sels of  any  Power. 

5th.  Because  it  is  a  doctrine  fully  established, 
that  the  captors  of  neutral  vessels  proceed  at  their 
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peril,  and  are  responsible  for  all  consequent  inja* 
ryaod  loss;  and  so  it  was  determined  by  tfa« 
Sapreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case 
of  Delcole  Arnold,  dd  Dalkuf  Eeporis,  334. 

These  and  other  arguments,  (and  amongst 
them  was  this,  that  no  appeal  nad  .or.  could  be 
made  by  Mr.  Shattuck,  and  if  the  same  was  not 
made  within  a  certain  time  all  would  be  lost,) 
which  I  urged  partljr  by  letters  and  partlr  in  the 
coarse  of  conversation  with  General  Marshall, 
appeared  to  him  sa  convincing,  that,  before  he 
retired  from  office,  he  had  given  me  reason  to  ex- 
pect that  Mr.  >8hattuck  would  receive  from  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  the  indemnity 
to  which  he  is  so  justly  entitled.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  same  principles  of  justice  will  be  found 
to  animate  his  successor.  The  war  which  has 
lately  broken  out  between  England  and  Den- 
mark leaves  no  hopes  whatever  of  obtainihg  any 
satisfaction  from  that  quarter. 

Copy  of  a  letter  ^om  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Richard 

8oderi9trom»  Esq. 

July  23, 180h   . 

Sib:  I  have  been  honored  with  vour  letter  of 
the  20th.  requesting  to  know  the  determination 
of  the  fizecutive  on  the  cases  of  three  Danish 
ressels  explained  in  your  letter  of  the  10th  ult. , 

Should  the  Ezecutrve.  on  an  investigation  of 
[hose  claims,  be  satisfied  that  compensation  is 
iue  to  the  Danish  subjects,  op  whose  behalf  they 
ire  made",  it  must  be  sanctioned  by  an  aporopri- 
ion  of  the  Legislature.  But  the  general  usage 
equires  that  redress  should  be  first  prosecuted^ 
adicially,  andyif  not  thus  obtained,  and  the  obli- 
rations  of  the  United  States  should  be  found, 
levertheless,  to  demand  that  compensation  sboulo 
>e  made,  the  circumstances  of  each  case  will  be 
io  clearly  ascertained  in  the  judicial  process,  as 
;o  enable  the  Government  to  do  justice  both  to 
uelf  and  to  others.  I  have  reason  to  conclude 
bat  this  course  will  be  the  more  Natisfactory  to 
rou,  as  your  observation  will  have  convinced  you 
)f  the  scrupulous  regard  to  the  rights  of  foreign- 
ers by  which  our  courts  of  justice  are  dtstin- 
ruished.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c. 

JAMES  MADISON. 


From  Mr.  Soderstrom  to  the  Secretsiy  of  8tofte« 

Pbiladblphia,  August  10, 1801. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  the  letter  y6a  have  hon- 
red  me  with,  dated  the  23d  ultimo.  I  was  well 
ware  that  the  Executive  of  the  United  States 
ould  not  pay  the  indemnities  claimed  by  the 
>anish  subjects,  until  appropriations  were  mide 
ly  the  Legislature  for  that  purpose. 

I  thought,  however,. that  in  the  mean  time  the 
>rineiples  applying  to  each  particular  case  might 
laTe  been  agreed  upon,  and  the  damages  liqui- 
lated  in  some  amicable  mode,  as  is  frequently 
one  in  Europe,  and  has  been  practised  by  the 
Lmerican  Government,  while  the  present  Presi- 
ent  was  Secretary  of  State,  particularly  in  the 
ase  of  the  William.  No  one  can  feel  a  higher 
espect  thtn^I  do  for  the  universally  acknowl- 


edged learning  and  integrity  of  the  judges  of  the 
United  States;  at  the  same  time,  I  cannot  -help 
coosideiring.it  as  a  peculiar  hardship  for  His 
Danish  Majesty's  subjects  to  be  compelled  to 
have  recourse  lo  tedious  and  expensive  judicial 
proceedings,  when  the  United  Stdtes  have  in  their 

fower  a  more  easy  method  of  doing  justice;  and 
hop)5  you  will  forgive  me^  sir^  if  I  presume  to 
differ  with  you  as  to  the  point  of  general  usage 
in  this  particular. 

At  the  same  time,  lam  fully  sensible  that  it  is- 
my  duty  to  submit  to  the  determination  which 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  made 
upon  this  subject,  although  my  doicig  so  will  be 
attended  with  considerable  hardship  and  difficulty,- 
particularly  in  the  case  of  Captain  Maley,  who, 
I  understand,  is  not  only  insolvent,  but  absent 
from  the  United  Slates. 

I  presume,  however,  thit  the  Government  of 
the  United  Slates  will  have  no  objection  to  facil- 
itate my  obtaining  justice  in  the  mode  which 
they  have  chosen,  by  instructing  Mr.  Attorney 
for  the  Pennsylvania  district^  or,  if  theV  thinx' 
proper,  Mr.  Attorney  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
to  appear  for  the  United  States,  and  defend  the 
suits  i  may  thitik  proper  to  institute  for  the  sev- 
eral claimants.  Should  they  accede  to  this  pro- 
posal, i  am  sure  that  they  will  not  lengthen  the 
proceedii^gs  by  unnecessary  appeals ;  but  that 
the  matters  in  variance  will  be  settled  in  as  short 
a  time  as  the  judicial  mode  of  investigation  will 
admit  of. 

I  beff  you  will  honor  me  wjth  atf  answer  to  this 
part  of  my  letter,  that  I  may  determine  without 
loss  of  time,  on  the -course  which  I  shall  have  to 
pursue.  '  , 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and 
high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHD.  SODERSTROM. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Richaid 

Soderstrom,  Esq. 

OcTQPES  27, 1801. 

8iR :  In  relation  to  the  complaints  you  have 
preferred  in  several  instances  of  capture  and  re- 
capture of  property  alleged  to  be  Danish,  against 
the  commanders  of  American  public  ships  of 
war,  it  is  my  duty  to  inform  you  that,  with  the 
sincerest  desire  to  avoid  anything  which  may 
procrastinate  a  d^ision,  and  under  a  just  imprea- 
sion  of  the  candor  and  liberality  which  your  man- 
ner of  acting  Would  brio^  into  the  discussion,  we 
are,  nevertheless^  restrained  by  the  necessity  of 
adhering  to  useful  and  established  forms,  to  con- 
sider the  Minister  resident  of.  Denmark  as  the 
only  proper  organ  of  the  Danish  subjects  in  mak- 
inflf  their  reclamations.  Whatsoever  regards  the 
solicitation  of  their  business,  in  a  judicial  form, 
after  principles  are  established  with  the  €h>vern- 
ment,  may,  however,  be  confided  to  your  man- 
agement, by  Mr.  Olsen,  with  great  propriety,  in 
the  usual  legal  nMthods.  In  the  mean  time,  I 
beg  you  to  be  assured  of  the  high  respect  with 
which  I  tate  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
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Mr.  OUwD  to  Um  Secntary  of  Stole. 

PaiLADBLPHiA,  Jwu  16,  1608. 

Sib:  'Mr.  Soderstrom  has  had  the  honor  of 
writing  to  yoo  on  the  subject  of  the  Danish  schoon- 
er Mereator,  which  was  unlawfully  captured  on 
the  hiffh  seas  by'  Captain  Maley  of  the  United 
States' armed  schooner-  Ezperiment,  and  after^' 
wards  lost  by  capture  from  a  British  armed  ves^ 
sel  while  under  the  protection  of  the  Amierican 
flaff.  He  represented  to  you,  that  Captain  Maley 
beine  out  oi  the  IJnited  States,  and  m  a  state  of 
insobrencyi  it  was  impossible  for  the  owner  of  the 
captured  property  to  seek  his  redress  against  him, 
and  requested  that  this  Government  would  point 
ottt  some  mode  by  which  satisfaction  might  be 
obtained. 

In  this  state  of  things,  sir,  it  becomes  my  duty 
to  interfere  ou  behalf  of  one  of  His  Majesty's  sub- 
jects, who  appears  to  have  greatly  sufiered.  in 
consequence  of  such  conduct  of  a  commissioned 
officer  of  the  United  States.  The  American 
Gtov^rnmeht  cannot  but  be  sensible  that  the  cap- 
tare  of  that  vessel  was  an  unjustifiable  violation 
of  the  flag  of  a  friendly  nation,  and  that  a  repara- 
tion n  due  to  the  party  injured ;  permit  me, 
therefore,  sir,  to  urge  Mr.  Soderstrom^s  request, 
that  some  mode.mav  be  pointed  out,  by  which' 
the  amount  of  this  loss  may  be  ascertained,  so 
that  the  party  may  receiye  full  and  complete  repa- 
ration for  the  iojilry  which  he  has  sustained. 
'    I  am,  with  great  respect,  d^c. 

BLICHER  OLSEN. 

Hon;  Jame9  Maoibon,  Secretary  of  State. 

3  » 

'  Ex  tracts — Mri  Olten  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

ApAtL  12. 18Q2. 

• 

Stft :  In  a  letter  I  had  tb^  honor  to  write  you 
on  the  16th  of  January  last,  I  took*  the  liberty  to 
lay  before  you  an  official  note,  statine  the  parti- 
cmrs  concerm'og  tlie  claims  of  one  of  the  King's 
my  master's  subjects,  against  Captain  Maley, 
commander  of  the  United  States' armed  schooner 
Experiment,  for  having  unlawfully  captured^and 
afterwards  allowed  to  be  recaptured  by  a  British 
armed  vessel  fcoQd  ander  his  protection,  the  Danish 
sehooner  Mercsktor ;  and  further,  as  the  said  Cap* 
tain  Maley  was  found  to  have  left  the  United 
States,  requesting  that  this  Government  would 
point  out  some  mode  by  which  the  owner  of  the 
caj^tured  property  might  obtain  justice  and  repa- 
ration for  the  loss  and  injury  he  has  sustained. 

Though  deeply  lamenting  the  necessity  of 
pressing  on  the  precious  moments  of  your  time, 
devoted  to  so  vast  a  number  of  other  pressing 
occupations  and  duties,  I  feel  it  nevertheless  in- 
dispensably incumbent  upon  me  to  torment  ybu 
once  more  on  this  subject,  and  to  repeat  my  de- 
mand to  be  favored  with  an  answer  acquainting 
me  with  the  means  employed  in  order  to  secure 
to  an  injured  countryman  of  mine  such  indemni- 
fication as  toe  impartial  laws  of  this  country  may 
deem  him  entitledf  to. 


lar  exertioae  in  similar  cases,  from  agents  ap- 
pointed under  yonr  directions,  ao  far  from  ap- 
prehending, any*  displeasure  on  yoar  paut  by 
this  my  repealed  seat  I  rather  flatter  myself  to 
meet  your  geaeroos  approbation ;  and  beg  leave 
to  assure  you,  sir,  that  a  true  sentimenc  of  per- 
sonal esteem-  for  your  generally  acknowledged 
principles  has  been  on  this  occasion,  and  sbtS 
henceforth  constontly  be,  an  additional  and 
powerful  indaeement  to  me  for  the  moat  vigilaat 
performance  of  my  duties. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  dbc.  - 

BLICHER  OLSEN. 

Hon.  Jamss  MAniaoN,  Suretary  a) 


Being  yourself,,  sir,  placed  in  a  statton  which 
gives  you  a  right  to  pireseribe  uni  to  expect  simi-  j     Pafaa  Buobbr  OLiBN,  Esq. 


EzCraet:— aeccetary  of  State  to  Mr.  OImb. 

Departabnt  or  State,  AprU  23,  18Q2. 

8ir:  Your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  preceded 
by  that  of  January  16th,  has  been  duly  received. 
The  ease  of  the  Mercator,  which  is  the  aubjeet  of 
both,  having  been  refert'ed^  with  miny  other  sub- 
jects, to  the  Attorney  Qeneral,  some  time  elapsed 
before  I  coohl  avail  myself  of  the  benefit  ofl^ 
observations;  and  as  an  apology 'for  the  sabse- 
qoent  delay,  I  most  ask  you  to  accept  the  presare 
of  bosiness  incident  to  the  present  season,  with 
some  advettticiona  circumstances,  which  have 
contributed  to  the  same  effect. 

According  to  the  usual  course,  injuries  com- 
mitted on  aliens  as  weU  as  citizens  ought  to  be 
carried,  ia  the  first,  instance  at  least,  before  the 
iribunalato  which  the  aggressors  are  responsible. 
In  these,  the  facts  can  ro  best  investigated,  aad 
the  points  on  which  the  qtieation  depends  be 
most  folly  bit>oght  into  view.  In  the  case  of  the 
Mercator,  it  is  the  more  proper  that  this  coune 
should  be  pursuedj  as  the  circumstances  slated  ia 
the  documents  give  so  imperfect  a  view  of  it 
Notwithstanding  the  absence  of  Captain  Maley, 
a  resort  of  this  kind  can  be  efi^ted  hf  primer  in- 
structions to  an  Attorney  of  the  United  States, 
which  will  be  given  as  soon  as  yon  shall  be 
pleased  to  signify  the  district  in  which  yon  wish 
the  judicial  proceeding  to  be  instituted. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  it  may  be  made  an  eventual 
question,  distinct  from  the  conduct  of  Captain 
Maley,  now  far  the  capture  of  the  Mercator, 
whilst  in  the  custody  of  the  Ameriean  prise- 
master  and  flag,  by  a  Britiah  armed  ship,  tke 
Qeneral  Stmooe,  ought  to  make  the  United 
States  rather  than  Great  Britain  liable  to  the 
Danish  claimants,  the  most  candid  conaideratioa 
will  be  given  to  whatever  observations  yoa  may 
please  to  make  with  a  view  to  show  that,  ooder 
such  circumstances,  the  law  and  usage  of  aatioos 
justify  the  pursuit  of  redress  against  the  United 
States,  instead  of  the  positive  anthc««  of  the  in- 
jury. By  that  law  and  the  usage  authorized  ^ 
It,  the  decisions  of  the .  President  will  be  scrnpo- 
lously- guided,  dbc.  dkc 

Accept,  -sir,  the  sincere  esteem  aad  consideia* 
tion  with  wbiefa  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &e. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
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Ms.  Qkm  (o  t])0  »Mretii7,  of  Steto. 

PaiLAPi^LPHiA,  Juine  6, 1802. 

Sir  :  b  your  letter  of  ibe  22d  April,  yoo  bave 
••en  pleased  to  observe  sir,  in  aaswer  to  nuae  of 
be  12th  of  the  same  mooth,  eoaceroing  the  cap-' 
are  oT  tbe  Daaith  ship  Mereator,  by  Captain 
liakley  of  tbe  United  States,  that  proper  ineirue- 
ions  sheold  be  given  to  an  attorney,  as  soon  as.I 
lad  sinified  the  district  in  which  I  wished  tbe 
odtcial  proceeding  lo  be  idstdtnied. 

As  for  the  present  moment  1  reside  in  tbe  city 
f  Philadelphia,  where  I  shall  be  at  hand  to  g^re 
Qstr actions  to  eonnsel,  !  take  the  liberty  to  pro> 
K>9e,  that  tbe  ease  may  be  inrestigated  in  tbe 
listrict  court  of  Pennsylvania,  which  I  suppose 
vill  be  ao  mnch  more  eligible  in  point  of  locat- 
ty,  as  it  is  tbe  8tat^  where  Captain  Malev  re- 
ided  at  the  time  of  the  capture, and  in.wbicn  be 
aay  id  his  absence,  perhaps,  be  most  legally  sued. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

BLICHBR  OLSEN. 

ilcMa.  JUa.  Mapi8oj||  iSfocr'y  i^8UxU» 


Prom  ths  Seeretsiy  of  Stste  to  A.  1.  Dallas,  Attornej 
Ibr  ^e  Distriet  of  t'ennsyWinia,  dated 

JbitB  16, 1802. 

SiA  :  Mr.  Olsen.  the  Danish  KTinister  Resident, 
las  complained  of  Captain  Maler'io  capturing  a 
3anish  Teesef,  the  Mercator,  whicb  was  afl^r- 
vards  lost  by  capture,  while  under  the  American 
Lag,  bjr  a  British  armed  vessel,  and  condemnation 
D  a  Hritisb  Court  of  Admiralty.  He  has  repre* 
en  fed.  also,  in  behalf  of  tbe  Danish  owner.,  that 
I^aptain  Maley  is  both  absent  from  the  Uniteld 
Elates  aod  in  a  state  of  insolvency,  and  requests 
bat  tbe  pro|>er  mode  of  redress  may  be  pointed 
tat. 

He  waa  informed,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
ibsence  of  Captain  Maley,  a  judicial  investiga- 
ioD  of  the  case  could  be  effected  through  an  at- 
orney  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  necessary 
teps  would  be  taken  as  soon  as  he  should  signify" 
he  district  preferred  by  hi  ok 

I  have  Just  received  an  answer  from  him,  re- 
loirioff  that  the  judicial  proceedings  may  be  bad 
n  Philadelpbia.  ' 

You  'wtll  plea^  therefore,  air,  to  concur  in 
DstitntiDg  the  proper  proceedinfirs,  by  appearing 
a  behalf  of  Captain  Maley,  in  wbose  defence  the 
Jolted  Slates  are  interested. 

I  enclose,  for  yoor  infongaatioa  on  the  subject, 
lie  proteatof  theseeond  lieateoant,  under  Captain 
laley«  ivbo  was  prizemaste^  of  the  Meroator,  and 
f  aBOihar  person  bteloftsiog  to  the  Experiment ; 
od  also  tbe  decree  of  tbe  British  Court  of  Vice 
idmiraltywbieb  condemned  the  Mercator.  These 
jre  the  only  doca^ente  which  I  am  able  to  for- 
ward for  tbe  purpose.    I  am,  very  respectfully, 

JAMES  MADISON. 


Mr.  Pedersen  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

pHiLAnfiLpHiA,  Dec.  11, 1806. 
SiB :  In  consequence  of  a  letter  received  from 
be   Gk>verBor  General  of  His  Danish  ftlaje&ty's 


West  Indian  islands,  respecting  tbe  case  of  Jared. 
Shattuck,  a  Danish  subject  and  burgher  of  tbe 
island  of  St.  Thomas,  owner  of  the  schooner  Mer- 
cator  and  cargo,  requiring  me  to  represent  the 
same,  in  order  to  obtain  from  the  American  Gov; 
emment  that  compen^tion  for  his  losses  whicb 
the  Supreme  Court  of  (he  United  Stales,  during 
its  last  session,, awarded  in  tbe  sum  of  $33,864  35, 
I  have  now  tbe  honor,  sir,  to  recommend  this  case 
to  youV  special  support  and  protection ;  and  I  can- 
not but  flatter  myself  that  my  application  to  von 
on  this  occasion  wilt  be  attendeq  with  the  fullest 
success,  when  it  is  considered  that  tbe  case  jn 
question  has  gone  throuffh  a  legal  investigation, 
and  that  the  highest  tribunal  of  justice  in  tbe 
United  States  has  decreed  the  above  sum  for  dam- 
age%  and  restitution*  But  1  abstain  from  making 
anyx)ther  observation  on  this  subiecl,  since  it  ap* 
pears,  from  your  report  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of'the  9tb  April  last,  that,  taking  into 
consideration  all  the  circomstanees  attending  this 
.case,  as  well  as  what  tbe  Legislature  has  done  in 
similar  cases,  it  is  your  own  opinion  that  provi- 
sion ought  to  be  made  for  the  jayment  of  that 
sum  and  tbe  costs  of  the  petitioner.  Congress 
being  now  in  session,  I  hope  it  will  adopt  a  reso- 
lution fotinded  on  this  representation  of  the  case, 
and  that  tbe  resalt  will  aiSbrd  a  conyincing  proof 
to  my  Court  that  tbe  friendly  disposition  of  the 
Government  of  tbe  United  States  perfectly  eor- 
respoBds  witb  that  whicb  the  King  my  master 
always. has  manifested  towards  them. 

I  avail  myself,  with  pleasure,  of  this  opporto- 
niiy  for  presenting  to  you  assurances  of  tbe  very 
distinguisbed  consideration  and  respect  wii  h  whicb 
I  have  the  honor  to  be^  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
bumble  servant,         PETER  PEDERSEN. 


ORBAT  BBITAIN^AMBRICAN  SEAMEN. 

[Gommanicated  to  tbe  House,  April  6^  1810.] 
7b  the  Hoiue  <if  Repreienioiivuof  the  Untied  States 

I  transmit  to  tbe  House  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  com  plying  ivith  th^ir  resolution  of 
tbe  26th  March.  JAMBS  MADISON. 

Apbil  4, 1810. 

DapABTlinrr  or  Statb,  ApfU  4, 1810. 

Agreeably  to  a  resolution  of'the  26th  March, 
requestins  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  that  House  such  informa- 
tion as  he  may  have  received,  touching  tbe  im- 
pressment of  American  seamen,  whibb  has  been 
communicated  to  the  Department  of  State  since 
tbe  last  report  made  to  the  Senate,  in  virtue  of  a 
resolution  of  that  body,  bearing  date  the  30tb  of 
November,  1807,  the  Secretary  of  State  has  the 
bonor  to  report  to  the  President,  that  accounts 
have  been  received  at  this  Department,  exclu- 
sively of  those  reported  by  tbe  agents  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States,  of  tbe  impressment  of  four  hundred 
and  sixty-two  seamen,  from  vesselsr  under  tbe 
American  fla^,  into  armed  vessels  under  tbe  Bril- 
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ish  flag,  sioce  the  period  referreJ  to;  that,  of  this 
number,  two  hundred  and  thirty-fire  are  proved, 
by  documents  in  this  office,  to  be  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  most  of  the  rest  claim  abo 
to  be  American  citizens. 

The  Secretary  has  lilcewise  the  honor  to  sab^ 
mit  the  abstract  marked  A,  of  all  the  returns 
received  at  this  Department  from  Gen*  Lyman, 
the  agent  of  the  United  States  in  London,  exhib- 
iting a  statement  of  all  the  applications  made  by 
him  to  the  British  Oorernment  for  the  discharge  of 
American  seamen,  from  the  1st  October,  1807,  to 
the*31st  March,  1809»and  showing  the  result  of 
these  applications.   . 

The  returns  from  the  agents  in  the  West  Indies 
are  very  incomplete;  those  actually  received  from 
them,  since  the  report  to  the  Senate,  containing 
an  account  of  forty-two  impressmenta  only  from 
American  into  British  vessels. 

The  Secretary  submits  herewith  an  extract  of 
m  letter  from  Q.  T.  Ladico,  (marked  BJ  acting 
as  Consular  Agent  of  the  United  States  at  Port 
Mahon,  on  the  sqbject  embraced  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Hpuse.    Respectfully  submitted. 

R..  SMITH. 


A. — An  a>straot  of  the  returns  or  lirts,  received  from 
General  Lymaa,  of  American  seamen  and  citisens 
-who  have  heeii  impreiised  and  held  on  board  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  ships  of  war,  from  the  Istof  Oe- 
tober,  1807,  to  the  3Ut  of  Marchrl 809,  showing  the 
nsult  of  his,  appUcatioiis  to  the  Adminl^  for  their 
disdiarge. 

Seamen  dUchar^ed^^t, 

Discharged  and  ordered  to  he  discharged 
Duplicate  applications  -       .       ^       . 


J)ocumenU  irm^icient— refuted  discharge. 
Protections  from  Consuls  and  Vice  Conaals  64 
Notarial  and  other  affidavits  made  in  U.  8.  -  ® 
Disc  ha  rges'from  King's  ships  -  -"  •  4 
Collectors'  protections  -  -  ^  -  -8 
Documents  from  the  Department  of  State  -  15 
Certificate  of  birth    .    -       -        .        -        .     i 

Oiker  miaceUoneoui  ocuea. 
Not  oD  board  the  ships  as  stated  <-        *        -   S3 
Deserted       --" 32 

Drowned  i-  v  -  .  -  .  -  -  i 
Stated  to  be  oh  board  ships  not  in  commissioii  1 
Stated  to  be  on  board  ships  oo  foreigo  stations  4S 
Referred  to  the  Transport  Board  -  -  -  1 
Applicatiions  unanswerejd  -  -  -  -103 
Invalided     -        -'-        -        -        -        -21 


ToUl 


903 


387 
30 


Refused,  to  be  dtMcharged. 

Having  no  documents 11 

Said  to  be' born  in  England  or  Ireland  •  -  91 
Having  voluntarily  entered  -  -  -  -  34 
Married  in  England  or  Ireland  -  *  -  7 
Exchanged  as  a  prisoner  of  war  -  -  -  1 
Being  totally  ignorant  of  the  United  States  -  5 
Being  deserters  -  •  -  -  *  -  4 
Being  taken  in  privateers  -  -  -  -  .  5 
Not  being  Americans  .  -  ...  2 
Being  itnpostors,  with  fraudulent  protections  11 
There  being  no  ground  to  believe  them  Amer- 
ican citizens     -  2 

Being  taken  wheti  defrauding  the  revenue  *  2 

Having  Erased  protections   -        -        -  "*     -  2 
Having  been  sent  into  His  Majesty's  service 
by  the  masters  of  the  vessels  to  which  they 

belong,  for  mutiny    -       r       -       -       ,-  2 

Protections  taken  from  them        -        -        -  4 
Being  Irishmen,  and  having  beeki  sent  into' 
His  Majesty's  service  by  the  civil  power, 

for  misdemeanors     -        -        -       f        -  2 
Not  answering  descriptions,  given  in  their 

protections        -        -        -        -        -        '44 

Being  a  prisoner  of  war       -       -       -       -  .  1 

Being  born  in  the  West*  Indies    -     •  -        -  3 

Being  a  native  of  Canada    .        •        -        -  1 

Being  a  native  of  Hanover  -'      -       -       •  1 


B. — ^Extract  of  a  letter  from  G.  T.  LsmUoo^  Conmlsi 

Agent  of  the  United  States  at  Port  Mahon,  to  tfe 

Secretary  df  Stote,  dated 

Decembeb  10, 1809L 

I  find  myself  under  the  necesstty  to  inform  yoo, 
that  several  American  aeamen^  impressed  and  de- 
tained in  some  English  men-of-war,  have  applied 
to  me  in  order  to  obtain  from  their  respective 
commanders  their  liberty,  that  they  might  mora 
to  the  United  States.  The  want  of  a  Coasal 
General  in  the  Balear  islands,  since  the  depart- 
ure df  John  Martin  Baker,  Esq.,  late  Consul,  who 
did  die  the  honor  to  itppoint  me  Tice  Consul  in 
this  islaad,  and  my  zeal  for  whatever  concerns 
the  advantage  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
in  every  regard,  have  induced  me  to  officiate  with 
Admiral  Lord  Colling  wood  on  accoont  of  said 
claims,  to  which  he  answers,  dated  Port  Mahoa, 
the  4th  December,  1809 : 

''  AH  applications  relative  to  subjects  of  the 
United  States,  who.  mav  be  serving  iatbe  fleet 
under  my  command,  should  pass  through  the 
Amierican  Minister  in  London,  before  I  take  cog- 
nizance of  them." 


STATE  OF  THE  FINANCEa 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  the  2d  of  Jane,  1809.] 
Treaburt  Dspartment,  Jwne  1, 1809. 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  net  sop- 
plementary  to  the  act,  entitled  ''An  net  to  estab- 
lish the  Treasury  Department,"  the  Seeretary  of 
the  Treasury  respectfully  submits  the  fbilowiag 
report : 

The  net  revenue  arising  from  duties  en  mer- 
chandise and  tonnage,  ivhich  acerucd  during  the 
year  1807;  ainounteo,  as  appeared  by  the  last  aa- 
nval  statement,  to  $16,060,000. 

A  correct  statement  of  that  revenue,  for  the 
year  1808,  cannot  be  prepared  at  this  time,  bet 
may  be  estimated,  as  will  appear  by  the  estimate 
A,  to  about  $10,270,000.       .    . 

The  revenue  arising  from  the  same  sonieo^ 
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which  aeerocd  4uriog  tht  fim  quarter  of  thip 
yeifjdid  not  much  esctied  one  million  of  dollars; 
tod  alibottgh  considerable  importations  may  be 
expected  from  Great  Britain  and  the  West  Indies, 
darJDg  the  last  sii  months  of  this  year,  yet,  con* 
tideriDg  that  there  will  be  no  arrivals  fcona  ChiiMi 
and  the  Bast  Indies,  and  the  situation  of  the  com- 
mercial  intercourse  of  the  Unfted  States  with  the 
rest  of  the  world,  it  is  not  pvobable  that  the  re?- 
eotte,  accruing  during  the  year  1B09,  will  exceed 
that  of  the  irear  1808. 
The  specie  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st  Oeto- 

>   ber,  1808,  amount^  to       -       -  $13,846,717  52 

I  And  the  receipts,  during  the  laftt 
three  months  of  that,  year,  as 
appears  by  the  statement  B,  td     3,688,316  99 

17,433,034  61 


The  disbursenaents.  ddring  the  same  period,  have 
amounted,  including  96,106,000,  paid  in  reim- 
borsement  of' the 'principal  of  the  public  debt, 
to 87,491,339  79 

Learing  a  balance  in  the  Treasury, 
00  the  Ist  January,  )809,  o/       -    9,941,694  72 

17,433,034  61 


The  cash  in  the  hands  of  collectors  and  receivers, 
and  the  OQtstanding  revenue  bonds^  amounted, 
on  the  Ist  Jaouaryr,  1809,.  to    -        -  $9,880,000 

From  which,  dedactioff  for  the  e^j^pen- 
ses  of  collection  and  for  the  draw- 
backs payable  during  the  year  1809    3,000,000 

Leave9,  for  the  probable  receipts  of  the 
year  18Q9,  exclusively  of  the  incon-  ' 

siderable  sums  which   may  be  re-. 
ceived  on  account  of  the  revenue 
accrotng  during  that  year,  a  sum  of   6,880,000^ 

Making,  together  with  the  balance  in 
the  Treasury,  oq  the  1st  of  January, 
1809,  of  -      •  -        -       -       -       -   9,941,000 

«      1.1 

An  ageresate  of  sixteen  millions  eight 
hooareu  and  twenty  one  thousand 
dollars,  applicable  to  the  expendi- 
tures of  thts  year    ...       916,821,000 

The  expenses  of  the  year  1809  are^  in  conformity 
with  the  existing,  appropriations,  estimated  at 
fourteen  millions  &vt  htHidred  thousand  dol- 
lars, consisting  of  the  following  items: 

Civil  list,  including  the  expenses  of  this  session 
of  Congress,  miscellaneous  expenses  -and  for- 
eign intercourse      •        -       -        -$1,342,000 

Military  and  Indian  departments,  viz : 

Appropriation  for  the  Army  and  the 

lodian  department       -  2^766,000 

Do.  for  foitifications         -    476.000 

Arms  and  military  stores      650,000 

3,790,000 


Naval  Department,  this  year's  appro- 


pnation 


Public  debt  (91,547,000  of  the  appro- 


2,915,000 


priation  of  98^000,000  for. the  year 
1809.  having'  been  paid  in  advancia 
in  toe  year  1808,  in  order  to  effect 
the  reimbursement  of  th^  whole  of 

the  eight  per  cent,  stock)  .       -       -   6,453,000 

■ 

914.500,000 

It  mtist,  however,  be  observed,  that  the  estimate 
of  the  sums,  payable  in  the  course  of  this  year, 
oa  account  of  drawbacks,  is  conjectural;  ana 
that  the  exportations,  particularlv  of  colonial,  pro- 
duce, would,  if  the  restrictions  laid  by  the  Con- 
tinental Powers  of  Earope  on  neutral  commerce 
were  removed,-  produce  a  much  greater  defalca« 
tion  in  the  net  receipts  into  the  Treasury  than  the 
sum  assumed  in  ihe  preceding  estimate.  In  order 
to  guard  against  any  inconvenience  arising  frpm 
that  contingency,  and  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
always  a  moderate  sum  in  the  Treasury,  it  may 
be  necessary  to  borrow  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount 
of  the  principal  of  public  debt  which  will  be  re- 
imbursed during  th^.year,  and  whicn  will  exceed 
three  millions  of  dollars,. 

By  the  tenth  and  nineteenth  sections  of  the  act 
making  further  provision  for  the  support  of  pub* 
lio  credit,,  and  for  the  redemption  of  the  public 
debt,  passed  on  the  3d  of  March,  1795^  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund  are  authorized, 
fromtimeio  time,  to  borrow;and  theUnited  States 
Bank  to  lend,  sums  equal  to  the  reimbm»emeat 
of  the  public  debu'  But  scfme  doubts  having 
arisen  whether  the  powers  vested  ,bj  those  two 
sections  a^  applicaole,  to  the  new  six  per  cent. 
stocks,  k  is  desirable  that  the  authority  should  be 
expressly  extended,  by  law,  to  Hiarease;  and  no 
other  provision  seems  necessary  for  the  public 
service  of  this  year. 

It  would  be  premature  to  attempt,  at  this  time, 
an  estimate  of^  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
the  year  1810,  It  is  sufficient  to  observe,  that, 
although  the  receipts  may  exceed  those  of  the 
present  year,  it  is  highly  improbable  that  they 
should  be  equal  to  the  expenditures  of  that  year, 
which,  unless  the  Military  and  Naval  Establish- 
ments should  be  reduced,  will  amount  to  sixteea 
millions  of  dollars.  But  it  is  believed  that  the 
revenue  will,  aHer  that  year,  be  adequate  to  dis- 
charge the  annual  expenses. 

Ail  whicn  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


PROTECTION  TO  MANUFACTURBS. 

[Oommuttioatad  to  the  House,  June  7,  1809.] 

To  the  honorable  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  the  petition  of  the  subscribers,  manufac- 
turers of  hemp  into  linen,  and  inhabitants  of 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  reipectfully  showeth ; 

The  subscribers  having,  since  the  passage  of  the 
acts  commonly  called  i&  ^'embargo"  and  "non- 
imporution  acts,*?  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
hemp  into  linen,  and  many. of  them  havinsr  ex* 
pended  great  part  of  their  respective  capitius  in 


3171 


AFPSaXBH. 


sm 


PreiKikmio  MkMi^iaeimrm. 


3=:: 


preparing  machiiwrf  and  erecting"  bnild fogs  to 
carry  on  the  same,  be^  leave,  opoo  the  approach 
t)£  a  new  state  of  aflairs,  to  call  their  situatioa  to 
the  atteotioQ  of  yoar  honorable  bodf .  Whilst 
they  rejoice,  in  common  with  their  fellow  citizeno, 
that  the  returniog  sense  of  justice  of  one  of  the 
^eat  beltigereDt  Powers  of  Europe,  as  displayed 
ih  some  recent  commuoicatioas  to  our  Govero- 
mentf  afibrds  a  hope  that  our  country  may  escape 
tlie  calamities  of  war,  the^r  must  be  permitted  to 
atate  that  this  cause  of  national  rejoicing  will,  in 
All  haman  probabililf ,  be  greatly  oppressive  to 
them.  Their  establishments  haTegrownoqt  of  our 
differences  with  foreign  nations*  The  "  non-ira- 
portation  -act,"  which  passed,  as  your  petitioners 
Always  understood  ieis  much  to  chao^  the  di- 
rection of  some  of  the  national  cajNt^l  from  com- 
mercial to"  aanufactnrtn^  pursuits,  as  with  a 
view  to  bring  a  great  foreij^n  Power  to  a  sense  of 

i'luttoe,  by  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  coarse 
inea,  dec*  into  the  United-  States,  gave  being  to 
their  mannfectories;  and  with  the  further  patro- 
nage of  yoar  honorable  body,  will^  beyond  all 
.  doubt,  rapidly  increase  in  the  Western  country. 
Already  there  is  manufactured,  in  Kentucky,  a 
qnantity  of  tiding  linen  sufficient  for  the  consump- 
tion of  the  greater  part  of  the  cotton  country; 
other  maaufaetories  are  erecting,  and  several  cit- 
izens are  extending  their  views  to  finer  linens  and 
sail  cloth.  Such,  however,  is  the  superiority  of 
BuTopean  capital  and  arts ;  such  the  cheapness  of 
labor  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;  such  the  aid 

S'ven  there  to  manufactures  by  bounties  from  the 
overnment ;  sifch  the  obstacles  which  an  Amer- 
ican manufacturer  has  to  combat  and  overcome  ; 
and  Btioh  the  lessons-  furnished  by  experience ; 
that  your  petitioners  forebode  the  annihilation  of 
their  respective  establishments,  unless  some  aid 
if  afforded  them,  at  this  moment,  by  the  interpo- 
sition of  Congress. 

That  this  protection  of  your  honorable  body 
will  be  given  to  them  at  the  present  moment,  they 
are  the  more  persuaded,  when  they  ireview  the 
pfbeeodings  or  every  Couffress  which  has  sat, 
since  the  formation  of  the  Federal  Constitution. 
Bvery  law  which  has  been  enacted ;  every  dec- 
laration which  bas  come  to  the  people,  from  that 
iiuarter  $  has  ehown  it  to.be  the  wish  of  Cpngress 
to  make  the  United  States  independent  of  the 
world,  as  to  articles  of  the  first  necessfty.  as  she 
is.  in  her  political  rights  as  a  nation.  And  for 
this  purpose  Congress  have  laid  duties  upon  all 
raw  or  manufactured  articles,  to  an  extent  suffi- 
cient to  proliibit  tbeir  importation,  whenever  it 
was  ascertained  that  the  country  could  produce 
a  sufficiency  for  bpm^  consttmpiioa.  And.  in 
sojue  instances,  protecting  duties  have  been  laid 
with  such  efficacy,  as  nolonlvtoproduce.intemal 
manufactures!  sufficient  for  the  supply  of  the  de- 
mand at  home^  but  to  become,  also,  articles  of 
considerable  amount  in  the  scale  of  our  exports. 

Not  merely,  hgwever,  have  Con|[ress,  in  laying 
prohibitory  or  protecting  duties,  evinced  a  dispo- 
sition to  encourage  this  species  of  doin^tic  in- 
dustry, but  that  body  has  also  granted  bounties  to 
encourage  the  industry  of  an  isolated  part  ot  the 


Union-^  species  of  indnsiry,  to<x  in  which  biti 
small  portion  of  the  citixeas  eoold  parti«ipiie- 
the  fisheries.  Far  be  it  from  the  snbseriben  to 
repine  at  a  policy  of  this  kind,  beesmse  it  eodd 
not  have  an  operation  upon  them,  or  affisec  (k 
great  mass  of  the  people.  Thev  have  no  vtA 
views :  for,  they  well  know  that  tbe  United  Sua 
compose  an  extensive  nation ;  thmt  her  citJoa 
are  scattered  aver  an  immeftse  extent  of  coestn. 
harittg  varioas  soils  and  elimateL  milh  fmmk 
adapted  or  varied  to  their  different  local  sitattioiL 
Ana  a  Gtover^ meat,  ffamtng  laws  for  this  scat- 
tered popttlation,  must  necessarily  eoasak  rk 
wants  and  necessities  of  every  part  •f  it,  to  pn- 
mote  the  general  good  of  jthe  Whole.  A  reieroKc 
to  the  report  of  If  r.  Secretary  Jefferooa  willeriBce 
that  enlarged  and  liberal  views  of  this  kind  ii- 
duced  Congress  to  grant  bounties  to  the  fitherie. 
Bnt  views  of  another  nature  seem  also  to  ban 
io&flenced  that  body.  The  anooon^aiDaantt  giro 
to  their  own  fishermen,  by  foreign  nations,  aui 
the  restrictioas  laid  upon  their  oils,  uid  fi^  in 
foreign  ports,  had  threatened  the  fisheries  witk 
destruction ;  and  the  question  aanae  before  Coo- 
gross,  whether  that  business  should  be  absodooed 
entirely,  or  supported  by  the. nation  atlsife.  The 
same  ques lion  the  subscribers  consider  ts  ocear- 
ring  in  the  present  instance;  In  dependent  of  the 
superiority  which  the'  British  maanfactoRr  pos- 
.sesses,  in  toe  low  price  of  labor,  the  experience  and 
skill  of  his  workmen,  and  the  strength  of  kisesp- 
ital,  he  enjoys  advantages  which  are  not  kaowB 
to  an  American  manufacturer,  in  the  boanties 
given  by  Ghivernment  to  those  who  grow  tbe  nv 
material,  and  to  those  who  export  the  miBofie- 
tured  article.  Whether  an  Americaa  mano&e 
turer  can  resist  a  combination  of  advantages  so 
unfavorable  to  his  interests,  without  aid  from 
Gk)vern meat,  appears  to  the  petitioners  as  prob- 
lematical indeed. 

Your  petitioners  deem  it.  material  torepreseoL 
that  the  non-importation  act,  by  crestiBg  a  de- 
mand for  the  anicles  which  that  act  prohibited^ 
has  changed  the  direction  of  mach  capital,  and 
caused  the  erection  of  buildings,  which  must  now 
become  waste^  without  the  interposition  of  Cob- 
gress.  That  if  it  be  important  to  encourage  maa- 
ufacturea,  and  if  they  promote  national  vrealtb, 
by  eneouraffing  internal  industry;  if  they  keep 
money  at  home,  by  preventing  it  from  goiu 
abroaa  for  foreign  productions  ;  if  they  gire  Hr 
to  the  industry  of  the  farmer,  the  planter,  aod  the 
mechanic ;  there  can  be  no  question  upon  the 
subject.  This  is  the  time  to  encourage  them  ef- 
fectually. If  those  whi^h  are  erected  be  sufiered  (o 
go  to  waste ;  if  those  feceotl^  established  die  with 
the  law  which  gave  them  being;  an  age  wtUpia 
away  before  other  citixens  will  etnbark  in  the 
same  business.  Ill  success,  upon  the  part  of  ow 
manufacturer,  will  prevent  others  from  engagiB^ 
in  tbe  same  pursuits ;  siiccess  thst  crowns  erery 
measure  with  popularity,  produces  herds  of  ioi- 
tators  and  followers. 

Nor  cs^n  it  be  an  tmimportant  eonsrdentia 
with  Congress,  that  the eneouriigement  of  doffles* 
tic  manoftetores  wlU  hare  a  tendency  to  tiav 
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)laot  the  arts  and  eaj^iul  of  Barope  to  tUfleoon- 
ry,  by  holdiag^  oat  inducemeau  to  ajrtitts  and 
MDafactorers  to  rvmove  bete. 
The  subscribert  cannot  quit  the  subject  i^itb- 
ui  some  remarks  upon  tbe  peculiar  situation  of 
he  couDtry^  in  which  they  live.  Kentaekjr  is 
ieh  io  soil,  but  at  a  distance  from  the  seas.  She 
s  capable  of  producing  hemp  for  the  whole  sup- 
ply o[  the  United  Slates— «n  article  perhaps  ms 
noch  wanted  aa  anf  other^  both  by  thie  Gorern- 
leat,  and  by  prirate  eitizenS|  engaged,  in  every 
arsuit  in  life;  which,  to  an  enormous  aaoount, 
i  aBDually  imported  from  the> northern  paruof 
Curope,  and  which  cannot  easily  be,  procured,  in 
as«  of  war.  If  the  manufacturers  4>f  Kentucky 
rere  sufficiently  encouraged,  they  would  induce 
he  farmers  toe  ultivateit,  so  as  to  furnish  a  nerer- 
liliog  resource,  whether  in  pence  or  war.  The 
roiimity  of  Kentucky  to  Ohio  mndJndiaiia  sub- 
eetB  her  to  continual  drains  of  treasure  for  Uni* 
ed  Stales'  lands.  Lar|;e  sums  are  annually  taken 
ff  for  foreign  productions,  and  merchants  in  the 
Vilantic  States,  who  are  the  real  collectors  of 
be  rerenue,  for  Kentucky,  her  ^^ta>to  the^Trca- 
ury.  Protected  as, she  is  by  the  Un^oa',  with 
his  arrangement  she  is  satisfied.  But  when  the  < 
shermen-of  the  Jlast  are  noc  only  encouraged  by 
rotectio^  duties,  but  also  by  bounties;  when, 
ompemtively  speaking,  no  public  moneys  are 
ipeDded  here,  but  all  at  Waehington,  atid  on  the 
aaboard,  in  salaries,  buildin^s^  fortifications,  upon 
be  Army,  and  on  the  Nary,  for  the  protection  of 
MDmerce,  in  which,  from  her  local  and  insular 
itsation,  she  cannot  participate;  she  would  be 
euer  pleased  if  she  was  indemnified,  for  these 
iiadraniag^s,  by  some  encouragement  of  her 
idustry ;  and  that,  pech^M,  can  beet  be  done, 
rtth  public  benefit,  oy  protecting  duties  to  the 
lanafactore  of  what  promises  to  be  her  staple 
rtjcle.  .  Wherefore,  dbc. 

JOHN  ALLEN,  and  others. 


COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  SINKING  FUND. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  June  33, 1809.] 
TRE46URT  Dbpartmbmt.  /ttfic  20, 1809. 

8ib:  I  have  the  honor,  in  obedience  to  the 
solution  a(  the  House  of  Kepreeeaiatives  of  the 
7th  instant,  to  transmit  copies  of  the  following 
ocuments,  y'iz  : 

A.  Proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
iokiof  Fund,  at  a  meeting  held  on  I8th  March, 
309^  directing  the  application  9i  a  sum,  not  ex* 
sedmg  S2;35O,00O,  to  the  reimbursement  of  the 
rincipal  of  the  exchanged  six  per  c^nt.  stocky 
ad  authorizing  the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury  to 
orrow,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of 
)e  United  States,  and  in  conformity  with  the 
rorisions  of  the  lOth  section  of  the  act  **  making 
trther  provision  for  the  support  of  public  credit, 
id  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt,''  a  sum 
laal  to  that  of  the  principal  of  the  exchaa^fcd 
X  per  cent,  stock,  which  might  be  thus  reim* 
irsed. 


B.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
te  the  Preetdent  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
dated  21st  March,  1809,  inquiring  whether  the 
proposed  loan  might  be  obtained  from  the  bank ; 
and,  also,  whether  the  bank  would  assent  to  a 
cotemporaneous  reimbursement  of  the  w4ki16^ 
amount  of  exchanged  six  per  cent,  stock  dwned 
by  that  institution. 

C.  Answer  of  the  Prceident  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  dated  24th  March,  1809,  stating 
that  it  appears  to  the  Board  of  Directors  that 
thev  are  net  amthbrized,  by  the  act  of  1795,  to 
make  a  loan  for  the  reimbursement  of  the  stock 
created  br  the  act  of  1807  ;r  that  the  bank  will 
agree  to  the  loan,  provided  it  is  not  waated^  for  a 
more  distant  period  than  the  time  when  the 
preeeat  charter  of  the  bank  will  expire  |  and  pr^ 
Fided,  also^  a  law  he  obtained  giving  them  an* 
thority  to  make  it;  and  that  the  board  prefer  a 
retmburBcment  of  only  so  much  of  the  exchanged 
six  per  cent,  stock  which  they  own,  as  may  fail 
to  the  lot  of  the  bank. 

D.  Proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  26th 
December,  1795,  aothorizin^  a  loan  of  $500,000, 
pursuant  to  the  first  section  of  the  act*  abov«> 
mentioned,  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1796. 

S.  Cobtmct  with  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates,  dated  31st  December,  1795,  for  a  loan  of 
9500,000,  obtained  from  thut  institution,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  last  mentioned  proceeding^  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 

F.  Proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  a,t  a  meeting  held ,  on  the  15lh 
December,  1798,  authorizing  a  loan  of  $200,000^ 
pursuant  to  the  prorisions  of  the  act  above- 
mentioned,  passed  tke  3d  of  March,  1795. 

Q.  Contract  with  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  dated  17th  December,  1798,  for  a  loan  of 
$200,000,  obtained  from  ihat  institution,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  last  mentioned  proceedings  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  ^ 

No  othei^  loans  have  ever  been  obtained  under 
either  the, first  or  tenth  section  of  the  act  of  3d 
March,  1795 ;- nor  can  I  find,  in  the  minutes  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  any 
other  proceedings  touching  the  exercise  or  con« 
strnction  of  the  duties  or  powers  contained  in 
those  sections. 

It  appears  by  the  document  A,  that  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  at  their  meeting 
of  the  18th  March,  1809,  construed  the  words. 
*^  public  debt,''  in  the  10th  section  of  the  act  of  3d 
March,  1795,  as  embracing  the  exchanged  six 
per  cent,  stock;  and  considered  the  section,  gen- 
erally, aa  anthoriziog  them,  to  borrow,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  President,  the  slim  requisite 
for  the  reimbursement  of  that  part  of  the  princi* 
pal  of  the  public  debt,  if  tfaiere  was,  in  their 
cpinion,  reason  to  apprehend  that  all  the  de* 
mands  on  the  Treasury,  including  such  reim- 
bursement, could  not  be  discharged  unless  a  loan 
to  that  amount  was  obtained. 

I.  The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
did  not  decide  that  the  words  "  public  debt,"  in 
Ihat  acctioBy  CMipnhendcd  any  debt  which 
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not  exist  ob  the  3d  day  of  March,  1705,  wheo  the 
law  was  passed;  nor  even  any  portion  of  the 
debt  then  existing.  wJiich  might  (as  In  the  case 
of  the  three  per  cent,  stock,  icoov^ted,  by  virtue 
of  the  act  of  llih  Febrtiary,  1807,  into  a  six  per 
cent,  stock)  have  been  subsequently  altered,  either 
in  the  amount  of  it^  capital,  or  in  the  rate  of  in- 
terest payable  thereon.  The  construction  which 
they  gave  to  the  law,  applied  only  to  the  six  per 
cent,  stock,  issued  by  virtue  of  the  3d  section  of 
the  act  of  Uth  'February,  1807,  in  exchange  of 
the  old  six  per  cent,  or  deferred  stocks.  No  alter- 
ation whatever  wa*. produced  by  that  exchange, 
either  in  the  amount  of  principal,  in  the  rate  of 
interest,  in  the  time  of  paying  th«  interest,  or  in 
the  manner  of  transferring  the  debt.  The  only 
change  is  the  ^manner  in  which  the  principal 
should  be  reimbursed;  4ind  that  certainly  did  not 
•Iter  the  nature  of  the  debt.  This  exchanged 
atock  is,  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commis- 
sioners, precijMly  the  same  debt  which  existed  in 
March,  1795,  and  to  which  the  powers  vested  in 
them^  by  that  act,,  are  strictly  applionble.  But, 
although  the  grounds  on  which  a  different  opinion 
was  entertained  by  the  bank  are  not  to  this  mo* 
ment  understood,  it  appeared  eligible,  in  a,  ease 
where  doUbts  were  suggested,  to  apply  to  Coo* 
gress  for  an  explanatory  act,  and,  in  tb/6.  mean- 
while, to  euspend  any  further  proceedings  re- 
ioectrng  the  proposed  loan.  The  resolution  of 
Ihe  Gomrai^sionefs  of  the  jinking  Fund  has  n'ot, 
therefore,  been  yet  submitted,  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States  for  his  approbation. 

IL  The  Commissionei's  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
are.  by  the  10th  section  of  the  act.  of  3d  March-, 
1705,  empowered  and  required,  if  necessary,  to 
borrow,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  the  sums  requisite  for  the  re- 
imbursement of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt. 
The  general  expressions^  "if  necessarv,''  have 
been  taken  by  the  commissioners  as  conaning  the 
power,  thus  vested  in  them,  not  to  the  case,  when 
the  sums  which  they  are  directed  to  pay,  annu- 
ally, might  exceed  the  probable  receipts  into  the 
Treasury  for  that  year,  but  to  that  of  those  re- 
ceipts being  insufficient  to  discharge  all  the  an- 
nual expenditures,  including  the  payments  of  the 
Sinking  Fund.  The  question  of  priority  of  pay- 
ment in  favor  of  that  fund  was  ncjt  talcen  into 
considerat ion,. because,  althoiigh  the  obligation  to 
pay,  at  this  time,  eight  millioiis  of  dollars,  annu- 
ally, bn  that  account  is  indisputable,  it  is  equally 
necessary  that  all  the  other  expenses,  authorized 
and  directed  by  Congress,- should' be  paid.  The 
meaning  and  object  of  the  section  appeared,  ^in- 
deed. #0  obvious,  that  no  doubt  had  suggested 
itself  on  that  subject  pievious  to  its  late  dis- 
cussion. 

The  first  section  of  the  act  anthorizet  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  borrow*  from 
time  to  time,  such  sums,  in  anticipation  of  the 
revenues,  Tnot  exceeding,  in  one  year,  one  million 
of  dollars,)  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  payment 
of  the  interest  on  the  public  debt.  The  restric- 
tive word  is  the  same  in  this  as  in  the  10th  sec- 
lion  of  th«  act.   If  it  ha  inaiated  that  the  neeeiatty 


of  borrowing  can  never  exist  in  this  case^nies 
the  revenues  appropriated  should  fall  short  of  tbe 
sums  payable  on  account  of  tbe  interest,  iben 
has  been  no  year,  since  the  law  passed,  io  viiicii 
such  loan  could  have  been  legally  made.  Ii  fill 
appear,  by  reference  to  the  documeni«  D  and  S. 
thaHn  December,  1795,  a  loan  of  $900,000  vt*. 
by  virtue  of  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  k 
March.  1795,  authorized  by  the  Commissiooen 
of  the  linking  Fund,  approved  bv  the  Presides: 
and  obuined  from  the  bank.  The  necessitr^f 
the  loan  is  made  to  rest,  not  on  a  comparanre 
view  of  the  revenues  appropriated  for  tbe  pay- 
ndMit  of  the  interest,  and  of  tbe  sums  payable « 
account  of  that  interest,  but  on  the  general  stttt 
of  the  Treasury,  and  on  a  general  view  of  lit! 
receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  three  last  qoir- 
ters  of  1795,  and  for  the  year  1796.  Tbe  amoooi 
of  revenues  which  were  pledged  for  the  paymest 
of  interest  are  there  estimated,  for  the  year  17% 
at  near  six  millions,  and  the  amount  of  iDterts: 
at  only  four  millions  of  dollars. 

The  papers  F  and  G  refer  to  a  loan  of  m 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  obuined  io  Deceabei, 
1796,  from  the  bank,  for  the  purpese  of  rm- 
bursiog  an  instalment  of  the  principal  of  ibe  loan 
of  two  tnillinns  of  dollars,  had  of  the  baok,  pur- 
suant to  the  Uth  section  of  the  act  of  ioeorpora- 
tioo.  Tbe  loan  is,  through  some  error  of  ibe 
transcriber,  stated  tb  be  by  virtue  of  the  6{b sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  3d  March j  1795;  whiehsectica 
does.not  coi^fer  any  authority  to  borrow  aooef. 
And  the  loan  was  evidently  made  ooder  the 
tenth,  and  not  under  the  first  section  of  the  act; 
for  it  ia  intended  for  the  purpose  of  reimbtirsiof 
an  instalment  of  principal,  and  not  for  payia^t^e 
interest  on  the  public  debt ;  and  it  was  also  oiade 
for  a  term  of  four  years,  f  though  reiaibar»we 
sooner,  at  tbe  pleasure  or  the  United  Sutes.) 
which  could  not  have  been  done  aader  tbe  power 
vested  by  the  first  section,  which  direeu  ao  abso- 
lute reimbursement  within  a  year  from  tbe  me 
of  each  loan.  This  los^n  was  made  because  tbere 
was  *•  no  surplus  of  revenue  In  the  Twtsttiy  a^^j 
plicable  to  the  payment  of  the  said  insialment; 
by  which  is  not  meant  that  surplassesofreTeDae 
were  alone  appropriated  for  that  object:  wf*' 
much  of  the  duties  on  imports,  and  spirits  dis- 
tilled, and  stills,  as  Vould  be  sufficient  to  paf  t&e 
instalmenu  of  that  two  millions  loan,  were  'P* 

gropriated  by  the  eighth  section  of  the  aet  ot  ^ 
larch,  1795;  and  the  commissioners  were  tfj- 
reefed,  by  the  eleventh  section  of  the  ^^^^ 
to  reimburse  the.  said  instalments  as  they  beeaos 

due.  Nor  was  there,  in  the  year  1796,  any  ^^' 
ciehcy  in  the  revenues  appropriated  for  f^yj* 
ment  of  interest  and  principal,  which  ibct^'"* 
misiioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  weredir^tedi 
make;  for  the  revenues  pledged  ^^^^^'^ 
three  million^  of  dollars,  the  paymeDts  made » 
that  account.  But)  at  that  time,  as  a^P^.,  ,p 
the  necessity  of  recurring  to  tht  aathoritr 
borrow,  vested  by  the  aet  m  the  coiniDissioflf^ 
resulted  from  a  deficiency  in  the^eoeralreeeiF^ 
which,  during  that  year,  itiU  9hort  of  tbe  geoeiv 
expenditures. 
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Under  those  impressions  it  was  stated,  id  the 
report  made  od  the  1st  iostaDt,  that  it  might  be 
oecessary  to  borrow  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount 
of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt,  reimbursed 
daring  the  year  1809;  and  that,  provided  the  au- 
thority vested  by  the  act  of  3d  March,  1795. 
should  be  expressly  extended  to  the  siock'  issuea 
under  the  act  of  11th  Februarv,  1807,  no  other 
proyision  seemed  necessary  for  tne  public  ^ervibe 
ofthis  vear.  And  as,  in  the  statement  and  esti- 
mates rrom  which  those  conclusions  were  drawn, 
the  moneys  actually  in  the  Treasury  at  the  coof- 
[  mencement  of  the  year  are  stated  at  near  ten 
millions  of  dollars,  and  the  demands  on  account 
;  of  public  debt,  for  this  year,  at  less  than  six  mil- 
lions and  a  half  the  report  was  evidently  founded 
on  the  sopposea  correctness  of  the  construction 
above-mentioned.  But,  if  that  construction  shall 
be  deemed  Incorrect^  and  if  the  powers  vested  in 
the  commissioners  by  the  tenth  section  of  the  act 
of  3d  March,  1795,  shall  be  considered,  by  Con- 
gress, as  applicable,  only  to  the  case  when  the 
moneys  in  the  Treasury,  tpgether  with  the  pro- 
bable receipts  for  the  year,  shall  fall  short  of 
eight  millions  of  dollars,  the  proviiiion  suggested 
by  the  report  (and  which  was  intended  only  to 
remove  a  doubt  respecting  the  nature  of  the  debt 
to  which  the  powers  were  applicable)  will  not  be 
sufficient.  It  will  then  be  necessary  to  pass  a 
Itw, giving  ao  express  authprity  to  borrow  the 
money  which  may  be  wanted.. 

I  must  acknowledge  that,  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  extinguishment  of  thedebt,  and  independent 
of  the  ()ues(ioa  respecting  the  true  construction 
of  the  law,  i  perceive  no  material  difference  be- 
tween the  two  modes.  Whenever  the  expenses 
oft  nation  shall  exceed  its  revenues,  loans  must, 
ia  some  shape  or  anotl^er,  be  obuined ;  and  the 
importaot  qaesiioD  is,  whether  all  the  expenses 
incurred  be  really  necessary,  or  even  usefoh  On 
the  decision  of  that  question,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  no  cdutrol.  If  he  had,  there  woald 
certainly  be  no  necessity  to  borrow  money  in 
time  of  peace. 

Permit  me  to  add  some  observations  explana- 
tory of  the  letter  written  to  the  president  of  the 
baolr,  on  points  not  immediately  embraced  by  the 
resolution  of  the  House. 

There  were  two  reasons  why  it  was  thought 
more  eligible,  in  this  instance^  to  negotiate  a  loan 
with  the  bank  than  with  individuals.  It  Is  still 
uncertain  when,  and  to  what  amount,  the  money 
may  be  wanted.  A  contract  with  individoals  re- 
quires previous  notice  and  arrangements,  and  is 
absolute,  so  as  to  liompel  Govern ment  to  receive 
the  amount  lent,  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
contract.  But,  with  the  bank,  it  was  suflScient 
to  ascertain  whet^ier  the  loHn  could,  if  wanted, 
be  obtained  from  that  institution;  the  contract 
might  be  delayed  till  it  was  ascertained  whether, 
and  to  what  amount^  the  loan  was  necessary ; 
and  it  might  be  avoided,  altogether,  if  not  actu- 
ally necessary.  The  reimbursement  Would  also 
be  made  with  more  conveniende,  and  some  in- 
terest saved,  because  the  repa^rments  ^ay  be 
made  to  the  bauk,  from  time  to  time,  and  in  any 
lllli  Co2f.  2d  Sess.— 69 


sums  whatever,  according  to  the  situation  of  the 
Treajury. 

In  proposiug  to  the  bank  that  they  should  give 
notice  to  the  Treasury  of  their  wish  to  be  reim- 
bursed the  whole  amount  of  their  exchanged  six 
per  cent,  stock,  my  object  was  to  facilitate  the 
loan,  since,  by  that  operation,  there  would  have 
been  no  real  payment,  but  only  a  commutation 
of  debt;  and^  also,  to  accottamod^te,  so  far  as  was 
consistent  with  the  p.ublSc  interest,  those  individ- 
uals, who,  by  accepting  the  terms  of  the  act  of 
February,  1807,  had  become  owners  of  exchanged 
six  per  cent,  stock,  and  who,  that  stock  being 
above  par,  could  not  desire  to  be  reimbursed.  As 
it  related  to  the  bank,  that  consideration  was  im- 
material, as  it  was  not  presumed  that  they  wanted 
to  sell  their  stoek. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  Spbakeb  Hinue  of  Rept, 

A.^-'Troeeedingi  of  thd  Commimoners  of  the  Siakiag 
Fund,  at  a  meeting  held  on  18Ui  Mareh,  iMft. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  held  oii  the  18th  March,  18Q9; 
present,  Robert  Smith,  Secretary  of  State.  Albert 
Gallatin,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  C.  A.  Rod- 
ney, Ailorney  General  United  States : 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  laid  before  the 
board  a  report,  dated  the  18th  day  of  March,  180^ 
which  was  read,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 
'*  That  there  was  pafd,  during  the  year  1808,  in 
oi-der  to  complete'  the  reimbursement  of  the 
eight  per  cent,  stock,  a  sum  of      -   $1,547,000 
On  account  of  the  public  debt,  for  the 
year  1809,  in  advance,  and  on  ac- 
count of  the  annual  appropriation 
of  ......    ^8,000,000 


Leaving  a  sum  of  -  ^  - 
\!7hich  must,  in  conformity  with  ex* 
iating  laws,  be  applied^  during  the 
present  vear,  to  the  payment  of  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  public 
debt. 
That  the  payments  to  be  made  during 
the  present  year,  on  account  of  the 
interest  on  the  debt,  including  the 
annual  reimbursement  of  the  six 
per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks,  were 
estimated  at  -       -       -    e  - 


6,463,000 


4,226,000 


Lea^viog  a  sum  of  -  -  -  $2,227,00a 
Which,  the  market  price  of  stocks  being  above 
the  rate  fixed  by  law  lor  purchases,  can  only  be 
applied  to  the  reimbursement  of  the  exchanged 
SIX  per  cent,  stock,  in  conformity  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  supplementary  to  the  act  enti- 
tled *  An  act  making  pro  vision' for  th^  redemption 
of  the  whole  of  the. public  debt  of  the  United 
States.' 

And  that,*  considering  the  probable  amount  of 
receipts  and  expenditures  during  the  present  year, 
it  is  not  believed  that  all  the  demands  on  the 
Treasury,  including  the  above-mentibned  sam  of 


217d 


APPENDIX. 


2180 


CommiMnonen  of  the  Sinking  fhnd. 


y 


$2/227,000,  can  be  discharged,  unless  a  loan  can 
be  obtained  equal  to  the  amount  of  principal  of 
the  public  debt  thus  reimbursed.'^   Wnereupon, 

ReBolted^  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  $2,250,000 
be  applied,  during  the  present  year,  to  the  reim- 
bursement of  the  principal  of  the  exchanged  six 
per  cenc  stock,  in  conformity  with  the  proTisions 
of  the  act  last  above-mentioned, 

JResolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  authorized,  with  the  approUttion  of  the  Pre:ii- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  to  borrow  a  sum  equal 
to  that  of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt  which 
may  be  thus  reimbursed^  in  conformity  with  the 
provisions  of  the  tenth  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  making  further  provision  for  the  support 
of  public  credit,  and  for  the  redemption  oT  the 
public  debt." 

R.  SMITH,  Secretary  of  State. 
A.  GALLATIN,  Se/ry  Treat^y. 
C.  A.  RODTVEY,  AtVy  Gen.  U.  S. 


B^r-Latter  from  theBecretary  of  the  Traasuiy  to  the 
Prettdent  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  8ta(w. 

Treasury  IDbpartment, 
March  21, 1809. 

Sir  :  The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
having  directed  the  reimbursement  of  a  sum  not 
exceeding  $2,250,000,  of  the  new  exchanged  six 
per  cent,  stock,  and  authorized,  in  conformity 
with  the  10th  section  of  the  act  '<  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  support  of  public  credit, 
and  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt,"  passed 
3d  March,  1795.  a  loan  to  the  amount  of  principal 
thus  to  be  reimbursed,  I  her  leave  to  inquire.  Ist. 
Whether  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  will  be 
disposed  to  lend  that  sum,  in  two  equal  instal- 
inents,Tiz:  on  1st  October  next,  and  on  the  1st 
January^  1810,  being  the  times  a(  which  I  intend^^ 
ed  to  effect  the  reimburseo^ent?  2dly.  Whether 
the  bank  will  assent  to  be  reimbursed  the  whole 
amount  of  said  exchanged  six  per  cent,  stock, 
which  they  own,  at  the  times  above-mentioned  ? 

The  two  propositions  may  be  considered  as  in- 
dependent, one  of  the  other,  it  being,  however, 
understood  that,  if  the  bank  does  not  wish  to 
make  the  loan,  it  would  suit  Grovero me nt  better 
not  to  reimburse  the  bank  exclusively,  but  only 
according  to  lot,  in  common  with  other  stock- 
holders. 

If  the  biink  will  assent  to  make  the  loan,  but 
refuse  to  receive  the  reimbursement,  (so  far  only 
excepted  as  may  be  determined  by  lot,)  it  will 
not  be  material  that  the  sum  lent  should  be  paid 
by  the  bank  into  the  Treasury,  precisely  in  two 
instalments,  as  above-mentioned.  The  times  and 
amounts  of  payments  may,  in  that  case,  be  ar*- 
ranged,  when  a  formal  agreement  shall  be  entered 
into,  so  as  to  answer  the  wants  of  the  Treasury, 
and  the  convenience  of  the  bank.  It  is  only  in 
ease  the  bank  will  accede  to  both  propositions, 
that,  as  there  will  be  no  real  payments,  but  only 
a  commutation  of  exchanged  six  per  cent,  stocx 
into  a  temporary  loan,  it  will  be  necessary  that 
the  loan  should  be  made  on  the  same  days,  and 
for  the  same  sams  as  the  reimbursement. 


If  the  bank  will  accede  to  both  proposals,  it 
will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  8th  section  of  the 
act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  set 
making  provision  for  the  redemptioii  of  the  whole 
of  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  passed 
the  11th  February,  1807,  that  an  exclasire  reim- 
bursement of  the  exchanged  six  per  cent,  stock, 
held  by.  the  bank,  cannot  take  place,  unless  notice 
be  eiven  to  this  Department,  in  writing,  of  the 
wisn  of  the  institution  to  be  thus  reimbuised; 
and  that  notice  must  reach  me  prior  to  the  30tk 
instant,  as  I  must  otherwise  determine,  br  lot, 
what  certificates  of  .that  stock  shall  be  reimlran- 
ed,  and  give  public  notice  thereof,  in  eoofomity 
with  the  Second  section  of  the  same  act,  on  ot 
before  the.  first  day  of  nextmonth.  I  am  sensible 
that  this  is  pressing  for  an  answer  within  a  shott- 
er  time  than  may  be  convenient,  bat,  ander  the 
pressure  of  current  business,  I  did  not  attend  ts 
this  operation  till  within  the  last  three  davs.  1 
therefore  request  that  you  will  have  the  goddoea 
to  lay  the  subject  immediately  before  the  Board, 
and  to  favor  me  with  the  answer.  If  that  answer 
be  in  the  affirmative,  I  will  thank  yon  to  eoclose 
in  it  the  notice,  in  writing,  asking  for  the  reim- 
bursement, in  order  that  such  notice,  ODconoeec- 
ed  with  any  other  subject,  may  be  filed  as  a 
voucher,'  authorizing  me  to  reimbarae,  in  con- 
formity therewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

•David  Lenox,  Esq.,  President  ^c 


C.^ — Letter  from  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Tkeasmy. 

Bank  of  tbb  United  States, 

March  24,  1809. 

Sib  :  I  lost  no  time  in  laying  before  the  Board 
of  Directors,  your  letter  of  the  21st  insti,  which 
I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  yesterday.  To  the 
first  of  your  inquiries,  namely :  **  Whether  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  will  be  disposed  to 
lend  that  sum .  ($2;250,000)  in  two  eqoal  instal- 
meptfi,  viz:  on  the  1st  October  next,  and  on  the 
1st  January,  1810?"  I  am  desired  to  state,  that 
there  is  every  disposition  on  the  part  of  this  Board 
to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  GU>Ternmeat,  bat 
it  appears  to  them  that  they  are  not  authorized, 
by  tlie  act  of  1795,  to  make  a  loan  for  the  reim- 
bursement of  the  stock  created  by  the  act  of  1807; 
besides,  there  are  considerations  which  now  pre- 
sent themselves,  of  much  importance  to  the  ia- 
stitution,  arising  from  the  short  deration  of  the 
charter,  with  which  a  loan,  reimbursable  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  United  6tates,  may  interfere.  To 
evince,  however,  the  friendly  dispoeition  of  the 
Board;  they  do  not  hesitate  to  agree  to  the  loan, 
provided  it  is  not  wanted  for  a  more  distant  peri- 
od than  the  time  when^the  present  charter  of  the 
bank  will  expire,  at  an  interest  of  six  percent  pet 
annum,  and  provided  also,  a  law  is  obtained,  at 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  giving  them  author 
ity  to  make  it. 

To  your  second  inquiry,  viz:    'Whether  the 
bank  will  aateot  to  be  reimburaed  the  whole 
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amoQDt  of  the  exchanged  six  per  cent,  which 
thevowo,  at  the  times  mentioned?"  I  have  to 
reply,  that  the  Board  prefer  accepting  such  pro- 
portion only,  as  may  fall  to  the  lot  oT  the  bank. 
In  returning  this  answer  to  your  letter,  I  hope  it 
may  beperfectljr  satisfactory,  and  an  additional 
proof  of^the  desire  of  this  Board  to  comply  with 
the  riews  of  Government  *  on  every  occasion, 
when  not  incompatible  with  the  interest  of  the 
institution. 

I  bare  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

D.  LENOX,  Prendem. 

Hon.  Albert  Oallatir. 


\^ 


Dd-'Proeeediqga  of  the  CodmiMoiieri  of  the  Qiaking 
Fond,  at  a  maadiig  hdd  pn  the  26Ui  of  December* 

1794. 

At  a  meetinl^  of  the  ComoEiitsi oners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  on  the  36th  day  of  December, 
1795; 

Pre$etU:  The  Presideot  of  the  Senate,  the 
Secreury  of  State,  and  the  Secretary  of- the 
Treasury; 

A  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory  was 
read,  as  followa : 

"  That,  ta  provide  for  tbe  payment  of  the  in- 
terest on  the  ptiblic  debt,  which  will  fall  due  at 
the  close  of  toe  present  year,  it  will  be  nece^sliry 
to  anticipate  the  appropriated  revetiues  to  tbe 
amount  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars, 

'^The  authority  to  make  a  loan  for  this  pur« 
pose,  is  contained  in  the  first  section  of  an  act, 
passed  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1795,  entitled 'An 
act  maktflff  further  provision  for  the  support  of 
poblic  credit,  and  for  tbe  redemptioa  of  the  pub- 
lic debt.' 

"The  Secretary  proposes,  that  the  said  loan  be 
had  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  one 
year,  to  bear  interest  from  the  1st  day  of  January 
ensuing,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent.  perannum,to 
be  refunded  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  duties  on 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported,  on  the 
tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels,  ana  tipon  spirits 
disiiUed  within  the  United  States,  add  stills, 
which  may  accrue  to  the  end  of  the'  present  year, 
ind  be  then  uncollected. 

"  That  the  Conqimissipners  may  be  sati;ified,  as 
to  the  real  state  of  the  Treatary,  at  the  latest  pe- 
riod to  which. the  accounts  have  been  settled,  he 
takes  the  liberty  to  lay  before  them,  a  copy  of  hie 
report,  made  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  on 
the  14th  instant,  in  which  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures for  the  three  first  quarters  of  the  pres- 
ent year  are  'exhibited,  and  also,  a  view  ot  the 
prolnble  receipts  and  ezpeoditores  for  the  jttt 
1796. 

^^  Wherefore,  the  ^aid  Secretary  requests  that 
the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
voald  resolve,  that  an  application  be  made  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  for  his  permis- 
sion to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  borrow 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  on  the  terms  ahd 
conditions  before-mentioned,  to  be  applied  fn  the 
manner  hereia  proposed*" 

Whereupon,  it  waa  reaolred  ananiinotulf .  That 


ihe  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  be  bor- 
rowed by  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  a 
term  not  exceeding  one  year,  at  a  rate  of  inter- 
est not  exceeding  six  per  centum  per  annum,  to 
commence  on  the  first  of  January,  179Q,  pursuant 
to  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  '^An  apt 
making   further   provision   for  the  support  of 

fioblie  credit,  and  for  the  redemption  of  tae  pub- 
ic debt V'  aim  that  this  resolution  be  laid  before 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  for  his  ap- 
probation. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 

Pftmdem  of  the  Senate. 
TIMOTHY  PICKERING, 

Secretary, (f  State. 
OLIVER  WOLCOTT,  Jr., 

Secretary  cf  the  TVeoaurjf. 
Approved^  December  20,  1795. 

GEO.  WASH(Il4aT0N. 


E^ — Contract  between  the.  Commiiriooew  of  theSink- 
.ing  Fnodimd^the  Bank  of  th«  United  Slates. 

Articiea  of  agreement  between  Oliver  Wolcott, 
Jr;,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  behalf  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  of  the 
one  part;  and  the  President;  Directors,  and 
Company  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  of 
the  other  part ;  inade  and  concluded  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  December,  In  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five. 
Whereas,  by  ihe  act,  entitled  "An  act  making 
further  provision  for  the  support  of  the  public 
credit,  and  for  tbe  redemi^tion  of  the  public  debt," 
passed  the  third  day  of  March,,  in  the  present 
year,  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking.  Fund, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  ttie  Uni- 
ted'States,  are  Authorised  and  empowered  to  bor- 
row, or  cause  to  be  borrowed  from  time  to  time^ 
such  sums,  in  anticipation  of  the  revenues  appro* 
priated,'not  exceeding,  in  one  year;  one  millioa 
of  dollars.    And  whereas  the  said  Commission- 
ers of  tbe  Sinking  Fund,  by  their  resolution  oi 
the  twenty-sixth  day  of  Deeeihber,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  approved  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  did  unanimously 
agree,  that  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars  should  be  borrowed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one  yeari 
at  a  ratet>f  interest  not  exceeding  six  per  cent, 
per  apnvm,  to  commence  on  the.firsi,of  January, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-«ix,  pui^ 
suant  to  the  act  before  recited  r 

Now,  therefbre,  these  presents  witnesa,  that, 
pursuant  to  the  authority  aforesaid,  it  hath  been, 
and  is  hereby,  agreed,  by  and  between  tbe  said 
parties  of  the  first  and  second  part,  as  follows, 
viz:  " 

First.  The  said  President,  Directors,  and  Com- 
any,  shall  lend  to  the  United  States  the  sum  of 
ve  hundred  thousand  dollhrii,  to  be  advanced  on 
the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  nuiety-six. 

Second.  The  said  sum,  so  to  be  advanced  as 
aforesaid,  shall  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per 
eeotam  per  annum, '  from  the  date  before*men- 
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tioBf  d,  payable  on  the  first  day  of  Jaly,  oa6  thoa- 
san4  seven  hundred  ai^d  ninety-«iz,  and  on  the 
firet  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety  seven. 

Third.  The  United  Btatea  shall  reimburse  or 
repay  to  the  said  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  the 
said  sum  of  fiv«}.  hundred  thousand  dollars,  with 
th«  interest  which  fthall  be  due  tt)ereoa.on  or  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  reserv- 
ing, nevertheless,  to  the  United  States,  the  right 
of  reimbursing,  at  their  pleasurei  the  whole,  or 
any  part  of  the  said  sum.  which  shall  have  been 
so  lent  and  advanced,  after  giving  one  mpnth's 
notice,  to  the  President  of  the  said  Bank,  ot  the 
som  intended  to  be  reimbursed; 
Ija  testimony  whereof,  the  said  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  hath   caused  the  aeal  of  the 
Treasury  to  be  a'&oed  $o  these  presents, 
and  hath  hereunto  ^subscribed  his  hand; 
(l.  8.]  and  the  said  President,   Directors,  and 
Company,  have  also  caused  the  seal  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  to  be  affizeid  to 
the  same,  the  day  and  year  aSaresaid. 
OLIVER  WOLCOTT, 

Secretary  pf  the  lyeaeury, 
[u  i.]  THjOS.  willing, 

FresidentiBankoftheU.S. 


F^Proceedlngs  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  BInldng 
Fund,  St  a  meeting  held  on  the  16th  of  December, 
1798, 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  December, 
1798; 

Present:  The  Hon.  John  Laurence,  President 
of  the  Senate,  the  Secretary  of  State^  the  Secre- 
Ury  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Attorney  General 
ctf  the  United  States; 

The  SecreUry  of  (he  Treasury  laid^before  the' 
Board  a  report,  dat^  the  fourteenth  day  of  De- 
cember, 1798,ivhich  was  reSid,  and  is  as  follows: 

"That,  by  the  eleventh  sei^tion  (if  the  act  of 
Consress,  passed  on  the^thlrd  day  of  March.  1795, 
entitled  'An  act  making  further  proviMon  for  the 
support  of  public  credit,  and  for  the  redemption 
of  the  public  d^bt,'  the  Commissioners  ot  the. 
Sinking  Fund  are  required  to  reimburse,  to  the 
Bank  oT  the  United  States,  the  instalments  due 
upon  the  loan  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  had  of 
the  said  Bank,  pursuant  to  the  eleventh  section 
of  the  act  by  which  the  same  was  incorporated, 
aa  the  said  instalments  shall  respectively  accrue. 

<*  That,  on  the  last  day  of  December,  in  the 

E resent  year,  the  instalnoent  of  the  aforesaid  loan, 
eing  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  will  fall  due 
to  the  said  bank. 

"There  being  no  surplus  of  revenue  in  the 
Treasury  applicable  to  the  payment  ot  the  said 
instalments,  the  Secretary  requests,  that  applica- 
tion be  made  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
for  his  permission  to  borrow  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
four  years,  to  be  applied  to  the  purpose  aforesaid; 
aadj  therefore,  submits  the  following  resolution: 


I'  ^^^Beeohed,  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thoa- 
sand  dollars  be  borrowed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  pursuant  to  the  sixth  section  of  the 
act,  passed  on  the  third  dav  of  March,  1795,  ezh 
titled  ^An  act  making  furtner  prorision  for  ibe 
support  of  public  credit,  and  for  the  redemptioa 
of  the  public  debt,'  and  that  the  proceeds  of  in 
said  loan  be  applied,  by  the  said  Secretary,  to  the 
payment  of  the  seventh. instalment  of  the  loaaflf 
two  millions  of  dollars,  borrowed  under  the  act. 
entitled  'An  act  to  incorporate  the  suhscribento 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States :'  Provided,  That 
tlie  said  loan  shall,  nevertheless!,  be  reimbursable 
at  the  pleasure  of.  the  United  States,  and  shall 
bear  interest  at 'a  rate  not  exceeding  six  per  eeoL 
peraiiwnn,  and  that  this  resoludoa  belaid  beilBia 
th«  President  of  the  United  Sutes  for  bis  afpn>- 
bation. 
"All  which  is  respectftilly  anbrnilted,  by 
"OLIVER  WOLCOTT. 

"  Secretary  {^  the  TVeossry. 

"TaBABOBV  DErARTMBRT, 

"  i^cemAer  15,  1796." 

Whereupon,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  said  re* 
port  be  be  acoepted,  and  that  the  resolution  afore- 
said be  laid  befoae  the  President  of  the  Unired 
States  for  his  approbation. 

JOHN  LAURENCR, 
PrieMent  of  the  Senate^  pro,  tewi. 

PBii^AOfiLPBiA,  Dec,  17, 1798. 

Approved :  JOHN  ADAMS. 

^Recorded  from  the  original  n^tnotea  <»a  the 
file,  by  EDWARD  JONES, 

8e^  Commimionere  SmJbofg' Fmd, 

'G^*- Contract  between  the  Comipisnoiiers  of  the  ink- 
ing Pond  snd  ^e  Bsnk  of  the  United  States. 

Articleji  of  agteement  between  Oliver  Wulcott, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasory,in  behalf  of  the  Com- 
.missioners  of  the  jinking  Fund,  of  the  one 
part;  and  the  President,  Directors,  and  Com- 
pany, of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
otheirpart;  made  |ind  concluded  the  twenty- 

'  eighth  day  of  December:  in.  the  year  of  onr 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight. 

Whereas,  by  the  act,  entitled  ^  An  aet  makiDg 
ftirther  provision  for  the  support  of  public  credit, 
and  for  the  redemption  of  the  pablie  debt,  passed 
the  third  day  of  Aiuirch,  one  tboasand  seven  hun* 
dred  and  ninety^five,  the  Commisaioners  of  tae 
Sinking  Fund«  with  the  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales,  are  authorized  aad 
empowered  to  borrow,  or  canse  to  be  borrowed, 
from  time  to  time,  such  sums,  in  anticipation  of 
the  revenues  appropriated,  not  exceeding  one 
million  of  dollars;  And  whereas  the  said  Coo- 
missioners  of  the  Sipking  Fund,  by  their  resola- 
tion,  of  the  fifteenth  of  December,  one  thoosasd 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  approved  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  did  unanimously 
agree  that  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  del- 
lars  shall  be  borrowed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Trjntsury  ^  Promded^  iieacrtAetea,  That  the 
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loan  sh«ll  be  reimbvrsubt^  at  the  pletsoteiof  the 
United  States,  and  skall  bear  interest  at  a  rate 
not  exceeding  six  per.centom  per  annom : 

Noar,  therefore,  'these  preseats  witness  that, 
pursnnnt  to  the  aathority  aforesaid,  it  hath  been, 
and  is  hereby,  agreed,  by  and  between  the  saio 
parties  of  the  first  and  seeond  part,  as .  follows, 
▼iz : 

Ist.  The  said  President,  Directon,  and  Cgm- 
pany,  shall  lead  to  the  United  States  the  sam  of 
tiro  hnndved  thousand  dollars,  to  be  advanced  on 
the  first  day  of  January,  oofe  thoasaad  seTen  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine, 

dd.  The  said  sam,  so-to  be  adranced  ts  afore- 
said, shall  bear  interest  at  the  rac^of  six  percent. 
per  annani,from  the  date  befbre-^nentiooed,  pay- 
able half  yearly  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second 
part,  durioff  the  continaance  of  the  said  loan,  if 
the  same  shall  be  repaired. 

3d.  The  United  States  shall  retmbarse,  or  re- 
pay to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  said 
sum  of  two  htiodred  thousand  dollars,  with  the 
interest  which  shall  be  dae  thereon,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  January,  which  will  be  10  the 
year  one  tbousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  re- 
terring.  nererthe<ess,  to  the  United  States,  the 
'ight  or  reimbursing, at  their  pleasure,  the  whole, 
>r  any  part  of  said  sum.  which  shall  have  been 
o  lent  and  advanced,  alter  giving  one  month's 
lotice  to  the  President  of  the  said  Bank,  of  the. 
mm  intended  to  be  reimbursed. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  Secretary  of  the 
freasory  bath  caused  the  seal  of  the  Treasury  to 
«  affixed  to  these  presents,  and  bath  hereunto 
nbscribed  bis  hand;  and  the  said  President,  Di* 
ectors«  and  Company,  have  also  caused  the  seal 
if  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed  to 
he  same,  the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 


[U.  8.] 


OLIVER  WOLCOTT, 
Secretary  of  ike  TYuuury. 

THOlif  AS  WILUNd, 

Freeideni. 


STATE  OF  THE  FINANCES. 

[ConuDuaieated  to  tiie  Hoase,  Oeoembsr  8, 1809.] 
In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  act.  entitled  ^  An  act  to  estab- 
rsh  the  Treasury  Departn^ent,"  the  Secretary  of 
he  Treasury  respectfully  submits  the  loUowiiig 
eport  and  estimates : 

The  duties  on  merchandise  and  tonnage,  which 

Lccrued  during  the  year  1807.  amounted,  after 

ledocting  the  expenses  of  coilec- 

ion,  to   -        -        -        - 

^rojn  which,  deducting  for  deben- 
tares  issued  on  account  of  re-ex- 
portations -       - 


-   $26,126,648 


10,067,191 


eft,  for  thenet  revenue  accrued 
doring  that  year.  -       -       r 


-    tl6,059,457 


The  same  dutlei,  during  the  year 
1808,  amounted,  after  deducting 
the  expenses  of  collection,  to       -   t|^10^lfiS9 

From  which,  deducting  for  deben^ 
tnres  Issum,  and  which,  on  ac- 
count of  the  emtiargo,  did  not  ex- 
ceed   -       -       --      -       -.     •  - 


249,398 


Leaves,  for  the  net  revenue  accrued 
during  that  year,  as  will  appear 
by  the  statement  A     - 


-  $io,332,iesr 


The  stateoflent  B  exhibits  in  detail  the  several 
species  of  merchandise,  and  other  sources,  (Vom 
which  that  revenue  Was  collected  during  the  year 
1808;  and  the  statement  Aa  fives  a  comparativa 
view  of  the  importations  and  re-exportations  aC 
the  several  species  of  merchandise  lor  the  yeara 
1807  and  1808,  showinj^  thereby  distinctly,  thh 
e&ct  of  foreign  aggressions  and  commercial  fe- 
atrictioos  on  the  importations  of  foreign  articles. 

From  the  returns  already  received  for  the  thrCO 
first  quarters  of  the  present  year,  and  from  the 
ffeaeral  knowledge  or  th#  imi>ortations  made  dur- 
ing the  two  last  months,  it  is  believed  that  the 
gross  amount  of  doUes  on  merchandise  imported 
during  the  wbcle  year  will» after  deducting  the. 
expenses  of  coUection,  amount  to  about  tefn  mil- 
lions of  dollars^ 

But,  as  the  debentures  issued,  on,  aeoouat  of 
re-exportations,' principally  of  colonial  produce, 
will  amount  to  about  $3,500,000,  the  net  revenue 
accrued  during  the  year  1809,  cannot  be  estimatea 
at  more  than  six  millions  aod  a  half. 

It  appears,  by  the  statement  C,  that  the  sales 
of  pobhc  lands  have,  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  30th  of  September,  18Q9,  amounted  to  143,000 
acres,  and  the  payments  hy  purchasers  to  nearly 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  proceeds  of 
sales  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  being,  after  do- 
ducting  the  surveying  and  other  incidental  ex- 
penses, appropriated  in  the  first  place  to  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  91,250,000.  to  the  Slate  of  Qeot- 
gia,  are  distinctly  stated. 

It  appears,  by  the  statement  D.  that  the  pay- 
ments on  account  of  the  principal  of  the  public 
debt  have,  during  the  same  period,  amounted  to 
nearly  $6,730.000 ;  the  reimbursement'of  the  eight 
per  cent,  stock  having  taken  place  on  the  first  of 
JanDary  last.  But  the  aggregate  of  payments  on 
account  of  principal  and  interest  will  hot,  fw 
the  two  years,  1808  and  1809,  exceed  the  sum  of 
sixteen  millions  of  dollars  appropriated  by  law. 

The  same  statement  shows  that  about  i34,796;- 
000  of  the  principal  of  the  debt  h^ive  been  reim- 
bursed during  the  eight  years  and  a  half,  com- 
mencing on  th^  first  of  April,  1801,  and  ending 
on  the  30th  of  September,  1809,  exclusively  of 
more  than  six  millions  of  dollars  paid  in  confor- 
mity with  the  provisions  of  the  convention  with 
Great  Britain  and  of  the  Louisiana  conveqtion. 

The  actual  receipts  into  the  Treasury  during 
the  year,  ending  on  the  30ih  of  September,  180£ 
have  amounted  to  -  -  •  $9,316,753  lo 
Mahiiig,  together  with  the  bal- 
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aoce  in  theTreasorj  on  the  Ist 

of  October,  1808,  and  amount-    - 

iog  to 13,846,717  52 


Ad  aggregate  of 


-  823.162,470  68 


Tbe  dUbarMineats,  dariog  the  year,  have  con- 
tiated  of  the  foljowiog  items,  viz : 

Civil  department,  ioclading,  miscellaneous  ex- 
penses, and  those  incident  to  the  intercourse  with 
foreign  nations    -       -        -       -   $1,439,633  23 

MHitary  and  Naval  Establish- 
ments, including  the  Indian  ae-  ' 
Ertmeqt,  viz : 
ilitsry,  including  arms  and  for- 
tifications -       -  83,366,^03  12 
Navy  -         -       -    2,379,267  80 
Indian  deMrtment      292,303  84 

: 6,037,974  76 

Interest  on  the  public  debt  •       -      3,126,149  15 

10,603,757  14 
Reimbursement  of  principal  of 
the  public  debt       -       -       -      6,729,777  53 

Amounting,  together,  as  will  ap-  . 
pear  more  in  detail  by  the  state- 
men  t  B,  to       -       -       -       .    17,333,534  67 

And  leaving  in  the  Treasury,  on 
the  3iDth  of  September.  1809,  a 
Ulanceof       -       -    '  -       -      5,828/)36  01 

$23,162,470  68 

Whence  it  appears  that  the  expenses  of  Gk>v- 
emment,  exclusively  of  the  payments  on  account 
of  the  principal  of  the  debt,  have  exceeded  the 
actual  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  by  a  -sum  of 
nearly  thirteen  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and 
that  that  deficiency,  as  well  as  the  reimbursement 
of  tbe  principal  of  the  debt,  have  been  paid  out 
of  the  sum^  previously  in  the  Treasury,  or,  in 
other  words,  out  of  the  surplus  of  the  revenue  of 
the  preceding  years. 

Tae  outstanding  revenue  bonds  may,  after  de- 
duetinff  the  expenses  of  collection,  and  allowing 
for  bao  debts,  be  estimated  to  have  amounted,  on 
the  30th  of  September,  1809|  to      -   .  $7,500,000. 
The  duties  on  the  importations,  dur-         ' 
ins  the  last  quarter,  will  not  prob- 
ably, after  making  a  similar  de- 
duction, fait  short  of   -       -       -       2,800,000 
All  those  will  fall  due  prior  to  the 
first  day  of  January,  1811,  and 
make,  together  with  the  balance 
in  the  Treasury  6n  the  30th  of 
September,  1809,  and  amounting, 
as  above  stated,  to       -      .  -       -       5,800,000 

An  aggregate  of    -        .        .        -    $16,100,000 

Tbe  expenses  of  the  present  quarter, 
though  not  yet  precisely  apcer- 
tained,  will  not  probably,  includ- 
ing the  payments  on  account  of 
the  public  debt,  exceed        -        -        3,600,000 

Leaving,  on  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1810,  a  sum  of     -       -       -   812,500,000. 


About  twelve  and  a  half  milliona  of  dollars,  in 
cash  or  bends,  payable  during  the  year  1810,  aad 
applicable  to  the  expense  of  that  year.  This  o- 
timate,  however,  is  founded  on  the  aappositiaa 
that  the  amount  of  debenture  payable  in  tbtt 
year,  will  not  exceed  two  millions  of  dollars,  vU 
that  the  receipts,  during  the  year,  arising  froa 
importations  subsequent  to  the  first  of  Jauosij 
next,  and  Jirom  tbe  sales  of  land»  will  be  soflietefK 
to  pay  those  debentures,  and  to  leare  at  all  tiaia 
in  the  Treasury,  at  least  one  million  of  dollars. 

Estimating  the  expenses  of  a  civil  nmture,bock 
domestic  and  foreign,  for  tbe  year  1810,  at  the 
same  amount  actually  expended  for  those  objects 
during  the  preceding  year,  or  at 
about      -       -,      -       -       -        -     91,500,000 
And  adding  thereto  tbe  anniud  ap- 
propriation of     -       •       1-       -        8,000,000 
For  the  public  debt,  (of  which  snm 
about  three  millions,  seven  hun- 
dred and   fifty  thousand  dollars 
will  be  applied  to  th^  final  reim- 
'btfrsement  of  the  exchanged  six 
per  cent.  Mock,)  it  follows  that, 
unless  the  aggregate  of  tbe  ex- 
penses for  tbe  Military  and  Naval 
bstablishmenta  ahould  be  reduced 
to  about      .....        3,000,000 

812  500.000 


A  loan  will*  he  necessary  to  make  up  the  defi- 
ciency. That  state  of  the  Treasury  bad  been 
anticipated ;  and,  for  that  reason^  an  increase  of 
duties  had  been  respectfully  submitted  in  the  last 
annual  report.  But,  should  that  measure  be  now 
adopted,  It  won  Id  not,  on  account  of  the  terms 
of  credit  allowed  for  the  payment  of  dnties,  5V- 
persede  the  necessity  of  a  loan  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1810.  commensurate  with  the  extent  of 
those  establishments,  and  with  tbe  appropria- 
tions which  may  be  made  for  their  support  by 
Congress.  No  precise  sum  is  su^^sted,  since 
this  must  vary  according  to  the  plans  which  may 
be  adopted  in  relation  to  foreign  nations*  and  wiU. 
particularly  depend  on  the  decision  of  Congress 
on  the  question  of  war  or  peace.  It  is  sofficieat 
to  state  that,  if  the  aciual  expenditure  of  the  year 
1810,  for  all  military  and  naval  purposes^  should 
be  estimated  at  the  same  sum  which  was  disbursed 
by  the  Treasury,  for  those  objects,  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  30th  of  September,  1809,  aad 
exceediojg;,  as  above  stated,  six  millions  of  dodJari, 
the  deficiency,  according  to  the  preceding  esti* 
mates,  would  amount  to  three  millions^  on  which 
supposition,  it  would  seem  prudent,  in  order  to 
provide  against  any  deficiency  in  the  receipts, 
beyond  what  has  been  estimated^  to  authorize  a 
loan  of  four  millions  of  dollars. 

In  the  event  of  war.  the  necessity  of  renderiof 
it  efiicient,  and  of  calling  for  that  purpoM  icts 
action  alt  the  resources  uf  tbe  country  is  too  ob* 
viotts  to  require  any  comment.  On  that  subject 
nothing  will,  at  this  time,  be  added  by  this  Ue- 
partmeot  to  the  suggestions  respectfully  submit- 
ted in  tbe  two  preceding  annual  reports.    LoaB% 
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reimbursable  by  instalments,  and  at  fixed  periods, 
after  the  return  of  peace^  must  constitute  the 
principal  resource  for  defraying  the  extraordinary 
expenses  of  the  war.  For  the  support  of  public 
credit,  the  basis  on  which  rests  the  practicability 
of  obtainioff  loans  on  reasonable  ternris,  it  appears 
necessary  that  the  revenue  should,  in  the  mean- 
while, be  equal  to  thai  interest  on  the  public  debt, 
iocfodiog  that  on  the  new  loans,  and  to  all  the 
current  expenses  of  Government,  calculated  on  a 
Peace  Establishm^t,  or,  for  the  present,  to  about 
eight  millions  of  dollars.  An  immediate  and  con- 
siderable increase  of  the  existing  duties  will,  it  is 
beliered,  be  requisite  for  that  purpose,  in  order  to 
cover  the  defalcation  which  a  maritime  war  must 
necessarily  produce  in  a  revenue  almost  exclu* 
sirely  dependinff  on  commerce.  That  inoreafie 
appears  preferable,  in  the  present  situation  of  the 
United  States,  xg  any  biher  source  of  taxation, 
and  is  not,  in  time  of  war,  liable  to  the  objection 
of  its  encouraging  smu^glin^.  It  is  only  in  the 
event  of  that  revenue  being  still  more  affected  by 
a  war  than  is  apprehended,  that  a'  resort  to  inter- 
nal taxes,  either  direct  or  indirect,  may  become 
necessary. 

If  war  should  not  be  resorted  to,  it  does  not  tip- 
pear  requisite,  unless  Congress  should  resolve 
}n  a  permanent  increase  in  the  Military  and  Na- 
ral  Establishments,  in  time  of  peace,  to  lay,,  at 
[present,  any  additional  duties,  beyond  a  mere  con- 
inoance  ot  the  two  aod  a  half  per  cent,  known 
loder  the  i^me  of  ^  Mediterranean  Fund,"  It 
las  already  been  stated,  that  an  increase  of  the 
mpost  would  not  supply  the  deficiency  which 
nay  take  place  in  the  year  1810;  and  exclusively 
)f  the  reimbursement  of' the  loan  which  may  be 
ranted  for  the  service  of  that  year,  all  the  nalioo- 
1  expenses,  calculated  on  a  P«ace  Establishment 
ind  on  the  average^of  the  actual  expenditures  of 
he  six  years,  1802  to  1807,  will  not  exceed  ten 
nillions  of  dollars  for  the  year  1811,  and  eiglit 
oilljons  after  that  year ;  tor,  the  only  portion  of 
he  existipff  debt,  which,  according  to  law,  it  will 
)e  practicable,  after  th.e  ye%r  1810,  to  reimburse, 
vill,  exclusively  of  the  annual  reimbursement  of 
be  six  per  cent,  anddeferred  stocks,  consist  only 
/{he  converted  six  per  cent,  stock,  which  anoouots 
9  less  than  two  millions  of  dollars.  The  pay- 
3ents  on  account  of  the  annual  appropriation  of 
ight  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  debt,  cannot,  for 
lat  reason,  except  for  the  purpose  of  reimburs- 
ig  the  loan  which  may  be  wanted  for  the  service 
r  the  year  1810,  much  exceed  six  millions  of 
oiJars  in  the  year  18U,  and  four  million;}  of  dol- 
irs,  aonaally,  after  that  year.  The  expenses  for 
le  year  1811,  and  the  ensuing  years,  may  there^ 
>re,  if  calculated  on  a  Peace  establishment,  be 
Ktimated  as  follows,  viz : 
*ivil  expenses,  both  domestic  and  for- 
eign          -81,500,000 

[iJjtary  and  Naval  Establishments, 
(including  the  Indian  department) 
calculated  on  the  average  of  the  ac- 
tual expenditure  for  those  objects 
during  the  six  years,  1802—1807,  as  • 
will  appear  by  thestatement  F.aboat    2,500^000 


Interest  oo  the  public  debt,  includhig 
the  annual  reimbursement  on  -the 
six  per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks,    -    4,100,000 

y  '      -  -  -  — • 

Total  of  the  annual  expenses  %fter  the 
year  1811,       ....       -    8,100,OOC^ 

Reimbursement  of  the  con'Verted  six 
per  cent  stock         -       -    .   -  •      -    1,860,000^ 

Total  of  expenses  for  the  year  1811  -  >9,960,000> 

-  Whatever  may  be  the  decision  of  Congress,  in 
other  respects,  there  is  a  subject  which  seems  to- 
require  immediate  attention.  The  provisiona- 
adopted  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect 
the  non-intercourse  wi^h  England  and  France,, 
particularly  as  modified  by  the  act  of  last  aei- 
sion,  under  an  expectation  that  the  Orders  of 
Council  of  Great  Britain  had  been  revoked,  are 
inefficient,' and  altogether  inapplicable  to  exist- 
ing circumstances.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  oh* 
serve,  that  exportation  by  land  is  not  forbidden  ; 
and  that,  no  bonds  being  required  from  vessels 
ostensibly  employed  in  the  coasting  trade,  nor 
any  authority  vested  by  law  which  will  justify 
detention,  thope  vessels  dally  tfail  for  British  ports, 
without  any  other  remedy  but  the  precarioua 
mode  of  instituting  prosecutions!  against  the  ap- 
parent owners.  It  is  unnecessary,  and  it  would 
be  paiqful,  to  dwell  on  all  the  ejQTects  of  those  vi- 
olations of  the  laws.  But.  without  any  allusion 
to  the  efficiency  or  political  object  qf  ^any  vystem^ 
and  merely  with  a  view  to  its  execution,  it  is  in- 
cumbent to  state,  that,  from.the  experience  of  the 
two  last  years,  a  perfect  convietido  arises,  that, 
either  the  system  of  restriction,  partially  aban- 
doned, must  be  reinstated  in  all  its  piirts,  and  with 
all  the  provisions  necessarv  for  its  strict  and  com- 
plete execution,  or,  that  alt  the  restrictions,  so  far, 
at  least,  as  th^y  affi?ct  the  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  ought 
to  Be  removed. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
Secretary  of  the  TVeoiury. 

Treasury  DEPAXTiieMT,  /lee.  7tA,  1609. 


SINKING  FUND. 

[Gommnnicated  to  the  Senate,  February  6, 1810.] 

Wasbikoton,  Feb,  5, 1810. 
The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  re- 
spectfully report  to  Congress  as  follows : 

That  the  measures  which  have  been  authorized 
by  the  Board,  subsequent  to  their  last  report  of 
the  4th  of  February,  1809,  so  far  as  the  same  have 
been  completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  this  Board,  dated 
the  second  day  of  the  present  month,  and  in  the 
statements  therein  referred  to,  which  are^  here- 
with transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  a 
part  of  this  report. 

"  a  CLINTON,  Pwuient  of  SenaU. 
A.  GALLATIN,  Secretary  TVeanary. 
C.  A.  RODNEY,  Attorney  QeneraL 
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Trba»9RT  Dbpabtment, 'Feb*2j  1610. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treaxinry  reBpecifully 
reports  to  the  Gommtwioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund- 
That  the  b^luice  nnMining  uneicpeniled  at  the  tii>»e 
of  Ae  yeAr  1807,  an^  applicable  to  payments  ftll- 
ing  doe  after  that  year,  which  balance,  aa  appease 
by  the  statement  B,  annexed  to  the  last  annual  re- 
port, amounUd  to   -        -        •        -     $820,718  09 
Together  with  the  disbursements  made 
during  the  year   1808,  out  of  the 
Treasury,  on  account  of  the  prii^ipal 
and    interest  of  the   public    debt; 
which  disbursements,  as  appears  by 
the  statement  C,  annexed  to  the  last 
annual  report,  amounted  to     •        -  10^390,013  60 


And  amounting  together,  to 


$11,150,731  60 


Have  been  accounted  for  in  the  foIIo««ing  manner : 

I*  There  was  repaid  into  the  Treasury,  during  the 
▼ear  1808,  on  account  of  the  principal  of  moneys 
heretofore  advanced  for  the  payment  of  interest  and 

.  reimbursement  of  the  funded  domestic  debt,  and  of 
moneys  advanced  for  the  purchase  of  stock,  as  ap- 
pears by  thedt^tement  E,  annexed  to  the  last  annual 
report $68,796  11 

n.  The  sums  aetually  applied  during 
the  same  year,  to  the  payment  of  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the.  publfic 
debt,  as  asoertained  by  aoeoonts  reo-  - 
dered  to  the  Treaanry  Depaftmeni, 
•moimt,  as  will  appear  by  the  state- 
ment  A,  to  $10,430^833  36,  m: 

1.  Paid  in  reimburse- 
ment of  the  principal 
of  the  debt,,  and  in- 
cluding the  whole  of 
the  eight  per  cent, 
stock        .        .        -  $6,988,222  01 

3.  Pdid  on  account  of  .         ^ 

the  interest  and  char- 
ges on  the  same        -    3^442,611  24 


m.  The  balance  remaining  unexpend- 
ed at  the  close  of  the  year  1808,  and 
applicable  to  payments  -  falling  due 
after  that  year,  as  asoertained  by  ac- 
counts rendered  to  the  Tieasnry  De- 
iMutment,  amounted,  as  will  appear 
by  the  statement  B,  to    - 


10,430,^33  25 


651,103  33 


$11,150,731  69 


That,  during  the  year  •  1809,  the  following  disburse- 
ments were  made  out  of  the  Treasury  on  aoooont 
of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  yix: 

1.  On  account  of  the  reimbursement  of  the  domestic 
.     funded  debt    -        •        -        -        •  $5,750,065  22 

2.  On  account  of  the  domestic  unfund- 

ed debt,  viz : 

Payment  of  register- 
ed debt         -        •        -   $258  11 

Payment  of  debts  due 
to  foreign  officers  -  13,307  41 


3.  On  aceonnt  of  interest  on  the  Louia- 

.  lana  stock,  and  on  exchanged  and 

ooBverted  atoeke^  payable  in  finiope 


13,565  62 


689,^67,  78 


462,39513 


Amonnting'  eltegether,  as  wfi  qvpear 
by  the  annexed  list  of  wafnnts,  mark- 
ed C,  to-        -        •        ^        -       -$6,4$3,69ea 

Which  diabnisemente  were  made  oat  of  the  iBllovaf 

funds,  via: 
1.  Prom  the  funds  eonstatattng  die  annual  tppiap^ 

tion  of  «ight  millions  of  doUars,  ibr  the  yev  18M. 
From  the  fund  arising 

from  the  interest  on 
.    the    debt  transferred 

to  the  Commissioners 

of  the  Sinking  Fund, 

as  per  statement  I     •  $1,434,773  72 
From  the  funds  arising' 

from  the  sale  of  pub- 
lic lands,  being  the 

amount  paid  into  the 

Treasury,  from  the  let 

October  1806.  to  the 

30th  September,  1809, 

as  per  statement  K  -' 
From  the    proceeds  of 

duties  on  all  gooda, 

wnres,  and  merchan- 
dise, imported,  and  on 

the  tonnage  of  ve»> 
'sets  - 
Amounting   in   all   to 
Which  sum  of     - 
Together  with  the  sum 

advanced  during  the 

year  1808,  on  account 

of  th(B  appropriation 

for   the   year    1809« 

amounting,  as  by  the 

last  annud  report,  to 

$1,547,301  48,  whidi 

ought  to  have  been 

stated,  as  exDiatned  in 

the  note  at  the  £Mt  of 

this  report  at     -        -     1,548;583  63 
Makes  the  amount  of  the 

appropriation  for  the 

year  1809        -        -   $8,000,000  00 


-    4,554;t97  42 


6,451,466  37 


te,45l,4€6  37 


T 

2.  From  the  proceeds  of  dntiea  on  goods, 
wares,  and  nerchandise,  imported, 
and  on  the  tonnage  of  veesels,  adp 
vaneed,  in  part,  and  on  aooonnt  of. 
the   annual  appropriation  of  eight, 
millions  for  the  year  1810 

3.  From  repayments  into  the  Treasury 
'  on  aoeount  of  remittances  purchased 

to  provide  ibr  the  interest  on  the  Lou- 
isiana atock,  as  will  appear  by  the 
statement  £,  via:     . 

Repayment  of  principal 
advanced  from  Treas- 
ury -        -        -       -  $03  20 

Costs  recovered    -        -  51  16 


fljW?'^ 


That  the  above  mentioned  dlsburse- 
•  jnents,  together  with  the  abate  stated 
.balance,  which  remained  unexpended 
at  the  close  of  the  year  1806,  of 


14431 


e6hi(»^ 


And  amounting^  altogatber*  lo    -       -  $7,10^^1  ^ 
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Wiil  be  aeeoanted  Ibr  in  the  next  ennnal  lepoit,  in 

eonformity  to  the  accoante  which  ehell  then  have 

been  rendered  to  the  Treasuiy  Pepartment. 
That,  in  th«  meanwhile,  the  manner  in  which  the  taid 

ram  hae  been  applied  is  ettimated  as  follows': 
I.  The  repaymenta  into  the  Treasnry*  on  aoeoiint  of 

the  principal,  liave,  during  the  year  1809,  amoQifted» 

as  by  the  aboTe  mentioned  statement 

E.to f93Se 

n.  The  sums  actnally  Applied,  during' 

the  year  1809,  to  the  prineipal  and 

iaterost  of  the  pobUc  debt,  are  esti- 
mated as  follows : 
I.  Paid  in   relmbdrse*    ^ 

meat  of  the  principal 

of  the  pubUctiebl,  and 

iodudiiig  the  Isatin^ 

stalment  of  thaOotch 

debt  ... 

%  Paid  on  account  of 

interest  and   charges 

on  the  same 


s;626,479  26 


2,916,778  76 


As  wiQ  appear  by  the  estimate  F. 
m.  The  balance  which  Remained  unex- 
pended at  the  close  of  the  year  1809, 
and  applicable  to  payments  falling 
due  after  (hat  year,  is  estimated,  per 
estimate  G,  at         -       '       .*        * 


6,742,25(1  02 


361,462  68 
$7,103,801  85 


That,  m  conformi^  to  the  proceedings  and  resolutions 
of  .the  Commissioners  of  the  ^nking  Fund,x>f  the 
18th  of  Mirch,  1809,  a  copy  whereof,  marked  L,  is 
hereunto  annexed,  there  was  reimbursed  on  the  IM 
October,  1809,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the 
eighth  section  of  the  act  of  February  11,  1807,  a 
portion  of  the  exchatiged  six  per  cent  stock,  created 
bj  virtue  of  tiiat  act,  amounting  to     $1,161,469  11 

And  there  was  paid,  for  the  reimburse- 
ment of  a  portion  of  the  same,  on  the 
l>t  of  January,  1810^  the  sum  of     •     1»090,749  10 


To  whielv  is  to  be  added  the  .sum  of 
$1,232  16,  which  was  stated  in  the 
report  dated  February  4, 1808,  as  hsT- 
ing  been  paid  during  the  year  1807, 

-  out  of  the  additional  appropriation 
made  by  the  fi^h  section  of  the  atst 
of  April  29, 1802^  fot  the  payment  of 
commiMons  to  the  agents  Msployed . 
in  the  perbkase  of  remittances  for 
the  Dttteh  debt,  when,  in  foot,  the 
said  earn  was  not  paid  out  of  that  ap- 
jfirc^priation,  but  out  of  the  appropria- 
tion of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  it 
having  been  paid  for  commissions  on 
the  purchase  of  remittances  for'inter- 
terest  on  the  Louisiana  stock,  which 
are  not  embraced  by  the  fifth  section 
of  the  act  of  April  29,  1802.  This 
sum,  therefore,  as. it  diminishes  the 
amount  short  advanced  in  the  year 
1807,  on  the  ^>p)ropriation  of  eight 
millions,  forms  an  addition  to  the 
amount  over  advanced  at  the  end  of 
the  year  1808,  on  account  of  the  ap- 
propristtion  of  eight  millions  for  the 
year  1809,  and  is  here  added    • 


. 


I, 


16 


$1,648,688  68 


Amounting,  together  to 


$2,242,218JM 


Which  sum  of  $2,242,218  24»  forms  a  part  of  the  sum 
of  $3,826,479  ^6,  above  stated  as  the  ao^ount  bf 
principal  of  the  public  debt  reimbursed  in  the  year 
1809, 

That  the  loan  authorized  by  the  last  of  the  abote 
reiolotions  of  the  Commissioners  has  not  been  made, 
^re  having  been  no  kiecelssity  for  resorting  to  it. 

And  that  the  statement  H  exhibits  the  amount  of 
>tock  transferred  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
^QQd,  and  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  'States,  in 
^t  for  said  States,  and  standing  to  their  credit  on 
the  books  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  31st  Bteember,  1809, 
no  Mocks  having  been  transfoned  in  payment  for  laiids 
owmg  the  year  1809. 

AU  which  is  Tetpeetfolly  submitted.. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

^OTx  in  relation  to  the  advance  made  during  the 

year  1808. 

^^  advance  was  stated,  in  the  annual  report  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  dated  Febru- 
uy  3, 1809,  at  the  sum  of       -       •  $1,647,301  48 


LOAi^S  AND  ADDITIONAL  DUTIEa      ' 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  March  21,  1810.] 

Jaituart  8tb,  1810. 

Sir:  HaviBff  stated,  in  your  several  reports, 
that  loans  would  consiiuite  the  principal  resource 
of  the  United  States  for  defraying  extraordinary 
expenses,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
have  instrucied  me  to  request  that  voa  will  re- 
pcMTt  your  opinion  as  to  the  most  eligible  mode  of 
obtaining,  monev  by  loatf;  keeping  in  view,  both* 
tke  f$fimty  of  oorrowing  sama,  commenaurate 
with  the  exigencies  of  the  United  ■  0(atea,  and 
the  ultimate  extinguishment  of  the  debt  coo- 
traded. 

You  have  already  given  yoor  opinion  in  favor 
.of  an  increase  of  duties  on  importation.    To 
what  extent  can  this  be  carried  with  safety?   Can 
finv  other  res'ottrces,  except  taxea  and  loana,  be  - 
relied  on,  for  immediate  revenue? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JOHN  W.  EPPES. 

Hon.  A.  Gallatin,  Sec^ry  Treamry. 


Trbasurt  Dbpartmbnt,  A&.  26, 1810. 
Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  snfomit  tfoe  foUowing 
observations  in  answer  to  the  several  objects. of 
inqairy  cfmbraced  by  your  letter  of  the  Stb  ulti- 
mo. Tb«  amount  of  extraordinary  expenaes 
which  may  be  authorized  by  Congress  being  yet 
unascertained,  it  is  not,  even  at  this  time,  practi- 
cable to  state,  with  precision,  the  sum  whieb 
may  be  wanted  on  loan  for  tiie  service  of  tbis 
vear.  And,  in  relation  to  ensuing  years,  it  woaM 
be  prematore  to  lay  down  any  general  rnles  re- 
specting the  most  eligible  mode,  of  borrowittg 
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sums  of  mone]^,  commensurate  with  the  exiffea- 
ciesofthe  United  States  in  ease  of  war.  ft  is, 
therefore,  thought  sufficient,  for  the  present^  to 
point  out  some  of.  the  most  obvious  means  of 
effecting  loans  generally,  leaving  it  a  subject  of 
subsequent  consideration  to  decide,  according  to 
existing  circumstance?,  on  the  most  eligible 
mode,  and  on  the  arrangement  of  details. 

The  inquiries  of  the  Cpmmittee  of  Ways  and 
Means  apply  to  the  three  following  points:  Ist. 
What  is  the  most  eligible  mode  of  obtaining 
money  by  loan,  keeping  in  view  both  the  facility 
of  borrowing  sums,  commensufate  with  the  ex- 
igencies of  the  Unitfd  States,  and  the  ultimate 
extinguishment  of  the  debt  contracted?  2dly.  Ta 
what  ettent  can  an  increase  of  importation  be 
carried,  with  safety?  3dly.  Can  any  other  re- 
sources, besides  taxies"  and  loans,  be  relied  on  for 
immediate  revenue? 

Loan^.'— 1st.  The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  will,  out  of  the  annual  appropriation  of  eight 
millions  of  dollars  for  the  payment  of  the  debt, 
reimburse,  in  1810,  the  residue  of  the  exchanged 
six  per  cent,  stock,  amounUng  to  $3,750,000,  and 
in  1811,  the  whole  of  the  convert^  six  per  cent, 
stock,  amounting  to  $1,860,000.  It  is  probable 
|hat  the,  owners  of  those  two  species  of  stock 
would  consent  tore-loan  the  amount,  provided  it 
was  made  irredeemable  for  a  few  years. 

2d,  It  has  already  been  Stated,  in  the  annual 
report  of  November  5(Jb,  1807,  referred  to  in  thai 
orthis  year, "  that  the  several  banks  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  might  find  it  convenient,  as  the  dimin- 
ished commerce  of  the  couhtry  might  require  less 
capital,  to  loan  to  Governnifent  a  considerable 
portion  of  their  capital  stock,  then  computed  at 
about  forty  millions  of  dollars.  Such  temporary, 
loans  can  be  obtained  only  to  a  limited  amount, 
but  they  are  eooveoient  in  two  respects:  Ist.  They 
do  not  diminish  the  facility  of  obtaining  other 
loans  from  individuals,  inasmuch  as  theykdo  not' 
increase  the  amount  of  stock  at  market.  2dly. 
Being  redeemable  at  will,  and  in  any  sums  which 
may  suit  the  convenience  of  Government,  inter- 
est is  paid  only  as  long  as  the  money  is  wanted; 
and  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt  contracted  is 
rendered  more  easy  and  certain. 

3d.  Loans  may  be  obtained  from  individuals  to 
an  extent  commensurate  with  the  national  capi- 
tal, and  limited  by  the  existing  demand  for  that 
capi^l  for  private  purpose^  The  terms  must 
vary  according  to  circumstances,  always  giving 
the  preference  to  the  most  simple  form  that  can 
effect  the  object.  A  portion  or  the  public  lands 
may,  perhaps,  if  necessary,  either  as  a  premium^ 
or  by  giving  an  option  to  subscribers,  be  advan- 
tageouly  applied  in  faciliating  loans,  or  improv- 
ing their  terms. 

4th.  Treasury  notes,  bearing  interest,  and  pay- 
able to  order,  one  year  after  date,  may  be  annually 
issued,  to  a  moderate  amount,  and  be  put  in  cir- 
culation, both  through  the  medium  of  banks,  and 
in  payment  of  supplies.  A  portion  would  be  ab- 
sorbed during  the  year  by  the  payment  of  public 
lanids  and  Revenue  bonds,  and  the  redemption  of 
the  residue  be  provided  for  by  the  loan  oi  the  en- 


suing year.  This  annual  anticipatioD  of  the  rer- 
enue,  though  liable  to  abase,  may,  if  kept  within 
strict  bounds,  facilitate  both  the  collection  of  ibe 
revenue  and  the  loans  themselves. 

In  relation  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  il«bt 
contracted,  those  who  borrow  can  do  ootbis; 
more  than  to  provide  and  pledge  foods  sdffici«£ 
for  thit  object,  and  to  give  such  a  form  lo  tk 
debt  as  may  not  impede  its  redemption.  Torei- 
der  it  irredeemable  for  no  longer  time  than  isB^ 
cessary  in  order  to  obtain  the  money;  to  make 
it  reimbursable  by  instalments,  at  fixed  periwh; 
never  to  create,  /or  the  sake  of  dimioishiog  tk 
annual  interest,  a  greater  nominal  amoaot  of  stock 
than  the  sum  actually  borrowed;  andtboTeiJ:. 
never  incur  expenses  wliich  are  not  setaallj  m- 
cessar^r  for  the  defence  or  welfare  of  the  country; 
are  principles  essential  for  a  natioa  which  does 
not  contemplate  a  system  of  perpetaal  and  u- 
creasing  debt.  But^for  its  actual  reimbarseofnt, 
we  must  principally  depend  on  the  retoroofproi- 
perous  circumstances,  on  the  growing  resoorce 
of  the  country,  and  on  the  wisdom  of  porsoeces- 
sors.  The  artificial  provisions  of  a  siokin;  k^ 
may  ahvays  be  rendered  inefficient  bf  die  ne- 
cessities or.  e;[travagance  of  Qovemoni.  Tiie 
real  amount  of  a  national  debt  cannot  be  dimin- 
ished, unless  the  aggregate  of  revenoe,  inchding 
the  funds  assigned  to  the  sinking  fund,and  eida- 
sively  of  newloans,  exceeds  the  aggregate  of  ex- 
penditures, other  than  those  for.  the  psjnaentof 
the  principal  of  the  debt.  Favorable  cireom- 
stances,  and  a  rigid  economy  in  the  carrent  ex- 
penses, have  enabled  the  United  States  toreitn- 
burse,  during  the  last  eight  jrears,  one  half  of  tbe 
debt  creaied^by  the  Revolutionaiy  war,  and  dar- 
ing some  orthe  ensuing  years.  Similar  circosi- 
stances,  and  an  adherence  to  the  same  principles; 
will  be  requisite  to  secure  the  actual  reialbQ^9^ 
ment  of  the  debt  which  it  may  now  benece^ry 
to  contract.  But,  that  Government  will  possess 
resources  amply  sufficient  for  that  object,  cannot 
be  doubted.  The  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
would  alone,  slowly,  perhaps,  but  ceruioly,exUQ' 
guish  a  mucn  greater  debt  than  the  United  States 
have  it  now  in  their  power  to  create.  And  it  » 
sufficiently  ascertained  that  the  national  wealibn 
the  United  States,  and,  therefore,  the  meins « 
raising  revenue,  increase  in  a  ratio  still  of^ 
rapid  than  their  population — a  population  wbici 
almost  doubles  every  twenty ^years. 

These  considerations,  connected  with  othe^ 
stated  at  large  in  the  annual  reports  of  NorernKTi 
1807,  and  December,  1808,  produced  s  con ticum 
that  loans  might,  without  danger,  be  reborted  lo 
as  the  prindpal  resource  for  supporting  s  ^' 
Permit  me,  at  the  same  time,  to  observe  that  i&e 
suggestion  has  been  Confined  to  that  object  alooi. 
and  that,  excepting  the  case  of  war, either  imo^* 
diate  or  contemplated,  it  appears  consistent  vi^ 
sound  policy  to  raise,  during  the  year,  the  m^f^ 
of  defraying  all  the  national  expenses,  borrov'i>( 
no  larger  sum  than  the  amount  of  principu  o 
old  debt  paid  during  the  year.  The  propnrtf" 
providing,  even  in  tim'e.of  war,  a  revenoe  eqw 
to  the  annual  expenses  on  a  peace  estabiiuia^'! 
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ie  interest  of  the  existiaff  debt,  tod  that  on  the 
)DOs  which  may  be  raiseoi  hat,  also,  been  sug- 
ested  in  (otn$et  reports. 

Increate  ifDuiiit, — On  that  subject,  but  little 
ID  be  added  to  the  opinions  expressed  on  former 
ecasioDs.  I  still  tbiqk  that  this  source  of  rerenue 
I,  in  the  United  States  and  atlbis  time,  the  most 
rodactive,  the  easiest  to.  collect,  the  least  bur- 
ensome  to  the  great  mass  of  the  people;  and 
lat  the  duties  on  importation,  generalljr,  may. 
1  caseoi  war,  be  doubled,  without  inconrenience 
r  danger. 

Id  time  of  peace,  and  particularly  under  ex- 
iting circumstances,  habits  of  smugglfng  might 
e  promoted  by  so  great  an  increase*  But  the* 
recise  rale  which  may,  with  safety,  be  adopted, 
in  only  be  a  matter  of  opinion,  to  be  tested 
J  experience.  I  would  not  hesitate,  however, 
)  mention  an  additional  duty  of  five  per  cent,  on 
lercbaodise  paying  ad  valorem  dutiev  of  33|^  per 
ent.  on  the  existing  duties  on  all  other  articles, 
s  attended  with  very  little  danger,  and  prefer- 
ble  to  any  other  new  source  of  taxation.  A  re- 
ewal  of  the^duty  on  salt,  which  produced  six 
undred  thousand  dollars  a  year,  may  be  excepi- 
iooable  in  other  respects,  but,  on  account  of  the 
oik  of  the  article,  is  liable  to  no  objection  in  the 
resent  view  of  the  subject. 

It  was  stated,  in  the  annual  report  of  Decern- 
er  last,  tbat^n  tncrtease  of  duties  would,  not  on 
ecoont  of  the  terms  of  credit  allowed  for  the 
ayroeot  of  doties,  supersede-  the  necessity^  of  a 
«n  for  the  service  of  this  year.  The  amount 
r  that  loan  might,  of  course,  be  diminished,  if 
0  credit,  or  a  credit  of  only  sixty  days,  was  al- 
)wed  for  the  payment  of  the  proposed  additional 
uties.  ^ 

Public  Lands, — Theseeonetitut^the  only  great 
ttional  resource  exclusively  of  loans  and  taxes. 
'hey  have,  already  been  hienttoned  as  forming  a 
lod  for  the  ultimate  extinguishment  pf  the.  pub* 
c  debt>;  and  the  possibility  of  their  being  used 
s  a  means  of  facilitating  loans,  has  been  sug- 
ested.  A  portion  might  also  be  usefully  appli^ 
s  a  bounty  to  officers  and  'soldiers,  whenever  it 
lay  become  necessary  to  raise  a  considerable 
irce.  But,  as  an  object  of  immediate  revenue, 
moeh  doubt  whether  this  c|in  be  materially  in- 
reased  without  a  radical  change  in  the  present 
fstem. 

Not  less  than  ten  land  offices  are  now  in  full 
peration.  offering  a  great  choice,  of  good  lands, 
toated  in  various  climates,  and  suited  to  the 
abits  of  the  citisens  of  every  portion  of  the 
^nion.  They  are  sold  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
Dd  sixty-four  cents,  if 'paid  for  at  the  timle  Of 
archase,  and  in  tracts  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
cres.  As  much  is  sold  as  there  is  actual  de- 
mand for  land  in  similar  situations  at  that  price. 
^be  sales  are, Jiowever,  almost  exclusively  con- 
ned to  those  who  are,  or  intend  to  beqome,  ac- 
lal  settlers,  and  all  the  money  which  can  be 
lised  by  that  description  of  purchasers,  is  annu-, 
liy  paid  to  the  United  States.  In  order  to  in- 
rease  immediately  the  amount  of  sales,  a  differ* 
at  capital  fron^  that  which  |iaa  heretofore  been 


applied  to  that  object,  the  capital  of  persons  who 
v^iU  purchase  for  the  purpose  of  selliog  again, 
with  a  profit,  must  be  brought  into  action*  But 
it  is  evident  that  no  person  will  purchase  lands, 
at  the  present  price,  as  an  object  of  speculation, 
whilst  the  United  States  continue  to  sell  at  the 
same  price  in  small  tracts.  To  effect,  the  pro-, 
posed  obiect,  it  would  be  necessary  not  only  to 
reduce  the  price,  but  to  make  a  difference  be- 
tween th^t  of  lands' sold  in  la r^e  tracts,  and  that 
asked  for  small  tracts,  sufficient  to  encourage 
purchases  on  an  extensive  scale.  That  .altera-* 
tion  might  produce  an  additional  revenue,  but 
appears  to  me  extremely  injurious  in,  other  re- 
spects. '  Tlte  present  system  of  sales  has  beMi 
tried,  ahd  answers  the  expectatioiis  of  the  Legis- 
lature. A  gradual  increase  must,  notwithstand- 
ing some  temporary  fluctuations,  necessarily  take 
place.  On  that  I  would  rely ;  nor  would  I  ven-. 
ture  to  suggest  any  other  change  than  that  tJr 
ready  proposed  on  a  former  occasion— a  mode- 
rate and  general  reduction  of  jirices.  dfscontino- 
Ing^  at  the  same  time,  all  sales  on  credit,  but  con- 
tinuing to  sell,  at  the  same  rate,  large  or  small 
tracts  of  land. 

IJiaveth'e  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant. 

.  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
.  Hon.  J.  W.  Eppes,  Chairman,  ^f  c. 


■  • 

Extract  from  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  dated  November  6, 1807.  ' 

It  will  be  sufficient  to  state,  1st.  That  It  ap« 
peiurs  necessary  to  provide  A  revenue  at  least  equal 
to  the  annual  expenses  on  a  peace  establishment, 
the  interest  of  the  existing  debt,  and  the  ioterest 
on  the  loans  which  may  be  raised.  2d.  That^ 
those  expenses,  together  with  the  interest  of  the 
debt,  wifl,  after  the  year  1808,  amount  to  a.sum 
less  than  seven  millions  of  dollars,  and,  therefore^ 
that,  if  the  present  Avenue,  of  fourteen  millions 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  shall  not  be  dimio- 
isbed  more  tiian  one  half  by  a  war,  it  will  still  be 
adequate  ^o  that  object,  leaving  only  the  interest 
of  war  loans  to  be  provided  for. 

Whether  taxes  should  be  raised  to  a  greater 
amount,  or  loans  be  alrogetber  relied  on,  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  a  war,  is  the  next  subject 
of  consideration. 

.  Taxes  are  paid  by  the  great  mass  of  the  citizens, 
and  immediately  affect  almost  every  individual 
of  the  community;  loans  are  supplied  by  capitals, 
previously  a(^cumulated  by  a  few  individuals.  In 
a  country  where  the  resources  of  individuals  are 
not  generally  and  materially  affected  by  the  war 
i;  is  practicable  and  wise  tq  raise  by  taxes  the 
greater  part  at  least  of  the  annual  supplies.  The 
credit  of  a  nation  may,  also,  from  various  circum- 
sfances,  be,  at  times,  so  far  impaired,  as  to. leave 
no  resource  but  taxation.  In  both  respects,  the 
situation  of  the  (Jnited  States  is  totally  dissimilar. 

A  maritime  war  will,  in  the  United  States, 
generailly  and  deeply  affect,  whilst  it  continues, 

Ithe  resources  of  ipdivtduals;  as  not  only  com- 
mercial profits  will  be  curtailed,  but  principally 
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because  a  great  portioo  of  the  aarplas  of  agricol- 
toral  prodace  necessarily  requires  a  foreign  mar- 
ket. The  reduced  price  of  the  priociiNil  articles 
exported  from  the  tJ  oited  States  will  operate  more 
heaTilv  thao  any  contemplated  tax.  And,  with- 
out inquiriog  whether  a  similar  cause  may  not 
still  more  deeply  and  permanently  affect  a  nation 
at  war  with  the  United  States,  it  seems  to  follow, 
that,  so  far  as  relates  to  America,  the  losses  aird 
priyations,  caused  by  the  war,  should  not  be  aggra- 
vated by  taxes,  beyond  what  is  stricHy  necessary. 
An  addition  to  (he  debt  is  doubtless  an  eyil :  but 
experience  having  now  shown  with  what  rapid 
progress  the  revenue  of  the  Union  increases  in 
time  of  peace,  with  what  facility  the  debt,  for- 
merly contracted,  has,  in  a  few  years, been  reduced, 
m  hope  may  confidently  be  entertained  that  all 
the  evils  of  the  war  will  be  temporary,  and  easily 
repaired ;  and  that  the  return  of  peace  will,  with- 
out any  effort,  afford  ample  resources  for  reim- 
bursing whatever  may  have  been  borrowed  dur- 
ing the  war. 

.  The  credit  of  the  United  States  is  also  uoim' 
.  paired,  either  at  home  or  abroad ;  and  it  is  believed 
that  loans,  to  a  reasonable  amount,  may  be  ob- 
tained on  eligible  terms.  Measures  have  been 
taken  to  ascertain  to  What  extent  this  may  be  ef- 
fected abroad.  And  it  will  be  sufficient  here  to 
suggest,  that  the  several'  banks  of  the  United 
States  may  find  it  convenient,  after  the  ensuing 
year,  and  as  the  diminished  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try may  require  less  caj)ttal,  to  loan  to  Govern- 
ment a  considerable  portion  of  their  capital  stock, 
now  computed  at  about  forty  millions  of  dollars. 
It  might  be  premature  to  enter  into  a  particu- 
lar detail  df  the  several  branches  of  re  venue,  which 
Hny  be  selected,  in  order  to  provide  for  the  inter- 
est of  war  loans,  and  to  cover  deficiencies  in  case 
the  existing  revenue  shoula  fall  below  seven  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  A  general  enumeration  seems 
MX  present  sufficient. 

1.  Not  only  the  duty  on  salt  and  the  Mediter- 
lanean  duties  may  be  immediately  revived,  but 
the.  duties  on  importation,  ^nerally,  may,  in 
CMC  of  war^  be  considerably  mcfeased,  perhaps 
doubled,  with  less  inconvenience  than  would 
arise  from  any  other  mode  of  taxation.  With- 
out resorting  to  tbe'example  of  other  nations,  ex- 
perience has  proven  that  tbis  source  of  revenue 
IS,  in  the  United  States,  the  most  productive,  the 
•easiest  to  collect,  and  the  least  oiirdensome  to 
the  great  mass  or  the  people.  In  time  of  war, 
the  danger  of  smtiggting  is  diminished;  thescar-^ 
city  of  foreign  articles  prevents  the  duty  ever 
falling  oa  the  importer ;  the  consumers  are  pre- 
cisely those  members  of  the  community  who  are 
best  able  to  pay  the  doty ;  and  the  increase  of 
domestic  manutactures.  which  mav  be  indirectly 
affected,  is,  in  itself,  a  desirable  obiect. 

2.  Indirect  taxes,  hower  ineligible,  will,  doubt- 
less, be  cheerfully  paid  lis  war  taxes,'  if  necessarv. 
Several  modifications  of  the  system  formerly 
adopted  might,  however,  be  introduced,  both  in 
order  to  diminish  some  of  the  inconveniences 
%hich  were  experienced,  and^  particularly,  to  in-: 
cure  the  collection  of  the  duties. 


3.  Direct  taxes  are  liable  to  a  iiartiealvok|» 
tioa,  arising  from  the  unavoidable  iaeqaalhypr^ 
dueed  by  the  general  rule  of  the  CoDstitatioi. 
Whatever  differeiice  may  exist  betweeo  tk  fe* 
lative  wealth,  and  coirseqaent  ability  of  pijii|, 
of  the  several  States,  still  the  tax  most  oecna- 
rily  be  raised  in  proportion  to  their  relstirep^ 
ulation.  Shoula  it,  however,  become  neccaiir 
to  resort  to  that  resource,  it  is  believed  tkiutt 
raised  upon  that  speciesof  property  in  eaehSoa 
which,  by  the  State  laws,  is  liable  totanMi 
as  had  originally  been  contemplated  by  CoBfna 
would  be  preferable  to  a  general  assessmnibii 
uniformly  on  the  same  species  of  property  ltd 
the  States,  as  was  ultimately  adopted." 


Extract  liKMB  ^e  Annnal  Bepoit  ef  die  Secntnr.if 
the  Tteasui7»  af  DecMnber  10th,  180B. 

'*It  is  certainly  only  with  a  view  to  wtr,  eitlxr 
immediate  or  contemplated,  that  it  will  beeoat 
necessary  to  resort^  at  least  -  to  any  eoosidenble 
extent,  to  extraordinary  sources  of  supply. 

Legitimate  resources  can  be  derived  ooiy  froa 
loans  or  taxes ;  and  the  reasons  whiek  iidace  i 
belief  that  loans  should  be  principally  relied  oa, 
in  case  of  war,  were  stated  in  the  aaaul  itpori 
of  last  yaar.  That  opinion  has  bea  coriobo- 
rated  by  ev^y  subsequent  view  which  hss  bees 
Uken  of  the  sub^t,  as  well  as  by  tbe  pteMi 
situation  of  the  counUy.  ^Tbc  eaibugo  hit 
brought  into,  and  kept  in  the  United  Sutes,  il- 
most  all  the  floating  property  of  the  naiion.  Aad 
whilst  the  depreciated'  value  of  domestic  pro- 
ducts increases  the  difficulty  of  raising  a  cooin^ 
arable  revenue  by  internal  taxes,  at  do  former 
time  has  there  been  so  mych  apacia,  so  mmk  re- 
dundant unemploved  capital,  in  the  coastry 
The  high  price  at  public  stocks,  and  indeed  ti 
all  speaea  of  sleeks,  the  reduction  of  the  poblie 
debt,  the  unimpaired  credit  of  the  Geoeisl  Go^ 
emment,  and  the  large  amouat  of  exi^og  bsok 
stock  in  the  United.  States,  leave  no  dsabt  of  the 
practicability  of  obtaiaing  the  aecessaty  loans  oo 
reasonable  terms. 

The  geographical  situation  of  theUsitid  Sittn, 
their  history  since  ^e  Revolution,  and,aboTeu. 
present  events,  remove  every  apprehenaoB  ei 
frequent  wars.  It  may,  therefore,  be  conlidesilf 
expected,  that  a  revenoe  derived  sdely  ^ 
duties  on  importations,  thouffh  neeesssnly  la- 
paired  by  war,  will  always  be  amply  saffiejest 
during  long  intervals  of  peace, -not  oBiy(od^ 
fray  current  expenses,  but  abo  toretaiboisetbe 
debt  contracted  during  tbe  few  periods  of  wtr. 

No  tnlemal  uxes,  either  direct  or  iodireet,^ 
therefore  contemplated,  even  in  the  cassof  bosts- 
ities  carried  on  against  the  two  gieat  bellig«r^ 
Powers.  Exclusively  of  the  authority  wbia 
must,  from  time  to  time,  be  ^vea  to  bonroattt 
sums  reqoired,  (always  providing  for  the  r^ 
bursement  of  such  loans  within  liaitted  P^^ 
and  of  a  dua  economy  in  the  sevetal  braocbes" 
expenditure  nothing  more  appears  Bseee«(T 
thaa  such  modifications, and  increMeofthedoti* 
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Bidaneet  aiut  lJn$ettled  iieeouali^. 


"^ -^ ^ r 

I  importatioBa^  a^  are  oatnralljr  tuggtsted.  by 
listiDg  citcomstances. 

Although  importattoUB  bava  already  coodidar- 
)ly  dimioisbed,  and  may^  under  tbe  syaiem  now 
I  force,  shortly  be-  altogetber  diaeoatinuedi  no 
Asooable  objection  is:  perceived  against  an  in- 
resse  of  doties  on  such  as  may  si  ill  take  place. 
Had  the  duties  been  doubled  on  tbe  1st  of  Jan- 
sry,  1808,  as  was  then  suggested,  in  case  of  wac, 
le  receipts  into  tbe  Treasury,  during  thai  and 
le  ensatttg  year,  woukl  bave  ^en  infireaved 
tae  or  ten  millions  of  dollars*  Those^artlcles  of 
losc  UDivessal  consumption,  on  wbiob  an  in* 
rease  of  duty  would  be  inoosTenietot,  ate  gener- 
lly  either  free  of  duty,  or  abundailt;  it  is^  there*r 
>re,  proposed.  Ami  not  only  the  MediterWrnean 
Qties,  whicb  wHl  expire  on  die  first  day  of  Janu^ 
ry  next,  should  be  onnlvaeed,  bui  that  ail  the 
zistiog  duties  abould  bedoabled^  on  imfMrtalioDa 
obseqveni  to  tbal  day*" 


U]f8ETTLJfi!Dl  ACCOimTS. 

[Commanicated  to  tie  House,  March  23, 1810]. 

Mr.  CloiNoy  ina.de  tbe  following  report :  Tbe 
;ommittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of 
he  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a 
istemeat  of  the  unsettled  accounts  of  tbe  Treas- 
irjf,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,  in  conformity 
viih  tbe  aet  passed  the  8d  of  March^  1800,  have 
sken  that  subject  intp  their  concideralion^  and 
ttfe  deemed  U  their  duty  particularly  ta  inquire 
ato  tbe  actual  state  of  those  balances,  wh>cb,  by 
hat  report,  app^r  of  gieat  nominal  amount,  and 
)f  which  no  account  bad  been  rendered^ noiwitb- 
Kaodiog  a  oonsiderable  lengtb  of  time  bad,  in 
ntoy  cases,  elapsed,  since  tbe  termination  of 
ihose  services,  on  which  tbe  pnblie  raooeys  bad 
l)teo  ottgioally  advanced.  It  appeared-  to  your 
committee  due^  both  to  tbe  individuals  charged 
with  those  balances  and  to  tbe  public,  that  all 
the  knowledge  possessed  by  the  officers  of  4he 
Tresaury,  teading  to  reduee  tbe  amouat  of  those 
DomiDal  halanoes,  sbould  be  ascettained  and 
comiaQQicated,  to  the  end  tiiat,  on  the  one  band, 
iojurtous  saspteioas  sbonld  not  be  allowed  to  eir^ 
cvlale  under  tbe  saactioo  of  a  Treasury  stalenent ; 
3fld,  onthe  other,  Jhal  real  delinquency  should 
i^t  remain  concealed,  or  find  cauntanance  in 
the  number  and  greatness  )>f  tbese  unaeltled  bat- 
ance*. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  addressed  a  lettv 
jpthe  Ctenptroller  of  tbeTreasuary,  containing  a 
lut  of  the  names  of  all  those,  individuals  wbp  ap- 
P^ed,  from  bis  report,  to  bave  ^rendered  no 
account,"  and  whose  accounts,  from  the  great- 
ness of  the  balances  stated,  required,  in  the  opin- 
u>Qof  the  committee,  a  more  distinct  elucidation, 
aod  requested,  in  relation  to  these  accounts,  a 
particular  statement  of  all  credits,  wbieb,  either 
irom  informal  evidence^  or  ftom  the  operation  of 
the  laws  relative  to  appropriation  and  expendi* 
tnre,  or  from  known  services  rendered,  wer^ 
^uhin  the  knowledge'  of  tbeoffieeraoftbe  Trea»i 


urv,  just  and  certain  ofiGiets  'against  the  nominal 
balance  stated,  in  bis  report:  as  dUe  from  eacb 
individual.  The  letteca  marked  A  and  B,  aii-. 
nexed  to  this  report,  .contain  tbe  information  re- 
quested from  the  Cornptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
and  compress,  as  far  as  the  knowledge  of  the 
officers  of  the  Treasury  authorizes,  the  sphere  of 
apparent  delinquences  of  each  of  those  indi- 
viduals. 

The  greatness  of  these  nominal  balances,  and' 
the  length  of  time  wbich  bad  been  permitted*. to 
elapse,  with  respect -to  some  of  them,  without 
account  rendered  or  demand^,  indicated,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  committee,  a  state  of  accounta- 
bility for  public  moneys,  not  sufficiently  safe  for 
the  public^  nor  just  to  individuals.  The  laws, 
also,  relative  to  this  subject,  appeared  to  them, 
upon  examination,,  susceptible  of  amendment* 
They  establish  no  fixed  periods,  withih  which 
receivers  of  public  moneys  shall  account  with, 
the  Treasury.  They  leave  tbe  time  of  calKng- 
receivers  of  public  moneys  to  account  wholly  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 
They  require,  in  order  to  chtfrge  tbe  debtor  with 
costs,  a  previous  notice  froid  the  Comptroller, 
wbich  protracts  and  embarrasses  the  enforcing 
adjustment  of  accounts.  The  tendency  of  these 
defects  in  tbe  law  has  been  to  render  receivers 
of  public  moneys  negligent  in  rendering  their 
accounts,  and  to  expose  the  officers  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  inconvenience  in  compelling  settlement. 
By  entrusting  so  wide  and  generara  discretion 
to  those  officers,  there  is  thrown  upon  them  an 
unnecessary  and  inexpedient  responsibility*  With 
respect  to  receivers  of  public  moneys,  in  foreign* 
countries,  tbe  effect  has  oAen  been  to -procrasti- 
nate any  settlement  of  their  accounts  until  theic 
return  to  the  United  States;  when,  from  the 
length  of  time  which  has  intervened,  and  the 
difficulty  of  rectifying  mistakes  or  deficiencies  in 
vouchers,  at  a  distance  from  the  place  where  the 
expenditure  was  incurred,  an  expeditions  and 
satisfactory^  adjustment  is  almost  always  difficulty 
and  sometimes  impracticable.  Your  committee, 
therefore,  addressed. a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
tbe  Treasury,  making  inquiry  whether,  in  bia 
opinion,  the  provisions  of  the  law,  relative  to  the 
accountability  of  the  agents  and  receivers  of 
poblie  moneys,  both  at  hoine  and  in.  foreign 
eountries,  were  as  conapietr  as  tbe  public  go^d 
requires,  or  as  the  liature  of  each  particular  ser- 
vice Willi  perniit,  and  requesting  that,  if  the  pres- 
ent system,  in  his  opinion,  was  suseeptible  of 
any  praetical  amendment,  so  as.  to  insure  a  mor/e 
regular  and  punctual  adjustipent  of  tbe  publio 
aceounta,  that  be  would  furnish  your  committea 
with  a  ataiement  of  such  as  he  thought  advisa- 
ble. 

The  letters  marked  C  and  D,  annexed .  to 
this  report,  contain  the  reply  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  that  letter.  In  conformity  with 
tbe  principles  reeonqroended  by  him  a^nd  the 
Comptroller,  your  committee  have  prepared  a 
bill,  which  accompanies  this  report,  and  which' 
they  ask<  leave  to  present  for  the  consideration  of 
tbe  House.  ^ 
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JMofioev  and  Unatiiied  Aectmnto, 


A. 

TrEASUHT  DsPAJITlffElIT, 

OomptroUer'a  Office^  February  28, 1810. 

Sib:  On  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  of  the  25ih 
ultimo,  applicatioo  was  immediately  made  to  the 
Department  of  State,  for  the  information  required 
by  the  committee*  This  information  is  commu- 
nicated by  a  letter,  dated  yesterday,  from  the 
head  of  that  Department.  Hence  the  cause  of 
the  delay  which  has  taken  place. 

The  report  which  I  bad  tne  honor  to  submit  tp 
the  House  of  Representatives,  at  an  early  period 
of  the  session,  in  obedience  to  the  act  of  the 
third  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine,  enti- 
tled ^An  act  further  to  amend  the  several  acts 
for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the 
Treasury.  War^  and  Nary  Departments,"  con- 
tained  all  the  mformaiion  which  tbe  Treasury 
Department  afforded.  To  prevent  impropei  and 
Qnlavorable  impressions,  -i  thought  it  necessary 
to  observe,  that  "some  of  the  balances  standing 
on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  although  nominally 
large,  will,  without  doubt,  .be  greatly  lessened, 
if  not  wholly  extinguished,  when  a  settlement 
shall  take  place,  particularly  those  against  for- 
eign ministers  and  agents;  the  lidvances  having 
been  made  on  account  of  salary  and  other  offi- 
cial expenditures."  Any  further  remark  was 
deemed  unnecessary. 

The  information  received  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  enablea  me  to  be  more  particular 
with  respect  to  those  persons,  a  list.,  of  whose 
names  is  contained  in  your  letter;  that  is  to  say: 

Nominal  balance. 

lames  Monroe  -       -'      -       -$81,555  63 

Charles  Pinkoey  -  -  -  -  -  (J6,117  84 
William  Pinknev  (as  Minister  Plen- 

potenliary)  -  -  -  -  42,117  78 
William  Smith  ....  34,964  69 
Joseph  Donaldson,  jr.  -  •  -  490,139  55 
Christopher  Gore  r  ...  53,222  22 
Chrlstopber  Gore  and  Wm.  Fink- 

ney 40,943  59 

William  Pinkney  (as  commissioner)  55,646  41 
Samuel  Sitgreaves    ....    15;347  20 

On  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, he  will  be  credited  with  his  salary,  rix:  nine 
thousand  dollars  per  annum,  from  the  12th  of 
January,  1803,  to  the  15th  November,  1807;  an 
outfit  eqaal  to  a  year's  salary;  and  m  quarter's 
salary  for  the  expenses  of  retarning  home.  He 
Will  also  be  entitled  to  eredit  for  a  salarv  of  one 
thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per 
nonucn,  paid  to  the  Secretary  of  Legation,  during 
the  period  of  service.  Also,  for  contingent  ex- 
penditures, such  as  postages,  couriers,  £c.,  usu- 
ally allowed  in  similar  cases. 

Mr.  Charles  Pinkney  will  be  credited  with  the 
same  amount  for  outfit,  and  for  salary  from  the 
10th  of  July,  1801,  to  the  2d  October,  1^05,  and 
a  quarter's  salary  for  the  expenses  of  returning. 
Also,  with  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  per  annam  to  a  SecreUry  of  Legation,  I 


during  his  term  of  serf  ice,  and  for  Che  usoai 
tittgeot  expenditures. 

SiuHlar  allowances  wiU  be  passed  to  the  eie4i( 
of  Mr.  William  Pinkney,  when  bis  aceouat  tt 
Minister  Plenipotenfiary  shall  be  rendered,  after 
the  termination  of  hij* mission. 

Mr.  Smith's  mission,  as  Minister .Plenipoto- 
tiary  at  Lisbon,  commenced  on  the  18th  oi  JqIt, 
and  ceased  on  the  9th  of  September,  1801.  Bs 
will  be  entitled  to  similar  credits. 

Mr.  Gore's  account  as  a  eommissieaer.  naier 
the  7th  article  of  the  treaty  of  lOth-  NoVenbei, 
1794,  has  since  been  settled)  and  the  hnlanee  in 
from  him  to  the  United  States  is  aaeertnined  ts 
be  $900  69. 

Mr.  William  Pinkney,  as  a  eommisnoAer,  naie 
the  same  treaty,  will  be  entitled,  on  the  setik> 
ment  of  his  aeeouat,  to  eredit  for  salary,  fromtk 
17th  of  May,  1796^  lo  the  23d  day  of  Febmry, 
1804,  and  for  a  quarter's  salary  for  the  ezpeoie 
of  returning.  The  salary  fixed  by  law  is  9^,667 
50  per  annum. 

Mr.  Sitgreaves  was  a'  commisstoner  under  the 
6th  article  of  the  same  treaty.  His  compensa- 
tion commenced  on  the  20ih  of  Norember,  1796, 
and  ceased  on  his  return  from  London,  which 
was,  as  stated  in  his  letter,  in  June,  1801.  The 
salary  fixed  by  law,  is  four  thousand  foor  bna- 
dred  and  forty*five  dollars  per  annum.  This 
Board  ceased  to  act  on  3Ist  Jbly,  1799;  bos  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  then  President,  that  bis  sal- 
ary should  be*"6on tinned  until  his  return  from 
London,  whither  he  had  been  sent  on  the  basi- 
ness  ofth6  Board.  This  intention  appears  ia  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  Rafos 
King,  Bsq..  of  the  8th  of  February,  1800,  an  ex- 
tract of  which  is  here  given:  **lgiwe  Mr.  Sit- 
f  reives  a  letter,  desiring  him  to' draw  on  yon  for 
is  expenses,  which  are  to  be  defrayed  by  the 
United  States.  He  will,  besides,  receive  bere^ 
his  salary  as  a  commissioner  under  the  6ch  arti- 
cle of  the  Britisb  treaty."  Under  this  author- 
ity, Mr.  Sitgreaves  concerves  that  he  is  not  liable 
to  account.  In  his  letter  to  me.  he  obKrves,  ^  It 
must  be  obvious  that  such  an  armnffement  ex- 
eluded  all  idea  of  accountability;  and  that,  fron 
the  nature  of  the  case,  it  would  be  impossible,  or, 
if  possible,  could  not  have  been  expected,  that  1 
should  keep  or  render  an  account  or  TOQcheivfor 
the  numberless  items  of  detail  which  enter  into 
the  expenses  of  a  gentleman  abroad."  My  view 
of  the  circumstances  of  this  ease,  however,  beia; 
different  from  that  of  Mr.  Sitgreaves,  I  shall  per- 
sist in  requiring  an  account  from  him. 

Mr.  Donald«>n  was  appointed  Consul  of  the 
United  States,  at  Tripoli  and  Tunis,  on  the28tk 
of  March,  1795.  and  on  the  10th  of  Joly,  be  was 
superseded,  in  both  appointments,  by  Mr.  Catb* 
cart,  at  the  former  place,  and  by  Mr.  Eaton  at 
the  latter.  These  gentlemen,  however,  did  doc 
sail  from  the  United  Sutes  until  December  d 
the  following  year. 

Mr.  Donaldson  was  also  employed  ia  ascer- 
taining and  agreeing  upon  the  provisional  or  pre- 
liminary articles  of  a  treaty  with  Algiers;  and  be 
was  authoriied,  under  the  direetioas  and  iosiroc- 
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ions  of  Celooel  Homphreys,  to  eaaye  Ibe  inoney 
ppropriated  by  law  for  that  purpose,  to  be  paid 
t  Algiers,  in  the  maDoer  to  be  agreed  upon. 
At.  DoDaldsoD,  while  employed  ia  these  agencies, 
ras  allowed  his  expenses  and  one  hundred  dol- 
ars  per  monlh.  After  ne  was  established  as 
Consul,  be  was  entitled  only  to  the  salary  limited 
)y  law.  I  have  no  information  as  to  the  pr.eciM 
ime  when  bis  consulate  ceased,  nor  has  any  ac- 
roantof  the  money  paid  by  him,  under  the  treaty 
rith  the  Regency  .of  Algiers,  been  rendered*. 
The  amount  standing  to  the  debit  of  lilr.  Don- 
ildson,  was  ascertained  upon  the  settlement^ of 
he  accona'ts  of  bankers  and  foreign  agents,  as 
Mirticalarized  below. 


Phomas  Pfnkney 
licbard  O'Brien       - 
i  and  F.  Barihg  and  Co.  - 
f.  Balkeley  and  Son 
?arbh  and  Co.  .     •  . 

3.  and  A.  Fonnereau 
f.  Dobrtm  and  Co. 


-  9444  44 

"      UfiOO  00 

-  186,405  93 

614  27 

-  75,674  91 

-  140,000  00 

-  85,000  00 

$490,139  55 


The  forming  accounts,  except  the  two  first, 
nrere  settled  in  ttie  mopth  of  August  last. 

The  correspondence  with  foreign  Ministers  and 
kgents,  during  their  residence  abroai),  is  with  the 
department  of  dtate. '  Upon  their  return  to  the 
[Jatted  States,. their  Bccou pits  are  usually  rendered 
0  that  Department,  and' from  thence  transmitted 
;o  the  Treastiry  Department.  Where  a  balance 
appears  against  a  foreigd  minister  or  agent,  upon 
ibe  books  of  the  Treasury,  he  is  calM  upon  by 
ibe  Comptroller^  to  render  his  accounts.  There 
is  no  fixed  period  for  the  performance  of  this 
ioty.  In  the  exercise  of  his  discretion,  the  offi,- 
eer  must  be  governed  by  a  knowledge  of  the 
character  and  circumstances  of  the  agent,  tbe 
oatureof  his  service,  and  the  probability  of  the 
resolt  of  an  adjustment  of  hfs  accounts^  With 
respect  to  the  practice  which  has  obtained  ii| 
such  cases,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  tQ  add  to  what 
bas  been  premised*  A  letter  from  this  office, 
dated  27tb  of  September,  1803,  to  Colonel  Hum- 
phreys, affords,  I  believe,  the  first  instance  of  a 
call  on  a  Minister  of  the  United  States,  to  render 
bis  accounts.  A  few  settled  promptly ;  and  an 
idJQ&tment  of  the  a^counti^  of  others,  after  they 
were  rendered^  wer^^  unavoidably  postponed,  for 
want  of  the  requisite  vouchers. « 

An  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of 
commissioners  under  the  7th  article  of  the  treaty 
of  1794  has  been  received  from  the  Department 
of  State.  By  this  abstract,  it  appears  that  the 
expenses  of  the  Board,  including  the  salary  of 
thefifih  commissioner^  amounted  to  £21,802  176 
sterling,  which  sum,  at  the  rate  of  $4  44,  to  the 
pound  sterling,  is  equal  to  $06,804  76.5.  The 
abstract  does  not  show  what  part  of  this  accoiint 
vas  paid  by  the  commissioners  of  the  United 
States.  It  appears,  however  that,  upon  a  final 
adjustment  of  the  accounU  of  the  Board,  in  Lon- 
<lon,  oQ  the  23d  of  February.  1804,  there  remained 


a  surpias  of  JC586  4  9,  to  be  returnee!  to  the  Grov- 
ernment  of  the  United  States.  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  ^. 

G.DUVALL. 
JoaiAH  doiNCY,  Esq. 


B. 

Treasury  Departmbnt, 
ComfptroUm^*  Office^  March  9, 1810. 

Sir  :  Since  my  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo  to  you, 
Mr.  Gore  has  remitted  the  balance  due  to  the  uni- 
ted States.  His  account  is  closed  on  the  books  of 
the  Treasury. 

I  hare  the  honor  to,  be,  ^c» 

a  DUVALL. 
.  JbsiAB  dniNCT,  Esq.  Ckairmanffc, 


0. 

Treasury  DEPARTBiEiiT, 

March  14, 1810. 

Sir  :  I  communicated  your  letter,  of  3d  ultimo, 
to  theComptrolier  of  the  Treasury,  with  a^request 
that  he  would  state  those  amendments  to  existing 
laws,  which  in  his  opinion,  would  insure  a  more 
regular  and  punctual  adjustment  of  the  accounts 
of  public  agents  and  other  receivers  of  public 
moneys.  I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  his 
answer^  to  which  I  have  nothing^  to  add  beyond 
what  I  had  verbally  suggested,  viz :  An  express 
provision,  directing  all  public  agents,  or  other  re- 
ceivers of  public  moneys,  to  render  quarterly  ac- 
counts, if  residing  within  the  United  States^  and' 
at  least  annually,  if  abroad.  In  case  of  failure, 
the  Comptroller  should  be  authorized,  fpr  the.rea- 
sons  he  states,  to  institute  suit,  without  being 
obliged  to  give  the  notice  now  required  by.  law. 

I  nave  the  honor  to  be»  d&c. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  JosiAH  duiNCY  Chairman^  fc. 


Treasury  Department, 
Omiptr6ll6i*9  Office^  March  7, 1810. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  under  consideration  that  part 
of  your  letter  of  the  6ih  ultimo,  requesting  my 
opinion  With  respect  to  any  improvement  which 
may  be  made  in  the  present  system  regulating 
the  settlement  of  accounts  and  collection  of  the 
balances  due  to  the  United  States. 

The  system  appears  to  me  to  be  susceptible  of 
am<^ndment.  The  acts  which  at  present  exist, 
and  prescribe  the  rules  to  be  observed,  in  recov- 
ering debts  due  to  the  United  States,  are, 

1st.  An  act  for  the  more  effectual  recovery  of 
debts  due  from  individuals  to  the  United  States, 
passed  the  3d  day  qf  March,  1795;  and 

2d.  An  act  to  provide  more  efiectualiy  for  the 
settlement  of  accounts  between  the  United  States 
and  receivers  of  public  money,  passed  on  the  3d 
of  March,  1797. 

The  first  of  those  acts,  in  prescribing  the  pre- 
liminaries to  a  suit,  in  order  to  charge  the  debtor 


3397 


APPSSNDIX. 


SMS 


Bank  of  the  VnUed  StcOeg. 


wiih  the  costs,  is  too  cirettitovs  and  dilatory  in  its 
pfoviKioas.  Letters  by  mail  are  subject  to  casu- 
alties, and  the  delay  or  mistake  of  a  day  frostraies 
the  whole  proceedios.  I  thiok  it  would  be  suffi- 
cient, after  a  debtor  bad  revised  to  reoder  his  ac- 
counts at  the  period  required  by  law,  to  fii  a  stated 
peri.od,  say  three  mouths,  beyond  which  be  should 
Dot  be  indulged,  and  if  his  accobnts  should  Aot  be 
rendered  in  that  time,  he  should  be  liable  to  pay 
costs«  ia  ease  of  suit,  wbioh  il  should  be  the  duty 
of  the  Comptroller  to  order,  after  the  expiration 
of  three  months. 

It  should  also  be  the  duty  of  the  accountants  of 
the  War  and  Navy  Depart  agents,  in  all  cases 
where  persons  entrusted  with  the  expenditure  of 
pubUo  money  ^should  die,  resign,  or  otherwise 
cease  to  be  employed,  to  make,  forthwith,  a  sep- 
arate leport,  in  each  case,  to  the  accounting  offi- 
cers of  the  Treasury,  in  order  that  a  suit  mi^ht 
be  directed  for  the  recovery  of  ihe  balance,  after 
adjustment.  If  this  be  prescribed  by  law  as  a 
duty,  it  would  produce  a  more  ready  compliance 
than  instructions  to  the  same  effect  from  this 
Department. 

The  (ipceat  object  to  be  obtained  is  to  prescribe 
regulations  which  will  coerce  public  debtors  to 
render  their  accounts  regularly,  at  stated  periods. 
After  they  are  rendered,  there  is  seldom  any  dif- 
ficulty in  adjusting  them. 

The  accounts  of  all  foreign  Ministers,  and  other 
agents,  shotild  be  rendered  to  the  Department  of 
State,  and  from  thence  should  be  transmitted, 
without  dela)r,  to  this  Department,  for  settlement. 

All  which  is  respectfully  siibmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d«. 

G.  DUVALL. 
AlbebtQallatin,  Esq. 

Secretary  of  the  TVeoMury. 


BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  April  4,  1810.] 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedience  to 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  secondv  in- 
stant, respectfully  reports : 

Thai  the  statement  annexed  to  the  report  made 
to  the  Senate,  on  the  second  dav  of  March,  1809, 
contained  all  the  dividends  made  by  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  from  its  establishment  to  the 
date  of  the  report,  as  stated  to  the  Treasury  by 
the  bank.  ^ 

That  the  annexed  table,  A,  being  a  transcript 
of  the  abovementioned  statement,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  the  dividends  made  on  the  first  day  of  July, 
1809,  and  on  the  first  day  of  January  last,  em- 
braces not  only  the  ordinary  semi-annual  divi- 
dends of  four  per  dent,  but  also  of  the  extra  divi- 
dends which  are  within  the  knowledge  of  this 
Department,  and  which,  it  is  believedTnave  ever 
been  made  by  the  bank ;  making,  in  the  whole, 
an  average  of  8  13-36  per  cent,  a  year. 

That  there  reioaiaed  to  the  credit  of  the  bank. 


after  payment  of  the/diyidend  made  on  tlie  fint 
day  of  Jmnuarj  last,  a  surplus  of  ^M09L410l  eoa- 
sitting  of  two  Items,  viz  ;  ^iiS5fW  designated  bf 
the  name  of  ^^  General  B^nk  Bstacci"  inuided 
as  an  ofiset against  the  decay  and  presumed  \on 
in  case  of  sale,  of  the  real  estate  of  the  Bank  tkit 
estate  having  been  paid  for  from  theeapical  stock. 
and  not  from  the  profits  of  the  bank ;  and  9^* 
410,  designated  by  the  name  of  ^  CoBtiagvit 
Fund,"  intended,  in  the  first  piaee,  to  (Bover  lase 
arising  from  bad  debts  not  yet  actuaUy  lost ;  afi4 
the  residue  of  which,  if  any,  will  be  applieable  td 
another  extra  dividend. 

That  the  nominal  profit  resulting  to  the  baok, 
from  each  of  its  offices  of 'discount  and  deposste. 
Qould  not  be  ascertained  without  an  iavestigatioi 
of  all  the  weekly  returns  made  to  this  Depait- 
ment;  and  that  there  are  no  retnxnafroia  whicb 
the  actual  loss  sustained  by  each  office  can  be 
known. 

But  that  the  statement  B  shows  the  permanest 
capital  given  to  each  office  of  discount  and  de* 
posite  \  the  balance  dpe  in  adcount  current  by  tiie 
offices^  to  the  bank,  (Exclusive  and  in  addiuon  to 
the  said  permanent  capital)  on  the  27th  day  of 
March  last ;  the  amount  of  the  notes  actually  dis- 
counted and  due  to  the  bank  by  the  last  returns, 
specifying  the  amount  discounted  at  Philadelphia, 
and  at  each  office,  respectively^  and  an  estimate 
of  the  gross  amount  ot  the  annual  expenses  and 
losses  of  the  bank,  including  its  several  offices; 
by  which  it  appears  that  the  annua}  expenses, 
being  about  91^^)000  a  vear,  the  ascertained  loo- 
ses mutt,  in  the  whole»  nave  amounted  to  about 
$35,000  a  year. 

All  which  ifl  respectfully  submitted. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Trsabuby  Departmbnt,  April  2d^  1810. 


A.^IHvidend8  on  VkUed  Siatea  Bank  Sock, 


Ko. 

Date. 

i     H 

Date.         S  s 

* 

S^\ 

5*^ 

1 

July,        179S 

19 

July,        1801 

4 

% 

Januaiy,  1793 

SO 

Januaiy,  18(tt 

4jt 

3 

July, 

8f 

31 

July, 

44t 

4 

January,  1794 

3i* 

%% 

January*  1803 

4$t 

6 

July, 

23 

July, 

4 

6 

Januaiy,  1796 

24 

Januaiy,  1804 

4Jt 

7 

July, 

26 

July,          •• 

4 

8 

Januaiy,  1796 

"  y 

26 

Januaiy,  1805  |  4 

9 

July, 

27 

July, 

4 

10 

January,  1797 

28 

January,  1806 

4 

n 

July,          « 

29 

July, 

4 

12 

January,  1798 

fit 

30 

January,  1807 

6f 

13 

July, 

31 

July, 

4 

14 

Januaiy,  1799 

32 

Januaiy,  1898 

4 

16 

July,          " 

88 

July,          "       4 

16 

Januaiy,  J800 

34 

January,  1809    4 

17 

July, 

35 

July,          •«       4 

18 

January,  1801 

6t 

36 

Januaiy,  1810 1  4 

*  Dividends  fUlInc  short  «r  due  use  ore  per  eesL  jMT 
t  lacludiag  exua  dltidsiids. 
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Remuthn  of  PenaUim. 


\^-^8taieateiUofike  eaoUalofthe  aeveral  bnmehe9»  and 
of  the  Bank  if  the^  United  States,  and  of  the  anuntnt 
ofdueounis  by  the  last  reeened  returns. 


Cities,  &c 

Capital. 

Amt.  of  notes 
discounted. 

tofton           .        .        * 

#700,000 

#998,869 

^ewYork      - 

1,800,000 

4,175,874 

taitimon       ... 

600,000 

1«349,660 

VishingUm  - 

200,000 

485,285 

forfoUt          ... 

600,000 

880,170 

'harleston      ... 

600,000 

1,409,916 

avannah 

600,000 

1,054,113 

(ew  Orleans  ... 

300,000 

611,617 

'hiladdphit— 

#6,300,000 

Balance  dne  the  bank',  in 

• 

aecoont  eoirent,  by  the 

T 

offices       -    #750,000 

Cap'lnserred  3,960,000 

. 

. 

4,700,000 

4»678»686 

• 

#10,000,000 

#16^37,870 

r'uuleddebt  ... 

1^411,627 

#16,949,497 

Estimate  of  the  expenses  and  hsaes  of  the  Bank* 

iix  per  cent  on  917,000,000,  estimated,  as  per  above, 
as  the  amount  osaally  loimed  on  inteiMl,  is,  per 
aDnom,  #1,080,000,  to  wit :'" 

)ividends  of  8  13-36  per  eeni.  a  year  on  ten  millions 
of  dollars,  actually  paid  to  the.  stbckholderst  is,  per 
anoQin  -        .         -        .        .*       .        .  $836,111 

mdivided  aurplos  on  the  Ist  Janoaiy,  1810, 
1409,410,  divided  by  18  years,  woald  be 
qoal  to  an  annual  dividend  of        •        -       22,746 

•eaTing  for  the  estimated  annual  amount  of 
expenses  and  losses        ....      161,144 


Total 


$1,020,000 


REMISSION  OF  PENALTIB8, 


[Communicated  to  the  Hpuae^  Aprtt  7, 1810.] 

Mr.  Newton,  from  tho  Oommiltee  of  Com- 
leree  and  Manufactores,  to  whom  waa  referred 
Mpettiions  of  Hugh  Smith,  Philip  and  Nreho- 
ts  Rogers,  Jan.,  Joho  P.  White,  and  William 
u  Caldwell,  William  Qastoo,  James  Jouea,  and 
tmes  Hathaway,  made  the  followtDg  report : 
Hugh  Smtih,  a  merchant  of  Alexaudrta,  Dia* 
iet  of  Colombia,  sutes  that,  on  the  13th  of  Au- 
Qst^  1808,  he  became  bound  with,  McClaoahan, 
1  a  bond  to  the  United  States,  in  the  penalty 
f  sixteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  muety'six 
oilan,  conditioned  that  Andrew  Stfewart^  ma»- 
*T  of  ihe  Brig  Catharine,  ahopld  not,  in  trans- 
orting  a  cargo  of  floor  to  Boston,  violate  the 
mbargo  laws.  The  petitioner  is  a  glass  and 
bioa  merchant,  DO  otherwise  engaged  in  naviga- 
on  than  barely  to  import  each  articles  as  aboi^e 
ited;  and  in  a  few  iostaDces,  to  ship  tobacco  on 
oomissioo.  During  the  opetatioo  of  the  embar- 
llihCoM.SdSsss.— 70 


ffo,  he  made  no  shipments,  either  directly  or  in- 
directly. 

'  His  acqaaintapce  with  MoClanahan  was  ia 
con6eqaeDcet)f  an  intimacy  between  their  wivea^ 
previous  to  marriage;  McClanahan,  at  the  time 
the  petitioner  became  hift  secarity,  bore, a  good 
character. 

The  petitioner  being  sjck,  ailid  confiited  to  his 
hoase,  did  not  learn,  until  a  considerable  time 
after'  signing  the  bond,  that  a  few  persona  who 
attended  to  the  manner  of  shipping  the  cargo, 
and  the  aupply  of  provisions,  and  water  taken  on 
board  the  Brig  Catharine,  suspected  the  honesty 
and  fair  intentions  of  McClanahan. 

Capt.  Stewart,  instead  of  going  to  Boston, 
went  to  Barbadoes,  at  which  island  be  arrived, 
as  the  petitioner  has  every  reason  to  believe^ 
with  the  connivance  of  McClanahan,  on  the  15th  ^ 
November,  1806. 

As  soon  as  t|te  petitioner  was  idformed  of  thitf 
last  fact,  he  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea* 
sory,  stating  the  facts  to  fairo*  The  Seerelary.of 
the  Treasury,  in  his  own'  handwciting,  makea 
the  following  note  on  the  back  of  the  petition: 
**  I  ha  ye  no  4ottbt  of  the  innooenee  of  the  peti- 
tioner. The  District  Attoraey  of  Virginia  has 
been  instructed  to  prosecute  McClanahan,  but  he 
is  irot  supposed  to  be  able  to  fty  the  peiMilty.  Ii . 
is  true,  as  stated  by  the  petitioner,  that  he  gave  ; 
the  first  information  to  this  Department, and  wrote 
the  sevei^l  Utters  mentioned  in  the  petition.^ 

The  . petitioner,  on  the  SUt  of  March,  1810, 
presented  to  the  House  a  copy  of  the  oertificatei 
signed  by  James  Sullivan,  Governor  of  MnAacho- 
settn,  addresaed  to  the  Collector  of  the  port  of 
Alexandrie*  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  certify- 
ing that  1,400  barrels  of  flour  were  wanting  for 
Bup|)lies,  to  which  refereace  ia  made  for  further 
particulars.  The  petitioner  does  not,  in  his  pe-  ' 
tition,  state  (hat  he  was  induced  to  become  Mc* 
Cknahau'a  security  in  con8e<iuence  of  the  Gk>v- 
ernor's  certificate.  The  petitiooer  sus^aii^s  a  good 
characten 

Henly  Woodward,  a  percbant  residing  at  Tap- 
pabaonocic,  in  the  Stale  uf  Virginia,  states  that 
he  has  never  been  engaged  in  navigation  further 
than  to  ship  t^  produce  of  the  country  to  mer- 
chants residing  ia  Uie  United  States,  for  the  pur- 
pose oif  making  remittances.  That,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  letter  addressed  to  him  by  Samuel 
Lyon,  of  Baltimore,  he  became  security  for  Jo- 
seph Shutx,  in  the  bond  executed  by  Thomas 
West  and  Joseph  Shutz,  to  the  United  States,  in 
the  penalty  of  sixteen  thousand  dollars,  on  the 
10th  January,  1809,  conditioned  that  the  schooner 
Jane,  of  Baltimore,  of  which  the  said  Thomas 
West  was  master,  should  not  proceed  to  anv  for- 
eign port  or  place,  and  that  the  cargo  should  be 
landed  in  soine  port  of  the  United  Staler, 

The  memorialist  was  influenced,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  become  security  to  the  bond,  in  con- 
sequence of  seeing  a  letter^  addressed  to  the.  col- 
lector ofTappahannock,  by  William  S.  Stone,  of 
Fredericksburg,  recommending  the  said  Shutz  as 
a  pefson  worthy  of  confidence.  Samuel  Lyon 
has  since  failed. 
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of  PmaUifis, 


The  cargo  was  oot  landed  in  any  port  or  place 
of  the  United  States:  The  petitioner's  character 
is  well  snpported,  and  the  committee  entertain  no 
doabts  as  to  the  truth  of  the  facts  set  forth  in  the 
petition.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  makes 
the  following  note  on  the  back  of  the  petition :  "  1 
have  no  doubt  of  the  innocence  of  the  petitioner." 
Several  letters  accompany  the  memorial,  to  which 
Ifae  committee  beg  leave  to  refer. 

Philip  Rogers,  and  Nicholas  Rogers,  jun.,  mer- 
chants, of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  state,  that  they 
were  joint  ownera  of  one  half  of  the  brig  Sally, 
whereof  a'  certain  Henry  I'ravers  was  captain, 
and  also  half  owner;  that  the  said  brig  sailed  on 
the  3d  of  September,  1808.  from  the  port  of  Bal- 
timorcj  to  the  port  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
and  conditionally  to  the  port  of  Savannah,  Gkor- 
.gia,  with  a  cargo  of  flour,  and  some  other  arti- 
cles, partly  shipped  by  Philip  Rogers  and  the  said 
Trarert. 

It  ia  also  stated  by  Nicholas  Rogers,  that  he 
owned  but  a  fourth  part  4>f  the  said  brig,  as  a  do- 
nation from  his  father,  Philip  Rogers;  that  he 
owned  no  part  of  the  cargo ;  that  he  was  absent 
whea  the  said  brig  was  loaded  for  Charleston; 
and  that  he  left  the  sole  management  of  this  mat- 
ter to  his  father,  to  whom  the  greatest  part  of  the 
cargo  belonged.  That  Captain  Trarers,  previous 
to  the  sailing  of  the  said  brig,  received  from 
Philip  Rogers,  by  a  letter,  dated  1st  Septembei*, 
1808,  positive  instructions  to  dispose  of. the  flour, 
dbc,  at  Charleston  or  Savannah,  all  which  will 
appear  by  reference  to  the  letter  contained  in  the 
bodyofthepetitibn.  The  petitioners  further  state, 
that  the  said  Trarers,  on  arrival  at  Charleston, 
sold  a  very  vmall  part  of  the  cargo  there ;  that  be 

Eroceeded,  thence,  to  Savannah,  first  givine^  as 
is  securities,  Messrs.  John  P.  White  and  Wifitam 
A.  Catdwdll,  in  conformity  to  law.  The  peti- 
tioners state  that  the  said  Travers,  instead  of  go^ 
ing  to  Savannah,  proceeded  to  Kingston,  in  Ja- 
maica^,in  violation  of  law,  and  the  positive  in- 
structions given  to  him  by  Philip  Rogers.  The 
last  mentioned  petitioner  states,  that  he  received 
from  Captain  Travers,  for  the  saU  of  the  brig's 
cargo  at  Kingston,  not  more  than  $3,904,  the  said 
Travers  retaining  all  the  profits  for  hitnseif.  The 
petitioners  state  that  they  are  sued  for  99>1S0,  in 
the  district  court  of  Maryland,  and  Caldwell,  and 
White,  in  that  of  South  Carolina,  and  also,  that 
they  hold  themselves  bound,  in  case  of  recovery 
against  Caldwell  and  White,  to  indemnify  them. 
The' petitioners  further  state,  that  Captain  Trav- 
ers is  dead,  leaving  property  to  the  amount  only 
of  two  thousand  dollars.  They  pray  that  the 
penalties  incurred  by  them  and  Caldwell  and 
White,  through  the  misconduct  of  the  said  Tra- 
vers, may  be  remitted. 

,  The  petition  of  John  P.  White  and  William 
A.  Caldwell  is  the  same  case  with  the  one  now 
stated,  as  reference  to  the  petition  will  show. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  states,  in  a  note 
on  the  petition,  the  following  remarks.'  **  Judge 
states  the  facts  to  be  true.  Observe,  however, 
that  Travers,  who  violated  the  law,  was  employed 
by  the  petitioners  as  their  captain." 


William  Ghiston,  a  ci|izeD  of  the  State  of  G«o^ 
gia,  states,,  that,  in  the  course  of  trade  aod  me* 
cantile  concerns,  he  became  acquainted  withSfi^ 
ert  Charle;*,  of  New  York,  owner  of  the  feng 
Eliza  and  Mary;  that  the  said  brig, ooasigod to 
the  petitioner,  had   tnade  several  voyages  fm 
Georgia  to  .New  York,  loaded  b^  the  petiiio&ff. 
That,  in  January,  1809,  the  said  brigarnvedi&tk 
port  of  Savannah,  having  the  persons  of  Robe: 
Charles,  the  owner,  and  Abraham  Grimskv 
James  nutchinson.  and  Joseph  Musgrofe.  pu- 
sengers  on  board ;.  Abraham  Hall  being  the  mas- 
ter.  Grimshaw,  Hutchinson,  and  Musgrore,  wst 
separate! V  introduced  to  the  petitioner,  aod  n- 
commenaedj  as  strangers,  to  him.    These  b: 
mentioned  persons  agreed  to  load,  with  eotua 
the  ^aid  brig  for  New  York ;  while  loading,  u 
petitioner  received  from  Augusts,  54  bales  « eoi* 
ton,  with  directions  to  sell  or  ship  the  same  so 
New  York;  the  price  being  low  at  Saranaalu be 
shipped  the  same  on  board  the  said  brig.   Od  ik 
31st  of  January,  1809,  the  said  brig  was  ready  fo: 
sea,  having  on  board  301  bales  of  cotton— 347  tb< 
property  of  Grimshaw,  and  Musgrore.  aod  % 
that  of  Messrs.  Phelps  and  HowaA,  of  Ao^sa 
The  petitioner  states  that,  at  the  instaaee  of  xht 
owner  und  these  men,  to  wit,  Grimshaw^  Hoteh- 
inson,  and  Musgrove,  be  went  to  tbecostom- 
house,  aod  clear^  the  said  brig,  and  gare  bonds, 
together  with  Uel  Merrill,  a  merchaat  of  the  said 
city',  as  his  security,  to  which  bonds  the  nuster 
of  the  said  brig  was  also  a  party,  for  tbe  safe  ar- 
rival of  thesaid  brig  in  New  York,  dan^ncf  the 
sea  excepted,  with  a  full,  fair^and  perfect  eocfi- 
dence,  that  the  real  destination  was  for  that  port 
and  that  the  said  brig  was  proseeatiog  a  lavfol 
voyage.    On  the  24th  of  Janoarv,  1809,  the  saiJ 
briff  proceeded  to  sea,  having  on  board  her  ovoe: 
and  Musgrove,  leaving  Grimshaw  aod  Hotel!- 
ioson  in  Savannah.    On  the  25ib,  the  day  foUov- 
ing  the  sailing  of  the  brig,  the  two  last  mea- 
tioned  persons  called  on  the  petitioser,  aad  par- 
chased  the  54  bales  ^f  cotton  then  oa  board  the 
said'  brig,  belonging  to  Phelps  and  Howard,  of- 
fering therefor,  a  price  equal  to  that  of  the  Nev 
York  market,  on  a  credit,  which  oflfer  the  petiiioae 
accepted.    On  the  same  day,  GrimslAir  aod  Hot- 
chinson  took  their  passage  for  NewTorL,iA- 
proceeded  down  the  river  to  sea ;  previous  to  brip 
sailing,  Grin^shaw,  Hutchinson,  aod  Mosfroie 
had  engaged  with  the  petitiouer  for  the  storage  a 
300  bales  of  couon,  to  furnish  a  cargo  for  the  s^ 
brig,  on  her  return  to  Savaanah.   immediatdf 
after  the  departure  of  Grimshaw  and  HutehlAiOit. 
the  petitioner  was  informed  of  some  thiog^  tw 
excited   suspicion,  which,  on  examinatioo,  ^ 
found  too  well  supported;  be  immediately iT 
plied  to  counsel  for  advice,  and  as  the  7<^^.f 
board  of  which  Grimshaw  and  Hatcfainsoa  o»  | 
embarked,  was  detained  by  contrary  wio^^  ^ 
took  out  process,  and  had  the  same  aerred.i^ 
the  suit  of  the  United  Sutes,  for  an  iofractioi^ 
the  embargo  laws,  .  The  petitioner  ackoowie4^ 
that  the  said  brig  went  to  Liverpool,  whicb  1*^^ 
as  soon  as  it  was  ascertained,  be  made  thecpllec"'| 
acquainted  with — ^was  always  ready  to|prei>! 
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yideDce  in  lik  power  to  bftmg  the  gvihy  to  pon- 
ihment.  The  petitioner  susiams  a  fair  Bad  good 
haracter.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  makes 
le  following  note  on  the  petition :  ^  The  Judge 
oes  not  positively  state  the  facts  to  be  true ;  and 
[though  he  inclines,  from  GKston's  character^  to 
elieve  him  innocent,  he  alleges 'some  reasons 
rhy  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  become  security." 

The  petition  of  Jaokes  Jones,  of  Hertford  couQty, 
ithe  State  of  North  Caroiin&,aBd  of  James 
[athaway,  the  elder,  of  fidenton,  in  the  same 
itate,  states  that,  sometime  in,  the  tnonth  of  No- 
ember,  18^.  m  schooner,  called  the  Federal  Jack, 
rrived  at  Eden  too.  from  Boston ;  she  was  com- 
landed  by  Joseph  Lewis,  who  appeared  to  be  an 
waer  or  part  owner;  that  her  company  was 
lade  up  or  a  certain  Bordin  Turner  and  — 
rouD|f,  and  two  n^groesw  Qaptaia  Lewis  brought 
certificate  signed  by  the  deputy  aairal  officer  of 
Boston,  endorsed- upon  one  of  the  shipa^  Papers,  in 
hefoUowinff  words:  ''It  Is  the  intention  of  the 
•waen  of  tSis  r^mti  to  bring  back  a  cargo  of 
»itch,  tar,  and  turptntime,  rice  and  corn,  for  the 
iopsQinption  and  use-of  this  district*"  The  pe- 
iciooers  state  thaC|  after  purchasing  a  cargo,  Capt. 
jewis  being  in  ^parent  distress^  as  he  could'not 
ail,  on  account  or  baring  no  person  to  become 
lis  security,  chat  the  petitioners,  after  much  per- 
aasion  and  diffieuUyf  became  security  for  reland- 
ag  the  cargo  in  some  port  or  place  in  the  United 
lutes,  on  the  foUowiig  conditions:  that  the  per- 
oDs  belongiafc  to  the  said*  schooner  should  lea?e 
«r,aDd  put  on  board  another  captain  and  corn- 
any  ;  this  arrangement  was  acceded  to,  and  the 
essel  sailed,  in  the  month  of  January,  18^,  for 
^ston,  under  the  command  of  Daniel  S.  Brooks, 
riih  Preston  Hathaway,  and  the  said  two  ne- 
[roes,  for  her  company ;  Lewis  Turner,  and 
foaRi,  departed ,  from  Edenton  about  the  same 
ime,  intendiaff,  as  they  pretended,  to  ttarel  to 
Cotton  bv  land.  The  petitionera  became  bound, 
D  a  bond  to  the  United  States,  in  the  sum  of 
^,384,  as  seeurities  for  the  refunding  the  cargo 
a  the  United  States. 

Young,  Turner,  and  Lewis,  instead  of  proceed- 
Dg  OD  to  Boston  hv  land,  went  to  Washington, 
^orth  Carolhia,  ana  thence  to  Ooracock,  aiKl  on 
be  arriral  of  the  Federal  Jack  at  the  inlet,  went 
Q  board  of  her.  The  petitioners  state  that  Cap- 
ain  Brooks  being  upprehensiTe  of  those  persona, 
le  informed  the  captain  of  the  revenue  cutter  at 
bat  place,  that  he  beUered  it  was  the  intention 
'f  Young,  Turner,  and  Lewis,  to  go  off  with  the* 
'esse!  and  eftrco,  in  violation  of  the  embargo 
>ws,  and  had  them  removed  from  the  schooner^ 
t  is  also  stated,  that  while  the  vessel  was  passing 
he  bar,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  pilot,  and 
rbile  Captain  Brooks  was  engaged  in  the  cabin, 
^riting.  Turner  and  Young  got  again  on  board 
be  Federal  Jaek,  and  took  the  schooner  from 
tim.  Captain  Brooks  was  thereupon  compelled 
0  leave  the  vessel^  in  the  pilot  boat,  and  the  said 
"orner  and  Young,  retaini&g  Preston  Hathaway 
^d  the  two  negroes,  proceeded  on  their  voyage, 
f  be  petitioners  state  that  they  have  heard  noth- 
Bg  of  the  said  schooner ;  that  they  are  sued  for 


the  penalty  of  the  bond,  and  pra^  to  have  the 
same  remitted.  The  Secretaty  of  the  Treasury 
says,  in  a  note  on  the  petition,  ^ihe  ooUeetor 
states  the  ikcts  to  be  true.'' 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  reason- 
ing in  support  of  remitting  the  penalty  incurreA 
by  Anthony  Buck  is  infinitely  more  applicable  to 
the  petitioner,  Hugh.  Smith,  akhoogh,  m  support 
of  his  oase,  he  did  not  rely  on  the  Governor's  cer- 
tiieate  that  flour  was  wanting  for  the  consumption 
of  Boston,  as  an  inducemeat  to  his  becoming  the 
security  of  MeCianabau.  The  committee,  in- 
diwed  oy.  the  same  reasons  which  they  urged  in 
support  of  the  ease  of  Anthony  Buck,  to  which 
they  beg  leav*  to  refer,  (a)  aak  pemission  re- 
spectfully to  submit  the  following  resolution : 

Beiokled^  That  the- prayer  of  the  petitioner, 
Hugh  Smith,  is  reasonable,  and  ought  to  be 
granted. 

The  Oomnkittee  have  f^ve  to  the  case  of  Henlf 
Woodward,  Philip  Rogers,  and  Nicholas  RogerS| 
Jan.,  John '  P.  White  and  William  A.  Cald weU, 
William  Gaston,  and  of  James  Jones  and  Jamea 
Hathaway,  due  attention  and  consideration. 

The  con^nittee  cannot  perceive,  in  the  evidenoe 
offered  in  support  of  the  abore  cases,  anytiung 
peculiarly  hard,  or  that  the  petitionera  have,  by 
any  act  of  the  Government,  oeen  induced  to  do 
a>  thing,  which^  the  exercise  of  their  own  judge- 
ments, without  its  ioteiference,  would  have  re- 
sisted. If  the  committee  had  indulged  a  dispo- 
sition of  bringing  into  disrepute  penal  laws ;  if 
they  were  conscious  that  no  time  nor  occasion 
could  justify  a  resort  to  them  for  salutary  purpo- 
ses, or  their  enforcement,  when  enacted,  they 
wo«dd  not  fail  to  sei2e  the  present  opportunity  oC 
making  a  stand  against  this  branch  af  iurispni- 
dence;  but,  as  they  are  convinoed  that  this  Gov- 
ernment cannot  be  supported  without  the  aid  of 
penal  statutes,  they  are  clearly  of  opinion  that 
such  laws,  when  passed,  should  be  enforced. 
They  therefore  respectfully  submit  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to 
withdraw  their  petitions. 

\ 

[o.)  NoTK.-^The  following  is  the  report,  in  the  case 
•  of  AxTHovT  Bock,  referrsd  to  in  the  foregomg :] 

The  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  An- 
tliofly  Buck,  of  Fredericksburg,  in  Virginia,  re- 
9pectfuily  submit  the  following  report: 

Anthony  Buck  and  a  certain  James  A.  Stuart, 
in  1808,  became,  jointly  and  severally,  bound  in 
a  bond  to  the  United  States,  the  condition  of 
which  was,  that  James  A.  Stuart,  master  of  the 
SaUy  Barker  Windsor,  of  Hingnam,  in  Massa* 
cbttsetts.  should  proceed  from  Fredericksburg  to 
HingBam,  with  a  oargo  of  flour,  ^ ;  and,  also, 
that  the  said  Stuart  should,  in  no  instance,  vio- 
late the  provisions  of  the  embargo  laws.  The 
fbllowittg  statement  of  facts  is  made  out  from  doc- 
uments in  the  possession  of  the  contmtttee. 

To  prevent  evasions  tfnd  violations  of  the  em- 
bargo uiw8,tho  President  was  invested  with  pow- 
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•ra  to  limit  tbe  shipinent  of  prorisions  to  certain 
places,  in  larger  quantities  than  was  necessary  for 
the  supply  thereof.  The  letter  of  the  President 
to  certain  Gorernors,  of  6th  May,  1808,  is  as  fol- 
lows :  "  Tbe  evasions  of  the  preceding  emhargo 
laws  went  so  far  towards  defeating  their  objects, 
mod  chiefly  by  vessels  clearing  out  coastwise,  that 
Congress,  by  their  act  of  April  25tb,  authorized 
the  absolute  detention  of  atl  vessels  bound  coast* 
wise,  with  cargoes  exciting  suspicions  of  an  in* 
tention  to  evade  those  laws.  There  being  few 
towns  on  our  seacoast  which  cannot  be  supplied 
with  flour  from  their  interior  country,  shipments 
of  flour  become  generally  suspicious,  and  proper 
aubjects  of  detention.  -— ^  is  one  of  the  few  places 
on  our  sea  board,  which  needs  supplies  of  flour 
by  eea,  for  its  own  consumption.  That  it  may, 
not  suffer  by  the  cautions  we  are  obliged  to  use. 
I  request  of  your  Excellency,  whenever  you  deeni 
it  necessary,  that  your  present,  or  any  future  stock 
should  be  enlarged,  to  take  tbe  trouble  of  giving 
your  certificate  in  favor  of  any  merchant  ip 
whom  you  have  confidence,  directed  to  the  colt- 
lector  of  any  port  usualljr  exporting  flour,  from 
which  he  may  choose  to  bring  it,  for  any  quantity 
which  you  may  deem  necessary  for  consumption, 
beyond  your  interior  supplies,  enclosing  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  at  the  same  time,  a 
4]uplicate  of  the  certificate,  as  a  check  on  the  fal- 
sification of  your  signature.  In  this  way  we  may 
insure  a  supply  of  the  real  wants  of  your  citizens, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  prevent  those  wants,  from 
being  made  a  cover  for  the  crimes  against  their 
country,  which  unprincipled  adventurers  are  in 
the  habit  of  committing.  1  trust,  too,  that  your 
Bxcellency  will  find  an  apology^  for  the  trouble  i 
propose  to  you,  in  that  desire  which  you  must  feel, 
in  common  with  all  your  worthy  citizens,  that 
inconveniences  encountered  cheerfully  by  them 
for  the  interests  of  their  country,  shall  not  be 
tamed  merely  to  the  unlawful  profits  of  the  most 
worthless  part  of  society." 

The  selectmen  of  Hingham  addrested  the  fol- 
lowing note  to  the  Collector  of  Fredericksburg, 
(Tappahannock :) 

"HiNQBAM^  Mass.,  Sept.  30, 1808. 

Sir  :  The  bearer,  Captain  Jamas  Stuart,  of  the 
schooner  Sally 'Barker  Windsor,  sails  from  this 
for  your  port,  and  is  desirous  of  purchasing  a 
cargo  of  flour,  corn,  d^.,  dec.,  for  this  and  the  a^a- 
cent  markets. 

These  necessarv  articles  are  getting  scarce  and 
dear.  If  you  will  permit  him  to  take  in  a  cargo 
for  this  port,  you  will  oblige  your  humble  servants. 

JOHN  GUSHING.   } 

JED.  LINCOLN,     >  SeUctmm. 

JOHN  LEAVETT,  ) 

CoLLBCTOR  of  Fredericktburg^  Va^^ 

"  Plymouth,  as.  3d  October^  1808. 

I  eertify  that  the  signers  of  the  within  written 
request  are  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Hing- 
bam,  within  this  eountf.  * 

SAMUEL  NORTON. 


Tns  CoMMovwsACn  or  MASSAcavsttn: 

By  His  Excellency  Jag.  SuUhan,  JStq*,our  Gwnar, 

TO  ILL  WHO  IT  MAT  CONCEaM. 

Know  ye,  that  Samuel  Norton,  Esq^  is  i  j» 
tice  of  the  peace  within  and  for  oar  coo&if  gf 
Plymouth,  duly  constituted,  and  that,  to  hisicti 
and  attestations,  as  such,  full  faith  and  credit aa 
and  ought  to  be,  given,  in  and  out  of  eoort 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  caosed  oorietf 
to  be  hereunto  affixed,  at  Boston,  this  fourth  to 
of  October,  A.  D.  1808,  and  in  the  thirtytbid 
year  of  the  independence  of  the  United  Sutot 
America. 

JAMES  SOUilYAN. 

By  His  Excellency  the  Governor : 

WM.  TUDOR,  SecntttJif. 

'  James  Stuart  was  a  man  nakaowo  toaaybo^ 
at  Fredericksburg,  when  he  arrived  there.  Asii 
customary  in  all  our  seaports,  be  applied  to  tb  i 
petitioner,  Anthony  Buck,  a  commissioD  uxr*  I 
.chant  of  that  place,  to  purchase  a  cargo  of  flev^ 
dbc,  dbc.,  which  the  said  Btick  agreed  to  do^ 
receiving  therefor  the  usual  commisnosi.  Oi 
the  vessel's  being  loaded,  the  said  8mrt  ia* 
formed  the  said  Buck  that,  unless  the  htter  be* 
came  his  surety  in  the  bond  required  hf  tkc  em- 
bargo laws,  the  former  oould  not  retorft  bome« 
The  said  Buck,  in  consideration  of  hsfio*  pa^ 
chased  tbecaigo,and  from  the  testimooiak abort 
inserted,  which  the  said  Bock  took  st  t  pabHc 
recommendation,  from  high  authority,  of  tbe  io- 
tegrity  of  the  said  Stuart,  became  hu  saiety  is 
the  before  mentioned  bond.  - 

The  said  Stuart  states,  that,  near  Naoiatket, 
on  his  return  voyage,  he  lost  bis  bowsprit,  io  t 
violent  storm,  and  all  his  water  except  ooe  cask; 
that,  in.  such  a  crippled  situation,  he  was  com* 
pelled  to  deviate  from  his  course,  and  to  steer 
for  some  Southern  port ;  and  he  finally  soeceedei 
io  getting  into  Havana.  For  partieubn^  the  pro- 
test is  referred  to. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  1809,  the  nid  Bock 
.was  informed  that  the  said  Stuart  had  arrived  at 
Boston,  frotn  Havana,  notice  of  which  he  mmt 
diately  communicated  to  the  Secreury  of  the 
Treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  having  himarrestd 
for  a  violation  of  the  embargo  laws.  The  peo* 
lioner  has  never  been  engaged  in  the  shippiif 
business.  His  character,  from  the  papers  aecos- 
panying  the  petition,  stands  fair.  He  hasalwap 
proved  himself  to  be  a  good  citizen.  Do  tbe  pe 
tition  is  endorsed,  in  tbe  handwriting  of  tkf 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  folbwine  Dote: 
''  —  facts  stated  by  the  district  judge  to  betroe 
I  have  no  doubt  of  the  innocence  of  the  peti- 
tioner. Instructions  have  been  given  to  pro9^ 
cute  Stuart,  in  Massachusetts"  Tbe  coiDiniu« 
beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Seereurf 
of  the  Treasury,  on  the  petition  of  Anthoof  Boo. 
dated  on  the  9ih  of  Jattnarv,  1810. 

The  committee,  on  a  full  consideration  of  tb< 
facts,  as  above  stated^  are  convinced  that  tbe  pe- 
titioner had  no  intention,  in  becoming  the  soretf 
of  Captain  Stuart,  to  afford  the  latter  so  o^ 
tunity  of  evading  the  embargo  laws. 
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^ 


TbeT  ar^  persuaded  that  the  certlQcates  re- 
quired Dy  the  rresidenl's  letter  of  the  6ta  of  May, 
1806.  to  enahle  merchants  and  others  to  procure 
supplies  for  home  consumption,  influenced  the 
petitioner,  in  a  great  measure,  to  plape  confidence 
in  the  honor  and  integrity  of  Captain  Stuart. 
ki  the  eertifieatee  alluded  to  are  aet  forth  in  the 
statemeDt  of  the  facts  made  out  for  the  informa- 
tioQ  of  the  House,  the  committee  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  them  for  particulars.  To  say  that  pen- 
lities  iacnrred,  should,  in  no  case,  be  remitted, 
would  be  unjust.  It  would  be  in  direct  opposi- 
tioD  to  that  enlightened  system  of  jiiriaprudence 
pursned  since  tbe-  commencement  of  this  Qov- 
emmeDt.  To  say  that  they  ought  to  be  remitted, 
venerally,  would  be  to  disarm  the  Republic  of 
one  of  its  most  powerful  engines,  and  to  defeat 
the  end  it  should  always  keep  in  Tiew-r*the  good 
of  the  whole. 

To  ftToid  either  extreme,  the  committee  have 
laid  it  down  as  a  rule,  nerer  to  recommend  a  re- 
laxation in  the  eKeeutfon  of  penal  laws,  except 
in  very  bard  cases :  as,  when  the  suffering  party 
has,  by  an  act  of  any .  branch  of  Grorernment, 
been  induced  to  do  a  thing,  which,  if  it  had  not 
been  for  such  official  act,  be  would  not  have 
doue.  The  case  ,of  the  petitioner  comes  within 
the  scope  of  this  rule,  if  the  consideratioo  which 
the  committee  have  given  to  it  be  correct.  On 
the  ground  that  the  t  petitioner  was  induced,  by 
tbe  eertifieatee  above  referred  to.  to  become  the 
meij  of  Captain'  Stuart,  the)r  ask  permissioo  to 
lobmit  the  following  resolution: 

ReMolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is 
reasonable,  and  ought  to  be  granted.  < 


Fbbdericksbubg,  22i  October^  1808. 
Sir:  The  Governor  of  Massachusetts  having, 
for  some  time  back,  declined  to  grant  certificates 
for  the  transportation  of  provisions  coastwise, 
tbe  selectmen  of  the  several  towns  have  taken 
that  authority  upon  tliemselves;  but  the  collector 
of  our  district  informs  me  that,  agreeably  to  his 
instructions,  he  canttot  permit  Captain  Stuart  to 
clear  out  with  more  than  one-third  of  the  value 
»f  the  vessel  ia  produce,  without  permission 
from  you.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  enclose  t|^e 
certificate  for  your  consideration,  and  have  hopes 
that  you  will  see  the  necessity  of  gntoting^leave 
to  load,  on  board  the  schooner 


deviate,  in  this  instance,  from  the  general  rules  b  j 
which  ne  has  heretofore  been  governed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  dbe. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Mr.  A.  G.  Buck,  Frederickahwrg, 


Trbasuby  Dbpabtmbmt,  Oct,  24, 1808. 

Sib  :  f  enclose  a  certificate  of  the  selectmen 
of  Hingham,  directed  td  yoii,  and  copv  of  a  letter 
written  tbie  day  to  Mr.  Buck  of  Fredericksburg, . 
who  had  transmitted  thst  paper.  I  do  not  know 
OB  what  grounds  that  paper  was  issued,  and  if  it 
shall  be  found  necessary  lo  ascertain  the  extent 
of  shipments  of  .flour  and  corn  requisite  for  the 
consumption  of  Massachusetts,  other  sttpa  will 
be  taken  for  that  purpose.    ^ 

I  am,  very  reapecttully,  dtc. ' 

ALBBR.T  GALLATIN. 

L.  MnsB,  Esq.  CbUector,  Tappdkaumock. 


REVENUS  BONDS  OUTSTANDING. 

[Commumcated  to  the  Senate,  April  17, 1810.] 
Tbbabdbt  Dbpabtmbbt,  April  16, 1810. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor,  in  obedience  to  the  reso- 
lution of  thtf  Senate,  of  the  thirteenth  instant,  to 
tifansmtt  a  statement  of  the  outstandinc  revenue 
bonds,  amouotiog)  on  the'  first  day  of  January 
last,  to  $9,000,000.  • 

But  in  thai  are  included  all  the  bad  debts  which 
have  accrued  on  revenue  bonds,  from'  the  com- 
mencement of  this  Gk)Ternment  to  that  day. 
These,  together  with  the  debentures  issued  prior 
to  the  first  day  of  Januarjr  l«*t,  and  remaining 
unpaid  on  that  day,  are  estimated  at  one  million 
of  dollars,  at  least,  and  must  be  deducted  from 
that  nominal  amount.  The  expenses  of  collec- 
tion mav  be  estimated  at  about  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

The  balance  remaining  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
first  day  of  Jannarv  last  amounted  to  three  mil- 
lion eight  hundreu  and  seventeen  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  seventy'«ix  dollars  and  fifty-four 
cents. 

It  maj  not  be  improper  to  add.  that  the  esti- 
mates or  the  probable  receipts  or  this  yei^r, 


Windsor,  one  thousand  barrels 

cleared  out,  under  bonds,  fo;r  the  port  qf  Boston. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  ^. 

ANTHONY  G.  BUCK. 

Albbbt  Gallatin,  Esq. 


-  Sail*  H«rVAr  "t^^cd  lu  Bunual  report  mM^  tit  thecommence- 
'  r  5  '  ♦  u  ment  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  will  not, 
or  flour,  to  t)e   .^  i*  .  «. :.  »jr„  i,^«^„»  ^;ir.>»  «nof«..i«ii.rr..«^.t.  th^ 


Tbbascbt  Dbpabtmjbmt,  OetoUr  24, 1608. 

Sib:  Tour  letter  of  22d  instant  has  beea  laid 
before  the  President.  He  does  not  think  it  pro* 
per  to  direct  the  Collector  of  Tappahanuock  to 


so  far  as  is  now  known,  differ  materially  from  the 
actual  receipts,  unless  exportations  of  the  foreign 
produce  shoula  exceed  what  had  been  presumed. 
The  total  amount  of  debentures  payaole  in  the 
year  1810,  had  been  there  estimated  at  two  mil- 
lion!* of  dollars ;  and  those  paid  before  the  first 
of  April,  amounted  already,  to  91,360,000. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  »o. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  Pbbbidbiit  qf  tbb  Sbnatb. 
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Receipts  and 
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SkUement  of  bonds  for  duHes  on  merchandise  imported,  otdstandtng  at  the  several  Outcn^kaa 
on  the  \st  January^  1810,  taken  from  the  acanmt*  current  qf  the  Collectors,  as  rendered  taikt 
TVeaswry. 


romTf. 

Amonnt  of  bonds 
outstanding  Jsn- 
uaiy  1, 1810. 

rOBTS. 

> 

Amount  of  ke^ 
ontsltii&tf  J» 
uaiy  1, 1611. 

Portsmouth    •       .       •       - 
Passamaqtioddv      •       «       . 
Frenchman's  o%j  •       - 
Penobscot       .... 
Waldoboroogh        ... 
Wiscasset       -       -       -       - 
Bath       -       -       .       .       - 
Portland         .       .       .       - 
Saco      -       -       •       -       - 
Kennebttnk    •       .       .       • 
York      .       .       -       .       - 
Newbaryport  -       -       .       - 
Ipswich  -       -    .  - 
Gloucester      •       -  •      . 
Salem     -       -       .       .       • 
Marblehead    -       •       - 
Boston   -       ... 
Plynoath,  Mass.    .       •       . 
Barnstable      .... 
Now  Bedford  .... 
DighlOQ         .... 
Nantucket      .       .       .       *. 
Bdgcriown     .... 

Bristol 

Providence     -     .  - 
Newport        .... 
New  London  •       .       •       .. 
Middletown    •       •       .       . 
New  Harea  •       -       •       . 
Fairfield         .... 
AUborgh,  Vt.         .       .       . 

Hudson  •       ^       -       •       «. 
Sagg  Harbor  .       •       •       . 
NewYork     .... 

4 

$66,960  72 

(a)  22.229  69 

«97  50 

11,887  03 

7,273  98 

19,875  ^ 

19,881  69 

39,026  60 

8,375  39 

15,892  50 

15,930  31 

43,515  89 

(a)  1,595  Id 

23,715  38 

391,128  69 

24,982  39 

(a)  1;M5.634  84 

19.640  12 

10,217  60 

5,440  2Sr 

2,669  95 

8^76  04 

612  28 

19,256  81 

95.240  28 

3i;306  37 

23.420  39 

35;254  61 

30302  88 

2,735  15 

12.706  23 

5;985  2d 

1,014  54 

277  52 

3,364)102  6D 

P^rth  Amboy         ... 
Qreat  Egg  Harbor 
Philadelphia  .... 
Detroit  ..... 
Michilimaekiftack  •       •       • 
Wilmington,  Del.  •       . 
Baltimore      •       •       .  -     . 
Vienna   -       -       .      .. 
Snow  Hill      .       .       .       . 
QeorgetowD,  Col.  ... 
Alexandria  "  - 

lYeocomieo     .... 

iTappahamock       - 

East  River     .... 

Richmond      ..... 

Petersbuiv      .... 

Norfolk 

Folly  Laadiog       ... 
Cherrystone         ... 
Camden          ..... 
Edenton         .... 
Plvmonth,  N.  C.     .       •       . 
Washington  .... 
Newborn        .... 
Beaufort,  N.  C;      j- 
;  Wilmington,  N.  C.         -       - 
Georgetown,  S«  C 
Charleston      -       •       .       . 
Savannah 

Brunswick      .... 
St.  Mary's,  Oa.      «»       -       - 
Fort  Stoddert         ... 
New  Orleans  .       -       .        - 

Total 

6,73Da 

{a)  1,077  31 

1,949;049  47 

1,319  a 

(a)  12,032  » 

29.408  U 

62^9  9 

55614 

2,856  7S 

8,19406 

29,855  » 

941 « 

29,411  9 

4.3ffi8S 

13130191 

13.718  79 

1S3875  60 

6;335tt 

49619 

16^56159 

6,845  87 

2,932  44 

52,617  93 

16,7©  75 

297  25 

33,466  2S 

12^81 

5561215  57 

(a)  250.000  00 

-         773  63 

1S.927  92 

163  97 

121749  97 

19,600,717  55 

(e)  These  ports  are  on  estimate. 


IUQGEIPT8  AND  PUBLIC  DEBT. 


[Communicated  to  &e  House  of  RepresentatiTe%  April  17,  161<K] 

TftiAflURT  DbI>aiitment,  April  18, 1810. 

Sir:  I  have  the  Jionor,  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  11th  iostant,  to 
transmit  a  statement  of  the  annual  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  froni  the  4th  day  of  March,  ITSil 
to  the  31st  day  of  December,  1809;  and  a  statement,  of' the  amount  of  debt  annuallf  incorrfi 
and  reimbursed  during  the  same  period. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  ^. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
Hon.  Spbakbr  ofikt  House  of  Reps, 
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Public  DM'-^AmericaH  Abn»afaciure$. 


Skiiefnent  of  theanmud  amotrnfj  and  of  the  annual  increase  an4  decrease  of  the  pubUc  dM^fnm 

' :    Ut  January^  1791,  to  1st  January,  1810. 


Amount  of  Public  Debt  on  the  first  .day  of  each 

yewr. 


Amount  of  Public  Debt  annually  incnuired  and 

buned. 


lit  of 
Jan., 
in  the 
yean 


1791 
1798 
1798 
1794 
1796 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1808 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1610 


Qron  amount 
of  debt* 


76,463,476  62 
77,287,984  66 
80,358,634  04 
78,487,404  77 
80,747,687  39 
83,768,172  07 
88,064,479  33 
79,828,689  18 
78,408,669  77 
88,976,8^  35 
83,038,050  80 
80,712,638  85 
77,054,686  30 
86,487,180  88 
88,318,150  00 
75,783,270  66 
69,818,398  64 
66,196,817  97 
57,088,193  09 
53,178^308  38 


Payments 

made  l>y  the 

Treasury  on 

accountofsub 

sequent  years. 


— T 


293,508  81 

854,167  501 
8,764,636  11 
.8,431,834  •SI 
8,597,649  56 
8,119,899  11 
1,130,455  79 

734,363  37 
1,008,760  48 
1,348,968  61 
1,037,883  44 
1,958,063  55 
8,388,763  45 
1,073,477  66 
1,778,091  85 
1,160,313  04 
1,486,753  08 

458,991  71 

890,818  88 
15,789  68 


Amount' of . 
debt  udpiOTi- 
ded  for. 


Payments  in 
euSk  year  on 
account  of 
principal. . 


Amount  of 
debt  contracted. 


75,169,974  81 
76,373,7^7  16 
77,587,997  93 ' 
75,996,170  06 
78,149,937  83 

81.648.878  96 
80,934,083  54 
78,494,165  75 
77,399,909  35 
81,633,325  74 
88,000,167  36 
78,754,568  70 
74,731,988  85 
85,353,643  38 
80,534,068  65 
74,548,957  63 
67,731,645  68 
64,748,388  86 

56.738.879  81 
58,156,538  64 


3,384,848  66 
8,056,206  86 
3,169,931.63 
8,480,580  74 
8,949,415  88 
3,097,698  74 
8,835,950  81 
1,087,384  48 
1,144,075  48 
1,419,943  55 
2,325,418  55 
3,657,945  95 
5,627,565  48 
4,114,970  38 
6,588,879  84 
6,504,878  08 
4,088,080  67 
8,173,185  88 
3,850,889  77 


5,089,391  00 
5,180,918  84 
1,864,703  36 
4,740*708  86 
6,964,000  00 
400,000  00 

807,465  07 
5,711,700  00 
1,481,700  00 


15,000,000  00 


Annual 


of 


debt. 


1,764,448  14 
3,184,709  38 

8,380,188  68 
3,014,684  66 


4,067,684  58 
61,766  46 


9,373,434  58 


Amaal 


debt 


1,986,230  r 


1,697,693  74 

8,836,950  31 
819,85935 


3,857,91^95 

4,IU^0  38 
6,588,879  84 
6,504^  OS 
4,028,08067 
8,173,125  88 
3,850,889  77 


T-^ 


RECAPITULATION. 


•M.    Debt  on  lit  Januaiy,  1791  -«       •       -       *.  -    . 

Debt  contracted  from  1st  Jinuatyi  1791,  to  Ist  Januaiy,  1801 
Deduct  debt  teimbnrsed  during  the  same  period  - 


$30,040,481  03 
88,465,906  70 


$76,463,476  5S 


Increase  of  debt  in  those  ten  year* 


Debt  on  1st  January,  1801 - 

Debt  reimbursed  from  1st  January,  1801,  to  lat  January,  1810 
Deduct  debt  contracted  during  the  same  period     ... 


44,865,748  48 
15,000,000  00 


Decrease  of  debt  in  those  nine  yearn 


Debt  on  Ist  January,  1810         -       -       ... 

But  as  this  sum  of  $53,173,308  38  includes  the  Louisiana  stock 

The  old  debt  remdnikig  dae  on  tbe'lst  January,  llSlO,  is  only 
And  the  o]d  debt  iiedeemad  during  the  last  nine  yesrs  amObnts  to 


Dobt  on  1st  Jannaty,  1801 


7g574,574  M 

83,088,050  80 


89,866^748  48 

63^178,308  33 
11,860,000  GO 

41,988,303  33 
41,115,748  48 

83,038,050  80 


AMERICAN  MANUFA<;TURE8. 


[Communicated  to  the  House  of  RepresentatiYes,  April  19,  1810.] 

TBBA0UBT  Departmbht,  ApiH  17, 1810. 


r 


Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report,  la 
part,  on  the  sabjeot  ot  Am&ticsjk  manafuctmes.    Some  iaportunt  information  has  been  obiaiaed, 
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American  Manufaeiureti. 


bat  it  is,  m  gencnil,  partial  and  defeetire ;  and  it 
woald  have  beeo  deyirable  that  the  report  might 
bare  been  delayed  till  the  next  setsioo. 

Permit  me  to  obaer?e,  that  the  approaebiog 
eensos  might  afford  ao  opportunity  to  obtain  de- 
uiled  and  correct  informntioo  on  ihftt  subject, 
poTided  that  the  deputy  marshals  were  directed 
by  Coogress  to  collect  it,  and  to  make  retarns  in 
8<]ch  form  as  would  be  prescribed. 

I  hart  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbaksb  of  the  H.  ofR. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedience 
to  the  resolatlon  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, respeetfully  submits  the  following  report, 
Id  part,  on  the  subject  ef  domestic  maoufactures : 
The  feilowtng  maoufaeiufes  are  carried  on  to 
as  extent  which  may  be  considered  adequate  to 
the  consumption  of  the  United  States,  the  for- 
eign articles  a&nuallv  imported  being  les^  in 
Talae  than  those  of  American  manufacture  be- 
loogiog  to  the  aame  general  class,  which,  are  an- 
Doalijr  exported,  viz : 

Manufactures  of  wood,  or  of  which  wood  is  the 
priocipal  material  \  leat.Her,  and  manufactures  of 
leather ;  soap,  and  tallow  candles; spermaceti  oil 
sod  candles;  flaxseed  oil;  refined  sugar;  coarse 
earthen  ware;  snufi^  chocolate,  hair  powder,. and 
mastard. 

The  following  branches  are  firmly  established, 
supplying,  in  several  ina.taaces,  the  greater,' and, 
in  all  a  considerable,  part  of  the  consumption  of 
the  United  States,  viz: 

Iron,  and  manufactures  of  iron ;  manufactures' 
of  cotton^  wool,  and  flax;  hats;  paper,  printing 
tirpes,  pnnted  books,  aird  playing  cards ;  spirit- 
Qoas  and  malt  liquors ;  several  manufactures  of 
hemp;  gunpowder:  window  glass;  jewelry  and 
clocks;  several  madufactures  of  lead ;  straw  bon- 
nets and  hats ;  wax  candles. 

Progress  has  also  bedn  made  in  the  following 
btaoches,  viz: 

Paints  and  colors;  several  chemical  prepara- 
tions and  medicinal  drugs ;  salt ;  manufactures  of 
copper  and  brass;  japanned  and  plated  ware; 
calico  priming;  queens,  and  other  earthen  and 
glass  wares,  d£c. 

Many  articles,  respecting  which  no  information 
has  been  received,  are  unooubtedlv  omitted ;  and 
the  substance  of  the  information  obtained,  on  the 
most  important  branches,  is  comprehended  under 
the  following  heads : 

Wood^  and  MamfactwrtB  of  Woodr^hXi  the 
branches  of  this  manufacture  are  carried  to  a 
high  degree  of  perfection,  supply  the  whole  de- 
mand of  the  United  States,  and  consist  priaci- 
pallj  of  cabinet  ware,  and  other  household  furni- 
tare,  eefcbes  and  carriages^  either  for  pleasure  or 
transportation,  and  ship  nuilding. 

The  ships  and  vessels,  above  twenty  tons  bur- 
den, bailt  in  the  United  States  during  the  years 
IBOl  to  1807,  measured  774,922  tons,  making,  on 
an  average,  about  110,000  ton»a  year,  and  worth 
taoca  thab  six  millions  of  dollars.    About  two* 


thirds  were  registered  for  the  foreign  trade,  and 
the  remainder  Ireensisd  for  the  coasting  trade  and 
fisheries. 

Of  the  other  branches,^ no  particular  account 
can  be  given.  But  the  annual  exportations  of 
furniture  and  carriages  amoun t  f  o  S  170,000.  The 
value  of  the  whole,  including  ship  building,  can-* 
not  be  leas  than  twenty  millions  of  dollars^  year. 
Under  this  head  may  also  be  mentioned  pot  and 
pearl  ash^  of  which,  besides  sopplving  the  inter- 
nal demand,  7,400  tons  are  annually  exported. 

Leo/fter  ana  hkMufaciwreB  of  Leather. — Tan- 
neries are  established  in  every  part  of  the  United 
StatesL  some  of  them  on  a  very  large  scale— the 
capital  employed  in  one  single  establishment 
amounting  to  one  hundred  thousapd  dollars.  A 
few  hioes  are  exported,  and  it  is  stated  that  one- 
third  of  those  used  in  the  great  tanneries  of  the 
Atlantic  States  are  imported  from  Spanish  Ame* 
rica.  Some  superior  or  particular  kinds  of  £ng* 
lish  leather  and  morocco  are  still  imported ;  bi^t 
about  350,000  pounds*  of  American  leather  are 
annually  exported.  The  bark  ia-abundant  and 
cheap,  and  it  seems,  by  the  annexed  communica- 
tion, marked  A,  that  hides  cost,  in  America,  5| 
cents,  and  in  England,  seven  cents  a  pound ;  that 
the  bark  used  for  tanning  costs,  in  Englandt 
nearly  as  much  as  the  hides,  and  in  America  not 
one-tenth  part  of  that  sum.  It  is,  at  the  same 
time^  acknowledged,  that  much  American  leather 
is  brought  to  market  of  i^n  inferior  quality,  and 
that  better  is  generally  made  in  the  middle  4haQ 
in  the  Northern  or  Southern  States.  The  tan- 
neries of  the  State  of  Delaware  employ,  collect- 
ivelv,  a  capital  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
sand dollais,  aid  ninety  workmen,  and  make,  an- 
nually, one  hundred  thousand  dollars  wor^h  of 
leather.  Those  of  Baltimore  amount  to  twentjr- 
two,  seventeen  of  which  have,  together,  a  capi- 
tal of  $187,000,  and  tan,  annually,  19,000  hides, 
and  25,000  calf  skins. 

,  Morocco  is  also  made  in  sereral  places,  partly 
from  imported  goat  skins,  and  principally  from 
sheep  skins.  And  it  may  be  proper  here  to  add, 
that  deer  skins,  which  form  an  article  of  exoorta- 
tion.  are  dressed  and  manufactured  in  the  United 
States,  to  the  amount  required  for  the  consump- 
tion of  the  country.    . 

The  principal  manufaetores  of  leather  are 
those  of  shoes  and  bboto,  harness  and  saddles. 
Some  inconsiderable  quantities  of  the  two  last 
articles  are  both  imported  and  exported.  The 
annual  importation  of  foreign  boots  and  shoes, 
amounts  to  3,250  pair  boou  and  59,000  pair  of 
shoes,  principally  kid  and  morocco.  The  annual 
exportation  of  the  same  articles,  of  Americaa 
manufacture,  to  8.500  pair  of  bootSj  and  127.000 
pair  of  shoes.  The  shoe  manufactures  of  New 
Jersey  are  extensive.  That  of  Lynn,  in  Massa- 
chusetts, makes  100,000  pair  of  women's  shoes 
annually. 

The  value  of  ail  the  articles  annually  manu- 


*Unl«as  otherwise  stated,  the  importations  and  ex- 
portations are»  in  this  i«poft«  taken  on  the  average  of 
the  years  1806  and  1807. 
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ftictured  in  the  United  States,  which  are  em* 
braced  nnder  this  head,  (leather.)  may  be  esti- 
mated at  twenty  millions  of  dollars. 

Soap,  and  T\»ttov>  GcMuttet.— A  irreat  portion 
of  the  soap  and  candles  used  in  the  United  States 
is  a  family  manufacture.  Bat  there  are  also-sev- 
eral  establishments,  on  an  ei tensive  scale,  in  all 
the  large  cities,  and  sererat  other  places.  Those 
of  the  Tillage  of  Rozbary,  near  Boston,  employ^ 
alone,  a  capital  of  one  hnndred  thousand  dollars, 
and  make,  annually,  370,000  pounds  candles,  and 
3B0,000  pounds  brown  soap,  and  50.000  pounds 
Windsor  and  fancy  soap,  With  a  profit,  it  is  said, 
of  16  per  centum  on  the  eepital  employed. 

The  annual  importations  of  foreign  manufac- 
ture are,  candles,  158,000  pounds;  soap,  470,000 
pounds. 

The  annual  ezportations  of  domestic  manufac- 
ture are,  candles,  1,775,000  pounds;  soap,  2,230,000 
pounds. 

The  annual  value  manufactured  in  the  Uqited 
States,  and  including  the  quantity  made  in  pri- 
vate families,  for  their  own  use,  cannot  be  esti- 
mated at  less  than  eight  millions  of  dollars. 

SpermaceU  OH  and  Gemctttf.— The  esublish- 
ments  for  this  manufacture  are  at  Nantucket  and 
New  Bedford,  in  Massachusetts,  and  at  Hudson, 
in  New  York.  Besides  supplying  |he  whole  or 
the  domestic  consumption,  they  furnished,  annu- 
ally, for  exportation  to  foreign  countries,  230,000 
pounds  of  candles,  and  44,000  gallons  of  oil.  The 
wholequaotity,annually  manufactured,  amounted 
to  about  S300,000.  But  the  exclusion  from  for- 
eign markets  has  lately  affected  the  manufacture. 

Rtsjwtd  iShigor.-— The  annual  importations  of 
foreign  refined  sugar  amount,  for  the  years  1808 
to  1807,  to  47.000  pounds. 

The  annual  exportation  of  American  refined 
sugar,  amount,  for  the  same  years,  to  150.000 
pounds. 

The  then  existing  duty  was,  in  the  year  1801, 
collected  on  3,827,000  pounds;  and,  as  the  manu- 
facture has  kept  pace  with  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation, the  quantity  now  annually  made  may  be 
estimated  at  five  millions  of  pounds,  worth  one 
million  of  dollars.  The  capital  employed  is  stated 
at  three  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars:  and  as  the 
establishments  have  increased  in  number,  some 
of  them  have  declined  in  business.  It  Is  believed 
that,  if  a  drawback  equivalent  to  the  duty  paid 
on  the  importation  of  the  brown  su|(ar  used  in 
the  refined  sugar  exported,  was  again  allowed, 
the  foreign  demand,  particularly  ot  Russia,  would 
give  a  greater  extension  to  this  branch.  A  spe- 
eial  report  has  been  made  on  that  subject  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Cotton,  Wool,  ▲nd  Flax. 

L  Spivmiw  WJUb  and  Mannfaehuin^  Ektab- 
IMmanl».-»The  first  cofton  mill  was  greeted  in 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  in  the  year  1791;  an- 
other, in  the  same  State,  in  the  year  1795;  and 
two  more,  in  the  States  of  Massachusetts,  in  the 
years  1803  and  1804.  During  the  three  sueeeed- 
ing  years,  ten  more  were  erected  or  oonamenced, 
in  Rhode  Island,  and  one  in  Connecticut ;  ma- 


king, altogether,  fifteen  mills  ereesed  before  tht 
year  1808,  worxing,  at  that  time,  about  cifbt 
thousand  spindles,  and  producing  aboot  three Ini- 
dred  thousand  pouads  of  yarn  a  year. 

Returns  have  been  received  of  eishty-scvn 
miilsf  which  were  erected  at  the  end  mt  the  yar 
1809;  sixty-two  of  which  (forty-eii^ht  water,  aii 
fourteen  horse,  mills)  were  m  opemcioo,  ai^ 
worked,  at  that  time,  thirty-one  thoiiaaDd  spii* 
dies.  The  other  twenty-five  will  all  be  io  or- 
ation in  the  course  of  this  year,  and,  togetka 
with  the  former  ones,  (almost  all  of  'urkich  are 
increasing  their  machinery)  will,  by  the  estimite 
received,  work  more  than  eiffhty  thouaand  spio- 
dles  at  the  commeoeement  of  the  year  1811. 

The  capital  required  to  carry  on  the  IBaDuft^ 
ture,  on  the  best  terms,  is  estimated  at  the  ratecf 
one  hundreil  dollar^  for  each  spindle ;  ineludiog 
both  the  fixed  caoital  applied  to  the  parehaae  ci 
the  mill-seats,  and  to  (he  constmction  of  therailh 
and  inaehtnery^  and  that  employed  in  wages,  re- 
pairs^ raw  materials,  goods  on  hand,  and  cootii- 
gencies.  *  But  it  is  beheved  that  no  more  than  at 
the  rate  of  sixty  dollars  for  each  spindle  is  gen- 
erally actually  employed.  Forty-fire  pooods  ci 
cotton,  worth  about  twenty  cents  a  poaad.  are,  on 
an  average,  annually  used  for  each  spindle ;  and 
these  prcKluce  about  thirty-six  poonds  of  yam,  of 
different  qualities,  worth,  on  an  average,  one  dol- 
lar and  twelve  and  a  half  cents  a  pound.  Bigbt 
hundred  spindles  employ  forty  persons,  tiz:  fire 
men  and  thirty-five  women  and  children.  Oa 
those  data,  the  general  results  for  the  year  IfiU, 
are  estimated  as  follows: 

.  Number  of  mills,  87;  number  of  spindles,  80,600; 
amount  of  capital  em  ployed.  m,800,00(L  Coiioa 
used.  3,600,000 ;  value.  $720,000.  Yam  span. 
2.880,000  pounds ;  value,  $3,240,000.  Persons  es- 
ployed — men,  500;  women  and  children,  3,5O0l 
Total  employed,  4,000. 

The  increase  of  eardinff  and  spinning  of  cotton 
by  machinery,  in  establishments  for  that  parpose, 
and  exclusively  of  that  done  in  private  mmilies, 
has,  heretofore,  been  fourfold,  during  the  two  last 
years,  and  will  have  been  teafbid  in  three  years. 
The  table  B  shows  the  situation  and  extent  of 
those  several  milU,  and  that,  althoagh  the  greater 
number  is  in  the  vicinity  of  Providenee,  in  Rhode 
island,  they  are  scattered  and  extending  chroogk- 
out  ail  the  States.  Those  situated  within  thiitr 
miles  of  Providence,  are  exhibited  in  table  C. 
and  the  statement  marked  D  gives  the  details  of 
one  of  the  establishments,  as  furnished  by  ooe  of 
the  proprietors. 

The  seventeen  mills  In  the  State  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, iftcluded  in  the  table  C,  which  were  in  op> 
eration,  and  worked  14290  spindles  in  the  ^ear 
1809,  are  also  stated  to  have  Used,  during  thst 
year,  640^000  pounds  of  cotton,  which  produced 
510,000  pounds  of  yarn ;  of  which,  124^000  pounds 
were  sold  for  thread  and  knitting ;  200,000  pounds 
were  used  in  manufactures  attached  to^  or  ia  the 
vicinity  of,  these  mills;  and  the  fesidae  vas 
either  sold  for  wick,  and  for  the  ose  of  ftm0y 
manufactures,  or  exported  to  other  parts.  Eleven 
hiwdred  looms  ate  said  to  be  enjoyed  in  wsav- 
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0^  tb«  f im  spun  by  these  milKs  into  goods,  priii* 
ipailv  of  the  following  descriptions,  viz : 

Bed  tieking,  sold  at  55  to  90  cents  pet  yard. 

Stripes  and  checks,  sold  at  30  to  40  cents  per< 
ard. 

Gioghams,  sold  at  40  to  50  cent!  ner  yard. 

Cioih,  for  shirts  and  sheeting,  sold  ^t  35  to  75 
tents  per  yard.  ^    .  * 

Coaoterpanes,  at  eight  dollars  each. 

Those  several  goods  are  already  equal,  in  ap- 
tearaoee,  to  the  English  imported  artuJeii  of  the 
ame  description,  and  superior  in  durability ;  and 
he  finishing  is  still  improving.  The  proportion 
f  fine  yarns  is  also  increasing. 

The  same  articles  are  m^nafactllred  in  sereral 
>ther  places,  and  particularly,  jit  Philadelphia, 
rhere  are  also  made,  from  the  same  materml, 
rebbiogand  coach  laces,  (which  articleshave  also 
xclodedj  or  will  soon  exclude,  similar  foreign 
mporiatioas,)  table  and  othe^  diaper  cloth,  jeans, 
est  patterns,  cotton  kerseymeres  and  blankets. 
The  mannfacture  of  fustians,  cords;  and  telret, 
las  abo  been  commenced  in  the  inierior  and 
vcstero  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  and  in  Kentucky. 

Some  of  tha  mills,  above  mentioned,  are  also 
mployed  in  carding  and  spinning  wool,  though 
lot  to  a  considerable  atnount.  But  almost  the 
rhole  of  that  material  is  spun  and  wore  in  pri- 
ate  families ;  and  there  are  yet  but  few  estab- 
ishments  for  the  mannfacture  of  woollen  cloths. 
lome  information  has,  however,  been,  received, 
especting  fourteen  of  these,  as  stated  in  table  B, 
isnufsetaring,  each,  on  an  average,  ten  thousand 
ards  of  cloth  a  year,  worth  from  one  totai  dol- 
irs  a  yard.  It  is  believed  that  there  are  others, 
rom  which  no  information  has  been  obtained} 
Dd  it  is  known  that  several  establishments,  on  a 
nailer  scale,  exist  in  Philadelphia,  Baltimote. 
od  some  other  nlacea.  All  those  doths,  as  well 
s  those  mana^ctured  in  private  families,  are 
leoeraDy  superior  in  quality,  though  somewhat 
nferior  in  appearance,  to  imported  cloths  of  the 
ame  price.  The  principal  oostaele  to  the  exten- 
ioa  of  the  manufacture  is  the  want  of  wool, 
vhich  is  still  deficient,  both  in  quality  and  quao« 
ity.  Bat  these  defects  are  daily  and  vapidly  lea* 
ened,  by  the  introduction  of  sheep  of  the  merino 
Ad  other  superior  breeds  \  by  the  great  demand 
or  the  article ;  and  by  the  attention  now  every- 
where paid  by  farmers  to  the  increase  add  im* 
»rorenient  of  their  flocka. 

Manufactoriogestahlishmenta,  for  spinning  and 
'caviag  flax,  are  yet  but  few.  In  the  State  of 
'^ew  York,  tnere  is  one,  which  employs  a  oapitai 
>f  $18,000,  and  tweoty«six  persons,  aaid  in  which 
ibout  ninety  thousand  pounds  of  flax  are  annually 
tpnn  and  wove,  into  canvass  and  other  coarse 
ineo.  Information  has  been  received  reapeccing 
wo,  in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia,  one  of  w4iich 
Hodaces,  annually,  72,000  yards  of  canvass,  made 
>f  flax  and  cotton ;  in  the  other,  the  flax  is  both 
lackled  and  spUn  by  machinery ;  thirty  looms  are 
employed ;  and  it  is  said  that  500^  yards  of 
iotton  bagging,  sail  cloth,  and  coarse  linen,  noay 
w  made  annually. 

Hosiery  j%ay  also  be  eonsideiedns  almoatex* 


clttsively  n  houaebM  manufacture.  That  of 
Qermantown  has  declined,  and  it  does  not  appear 
to'have  been  attempted  on  a  large  scale  in  other 
places.  There  are,  however,  some  exoeptioils; 
and  it  is  stated  that  the  island  of  Blartha's  Vine* 
yard  exports,  annually,  nine  thousand  pair  ol 
stockings. 
II.  Bounhdd  Montifaefiires;— But  by  fistr  the 

{renter  part  of  the  goods  made  of  those  materials, 
cotton,  flax,  and  wool,)  are  •Qanufactured  in  pri« 
vate  families,  mostly  for  their  own  use,  and  partly 
/or  sale.  They  consist  principally  of  coarse  oloth, 
flannel,  cotton  stufis,  and  stripes  of  every  descrifH 
tioo,  linen,  and  mixtures  of  wool  with  flax  or  cot- 
ton. The  information  received  from  every  State, 
and  from  more  than  sixty  diflerent  places,  con* 
curs  in  establishing  the  fact  of  an  extraordinary 
increase,  during  the  last  two  years,  and  in  render** 
log  it  probaUe  tnatabout  t  wo*thirds  of  the  olothtnff, 
including  hosiery,  and  of  the  house  and  table 
linen,  worn  and  used  by. the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States,  wh6  do  not  reside  iir  cities,  is  the 
product  of  family  Jsanufactures. 

la  the  Eastern  and  Middle  States,  carding  ma* 
chines,  worked  by  water,  are  everywhere'  estab<> 
lished,aad  thev  are  rapidly  extending  southwardly 
and  westwardly.  Jeanies^  other  fhmil^  spinning 
machines,  and  flying  shuttles,  are  also  introduced 
in  many  places;  and  as  maajr  fuUine  mills  are 
erected  as  are  rei()uired  for  flatshiag  all  the  cloth 
which  is  woven  in  private  families.  (See  note 
F  and  statement  0«) 

Difficult  as  it  is  to  form  an  enimate,  it  is  in- 
ferred, from  a  comiiarison  of  all  the  facts  which 
have  beea  communicated,  witih  the  popiilation  of 
the  United  States,  (estimated  at  six  millions  of 
white  i|nd  twelve  hundred  thousand  black  per- 
sons) that  the  valae  of  all  the  goods  made  of  cot- 
ton, wool,  and  flax,  which  are  annually  manufkc- 
tured  in  the  United  States,  exceeds  forty  millions 
of  dollars. 

The  manufacture  of  cards  and  wire  is  inti- 
mately connected  with  this  part  of  the  subject. 
Wbittemore's  machine  for  making:  cards  has  com- 
pletely excluded  foreign  importations  of  that  ar- 
ticle. It  will  appear,  by  the  communication  H, 
that  the  capital  employed  in  that  branch  may  be 
estimated  at  9300,000 ;  and  that  the  annual  con- 
sumption amounted,  till  lately,  to  twenty  thous- 
and doxeo  pair  of  hand  cards,  and  twenty  thoo»- 
and  square  f<6et  of  cards  for  oaaehines,  worth  to- 
gether about  $800,000.  The  demand  of  last  y^ear 
was  double  that  of  1808,  aud  is  still  mptdly  in- 
creasing But  the  wire  itsdf  is  altogether  im- 
ported, and  a  very  serious  inconvenience  might 
arise  from  any'  regulation  which  would  cheek  or 
prevent  the  exportation  from  foreign  countries. 
It  appears,  however,  by  the  communication  I, 
that  tne  manufacture  may,  and  would  be,  imme- 
diately established,  so  aa  to  supply  the  demand 
both  tor  cards  and  oiher  objects,  provided  the 
same  doty  was  imposed  on  Ivire,  now  imported 
duty  free,  which  is  laid  on  other  articles  made  of 
the  same  materiaL  T&e  whole  amount  of  wire, 
aanually  used  for  cards,  does  not  at  present  ex- 
oaad  tw«ttty*&ve  tons,  wmth  about  tlQjdoa 
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iffate.— TheftDiNial  importations  of  foreign  hats 
amouDC  to  $350,000;  the  annual  exportation  of 
American  hats  to  $100,000. 

The  domestic  manofaetore  is,  therefore,  nearly 
equal  to  the  home  consumption.  The  number 
made  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  is  estimated, 
by  the  bat  company  of  Boston,  at  four  times  the 
number  required  for  the  consumption  of  the  State: 
and  from  other  information  it  would  appear,  that, 
in  that  State  atone,  the  capital  applied  to  that 
branch  is  near  three  millions  of  dollars,  the  num- 
ber of  persons  employed  about  four  thousand, 
and  the  number  of  hats  annually  made  1,550,000 ; 
of  which,  1.150,000  are  fine  hats,  worth,  on  an 
average,  four  dollars  each,  and  400,000  felt  hats, 
worth  oDe  dollar  each.  That  the  manufacture 
is  still  profitable,  appears  from  a  late  establish- 
ment on  Charles  rirer,  calculated  to  make,  an- 
nually, 35,000  hats,  at  firedollars  a  piece,  and  to 
employ  150  workmen. 

The  quantity  made  in  Rhode  Island,  is  stated 
at  50,000  thousand,  worth  fiYe  dollars  each,  ex- 
clusively of  felt  iiats.  Connecticut  and  New 
York  made  more  than  is  necessary  for  their  con- 
sumption ;  the  lih'gest  establishment  beine  that  of 
Danbury,  where  200  persons  are  employed,  and  to 
tke  amount  of  9130,000  annually  manufactured. 
In  Vermont,  the  manufacture  supplies  the  con- 
anmptton.  It  is  stated  by  the  hatters  of  Philadel- 
phia, that  92,000  hats,  worth  five  dollars  each,  are 
annually  made  there,  in  addition  to  which,  50,000 
country  hata^  worth  three  dollars  each,  are  annu- 
ally sold' in  the  city.  In  various  quarters,  tke 
scarcity  of  wool  is  complained  of,  as  preventing 
the  making  of  a  sufficient  quantity  of  coarse  hats. 
From  all  the  information  which,  hts  been  received, 
it  is  believed  that  the  value  of  all  the  hats,  annually 
made  in  the  United  States,  is  near  ten  millions 
of  dollars,    f  See  note  K.) 

Paper  ana  Prvrding. — Some  foreign  paper  is 
still  imported,  but  the  greater  part  of  the  con- 
sumption is  of  American  manufacture;  and  it 
is  believed  that,  if  sufficient  attention  was  every- 
where paid  to  tne  preservation  of  rags,  a  quantity 
equal  to  the  demand  would  be  made  m  the  Uni- 
ted States.  PtPf  r  mills  are  erected  in  every  part 
of  the  Union.  There  are  twenty-one  in  the  States 
of  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Rhode  Island,  and 
Delaware,  alone,  and  ten  in  only  five  counties  of 
the  States  of  New  York  and  Maryland.  Eleven 
of  those  mills  employ  a  capital  of  two  hundred 
tkousand  dollars,  and  180  workmen,  and  make, 
annually,  $150,000  worth  of  paper. 

Printing  is  carried  on  to  an  extent  commensu- 
rate with  the  demand.  Exclusively  of  the  nu- 
merous newspapers,  which  alone  form  a  consid- 
erable item  in  value,  all  the  books  for  which  there 
is  an  adequate  number  of  purchasers,  are  printed 
in  the  United  States.  But  sufficient  data  have 
not  been  obtained  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  an- 
Bi»l  aggregate  value  of  the  paper  made,  and  of 
the  printing  and  bdok  binding  executed  in  the 
United  States,  other  than  what  may  be  inferred 
from  the  population.  Themanufaetures  of  hang- 
ing paper,  and  of  playing  cards,  are  also  exten- 
sive ;  and  thai  of  printing  types,  of  which  there 


are  two  establishments,  the  principal  at  Phik^H- 
phia,  and  another  at  Baltimore,  was  fully  s^- 
quale  to  the  demand,  but  has  lately  been  afiecttd 
by  the  want  of  regofus  of  antimony. 

Manufacture$  of  Hemp, — The  annaal  importa- 
tions of  forei|:n  hemp,  amounted  to  6.200  tons.  Bm 
the  ioterraption  of  commerce  hasgreatly  promoted 
the  cultivation  of  that  article  in  MasFach^se(^ 
New  York,  Kentucky,  and  several  other  places; 
and  it  is  bi^lieved  that  a  sufficient  qoancicy  wilL 
in  a  short  time,  be  produced  in  the  United  Sutes! 

The  manufacture  of  ropes,  cables,  and  cordage, 
of  every  description,  may  be  considered  as  equal 
to  the  demand,  the  exportations  of  American  man- 
ufacture, for  1^06  and  1807,  having  exceeded  tke 
average  of  6,500. quintals,  and  the  importations 
from  foreign  ports,  having  fallen  short  of  4;300 
ditto. 

Exclusive  of  the  rope-walks  in  all  the  seaports, 
there  are  fifteeen  in  Kentucky  alone,  which  con- 
sume about  one  thousand  tons  of  hemp  a  year; 
and  six  new  Works  were  in  a  state  of  preparation 
for  the  present  year.  * 

The  manufactures  of  sail  duck,  formerly  es- 
tablished in  Rhode  Island,  in  Connecticoc,  Bud 
at  Salem,  have  been  abandoned  or  suspended, 
partly  on  account  of  the  high  price  of  hemp,  and 
partly  for  want  of  capital.  Some  is  still  made ; 
and  the  species  of  canvass,  commonly  called  cotton 
bagging,  is  now  manufactured,  in  varioos  places, 
on  an  extensive  scale.  An  establishment  at  Phil- 
adelphia, employs  eight  looms,  and  can  make,  aa- 
nuaily,  17,000  yards  of  duck,  or  46,000  yards  of 
cotton  bagging.  There  are  thirteen  manufactnres 
in  Kentucky,  and  two  in  West  Tennessee.  The 
five  at  or  near  Lexington,  make  annaaily  250,- 
000  yards  of  duck  and  cotton  bagging. 

Spirituous  aud  Malt  Liquors, — The  doty  on 
licensed  stills,  amounted,  in  1801,  to  $372,000,  and, 
on  account  of  omissions,  might  be  estimated  at 
$450,000.  As  the  duty  actually  paid  on  the  spirits 
distilled  in  those  stills,  did  not,  on  an  aTerage,  ex- 
ceed five  cents  per  gallon,  tlie  quantity  of  sprits 
distilled  during  that  year,  from  grain  and  trait, 
(exclusively  ofthe  large  gin  distilleries  in  cities,) 
must  have  amounted  to  about  9,000,000  of  nllons 
and  may,  at  present,  the  manufacinring  having 
increased,  at  least  in  the  same  ratio  as  the  popu- 
lation, be  estimated  at  twelve  millions  of  ealloos. 
To  this  most  be  added  about  three  millions  of 
gallons  of  gin  and  rum,  distilled  in  cities  ;  making 
an  aegregate  of  fifteen  millions  of  gallons. 

The  importations  of  foreign  spirits,  are,  never- 
theless, very  considerable,  having  amounted,  du- 
ring the  years  1806  and  1807,  to  9,750,000  gallons 
a  year,  and  yidding  a  net  annual  revenae  to  the 
United  States,  of  1^,865.000. 

The  qoantity  of  malt  liquors  made  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  nearly  equal  to  their  coosomptioa. 
The  annual  foreign  importations  amonnt  only  to 
185,000  gallons,  and  the  annual  exporutioos  of 
Ameriean  beer  and  eider  to  187,000  gallons.  Bat 
the  amount  actually  made,  cannot  be^eorrectly 
stated.  It  has  been  said,  that  the  breweries  (a 
Philadelphia  consumed,  annually,  150,000 bushels 
of  malt ;  and,  exolostvwy  of  the  numcroot  estab- 
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[ishmenta  on  a  smaller  scale,  cjispemd  ttiroogboat 
he  coontry,'  exieosive  breweries  are  known  to 
>xist  in  New  York  and  Baltimore, 

From  these  dataj  the  aggreffate  valae  of  spirit- 
loas  aod  malt  liqoors,  annually  made  in  the  Uni- 
ed  States,  cannot  ,be  estknated  at  less  than  ten 
DQillions  of  dollars. 

Irouy  <md  Manufadurea  of  IraiL — The  infer- 
oaation  received  respecting  that  important  branch 
s  rery  imperfect  It  is,  however,  well  known, 
hat  iron  oje  abounds,  and  that  nomerousfomaces 
lod  forges  are  erected,  throughout  the  United 
States.  They  supply  a  sufficient  quantity  of  hoi* 
ow  ware,  and  of  castings,  of  every  description ; 
mt  about  4,500  tons  of  rar  iron  are  annually  im- 
K>rted  from  Aussia,  and  probably,  an  equal  quan- 
itj  from  Sweden  and  EngiaiMl  together.  A  vague 
isrimate  states  the  amount  of  bar  iron  annually 
ised  in  the  United  States,  at  fiftv  thousand  tons, 
vhich  would  leave  about  forty  tnousKnd  for  that 
>f  American  madufaotore.  Although  a  great 
proportion  of  the  ore  found  in  Vermont,  Pennsjri- 
rania,  Mary  land,  and  Virginia,  be  of  a  superior 
]uality,  and  some  of  the  iron  manufactured  there 
|qual  to  any  imported,  it  is  to  be  regietted,  that, 
rom  the  demand,  and  from  want  of  proper  atten- 
ion  in  the  manufacture,  much  inferior  American 
ron  is  brought  to  market.  On  that  kocount,  the 
vant  of  the  ordinary  supply  of  Russian  iron  has 
»een  felt  in  some  of  the  slitting  and  rolling  mills. 
$ut,  whilst  a  reduction  of  the  duty  on  Russian 
ron  is  asked  from  several  quarters,  it  is  generaJIv 
tated  that  a  high  or  ptohibitory  duty  on  Enrglish 
Nir,  slit,  rolled,  and  sheet  iron,  would  be  benefi- 
:ial ;  that  which  is  usually  ioiported  on  account 
(f  its  cheapness,  being  made  with  pit  coal,  and  of 
I  very  inferior  quality.  ^X  V 

The  annual  importations  of  sheet,  slit,  and 
loop  iron,  amount  to  five  hundred  and  sixty-five 
oos  ;  and  the  quantity  rolled  and  slit  in  the;,  Uui^ 
ed  States,  is  estimated  at  seven  thousand  tons, 
o  the  State  of  Massachusetts  alone,  are  found 
hirteen  rolling  and  slitting  bills,  in  which  about 
1,500  tons  of  bar  iron,  pnncipaUy  from  Russia, 
ire  annually  rolled  or  slit.  A  portion  is  used  for 
iheet  iron  and  nail  rods  for  wrought  nails ;.  but 
wo-thirds  of  the  wholequantity  of  bariron  flat- 
ened  by  machinery  in  the  United  States,  is  used 
n  the  manufacture  of  cut  nails,  which  has  now 
extended  throughout  the  whole  c<Mintry,  nnd.  be- 
ng  altosether  an  American  invention,  substitut- 
ng  macninery  to  manual  labor,  deserveaparticu* 
ar  notice.  The  details  on  that  subject  will  be 
ouod  in  the  communications  L  and  M;  and  it 
vill  be  sufficient  here  to  state,  that  the  annual 
product  pf  that  branch  alone,  may  be  estimated 
Lt  twelve  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  that, 
exclusively  of  the  saving  of  fuel,  the  expense  of 
nanufacturtog  cut  nails,  is  not  one«thiru  part  of 
:hat  of  forging  wrought  nails.  About  two  bun- 
Ired  and  eighty  tons  are  already  annually  export- 
ed, but  the  United  States  continue  to  import,  an- 
laally,  more  than  fifteen  hundred  tons  of  wrought 
lails  and  spikes.  An  increase  of  duty  on  these, 
lod  a  drawback  on  the  exportation  of  the  cut 
tails,  ill  generally  asked  for. 


A  considerable  quantity  of  blistered,  and  some 
refined  steel,  are  made  in  America ;  but  the  for- 
eign importations  exceed  U,000  cwt.  a  year. 

The  manufactures  of  iron  consist  principally  of 
agricultural  implements,  and  of  all  the  usual 
work  performea  by  common  blacksmiths.  To 
these  may  be  added  anchors,  shovels,  and  spades, 
axes,  scythes,  and  dther  edge  tools,  saws,  bits,  ana 
stirrups,  and  a  great  variety  of  the  coarser  arti- 
cles of  ironmongery ;  but  cutlery,  and  all  the 
finer  species  of  hardware,  and  of  steel  work,  are 
almost  altogether  imported  from  Great  Britain. 
Balls,  shells,  and  cannon,  of  small  caliber,  are 
.cast  in  several  places ;  and  three  foundries  for 
casting  solid,  those  of  the  largest  csliber,toffe4her 
with  the  proper  machinery  forNboring  tnd  finish- 
ing'them,  ajre  established  in  Cecil  county,  Mary- 
land, near  the  City  of  Washington,  and  at  B^ich- 
mond,  in  Virginia ;  each  of  the  two  last  may  cast 
300  pieces  of  iMrtillery  a  year,  and  a  great  number 
of  iron  and  brass  cannon  are  made  at  that  near 
the  seat  of  Gk>vernmenL  Those  of  Philadelphia 
and  nt'arthe  Hudson  river,  are  not  now  employed. 
It  may  here  be  added,  that  tliere  are  several  iron 
foundries  for  casting  every  species  of  work  want^ 
ed  for  machinery,  and  that  steam  engines  are 
made  at  that,  of  Philadelphia. 

At  the  two  public  armories  of  Springfield  and 
Harper's  Ferry,  .  19,000  muskets .  are  annually 
made.  About  20,000  more  are  made  at  several 
fisetories,  of  which  the  most  perfect  is  said  to  be 
that  near  New  Haven,  and  which,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  that  erected  at  Richmond  by  the  State 
of  Vireinia,  are  all  private  establishments.  These 
may,  if  wanted,  be  immediately  enlarged,  and  do 
not  include  a  number  of  gunsmiths  employed  in 
making  rifles,  aod  several  other  species  of  arms. 
Swords  and  pistols  are  iilso  manufactured  in  sev- 
eral places. 

Although  it  is  not  practicable  to  make  a  cor- 
rect statement  of  the  value  of  all  the  ii'on  and  man- 
ufactures of  iron,  annually  made  in  the  United 
States,  it  is  believed  to  be  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars.  The  annual  importations 
from  all  forei^  countries,  including  bar  iron,  and 
every  description  of  manufactures  of  iron  or  steel, 
are  estimated  at  nearly  four  millions  of  dollars. 

Capperand  l^m^.-^Rich  copper  mines  are  fbund 
in  New  Jersey,  in  Virginia,  and  near  Lake  Supe- 
rior ;  but  they  are  not  now  wrought.  The  principal 
manufaetures  of  that  material,  are  those  of  sUlls 
and  other  vessels ;  but  the  copper  in  sheets  and 
bolts  is  ahnost  universally  imported,  the  only 
manufacture  for  that  object,  which  is  at  Boston, 
not  receiving  sufficient  enconragementj  although 
a  capital  of  $25,000'hasbeen  invited  in  a  rolling 
mill  and  other  apparatus.  The  true  refison  is, 
that  those  aitieles  are  imported  free  of  duty ;  and 
the  owners  seem  to  be  principally  employed  in 
casting  bells  and  other  articles. 

Zinc  has  Iktely  been  discovered  in  Pennsylva- 
nia ;  and  there  are  a  few  manufactures  of  metal 
buttons,  and  various  brass  wares. 

MamrfaeturtM  of  Lead, — Lead  is  found  in  Vir- 
ginia and  some  otner  piaces.  but  the  richest  mines 
of  that  metal  are  found  in  Upper  Louisiana,  and 
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be  thus  lent,  without  any  material  risk  of  ulti* 
mate  loss,  aod  without  taxing  or  iDJoring  aoy 
other  part  of  the  commuatty. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Tbeasdrt  Departmbnt,  AfrU  17, 1810. 


A.— Extract  of  a  letter  from  Wm.  Edwards,  of  North- 
ampton, to  the  Postmaster  at  that  place,  dated  No- 
▼ember  29,  1809. 

HaviDg  been  regularly  bred  to  the  business  of 
tanning,  and  this  haring  been  my  sole  occupation 
for  twenty-five  years,  I  nave  been  led  to  reflect, 
with  much  regret,  upon  the  ffeneral  inferiority  of 
American  leather,  compared  with  most  Euro- 
pean, and  particularly  English  manufactured.    A 
want  of  capital  has  been  the  sreat  cause  of  the 
depressed  state  of  this  manufacture.    The  hide, 
in  its  natural  state,  is  a  mass  of  fibres;  the  inter- 
stistices  between  the  fibres  is  filled  with  a  fleshy 
substance;  to  expel  these  without  injuring  the 
fibres,  and  then  to  fill  the  vacuum  completely  and 
entirel);  with  what  the  chemists  call  tannin,  oon- 
tained  in  bark,  is  the  whole  art  of  tanning.    To 
do  this  effectuallyi  years  of  time  is  necessary,  and 
repeated  applications  of  fresh  bark  to  the  hide  at 
proper  periods.    The  establishment  which  I  have 
made  in  this  county  will  receive  sixteen  thousand 
full  grown  hides,  and  require  a  capital  of  one 
hoiidred  thousand  dollars.    We  have  three  tan- 
neries, for  the  cdoveniency  of  collecting  bark, 
rather  than  do  all  our  business  at  one  place,  which 
would  necessarily  soon  produce  a  scarcity  of 
bark,  we  use  such  a  qbantiiy — say  one  cord  to 
six  hides;  we  have  six  hundred  and  seventy-two 
vats,  three  bark  mills,  which  grind  our  bark  bv 
water,  between  two  stones,  as  corn  is  grouoa. 
We  have  the  same  number  of  hide  mills,  which 
go  bv  water,  for  softening  foreiffR  hides,  taking 
oflf  the  hair,  and  working  the  hides.    Also,  three 
rolling  machines,  which  also  go  by  water.    These 
produce  a  verv  advantageous  effect,  in  perfectly 
extending  ancl  consolidating  the  sole  leatner  after 
it  is  tanned,  and  supersedes  the  necessity  of  the 
shoemaker's  hammering  the  leather;  saves  en- 
tirely the  labor  and  waste  attending  that  part  of 
the  shoemaker's  basiness,  and  gives  the  leather  a 
closeness  of  texture  by  far  beyond  hammering  or 
any  other  plan  now  practised.     Also,  I  have 
found  much  advantaj^e  by  applying   heat,  by 
means  of  a  copper  cylinder,  adapted  to  the  pur- 
pose, passing  throoffh  vats,  we  call  leeches,  in 
which  we  make  the  last  effort  to  extract  the  tan- 
nin from  the  bark,  after  the  bark,  with  a  deeoc- 
tioo,  has  been  for  from  thirty  to  ninety  days  ap- 
plied to  the  hide.    Most  of  the  above  methods  I 
have  originated,  and  from  long  experience  find 
the  success  attending  them  has  abundantly  equal- 
led my  expectations. 

Much  saving  of  labor  and  bark  is  gained  by 
these  improvements,  as  must  be  obvious  to  any 
person  who  has  a  slight  knowledge,  either  prac- 
tical or  theoretical  of  the  business.  Our  forests 
abound  with  bark ;  our  beeves  afford  many  hides, 
«nd  large  quaatities  art  imported  from  the  Span- 


ish dominions ;  part  of  which  are  atatt&ctavi 
and  inrt  are  re<«xported.    Slaughter  hida  ir 
sometimes  exported,  which  ought  to  be  prdki^ 
ited,  if  practicable.    I  have  koo^n,  and  I  bdim 
it  not  uncommon,  that  quantities  of  hidei  nd 
bark  have  been  exported  to  England,  indik 
leather  made  from  these  hides  imported  todaii 
in  this  country.    The  manufacture  of  iettber  u 
the  Middle  States  u  far  in  advance  bejrondciUQ 
the  Northern  or  Southern  States.    A  bnvyto 
on  green  or  slaughter  hides,  if  coastitouoittl,tii 
a  small  dutjr,  say  one  cent,  per  lb.  oo  theeip(M' 
tion  of  foreign  hides— a  heavy  impost  duly  a 
leather  of  every  kind  and  in  every  snap^wiihu 
aid  of  capital,  and  perhaps  a  bouaty  on  iopron- 
ments,  made  public,  would  have  a  teodeacyto 
encourage  the  manufacture  of  leather.  Aim 
law  appointing  ^inspectors  of  slaughter  bides,  n 
guard  against  4he  srnt  injury  they  now  in  DUf 
places  sustain  by  the  careksaness  or  wantoBoa 
of  the  butchers  in  backing  and  cutting  then,  h 
the  city  of  New  York,  there  is  a  loss  frooi  tlo 
source  of  twenty  per  cent,  at  least,  witboni  t  )«• 
ticle  of  gain.    Also  a  law  appointing  iupe^ 
of  leather,  to  prevent  tanners  from  usin;  ta  im- 
proper quantity  of  lime  in  the  process,  tsd  o/n^ 
mg  their  leather  in  market  when  ool]r  p^^ 
tsuned,  would  be  very  usefuL    The  unnen  ia 
Boston  and  its  neighborhood  practise  this  a«kod, 
much  to  the  injury  of  the  article,  aod  intkit 
way  to  the  publie.    The  same  hide,  well  dmi- 
factured,  will  assuredly  be  worth  doable  to  tbe 
consumer,  than  if  poorly  manufictured.  let 
mankind  are  so  much  the  creatures  of  habiliod 
such  the  nature  of  the  business,  the  diffeitwe 
will  not  be  readily  discovered  by  a  sppefici" 
observer.    One-third  of  the  hides  ud  led  Ib  tke 
United  States  are  imported  hides.    These  eome 
from  the  Spanish  colon  tea  almost  wholly  Hides 
in  England  are  uniformly  hi^^her  th»D  ii  tus 
country ;  4a.  M,  per  stone  is  the  least  price  I 
have  Htxk  stated';  that  is  something  nof«  tbu 
aeven  cents  per  pound.    Their  bark  in  BB{h|» 
costs  more  than  their  hides ;  that  is,  bark  s^- 
cient  to  tan  a  hide  costs  more  than  the  bidr.  My 
alaughter  hides  cost  me  five  and  a  hall  eests  per 
pound,  and  my  bark  costs  me  one-thirteeoth  a 
much  as  the  hide.    Leather  would  be  as  ^ 
portant  article  of  exportation,  even  to  Bugliod,!! 
It  could  be  admitted  there  by  paying  bo  aiore 
duty  than  their  manufactured  articles  pay  io  uk 
country.    The  manufacture  of  leather  is  bjo^ 
means  completed  when  it  goes  from  the  baadsa 
the  tanner.    The  currier,  the  shoemaker,  siddkr, 
harnessmaker,  and  several  other  tiadeameo  m  >| 
for  various  uses  after  the  tanner  has  perfots^ 
his  operations. 


[B  is  a  statement  of  mills  for  spuwiDg  cotton. 
of  which  an  account  has  been  received.] 

[C  is  a  list  of  the  cotton  mills  witbio  tkir^ 
mtlesof  the  town  of  Providence,  November  i«i 
1809.] 

[D  is  a  statement  of  a  cotton  miDoAetorf) 
owned  by  '    ■  ■ '  yuear  FrovidanceO 
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f  E  is  a  statement  of  mannflietitree  of  wooHen 
clotb,  of  wbieb  to  account  has  beep  reeeired.]. 


F. — Amongst  numerous  other  facts^  the  follow- 
'      ing  are  particularly  stated : 

In  New  Hampshire — carding  machines,  one  for 
every  250  families ;  fulling  mills,  140;  cloth  and 
flannel  woven  annually,  800,000  yards;  cotton  and 
flax,  considerable. 

Itk  Vermont — carding  machines,  135  ;  fulling 
mills,  163 ;  cloth  and  flannel  woven  annually, 
1,040,000  yards;  cotton  and  flax,  1^15,000  yards. 

In  Berkshire,  Massachojietts — cloth  and  flannel 
woven  annually}  100,000  yards;  cotton  and  flax, 
considerable. 

In  Oataria  county,  New  York — carding  ma- 
chines, 18 ;  fulling  mills,  18 ;  cloth  and  flannel 
woven  annually,  H0,000  yards  f  cotton  and  flax, 
considerable.,  -^ ' 

In  Tork  county  Maine — carding  machines,  8; 
fuUtnar  mills,  8;  cloth  and  flannel  Woven  anau* 
ally,  70J000  yards;  cotton  and.flax  spun  and  wo^ 
ven,  120,000  pounds. 

Oi  the  clotb  and  flannel  thus  wo.ye,  about  two- 
thirds  are  clotb,  generally,  worth  more  than  one 
dollar  a  yatd,  and  the  remainder  flaaneL 

la  Delaware,  150,000  lbs. '  wool  annually  spun 
and  woven  in  private  families^  Large  exnorta,- 
tioQs  of  linen  jfrom  tho  western  counties  of  Pebn- 
sylvaoia,  and  some  from  Kentjucky,  and  several 
places  in  the  Eastern  and  Middle  Stated.  "Eiij^ty 
thousand  yards  brought  (or  sale,  in  1809,  to  Pitts- 
burg alone;  axid  the  number  of  looms  in  that 
town  has  increased,  since  the  year  1807j  from  17 
to  44.  In  the  lower  counties  of  Virginia,  North 
Carolinia,  generally,  and  the  upper  counties  of 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  almost  the.  whole 
of  the  Summer  clothing,  for  every  description  of 
persons,  is  of  household  man  ofacture ;  and  almost 
all  the  slaves  are  entirely  clothed  itk  the  same 
man ner.\  The. scarcity  of  wool  alone  prevents 
an  adequate  supply  from  the  san^e  source  for 
winter  clothing.  The  number  of  stores  for  the 
sale  of  foreign  goods,  has,  in  Matthews  cciunty, 
Virginia,  from  the  .year  1802,  decreased  from  fif- 
teen to  one.  At  a  general  review  of  militia,  last 
Summer,  in  North  CaroUaia,,  where  more  than 
fifteen  hundred  persons  were  on  the  ground, 
there  Were  not  forty  who  were  not  entirely 
clothed  with  homespua. 


■Mk 


G4 — Household  Manufactures  in' New  Hampshire. 

In  almost  every  town,  (of  sii^  miles  square,  ^r' 
a  district  contaiamg  one  or  more  towiis,)  having 
a  population  of  200  or  300  families^  there-  is  a 
eardio^  machine  and  fulling  mill.  The  cost  of 
a  eardiog  machine  is  about  $500.  One  described 
to  Vne,  cards,  annually,  6,000  pounds  of  wool,  at 
»even  ecnts  per  pound,  attended  by  one  hand. 
This  mode  ot  carding  relieves  the  houife'spinner 
of  one-half  the  labor  of  a  day,  for  the  sum  of 
tbree  and  a  half  cents. 

Every  farmer's  house  is  provided  with  one  or 
a&ore  whcela.  accordiflf  io  themmber  of /emalen. 
lUhCoN.2dSxss.— 71 


Every  second  boose,  at  least,  .has  a  loom  for 
weaving  linen,  cotton,  and  coarse  woollen  cloths 
which  is  almost  wholly  done  by  women. 

Makfufaotiirea  of  the^e.  kinds  amount,  probably, 
on  an  average,  per  family,  to  from  100  to  600 
yards  jn  a  year,  with«»t  an  hour's  loss  of  labor 
to  the  field. 

Considerable  quantities  of  eoarse  flaxen  olotb, 
worth  from  15  to  20  cents  per  yard,  thus  manu- 
factored^  in  familii^,  ai:e  sold  to  traders, in  country 
villages  or  in  town%  and  sent  for  a  market  to  the 
Southern  Stales,  on  which  a  profit  is  made  by 
tl|e  trader. 

A  specifnm  of  the  cost  and  profit  on  the  employ  of  <^ 
Fulline  Jmll,  in  the  egunty  of  Cheshire,  in  dkessit^ 
dothsfor  household  manufactures. 

Yearly  sppply  of  cloths,  fpr  4reasiAg  and  dyipg: 
^  Qf  uistian  or  cotton     -«       -       -  1,000  yards* 
Woollen,  merely  to  be  pr^fssed     -  1,700 
Woollen  to  be  dye4,  fulled,  <Sbc.  -  1,400 


—                      ,  6700  " 

The  charge  and  sum  received  for  dressing  the 
aibote  ^1,223. 
The  expense  of  labor,  ice,,  f|s  follows : 

The  proprietor*  states  his  sierviees  at   '  ^  9IIO 

Two  men  employed  four  moiiths  at  920  160 

Two  ahprentices  th^  same  time    -       -  80 

Cost  of  dye  ^tufi^  dee.    -.       -       ^       -  175 

Other  expenses .    *       -       -       .       -  76 


Leaving  a  balance  to  the  mill  of 


too 

625 


»1,225 

The  cost  of  the  mill  and  machinery  is  stated  to 
be  $1,500. 

The  foregoing  may  be  considered  as  a  sample 
of  the  clothiers'  mills  in  New  Hampshire,  of 
which  there  are  about  one  hundred  and.foay  in 
the .  State ;.  some/  probably,  may  do  less^  and 
others  much  more  than  the'  above. 

The  cost  of  manufacturing  eighteen  pounds  of 
wool  into  twenty  yards  of  clotb,  as  follows: 
18  lbs. of  wool  (best  common)  at  50  cts.  $9  00 
Carding,  oiling,  &c.,  at  8  cents.  -  -  1  44 
Spinning  at  14  cents  '  -  -.  -  .-  2  80 
Weaving  at  8  cents  •  -  -  -  160 
.  Dressing  colored  black  at  32  cents      -      6  00 

^1  24 

This  cloth,  tbrees]uarter  yards  wide,  (cost  per 
yard  106  cents,)  is  thick  and  firm,  is  finer  than 
English^loths  of  six-quarter  yards  wide,  sold,  at 
retail  stores,  at  9^  50  per  yard,  and  is  twice  as 
durable. 


H. — Extract  of  a  lettdr  from  'William  Whittemore, 
of  West  Cambridge^  to  the  Collector  of  Boston, 
dated  2/ith  November^  1809L 

The  machinery  with  which  we  now  manufac* 
tare  alt  kinds  of  wool  and  cotton  cards  that  have 
been  called  for,  were  invented  by  Amos  Whilta- 


224S 


APPENDIX. 


m. 


AiH$Hoam  BM^mrfudwm* 


1 


more^  id  ibe  year  1797;  he  then  obcehied  the  ex* 
elusive  privilege  of  QsiDg  said  mtchioes,  by  let* 
ters  patent,  for  fourteen  years.  Amos  Whttte* 
more  and  myself  were  jointly  concerned  in  the 
first  machines  that  were  built,  and  are  still  the 
sole  proprietors  of  the  patent.  Ccmgress,  at  their 
last  Winter  session,  extended  the  patent  fourteen 
years,  by  a  special  act.  We  have  fifty-five  of 
thoee  patent  machines,  thirty-seven  of  which  are 
now  in  use ;  these  machines,  with  the  other  ap- 
paratus necessary  to  carry  on  the  business  to  its 
present  extent,  have  cost  us  about  forty  thousand 
dollars.  We  have  now  em  ployed, -in  the  factory, 
upwards  of  forty  hands;  we  manufacture,  weekly, 
one  hundred  and  eighty  dozen  pair  of  band  cards, 
and  two  hundred  square  feet  of  cards  for  the 
woollen  and  cotton  factories,  which,  together, 
amount  to  about  two  thousand  dollars.    Had  it 


been  in  our  power,  the  past  year,  to  have  sup-   superior  to  those  usually  imported.    The  ex 


plied  ourselves  with  card  wire,  the  amount  of  the 
cards  manufactured  in  our  factory  would  have 
exceeded  three  thousand  dollani  per  week;  for 
we  should  have  had  all  our  machines  in  use. 
The  btiilding,  in  wh:icb  we  now  carry  on  the 
business,  has  cost  us  ten  thousand  dollars;  fifty 
thonsand  dollars,  at  Icjast,  is  necessary  for  a  capi- 
tal to  carry  on  the  business  to  the  extent,  exclu- 
sive of  buildings  arid  machinery.  We  have  been 
obliged  to  make  great  sacrifices  to  obtain  money 
to  enable  us  to  carry  on  the  business,  so  as  to  be 
able  to  answer  the  demand  for  cards;  our  moneyed 
institutions  have  afibrded,  but  little  support  to  do- 
mestic manufactures.  The  wire  is  the  only  art- 
icle necessary  to  the  manufacture  of  cards,  but 
what  our  own  country  produces,  and  that  might 
be  manufactured  here  as  good,  and  nearly  as 
cheap,  as  in  England.  We  have  so  far  satisfied 
ourselves  (by  experiment)  that  nothing,  but  want 
of  capital,  has  prevented  us  from  setting  up  that 
business.  The  iron  made  on  Lake  Champlain 
b  found  to  be  as  good  for  wire,  if  not  superior,  to 
any  ever  imported.  The  wire,  to  supply  our 
factory  one  year,  will,  in  England,  cost  about  fif- 
teen thousand  dollars,  and  the  expenses  of  im- 
porting about  ten  per  cent.,  (it  being  free  of 
daty;)  perhaps  about  the  same  quantity  is  used, 
annually,* in  tn^  other  card  rasnufactories  in  the 
United  States.  There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind, 
from  the  observations  made  since  I  have  been  in 
the  manufacturing  business,  that,  had  the  same 
support  beeii  afforded  manufacturers^  generally, 
that  has  been  to  trade  and  commerce,  our  man- 
ufactories, at  this  time,  would  have  been  carried 
on  much  more  extensively,  and  would  have  |fen- 
erally  afibrded  a  profit  to  those  concerned.  Since 
the  obstructions  to  our  foreign  trade,  the  manu- 
factories of  our  country  have  increased  astonish- 
ingly;  the  demand  for  wool  and  cotton  cards,  the 
present  season,  has  been  twice  as  great  as  it  has 
been  any  year  preceding.  Since  the  receipt  of 
your  letter,  my  time  has  oeen  so  constantly  occu- 

ried  with  the  concerns  of  the  manufactory,  (hat 
have  not  been  able  to  make  out  any  statement 
of  it  before.  I  ha  ve  endeavored  to  give  a  general 
description  of  our  manufactory;  time  would  not 
permit  me  to  be  more  particalar. 


I. 

WoRCBoTER,  Nofoemher  29, 1899. 
Sir  :  Having  invented  a  cheap  and  «imple 
method  of  manufacturing  wood  screws  from  irot 
wire,  I  obtained  a  patent  for  the  same  from  the 
United  States,  in  July  last,  and  fiodlDg  it  ei* 
tremely  diflScult,  by  any  means  within  my  pova. 
to  obtain  wire  of  suitable  .sizes,  1  was  induced  ^ 
attempt  the  manuftctilring  of  it ;  and.  as  a  neco- 
sary  appendage,  to  connect  this  business  witk 
that  of'Screw  making,  the  process  being  so  euy 
and  simple  that  two  men  of  common  capscitr 
can  manufactni^  from  rods,  about  tbe  size  df 
common  nail  rods^  three,  hundred  weight  of  is- 
soned  screw  ware  per  day ;  in  the  same  timet 
man,  with  two  boys,  can  make  firom  the  wire 
twenty  gross  of  screws  of  a  qualitv  very  moek 


pense  of  constructing  screw  machines  opoo  the 
principles  of  my  natent  is  small,  and  the  eapitil 
now  employed,  (the  business  being  yet  io  iu  vt 
fancy,)  but  in  one  year,  with  the  capiiti  lets 
command,  it  would  be  in  my  power  to  erect  as 
many  machines  a^ would  enable  me  to  sspni; 
the  United  States  with  that  article,  lod  of  t 
quality  much  superior  to  any  ever  imported,  ud 
at  as  low  a  rate  as  are  nom  paid  for  thoie  im- 
ported of  an  inferior  quality. 

The  manufacture  of  iron  and  brass  wire  has 
been  often  attempted  within  the  United  States 
with  success,  and  can  be  carried  on  to  a  rerj 
great  extent;  but  all  the  undertakers,  io  coDs^ 
quehce  of  foreign  wire  being  imported  free  of 
dot^,  have,  without  exception,  abaadooed  tbe 
business;  if  I  depended  on  foreign  wire  for  the 
manufacturing  of  screws  I  should  not  be  an  ad* 
vocate  for  a  duty  on  it ;  but.  as  I  make  mf  ovo 
wire,  its  fk'ee  importation  does  not  afiect  me.  as 
relates  to  the 'quantity  appropriated  to  tliat  par- 
ticular use  J  but  it  very  seriously  affects  me  io  a 
much  more  enlarged  and  extensive  point  of  riew; 
but  if  a  duty  of  15  or  20  per  cent.,  ad  valorem,  was 
laid  on  the  importation  of  foreign  wire,  the  capi- 
tal within  the  control  of  tlie  company,  now  int^ 
rested  with  me  in  this  business,  would  eoable  me 
immediately  to  extend  mj  machinery  to  a  mag- 
nitude sufficiently  extensive  to  meet  tbe  coa- 
sumption  of  coarse  wire  within  this  State.  The 
manufaetnre  of  card  wire  also,  of  which  there  is 
a  great  consumption  whhin  the  United  States 
could  be  made  to  equal  advantage,  and  wooM 
follow  in  course  on  account  of  the  demand  for  it. 
provided  manufacturers  were  aided  by  theabor^ 
mentioned  duly  on  foreign  wire ;  bat  if  thef 
should  extend  their  works,  anticipating  tbateih 
couragement  from  Govern  men  t,  and  it  shovM 
not  be  given,  they  would  auifer  great  lois  aid 
disappointment. 

The  malieflibility  of  the  American  iron  reodefs 
the  United  States  perfectly  independept  of  all 
other  countries  for  that  first  of  all  raw  materials, 
and  it  is  onlv  hy  the  patronage  of  Congress  thit 
industry  and  the  Arts  can  be  so  extensively  ea^ 
tttated  as  to  uke  the  greatest  advantage,  aot  oaif 
of  this  arCiela^  b«i  of  other  raw  mnterials  nw 


2245 


APPBNDtX. 


S24e 


ilin^rioaii  JIfa iiiflftii'f w gi« 


the  grral  r^sooreev  of  our  eoantiT  forotsb.  The 
jreTailrag  spirit  of  eottrprise  at  tike  present  time, 
10  the  exertion  tnd  extension  of  manufactaring 
sublisfaaents,  is  mnch  owing  to  the  measores 
heretofore  adopted  by  Gtovernmeat;  and.  I  feei 
M>afident  tliat  fevr  articles  can  be  made  in  this 
souQtry  to  so  freat  an  advaatage  as  iron  wira, 
ind  that  no  sufficient  reason  can  be  adduced  why 
;his  article  shuold  be  exempt  from  dutf  more 
;han  many  others,  to  the  pactieiilar  and  rery 
rreat  injury  of  our  oarn  citizens.  I  am,  howcTer, 
nucb  encouraged  to  hopeibat  the  measures  Ooy* 
*nment  now  appear  to  be  taking,  wti^be  efficient 
0  patronising  the  very  laudable  exertions  of  its 
litizens  in  the  production  of  articles  indispens* 
ible  to  oar  necessities,  and  esfieciatly  those  tiat 
ire  produced  from  the  raw  materials  of  our. own 
soontry. 

And  the  only  patronage  required  in  this  busi* 
less  is,  that  the  article  of  iron  #ire  should  be 
nbjeeted  to  the  same  dtity  that  other  articles  of 
ron  maoufaeterers  are  subjected  to  when  im- 
ported from  Great  Britain.  . 

I  sai,  most  respectfully,  sir^  your  moat  obedient 
lod  Terr  humble  serTant, 

ABSL  STOWELL. 

Hoo.  Hbhkt  DsAEBOiiN,  Bsq. 


I  am  satisfied  that  wire  of  all  kinds  can,  and 
rould  rery  soon  be  manufactured  in  this  neigh- 
lorhood,  sufficient  for  the  consumptioo  of  the 
Jnited  Slates,  if  a  duty  should  be  laid  on  im- 
orted  wire  etjual  to  what  is  paid*  on  foreign  art- 
cles  geoeraily.  If  Congress  should  deem  it  ex- 
edieot  to  lay  a  duty  on  wire,  I  hare  good  reason 
or  believing  that  a  considerable  capital  would 
e  immediately  vested  in  the  manufactory  of  that 
rticle, 

H.  DEARBORN. 

P.  S. — The  wood  screws  manufactured  by 
howell,  and  those  concerned  with  him,  are  su- 
lerior  in  quality  to  imported  ones;  and  I  pre- 
ume  that  there  is  no  doubt,  in  the  minds  of  those 
rho  have  become  acquainted  with  the  facility 
vith  which  they  are  now  made,  but  that  a  sum- 
ieot  quantity  will  be  made  for  the  use  of  the 
Joiied  Sutea,  if  suitable  encouragement  is  af- 
orded  by  the  Ctovernment  for  the  manufacturing 
f  wire. 

H.  D. - 


K. — Statement  of  a  manufadwre  at  Albany. 

Capital,  $^000;  workmen,  20. 

Number  or  hats  annually  made,  at  97.  1,600; 
t  $3,  1,900 ;  at  %\,  3,000.    Total,  6,400. 

Value  of  bats  annually  made,  81 0,600 ;  value  of 
oreign  goods  and  materials  annually  used,  $900. 
Profit  15  to  80  per  cent. 


)iemoraindum  by  a  eauntry  Hatter^  in  the  State 

of  New  York* 


Dye^taffand  trimmings  ^ 
Making  and  finishing 
Sundries  -       -       • 


-  6M 

-  1  50 

-  25 


Net  profit 
Bell  for 


•5  93i 
-    1  06| 


.*7  00 


aATPaV  BATS,  VtaST  QVAIJTT. 


Wool,  5  ounces 
Racoon^  1  ounce 
Muskrat,  1  ounce     - 
Dye-stuff  and  trimmings  • 
Making  and  fioishing 
Sundries  -       f '      - 


iNet  profit 
Sell  for 


-SO  20 
31 
50 
68i 

-  1  25  . 

12| 

$3  07 

-  1  93 


$5  00 


VAPPaO  HATS,  SXOOin)  QUALITT. 

Wool,  7  ounces        -       -       -       -^O 
Muskrat,  1  ounce     •  .     - 
Dye-stuff  and  trimmings  - 
Making  and  finishing 
Sundries  .-.--• 


-    I 


50 
681 
25 
12| 


> 

Net  profit 
Sell  for 


$2  84 
1  16 


-$4  00 


■BT  PBOPtT. 


Oa  fioe  hats     -       -    -  - 
Oo  napped  iiatS|  first  quality    • 
On  napped  hats,  second  quality 
On  felt  bats     .       -       -       - 


$1  06 

1  93 

1  16 

60 


L. 


Raeootti  8  ounces 
Beaver,  1  ooace 


•  $2  50 

•  IPO 


Bo0TON»  September  25, 1809. . 

With  two  brothers,  I  am  Interested  in  the  man- 
nfaeture  of  cut  nails.  We  have  an  establishmeiit 
at  Maiden,  five  miles  from  Boston,  where  we 
have  in  operation  twenty-two  patent  machines 
upon  J.  Reed's  plan  of  cutting  and  heading  with 
the  same  operation.  We  are  also  interested  in 
two  eeublishments  upon  the  same  plan  in  the 
vicinity  of  Philadelphia.  One  situated  on  Chester 
creek,  where  we  have  ten  machines,  the  other  sit- 
uated on  French  ereek,  where  we  are  preparing 
to  ereet  twenty  machines.  The  three  manufac- 
tories, with  the  mill  streams,  buildings  and  ma- 
chinery, necessary  for  that  purpose,  when  the 
French  creek  establishment  is  completed,  with 
two  rolling  and  slitting  mills  already  built,  will 
cost  ninety  thousand  dollars.  The  active  capital 
employed,  seventy-five  thousand  dollars.  With 
the  fifty-two  machines,  sixty  men  and  boys  are 
rendered  capable  of  manufacturing,  from  the 
nail  plates,  .fifteen  hundred  tons  of  nails  per 
year^  and  by  lAultiplying  the  number  of  ma-' 
ebtnesy  a  qutntity  oottld  be  manufaolar^d,  notora 
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thtn  adequate  to  the  copiumpCMQ  of  the  UoH^d 
States,  more  especially  if  Uoogtm9^  duly  «fii- 
matiDg  the  benefits  to  be  derired  from  tnJs  im- 
portaat  branch  of  indastry,  should  see  fit  to  grant 
a  drawback  on  exportation  somewhat  proportion- 
ate to  the  duty  paid  on  foreign  iron.  It  would 
be  very  desirablej  and  encouraging  to  manu- 
facturers, if  permanent  reffulations  could  be  con- 
sistently adopted)  that  would  tend  to  render  cheap 
and  plenty  the  raw  material,  and  that  would  dis- 
courage foreign  importation.  Such  a  treasure 
would  sreatiy  facilitate. domestic  manufactures; 
it  would  divert  the  energy  and  enterprise  of 
wealthy  men,  from  ordinary  pursuiu;  be  pro- 
ductive of  the  welfare  and  interest  of  our  country; 
whereas  only  temporary  regulations  teud  to  in- 
timidate. The  encoura^ments  oQered  by  Gov- 
ernment, whether  prohibitory  or  remunerative, 
ahottki  at  least  be  co-eztensive  with  the  time 
necessarily  required  for  the  erection  of  extensive 
works,  for  laborers  to  be  instructed,  and  for  the 
manufactured  article  to  find  a  market,  that- the 
.manufacturer  may,  without  distress,  be  enabled 
to  meet  his  current  expenses,  and  to  replenish  his^ 
stock  from  the  return  of  sales;  other w^e  the 
Wealth  and  inflnettce  of  foreign  competition, 
would,  by  lone  credits,  and  by  purposely  fur- 
aUhing  a  surplus  of  cneap  inferior  articles  at 
a  low  price,  not  onlv'  retard,  but  impoverish, 
the  very  existence  or  any  infant  manufactory 
in  our  country.  If  the  foreign  manufacturer 
caii  find  a  ready  sale  for  his  goods  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  at  cost  and  charges,  his  object  is 
gained,  the  manufacturing  profit  is  secured,  and 
not  unfrequently,  both  to  the  injury  of  the  con- 
sumer, and  of  ^the  American  manufacturer;  to 
the  consumer,  because  the  cheapest  goods  are 
eommooly  the  most  deceptive,' and  to  the  Amer- 
ican manufacturer^  by  an  .unexpected  influx  of 
foreign  goods  in  his  line,  he  ihay  be  defeated  in 
his  calculations;  be  suppknted  in  hfs  sales,  and 
compelled  to  warehouse  a  heavy  stock  of  finished 
goods  until  the  season  is  past  for  ^irocuring,  to  ad-* 
Tantage,  theraw  material  indispensably  necessary 
to  his  business.  Being  thus  situated,  be  must  either 
abandon  his  employment,  or  resort  to  the  paia- 
fnl  alternative  of  saerifieing  his  finished  goods 
for  less  than  their  cost,  or  borrowing  money  upon 
usury,  to  replenish  his  stock  at  an  advaaced  price, 
either  of  which,  to  a  moderate  capitalist.  If  per- 
sisted in,  is  inevitable  ruin.  English  nails,  the 
line  drawn  excepted,  are  usually  made  of  inferior 
iron,  and  are  sometimes  transported  lo  this  eouo- 
try  in  lieu  of  ballast,  almost  freight  free,  and  sold 
for  cost  and  charges;  and  their  hoops,  rods,  and 
tiail  plates,  are  made  from  a  kind  of  unwroaght 
Iron,  by  a  process  recentlv  invented;  and  when 
the  latter  are  cut  into  nails  they  are  tender  and 
brittle,  hence  arises  a  prejudice  against  all  «ut 
Bails,  the  consumer  being  ignorant  of  the  cause; 
but  cut  nails,  made  of  Russia,  Swedish,  or  Amer- 
«an  iron,  are  a  good  substitute  for  hammered 
Bails,  and,  in  fact,  have  the  preference  with  most 
people,  for  the  following  reasons,  viz:  on  account 
of  the  sharp  corners  and  truis  taper  with  ^hieh 
,cn%  naMs  ata  fbmied,  ft  may  be  drivea  iiit»  hardar 


wo#d,  witbaat  bandiog  or  breaking,  or  kuariof 
splitting  the  wood,  by  wliieh  ihf  labor  of  bni^ 
is  sared,  the  nail,  one  war,  befog  of  tke  ane 
breadth  or  thickness  from  Lead  to  poiaL  kvt 
meat's  recurrence  to  the  origin  of  this  art.  uAio 
its  rapid  progress  wit  bin  a  few  years  in  tUsSa^ 
may  not  be  amiss  at  this  time.  By  the  e&eiaj 
necessity,  in  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  eit  siik 
were  first  made  of  the  rusty  hoops  of  old  eiik 
and  were  as  worthless  as  the  materials  of  wM 
the^  were  made;  but,  after  the  introdoetioBtf 
rolliog  and  slitting  miUa  into  the  State,  nil 
plates  of  aew  iron  were  auhstituted  vMoiii 
rusty  hoopsy  yet  nails  were  for  woie  tinemtDt* 
faetured  in  a  very  imperfect  manner;  at  [vexBt 
it  is  otherwise.  There  are  now  ia  tkis  viciutf 
ezieostve  nail'  manoiiaciories,  with  aacfsl  nv 
chinery  for  the  saving  pf  labor,  and  the  Iwsioea 
is  better  an^etatood  and  eQBdoeted,aBdtlieqittl- 
ity  of  cut  aarls  is  so  much  improved,  tint  little 
seems  to  be  wanted  io  order  to  saeeesi,lwtibi 
protcetioa  and  patronage  of  CrovemmeBt  Bjrtiie 
best  information  I  can  obtain,  I  find  tl»t,  o&  u 
areraga-of  the  last  three  years,  the  qaiauif  of 
nails  and  brads  tnanufaciarcd  withto  tk  8\ik, 
may  ht  oompated  at  no  less  than  two  ibooaod 
tons  ner  year,  of  |»hich  aboat  sereatecs  halted 
and  fifty  tons  have  been  cut,  the  residoe  bn- 
mered. 

The  foreign  relations  of  our  country,  for  une 
years  past,  have  been  so  contingent,  that  the  price 
of  iron  has  been  fluctuating  between  niDetf-five 
and  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars  per  tOD,viiile 
the  consumption  of  nails  has  beea  dimioiskitt, 
and  of  course  the  demand  for  them ;  sod  ootviih- 
standing  foreign  nails  hare  been  prohibited,  yet 
the  quantity  on  hand  when  the  prohtbitioo  coa* 
menced,  added  to  the  quantity  sioee  maoofK- 
tured  io  the  United  States,  with  a  great  difflioo- 
tion  of  exports,  has  left  no  chance  for  them  to  rise 
in  proportion  to  the  rise  of  the  raw  materiil.  The 
manoraetureHs  profit  is,  therefore,  less  than  it 
was  prior  to  the  rise  oa  iron.  During  the  pres- 
ent contest  with  Great  Britain,  both  tbe  Frtneh 
and  Spanish  colonies  m  America  and  the  West 
Indies  hare  received  consideiablesoppliaof  niih 
from  the  United  States,  and  particularly evtoii^ 
which  they  preferred  for  many  purposes.  Rn* 
erence  to  the  castom^hooae  books  will  probably 
show  the  difference  between  the  imports  nd  ei- 
poru,  and  the  result,  the  expediency  or  inexpedi- 
ency of  encouragingjliy  drawback,  the  exportatioB 
of  them. 

In  the  event  of  a  peace  ia  Sarc^,  iod  i  v^ 
trade  between  Great  Briuin  and  tbe  S^am 
colonies,  ilia  formec,  perhaps,  could  supplant  the 
American  supply  of  this  article  in  the  markets « 
the  latter,  were  not  Coamresa  to  giaot  soae  to- 
couragement,  either  by  drawback  or  booiifi^ 
the  exporter. 

The  fact  is,  that  American  iron,  although  »< 
ore  is  excellent,  is  brought  to  market  and  sold  a 
an  unfinished  state.  It  is  not  suffieieodf  haa* 
mered  to  be  sound ;  md  it  is  hammered  in  a  s»^ 
so  cold,  that  the  seams  and  cracks  (of  which  (her^ 
are  many)  do  not  close  and  weld.    The  \^ 
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therefore,  to  the'  worl^er  or  consuiber.  is  worth 
less  hy  tea  dollars  per  ton,  thta  iron  npisbed  ip 
the  style  of  Russia  or  Sweden.  And  this  is  not 
all;  for  the  ends  of  the  bars  of  American  iron  are 
so  unsound  that  they  are  only  fit  for  snap  iron, 
and  in  fact  are  cut  off  and  sold  as  such  b^  the 
manafacturer.  who  pays  full  price  for  them— los- 
ing thereby  five  dollars  and  twenty-five  eents, 
besides  loss  sustained  by  transportation  and  fre- 
quent handling.  This  being  the  case,  and  the 
manufacturer  not  being  disposed  to  a  reform,  I 
should  be  sorry  to  be  left  in  their  hands,  or  be  sub- 
ject to  their  pleasure:  so  much  as  I  would  be,  if 
our  Government  would  adopt  any  effedtnal  meas- 
ures to  prevent  the  importation  of  iron,  under  the 
mistaken  impression  that  our  country  is  at  pres- 
ent capable  of  producing  a  sufficient  quantity  for 
its  own  consumption.  Anythitig  that  would  tend 
permanentiv  to  advance  'the  price  of  iron,  by 
increasing  the  demand,  would  tend  to  increase  its 
inferioritv  in  point  of  intrinsic  value ;  for,  when 
any  article  in  our  markets,  of  home  manufacture^ 
prodoces  the  highest  price,  and  is  in  demand,  it 
18  frequently  hurried  offhand  in  a  very  unfinished 
and  siovenly  muBer^— ^ven  in  such  an  imperfect 
state  as  would  not  ii^  common  tim'ea  sell  at  any 
price.  It  is  therefore  necessary  that  our  countrv 
should  be  protected  from  impositions  of  this  kind, 
and  that,  instead  of  prohibiting  the  importation^ 
of  iron,  (as  some  would  have  it,}  it  should  con- 
tinue to  be  encouraged,  until  we  can  be  sp polled 
at  home,  with  less  hazard.  These  occasional 
remarks  you  can  think  of,  and,  if  proper,  use  them 
to  advantage. 


Bo^OK,  AugU9t  13, 180^ 

The  importance,  in  Massachusetts,  of  nail  ma- 
chinery, and  all  that  relates  to  rolling  and  slit* 
ting  nulls,  with  which  nail  machinery  is  imme- 
diately connected,  requires  that  a  particnlar  ac- 
count should  be  given  of  them. 

In  old  countries,  nails  are  forged;  here,  they 
«re  etit,  and  it  is  curious  to  trace  the  progress  of 
American  genius  through  the  various  steps  of 
this  invention.  Twenty  years  ago  some  men, 
now  unknown,  and  then  obscure,  began  by  cut- 
ting slices  out  of  old  hoops,  and  by  a  common 
▼ice  griping  those  pieces,  headed  them  with 
several  strokes  of  ihe  hammer.  Gradually,  slit- 
Jiog  mills  were  built,  and  the  shears  and  ^he 
heading  tools  Ivere  perfected;  yet  much  labor 
«ttd  expense  were  requisite  to  make  nails.  In  a 
litUe  while,  Jacob  Perkins,  Jonathan  EUis,  and  a 
few  others,  put  into  execution  the  thought  of 
cutting  and  of  heading  nails  by  Water ;  but,  more 
intent  upon  their  machinery  than  upon  their  pe- 
cuniary afiairs,  they  were  unable  to  prosecute  the 
business.  At  different  times,  different  men  have 
'pent  fortunes  in  improvementSL  and,  it  may  be 
l^id  with  truth,  more  than  a  million  of  dollars; 
hut  at  last  these  joint  efforts  are  orowned  with 
^omplete  .success,  and  we  are  now  able  to  mana- 
ucture,  at  About  one-third  of  the  expenses,  that 
wrought  nails  can  be  manufaetiired  ibr,  nails 


which  are  superior  to  them  for  at  least  three- 
fourths  of  tbe  purposes  to  which  nails  are  applied, 
and  which,  for  seven-eighths  of  those  purposes, 
are  88  good.  The  machine  made  use  or  by  Odi- 
ome,  that  lately  invented'  by  Jonathan  Ellis,  and 
a  few  others,  present  very  fine  srpecimens  of 
American  genius. 

To  northern  carpenters  it  is  well  known  that^ 
in  almost  all  instances,  it  \%  not  necessiary  to 
bore  the  wood  before '  driving  a  cut  nail;  all 
that  is  required  is  to  place  the  cutting  ed^ 
of  the  naif  across  the  grain  of  the  wood.  Itis 
also  true,  that  cut  nails  will  hold  better  In  tbe 
wood.  These  qualities  are,  in  some  instance^ 
worth  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  the  article, 
which  is  eduai  to  the  whole  ejtpense  of  manufac- 
turing  it.  For  sheathing  and  drawing,  cut  nails 
are  full  as  good  as  wrought  nails ;  onlv  in  one 
respect  are  the  best  wrought  nails  a  little  supe« 
rior  XQ  cut  nails,  aiid  that  ts  where  it  is  necessary 
they  should  be  clinched.  The  manufacture  of 
cut  nails  was  horn  in  our  own  countrv,  and  has 
within  its  bosom  advanced  through  all  the  vaii- 
ous  stages  of  infancy  to  manhood,  ^nd,  no  doubt, 
we  shall  be<  soon  able,  by  receivfng  proper  en- 
couragemeat,  to  render  them  superior  to  wrought 
nails  in  everv  particular. 

The  principal  business  of  rolling-  and  slitting 
mills  is  rolling  nail  plates.  They  also  serve  lo 
make  nail  roos,  hoops,  tires,  sheet  iron,  and  sheet 
copper.  In  this  State  we  have  not  less  than 
twelve,  viz: 

,  At  Dover,  one  owned  by  the  Boston  iron  and 
nail  factory,  which  is  composed  ol  John  and 
Samuel  Welles,  and  R.  Whiting. 

At  Plymouth,  one  owned  bv  Samuel  Spear,  W. 
Davis^nd  Nathaniel  Russell. 

At  Dover,  Beverly^  Amesbury,  one  each,  all 
incorporated  companies,  owned,  in  part,  I  pre- 
sume, by  William  Gray,  Samuel,  Gray,  and  Os- 
good. 

At  Newton,  one  owned  by  Rufus  Bllis,  Gene- 
ral Elliot  and  others. 

At  Norton,  one. 

At  'Taunton  three,  owned  by  [iconard  and 
Crocker  and  others. 

At  Bridgewater,  two. 

These  mills  could  roll  and  slit  7,000  tons  of 
iron  a  year.  They  now,  it  is  presumed,  roll  and 
slit,  each  year,  about  3,500  tons,  2,400  tons  of 
whfch  probably  are  cut  up  into  nails  and  brads. 

These  3,500  tons  sell  for  as  much  as  $700,000, 
and  we  naay  call  American  labor  and  profit  three- 
fifths  of  it,  when  foreign  iron  is  employed,  and 
the  whole  of  it,  when  our  iron  is  made  use  of. 

It  is  Useless  to  observe  that  the  consumption 
of  cut  nails  has  increased  in  proportion  as  their 
manufacture  has  been  brought  to  perfection.  As 
late  as  ten  years  ago  it  was  very  ^mall,  and  the 
increase  has  been  much  less  rapid  th^n  it  would 
have  been  bad  the  rivalship  of  foreign  nails  not 
atood  in  the  way. 

The  English  iron  imported  into  this  countrVi 
either  in  bars  or  in  nail  plates,  or  in  nail  rodl^ 
or  in  hoops,  is  not  good  for  anything,  nor  are 
tires  manufactured  with  it  of  any  use.    Out  of 


2961 


APPENDIX. 

American  Mamifacturef* 


226a 


3= 


the  ore  they  roll  the  iroo  ioto  bare,  without  ham- 
meriDg  it,  which  saves  them  mucn  expense;  but 
the  coDsequeoce  is,  that  aJ though  the  ore  be  good, 
and  although  the  iron  looks  well,  yet  it  is  not 
compact  at  all ;  has  no  streogth,  and  good)  as  the 
razors  of  Peter  Pindar,  '*to  sell  but  not  to  use.^' 
The  fact  is,  the  British  never  employ  it  in  their 
OWB  country,  nor  can  a  roan,  while  he  is  buying 
a  hoop,  or  a  tire,  or  a  cut  nail,  distinguish  whe- 
ther it  was  made  out  of  English  iron.  To  pre- 
vent this  species  of  fraud  it  is  necessary  that 
Government  should  prohibit,  entirely,  the  im- 
portation of  English  mr  iron,  nail  plates,  nail 
rods,  dbc.  This  will  also  encourage  the  manu- 
facture of  our  own  iron.  At  particular  times 
America  has  been  filled  with  the  refuse  of  Eng- 
lish nails  and  brads,  and  then  the  American 
manufacturer  has  been  obliged  to  stop  his  works 
and  subject  to  losses,  and  the  consumer,  de- 
ceived by  the  name  of  English  nails^  has  bought 
<  this  refuse  greatly  to  his  injury.  It  is,  therefore, 
highly  important  -Co  prohibit  the  importation  or 
English  nails  and  brads  of  all  the  kinds  which 
can  be  replaced  immediately  by  American,  and 
this  includes  all  except  fine  drawn  nails,  upon 
which  an  extra  duty  ot  one  cent  per  pound  might 
be  placed,  and  .if  no  part  of  this  extra  duty  were 
drawa  back^  it  would  by  thus  much  encourage 
the  exportation  of  American  nails. 

Nor  can  the  Legislature  be  restrained  from  pro- 
hibiting foreign  nails  and  brads  by  a  fear  that 
the  American  manufacturers  will  be  unable  to 
furnish  the  quantity  wanted ;  for  almost  imme- 
diately they  could  manufacture  half  as  many 
again  as  they  now  do,  and,  in  six  months,  could 
iocrease  this  to  any  quantity  desired ;  nor  is  it  to 
be  feared  that  the  prices  will  be  advanced  by  mo- 
nopoly, as  the  diiSerent  patent  rights  of  Improved 
nail  machinery  are  owned  by  a  trreat  many  indi- 
Tiduals  totally  disconnected,  and  as  some  pretty 
good  machines  are  common  to  all.  It  is  abo  well 
to  state,  in  addition,  that  cut  nails  have  been  ex* 
ported  in  considerable  quantities,  and  gone  to  a 

Sood  market.  Whilst  they  were  not  so  wdl  made, 
iey  were  sold  in  foreign  ports  without  a  profit. 
In  Havana,  and  in  many  other  places,  they  new 
actually  prefer  4d.  cut  nails  of  a  gooa  quality  to 
the  best  English  nails  with  which  they  have  usu- 
ally been  supplied.  I  cannot  leave  this  subject 
without  adding  one  word  more  about  English 
iron.  It  may  be  the  plan  of  the  English,  when 
aelling[  it  to  us,  to  bring  into  discredit  American 
cut  nails  and  other  American  manufactured  arti- 
cles. Unfortunately  a  great  proportion  of  those 
articles,  and  especlaily  cut  nails,  has  been  manu- 
factured out  ot  that  iroo,  and  probably  it  ever 
will  be,  because  the  articles  cost  less,  look  full  as 
well,  and  sell  as  well  to  those  who  never  bought 
any  before.  It  is  almost  impossible  for  many 
people  to  distinguish  between  good  and  bad  cut 
nails,  and  some  are  led  to  prefer  giving  a  higher 

Erice  for  English  wrought  nails,  which  are  no 
etter  than  cut  nails  manufactured  out  of  any 
iron  but  English.  I  have  already  observed  that 
the  mills  in  Massachusetts,  could  manufacture 
aevea  thousand  tons  of  iroo^  while  they  only 


manufacture  three  thousand  five  hundred  tou. 
This  arises  mostly  from  the  rivalsbip  withioi* 
ported  articles  of  the  same  kind — a  rivaUhip 
which  the  Legislature  may  do  away  at  once. 

It  need  not  be  mentioned  that  the  iron  mtno- 
facturers  have,  on  exportation,  an  equitable  rifkt 
to  a  drawback  of  the  duty  on  imported  iron. 

In  Massachusetts  originated  the  project  to  man- 
ufacture cut  nails,  and  there  it  has  first  beea 
brought  to  its  present  state  of  perfection.  Lateir, 
manufactories  have  been  erected  to  a  eoosiderabK 
extent  in  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Mary- 
land, and  unquestionably  they  will  rapidly  mul- 
tiply there,  and  soon  be  spread  all  over  the  coua- 
try,  if  the  encouragements  are  given  by  the 
Legislature  which  are  suggested  in  this  sketch. 
If  the  Legislature  should  determine  to  allow  a 
drawback  of  the  dut/  on  iron  when  manufac- 
tured, it  might  be  well,  to  render  the  thing  more 
simple,  to  change  that'  duty,  which  is  now  ad 
valorem,  into  a  specific  duty  by  the  poaod.  Say, 
for  example,  make  it  one  4:eiSt.  per  pound. 


■         N. 

Wbentham,  Ck:i.  1,  l&f9. 

Straw  Bennett, — This  business  commenced  in 
this  town  in  the  year  18Q1.  At  that  time,  the 
English  straw  honnet  had  become  the  fashion- 
able out-door  head  dress  jpf  the  ladies  in  large 
towns,  who  are  allowed  always  to  take  the  lead 
in  the  fashions.  The  prices  demanded  for  them 
were  so  great  as  to  prevent  the  farmer^s  daugh- 
ters purchasinj^  them.  A  young  lady,  stimulated 
with  a  desire  to  appear  not  less  fashionable  than 
these  who  were  better  able,  or  more  willing  to 
pa[y  an  extravagant  price  for  a  bonnet,  conceived 
that  she  mij^h),  with  her  own  ingenoity  and  in- 
dustry, fabricate  one  for  herself,  equal  in  qoaJiir. 
and  less  in  expense  than  an  English  bonnet  wonid 
cost.  The  bonnet  was  soon  completed,  and  was 
thought  to  be  no  way  inferior  to  the  Eaglisb* 
This  first  successful  enbrt  of  the  young  lady  soon 
commanded  customers,  who  were  furnished  viih 
bonnets  at  about  hall  the  price  which  was  paid 
for  those  imported. 

The  demand  for  these  bonnets  increasinir.  oth- 
ers were  induced  to  try  their  ingenuity.    These 
small  attempts  were  generally  crowned  with  soc- 
cess.    In  a  few  months  the  manufacture  of  bon- 
nets exceeded  the  domestic  demand  for  then. 
The.surplus  were  entrusted  to  (he  care  of  a  maa 
who  frequented  the  market  at  Boston,  with  the 
common  productions  of  the  country,  who  made 
such  returns  as  not  only  to  encourage  the  first 
adventurers  to  continue  the  business^  but,  lo  in- 
duce others,  also,  to  become  adventurers;  so  that, 
at  the  end  of  one  year,  the  bonnet  business  bad 
become  an  important  article  of  traffic  in  this 
vicinity.    Since  which,  the  business  has  acta- 
ally  increased,  and  the  oemand  for  hats  and  boo- 
nets  becomes  more  and  more  extensive.    The 
principal  part  of  this  business  is  done  in  ibe 
towns  of  Wrentham,  Franklin,  Med  way,  Med- 
field,  Billingham^  Wal{>ole.  Sharon^  and  Foi- 
borough.    Some  towns  in  the  counties  of  Bris- 
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ol  and  Wofoeiter  hare  likewise  «nterRi  into  this 
lasisess.  This  concise  history  of  a  mannrac- 
ory  which  owes  its  commencement  to  mereacci- 
lent,  may  not  be  nnin (cresting  to  you.  in  which 

have  been  a  little  particular  to  show  Kom  what 
imall  beginnings  an  important  article  of  mer- 
ihandise  may  be  produced.  Oould  you  ha^e 
jelieved  that  the  annual  amoant  of  straw  hatt 
ind  bodoets  made  in  the  town  of  Wrevtbam 
ilone  is  e<|nai  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  7 
Phis  I  suppose  to  be  within  bounds.  For  the 
imoant  in  the  other  towns  in  the  county  of  Nor- 
blk,  aboveraentiooed,  I  add  one  hundred  thou- 
and  dollars  more.  This  sum  is,  perhaps,  much 
oo  small.  Bristol  and  Worcester  maoufacture 
o  a  considerable  amount,  and-  the  business  has 
ommenced,  I  hare  been  informed,  in»  the  other 
arts  of  the  State. 

It  is  to  be  understood  that  the  above  sdioi  of 
wo  hundrd  thousand  dollars  i»  exclnsiTe  of  hats 
ind  bonnets  made  and' worn  by  those  who  man- 
ifacture  them.  *  These  bonnets  and  hats  are  ex- 
)ortcd  not  only  to  New  York,  Philadelphiar  Bal- 
imore,  Vifffinia,  North  Carolina,  Charleston, 
South  Carolina^  Savanoah,  and  New  Orleans, 
>nt  to  several  of  the  West  India  islands. 


CASE  q¥  GIDEON  OLMfiTEAD. 

[Commanicated  to  the  Senate,  June  II,  1809.] 

Vo  the  Senate  of  ike  United  States  .* 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Legis- 
iture  of  Pennsylvania,  I  transmit  to  Congress  a 
opy  of  certain  of  its  proceedings  communicated 
or  the  purpose  by  the  Governor  of  that  State. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

June  4, 1809. 


ReaekUuuu  a/*  ike  Petinaykania  AMHmhly* 

Whereas,  the  Governor,  in  a  communication  to 
be  liCgislaturev  has  represented  that  the  Supreme 
^ourt  oi  the  United  States  had  ordered  a  per- 
mptory  mandamus  to  be  issued  in  the  suit  of 
]Kdeon  Olmstead  and  others  oeraitf  Blizabeih 
Sergeant  and  Esther  Waters,. executrixes  of  the 
ate  Mr.  Rittenhouse:  and  that  immediate  appli- 
ation  will  be  made  to  Richard  Peters,  judge  of 
he  district  court  of  Pennsylvania,  for  an  exeou- 
ion  against  the  persons  and  effects  of  the  said 
Slizalttth  Sergeant  and  Esther  Waters ;  or  that, 
at  her  an  attachment  for  their  persons  will  be 
be  compulsory  process  adopted  od  this  occasion ; 
nd  that,  in  conformity  to  the  prorisions  of  an 
ct  of  Assembly  passed  the  seeoqd  of  April,  1803, 
t  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  protect 
he  property  and  persons  of  the  said  executrixes 
kgaiost  such  process:  and  whereas  the  causes 
md  reasons  which  have  produced  this  conflict 
^tween  the  General  ano  State  Qovernments 
hould  be  made  known,  not  only  that  the  State 
nay  be  justified  to  her  sister  States,  who  are 
qaally  interested  in  the  preservation  or  the  State 
i^hta,  hot  to  evince  to  the  Gtovernnient  of  the 
Jaited  States  that  the  Legislature,  in  resisting 
ncroachmenu  on  their  rights,  are  not  -aetin^  in 


a  spirit  of  hostility  to  the  legitimate  powers  of 
the  United  States  court,  but  are  actuated  by  a 
disposition  to  compromise,  and  to  guard  against 
future  collisions  of  power,  by  an  amendment  t<^ 
the- Constitution  y  and  that,  whilst  they  are  con- 
tending for  the  rights  of  the  State,  it  will  be  at- 
tributed to  a  desire  of  preserving  the  -Federab 
Government  itseif|  the  nest  features  of  whieb 
•must  depend  upon  keeping  up  a  just  balance  W 
tween  the  General  and  State  Governments,  as 
guarantied  by  the  Constitution. 

B€  U  theref&re  known^  That  the  present  un- 
happy dispute  fias  arisen  out^of  the  following 
circumstances: 

That,  in  the  night  of  the  dth  of  September. 
1778j  Gideon  Olmsteadj  being  a  prisoner  on  board 
the  armed  sloop  Active,  bound  to  New  York,  On 
the  passage  prevailed  on  three  of  the  seamen  to 
assist  him  in  endeavoring  to  take  the  said  sloop 
from  the  captain  and  the  rest  of  the  crew,  and 
to  carry  her  into  an  American  port.  In  pursu- 
ance of  this  bold  and  hazardpus  design,  they  se- 
cured the  eaptiiin  and  crew  under  deck,  and 
contemplated  r uniting  the  sloop  into  Egg  liar- 
bor :  a  considerable  contest  then  arose  between 
those  under,  and  those  on  deek,  for  the  command 
of  the  vessel. 

On  the  8th  of  September  they  were  boarded 
by  the  brigantine  Convention,  fitted  out  by  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  commanded  by  Captain 
Thomas  Houston,  and,  in  a  very  short  time  after 
the  sloop  Active  was  thus  seized  bv  the  Conven- 
tion, the  privateer  sloop  Lo  Gerard,  of  Philadel- 
phia, commanded  by  Captain  James  Josiah,  hove 
in  sight. 

The  prize  wa^  brought  into  the  port  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  was  libelled  in  the  Court  of  Admi- 
ralty of  the  State,  on  (he  14th  of  September. 
Captain  Thomas  Houston  for  the  State,  himself, 
ana  crew,  claimed  one-half;  Captain  James  Jo- 
siah, commander  of  the  (Irivateer  sloop  Le  Ge- 
tard,  for  himself,  crew,  and  owners',  as  consort  of 
the  Convention,  and  as  in  sight  at  the  time  of 
the  capture,  claimed  one-fourth,  allowing  one- 
fouith  for  the  four  persons  who  first  rose  upon 
the  crew  of  the  sloop  Active :  Gidepn  Olmstead 
and  his  companions  claimed  the  whole,  alleging 
that  they  had  risen  on  thecaptain  and  crew,  had 
confined  them^  in  the  cabin,  had  assumed  tba 
sole  command  and  direction  of  the  sloop,  and 
were  proceeding  towards  Egg  Harbor  with  the 
captain  and  crew,  subjected  and  reduced,  when 
thesaid  sloop  was  seized  by  the  brigantine  Con- 
vention. And  the  great  question  for  decision 
was,  whether  Gideon  Olnuitead  had  subdued  the 
cap^in  and  crew  of  the  Active,  or  whether  hos- 
tilities'had  ceased,*  when  the  Convention  and  Le 
Gerard  came  up  with  her  ? 

The  Court  of  Admiralty  is  the  appropriate 
court  for  the  trial  and  decision  of  all  cases  of 
prize.  But  how  that  court  shall  be  constituted, 
must  depend  upon  the  will  of  the  nation  or  State 
to  which  it  belongs.  The  Legislature  are,  how- 
ever, inclined  to  believe,  that  the  interposition  of 
a  Jury  in  admiralty  causes  was  peculiar  to  some 
of  the  American  States,  and  a  remarkable  in* 
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stance  of  a  departure  fVooi.  the  uwe  of  datioof. 
It  waAj  however,  bottomed  on  the  loUowiog  res- 
olution of  Congress  of  November  25, 1775 :  that 
it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Leffislacures  in 
the  United  Colonies,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  erect 
courts  of  justice^  or  i;ive  jurisdiction  to  the 
courts  now  ih  being,  for  the  purpose  of  determin- 
ing concerning  the  captures  to  oe  made  as  afore- 
said, and  to  provide  that  all  trials  in  such  case  be 
had  by  a  jury,  under  such  qualifications  as  to  the 
respective  Legislatures  shall  seem  expedient. 
That,  in  all  cases,  an  appeal  shall  be  allowed  to 
the  Congress,  or  such  person  or  persona  as  they 
shall  appoint  foe  the  trial.of  appeals,  &fi» 

By  an  act  of  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania, 
passed  September  9, 1778,  a  Court  of  Admiralty 
was  established.  The  trial  was  to  be  by  jury, 
.  who  were  to  bci^  sworn  or  affirmed,  "  to  return  and 
give  a  true  verdict  according  to  evidence ;  and 
the  finding  of  the  said  jury  shall  establish  the 
facts  without  re-examination  or  appeal.'^' 
-  In  all  cases  of  capture^  an  appeal  from  the  de- 
cree of  the  judge  ot  admiralty  of  this  State  shall 
be  allowed  to  the  Continental  Congress,  or  such 
person  or  persons  as  they  may  from  time  to  time 
appoint  for  bearine  and  trying  appeals,  dec. 

On  the  4th  of  November,  1778,  the  cause  came 
oi^  to  be  tried, before  a  struck  jury,  who,  after 
hearing  all  the  exhibits,  and  the  arguments  of 
the  respective  advocates  thereon*  and  taken  time 
\o  consider  thereof,  on  the  following  day  returned 
their  verdict,  finding  one  fourth  part  of  the  net 
proceeds  of  tbie  sloop  Active  and  her  cargo  to  the 
first  claimants.  (Gideon  Olmstead  and  others,) 
and  three  fourtn  parte  of  the  net  proceeds  o^  the 
said  sloop  and  her  cargo  to  the  iibellant,  (Cap- 
.  tain  Houston,)  and  the  second  claimant,  (Cap- 
tain Josiah,)  as  i>er  agreement  between  them. 
The  lury  thus  decided  the  great  and  important 
fact  "  that  hostilities  had  pot  ceased  on  board  the 
sloop  Active  at  the  time  the  brigaotine  Conven- 
tion came  up  with  her ;  in  ■  other  words,  that  the 
captain  and  crew  had  not  been  (Aen  subdued." 
The  judge  made  his  decree  accordingly,  and  the 
same  day  Qideon  Olmstead  and  the  three  sea- 
men appealed  from  the  verdict,  decree,  and  sen- 
tence. 

At  this  period  no  Court  of  Appeals  had  been 
established  under  this  authority  of  Congress,  or  in 
pursuance  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation  of  the 
9th  of  July,  1778.  But  committees  of  appeals 
had  been  from  time  to  time  appointed^  consisting 
of  members  of  Congress.  By  the  nmth  article 
of  confederation,  Congress  was  vested  with. power 
of  "appointing  courts  for  the  trial  of  piracies  and 
felonies  committed  on  the  high  seas,  and  e«tab« 
jishing  courts  for  receiving  and  deterraininff 
finally  appeals  in  all  cases  of  captures,  provided 
that  no  member  of  Congress  shall  be.  appointed  a 
judffe  of  any  of  the  said  courts." 

The  time  when  Pennsylvania  acceded  to  the 
Confederation  is,  perhaps,  immaterial.  .  It  was 
not  finally  adopted  by^all  tne  States,  and  ratified, 
until  the  1st  or  March,  1781.  It  is,  therefore,  to 
be  presumed  that  the  Committee  of  Appeals,  as 
appoiiited  by  Congress,  was  competent  as  to  au- 


thority, even  under  the  provision  of  onrovi  Ui, 
as  no  objection  appears  ever  to  have  been  m^ 
gested  on  this  head. 

But  as  to  the  authority  or  extent  of  the  jam* 
diction  of  the  Committee  of  Appeab,  a  diiifns 
of  opinion  has  arisen  among  tne  wisest  and  bat 
informed  of  our  citizens;  and  this  question. tf 
mighty  mo&pent,  indeed,  has  agitated  all  Peu- 
sylvania  for  thirty  years. 

If  the  Committee  of  Appeals  had  autboritf  ts 
revise  facts  whieh  had  been  already  ertsblisbd 
by  the  verdict  of  a  jury,  there  was  an  end  oftbi 
quesiioUk  Their  decree  was  conclusive  sad  finl; 
it  could  not  be  opened  or  reviewed ;  and  it  oogii 
to  have  been  carried  into  eflfeet. 

But  Pennsylvania  has  uniformly,  by  all  be 
publicr  acts,. denied  the  authority  of  tbe  Coartof 
Appeals  to  re-examine  or  control  the^  Terdiet  of 
tbe  jury.  The  decision  of  a  State  is  always  im- 
portant, and  of  infinite  weight  incompariMo  yiik 
mere  private  ppinion.  An  assertion  of  her  riflu 
was  an  obvious  consequence }  and  an  attempt  w 
interlere  with  that  right  ^e^r.parteeaDoot  fail  to 
call  forth,  on  her  part,  feelings  of  the  derpai 
regret: 

It  is  true  that  Congreae,  with  tlae  appobtioo 
and  acquiescence  of  the  people,  exercued  (lie 
power  of  war  and  peace ;  andt  however  imper- 
lect  their  sorereignty  might  have  beea,  (bey  ad* 
ministered  it  with  glory  and  advantage  ta  tbe 
United  States,  li  is  equally  true  theycoonms- 
sioned  privateers  to  cruise  against  the  eoeoy; 
and  to  this  high  power,  it  is  said,  the  qaestiofi  of 
prize  H  incidental.  And  if  it  yitould  resoltfrom 
this  that  they  had  power  to  establish  Coorts  of 
Admiralty,  yet  it  is  equally  clear  they  did  not 
exercise  this  power;  and,  by  the  Articles  of  Cod* 
federation,  it  was  not  vested  in  themj  btttiD<ttif 
the  power  to  establish  a  Court  of  Appeals  in  cases 
.  of  captures,  although,  by  the  aame  iastrsffleot, 
they  had  power  ''  to  establish  courts  for  tbe  trial 
of  piracies  and  felonies  upon  the  higbiei^uid 
the  right  of  establishing  rules  for  deciding,  in  tu 
c^ses,  what  captures  on  .land  or  water  iball  be 
legal)  And  in  what  manner  prizes  takea  by  at* 
val  or  land  forces,  in  the  service  of  tbe  Uoited 
States,  shall  be  divided  or  appropriated."  ^, 
whatever  construction  might  have  bees  bai  it 
the  decree  of  revjersal  had  been  in  the  court  estab^ 
lished  after  the  Confederation,  yet  io  1778  it  bad 
no  binding  force;  nor  did  they  profess  to  tc[ 
under  it.  Courts  of  Admiralty  for  tbe  uial  ^ 
captures,  or  ti^e  prize  courts,  could  thea  be  estab- 
lished only- by  the  respective  States. 

Cottsress  recommended  to  the  several  Stiles 

;  to  establish  Courts  of  Admiralty,  and  to  profHit 

that  all  trials  in  such  case*  be  had  by  a  jurv^oBeer 

sucb  qualifications  as  to  the  respective  Lep*' 


tures  shall  seem  most  expedient,  reserving; 


IDlU 


cases,  an  appeal  to  Congress,  d^c. 

However  incidental  the  question  of  priz^r|^ 
cases  of  capiures,  may  be  to  aovereign  pover.ti^ 
principle  cannot  apply,  in  its  foil  extent,  to  ui( 
imperfect  sovereignty  exercised  by  tbe  UdiRi 
States.  Their  authority  was  gradually  t^^^ 
by  the  consent  and  acquiescence  of  tbe  Su<^> 
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nd,  wbereitwms  thm  l^eqliired,  the  exigipaeiec 
r  the  new  fprmed  Uoion.raqoired  ihat  it  abould 
:  deemed  len^itimace.  tl^oagh  never  espretslf-as-. 
mted  CO.  The  power. of  estahiishing  Courts  of 
idmiraltjr  they  otrer  assumed.  The  iDferfto'ee, 
lerefore,  is  fbreible,  that  they  bad  ilot  the  power ; 
r  irby  recoDmend  to  the  .States  to  establish 
*oarts  of  Admiralty,  if,  by  rirlde  of  their  oewly 
equired  sorereigoiy,  they  could  them»elres  have 
stablished  them  7  If  they  could  not  .erect  Courts 
f  Admiralty  jurisdiction,  ta  the  first  iastancey 
ley  cooid  not^  without  the  coasent  of  the  State, 
rect  the  appellate  court.  The  State  which  es-, 
iblisbed  the  Admiraltv  Coqrt  must  likewise  pos- 
*s9  tbe  power  to  regulate  the  appellate  jurii^die- 
on  from  its  decrees;  and,  by  tbe  assent  of  the 
•tate,  the  appellate  jurisdiction  was,  at  their  own, 
iquisition,  given  to  Congress,  where  the  interest 
od  safety  oi  tbe  Union  required  it  should  be 
eposited,  but  under  certain  restrictions. 
Tbe  Admiralty  Court,  being  the  court  >of  all 
aliens,  has^  be  the  usage  of  naitoos,  l>een  gov- 
rned  by  the  rues  and  pHncipl^  of  the  ci^l  law. 
t  has  always  proceeded  without  a  jury;  and  from' 
L9  decrees  oB^  an  appeal,  the  facts,  a^  well  as  the 
ivr,  bave^ways  been  subject  to  a  re-eJtamina- 
ion.  But  when  Congress  reeomoneoded  the  de- 
ision  of  facts  in  that  court  by  a  jury,  strtn^y 
eparting  from  tbe  usage  of  nations,  the  eonse-^ 
oenee  inevitably  followed  .that  the  &ots  estab^ 
[abed  by  the  jury  could  nerer  be  reexamined  on 
Q   appall.    The  party  dissatisfied  might  have 

? plied  for  a  new  trial;  but  there  is  no  other  way 
reversing  tbe  facts  determined  by  a  jury. 
Vben,  therefore,  Congress  reeomoievded  tbattlM 
rial  in  such  cases  should  be  by  jury,  from  the 
oi  form,  course  of  proceedinff  in  such  trials,  it  is. 
t  least  presumable  they  did  not  intend,  by  re- 
erTio^  an  appeal,  that  the  facts  should  be  re* 
xamined ;  and  the  only  fair  or  consistent  cM-' 
tmction  would  be,  that  there  should  be  an  appeal 
»n  the  points  of  law  appearing  on  the vjecord. ' 
That  such  was  the  intention  of  the  Legislature 
»f  Pennsylvania  is  beyond  doobt,  when  they  de- 
tared  ''that  the  findiag  of  the  jury  shall  estab- 
ish  tbe  facts,  without  re-examination  or  appeal;^ 
ad  although,  by  tbe -same  act,  they  gave  an  ap- 
>eal  to  Congress,  it  cannot  be  absurdly  supposed 
hat  they  meant  to  contradict  and  destroy  the 
irinciple  they  had  at  the  same  instant  so  sol- 
inn  ly  declared  and  adopted.    The  question  itself 

0  be  tried  was  a  mere  fact,  ^^Who  captured  the 
loop  Active?^'  The  jury  decided  (hat  fact.«— 
They  could  judge  of  the  cbcumstances,  as  well 
IS  the  credit  or  credibility  of  the  wiinessesv  If 
heir  decision,  therefore,  was  not  to  be  conclusive, 
>at  to  be  open  to  a  re-examination,  on  an  appeal. 
>efore  a  committee  oTCoagress,  in  the  shape  or 

1  Ooort  of  Appeals,  the  jury  trial  was  a  Wemn 
nockery,  calculated  for  expense  and  trouble,  bqt 
productive  of  no  good.  In  tbe  case  of  Ross  and 
Ritteohottse,  t^e  Chief  Justice  declared  *Hhat  the 
g^enios  and  spirit  of  the  common  law  will  not 


ter  of  law,  apparent  upon  the  faoe^of  the  record." 
And  tbe  same  Chief  Justice  was  also  of  opinion 
that  the. principle  was  forfeited  by  the  resolu^ 
tion  of  Congress  of  January  15,  1780,  ^that  the 
trials  in  the  Court  of  Appeals. should  be  accord- 
ing to  ^the  usage  of  nations,  and  not  by  jury.*' 
And  on.  the  31st  of  the  sume  moDtb,  accordant 
with  this  resolution,  the  Legislature  c^.  Pennsyl- 
vania appear  to  have  been  willing,  for  the  future. 
16  change  the  practice;  for  they  resolved,  "that, 
if  the  mode  of  trial  byjury,(in  cases  of  captures.) 
as  recommended  by  Congress,  is  found  inconve- 
nient to  the  circumstances  qf  the  United  States, 
as  being  a  mode  unknown  to  m6st  of  the  civiU 
i^ed  States  of  Europe,  this  House  is  desirous  of 
conforming  to  the  customary  practiee." 

But,  .notwithstanding  this  mode  of  reasoning, 
the  Committee  of  Appeals  undertook  to  re-exam- 
ine the  whole  case ;  they  set  aside  the  verdict  of 
the  j.Ufy,  reversed  the  sentence  of  the  Judge  of 
the  Adniiraliy,^  and  decreed  the  whole  proceeds 
of  the  prize  to  the  appellants,  with  costs.  The 
Judge  of  tbe  Admiralty  refused  to  carry  this  de- 
cree into  effect;  and,  on  the  28ih  of  December, 
further  decireed  "tb]|t,  althotigh  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals have  full  power  to -alter  or  set  asidle  the 
decree  of  the  iudge  of  this  court,  yet.  that  the 
finding  of  the  Jaty  in  the  cause  does  establish  the 
facts  in  the  catiee  withoi^t  re^xatnination  or  ap- 
peal, and,  therefore,  the  verdict  oif  tbe  jury^till 
standing,  and  behig  in  fuU  force,  the  court  can- 
not issue  any  prooess^  or  proceed  in  any  manner 
whatsoever  contradictory  to  the  finding  of  the 
said  jury;"  and  he  ordered  the  money  to  be 
brought  in^o  court,  there  to  remain  ready  to  abide 
tbe  'Kirtber  order  of  th6  court  therein. 

Here,  then,  began  the  great  contest  for  juris- 
dietion«  On  tbe  4tb  of  January;  1779,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Appeals  issued  their  injunction  to  the 
marshal  to  detain  the  money  in  his  custody,  to 
wait  the  further  orders  of  the  court.  The  mar- 
shal, notwithstanding,  paid'  tbe  money  to  the 
Judge  of  the  Adiniralty,  in  obedience  to  the  de- 
cree of  that  court.  The  Committee  of  Appeals 
would  proceed'  no  further,  but  ordered  to  be  eii- 
tered  on  reisord  ''that,  as  the  judge  and  marshal 
of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  for  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania,^had  absolutely  and  respectively  refused 
obedience  to  the  decree  and  wnt  regularly  made 
in,  and  issued  from,  this  court,  to  wbicn  they, 
and  each  of  them,  were  and  was  bound  to  pay 
obedience;  the  court  being  unwilling  to  enter 
into  any  proceedings  for  contempt,  lest  conse- 
quences mi^t  ensue,  at  this  juncture,  dan^rous 
to  the  public  peace  of  th^  United  States,  will  not 
proceed  further  in  this  affair^  nor  hear  any  ap- 
peal, until  the  abthortty  of  this  court  shall  be  so 
settled  as  to  eive  fall  efficacy  to  their  decrees  and 
process ;"  and  they  ordered  a  state  of  the  proceed- 
sings  to  be  prepared  that  they  might  lay  it  before 
Congress.  On  the  21st  of  January  »  oonimittee 
was  appointed  by  Congress  to  examine  in(o  the 
principles  of  the  powers  of  the  Committee  of 


suffer  a  sentence  of  the  lowest  court,  founds  on  Appeals,  and  the  causes  af  the  refusal  of  the 
1  general  verdict,  to  be  controlled  or  revnssd  by  Judge  or  tbe  Court  of  Admiralty,  in  the  State  of 
Lhe  highest  juffisdietaon,  oaleap  for  error  in  mat- j  Pennsylvania,  to  execute  their  decree;  whiah 
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eommfttee,  on  the  6ch  of  March  folio winffj  re- 
ported specially,  the  fiodiug  of  the  jury,  and  de- 
cree thereon,  the  reversal  thereof  the  reasons  of 
the  judg«,  and  act  of  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania , 
as  they  are  before  stated.; 

Whereupon,  it  was  resolved,  "that  Congress,  or 
sach  person  or  persons  as  they  appoint  to  bear 
and  determine  appeals  from  the  Courts  of  Admi- 
ralty, have,  necessarily,  the  power  to  examine  as 
well  into  decisions  on  facts  as  decisions  on  the 
law,  and  to  decree  finally  thereon;  and  that  no 
finding  of  a  jar^r  in  antr  Court  of' Admiiaity,  or 
court  for  determining  the  legality  of  eaptares  on 
the  high  seas,  can,  or  ought  to  destroy  the  right 
of  appeal,  and  the  re-examination  ot|  the  facts 
reserved  to  Congress.        * 

'*That  no  act  of  any  one  State  can  or  ou^ht  to 
destroy  the  right  of  appeal  to  Congress  in  the 
sense  above  declared. 

*'That  Congress  is,  by  these  United  States,  in- 
Vested  with  the  sovereign  supreme  power  of  war 
and  peace. 

^  "That  the  power  of  execattng  the  la:w  of  na- 
tions is  essential  to  the  sovereign  supreme  power 
of  war  and  peace. 

'^Tbat  the  legality  of  all  captures  on  the  high 
seas  must  be  determined  b]f^  the  law  of  nations. 

'^That  the  authority,  ultimately  and  Anally,  to 
decide  on  all  matters  and  questions  touching  the 
law  of  nations,  does  reside,  and  is  vested  in  the 
sovereign  supreme  power  of  war  and  peace. 

''That  a  control^  by  appeaj,  is  necessary  in  or- 
der  to  compel  a  just  ana  uniform  execution  of 
the  law  of  nations. 

''That  the  said  control  must  extend  as  well 
over  the  decisions  of  juries  as  judges,  in  courts 
for  determining  the  legality  of  captures  on  the 
sea  ;  otherwise  the  jurtt>s  woald  be  possessed  of 
the  ultimate  supreme  power  of  executing  the 
law  of  nations  in  all  cases  of  captures;  and 
might,  at  any  time,  exercise  the  same  in  such 
manner  as  to  prevent  a  possibility  of  being  eon- 
trolled  :  a  construction  which  involves  many  in- 
conveniences and  absurdities,  destroys  an  essen-. 
ttal  part  Of  the  power  of  war  and  peace  entrusted 
to  Congress,  and  would  disable  the, Congress  of 
the  United  States  from  giving  satisfieiction  to 
foreign  nations  complaining  of  a  violation  of  neo- 
traliiies,  of  treaties,  or  other  breaches  of  the  law 
of  nations,  and  would  enable  a  jury,  in  anv  one 
State,  to  involve  the  United  States  in  ho^ilities; 
a  construction  which,  for  these  and  many  other 
reasons,  is  inadmissible. 

''That  this  power  of  controlling  by  appeal  the 
several  Admiralty  jurisdictions  of  the  States  has 
hitherto  been  exercised  by  Congress,  by  the  me- 
dium of  a  committee  of  their  own  members. 

^^ Resolved^  That  the  committee,  before  whom 
was  determined  the  appeal  from  the  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty, for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the 
case  of  the  sloop  Active,  was  duly  constituted 
and  authorized  to  determine  the  same. 

"  Resolved.  That  the  said  committee  had  com- 
petent jurisdiction  to  make  thereon  a  final  de- 
cree, and  therefore  their  decree  ought  to  be  car- 
ried into  execution.''    And  they  thereupon  te- 


qoested  the  Assembly  ^f  PeBosylvaaia  toanoig 
»  committee  to  confer  wkh  a  eommittce  of  Cai> 
^ess  on  the  subject. 

If  the  reasoning  in  tbe  foregoing  resolotioH 
establishes  the  propriety  of  proceeding,  in  cm 
of  Admiralty  jurisdiction,  according  to  tbe  bv 
and  asaee  or  nations,  and  which  is  now  tbe  In 
of  the  land,  it  could  not  change  the  Uw  u  s 
then  stood ;  tbereibre,  coold  have  no  effect  opa 
Pennsylvania,  tenacious  of  her  own  righu.  rat- 
ing upon  her  own  laws,  and  understandtof  a 
w3l  as  any  dther  State  the  extent  of  tbe  povtt 
of  Congress,  and  the  authority  ahe  had  eooscori 
to  vest  in  that  body.  Committees  were  appoiDiei 
to  confer  with  a  committee  of  Congress,  battrtrf 
conference  was  ineffectual ;  and  on  the  31st  Jii- 
qary,  1780,  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  Gcocnl 
Assembly,  the  following  decisive  iostradjois 
were  transmitted  to  the  Pennsylvania  delegate 
in  Congress:  ' 

"  QsNTLBMaif :  The  House  being  informed  ik 
it  has  been  proposed  |n  the  honorable  CoBpai 
that  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  TreasaryoftlK 
United  States,  for  the  amount  of  three-fowtiisof 
the  net  proceeds -of  the  sloop  Active  aod^er  ear- 
go,  and  to  pay  the  same  to  Gideon  Olmsieid  and 
others,  appellants  in  that  case,  in  order  to  ausfir 
the  decree  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  for  prixei 
made  at  sea^  and  that  the  same  be  charged  to  titf 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  referring  said  Stue  for 
tndeouiification  lo  the  three-fourths  in  tbe  luads 
of  the  Judg^  of  the  Admiralty  of  PeaosylnBia. 

"  The  House,  in  consequence  of  the  aboie,iiafe 
taken  the  premises  into  their  most  serious  coasid- 
eration,  and  adopted  tbe  instruetioos  girca  bf 
the  last  House  of  Assembiv,  (Uarch  10, 1769.)  to 
a  committee  of  the  said  Honse^  who  bad  bea 
appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  Coogretf 
in  the  case  of  the  sloop  Active ;  whicb  iB»tf«c- 
tions  are  in  tbe  following  words: 

"^Reiolved,  1st.  That  the  power  of  cstabiisbiD; 
courts  for  receiving  and  determining  fioallt  ap- 
peals in  all  cases  of  captures,  is  reserved  io  Coa* 
gress  by  the  Articles  of  Confedeiatioo;  aod  as 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  has  acceded  to  ibe« 
articles,  this  House  esteem  it  their  dutf  loado^ 
such  reffulations,  consistent  with  the  priociplff 
of  the  Confederation,-  as  Congress  may  '}^ 
necessary  for  the  due  exercise  <n  the  said  [wvtf' 

*"  ReMved,  2d.  That,  by  mn  act  of  tbis  Coa* 
mon  wealth  forestablUhing  a  Court  of  Admiralir 
it  is  declared  and  enacted,  that. the  finding  of  Ue 
jury  shall  establish  the  facts  without  re-exaoiai- 
tion  or  appeal,  and  that  the  act  if  not  repogaao^ 
to,  but  consistent  with  the  resolutions  of  Co^^ 
of  the  25tli  of  November,  1775. 

^Re9oU>ed,  3d.  That  the  proceediags  ia  ^ 
Court  of  Admiralty,  in  the  case  of  the  sioop  ^ 
tive,  were  founded  upon  the  aforesaid  act  of  Af- 
sembly,  whicb,  together  with  the  said  resolfe. 
form  the  true  ground  whereupon  the  deeiaioa'' 
the  conteated  point  should  be  uMide.  vitboata* 
volving  a  conaideration  of  the  necessity  or  ^ 
priety  of  future  alterations.  •  , 

"The  House  likewise  inatmct  yoo  iomcdiatdT 
to  tAform  the  houoiable  bodyi  of  which  yoau^ 
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nembert,  that  tbis  Hovae  will  eontider  aby  ap- 
ilicatioo  of  the  monef  of  thia  State,  by  CoDgreit, 
0  the  purpose  afofeaaid,  as  a  high  infriogemeDt 

0  the  Dooor  aod  rights  of  the  ComnKm wealth  of 
^OQsylraoia;  and,  in  this  view,  wilt  compIaiD, 
D  an  especial  maooef,  of  those  delegatioos  which 
bill  coocor  10  any  vote  for  tiMt  parpoae,  to  the 
ereral  iegislatiye  bodies  ffom  w;hom  they  re» 
peetively  derive  their  powers. 

*' And  yoa  are  farther  iastrueted  to  enter  a  pr<h 
niy  in  behalf  of  this  State,  that  we  will  pay  no 
art  of  the  sum  wbicb  Congress  shall  award,  out 
•f  ihe  Treasury  of.  »he  United  States,  in  conse- 
[ueoce  of  the  decree  of  the  Court,  of  Appeals. 

**  We  also  instnict  you  to  iqform  Congress  that 
he  maoifest  ri^ ht  of  ihe  citizens  of  this  State  to 
he  benefit  of  its  laws  has^sotHe  time  since,  oh- 
lined  from  the  authority  thereof,  an  order  for 
he  distribution  of  the  three-fourths,  given  by  the 
rerdietof  the  jury  in  this  case,  to '  the  captains 
ind  crews  of  the  brigantine  Convention  and  her 
consort. 

^  The  House  views  with  astonishment  the  per- 
eferance  and  decision  of  Congress,  in  rolling 
ipon  this  State  an  embarrassment  created  by  the 
i/ourt  of  Appeals. 

"Congress  recommended  a  trial  by  jury  to  be 
ntrodaced  into  the  Court  of  Admiralty.  The 
Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  adopted  the  measure. 

1  jury,  10  Ihe  case  of  the  al'oop .Active,  founded 
heir  verdict  upon  the  facta.  It  ia  the  proper  bo- 
liness,  and  the  sinct  right  of  juries  to  establish 
acts;  yet  the  Coiirt  of  AppeaSs  took  upon  tbe^i 
0  Tiolate  this  essential  part  of  jury  trial,  and  to 
educe,  in  effect,  tliis  mode  of  jurisprudence  to 
hecoiirse  of  the  civil  law ;  a  proceeding  to  which 
he  Slate  of  Pctoosylvania  cannot  yield. 

'^  If  the  mode  of  t^ial  by  jury,,  (in  cases  of  cap- 
orei,)  as  recommended  by.  Congress^  is  found  in- 
iOQveoient  to  the  circumstances  of  the  United 
States,  as^being  a  mode  unknown^  to  most  of  the 
virilized  States  in  Europe,  this  Houae  is  desirous 
)f  conforming  to  the  costomary  practice. 

"^Tbe  House  finally  remind  you  of  the  laws, 
vhicb,  they  understand,  have  been  passed  in  some 
^flhe  Slates  of  the  Union,  denying  all  appeal  in 
i«,  ss  well  as  fact,  to  the  Court  of  Appeals  -es- 
abjisbed  by  Congress  for  prize  causes,  except  the 
tlaimaais  be  foreigilers.  or  captors  in  the  pay  of 
^ODffress ;  by  the  operation  of  one  of  which  laws. 
Mr.  Hugh  McCullocb,  a  citizen  of  Pennsylvania, 
Ni  debarred  from  removing  tbe  case  of  a  ship 
lad  cargo  condemned  in  New  Rogland,  into  the 
aid  Court  of  Appeals,  and  that  httle  notice  ap-, 
>ears  to  be  taken  of  these  laws,  whilst  Pennsyl- 
rsDia,  conforming  to  the  recommendation  of  Con- 
^ess^  concerning  admiralty  jurisdiction,  in  the 
nost  legal  and  usual  construction  o(  the  expres* 
>ioD,  bsa  not.  In  our  opinion,  been  treated  by  that 

looorable  body  with  aofficient  respect  and  atten- 
ion.» 

Soeb,  then,  has  been  the  decisive  stand  which, 
rennsylvaoia  has  unifoirmly  made  against  the 
lecree  of  the  Committee  of  Appeals.  Can  we 
indertake  to  say,  from  a  view  of  the  ease,  that 
Ntr  predceasaors,  for  thirty  yeara|.  have  been 


wrong  1  Yet  <he  opinions  of  puUte  men  have 
been  various.  Chief  Justice  MciCean,  in  the  case 
of  Rossand  Rittenhouse,  judicially  declares  ^  thai 
the  decree  of  the  Cpmmittee  of  Appeals  was  con- 
trary to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress,  and 
of  the  Gkneral  Aasembly,e;rtfrayfMiscta/,erroiieoifa 
and  voidJ^  Two  of  the  judgea,  who  ut  in  the 
same  cause,  although  they  do  ncK  expressly  neg- 
ative this  opinion,  appear  not  to  concur  in  it.  The 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  fo  the  case 
of  Pennhailow  and  Doane,  unanimously  affirm 
the  authority  of  the  Court  of  Appeaisj  add,  upon 
the  decbion  of  this  case,  it  would  appear  this  cottf- 
test  has  been  revived,  after  it  bad  slumbered  for 
twenty-three  years;  and,  as  it  wo^rld  ^seem,  even 
after  Congress  had  abandoned  the  right. 

But  the  Legislature  cannot  relinquish  this  part 
of  the  case  without  once  more  referring  to  the 
pfoceedings  of  Congress  on  this  long  litigated 
point. 

Mr.  EUery,  Mr.  Hand,  Miw  Speight,  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, and  Mr.  Lee,  a  committee  of  Congress,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  proceedings  and  sentence 
of  the  Court  of  Appeal?,  in  cases  of  capture,  on 
the  case  of  the  ship  Susanna,  reported  *,  aod,  afte^ 
stating  that  tbe  resolution  of  the  85th  of  Novem- 
ber^  1775.  had  been  complied  with  by  the  several 
States,  some  of  them  ceding  appeals  lo  Congress 
on  a  Urger,  and  some  on  a  more  contracted  scale; 
that  the  Court  of  Appeals  had  reversed  tbe  sen- 
tence passed  by  the  inferior  and  superior  courts 
of  New  Hampshire,  in  the  case  of  tne  ship  Su- 
sanna ;  that  all  these  proceedings  were  prior-  to 
the  completion  of  the  Confederation,  which  took 
place  oh  the  1st  daj  of  Marsh,  1781.  They  re- 
mUvedy  That  the  said  capture  having  been  made 
by  citizens  of  New  Hampshire,  carried  in,  and 
submitted  to  the  jurisdiction  of  that  State,  before 
the  completion  of  tbe  confederation,  while  appeala 
to  Congress  Vere  absolutely  refused  by  their  Le- 
gislature, neither  Congress,  nor  any  person  de- 
riving authority  from  them,  bad  jurisdiction  in 
the  said  case."  On  the  30th  of  March,  1764,  the 
report  Vas  taken  up^^and  on  the  question  of  agree- 
ment, on  tbe  yeas  and  nays,  six  States  voted  for 
the  resolution,  two  States,  and  Mr^  Read  from 
•Sonth  Carolina,  voted  against  it,  and  two  States 
were- divided  ;  and  in  numbers^  the  yeas  were  1&. 
the  nays  9 ;  but  there  not  being  a  majority  of 
States  m  the  affirmative,  the  question  was  lost. 
It  may  not  be  unworthy  of  remark,  that,  on  the 
above  resolution,  Mr.  Jefferson  voted  in  the  affir^ 
mative ;  as  also  did  Mr.  BUery,  who  was  one  of 
tbe  Court  of  Appeals,  which  reversed  the  decree 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Court  of  Admiralty ;  and  as 
Pennsylvania  allowed  an  appeal  only  on  a  con- 
tracted scale,  that  could  no  more  be  exceeded  than 
it  could  in  the  case  of  the  New  Hampshire,  who 
allowed  no  appeal  at  all. 

There  is  no  reason,  therefore,  for  departing  from 
the  principles  and  opinions  of  our  predecessors, 
uncquivocalljr  declared  in  their  public  votes  ana 
laws,  respecting  the  case  of  the  sloop  Active, 
without  a  single  exception  from  Jbe  first  moment 
of  the  contest. 
The  second  pajrt  of  tbe  case  exhibits  facts  and 
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circuQistaneesof  the  deepesl  interest  and  concera 
to  PennsylvaoU,  An  aitempt  lias  been  made  by 
tM  district  court,  deririog  its  anthortty  from  the 
Constitatibn  of  the  United  States,  to  enfore^  the 
decree  of  the  Committee  of  Appeals ;  the  jorie- 
dietioQ  of  wfaieh,  to  reverse  the  facts  established 
by  a  jury^  Pennsylvania  had  so  long  resisted ;  and 
which  even  Congress,  under  the  confederation, 
had  so  long  abandpned ;  not  only  to  enforce  it, 
but  to  enforce  iitx  parte  ;  without  power  to  ex- 
amine ihe  merits  or  to  control  its  errors;  wjthotit 
notice  to  tlie  State,  or  coci^lting  its  interests; 
not  onty  thus  to  enforce  fit,  but  to  Convert  the  trea- 
surer and  agent  of  tk^e  State,  acting  nnder  its  im- 
mediate aathorityi  into  a  stake-holder,  as  a  mean 
to  reach  the  funds  of  the  State,  and  to  a0eet  its 
rights. 

if  this  can  be  done,  the  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution would  be  a  dead  letter.  The  Sta4e  ean 
act  under  its  laws  only  by  its  agents.  Its  moneys 
remain  ia  the  hands  of  its  treasurers.  If  the  om-' 
cers  can^e  conwerted,  by  the  decree  of  a  judge* 
into  stake-holders,  there  ean,  perhaps,  be  no  pos- 
sible ease  in  which  the  Constitution  may  not  be 
evaded. 

U  sufficiently  appeared,  in  answer  to  the  libel, 
that 'Mr.  Rittenfaouse  received  the  money  as  trea- 
surer of  the  State,  for  the  use  of  the  ^ate.  It 
appeared  decisively  on  the  public  records  of  the 
Common^re^th.  Bat  it  is  alleged,  ''that  |he 
aqiendment'to  the  Constitution  simply  provides 
that  no  suit  shall  he  commenced  or  proseeuted 
against  the  State.  That  in  this  case  the  suit  was 
Skox  instituted  against  the  State  or  its  treasurer, 
but  against  the  eieeutors  of  Darkl  Rittenhouse. 
That  )f  the  priMseeds  had  beea  the  actual  property 
of  Pennsylvania,  however  wrongfully  acquired, 
the  diselosttre  of  that  fact  would  have  presented 
a  case  on  which  it  is  unnecsessary  to  give  an 
opinioQ. 

Such  is  the  language  of  the  Supreme  Coart  of 
the  United  States.  Ifthe  process  and  jurisdiction 
of  the  Admiralty  Court  will  reach  aad  extend 
over  the  proceeds  of  priaes  found  within  the  dis- 
trict ;  and  individuals,  no  party  to  tbe  original 
decree,  can  be  libelled  aj^aiast,  is  all  investigation 
to  be  foreclosed  ?  or,  if  it  be  not  in  tbe  nature  of 
an  original  suit,  but  merely  a  proceeding  to  ea- 
.force  a  decree  .of  a  former  court,  in  which  Cap- 
tain Josiah  and  Captain  Houston  were  parties, 
why  a^e  Captain  Josiah  and  the  representatives 
of  Captain  Houstdn  unheard  in  this  straage  pro- 
ceeding 1 

It  is  further  alleged,  and  is  made  a  ground  of 
decision  by  tbe  Federal  Courts^  *'  that  the  prop- 
erty which  represented  the  Active  apd  her  cargo 
was  in  possession,  not  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, but  of  David  Rittenhouse  as  an  individual, 
after  whose  death  it  passed,  like  other  property, 
to  his  reoresentatives.'? 

It  is,  however,  clear  that  David  Rittenhouse 
•could,  not  have  received  a  farthing  of  the  money* 
as  David  Rittenhouse,  but  as  treasurer  of  the 
State  onljr,  and  by  order  of  the  State.  Although 
David  Rittenhouse  gave  a  bond  to  indemnify 
George  Ross,  yet  that  ipstant  tbe  State  became 


bmmd  to  indemnify  David  Rittenbmise^asfl  ike 
real  party  then  interested  was  the  Comntoawnlik 
of  Penaeyl  vaaia.  A  treasory  or  other  efficer.  r- 
taining  -the  public  moneys  upon  any  ptettaa 
whatever,  cannot,  upon  any  principle, ekssgcth 
nature  of  the  question. 

Notwithstanding,  by  the  highest  judicial » 
thority  the  question  is  declared  to  be  at  im 
<*^That,  by  the  decree  of  reversal,  the  iotmst«l 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  tbe  Aetive  mA  he 
eatgo  was  exiiog«i«»bed ;  that,  althoogh  MnHIi* 
ten  boose  was  Treasurer  of  the  State  of  Pnu^ 
vania,  and  the  bond  of  indemnity  which  he  a- 
eooted  states  the  money  to  have  been  paid  (obis 
for  the  use  of  the  Sute,  it  is  apparcat  lie  held  u 
hiiown  right,  until  he  should  be  cempletelf  ifr 
demnified  by  the  State,  and  that  theevideoceie 
this  point  -was  conclusive ;  that  it  did  not  sppor 
that  the  original  certificates  were  deposited  iDik 
State  Treasury,  or  i a  any  manner  desigoatc^a 
the  propeHy  of  the  State,  or  delivered  over  to  b 
successor;  and,  when  funded,  were  faDdedinto 
own  name,  and  iheiflterestdrawabyhim.  Thai 
the  memorandmn  made  by  him,  at  the  fooiof  tke 
list  of  certificates,  in  these  words :  *^  Tbe  iben 
certificates  will  be  the  property  of  the  Sate  e( 
Pennsylvania  when  the  Slate  lekaseiiiefroffl 
the  boad  I  gave  in  1778  to  indemnify  Q«oi|tR<*^ 
Bsq.,  Judge  of  the  Admiralty,  for  payinftkel^ 
original  certificates  into  the  treasury,  u  w 
State's  share  of  tbe  prize,''  denonstiates  thttbe 
held  the  certificates  as  ^euritr  agaiosttke  M 
he  had  executed,  and  that  bond  was  obligitory  op( 
on  tbe  Statd  of  Penasylvaaia,  bat  on  Dsvitl  Bit- 
ten house,  in  his  private  eapaelty. 

This  statement  bv  tbe  court,  as  psrtrfw 
broad  ground  on  which  they  decided,  vaj  k 
plausible,  m^ay  ^ive  color  to  the  decisioa,  fet  it 
by  no  means  appears  thar  he  receives  itif  t«tt^. 
holder^  or  upon  a  contingency,  but  for  tbeose « 
the  SiatC)  as  its  share  of  the  prise.  ABdevoi 
upon  his  own  memorandum,  so  mucb  ivHed  Mi 
it  is  stated  that  tbe  certificates  werepiidifi^"'^ 
treasury  as  the  State's  share  of  the  priie;  *^ 
as  the  State  was  bound  to  indemnify  him^^^ 
he  acted  under  its  orders,  tbe  Slate  would  ^^k 
of  course  been  the  real  party  interested  is  loy  i>|^ 
which  iriight  have  been  eomtaienced  <ipo^j'|v, 
would  seem  that  the  court  was  not  posseoed«^ 
the  whole  state  of  the  ease,  as  will  sppeer  irM 
the  authority  under  which  the  treesorer  tctN 
which  proves  explicitly  how  and  in  what  ebtrie>^ 
he  acted,  in  the  minutes  of  the  Supreme  Kx^ 
ctttive  Council  is  the  following  resolatioo: 

"  Pbii^oelpbia,  April  2\y  1^-- 
''Betohed,  That  David  Rittenhouse, tbe Tr«^ 
surer,  be, directed  to  find  sufficient  security  too| 
approved  of  by  the  judge  of  the  admirsUy  »^^ 
share  adjudged  ^o  the  Sute  of  the  prise  m 
Active)  taken  by  the  brigantine  CoareotioB^ 
Qerard  privateer ;  and  lake  up  the  iB^^f* '^ 
will  exceed  elevseo  thoaaaad  poands,  for  toe  ^ 
of  the  State,  qne^half  of  the  sum  allotted  lo  ^ 
Convention  coming  to  the  State." 
It  here  iacoBtfovertihiy  appears  thai 
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eeeive  ib^  moiiey  Ma  private  individual,  but 
or  tbe  aw  of  this  State,  by  tbe  ordees  of  the  Gz« 
euiive  aatbority,  ajid  the  bond  ^hioh  be  exe« 
Qled  was  execoted  by  bim  by  tbe  like  aiitfaoritye 
A  a^eot  andaeoarity  for  tbe  State.  Haviog  tbus 
reetved  .the  mooey)  previously  tbe  property  of 
he  State,  by  tbe  decree  of  the  Admiraltv  Court, 
;8  Treasurer,  do  detea^ioa  m  it  wb^n  ^  went 
lUt  of  office  ougbc  in  reason  or  principle  to  be 
lOQsidered  as  ebanging  the  nature  of  the  original 
raasaction.  Tbe  X^islaiure,  at  their  sessiooi 
iforember  38d  fellowiogj  passed  a  resolution  siot-* 
lar  to  that  of  tbe  Executive  Coi|ncil;  and  tbe 
lot  of  February  26^  1801,  still  further  cdrrpborates 
ill  I  be  former  prooe^ings  of  tbe>State« 

The  Legislature  are  also  of  opidion  tbat,  as  tbe 
ffigaDtine  Convention  was  the  property  of  ibe 
}tau,as  soon  ae  judgment  was  prooouqced  upon 
be  Terdict  of  tbe  jury,  its  interest  attached  upon 
to  proportion  of  ibe  prizie,  tad  aa  soon  as  it.  was 
eeeired  by  tbeBtate  Treasurer,  it  was  so  much 
wloDgiog  to  tbe  State  ac(ually  in  tbe  treasury. 

When  it  is  said  tbat  tbe  State  of  Pennsylvania 
'orbore  to  assert  its  title  while  tbe.  suit  was  de« 
leading,  let  it  be  forever  remembered  that  the 
State  of  PeoaayLvania  bad  no  botice.  And  if 
lotice  bad  been  given,  to  what  purpose  could  she 
tare  asserted  ber  title  when  by  the  high  author- 
tf  of  the  court  it  is  declared  that  the  court  had 
lotbiog  to  do  witl^  the  question  decided  by  ^  tbe 
Illoort  of  Appeals,  which  must  be  enforced  with- 
)iK  an  examination  of  its  merits, 

Ahhougb  tbeL^gisU^ture  reverence  the  Coa* 
ititutjon  of  the  United  Slates  and  its  lawful  au» 
iborities,  yet  there  is  a  respect  due  to  the  solemn 
lad  public  acta,  and  to  tbe  honor  and  dignity  of 
MT  own  State,  and  tbe  unvarying  assertion  of 
^er  right  for  a  period  of  thirty  years,  which  right 
MVbt  not  to  be  relinqliished ;  therefore, 

Heaolved  by  the  Skngie  and  Boimt  ofBigpr9$enr 
Utves  (ftkt  OommmweaUh  of  Penmjfhxmia^fc, 
Tbat.  as  a  member  of  ibe  Federal  Union,  the  JLe* 
risUtureof  Pennsylvania  acknowledges  the  su- 
^emacy,  and  will  cbeerfuUy  submit  to  the  an- 
tbority  of  the  Oeneral  Qovernment  as  far  as.  that 
wthority  is  delated  by  the. Constitution  of  tbe 
Doited  States*  But  whilst  tbey  yield  to  this  an- 
'^onty,  when  exercised,  within  Constitutional 
imits,  they  trust  tbey  will  not  be  considered  as 
(Cling  hostile  to  the  General  Government,  wben, 
ks  the  guardians  of  the  State  rigbu.  tb^r  ,cannoi 
permit  an  infringement  of  those  rights  by  ab  un- 
»>a8titutional  exercise  of  power  in  tbe  United 
States  eoartf. 

Rmked.  Tbat,  in  a  Government  like  tbat  of 
the  United  Statea,  where  there  are  powers  granted 
to  tbe  General  Government,  and  rights  reserved 
(0  the  S(ate\  it  is  impossible,  from  the.imperfec- 
tioo  of  laoeuage,  so  to  define  the  limits  or  each, 
tbat  difficulties  should  not  sometimes  arise  from 
B  eoUisioo  of  pdwers ;  and  it  is  to  be  lamented*, 
tbat  DO  provision  is  made  in  the  Constitution  for 
determining  dlspufes  between  the  General  and 
State  Governments  by  an  impartial  tribunal, 
when  Boch  cases  occur. 

f^mHimd^  Tint,  fVcvm  tbe  construction  tbe  Uni- 


ted States'  eoarta  give  totbeir  powers,  tbe  bar- 
monv  of  the  States,  if  tbey  riesist.  encroach  meats 
pn  their  rights,  will  frequently  be  interrupted} 
and,  if  to  ptevent  this  evil,  they  should^  on  all 
occasions,  vield  to  stretcbes  of  power,  thereserved 
rights  of  toe  States  will  depend  on  tbe  arbitrary 
power  of  tbe  courts. 

Reiolpedf  Tbat  should  the  independence  of  tbe 
States,  as  secured  by  the  Constitution,  be  de- 
stroy ed,  tbe  liberties  of  tbe  people  in  so  extensive 
a  country  cannot  long  survive.  -  To  suffer  tbe 
United  States', courts  to  decide.on  Slate  rights 
will,  from  a  bias  in  .favor  of  power,  necessarily 
destroy  tbe  Federal  part  of  our  Government,  and 
whenever  the  Government  of  tbe  United  Statea 
becomes  cdnsolidated,  we  may  learn  from  the  hia* 
torV  of  nations  what  will  be  the  event. 

To  prevent  the  balance  between  tbe  General 
and  State  Grovernm^nts  from'  heipg  destroyed^ 
and  the  bormony  of  the  States  from  being  inter* 
rupted, 

Eeaolvedf  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be 
instructed,  and  our  Representatives  requested,  to 
usQ  their  influence  to  procure  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  tbe  United  States,  that  an  impar- 
tial tribunal  may  be  established  to  determine  dis- 
putes betweien  tbe  General  and  State  Govern- 
ments;  and  tbat  they  Be  further  instructed  to  use 
their  endeavors,  tbat  in  the  meanwhile  such  ar- 
rangements ma)r  be  made  between  tbe  Govern- 
ments of  the  Union  and  of  this  State  as  will  put 
an  end  to  existing  difficulties    . 

Redohed^  That  tbe  Governor  be  requested  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  together  witb 
the  foregoing  statement,  to  the  Executive  of  tbe 
United  States,  to  be  laid  before  Congress  at  their 
next  session.  And  tbat  be  be  autl^rized  and  di- 
rected to  correspond  with  the  President  on  the 
subject  in  controv^sy,  and  to  agree  to  such  ar- 
mnj^ements  as  may  be  in  the  power  of  tbe  Exe- 
cutive to  make,  or  that  Congress  inav  make> 
either  by  tbe  appointment  of  Uprnmissioners  or 
otherwise,  for  settling  the  difficulties  between  the 
two  Governments. 

Resolved,  Tbat  tbe  Governor  be  also  requested 
to  transmit  a  edpy  to  tbe  £xecutive,s  of  the  several 
States  in  the  Union,  with  a  request  that  they  may 
be  laid  before  their  respective  Legislatures. 

JAMES  INGLE, 

Speaker  of  the  B(ni9$. 
P.  C.  LANE, 
'     Speakerofthe  Senate. 

Apprdved.  April  3, 1809. 

SIMON  SNYDER,  . 
Governor  of  Penntylvama. 


fComnunicated  to  the  Senate,  Dec.  19,  1809,] 
Ta  ihe  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

Agreeably  to  the  request  in  tbe  resolution  of 
tbe  16ib  instant,  I  transmit  a  copy  of  tbe  corres- 
pondence with  tbe  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  io 
tbe  case  of  Gideon  Olmstead. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Dfiowaaa  16|  1SQ9. 
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LANOABTBa,  April  %- 1809. 

Sir  :  In  discharge  of  a  le^islatWe  iajanctioD. 
r  transmit  yon  the  proceedings  of  the  Qenerai 
Assembly,  on  the  long-litigated  caase  of  Qtdeon 
Olmstead  and  others  iwmw  Elizabeth  Sergeant 
and  Esther  Waters,  executrixes  of  Divid  Ritten- 
house,  deceased,  late  Treasurer  qf  Pennsylvania. 
Believing  it  will  tend  to  a  more  perfect  under- 
standing of  the  subject,  I  take  the  liberty  fo  add 
a  copy  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  rela- 
tive thereto,  passed  the  4th  instant,  and  also  beg 
leave  to  refer  you  to  two  other  acts,  the  one 
passed  February  Ist,  1801,  and  the  other  April 
SdjlSOS. 

While  I  deeply  deplore  the  circumstance  which 
hus  led  to  this  correspondence,  I  am  consoled 
with  the  pleasing  idea,  that  the  Chief  Magis- 
tracy of  the  Union  is  confided  to  a  roan  who 
merits,  and  who'  possesses  so  great  a  portion  of 
the  esteem  and  the  confidence  of  a  vast  major- 
ity of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  s  who  is 
i&o  intimately  acquainted  with  the  principles  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,  and  who  is  no  less  dis- 
posed to  protect  the  sovereignty  and  independ- 
ence of  the  several  States,  as  guarantied  to  them, 
than  to  defend  the  rights  and  legitimate  powers 
of  the  General  Government;  who  will  justly 
discriiniuate  between  opposition  to  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  that  of 
resisting  the  decree  of  a  judge,  founded,  as  it  is 
conceived,  in  a  usurpation  of  power  and  jnrb- 
dictioB^ not  delegated  to  him  by  either;  and  who 
is  equally  solicitous  with  myself,  to  preserve  the 
Union  of  the  States,  and  to  adjust  the  present 
unhappy  collision  of  the  two  Governments  in 
such  a  manner  as  will  be  equally  honorable  to 
them  both. 

Permit  me  to  add  in  addition  to  the  act  I  have 
done  as  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  assure  you.  sir,  as  an  individ- 
ual, of  my  full  confidence  in  tne  wisdom,  justice, 
and  integrity  of  the  present  Administration  of 
the  General  Government,  and  my  fixed  determi* 
nation,  in  my  public,  as  well  as  in  my  private 
capacity,  to  support  it  in  all  Constitutional  meas- 
ures it  may  adopt.     ' 

With  the  highest  consideration,  I  am,  sir,  your 
ohedient  servant. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 
His  Ezc'y  the  Presiognt  or  rai  U.  S. 


An  Act  relative  to  certain  proceedings  in  the  case  of 
the  prise  sloop  Activis. 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  this  Commonwealth,  passed  the  second  day 
of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1803,  entitled 
"  An  act  relating'to  the  claim  of  this  Common- 
wealth against  Klizabeih  Sergeant  and  Esther 
Waters,  surviving  executrixes  of  David  Ritten- 
house,  Esquire,  deceased,"  the  right  of  this  Com- 
monwealth was  asserted  to  certain  moneys  which 
the' said  executrixes  of  David  Rittenhouse,  here* 
tofore  Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, admitted  to  have  been  received  by  them 
in  the  manner  in  the  same  act  paritcdlarly  set 


forth,  as  part  of  the  proceeds  of  acertaiipriit 
called  the  ^  Aetive,''  captiired  dvriog  the  Rer^ 
lutionary  war,  and  i)rovision  was  msde  ano^ 
other  things,  that  if,  in  pnrsoance  of  tbenqaia- 
tion  of  the  said  act,  ([the  decree  of  the  dic&iei 
court  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  said  set  ma. 
tioned,  to  the  contrary  notwithsundingjthcstrf 
executrixes  should  pay  the  said  moaefs  iotoik 
Treasury  of  the  Commonwealth  withoot  m 
brought  against  them  to  cnnspel  inch  psynoL 
they  ahouid  be  indemnified  for  so  d<nog.  kik 
whereas  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Stiie 
have  reviewed  the  proceedings  of  the  ssid  d» 
trict  eourt  of  PenDsyhrania)  and  have  sdjodgii 
that  the  decree  thereof  ought  to  be  enforced,  not- 
withstanding  the  claim  of  the  Commoavalik 
and  the  pnymeot  of  the  said  moaeyiistotk 
treasury  thereof,  as  aforeaaid :  and  wherftt  tk 
good  faith  of  this  Common  wcnlth  reqairotk 
the  said  engagement  of  indemnity  sboaldbee^ 
fectually  performed :  and  whereas  sundry  norsR* 
seen  difficulties  may  arise  io  protecting  the  jut 
rights  of  the  State,  which  ought  to  be  proriM 
for  before  the  adjoornmeot  of  the  Lcgislitsic; 
and  as  the  Legislature,  by  their  resolotioBido- 
rin^  the  present  session,  have  enjeiaed  eeittii 
duties  on  the  Governor,  tonehing  the  prbmi« 
and  it  is  expedient  to  make  such  apprspriatioos 
as  shall  meet  every  contingency;  hcit,pratatiBg 
that  nothing  in  this  act  etmtained shall  be  deeatd 
or  taken. as  a  dereliclton  of  any  rig^t  or  priseipk 
heretofore 'asserted  on  fe^balf  of  the  Gobbos- 
wealth.  And  it  is,  moreover,  the  doty  of  the 
Ltcgislatore  to  protect  all  good  eitizeos  froa 
losses  or  injury  in  their  property  or  per>oov  bf 
reasooi  of  their  obedience  to  the  laws  tad  eoosti- 
tnted  authorities  of  the  Commonwealth.  Then- 
fore, 

Seo.  1.  Beitenadtd  by  the  SmaieaadBam 
-qf  RepresentaHveB  ^tke  CommonweaUhefPff^- 
iyltfonia  in  General  AasenM^  mef,  cmiitit^'^ 
by  enacted  by  the  Ottthoriiy  of  the  msk,  That  t 
sum  not  exceeding  918,000  bcL  nod  thenmeis 
hereby,  appropriated  and  made  subject  to  the 
orders  of  the  Governor  on  the  State  Treuonr. 
to  enable  the  Governor  to  eanr  into  effect  il 
and  every  engagement  of  this  GomaioBveiitL 
touching  the^ premises,  in  such  manner  as  aif 
appear  to  him  to  b^  advisable,  jnst,  and  proper 
and  to  meet  all  contingent  expenses  which  nif 
arise  in  the  execution  of  any  authority  or  pov0 
given  10  or  enjoined  on  htm  by  the  Tesolattoa 
of  this  LfgislatUTe,  passed  April  3,  1809,  orbf 
the  act  of  Assembly  of  April  2, 1803.  Aodii^ 
to  protect  all  and  every  person  or  persons  io  lof 
way  concerned  in  the  protection  of  the  jostrigho 
of  the  Commonwealth,  in  obedience  totheii* 
junctions  of  any  law  or  authority  derired  thel^ 
from. 

JAMBS  INGLE. 
apenkef  (f  the  Howe  <if  RtJ^ 

P.  C.  LANE, 

Speaker  of  ihe  SenaU> 

ApproTed,  April  4, 1809. 

SIMON  BWYDW- 
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7%^  DtrrHofj  of  OrUam. 


WAOflriiOTON,  AfftU  13, 1809. 

Sir:  I  have  receired  yodr  letter  of  the  6th 
istEQt,  aecompftDied  by  certain  acta  of  the  Lewis- 
iture  of  J'eDDsylvania,  which  will  be  laid  berore 
Congress  accordiag  to  the  desire  ezpresied. 

Consfidering  our  rej^pectire  relations  to  the 
Qbject  of  these  communications,  it  would  be 
QDecessary,  if  not  improper,  to  enter  into  any 
xamination  of  some  .or  the  questions  connected 
rith  it.  It  is  sufficient,  in  the  actual  pOstureof 
be  case^  to  remark,  that  the  Executive  of  the 
Jolted  States  is  not  only  unauthorized  to  prevent 
be  execution  of  a  decree  sanctioned  by  the  Sa- 
reme  Court  of  the  United  States,  but  is  express- 
f  enjoined,  bv  statute,  to  carry  into  effect  any 
ach  decree  where  opposition  may  be  made  to  it; 

It  is  a  propitious  circumstance,  therefore,  that 
rbilst  nor  legal  discretion  lies  with  the  ExecQtive 
f  the  United  States  to  decline  steps  which 
light  lead  to  a  very  iwinful  issue,  a  proririon 
as  been  made  by  the  legislative  act  transmitted 
}yjrou,  adequfite  to  a  remoTal  of  the  existing 
limcQlty,  and  I  feel  great  pleasure  in  assuring 
nyself  that  the  authority  which  it  ^ives  will  be 
txercised  in  a  spirit  corresponding  with  thepatri-. 
>uc  character  of  the  State  over  which  you  pre- 
ide. 

Be  pleased,  sir,  to  accept  assurdnoes  of  my 
espectful  consideration. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

His  Excellency  Ooy.  Snyder. 


THE  TERKITORT  OF  ORLEANS. 

[Communicatad  to  the  Senate^  March  13, 1810J 
To  the  Senate  and  Home  ef 

Bqfrescmtativtt  of  the  United  State*: 

The  inhabitants  of  the .  Territory  of  Orlean?, 
^eeome  your  country  mete  by  a  eombiaatiop  of 
raliiical  events,  but  as  satis^d  with  the  title  of 
iiizens  of  the  United  States  as  if  they  had  ao- 
|ttired  it  from-  choice,  raise  up  tor-you,  through 
De  organ  of  their  Representatives,  their  resneot* 
ol  remonstranecs  on  the  incoDvenieoces  which, 
10  doubt  against  your  intentions,  have  beea  the 
Devitable  consequences  of  the  system  of  govern - 
Dent  whick  yon  have  given  them.  They  appear 
efore  your  honorableassembly, full  of  confidence 
B  your  justice,  not  to  vent  any  complaints,  but 
0  claim  their  rights.  They  bring  yon  not  teati- 
Bopy  of  their  discontent,  but  the  expression  of 
heir  wishea  and  of-  their  hopes;  and  they  pray 
^OQ,  before  yon  listen  to  their  representations,  to 
ccept  the  homage  of  the  fidelity  which  they 
■gtin  swear  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
states,  and  the  t/ibute  of  admiration  yvhieh  tbev 
■By  to  thatsaered  eharter  where  the  true  princi- 
uesof  liberty  are  recorded  in  indelible  charac^ 
frs.  After  this  solemn  protestation  of  theic  sen* 
^ments,  they  entreat  you  to  lend  an  attentive  ear 
0  the  object  which  they  are  going,  to  submit  to 
'oar  eoDsideratidn.  Its  importance  claims  that 
t  loteresu  the  fate  of  a  great  number  of  meni 


whose  happiness  von  have  coatmnted  the  obliga« 
lion  to  procure  when  yon  adopted  them  for  yo^ur 
fellow-oltiiens. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  Territory  thought,  some  years  ago,  that  they 
bad  a  right,  to  solicit  the  incorporation  of  this 
country  into  the  Union.  They  founded  their 
claims  on  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  April, 
1803,  and  demanded  that  this  Territory  should  be 
erected  into  a  State,  not  so  much  because  of  the 
utility  of  the  measure,  than  because  they  consi- 
dered it  as  seoured  by  the  treaty. 

Things  are  now  materialljT  altered.  The  Le- 
gislature of  this  Territory  cattle  forward  several 
years  aAer  to  solicit  that  incorporation,  not  so; 
much  as  a  right  than  as  a  favor.  Whatever  may 
have  been  the  political  considerations  which  in* 
dueed  your  honorable  body  t^  reject  the  applica-. 
lion  which  was  made  to  you  in  1801  those  riea* 
sons  exist  no  lonj^.  The  loyalty  of  the  whole 
population  of  thik  Territory  hasaince  then  been 
put  io  the  trial  in  cirenmsiances  sufficiently  criti- 
cal (or  von  to  be  now  eonvineed  that  the  inhabi- 
tants or  Lower  Loniaiana  are  not  undeserving 
the  confidence  Qi  the  Federal  Qorernment.  The 
devoted  spirit  of  our  militia,  when  war  with 
Spain  was  on  the  eve  of  breaking  out,  our  un- 
shaken fidelity,  in  the  midst  of  treasons  and  con- 
spiracies, are  irrefragable  proofs  of  the  inoorrup- 
tlbility  of  our  honor,  and  of  the  sincerity  of  our 
affection  to  our  ooinmon  country. 

But  not  only  there  is  no  longer  any  reason  to 
oppose  the  wish  of  the  citizens  of  this  Territory, 
there  ezisu  powerful  motives  to  induce  yonr 
honorable  assembly  to  see  it  in  a  favorable  point 
of  view.  The  system  of  government  wbidb  yon 
have  given  them,  beeause  you  thought  it  would 
be  convenient)  does  not  suit  either  their  physical 
nor  their  political  situation.  To  use  the  expres- 
sions of  the  person  who  i»  at  the  head  of  our 
fixeentivf ,  whe^i  speakinjr  of  a  particular  branch 
of  our  Gk)vernment:  *^The  ordinance  of  1787, 
originally  intended  for  a  small  agricultural  so- 
ciety, was  of  hazardous  experiment  in  a  Territory 
like  ours,  populous,  wealthy,  and  commercial, 
where  the  landed  property  is  holdeo  by  titles  so 
various  and  eompux,  and  where  the  prmciples  of 
the  common  and  civil  law.  the -statutes  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  miinieipal  regulations  of 
France  and  of  Spain,"  mingle  together  to  render 
the  administration  of  our  affairs  more  .compli- 
cated and  more  embarrassing;  Since  the  intro- 
duction oC  that  ordinance,  a  sad  experience  has 
shown  us  its  imperiection  and  insumciency.  As 
we  have  been  endeavoring  to  conciliate  it  with 
our  wants  and  our  localities,  the  difficulties  mul* 
tiplied  themselves  so  much^that  we  now  think  it 
impossible  to  establish  harmony  amidst  the  inco- 
herent materials  of  which  our  present  Qovern- 
ment  is  oom posed. 

We  \\^t^  however,  at  the  distance  of  sijt  hun- 
dred leagues  from  your  honorable  assembly,  who 
gave  us  those  laws,  and  who  alone  has  the  right 
of  remedying  the  evils  which  they  may  have 
created.  -  Convened,  moreover,  for  the  genera 
g9od  of  the  Union,  oeenpied  with  great  politien 
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subjeets,  Ob  wbieh  dqmidsthe  safety  of  toe 
whole  natio1^  you  oaooot,  nay,  vou  oogbt  not,  to 
stoop  to  the  details  of  out  local  adoqiois^ralioD ; 
and  alrbough  you  should  eonseat  to  enter  into 
the  examination  of  those  details,  y^u  are  not<siiffi« 
'  cieutly  acquaijsied  with  our  sitoatioa  to  hare  it 
in  yonr  power  to  ameliorate,  it. 

Soeh  wei^e  undoubtedlj  the  reasons  which  de* 
termiaed  your  honorable  body  to*  g^ive  us  an 
elective  Legislature.  You  thought  «bat,  by  grant* 
ibg  us  the  privilege  of  making  our  own  laws,  yon 
furnished  us  with  the  means  of  securing  our  hap* 
piness.  No  doubti  legiskitprs,  sueh  were  your 
aeneVolent  intentions.  But  how  far  that  institu- 
tion fell  short  of  the  end  for  whieb  it  wis  estab* 
lished !  From  the  boyom  of  that  ordinance,  which 
you  had  given  us  as  a  favot,  inconveniences  and 
difficulties  have  sprung  which  made  our  sitoatipa 
worse-tban  it  was  befor^. 

In  almost  all  the  measures  which  we  attempt 
to  take  for  the  amelioration  i>f  the  government  of 
the  Territory,  the  provimna  of  the  ordinance 
shackle  our  efforts.*  |t  would  be  prefioaterous  to 
entertain  your  honorable  aseembly  with  the  par- 
ticulars that  form  the  mass  of  our  grievances,  and 
to  eonduot  yon  threugb  the  windings  of  the  laby- 
ribths  of  oar  administration.  Higher  objects  call 
'  j<mt  attentiob,  and  bid  us  to  spare,  the  pi^ecious 
time  which  you  are  boiind  to  empby  for  the 
general  good  of  the  nation.  But  without  tiring 
your  patience  with  useless  details,  if  you  will 
deign  to  cast  an  eye  on  the  most .  suiking  Incoa- 
Teniences  of  oar  present  situation,  you  will  be 
forced  tp  acknowiedge  tbe  necessity  of  granting 
10  us  more  extensive  powers  wherewith  fb  clear 
our  way  amidst  the  ianumcrable  difficulties  which 
reiterated  changes  of .  govern  meat  have  heaped 
around  us.       ^ 

The  absolute  veto  of  tbe  £xeoiHive;  a  Judi* 
eiary  placed  above  the  authority  of  the  Legisla- 
ture; provisions  only  obscure,  sometiml(s  contra* 
dkt6ry,  which  furnish  individuals  who«B  private 
interests  are  in  opposition  to  the  publip  welfare^ 
with  the  meaps  of  creating  doubts  upon  the  mosi 
important  subjects;  powers  and  functions  imper- 
fectly defined ;  a  complicated  jurisprudence.;  an 
entangled  chicane,  in  the  yortex  of  whioh  xuir 
business  and  fortuiies  are  preeipctated ;  |Kiblio 
officers  who  often  have  no  idea  of  our  ntuaieipal 
kwa,  and  do  not  understand  the  knguage  of  tbe 
great  majority  of  our  population^  no  voice  ia 
thdr  election;  no  cheek  on  their  oabduct;  no 
donfideneie,  no  harmony ;  such  is,  legislators,  the 
present  state  of  aovernment  ip  the  Territory  ef . 
Orleans.  It  would  even  be. more  grievous '  if  tlie 
Chief  of  our  executive,  to  whooL  we  owe  this 
public  testimony  of  our  acknowledgment,,  had  not 
united  his  efforts  to  ours  to  better  our  situation.  . 

But  the  palliative  meaeures  to  which  we  recur 
offer  little  resistance  to  the  torrent  of  disorder 
which  flows  from,  our  Constitution  itself.  The 
only, efficacious  means  to  employ  is  to  drain  ^he 
source  of  the  evil,  by  changing  entirely  the  actual 
system  of  our  government. 

That  remedy,  legislators,  is  in  your  hands.  No 
constitutional  obstacle  prevents  you  from  uaiag 


it.  Tbe  condition  which, yon  have  pot  to  oor 
admission  into  the  Union,  that  of  wsitiag  usiil 
the  Territory  should  possess  sixty  theu8sodi> 
habitants,  can  be  repealed  by  the  same  aatborhf 
which  has  imposed  it^  It  doe^  not  emansle  frm 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Suites,  it  emamtes 
from  your  will.  If  you  think  the  emancipaUoa 
of  this  Territory  to  be  a  necessary  measere  bh 
cause  of  the  physical  and  of  the  pohtical  situ&tkft 
of  this  country;  because  of  its  remoteness ffoa 
the  seat  of  the  Federal  4jk)  vera  men  t,  where  ve 
are  now  obliged  to  apply  even  for  the  details  d 
our  locAl  administration;  because  of  the  cosfih 
sioa  into  which  (hat  administration  has  heei 
plunged  by  the  successive  changes  whiph  it  hu 
experienced ;  jf  you  think  th^t  emaacipstioD  '^ 
be.  a  salutary  measurt!,  as  tending  to  bind  mm 
closelv  to  the  interests  of  the  Union  a  popaUtios 
already  known  by  their  loyalty ;  if  you  thiokiki 
emancipation  to  be  a  just  measure  as  the  recoiB' 
pease  of  the  irreproachable  conduct  which  thit 
population  has  pursued  in  critical  and  tempest- 
uous  times;  nothing  can,^nay,  nothing  ooghu« 
■prevent  yon  from  pronouncing  the  decree  whidi 
w«  solicit. 

In  vain  would  it  be  objected  that  our  deoaod 
is  premature;  that  our  population  does  sot  yet 
amount  to  sixty  .thousand  tree  inbabita&ts.ti  is 
required  by  the  ordinance  of  1787,  orlgiuily 
made  for  the  Territory/  Northwest  of  the  Ohio. 
The  articles  x)f  compact,  which  are  inclsded  ia 
that  ordinance,  pan  not  be  considered  as  obligaiory 
od  us,  since  we  stipulated,  approved,  tceepted 
.nothing;  and  tbe  ordinaoce,  wan  regard  to os, is 
a  law  uke  tbp  others,  emanating  scdely  from  Toor 
will.  If  those  articles  are  obligatory  oa  yov 
part,  th^y  can  be  so  only  as  eontainiog  ao  tn- 

fagement  not  to  retard  our  ineorporatiosifftotbe 
fnion  beyond  tbe  epoch  when  our  pofwtatioa 
shall  amount  to  aixtv  thousand  inhabiuois;  but 
by  conttacting  the  obligation,  not  to  deprive  as 
of  certain  advantages,  yi^u  did  not  partwiikyoar 
right  of  g[ranUng  to  us  further  iavora. 

Bnch-  Was  your  consideration  of  the  nbjtcU 
even  with  respect  to  those  who  were  coasideni 
as  contracting  -parties  in  the  ordinance  of  H^? 
when  you  erected,  in  1803,  tbe  Territory  of  OhJ« 
into  a  State,  long  before  it  possessed  the  nmba 
of  inhabitants  required  by  the  ordinance. 

But  although  the  law  which  you  hare  esia^ 
liahed  over  us  can  be  revoked  by  the  same  povtf 
that  has  dicuied  it,  if  through  respect  for  sseie^ 
iasiitutions,  if  through  attachment  for  a  phe « 
government  which  was  sMccessively  applied  ^ 
your  jieveral  Territories,  you  should  per»ut  ia  ^ 
qafring,  a[s  a  condition  of  our  iocorporatipQ;  li^^ 
our  population  should  amount  to  sixty  tbosstin 
free  innabttants,  then  ve  miglit  abandon  the  hope 
ever  to  see  the  change  whieb  is  the  object  of  otf 
wishes.  Our  Terriipry,  though  vast,  eaoaot  Uaf 
of  any  large  increasie  of  population.  Nearly j|i| 
the  lauds  conveoiently  situated  are  p<^°?vj 
immense  swamps  cover  a  great  proportioo  of  tN 
remaiiaing  part  of  the  icoontry,  and  snch  ^>^K 
ited  leads  as  ate  cultivable  are  chiefly  tobefo^B" 
tovarda  the  Ikeits  of  o^  Territivy.  Backfts^ 
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itioD  threateiis,  therefore,  at  least  the  present 
reoeratioQ,  oeTer  to  see  the  epoch  of  their  emao- 
ipatioo,  if  trour  honorable  assembly  should  not 
ield  to  the  powerful  reasons  which  now  make  it 
lODTeoieot,  or  rather  necessary. 

Mast  we  add,  to  what  has  been  above  repre- 
«D(ed,  thatwe  are  capable  of  alppreciatiog  the 
idrantsges  of  the  (Government  which  we  pray 
'ott  to  eicead  to  us?  Do  yon  suppose  it  possible 
hat  we  should  have  enjoyed  durini;  several  years 
1  portion  of  that  precious  liberty  which  you  alone 
lave  preserved,  amidst  the  subjection  of  all  the 
sirilized  nations,  and  that  we.should  not  wish  td 
KMsess  it  entirely  ?  Do  you  doubt  that  we  would 
fceire  with  transport  the  favor  which  we  solicft 
rom  your  liberality  and  your  Justice?  And  do 
roa  hesitate  to  believe  that,  once  in  possession  of 
m  independence,  it  shall  -not  be  wrested  from  us 
Hit  with  our  lives  ?  No,  legislators,  your  reason 
oust  persuade  you  that  the  •  emancipation '  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans  is  ardently  desired 'by  its  in* 
labitaots*,  and  your  heart  must  tell  you  thkt,  by 
•xtendiog  indeptendence  to  them,  you  will  forever 
«ciire  their  friendship  and  their  devotion. 
THOMAS  URaUHART, 
Speaker  Hauee  ofRepreeentativee, 
J.  D.  D.  BELLECHASSE, 
Preeident  of  the  Legislative  Council, 

Attest:  E.  FROMENTIN, 

Clerk  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 

Attest:  P.  DERBIONY, 

Secretary  to  the  Legislative  Council. 


BOUNDARY  BETWEEN  GEORGIA  AND 
NORTH  CAROLINA. 

[Commumcated  to  thp  House,  April  26,  1610.]   ' 

III  SfifitATB,  November  18, 1809. 

T$tlu  Pntident  and  gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  to 
the  Weaker  and  gentlemen  of  the  House  ofRtpre^ 
wUativei  in  Oof^^rest  assembled: 

The  State  of  Georgia,  by  her  convention  with 
he  United  States  bearing  date  the  24th  day  of 
ipril,  which  was  in  the  year  1802,  for  the  ces- 
|oQ  of  her  western  territory,  having  acquired  a 
i^ht  to  a  certain  tract  of  country,  which  was 
rest  of  South  Carolina,  and  separated  the  States 
f  North  Carolina  and  Georgia ;  and  the  Com- 
nissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  hav- 
^  held  forth  to  the  Commissioners  of  Georgia 
*a  that  occasion,  this  territory,  as  a  strong  and 
tiaable  part  of  the  consideration  oQered  by  the 
Inited  States  for  the  completion  of  that  con- 
'eatioD : — 

The  State  of  Gkorgia  sent  her  Surveyor  Gen- 
^  to  ascertain  the  extent  and  quality  of  the 
erritory  she  had  thus  acquired ;  he  ascertained 
be  boundaries  to  be  at  points  that  had  long  been 
Qppoted  by  South  Carolina,  and  all  the  prece* 
lent  claims  to  this  tract  of  country ;  Georgia 
ben  proceeded,  under  the  solemn  convention  she 
itd  entered  into  with  the  United  States,  to  ez- 
ead  her  laws  and  Qovernmeot  over  the  people 
lUhCox.  SdSsss.— 72 


there  resident,  and  she  then,  with  astonishment^ 
first  lieard  that  her  claims  were  to  be  resisted  by 
North  Carolina,  unless  she  would  ^gre^  to  sanc- 
tion grams  that  bad  issued  from  the  Government 
of  that  State,  and  which  woiild  s^ilrallow  up  the 
right  of  soil  tbrouffh  the  whole  extent  of  country ; 
the  sanctioning  of  which  would  have  overthrown 
her  benevolent  intentions  to  its  resident  inhabit- 
ants, and  confirmed  a  system  of  speculation 
which  it  had  been  the  efibrt  of  Georgia  to  weed 
out  of  the  limits  of  her  State. 

The  documents  subjoined  to  this  address  (and* 
marked  No.  1)  will  confirm  what  is  here  ad- 
vanced. 

Georgia,  disappointed  in  her  application  to 
North  Carolina,  then  addressed  herself  to  Coo* 
gross  on  the  subject;,  her  Represientatives  ab- 
stained, however,  from  pressing  the  afiair,  on  re- 
ceiving assurances  from  the  Delegation  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  that  the|^  would  repre- 
sent to  their  own  State  the  necessity  of  meeting 
on  somjB  other  grounds  the  requisition  of  Greorgia.  ; 

In  consequence  of  this  application  North  Caro-  ^ 
lina  did  appoint  Commissioners,  who  met  Com- 
misioners  from  Georgia.  Some  observations  were 
made  of  the  latitude  of  places,  supposed  about 
the  boundaries  of  the  two  States,    but  because 
those  observations  were  contrary  to  all  that  had 
been  made  4>efore  them  ;  because  they  were  di- 
rectly agarnst  the  opinionkof  persons  best  informed 
upon  tl^  subject,  from  neighboring  States;  because 
they  were  not  confided  in  by  the  citizens  claimed 
of  Georgia,  resident  in  the  country ;  and,  above 
all,  because  the  observations  made  were  them- 
selves so  variant  (where  a  variation  to  such  an 
extent  was  not  to  be  expected)  as  to  demonstrate 
that  there  was  an  error  in  the  men  employed,  or 
in  the  instruments  used : — 
..  The  Legislature  of  Georgia,  from  some  or  all 
of  these  reasons,  refused  her  assent  to  the  boun- 
daries that  would  have  been  fixed  by  these  ob- 
servations, and  again  requested  North  Carolina 
to  appoint.  Commissipners.  that  the  doubts  on  the 
subject  might  beremoveo;  that  if  Georgia  had  ^^ 
no  just  claim  to  a  territory  for  which,  by  her 
convention  with  the  United   States,  she  had 
allowed  a  valuable  consideration,  she  might  have 
satisfactory  and  conclusive  testimony.    This  ap- 
plication, though  reiterated,  has  been  rejected; 
this  requisition,  though  pressed  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  Georgia  to  a  wearisome  length,  has  met 
with  nothing  but  denial  from  her  sister  State,  as 
the  documents  annexed  to  this  memorial  (and 
marked  No.  2)  will  confirm. 

The  Legislature  of  Georgia  now  see  but  one 
mode  of  calming  the  irritations  that  have  arisen 
between  the  two  Sutes  on  this  subject;  the^r, 
therefore,  apply  to  the  Gk>vernment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  appoint  a  proper  person  to  run  the 
dividing  line  between  the  two  States,  through  the 
whole  extent,  either  at  the  expense  of  the  Union, 
as  Georgia-  believes  she  has  a  right  to  demand, 
or,  at  the  expense  of  the  two  States,  if  Congress 
should  so  insist. 

Be  it,  therefore^  resolved  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  BepresentativoB  of  the  State  of  Georgia 
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in  Cfeneral  AjBsenMy  met,  and  hy  the  auihariiy  of 
thesame.  That  oor  SeDttors  andRepresentatires 
in  the  CoDgress  of  the  United  States  press  vpoa 
the  atteDtion  of  ihe  General  QoTerooient  the  sub- 
ject  matter  of  the  preceding  memorial. 

And  be  it  further  reeoltedt^  ThalHi^  EzcelleDcy 
(he  Groveroor,  transmit  to  oar  delegation  in  Con- 
gress the  preceding  memoriat  and  resolution. 

Read  and  passed. 

H.  MITCHELL.  Pree't^ 
Attest:  W.  ROBERTSON,  8e<^. 

In  the.  House  of  Representatives,  rekd,  and 
concurred  in. 

B.  WHITAKER,  Speaker, 
Attest :  H.  HOLT,  ClerAr; 

Executive  Department,  Georgia, 

December  15, 1809. 
Presented,  read,  and  approved. 

D.  B.  MITCHELL,  Governor, 
Attest:       E.  ^ARLY,  Secretary,  E.  D. 

Secrbtart  of  State's  Office, 
MiLLEDOviLLE,  February  7, 1810, 
I  certify  that  the  forgoing  is  a  true  cop/  of 
the  original  deposited  in  this  office,  with  the 
great  s^  of  the  State  affixed  thereto. 

H.  MARBURY,  Sec9^y  ff  State. 


ExEcimvfi  Department,  C^eorgia, 

Louisville,  December  10, 1806. 

Sir:  Ameably  toa  resolution  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  this  State,  I  du  myself  the  honor  to  en- 
close to  your  Excellency  copies  of  suDdry  resolu- 
tions, passed  at  their  last  session,  relative  to  ascer- 
taining the  limits  of  this  State.  In  conformity 
with  one  of  the  resolutions,  the  Legislature  did,  on 
the  5th  instant,  proceed  to  elect  Commissioners 
on  the  part  of  this  State,  when  it  appeared  that 
Thomas  P.  Carnes,  Thomas  Flournoy,  and  Wil- 
liam Barnett,  Esquires,  were  elected  to  ascertain 
the  35th  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  plainly  to 
mark  the  dividing  line  between  the  States  of 
North  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

JARED  IRWIN. 

Hb  Exc'y  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina. 

^     ExEGCTivB  Department, 
Raleigh,  (N.  C.,)  Jan.  1, 1807. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  Excellency's  fa^or,  dkted  the  10th 
of  December  last,  accompanied  with  certain  res- 
lutions  entered  into  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  relative  to  the  boundary  line. 

It  was  with  satisfaction  I  saw  that  measures 
had  been  adopted  that  may,  and  no  doubt  will, 
lead  to  an  amicable  adjustment  of  our  territorial 
differences. 

Enclosed  you  will  receive  the  copy  of  a  law 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina  at 
UM  last  session ;  by  adverting  to  it  von  will  ob- 
serve that  the  objectionable  parts  or  the  former 
law  are  removed ;  thus  it  is  expected  that  no  dif- 
ficulty oi^n  result  in  determining  the  equitable 
^1.; —  ^  ii^^  1^^  Stfttea  by  their  confeitea^ 


On  inquiry,  I  find  the  country  in  theaeigbbah 
hood  of  the  boundary  is  thinly  inhabited,  lai 
that  it  is  hardly  prohaole  that  the  Commisioacn 
can  be  comfortabljr  accommodated  in  itsYiciany 
during  their  negotiations.  Permit  me,tbere^ 
to  propose  Buncombe  court-house,  in  tbis  Stitt 
as  a  suitable  place,  for  the  meeting  of  tbe  C«» 
misaioners,  and  that  tbe  same  should  take  phee 
on  the  20th  of  April  next  If,  however,  aeiiie 
the  time  norplace  should  meet  with  yoar  app 
bation,  please  to  alter  them  so  as  to  mah  it 
agreeable  to  tbe  Commissionera  on  the  pan  i 
worgia,  as  no  difficulty  ahall  arise  on  this beii 
as  the  Commisaioners  on  the  part  of  this  Stite 
are  diftposedto  accede  to  any  propositioa  in  tiiii 
respect  that  you  should  be  pleased  to  make. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  by  this  State  m 
tbe  subfect  of  boundary  are  Messrs.  Ma  Steck 
John  Moore,  and  James  Willbom. 

You  will  please  to  inform  nae  bv  the  ctHioi 
opportunity  what  amsgement  you  hare thoqtt 
proper  to  make  on  this  important. businesB. 

With  high  consideration  and  respect  dec. 

NATH'L  ALEXANDER. 

His  Bze*y  the  Governor  qf  QtprgiiL 


EXECUTIVB  DEPARTMSirr. 

LouiaviLLB,  (Ga.,)  Mardi  ll,lS(n. 

Sir:  Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  1st  of  January  last,  I  wrote  the  Com- 
missioners, on  the  part  of  this  State,  and  iDformed 
them  of  the  time  and  place  proposed  by  your  Ex- 
cellency for  the  CommissiQuers  on  the  pin  of 
both  States  to  meet  at  and  adjust  our  differnces 
respecting  boundary  ;  to  which  I  receivnl  (keii 
answers  on  the  27 ih  ultimo,  wherein  thef  ioforffl- 
ed  me  that  thev  will  be  at  the  place  appoiQiedbi 
you  on  the  15th.  of  June  next,  of  whicb  roa  v)U 
please  to  notify  the  Commissioneri  on  ike  part 
of  the  State  over  which  you  preside. 

I  have  the  hoapr  to  be,  dbc. 

JARKD  IRWIN. 

His  Ezc'y  the  Govsrhor  V*  A^»^  Caroltsa. 


EXBCUTIVB  DEPARTHEirr, 

Ralbioh,  (N.  C.,)  MatTh  S&  1807. 

Sir  :  It  is  with  pleasure  I  aclrnowledgt  tbe  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  dated  the  11th  instaat,  ia  la- 
swer  to  mine  dated  the  lac  ai  January  last^  oo 
the  subject  of  boundary.  I  do  not  hesitate  tosiy 
that  the  time  proposed  will  be  considered  sgrMj 
able  to  the  CMnmissiooers  of  this  State;  I  ^u 
accordingly  instruct  them  to  proceed  to  fion* 
combe  court-<house,  within  this  State,  to  bech«f| 
on  the  15th  of  June  next,  as  proposed,  prepir« 
to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  appoiDtoeci. 
On  the  litli  day  of  the  present  month,  1  bad  tbe 
honor  of  addressing  a  letter  to  yoa,  wbereis J 
declined  a  meeting  of  the  CommissioBers  oa  w 
28th  of  April  next  as  proposed,  for  the  waai  i 
time  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements,  is ' 
had  not  heard  from  you,  but  your  last  coamoi^ 
cation  has  obviated  all  difficulty,  I  hope. 
I  have.  &c.  N.  ALBXANDEB. 

Hia  Sxe'y  Jabs*  Iswtiii  Govenmrofdlterg^ 
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triboted  to  him,  hi^d  the  most  abandant  reasco  to 
^  astonished  and  mortified  at  the  result  of  this 
first  attempt,  which  made  a  diQerence,  and  varied 
from  the  preceding  observationsi  twenty  miles  or 
upward.  The  case  was  the  more  perpiezioWand 
anaeeoantable,  when  we  reflected  that  all  tha 
ebservationa,  both  by  the  Surveyor  Qeneral  of 
this  State,  and  the  present  artists,  were  made  by 
the  same  kind  of  instruments,  and  such  as  have 
become  proverbial  for  their  verity  and  aecaraey. 
Wa  were,  however,  a<$oompanted  by  an  artist  ap^ 
pointed  by  the  Government,  whose  talents  and 
integrity  we  had  no  reason  to  doobt,  and  of  course 
were  under  the  necessity  of  sosp^ding  our  as* 
tonishment.  and  proceeding  on  the  doty  assigned 
OS.  After  nis  observation  was  made,  and  report- 
ed, which  was  on  Sunday,  the  21st  day  of  June, 
making  the  mean  difference,  as  above  stated,  we 
proeeede^^  about  fifteen  miles  west  to  a  Mr.  Lan^ 
near  the  mouths  of  Davidson's  and  Little  rivers^ 
where  Mr.  Sturges  ascertained  the  thirty- fifth 
degree  of  north  latitude  to  be.  At  this  place,  on 
the  22d  June,  great  pains  were  taken  tocoostrod 
an  artificial  hortson,  with  which  each  of  the  as* 


//  iff 
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^e,  the  undersigned,  a  majority  of  the  Commis- 
sioDers  appointed  to  ascertain  the  thirty-fif\h 
degree  of  north  latitude,  and  on  that  parallel 
to  run  and  plainly  mark  the  bonndary  line  be- 
tween the  States  of  G^rgia  and  North  Caro- 
lina, respectfully  report : 

That,  in  pursoanne  of  the  power  and  authority 
1  tts  vested,  we  proceeded  to  Buncombe  eonrt- 
oose,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  there, 
D  the  15th  day  of  June,  (as  previously  agreed 
D,)  we  were  met  by  Qenerab  John  Steele,  John 
loore,  and  James  Willbom,  accompanied  by 
leir  artist,  the  Reverend  Joseph  Caldwell.  The 
ly  after  oor  meeting  a  board  was  formed,  and 
le  business  ef  our  mission  was  entered  into, 
fter  exchanging  and  r&>exehaaging  credentials, 
od  being  satisfied  that  the  powers  given  to  the 
lommissieners  by  each  State  were  sufficiently 
mple.  It  was  then  proposed  by  the  Commis- 
loners,  on  the  part  of  North  Carolina,  that  some 
reTious  arrangements  ought  to  take  place  reta- 
ke to  the  ctaimants,  under  patents  from  the 

'tale  of  North  Carolina,  so  far  as  they  covered  tronomera  expressed  themselves  satisfied.  On 
wd  which  might  be  found  to  be  within  the  lim- 1  taking  the  latitude  of  this  place,  the  reporjt  stands 
*  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  on  our  ascertaining  I  thus : 
keline;  and  tl^it,  so  far  as  the  CommFssionefi 
ftn  competent,  an  amnesty  for  all  disorders  and 
Sences  (under  the  degree  of  capital)  heretofore 
immttted  within  the  coontjr  or  Walton  should 
i  agreed  on.  On  these  subjects  it  was  thought 
cpedient  to  redsce  tpWriting  the  sense  of  the 
^mmissioners,  which  was  accordingly  done  in 
le  form  of  articles,  which  is  herewith  transmit- 
^ifind  distinguished  by  No.  1. 
It  will  be  perceived,  by  the  tenor  of  this  instro- 
«nt,  that  the  Commissioners  on  the  part  of 
orth  Carolina,  entertained  no  manner  of  donbt 
U  that  the  line  of  demarcation  between  the  two 
tates  would  be  found  in  th^  neiprhborhood  of  the 
ace  where  preceding  astronomical  observations 
td  fixed  it.  It  was  then  proposed  and  agreed  to, 
at  the  Commissioners  should  forthwith  proceed 
the  house  of  a  Mr.  Justice,  living  on  the  route 
9m  Ashville  to  the  Blue  ridge,  and  abqut  three 
ues  from  that  part  of  the  ridge  where  the  Ken* 

cay  road  from  South  Carolina    crosses   the 

me. 

On  oar  arrival  at  this  place,  an  artificial  hori- 
D  was  prepared,  under  the  direction  and  super- 
tendeoce  of  Mr.  Meiffs,  on  the  part  of  Georgia, 
u  Mr.  Caldwell,  on  the  part  of  North  Carolina, 
le  result^  of  their  observations,  as  reported  to 
i  Commissioners,  will  be  found  on  the  journal 
rewith  transmitted^  marked  with  the  letter  A. 
lung  th^  mean  dtfferenoe  it  is  found  that  Jus- 
«*»  is  on  latitude,  north  35«  22^  32"  20."'  We 
^  leave  to  state,  that  when  the  report  of  this 
it  observation  made  at  Justice's,  was  received, 
r  sstonishment  and  disappointment  were  great 
the  extreme.  We  who  nad  been  taught  to  be- 
i^e,  from  preceding  calculations,  and  those 
ide  under  the  authority  of  our  Government, 
1  by  a  person  whose  public  station  obliged  us 


Georgia         •       .       -       -       . 

North  Carolina      .       .       .       . 

,     ^ ^ On  the  26th  June  (the  25th  being 

t^lieve  that  a  seientific  fault  could  not  be  at-i  ,  cloudy)  the  observations  were.: 


North  Carolina      -       -^      -       -  35  17    6  93 
Georgia 35  18  10  22 

After  findine,  from  the  foregoing  observation^ 
that  we  were  upward  of  seventeen  minutes  north 
of  the  desired  point,  we  agreed  to  proceed  toCe* 
s^r's  head,  a  place  on  the  Blue  ridge,  about  twelve 
horizontal  miles  directly  south,  ana  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Dowthet's  €hp.  It  was  stated  by  those 
persons  present,  who  were- said,  to  be  best  inform- 
ed, that  this  w^s  the  most  southern  point  to  be 
found  on  the  Blue  ridge -within  the  present  boun- 
dary line,  and  that  here  a  natural  and  smooth 
horizon  might  be  commanded,  whioh  situation 
was  stated  by  the  attendant  astronomers  to  be  all 
important.  On  our  arrival  at  this  place,  within 
one  hundred  yards  of  the  summit,  of  tne  Blue 
ridge,  the  astronomer^  after  having  viewed  the 
heights,  yerballv  stated  that  an  artificial  horizon 
was  again  to  be  resorted  to,  alleging  that  the 
view  of  the  natural  horizon  from  the  mountain 
was  too  distant  and  remote  to  be  depended  on: 
whether  this  was  a  sound  reason  for  abandoning 
a  natural,  and  resorting  to  an  artificial  horizon, 
we  leave  to  others  better  skilled  in  this  important 
science  than  ourselves  to  determine.  We  can 
now  only  say.  what  we  then  said,  that  the  reason 
ofiered'lor  relinquishing  a  natural  horizon,  and 
embracing  an  artificial  one,  did  not  appear  to  us 
satisfactory.  An  artificial  horizon  was  then  con- 
structed in  view  of  our  camp;  on  the  24th  of 
June  observations  were  taken  and  produced  the 
following  result : 


//    /// 


35  11    1    0 
35    9  15  21 
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Georgia 35    6  20  24 

Nortfi  Carolina     -       -    ^    •       -  35    7  21  11 
And,  OD  the  28th  June,  which  was 

the  last  observatioD : 
Georgia  makes  the  latitode  -  -  35  02  57  56 
North  CaroliDa  -  -  -  -  i35  04  54  04 
^  This  last  observation  (on  the  28(b)  was  made 
under  very  unfavorable  circumstances,  as  the 
clouds  obscured  the  sun  about  the  time  he  was  on 
the  meridian,  in  such  a  degree  that  dnly  an  im- 
perfect climpse  could  be  obtained. 

The  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  each  State 
believing)  from  the  observations  made  and  re- 
ported by  the  attendant  artists,  that  the  thirty- 
fifth  degree  ^f  north  latitude  could  hot  be  found 
on  the  summit  or  to  the  north  of  the  most  south- 
ern point  of  the  Blue. ridge,  agreed  to  and  signed 
certain  articles  of  agreement,  which  are  called 
articles  supplementary  to  those  entered  into  at 
Ashville,  to  which  we  begJeave  to  refer. 

The  reports  of  the  astronomers,  on  the  part  of 
each  State,  are  herewith  Waosmitted. 

Mr.  Secretary  Robinson  is  in  the  possession  of 
the  journal  of  our  proceedings,  from  the  time  of 
oar  fleeting  at  Greenville  until  the  close  of  our 
mission,  together  with  a  statement  of  expendi- 
tares,  and  the  necessary  vouchers,  all  which  he  is 
directed  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  on  his  re- 
turn to  the  seat  of  Government. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

THOMAS  P.  CARNES, 
WILLIAM  BARNETT. 

His  Exc'y  Jaueu  Irwin,  Gwemor  of  Q^qrgia, 


The  Commissioners,  on  the  part  of  the  States  of 
peorgia  and  North  Carolina,  having  freely  ex- 
changed ideas  on  the  subject  of  their  mission, 
and  believing  that  every  measure  ought  to  be 
pursued  which  would  ^bear  the  stamp  of  con- 
ciliation and  good  will,  have  agreed  to  the  fol- 
lowing  articles: 

Article  1.  It  is  mutually  agreed  and  admitted 
that  the  territories  of  the  said  States  of  Georgia 
anfl  North  Carolina,  as  far  as  they  adjoin  each 
other,  are.  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  separated 
and  bounded  by  the  thirty-fifth  degree  of  north 
latitude,  and  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  in  fu- 
ture all  manner  of  dissensions  concerning  juris- 
diction, the  underwritten  Commissioners  will 
Sroceea  forthwith  to  ascertain  the  said  thirty- 
fth  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  to  run  atid  mark 
the  line  accordingly;  which  line,  when  ascer- 
tained and  completed  with  joint  concurrence, 
ahall  forever  after  be  regarded  as  the  line  of  sep- 
aration and  boundary  between  the  two  States. 

Art.  2.  The  Commissioners  on  the  part  of 
Georgia  do  not  consider  their  powers  competent 
to  enter  into  any  stipulations  which  would  bind 
the  government  of  tne  said  State  to  confirm  en- 
tries or  grants  for  land  heretofore  made  or  ob- 
tained under  the  authority  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  which  land,  on  the  running  of  the  line, 
may  be  lound  to  be  within  the  State  of  Georgia ; 
bat  impressed  with  the  justice  of  a  certain  pro* 


portion  of  the  said  claims,  and  the  pecolitreh- 
cnmstances  which  entitle  them  to  consideiaiioa, 
the  said  Commissioners  promise  and  agree  u 
recommend  them  in  a  special  manner  to  thelil^ 
erality  of  their  government,  not  doubtiog  ba 
that  the  Legislature  thereof  will  by  law  proriiie 
for  the  confirmation  and  establisbnieDt  of  tix 
said  titles  in  a  manner  which  will  afford  a  a(» 
factory  and  adequate  relief;  and  to  this  end  tin 
said  Commissioners  will  recommend  the  esuV 
lishment  of  an  impartial  tribunal  for  the  special 
purpose  of  inquiring  into,  and  aseertainiag  tk 
various  descriptions  of  such  claims,  andofdet^ 
mining  on  each,  according  to  their  respeciia 
merits,  and  as  reason  and  eqoitjr  may  requi^ 
which  tribunal,  the  said  Commissiooers  wiii  ila 
recommend,  to  be  composed  of  three  persoos^a 
be  appointed  and  paid  by  each  State ;  bat  ^ 
shall  convene  and  hold  their  meetiogs  in  dK 
State  of  Georgia,  and  their  deciuons  shall  \t 
conclusive. 

Art.  3.  There  having  been  great  disseosioa 
between  the  people  resident  in  the  oeigbbofii; 
counties  of  .Buncombe  and  Walton,  and  (be  aii 
dissensions  having  produced  many  ripu,  roots, 
affrays,  assaults,  batteries,  trespasses,  voBodiogi, 
and  imprisonments,  as  well  on  one  sideasoaibe 
other,  and  it  being  of  primary  importaace  that 
peace  and  tranquilRty  should  be  restored,  tad  all 
animosity  and  ill-wiU  forever  buried  betveea 
people  wbo,  from  their  local  situations,  will  la 
all  probability,  be  constrained  to  continoc  ia  (he 
vicinity  of  each  other ;  and  as  the  aerenl  oot- 
rages  committed  on  both  sides  proceeded  more 
(as *the  undersigned  are  impressed)  from  a  mi*' 
taken  zeal  to  support  the  Government  to  wliieh 
they  thought  themselves  const itutionallf  boood, 
than  from  a  wish  to  injure  their  neigbbors^or 
diHurb  the  public  j^eace,  the  uadenigned  agree 
to  recommend,  in  the  roost  earnest  DaBBcr,to 
the  Legislatures  of  their  respective  Stales  to  pi0 
laws  of  amnesty^  forgiveness,  aad  oblivion,  for 
all  such  offences  (under  the  deme  of  capital)  as 
may  have  been  committed  within  the  said  eooa- 
ties  of  Buncombe  and  Walton,  respectiiely,  sob- 
sequent  to  the  10th  day  of  December,  in  tbc  yw 
1803,  and  which  ahall  have  arisen  from,  and  \m 
relation  to,  the  disputes  which  existed  coocera* 
log  the  jurisdiction  of  the  two  States. 
.  In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  herennto  set 
our  hands  and  affixed  our  seals,  as  Coom^ 
sioners  of  our  respective  States,  at  Byocoo9< 
coiart-<house,  in  the  State  of  North  CaroliBa.tb( 
18th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  1807. 
JOHN  STEELE, 


THOMAS  P.  CARNES,  ^V 


JOHN  MOORE. 
WM.  BARNETT, 
JAMES  WILLBORN. 


ua- 


U8.J 


Signed,  sealed,  and  interchangeably  deliTO^ 
by  the  Commissioners  of  the  two  States,  lo  prf|^ 
encc  of  us,  who  have  hereunto  subscribed  as  w)«* 


nesses. 


Witnesses:  James  Call,  Wm.  Robertsoo,^ 
seph  Caldwell,  J.  Meigs. 
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Boundary  between  ?iorth  CaroUna  and  CreorgicL. 


jt;:,.!, 


as 


The  Comraisstoiiers  of  the  States  of  Qeorgia 
nd  Norih  Carolina  ha? ing^  discovered,  by  re- 
leated  astroQomieal  obserFatioos  made  on  the 
Mue  ridge  and  elsewhere,  thaiC  the  thirty-fifth 
legree  of  north  latitude  is  not  to  be  found  oo  any 
lart  of  the  said  ridge  of  mQiiotains.  east  of.  the 
ine  established  by-,  the  (General  Qovernmeiit,  ms 
be  temporary  boundary  between  the  white  i>eo* 
lie  and  the  Indians,  and  having  no  authority  to 
iroceed  over  that  boundary  for  the  purpose  of. 
scertaining  the  said  thirty-fifth  degree  or  north 
ititude,and  ef  running  and  marhing  the  line  ac- 
ordiDgiy:  and  beilig;  desirous  that  all  causes  of 
oliision  or  irritation  between  the  jurisdietiotfa 
nd  people  of  the  two  States,  may  be  e£feetually 
od  completely  prevented,  have  agreed  to  the  fol- 
3wiog  articles  in  addition  and  supplementary  to 
be  convention  'agreed 'to  at  Buncombe  court- 
louse,  on  the  18th  day  of  the  present  month,  viz : 

Art.  1.  The  Cotpmissioners  Of  Georgia,  foir 
od  on  the  part  of  jheir.  State,  Acknowledp;e  and 
dmit,  whicb^cknowledementand  admission  are 
ouoded  on  the  aforesaid  astronomical  observa- 
ioQs,  (bat  the  "State  of  Georgia  hath  tio  claim  to 
be  soil  or  jurisdiction  of  apy  part  of  the  teiritbry 
lorthwest  of  tbe  ridge  of  mountains  which  di- 
ides  the  eastern  from  the  western  waters,  com^ 
iiooly  called  the  Blue  ridge,  and  east  or  south  of 
be  present  temporary  boundary  line  between  the 
fhite  people  and  the  Indians. 

And  that  they  will,  consequently,  recommepd 
0  the  Legislature  of  the-State  of  Georgia  tb  rep- 
eal, at  their  next  ensuing  session,  the  act  t6  es- 
ablish  the  county  of  Walton^  and  to  abrogate 
nd  to  annul  all  Executive,  Ministerial,  or  other 
froceedings' for  the  or^anization>thereof. 

Art.  2,  The  Commissioners,  on  the  part  of  the 
liate  of  N'orth  Carolina^,  prbmise  and  agree  to 
ecommend  to  their  Government,  and'pafticu- 
irly  to  the  magistrates,  sherifis,  and  other  officers, 
iril  and  military,  in  tne  county  of  9uncombe,  to 
xecate  the  laws  concerning  forfeitures  an<^  pen- 
Ities,  and  in  every  other  respect  where  the  Stnte 
Day  be  concerned,  f  under  the  degree  of  felony,) 
ipoQ  and  towards  the  people  who  have  adhered 
othe  State  of  Georgia  in  the  late  dissensipns 
ODcernin^  jurisdictions,  with  mildness  and  elem- 
Dcy,  and  if  the  said  officers  can  do  it  consistently 
nth  their  obligations  of  offieial  duty,  that  they 
irbear  to  institute  suits,  and  to  distrain  or  exe- 
Dtefor  forfeitures  and  penalties  incurred. as  afore- 
lid,  between  the  10th  day  of  December,  in  tbe 
ear  180^,  and  the  dateof  this 'agreement,  until  the 
ense  of  the  Legislature  shall  be  had  and  known* 
bereon. 

Id  testimony  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our 
aods  and  aflaxed  out  seals,  as  Commissioners  of 
or  respective  States,  near  Dowthet's  Gap,  on  the 
ummitof  tbe  Blue  ndge,  (he  twenty-seventh  day 
f  June,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
nd  seven. 

JOHN  8TBBLB, 
T.  P.  CARNBS, 
JOHN  MOORE, 
WIUilAM  BARNETT, 
JAMES  WILLBORN. 


Signed,  sealed,  and  interchangeably. delivered, 
by  the  Commissioners  of  the  two  States,  in  pres- 
ence of  us,  who  have  subscribed  hereunto  as  wit- 
nesses. 
Witnesses: 

'J.  Mcioe,.  t        ' 

'   Joseph  Caldwell, 
Wm.  RoBBRa'aoN, 
Alios  JnsTicB. 


i 


A. 


At  Mr.  Justice's, 

.  Saturday  f  June  20^  1807.' 

We  have  had  but  one  satisfactory  observiitton, 
which  we  made  this  day.  The  result  of  an  aver- 
age or  mean,  is,  that  we  are  iq^the  lailitude  of 
thirty' five  degrees,  twenty-two  minutes,  thirty- 
two  seconds  and  twenty  thirds,  north,  viz :  35^ 
22'32"2(y"  , 

We  a^re  confident  that  it  will  be  advisable  for 
the  Commissioners  to  proceed  to  a  station  further 
southward,  that  we  may  be  able  to  perform  with 
satisfaction  to  ourselves  the  duty  assigned  tonal 
^  J.  MKICfe, 

J.CALDWELL. 

Tx>  the  CouMissiotfERS,  d^.  < 


At  Mr.  La.ne's| 

Manday^  Jjme  32, 1807. 

QeiTTLBMEN :  We  agree  that  theciroumslMces 
attending  our  astronomical  observation  this  day 
have  been  aa  favorable  as  we  have  a  risht  to  ex* 
pect  in  any  case  where  the  principles  otHadley's 
quadrant, or  the  sextant,  constitute  the  firstopjeet, 
and:  we  fiod  the  latitude  tp  be  thus:  viz :  . 
"  Tbe  astronomer^  on  the.'  part  of  North  Gatt>-^ 
Una,  makes  the  latitude  to  be  4hirty-fi ye  degrees^ 
seventeen  minutes,  six  seconds,  and  ninety-three 
thirds.  And  the  astronomer,  on  the  part  of  Geor- 
gia, makes  the  latitude  thirty-five  degrees,  eigh- 
teen minutes,  ten  seconds,  and  twenty-two  thirds. 

Nprth  Carolina     -       -       -       -    35  17    6  »3 
Georgia        -       -       -       -        -    35  18  10  83 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  MEfGS, 
J.  CALDWBIL. 
>Tb  the  CoMMissioNEBs,  dbc. 


Near  Dowtbet'b  Gap,  Blub  bidgb, 

/ttiic  24, 1807. 

Gentlbmbn  :  The  circumstances  atteadinff  our 
astronomical  observation  this  day  have  not  beea 
so  favorable  as  we  wished  ;  however,  we  had  ft 
glimpse  of  the  sun  at  or  very  near  his  meridiaii 
altitude. 

The  result  is  as  follows,  viz : 

Georgia  gives  the  latitude  to  be  thirty-five  do> 
grees,  eleven  minutes,  and  onei  second  north. 

North  Carolina  gives  the  latitude  thirty-fiv^ 

I  degrees,  nine  minutes,  fifteen  seconds,  and  twes* 
ty-one  thirds,  viz: 
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m 


Boundary  between  North  CaroUna  and  GeorgkL 


tf    nt 


Chsorgia 35  11    1    0 

North  Caroliaa    -       -       -       -    35    9  15  21 
All  which  is  respecifulljnsabmitted. 

-  J.  CALDWELL, 
J.  ME1G8. 

To  the  COMMISNONERS,  4«t      . 


Near  Dowt&et's  Gap,  JUmt  26, 1807. 

^  Gentleman:  We  had  but  a  momeDtaiy  view 
of  the  sun  when  on  the  meridian  yesterday,  as 
the  result  of  which  we  sd^te  the  latitude  to  be 
thus,  viz : 

'  Georgia  makes  it  thirty-five  depees,  six  idin- 
Qtes,  twenty  seconds,  and  twenty-four  thirds. 
'  North  Carolina  makes  it  thirty  five  degrees, 
seven  minute^  twenty-K)ne  seconds,  and  eleven 
thirds. 


//    /// 


Georgia 35    6  20  24 

North  Carolina  >  -       ...    35    721  11 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  MBIG8, 
J.  CALDWELL. 
To  the  CoMXtSBioifEitB,  dbc.  ' 


•   DowTBsr'a  Gap,  /tine  28, 1807. 

To  the  Commissioners  of  North  Carolina  and 
'    Georgia,  for  ascertaining  the  boundary  line  be- 

tweeii  tne  two  States.    The  artists  acting  for 

them  report : 
.  That,  by  obserratton  made  this  ;]ay,  which 
«aeh  pronounce  to  be  exceedingly  uncertain,  on 
account  of  cloudy  weather,  the  artist,  00  the  part 
4>f  Georffia,  has  found <  the  latitude  of  this  place 
to  be  thirty-five  degrees,  two  minutes,  fifty-seven 
seconds,  and  fifty-six  tnirds ;  and  the  artist,  on 
the  part  of  North  Carolina^  has  found  the  latitude 
to  be  thirty-five  decrees,  four  minutes,  fifty-four 
seconds,  and  four^thirds. 


North  Carouia. 

81R : .  I  am  sorry  a  temporary  alMsee  froaii 
place  has  prevented  my  answering  sooner  p 
uvor  of  the  ^th  of  December  last. 

It  would  afibrd  me  real  gratifiation  to  eoiin- 
bute  to  the  friendly  adjustment  of  iboM  ^ 
ences  on  the  subject  of  boundary,  which  km 
for  some  time  unhappily  subsisted  betveeo  ik 
two  States.    , 

As  intimated  'by  my  predecessor.  Gomsa 
Williams,  in  his  letter  df  the  lOch  of  Jolr  list,!: 
answer  to  yours  of  the  17th  of  March,  and  9(k« 
June,  1808,  your  letters,  with  the  icsolotiosig 
the  State  of  Georgia,  sent  with  the  first,  were, lij 
him,  laid  before  our  Legislature  at  their  late » 
sioo,  who  resolved  to  ookicur  in  the  report  of  1 
committee  thereon,  of  which  I  send  yoQscopj 
enclosed,  as  also  copies  of  two  acts  passed  11  tiic 
session  preceding^  upon  the  same  subject.  Fm 
them  you  will  perceive  that  the  Lfgislaiareo: 
tbfs  State  consider  the  subject  of  differeoeev 
solenHnly  adjusted.  Indeed,  t^doe8  sot  resditi 
occur  o^  what  basis  the  sdjustment  is  10 rest,  if 
not  upon  that  where  it  now  stands. 

The  plighted  faith  of  the  two  States  toakide 
by  the  determination  of  Commissioners,  natotlly 
chosen  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  adjostneoi. 
and  the  adyoslment  of  those  Conunissioaen  «• 
tually  made,  I  cannot,  therefore,  eonsisteatly  via 
my  sense  of  duty,  make  the  appoiotmeots  oip 
in  y  oar  letter  of  December  lasL     • 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  ^. 

DAVID  ST05B. 

His  Bxo'y  the  Governor  ofOeorgia^ 


Executive  Department,  Gsoaflu, 

llllLLEDaB VIEJLB,  MoTCh  16. 1^ 


//    ttt 


Georgia  -  ...  .  -362  57  66 
fforth  Carolina  -  ...  ^  35  4  54  4 
All  which,  is  respectfully  ^submitted. 

J.  MEIGS. 

J.  CALDWELL. 


A 


Executive  DfiPAHTMEKT, 
.    Afi^(^ei^a^Z)ec.28, 1808. 

Sir:  Th^  Legislature  of  this  State,  at  theif 
last  session,  passed  a  resolution  reauesting  me  to 
write  your  Excellency,  and  to  urge  the  necessity  of 
your  appointing  Commissioners  to  meet  those 
appointed  last  Winter,  on  the  patrt  of  this  State, 
to  ascertain  the  thirty-fifth  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude, and.  to  mark  the  dividing  line  between  the 
two  States,  ' 

Permit  me  to  request  your  ExceiloMsy's  Rtten- 
tion  to  this  business  as  early  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  fiUeeUency's 
most  obedient  servant, 

JARED  IRWIN. 

His  Exc'y  the  Govbrror  of  iV.  OurMnOm 


Sir  :  I  wrote  you  on  the  28th  of  I>eceiDiKr  1*^ 
requesting  your  Excellency  to  iafomi  ^  ^^ 
ther  you  intended  toJsend  CommissioBes onto 


part  of  North  Carolina,  to  meet  those  iWff 
on  the  part  of  thu  State,  to  aseerltin  thetAin) 
fifth  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  to  tov'  !f 
'  dividing  line  between  the  two  States,  to  irb>|° 
I  have  not  been  favored  with  ao  loswer.  ^^^ 
mit  roe  again  to  urge  the  necessity  of  ha^'°^. 
line  permanently  fixed.    The  UDbapPf  ^^^Z^ 
of  the  inhabitanu  of  that  tract  of  ^^^^'^u 
Walton  county,  caHs  aloud  for  as  a^Ji^^Ttes 
the  existing  difiereace  between  the  two  o 
relative  to.boondary. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  ,„Tin« 

Hi»EED»y  the  Gqverkor  q/'J^wi*  "Wt^ 


.      State  op  North  ^^^^^^^U 

RALEIQH,ilprfj9'L^j^^' 

Sir:  your  Excellency's  leite;  of  tbe  ^^j^^j 
Deceinber  last  was  answered  on  the  21^  ^^ 
mon^,  and  I  regret  very  much  it  h^^  \\^t^ 
in  my  power  to  pay  earlier  attention  ^^^^^^^ 
ject ;  presuming  that  my  answer  ^^^fr^  \^ft  ^ 
has  been  recciredf  1  shall  .«t  preseot  m 
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BcfimdoHry  l^etween  North  OaroHna  and  Georgia, 


refer  to  tbat  ^  ao  antwer,  also  ro  yoor  favour  of 
the  16th  of  March. 

I  ba^e  the<  honor  to  be,  &g.  ' 

DAVID  8T0NE. 

His  Bxe'y  the  Govbrnor  of  Cfeorgia. 


Whereas  the  States  of  Georgia  aad  North  Car- 
oHoa,  by  their  respective  Commisai oners  duly  a^u- 
thorized  for  that  purpose^  did,  on  the  18th  day  of 
Jaae,  m  the  Tear  of  ciur  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
handred  ana  seven,  at  Buncombe  court-house, 
eoter  into  articles  of  conventidnal  agreement,  as 
follows: 

Art.  1.  It  is  niiitually  agreed  and,  adaatlted, 
that  the  territories  of  the  said^  Staler  of  Georgia 
and  North  Carolina,  as  far  as  they  adjoin'  each 
other,  are  and  of  right  ought  to  beseparaied,  and 
boQDded  by  the  thirty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude; 
aod,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  in  fiitike  all 
maDDer  of  disseiisions  concerning  jurisdiction,  the 
underwritt«i  Comnussioofers  wHi  proceed  fcnrth- 
with  to  ascertain  the  said  thirty-fifth  desree  of 
north  latitude,  and  to  run  and  mark  the  uneacf* 
cordrogly;  which  ^ine,  when  ascertained  and 
completed  with  joint  eoncarreoee/shall  forever 
after  be  regarded  as  the  line  of  separation  and 
boondary  between  the'  two  States.  * 

Art.  3.  The  Commissioners,  on  the  part  of 
Georgia,  do  not  consider  their  powers  competent 
to  eDJer  into  any  stimulations  whioh  would  bind 
the  Govern  men t  of  the  said  States  to  confirm 
entries  or  grants  for  land  heretofore  ofrade  or  ob- 
tained under  tlie  authority  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  which  land,  on  the  running  of  the  Jline, 
may  be  found  to  be  within  the  Statt;  of  Georgia; 
bat,  impressed  with  the  justice  of  a  certain  pro- 
portion of  the  said  claims,  add  the  peculiar  cir<- 
cumstances  which  entitle  them  to  consideration, 
the  said  Commissioners  promise  and  agree  to  re- 
commend them  -  in  a  special  manner  to  the  lib- 
erality of  the  Government^  not  doubting  but  that 
the  Legislature  thereof  will,  by  law,  provide  for 
the  Qoofirmation.  and  establishment  of  the  said 
tides  in  a  manner  which  wilt  aflTord  a  saliafaotory 
and  adequate  relief;  and  to  this  end  the  said  Com- 
missioners will  recommend  the  establishment  of 
an  impartial  tribunal  for  the  specifal  purpoae  of 
inqoiriog  into,  and  asceftaining  the  rariops  de- 
scriptions of  such'  claims,  and  of  determining  on 
each,  according  to  their  i^espective  iiierils.and  as 
reasoD  and  equity  may  require;  which  tribunal 
the  said  Commissioners  will  a^so  recomnead  to' 
be  composed  of  three  persons,  to  be  appointed 
and  paid  by  each  State ;  bur  they  shall  convene 
aad  hold  their  meetings  in  the  State  of  Georgia^ 
and  their  decisions  shall  be  conclusive. 

Art.  3.  There  hayinp^  been  great  dissensions 
between  the  people  resident  in  the  neighboring 
coanties  of  Buncombe  and  Whlton,  and  the  said 
dissensions  having  produced  many  riots,  routs, 
affrays,  assaults,  batteries,  trespasses,  webndings, 
Hnd  imprisonments,  as  well  on  the  one  side  as  on 
the  other,  and  it  being  of  priibary  impoftaiice 
that  peace  and  tranquillity  should  be  restored, 
tnd  all  animosity  and  ili-will  forever  .buried  be- 


tween the  people  who,  from  their  local  aitoalkm,. 
will,  in  all  probability,  be  cons(raioed  to  con- 
tinue ii^  the  vicinity  of  each  other ;  and,  as  the 
several  ootraees'  committed  on  both  sides  pro- 
ceeded more  (aa  the  undersigned  are  impressed )i 
from  a. mistaken  zeal  to  support  the  Governmei^t 
to  which  they  thouffht  themselves  consti,tution* 
ally  bound,  than  Koin  a  wish  to  injure  their 
neighbors  or  disturb  the  public  peace,  the  under* 
signed  agree  to  recommend,  in  the  most  earnest 
manner,  to  the  Legislaturea  of  their  respective 
States  to  pasF  laws  of  amnesty,  forgiveness,  and 
oblivioD;  for  all  such  ofiences  (under  the  degree 
of  capital)  as  may  havebeen  committed  within 
the  said  counties  of  Buncombe  and  Walton,  re- 
spectively, i^ubsequent  to  the  10th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1803,  and  which  shall  have  arisen  from  and 
had  relation  to  the  disputes  which  existed,  con* ' 
cerning  the  jurisdiction  of  the  two  States. 

Aod  whereas,  the  said  Commissioners,  with 
like  authority,  did,  on  the  27th  day  of  June,  in 
the  year  aforesaid,  itt  Dowlhet's  Gkip,  ejpt^r  into 
articles  id  addition  and  supplementary  to  the  con- 
vention agreed  on  between  the  Commissioners 
of  Qeorgia  and  North  Carolina  at  Buncombe 
court-house^  on  the  J8th  day  of  June,  in  the  year 
aforesaid,  which  articles  are  as  follows: 

The  Commissioners  of  the  States  of  Georgia 
and ,  North  Carolina  having  discovered,  by  re- 
peated astronomical  observations  made  on  the 
Blue  .ridge,  aad  elaewhere,  that  the  thirty-fifth 
degree 'of  north  latitude  is  not  to  be  found  on  any 
part  of  said  ridge  of  mountains,  east  of  the  line 
established  by  the  General  Government  as  the 
temporary  boundary  between  the  white  people 
and  the  Indians;  and^  having  no  authority  to, 
proceed  over  that  boundaj'y  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
certaining the  said  thirty-fifth  degree  of  north 
latitude,  and  of  running  and  striking  the  line  ac- 
cordingly: and  beiog  desirous  that  all  causes  of 
collision  and  irritation  between  the  jurisdictions 
and  people  of  the  two  Spates  may  be  eventually 
and  coinpletely  prevented,  have  agreed  to  the  fol- 
lowing ariides  in  addition  and  supplementary  to 
the  convention  agreed*  to  at  Buncombe  court* 
house  on  the  18th  day  of  the  present  month,  viz : 

A«T.  1.  The  Coinmissloners  of  Georgia,  for 
aiid  on. the  part  of  their  State,  acknowledge  and 
admit,  which  acknowledgement  and  admission 
are  founded  on  the  afbresaid  astronomical  obser- 
vations, that, the  State  of  Georgia  hath  no  claim 
to  the  soil  or  jurisdiction  of  any  part  of  the  ter- 
ritory north  or  west  o^  the  ridge  of  mountains 
which  divides  tho  Eastern  from  the  Western 
waters,  commonly  called  the  Bfue  ridge,  and  east 
or  south  of  the  present  temporary  boundary  line 
between  the  white  people  and  the  Indians;  and 
that  they  wiH  consequently  recommend  to  the 
Legislature  of  the -State  of  Georgia  to  repeal,  at 
their  next  ensuing  session,  the  act  to  establish  the 
county  of  Walton,  and  to  abrogate  and  annul  all 
Executive  and. ministerial  or  other  proceeding^ 
for  the  organization  thereof.     ' 

Art.  2k  The  Commissioners,  on  the  part  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  promise  and  agrea  to 
recommend  to  their  Gk'verDment,  and  particularly 
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to  the  magistratet.  sheciffti,  and  other  officers,  civil 
.and  military,  in  the  county  of  Buncombe,  to  ex- 
ecute the  laws  concerning  .forfeitures  and  peoal- 
•ties ;  and  in  any  other  respect,  where  the  State 
«iay  be  concerned,  f  under  the  degree  of  felony,) 
upon  and  towards  tne  people  who  >have  adhered 
to  the  State  of  Oeorgia  in  the  late  dissensions 
coDcernraff  jurisdictions,  with  mildness  and  clem^ 
encv;  and  if  the^said  officers  can  do  it  consist- 
ently with  their  obligations  of  official  duty,  thai 
they  forbear  to  institute  suits,  and, to  distrain  or 
execuie  for  forfeitures  and  penalties  incurred  as 
aforesaid,  between  the  10th  day  of  December,  in 
<he  year  1803  and  the  date  of  this  agreement,  un- 
til the  ^eose  of  the  Legislature  shall  be  had,  and 
known  thereon. 

In  order. tjierefore,  that  said  conventional  agree- 
ment and  the  articles  additional  «and  supplemen- 
tary thereto,  may  be  carried  into  full  and  com- 
plete effeift,  ^, 
.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  -  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  eneu:ted 
by  the  authority  of  the  eame^  That  the  said  con- 
ventional agreement,  and  the  articles  in  addition 
and 'Supplementary  thereto,  and  all  and  every  ar- 
ticle and  clause  thereof  be,  and  the  same  are  here- 
by fully  ratified  and  confirmed. 

Read  three  times^  and  ratified  in  General  As- 
sembly, the  17th  day  of  December,  A.  D»  1807. 
JOSEPH  RIDDICK,A5. 
JOSHUA  G.  WRIGHT,  S.  H.  C. 

State  OF  North  Carolina,  \ 
Secretary's  Office,  AfarcA  22, 1809. 
This  certifies  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy, 
taken  from  the  original  in  this  office.    Given  un- 
der my  hand  at  Raleigh,  the  date  aforesaid, 

W.  M.  WHITE,  Secretary. 


An  Act  to  pardon  certain  offences  committed  in  that 
part  of  Buncombe  county  formerly  dained  by  the 
State  of  Georgia. 

Be  il  enacted  by  the  General  Aaeembly  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  and  it  ie  hereby  enacted 
by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  all  crimes  and 
misdemeanors,  the  punishment  whereof  is  not  by 
law  capital,  which  nave  been  committed  between 
the  10th  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  Que  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three, and 
the  27th  of  June  last  past,  within  that  part  ofthe 
county  of  Buncombe,  which  was  formerly  claimed 
by  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  called  the  county 
of  Walton,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  pardoned, 
released,  and  put  into  total  oblivion.  . 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  this  «et  shall 
be  in  force  from  and  after  the  passage  of  an  act 
by  the  Legislature  of  (be  State  of  Georgia,  rati- 
fying and  confifming  the  conventions  entered  in* 
to  bv  and  between  the  Commissioners  on  the  part 
of  that  State,  and  the  Commissionera  on  the  part 
of  this  State,on  the  18thday  of  Juneand  the27tb 
day  of  June,  A.  D.  1807. 

Read  three  times,  and  ratified  in  General  As- 
sembly, the  18th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1807. 
JOSEPH  RIDDICK,  S.  S. 
JOSHUA  G.  WRIGHT,^.  A  C. 


"    .     State  ofNortb  Carouha, 
Sbcretart's  dFFicE.  A/oTtft  22, 1809. 
This  certifies  that  the  above  is  a  true  copf, 
taken  from  the  original  in  this  office.    GiTeo  ai- 
der my  hand  at  Raleigh,  the  date  aforesaid, 

W.M.  WHITE,  Sccretery. 

State  op  North  Carolina, 
In  the  Senate,  Dec.  7, 1808. 

Mr.  Smith  delivered  in  the  following  report 
to  wit: 

The  Committee  on  the  Governor's  messag?. 
taking  into  co  nsid  era  tioa  that  part  thereof  respect- 
ing the  boundary  between  this  State  and  Georgit 
report :  That  they  do  not  perceive  the  necessity 
or  propriety  of  this  State  taking  any  further  mea- 
sures at  pre^nt  respecting  a  dtspate  which  ibef 
consider  settled,  in  a  solemn  coo ven lion  signei 
on  the  18th  .of  June,  1807,  at  Buncombe  coort- 
house,  by  the  Commissioners  of  Georgia  ud 
North  Carolina  doiy- authorized  onthepirtof 
each  State,  and  by  certain  articles  entered  iiiio, 
agreed  upon,  and  signed  hj  said  Commissiooen 
on  the  27th  of  June,  in  the  same  year^atDot- 
thet's  Gap.    Submitted, 

BENJAMIN  SMITE  a 

'the  foregoing  report  being  read : 

Reaqhed,  That  this  House  do  concur  therewith. 

By  order '.  J.  RIDDICK,  &  & 

M.  STOKES,  Oeri 

"    Tn  the  HotrsE  OF  Commons,  Dec.S.  1806. 
-  The  foregoing  report  being  read : 
Resolved^  That  this  House  do  concur  tkerewidk. 
By  order : 

JOSHUA  G.  WRIGHT,  S.EC. 
P.  HENDERSON,  Clerk,  H,  C. 

State  of  Nostjh  Carolira« 
^Secretary^  Office,  March  22,  180& 
This  certifies  that  the  aforegoini;  is  a  trtiecopf, 
taken  from  the  Journals  of  the  General  Auem- 
bly  of  this&tate. 

W.  M.  WHITE.  Secwtofsf. 


BRIOADIER  GENERAL  JAMES  WILIQA'SON 

[Communicated  to  the  Houaay  May  1, 1810.] 
Mr.BuTLBB,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  reaointioa-  of  the  4th  instant,  direct- 
ing an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Brigsdio 
General  James  Wilkinson,  in  relation  to  his  bsT* 
ing  at  any  time,  whilst  in  the  serfice  of  the  l^u- 
ted  States,  corruptly  received  money  frocD  tbe 
Government  of  Spain,  or  its  agents;  or  inreis- 
tioB  to  his  having,  during  the  time  aforesaid,  b^o 
an  accomplice,  or  in  any  way  concerned  witk 
the  agents  of  any  foreign  Power,  or  with  Atroa 
Burr,  in^  a  project  against  the  ddmioioDs  of  the 
King  of  Spain,  or  to  dismember  these  Vnm 
States ;  and  to  inqiiire  generally  into  the  coodiiet 
of  the  said  Jaihes  Wilkinson,  as  Brigadier  Gene- 
ral of  the.  Army  of  the  United  States,  mtde  t^ 
following  report: 

That  they  have  had  under  consideratioD  thes^- 
eral  subjects  of  inquiry,  and  have  inresiigtt^ 
them  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  since  the  Uioe 
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of  their  appoti|tmeDt,  but  from  the  limited  period 
in  which  ihey  have  acted,  and  from  ,the  ezten- 
8i?e  and  complicated  nature  of  the  subjects,  they 
are  under  the  necessity  of  dtatins^that  they  have 
not  been  able  to  make  a  thorough  and  conelusiT& 
investigatioD  of  the  objects  of  their  inquiry. 

Such  testimoDV,  ^however,  as  they  have  been 
able  to  procure,  they  beg  leave  to  submit  as  part 
of  their  report,  and  which  may  be  referred  to  un- 
der the  following  heads  and  order : 

In  relation  to  the  first  object  of  inquiry,  to  wit :  the 
receipt  of  money  by  General  Wilkinson  froqi  the  Span- 
ish Government  or  its  agents,  refer  to  the  \ 

Deposition  of  John  Ballinger,  No.  5.. 

Letter  from  Bvtin  Jones,  No.  6.    • 

Depositions  of  F.  LanglOis,  dated  the  29th  of  De- 
cember, 1808,  oontainhig  two  original  letters  to  himself 
from  the  Baron  de  Carendelet,  dated  the  28th  of <Iahu- 
ary  and  28th  of  June,  No.  7.  \ 

General  Wilkinson's  letter  to  Jolm  Adair»  dated  An- 
gnstr,  1795,  No.i8. 

Deposition  of  Domioigue  Bouligny,  No«  B, 

Deposition  of  Thomas  Power,  No.  9<  ' 

Deposition  of  William  Miller,  No.  II. 

Letter  fiom  Joseph  CoUfns,  marked  A. 

Thomas  PorteH's  certified  copv,  in  hia  owi)  hand- 
writing, of  the  Baron  de  Caroadelet's  instructions^  to 
him,  dated  JanuaJy  ^0,  1796,  with  translation  thereof 
from  the  Spanish,  No,  14.  * 

Correspondence  between  Thomas.  Power  and  Don 
Thomas  Portell,  Nos.  1.5  and  16. 

Deposition  of  Thomas  Power,  No.  17. 

Deposition  of  Andrew  Sllicott,  No.  19,      . 

Thomas  Power's  letter  to  the  B^n  de  Carondelet, 
No.  20. 

Thomas  Power's  Jetter  to  Oovemor  Ghiyoso,  No.  21. 

Thomas  Power's  lettar  -  to  the  Baron  Caiondelet, 
No.  22.  ' 

Thomaa  Power's  letter  to  OOvemor  Oayoso,  No.  28, 

Elisha  Winter's  deposition,  marked  W. 

Deposition  of  James  -M.  Bradford,  No.  26. 

Deposition  of  Isaac  Briggs,  marked  F.  B. 

In  relation  to  tiie  second  object  of  inquiry,  to  Wit  :• 
the  connexion  of  Generd  Wilkinson  with  the  agenlB 
of  Spain  in  a  project  to  disknember  the  United  States, 
refer  to  the  .... 

Deposition  of  Thomas  Power,  No.  84c 

A  certified  copy  of  a  letter  from.  Gton«cal  James  Wil- 
iuBson  to  Governor  Gayosoyin  the^iandwtiting  of  Gov- 
ernor Gayoso,  dated  September  23, 1706,  matked  G.  Y. 

General  Wilkinson's  secret  inatmetioiia  to  Thomas 

Power,  in  the  handwriting  of  Philip  Noland,  No.  35. 

Thomas  Power's  letter  to  the  Baron  de  Carondelet, 
No.  36. 

Baron  de   Carondelet's  letter  to  Thomas  Power, 

No,  37. 

Baron  de  Carondelet's  letter  to  Thomas  Power,  No.38. 
Thomas  Power's  letter  to  -the  Baron  de  Carondelet, 
No.  40. 

Creneral  Wilkinson's  letter  to  Thomas  Power,  No.  42. 
Thomas  Power's  letter  to  Governor  Gayoso,  No.  43. 
General  Wilkinson's  letter  to  Thomas  Power,  No.  70. 
Baron  de  Carondelet's  letter  to  Thomas   Power, 

No.  44. 

Puiiel  Clarke's  deposition.  No.  46« 

In  relation  Ho-  the  third  object  of  inquiry,  to  wit : 
Gsneral  Wilkinson's  cooneaion  with  Aaron  Bnrr^  re- 
wrtothe  .     . 


Depoeitioii  of  Daniel  Clarke,  before  reared  to, 
No.  46. 

Geheral  Wilkinson's  letter  to  John  Adair,  No.  76;  ' 

Evidence  of  Gene^  Wilkinson,  as  communicated 
to  Congress,  23d  November,  1807*  [See  **  Annals  of 
Congress,"  1st  sees.  lOth  Cong,  pages  8^7,  612.] 

Evidence  of  General  Wilkinson,  President's  Meo- 
sage.    [See  **  Annals,"  1st  sessi  10th  Cong.  p.  512.] 

Letter  firom  General  Wilkinson,  to  Daniel  Clarke^ 
June  9,  1806,  marked  X. 

'  President's  Message  to  Congress,  22d  January.  1807. 
[8ee  "  Annals,"  2d  sess.  9th  Cong.  p.  32,] 

Wilkinson's  letter  to  Colonel  McKee,  President's 
Messiige  to  Congress.  [See  *'  Annals,"  1st  sass.  10th 
Cong.  p.  643.] 

Mr.  Tazewell's  evidence.  President's  Message  to. 
Congress.    [See  *< A nnals,"  1  st  sess.  lOth  Cong.  p.  627;] 

Letter  in  cipher  from  Burr  to^  Wilkinson,  dated  29th 
July,  as  deciphered  by  a  member  of  the  grand  jury  at 
Riohfldond.  [See  **  Annals,"  2d  sess.  9th  Cong*— 
Appendix,  p.  101^.]  '  ' 

Geneiftl Jonathan  Dayton's  letters  to, Wilkinson  in 
cipher.  President's  Message,  [See  **  Annals,"  1st  sess. 
10th  Cong.  p.  660.] 

Wilkinson's  Jiposition,  No.  81,  Os  comqounicated  lb 
Congress.    [See  '<Annals,"  2d sessl  9th  Cong.  p.  1008.] 

Extract  of  Wilkinson's  letter  to  the  President,  not 
by  Smith,  dated  2l8t  October,  1806,  President's  Me»> 
sage.    [See  ^'Annals,"  1st  sess.  10th  Cong.  p.  638.] 

In  relation  to  the  fourth  object  of  inquiry,  to  wit :  the 
cooduct  of  General  Wilkinson,  as  Brigadier  General ' 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  refer  to  the 

Deposition  of  William  Simmons,  Esq.,  letter  S. 

Deposition  of  Captain  George  Peter,  letter  P. 

*  Deposition  of  vCaptain  William  E.  Williams,  let- 
ter WT  ^ 

Deposition  of  John  Smith,  letter  H. 

*  Letter  from  William  Simmons,  Esq.,  endosfng  ex- 
tracts, A,  B,  C,  D. 

Letter  firom  General  Wilkinson  to  Daniel  Clark, 
No.  7U  - 

The  committee  think  proper,  also,  to  subnfit  the  fbU 
lowing  papers  relating  to  tobacco,  and  other  cqmmer* 
cial  transactions  in  which  General  Wilkinson  was  con- 
cerned, firom  the  month  of  r in  the  year  1788,  to  the 

month  of—  in  the  vear  1790,  to  wit : 
V  General  Wilkftison  s  account  current  with  Clark  & 
Rees,  in  the  handwriting  of  Philip  Noland,  dated  the 
8th  of  Auguat,  1788,  No.  27. 

Philip  Noland's  account  of  sales  of  tobacco,  dated 
September  21,  1790,  No.  29.  ' 

Wilkinson's*  account  current  with  Clark  dt  Rees, 
d;ited  May  1, 1789^  contained  in  Uie  account  book, 
page  80. 

Wilkinson's  letter  to  Clark  A  Rees,  dated  May  20, 
1790,  No.  30. 

Wilkinson's  letter  to  Clark  dc  Rees,  dated  June  20, 
1790,  No.  31. 

Wilkinson  and  Dunnes  account  current  with  Claik 
and  Rees,  dated  August  29,  1789,  and  6th  September, 
1789,  with  Wilkinson's  order  and  Noland's  receipt  for 
'balance,  No.  82.  . 

Philip  Noland's  declaration,  dated  September  10, 
1790. 

Wilkinson's  accountable  receipt,  No.  4. 

Articles  of  agreement  between  Wilkinson  and  Dttnn, 
and  Clark,  eeiiior^ 

Letter  from  General  Wilkinson  to  Daniel  Olaik, 
relative  to  the  Plain  Tale,  «No.  2. 
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In  making  tbe  last  precediDg  utatea&em,  the 
committee  t^g  leave  to  remark  that,  from  an  ex- 
-amination  of  ibe^teateiiica  of  tbe  military  conrt 
of  inquiry,  ordered  at  the  reqaett  of  Gkneral  Wil- 
kinson^ aod  of  which  Colonel  Burbeck  was  pres- 
ident, It  appears  that  the  tobacco  transactions  of 
General  Wilkiosoo.  at  New  Orleans^  in  1789  and 
1790,  consthuted  a  material  part  of  that  inquiry ; 
and  that  a  copy  of  an  account  cofrent  was  laid 
before  the  said  court  by  General  Wilkinson,  and 
designated  by  No.  — ,  and  several  letters  accom- 
panj^ing  said  account,  supposed  by  the  coiirt  to 
be  in  the  handwriting  of  Philip  Noland,  the 
agent  of  General  WilkiiMon. 

The  committee,  conceiviog  that  the  papers 
which  had  been  collected  by  the  said  court, 
would  aid  them  in  their  investigation,  made  ap- 
nlicalion  for  those  papers  to  the  Secretarv  of 
War,  but  were  unable  to  obtain  them,  they  nav- 
ing  been  taken  from  the  office  by  General  Wil<t 
kinson,  as  appears  from  ^tfae  deposition  of  John 
Bmith.  chief  clerk  in  the  War  Office. 

Thecommittee  then  directed  a  sobpceoa  to  Gem 
Wilkinson,  requiring  him  to  send  or  produce  all 
the  papers  which  had  been  used  or  collected  by  the 
said  court,  in  obedience  to  whiich,  General  Wil- 
kinson sent  to  the  committee  a  packet  of  papers, 
which  did  not  contain  either  the  account  and 
letters  referred  to  in  the  sentence  of  the  court,  or 
the  defence  of  General  Wilkinson  ;  nor  have  the 
committee  been  able  to  procure  them,  Cjonse- 
quently  have  not  bad  it  in  their  power  to  com-< 
pare  the  accounts  herewith  exhibited  with  those 
which  were  laid  before  the  military  court  of  in- 
quiry ;  for  tile  further  elucidation,  refer  to  WaU 
tar  Jones's  deposition,  marked  W.  J.  The  com- 
mittee also  submit  the  deposition  of  Daniel  W* 
Cox,  authentieatiog  the  papers,  t«  which  it  spe- 
cially refers,  marked  D.  W..  C.   , 


Papen  relative  to  ihejlni  point  of  inquiry. 
No.  6. — Deposition  of  John  Battings. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  .uader- 
aigned,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the 
parish  of  New  Orl^ns,  Mr.  John  BalliBger,  now 
resident  in  Cape  Girardeau,  Territory  of  Louis- 
iana, late  a  member  of  the  Kentocky  Legislatare, 
who,  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists 
of  Almighty  Gk>d,  ditl  depose  and  say : 

That,  in  the  forepart  of  the  Winter  of  the  year 
- 1789,  as  well  as  he  recollects,  his  brother  Joseph 
Batlinger  brought  two  mules  loaded  with  money, 
from  New  Orleans  to  the  State  of  Kentucky,. for 
General  James  Wilkinson :  that,  from  the  fatigue 
of  the  Journey  and  indisposition,  his  brother  was 
unable  to  finish  hia  Journey,  and  got  this  depo- 
zftent  to  conduct  the  said  mules  and  money  to 
General  Wilkinson,  at  Frankfort,  where  he  ar- 
rived on  the  26th  day  of  Decemoer,  in  the  yei|r 
aforesaid.  The  said  money  was  in  l^thar  bags, 
and  very  heavy  loads ;  and  this  deponent  further 
d^ares,  that  the  General  expressed  much  satis- 
faction at  tbe  receipt  of  the  money,  iiaving  been 
nadcr  iome  apprenensiona  on  account  of  the 
delay  which  had  tak^n  place  on  the  Jeomey ; 


which  «aid  mules  and  money  Qeneral  Wiikii- 
son  receipted  for,  wbich  receipt  is  among  m^ 
deponent's  papers;  and  further  this  depooe&i 
saith  not. 

JOHN  BALUNGEH 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  at  th^  eitf  of  Net 
Orleans,  this  12th  day  of  January,  1809,  before  at. 

SAM.  W.  EARLS,/.?. 


No.  6.— Letter  from  Evan  Jonei  to  Daniel  Qub. 

New  Omlbahs,  jM.  16, 1909. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  yesterdaj,! 
remember  General  Wilkinson's  having  stoppei 
at  xny  plantation  in  the  Fall  of  1789,  (at  I  ihiak.) 
when  ne  was  on  his  way  to  Keaineky,  accompa- 
nied by  Philip  Nolan.  As  I  live  on  the  west  stilt 
of  the  Mii^sissippi,  and  the  General  west  spoa 
the  east,  he  stopped  at  some  planiatioa  aeariyep- 
posite  mintf  ana  eajne  over  and  spent  a  day  &r 
two  witfar  me. ' 

In  the  courae  of  am  conversation,  be  loU  on 
that  he  had  left  a  saan  of  money  under  tbe  eare 
of  Nolan,  whom  he  spoke  of  as  a  mas  ofgmi 
strength;  saying  be  could  take  93.000 viti one 
hand'  from  off  a  male  9X  horse,  and  earrr  thtm 
with  the  utmost  ease  into  a  house.  I  do  tot  re- 
Oiember  whether  the  General  mentioned  to  me  the 
amount  he  was  taking,  up  with  lum;  buuothe 
best  of  my  remembrance,  he  said  he  had  tvo  males 
or  horses  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  his  moaer. 
This  is  all  I  can  recollect  of  the  Iransaction. 

I  am.  ail*,  your  most  obedient  servaot, 

EVAN  JOiNKS. 

Damibl  Ci.a8Kfi,  B«]t 


No.  7; 


On  tbe  29th  day  of  December,  in  the  year  IBDS. 
persooafiy  appeared  before  me,  the  uodersigaed, 
one  of  tbe  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  eouif  of 
Orleans,  Monsieur  Fran9ois  Lnnglo.is,  a  ciiizen 
of  the  United  States^  and  reaideat  of  New  Or- 
leans, who,  being  duly  sworn  on  tbe  Holy  Bible. 
did  <depose  and  say:  That,  in  the  yetr  1794,^' 
was^a  lieuteonnt  of  militia^  in  the  service  of  His 
Catholic  Mijesty,  and  commanded  thegallioiibc 
Flecbe.  then  on  autionat  New  Madrid,  btriog 
under  nis  orders  the  gvnbeat  the  TiQreao,»i< 
bateau  the  Prinee  of  Austria ;  that,  while  t^m. 
a  Mr.  Owens  arjjved  from  New  Orlcaos,  vitbt 
sum  of  money  entrusted  to  him  by  the  Binui^ 
Carondelet,  to  be  delivered  to  General  Wilkin- 
son, somevrhere  on  the  Ohio ;  and  this  depooett 
'had  directions  from  the  said  Baron  de  Garooie- 
let  to  take  measures,  in  concert  wilh  Don  Tbo* 
mas  Portell,  the  commandant  of  New  Uid 
and  the  aforesaid  Owenl^  to  have  the  sam  eo- 
trusted  to  the  charge  of  this  latter  conveyed  is 
safety  to  it^  destination.  In  consequence  tbeiW'- 
this  deponent,  at  a  council,  held  at  NewMidn^; 
hy  Pdrtell,  Owens,  and  himself,  recommea^ 
that  resident  eilizens  of  that  plaoe  ihouid  be«0' 
ployed  10  aceomj^ny  Owens ;  but  his  opiai(» 
was  overruled  by  Portell  aad  O  went)  who  tboo|k( 
it  would  be  nore  economical,  and  cosse^'^''^ 
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Dore  agreeable  to  the  Spanuh  QoyecDinent,  to 
lave  a  boat's  crew  furnished  from  the  galliot  of 
bis  depODent,  which  he  furnished.  AacT,  further. 
le  deposes  that  the  sum  of  9^,000,  wtuch  had 
teeo  brought  by  Owens  from  New  Orleads  to  New 
riadrid,  and  by  him. delivered  to  Don  Thomas 
^ortell,  the  commandant  of  the  fort,  w^s  by  Pob- 
ell  embarked-'on  board  the  jp^lUot  of  this  depo- 
leot,  to  be  conveyed  to  the  mouth  of  tfaie  Ohio, 
,t  which  place  he  furnished  Owens  with  a  patron 
lamed  Pepelio,  and  ^ix  of  his  oarsoien,  and  skip« 
ted  in  his  canoe  the  beiforementioned  sum  of 
16.000,  40  be  delivered  to  General  Wilkinson, 
lad  he  declares  that  the  sum  was  packed  by  him- 
elf  in  three  small  barrels;  but,  being  apprehen- 
ive  of  some  bad  design  on  the  part  of  Oweos's 
lew,  he  took  back  tbe  money  into  his  galliot, 
ad  retained  it  twenty-fo^r  hours  in  )i is  posses- 
ion ;  wben^  at  Owens's  pressing  8olicitations,^be 
edelivered  it  to  him,  who  then  departed  with  it) 
md  some  short  time  afterwards  be  learned  that 
)weos  had  been  murdered  by  his  crew,  and  the 
noDejT  made  away  with  by  tnevi.  And  further 
le,  this  deponent,  declares  that  he  afterwards 
irrested,  and  sent  to  New  Or,leaas  for  trial,  one 
iTezeraoo,  one  of  .Owens's  crew,  who  was  con- 
lerned  in  the  murder  of  said  Owens. and  plunder 
if  the  roooey.  He  further  cfeposes  tnat,  although 
t  was  agreed  between  the  Spanish  Qovemment 
ind  Owejus,  to  save  appearances,  that  the  money 
hould  appear  to  belong  to  said  Owens,  yet  he 
[Qows.  it  was  sent  by  the  Baron  de  Carondelet 
or  the  useof,«Dd  to  be  delivered  to,  Oeperal  Wil- 
cioson;  and  that,  knowing  the  interest  which  the 
Spanish  Governmeat  had  in  this  transaction,  he 
vrote  an  official  account  to*  the  Baron  de  Caroo* 
ieiet  of  the  part  he  had  taken  in  it,  and  the  advice 
le  had  given  respecting  the  conveyauee  of  the 
noney  safely  to  its  destination  *,  and,  in  reply  the 
Baron  regretted  th&t  hia  advice  had  not  been  fol* 
owed  in  every  partioular^  And  the  deponent 
urther  declares,  &at  Owens  had  do  other  money 
ban  the  ^000  abovementioned. 

In  testimony  of  Which  he  has  signed. 

P.  LANGLOIB. 

D.  BoDLieiiT,  J,  P. 


n'est  pas  pea  de  choee  dans  des  endroUs  aussi 
fi6vreux. 

A  present  que  le  fleuve  sera  ha  at,  voos  devez 
redoubler  le  soin  pour  be  laisser  introduire  per* 
sonne,ni  aucun  papier  par  I'Ohio,  tendant  k  trou- 
bier  la  province ;  on  est  6tonn6,  en  Burofie  de  la 
tranquillity  qui  y  rdgne,  et  ceux  que  j'en  ai  6carti^ 
^u  commencement  de  la  guerre,  ou  qui  en  sont 
sorti  poorleurs  afiaires^  6c riven t  prisentement 
qu'jls  voudroient  6tre  encore  k  la  Louisiane,  et 
louent  les  soins  que  nous  avons  pris  pour  en  §car- 
ter  les  esprits  turbulens;  de  sorte  que  ces  m^mes 
gens  qui  vituperoient  autrefois  nos  dispositions, 
soDt  ceux  qui  les  exaltent  actuellement,  et  nous 
exhortent  k  les  con  tinner. 

Je  recommande  k  Mr.  Portell  de  bi^n  trailer  les 
Fran9ois,  Rayalistes,  Hollandois,  AUemands,  dbc^ 
qui  se  pr4senteront,  et  dopt  je  vais  former  un  bel 
^tablissement  dans  le  Ouachita;  je  vous  faisiai 
^m^me  recommendation,  mais  vous  ne  leur  laisse* 
rez  aucun  papier,  livres,  ou.  manuscrits,  ayai^t 
rapport  aux  anaires  du  temps. 

J'ai  I'honneur,  avec  la  plus  parfaite  considera- 
tion, monsieur,  voire,  trds  humble  et  trd«  ob6i»- 
sant  serviteur,  DE  CARONDELET.. 

Monsieur  Lanolois. 


N0UVELLB,ORLBAlf8, 

^anvMr  :^,  1795. 

J'ai  apprit,  MoBsieuT,  avec  bien  de  la  peine,  par 

rotre  leitre  du  13  de  9brc,  la  mort  de  Mr. Owens; 

:e  malheur  est  un  da  oes  gvioemena  que  I'on  ne 

i^aroit  prevotr,  et  que  la  Providence  dispose  i 

(OQ  ffr6,  sans  que  tout  la  prudence  humaine  pa- 

isse  P^viter  ;^  je  voudrois,  et  j'espdre  encore,  que 

ee  malheureux  Vexerano  sera  arr^tft,  car.  eette 

action  est  trop  infame  pour  qu'il  puisse  trouver 

uoasyle.  '  .  ,  .  . 

Je  compte  que  vous  verrez  Mr.  Rousseau  41a  |  vane,  on  ^ehsspassera  pas  wnsinteryen lion. 

fin  d'Avril,  que  vous  vous  incorporerez  avec  I'es- 


cadre.  prenaokt  le  commandemeot  d'une  gaUre, 

avec  laquelle  vous  deacendrez  ici  k  la  ftn  de  Juia ; 

^  moins  que  voos  ne  prelereriez  de  raster  eneoce 

avec  la  mime  eommission  dans  ces  parages;  il  , 

paroit  que  vous  vous  y  4fiea  bien  port^  ee  qai|     Moasieujr  l4A]ioi«oi8. 


NODVELLB  OrLBANB, 

_    '  /utn  28,  1795. 

J'ai  re5U,  monsieur,  vos  leitres  du  25  Fevrier, 
14  Avril.  et  15  Mai,  par  lesquelles  voa»  me  par- 
lez  de  Mr.  de  Vilemont,  comme  d'un  commis- 
sionnS  de  la  cour,  ce  qu'il  vous  aura  sans  doute 
fait  entendre;^ mais  il  n'en.6toit  rien.  Don  Louis 
de  Vilemont  6toit  porteur.  d'un  passeport  de  la 
cour^qui  lui  permet  de  voyager  pendant  quatre 
ans,  et  rien  de  plus ;  Inai.^  quaird  m^me  il  se  seroit 
trouv^  charge  d'une  commission,  vous  devez  sa- 
voir  qu'elle  n'est  valable  qu'autant  que  comma 
commandant  gfindral  de  la  province,  j'aurpis  ex- 
p6d!6  mes  ordres  aux  commandans  particuliers 
deJuien  permeltre  l!exercise,  et  qu'aucun  com- 
missionnfe  ne  peul  agir  sans  m'avoir  fait  part  aii- 
para  van  t  de  ^es  ordres.  Puisque  la  chose  est  faite, 
il  n'y  faut  plus  penser.  mais  vous  voyez  com  bien 
Don  Louis  Vilemont  6toit  peu  fondfe  dans  sea 
discussions  ave6  vous, 

J'ai  6(6  enchant^  de  la  prise  que  vous  arez  fait 
du"  sc61erat  Vexerano,  k  qui  on  a  fait  ici  le  pro^ 
c6s,  et  qui  sera  probablement  perdu  ^  on  pretend 
qu'il  y  en  a  un  autre  refugi^  dans  la  province  qui 
etoit  du  m6me  complot. 

Je  viens  de  rccevoir  par  Mr.  Val6  votre  der- 
n16r^  lettre.  Je  tacherai  d'arranger  avec  Mr. 
iMntendant  le  d6faut  de  formality  de  vos  feuilles. 
mais  je  crains  bien  que  si  Don  Thomas  Portell 
ne  consent  k  les  i^tervenu  vous  ne  vous  trouviez 
embarrass^ ;  car  an  tribunal  de  cuentaa  ddla  Ha- 
vane,  on  ne  les  passera  pas  sans  intervention.  Je 
Be  comprends  pas  comment  Mr.  Portell  ne  voaa 
a  pas  inetrait  k  ce  sujet. 

J'ai  i'honn^ar.d^^tre,  tr^  parfaitemenl,  mon» 
sieur«  votre  iUs  humble  f  t  trds  obSissant  servi- 
teor,  DE  CARONDELET. 
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Brigadier  General  Jamee  Wilkituon, 


No.  13. — Geoaral  Wilkinion  tp  John  Adair. 

August  7,  V706. 

Mt  Fbiend  :  I  hare  this  moroiiig  (now,  I 

intended  to  say)  receiired  your  favor  by  Mr. 

McDowell.    He  has  ate  with  me,  but  will  return 


formerly  adjutant  major -of  the  re^^ment  of  Loo* 
itiana,  in  the  service  of  His  Cttholte  Majcs^r, 
and  now  a  member  of  the  LegisUtare  of  the  To- 


gtory'  of  Orleans,  who,  being  dulr  aworn  oo  the 
oljr  Bible,  did  depose  and  say,  that,  in  the  fesr 
179d,  as  well  as  he  can  remember,  be  ezercis«4 


confusion. 

I  send  that  which  is  handed  about  here — and 
to  me  by  Judge  Turner— as  the  bottom  of  another 
memorable  treaty.  From  the  mouth  of  Ken- 
tucky to  the  mouth  of  Ohio,  we  hav«  a  near  neigh- 
borhood with  our  old  friends.  Will  it  be  a  good 
one,  or  will  mutual  aggressions- soon  throw  open 
the  temple  of  Jaous  once  more?  The  Governor 
here.  I  am  told,  scouts  this  important  production 
of  our  Solomon.  It  is  my  business  to  keep  my 
peace,  winch,  to  a  man  of  mercury^  whose  neart 
and  tongue  are  in  unison,  is  no  easy  thing.  If  tny 
very  damned  and.  unparalleled  crosses  and  mis- 
fortunes did  not  uttcash  me,  I  would  be  with  you 
in  flouf .  But  as  I  have  honor  of  $G,590  received 
for  me  in  New  Orleans,  $1,740  only  have  reached 
my  hand — this,independent  of  poor  Owens's  loss. 
The  whole  of  tk^is  last  sum  is  not  lost^  but  it  is 
not  within  my  control,  and  will  -nut  be  for  six  or 
nine  months.  I  am  iorry  for  ohi  McAflFbd,  for  I 
think  he  was  an  honest  man ;  but  I  am  more  sprry 
for  his  son,. and  if  I  can  serve  him  respecUng  tht 
property  left  behind,  and  you  think  him  honora- 
ble, he  may,  on  your  recommendation,  receive  a 
letter  to  my  friend.  This  is  entre  noitf,  beeause 
I  have  refused  many. 

I  know  that 
you  to  give  me 

in  that  commerce,  may  !' perdition  catch  me;' 
yet  I  love  the  brute  I  must  confess ;  if  she  runs 
she  must  run  your  property,  or  she  will  certainly 
break  a  leg  or  thigh — you  understand  me.  I  send 
yon  $50  by  Mr.  McDowell.  What  was  I  to  pay 
tor  her ?  we  must  not  misunderstand  oae  an- 
other; if  I  lend  the  nag  to  you,  and  any  misfor- 
tune ensues,  I  shall. not  be  pleased,  nor  will  you 
be  bappy ;  but  if  she  is  essential  to  your  pleasure 
or  pastime,  although  no  other  man  should  h&ve 
the  honor  to  cross  her^  she  is  yours  at  what  she 
cost  me.  I  make  a  single  reserve;  if  you  can 
make  a  match,  and  let  me  in  for  a  bet  of  £100 
cashjl  will  divide  the  risk  of  her  safety  with  you. 
Old  Tony,  it  is  dorrently  said,  will  go  to  Phila- 
delphia so  soon  as  he  6nishes  the  dependencies 
of  his  treaty ;  this  is  entrt  nous  also ;  if  this  should 
ba  true,  you  will  hear  from  me ;  in  the  mean  time 
pardon  this  scrawl,  which  I  have  not  (ime  to  ex> 
amine,  and  believe  me  to  the.hot|om, 
Your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

JAME^  WILKINSON. 
Colonel  Adair. 


trial  of  one  PeptUo.  who  was  accused  of  bavisf 
b^n  one  of  the  autnors  of  the  death  of  Mr.  H»* 
ry  Owens,  who  had -been  assassinated  in  the  Ohis 
on  the  American  territory,  and  of  the  robbery  of 
aaum  of  money,- of  whieh  this  Mr.  Oweas  w» 
the  bearer  to  General  Wilkinson,  and  which  hii 
been  delivered  to  him  by  the  Spanish  Gorero- 
ment^  and  he  further  deelaved,  that  it  was  pnblie 
and  well  known  among  the  officers  under  the 
Spanish  Government,  that  General  Wilkiosoo 
was  a  pensioner  of  the  Spanish  Government,  sod 
that  the:major  part  of  the  people  in  office  beliercd 
that  there  was  nd' reliance  to  be  placed  on  the 
premises  which  the  General  made  to  the  Gore/ih 
ment,  because  they  could  not  persuade  themsefres 
that  his  influence  could  not  induce  tbe  peopls  of 
the  Western  States  to  separate  from  the  Amer- 
ican Oolifederation. 

D.  BpULIONY. 
Sworn  to,  and  affirmed  before  me. 

P.  DUTILLBT,  /.  P. 


No.  9. — Mr.  Power's  depositioB  respecting  the  mBrricr 

of  Heniy  Owens. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  nndentgD«), 


an  emotion  of  friendship  induced    qqc  of  the  justices  of  tbe  peace  in  and  for  tbc 
the  mare,  and  when  I  am  outdone   ^jjy  ^f  Orleans,  Mr.  Thomas  Power,  who  being 


No.  8. — Deposition  of  D.  Bouligny. 

On  this  16th  day  of  the  month  of  January,  in 
the  year  1809,  personally  appeared  before  me,  the 
undersigned,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  etty 
of  New  Orleans,  Monsieur  Dominique  Bottllgny, 


duly  sworn,  doth  depose :  thfit,  in  the  year  I79i, 
Mr.  Hanry  Owens  arrived  at  New  Madrid  from 
New  Orleans,  with  a  si^m  of  raon^y  to  beddir- 
ered  to  General  Wilkinson^  as  the  depoDest  un- 
derstands and  believes,  from  tbe  Spanislk  Got- 
ernment :  that  he  left  New  Madrid  in  the  rojal 
galliot  Fieclie,  commanded  by  Francis  Laoglois, 
accompanied  by  a  King's  pirogue ;  tbe  galliot de» 
tined  to  the  mouth  of  the.Ohio,  from  wheoce  tbe 
deponent  understood  Owens  was  to  procefd  op 
the  Ohio  in  the  pirog'ue.    And  this  depoDeot  fo^ 
ther  saith  tbat,  some  time  after  the  departure  of 
the  said  Owens,  one  of  the  crew  of  the  pirogae. 
in  which  he  bad  embarked  at  tlie  mouth  or  the 
Ohio,  returned  to  New  Madrid,  and  gave  infortt 
ation  that  Owens  had  been  robbed  and  nardere^ 
by  the  rest  of  the  crew,  who  had  proceeded  op 
tbe  Ohio  with  their  booty.    And  this  depooeot 
saith  tbatf^some  time  in  the  year  1795,  this  depo- 
nent being  at  New  Madrid,  Lieateoaot  Aaroi 
Gregg,  of  tbe  Ameriean  army,  arrived  there,  tc* 
companied  by  a  Mr  Charles  Smith,  and  beariaf 
a  letter  from  Major  Doyle,  who  then  eommaodeil 
at  Fort  Musae,  to  the  commandant  of  New  Ma- 
drid.   The  letter  stated  the  following  cireoa- 
stances,  which  were  confirmed  both  by  Smitk 
and  Doyle  to  the  deponent :  that  thnt  of  tie 
murderers  of  Owens,  after  a  variety  of  adreDtnrei, 
wereooflfined,  under  General  Wilkinaoa*!  ordtft 
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gt  Fort  WtfshiogtoD  ;  that  bT  his  dtreetioos  they 
were  pat  in  irons,  and  placed  oa 'board  a  flat,  un- 
der the  direction  of  Mr.  C.  SmiCh,  to  be  conreyed 
to  New  Madrid ;  that  a  letter  was  given  to  him 
from  Wilkinson  to  the  Commandant  of -'Madrid, 
contaioiD^  an  order  to  pay  $500  on  the  delivery 
of  the  prisoners :  that  Smith  wtfs  proceeding  with 
tbeiD,  and  attempting  to  pass  Fort  Massac  by 
Digbtf  was  stopped  by  Major  Doyle,  who  eom- 
jDanded  there,  who  woojd  not  permit  them  to  be 
scDt  oQt  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  to 
be  tried  ifor  a  crime  committed  in  it.  The  letter, 
after  Matins  .these  circtimstancea,  re^oested  Cap^ 
taia  Portelito  send  an  interpreter  to  examine  the 
prisoners,  who  spoke  no  Boglisb.  Captain  Por* 
tell  requested  the,  deponent  to  go  on  this  service, 
which  he  undertoook,"  and  retorned  with  Lieu- 
teoaot  Gregg,  and  Mr.  Smith ;  the  lattv  having 
prei«nted-fais  order  for  the  9500,  the  payment  of 
which  wan  refused,  as  the  prisoners  were  not  de« 
livered.  On  this  deponent'^  arrival  be  found  throe 
of  the  boat's  crew  who  had  gone  up  with  Owens. 
Od  the  first  examination  he  confessed^  the  fact  of 
baviog  murdered  and  robbed  him ;  and  they  gate 
to  (be  deponent  a  circumstftntial  detail  of  their 
adreatures  afterwards.  A  lew  days  afterwards 
the  deponent  went  to  Louisville,  with  Lieutenant 
Qregg  and  Mr  Smuh,  for  the  purpose  of  Tnter^ 
pretiDg  for  the  prisoners,  who  weretnere  delivered 
to  a  justice  of  the  peace.  Captain  Harrison,  wbp 
transmitted  them  to  another  at  Bairdstown,  Cap^ 
tain  Frye ;  but  the  men  denying  the  fact  before 
the  justices,  they  w^re.  detamed  for  further  evi- 
dence. And  this  deponent  saith,  that  he  did  not 
divolge  to  <he  Justices  the  confessions  made  by 
the  prisoners  to  hittf,  because  he  knewU  was  the 
wish  of  the  Spanish  oMcers  to  have  the  men  de- 
Ii?ered  to  them,  father  than  tried  in  the  territory 
of  the  United  States;  and  that  such  wish  arose 
from  a  fear  of  divolgin|f  the  secret  of  Owens's 
mission  on- a  public  trial.  And  this^  deponent 
saith,  that  he  left  the  prisoners  at  Bairdstown, 
and  afterwards  understood  they  had  been  sent  to 
Frankfort,  where  they  were  afterwards  discharged 
for  want  of  evidence :  and  further  this  deponent 
saith  not. 

THOMAS  POWER. 

,  • 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  in  New  Or- 
leans, the  18th  March,  1809. 

E.  FITCH,  J.  P. 


qtiakitanl^e  with  Mr.  Joseph  Collins,  who,  shortly 
before,  arrived  in  this  citv  with  a  Mr.  Owens, 
from  Ohio.  The  said  Collins  was  occupied  in 
fitting  out  a  small  vessel  in  tl^e  Bayou  St  John, 
in  which  was  shipped  a  sum  of  money,  as  Col- 
lins informed  the.  deponent,  amounting  to  up* 
wards  of  six  thousand  dollars,  which  be,  said 
Collins, .had  receited  from  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, for  aecoont. of  General  Wilkinson;  and  he 
also  informed  this  deponent,  that  a  sum  of  nearly 
equal  amount  had  been  delivered  to  Mr.  Owens, 
for  the  same  purpose,  with  which  he  returned  by 
way  of  the  river;  and  this  deponent  furthfer  de- 
clares, that  this  step  occasioned,  at  the  time,  much 
surprise,  as  it  was  contrary  to  law  tiO  ship  cash, 
and  subject  to  seizure  and  confiscation  when  dis- 
covered; and  this  deponent  further  declares,  that 
the  said  Joseph  Collins  set  sail  a  short  time  before 
him,  witlr  the  aforesaid  money  on  board  his  ves- 
sel,;as.said  Collins  informed  ttiis  deponent-;  and 
he  afterwards  Itemed  that  he  had  arrived  there- 
with, in  safety,  at  the  port  of  Charleston. 

WM.  MILLER. 

Jor6  par  devant  moi  oe  jour  onzitae  du  moia 
de  Mars,  milhuit  cent  neuf. 

DU  COURNAUX,  J.  P. 


(A.) — Letter  from  Joseph  Collins  to  Daniel  dariie, 
respecting  the  receipt  of  the  money  from  Don  Gil- 
berto  Leonard. 

PABoikooiJiJt,  March  10, 1809. 

DfiA^t  Sir  :  I  returned  yesterday  from  Mobile 
and  Pensacoja,-  and  found  y^tir  letter  of  the  19th 
of  February  last,  requesting  me  to  send  you  the 
date  I  received  the  money  from  Don  GNlberto 
Leonard,  in  New  Orleans;  therefore,  have  had 
recourse  to  my  journal  round  the  Florida  point. 
I  find  that  we  left  Bayou  St.  John  on  the  226  of 
Atfgust,  1794,  and  most  have  received  the  (6,334 
about  the  19ih  or  20th  of  August,  the  kame  month. 

I  am-  your  very  humble  servant, 

JOSEPH  COLLINS. 

Mr.  DAiri£L  Clarke. 


r 

No.  11^— Miller's  depontion  tlboui  Collins. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  tbeondersiffoed, 
one  of  the  justices  of  the.  peace  for  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  Mr.  William  Miller,  of  the  county 
of  the  Rapides,  in  the  territory  of  Orleans,- who, 
being  duly  aworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of 
Almighty  God,  did  depose  and  sajr,  that,  some 
lime  shortly  after  the  hurricane,  which  happened 
ia  this  country,  in  the  month  of  Auf^ust,  of  the 
year  1794,  he  chartered  and  fitted  out,  in  companv 
with  Mr.  Robert  Cochran,  of  Natchez,  a  small 
vessel  in  the  Bayou  St.  John,  near  this  city,  in 
which  they  both  sailed  for  Pensacola  and  New 
Providence,  and  at  that  time  he  formed  an«c- 


No.  14. — Thomas  Portell's  certified  copy  of  Baron  Ca- 
rondelet's  instructions  to  him.  . 

New  Orleans,  Mn.  20, 1796. 

.  In  the  galley  the  Victoria,  Bernardo  Molini,  pa- 
trooi  there  have  been  sent  to  Don  Vincent  Folch, 
nine  thousand  six  hundreJ  and  forty  dollars,  which 
sum,  without  making  the  least  use  of  it,  you  will 
hold,  at  my  disposal,  to  deliver  it  at  themomeni- 
that  an  order  may  be. presented  to  you  by  the 
Amei^ican  General  Don  James  Wilkinson. 
*  Qod  preserve  you  many  years. 

DB  CARONDELET. 
To  Sefior  Don  Tomas  I^ortbll. 

Nbw  Maorid,  June  27, 1796. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  Is  a  copy  of  its  ori* 
ginal,  to  which  I  refer. 

THOMAS  tORTELL. 
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No.  15. — Tranilation  of  a  letter  Drom  TkoAu  Pow«r 
to  Don  Thomaj  Portell,  Commandftnt  of  New  Mad- 
rid, dated  June  27«  1796,  at  New  Madrid. 

Having  receired  7erl>al  instructions  from  Mr.. 
James  Wilkinson  the  American  General,  to  take 
chaYge  of  the  oioney,  which,  by  a  leitec,  be  re^ 
ceived  from  tbe  Secretary  of  the  QoTernment. 
Don  Andres  Armesto,  alider  date  7th  or  8th  of 
March  last,  of  which  I  was  bearer,  he  has  advice 
is  deposited  in  this  post,  and  being  infermed  by 
the  official  letter  which  you  have  reeieived  on 
this  busioess  from  the  Qovernor  Qeneral  of  the 
province,  of  which  you  wtli  be  pleaeed  to  furnish 
me  a  eopv,  that  said  mei^y  is  not  to  to  be  deliy* 
ered  without  ah  express  order  from  the  said 
Mr.  Wilkinson,  I  find  myself  forced  to  relate, 
circumstantially,  sOme  particulars  to  smooth  and 
remove  Chov difficulty  which  the  want  of  a  writ- 
ten order  on  the  part  of  the  aforesaid  Qenerai 
Wilkinson  presents.  Althouffh  tUs  relation  may 
appear  an  abuse  of  the  confidence  with  which 
the  (Governor  General  of  the  province,>and  the 
Qoveroor  of  Natchez,  and  particularly  General 
Wilkinson,  have  honored  me,  I  am  persuaded 
thai  the  urgency  of  the  case  which  offers  will 
serve  me  as  an  excuse  and  justification.  You 
are  not  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  Dou  Manuel 
Gay 080  de  Lemos,  being  here  in  the  month  pf 
September  of  the  year  last  past,  entrusted  to  me 
some  despatches  of  the  greatest  importance  for 
General  Wilkinson,  which  I  carried  to  Giocin- 
nait,  and  I  returned  with  the  answers  in  tke 
month  of  November.  By  order  of  the  said  Don 
Manuel  Gayoeo,  I  made  immediatdy  .another 
^umey  in  the  Oi^o,  and  I  ascended  it  to  Red 
Banks,'  in  search  of  Mr.  Sebastian,  who  came 
with  me  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  where  we 
met  with  the  Governor  of  Nvtcbe?.  At  tbe  end 
of  December  I  arcorapanied  this  geiKleman  to 
Natchez,  and  I  went  thence  to  New  Orleans. 
The  principal  object  of  niy  going  down  was  to 
take  charge,  by  order  of  General  Wilkinson,  of 
the  money  which  you  now  have  in  deponte  for 
him,  which  ie  ^own  by  the  letters  which  he 
wrote  to  the  Governors  of  this  province  and  of 
Natchez;  .but,  at  my  arrival,  the  money  had  been 
already  sent  off  in  one  of  His  Majesty's  galleys 
for  this  place,  which  I  learned  from  the  Baron  da 
Carondelet,  the  Inteodant,  and  Don  Andres  de 
Armesto.  I  repeatedly  ti-eated  pn  this,  busmess 
wit-h  the  two  last  of  these  persons,  urging  forci- 
bly the  necessity  of  sending  sugar,  coffee,  and 
powder  to  New  Madrid,  to>  form  a  cargo  to  take 
to  Kentucky  with  Wilkinson's  money,  hiding  by 
this  means  the  true  intention  of  the  voyage,  and 

E'ving  it  the  appearance  of  a  commercial  specu- 
tion.  All  this  Wilkinson^  had  before  represent- 
ed as  indispensable,  for  many  reasons,  particular- 
ly, to  avoid  a  misfortune  similar  to  tnat  which 
had  already  occurred.  At  last,  the  Secretary  told 
me  that  the  bargain  which  Mr.  Aaron  Qregg,  the 
American  officer,  wa$  tp  go  up,^was  destined  for 
this  service,  and  that,  as  for  the  crew,  he  would 
permit  me  to  choose  among  the  Creoles,  residents 
in  this  post,  those  who  might  appear  to  me  most 
worthy  of  confidences  io  tliat  1  left  New  Orleans 


with  the  belief  that,  at  my  relm  to  this  ^l 
^should  find  ererythtng^  disposejl  coa&rm&bk  to 
what  I  have  just  related.  On  my  anirai  it 
Greenville.  I  informed  Gkneral  WilkinsoQ  or  tht 
steps  whifin  I  had  no  dotort^t  bad  been  tikeD,fna 
whence  has  resulted  that  he,  like  myself,  wis ii' 
pressed  with  the  belief  that  all  the  metsareifar 
executing  this  service  with  soceess  hid  bea 
takien.  f  cnnnot  communicate  all  tbe  modra 
why  Wilkinson  has  not  given  me  an  ordn  ii 
writing,'  but  pne  of  them  was,  that  he  did  m 
know  the  sum  of  money  whieh  yoa  had  todt* 
liver  to  his  order,  the€k>veinors'not.ha?iBgvm' 
tei)  a  word  to  him  on  the  subject,  the  Seereary 
only  saying  that  his  money  was  deposited  ia  Ncv 
Madrid,  withbnt  expressing  the  som.  Ia  the  let- 
ters in  -cipher,  from  General  WtlkincoD,  for  (k 
Gqverndr^,  whieb  are  here  enclosed,  he  tells  dwa 
that  he  has  sent  me  to  bring  the  aforesaid  moiwf, 
informing  you  that  the  No.  1  is  for  theGorenmr 
General  of  the  province,  and  the  No.  2  for  Dob 
Matiuel  GayoBO.  I  will  add  that  Geaeral  Wii- 
kinsun,  when  I  represented  to  him  (hat  oa  pit* 
aentine  myqelf  without  iiia  order  in  wriiiBg,ioaN 
diffiaulty  might  arise,  authorized  me,  if  thees* 
required  it,  to  wdte>an  order  that  yon  sboeMd^ 
liver  bis  money,  specifying  the  som  there  aigU 
be,  fttgning  it  in  his  name,  and  grving  yctit  re- 
ceipt therefor.  I  cannot  omit  that  thecomaii- 
sion  of  General  Wikinson  "was  so  luddei, » 
urgent,  that  it  was  extended  even  toliinitJDfDr 
return  to  my  destination  by  the  first  of  Asgt^ii" 
which  I  advise  you,  that  yon  may  endeavor  srt 
to  delay  the  service.  I  believe  that  the  GoverM 
General  isteot  ignorant  of  tbe  embarrassoieDUoi 
General  Wilkinson,  nor  can  be  {m  igoMot  ibtt 
.  for  a  long  time  past,  he  has  bee^  expeciiogna 
nsoney,  the  delay  of  which  hais  beenihecansea 
mdeh  trodble  to  him,  involving  him  ia  fi^^J^' 
fiy;ulties ;  and  I  can  assure  you  coitfideotiyjj^^ 
he  will  be  very  much  disgusted  with  9^)'^1* 
in  the  ezfiedition,  which  might  be  prodaeurt  ol 
serious  injury.  As  for  the  mode  of  carryiBJ  the 
inoney,  it  is  evident  that  to  take  it  opealf  «°^'' 
be  too  scandalous  a  thing,  if  I  were  noi  to  stf 
it  would  be  madness.'  The  unhappy  resoU  « 
the  expedition  of  the  ctofortunate  Henrr  Oveos, 
ought  to  serve  us  a  beacon,  in  order  aotto  1<|^ 
ourselves  on  the  same  rock,  and  to  make  ns  j^^ 
another  course,  less  dangerous.  I  would  wisn » 
put  a  bag  of  one  thousand  dollars  in  >  ^^^ 
coflTee  or  sugar,  so  that,  although  the  <JJ"*^^ 
of  the  respective  gravity  between  silfcrj  $og^ 
and  coffee,  be  very  great,  the  quantity  '^j'^^^ 
small  it  will  not  be  easily  known.  It '"  J:!J 
wise  be  prudent  to  carry  some  barrels  wrtbov 
moneys  in  brder  to  sell  them  before  ^trri^'"^ 
Cincinnati,  if  it  should  so  happen  tbfttftBf  ^ 
should  offer  to  buy  these  goods;  because,  QOii 
sell  them,  when  it  might  be  done  to  •^^."T 
would  excite  suspicion  }  and  to  complex  ^°^L 
guise,  it  would  be  well  to  take  a  certain  qa^o^ 
of  powder  and  rum.  If  these  dtspositioossbo^ 
appear  defective,  i  beg  you  to  make  saehcbtBP 
as  may  be  to  your  mind.  God  preserve  T^oiJ,  ' 
yeaia,  THOMAS  POWS»- 
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No.  15« — ^Tmnrifttion  of  m  letter  from  Don  llioniM 
Portell  10  Mr.  Thomu  Pofrer»  dtted 

New  Madrid,  June  27, 1796. 

HaTiog  well  considered  the  contents  of  yoar 
letter  of  this  day,  I  mentioit  tb^t  I  agree  ia  every 
thiog  to  the  whole  of  the  reflecttODs  yota  place 
before  me,  and,  although  at  first  sight  it  appears 
that  I  oaght  to  await  the  dedsioti  of  the  6orer- 
Dor  General,  as  he  preseribea  to  me  ia  his  official 
letter  of  the  20th  Jaaiiary  of  the  present  year, 
and  of  #hioh  I  enclose  yoa  a  cot)y,  which  you 
request  of  me.  the  circumstances  .which  you  ex- 
pose are  such,'  that  they  leave' me  nothing  mo^e 
to  do  than  to  tell  you  to  f9rward  me  a  memoran- 
dum of  the  number  of  pounds  of  coffee,  sugar, 
barrels  in  which  to  fill  the  powder  and  rum  you 
desire  for  your  expedition ;  because,  so  soon  as  i 
receive  it,  I  will  ret  it  ready  as  ynu  desire,  in- 
forming von  that  for  the  merchandise  you  mu^ 
sign  me  dfn  acknowledgment  of  bating  received 
it,  and  for  the  money,  a  receipt  as  the  attorney  of 
Gkeneral  Wilkinson. 

In  order  that  the  barge  may  be  reader,  and  as 
you  may  want  ft,  I  have  written  ati  official  letter 
to  the  Liieutenant  Colonel  Don  Vinceote  Folch, 
that  he  may  seYid  it  as  soon  as  possible;  because, 
as  was  nothing  was  said  to  me  of  what'  you  have 
now  mentioned  respecting  tt^  Mr.  Francis  Lang- 
lois  asked  it  of  me,  for  an  affair  of  service,  and 
took  it  loaded  with  corn  t6  the  fort  of  San  Fer- 
nando, and  it  has  ndl  been  returned,  although  I 
have  required  it,  thinking  it  might  be  wanted 
here;  Don  Vincente  Folch  having  answered  me, 
that  if  1  had  not  orders  to  keep  it,  there  were 
none  to  return  it.  *  > 

The  two  letters  in  cipher  remain  in'my  hands, 
which  I  shall  forward  by  the  firjtt  safe  opportu- 
nity, ^th  the  distinction  you  point. out,  No.  1  to 
the  Governor  General,  and  No.  2  to  the  Gover- 
nor of  Natchez. 

As  for  packing  the  money,  and. arranging  the 
barrels,  as  soon  as  they  are  ready,  between  you 
and  myseTf  all  this  may  be  done  without  any  one 
else  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  it.  Ood  preserve 
you  many  years. 

THOMAS  PORTELL. 

To  Don  Thomas  Poweb. 


No.  17. — Mr.  Power's  deposition  respeetibg  the  pay^ 
ment  of  $9,640  to  Geaeral  Wilkinson. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  under- 
signed, one  of  the  justices  of  ibej[)eaoe  ia  and 
for  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  Mr.  Thomas  Pow- 
er, who,  being  duly  sworn,  saith:  That  some 
time  in  the  month  6f  Jone,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  1796)  he  arrived  at  New  Madrid,  after  hav* 
ing  had  several  conferences  with  General  Wil- 
ktnson,  by  order  of  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  on 
the  subject  of  a  proposed  separation  of  the  West- 
ern country  from  the  United  States,  under  the 
protection,  and  by  the  aid,  of  S^ain ;  that  he 
was  sent  to  New  Madrid  by  General  Wilkinson 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  charge  of  a  sum  of 
money,  whieh  he  bad  brought  notice  to  the  Gen- 
eral was  lying  th«re  for  him,  from  the  Baron  de. 


Garondelet ;  that,  on  bis  first  demanding  the  same 
in  the  name  of  General  Wilkinson.  Ca  (Stain  Por* 
tell,  the  commandant,  refused  to  deliver  it  with- 
out  a  written  order;  and  that,  as  he  had  none,  he 
was  obliged  to  write  a  letter  to  Captain  Porlell, 
entering  into  all  the  details  which  were  neeea- 
sary  to  show  him^  that  he,  this  deponent,  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  ol^eet  of  lending  the  said 
money  ;  that  the  said  Portell  wrote  him' an  an* 
swer,  agreeing  to  deliver  him  the  sum  of  money 
in  question  for  General  Wilkinson,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  sent  bim  a  oop^r  of  the.order  from  the 
Baron  de  Cafondelet  which  accomiMinied  the 
delivery  of  the  money  to  him,  Portell;  that  the 
said  lectar  and  answer  are  dated  the  27th  of  JunOy 
1796,  ftnd  the  said  order  from  the  Baron  de  Ca« 
rondelet  is  dated  the  20th  of  January^  in  the 
same  year.-  and  are  the  documents  which  have 
been  laid  before  Congiess  by  John  Randolph  and 
ENiniel    Cli^rke^  Esquires.    And  this  deponent 
saith  that,  by  virtue  of  the  arran|pement  made 
by  the  said  letters,  he  received  from  Don  Thomas 
Portell  the  sum  of  $9,640,  which  he  packed  tip 
in  barrels  of  su^ar  and  coffee,  and-  was  proceed- 
ing up  the  Ohio  with  the  same,  when  he  was 
stopped  and  searched  by  Lieutenant  Steele;  that, 
in  consequence  of  this  interruption,  he  landea 
his  carfo  at  Louisville,  and  went  on  horseback 
to  Cincmnati,  where  he  met  General  Wilkinson, 
and  informed  him  of  the  circumstances  that  hact 
ocf^urred,  on  which  the  General  directed  him  te 
deliver  the  dollars  to  Philip  Nolan,  which  the 
deponent  did ;  that  the  said  Nolan  conveyed  the 
barrels  of  sugar  and  coffee,  in  which  the  dollars 
were  packed,  to  Frankfort,  where  th^  deponent- 
saw  them  opened,  in  the  store  of  Mr.  Montgom- 
ery Brown;  that  the'  sum  ot  ft9fi00  was  given 
by  Geoemi  Wilkinson's  direction  to  Phifip  No- 
lan, and  the  remainder,  (640,  was  retained  by 
the  depooent,  with  the  Generars  consent,  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  expenses,  but  which  he  gave 
directions 'to  secure  tor  him  from  the  Spanish 
<jrove)>nm.ent,  in  the.  setMement  of  his  account. 
And    this  deponent  further  saith,  that  he  sold 
the  sugar,  and  the  coffee,  in  which  the  dollars 
were  packed,  to  Mr.  Abijah  Hunt,  of  Cincin- 
nati.   And  this  deponent  further  saith,  that  when 
he  afterwards  saw  General  Wilkinson,  and  in- 
formed him  that  he  had  delivered  the  money 
agreeablv  to  his' orders,  he  said  it  was  well.  And 
further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

THOMAS  POWER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  in  New  Or- 
leans, the  18th  of  March,  1809. 

E.  FITCH, 
'  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


InterrogcUoriee  for  A.  EUicatt. 

Genbhal  Wasbinoton. 

1.  Were  General  Washington's  instructions  to 
you  to  sarutintze  mv  conduct,  written  or  verbal  1 

2.  Ia  speaking  of  certain  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  connecting  themselves  improperly 
with   the  Spanish  CKnrernment,  did   Geoeral 
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Washitfgton  »tate  to  yoa  (he  grounds  and  nature 
of  his  suspicions,  and  the  objects  wh^ch  such 
persons  might  have  or  had  in  view  in  such  asso- 
ciaiions  with  the  Spanish  Government?  . 

3*  Do  you  recollect  what  other  names  besides 
Qeneral  Wilkinson's  were  mentioned  on  that  oc- 
casion by  General  Washington  ? 

4.  Did  you>  feel  yourft^f  bound  by  that  en- 
gagement to  act  as  a  spy  on  General  Wilkinsoq's 
conduct;  and  in  what  manner  did  you  ful61  it? 
Did  you  ever  report  General  Wilkinson  for  any 
illegal  act,  or. any  illicit  connexion  ? 

5.  Did  General  Washington,  by  word  or  man- 
ner, express  to  you  any  serious  apprehension  of 
dangerous  consequences  to  the  Union,  from  the 
disaffection  mentionet)  to  you  ? 

6.  When  and  where  did  you  become  acquaint- 
ed with  Philip  Nolan  ? 

7.  What  was  his  general  character,  and  did  he 
not  render  you  services  on  your  route  down  the 
Mississippi,  to  Natchez,  as  a  commissioner  of 
limits'?  • 

8.  Was  he  not  zealously  attached  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  do  yon  not  think  he  would,  have 
supported  the  intelrest  of  the  United  States  at 
erery  hazard  of  life  and  property,  against  liny 
power  whatever  ? 

9.  Did  you  ever  converse  with  him.  respecting 
General  Wilkinson's  connexion  and  intercourse 
iriih  the  Spanish  Government ,  of  Louisiana  ? 
State  everything  concerning  the  same:  whether 
the  said  Nolan  aid  not  explain  to  your  satisfac- 
tion the  nature  of  that  intercourse  to  be  com- 
mercial, aujd  whether  you  have  noiexpreayed  this 
oii'cum^tance  to  others  ?  -  ' 

10.  Did  not  the  said  Nolan  inform  you  that 
General  Wilkinson  had  been  playing  a  deceptive 
game  with  the  Spaniards?  and  do  you  not  know 
th4t  a  deceptive  policy  and  fictitiourappea ranees 
were  necessary  with  the  Spanish  Goveriiraent, 
to  protect  Nolan's,  political  or  commercial  enter- 
prises in  Louisiana  ?     . 

11.  Did  he  ever  communicate  to  you  any  ph^n 
he  had  projected,  lo  save  the  district  of  Natchez, 
if  it  had  been  attacked  by  the  Baron  of  Caron- 
delet,  by  seizing  that  officer  when  t>n  a  reconnoi- 
tring party,  and  bearing  him  off  to  the  people  of 
the  district? 

12.  Do  you  know  Thomas  jf^ower,  and  what 
ha8>been  your  opinion  of  ^is  character? 

13.  Did  he  ever  inlorm  you  that  General  Wil- 
kinson held  any  illegal  connexion  with  the  Span- 
ish Government  ? 

14.  Did  he  ever,  by  letter,  attempt  to  prejudice 
you  aeainst  General  Wilkinson,  and  what  was 
the  efieet  ?  -  ,         . 

15.  From  whom  did  you  receive  the  minute 
inibrmatioo  of  Power's  mission  to  the  Stales  of 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  and  the  objects  of  that 
mission,  and  that  he  was  instructed  by  the  Baron 
of  Caroodelet  not  to. return  without  seeing  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson  ? 

.  16.  Was  Power  apprized  of  your  knowledge 
of  his  mission  to  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  and 
that  he  was  to  see  General  Wilkinson? 
17*  Have  you  not  declared  that  yott  conpid^red 


Thomas  Power  the  eoen^y  of  Geaeril  Witki«> 
son.  and  that  he  would  leave  nothiog  QQ(k)ae  ta 
his  injury,  which  art,  duplicity,  aod  iotrigoe. 
could  effect? 

18.  Did  yon  not  also  declare,  in  1800,  thatfn 
knew  Power  was  not  the  friend  of  Geoenl  Wil- 
kinson, and  that  he  was  a  man  of  dupltcitjrl 

19.  Did  you  communicate  to  the  Goreromes; 
all  the  particulare  you  had  learned  respectiif 
Power's  mission  to  Kentucky  and  Teaoesseciii 
June^  1797 ;  and  under  what  date  was  yoorcoB- 
municaiiott  made?       < 

20*  Did  you  understand  the  interview  Povk 
was  ordered  to  seek  withGkneral  WilkiDson  vu 
for  any  sinister  purpose,  or  relative p  theeieto- 
tion  of  the  treaty  of  friendship,  limits,  and  Dif- 
if  ation  ? 

21.  Who  were  those  confidential  peraooin 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  to  whom  you  expoiid 
the  objects  of  Power's  mission,  aod  what  tkc 
particulars  of  those  expositions? 

2Si,  Did  you  ever  hear  Power  speak  of  G«&e- 
ral  Wilkinson's  tobacco  concerns  at  New  Or- 
leans, or  say  that. the  Spanish  Govcraffleat was 
indebted  to  him  on  that  score? 

23.  To  whoor  was  the  letter  of  Gayoia  viiich 
fell  into  your  hands  in  Norerober,  1798,  a4* 
dressed ;  and  by  whom  was  it  delivered  lo  yoo, 
and  wbat  were  the  particular  contents  of  u? 
.  24.  What  other  names  besides  General  Wilkii- 
son's  were  mentioned  in  that  letter  of  Gafoso, 
and  for  what  reasona  do  you  presume  it  to  be  io 
the  hands  of  D.  Clarke  and  T.  Power? 

25..  What  effect  did  this  letter  of  Gayo90tlie& 
produce  on  your,  mind  relative  to  the  eiiaiactet 
and  conduct  of  General  Wiikiason  1 

26.. Are  yo.u  certain  that  it  was Gafoso's letitr 
that  you  saw  ?  and  did  you  not  see aoorber leuer 
about  the  time  that  Gayoso's  fell  into  fourbiads. 
which  appeared  to  be  designed  to  injure  G«atial 
Wilkinson  ? 

27*  How  did  your  conversatioo  respectiaf  Geo- 
eral  Wilkinson  commence  with  Mr.  Portell !  was 
it  ^i  your  instance  or  at  his,  and  for  what pv- 
pose?    . 

28.  Who  were  the  other  gentlemen  named  by 
Captain  Portell  to  have  received  mooeyfroaUe 
Government  of  Spain,  by  the  same  boat  whid 
carried  money  to  General  WUkiDSO0,aDd  wbo 
were  considered  pensioners  of  that  GoveromeQi| 
',29.  Did  ypn  understand  how  CapuiiQ  Portdl 
came  to  discover  that  the  moncty  sent  to  Geoenl 
Wilkinson  was  not  on  account  of  any  cofflioer- 
cial  transacuon  ? 

30.  Did  you  communicate  the  pardcQiarsn 
this  information  to  the  Governmeot,  andatwbtt 
time,  ^nd  in  what  manner?  if  not,  through  wbai 
motives  did  you  withhold  it  from  the  Goren* 
ment?    • 

.31.  Wherefore  were  you  so  particular  in  oou^ 
the  precise  sum  of  money  which  Portell  ioforioed 
you  he  had  tran9mitted  to  General  Wilkiosoa? 

32.  What  impression  did  this  information  o»« 
on  your  mind  respecting  General  Wilkio^j 
did  it,  at  that  time,  affect  your  confidence iobiio' 

33.  Is  not  that  Portell  the  aame  who  ga^e  op 
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a  miJitary  post  to  Bowles  Aod  a  Pfiriy  of  lodians, 
tbrouffh  treachery  or  cowardicei  and  has  he  Dot 
been  dishonored  for  his  conduct  by  the  Spapish 
Government?  .  . 

'HOTCHINS. 

not  Daniel  Clarke;  jdnior,  of  New 


34.  Did 

Orleans,  intercept  aprivate  letter  from  the  late 
Colonel  Anthony  Hutehios  to  his  agent  in  Lqn- 
don.  and  furnish  you  a  copy  of  the  same,?   > 

35.  Was  not  the  said  letter  under  seal,  and  was 
not  the  seal,  broken?  Did  not  the  said  Clarke 
transmit  the  said  letter^  or  a  copy  of  it,  to  his 
uncle,  Colonel  Daniel  Clarke,  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  and  did  he  not. after warifs  publish  the 
same,  with  a  view  to  Injure  the  writer? 

36.  Have  yoa  not  declared  that  the  intercep- 
tion of  Colonel  Hutchins's  letter  was  to  satisfy 
your  ^Mnquiries  which  weire  intended^  to  serve 
your  country,^* and  had  you  no  other  motive? 

37.  Had  not  Hutchins  represf^nted  you  to  be 
in  the  Spanish. interest,  and  did  not  you  desire  tp 
employ  the. intercepted  letter  'to  coqo'teract  his 
representations?  ' 

38.  Were  you  not  intiinate  with  .  Hutch iiia 
when  you  first  reached  Natchez  ?  Had  ^ou  not 
afterwards  a  bitter  animosity  asrainst  him,  atid 
did  not  you  report  him  to  the  Government  as  a 
British  pensioner,  and  an  enemy  to  the  T7nited 
States? 

Oeneral  quesiioru, 

39.  Have  you  c^et  declared,  in  New  Orleans, 
that  almost  all  of  yoi^r  own,  and  General  Wil^ 
kinsoo's  eneHiies,were  becoming  Spaniards? 

40.  Have  you  not  declared  a  large  proportion 
of  the  inhabuants  of  Mississippi  Territory  to  ^ 
a  set  of  the  most  ahandoned,  malicious,  deceit* 
fuly  plundering,  horserthieviog  rascals  on  the 
continent? 

41.  What  was  youc  opinion  of  Gencsral  Wil- 
kinson, as  he  descended  the  Missiasijipi,  and  be^ 
fore  be  reached  Loftus  Heights,  the  site  of  Fort 
Adams,  in  1798? 

42.  What  was  youf  opinion  of  his  official  con.- 
dact,  and  his  attachment  to  his  eoootry,  afiter  his 
arrival  at  Loftqs  Heighu  7  '. 

43.  What  were  your  ideas  roF  his  merits  in  the 
year  1800  ?  and  did  not  you  express  pleasure  on 
seeing  him  restored  at  that  tim6  tp  the  ebmmaiid 
of  our  armies?. 

44.  Did  Aot  you  confide  to  General  Wilkinson. 
w'ithout  reserve,  your  plans  and  movements,  and 
give  him  information  of  high  importance,  public 
and  personal,  whilst  engaged  on  the  line  of  de- 
marcation? 

45.  Did  yoa  not  consider  General  Wilkinson's 
presence  in  command,  at  pur  Southern  frontier 
in  the  Mississippi,  necessary  to  the  public  ser^ 
vice,  in  the  years  1799  and  1800,  and  have  you 
hot  expressed  this  sentiment  ? 

46.  From  your  correspondence  wjth  General 
Wilkinson,  and  observations  on  his  conduct,  did 
you  not  consider  him  attached  to  the  interests  of 
his  country,  and  faithful  to  the,  trust  reposed  in 
him?     .  ^ 

47.  As  far  as  your  own  knowledge  and  obser- 
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vation  have  extended,  have  yon  not  considered 
General  Wilkittson,  as  a  military  man^ ^triotie, 
zealous,  active,  and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of 
h.is  high  daties?    .^ 

48.  .Do  you  know,  or  have  yob  heard  of  any 
specific  act  of  General  Wilkinson's,  calculated  to 
injure  his  country,  or  its  Ghl.veriunent  ?  - 

49.  Has  any  person,  since  the  conspiracy  of 
Colonel  Burr  was  exposed,  applied  to  you  for  in- 
fondaiion  respecting  Gkner^I  Wilkinson's  inter* 
course  or  connexion  with  the  Spaofsh  Govern- 
ment ?  Be  pleiised  to.  state  what  passed  on  these 
occasions. 

50.  Has  no  person  applied  to  you,  since  Mr* 
Daniel  Clarke's*  information  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  <;riminating  Gkneral  Wilkinson, 
for  such  information  as  yuu  might  possess  on 
the  subject,  and-who  was  the  person  or  persons? 

51.  Be  pleased  to  state  how  it  happened  that 
ydu  furnished  Daniel  Clarke  a  copy  of  your  let? 
ter  to  General  Wilkinson  for  publication,  without 
the  General's  letter  which  produced  it;. and  is 
yoqr  letter,  as  published,  a  laithful  copy  of  that 
you  wrote  the  General,  and  of  that  you  transmit- 
ted to  Mr.  Clarke? 

52.  Did  yon  expect  that  the  publication  of  this 
letter  would  serve  Mr.  Clarke,  or  injure  Generai 
Wilkinson  ? 

/  53.  From  whom  did  you  receive  the  informa- 
tion, to  which  you  refer,  in  Qctober,  1797  ? 

54.  At  what  >ime  did  Mr.  Power  advise  you 
he  had  ^rried  a  sum  of  motley  and  despatches  to. 
General  Wilkinson  up  tbe  Ohio?. 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

J.  Yeatbsj^-  • 

Anorew  Ellicott.    ^      •   ^ 


Now  19.— A.  Ellicott's  dqpotttion. 
Pehhsy^vanu,  Lancastbr,  w. 

Before  me,  Jasper  Y^ates,  one  of  the  assojciate 
judgesofthesupremecourt  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsyjvania,  came  Andrew  Ellicott,  of  the 
borough  of  Lancaster,  and,  being  duly  a&rmed 
according  to  law,  saiib :  That,  before  he,  this  af- 
firmant, left  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  year 
1796;  as  Cominissioner  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States  to  carry  into  effect  the  Spanish  treaty^Pres- 
ideift  Washing'toQ  communicated  confidentially 
to  this  affirmant  that  suspicions  jjiad  been  signified 
to  him  of  certain  citizens  of  the  United  States 
improperly. connecting  themselves  with  the  Span- 
ish Government,  among  whom  General  Wilkin- 
son was  mentioned,  and  requested  this  affirmant 
to  pay  attention  to  that  subject,  but  in  as  private  a 
manner  as  possible,  to  prevent  tbe  increase  of  sus- 
picions, perhaps  ill-founded. 

On  this  affirmani's  arrival  at  Cincinnati,  he 
was  informed  that  General  Wilkinson  bad  had 
several  interviews  (some  of  them  private)  with 
a  Spanish  agent  or  spy,  knawn  by  the  name  of 
Thomas  Power,  who,  it  was  asserted,  had  taken 
a  considerable  sum  of  money  into  the  State  of 
Kentucky.  This  information  appeared,  at  tha- 
time,  to  merit  so  little  atteotioD,  tnat  this  affirmt 
ant  made  no  communication  of  it  to  Government. 
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Immediatety  on  the  arriTal  of  this  affirmaat  at 
Natchez,  he -heard  thecommoii  report  in  that'dia- 
tfietj-froni  Qreea  Hutchios  and  others,  of  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson's  being  in  Spanish  pay,  but  those 
reports  made  no  impression  bn  the  mind  of  this 
affirmant:  the  doubts  and  suspicions  of  Colonel 
Bruin  and.  the  late  Daniel  Clarke  had  some  influ- 
ence, but  ncTer  so  much  aa  to  be  tbe  subject  of  a 
communication. 

About  the  latter  end  of  May,  or  beginning  of 
June,  1797,  this  affirmant  was  made  acquainted 
with  an  intended  and  prirate  mission  of  the  be- 
fore-mentioned Thomas  Power  to  the  States  of 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  to  induce  a  separation 
from  the  Union ;  and  that  he  was  instructed  by 
the  QoTernor  General,  the  Baron  de  Carondetet, 
not  to  return  without  having  an  interview  with 
General  Wilkinson.  Mr.  Power  left  Natchez,  for 
the  purnosre  above  mentioned,  on  the  5th  ctf  June. 
1797,  which  this  affirmant  believes  is-  the  date  ol 
his  communication  to  the  Department  of  State 
on  that  subject.  The  information  respecting  the 
mission  of  Mr.  Power  this  affirmant  suspects  was 
bad  from  some  person  employed  about  the  office 
of  the  Baron  de  Carondelet. 

In  October,  1797,  this  affirmant  received,  and 
probably  from  the  source  before  mentioned,  the 
outlines  of  a  plan  for  dismembering  the  United 
States,  in  which  the  name  of  General  Wilkinson 
is  mentioned  as  one  of  the  principals.  This  af- 
firmant was  likewise  informed  that  the  correspon- 
dence between  General  Wilkinson  and  the  offi- 
cers of  His  Catholic  Maiesty  was  carried  on  by 
cipher,  and  decipliered  by  the  aid  of  a  pocket 
dictionary.  This  circumstance,  the  affirmant  ap- 
prehends, is  mentioned  in  his  communication  in 
cipher  to  the  Department  of  State,  on  that  sub- 
ject, bearing  date  the  14th  day  of  November.  1797. 

In  the  beginning  of  November,  1798.  a  confi- 
dential letter  of  Governor  Gayoso's  fell  into  the 
hands  of  this  affirmant.  In  that  letter.  General 
Wilkiqson  and,  sevetral  others  are  mentioned  as 
having  been  in  the  pay  and  interest  of  Spain. 
The  interesting  parts  ot  that  letter  were  reduced 
by  this  affirmant  to  cipher,  and  accompanied  his 
despatches  of  the  8th  of  the  month  above  men- 
tioned,  to  the  Department  of  State, 

About  the  16th  of  October,  1799,  Captain  Por- 
tell,  of  the  royal  armies  of  Spain,  who  then  com- 
manded at  Apalacby,  informed  this  affirmant, 
4hat  at  New  Madrid,  in  the  year  1796,  he  put  on 
board  a  boat,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Power,  nine  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty  dol- 
lars, for  the  Use  of  General  Wilkinson.  This  af- 
firmant questioned  him  whether  this  money  was 
not  on  account  of  some  mercantile  transaeUon ; 
be  declared  it  was  not. '  This  affirmant  entered 
the  nine  thousand  six  hupdred  and  fortv  dollars 
on  a  paper,  (now  in  the  possession  of  tnis  affir- 
mant,) and  handed  it  to  Captain  Portell,  who  told 
this  affirmant  it  was  correct.' 

The  witness,  being  crpss-ezamined  by  Gkneral 
Wilkinson,  saith,  on  his  affirmation,  that  the  in- 
structions of  President  Washington,  before  men- 
tioned, to  him,  were  verbal  and  not  written. 


To  the  second  interrogatory  heaosvenintk 
negative. 

To  the  third  interogatory  he  answers,  that  tk 
names  of  Mr.  Sebastian  and  ^Mr.  Brown  (mk 
Senator  Brqwn)  were  also  meatioDed,oa  tbaIo^ 
casion,  by  the  President  to  him ;  and  that  ben 
required  to  examine  into  the  condnct  ofU 
Chaise,  Volney,  and  CoUet,  if  he  should  happs 
to  fall  in  with  them^  or  either  of  them. 

To  the  fourth  interrogatory  he  aoswers  in  lit 
negative ;  and  that  he  made  no  other  reports  tbe 
as  before  stated,  from  the  information  girentc 
him^ 

To  the  fifth  interrogatory  he  answers  in  i^ 
negative^  according  tothe  best  of  hisreccllecim 

To  the  sixth  interrogatory  he8Dswers;tiiathf 
becAme  acquainted  with  Philip  Nolan  about  iIk 
beginning  of  January,  1797,  at  the  coofloeDcecf 
tt^e  rivers  M,ississippi  and  Ohio. 

To  the  seventh  interrogatory  he  answers,  lint 
Nolan's  general  character  was  good,  as  far  is  &< 
knew,  and  that  he  rendered  essential  serrices^S' 
riiig  the  mission.  . . 

To  the  eighth  interrogatory  he  answers  in  t&e 
affirmative. 

To  the  ninth  interrogatory  be  answenthatlie 
is  strongly  inclined  to  believe  that  Nolaa  aeD- 
tioned  to  him  that  the  intercourse  and  cooiKiioo 
of  General  Wilkinson  with  the  Spanish  Gorera- 
ment  was  commercial ;  and  that  this  made  con- 
siderable impression  on  his  mind;  batbeasfiot 
r<;eollect  whether  or  not  he  has  expressed  ibis 
circumstance  to  others.  . 

To  the  tenth  interrogatory  be  answers  in  the 
negative,  so  far  as  reipects  General  Wilkiosoo; 
but  that  Nolan  told  him  that  a  deceptire  poiief 
and  fictitious  appearance  were  necessary,  oo  bis 
part}  to  protect  his  enterprises  in  Looisiau. 

To  the  eleventh  interrogatory iie  ansven  <Q 
the  affirmative ;  and  that  he  made  acomoaflic*' 
tion  on  that  subject  to  the  Depaatmeat  of  State. 

To  the  twelfth  interrogatory  he  ansvei^  ibaj 
he  knows  Tjiomaa  Power,  and  that  his  gn^ 
character  is  bad,  so  far  as  he  knows,  and  Tenly 
believes. 

To  the  thirteenth  interrogatory  be  >o^^° 
the  affirmative:  and  that  Power  told  bin  ^ 
Lieutenant  Steele  took  possession  of  his  boat  oi 
the  Ohio,  th^t  he  had  despatches  and  mooef  oo 
board  for  General  Wilkinson,  but  that  the  vine^ 
paid  so  little  regarjd  thereto,  that  he  did  not  dees 
it.wortliy  communication. 

To  the  fourteenth  interrogatory  be  answers  la 
the  negative ;  and  that  commnoicatioos  m 
him  would  have  produced  no  effect  whaterer. 

To  the  fifteenth  interrogatory  he  answers,  n>< 
he  does  not  know  from  whom  ne  receired  io^' 
ma^ion  of  Power's  mission ;  but  if  be  be  alio^ 
to  express  his  suspicions,  he  auspeets  it  was  w 
Warded  by  Daniel  Clarke,  who,  howeTeE,oe^ 
conversed  with  him  6ti  that  head. 

To  the  sixteenth  interrogatory  be  answeis  << 

the  negative. 

To  the  seventeenth  interrogatory  he  aMwen 
in  the  affirmative. 

To  the  eighteenth  interrogatory  be  ^^^^ 
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bat  he  caniiot  partteoUrly  recolfeeC,  but  thinks 
t  highly  probable. 

To  the  DiDeteenth  interrogator^^'  he  answers  in 
beoegative ;  that  he  neither  had  time  nor  deeraed 
;  maieriaL  The  dftte  of  the  commaaicatioQ  was 
one  5. 1797. 

To  the  twentieth  interrogatory  be  answers  in 
lie  oegatire. 

To  the  tweatf-first  interrogatory' be  answers 
Mt,  apaoDg  others,  be  exposed  the  objects  of 
'ower's  mission  roColOoel  Rankin,  of  Kentueky, 
nd  Colonel  Henly,  the  agent  of  tbe^  board  of  war 
1  Tennessee. 

To  the  tweoty^'second  interrogatory  be  answers 
I  the  negatiYe. 

To  the  twentyrtkird  inferrogatonr  be  answers^ 
lat  Qayoso's  letter  <was  addressed  to  Thomas 
ower,  hot  cannot  tell  who  deiirered  it  tp  him ; 
lat  the  same  was  intisrcepted  by  means  used  by 
le  witness,  but  he  declines  befn^g  more  pariieu-^ 
tr  as  to  those  means,  as  his  ans^errmtfy  tend  tp^ 
riffiioate  hiinscflf.  He  eommunicated  the  par- 
cuiar  contents  ta  the  Departmeni  of  State  con- 
dentially.  and  has  na  objectionno  the  injunction 
f  secrecy  being  taken  on. 
To  the  twenty-fourth  interrogatory' be  answers; 
f  referrinff  to  bis  communication ;  and  that  be 
resumes  the  letter  to  Win  the  hands  of  Power, 
cm  being  addressed  to  him ;  an d^^ from  the  con- 
>zion  between  Clarke  and  Po#er,  the  lattermay 
ive  banded  it  to  the  former.  ; 
To  the  twenty-fifth  interrogatory  he  answers 
lat  this  lelter  produced  more  effect  on  his  mind 
tan  all  his  previous  informalion ;  but  that  what^ 
rer  plao  bad  been  in  contemplation  it  had  been 
andoned. 

To  thetwenty-siicth  interrogatory  he  answers, 
at  he  is  certain  it  ^asGhlyoso's  letter,  and  saw 
>  other.  '        '      .,  ^ 

To  the  twenty-seventb  interrogatory  be  an- 
rersj  that  the  contersation  witb  Portell.  arose  at 
le  instance  of  witnesr.      .     ■  '       ' 

To  th6  twenty-eightb  interrogatory  he  answers, 
at  Portell,  among  others,  named  Laekasang, 
ebasttan,  and  Brown,  (^not  the  Senator,)  as'pen- 
9oers  of  the  Spanish  Qorernmenr. 
To  the  twenty-ninth  afnd  thirtieth  interrogato- 
M  he  answers  in  the  negatire;  and  kedid  not 
»mmunicate  the  particulars  to  the  QoTernmeiit, 
consequence*  of  a  lettei'  which  he  reeeiyed 
om  Timothy  Pickering,  the  then  Secretary  of 
tate,  directing  him  not  to  forward  it. 
To  the  thirty-first  interro^tory  he  answers, 
at  he  was  p&rticular  in  notui?  the  precise  sum 
'  money  transmitted  to  the  General,  because  the 
ecise  sum  had  been  men^tioned  to  ^im. 
To  the  thirty-second  interrdgatory  he  answers, 
at  the  information  somewhat  affected  his  con- 
lence  in  General  Wilkinson. 
To  the 'thirty. third  interrogatory  he  answers, 
at  this  same  Portell  gave  up  a  military  post  to 
owles ;  whether  be  was  dishonored' by  tne  Span- 
fa  GoTernment  he  knows  not. 
To  the  thirty-fobtth  interrogatory  he  answers, 
at  he  knows  nothing  of  the  intereeptiug  the  let- 
r  in  queatioa ;  bat  it  waa  laid  before  bim  at  tha 


bouse  of  Daniel  Clarke,  where  be  Ipdged,  either 
by  Major  Minor,  Nolan^  6r  Clarke. 

To  the  thirty-fifth  interrogatory  he  answers^ 
that  the  seal  of  the  letter  was  broken :  as  to  tbe 
rest  be  knows  not. 

To  the  thirty-sixth,  thirty-serenth,  thirty- 
eighth,  thirty-ninth,  and  fortieth  interrogatoriesi 
he.  answers,  seveftilly,  in  the  affirmalire. 

To  the  forty-first'  inl^ro^tory  he  answers, 
that  he'did  much  business  with  General  Wilkin- 
son Toftt  public  nature,  and  as  far  as  he  saw  or  ob- 
served him,  bis  conduct  was  that  of  a  good  citi- 
zen of  tl^e  Union,  a  soldier,  and  a  gentleman; 
and,  in  answer  to  the  forty-second  interrogatory, 
and  also  to  the  forty-third,  be  said  his  opinion  of 
him  continued  faVorable  as  abov^. 

To  the  forty-fourtb  interrogatory,  and  also  to 
the  forty-fifth,  fbrty-sixth,  and  forty-s^yenth,  be 
answers  in  theaffirmatire. 

To  tha  forty-eiffhtb  interrogatary  he  answers 
in  the  negative,  turther  than  be  has  ab6?e  de- 
clared. 

To  the  forty-nimb  and  fiftieth  interrogatories 
he  answers,  that  lio  ^yersbn  applied  to  him  for  in* 
formation  on  the  subjects  before  mentioned,  un- 
less Mr.  Daniel  W.  Coxe,  of  Philadelphiai  who 
called  on  him  in  the  month  of  January  last,  and 
told  him  the  aflfoir. between  Gen.  Wilkinson  and 
Clarke  was  becoming  very  seriens,  and  asked 
him  If  he  wait,  willing  to  take  a  trip  to  Wash- 
ington, to  which  the  witness  answered  In  the 
nf gative. '  He  inquired  where  Isaac  Wayne,  Esq., 
the  son  of  General  Wayne,  lodged,  and  was  tpld. 
The  interview  did  not  last  abo ire  fii teen  nainutes; 
tb&  rbpm  being  full  of  company  at  the  time. 

To  the  fifty-first  interrogatory  he  answers,  that 
he  can  give  no  reason  for  sending  to  Mr^  Clarke 
the  cojpy  of  his  letter  to  General  'Wilkinson,  with- 
out a  copy  of  the  letter  fromth^  General  whicb 
produced  ft ;  that  Mr.  Clarke  was  informed,  in 
the  first  instance,  that  it  was  not  intended  for  pub- 
lication, but,  in  a-subs^quen^  letter,  be  was  told 
that  i(  might  be  used  before  tbe  court  of  inquiry 
if  it  could  throw  any  light  on  the  transactions :  he 
had  no  intent  to  injure  General  Wilkinson  thereby, 
in  answer  to  the  mty-second  interrogatory.  i 

TbQ  fiftyrthird  interrogatory  is  answered  before, 
and  agrto  theiast^  he  saith.  that  it  was  at  the  time 
they  were  operating  on  tne  line  in  that  country, 
and  after  General  'Wilkinson  had  come  into  that 
country.  '      .    ' 

ANDREW  ELLICOTT. 

Tl^e  foregoing  deposition,  contained  in  eight 
pages,  and  subscribed  by  Andrew  EUicott  and 
myself,  together  with  the  interrogatories  therein 
referred  to,  was  duly  taken  oa  the  22d  May,  1808, 
before  me.  J.YEATES. 


Mr.  Power's  depoiitifm  respecting  his  eorrespondenea 
with  GayosO)  Caroadelet,  and  I>on>A.  ArmesCo. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned, 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  city 
of  New  Orleans,  Mr.  Thomas  Power,  ^ho  being, 
ddly  sworn,  dotb  depose :  that  tbe  several  papers 
hereunto  anneaed  are  the  original  draugbtsof 
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letters  wrItteD  to  the  teveral  persons  wbose  ad- 
dresses are  (here  respectively 'annexed,  and  that 
copies  of  them  were  sent  at,  or  immediately  afier, 
the  times  of  their  respeeiive  dates,  to  the  persons 
to  whom  they  were  addressed,  and  that  the  facts 
contained  in  them  are  true. 

To  Governror  Carondelet  a  letter,  dated  at  New 
Madrid.  June  27,  17d6. 

To  Governor  Gayoso  a  letter,  dated  at  New 
Madrid,  June  27, 1796. 

To  Governor  Carondelet  a  letter*  dated  New 
Madrid,  January  3, 1797. 

To  Governor  Gayoso  a  letter,  dated  New  Mad- 
Hd,  Jfanuary  3,  1797. 

To  Governor  Carondelet  a  letter,  dated  Natchez, 
Jirne  4,  1797.  -  ,    . 

To  Don  Andres  Armesto,  Secretary  of  the 
Government  of  Louisiana^ a  letter,  dated  Natchei, 
Jupe  4, 1797. 

To  Governor  Gay o^.  a  letter,  dated  at  New 
Orleans,  December  5, 1797. 

And  this  deponent  luriher  states,  that  the  la%t- 
mentioned  letter,  writteit  by  him  to  Gov.  Gayoso, 
was  his  report  concerning  the  mission  on  which 
be  had  been  sent  by  the  Baron  de  Carondelet  to 
General  Wilkinson  and  others,. as  stated  in  the 
Baron's  letter  to  him,  the  deponent)  dated  MHy 
26,  1797,  which  report  was  mAde  to  Governor 
Gayoso, as  sue<^ssor  in  the  Government  of  Loui* 
aiaoa,  to  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  who  was  ap- 
pointed to,  and  departed  for,  the  Govecnn\ent  of 
Quito,  in  the  absence  of  the  deponent  whilst  em- 
ployed on  the  befbre-mehtioned  mission. 

THOMAS  POWER.  ^ 

Sworn  find  s.ub»cribed  before  me,  in  New. Or- 
leans, March  18, 1809.   . 

E.  FITCH,  J.  P. 


,    New  Madrid,  June  21,. 1796. 

Sir:  1  arrived  at  this  post  yesterday  afcet^ 
noon.  As  this  is  not  a  proper  time  to  enter  into 
the  details  of  my  journey  with  Mr.  S.,  nor  to  com* 
iDunicate  to  you  the  observations  on  iche  subject 
to  which  vou  have  lo  strongly  recommended  to 
me  to  apply  my  attention,  I  shall  confine  myself 
simply  to  relate  to  you  the  situation  in  which  1 

am  with  respect  to  the  commission  which  « 

gave  me,  to  take  charge  of  the  mt>ney  which  you 
jent  to  the  commandant  of  this  post  to  be  sent  to 
him. 

1  arrived  at  Ciiicinnati  the  19th  of  May.  

was  then  at  Greenville.  Not  io  ^ive  rise  to  any 
suspicions,  I  thought  it  was  prudent  not  to  set 
out  for  headquarters  without  having  previously 
obtained  permission  to  go  there  from  General 
Wilkinson,  who  commanded  , there.  This  per- 
mistiion  did  not  arrive  until  the  3Ut.  The  2d  of 
June  I  went  there,  and  delivered  to  -^^-  the  de- 
spatches of  which  Mr.  8.  had  taken  charg^e,  and 
which  he  had  found  it  impossible  to  send  in  any^ 
other  manner;  without  exposing  them  to  the  risk' 
of  falling  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies.  I  re- 
peated to  him  the  conversation  1  had  with  the 
Intends nt  and  Don  Andres  on  the  subject  of  the 
money  in  question,  and  of  the  means  we  had 


devised  to  send  it  to  him  withoot  ronning  the  risk, 
which  were,  that  under  the  preteit  of  making i 
commercial  voyage,  I  should  ascend  the  Ohio  to 
the  falls,  or  Cincinnati,  with  a  cargo  of  sopr. 
coffee,  powder,  6LCy^  all  in  barrels,  each  one  of 
which  should  contain  a  certain  quantity  of  dolUn. 
These  precautions  appeared  to  him  so  wise,  ibit 
he  detained  me.as  short  a  time  as  possible,  witboot 
giving  umbrage,  and  sent  me  on  with  verbal  or- 
ders to  receive  from  the  commandant  at  New 
Madrid,  the  money  which  was  placed  in  bis 
hands  tor  him,  and  to  give  him  a  receipt  for  ii 
When  I  suggested  to  him  that  it  would  be  oecfs- 
sary,  perhaps,  tbat  Lshould  present  to  the  said  eoo- 
manda.nt  an  order  from  him,  he  observed  to  me 
that^  not  knowing  how  many  dollars  the  said  cod- 
mandant  had  received,  to  be  delivered  to  his  or- 
der, it  was  imposible  for  him  to  specify  the  son 
which  I  ought  to  receive;  adding  that  he  wai 
surprised  that  I>cm  Andres  had  not  designated  ia 
his  letter  (which  was  the  only  one  of  tho»e  whiei 
he  had'  received  in  which  the  mpney  was  mes- 
lioned)  what  was  the  sum  that  had  been  sent  to 
New  Madrid ;  ^  besides;^  he  added^  '^1  fiod  m/- 
self  in  so  critical  a  position,  and  surrounded  br  so 
many  enemies,  that  to  ffive  you  an  order  is  vrft- 
ing  would  expose  myself  to  infallible  raia,aDd  to 
the  failnreof  a  nroiect  which  we-  have  labored  at 
90  many  years."  lie  authorized  meevenfSiiKehe 
could  not^ive  the  order  in  writing,  which  ladxd 
from  biia,  and  the  commandant  would  not  hare 
understood  if  if  he  had  given  oieone  in  cipher, to 
write  an  order  myself  in  his  name,  and  to  prcsest 
it  to  the  commandant  if  it  should  happen  that  he 
made  sny  difficulty.  Yesterday,  as  I  have  alreadf 
had  the  honor  to  inform  you,  I  ctoie  here,  asd 
this  morning  1  applied  to  tbe  comaiandaot  for 
— i^-'s  money.  The  oolv  answer  he  gave  wa^ 
to  show  mc  your  official  letter,  dated  the  Sdth 
Januifry,1796.in  which  you  order  him  todeiirer 
the  iiine  thotisaiid  six  hundred  and  fortf  dollars 
only  to  the  person  who  should  present  u  order 
from  the  said to  that  effect ;  then  1  com- 
municated to  him  what  had  pateed  betweeo  — 
and  me,  and  to  give  him  complete  satis&etioo. 
and  convince  him  that  I  had  t|ie  eoofidesceot 
— — «,  and  his  order  to  receive  the  money  io  ques- 
tion, I  thought  it  my  indispensable  duty  to  eoier 
with  him  into  certain  details  which,  under  aof 
other  circumstances,  1  should  not  have  permit- 
ted myself  to  do.  I  presume  that  Mr.  PortelJ 
will  communicate  to  you  all  that  took  place  be^ 
tween  us,  together  with  a  copy  off  be  letter  whicb 
I  thought  1  could  not  avoid  writing  to^hiio*  ^ 
hope,  sir,  that  you  will  approve  of  the  condoct 
whicn  I  have  pursued  in  these  djificult  sod  em- 
barrassing circumstances,  and  I  beg  yoo  to  be 
persnaded  that  It  has  been  regulated  solelf  by 
the  active  z<>al  which  animates  me  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  King^  and  which  1  dare  flatter  mysdf 
will  more  and  more  secuie  to  me  your  confideoee. 
Pelicacy  prevents  my  tracing  to  vou  the  pietore 
of  the  position  of-*—,;  rhe  detail  which  I  cobM 
make  at  the  same  time  that  it  would  afflict  yon, 
would  convince  you  of  the  necessity  of  the  steps 
which  I  have  t«ken,  as  well  as  the.  parity  aod 
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"T 


lisimerestedness  of  my  intentloos*  I  hare  d^« 
irered  to  Don  T.  Portell  to  be  forwarded  to  you 
I  note  from  -^--.  He  bejfged  roe  to  ioform  yoii 
hat  tbe  rooltiplicityof  his  occupations  did  ilot 
termtt  him  at  this  moment  to  enlarse^  but  that 
\e  would  write  to  you  more  in  djetail  at  my  re- . 
I  hare  also* put  into  tbe  hands  of  Cfte  com- , 


am. 

nandaot  ja  note  of  the  same  from  -— —  for  the 
jorernor  of  Natchez.  The  motives  which.* hare 
ruided  me  in  all  this  affair,  which  lire  the  desire 
!f  not  losing  any.  time  in  flying  to  the  relief  of 
— ,  and  (the  perfect  conrlciion  I  hare^thar,  in 
ioiog  so,  I  enter  completely  into  your  views,  do 
lot  permit  me  to  write  to  you  to  the  extent  which 
'.  had  proposed  ;  but  1  will  not  neglect,  to  do' it 
)efore  my  departure  for  Cincinnati.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,'8ir,  with  the  most  plro- 
oQod  respect  and  tbe  most  perfect  devotion,  yQur 
Dostbbedient  servant,  dbc. 

To  the  Baron  db  Carondelet,  dbc.    - 


.J 


No.  21. 
New  Madrid,  June  27, 1796. 

Sir:  I  arrived  at  this  place  yesterday  afternoon. 
Ay  return  has  been  delayed  nearly  one  month  be- 
rond  tbe  time  I  had  calculated. upon.    Mr.  S.  and 

parted  at  Cincinnati,  tbe  19th  of  last  month ; 
le  was  then  not  perfectly  in  bealthj  and  a  good 
leal  worsted  by  his  journey,  wbiqb,  owing  to 
be  uncommon  sei^erity  of  the  weather,  had  been 
ittended  with  more  fatigue  than  we  expect^. to 
ocounter.  At  some  future,  and  not  distant  pe- 
iod,  I  will  do  myself  the  honor  of  laying  before 
rou  some  of  the  particulars  of  out  travels,  and 
he  reflections  that  occasionally  pressed  tnem* 
elves  on  our  minds.    The.  situation  into  which 

am  thrown,  by  a  concurrence  of  circumstances, 
iriginating  in  a  want  of  foresight,  is  far  from 
leiog  pleasant.  Indulge  me  with  a  few  minutes 
alienee,  and  I  will  acquaint  you  with  It.  S — r^^ 
it  Cincinnati,  gave  me  charge  of  the  letters  he 
tad  received  for  — '— ;  who  was  at  |hat  time  at 
jrreenville.  The  vigilance  and  activity  of  his 
neoiies  made  it  unsafe  to  trust  them  to  any  or- 
linary  conveyance ;  I  therefore  resolved  to  carry 
hem  myself;  but  not  to  attract  the  eye  of  sus- 
Mcion,  and  ev^n  to  remove  the  shadow  of  it.  I 
adged  it  necessary  to  remain  at  Cincinnati  until  I 
ibtained  permission  from  Qen.  Wilkinson  to  visit 
leadquaners^  where  he  commanded.  Raving  ob- 
tined  it,  I  proceeded  thither  without  delay,  aiid 
irrived  thete  the  second  of  Jane,  and  delivered 
he  letter.  — >  asked  .me  what,  arrangements 
lad  been  made  to  have  the  money  forwarded  to 
lim.  I  informed  him  that  I  had  agreed  with 
)on  Andres,  who  appeared  to  have  the  nHinage* 
nent  of  that  business,  thai  I  should  proceed  up 
he  Ohio  with  the  barge  in  which  Lieutenant  A. 
jlregg  returned  to  Massac,  with  a  earsa of  sugar, 
:oSee,  dbo.,  in  barrels,  and  that,  to  elude  the  graa^p 
!ven  of  conjecture,  the  money  should  be  put  by 
mall  quantities  into  the  bartels;  that  I  was  to 
lavp  the  selection  of  the  boat's  crew,  from  among 
he  Creoles  and  Canadians^  living  at  this  place, 


derstood  the  sugar  and  coffee  had  been  sent  up 
with,  the  dollars.  Pleased  with  these  precao* 
tions,  which  to  him  appeared  well  calculated  te 
lull  suspicion," blind  the  inquisitive;  avert  danger, 
and  insure  success,  he  gave  me  verbal  orders  to 
tak^  charge  of  the  iti6ney<  proceed  with  all  possi^ 
ble  dispi|tch  to  Njew  Madrid,  and  return  speedily 
to  Cincinnati.  The  reason  for  his  not  giving^  me 
an  order  by  writing  is  obvious:  it  might  (Hi  into 
the  l^ands  of  his  enemies,  an  event  that  Was  within 
the  scope  of  possible  cdntingencies,  and  which 
would  inevitably  have  involved him«  with  perhapa 
some  of  hi^  friends,  in  destruction,  and,  in  one  mo* 
ment,  have  blasted  aacheme,  in  the  prosecution  of 
which  h^  h'ad  devdted  his  talents,  laDo/>  And  time, 
and  have  crc^wned  the  best  founded  hopes  with 
the  bitterness  of  disappointment.  This  he  thought 
was  poUiflg  too  much  at  stake;  and  to  have 
given 'me  an  order  in  cipher  wouhd  uiuloubtedlj 
hs^ve  been  useless,  for  it  would  have  been  unintei* 
ligible  .to  the  commandant.  To  obviate  as  mOch 
as  possible  th(^  difficulties,  l^e  authorized  me,  if 
necessary,  40  write  an  order  myself,  and  sign  hia 
name.     I. cannot  otnit  another  cogent  reason 

which  would  not  ^llow to  give  me  such  an 

order,  was,  that  he  knew  not  what  sum  of  mo- 
ney had  been  sent  for  him  to  New  Madrid,  and 
could  nnt^thtfir^ore,  specify  what  I  was  to  receive. 
He  informed  me,  that  neither  you  nor  the.  Baron 
had  mentioned  in  your  letters  ^.sy  liable  ai>09t  said 
monevy  and  that  Dob  Andrea  alone 'writes  him, 
that  the  money  had  been  conveyed  to  New  Mad- 
rid, without  specifying  the  sum.  This  he  was 
not  a  little  surprised  at.  >  I  left  Greenville  on  the 
9th,  and- proceeded  to  this  place.  This  morning 
I  aoqufttnted  the  oommdndant  with <my  commis- 
sion; on  this  he  showed  me.  a  letter  from  the 
Governor  of  the  province,  ordering  him  to  deli- 
ver the  money  only  to  the  person  >who  should 
present  him  an  order  from  — — ;  assuring  me,  at 
the  sinpae  time,  that  neither  coffee  nor  sug^r  had 
been  sent  for  tbe  purpose  alrelldy  mentioned.  I 
expostulated  in  vain  with  him.    Mortified  and 

shocked  with  the^  thoughts  of  what would 

suffer  by  any  further  delay  In  this  business,  which, 
by  a  hostile  combination  of  events,  has  been  pro- 
tracted soJonfiT,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  lay  before 
tlie  commandant  certain  circumstances,  which 
the  exigencies  of  the  case  aloiie  can  Warrant. 
This,  however,  had  the  desired  eiSect,  by  prevail- 
ing upon  him  to  accede  t6  my  proposals.  Enclosed 
you  will  receive  a  copy  bf  what  I  have  written 
to  him.  My  conduct  on  this  occasion,  I  hope 
Will  meet  your  approbation.  I  can  with  confi- 
dence assert,  that  it  has  been  dictated  solely  by 
my  zeal  for  thesfi^vice  of  the  King,  my  attach- 


ment to 


and  a  desire  to  serve  him.    Aa 


aoon  as  the  barge  arrives  from  St.  Fernando, and 
everything  got  in  readiness,  I  will  proceed  up 
the  river  without  any  loss  of  time.  — -*  expecta 
me  by  the  first  of  August.  I  assured  him  so  po^ 
itiv^ly  that  my  absenee  should  not  extend  beyond 
that  period,  that  if  he  is  disappointed  he  will  be 
tormented  with  the  most  p^iniul  anxiety.  I  am 
informed  that  you  have  been  appointed  Governor 


ir  on  board  the  King's  galleys;  and  that  1  nn-  |  of  the  province;  permit  me  to  congratulate  yon 
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mi 


oa  ihe  event,  and  assure  you  that  I  rank  amongst 
the  foremost  who  sincerHjr  rejoice  at  it.  Not  to 
detain  the  boat  that  is  going  to  St.  Fernando,  I 
am  obliged  to  close  this,  and  defer  writing  to  you 
more  at  length  to  a  more  ieisiire  -hour. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  jespect  and 
consideration,  yours,  d^. 

Don  Qatobo  db  LsMOa,  ^e.    . 


New  Madrid,  Jaamary  3,  IT'S?. 

Sir:  I  arrived  at  this  post  the  first  of  last 
month.  I  intended  to  announce  to  you  this  visit 
in  person,  but  the  most  contrariant  events  have 
prevented  me,  and  do  not  yet  permit  ^me  to  set 
out  for  New  Orleans,  to  reader  you  ^n  aoeount 
of  ray  mission,  ia  which  I  have  succeeded  in 
spite  of  the  opposition  of  Wayne.  I  should  h»ve 
already  returned  to  the  capital,  if  I  had  myself 

been  the  bearer  of  the  letters  of %  which  I 

have  received  spme  days  since  by  Mr.  Nolan. 
The^zettes,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  s^nd  )rou 
with  this,  will  inform  you  of  tha  motives  which 
prevented  — -^  from  putting  them  under  my  care!. 
Vou  will  see  there,  also,  the  manner  In  whinh 
I  have  been  treated  by  the  cirders  of  General 
Wayne.  There  are  certain  details  which  it 
would  be  imprudent  to  exhibit  to  the  eyes  of  the 

Eublic.  but  which  J  will  communicate  when  I 
ave  the  honor  of  seeing  your  Excellency. 
In  the  instructions  which  accompainy  the  let? 

tars  of ^  lie  fives  me  the  most  pressing  orders 

to  go  without  delay  to  New  Orleans,  and  from 
thence  to  Philadelphia,  where  my  presence  is 
indispensable.  In  consequence  thereof^  I  have 
made  an  application  to  the  Commandant  Lassus 
for  the  barge  in  which  I  made  my  iast.voyage. 
which  he  has  put  at  my  disposition;  and  1  should 
have  set  out  the  22d  of  December  if  a  frost  had 
not  happened,  the  hardest  ever  known  in  this 
country,  wbicn  froze  the  Mississippi  the  distance 
of  several  toises  from  iu  banks.  The  river  is 
atill  in  the  same  state,  and  carries  down  so  neat 
a  quantity  of  cakes  of  ice  that,  to  undertake  to 
descend  it  in  any  kind  of  vessel,  except  a  little 
boat,  would  be  exposing. one's  self  to  inevitable 
ahipwreck.  As  soon  as  the  rigorous  cold,  which 
yet  prevails,  shall  have  ceased,  and  the  river  shall 
be  cleared  of  ice,  so  that  it  may  be  navigated,  yoii 
may  be  persuaded  that  I  shall  not  delay  my  de- 
parture an  instant.  If  I  dp  not  send  the  letters 
of*—,  it  is  because  I  do  not  wish  to  go  beyond 
his  orders.  He  enjoined  me,  in  the  most  express 
and  urgent  manner,  not  to  part  with  them  until 
I  could  deliver  them  to  you  in  person.  1  dare 
flatter  myself,  that  when  I  shall  have  imparted 
to  you  the  motives  of  my  conduct  in  all  this  busi- 
ness, which  is  so  very  difficult  and  delicate,  you 
will  not  refuse  me  jour  approbation ;  at  least  1 
do  not  hesitate  to  assure  you  that  my  intentions 
merit  it. 

I  believe  it  is  essential  that  you  should  know 
that  the'suspicions  which  I  Communicated  1 1  you, 
on  the  subject  of  General  Collot,  were  but  toe 
well  founded.  He  is  sent  by  **Mr.  Adet  to  fulfil 
the  mission  in  which. Mr  Egron  failed."    The 


person  from  whom  I  have  this  refaaedioteoql 
it.  To  tell  you  who  it  is,  ja  this  time,  vooldhe 
risking  too  much.  When  I  shall  bare  nanei 
him,  you  will  not  d^bt  of  what  I  adraoce.  Tkii 
same  person  has  pomised  me  that,  at  my  r«uin 
from  Philadelphia  J  he  would  comnaoieateett' 
tain  details,  very  interesting  for  ikis  piortMt 
As  I  hope  to  be  in  town  almost  u  soon  as  tb 
courier, I  will  no  longer  abuse  joor  paiieBec,ui 
take  Up  your  precious  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  devotioD  aid  re- 
spect, yoikr  most  obedient  servant 

Baron  on  Carordrlbt.  . 


No  21 


New  Madrid,  Jattuarjf  3, 1797. 

Sir:  I  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  first  of  list 
month,  and  have  been  detained  here  by  a  cob* 
currence  of  unlucky  circumstaaces.  — hii 
ordered^  me  to  stay  here  until  Nolan  thooidn- 
rive  with  his  letters.  Mr.  Nolan  did  not  arrife 
before  the  17ih  or  18th  of  December.  Ins 
ready  to  aeX  off  od  the  22d,  when  the  sererest 
frost  ever  known  in  this  country  suddeolf  to 
the  river  for  a  great  distance  from  its  buU  it 
still  contioues  frozen,  and  such  vast  quutities of 
ice  float  down  the  part  tbt|t  is  not  frozen,  tint,  to 
attempt  to  go  down  it  in  anything  hot i  snail 
canoe,  would  be  rushing  into  the  jaws  ofdati 
I  enclose  you  two  newspapers^  by  which  jot 
will  learn  the  manner  m  which  I  bare  been 
treated  in' the  United  Slates,  and  why  —  dw 
not  venture  to  trust  me  with  any  papers.  1>R 
happv,  however,  to  acquaint  you,  that  Ideli«iw 
my  coarge  in  safety.  1  do  noi  transmit  yoii  — » 
letters,  not  to  depart  from  his  orders,  which  j«, 
not  to  let  them  out  my  hands  upon  any  coD$iiie|' 
aiion,  but  to  deliver  them  persoDalljr  to  yoo;  loff, 
besides,  I  expect  to  be  with  you  almost  assooa 
as  the  bearer  of  this.  After  I  sbill  ban  ex- 
plained to  you,  at^Natch^,  the  motiTftofmy 
conduct  through  the  whole  of  this  deliette and 
difficult  business,  I  flatter  myself  it  will  meet 
with  your  approbation.  „ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respect,  your  W- 
cellency's  most  obedient  atid  roost  hamhw  ser- 
vant. ' 

His  Eztellency  Governor  6Aro80. 

,  W.— Depomtion  of  KUidi&  Wisten. 
I,  the  undersigned,  certify  and  declaic,  than 
was  an  inhabitant  of  Kentucky  in  the  years  n» 
'89,  and  W ;  that  General  Wilkinsoa  was  then  «• 
gaged  in  commerce  between  KeDtackyaDd^ 
Orleans ;  that  the  General  made  a  small  m^ 
of  tobacco,  in  the  Spring  of  1791,  not  more  m 
two  boats,  under  the  care  of  Captaio  WiitoO|'»< 
of  which  sunk  on  the  Ohio,  and  two  or  three  li(f^ 
heads  of  tobacco  landed  on  the  bank;  theoi&s 
boat  landed  in  New  Orleans  a  few  days  W^ 
arrived  in  that  port,  find  if  there  were  aoy  a^ 
arrivals  (the  property  of  the  General) "  J^^ 
known  to  me.  1  further  sute  that,  m  tb<  f  , 
1791, 1  became  a  citizen  of  New  Orleao**  •»; 
that  the  General  might  have  made  a  sbipoBO'  w 
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ifti  part  10  1792,  bat  it  wte  sot  probable,  olher- 
ise  I  should  have  ha4  some  knowledge  of  it. 
at  this  is  itn probable,  becaiise  in  the  year  1790 
was  in  New  Orleans.  The  residence  of  Qot- 
rnor  Biiro  <wat  thea  abont  two  leagues  from  the 
ityi  a  message  came  lo  me  tbat  the  Qorenior 
rished  to  see  me  at  ^bis  bouse  the  next  day. 
iccordingly  I  waited  on  his  Excelleney.  Be 
lade  strict  inquiry,  coiicerning  the  Gknetal,  and 
whether  there  were  afiy  tobacco  coming  or  not, 
r  whether  the  General  was  cominff  iiimself* 
1  aoswered  that  I  knew  nothing  of  tbe  General's 
amiog,  nor  of  any  tobacco  dn  its  wa)r.  Hetben 
lid  that  the  General  bad  treated  bim  very  ill, 
Dd  if  be  could  not  baTe  complied  witb  bis  tour 
act,  he  -ought  to  bare  sent  a  man  in  a  canoe 
ith  information.  He  then  repeated  it  agftin, 
ith  great  warmth,  saying,  I  will  not  write  aim, 
at  you  must  tell  hiin,  from  me,  tbat  be  has  be- 
ared Very  improperly,  and  my  disappointment 
very  great.  Tbis*  was  expressed  wilb  much 
ftssion. 

QoTernor  Mird  took  bis  departure  from  New 
hrieans  in  tbe  year  of  1792.  To  my  knowledge 
lere  was  no  tobacco  received-. /or  tbe  King's 
le,  after  tbe  arriyal  of  tbe  Baron  Oarondelet. 
.  proclamation  was  isstxed,  before  the  depiarture 
r  Governor  Miro,  tbat  no  more  tobacco  would 
8  received  in  tbe  king's  storey  for  bis  Majesty's 
le. 

I,  tbe  undersigned,  farther  state,  tbat,  about 
le  year  1796, 1  was  on  a  visit  at  New  Madrid, 
ad,  at  tbe  bouse  of  tbe  commandant,  beard  bim 
lake  some-  observations  wbiob  1  could  not'  un- 
erstand,  and  applied  to  tbe  interpreter  for- aaf 
tplanation;  be  answered  tbat  the  commandant 
id  in  bis  chamber  a  ^panisb  lady  going  to  GKen- 
al  Wilkinsoti.  This  laised  my  curiosity*  I 
ade  further  inquiry^  and  found  it  to  bea  chest 
dollars  (as  much' as  four  or  fifre  bien  could 
indle)  from  the  Spanish  Govemmeat  to  G^a- 
al  Wilkinson*  This  I  thought  strfinffe  indeed, 
n  being  fully  satisfied,  jn  a  verv  skort  time 
)er,  I  took  my  departure  for  tbe  nils  of  Ohio, 
fter  baring  been  about  four  or  five  days  on  my 
>yage,  1  met  a  certain  Mr.  rowsr  (an  old  ac* 
laiDtance)  descending  tbe  Obio,  Who  informed 
e  that  be  was  from  headquarters,  on  bis  way 
New  Madrid,  for  a  cargo  of  ffroeeries.  This 
mvinced  me  tbat  what  I  had  learned  at  -New 
!adrid,  was  true,  and  tbat  be  was  on  bis  way  to 
iliant  tlie  Spanisb  lady  to  headquarters.  I  then 
itermined  to  make  all  possible  despatch  to  the 
Us  in  order  to  give  information  of  tbe  agproacb 
'  so  valuable  a  creature^  Accordingly,  on  my 
rival  at  the  falls,  1  immediately  gave  laforona- 
9n  to  General  Wfeyoe  that  1  had  liiscavered,  at 
ew  Madrid,  a  royal  chest  on  its  way.  to  the 
rmy  of  the  United  States,  and  that  this  chest, 
getber  with  the  despatches  that  accompanied 
,  "Should  be  important,  and  that  if  be  would  send 
•  me  in  Lexington  a  confidential  person,  I  would. 
>mmunicate  to  bim  the  particulars.  Accord- 
g^ly,  fb  a  very  short  time,  1  was  visited  by  a 
ajor  Swann,  to  whom  I  communicated  tbe 
bole  afiair,  aad  aasufed  .the  major  that:  if  im^ 


mediate  and  proper  steps  were  taken  to  meet  Mr* 
Power,  on  the.  Ohio',  an  important  discovery 
would  be  made.  The  major  immediately  re- 
turned; and,  as  I  have  been  informed,  a  certain 
Lieutenant  Steel,  was  dispatched  on  this  busi- 
ness', and'  met  the  aforesaid  Power  on  tbe  Ohio^ 
but  did,  not  search  bis  boat,  and  permitted  him 
to  proceed  on  bis  voyage.  I  afterwards  saw  my 
letter  of  information  to  General  Wayne,  in  tha 
War  OflSee  in  tbe  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the* 
hands  of  Mr.  McHenry,  then  Secretary  or  War. 

Tbe  deponent  further  states  that  he  was  led  to- 
make  partictilar  inqairy  of  tbe  Spanisb  interpret 
ter  at  New  Madrid,  as  aforesaid,  from  tbe  cir- 
cniiistance  of  seeing  a  post,  which 'appeared 
roU|th  and  newly  made,  apparently  supporting 
the^ipper  floor  of  the  room  in  which  the  com- 
mandant then  was. 

ELISHA  WINTERS. 

• 

Wa8BInoton  Countt,  ss. 

On  this  l^tb  April,  1810,  before  the  subscriben 
1  justice  of  the  peace  for  said,  county,  appeared 
Elisha  Winters,  and  made  oath,  in  due  form  of 
law,  that  the.  abote  and  foregoing  facts  are  true  to 
tbe  best  of  bis  belief  and  recollection. 

Sworn  before  .     DANIEL  RAPINE,    v 

No.  S5,— Bradford's  sfiM avit. 

Sometime  between  the  10th  and  20th  days  of 
January,  1807,  in  conversation  with  General 
Wilkinson  on' the  subject  of  publications  in  tbe 
Western  World,  I  expressed  a  belief  that  some 
of  the  charges  there  brought  against  him  (tbe 
General)  were  true;  and  remarked  that  they 
were  generally  credited  in  Kentucky.  I  noticed 
tbe  immense  sums  of.  money  be  expended,  as 
tending  to  impress  a  belief  that  he  had  some 
othei'  resource  than  his  pay  and  emoluments  as 
Commander-in-Chief  of  tbe  Army.  1  informed 
him  that  I  had  beard  it  very^oofideotly  asserted 
that  tbe  nu>ney  he  paid  to  John  McDonough  for 
sus^ars,  when,  the  Americans  took  possession  of 
thi^  country,  was  received  from  the  Marquis  de 
Casa  Calvo.  The  General  declared  the  report 
fkl«e,  and  raised  to  ruin  him ;  that  he  had  received 
the  money  from  Lieutenant  Taylor  for  extra 
services,  Shortly  after  this  cqnversation  with 
General  Wilkinson,  I  had  one  oq  the  same  sub- 
ject with  Governor  Claiborne^  He  told  me  that 
when  he  first  heard  of  the  purchase  of  sugars  by 
the  General,  he  was  inclined  ^o  believe  that  he 
bad  come  by  the  money,  with  which  he  made  tbe 
purchase,  corruptly;  bat  that  be  bad  an  explana- 
tion of  the  afiair  with  General  Wilkinson,  who 
had  removed  every  suspicion  from  his  mind,  and 
added,  that  the  Genera)  received  the  money  from 
Lieutenant  Taylor,  then  military  agent,  for  extra 
services  in  running  lines. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  shown  it  to 
Governor  Claiborne,  who  agrees  to  the  facta 
stated  witb  this  correction  :  that,  instead  of  say- 
ing he  *^  was  inclined  to  believe  tbat  he  had  coma 
by  the  money,  with  which  he  made  the  purchase, 
corruptly,'*  he  believed  **all  was  not  right."  And 
tbat  instead  of  saying,  "  the  General  received  tbe 
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money  from  Ltieutenant  Taylor,  then  military 
^g^Dt,  for  extra  services  in  runniog  lines,**  he 
aaid,  '^tbe  Oeneral  received  4be  money  from 
Lieuteoant  Taylor  for  drafts  on  the  United 
States:"  and  he  ^  had  beard  that  Che  drafts  were 
for  extra  services  in.  runninff  lines  and  making 
Indian  treaties;"  that  he  held  these  conyers'ations 
frequently,  and  recollects  one  on  this  subject 
with  the  undersigned  in  the  Winter  of  1807. 

JAMES  M.  BRADFORD. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  at  the  city  of  New 
Orl^ns.  this  ITlh  day  of  March.  1809,  before  me, 
^  SAMUEL  D.  EARLE,  J.  P, 


I.  B.p^Deposition  of  Isaac  Briggs,  April  14,  1810. 

WASHrKGTO.N  ClTY, 

13/A  of  Me  4/A  manth,  1810. 

Bbortly  after  I  arrived  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory a^  surveyor  of  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  Autumn  of  the  year  1803, 
William  C.  C.  Claiborne,  then  Governor  of  the 
said  Territory,  told  me  that  Daniel-Clarke  had 
some  time  before  made  to  him  a  proposition  to 
put  himself  (Claiborne)  at  the  head  of  all  the 
fbrce  he  could  raise^  mardli  to  New.Prleans.  and- 
take  forcible  possession  of  that  citv.  That  $100,- 
000  would  be  at  his  (Claiborne's)  disposal ;  and 
that  General  Wilkinson,  with  all  the  power  in 
his  command,  would  co-operate  in  the  enterprise; 
and  that  soon  afterwards,  Richard  Reynold  Keen 
showed  him  (Claiborne)  a  written  but  anony- 
mous paper,  which  he  believed  to  be  in  the  hand- 
writing of  General  Wilkinson,  and  which  .con- 
tained an  assurance  thfit  the  General  would 
eo-operate  in  such  an  enterprise.  This  informa- 
tion the  said  Governor  Claiborne  repeated,  and 
Hose  Browse  Trist,  sinoe  deceased,  confiriped 
to  Robert  Williams,  late.  Governor  of  the  Mis- 
aissippi  Territory, ^and  myself,  in  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  in  tHe  second  moath  of  tbe  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  four.     * 

About  the  beginning  of  the 'tenth  month,  in 
the  year  1806,  at  the  town  of  Washington,  in  the 
Mississij^pi  Territory,  I  told  General  James  Wil- 
kinson 1  had  been  informed  that  he  had  received, 
previously  to  his  leaving  New  Orleans  in  1804, 
from  the  officers  of  the  Spanish  Government, 
about  ten  thousand  dollars  of  a  late  Mexican 
coinage,  in  Campeachy  bags.  He  replied  it  was 
fact;  he  had  received  about  that  sum,  in  the 
manner  stated,  and  fl'om  the  Spanish  officers,  but 
that  it  was'  due  to  him  on  account  of  former 
mercantile  contracts  with  the  Spanish  Govern* 
ment. 

Having  nerer  taken  any  notes  or  memoran- 
dums, the  above  statement  is  from  memorv.     x 

ISAAC  BRIGGS. 

WAaBlNGTON  Conn TT,  M  : 

On  this  13th  of  Aprilj  1810,  before  the  sub* 
scriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  county, 
appeared  Isaac  Briggs,  and  affirmed  ^  that  the 
facts  stated  in  the  foregoing  instrument  of  writ- 
ing are  just  and  true,  to  the  best  of  his  belief. 

Affirmed  before    .        DANIEL  RAPINE. 


Papere  relative  to  the  iecond  poini  of  wtfm^. 

No.  34« — Mr  Power's  narrative  and  depQBtiottRf|M>  ! 
ing  his  miasioB  in  179&. 

In  the  year  1795  Gtoveroor  Gbyoso  iscnM  I 
the  river  Mississippi,  commmndiag  the  Kii^ 
galleys  and  troops,  destined  to  erect  tnd  garritoi  | 
the  fort  of  San  Fernando  de  las  BarrsDctt,(Cbieih  ' 
asaw  Bluffs,)  where  be  remaiaed,  I  htWtn^  , 
ai>out  two,  months,  or  perhaps  loager;  lodifur 
having,  by  his  presence,  given  spirit  and  sctiritf 
to  the  works;  proceeded  to  New  Madrid,  la- 1 
mediately  on  his  arrival,  which  was  is  \kt  be 
ginning  of  September,  1795,  he  informed  Capua 
Don  Th6mas  Portell.  the  commaodaDt.  liut  ki 
had  despatches  of  the  greatest  importsoee  tt 
forward  to  Kentucky^  and  desired  himtoproeoic 
^  person  on  w(iom  be  could  depend  cu  uke 
c hnrge  of  them .  Portell  spoke  to  u^e  on  the  ssb* 
ject.  As  travelling  was  then  my  roliog  passion, 
I  proposed,  without  hesitation,  to  noderuke  the 
journey.  It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  observe, 
that  I  had  already  been  sent  hj  said  PorteUlo 
Kentucky  on  two  occasions;  the  first,  at  (be  be 
ginning  of  1794^  to  keep  an  eye  oo  tlie  oor^ 
ments  and  progress  of  what  is  geoerallj  koowo 
by  the  iiame  ofGenet's  expedition  agaillktLoQi^ 
iana,  headed  by  Clarke  and  Li  Chaise;  tad  the 
second,  to  accompany  the  Spaniards  ibat  bid 
murdered  Mr.  Henry  Owens,  the  bearer  of  Geo- 
eral  Wilkinson's  86,000,  concemiog  which  I 
have  given  my  affidavit  under  this  date.  As  I 
had  acquitted  myself  of  my  commiasioDsoKh 
to  his  satisfaction,  he  bad  reeommeadcd  ok 
stron|tly  to  the  Governor. 

Without  less  of  time  a  pirogue,  hands,  aad 
provisions,  were  got  ready;  mad  I  set  offfroa 
New  Madrid  on  theGth  of  September,  and  resched 
the  Red  Banks  on -the  sixth  day.  Herelvu 
detained  by  a  bilious  fever  qdiII  the  24ih,  on 
which  day  I  ^et  off  by  land  and  arrived  ii  Cin- 
cinnati on  the  3d  of  October,  haviog  delafed  ooe 
day  at  Lexington.  The  day  after  mramull 
delivered  my  despatehea  to  General  WtlhiowD. 
agreeably  to  my  orders.  When  I  left  NewMifl- 
rid,  I  wak  only  half  in  the  secret  of  the  object  oi 
my  mission ;.  bat  the  Ckneral  disclosed  the  whole 
plot  to  me,  which  was  a  separation  of  the  West- 
ern from  the  Eastern  States,  such  u  appesrs  n 
Jodee  Sebastian's  Irial.  After  some  dsKsny 
■at  Cincinnati  I  prooeeded  op  the  Ohio  ss  fir « 
Gallipolis,  in  obedience  to  General  Wiikw<^ 
orders,  which  I  had  been  ioatrncted  hf  Giyatf 
implicitly  to  follow,  i  returned  to  Cinciooau 
on  the  8th  of  November,  and  left  that  piseeoi 
the  14th  with  Wilkinsoti'^  answers,  haviDg  ^ 
casionally  dined  with  the  General,  «od  bariDS 
had  sererml  nocturnal  conferences  with  hiato 
Fort  Washington.  * 

In  his  letter  in  cipher  to  Gayoso,  ^^P^^^ 
22, 1706,  he  refers  him  to  what  I  shoQi<I  reM 
communicate  to  bim,  which  was  ss  fwio^ 
That  I  must  immediately  return  lo  M  Btnv. 
where  i  should  meet  the  following  geBtleoeo,or 
at  least  two  of  them,  viz:  Messrs.  BengJJ 
Sebaatian^  Henry  Innea,  John  Mttrfay,ud  GcoT 
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Hcholati,  whom  I  was  to  eoBTey  to  the  month 
r  the  Ohio,  there  to  have  aa  interview  with 
rayoso.  I  have  already  meotioned  that  the  plttn 
r  separation  was  such  as  appears  in  Sebaslian's 
rial;  on  which  subject  WiiKinsoa  directed  me 
3  lay  the  follpwiDg^  observations  before  Garon- 
elet  and  Grayoso.  However,  before  I  proceed 
ny  further,  it  wiN  not  be  improper  to. state  that 
ITiikinson  received  a  letter  some  time  after  from 
rayoso,  expressive  of  much  discontent  and  ee- 
roach  for  having  imprudently  communiqated  to 
le  the  whole  extent  of  their  plots.  This  1  bad 
cm  Wiikinso4B  himself.  [Here  follow  the  ob- 
^rvatioDs.]  In  this  I'  am  confident  that  I  am 
erfectly  correct,  as  I  committed  them  to  paper 
t  the  time,  «nd  i;fhich  t  wilMiterally  copy:. 
The  various  channels  through  which  the  West- 
rn  country  is  to  receive  foreign. commodities. 
ITbich  the  most  advantageous?  1st.  by  the 
ver  St.  Lawrence  and  the  lakes;  2d.  By  New 
'ork,  Hudson,  or  North  river,  and  by  Oswego 
tto  the  lake;  3d.  By  Baltimore,  up  the  Susque- 

annah,  a  portage  to ^  that  empties  Into 

le  Alleghany,  down  into  the  Ohio;  4th.  By 

,  up  the  Potomac,  portage  to  Cheat  river 

ito  the  MonoogahMa,  and  down  the  Ohio;  5th. 
ly  New  Orleans  and  the  Mississippi,  dbe.  An 
itelligent  person  ou^ltt  to  be  ient  to  these  d if* 
Tent  places,  and  obtain  every  possible  informa- 
on  on  the  spot  concerning  the  difficulty  or 
iciltty  attending'their  -navigation,  dbc.,  and,  by 
)mparing  them,  see  which  merits  the  pteference. 
:  might,  perhaps,  also  be  the  means  of  artificially 
iviogihe  advantage  to  the  Mississippi  in  case  it 
3es  not  possess  it  naturally.  The  free  niivig&- 
on  of  the  Mississippi  injurious/  to  the  fhtore 
spalation  of  Louisiana;  because  numbers  who 
ould  have  emigrated  to  it  for  the  sake  of  emoy- 
ig  the  privileges  of  Spanish  subjects;  and  from 
hich  foreigners  were  exclpded,  would  now  pos- 
as  those  advantages  without  moving  to  it. 
'^To  ascend  the  Ohio  with. a  cargo,  the  profits 
Q  which  must  be  a  perquisite  for  the  person  en- 
listed with  it.  By  these  means  the  followins 
dvantapres  wrll  be  obtained :  The  money  that  it 
lay  be  judged  proper  to  introduce  into  the  coun- 
y  will  be  kept  out  of  sight,  even  of  the  crew, 
nd  the  real  object  of  the  expedition  kept  secret. 
:  may  draw  the  coofidenee  of  the  people,  and 
o'm  out  the  channel  through  which  they  must 
fceive  foreign  commodities.  The  cargo  ought 
)  consist  of  gunpowder,  su^ar,  coflee,  brandy, 
'ine,  se^rs,  ic.  The  montlr  of  the  Ohio  must 
i  formidably  fortified,  and  works  erected  of 
ifficient  strength  to  arrest  the  progress  of  an 
rmy  during  a  whole  campaign,  and  thus  gain 
Qe  year.  Kentucktans*  must  be  employed  in 
lising  these  fortifications.  This  wiH  help  to  do 
Way  al!  national'  distinctions  and  prej'udices, 
nd  to  conciliate  and  Traiternise  the  two  nations. 
*be  cannons  wanted  may  be  cast  in  Kentucky. 
^  bank  must  be  established  in  Kentucky,  with  a 
^pital  of  one  million  of  dollars;  the  directors  to 
e  chosen  among  the  most  distinguished  and 
fading  characters  in  the  country.  We  shall 
^us  secure  •  majority  in  the  councils  and  aaaem- 


blies  of  State,  The  fort  of  Sao  Fernando  masi 
not,  upon  fny  consideration,  be  given  up;  for 
this  would  le^tsen  the  power  and  importance  of 
Spain,  and  the  Arpencans  would  immeidiately 
take  possession  of  it.  As  the  seeds  of  an  ap* 
proacning  rupture  are  already  cast,  it  is  proper 
that  all  the  necessary  preparations  should  be 
made  in  the  province,  by  building  forte  on  the 
frontiersi  increasing  the  number  of  Spanish  agents 
10  Kentucky,  and  depositing  funds  in  th^  country, 
to  be  enabled  to-  face  conringenoies.  Qeneral 
Clarke  and  his  adherents,  who  are  in  the  pay  of 
the  French  Republic,  nSust  be  bought  into  the 
service  of  Spain.  The  French  may  hereafter  be 
prevailed  upon  to  take  produce  of  Kentucky  and 
the  Western  country,  for  the  use  of  their  colonies. 
It*  is  absolutely  necessary  that  military  magazines 
should  be  formed  at  New  Madrid,  well  provided 
with  arjns,ammukiition,  and  other-military  stores. 
A  watchful  eye  must  be  kept  upon  Daniel  Clarke, 
senior,  and  his  nephew  Daniel  Clarke,  Minor, 
Beauregard,  Du  For^c.  Morales,  and  their  friendsb 
Tb^y  must  never  be  trusted  in  anything  that  re- 
lates to  Wiikinson  and . 

^*  Pounds  of  sugar  mean  hard  dollars;  Camp- 
bell,-Carondelet ;  McColfdugh,  Gayoso^  Marietta, 
New  .Orleans;  Post  Viocennes,  Philadelphia; 
store,  fortification ;  Monongahela,  mouth  of  the 
Ohio;  words,' war;  silence,  peace;  cash,  Spain; 
cbcn,  Fraace;  pork,  England;  whiskey,^  united 
Stales ;  pounds  of  cofiTee,  aim^  segars,  men ; 
bread,  ammunition." 

Immediately  on  my  returti  to  New  Madrid,  a 
large'  pirogue  was  purchased,  and  everything 
provided  that  could  contribute  to  the  accommo— 
datioiT ofthe  gentlemen;  and  I  again  setofi*for 
Red  Banks  towards  the  begibninff  of  December. 
On  my  arrival  at  that  place,.  I  there  found  Mr^ 
B.  Sebastian,  who' had  taken  passage  in  aflat 
boat,  bound  to  New  Madrid.  'On  my  inquiring  for  ~ 
the  other  gentlemen,  he  told  me  that,  as  Murray' 
had  for  some  time  past  been  in  a  habitual  state 
of  inebriation,  it  was  not  judged  proper  that  he  ' 
should  be  of  the  party ;'  that  Mr.  H.  Innes  could 
not  leave  his  home^  owing  to  some  family  con- 
cerns, or  to  indisposition,  1  do  not  recollect  Which ; 
and  tnat  the  absence  of  Lawyer  Nicholas  would 
excite  a  degree  of  sospicioo  that  might  defeat  the 
object  they  had  in  yiew;  hut  said  that  he  was 
fully  authorized  to  treat  with  the  Governor  in 
their  name.  We  accordingly  proceeded  to  the 
mouth  ofthe  OhiOj  he  in  the  flat,  myself  in  the 
pirogue.  We  arrived  in  a  short  time  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi. There  we  found  Gayoso  encamped, 
opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  where  he  had 
amused  himseli'  in  building  a  ^roall  triangular 
stockade  fort,  with  the  view  of  impressing  the 
public  with  the  idea  that  he  bad  no  other  object 
in  contemplation.  Here  the  bad  weaither  de- 
tained us  a  few  days;  during  which  time  we  had 
the  visit  of  Julian  Poydras  and  Mr.  Berooudi, 
jun.,  who  were  descending  in  a  flat  to  New  Or- 
leans* We  arrived  at  New  Madrid,  I  think,  on 
Christmas'  day^  and  remained  there  but  a  short 
time,  and  continued  our  route  to  Natchez;  Se- 
bastian, with  the  Governor,  in  his  gallio^  and 
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myMlf.with  Mr.  Yaoden  Benden  In  a  King's 
barge*  After  an  ordinary  iwsaage  we  arrived  at 
Natchez,  where  we  were  botpitahly  entertained 
in  the  Oovernment  house.  I  stayed  there  but  a 
short'  time;  then  proceeded  to  New  Orleans, 
leaving  Sebastian  at  the  Gkrrernor's.  They  both 
Inched  New  Orleans  together  a  few  days  after  me. 
Mr.  Sebastian  and  myself  left  New  Orleans,  if 
I  recollect  right,  in  March,  or  the  begiuning  of 
April,  having  taken  passage  for  Philadelphia  in 
the  bri^  Qayoso,  Captain  Jared  Arnold,  where 
we  arrived  after  nineteen  davs*  passage.  We  re- 
mained but  a  few  days  in  Philadelphia,  and  pro- 
ceeded td  Ship|>ensbucgh  in  the  st^[e.  liere  we 
put  our  baggage  ih  a  wagon,  and,  for  numerous 
reasons  unnecessary  to  expose,  contin.ued  our 
journey  to  Red  Stone  on  foot  At  Red  Ston« 
ife  embarked  in  a  flat,  bolind  to  Cincinnati, 
where  we  arrived  on  the  17th  or  18th  of  May. 
Tile  next  day  after  x>ur  arrival,  Sebastian  took 
passage  in  a  flat  for  Louisville.  I  remained  at 
Cincitioati.  On  the  .20tb  I  wrote  to  Qenei:ai 
Wilkinson,  who  then  had  the  command  of  the 
army,  owing  to  .Qeaeral  Wayne^s  absence,  so- 
liciting' pentiission  to  travel  by  the  line  of  forts 
to  Green ville^  and  pursue  my  route  from,  thence 
to  .tlie  Illinois,  by  Post  Vincennes.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  copy  of  his  answer : 

>   **HEADauARTER8,  Greenville, 

May  25,  1796. 

"Sir:  The  day  before  yesterday  I  had  the 
honor  to  receive  a  letter  from  you,  under  date  of 
the  20ih  instant,  ia  which. you  rMuest  leave  to 
visit  this  place,  and  to  proceed  by  ot.  Vincennes 
and  the  Illinois  to  New  Madrid.  Permit  me,  sir, 
to  observe,  that  this  precaution  was  unnecessary^ 
at  a  time  wh^n  the  United  States  of  America 
are^  happily,  at  peace  with  all  the  world.  In  this 
enviable  situation,  the>  officers  of  the  American 
army  have  no  concealments  to  make,  and,  there- 
fore, our  camps  and  our  forts  are  free  to  the  in- 
gress and  egress  of  all  persons  who  deport  them- 
selves with  propriety.  I  beg  you,  sir,  to  believe 
that,  upon  an  unpleasant  Qccasion,  to  which  you 
are  pleased  to  refer,  my  conduct  was  directed, 
more  by  the  delicacy  of  my  own  situation  than 
any  sense  of  your  demerit.  Neither  my  svmpa- 
thies  nor  my  antipathies  have  ever  gained  such 
an  ascendant  over  my  i^ason  as  to  incline  me  to 
condemn,  upon  hearsay,  or  adopt  the  prejudices 
of  any  man.  I  thank  you.  sir,  for  the  trouble 
you  have  given  yourself  in  bringing  forward  the 
segars  committed  to  your  care  by  my  very  wor- 
thy friends,  Governor  Gayoso  and  Don  Andres. 

*'And  have  the  honor. to  be,  with  due  consider- 
atioD.  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"JAMES  WILKINSON.- 

"R$r.  Thomas  Power." 

Having  obtained  the  General's  permission  to 
go  to  Greenville,  Major  Mills,  Adjutant  General, 
procured  me  a  horse  from  the  quartermaster  to 
carry  me  to  Greenville.  There  i  sti^yed  live  or 
six  days,  quartered  on  Captain  Prior,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Charles  Hyde.  As  soon  as  I  had  received 
(he  General's  instructioasi  and  answers  to  my 


despatches,  I  returned  to  Cincinnati ;  for  of 
journey  to  the  Illinois  by  Vincennes  wasadeviu 
to  avoid  curiosity.  I  lost  no  time  at  CiDeioaii^ 
but  proceeded  with  all  possible  haste  to  Nev 
Madrid,  where  I  took  charge  of  WilktosooHuoi 
thousand  six  hundred  and  forty  dollars.  Foriiit 
details  of  the  res|  of  this  expedition  I  refer  io«| 
deposition  (No.  17)  taken  before  Mr.  Eiiphtltt 
Fitch.  THOMAS  POWER. 

New  Qblbams,  March  18. 1809. 

Personally  appeared  Thomas  Power,  «d^  H 
solemnly  swear  that  the  preeediag  narrtiiTe  i 
just  and  trae.  B.  FITCH.  /  F. 


G.  T«— Geoeial  Wilkinaoa's  Utter  to  Got.  (hjm. 

FOBT  Wasbingtom,  7  6re.  22, 1796i 

111  health,  and  many  pressing  eogagnneDU. 
must  be  my  apology  for  a  short  letter.  1  dqsi 
refer  you  to  my  letter  to  the  Baron  for  serenl 
particulars,  and  for  a  detail  of  my  perils  ud 
abuses.  I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  Toa  lo  oot 
friend  Power,  whom  I  find  of  youthful  eDterprisc 
and  fidelitr ;  he  certainly  deserves  well  oT  tbe 
Court,  and  I  do^not  doubt  that  he  will  be  re- 
warded. 

What  a  political  crisis  is  the  present !  asdbow 
deeply  interesting  in  its  probable  results,  in  lU  iu 
tendenei^s^aod  thereby  must  hope  it  may  ooibe 
carried  into  execution.  If  it  is,  an  eotire  refcrm 
in  the  police  and  the  military  establishiDeDts of 
Louisiana  will  be  found  immediately  iodisi^easa* 
ble  to, the  security  of  the  Mexican  prorioca.  I 
beg  you  to  write  me  fully  on  this  qaestioo,  ia 
cipher,  by  Power,  whose  presence  ia  PhiUdel* 
phia  ia  necessary,  as  well  to  clear  bis  own  chu- 
acter,  attacked  by  Wayne,  as  to  support  the  fact 
of  the  outrajpe  recently  offered  to  the  Spssisb 
Crown,  in  his  person,  and  to  being  me  eitlier  the 
person  Or  the  deposition  of  a  man  now  uoderyour 
command,  who  had  been  suborned  by  Wapeto 
bear  false  witness  against  me.  and  afterwatdv  (ot 
fear  h^  should  recant,  bribed  him  to  leareKea* 
tucky.  Power  will  give  you  the  perfect  of  ibit 
infainous  transaction ;  and  I  conjure  you  \yf^ 
the  ties  of  friendship  and  of  policy,  to  assist  hio 
on  this  occasion.  If  8 pain  does  not  resent  ik< 
outrage  offered  to  Power,  in  the  face  of  all  Eeft- 
tucky,  my  letter  to  the  Baron  will  explain  the 
motives  which  carry  me  to  Philadelphia;  fr°A 
thence  I  will  again  write  you.  Power  wiiUt' 
plain  to  you  circumstances  which  justify  tbe 
belief  of  the  great  treachery  that  has  been  pnc- 
tised  with  respect  to  th^  money  lately  sent  toDe> 
For  the  love  of  God,  my  friend,  enjoin  gret: 
secrecy  and  caution  in  all  our  concerns;  o«t£ 
$uffer  my  name  to  be  written  nor  spoken.  Tk 
suspicion  of  Washington  is  wide  awake.  Bt 
warjB  of  Bradford,  the  Fort  Pitt  refugee ;  be  swp 
to  make  peace ;  there  are  spies  everywhere.  ^< 
have  a  report  -Here  that  you  are  appointed  G^f* 
ernor  of  Louisiana ;  may  God  grant  it,  as  1  jx^ 
sume  the  Baron  will  be  promoted. 

I  am  ever  your  affectionate  friend,         ^* 
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Nato'bbs,  6  de  f^brerOj  17^. 
Bs  copia  de  una  carta  eo  cipfara  que  he  reciTido 
i\  GeoeHil  Wilkinson. 

M.  QAYOSO  DE  LBMOS. 
En  UD  papiliio  a  parte  dice  lo  siguienle. 

This  will  be  delivered'to  you  by  Nolan,  wbom^ ' 
)u  know,  is  a  child  of  ray  own  rafsiog,  true  to 
s  profession,  and  firm  in*  his  attachmenti  to 
pain.  I  consider  him  a  powerfal  instrument  In 
ir  hands,  should  occasion  offer.  1  will  answer 
r  his  conduct ;  I  ani  deeply  intereirted  in  what- 
erer  concerns  him,  ana  I  confidently  reeoni- 
end  him  to  your  warmest  protection. 
I  am  eyidefttly  your  afiectionate, 

WILKINSON^ 
£s  oopia :  M.  Gatoso  de  Lemo8. 


0. 3S^— Instroctions  from  General  WiOdnson  to  Thos. 
Power,  in  the  handwriting  of  P.  Nolan. 

To  proceed  to  Gallipoli)  to  make  application 
id  propositions  to  the  leading  charaeters  there, 

•  induce  them  to  remoVe  to  New  Madrid,  with 
1  the  French  of  that  settlement;  to  urge  this 
)iDt  in  such  measure  as  to  attract  the  attention 
'  the  public  officers  there,  ^hose  report  to  the 
xecQtive  will  immediately  follow,  and  will  ac- 
)QDt  for  his  frequent  missions  to  that  place.  To 
turn  as  rapidly  as  possible,  to  load  with  flour, 
id  proceed  without  di?lay  to  New  Orleans.  In 
e  route,  to  see  Newman,  and  to  enter  on  the 
ibject  of  his  desertion ;  to  inform  him  of  the 
cts  which  have  transpired,  anil  the  opinions 
eralent ;  to  urge  his  return,  as  the  request  of 
I  his  friends ;  to  assure  him  of  safetv,  and  of 
ich  reward  as  he  may  demand  ;  also,  toat  being 
irdoned  for  the  imputed  offence,,no  rorther  pro- 
!ss  can  hf  against  him  for  the  same;  that  the 
ith  which  he  .was  suborned  to  take,  being  made 
hile  in  duress,  is,  in  itself,  a. nullity,  and  cannot 
i  offered  in  crimination  of  him.  It  will  be 
^cessary  that  he  should  take  4own  his  ezami- 
ition.  founded  upon  the  interrogations  furnished 
m,  and.  if  they  prove  material  to  the  crimina- 
on  of  Wayne  and  his  associates,  theii  he  must 

nbark  N n  under  a  fictitious  name  at  New 

rieans,  for  Philadelphia ;  and,  having  arrived 
ere,  must  lodge  him  in  some  retired  cHace;  and 
til  upon  me,  under  cover  of  night,  for  further 

Ivice ;  you  will  hear  of  me  at .    If  N n 

mpot  be  prevailed  upon  to  to  return  under, dis- 
)sitions  favorable  to  my  views,  then,  let  his  dec- 
ration,  on  oath,  be  circumstantially  taken  to  all 
le  points  enumerated  in  the  interrogatories,  in 
le  presence  of  Dr.  Hbwers,  Colonel  Bruin,  Dan- 
i  Clarke,  or  any  three  or  four  of  the  most  noto« 
ous,  and  of  the  most  respectable  Americans  of 
le  Natchez  district ;  let  these  gentlemen  certify 
I  two  copies,  and  to  the  original,  and  let  them 

•  transmitted  to  me  through  different  chaniiels. 

•  to  take  charge  of  the  original.  Mr.  P.  must 
ike  with  him  credentials  from'  the  Qovernment 
^  Louisiana,  acquitting  him  of  any  political  ooa- 
exion  or  agency  injurious  or  hostile  to  the  in- 
rests  of  the  United  States.  He  must  carry  to 
hiladelphia  teatiiaoaials  of  his  family  and  char* 


aeter,  addressed  to  as  many  of  the-native  reapeei: 
able  merchants  of  that  city  as  possible ;.ibeae 
may  be  readily  procured  from  New  Orleans  and 
the  Havana. 

It  is  indispensable  that  P.  should  meet  me  in 
Philadelphia;  for- the  rest,  let  him  rely  onmr 
friendship  and  addresss.  To  collect  from  Brad* 
ford  every  infortnatipn  respecting  the  Pittsburg 
insurrection  which  may  be  employed,  should  U 
be  found  necessary,  to  disgrace  certain  persons ; 
to  bear  06  |>aper  about  him  which  carries  my 
name  upon  it.  , 

Eoiploy  the  $640,  avec  lecargaison^  to  pay  ex* 
penses,  and  lay  in  a  cargo  of  best  flour,  pour  to. 
m^)  where  it  will  help  to  reimburse.  In  making 
your  settlement,  taka  care  to  secure  me  the  $640 
advanced,  and  bring  them  with  you.  I  have 
urged,  peremptorily,  the  neqessity  of  your  pre^ 

ence  at  the  metropolis.    Bring  me  N n,  if, 

upon  examination,  you  find  his*  presence  of  more 
consequence  thail  his  deposition,  v^heo  taken  as 
direoted.  I  believe  he  was  caused  to  desert  by 
O'Haca ;  .probe  him  to  th^  point.  You  ire  to 
bring  me  "papers,  but  my  aame  is  not  to  be  writ- 
ten or  spoken.  You  must  do  the  needful  below  to 
expose  and  detect  past  treachery  or  indiscretion, 
and  to  present  either  in  future.  I  have  referiea 
particularly  on  th|s  head*  I  a(hall  expect  you  in^ 
patiently. '  Should  I  continue  where  I  am,  I  shall 
wish  you  near  me ;  if  I  cross  the  water,  you  are 
to  accompany;  bring,  every  credential  of  family 
and  fortune,  to  repulse  tjie  insinuations  of  — ^. 
Trust  something  to  my  address,  and  put  faith  ia 
n^y  honor  and  affections  tb  the  grave. 


No.  36. — Letter  fiom  Thomas  Power  to  the  Baron  de 

Carondelet,  dated 

New  Orlbans,  May  9, 1797. 

Enclosed  yoUr  Excellency  will  receive  the  doc- 
uments relative  to  my  last  confidential  expedi- 
tion, made  bv  your  Excellency's  order  in  the 
Ohio,  of  which  I  hate  already  given  you  a  qarra^ 
tive  as  well  verbal  as  in  writing.  The  remarks 
which  follow. will  serve  for  its  elucidatiotu 

I  left  New  Madrid  with  ten  oarsmen  and  'h  pa- 
tron ;  the  provisions  which  were  delivered  to  the 
crew,  were  biscuits  for  a  month,  meat  for  a'montb, 
rum  for  fifteen  days. 

To  disguise,  as  far  as  possible^  the  true  objeet 
of  the  expedition,  we  had  hired  the  people,  under 
the  same  conditions  as  are  common  in  commer- 
cial voyages,  so  that  the  monthly  rations  allowed 
by  the  King  did  not  6ven  last  fifteen  days.  The 
reason  why  I  issued  to  the  crew  two  extraordinary 
allowances  of  liquor,  daily,  counting  from  the  day 
we  left  Red  Bank  until  our  arrival  at  the  fails  of 
Ohio,  was  to  encourage  them  tarow  with  vigor, 
that  Lieutenant  Steel,  whom  I  thought  in  pursuit 
of  me,  might  not  affain  take  me,  because,  had  I 
fallen  into  his  hands  a  second  time,  I  wa4  lost. 
As  respects  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  for 
the  horse  which  I  bought  to  make  the  journey 
from  Frankfort  to  Cincinnati,  and  the  expenses 
which  accrued  on  this  journey,  they  were  indis- 
pensable for  a  double  motive:  to  carry  my  com* 
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plaint  against  Steel;  for  havinit  offered  so  great 
an  insult  to  oar  flag,  and  to  give  adriceof  mj  ar- 
riral  to  the  American  Qeneral,  Mr.  James  Wil- 
kinson, that  he  rai^httake  thenecessarv  measures. 
I  have  toaddj  that  the  motive  which  nas  induced 
me  to  dispose  of  the  merchandise  which  I  received 
of  I.  and  A.  Hunt,  in  ezchanfle  for  the  coffiefe  and 
augarj  was  to  give  credit  to  tne  opinion  which  I 
myself  had  raised,  that.  I  bad  come  to  purchase 
horses  to  take  to  Natchez,  in  order  to  better  the 
breed  in  that  district. ,  Besides  this,  as  the  occur- 
rence with  Steel  had  a'^kened  surtpicions,  excited 
apprehensions,  and  attracted  the- attention  of  tl^e 
inhabitants  of  tne  Western  country,  all  had  their 
eyes  directed  on  me,  so  that  I  found  myself  obliged 
to  do  something  which  should  please  them,  that 
it  might  serve  me  as  a  ^fe  conduct  to  quit  those 
parts,  which,  by  this  means,  I  happily  effected. 
The  mare,  of  which  the  statement  No.  1  makes 
mention,  whs  lost  on  my  arrival  at  New  Madrid, 
in  the  woods,  where  she  died  of  thirst,  the  exces- 
sive frosts  having  entirely  frozen  up  the  waters. 
The  stud  horse  I  delivered  on  going  down  to  Don 
Manuel  Qayoso  de  Leinos,  but  he  returned  him 
to  me  a  short  time  since,  and  I  have  htm  care- 
fully kept  until  your  Excellency  is  pleased  to 
make  some  disposition  respecting  him*  Of  the 
sum  of  $9;640,  which  t  was  to  deliver  to  Mr.  James 
Wilkinson,  I  have  only  delfvered  him  nine  thou- 
sand, having  retained  the  $640  to  avoid  the  un- 
fortunate result  with  which  i  was  threatened,  and 
likewise  to  provide  what  was  necessary  for  the 
crew  during  the  voyage.  The  following  are  the 
documents  which  are  enclosed: 

No.  1.  The  account  sale  of  the  merchandise 
ii^den,  &c. 

No.  2.  Account  of  expenses  for  the  crew. 

^No.  3.  Account  and  expenditure  of  the  $640. 

No.  4.  Statement  whicn  shows  in  what  man- 
ner the  merchandise  has  been  made  use  of. 

No.  5.  Statement  which  shows  what  is  due  to 
me. 

No.  6.  Invoice  of  I.  and  A.  Hunt. 

All  which  were  aceompanied  with  the  obliga- 
tion of  Mr.  N.  Welch  for  9105,  and  the  two  re- 
ceipts of  Mr.  Boyd,  the  one  for  $466}  for  the  value 
of  a  horse,  the  other  for  $200,  for  the  value  of  a 
mare.  Tne  balance  which  appears  in  my  favor, 
according  to  the  statement  Nos.  3  and  4,  as  well 
as  the  account  of  my  monthly  pay  for  fourteen 
.  months.  I  beg  vour  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
direct  tnat  it  should  be  remitted  to  me,  or  deliv- 
ered to  Mr.  Philip  Nolan,  to  whom  I  have  given 
advice  on  the' subject. 

Mr.  James  Wilkinson,  in  the  instructions  which 
he  hasj^iven  me,  directs  that  I  should  present  to 
your  Excellency  the  account  of  the  expenses  to 
which  the  $640  have  been  applied,  (and  1  have 
done  so  in  the  statement  No.^,)  that  he  may  be 
reimbursed  said  amount.  The  instruction  says, 
**  in  making  your  settlement  take  care  to  secure 
-me  the  six  hundred  and  forty  dollars  advanced, 
and  bring  them  with  you."  Although  he  charged 
me  to  take  them  to  him  in  the  United  States,  I 
am  of  opinion  that  no  one  is  better  suited  to  remit 
them  than  Mr.  Philip  Nolan,  as  your  fizeellency 


has  now  resolved  that  lahould  remain  is  thi: 
province ;  your  Excellency  will  please  to  safe 
me  to  assure  you  that  in  every  partiealir,!  btn 
acted  with  prudence,  with  honor,  and  tbedai- 
terestness  of  an  honest  man,  as  well  as  with  (ke 
zeal  and  fidelity  whfch  the  King's  serriee  »• 
quires,  and  with  the  vigilance  and  activity  wli:i 
the  arduous  enterprise  Iwasengaged  iodemaodfi 
I  deserve  nothing,  and  expect  nothine.for  \iv^^ 
fulfilled  the  obligations  of  a  good  subject  to  Hs 
Majesty,  unless  your  Excellencv  will  be  ^ad 
to  procure  me  opportunities  of  oisplsyiDg  iQ^ii- 
clination  I  feel  oi  sacrificing  myself  for  ibepria- 
perity  of  my  country  and  ghrj  of  my  Sorerei^ 
Qod  preserve  your  Excellency  maov  yean. 

THOMAS  POWER. 


No.  37* — Answer  to  the  forefooag. 

New  Orleans,  May  28, 1797. 

There  remains  in  nw  hands  six  docameots  rel- 
ative to  the  account  of  the  last  expedition  whict 
you  made  in  the  Ohio,  and  which  yoa  eoclowtf 
me  in  your  official  letter  of  the  9th  iasuoi,  tod 
thev  are  as  follows : 

No*  1*  Account  sales  ofthe  effects  laden  at  iVev 
Madrid. 

No.  2.'  Another,  of  the  expenses  of  the  crev. 

No.  3.  Accountof  the  expenditure  of  the  t^. 

No.  4.  Statement  which  shows  howtbener- 
chandise  has  been  employed. 

No.  5.  Statement  which  shows  the  baUoees 
due  to  you ;  and 

Na  6.  Original  invoice  of  1.  and  A.  HaaL 

On  account  of  it  there  will  be  delivered  to  yoa 
$1,000,  that  vou  may  make  preparations  for  yoot 
journey,  in  the  new  commission  which  I  eatnist 
to  your  care. 

It  i&  necessiiry  to  see  how  vou  can  get  rid  of 
the  horse,  with  the  least  possible  loss,  as  veil  as 
10  recover  the  debt  of  Nicholas  Welsh,  or  tore  it 
recovered,  for  which  purpose  I  enclose  yoo  bis 
obligation  ;  and  likewise  the  proceeds  of  tbe  mer- 
chandise, which,  to  the  amount  of  9353,  yoa  de- 
livered to  Don  Pedro  Derbigny,  in  order  lo  gm 
an  account  to  the  Court  without  these  btiaoea 
which  caused  trouble,  and  appear  specaiaiioiu, 
when  they  are  no  more  than  the  effect  of  oeeti' 
sity,  and  the  difficulty  which  these  commisioQ^ 
cause,  in  places  where  there  are  no  resources. 
when  you  have  to  deceive  the  vifilaoce  of  spies 

As  you  finish  these  matters,  and  as  soon  as  yoa: 
present  commission  is  fulfilled,  you  will  gire  Q< 
advice 

DE  CARONDELET. 

To  Mr.  Thomab  Power. 


We  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  ^« 
severally  swear  and  declare,  that  we  were  wa 
acquainted  with  the  handwriting  of  the  Barot 
de  Carondelet,  late  Qovernor  Qeneral  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Louisiana,  and  that  we  have  oo  doobc 
that  the  letters  hereunto  annexed,  dated  serenilr 
the  23d  of  April,  1797,  and  26th  of  May,  1797.irt 
in  the  proper  handwriting  of  the  said  Baroo  de 
Caroqdelet,  as  abo  the  signature  to  the  stot 
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nd  we  do  aluo  declare  id  like  ma  oner,  that  we 
e  acquainfed  with  the  handwritiDg  of  Don 
Ddres  Armesta,.  late  Secretary  of  the  Gk>TerD- 
pnt,  and  that  the  letter  hereoo to  annexed,  dated 
th  May,  1797,  is  Id'  the  handwriting  of  the  said 
3n  Andres,  and  the  signatui'e  thereunto  affixed 
in  the  proper  handwriting  of  the  said  Baron 
'  Carondelet. 

P.  PEDE8CLAUX,  Nat.  Pub. 

S  DE  aUINONES,  K  P. 

N.  BROUTIN,  JV.  i* 

J^J.  BLACHB, 

G.  DUBUYS; 

Signed  in  my  presence,  by  Pierre  Pedesclaux, 
ephen  de  duinones,  Narcissas  Broutin,  J.  J. 
ache,  and  G/  Duhuys,  and  duly  sworn  before 
p,  this  17th  March.  1809. 

ELIPHALET  FITCH, 

Notary  Piiblic  and  J*  P. 


No.  38. 

NlBW  OaLBANa,  May  2Q,  1797. 
I  bare  received,  sir.  your  letiers  of  the  dih,  of 
e7th,  12tb,  13tb,  and  10th  of  May,  and  I  briefly 
iswer  them  in  fulfilling  your  wishesi  because  I 
itrust  to  yoii  a  commission  of  tbe  greatest  con- 
qoeDce)  which  does, not  compromit  you  in  any 
toner,  it  being,  however,  well  underaioid  that 
ra  carry  with  you  no  paper  which  may  make 
entioo  of  it,  as  it  procures  you  a  sum  of  money, 
bicb  you  state  to  me  you  are  in  need  of;  in  fine, 
rendeis  you  independent,  and  procures  me  the 
tportaniiy  of  recommending  you  to^the  MioiV 
rof  State.  No  one  will  be  informed  of  it,  not 
ren  the  Inteodant ;  there  will  be  pone  but  Don 
Ddres  and  myself  who  will  be  acqimtnted  with 
le  true  motive. 

General  Wilkinson  <  having  informed  the  Com* 
tDdant  at  New  Madrid  that  he  is  getting  ready 
detachment  of  the  Army,  which  lie  has  at  hia 
rders,  to  uke  possession  of  the  forts  of  Natchez, 
id  WaioQt  Hills,  in  conformitv  to  the  secoad 
liele  of  the  treaty  of  friendship,  limits,  and 
^▼igttion)  concluded  with  Spain,  hoping  that 
will  be  faithfully  observed;  and  it  having  ap- 
^ed  proper  to  him  to  give  this  advice,  in  order 
» prevent  any  misapprehension  of  the  motives 
hich  direct  this  movement  of  their  troops,  dbc: 
is  rery  natural  that  1  should  inswer  hinr  that, 
I  ihe  first  place  some  doubts  have  arisen  respect- 
>gthe  manner  in  which  the  posts  are  to  be  wtth« 
awn  on  the  part  of  Spain;  that  is  to  say,  if 
>«y  oQffht  to  be  delivered  with  their  ibrtifications 
3d  edifices,  as  the  Vnited  States  understand  it, 
r  simply  evacuated,  razed,  and  abandoned,  as  I 
^niprehend  it,  avoiding  in  this  way  to  compromit 
9  With  the-nations  who  have  ceded  to  us  the  ter- 
tones  of  the  Bluffs,  Walnut  Hills,  and  Confed- 
^*?'°°'WDderlheexpresscondiiion  that  we  should 
Biia  forts  there,  to  prevent  their  landabeing  taken 
om  them.  I  had  resolved,  in  regard  to  this  point, 
•awau  the  decision  of  the  Court,  or  the  Minister 
ieofpoteotiary  near  the  United  Slates,  as  well 
L.  k'**  **"^  ^"»8^  informed  shortly  afterwards 
^^  lUe  above  menuoned  Minister  had  informed 


the  President  that  an  English  expedition  had  left 
Montreal  wit)rthe  intention  of  attacking  t^e  Illi- 
nois, had  wintered  on  the  lakes,  and  was  to  tra- 
verse the  lerritdry  of  the  United  States,  in  order 
to  attack  Upper  Louisiana^  and  had  demanded 
that^  in  virtue  of  the  last  treaty,  the  said  States, 
should  oppose,  by  efi&cacious  means,  this  viola- 
tion of  their  territory,!  tb^n  determined  to  retain 
the  forts  of  Natchez  and  Walnut  Hills,  tp  place 
Lower  Louisiana  in  safety,  until  the  most  effica- 
cious measure^,  oiv  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
shall  put  it  in  safety  from  this  danger*  and  until 
a  sufficient  corps  of  troops,  commanded  by  an 
officer  of  superior  rank^  shonld  f»resent  himself 
to  take  possession  of  Natchez,  maintain  good  or- 
der there,  and  restrain  the  robberies  and  difficul- 
ties with  the  Indians,  conformable  to  the  fifth  ar- 
ticle of  tbe  treaty  cited  by  the  said  General;  that, 
in  consequence,  I  am  ready  to  evacuate  Oie  ^sts 
of  Natchez  and  Walnut  llilisi  on  |he  arrival  of 
the  detachihent  which  he  announcea  by  his  letter, 
dated  from  Fort  Wasbiogton,  as  soon  as  ever  the' 
Congress  have  agreed  with  theMiifister  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  His  Majesty  on  the  way  ip  which  the 
said  evacuation  is  to.tak«  place;  but  until  thia 
decision  is  made, .  I  request  he  will  suspend  the 
march,  of  the  said  detachment,  whpse  presence 
could  not  fail  to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  the 
province,  and  perhaps  the  good  intelli|[ence  which 
i  ^ish  to  maintain  between  the  subjects  of  the  ' 
two  Powers.    You  will  be  the  bearei'  of  this  let- 
ter, and  if  you  beltev«  you  can  prevent  tb^  Amer- 
ican detachment  from  descending  the  river,  you 
will  deliver  a  duplicate  of  it  to  the  commandant, 
requesting  him  to  wait  new  orders  from  hisgeoeral. 
..    TJie  second  object  of  your  commission,  which  ^ 
no  one  must  pei^etrate,  and  which  for- this  reason  . 
you  must  retain  in  ybur  memory,  is  to  sound  and 
examine  the  dispositions  of  the  people  of  the 
Western  States,  whose  militia  it  is  reported  to 
me  has  received  orders. to  be  ready  to  march  on 
the  first  advice;  and  in  case  that  should  be  true, 
you  will  inform  the  Commandant  of  New  Ma- 
drid of  it  by  the  first  opporiuoiiy  you  find.    But 
in  ordei*  not  to  render  yourself  suspected,  you 
will  content  yourself  with  putting  the  date  of 
your  letter  at  bottom,  and  will  only  treat  of  in- 
different objects.    If  hostile  preparations   are 
n^aklng,  you  will  put  before  your  signfi.ture  a 
stroke  (une  barre)  like  that  which  freemasons  use, 
and  which  you  see  at  the  bottom  of  this  letter; 
the  number  of  dots  above  will  designate  that  of  a 
thousand  men,  and  that  below  tbe  hundreds,  of 
which  this  expedition  is  to  be  composed ;  you  will 
point  out  the  number  of  pieces  of  artillery,  by  a. 
number  of  points  placed  in  your  flourish  <parafe) 
according  to  your  custom,  the  points  on  the  left  sig- 
nifying tens,  and  those  on  the  right  units,    Thia 
letter  will  be  immediately  sent  me  by  the  Com- 
mandant of  New  Madrid,  in  consequence  of  the  or- 
ders I  shall  give  him.   You  may  even  mention  it  to 
him  in. yours,  sayic^g  simply^saying  that  it  is  pro- 
per I  should  be  informed,  without  delay,  of  your 
arrival  on  the  Ohio,  and  that  he  should  send  me 
your  letter  by^  express.    On  your  journey  you 
will  give  to  underatand  adiroiily  to  tnose  persona 
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to  whom  yoa  will  hare  an  opportoniif  of  speak- 
ing, ihat  the  delivery  of  the  posts,  which  the 
Snaniard&ocetipy  on  the  Mississippi,  to  the  troops 
ot  the  United  States,  is  directly  opposed  to  the 
interests  of  those  of  the  West,  who,  as  they  must 
one  day  separate  from  theAtlaatie  States,  would 
find  themselres  withoat  any  communication  from 
Lower  Louisiana,  from  whence  they  ought  to  ex* 
peat  to  receive  powerful  succors-in  artillery, «rms, 
ammunition,  and  monev,  either  publicly  Or  se- 
cretly, as  sooiT  as  ever  the  Western  States  shall 
determine  on  a  separation,  which  must  insure  their 
prosperity  and  their  independence;  diat  for  this 
same  rebson  Congress  is  resolved  on  risking  everv* 
thing  to  take  these  posts  from  Spain  ;  that  it  would 
be  forging  fetters  for  themselves  to  furnish  It  with 
militia  and  means  which  it  can  only  find  in  the 
Western  States.  The  same  reasons,  diffused 
abroad  by  means  of  the  public  papers,  tnight 
make  the  strongest  impression  on  the  people,  «od 
induce  them  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  the  Atlantic 
States;  but  at  the  very  least,  if  we  are. able  to 
dissuade  them  from  taking  part  in  this  expedition, 
I  doubt  whether  the  States  could  gire  law  |o  lis 
With  such  troops  alone  as  ihev  have  no^  on  fooL 

If  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  distributed  in 
Kentucky  could  cause  it  to  rise  in  insurrection^ 
I  am  very  certain  that  the  Minister,  in  the  pres- 
ent circumstances,  would  sacrifice  them  with 
pleasure ;  and  you  may,  without  exposing  your- 
self too  much,  promise  them  to  those  who  enjoy 
the  confidence  of  the  people,  with  another  equal 
sum  to  arm  them,  in  case  of  necessity,  and  twenty 
pieces  of  field  artillery. 

You  will  arrive  without  danger,  as  bearer  of  a 
despatch  for  the  General,  where  the  army  may 
be.  whose  force,,  discipline,  and  dispositions,  you 
will  examine  with  care ;  and  you  will  endeavor 
to  discover,  with  your  natural  penetration,  the 
General's  dispositions.  I  doubt  that  a  person  of 
his  character  would  prefer,  through  vanity,  the 
advantage  of  commanding  the  army  of  the  Atlan- 
tic States,  to  that  of  beinp  the  founder,  the  liber- 
ator—in  fine,  the  Wanhiagton  of  the  Western 
States.  His  part  is  as  brilftaot  as  it  is  easy ;  all 
eyes  are  drawn  towards  him;  he  possesses  the 
confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  of  the  Ken- 
tttckv  volunteers;  at  the  slightest  mbvement  the 
people  will  name  him  the  Gkneral  of  the  New 
Republic;  his  reputation  will  raise  an  army  for 
him,  and  Spain,  as  well  as  France,  will  furnish 
him  the  means  of  paying^  it.  On  taking  Fort  Mas- 
sac, we  will  send  him  instantly  arms  and  artil- 
lery; and  Spain,  limiting  herself  to  the  posses- 
sion of  the  forts  of  Natchez  and  Walnut  Hills,  as 
far  as  Fort  Confederation,  will  cede  to  the  West- 
ern States  ell  the  eastern  bank  to  the  Ohio^  which 
will  forma  very  extensive  and  powerful  Republic, 
connected  by  its  situation,  and  by  its  interest  with 
Spain,  which,  in  concert  with  it,  will  force  the 
savages  to  become  a  party  to  it,  end  to  confound 
themselves  in  tifne  with  its  citisenv.  The  public 
is  discontented  with  the  new  taxes ;  Spain  and 
France  are  enraged  at  the  connexions  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  with  England :  the  army  is  weak,  and 
devoted,  to  Wilkinson ;  Iht  thraata  of  Congress 


authorize  me  to  succor  on  the  s^t,  aad  opeilj; 
the  Westera .  States ;  money  will  not  tbenh 
wanting  to  me,  for  I  shall  send  without  deit^i 
ship  to  Vera  Cruz  in  search  of  it  as  well  u  i 
ammunition;  nothing  more  will  coascqoefldybc 
required  but  an  instaut  of  firmness  and  resolatioi 
to  make  the  people  of  the  West  perfectly  happf. 
If  they  suffer  this  instant  to  escape  them,  and  Uii 
we  should  be  forced  to  detiver  up  the  posts,  Kr- 
tucky  and  Tennessee,  surrounded  by  thesiid  pon 
and  without  coramunicetien  with  Lower  Loqb- 
iana,  will  ever  remain  under  the  oppression  oftks 
Atlantic  States. 

If  you  represent  forcibly  these  reasons  to  Wil- 
kinson, Seba^ian,  {ja  Cassagne,  dbe^  and  if  ? » 
diffuse  these  notions  among  the  people,  giioici 
by  promises  which  shall  be  TaithfuUy  realized  tk 
best  wciteirs,  as  Breekenridge  and  others, foavl 
be  able  to  effect  the  most  fortunate  aod  the  mos: 
glorious  commotion ;  you  will  cover  yoanelf  via 
glory,  and  you  may  expect  the  most  brilliapt  for- 
tune. If,  on  the  contrary,  you  should  fail  io  tte 
commission,  it  will- Dot  deprive  me  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  obtaining  fbr  you.  from  the  MiQisier.a£ 
appointa:&ant;  whicii  will  reader  yoa  inde^dest 
of  hatred  and  jealousy. 

Yon  must  set  off  without  delay,  and  bfknd, 
going  straigfht  to  Cumberland,  as  well  to  itoid 
Fort  Massac  as  to  endeavor  to  fall  in  witii  the 
American  detachment,  and  persuade  it  to  wait  the 
answer  or  new  orders  from  Qeneral  WilkiotoB; 
Air,  if  it  arrives  at  Natchez,  there  is  every  reasoa 
to  believe  that  we  may  come  to  bbws,  not  beia; 
of  a  humor  to  put  up  with  insults  The  htcBd- 
ant  sends  an  order  to  pay  yoa  ^1,000. 

If  you  could  persuade  the  Commissiooer  (Mr. 
AodrewEllfcott)  tp  descend  to  thecapittl,! shooM 
with  the  greatest  pleasure  form. an  acqaiisiaoee 
with  him ;  and  by  showing  him,  without di^i^ 
the  copy  of  the  orders  which  1  have  seal  t9  Mr. 
Ghiyoso,  since.his  arrival  at  Natchez,  he  will  per- 
ceive that  my  conduct  towards  the  Uniied^^^*^ 
is  Urank,  founded  on  prudence  and  good  &itk»id 
void  of  the  idea  of  breaking  er  failing  in  the  arti- 
cles of  the  treaty ;  that,  in  fine^  the  aoaecoaeti- 
ble  part  of  the  conduct  of  the  Ooveraorof  N«^ 
chez  only  proceeds  from  the  alterations  which  kt 
has  made,  of  his  own  accord,  in  ay  arrsoienests 
Lastly,  you  mey  assure  Mr.  Andrew  EUieotttfaa 
I  am  persuaded,  that'  in  a  month  or  two,  ail  tie 
difficulties  will  be  settled  by  Congress, aad  brthc 
Minister  Plenipotentiar^r  of  His  Mtjestj,  (Dm 
Carlos  Martinez  de  Yrujo,)  and  thatcoDseqaeoiir 
he  would  do  very  ill  to  withdraw.  On  the  cos- 
trary,  he  may  come  down  conveaieDtlf  io  Df 
barge  with  Mr.  Quillemard,  who  is  desiroBsot 
spending  a  month  or  two  here,  while  we  are  viit' 
ing  the  answer  of  Congress.  Mr.  Ferrezoli  h» 
also  orders  to  come  to  town. 

I  informed. Mr.  Gbyoso  that  you  are  the  \^ 
of  the  answer  to  the  letter  which  Oeoeral  Wii- 
kinson  has  written  to  the  commaDdant  of  Ne* 
Madrid,  and  that  I  have  given  directions  lofJ 
you  a  thousand  dollars  on  account  <^  yoar  ^ 
jourotey,  and  that  y6u  are  about  to  uodertti^ 
This  aoffice^    The  fiald  which  is  opeoed  is  bnl* 
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ant  enough,  but  as  much  prudence  as  capacity 
;  required,  in  order  to  succeed. 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  cott- 
deration,  sir,  your  rery^  humble  and  obedient 
'tvaDt,  DE  CARONDELET. 

Mr.  Tbomas  Power. 


No.  40. 

Natcbbz,  June  4, 1797. 

I  received  yesterday  the  letter  of  the  26th  May, 
hich  you  have  done  roe  the  honor  to  write  me, 
od  which  the  preparations  for  my  journey  do 
Dt  permit  me  to  answer  but Tery  briefly.  I  have 
•ceived  of  Mr.  Qayoto  the  despatch  q[  Generai 
FilkJDsOD,  together  with  the  copy,  in  order  to 
lake  use  pf  it  as  cireomstances  may  require. 
nth  respect  to  the  second  object  of  my  eawedi- 
on,  (which  Is  thei  most  interesting,  as  Dotning 
ID  coincide  better  with  ipy  inclination,)  you  may 
spend  that  I  will  acquit  myself  of  it  with  all  the 
dellty  and  zeal  which  you  know  m^  to  possess, 
Qd  with  that  good  understanding,  resultiqgfrom 
perfect  knowledge  of  the  jdace  and  persons 
itb  which  we  lire  concerned.  To  avoid  the  pos- 
btlity  of  a  mistake  in  the  communication  which 
shall  have  to  make  to  the  commander  of  New 
[adrid,  I  will  explain  what  I  mean  to  give  you 
I  QDderstand  by  my  signature.  This,  bar,  with 
le  dots  — .  ■  \  '.  \  \   .    before  the  signature,  sig;* 

fies  4,600  meb.     .   .   .    | In  the 

)orish.  the  dots  to  the  left  of  the  sraaU  stroke  are 
Ds,an(l  of  the  right  are  units ;  so  that  they  mean 
lirty-five  pieces  of  artillery.  The  date  at  the 
mom  of  my  letter  will  simply  signify  that  the 
iliiia  are  on  foot,  i^nd  ready  to  march*  The  re- 
arks  which  your  letter  contains, are  Well  adapted 
I  cause  the-  strongest  sensations  in  Kentucky — 
I  much  on  the  people  as  on  General  Wilkinson, 
id  other  distinguished  characters;  aod  I  will 
)t  fail  to  represent  them  in  that  point  of  view 
bich  is  the  most  striking,  and  I  will  strengthen 
em  with  those  which  the  study  I  have  made  of 
eir  interests  and  the  ardor  with-  which  I  desire 
see  their  decision  may  suggest.  However,  I 
ill  use  wisdom  and  prudence  in  uiy  measures, 
>t  to  compromise  myself;  and  alt  imaginable 
ecautions  will  be  necessary,  on  my  part,  in  order 
a  to  let  slip  anything  which  may  give  light  to 
y  design ;  for,,  whenever  they  see  me  enter  their 
rritory,  their  mistrust  and  their  jealousy  causes 
em  to  suspect  that  I  have  secret  objects  in  view. 
will  tell  Wilkinson  that  the  difficulty  and  the 
'Dger  of  carrying  money  by  land  haveprevented 
m  from  sending  the  640  piastres.  The  ambi- 
>D  and  politics  of  this  General  are  a  certain  war- 
nt  to  me  that  he  will  support  our  plans  f  which 
ive  always  been  his)  with  all  his  influence. 
nd  we  may  rely  upon  Nicholas,  Sebastian,  Innes, 
array, and  Clarke,  in  a  Word,  on  all  those  who 
e  attached  to  Wilkinson,  and,  also  those  who 
ere  to  compose  th^  army  of  Clarke.  The  prin- 
pal  characters  of  the  place  are  united  to  us  by 
ibition  and'  interest;  aad  an  excessive  Galli- 


of  the  people,  who  will  willingly  submit  to  your 
project.  If  I  give  credit  to  my  presentiment,  our 
success  is  infallible.  There  are  so  matiy  power* 
ful  motives  whichshould  lead  the  Western  States 
to  take  this  step,  that' we  should  be  permitted  to 
believe  that  they  had  lost  their  senses  if  they  flinch. 
As  to  myself,  I  will  spare  neither  pains  nor  labor 
for  the  success  of  this  important  revolution.  And 
I  have  to  request  of  jou^  that  vou  will  deign  to 
accept  of  my '  most  sincere  acknowledgment,  as 
well  for  having  launched  me  out  in  a  career  so 
glorious  and  so  brilliant,  as  for  protecting  me  from 
jealousy  and  hatred.  I  have  sieen  Ellfcott :  1  told 
him  ^at  you  con!imunicated  to  me  about  him, 
and  he  was  very  well  Mtisfied  with  it.  He  spoke 
of  you  in  the  most  flattering  terms,  and  requested 
me  to  present  you  his  best  respects,  and  to  assure 
you,  that,. however  affairs  may  turri  out,  he  will 
not  leave  the  province  without  seeing  you.  The 
1^000  piastre^  have  been  delivered  to  me^andl 
only  wait  a  horse  to  set  off.  Do  not  cease  to  trust 
in  my  zeal,  vigilance,  atid  courage. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  most  profound  re* 
spect,  and  n^ost  sincere  acknowledgment,  sir,  4bc. 
,  -,j:,-i^^.i^_^  THOS.  POWER. 

(*    J..... 


Mons;  Oe  Cabondelet. 


No.  42. 
^  General  Wilkinson  to  Mr*  Power. 

^     HEAoauARTERs,  DETROIT^  Sept,  ?,  1797. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  last  moment  received  your  let- 
ter of  the  day,  which  occasions  me  much  surprise. 

At  our  first  interview,  the  niffht  before  last,  I 
expressed  to  you  the  necessity  of  your  speedy  re- 
turn, by  the  shortesC. route,  to  the  Baron  de  Ca- 
rondelet,  with  the  answer  to  the  letter  which  you 
bore  me  from  him.  Tou  ofiered  no  objection  to 
this  proposition,  except  the  incapacity  of  your 
horses  for  the  journey,  which  I  immediately  agreed 
to  remove  by  furnishing  others. 

You  at  the  same  time  complained  to  me  of  vio- 
lence and  outrage  which  you  had  experienced  on 
your  journey  to  this  place — being  at  one  time 
stopped,  and  at  another  time  pursued,  seized,  and 
examined  in  every  particular  of  person,  baggage, 
and  papers.  .  It  seems  a  little  singular  that  you 
should  incline  to  retrace  a  route  Jn  which  you  had 
sufiere4  such  abuse,  when  a  secure  and  conveni- 
eiit  one  is  proposed  to  you. 

As  no  man  can  more  highly  appreciate  .the 
rights  of  treaties  and  of  individuals  than  myself,- 
and  as  I  am  well  apprized  of  the  obligations  sub- 
sisting between  the  United  States  and  His  Cath- 
olic Majesty^  I  am  among  the  last  men  on  earth 
who  would  wantonly  or  capriciously  question  the 
compacted  rights  of  the  two  sovereignties,  their 
citizen;  or  subjects. 

But,  as  you  have  approached  me  in  a  public 
character, and  on  national  business,  which  requires 
my  speedy  answer  to  the  letter  of  the  Governor 
of  Louisiana,  whose  messenger  you  are,  I  cannot 
consider  you  so  far  a  free  agent  as  to  elect  the 


'w.k.vu  «uu  iirkcicohy  wiuM  au  vawctoivc  vraiii-    time  Or  routc for  your  return;  but  that  you  stand 
im  and  a  love  of  change  anaw^  for  the  aopport  i  bound  by  motives  of  poliMcal  ioiport,  as.  well  to 
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Spain  as.to  the  Uoited  States,  to  consummate  the 
objects  of  yoar  mission  witiv  alt  possible  prompli- 
itude;  andj  of  consequence,  that  all  objects  of  a 
private  or  personal  nature  must  yield  jto  the  obli- 
gations of  public  duty. 

-  I  therefore,  sirf'cannol  recede  from  my  purpose, 
and  will  hope  you  miay  be  prepared  to  take  your 
departure  early  to-morrow  morning^  in  the  com- 
pany of  Captain  Shaumburg,  who  will  be  in- 
structed to  attend  you  to  New  Madrid,  und  who 
•will  receive  and  forward  any  letter  you  may  wish 
to  send  to  the  fallsof  Ohio, from  the  most  conve- 
nient point  of  your  route. 

With  due  consideration,  I  am,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant/  JAS.  WILKINSON. 

Mr.  Thomas  Power. 


No.  43. 


On  the  3d  of  June  last,  I  received  the  Baron  de 
Carondelet^s  letter  J  dated- 28th  of  the  preceding 
month,  accompanied  by  the  instructions  there 
announced,  of  which  I  enclose  copies  Nos.  1  and 
2.  In  consequence  of  the  orders  and  intention 
which  his  Excellency  has  deemed  proper  to  ad- 
vise me  of  in  them,  I  took  the  necessary  steps  for 
the  journey,  and  set  out  on  the-Sth  of  the  same 
inonih.  Having  lost  my  horses  the  day  I  set  out 
from  bayou  Pierre,  and  by  other  unforeseen  and 
unavoidable  accidents,  my  arrival  at  Nashville 
(capital  of  Cumberland)  was  retarded  until  the 
5th  of  July,  where  I  was  compelled  to  remain 
some  days,  as  well  to  execute  with  exactness  my 
private  instructions,  carefully  to  examine  the  dis- 
positions of  its  inhabitants,  with  respect  to  the 
difference  then  existing  between  the  United 
States  and  us,  anci  to  ascertains  definitively,  the 
part  which  they  intend  to  take  in  the  present 
crisis,  as  also  to  lessen  the  difficulties  which  were 
rising,  to  provide  against  dotibts,  and  avoid  the 
dangers  which  would  not  fail  to  result  from  the 
rumors  spread  among  the  public  as  to  the  true 
object  of  my  journey.  The  magistrate,  Mr.  J. 
Grordon,  detained  me  some  days. 

Havitig  done  away  And  overcome  these  diffi- 
culties, I  pursued  my  journey  to  Louisville,  where 
I  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Benjamin  Sebastian, 
to  whom,  as  the  above  letter  mentions.  I  comma- 
nieated  the  apparent  motive,  and  likewise  the 
true  cause  of  my  mission.  Besides,  the  proposi- 
tions expressed  m  my  instructions,  not  to  lose  the 
fruit  of  my  journey,  I  found  myself  compelled  to 
add  the  following,  since,  without  the  first,  I  per- 
ceived that  neither  he  nor  the  other  persons  in- 
terested in  this  important  undertaking  would 
have  taken  the  necessary  measures  for  the  happy 
issue  of  it.  In  the  first  plaee,  I^have  agreed,  that^ 
whenever  one  of  those  who  favored  the  fomenta- 
tion of  the  projects  of  the  Baron  should,  hy  this 
means,  lose  his  office,  he  shall  receive  from  the 
King  an  indemnification,  with  the.  emoluments 
which  he  enjoyed. 

2J.  That  the  boundary  line  on  the  north,  be- 
tween the  territory  of  His  Majesty  and  that  of 
the  new  States  of  the  east,  must  begin  at  the 
mottth  of  the  riyer  Yazoo^  and  >  extend  in  that 


direction  as  far  as  the  Tombigbee;  that  the  Un 
strong  post  or  Spanish  settlemeiit.  oo  said  rlTct 
be  six  miles  within  His  Majesty's  territories. 
.  3d.  That  the  plaqe  called  St.  Fernando  de  Its 
Barrancas,  with  all  the  land  granted  to  Spain  by 
the  Chicacba  nation,  in  the  treaty  made  with  he 
by  Mr.  M.  G.  de  Lemos,  niust  remain  io  Es 
Majesty's  possession. 

4ib.  That  the  King  is  not  to  interfere,  oeiiber 
directly  dr  indirectly,  in  the  formatioa  of  ibt 
government  or  laws  which  they  may  think  proper 
to  establish. 

Consequent  to  these  objects,  we  resolved  thii 
be  should  make  tbetaa  known  to  Messrs.  Niehole, 
Innes,  Todd,  and  other  persons  in  whom  be  cob- 
fidedj  who  were  zealous  for  the  improvemeot, 
prosperity,  and  independence  of  Kentucky,  iu^ 
absolutely  refusing  to  speak  to  Murray  or  Breck- 
en  ridge  on-  the  subject,  as  be  mistrusted  both. 
The  nrst  is  given  to  drink,  infi^deHty,and  perfidj; 
the  other  is  notorious  to  bold  conferences  with 
tbem,  directed  towards  verifying  the  desires  oi 
the  Baron,  and  concert  measures  to  that  effect 
In  the  mean  time,  I  should  continue  my  journey 
to  Detroit,  where  Qenera)  Wilkinson  was,  is  veil 
to  deliver  him  the  Baron's  letter,  as  to  coaeetl 
the  object  of  my  mission,  and  avoid  wbat  vis 
plotting  against  me  at  Louisville,  whose  ioiabi- 
tants  were  very  mutinous  at  my  arrival  la  ibe 
country,  and  were  openly  threatening  -me.  We 
agreed,  also,  that  on  my  return  I  should  pass 
through  Greenville,  Cincinnati,  Newport, George- 
town, Lexington,  Frankfort,  dbc.,  to  see  tbe  ges- 
ilemen  .above-mentioned,  and  inform  myself  thor- 
oughly of  the  result  of  their  conferences;  aod 
that  he,  (Sebastian,)  with  another  appoiaied 
person^  should  accompany  me  as  far  as  New  Or- 
leans. Notwithstanding,  Don  B.  Sebastiao  is 
persuaded  that,  for  the  pres^ent,  all  tbe  means  aad 
endeavors  used  to  stimulate  the  inhabitaDtsinthe 
Eastern  States  to  separate  themselves  from  ibe 
Confederation  will  be  useless^  still  he  will  ooi 
fail  to  elert  his  utmost  to^btam  what  wesoaoi- 
iously  desire. 

To  return  to  my  iourney.  I  sat  out  from  Loulsr 
ville  the  -^~  of  July,  to  arrive  at  Detroit  as  soot 
as  possible,  and  the  following  .day  I  met  witb  (be 
accident  manifested  in  tbe  documents  No.  — • 
Note,  that  on  the  16th  of  Juljr,  I  wrote  to  Captain 
Isaac  Quyon,  forwarding  hun  the  copy  of  tbe 
Baron  de  Carondelet's  letter  to  General  Jaioes 
Wilkinson;  I  enclosed  a  copy  of  mine  to  said 
Captain  Quyon,  No.  — .  Nothing  new  pre- 
sented itself  m  the  course  of  my  journey,  sad  1 
arrived  in  the  neighborhood  of  Detroit  uq  (be 
16th  of  August.  I  was  informed  that  Geoenl 
Wilkinson  had  set  out  for  Michilimackinac;  io 
consequence  of  which  I  did  not  enter  tiie  posi 
until  the  24th,  which  was  the  day  they  expected 
him,  but  he  did  not  return  before  the  3d  or  idxd 
September.  Before  he  arrived,  as  soon  as  U 
knew  that  I  was  there,  he  ordered  me  to  remain 
arrested  in  the  quarters  of  the  officers.  Oa  the 
6th  he  delivered  me  his  answer  to  tbe  Go verofln 
letter,  obliging  me  (c<nUraju$  gentium)  to  retwa 
to  New  Madrid,  by  Wabash,  unde^a  guard,  coft- 
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ninded  by  Captain.  Bartholomew  Shaumburff, 
s  is  proved,  Dot  only  b^  my  correspondence  wiin 

lim  on  the  sabject,  which  is  copied  in  No. , 

Jo. ;,  and  No.  — * — ,  but  also  by  the  annexed 

ecla ration  of  Sbaumbarff,  No.  — '-^.  On  my  ar- 
ival  at  Post  Vineennes.  1  dispatched  an  express 
0  Louisville,  with  a  letter  for  Benjamin  Sebas- 

ian^  a  copy  of  which  goes  enclosed,  No. 

dvising  him  of  what  had  occurred,  and  inform- 
Dg  him  minutely  of  the  motives  which  prevented 
ae  from  complying  with  my  promise  gtven  him. 
)a  the  10th  of  October  we  arrived  at  New  Ma- 
rid,  without  any  particular  occurrence.  I  re- 
lained  in  that  place  fifteen  days,  waiting  for 
Ir.  Sebastian.  Finally,  seeing  that  he  din  not 
ome,  and  not  hearing  from  him,  I  departed  on 
be  24ih  of  October,  but  by  low  tides,  bad  weather, 
nd  winds  from  the  southward.  I  did  hot  arrive 
t  this  capital  before  the  30ih  of'  last  month. 
Taptaio  Sbaamburg,  by^  order  of  General  Wil- 
iosoD,and  on  account  of.  the  Unile4  States, 'de> 
rayed  all  the  expenses  of  our  yoyage  frorb  De- 
roit  to  New  Madrid.  Bat  let  us  return  to  the 
bject  of  my  mission.  '  ^  , 

General  Wilkinson  received  me  rery  coolly. 
)uriog  the  first  conference  I  had  with  him,  he 
M  me  very  bitterly,  *'  we  are  both  lost,  without 
eiog  able  to  derive  any  advantage  from  your 
3urney,"  and  asked  me  afterwards  if  I  had 
rougbt  him  the  $640;  he  added,  that  the  Exec- 
tive  had  given  orders  to  the  Governor  of  the 
Northwest  Territory  to  take  and  send  me  to 
Philadelphia ,  that  there  was  no  other  resource 
n  me  to  escape,  but  by  permitting  myself  to  be 
Oiiducted  immediately  under  a  guard  to  Fort 
fassac,  and  from  there  to  New  Madrid.  Having 
iformed  him.  of  the  proposals  x>f  the  Baron^  he 
roceeded  to  tell  me  that  it  was  a  chimerical 
reject,  which  it  was  impossible  to  execute;  that 
^e  inhabitants  of  the  Western  States,  having 
btained  by  treaty  all  they  desired,  would  not 
rish  to  form  any  other  political  or  commercial 
Iliaoces,  and  that  they  bad  no  motive  for  8epa(- 
iticg  themselves  from  the  interests  of  the  other 
itates  of  the  Union,  even  if  France  and  Spain 
lionld  make  them  the  most  advantageous  oners; 
lat  the  fermentation  which  existed  four  years 
ack  is  now  appeased ;  that  the  depredations  and 
ezations  which  American  commerce  suffered 
om  the  French  privateers  had  inspired  them 
rith  an  implacable  hatred  for  their  nation ;  that 
me  of  the  Kentuckians  had  proposed  to  hi'm  to 
lise  three  thousand  men  to  invade  Louisiana,  in 
ase  war  shoitld  be  declared  between  the  United 
dates  and  Spain ;  that  the  latter  bad  no  other 
oorse  to  pursue,  under  the  present  circumstances, 
ttt  to  com  pi V  fully  with  the  treaty,  which  had 
verturned  all  his  plans,  dbc.,  and  rendered  useless 
tie  labors  of  more  than  ten  years;  that  as  to  him, 
e  said  he  had  destroyed  his  ciphers,  and  torn  all 
is  correspondence  with  our  Government,  and 
tiat  his  duty  and  his  honor  did  not  permit  him 
3  continue  it;  that^  withail,  the  Governor  ought 
ot  to  be  apprehepsive  of  his  abusing  the  coofi- 
enee  which  he  had  placed  in  him ;  finally,  that 
tpain,  by  delivering  up  to  the  United  States  the 
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Territory  of  Natchez,  &«.,  might  perhaps  nao;ie 
him  Governor  of  it,  and  that  tnen  he  would  not 
want  opportunities  to  take  more  effectual  mea* 
^ures  to  comply  with  his  political  projects.  He 
complains  very  much  that  the  secret. of  his  con- 
A^xion  with  our  Government  had  been  divulged, 
for  want  of  prudence  on  our  part;  that  he  knew 
in  September,  of  the  last  year,  by  means  of  one 
of  his  officers,  that  Spain  had  no  intention  to  give 
up  the  posts,  since  the  above-mentioned  officer 
saw  a  letter  at  Po^t  Vineennes,  written  by  a 
Spanish  officer,  of  the  lUiiiois,  and  directed  to  aa 
inhabitant  of  tnat  place,  in  which  he  tells  hioi 
that  Mr*  Audrain  has  a  correspondence  with  Z. 
Trudeau,  (or  makes  it  to  be  believed,}  and  that 
he  communicates  to  him  private  affairs  of  the 
Govecnment,  so  that  Audrain  is  accustomed  to 
sfM'ead  news  that,  at  all  events,  may  cause  a  rup- 
ture in  the  frontiers ;  tha|t  Mr.  Trudeau  has  coor 
ducted  himself  with  a  great  deal  of  imprudence 
having  sent  emissaries  among  the  Indians,  in  the 
territory  of  the  United  States,  inviting  them  to 
come  and  establbh  themselves  in  that  of  Spain  j 
telling  them  that  hb  father,  the  Spaniard,  was  at 
war  with  the  English,  and  that  be  would  sooa 
make  it  with  the  Americans,  dbc. 

With  respect  to  the  dispositions  of  the  people 
of  Kentucky,  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Sebastian  differs 
very  much  from  that  of  General  Wilkinson.  He 
says,  that  even  if  war  is  declared  between  Spain 
and  the  United  States^  we  will  have  nothing  to 
fear  from  the  Kentuckians;  and  he  has  not  omit- 
ted to  insinuate  that  it  would  be  the  most  effica- 
cious mode  to  spur  them  on  to  take  a  violent  part 
against  the  Eastern  States.  Without  considering 
the  many  representations  which,  verbally  and  ia 
writing,  I  have  made  to  your  Bxcelleocy,  and  to 
the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  on  this  subject,  I  will 
recapitulate,  in  a  few  words,  the  result  of  my 
many  observations,  made  with  the  most  acrupi^ 
lous  attention. 

A  great  portion  of  the  principal  characters  ia 
Kentucky,  Qumberland,  and  the  Northwest  Ter- 
ritory, haVe  been  instigators  of  the  expedition  of 
Genet  and  Clarke  against  this  province,  conse- 
quently they  are  enemies  of  those  who  are  of  the 
French  ;v  more  than  one-half  of  the  rest  are, those 
who  take  the  greatest  interest  in  a  more  intimate 
union  of  the  Western  States  with  us;  and  many 
of  those  who  remain,  as  they  are  not  very  dest- 
rous  of  gaining  conquests  oyer  Spain,  but  only  to 
preserve  the  limits  and  privileges  marked  in  the 
treaty,  will  do  what  they  can,  in  order  to  avoid 
hostilities.  The  people  permit  themselves  to  he 
implicitly  governed  by  one  of  the  parties  men- 
tioned ;  so  that,  considering  these  circumstances, 
we  may  labor  under  no  appreheasions  on  this 
account.  But  other  more  weighty  reasons  oppose 
to  their  declaring  themselves  independent  of  the 
Eastern  States.  I  will  content  myself  with  re- 
lating the  principal  one:  Whilst  they  will  be 
making. a  treaty  with  the  Gh>vernment  of  Louisi- 
ana, what  certainty  will  they  have  that  the 
Cabinet  of  New  Madrid  is  not  making  a  treaty, 
at  the  same  time,  very  different  from  wha' 
may  have  agreed  to   here?     Sxperier 
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taogbt  them,  to  their  misfortune^  that  this  is  not 
a  mere  conjecture.  Three  motives  al one  would 
he  able  to  impel  them  to  break  the  confederation 
with  the  other  States,  viz: 

1st  War  with  the  Republic  of  France. 

2d.  A  prohibition  to  navi^te  the  Mississippi^ 
and  to  eetabiish  themselves  m  the  dominions  of 
the  King. 

3d.  Their  incapacity  to  pay  in  cash  their  share 
of  the  common  duties,  (928,000,)  or  to  see  the 
Ctoremment  intent. on  recorering  it  bv  force.     . 

These  are  the  axes  upon  which  their  policy 
turns.  It  now  remains  for  me  to  say  something 
of  the  military  forces  of  the  United  States.  Their 
Armj  amounts  to  near  three  thousand  men  ;  they 
cdnsist  of  four  regiments  of  infantry,  one  double 
regiment  of  artillery,  and  two  comfMinies  of  cav- 
alry. In  each  regiment  there  are  eieht  compa- 
nies; each  company  is  composed  of  sizty-nre 
tn«n,  including  a  captain,  a  lieutenant,  and  an 
ensign ;  but  there  is  not  one  complete.  It  must 
be  oDserred.  that  the  two  companies  of  cavalry 
amount  to  one  hundred  and  eiehty  men;  but 
there  are  only  sixty  mounted.  Each  regiment 
has  a  colonel  and  two  sergeant  majors.  The  first « 
regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel  Hamtramok,  is 
ftt  Fort  Wayne,  and  the  other  forts  towards  Fort 
Washin^on ;  the  second,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Strong,  IS  encamped  at  Detroit,  Michiltmackinac, 
Niagara,  PresquMsle.  Oswq^o,  dec*.;  the  third j 
eommanded  by  Colonel  C&ither,  fortifies  the 
forts  of  Massac,  Barrancas,  dbc.,  one  or  two  com- 
panies remaining  in  Georgia;  the  fourth,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Butler,  is  in  Tennessee ;  the 
Artillery  men  are  divided  among  the  forts,  al- 
though the  greatest  part  does  not  go  from  Stony 
Point,  in  the  Eastern  States ;  the  cavalry  is  di- 
Tided  between  Tennessee,  Detroit,  and  Fort 
Washington.  With  regard  to  their  forts,  as  it  is 
a  subject  of  little  importance  to  us,  I  do  not  wish 
to  trouble  your  Excellency  with  a  tedious  de- 
acrtption  of  them.  There  is  a  strict  diseipline 
observed  in  the  Army  y  the  soldiers  are  almost  all 
youths,  from  sixteen  to  twenty-six  years  of  a^ ; 
they  ^0  throo|[h  some  military  evolutions  with 
anmcient  precision.  With  respect  to  the  oflScers, 
from  the  lowest  to  the  highest,  (excepting  very 
few,)  they  are  deficient  of  those  qualities  which 
ttdorn  a  good  soldier^  except  fierceness,  and  are 
overwhelmed  in  ignorance,  and  in  the  most  base 
▼ices. 

The  influence  of  General  Wilkinson  in  Ken- 
tucky has  become  verv  limited;  and  in  the  Army, 
by  wishing  toestablisn  some  innovations,  lessens 
it  from  day  to  day.  I  hope,  from  what  is  said  on 
the  subject  of  my  mission,  that  you  will  be  con- 
vinced that,  if  it  has  not  had  a  more  happy  issue, 
it  ought  not  to  be  attributed  in  any  manner  to 
indiscretion  on  my  part,  since  it  is  evident  that 
it  sprunff  from  a  cause  which  no  human  penetra- 
tion could  foresee,  and  no  prudence  prevent ;  and 
if  I  have  been  deficient  in  the  intelligence  and 
capacity  which  the  discharge  of  my  commission 
required,  it  will  not  be  boldness  in  me  to  say, 
that  the  promptitude  and  zeal,  silence  and  fidelity, 
which,  on  more  important  occasions,  I  have  num- 


ifested  in  the  service  of  His  Majesty,  hire  oc: 
been  of  aay  avail  on  the  present  God  pre^em 
you  many  years. 

Decexbgr  5. 1797. 

P.  S.  I  enclose  you,  with  the  other  docomniL 
the  account  of  the  expense  of  the  joanef.Ks. 
11 ;  that  of  the  six  hundred  and  fortf  dollan 
which  General  Wilkinson  so  anxiooslf  solieib, 
and  which  he  has  charged  me  to  receire  oo  hi: 
account,  I  remitted  to  the  Baron  de  Caroiuiek! 
in  the  month  of  May,  of  this  year.  No.  3,  viil 
the  other  documents,  those  which  I  receireiii 
stated  in  his  official  letter  of  the  28th  of  Uc 
same  month  and  year,  of  which  I  ako  encb 
a  copy.  No.  12. 

Mr.  MAifufiL  GiiYOSo  db  Lemos. 


No.  70. 


Qeneral  Wilkinson  to  Thamas  Poww. 

HEADauABTEfie,  Greevtillb, 

Miy25,I796. 
Sir  :  The  day  before  yesterday  I  had  the  horot 
to  receive  a  letter  from  you,  under  dateofi^( 
30th  instant,  in  which  you  reqaest  leare  to  m 
this  place,  and  to  proceed  by  Bt.  Yincefliffud 
the  Illinois,  to  New  Madrid.  Permit  me.  sir.  to 
observe,  that  this  precaution  was  uooecessvTjtt 
a  time  when  the  United  Slates  of  AmeriatR 
happily  at  peace  with  all  the  world.  Id  tbisa- 
viable  situation,  the  bflicers  of  toe  AmericiD 
Army  have  no  concealments  to  make,  aod  there 
fore  our  camps  and  our  forts  are  free  (o  the  in 
gress  anci  egress  of  all  persons  who  deport  iheiB- 
selves  with  propriety.  I  beg  yow,  sir,  to  beliw 
that,  upon  an  unpleasant  occasion,  to  Trhicti  pc 
are  pleased  to  refer,  my  condact  wasdiiecin 
more  by  the  delicacy  of  my  owe  silnation  lAan 
any  sense  of  your  demerit.  Neither  nif  iffflp** 
thies  nor  my  antipathies  have  ever  gained  saeh 
an  ascendant  over  my  reason,  as  to  iacboe  me 
to  condemn  upon  hearsay,  or  to  adopt  the  pre- 
judices of  any  man*  I  thank  po,  sir,  for  the 
trouble  you  have  given  yourself,  in  briogiog  for- 
ward the  segars  comnritted  to  your  charge bvor 
very  worthy  friends,  Governor  Qayow  and  v^ 
Andres ;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  doe  eoa 
sideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient  sernDit 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Mr.  Tbobtas  Power. 


No.  44. 
New  OaLBARS,  ipril  23, 179?- 
Sib  :  I  have  received  the  letter  yoa  hocoff- 
me  with,  which  I  have  not  been  cpablcd  toc 
swer  sooner  on  account  of  a  multiplicity  of  o««^ 
nations.    In  consequence  of  the  news  whiu 
have  received  from  our  Envoy  towards  the  Ufr 
ted  States,  that  the  English  are  going  to  iitt» 
the  Illinois,  I  am  compelled  to  change  aoev » 
arrangements  I  had  taken  to  begin  the  deii8<r 
tion  of  the  limits ;  because,  if  the  expedition  >}"^ 
sufficient  consequence  to  take  possession  olji 
Louis,  which,  as  you  know  very  well,  has  v» 
very  had  fort,  only  calculated  to  siieoci  tbcst^' 


lUl 


APPENDIX. 


2342 


Brigadier  Cfeneral  James  fFUkiiwait, 


gesj  we  imve  nothiDg  remaioiBg  as  far  as  No- 
Itles  that  coold  stop  the  enemy,  and  protect, 
jower  Lottistana;  in  consequence  of  wnicb,  I 
lare  ordered  Mr.  Cktyoso  to  make  kftown  to  Mr. 
Sliieott,  and  tke  commander  of  the  Americlin 
leiachment,  that  I  find  myself  compelled  to  pnt 
^ogales  in  a  stale  ,of  defence,  and  to  for  ward  there 
ill  the  troope  and  artillery,  existing  at  Natebex« 
vfaere  I  shall  leare  but  fifty  men,  commanded  by 
)oD  Mannel  Lan2os,  Mr.  Qayoso  baing  com- 
lelled  to  go  with  Messrs.  Ooillemard  and  Per- 
ihet  to  Nogales  to  hasten  the  preparations.  Fi* 
ially,I  am  going,  moreorer,  to  send  up  to  Nogales 
i  eomptny  of  grenadiers.  As  il  is  requisite  that 
it  Natchez  there  should  be  an  intelligent  person 
rho  should  watch,  and  be  informed  of,  the  steps 
aken  by  the  Commissary  and  commanding  offi'* 
ier,  I  have  ordained  that  you. should  serre  Mr. 
janzos  as  secretary  and  interpreter,  who  is  not 
leficient  in  foesse ;  and  that  Vidal  shall  accom* 
any  Mr.  Qayoso  to  Nogales^  or*  to  the  Illinois, 
vith  money  and  despatches, which  I  send  there. 
ifoa  must  send  me  an  exact  information  of  all 
hat  passes  worthjr  mentioning,  and  endeavor  to 
Dsinuate  yourself  into  the  confidence  of  the  Ame- 
icaa  commander,  whom. you  must  endeavor  to 
sake  opposed  to  Bllicott ;  even  if  it  should  cost 
^OQ  some  hundred  dollars  In  presents  to  the  King, 
et  that  bs  no  obstacle,  and  I  assure  yon  that  they 
rili  be  satisfied ;  by  these  means  we  will  reduce 
£llicott  to  be  unaUe  to  act  by  himself,  and  we 
rosld  be  safe  on  that  quarter. 

The  Envoy  of  His  Majesty  has  intimated  to 
he  Minister  of  Foreign  Aflfairs  that  the  English 
spedition  eonld  not  arrive  at  St  Louis  de  IHi- 
lois  without  violating  the  American  territory. 
ind  that  he  expected  that  the  United  States  woula 
«  opposed  to  their  passage,  and  observe  exactly 
he  last  treaty  concluded  with  Spain.  If  the  con- 
rary  happens,  I  doubt  not  but  it  will  be  annui^ 
ed.  At  the  Havana  are  expected  twelve  thou<* 
apd  Spanish  troops.  The  reception  you  met 
sith  from  Mr.  Qayoso  does  not  astonish  me  $  but 
i  am  exactly  of  your  opinion  relative  to  the  con- 
leqaences  whtcn  will  follow.  It  is  impossible 
hat  the  wise  inhabitants  of  Nateheas  can  agree  to 
I  step  which,  by  insultiitg  a  Power  jealous  o#  its 
wwer,  would  expose  them  to  certain  ruiti,  and  to 
ye  disavowed  by  the  United  States,  who,  assur^ 
idly,  will  not  undoftain  a  war  against  Spain  and 
^nee  to  maintain  a  step  taken  against  the  law 
>f  equity,  and  of  the  tights  of  nations.  I  believe 
t  so  very  improbable;  that  1  cause  to  retire,  as  I 
old  you,  the  troops,  nnd  I  only  leave  a  detach- 
nent  to  maintain  good  order,  and  to  repel  the 
asolts  of  the  savages.  As  to  Mr.  Bllicott,  whose 
:ondact  towards  me  has  been  verv  unbecoming, 
:sn  be  very  easily  recalled,  ot  at  least  restricted 
to  the  only  commission  of  the  limits,  becaase  I 
lave  strongly  written  to  the  Envoy  of  His  Ma- 
iesty  and  to  the  Prince  of  Peace. 

It  appears  that  the  b^inning  of  this  mistmder- 
(tanding  between  Mr.  Uayoso  and  Mr.  Sllieott, 
IS  Mr.  Nolan  teld  me,  proceeds  from  the  follow- 
ng  cause:  that  some  Choctaw  savage  having 
Irank  to  excess,  got  in  dispute  with  some  of  the 


servants  of  the  latter  gentleman,  who  thought 
that  the  Qovernor  had  made  them  inebriated  to 
cause  them  to  put  him  and  his  people  to  the 
sword ;  so  much  so  that  Nolan  has  been  com- 
pelled to  remain  two  nights  in  his  camp  to  tran- 
quillize him.  What  lowness  in  a  man  who  boasts 
of  the  title  of  the  representant  of  a  nation !  It 
was  I  who  ordered  that  the  American  detach* 
meat  miffht  remain  near  Mr.  Bllicott,  and  I  dis- 
approved, from  the  first  moment,  the  opposition 
which  was  made.  If  Mr.  Bllicott  had  officiallj 
informed  me  of  his  entering  my  province,  as  it  is 
customary,  and  had  addressed  himself  to  me  on 
aecountofmotivesof  complaint  which  he  thought 
just,  I  should  have  acted  with  frankness  towards 
him,  and  nothing  of  that  kind  would  have  haf^ 
pened,  except  the  suspension  of  the  evacuation  of 
those  nosts  which  depend  on  me,  not  thinking 
myselr  authorized  to  dieliver  them  up  with  their 
for tificati Otis  aad  edifices,  as  Qeneral  Wayne  and 
Don  Andres  Etiksott  exacted. 

I  have  thought  it  rery  strange  that  the  Ameti- 
can  flag  should  be  permitted  to  be  hoisted  before 
the  door  of  Bllicott.  I  could  not  help  observing 
it,  although  I  do  not  wish  to  sour  them  by  com- 
manding It  to  be  taken  away.. 

I  have  just  written  to  W.  and  sent  my  letter  to 
Mr.  Nolan,  a  fine  young  man.  and  of  whom  I 
think  highly.  He  told  me  he  bad  a  secure  con- 
veyance to  forward  it  to  him.  It  had  been  a  long 
time  since  I  wrote  him,  not  having  an  opportu- 
nity, and  fearing  to  compromise. 

Farewell ;  let  me  hear  from  you,  and  command 
him  who  ha»  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greateM 
consideration,  sir,  your  very  humble  and  obedient 
servant, 

t>B  CARONDELBT. 

P.  8.  The  Envoy  of  His  Majesty  towards  th^ 
United  States  has  sent  to  the  Illinois  the  French 
engineer,  Mr.  Finiels,  to  fortify  it  if  there  is  time; 
but  he  will  have  found  there  Vandenbenden  oo- 
cupied  at  the  same  thing.  Do  you  know  tl^ 
former  1 


No.  46/^Deposition  of  Daniel  Clvke. 

WAStttHGTOlf  CiTT,  /Oft.  IL  l606. 

In  obedience  to  the  dltection  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  expressed  in  the  resolution  off 
Friday  last,  I  submit  the  following  statement: 

I  arrived  from  Europe  at  New  Orleans  in  De* 
cember,  1786,  having  been  invited  to  the  country 
by  an  uocleofconsideriible  wealth  and  infiueoee, 
who  had  beep  long  resident  in  that  citv.  Shortly 
after  my  arrival  I  was  employed  in  tne  office  di 
the  Secretary  of  the  Qoterament.  This  office 
was  the  depository  of  all  State  papers.  In  1787 
Gleneral  Wilkinson  made  his  first  visit  to  New 
Orleans,  and  was  introduced  by  my  uncle  to  the 
Gk>vemor,  and  other  ofiicers  of  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment. 

In  the  succeeding  year,  1788,  much  sensation 
was  excited  by  the  report  of  his  having  entered 
into  some  arrangements  with  the  (Government  ot 
Louisiana  to  separate  the  Western  coantry  from 
the  United  States  y  aaid  this  teport  acquired  great 
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credit  upon  his  Bccond  visit  to  liew  Orleans  in 
1789.  About  this  time  I  »w  a  letter  from  the 
General  to  a  person  in  New  Orleans,  giviog  an 
acconnt  of  Colonel  Connelly's  mission  to  bim 
from  tbe  Britisb  Government  in  Canada,  and  of 
proposals  made  to  him,  on  the  part  of  that  Gov- 
ernment, and  mentioning  his  determination  of 
adhering  to  his  connexion  with  the  Spaniards. 

My  intimacy  with  the  officers  of  the  Spanish 
Government,  and  my  access  to  official  informa- 
tion, disclosed  to  me  shortly  afterwards  some  of 
the  plans  the  General  had  proposed  to  the  Gov- 
ernment for  effecting  the  contemplated  separa- 
tion. The  general  project  was,  the  severance  of 
the  Western  country  from  the  United  States, 
and  the  establishment  of  a  separate  Government, 
in  the  alliance  aod  under  the  protection  of  Spain. 
Id  effecting  this,  Spain  was  to  furnish  money  and 
arms ;  and  the  minds  of  the  Western  people  were 
to  be  seduced  and  brought  over  to  the  project,  by 
liberal  advantages  resulting  from  it,  to  be  held 
out  by  Spain.  The  trade  of  the  Mississippi  vi^as 
to  be  rendered  free,  the  port  of  New.Orleans  to 
be  opened  to  them,  and  a  free  commerce  allowed 
in  the  productions  of  the  new  Grovernment  witli 
,  Spain,  and  her  West  India  islands. 

I  remember  about  the  same  time  to  have  seen 
a  list  of  names  of  citizens  of  the  Western  country, 
which  was  in  the  handwriting  of  the  General, 
who  were  recommended  for  pensions,  and  the 
sums  were  stated  proper  to  be  paid  to  each,  and  1 
then  distinctly  understood  that  he  and  others 
were  actually  pensioners  of  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment. 

I  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  money  being 
paid  to  General  WilkinsoQ,  or  to  any  agent  for 
oim  on  account  of  bis  pension,  previously  to  the 
year  1793  or  1794.  In  one  of  these  years,  and  in 
which  I  cannot  be  certain  until  I  can  consult  my 
books,  a  Mr.  La  Cassagne.  who  I  understood  was 
postmaster  at  the  falls  of  Ohio,  came  to  New  Or- 
leans, and,  as  one  of  the  association  with  General 
Wilkinson  in  the  project  of  dismemberment,  re* 
ceived  a  sum  of  money,  four  thousand  dollars  of 
which,  or  thereabout,  were  embarked  by  a  special 
permittton,  free  of  duty,  on  board  a  vessel  which 
had  been  consigned  to  me,  and  which  sailed  for 
Philadelphia;  in  which  vessel  a  Mr.  La  Cassagne 
went  passenger.  At  and  prior  to  this  period  I 
had  various  opportunities  of  seeing  the  projects 
aubmitted  to  the  Spanish  Government,  aod  of 
learning  many  of  the  4etails  from  the  agenu  em- 
ployed to  carry  them  into  execution. 

In  1794,  two  gentlemen,  of  the  names  of  Owens 
and  Collins,  friends  and  agents  of  General  Wilk- 
inson, came  to  New  Orleans.  To  the  first  was 
entrusted,  as  I  was  particularly  informed  by  tbe 
officers  of  the  Spanish  Government,  the  sum  of 
aix  thousand  dollai^  to  be  delivered  to  General 
Wilkinson  on  account  of  bis  own  pension,  and 
that  of  others.  On  his  way,  in  returning  to  Ken* 
tacky,  Owens  was  murdered  by  his  boat's  crew, 
and  tbe  money,  it  was  understood,  was  made 
away  with  by  them.  This  occurrence  occasioned 
a  considerable  noise  in  KenUkcky.andcoAtribuied 
with  Mr.  Power^s  visits  at  a  auoseiiuent  period, 


to  awaken  the  suspicion  of  General  WiyM,vb9 
took, measures  to  intercept  the  correspoodeocetf 
General  Wilkinson  with  the  Spanish  Goven- 
meni,  which  were  not  attended  with  soeces. 

Collins,  the  co-agent  with  Owens,  first  attem{!t- 
ed  to  fit  out  a  small  vessel  ia  the  port  of  N«f 
Orleans,  in  order  to  proceed  to  some  port  in  \^. 
Atlantic  Stales;  but  she  was  .destrr^ed  brtk 
hurricane  of  .the  month  of  August,  1794.  Ht 
then  fitted  out  a  small  vessel  in  the  btfoo  Si 
John,  and  shipped  in  herat  least  eleven  thoosul 
dollars,  which  oe  took  round  to  Charleston. 

This  shipment  was  made  under  sach  pecniiiz 
oircumstances  that  it  became  kaova  to  micj. 
and  the  destinatiofi  of  it  was  afterwards  follf  fib- 
closed  to  me  by  the  oijicers  of  the  Spsnish  Got- 
ernment,  bv  Collins,  and  by  Genera)  Wilkiosoe 
himself,  who  complained  that  CoUias,  instead  of 
sending  biia  the  money  on  his  arrival,  had  ea- 

floyeii  it  in  some  wild  sneculalions  to  the  West 
odies,  by  which  he  had  lost  a  considenbk  um, 
and  that,  in  consequence  af  the  mbratugeffleo: 
of  his  agenis,  he  had  derived  but  little  advaotif 
from  the  money  paid  on  liis  account  by  the Spu* 
ish  Government. 

Mr.  Power  was  a  Spanish  subject,  readatio 
Louisiana,  and  the  object  of  his  visits  to  the 
Western  country  became  known  to  meialT^ 
when  he  embarked  on  board  tbe  brig  GtfaQ.tt 
New  Orleans,  for  Philadelphia,  in  compuf  vith 
Judge  Sebastian,  in  which  vessel,  as  she  bid  been 
consigned  to  myself,  I  saw  embarked,  ooder  a 
special  perraision,four  thousand  dollars  or  tkoe* 
about,  which  I  was  informed  were  for  Scb^ 
tian's  own  account,  as  one  of  those  eooceroedia 
the  scheme  of  dismemberment  of  tbe  Westera 
country. 

Mr.  Power,  as  he  afterwards  informed  ae.M 
his  tour  through  the  Western  country,  sav Gen- 
eral Wilkinson  at  Greenville,  and  wasthebtaR^ 
of  a  letter  to  him  from  the  Secretary  of  tkeGor- 
emment  of  Louisiana,  dated  7th  or  8th  oflb^ 
1796,  advising  that  a  sum  of  mooev  had  ^ 
sent  to  Don  Thomas  Portellt«ommaQdantofI)ev 
Madrid,  to  be  delivered  to  hisorder.  Thiiffloaef 
Mr.  Power  deli  vered  to  Mr.  Nolan  by  Wilkiosflt'i 
directions.  What  coaeemed  Mr.  Nolas'i  ifcn^r 
in  this  business  I  iearned  from  himself,  wheav 
afterwards  visited  New  Orleans. 

In  1797,  Power  waa  entrvsled  with  another 
mission  to  Kentucky,  aod  had  directions  to  prD- 
pose  certain  plans  to  effect  the  separation  oT^ 
Western  country  from  the  United  Sutes.  To^ 
plans  were  proposed  and  rejected^as  be  often  j^ 
emnly  assured  me^  through  the  meaas  of  a  Mr* 
George  Nicholas,  to  whoio,  among  others,  i^F 
were  communicated,  who  spuroed  the'ideaofr^ 
ceivittg  foreign  money.  Power  then  proceeoes 
to  Detroit  to  see  General  Wilkiosoo,  and «« 
sent  back  by  him  iinder  guard  to  New  Madrs. 
from  whence  he  returned  to  New  Orleans.  Po»' 
er's  secret  instructions  were  known  to  ^  ^' 
wards,  and  I  am  enabled  to  state  that  (be  p 
then  contemplated  entirely  failed.  .     , 

At  tbe  periods  spoken  of,  and  for  some  uoetf* 
terwards,  I  waa  f  eaideot  ia  the  Spaaisb  (emu»f 
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ubject  to  the  Spanisih  laws,  and  without  aof  ez- 
wccation  of  beeomiDg  a  citizen  of  the  United 
>tates.  My  obligations  were  then  to  conceal, 
ind  not  to  communicate  to  the  Grovernment  of 
be  United  States  the  projects  and  enterprises 
rbicb  I  hare  mentioned  o^  General  Wilkinson 
;Dd  the  Spanish  Government. 

Id  the  month  of  October  of  1798, 1  visited  Gen- 
iral  Wilkinson,  by  his  particular  request,  at  his 
amp  at  Loftus  Heights,  where  he  had  shortly  be- 
bre  arrived.  The  General  had  heard  of  remarks 
Dade  by  me,  on  the  subject  of  his  pension,  which 
lad  rendered  him  uneasy,  and  he  was  desirous  of 
QBkin|  some  arrangements  with  me  on  the  sab- 
ect.  I  passed  three  days  and  nights  in  the  Gener- 
ics tent.  The  chief  subjects  of  our  conversation 
rere  the  views  and  enterprises  of  the  Spanish 
Yovernment  in  relation  to  the  United  States,  and 
peculations  as  to  the  result  of  political  affairs. 

In  the  course  of  our  conversation,  he.  stated 
bat  there  was  attU  a  balance  of  ten  thousand 
oHars  due  him  by  the  Spanish  Government  for 
rhich  he  would  gladly  take  in  exchange  Gk>r- 
TDor  Gayoso's  plantation  near  Natche?,  who 
light  reimburse  himself  from  the  treasury  at 
lew  Orleans.  I  asked  the  General  whether  this 
dm  was  due  on  the  old  business  of  the  pension  $ 
e  replied  that  it  was,  and  intimated  a  wish  that 
should  propose  to  €k>vernor  Ghiyoso  a  trans- 
*j  of  his  plantation  for  the  sum  of  money  due 
im  from  the  Spanish  treasury.  The  whole 
Sair  had  always  been  odious  to  me^  and  1  de* 
lined  any  agency  in  it.  1  acknowledged  to  hira 
lat  I  had  often  spoken  freely  and  publicly  of 
is  Spanish  pension,  but  told  him  I  bad  commu- 
icated  nothing  to  bis  Government  on  the  subr 
*ct.  I  advised  him  to  drop  hia  Spanish  oonnex- 
)Q.  He  jastified  it  heretofore  from  the  peculiar 
tuation  of  Kentucky ;  the  disadvaatagea  that 
ODD  try  labored  under  at  the  period  when  he 
>rmed  bis  coaaezion  with  the  Spaniards;  the 
oobtfol  and  distracted  state  of  the  Union  at  thaft 
me,  which  he  represented  as  bound  together  by 
othing  better  than  a  rope  of  sand;  and  he  aa- 
ired  me  solemnly  that  he  had  terminated  bis 
onnexions  with  the  Spanish  Government,  and 
lat  they  never  should  be  renewed.  I  gave  the 
(eoeral  to  understand  that,  as  the  afbir  stood,  I 
lould  not  in  future  say  anything  about  it.  From 
lat  petiod  Until  the  present,  I  ha ve  heard  one 
{port  only  of  the  former  connexion  being  re- 
ewed,  and  that  was  in  1804,  shortly  after  the 
^neral's  departure  from  New  Orleans.  I  had 
een  absent  for  two  or  three  months,  and  re- 
irned  to  the  citv  not  long  after  General  Wilkin* 
3n  sailed  from  it.  I  was  informed  by  the  late 
[ayor,  that  reports  had  reached  the  ears  of  the 
bvernor,  of  a  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  hav- 
ig  been  received  by  tiie  General,  of  the  Spanish 
rovernment.  while  he  tras  olle  of  the  commis* 
oners  for  taking  possession  of  Lousiaiia.  He 
'ished  me  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  theni, 
'hich  1  agreed  to  do,  on  condition  that  I  might 
e  permitted  to  communicate  the  suspicion  to  the 
leneral,if  the  fact  alleged  against  him  could  not 
e  verified.    Thia  was  assented  to.    I  made  the 


inquiry,  and  satisfied  myself,  bf  an  inspection  of 
the  treasury  book  for  1804,  that  the  ten  thousand 
dollars  had  not  been  paid.  I  then  communicated 
the  circumstance  to  a  friend  of  the  General,  Mr. 
Evan  Jones^  with  a  request  that  he  would  in- 
form him  or  it.  The  report  was  revived  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  by  a  letter  from  Colonel 
Ferdinand  Claiborne,  of  Natchez,  to  the  delegate 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory.  A  member  of  the 
House  informed  me  that  the  money  in  question 
was  acknowledged  by  General  Smich  to  have 
been  received  at  the  time  mentioned,  but  that 
it  was  in  payment  for  tobacco.  I  knew  that  no 
tobacco  had  been  delivered,  and  waited  on  Gen- 
eral Smith  for  information  us  to  the  receipt  of 
the  money,  who  di^yowed  all  knowledge  of  it. 
and  I  tooK  the  opportunity  of  assuring  him,  ana 
as  many  others  as  mentioned  the  subject,  that  I 
believed  it  to  be  false,  and  gave  them  my  r^asooa 
for  the  opinion.' 

This  summary  necessarilv  omits  many  detaib 
tending  to  corroborate  and  illustrate  the  facts  and 
opinions  I  have  stated.  No  allusion  has  been 
had  to  the  public  explanations  of  the  transactions 
referred  to,  made  by  General  Wilkinson  and  his 
friends.  /So  far  as  they  are  resolved  into  com- 
mercial enterprises  and  speculations,  I  had  the 
best  opportunity  of  being  acquainted  With  themy 
as  I  was,  during  the  lime  referred  to,  the  agent 
of  the  house  who  were  consignees  of  the  Gene- 
ral at  New  Orleans,  and  who  had  an  interest  in 
his  shipments^  and  whose  books  are  in  my  pos- 
session. 

DANIBL  CLARKE. 

District  of  Columbia^  to  wit  ^ 

Januabt  11, 1808. 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  William  Craneh. 
chief  judge  or  tbe  eircuit  court  of  the  District  or 
Columbia,  Daniel  Clarke,  Esquire,  who,  being 
solemnly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Al- 
mihty  God,  doth  depose  and  say  that  the  forego- 
ing statements  made  by  him,  under  the  order  of 
the  House  of  Repretentattves,  so  far  as  regarda 
matters  of  his  own  knowledge,  is  true ;  and  so  far 
as  tecards  the  matters  whereof  he  was  informed 
by  others,  he  believes  to  be  true. 
Sworn  to  before  me.       '     W.  CllANCH. 


Papers  relative  to  the  third  paint  of  inquiry. 

No.  46. — [The  deposition  of  Daniel  Clarke,  before  re- 
ferred to,  see  above.] 

No.  78«— General  Wilkinson  to  General  Adair. 

Rapiimi  of  Ohio,  May  28, 1805, 

Ekven  6*ciock  A.  Af. 
Mt  Deab  Sir:  I  did  not  answer  your  letter  by 
Taylor,  but  1  did  better;  I  procured  him  a  pen- 
sion of  twenty  dollars  per  month.  I  was  to  ha?e 
introduced  my  friend  burr,  to  you,  but  in  this  I 
failed  bv  accident.  He  understands  your  merit^ 
and  reckons  on  you.  Prepare  to  vbit  me,  and  I 
will  teU  you  all.  We  must  have  a  peep  at  the 
unknown  world  bejrond  me.  1  shall  waftt  a  pair 
of  strong  carriage  lioraaa,  at  about  one  IkWiarei 
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and  twenty  dollais  eaeb,  youn^  and  soand,  anb- 
stantial,  but  not  flashy^  I  am  id  health,  aad,  in 
fepite  of  the  neglect  of  friends,  ind  the  snamefnl 
oniseioni  of  attorneys,  have  this  day  giren  Sir 
— —  a  damper.  Perdition  oTertake  the  Jew 
seoundrel ;  he  had  nearly  destroyed  me  by  a  de- 
eree  of  which  I  have  had  no  intimation,  although 
it  is  almost  seven  years  old.  Bnongn  for  the 
present.    Thine  ever. 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

General  AnAiR. 

P.  S.  I  sail  in  an  hour.    Write  me  private. 

[See  evidence  of  Qeneral  Wilkinson,  as  comr 
municated  to  Congressj  23d  November,  1807,  See 
"Annals"  10th  Coneress,  ist  session,  page  387. 
President's  Message.] 

[See  evidence  of  Gknend  Wilkinsob,  Presi- 
dent's Message,  ditto.] 


X< — General  Wilkinson's  introdnetion  of  Colonel  Bun 

to  Daniel  Clarke. 

Masbac,  June  9, 1805. 

My  Dear  Sir:  This  will -be  delivered  to  you 
by  Colonel  Burr,  whose  worth  )rou  know  well 
how  to  eetimate.  If  the  persecutions  of  a  great 
and  honorable  man  can  give  title  to  generous  at- 
tentions, he  has  claims  to  all  your  civilities,  and 
all  your  services.  You  cannot  oblige  me  more 
than  by  such  conduct,  and  I  pledge  my  life  to 
you  it  will  not  be  misapplied.  To  him  I  refer 
you  for  many  things  improper  for  a  letter,  and 
which  he  will  not  say  to  anv  other.  I  shall  be 
at  Bt.  Louis  in  two  weeks,  and,  if  you  were  there, 
we  could  open  a  miae,  a  aonmereial  t>ne  at  least. 
Lee  me  hear  from  you.  Farewell.  Do  well, 
and  believe  me  always  your  friend. 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Daitisl  Clarke,  Esq. 


Papers  reUttive  to  the  fourth  point  (^inquiry. 
8^--DepQsition  of  WiUiain.  Siomons,  Esq. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  War, 
ilccountoid'a  Office^  April  13, 1810. 

Qemtleven:  At  the  time  I  attended  your 
honorable  committee,  in  conformity  to  your  sum- 
mons of  the  9th  instant,  when  I  was  requested  to 
detail  any  and  every  informaiion  that  h  possessed 
in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  Brigadier  General 
James  Wilkinson,  in  answer  to  the  points  ex* 
pressed  in  the  resolution  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, I  will  now  proceed  to  give  such 
testimony  as  has  come  to  my  own  knowledge, 
and  such  eorroboratiag  inlbrmation  received  from 
others,  in  my  official  capacity,  on  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  subject  which,  from  the  relative  eom- 
girison^  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  are  Also 
cts,  viz:  ^ 

In  answer  ti>4he  irst  part  of  the  Inquiry,  rela- 
tive to  the  Spanish  agency,  I  know  nothing  about 
it.  la  relation  to  any  concern  that  he  might 
have  had  in  Ihe  Burr  business,  the  only  informa- 
iSan  that  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  is  in  the 
iiahttteement  of  pablic  moneys,  drawn  from  the 


pnblie  agents  at  New  Orleans,  ia  the  fear  1809, 
for  the  freight  of  vessels  chartered  b?  him  ii 
transport  prisoners  and  witnesses  from  Nev(V 
leans  to  the  seat  of  Qo vem meat,  sad  tsiidry  ai- 
vances  to  witnesses,  fees  to  lawyem,  4e.,  said  to 
be  incurred  by  the  conspiracy  of  Aaron  Borr; 
which  disbursements,  as  well  as  others  toaeoft' 
siderabte  amount,  paid  by  warrants  iromcdiattl^ 
from  this  Department,  drawn  by  the  former  Sec- 
retary of  War,  for  sundry  objects  of  the  lib 
nature,  and  for  which  there  was  no  specific ip- 
ptopriation  to  which  I  could  charge  these  a- 
pendi tores ;  I  was,  therefore,  unable  to  credit  tk 
agents,  or  enter  tne  account  to  aoy  head  of  a- 
pendtture.  until  the  29th  of  November,  M 
when  the  present  SecreUry  of  War,  to  eoabit 
me  to  enter  the  account,  directed  that,  asthedis> 
bursements  had  been  made  by  virtue  of  ordcn 
from  the  Department  of  War,  in  theyearsI8068oi 
1807,  that  mey  were  chargeable  to  the  coitiB- 
^nt  fond  of  the  War  Department,  there  being  do 
other  head  of  expenditure  to  which  thej  cosM 
be  properly  charged  ;  I  have  aceofdioglj  eateni 
the  account,  and  can  give  no  other  iaformalioi 
on  this  snbjeec 

in  answer  to  yoor  inquiry  to  **  state  the  laont 
of  money  received  by  General  Wilkiasoi  is  the 
year  1804,  from  Jostah  Taylor.  assisOiDt  DaiiirT 

3;entat  New  Orleans  for  public  serTiee,Mie- 
J  that  the  only  moaey  he  appears  to  hsTcR- 
ceived  from  Taylor,  at  any  time,  on  pablic  ac- 
count, is  a  sum  of  three  thoosand  doUara^receifri 
on  the  2ith  April,  1804. 

In  answer  to  yoor  inquiry  relative  to  exua 
radons  claimed  by  Qeneral  Wilkinsoa,  and  kov 
allowed,  I  reply  that,  in  January,  1809.  aa  u- 
eoont  was  presented  to  me,  admitted  by  Heary 
Dearborn,  Secretary  of  War,  for  eitra  ntioas 
claimed  by  Gkneral  Wilkinsoa,  u  comnai^ 
offioer  at  Natchitoches  and  New  Orieaos,  fttio 
the  13th  of  Septeniber,  1806  to  the  24th  afMtf, 
1807,  at  thirty-six  rations  per  day,ioc^Bf> 
charge  ibr  quarters,  subling,  dbc.,  amonatia^t^^ 
<M,083  16 ;  which  cUim  I  rejected  and  reM  to 
allow ;  first,  because  I  considered  that  aay  tm- 
anee  to  General  Wtlkinaon,  other  than  wbatvts 
fixed  by  the  act  of  the  16th  of  March,  1802,  n> 
inadmissible,  and  that  Colonel  CttshngaodCoi' 
bnel  Freeman,  as  commanding  officers,  hiTiif 
drawn  extra  rations  at  the  same  posts  forty 
same  time,  and  that  na  two  officers  couMMea* 
titled  to  extra  rations  at  the  same  tiBieH>r»e 
same  poet.  General  Wilkinson,  bowerer,  ar 
pealed  from  my  decinon  to  the  accoaotiag  (v 
cers  of  the  Treasury,  to  whoid  I  staled  mr» 
jeetiona  fully  in  a  letter  to  the  Comptroller,  bd(W 
date  of  the  10th  of  January,  1809,  who  ontK 
11th  of  January,  1809,  returned  me  theaecoai^ 
and  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  ^""*2i*'i 
directions  to  pass  the  amount  to  the  creflit  s 
General  Wilkinson  on  the  books  of  my  om> 


which  I  have  accordingly  done  Oo  the 
June,  1800,  General  Wilkinson  presented  aaotwr 
account  to  Lieutenant  S.  Knight,  <li<^^'^^J^t 
master  at  New  Orleans,  and  obtataed  pafi^ 
from  bin  for  thirty-aix  ratiooa  per  dth"^^ 
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f  March  to  the  30th  of  SepCemlier,  1809.  amouitt- 
3g  to  $1,454  40.  This  paymeat  was  niade  by 
lieuteDant  Knigbl,  on  the  authority  of  a  ktter 
rem  Henry  Dearborn,  Secretary  of  War,  under 
ate  of  the  4th  of  January,  1809,  and  exhibited  to 
le  for  a  credit  to  the  paymaster,  and  a  charge 
gainst  the  United  States,  which  I  have  refused 
}  admit,  b^ing  paid  contrary  to  law;  and  that 
reaeral  Wilkinson's  account  alreadjr  stands 
barged  with  considerable  sums  of  public  money 
DBccounted  for.  This  account  I  have  reported 
}  the  Treasury,  with  my  objections,  in  a  letter 
y  the  Comptroller,  under  date  of  the  16th  of 
farch,  1810,  requiring  a  final  decision  at  the 
i'reasury,  which  has  not  yet  been  done.  After 
lie  allowance  had  been  'made  to  €reneral  Wil- 
inson  for  extra  rations  for  the  period,  and  at  the 
me  for  which  they  had  been  received  by  Col- 
oel  Gushing  and  Colonel  Freeman,  I  called 
pon  these  gentlemen  to  refund  for  the  period 
liowed  to  the  General.  They  have  both  refused, 
ontending  that  they  were  the  only  persons  entitled 
)  extra  lationa  as  commanding  officers  at  these 
osts.  I  have,  however,  directed  the  paymaster 
}  put  them  under  stoppages,. till  the  amount  is 
efanded.  Colonel  Cusbiog,  in  his  letter  to  me, 
Oder  date  of  the  19th  of  June,  1809,  after  statiog 
lat  he  was  the  commanding  officer  entitled  to 
le  extra  -rations,  a  circumstance,  he  says,  well 
Qown  to  the  Qeneral,  and  every  officer  and  sol- 
ier  at  the  post,  he  then  observes:  ^'But  I  am 
ssured  by  the  General,  that  the  subsistence  al- 
)ved  to  him  by  the  President  was  intended  as  a 
artial  rei  mbursemeat  for  some  6  or  ^,000  which 
e  had  expended  in  the  afiair  of  Bui;^ ;  and  if  this 
ssurance  be  correct,  it  is  impossible  that  my 
i^ht  to  double  rations  at  Natchitoches,  and, to 
'iple  rations  at  New  Orleans,  can,  in  any  shape 
rhatever,  be  affected  by  his  allowance." 
lo  answer  to.your  inquiry  relative  to  the  charge 
gainst  bim  for  the  freight  of  flour  and  apples 
rom  Baltimore  to  Cbariastoo,  thence  by  a  pub- 
0  vessel  to  the;  Havana,  d&c.,  I  observe  that,  on 
le  examination  of  the  accouAta  exhibited  to  the 
Foited  States,  by  the  assistant  military  agent  at 
Charleston,  it  appears  that,  in  February,  1809,  a 
ayment  was  xnade  upon  the  order  uf-  General 
ames  Wilkinson  for  the  freight  and  charges  of 
iie  schooner  Wolf,  from  BaltiiA<v^  to  Charles- 
DD,  amounting  to  $1,099,  in  full  for  the  passages 
f  General  Wilkinson.  Major  Saunders,  Major 
lobinson.  Captain  Willianis,  and  Consul  Ander- 
OD,  and  twentV'flve  noo-cognmisssioned  officers, 
lusicians,  and  privates,  and  waiters  with  their 
aggage,  including  fifty-  barrels  of  flour,  and 
welve  barrels  of  apples  for  General  Wilkiosoo, 
rom  Baltiraora  to  Charleston,  where,  I  have 
eeo  informed,  they  embarked  on  hoard  the  brig 
lornet  for  the  Havana,  on  their  way  to  Ne^ 
Orleans;  and  conceiving  that  the  payment  for 
he  passage  of  General  Wilkinson  a^d  Consul 
Uderson^  and  the  freight  for  the  flour  and  apples 
ras  an  improper  charge  against  the  Uoit^ 
Itates,  I  did  accordingly  charge  the  amount  of 
tiese  objects,  being  (425,  to  the  personal  ficcpunt 
f  General  Wilkinson. 


In  answer  to  ypur  inquiry  of  the  amount  of 
moneys  paid  by  Captain  Moses  Hooke,  as  mili- 
tary agent  at  rittsbura,  to  General  Wilkinsoni 
or  upon  his  order,  and  for  what  purpose.  On 
reference  to  the  accounts  of  Moses  Ilooke,  as  as- 
sistant military  agent,  he  has  paid  to  sundry  per- 
sons for  a  boat,  and  fitting  her  up,  to  transport 
the  General  and  family  to  New  Or- 
leans      - $199  65 

Paid  to  the  Genetal  on  account,  for  . 
which  he  gave  his  receipt  on  the 
14th  of  May,  1805,  to  be  accounta- 
ble to  the  Accountant  of  the  War 
Department,  for  ...  .  700  00* 
Paid  to  John  Dickey,  Samuel  Thomp- 
soUy  John  FrMsh,  John  Philips,  and 
James  Cook,  for  wagoning  from 
Washington  City.  Baltimore,  and 
Philadelphia,  to  Pittsburg,  on  the 
order  of  General  Wilkinson,  under 
date  of  the  14th  of  May,  1805, 
amounting  to  -       -       -       -       -       262  96 

The  whole  ^mounting  to         -  $1,162  61 

All  of  which  I  have  charged  to  the  personal  ac^ 
count  of  General.  Wilkinson,  because  the  two 
first  sums  were  for  his  own  personal  accoun|, 
and  Captain  Peter  was  furnished  with  money  to 
defray  all  proper  transport  of  baggage  to  Pitt»- 
burg,  in  May,  1805. 

It  iAav  here  not  be  improper  to  observe,  tba( 
Moses  llooke's  accQunt,  as  Quartermaster  Genr 
eraltotbe  expetiition  to  the  Sabine,  appointei 
by  General  Wilkinson,  stands  charged,  on  the 
books  of  my  office,  to  warrants  on  the  Treasurer, 
with  the  sum  of  $16,883  12,  being  the  amount  of 
sundry  hills  drawn  by  him  on  the  Secretary  (^ 
War,  m  October  and  November,  1806,  and  Janu- 
ary, 1807,  No  such  appointment  as  Ctuarter- 
master  General  is  authorized  by  law,  neither  is 
there  any  particular  appropriation,  or  head  (^ 
expenditure  to  which  such  payments  are  charges 
able.  I  have  repeatedly  called  upon  Captaij^ 
Hooke  to  produce  vouchers  for  the  expenditure 
of  the  above  sum,  which  he  has  never  done.  In 
a  conversation  with  him.  not  long  since,  he  ob- 
served, that  a  consideraole  sum  of  money  had 
been  drawn  out  pf  his  hands,  by  Gej^eral  Wilkinsoa 
on  account  of  services,  and  for  which  he  only 
had  the  QeqeraPs  receipt.  Captain  Hooke  is 
now  out  of  service,  and  his  account  has  been  re- 
ported to  the  Treasury  for  a  auit.  It  ma)[  also 
be  proper  to  observe,  that  if  (General  Wilkinson 
has  received  money  from  Mr.  Hooke  for  secret 
services,  that  his  account  already  stands  charged 
on  the  books  of  my  office,  with  a  further  sum  of 
$2,500,  received  on  the  10th  of  January,  1807, 
from  Abraham  D.  Abrahams,  the  military  agent 
at  New  Orleans,  for  the  like  purpose ;  and  thai, 
on  the  lOth.of*  January,  1809,  he  obtained  a  cerr 
tificftte  froii  the  President  of  the  United  Statea 
for  a  warrant  upon  the  Treasury,  and  receive^ 
payment  for  the  sum  of  $2,196;  expressed  as  her 
ma  for  co  much  disbursed  by  him  for  objecta  ia 
rebtion  to  the  contingent  expenses  of  intercourse 
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'between  the  United  States  snid  foreign  nations. 
Why  this  amount  was  not  directed  to  be  passed 
40  the  credit  of  secret  service  meney^  charged  to 
"hitrt  on  my  books,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  say. 

In  answer  to  your  inquiry  relative  to  the  put- 
xhase  of  horses  from  Frederick  Sandhagen,  I  ob- 
served, on  the  exainintition  of  the  accounts  of 
Abraham  D^  Abrahams,  military  agent  at  New 
Orleans,  that  in  May,  1809,  General  Wilkinson 
iiirected  to  be  purchased,  and  approved  for  pay- 
ment to  Frederick  Sandhagen.  the  sum  of  $860, 
for  five  horses  purchased  from  nim,  one  of  which 
is  stated  to  be  for  the  light  artillery.  This  cre- 
ated some  surprise,  that  more  horses  should  be 
purchased  at  New  Orleans,  in  addition*  to  the 
artillery  horses  that  were  seift  down  the  river  with 
the  light  artillery,  when  hay  "was  at  seventy  dol- 
lars per  ton.  and  oats  at  one  dollar  per  bushel. 
The  charge  for  the  horses  was,  therefore,  suspend* 
ed  till  Captain  Peter  arrived,  who  was  inquired 
of  respecting  the  horses  purchased.  He  then 
stated  that  the  five  horses  purchased  from  Sand- 
hagen were  part  of  eleven  horses  purchased  bv 
Major  Morrison,  of  Kentucky,  for  General  Wil- 
kinson ;  that  the  General  had  ordered  him  (Cap- 
tain Peter)  when  he  was  about  to  descend  the 
Ohio,  to  stop  in  the  river  to  take  on  board  his 
boats  tihe  horses  purchased  for  the  General  by 
Major  Morrison.  He  accordingly  received  eleven 
horses,  and  that,  by  so  doing,  he  was  detained 
several  days  with  three  or  four  hundred  men, 
at  a  considerable  expense  to  the  United  States; 
that,  finajly  they  were  taken  on  board  the  public 
boata,  and,  until  their  arrival  at  New  Orleans, 
were  supported  out  of  the  public  forage,  of  which 
there  was  a  deal  laid  in  for  the  use  of  the  horses 
belonging  to  the  light  artillery ;  that,  upon  reach- 
rng  New  Orleans,  the  horses  were  delivered  up 
as  the  private  property  of  the  Ckneral ;  that  the 
five  sold  to  the  Unhed  States  were  charged  at 
an  extravagant  high  price;  and  that  Frederick 
Sandhagen  Was  formerly  an  old  hack  driver  in 
this  city,  and  was,  at  the  time  of  selling  the 
horses,  a  servant  to  Getieral  Wilkinson,  and  not 
likely  to  be  owner  of  horses. 

I  also  found  that  the  eleven  horses,  before  any 

fart  had  been  sold  to  the  United  States,  had  been 
ept  and  shod  at  the  public  expense.  All  of 
which  I  communicated  to  Mr.  Eu^tis,  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  who  ^immediately  wrote  on  to 
New  Orleans,  and  ordered  all  the  horses  sold 
that  could  be  done  without.  There  was  accord- 
ingfly  upwards  of  twenty  sold,  and  only  four  re* 
tamed  lor  the  use  of  the  Army. 

In  answer  to  your  inquiry  relative  to  the  man- 
ner of  his  drawing  public  moneys  from  the  pay- 
masters and  agents,  and  if  any  was  for  objects 
unauthorized  and  improper,  I  observe,  that  he 
has  generally  drawn  wnat  he  was  legally  entitled 
io  by  anticipation;  and  that  he  has  been  frequently 
in  the  habit,  and  does  draw  money  from  the 
paymasters  and  public  agents,  whicn  are  unau- 
thorized by  law.  I  have  consequently  been  com- 
pelled to  charge  all  such  disbursements  to  his 
personal  account;  and  thereby  coneiderably  in- 
creasing the  balance  standlag  to  bis  debit  on  the 


books  of  this  ofllce,  which  I  have  repdtedlj 
urged  him  to  account  for,  as  may  be  seen  by  oy 
letters  of  the  20th  February,  23d  March,  and  \etk 
November,  1806,  copies  of  which  have  already 
beeh  before  the  House  of  Representatives. 

WM.  SIMMONS. 

Washington  City,  District  of  Columbia,  sd: 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriba. 
an  assistant  judge  of  the  circuit  eoart  fort^ 
district,  William  Simmons,  who  sahscribed  tbt 
above  statement,  and  made  oath  on  the  Holf 
Evangelists  of  Almighty  Gk>d,  that  what  iscci- 
tained  therein,  as  far  as  is  represented  thereio  to 
be  of  his  own  knowledge,  is  true,  and  that  whid 
is  stated  to  be  from  information  of  others  and 
from  documents,  he  believes  to  be  true. 
Given  under  my  hand  this  13ih  April,  1810. 

B,  THRUSTON. 


P. — Captain  Peter's  depentimi. 

Ca  ptain  George  Peter,  of  Georgetown,  appeared 
before  the  committee  in  the  Capitol,  on  Thursdaf, 
the  18th  of  April,  1810,  and  made,  on  oaik,  liie 
following  statement : 

Inierrogaicry  IsL  What  do  yon  know  reiadre 
to  General  Wilkinson's  having  directed  aad  ef- 
fected the  payment  of  a  sum  t>f  money,  bvCap- 
tain  Moses  Hooke,  Military  Agent  for  the  United 
States,  for  the  transportation  of  private  property 
from  Baltimore  to  Pittsbnrg,  in  tne  year  ISOSf 

Answer,  General  Wilkinson,  in  April  or  Maf, 
18(^,  directed  me  to  pay  to  one  or  two  wagoaer^ 
the  transportation  of  property  from  Baltimore  to 
Pittsburg.  I  informed  the  GHmeral  that,  as  agent 
to  the  detachment,  I  bad  paid  all  the  wagosen 
employed  by  me  for  the  command.  He  then  pn 
an  order  to  Captain  Moses  Hooke,  agent  at  Pitts- 
burg, to  pay  the  amount  of  the  wagoners'  diiai, 
the  General  first  paying  the  tranaportatkn  of  a 
few  articles  brought  on  in  the  same  wagoas  for 
himself.  I  know  that  the  goods  thus  transported 
and  paid  for  by  the  said  Captain  Hooke,  agneable 
to  the  order  of  Gfeneral  Wilkinson,  was  prtvaie 
property^  and  no  way  appertaining  to  the  poblie 
service.  The  amount  may  be  ascertained  byre 
ference  to  the  books  of  the  accoonting  office. 
This  pavmenl  was  made  to  a  man  by  the  sane 
of  Frusn.  On  our  arrival  at  Massac,  Captain 
McClelland  was  furnished  with  a  teat,  by  tfae 
order  of  General  Wilkinson,  for  storing  the  afore- 
said merchandise.  The  said  merchandise  was 
also  transported  from  Massac  to  Sl  Lotus,  in  pub- 
lic boats,  which  occasioned,  the  expense  of  aa  ad- 
ditional boat  for  the  transportation  of  the  poUic 
property. 

mierrogatory  2d  What  do  you  know  rdatire 
to  General  Wilkinson's  detaining  the  troops  tt 
Louisville,  in  the  Winter  of  1809,  for  the  pnrpoK 
of  receiving  a  quantity  of  horses  belonging  (0 
General  Wilkinifon  ? 

Answer.  A  detachment  consisting  of  six  eofl- 
panics,  embarked  on  board  of  about  twenty  Kn- 
tucky  boats,  arrived  at  Louisville  in  the  moroiitf 
of  the  27th  of  February,  and  eontinoed  there  uO 
Che  evening  of  the  28th,  waiting  the  aniral  » 
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ilajor  Morriioo  whh  CkncrAl  WilkiDson's  hones, 
bout  nice  or  ten  \n  noniber.  This  delay  was  by 
he  order  of  General  WiikiD^on.  These  horses 
were  the  private  property  of  General  Wilkinson, 
nd  'vtrerefed  and  taken  care  of  at  public  expense 
til  our  arrival  at  New^  Orleans,  which  was  the 
alter  part  of  March ;  nlsO|,  that  a  public  boat  was 
vrorided  for  the  arcommodation  of  said  horses, 
it  an  expense  qf  not  less  than  one  hundred  dot- 
ars.  On  our  arrival  at  New  Orleans  the  said 
lorses  were  delivered  to  the  order  of  Colonel 
barker.  About  the  month  of  May,  of  the  same 
rear,  four  of  the  same  horses  were  purchased  by 
Abraham  D.  Abrahams,  Military  Agent  at  New 
Orleans,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States ;  that 
.hree  of  thenk  were  very  indifferent. 

Dia-TBicT  OF  CoLtJHBiA,  Wiuhington  Co. 

Georobtown ,  April  "28^  1810. 
Came  Captsin  George  Peter  before  me,  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  for  the  county  aforesaid^  and 
tnade  oath  pn  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty 
Grod  to  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  statement. 
Sworn  to  before 

THOMAS  CORCORAN. 


W.-7Depoation  of  Captain  WiUiama. 
I  left  the  port  of  Baltimore  on  the  84th  of  Jan* 
oary,  1809,  on  board  the  schooner  Wolf,  in  com- 
pany with  General  Wilkinson ;  fifty  barrels  of 
flour  having  been  put  on  board  belonging  to  the 
General.  On  our  arrival  at  Charleston,  flour  was 
taken  from  the  schooner,  and  put  ort  board  the 
United  States'  brig  Hornet,  in  which  vessel  we 
sailed  for  the  Havana.  Of  the  flour  taken  to  the 
Havana,  a  few  barrels  were  presented  to  the  Gen-  , 
eral  of  Marine,  an  officer  of  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, by  General  Wilkinson. 

QMeMiion.  What  do  ynu  believe  was  the  quan- 
tity of  flour  put  on  board  the  brig  Hornet  at 
Charleston,  and  taken  to  the  Havana  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  all  the  flour  shipped 
at  Baltimore  was  taken  to  the  Havana,  but  be- 
lieve that  more  than  one-half  did  arrive  there: 


Beeretary's  table.  In  a  few  weeks  after  tha  pa« 
pers  were  in  that  office,  General  Wilkinson  came 
there,  and  after  transacting  some  business,  and  as 
he  was  afiparently  about  to  leave  the  office,  took 
up  the  said  papers  from  the  table,  observing,  at 
the  time,  that  they  belonged  to  him?  or  that  they 
were  promised  to  him;  on  which  he  took  the  pa- 
pers out  of  the  office;  sioce  which  time  I  have 
not  seen  the  s^id  papers  in  the  office,  or  heard  of 
their  being  there. 

interrogatory  l9t.  Did  you  object  to  General 
Wilkinson's  taking  off  the  papers? 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect  making  any  objec- 
tion, as  the  transactioD  was  sudden,  and  tne  GeU* 
eral  represented  that  they  belonged  to  him,  or  had- 
been  promised  to  him,  I  do  not  remember  which 
expression. 

fnterrogatiny  2d.  Did  you  inform  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  of  the  transaction  ? 

Answer,  I  believe  I  did ;  and  that  he  mnde  no 
reply,  to  my  recollection. 

Washington  county,  Di$irict  of  Co/uf/t&td,  s$ : 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  one  of  the  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  for  the  said  county,  John  Smith, 
Chief  Clerk  in  the  Department  of  War,  and  made 
oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God. 
that  the  within  and  foregoing  statement  tind  an- 
swers to  the  foregoing  interrogatories  are  true,  to 
the  best  of  his  recollection  and  belief.  Sworn,, 
this  17ih  April,  1810,  before 

WILLIAM  THORNTON. 


WM.  B.  WILLIAMS. 

T¥a0bington  COUNTY,  m; 

On  this  24Kh  April,  1810,  before  the  subscriber, 
a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  county,  appeared 
W^illiam  E.  Williams,  and  made  oath  in  due  form, 
that  the  fiicts  stated  in  the  within  writing  are 
troe  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge. 

Sworn  before  and  subscribed. 

DANIEL  RAPINE. 


Letter  from  the  Accountant  of  the  Department  of  War. 

Department  of  War, 

AccmmtanVa  Office,  April  19, 1810. 

"Sir:  Agreeably  to  the  request  Contained  in 
your  letter  of  yesterday,  I  have  the  honor  to  en- 
close you  copies  of  the  following  accounts  required 
by  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
condact  of  Brigadier  Geoeral  James  Wilkinson, 
ris : 


AicTv  tucik  usvi^  »u«iu  w«.«-M...  ~.«.  ......  ...^.«.       A.  Copy  of  the  account,  ^yment  of  which 

a  few  barrels  may  have  been  got  rid  .of  at  Charles-  ,  was  ordered  by  General  Wilkinson,  for  freight  of 
ton.  . flour,  dbc.  frpm  Baltimore  to  Charleston. 

B.  Copies  of  accounts  for  cartage  of  baggage 
by  Frush  and  others,  to  Pittsburg,  in  1805. 

C.  Copy  of  the  account  of  Frederick  Sandha- 
gen  for  horses  sold  the  United  States,  an^  of  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson's  order  for  payment. 

D.  Copy  ofvouehers  Nos.  19, 23  and  94,  for  pay- 
ments made  by  Lieu  ten  en  t  George  Peter  for  ex- 
penses attending  the  march  of  a  detucbment  of 
tioops  from  Baltimore,  Washington  City,  and 
Carlisle  to  Pituburg,  in  1805. 

In  reply  to  your  request  that  I  would  fiimiah 
copies  of  any  other-  documents  or  papers  in  my 
office,  which  I  might  think  would  aid  in  the  in- 
quiry, I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  as  the  accounts 
of  General  Wilkioson,  in  relation  to  this  Depart- 
ment, are  of  considerable  extent,  it  would  be  im- 
practicable to  furnish  copies  of  the  whole,  within 
any  reasonable  period,  if  they  were;  this,  how- 
ever, it  is  presumable,  is  not  necessary.  Any 
I  particular  partner  any  Toucherk  in  relation  to  any 


H^ — Deposition  of  John  Smith. 

Personally  appeared  before  the  committee,  John 
Smith,  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Department  of  War, 
and,  on  oath,  made  the  following  statement :   . 

That,  in  the  Summer  of  the  year  1808,  some- 
time after  the  determination  of  the  military  court 
of  inquiry  called  for  the  investigation  of  the  con- 
duct of  General  Wilkinson,  the  papers  relating  to 
that  trial  were  in  the  War  Pffice,  lying  on  the 
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Brigadier  General  Jamee  W\ 


ptrtioalar  ctrcumataoce,  which  the  committee 
may  require,  shall  be  faroished  without  delay. 

I  am,  very  reapectfally,  ur,  your  most  obedient 
servaot« 

WM.  SIMMONS,  AccowKtanU. 

The  Hon*  Wh.  Eustis,  Secretary  of  War, 


A^ — Copy  of  the  account,  payment  of  which  was  or- 
dered by  General  Wilkinaon,  for  freight  of  flour, ^bc 
from  Baltimore  to  Charleston. 

No.  12. 

The  United  States  to  Levio  JoDes  Dr. 

February  28, 1809.  For  freight  of  the  achoooes 
Wolf^  from  Baltimore  td  Charieston,  employed 
for  the  transportation  of  General  James  Wil- 
kinson, Major  Saunders,  Major  Robinson,  Cap* 
taia  Williams,  Consul  Anderson,  twentv-five 
0on-com missioned  officers,  musicians,  ana  pri- 
vates, with  their  baggage,  4bc       -       -  $1,000 

For  three  days'  demurrage  at  Norfolk,  at 
$30  per  day 90 

For  three  days'  detention,  pilot  at  Norfolk, 
at  $3  per  day 9 

91,099 

NOTE. 

General  Wilkinson's  baggage,  locludlne  fifty  bar- 
rels of  flour,  and  twelve  barrels  of  apples    $375 

Major  Saunders,  Major  Robinson,  Capt. 
Williams,  and  Consul  Anderson,  at  ^50 
each    -        --.--. 

Twenty-fi^e  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians,  privates,  and  waiters,  at  $17 
each     -       -       -       -       -       -       - 


200 


425 


$1,000 


Received  at  Charleston,  Febfuary  28, 1808,  of 
Lieucenat  Samuel  Cham  plain,  aasistant  military 
agent  for  South  Caroiioa,oaethoa8andand  ninety- 
nine  dollars  in  full  of  the  above  account,  having 
eigaed  triplicates  of  same  tenor  and  date*  $1,099. 

LEVIN  JONES. 

The  within  account  is  correct  and  just,  and  I 
hereby  direct  Lieutenant  Samuel  Champlaio,  as- 
sistant military  agent  for  South  Carolina,  to  dis- 
charge the  same. 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Dkpartmbnt  op  War, 

AccQwUanVs  Office,  April  19, 1810. 
I  certify  that  this  paper  contains  a  true  copy 
of  voucher  No.  12.  for  payments  made  by  Sam- 
uel Champlain,  ana  charged  in  his  account  to  the 
United  States. 

WM.  SIMMONS,  AixowUant. 


B«— 'Copies  of  accounts  for  cartage  of  baggage  by 
Frush,  and  others,  to  Pittsburg,  in  1806. 

No.  7. 

Pittsburg,  May  14, 1805. 
Abstract  of  disbursements  made  for  the  trans- 
portation of  Qenef-al  James  Wilkinson's  bag- 


gage and  stores,  from  Wasbtngton  City,  Bilti- 
rbore  and  Philadelphia,  to  Pitubnrg. 

1805.  April  27.  Thb  sum  paid  James  Dickey,  pa 
voucher  No  1      -        -       •       -      -|7213 

1805.  April  27.    This  sum  paid  Saraoel 
Thompson,  per  voucher  No.  2     -      -  85  41 

1805.  May  7.  Thi»  sum  paid  John  Frash, 
per  voucher  No.  3       -       •       - 

1805.  May  6.  This  sum  paid  John  Phil- 
lips, per  voucher  No.  4       -       - 

1805.  May  11.  This  ram  paid  Jas.  Cook, 
per  voucher  No.  5       -       -       - 


-   31  S@ 


-  »aS 


.   15  « 


262% 


The  assistant  military  agent  will  discharge  ibi 
above,  and  plaee  to  aecoum  of  pnbUe  inos^ 
for  military  service. 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Dbpartmeht  op  Wai, 
Accodntant's  Oppice,  April  19, 1807. 
I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  Towi* 
er  No.  7,  accompanied^  with  the  copies  of  the  sab- 
ordinate  vouchers  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  5,  forpaf- 
ment  made  by  Captain  Moses  Hooke,  isistiot 
military  agent,  at  Pittsburg,  and  ebargei  by  iiim 
to  the  United  States. 

WILLIAM  SIMMOKS. 
AccountaM  War  Departwuk, 


No.  1. 

The  United  States  to  Jamea  Dickey,  Dl 
To  transporting  sundry  packages  (General  Wil- 
kinson's baggage)  from  VnishingtoB  Ciiy.» 
Pittsburff,  weighing  1,20S  pounds,  at  six  dol- 
lars per  nundred  weight  ...  $72  12 
$72  12.  == 

Received,  Pittsburg,  April  27th,  1805,  of  Lies- 
tenant  Mo^es  Hooke,  seventy-two  dollustfl^ 
twelve  cents  in  full  of  the  above  accouai  Sign- 
ed dupiioatas. 

JAMES  DICKEY. 


No.  2. 

The  United  States  to  Samuel  Thompsoo^ 
To  transporting  sundry  packages  (Geoeral  WII- 
kioson's  (mggage)  from  Washington  Citj  to 
Pittsburg,  weighing  1,351  pounds,  at  liz  do)* 
lars  per  hundred  pooode  -  -  -  $81  OS 
To  ditto,  one  box,  No.  17,  not  included  in 

438 


invoice.  Weight  seventy-three  pounds, 
at  six  dollars       •       .       .       .      . 


^  44. 

Received,  Pittsburg,  April  27,  1805,  of  Li<fr 
tenant  Hooke,  eighty-five  dollars  and  fortf-fo&t 
cents  in  full  of  the  above  account.  Sigoed  ds- 
plicates. 

JOSEPH  X  RYAN,  for 
.     SAMU£L  THOMPSOiV 
Witness:  N.  PmiuifiY. . 
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BrigadUr  General  JamtB  WUkinmm, 


No.  3. 

The  United  Slatea  to  Jobn  Frueh,  Da. 

To  transporting  fttven  hundred  pounds  of  Gene* 

ral  WiJkiason's  bagnge,   from  Baltimore  to 

Pituburg,  at  foar  dollars  and  fifty  eents,  $31  50 

Reeeired,  PUtsbnrg,  May  7,  1805,  of  Capuin 
tfoses  Hooka,  thirty-one  dollars  and  fifty  cents  in 
;aU  of  the  abore  fteeoont.    Signed  duplicates. 

JOHN  FRU8H. 


No.  4. 


The  United  States  to  John  Phillips,  Dr. 
805.  May  6.  To  transporting  sundry  packages 
from  Baltimore  to  Pittsburg,  (Qeneral  Wilkin- 
son's baggage,)  weishing  one  thousand  three 
hundred  pounds,  at  four  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
per  hundred  pounds    -  v    «       •       -  $56  50 

Reeeived,  Pittsburg,  May  0, 1605^  of  Captain 
loses  Hooke,  fifty-eight  dollars  and  fifty  cenlaia 
ill  of  the  above  account.    Signed  dupTieates. 

JOHN  PHILLIPS. 


No.  5. 

The  United  States  to  James  Cook,         Da. 

0  transpertiag  fiom  Pliiladalpkia  to  Pittsbarg 
one  cask  (Gen*  Wilkinson's  baggaee)  weigh- 
ing two  liiitidred  and  eighty  aat^  at  five  dolfiirs 
and  fifty  cenc$     -       -       -       -.      -<15  40 

Receired,  Pittsburg,  May  11. 1805,  of  Captain 
loses  Hooky  fifteen  dollars  ana  fortv  cents  in  full 
'  the  above  aaaount.    Signed  dttpncatas. 

Department  of  War, 
Accountant's  Ofpiob,  April  19, 1810. 

1  certify  that  tbe  aboye,  and  foregoing,  contain 
ipies  of  subordinate  vouchers,  Nos.  1,  2, 3, 4,  and 
to  voucher  No.  7,  (a copy  of  which  is  hereunto 
mexed,)  for  payments  made  by  Captain  Moses 
ooke,  assistant  military  agent  at  Pittsburg,  and 
arged  by  bim  to  the  United  Stales. 

WILLIAM  SIMMONSL 
AccaufUoMt  Department  of  War, 

—Copy  of  the  acconnt  of  Prsdeitck  Ssndhagen,  ki 
honem  flold  the  United  States,  end  of  Gencfal  Wil. 
kinson's  order  Ibr  payment 

No.  6. 

le  United  States  to  Frederick  Sandhagen,  Dr. 
[}9.  May  13.  For  one  sorrel  horse  with  a  star, 
lix  years  old,  16  bands  high  •  .  -  $169 
16  brown  bay  do.  five  years  old,  15^  hands 

tiigh         - 

le  bright  bay  do.  six  years  old,  15  hands 
ligh  -  -  '-  .  -  -  - 
le  do.  do.  seven  years  old,  15j^  hands  high, 
eft  hind  foot  white         .... 


Received  of  Abraham  D.  Abrahams,  miiitarv 
ageat,  the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars,  for  which 
I  have  signed  duplicate  receipts. 

F.  SANDHAQEN. 

Witness:  P.  Rivert. 

The  following  endorsement  U  on  the  account 
of  which  the  foregoing  is  a  copy : 
"  Received  the  within  number  of  horses. 

*'  J.  GIBSON, 
"LieiU,  and  Brigade  Quartemuuter?* 

Department  op  War, 
Accountant's  OpncB,i4jpn/ 19, 1810. 
t  certify  that  the  within  is  a  copy  of  voucher 
No.  6,  for  payment  made  by  Abraham  D.  Abra- 
hams, military  agent  at  New  Orleans,  and  charg* 
ed  in  his  account  ^o  the  United  States. 

WILLIAM  SIMMONS, 
Accountant  Department  of  War: 


No.  13. 

The  United  States  to  Frederick  Sandbagen,  Da* 
To  one  bay  horse,  five  years  old,  16  hands  high, 
black  tail  and  mane,  for  use  of  light  in- 
fantry    -       -       ^       -       -       -       -  $200 

Received,  New  Orleans,  29th  May,  1809,  of 
Abraham  D.Abrahams,  military  agent,  two  hun- 
dred dollars,  in  full  of  tne  above.    Signed  dupli- 
cates. F.  SANDHAGBN. 

Witness:  P.  RtvsRT. 

Department  op  War, 
Accountant's  Oppice,  April  19, 1810. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  copy  of  voucher 
No.  13,  for  payment  made  by  Abraham  D.  Abra- 
hams) military  agent  at  New  Orleans,  and  charg- 
ed in  his  account  to  the  United  States. 

W.  SIMMONS, 
Accountant  Department  qf  War. 


160 
135 
150 
600 


Approved  for  payment, 

JABAES  WILKINSON. 


D.*-Copy  of  vouchers  Nos.  19,  23,  and  S4,  for  psy- 
meats  made  by  Lieutenant  George  Peter,  for  ex- 
penses attending  the  march  of  a  detachment  of 
troops  from  Baltimore;  Washington  City,  and  Car- 
lisle to  PjtUhnrg,  in  1805. 

No.  19. 

Bedpord,  April  29, 1805. 
Received  of  Lieutenant  Qeorge  Peter,  the  sum 
of  sixty  dollars,  in  full,  for  transporting  the  bag- 
gage of  Lieutenant  Ghitesand  detachment,  to  tbia 
place.  NICHOLAS  SPONSOR, 

his  Hnmrk. 
Witness :  Samuel  Qat^s. 


No.  33. 

PiTTSBDRO,  May  5, 1805. 

Received  of  Lieutenant  Qeorge  Peter,  the  budqi 
of  one  hundred  aad  thirty-five  dollars,  in  full^for 
transporting  the  baggage  of  the  detachment  under 
the  command  of  Captain  McClellan,  from  Balti- 
more to  Pittsburg. 

JOHN  FRUSH. 
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Brigadier  Oeneral  Jdmet  WUkinton, 


No.  24. 

Pittsburg,  Majf  5, 1805. 
Received  of  Liea tenant  George  Peter,  the  sum 
of  oae  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars,  in  full, 
for  transporting  baggage  of  the  detachment  of 
troops  under  command  of  Captain  McCIelian. 

HORATIO  TRUNDLE, 
bis  ^  mmrk. 
Witness:  N. Pinknet,  Lt. 

Depabtment  op  War, 
Accountants^  Office,  April  19, 1810. 
I  certify  that  the  within  are  copies  of  vouchers 
Nos.  19,  23,  and  24,  for  payments  made  by  Lieu- 
tenant  George  Peter,  charged  in  his  account 
against  the  united  States,  for  expenses  attending 
the  march  of  a  detachment  of  troops  from  Balti- 
more, Washington  City,  and  Carlisle,  to  Pitts- 
burg.    .       W.  SIMMONS,  AccL  Dtp.  War. 


No.  71. 
It  is  a  fact,  that  our  fool  has  written  to  his  con- 
temptible fabricator,  that  you  had  declared  if  yon 


bad  children,  you  would  teach  them  toeanetke 
United  States  as  soon  as  they  were  able  to  li^ 
and  he  gaye  the  mayor  and  Gorly  for  aotkai 
Cette  b^te  is  at  present  up  to  the  ehm  id  folly  tad 
▼anity;  he  cannot  be  supported  much  ioo^; 
for.  Borr  or  no  Burr,  we  shall  hare  a  rerolt^if  k 
is  not  removed  speedily.  The  moment  BoDtpme 
compromises  with  Great  Britain  will  be  the s;^ 
nal  tor  a  general  rising  of  French  and  Spaoiifdi 
and  if  the  Americans  do  not  join,  they  will  ia 
oppose.  Take  care!  suspicion  is  abrotd;  bsi 
you  have  a  friend  worth  having.  You  will  sk 
Livingston's  pbilippic  to  W********  j  it  ii  re- 
plete with  falsehoods,  and  is  laughed  at  berebf 
everybody.  3o  much  for  the  establishmeot  & 
an  impure  character. 

Yours,  R.  R. 

Workman  and  Kerr  have  been  discovered  ii 
an  intrigue  to  corrupt  the  Army  and  to  plniider 
the  bank.  It  is  said  that  Lieutenant  w.  A. 
Murray  has  detected  them. 

D.  C,  Esq. 


No.  27.— PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  TOBACCO  TRANSACTION. 

l7Qa.^J3aie§of  165  hhdt.  tobacco.  28  caskB  buUer,  22  coMkt  lard,  and  159  Aom,  msetwd  6y  ikjv 

Dunn  and  ditpoieatf/cr  account  qfJamtt  WdkinMon,  Etq^  Kentudcf, 


To  whom  fold. 


Hhds. 
tobaooo. 


To  Government 

His  Bxoeilency 

His  Excellency 

Mr.  Nsvsrro  - 

Mr.  Navarro  - 

Contadore 

Contadore 

Clarke  dt  Rees— Auditor 

Clarke  4c  Rees— Auditor 

Clarke  db  Rees    Piemas 

Clarke  db  Rees— Piernas 

Don  Andres  Armesto 

Don  Andres  Armesto 

Cash      - 

Mr.  Morales   - 

Jacob  Cowperthwaite 

Jacob  Cowperthwaite 

Mr.  Morales   • 

Mr.  Guerin     • 

Mr.  Brion 

Mrs.  Dnforest 

Clarke  dc  Rees 

Clarke  dc  Rees 

Clarke  dc  Rees 

James  Jones  - 

James  Jones  - 

Cash      • 

Cask      • 


137 


Casks. 


Butter. 


Lard. 


809 


Hams. 


6 


6 


6 


8 
6 

• 

6 
6 


6 

m 

6 


Weight. 


118,466 
109 
78 
66 
77 
61 
78 
77 
81 
78 
60 
74 
64 
91 
116 
78 


46 


58 

78 
209 
60 
77 
76 
64 
38 


36  ms. 


8 

H 

8 


Paper,  i    8iNi 


•19  08 

706 

14  06 

16  00 


H 

6  04 

H 

81  06 

ii 

14  06 

H 

7  04 

8 

11  08 

H 

16  08 

3 

19  08 

H 

39  01 

8 

IS  04 

H 

80  00 

li 

6  00 

%\m^ 
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General  Jamee  WUkinmm. 


No.  27.— Cootinaed. 


James  WUkifuon,  Eeq.^  in  account  current  with  Clarke  f  JReee. 


Caaka. 

> 

To  whom  fold. 

Hhda. 
tobacco. 

Uama. 

Weight 

Price. 

**  -  -  - 
x^aper» 

8iWer. 

Batter. 

Laid« 

Itike'ft  Reet— Treasmret     - 

] 

. 

76 

2 

19  00 

« 

Itrke  dc  Raw    Treourgr     - 

» 

6 

48 

2 

10  06 

«ih 

6 

56 

2 

14  00 

>hn  Maeh«7          ... 

8 

18 

2 

4  04 

[r.  Morelet  -        -        -        - 

». 

U4 

li 

27  03 

lirke  k.  Reas — Mtreot 

67 

2 

16  06 

larke  k,  Reet— Marco*  ^ 

67 

H 

10  05 

larke  k.  Re«— ViIlaTaM>      - 

.! 

• 

.^  - 

60 

2 

12  04 

!lark«  k.  R66»--VlUaT«B0      - 

Iff 

80 

H 

6  05 

Slarie  k  Raea-^Mr.  Mazent  - 

78 

2 

19  04 

!larke  k  Raea — Mr.  Mazent  - 

80 

1) 

15  00 

(r.Dow        .... 

76 

* 

Ir.  Dow        -        - 

6 

60 

luh     .        .        •        . 

. 

66 

li 

10  d4 

1 

ilirka  k  Ree^^-Petdom 

0 

8 

80 

2 

7  04 

!tih     .... 

14 

H 

4  08 

bah     .       -        .        - 

A     • 

17 

8i 

504 

luh     .       . 

t 

8 

2 

2  00 

Mh       -           .            -           - 

*• 

17 

2i 

504 

Jtth    .     . 

8 

2 

2  00 

^ 

>9ml       •          .            -           • 

• 

78 

20aoiia 

14  04 

!uk     .... 

\ . 

80 

li 

8  06 

!uh     .... 

67 

2 

16  06 

Ir.  PoDtalba  • 

t 

. 

69 

2 

17  02 

1.  Lt  YiUebenTre  - 

\ 

60 

2 

15  00 

. 

oieph  Tarel  - 
Ir.  JoQidain 

82 

li 

15  08 

89 

li 

7  02 

* 

oteph  Farel  - 

' 

12 

100 

li 

18  06 

(r.  CoDway  - 

* 

68 

Ir.  CoDway  - 

54 

1 

oieph  Farel  - 
Ir.  Ballinger 

•  , 

86 

ij 

66  00 

. 

10 

80 

toward  and  otlierB,  w] 

10  re- 

tamed  to  Kentacky    • 

10 

94 

_  ^ 

Ittitte  .... 

60 

u 

11  02 

*Mm       .           .           .           • 

.1 

64 

li 

12  00 

(r.  ioDea,  three  Hate 

• 

39  04 

/uh,  160  Iba.  tobacco 

R 

* 

" 

• 

9  04 

m  OaDd           .... 

•                1                   **         1                   "      \  ^9   IVMWM. 

• 

612  00 

910,887  04 

613  paper  doUan,  at  16S  per  cent 

. 

• 

402  06 

• 

911,290  01 

Charges,  viz  .* 

'lid  for  two  blocka  for  the  preaa 

4 

4 

Fbe  men  for  one  day'a  work  at  ditto          .... 

4 

4 

Mr.  Mattain,  for  two  daya'  work  of  a  negio                 -        • 

1 

4 

Jean  Jeanaa^  per  receipt 

10 

0 

Six  ella  Oanabnrga,  intended  to  make  canota      ... 

3 

4k  ^% 

0 

Pardomo,  feea  on  diachaiging 

28 

4 

EliennCy  for  one  day'a  work  of  thr^e  negroea      ... 

2 

2 

Bon  Andrea,  for  Mre  of  hia  negro  John      .        .        .        - 

8 

4 

Jamea  Jones,  for  two  demijohna  rum  -        -        -        -    '   - 

30 

0 

Cartage  of  proviaiona  and  tobacco      .        .        .        •        • 

4 

4 

Hire  of  Prince  and  Lancaater,  from  June  18  to  July  S6      - 

84 

0 

Storage,  at  15  pa.  p.  per  montii  ...--- 

20 

0 

Proportion  of  making  the  preaa         ..... 

17 

4 

1 

Leollean  A  Paler,  li 

Mrnini 

(fotho 

mar 

^ 

- 

. 

- 

-     1 

2 

5 

• 
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No.  27. — Continued. 
Jame9  IFtZAraiwon,  i^tg.,  tn  aoooinit  current  with  C3arke  f  RecM. 


Charges,  4«. 


Hire  of  JesM  Iwenty-fiTjB  days,  at  tiz  beUs 

For  one-half  coil  3|  inch  rope,  for  the  llato  and  pnm 

For  rice  for  Meaers.  Gaillard  dt  PoaaeeU's  negeoee 

Mather  dt  Strother,  for  taffia      -        - 

Mn.  GaiUard*!  negroes,  frr  working  en  Snndaj 

Emereon  dt  Frank,  per  receipt  - 

Mrt .  CHillard,  for  hire  of  negioee 

Jean  Raaqne,  per  receipt    •       -        - 

Jonrdain,  amoant  of  his  aoconat 

Duty  on  tobai^co,  dtc        -        -        • 

Fees  at  the  bitendant's  aSuce     • 

Comnussion  an  11,290  pounds  at  6  per  cent 


Dednet  &r  taffia  on  hand 
l,t60  1  ps.  ^t  163  per  cent. 
Net  proeceeds    - 


Weight. 


18 
S8 
15 
60 
1 

so 

7 

asi 

566 
15 


1,S90 


1,S60 


Price. 


6 
0 
0 
0 
Q 

0 

4 
6 
6 
0 


Paper. 


SItci. 


00  M 


1 
0 


504  04 


0t5  04 


8S9  00 


1,4M04 


t^SA^ 


No,  27 — Continued. 
James  WUkituon.  Eaq^  in  acooimtcufreniwUh  Qarhe  f  Reet. 


1787. 
Aug.  37 

1788. 
April  17 
May   15 

July   18 
July   14 

July  88 

Aug.    8 


1788. 
July  89 


To  halanee  of  account  of  this  date 
To  cash  lent  him,  per  note 


Db. 


To  cash  paid  William  and  Ridiard  Thomes,  per  receipt     .... 

To  cash  paid  Joshua  Barbie,  per  receipt 

To  cash  paid  James  Ferguson,  per  his  order      ...... 

To  cash  paid  his  hill,  in  favor  of  I^  T.  Beauregard    .        .        -        •        • 

To  cash  paid  his  bill,  in  fhTor  of  Spoartsman 

To  cash  paid  his  bill,  in  laTor  6f  Bellinger  ...... 

To  cash  paid  Major  Dunn,  pet  account      .....•• 

To  Captain  William  McFaden,  on  account  of  Major  Dttnn,  for  three  pas- 
aages  in  the  schooner  NaTato  


$383  6  exchange,  at  15$  per  toent. 
To  cash  paid  Major  Dunn,  in  IhlL 


By  net  proceeds  of  sal6s  mad<  for  his  account 
By  a  negro  man  naioed  Jesse    ... 


|4M 

3»OO0O9 

90  00 
100  00 

910  00 
190  « 


tl9« 
355  67 


f9^05 


N.  B. — There  is  a  quantity  of  tobacco  on  hand,  in  balk,  weight  ookBowa.  Also,  sereo  ^ 
heads  full,  which  hare  not  been  weighed,  for  which  we  hold  onnelr^s  accoan table,  eonformtUe  t^* 
the  sales  we  shall  make  thereof.  We  also  hold  oorselves  accountable  for  one  hogshead  of  xohu^ 
which  was  receired  among  Mr.  Christopher  Tbompson'ii  tohacco,  weight  913  pounds,  when  tk 
King  shall  be  pleased  to  pay  for  the  same.  Errors  excepted. 
Nbw  Oblbans.  Augwt  8, 1788.  CLARKE  &  K&ES> 

By  yirtne  of  the  powers  in  me  vested  by  James  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  I  do  hereby  acknowledge  tij 
declare  that  I  have  examined  the  above  account,  and  that  I  have  received  from  Messrs.  Clarke  ibJ 
Rees,  of  New  Orleans,  merchants,  the  several  articles  and  payments  in  th6  said  aecooat,  bslanccd 
as  it  stands,  this  8th  day  (t  Angast»  1788.  ISAAC  B.  DUNN. 
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Brigadier  Oeneral  Jame9  WilkinBon. 


10.  29. — Sales  of  342  hogsheads  oftohacco^  shimed  by  James  fVilkinson^  (in  the  purchase  of  which 
the  swn  of  £279,  a  balance  due  Daniel  Clarke^  Esti^for  his  half  of  tne  proceeds  of  the  bateau 
Speedwelly  was  invested^  and  in  proportion  thereto  said  Clarke  is  interested^)  consigned  to  PhUip 
mtan^  New  Orleans. 


old  to  GkiTernment  236,649  Um.  net,  %i  9^  per  1,000        ... 

Charges. 

tid  for  picking,  in  hard  money,        *» 

ost,  to  procoro  this  money,  11  per  cent.    •        -        •        . 

aid  the  pioken  in  peper  mon^        • 

ost,  to  procure  tiiis  money,  '6  per  cent 

imdry  npeneee,  to  be  exj^hjned  by  P.  N 

oit,  to  pvocQM  tfalg  iM>«ey,      ........ 

[r.  Bellinger's  bowrd  tlurty  days,  ftt  mie  dollary  •        •        •       •        • 
Mt,  to  pfocnre  this  flMney,      •       •- 

[r.  Nolan's  allpwaaee  from  the  37th  Jnly  until  the  Mth  fieptembcr* 

Mxty  days,  at  f  3  60  per  day^  -, 

Mt,  to  procure  this  money,  10  per  cent^   ...... 

'Ooperage,  per  account, 

Proportion  of  expense  to  be  deducted        -        -        -        • 


Deducted  from  the  iuToice 


$149  00 
16  03 


88  00 
5  08 


106  00 
10  04 


30  00 
04 


160  00 
16  00 


9166  03 

93  03 

116  04 

30  04 


166  00 
641  04 


1,111  01 
339  06 


918,131  07 


781  04 


17,360  03 
1,600  00 


916,860  03 


Enoftf  and  omiarions  excepted. 
Niir  OUBAVS,  September  31, 1789. 


PHILIP  NOLAN. 


[See  Wilkinson's  account  current  with  Clarke  and  Bees,  dated  May  the  1st,  1789,  contained  in  the  account 
ook«page30.] 

No<  30. 

LvziifOTON,  Kbntuckt,  May  20, 1790. 

GENTLBMEif:  I  lameot  that  I  should  be  obliged  lo  address  you  at  this  late  day,  but  the  causes 
rodociog  the  delay  have  been  insuperable. 

This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  my  agent,  Mr.  Philip  Nolan,  who  Carries  with  him,  and  will 
ihibit  to  you  for  final  settlement,  the  account  of  the  unfortunate  adrentore  by  the  Speedwell,  he 
eJDg  si)eciallv  authorized  by  me  for  that  purpose.  Amidst  the  embarrassmueats  which  result  to  me 
"om  this  fatal  expedition,  it  is  with  ploisure  I  reflect  that  whilst  I  am  obliged  to  abide  a  dead  loss 
B  the  sales,  without  remedy  or  consolation,  you  must  feel,  yourselyea  indemnified  by  the  advance 
ou  had  upon  the  merchandise  originally  furnished  from  your  store  to  the  adirenture,  and  for 
rbich  you  received  cash.  The  proceeds  of  this  adv^enture  are  vested  in  tobacco  at  a  very  low  price, 
rhich  will.  I  hope,  get  a  good  market. 

You  will  observe  that  I  have  coasigned  this  c|irgo  to  Mr.  NeUin,  aud  authorized  him  to  act  for 
le  in  the  storage,  inspection,  dc.c.|  because  the  quantity  now^shipped  will  overran  .the  claims  of  the 
wners  of  the  Speedwell  nearly  two-thirds,  and  I  hare  determined  to  make  no  discrimination  in 
ie  cargo,  for  fear  of  accidents  to  the  boats^  which  might  be  assigned  to  the  account  of  the  Speed- 
'«U,  or  lest  I  should  subject  myself  to  imputations  of  partiality  to  my  private  interest,  and  be 
barged  with  selecting  the  best  tobacco.  No  diflicolty  can  offer  in  the  settlement ;  because,  when 
le  costs  and  charges,  and  the  net  profits  of  the  whole  cargo  are  ascertained,  the  proportion  due  to 
le  owners  of  the  Speedwell  can  be  readily  established.    This  is  the  principle  of  settlement  which 

bave  directed  my  agent  to  take  for  his  guidance,  and  to  which  I  shall  invariably  adhere. 
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Brigadier  General  Jamee  WUkinmm. 


I  am  sorry  to  inform  yoa  that  one  of  our  flats,  after  hiyiog  been  loaded  with  forty  hogskei^ 
sprung  a  leak,  and,  in  spite  of  our  endeavors,  sunk;  the  tobacco  is  wet,  but  I  belieTe  we  shall bi 
able  to  save  the  greatest  part  of  it,  though  it  will  inTolve  the  inevitable  detention  of  this  tobaces 
until  ray  next  shipment,  when  it  will  go  down  on  the  same  principles  of  the  present  cargo,of  wb  ' 
it  is  indeed  a  part. 

I  have  directed  Mr.  Nolan  to  require  the  original  voochera,  on  which  the  aecoaots  rendered 
you  last  year  are  founded,  many  of  them  being  absolutely  necessary  to  my  own  indemnity  a^&s 
the  persons  collaterally  interested  or  connected  in  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  aervant, 

JAMES  WILKINSOK 

Messrs.  Clarkb  db  Rbbs,  MerchanUj  New  OrieatiA, 


No.  31. 

LoniBViLUi,  June  20, 17901 

GBNtLEMBN :  Your  surprise  at  hearing  from  me  at  this  late  date  cannot  exceed  the  mortificatios 
and  regret  I  feel  from  the  delajr.  My  boats  unfortunately  groimded  in  Kentaeky  river^and  w» 
left  by  the  flood.  Mr.  Nolan  will  give  vou  the  details,  ana  will  explain  to  you  the  perso&al  hiri- 
ahips  and  risks  I  have  been  exposea  to  for  three  weeks  past. 

Events  have  justified  the  propriety  of  my  making  no  distinction  in  the  tobaeco  shipped  it  (kn 
time,  or  allotting  any  separate  portion  for  the  account  of  the  Speedwell,  as  three  of  the  fleet  mhkk 
sailed  are  still  aground  in  Kentucky  river,  with  118  hogsheads  on  board.  The  tobacco  Mr.  Nolic 
now  takes  down  can  be  appropriated  on  the  same  equitable  principles,  and  the  same  jastsealfof 
proportion  set  forth  in  my  letter  of  the  20th  of  May.  The  drowned  tobaceo  is,  by  this  tiBie,eoo- 
pletely  recovered,  I  expect,  at  a  loss  of  12  or  15,000  pounds;  I  shall  ship  it,  and  it  witLn^own 
with  the  three  boats  which  art  aground,  so  soon  as  the  flood  ofiers,  which  1  expect  must  uie  piace 
in  the  course  of  the  month. 

The  stoppage  of  the  boats  has  been  attended  with  some  additional  expense,  which  was  ooaTotd- 
able,  in  the  measures  necessary  to  get  them  out  of  Kentucky  river,  and  secure  tlie  tobaceo. 
With  due  respect,  I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Messrs.  Clarke  db  Reeb, 


No.  32. — Meeere.  IVUkintan  and  Dunn,  their  account  current  with  Clarke  and  Rea. 


1788. 


1789. 
May      6, 


June    i, 


July  28, 

Jnly  21, 

July  26, 

July  81, 


Aug.    2, 
Aug.  12, 


Dm. 
To  their  half  adventure  to  Kentucky,  in  ooBipany«  pci 
bateau  Speedwell  ...  -       .       . 


To  balanee  brought  down        ...... 

To  cash  paid  Moses  and  John  Moore,  an  enor  discovered 
to  their  prejudiQB,  in  account  with  yon  after  we  had  ad- 
justed acconnts  with  Captain  Dunn,  and  paid  him  the 
balance        -.--..-.- 

To  cash  paid  General  Wilkinson'a  order,  &vor  of  G.  I.  A. 
Elholm,       -...:.-.- 

To  twenty-eight  pounds  of  bacon  supplied  Mr.  Bellinger, 
at2J  .       -       - • 

To  cash  paid  Joseph  Balltnger  •        -        -      100  00 

To  cash  paid  Joseph  Ballinger  ...         8  00 


To  cash 
To  cash 
To  cash 
To  cash 
To  cash 

To  cash 
To  cash 


paid  P.  Nolan    -       -        -        - 

paid  P.  Nolan  in  paper 

paid  your  order,  favor  of  R.  MeGillier 

paid  Greenberry  Dorsey 

paid  Philip  Nolan      .       •        . 

paid  Mr.  Minor,  amount  of  yonr  note 

paid  A.  White  and  Shoemaker  • 


287  OOi 
887  04 
92  07 
29  08 


To  cash  paid  Hipps  Taylor 
To  cash  hx  (bur  elU  of  silk 


12  06 
12  00 


To  our  assumption  to  Mather  and  Strother  for  a  horse  for 
Mr.  BalUi^ger 


Pafter. 


Exchange. 


8  06 


120 


121  07 


767  OH 
24  06 


187 


180 
1S5 


43  07 

1:9  04 

7« 


108  a» 

9(00 
150  00 


590  0« 

19  Oi 
100  00 
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No.  32-*Con tinned. 


I 


Db. 
Tp  randriet  rapplipd  Mr.  Btllinger  at  Natehes,  on  hi^  way 
to  Kentueky,  tix  : 

1  Mddle 40  00 

lyardofblaadoth       •        •        •        •        .  6  00 
1  pair  alockuiga    •       •        -        •  3  00 


To  oath  yon  raceiTed  for  three  ilat#  ...;.. 
To  yoar  order,  favor  of  Colonel  EUiey,  £14  Viiginia  cur- 
rency   -  •  -  -  -  -  -  -  •  ,m, 

To  eaah  yon  reoeived  from  the  GoTcmor  of  Virginia, 
£1,014  15  10,  Virginia  eurrency,  dollan  at  eiz  shiUingt 

To  lo  mneh  yon  received  from  the  State  of 

Virginia £1,266    8    6 

Deduct  30  per  cent  .        .        .        .     '  261    4    8 


Balance  due  Wilkinion  and  Dunn  - 


£1,004  18  10 


To  caah  paid  G.  M 

To  caah  paid  Philip  Nolan  for  Mr.  Duncan,  per  yout  order 
To  cash  paid  John  H.  Craig,  per  Nolan's  mrder 
To  cash  paid  Philip  Nolan's  order,  favor  of  John  Picket    r 
To  cash  paid' Philip  Nolan's  order,  favor  of  Wm.  Pauling, 
To  cash  paid  P)iiUp  Nolan,  per  receipt     -      ,  -    .    - 
To  cash  paid  PhUip  Nolan,  in  full    -       •     '  -        -        • 

Errors  excepted. 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 
N^w  OmuAVs,  Sept.  6, 1789. 

Cm. 
By  cash  received  from  the  Govaraor 
Balance  due  on  this  account    -        •  •       -        • 


By  net  proceeds  of  sales  ef  5  casks  of  hutier,  1  hhd.  of  to- 
bacco, and  30,733  pounds  of  tobacco,  loose,  left  by  Mr. 
Dunn •..-- 

By  net  proceeds  of  sales  of  38  casks  of  lard,  per  Captain 
Dunn  .-----•.-. 

By  cash  returned  by  Mr.  Bellinger 

By  net  proceeds  of  sales  of  C7  casks  of  butter,  per  Captain 
Dunn  ---------- 

By  so  much  charged  you,  in  an  aeoount  rendered  May  1, 
lor  Mr.  Nolan's  expenses,  through  the  Creek  nation 

By  cash  paid  Captain  Hoope,  £360  Virginia  currency 

By  first  of  ad^entuies,  dtc  with  charges  -        - 

By  adventures  from  Kentucky,  in  company,  Ibr  your  half 
gain    .---.-^--- 

By  amonnt  of  Philip  Nolan's  account 

By  Daniel  Clarke,  for  Deputy  Scirveyor's  fees  paid  in  Rich- 
mond --- 

By  Daniel  Clarke,  paid  fi>r  advice  in  suit  against  Foster 
Webb .        -        . 


Errors  and  omissions  excepted. 

WILKINSON  A,  DUNN. 
Nbw  Oblbavs,  August  30,  1760. 


By  balance  brought  down        ....-- 

By  a  note  returned,  which  was  charged  you  in  favor  of 

Colonel£llzey,for  £14  Virginia  eurrency     -        .        - 


Paper. 


40  00 


Exchange. 


160 


Hardd<ms. 


Silver. 


33  06 

14  00 

46  04 
8,363  03 


3,349  04i 
13,464  07^ 


31,683  06 


3,000  00 
6,800  00 

471  03 
1,101  07 

789  04 


1,479  04 


- 

300  00 
48  06i 

Dolls. 

13,611  03i 

- 

6,000  00 
1,067  07 

4,067  07 

160 

984  06 

. 

78  04 
1,660  00 

- 

163  04 

. 

99  03 
933  03i 
13,991  00 

f 

3,366  03i 
374  00 

- 

33  00 

- 

33  00 

Hard  dolls. 

31,633  06 

«. 

13,464  07| 

46  04 


2371 


Appbndix. 

>      .  ■      •    rm .  ■         -         .      , 

Brigadier  General  Jame» 
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J.  Wilkinson's  order  on  p.  Clsrke,  8en. 

Septemmr  4, 1789. 
Dbar  Sir:  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to, answer 
to  Mr.  NoIaDj  the  balance  in  yonr  bands^  for 
your  friend, 

J.  WILKINSON. 
.  To  DikNiBL  Clarke,  Esq. 


Receipt 
New  Orleans,  StpL  5^  1789. 

Received  of  Messrs.  Clark  and  Rees  ^48  5| 
rials,  tbe  balance  due  James  Wilkinson,  as  slated 
in  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Rees's  account  eurreot. 

For  James  Wilkinson. 

PHIL  NOLAN. 


As  witness  my  hand,  at  New  Orleans,  this  I8ik 
day  of  September,  in  tbe  year  of  oar  Lor^  oie 
thousand  seveo  hundred  and  eighty-nioe. 

JAMES  WILKINSOR 


No*  33.--PhUip  NolanV  Declaration. 

New  Orleans,  Sept.  10, 1790. 

I,  Philip  Nolan,  agent  for  James  Wijkinson, 
Esq  ,  being  applied  to  by  Daniel  Clarke,  Juiiior, 
attorney  of  Clarke  and  Rees,  to  investigate  an 
account  settled  the  5th  September,  1789, between' 
Clarke  and  Rees,  merchants  of  this  place,  and 
the  aforesaid  James  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  do  declare 
that  there  is  an  error  in  the  said  acc6ant,  amount- 
ing  to  four  hundred  and  seventy-three  silver  del* 
lars  two  rials,  to  the  prejudice  of  Clarke  db  Rees, 
occasioned  by  their  giving  him  credit  twice  in 
their  account  for  the  aforesaid  sum  of  four  hun- 
dred and  seventy-three  silver  dollars  twto  rials, 
being  my  expenses  on  my  journey  from  hence  to 
Kentucky,  in  the  year  1788. 

PHILIP  C^OLAN. 

No.  4. — James    Wilkinson's  accountable  receipt   fbr^ 
our  part  of  the  cargo,  per  dpeedwell's  proceeds,  and 
for  a  debt  due  bj  Craig  anct  Johnson,  for  £318  Ids. 
7d. 

I  do  hereby  acknowledge  that  I  have  not  ac- 
counted with  Daniel  Clarke  for  his  half  of  tbe 
adventure  of  merchandise,  shipped  per  the  bateau 
Speedwell.  Jean  Massey.  patroon.  from  New  Or- 
leans to  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio,  constgBe4  to  WiU 
kinson  and  Dunn ;  and  that  I  will  invest,  and 
ship  the  {proceeds  of  the  said  adventure,  which 
still  remains  in  our  hands,  in  good  and  roerohant- 
able  tobacco,  to  him,  in  the  month  of  December 
next. 

I  also  acknowledge,  that  I  hare  a  debt  doe  to 
the  said  Clarke  from  Craig  and' Johnston,  for 
three  hundred  and  eighteen  pounds,  thirteen  shil- 
lings, and  seven  pence,  Virginia  currency,  under 
my  direction ;  and  that  I  will,  or  my  heirs,  in 
case  of  my  death,  ship  tobacco  to  him  to  the 
amount  thereof,  as  soon  as  I,  or  they,  shall  recover 
the  same;  and  when  these  several  obligations 
into  which  I  now  enter  are  fulfilled  by  me  or  my 
heirs,  that  the  articles  of  writing,  declaratory  of 
a  connexion  with  the  said  Clarke,  by  Wilkinson 
and  Dunn,  bearing  date  the  7th  of  August,  1788. 
shall  be  void,  and  of  no  effect ;  and,  also,  that  the 
power  of  attorney  which  I  have  bad  from  said 
Clarke  shall  be  cancelled,  and  of  do  effect  from 
this  day. 


No.  3.—- Articles  of  agreement  between  Wiflumo&d 
Dona  and  Daniel  Clai^  Sen. 

To  M  persons  to  whom  these  presents  sk^ 
come,  gbeetino: 

Know  ye.  that  James  Wilkinson  and  IsaaeB 
Dunn,  of  the  District  of  Kentucky,  now  is  tbe 
State  of  Virginia,  Esquires,  of  the  one  part,  id 
Daniel  Clarke,  of  the  town  of  New  Orleans,  a 
the  Mississippi,  merchant,  of  the  other  par^  k 
hereby  consent  and  miHuaUy  a^rree  to  carry  s: 
a  commerce  between  the  Kaid  District  of  Ka- 
tuck^  arid  the  town  of  New  Orleans  aforesak, 
that  is  to  say: 

That  the  <aid  James  Wilkinson  and  Isaac  R 
Dunix shall  purchase  in  the  District  of  KeoiDckr 
or  any  other  of  the  settlements  on  the  vaiffisi' 
the  Ohio,  within  the  State  of  Virginia afore^ 
to  wit:  tobacco,  flour,  butter,  tallow,  bogs' jard, 
beef,  pork,  bacon,  and  bacon  hams,  on  iht'pkt 
account  and  risk  of  the  said  James  WilkiosaQ, 
Isaac  B.  Dunn,  and  Daniel  Clarke,  and  the^ase 
to  be  sent  down  in  good  order  (dansers  of  tbe 
river  excepted)  to  the  town  of  New  Orlaas, ad- 
dressed to  the  aforesaid  Daniel  Clarke,  to  be  bf 
him  conrerted  into  ca»h,  for  the  commoa  beoeot 
of  the  said  James  Wilkinson,  Isaac  B.  Doscaad 
Daniel  Clarke,  in  the  particular  ratio  bemfter 
written. 

And  likewise,  that  the  said  Daniel  Clarke  sbiB 
purchase  and  send  to  the  falls  of  Ohio,  oDacconat 
and  risk  of  the  aforesaid  James  WilkiosooJau 
B.  Dunn,  and  Daniel  Clarke,  addressed  (o  i^i 
said  James  Wilkinson  and  Isaac  B.  DQfiB.sBch 
European  and  West  India  commodities  as  sball 
jointly  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  useaBdeoo- 
sumption  of  the  aforesaid  settlements  oa  the 
Ohio,  to  be  by  them  converted  into  casb,  otsqcb 
articles  of  produce  as  ace  herein  named,  for  t^< 
joint  benefit  of  the  said  James  Wilkiosoo,  !$&&: 
B.  DuoD,  and  Daniel  Clarke,  in  the  particulv 
ratio  hereafter  mentioned. 

Now,  be  it  remembered,  and  it  is  herebf  de 
elared  and  made  known,  that  tbe  saidfurtiesi^ 
to  be  interested  in  the  said  eommerce,  io  tbeft^ 
lowing  proportions,  viz: 

James  Wilkinson  to  have  and  enjoy  ooe-fouru 
part  of  the  profits  which  shall  appear  to  arttf 
from  the  said  trade,  to  be  carried  on  aerreeabirK 
the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  contract,  !rom  K^* 
tucky  to  this  place,  and  from  this  place  to  && 
tncky,  and  also  to  sustain  one-lburth  f>art  of  a^f 
loss  that  may  happen  to  the  parlies  is  tbe  sjW 
trade.  , 

In  like  manner  shall  Isaac  B.  Dunn  share  a^ 
enjoy  one  fourth  part  of  tbe  profits  which  sin^ 
arise  from  the  aforesaid  commerce,  and  io  1<'^ 
proportion  bear  any  loss  that  may  b'lppen  loisi 
parties  in  the  course  of  the  said  connevioo. 

And  likewise,  that  the  said  Daniel  Clarke ahtli 
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iiave  and  eajoy  of  the  profits  which  shalt  arise 
from  the  said  trade,  one- ha if^  or  equal  moiety  of 
;he  whole,  and  bear,  in  like  proportion,  aoy  loss 
[bat  may  ba^fittstaioed  by  the  parties  in  toe  course 
)f  their  said  connearioB. 

Forther,  it  is  agreed  by  the  ^oatraeting  par^ 
lies,  that  this  connexion  anali  take  place  on  the 
1st  day  of  December  next,  and  confiaoe  until  dts- 
toived  by  mntual  consent  of  the  said-  parties,  or 
»v  prohibition  of  this  Govern ment:  Provided, 
uwaye,  Thai  do  tobaece  which  shall  be  sent 
iowD  by  James  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  antecedent  to 
be  1st  day  of  December  next,  shall  be  consider- 
id,  io  any.  wise,  a  property  falling  within  the 
ireseot  connexion..    ■    - 

And  whereas,  Daniel  Clarke  is  now  preparing 
0  make  a  shipment  of  merchandise  to  the  afore- 
tid  falls  of  Ohio:  Be  it  known,  that  th^  mer- 
ibaodise  is  for  aceount  and  risk  of  tho  aforesaid 
fames  Wilkinson,  Isaac  B.  Dnnn,  and  Daniel 
i^iarke.  in  the  proportions  aforesaid. 

Lastly,  be  it  remembered,  that '  the'  saiti  James 
l¥iikipson  and  Isaao  B.  Dana  shall  not  charge 
iomtnissions  for  what  they  buy  Or- sell,  at  aoy 
nrt  of  the  settlements  of  Kentucky^  or  on  the 
laiers  of  the  Ohio,  for  account  of  tne  parties  in 
biscoocero;  nor  shall  the  said  Dan iei  Clarke 
charge  aoy  commission  for  all  or  any  business  he 
bail  transact  at  New  Orleans  for  account  of  said 
iODcero. 

In  witness  wbtsreof,  the  parties  have  hereunto 
Dterehangeabiy  set  their  hands  aBd-sea!s,atNew 
>rieaQ8,  this  7th  day  of  Angu^t^  1788. 
For  James  Wilkinson  and  self, 


ISAAC  B.  DUNN. 
DANI£L  CLARKB 


fL.  a.] 
.  [i..  S.J 


Signed,  sealed  and  deliyered,  in. presence  of 
A.  Hoops, 
Philip  Nolan. 


No.  2v-.Wtlkinsoa  to  Clariiaw 

RicBMoifn,  Oct.  87, 1607, 

Dear  Sir?  A  friend  having  proposed  a  publi- 
^ioQ  relative  to  scenes  of  eighteaa  or  twenty 
wears'  standing,  I  furnished  hitn  your  extract  from 
be  memoir  yon  transmitted  Mr.  Pickering  in 
TdS-*?.  Being  a  public  document,  I  could  ?ee 
'0  impropriety  in  this,  and  I  hope  you  may  Con- 
or in  the  same  opinion,  seeing  that  it  was  an 
Dteresting  paper  to  me,  assailed  as  I  am  by  the 
vorst,  the  merest  demons  that  eyer  infestetl  the 
»ih.  So  soon  as  I  hare  adjusted  a  single  point 
iere,  I  shall  be  With  you,  an<l  am, 

With  respect  and  esteem,  yours, 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

TbeHon.D.  Clarke. 


depositions  of  Daniel  W.  Coxe  and  Walter  Jones, 

Deposition  of  Walker  Jones,  fisf. 

The  deposition  of  Walter  Jones,  Junior,  who 
ifficiated  as  judge  adfrooiate  and  recorder  to  the 
Dititary  court  of  inquiry,  instituted  in  the  month 
^  January,  1808,  for  the  investigation  of  certain 
^^%^  4gciiiat  BrIgadieT  Oenaral  Jaities  WU" 


kinaott ;  which  deposition  fs  taken  beforathecoia- 
mittee  of  the  Houseof  Representatives  appointed 
to^  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Gkn.  Wilkinson. 

The  deponent,  in  answer  to  sundry  inquiries  of 
the  Committee,  in  relation  to  the  evidence  and 
doeumenta  produced  before  the  court  of  inquiry^ 
and  filed  among' the  records  of  its.  proceedings, 
the.raanaer  in  which  they  were  disposed  of,  and 
whether  the  papers,  hitely  ratornea  bv  Oeoenit 
WilkiosoB^  do  jn  fact  constitute  the  whole  of  thosa 

Sroperly  belonging  to  the  records  of  that  eoaK| 
epK)ses  and  swears  as  follows : 

On  the  16tfa  February,  1808,  after  several  raeet- 
ingl  6f  the  court  of  inquiry,  and  fruitless  attempla 
to  bring. forward  the  evident  relied  on  to  soppsfft 
the  charge  against  General  Wilkinson,  he  came 
before  the  court,  and  made  his  petition  that  the  M^ 
davit  of  Mr.  Daniel  Clarke,  which  had  been  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  Hoiise  of  Representatives,  and 
a.certified  oopyof  which  h^ad^  with  other  paperik 
bee&  transmitted  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  the  jodge  advocate,  might  be.  reei^ved 
by  the  court  ^al  ito  intrinsic  value,"  or,  for  as 
mush  as  it  was  worth  ;"~he,  General  WilkfnsoD| 
Wftiving  ail  oMections  as  to  form,  and  to  the  legal 
Qompecency  of  the  affidavit  to  be  read  in  evidence^ 
but  reserving  to  himself  the  advantage  of  all  ob- 
jections on  the  score  of  credibility^  and  uking- 
upon  himself  to  discredit  or  to  contradict  the  ev- 
idence of  'Mr.  Clarke.  The  certified  copy  of  thia 
affidavit  was  accordingly  read  and  filed  as  ev- 
idence; the  judge  advocate  admitting,  as  a  maC«- 
tetof  course,  that  the  accused  w^s  free  to^urge 
every  objection;  and  to  produce  allcompetent  ev- 
ideaee  affirating  the  credit  of  the  witness.  The 
judge  advocate,  at  the  same  time,  filed,  de  bene 
esse,  certified  copies  of  the  documei^ts  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  Mr. 
RANDoa.PB,  which  were  reserved  upon  file  for 
forther  proof- 

At  the  subsequent  sittings  of  the  court,  Gkn- 
eral  Wilkinson  produced  and  examined  several 
witnesses  in  his  defence.  According  to  my  reeol* 
Lection,  and  the  minutes  I  have  preserved  of  the 
couNe  of  those  examinations,  he  undertook  to 
discredit  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Clarke  upon  three 
grounds: 

1st.  By  imputing  to  the  witness  a  particular 
motive  lor  malice  agatost  the  person  accused, 
arising  out  of  hts,  Mr.  Clarke's,  alleged  connexion 
with  Burr's  conspiracy,  and  the  vindictive  pii»> 
sions  of  those  conspirators,  supposed  to  be  di- 
rected against  General  Wilkinson  on  aecount  of 
his  active  agency  in  their  final  suppression.  To 
this  point  he  produced  the  following  witnessed, 
viz:  Lieutenant  William  A.  Murray*  Lieutenant 
Robert  T.  Spence,  John  Graham,  and  Benjamin 
H.  Latrobe,  whose  examinations  were  taken  down 
in  writing  and  filed. 

2d.  By  undertaking  to  prove  prior  declarations 
of  Mr.  Clarke,  upon  Sie  subject-matter  ufhisafll- 
diivit,  inconsistent  with  the  statement  contained 
in  it.  To  this  point  he  produced  the  following 
witnesses,  viz:  Robert  Wright,  Gbvernor  of  Ma- 
ryland, General  Samuel  Smith,  of  the  Senate, 
Willis  Alston,  of  the  Uoase  of  RepveseAtativfs, 
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James  Lowry  Doad J^on^  of  Baltimore,  and  Dr. 
Walter  Jones,  of  the  Housa  of  Rereftentatives, 
whose  examinations  were  severally  taken  down 
and  filed.  To  this  point,  he  aUo  prodaced  the 
deposition  of  Colonel  William  Lowry,  of  Bslti-' 
jnore,  and  a  memoir  from  the  Secretary's  office, 
entitled  '^History  of  the  Trade  of  Louisiana,'' 
which  is  an  exhibit  referred  to  in  Mr.  John  Gra- 
liam's  examination. 

3dl]r.  By  auemptiog  to  disprove  a  ctreomstance 
mentioned  in  Mr.  Clarke's  affidavit,  viz:  his 
s^odingr  three  days  and  niffhts  in  Gknelal  Wil- 
kinson's tent  at  Loftos  Heights,  in  October.  1798 ; 
for  that  purpose  the  deposition  of  Dr.  J.  F.  Car- 
micbael  was  produced  and  filed. 

General  Wilkinson  also  took  the  deposition  of 
Mr.  Daniel  W.  Caxe,  of  Philadelphia,  for  the 
purpose  of  proving  some  circumstance  to  the  dis- 
advantai^e  of  Mr.  Clarke.  I  have  bnt  an  indis- 
4iDCt  impression  left  upon  my  mind  of  the  par- 
ticulars sworn  to  by  Mr.  Cox^  except  that,  after 
negativing  the  interrogatories  of  General  Wil- 
kinson, suggesting  anything  to  the  disadvantage 
of  Mr.  Clarke,  the  witness  proceeds  voluntarily 
to  disclose  all  the  circumstances  within  his  know- 
ledge, corroborative  of  Mr.  Clarke's  evidence,  or 
4>f  the  integrity  of  his  motives. 

The  last  witness  produced  by  General  Wilkin- 
aon,  and  tfae-last  evidence  of  any  kind  brought 
Ibrward  by  him^  prior  to  his  delivering  in  his  de- 
fence in  writing,  was  Mr.  Oliver  Pollock,  by  whom 
he  undertook  to  prove  the  innocence  of  his  Span- 
ish transactions  and  connexions,  from  circum- 
atances  within  the  personal  knowled^  of  the  wit- 
ness ;  his  examination  was  also  taken  down  in 
writing  and  filed. 

On  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  the  following 
additional  evidence  was  produced  and  filed,  viz : 

The  deposition  of  Andrew  Ellicott,  who  was 
lequired  to  sute  the  whole  of  his  knowledge  and 
information  relative  to  any  transactions  pr  con^ 
nexion  between  Gen.  Wilkinson  and  the  G^nish 
government  of  Louisiana,  or  any  at'  the  officers 
or  agents  of  that  Government. 

Also,  the  deposition  of  Robert  Goodloe  Har- 
per, to  corroborate  Mr.  Clarke's  evidence,  by 
proving  prior  conversations  between  them,  in 
which  the  evidence  relied  upon  by  General  Wil- 
kinson, to  fix  upon  Mr.  Clarke  ineonsistenr  and 
eontrmdictory  declarations,  was  attempted  to  be 
rebutted  or  explained. 

•>  This,  according  to  the  best  of  my  reeolleocioa, 
refreshed  by  the  rough  minutes  and  loose  papers 
relative  to  the  proceedings  of  the  court,  yet  in  my 
possession,  was  the  whole  of  the  evidence  before 
the  court  when  General  Wilkinson  rose  to  deliver 
bis  defence. 

The  court  of  inquiry  had  stood  adjoorned  for 
aome considerable?  time,  when  it  met  in  June,  1806, 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  c^se  to  a  conclu- 
aion.  During  thatmonth  I  was  particularly, and 
almost  constantly,  engaged  in  attending  to  my 
professional  duties  at  the  circuit  court  of  this  d is 
Crict,  then  in  session.  I  did,  with  some  difficulty, 
•ontrive  to  attend  the  court  of  inquiry  for  the 
two  days  taken  up  by  General  Wilkimon,  in.  de- 


li veriog  his  defence,  which  was  eommeoceda 
Friday,  the  24f h,  and  concluded  oa  Sstcrdaf.tk 
25ih  June,  1806.  In  the  course  of  resdisg  in 
defence,  lie  produced  a  great  namber  of  pipei 
referred  to  as  exhibits,  consisting  of  doGDoett 
and  affidavits  which  had  never  before  beease- 
mitted  to  the  court.  Captain  Fenwick,  of  Ek 
marines,  sat  by  with  these  papers,  arran^  it 
regular  order,  and  handed  ihem  over  as  (^ 
were  called  for  in  the  progress  of  the  defesct 
Bvery  exhibit  so  referred  to,  and  called  for,  vs 
successively  handed  over  to  me  u  jodge  adro- 
cate  and  recorder,  and  carefully  filed  amoag  tkf 
records  of  the  court.  I  kept  a  roagh  miovte. « 
numerical  list  of  the  new  papers  and  doeuoets 
quoted  and  produced  by  General  WilkinroD  aim 
that  occasion,  by  reference  to  which  I M  tbi: 
he  produced  fifty-five  new  exhibits,  maoy  ofikea 
comprising  sundry  enclosores  not  panicBJirli 
noted.  This  list,  or  a  lair  eopy,  I  am  rn^ju 
produce  to  the  committee,  if  required.  Theii- 
stant  that  the  defence  was  concluded,  I  eoUecie^ 
together,  in  th4;  best  order  I  could,  all  the  papes 
belonging  to  the  records  of  the  court,  and  iefi 
them,  with  the  three  members,  for  their  enat- 
nation,  in  order  to  the  making  op,  aod  fonaio^ 
their  opinion  in  private.  It  was  agreed  between 
us  that,  while  they  were  engaged  m  thiiian^ 
gatioO)  ray  presence  might  be  dispeoaedvii 
until  the  members  should  havedefiniiivrlfssie 
up  their  decision.  In  the  morning  of  the  2Stii  of 
June,  I  was  called  upon  to  meet  the  coartof  l^ 
ouiry,  and  found  that  the  definitive  opioid  of 
the  court  was  ready  drawn  up  in  writiiiq^;itTO 
then  signed  by  the  members  in  my  preseseeiM 
together  with  all  the  papers,  delivered  op  to  oe 
for  the  purpose  of  making  up  a  record  oftitepro* 
ceedinffs  in  due  form,  and  transmitting  tbevMe 
to  the  War  Department.  The  court,  at  theane 
timcj  communicated  to  me  their  request  tbtt.ia 
making  up  the  record,  I  should  prefix  utkeir 
opinion  a  methodical  statement  or  sumonrTof 
all  the  evidence  in  the  case,  tin  well  oral  u^k* 
umentary.  The  completion  of  the  dmies  ibis 
remaining  to  be  executed  by  me  as  judre  adro- 
cate,  would,  under  the  pressure  of  other  bosiBeft 
then  upon  my  hands,  have  reouired  from  tea  diys 
to  a  fortnight.  General  Wilkinson  was,  as  1 1^ 
derstood,  very^  urgent  to  have  his  fate  fioailr  de- 
cided and  promulgated  prior  to  the  then  eosoi^ 
anniveri4iry  of  independence;  and  I  reeeireJ 
either  a  note  or  a  verbal  message  (1  esonot  w\ 
say  with  certainty  which)  from  the  Secrelarjot 
War,  requesting  me  immediately  to  transaiit  \^ 
opinion  of  the  court,  and  all  the  reqoisiic  eri- 
dence  and  documents  to  be  returned  to  nt^ 
soon  as  the  President  of  the  United  Sutessbosls 
have  considered  them. 

I  immediately  set  about  making  the  be$i  i^ 
rangement,  in  my  power,  of  the  papers;  disi"** 
uting  them  into  several  bundles  in  such  orders 
might  enable  the  President  to  go  through  thf  fX' 
amination  of  them  with  the  least  labor,  aod^ 
the  best  advantage;  for  easily  understaodioi^ 
relation  of  each  to  the  points  of  the  case,  ^^ 
bvndle  hafiog  a  label,  pa  which  its  geoeral  cm* 
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ents  were  noted  io  my  handwriting.  I  recollect 
hat  General  WiIkinsoD'«  defence  constituted  one 
if  the  bundles,  and  the  new  exhibits  referred  to 
n  it  another.  On  the  same,  or  the  next  day,  after 
be  court  bad  delivered  their  opinion,  the  papers 
vere  sent,  in  the  state  I  have  described,  to  the 
tFar  DefMirtment,  accompanied  by  a  letter  from 
ne  to  the  Secretary,  stating  to  him  the  informal 
ondition  in  which  tae  record  was  transmitted,  ac- 
ordiog  to  his  request,  and  the  necessity  of  having 
be  papers  returned  to  me,  as  soon  as  the  Pres« 
deDt  should  have  done  with  them,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  completing  the  record.  It  is  proper  tQ 
aention  that,  upon  looking  over  the  loose  papers 
lod  mioates,  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
ourt  of  inquiry,  yet  in  my  possession,  I  find  that, 
rom  some  cause  which  I  cannot  bow  with  cer- 
a  tot/  account  for,  but,  it  is  probable,  from,  casual 
oadTertence,  I  omitted  send  ins  one  original  doc- 
irocot,  properly  belonging  to  the  evidence  in  the 
ase,  and  which  I  now  produce  to  the  Committee, 
od  that  is  the  memoir  entitled  '^History  of  the 
Trade  of  Louisiana,"  referred  to  in  Mr.  John 
3raham's  examination. 

I  heard  nothing  further  on  the  subject  till  I 
aw,  in  the  National  Intelligencer,  of  the  4tb  of 
uly,  1808,  the  opinion  of  the  court  of  inquiry, 
pproved  by  the  rresident  of  the  United  States. 
Ay  professional  engagements  continued  to  occupy 
ae,  wiihoat  intermission,  for  a  considerable  time 
fterwards ;  and  when  I  did  find  myself  at  leisure 
:>  undertake  the  completion  of  the  record,  I 
earned  that  Colonel  Burbeek,  the  President  of 
be  court,  whose  signature  was  necessary,  in  ad- 
iiion  to  my  own,  in  order  to  authenticate  the 
ecord,  had  been,  in  the  meai»time,  detached  to 
ome  distant  post.  As  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ed  Slates  had  already  acted  upon  the  case,  and 
tiere  was  no  immediate  necessity  for  a  more 
omplete  record,  I  thought  it  as  well  to  postpone 
be  matter  in  expectation  of  Colonel  Burbeck's 
etnrn  in  some  reasonable  time.  It  was  not  till 
ome  time  late  in  September,  or  early  in  October 
1st,  soon  after  my  return  from  the  country,  that 
beard  of  Colonel  Burbeck's  being  in  town,  and 
'.  immediately  occurred  to  me  that  it  was  a  good' 
pportunity  to  finish  my  long  postponed  task, 
or  that  purpose  I  requested  one  of  the  clerks  in 
be  War  Department,  with  whom  I  accidentally 
let,  10  send  me  the  papers.  After  some  time, 
nd  upon  further  application,  I  was  informed 
bey  Were  missing,  but  it  was  some  time  before 
.  could  be  distinctly  understood  what  had  be- 
ome  of  them.  It  was  sometime  during  this 
noter  that  I  was  informed  that  it  was  certainly 
scertained  General  Wilkinson  had  taken  pos- 
ession  of  them.  I  do,  with  the  utmost  certainty, 
▼er  that,  until  the  information  came  to  me  in 
be  time  and  manner  I  have  just  described^  I  had 
11  along  remained  in  the  most  assured  security 
bat  ihe  papers  were  safely  deposited,  and  care- 
illy  preserved  in  the  War  Office,  ready  for  roe 
3  act  upon,,  whensoever  the  proper  opportunity 
bould  occur  for  making  up  the  record  in  due 
)rm ;  and  that  I  had  ncTer  the  least  suspicion 
r  inowledge  of  the  fact^  that  they  were  in  the 


custody  of  Gkoeral  Wilkinson,  nor  of  any  eir- 
cuTistance  that  could  render  the  supposition  ot 
such  a  fact  in  the  least  degree  probable.  I  da 
recollect  that,  on  the  day  I  transmitied  the  papeie 
to  the  War  Department,  Qeneral  Wilkinson,  re* 
quested  that,  when  they  came  again  into  my  poe-> 
session,  he  might  have  the  loan  of  his  defeoee, 
in  order  to  corr'ect  or  retouch  the  language,  pre- 
paratory to  a  publication  of  it;  that^  I  informed 
him,  was  an  indulgence  I  had  always  thought  ic 
reasonable  to  allow  persons  in  his  situation,  re- 
serving to  myself,  however,  the  privilege  of  see- 
ing that  no  material  statement  cooiaioed  in  the 
defence  should  be  substantially  veried.  I  do  fur- 
ther recollect  that  be  ejcpressed  a  desire  to  have 
a  full  copy  of  the  whole  record  and  documents, 
which  I  informed  him  he  would,  as  I  conceived, 
be  entitled  to  request  from  the  War  Department. 

1  have,  at  the  request  of  the  committee,  looked 
over  (without  making,  however,  any  particular 
examination  of  their  respective  contents)  the 
bundle  of  papers  said  to  have  been  returned  bf 
General  Wilkinson,  as  all  the  documents  in  bis 
possesMion,  relative  to  the  court  of  inquiry,  and  I 
am  not  enabled  to  say,  either  from  my  own  recol* 
lection,  or  from  any  written  memoranda  in  my 
possession,  that  there  is  now  any  deficit  amooe 
those  papers  which  constituted  the  evidence  c3 
witnesses,  and  the  documentary  evidence  pro- 
duced and  filed  prior  to  the  time  of  Gkneral  Wil- 
kinson's delivering  in  his  defence.  Of  the  other 
papers  transmitted  bv  me  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment, together  with  those  last  mentioned,  and  as 
a  parcel  of  the  same  proceeding,  there  are  mis- 
sing the  whole  of  General  Wilkinson's  Written 
defence,  and  all  those  fifty  five  exhibits,  produced 
for  the  first  time,  in  the  course  of  delivering  that 
defence,  except  that  I  perceive,  ia  the  bundlei 
certain  papers  which  I  believe  to  be  four  of  those 
exhibits,  viz:  the  affidavits  of  Silas  Dinsmore, 
Dr.  G.  E.  Pendegrast  and  Captain  John  Bowyer. 
and  certain  extracts  from  the  correspondence  or 
the  Louisiana  commissioners  witli  the  Secretary 
of  State.  1  perceive,  in  the  bundle,  one  paper, 
viz :  John  Brown's  affidavit,  of  whicn  I  have  no 
recollection,  nor  any  written  memorandum;  it 
may,  however,  have  been  among  those  upon  the 
file  of  the  court,  and  may  have  been  overlooked 
or  forgotten. 

The  circumstances  attending  the  original  pro- 
duction of  the  papers  now  missing,  and  the  tran- 
sient manner  in  which  they  passed  through  my 
hands,  most  satisfactorily  account  for  the  imper- 
fect answer  I  am  oblip^ed  to  nuike  to  the  inqui- 
ries of  the  committee  mto  the  contents  of  a  cer- 
tain part  of  them ;  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  ac- 
counting for  this  that  I  have  dwelt  so  minutely 
upon  certain  points  that  might  otherwise  appear 
to  be  frivolous. 

As  to  the  account  current  between  General 
Wilkinson  and  Governor  Miro,  mentioned  in  the 
opinion  of  the  court,  the  following  is  all  that  I 
can  at  present  recollect  concerning  it,  either  from 
my  own  memory  or  any  written  memorandum  ia 
my  possession. 

It  wM  emphatically  commented  on  by  Gene- 
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rtil  WilkiMOD,  as  ha? iag  been  fortiinatelf  pre- 
■erfed  through  the  many  casualties  and  hazards 
to  which  his  papers  had  been  exposed,  and  by 
which  many  of  thena  had  been  destroyed,  and  as 
fornishiDff  demonstrative  eWdence  of  the  inno- 
ecnee  of  bis  transactions  with  the  Spanish  Got- 
eraor.  It  was  introduced  from  among  a  number 
of  letters  and  papers  staled  to  be  either  in  the 
handwriting  of,  or  to  hare  been  transmitted  by. 
General  Wilkinson's  deceased  agent,  Philip  No^ 
Inn,  and  it  was  stated  to  be  an  account  current 
signed  by  an  agent  of  Governor  Miro,  and  ren- 
dered to  Philip  Nolan,  and  by  him  transmitted  to 
€kneral  Wilkinson;  it  was  handed  round  among 
the  members  of  the  court,  and  when  it  came  to 
me  to  be  filed  I  ran  my  eye  hastily  over  it.  I 
oannot  recollect,  with  any  precision,  either  the 
date,  the  items,  the  gross  amount,  or  the  bahince; 
nor  can  I  recollect  the  name  or  quality  of  the 
Spanish  agent  by  whom  it  was  signed  and'  ren* 
dered;  it  was  either  enclosed  in  a  letter  from 
Philip  Nolan  to  General  Wilkinson,  or  lied  np 
with  letters,  or  other  papers  of  Nolan,  so  that  the 
account,  together  with  a  certain  number  of  those 
papers,  formed  one  exhibit.  I  do  not  find,  upon 
recurrence  to  mj  list  that  the  account  is  speci- 
fittally  tnentioneo  in  it;  but  I  feel  moralljr  certain 
in  my  own  mind,  thai  it  was  comprised  in  one  of 
two  exhibits  mentioned  and  described  in  that  list 
as  follows:  ^<No.  6.  Papers  of  Nolan.''  «'No,  9. 
Nolan's  letters."  And  further  this  deponent  saitb 
OQt.  W.  JONHS,  Jr. 

Wasbinqton  countt,  m. 

On  this  Ist  day  of  May,  1810,  before  the  sub- 
sOriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  county,  ap- 
peared Walter  Jones,  jr.,  and  made  oath  in  doe 
form,  that  the  forego! 02  facts,  as  stated,  are  true 
to  the  best  of  his  knowledge. 

DANL.  RAPINE. 


D.  W.  C, 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Daniel  Rapine, 
Daniel  W.  Coxe,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
loerchant,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to 
law,  doth  declare  and  say,  that  the  following  doc- 
uments and  papers: 

No.  2.  A  letter  from  James  Wilkinson  to  Dan- 
iel Clarke,  dated  27th  October,  1807; 

No.  3.  An  agreement  between  James  Wilkin- 
son and  Daniel  Clarke,  dated  7ih  August,  1788, 
in  Philip  Nolan's  handwriting ; 

No.  4.  James  Wilkinson's  accountable  receipt 
to  Daniel  Clarke,  dated  Sepiember  18,  1789 ; 

No.  5.  An  affidavit  of  John  Ballinger,  dated 
Januarjr  12, 1789;  ^ 

No.  0.  A  letter  from  Evan  Jones  to  Daniel 
Clarke,  dated  February  16, 1809; 

No.  7.  An  affidavit  of  F.  Langlois,  dated  the 
29th  December,  1808,  containing  two  original  let- 
ters to  himself  from  the  Baron  de  Carondelet, 
dated  28th  January  and  28th  June,  1795; 

No.  8.  An  affidavit  from  Dominique  BottUgny, 
dated  January  16, 1809; 

No.  9.  An  affidavit  of  Thomu  Power,  dated 
llarch  18, 1809 ; 


No.  11.  An  affidavit  of  William  Miller,  dtd 
March  It,  1809; 

No.  13.  James  Wilkinson's  letter  to  ColaBfl 
John  Adair,  dated  August  7, 1795; 

No.  14.  Thomas  Portell's  certified  copy,  in  b 
own  handwriting,  of  the  Baron  Caroodelei's  i> 
structiona  to  him,  dated  January  20,  1796.  ve 
translation  thereof,  from  the  Spanish ; 

No.  15.  Thomas  Power's  letter  to  Don  ?:■«»- 
as  Portell.  in  Spanish,  in  the  handwriiiD^ofPrv- 
er,  dated  June  27, 1796,  with  a  translation  tbrmf; 

No.  16.  Thomas  Portell's  letter  to  Thomas  Pov- 
er,  in  Spanish,  in  the  handwriting  of  Portdi 
dated  the  27th  of  June,  1796,  with  a  tran^attot 
thereof: 

No.  17.  Thomas  Power's  affidarit,  dated  Mircli 
18,1809; 

No.  20.  Thomas  Power's  dra tight,  in  bis  ovi 
handwriting,  of  his  letter,  dated  27tli  Jnoe,  179$, 
in  the  French  language,  to  the  Baron  ie  Caros* 
delet,  with  a  translation  thereof; 

No.  21.  Thomas  Power's  draught  of  his  letter 
in  English,  in  his  own  handwriting,  and  ittei 
27th  June,  1796,  to  (governor  Chyoso ; 

No.  22.  Thomas  Power's  draught  of  hislfdrr, 
in  French,  i^  his  own  handwriting,  and  Uid 
3d  January,  1797,  to  the  Baron  de  Caroadciet, 
with  a  translation  thereof; 

No.  23.  Thomas  Power's  draught  of  his  letterii 
English,  dated  January  3,  1797,  to  QoveraorGif- 
030.  Accompanying  these  last  four  Dombers, 
and  Nos.  40  and  43,  is  Thomas  Power's  affidarit. 
dated  March  18,  1809,  in  relation  thereto; 

No.  25.  James  M.  Bradford's  affidavit  (htri 
March  17,  1809 ; 

No.  27.  James  Wilkinson's  account  corrnt  (It 

Philip  Nolan's  handwriting)  with  Clarke  d  Rrs, 
dated  August  8, 1788 ; 

No  28.  James  Wilkinson's  account  currcBtvitb 
Clark  db  Rees,  dated  May  1,  1789.  N.  B.  Tbiss 
contained  in  account  book,  page  30; 

No.  29.  Philip  Nolan's  account  of  sales  of  to- 
bacco, in  his  own  handwriting,  dated  September 
21  1790 • 

No.  30.  James  Wilkinson's  letter  to  Clark  & 
Rees.  dated  May  20, 1790; 

No.  31.  James  Wilkinson's  letter  to  Clarke  i 
Rees,  dated  June  20, 1790; 

No.  32.  Wilkinson  A  Dunn's  acconnt  curreat 
with  Clarke  &  Rees,  dated  August  39, 1789.  aoii 
September  5, 1789,  with  James  Wilkinson's  order 
and  Philip  Nolan's  receipt  for  balance; 

No.  33.  Philip  Nolan's  declaration,  dated  Sep- 
tember 10^790; 

No.  34.  Thomas  Power's  affidavit,  dated Martb 
^8, 1809 ;  ^ . 

No.  35.  Secret  instructions  from  James  Wil- 
kinson to  Thomas  Power,  in  P.  Nolan's  hand- 
writing. 

No.^.  Thomas  Power's  letter,  in  Spanisi 
dated  May  9,  1797,  in  his  own  handwriting,  Vi 
the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  with  translation; 

No.  37.  Baron  de  Carondelet's  letter,  in  Sp«»- 

ish,  to  Thomas  Power,  dated  May  28, 1797,  m 

translation  thereof; 
No.  38.  Baron  de  Carondelet's  letter  toTkoBitf 
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ower,  ID  Freschj  dated  May  26, 1797,  with  post- 
:ript  of  May  28,  and  iranslaiioo; 

No.  40.  Thomas  Power's  draog^ht  of  his  letter, 
1  French,  in  his  owq  handwriting,  to  Baron  de 
taroodelef,  dated  Jane  4, 1797,  with  translation 
lereof; 

No.  42.  James  Wilkinson's  letter  to  Thomas 
ower,  dated  September  5,  1797 ; 

No.  43.  Thomas  Power's  draught  of  his  letter, 
I  his  own  handwriting,  in  Spanish,  to  Qovernor 
Ityoso,  dated  December  5,  1797,  with  a  transla- 
on  thereof; 

No.  44.  Baron  de  Carondelet's  letter,  in  French, 
)  Thomas  Power,  dat€d  April  23,  1797,  with 
ransIatioD  thereof; 

No.  70.  James  Wilkinson's  letter  to  Thotnas 
Wer,  dated  Qreenvitle,  May  25,  1796; 

No.  71.  A  letter  in  James  Wilkinson's  hand- 
rritiog.  though  without  his  signature,  to  Daniel 
/Isrke ; 

X.  A  leuer  from  James  Wilkinson  to  Daniel 
Harke,  dated  June  9, 1905,  introducing  Colonel 
lorr ; 

No.  78.  James  Witkinson^s  letter  to  General 
ohn  Adair,  dated  May  28, 1805,  alluding  to  Colo- 
el  Burr ; 

G.  Y.  A  certified  copy  of  a  letter  from  James 
Wilkinson  to  Qorernor  Gayoso,  in  the  hsnd- 
rritiog  of  Qayoso,  and  dated  September  22. 1796; 

A.  A  letter  from  Joseph  Collins  ^to  Daniel 
Marke,  dated  Mt^rch  10,  1809;  have  been  deliy- 
red  by  this  deponent  to  the  Committee  of  the 
louse  of  Rep resentat ivies- of  the  United  States, 
ppointed  to  inY]uire  into  the  conduct  of  Gen- 
ral  James  Wilkinson,  by  a  resolution  of  the4ih 
(  April,  instant,  and  that  the  said  papers  are 
leouine,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief, 
nd  in  the  handwriting  of  the  persons  therein 
rtpcciively  designated.  D.  W.  COXE. 

vabhinatoii  codnty,  )  , 

District  of  Columbia,  m;  ) 

On  this  30th  April,  1810,  before  the  subscriber, 

justice  of  the  peace  for  said  county,  appeared 

)aoiel  William  Coze,  and  made  oath,  in  due 

orm,  that  the  facts  stated  above  are  true,  to  the 

«st  of  his  knowledge.  D.  RAPINE. 


INDEMNITY  FOR  PRIZES. 

[Comnninieated  to  the  House,  Februaiy  6, 1810.] 
Mr.  JoBHsoif,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
0  vrhom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Peter  Lan- 
lais,  made  the  following  report : 

1'bat  it  appears  from  the  ihemorial  and  docu- 
ments that  the  Alliance,  a  frigate  of  tlie  United 
Slates,  was  commanded  by  the  memorialist  in 
^«  late  Reyolutiobary  war,  and;  in  concert  with 
>tber  armed  yessels  of  the  United  States,  on  a 
|ruise  in  the  north  of  Sorope  in  the  year  1779. 
-aptured  three  British  yessels,  and  sent  them 
^  prizes  into  3ergen,  in  Norway :  that,  on  the 
arrival  of  these  prizes  at  Bergen,  where  they  were 
tonsigoe^  lo  the  French  Copsol,  they  were  seized 


by  order  of  the  King  of  Denmark,  and  restored 
to  the  original  British  proprietors,  on  the  ground 
that  as  Denmark  did  not  acknowledge  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States,  the  captures  were 
arbitrarily  deemed  illegal.  The  petitioner  claims 
of  the  United  States  bis  proportion  of  the  prize 
money. 

This  conduct  on  the  part  of  Denmark  -  was 
most  certainly  in  yiohition  of  her  neutral  charac- 
ter, and  an  unwarrantable  interposition  in  the 
war  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain. The  justice  or  injustice  of  the  war  was  not 
a  subject  of  decision  which  belonged  to  a  neutral 
Power.  No  preference  should  haye  been  given 
to  either  party  in  the  war.  There  should  have 
been  an  equality  of  friendship,  or  a  conduct 
equally vabstaining  from  injury.  So  far  from  ob- 
serving this  conduct  in  the  transaction,  Denmark 
departed  from  this  line  of  impartiality,  b/a  posi* 
tive  act  and  exercise  of  power,  iii  divesting  those 
who  were  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  of 
an  inchoate  right  to  property,  by  giriag  it  back  to 
British  subjects  who  had,  at  least,  lost  the  pos- 
sesion of  It.  At  the  period  of  restorin|^  these 
prizes  the  United  States  had  declared  their  inde- 
pendence, and  that  independence  bad  been  ac« 
knowledged  by  some  other  nations.  But,  in  an- 
other point  of  view,  if  Denmark  considered  the 
struggle  with  Great  Britain  as  nothing  more  nor 
less  than  a  civil  war,  still  the  restoration  of  the 
prizes  to  theoth^r  party  in  the  war  would  still  be 
unauthorized  by  those  rules  which  are  binding  in 
reason  and  by  the  laws  of  nations  upon  neutral 
Powers.  This  last  position  is  corroborated  by 
the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  now  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  his  report  on 
this  subject ;  and,  consequently,  in  every  rational 
view  of  the  subject,  the  claim  of  damages  upon 
Denmark,  for  the  restoration  of  said  prizes,  re- 
mains obligatory.  The  committee,  upon  the 
most  deliberate  examination  of  this  case,  are  . 
without  doubts  that  the  United  States  are  not 
bound,  in  equity  or  justice,  or  by  the  laws  of  na- 
tions, to  pay  to  the  petitioner  ady  portion  of  the 
said  prizes,  which  might  have  been  the  share  of 
the  petitioner  if  his  inchoate  right  bad  not  been 
defeated  by  the  restitution  of  the  prizes.  But  the 
practice  of  the  United  States,  during  the  Reyo- 
Jution  and  since^  has  been  in  opposition  to  such 
claims.  The  citizens  of  the  United  States  have 
a  right  to  expect  protection  from  their  Govern- 
ment; but  in  no  situation  have  the  United  States 
ever  considered  themselves  bound  to  make  pecu- 
niary compensation  to  those  of  her  citizens  who 
have  suffered  loss  by  the  encroachments  of  foreign 
nations.  But  the  United  States  have  sacred  and 
important  duties  to  perform  to  herself  and  her 
citizens  in  this  respect:  not  in  making  pecuniary 
compensation  herself,  but  in  maintaining  the 
honor  of  the  nation,  enforcing  obedience  to  her 
neutral  rights,  and  in  procuring  indemnity  from 
such  aggressing  Power,  so  far  as  may  be  practi- 
cable and  consistent  with  the  means  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States.  But  this  conduct 
of  the  United  States  must  be  voluntary  on  the 
pmrt  of  the  Government.    The  Gbvernment  alone 
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U  the  jadge  what  should  be  done  in  aoy  indi- 
vidual or  in  a  general  complaint;  and  your  com- 
miuee  have  confidence  thai  the  Government  will 
pursue  that  course  which  is  most  honorable, 
equitable,  and  useful,  having  a  just  regard  to  in- 
dividuals as  persons^  aud  the  wbule  community 
as  a  body  politic;  and.  upon  this  occasion,  the 
United  States  have  not  been  negligent  in  making 
use  of  reasonable  exertions,  and  furnishing  ra- 
tional means  of  procuring  from  Denmark  dam- 
ages for  the  restitution  of  the  prizes  aforeKaid  to 
the  original  Britisli  owners.  A  concise  view  of 
the  proceedings  on  this  subject  will  best  prove 
this  position.  As  soon  as  the  Danish  Govern- 
ment, by  the  solicitation  of  the  British  Minister, 
gave  orders  to  restore  the  three  prizes  coptnred 
by  the  Alliance,  information  of  it  was  given  to 
Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  then  in  France,  who 
immediately  communicated  this  intelligence  to 
thevCongress  of  the  United  States,  and  also  sent 
a  memorial  to  the  King  of  Denmark,  protesting 
against  the  restitution,  and  demanding  the  order 
to  be  rescinded,  and  the  vessels  to  be  delivered  to 
the  French  Consul,  from  whose  care  they  had 
been  taken,  and  demanding  compensation  to  the 
amount  of  fifty,  thousand  pounds  sterling,  at 
which  these  prizes  were  then  estimated,  provided 
they  were  not  in  a  situation  to  be  restored  to  the 
captors:  that,  in  consequence  of  the  letter  of  Dr. 
Franklin  to  Congress,  a  resolution  was  adopted 
the  25lh  of  October,  1787,  instructing  our  Minis- 
ter at  Versailles  to  renew  the  claim  upon  Den- 
mark for  the  prizes  given  up  to  Great  Britain 
during  the  war,  and  demanding  a  pecuniary  com- 
pensation equivalent  to  the  value  of  them  ;  in- 
vesting the  said  Minister  with  power  finally  to 
settle  said  claim,  and,  if  necessary,  to  appoint 
Chevalier  John  Paul  Jones,  or  any  other  agent 
to  the  Court  of  Denmark,  with  such  powers  and 
instructions  as  he  might  deem  most  conducive 
to  a  successful  issue.    In  consequence  of  which 

Sower  Paul  Jones  was  appointed  their  agent  by 
f  r.  Jefferson)  late  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  then  Minister  at  Paris ;  that  this  agent  went 
to  Copenhagen,  and  in  March,  1788,  repeated  the 
claim  of  compensation.  The  Danish  Govern- 
ment answered  this  agent,  that  the  affair  would 
be  referred  to  the  Baron  de  Blome.  the  Danish 
Minister  at  Paris,  to  be  negotiated  between  him 
and  Mr.  Jefferson.  The  petitioner's,  and  the 
other  vessels  cruising  in  concert,  were  under  the 
command  of  Chevalier  Paul  Jones  in  the  first 
voyage,  if  not  during  the  whole  cruise,  and  Chev- 
alier Jones  and  the  commanders  of  the  squadron 
entered  into  a  written  agreement  for  the  distri- 
bution of  the  prize  money  which  might  accrue 
upon  the  success  of  the  cruise ;  which  agreement 
the  petitioner  has  attempted  to  invalidate,  and 
upon  which  the  committee  do  not  feel  themselves 
called  upon  to  decide:  that  after  the  last  applica- 
tion was  made  by  Paul  Jones  to  the  Danish 
Court  he  entered  the  Russian  service,  and  no 
measures  have  ever  been  taken  since:  so  4hat 
reasonable  exertions  were  made  at  those  times  to 
obtain  compensation  for  those  prizes;  but  all  was 
fruitless. 


The  Danish  Court  baa  never  denied  the  rifk 
of  the  captors  to  indemnity.  Whao  Dr.  Fraok- 
lin  wrote  to  Count  Berostorf,  be  referred  him  to 
Baron  de  Blome,  the  Danish  Minister  in  Fraace; 
and  upon  the  application  of  Commodore  Piiil 
Jones,  promise  of  negotiation  was  made,  and  re- 
fer red  to  the  same  Minister.  It  is  the  opioioB 
of  your  committee  that  the  Goveram^eni  neva 
should  relinquish  naid  claim,  in  aoy^  transactioos 
or  negotiations  between  the  two  Goveromeois; 
and  they  hope,  upon  a  convenient  upportooiir. 
to  renew  this  claim  of  damages,  when  the  Coart 
of  Denmark  would  be  disposed  to  settle  agree- 
ably to  justice,  from  a  love  of  that  neutral  charac- 
ter by  which  Denmark  has  acquired  so  moek 
glory,  and  in  order^  likewise,  to  emulate  the  cos- 
duct  of  the  United  States  towards  the  subjects 
of  that  Kingdom.  But  your  committee  cannot 
think  that  the  petitioner  has  any  legal  claim  opM 
this  Government;  but  the  Government  alone  is 
the  jtidge,  and  the  rightful  judge,  what  measures 
should  be  pursued  in  relation  to  ihe  subject,  sad 
all  others  of  the  same  tenor.  The  committee 
feel  no  inclination  to  deny  that  the  memoriaiis: 
fulfilled  the  orders  of  his  superiors  ;  oor  do  ckey 
feel  it  their  duty  to  examine  that  point,  aor  whe- 
ther the  agreement  entered  into  by  the  petitiooer 
and  the  commanders  of  the  squadron  sailing  in 
concert  would  be  binding  or  nugatory,  as  these 
two  positions  can  have  no  bearing  upon  the  pres- 
ent inquiry,  which  is,  whether  the  United  States 
are  liable  to  the  captors  for  the  three  prizes  re- 
stored by  DeouMrk  as  stated. 

The  right  to  make  war  belongs  to  ike  sovei- 
eign  power  of  a  nation,  which  rests  with  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  by  their  represeau- 
tives;  and  individuals  cannot  take  any  steps 
themselves  without  authority.  Persons,  there- 
fore, fitting  out  privateers  to  cruise  against  the 
enemies  of  that  country  of  which  they  are  mem- 
bers, acquire  the  property  of  whatever  captures 
they  majr  make  as  a  compensation  for  their  ser- 
vices, disbursements,  and  the  risks  they  run. 
They  acquire  the  right  iVom  the  commissios 
which  issues  to  them  from  the  power  eontrolliof 
the  operations  of  the  war;  and  these  captures  are 
made  under  certain  regulations  or  hiwa  adopted 
by  the  power  granting  the  commissions.  Some- 
times a  part,  sometimes  the  whole  capture,  be- 
longs to  the  captor;  this  depends  upon  rales,  or 
the  contract  by  which  the  distribution  is  regu- 
lated. And  though  the  love  of  justice  atid  hatred 
of  oppression  may  enter  into  the  motives  or  ie- 
ducement  for  this  service  of  making  captures,  the 
prospect  of  riches  constitutes  part  of  the  induoe- 
ment:  so  that  the  nature  of  the  service  prove 
satisfactory  that  the  United  States  never  intended 
to  be  responsible  for  the  captures  lost  in  sock 
a  way,  or  in  any  other  way  where  the  United 
States  could  not  control,  by  reasonable  precao- 
tion,  the  event  which  produced  the  loss;  aai 
in  fact,  where  the  United  States  are  notcaipabk 
they  are  not  liable. 

The  nature  of  this  service  in,  the  Amencaa 
Revolution  was  known  to  all  engaged  in  it,  and 
more  especially  the  perils  of  eruisiog  in  the  very 
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tfigbborbood  of  EagUiul,  with  her  formidable 
lavy,  the  |»lae«  wbere  these  prizes  were  Cakeo. 
D  this  sitaatioo,  to  give  the  sqoadroo  as  men- 
ioned  ali  the  benefit  arising  from  the  importance 
if  the  United  States,  and  to  prevent  those  en- 
;aged  in  her  service  from  being  coasidered  as 
lirates,  tbey  oot  ooljr  acted  qoder  commLssioos, 
)ut  orders  from  Dr.  Franklin,  who  designated 
be  neutral  ports  where  it  was  most  probable  the 
Aptures  would  be  safe  until  tbey  could  be  sent 
vith  more  safety  to  the  United  States,  or  some 
lily :  and  for  the  benefit  of  this  nquadron  and  the 
ImericaD  cause,  be  gave  written  orders,  by  which 
he  squadron  was  to  be  governed  i  and  in  orte  of 
lis  letters  of  instruction  to  Chevalier  John  Paul 
(ones,  be  ^aya:  '^  The  prizes  you  make  »end  to 
Dunkirk,  Ostend,  or  Bergen,  in  Norway,  accord- 
ng  to  your  proximity  to  either  of  these  ports.'' 
Thus  givifig  his  own  weight  of  character,  and 
:he  influence  of  the  United  States,  for  the  benefit 
>f  those  employed  in  the  public  service  of  this 
country,  and  from  his  information  directing  the 
captors  to  places  of  the  most  seouritv. 

The  observations  made  above  will  apply  with 
equal  if  not  greater  force  to  thexase  of  the  me- 
morialist, who  was  iu  the  service  of  the  United 
Stares,  commanding  a  frigate,  with  the  advaii- 
uiges  of  capture  allowed  to  others  aommanding 
[>rivateers. 

It  is  also  well  established  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions, previous  to  the  Revolution,  and  which  law 
was,  during  the  Revolution,  acknowledged  and 
acted  under  by  the  United  States,  that  the  prop- 
erty in  goods  captured  caonot  be  transferred,  so 
as  to  divest  the  risht  of  theoriginalowner,  unless 
by  a  sentence  of  condemnation  by  a  court  of 
competent  jurisdiction;  and  the  courts  of  the 
United  States^  or  the  courts  of  an  ally^  alone 
would  have  been  competent;  so  that  the  captors 
never  had  a  vested  right.  The  capture  gave  an 
inchoate  right,  which  would  have  been  perfected 
by  condemnation  of  a  competent  tribunal ;  and 
the  letters  of  Dt,  Franklin  show  that  the  prizes 
were  intended  for  the  United  States,  and  much 
danger  was  apprehended.  In  Johnaon^a  New 
York  Reports,  vol.  ii,  p.  471 ;  Brown's  Civil  and 
Admiralty  Law,  p.  251  to  260;  Azuni,  vol.  ii,  p. 
242^  this  doctrine  above  is  established :  all  which 
prove  the  hazards  of  the  captors,  and  by  one  of 
those  unforeseen  events  did  defeat  their  right  be- 
fore its  completion. 

Upon  inquiry  from  the  Department  of  State, 
it  appears  that  the  United  States  have  no  funds 
of  any  kind  in  possession  belonging  to  Denmark, 
aod  no  part  of  this  claim  can  be  distinguished  in 
that  way.  The  committee  hope  that  the  claim 
will  not  be  disregarded  in  any  adjustment  of  the 
claims  or  other  complaints  which  may  be  the 
subject  of  negotiation  between  the  two  countries 
of  Denmark  and  the  United  States. 

This  view  taken  of  the  subject  has  been  pre- 
dicated upon  the  ground  that  the  commanders  of 
the  squad ron»  of  which  the  memorialist  was  one, 
had  been  set  on  foot  by  the  United  3tates  alone. 
But  there  is  a  different  view  of  the  subject,  from 
vhicii  it  wo.uid  result  that,  if  there  waa  any  lia- 


bility In  this  case,  France  would  be  the  respon- 
sible nation,  or  at  least  equally  bound  with  the 
United  Sutes. 

It  appears  to  your  committee  that,  previous  to 
the  cruise  of  the  squadron  with  which  the  Alli- 
ance was  associated,  the  Court  of  France  had 
some  nayiil  eipedition  in  view  against  England; 
and  as  Paul  Jones,  Esq.  had  signalized  himself  in 
a  sea  engagement  in  taking  the  Drake,  application 
was  made  to  Dr.  Franklin  for  his  services  to  com- 
mand in  the  enterprise,  which  was  granted.  The 
project  was  formed  by  the  Court  of  France.  Pauj 
Jones  was  furnished  with  some  of  the  King's  ships, 
the  ofiicers  of  which  were  to  have  temporary 
American  commissions,  and  for  some  reasons  of 
the  Mini:stry  of  France  it  was  wished  that  the 
expedition  mi^ht  be  considered  as  American,  and 
that  Dr.  Franklin  should  give  the  instructions  in 
his  name;  hut  he  never  paid  or  received,  in  be- 
half of  the  United  States,  any  money,  directly, 
or  indirectly,  on  account  of  this  enterprise,  and 
the  whole  outfit  for  the  squadron  was  committed 
lo  Monsieur  de  Charmuunt,  an  agent  of  the 
French  Government;  and,  after  several  changes 
as  io  the  destination  of  the  enterprise,  the  final 
intention,  under  which  the  cruise  set  sail,  was  to 
intercept  and  attack  the  Baltic  fleet.  At  the 
time  of  this  enterprise,  France  beioe  engaged  in 
war  with  England,  and  the  ally  of  the  United 
States,  the  Alliance  frigate  was  under  orders  to 
carry  Mr,  John  Adams  back  to  America  from 
Europe;  and  the  Minis|erof  the  French  Marine, 
by  a  written  letter,  requested  of  Dr.  Frankliu 
that  be  would  lena  the  Alliance  to  strengthen 
the  little  squadron  aforesaid,  offering  a  passage 
to  Mr  Adams  in  one  of  the  King's  ships.  Dr. 
Franklin  consented  to  the  request,  with  the 
double  view  to  oblige  the  Minister  of  the  Ma- 
rine, and  to  obtain  some  English  prisoners  to  ex- 
change for  the  Americans  in  captivity  in  Eng- 
land. That  the  ships  with  which  the  Alliance 
was  consorted  were,  1st,  the  Boohomme  Richard, 
bought  and  fitted  by  the  King  of  France  fur 
Captain  Jones:  2d,  the  Pallas  frigate;  3d,  the 
Vengeance,  a  corvette;  4th,  the  Cerf,  a  cutter, 
all  belonging  to  the  King;  and  two  privateers 
sailed  with  the  squadron,  but  were  not  considered 
as  part  of  the  armament ;  that  Dr.  Franklin  made 
no  agreement,  nor  any  other  person  for  him,  with 
the  commanders  of  said  expedition,  respecting 
the  shares  they  were  to  draw  severally  of  the 
prizes  which  might  be  taken  during  the  said 
cruise;  that  he  leat  the  vessel  (Alliance)  at  the 
Miniater's  request;  and  that  the  captain,  before 
they  sailed,  entered  into  an  agreement  to  divide 
the  prizes  according  to  the  rules  of  the  United 
States,  as  they  acted  under  American  commis- 
sions and  colors.  It  appears  that,  although  Dr. 
Franklin  expected  the  prisoners  taken,  by  lend- 
ing the  Alliance,  to  exchange  with  Great  Britain, 
he  was  disappointed  on  account  of  difficulties 
which  occurred  in  Holland,  and  they  were  ex- 
changed for  French  prisoners;  that  the  disburse- 
ments for  the  frigate  Alliance  were  paid  by  the 
King  of  .France,  while  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Jones,  including  the  period  in  which  the 
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pizes  were  taken,  viz:  Ist,  on  her  refit  in  Hoi* 
land,  at)d,  3d,  on  her  refit  after  her  return  to  L'Or- 
ient;  and  though  the  petitioner  consideretl  him- 
self not  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Jones 
after  her  return  to  France,  (the  first  time  after  he 
had  made  the  captures  which  Were  sent  to  Ber- 
gen,) still  Dr.  Franklin  considered  him  in  that 
service.  For  it  is  certain  that  the  memorialists 
acted  under  the  orders  originally  ^iven  to  Paul 
Jones,  which  copy  was  given  him  because  it 
was  uncertain  whether  the  Bonhomme  Richard, 
commanded  by  Paul  Jones,  could  cruise  as  soon 
as  (he  Alliance,  and  whether  the  agreement 
entered  into  by  tl^e  commanders  was  binding, 
respectitvg  the  prizes  taken  while  Jones  was  ab- 
sent, which  is  not  the  province  or  duty  of  the 
committee  to  determine.  It  was  after  these  prizes 
had  been  taken  and  carried  into  Bergen,  tbat 
the  Alliance  again  joined  the  squadron  of  Cap- 
tain Jones,  a  few  days  after,  off  Flamborough 
Head,  about  the  22d  of  September,  1779,  when 
they  engaged  together  and  took  the  two  English 
men  of  war,  the  Serapis  and  Countess  of  Scar- 
borough. Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that 
the  Alliance  joined  in  the  enterprise  set  on  foot, 
projected,  and  patronised  by  the  Court  of  France 
against  the  common  enemy  of  the  United  Slates 
and  France,  and  that  the  commanders  undertook 
the  enterprise,  knowing  all  the  circumstances 
enumerated,  and  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
each  other  as  to  the  share  of  the  profit;  and  al- 
though the  committee  cannot  see  that  France  or 
the  United  States  sho6ld  be  liable  to  make  good 
the  damages  to  the  memorialist,  still,  if  any  be 
liable,  it  would  certainly  be  the*  French  Gov- 
ernment, if  not  in  whole,  at  least  in  equal  parts. 
Vide  Franklin's  Works,  vol.  5.  p.  80. 

Upon  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  committee 
submit  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 


QBNERAL  ARTHUR  6T.  CLAIR. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  February  33,  1810.] 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Arthur  St. 
Clair,  made  the  folio winj{  report: 

That  tbepetitiooer  claims  the  reimbursement  of 
the  sum  of  eighteen  hundred  dollars,  [advanced 
by  him  in  the  year  1776,  to  Major  W.  Butler,  of 
2d  P.  B.,  to  begin  in  the  northern  department  the 
re-enlistment  of  the  troops  then  in  service,  rn  or- 
der to  form  a  part  of  the  permanent  army  of  the 
United  States,  conformably  to  the  resolutions  of 
Congress;  which  claim  is  founded  upon  a  re- 
ceipt in  the  following  words  and  figures,  viz: 
"TicoNDERoaa,  October j  26, 1776. 

"Received  of  General  St.  Clair  eighteen  hun- 
dred dollars,  for  the  recruiting  service. 

"  WM.  BUTLER,  Major  2d  P.  BP 

Which  paper  is  bereuntoannexed;  under  which 
receipt,  and  on  the  same  paper,  the  following 
memoranda  are  made:  '^Glave  Captain  Wifedtt 


one  hundred  and  flfty-fbar  dollars  for  the  stoe 
purpose;  October  30.  Captain  Moore  tbre«  bat 
dred  and  sfzty-l wo '  dollars ;  Noveaabcr  3,  lb. 
Armstrong  seven  dollars  and  ten  cents."  T^ 
committee  are  satisfied  thai  the  petitiowrii- 
vanced  the  sum  mentioned,  for  the  objeetsadii 
the  manner  set  forth  by  the  mennorialKt;  tlutt 
was  applied  to  the  re-enfistment  of  the  periBi- 
nent  army  by  Major  Butler;  that  the  Uiiit^ 
States  have  received  the  iienefit  of  the  fan  m^ 
vanced ;  that  neither  the  United  States  nor  Ma- 
jor Butler  have  ever  paid  any  part  of  the  sa^ 
sum  to  General  St.  Clair.  Or  the  aotheoticit! 
of  Butler's  receipt  there  can  be  little  doebt.  B^ 
sides  the  internal  evidence  of  the  origiasl  papet 
and  being  on  a  piece  of  paper  cootaioiog  pnraft 
memoranda,  written  with  the  same  peo  and  ial 
apparently,  the  certificate  of  Joseph  Hovel,  joi, 
assistant  commissioner  of  army  aecooot^,  tkt 
the  claim  bad  been  laid  before  him  6th  Norfo- 
her,  1787;  and  also,  that  before  the  death  of  Ma- 
jor Butler,  or  as  early  as  1793,  the  receipt  wu 
put  in  possession  of  Mr.  Roes,  an  attoroer.td 
bring  suit  against  said  Butler.  Howel's  certJ- 
cate.  No.  1.  Ross's  certificate,  No.  2.  Id  strii$* 
action  of  this  kind,  the  committee  would  tat  fee 
satisfied  of  the  justice  of  this  claim,  upoo  t  proof 
that  the  money  bad  been  advanced  for  the  Doi- 
ted States;  but  would  require  presumptive atis^ 
factory  evidence  that  the  reimbursement  sefer 
had  been  made  of  this  particular  sura. 

This  evidenee  is  furnished  by  the  cireomsniee 
of  this  case,  and  the  documents  of  the  memorial 
Althiou^b  the  memorialist  has  had  vartoos  set- 
tlements with  the  Gbvemment  of  the  UoiKd 
States,  except  the  final  settlement  of  bis  seeouatt 
for  revolutionary  services  with  Pierce  is  I7S7, 
he  never  could,  with  propriety,  have  made  the 
claim,  as  they  were  aecounls  arising  for dichofse- 
ment'of  moneys  for  specified  purposes,  ind  for 
services  and  clattas  arising  from  considentins 
lon^  since  the  American  Revoiutioo,  lad  vidi 
which  other  clatms  could  not  have  beeo  hleoded. 
In  the  settlement  of  his  army  aecoQDts  with 
Pierce,  he  mfght  have  laid  in  bis  chin  for  the 
91,800.  No  positive  proofs,  indepeodeDt  of  tfa« 
positive  declarations  of  the  memorial iat,  esist « 
the  exhibition  of  the  claim  for  settlemeot  at  that 
time.  But  the  certificate  of  Joseph  Howel.  the 
successor  of  Pierce,  establishes  two  facts,  which 
remove  all  doubts  on  this  part  of  the  subject:  that 
William  Butler,  to  whom  the  $1,800  had  bees 
advanced,  had  not  settled  his  public  aceoaB^ 
which  was  the  reason  why  Pierce  could  Doiia- 
mit  this  claim  as  alleged  by  St.  Clair;  aad  sec- 
ondly, that  the  91,800  did  not  appear  npoQ  the 
books  of  the  office  of  army  aeoouots  in  ft^ora 
the  memorialist ;  and  the  want  of  a  seitlemeoirt 
accounts  with  Butler  seemed  a  reason  whvHowd 
did  not  take  upon  bims)elf  to  settle  «Ki  ^^}^  '^ 
6lh  of  November,  1787;  from  these  two  facts,  u 
s^ems  certtfin  that  the  petitioner,  id  l^'"Tf 
claim  to  this9t,800,  which  had  not  been  allowed, 
and  that  all  subsequent  settlemenu  and  traonc- 
tions  between  him  and  the  United  Sutesi^ 
of  a  lotaliy  diatiiaet  MCttre^aiid  aovM  aot  !><'*** 
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Genemt  Artlmr  8l  Clair. 


.m.Jm-^. 


ich  B  ciain  as  this.  Coosiderifig  ike  eiscuin- 
iioees  of  tbis  cue,  the  committee  do  doi  thiok 
le  lapse  of  lime  a  presumptiye  evidence  that  the 
(aim  has  been  paid^  haviDg  ajparticuJar  regard 
)  the  conduct  of  General  St.  Clair;  he  has  not 
een  Desrygeotin  m^kmg  claim  either  against  the 
faited  States  or  William  Builer.  The  presamp- 
00  is  BtroBg  that  this  claim  was  presented  to 
ierce  ibr  settlement  in  1787.  It  is  certain  it 
rs8  presented  to  Howel  the6ifa  November,  1787; 
ist  before  the  death  of  Major  Bmler,  he  gave 
le  reeeipt  to  Mr.  Ross,  npon  which  to  bring  a 
ait,  about  thv  year  1703, and,  after  Butler's  death, 
pplied  to  his  executors;  that  he  presented  his 
eiition  to  reimbovse  him  this  money  in  the  year 
903;  that  preyioos  to  this  time.  Hoss  had  re- 
iroed  the  receipt  of  Butler,  upon  a  belief  that  ao 
etioD  would  not  lie  against  his  executors  for  mo- 
ty  tdvaaced  for  puMic  purposes ;  and  that  in 
809,  the  executrix  of  William  BuUer  refused  to 
ire  the  petitioner  his  books,  containing  his  ac- 
oaot  with  the  petitioner;  that  the  memorialist 
ever  could  have  presented  his  claim  to  any  of 
le  officers  of  ihe  Government  for  liquidation 
rter  the  23d  of  July,  1788;  (see  vol.  12,  journals 
f  old  Congress,  page  77  ;)  and  the  statute  never 
ras  suspended  as  to  this  class  of  claims ;  the  sus- 
eosion  only  applied  to  a  prior  resolution,  respect- 
)g  claims  for  military  services  which  were  bar* 
id  after  Angost.  1786;  (see  vol.  10,  journals, 
age  255;)  and  the  act  suspending  the  statute  of 
fflhatiotts,  passed  the  27ih  March,  1793,  only  as 
)  claims  for  personal  services;  (see  Laws,  vol. 
,  pages  31 J  32.;  A  piper  purporting  to  be  a  state- 
leot  of  accounts  between  General  St.  Clair  and 
lajor  Butler  in  the  handwriting  of  the  petitioner; 
le  petitioner  has  satisfactorily  explained  how  that 
ipercame  to  be  in  his  own  handwriting;  but 
lat  paper,  if  evidence  in  the  case,  would  estab- 
sb  important  facts  in  favor  of  General  St.  Clair. 
:  appears,  by  this  document,  that  the  money  was 
Ivaoced  by  General  St.  Clair,  and  that  money 
pplied  to  the  benefit  of  the  United  States  and 
ilaoced  by  money  expended  by  Major  Butler 
I  the  recruiting  service.  '  So  far  from  these  facts 
uolving  the  <&vernment  from  the  payment  of 
lis  claim,  they  make  the  claim  more  obligatory 
pen  tb«  United  Slates,  as  the  money  was  ad- 
loced  at  a  most  perilous  and  interesting  moment, 
id  gives  the  claim  the  most  meritorious  marks ; 
)r  can  there  be  any  presumption  that  this  money 
td  been  previously  paid  to  General  St.  Clair  by 
le  Paymaster  General  or  any  of  the  officers  or 
;ents  of  the  Grovernment,  but  the  presumption 
very  strong  the  other  way,  that  it  was  not  ad- 
iDced  to  him  by  the  agents  of  the  United 
tates:  first,  because  he  had  then  receited  the 
immission  of  General,  and  did  not  stand  in  such 
relation  to  Major  Butler,  as  to  suppose  with 
m  the  deposite  of  money  was  made  for  the  use 
'  Major  Butler:  second,  the  time  and  place  of 
sking  the  advance  in  the  North,  proves,  with 
her  facts,  that  Major  Butler  had  finished  the 
croiting  service  in  the  formation  of  hrs  com- 
ny  white  captain  and  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
at  th«  recratttng  the  men  to  enUst  «•  a  perma- 


nent  nart  of  the  army  vvas  the  recruiting  alluded 
to,  (See  General  Washington's  letter  on  this 
subject,  referred  to  by  the  memorialist.)  It  is  be- 
lieved by- the  committee,  that  the  money  ad* 
vanced  to  Major  Butler  to  recruit  his  company  in 
Pennsylvania  was  furnished  by  the  United  Stales, 
and  given  to  the  petitioner  while  colonel  in  tba 
United  Slates'  army, and  in  the  State  of  Pensyl- 
vania;  and  the  account  between  Colonel  St, 
Clair  and  Captain  Butler,  as  to  money  for  recruit- 
ing men,  in  the  first  instance,  ceased  with  the 
completion  of  that  employment,  which  ended 
after  the  army  left  Philadelphia  for  the  North; . 
and  on  August  12th.  1776.  Colonel  St.  Clair  was 
commissioned  Brigadier  General,  and  the  money 
advanced  to  Major  Butler  was  on  October  26th; 
and  it  is  presumed,  unless  the  contrary  appears,' 
that  General  St.  Clair's  elevation  in  rank  changed 
his  relations  as  it  respected  the  men  commanded' 
by  Major  Butler,  and  that  he  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  regiment  of  which  Butler  was  a  part, 
only  as  it  composed  a  part  of  his  brigade.  In- 
dependent of  these  considerations,  the  existence 
of  the  reeeipt  of  Major  Butler,  in  the  possession 
of  the  petitioner,  furnishes  strong  and  violent  pre- 
sumption that  the  money  mentioned  in  it  has 
never  been  paid,  either  by  the  Government  or 
Butler;  if  by  the  Government,  the  foundation  of 
the  claim  would  have  been  required,  and  as  the 
receipt  was  the  basis  of  that  claim,  it  must  have 
been  repaid;  if  Butler  had  ever  saiisGed  this 
claim,  he  certainly  woold  have  taken  in  his  re- 
ceipt. It  would  be  a  presumption,  not  warranted 
by  law  or  reason,  to  suppose  that  the  petitioner 
has  ever  been  divested  oi  this  paper,  and  that  he 
has,  in  any  way  whatever,  come  to  the  improper 
possession  of  the  receipt  a^ain.  The  fact  must  be 
taken  as  found,  that  he  hofds  the  receipt  bona  fide, 
without  its  having  ever  been  discharged.  The 
committee  need  not  say  more,  to  show  the  im- 
propriety of  blending  this  account  of  $1,800, 
with  otner  accounts,  between  the  petitioner  and 
William  Butler,  or  with  the  United  States;  the 
item  of  91,600,  advanced  at  Ticonderoga,  has 
alone  occupied  the  attention  of  the  committee, 
and  they  think  it  would  be  improper  to  blend  it 
with  other  distinct  inquiries,  not  embraced  by 
the  claim.  They  are  satisfied  that  the  petitioner 
advanced  the  money;  that  it  was  applied  to  the 
benefit  of  the  United  States;  that  he  has  used 
reaspnabie  diligence  to  have  said  claicn  settled ; 
and  that  the  said  sum  has  never  been  paid  by  the 
United  States  or  Major  Butler  to  the  petitioner ; 
and  if  it  appears  upon  the  Treasury  books,  or  books 
of  the  War  Office,  that  General  St.  Clair  is  in- 
debted to  the  United  States,  it  cannot  invalidate 
his  claim ;  in  this  case  it  could  only  go  as  an 
offset  for  so  much.  But  this  inquiry  is  not  before 
the  committee;  there  ix  a  remedy  for  the  case  of 
public  debtors.  This  claim  being  barred  by  the 
statute,  the  committee*  aa  in  other  cases,  foel  lx>and' 
to  recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

RenLvtdy  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

fNora.— The  papers  referred  to  in  this  report 
are  not  sow  4o  be  Kmnd.] 


2891 


APPENDIX. 


m 


Tilt  Embarg^-^huiruciiong  to  CoRecton. 


:±B= 


EMBARGO. 

[Communicated  to  the  Hottie»  Mftj  26,  1809.] 

Taeasubt  Dbpartment. 
May  22^  1809. 

Sir  :  The  act  la^in^  an  embargo,  passed  on  the 
22d  of  December,  1807,  has,  in  conformity  with 
the  expressions  used  in  the  twelfth  section  of  the 
non-intercuurse  act,  been  considered  as  still  in 
force,  so  far  as  related  to  foreign  vessels.  Such 
vessels  have,  therefore,  been  permitted  to  depart 
only  in  ballast,  or  with  the  cargo  on  board,  when 
notified  of  the  embargo.  That  construction  of  the 
law  necessarily  flowed  from  the  expressions  al- 
luded to,  which  limit  the  repealof  somuch  ofthe 
embargo  acts  as  related  to  the  departure  of  ves- 
sels, to  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United 
plates — expressions  which  would  have  been  alto- 

g ether  inoperative,  had  a  different  construction 
een  adopted.  Nor  was  the  Executive  vested 
with  anv  discretion  to  make  a  distinction  in  favor 
of  vessels  belonging  to  those  nations  with  which 
commercial  intercourse  was  permitted  bjr  the  act, 
however  consistent  with  the  presumed  intention 
of  the  Legislature  such  distinction  might  have 
been. 

Without  dwelling  on  the  inconveniences  which 
have  resulted,  it  is  only  necessary  to  add  that  ihe 
expressions  used  in  the  eleventh  section  of  the 
non-intercourse  act,  by  virtue  of  which  the  coii>- 
mercial  intercourse  with  Great  Britain  will  again 
be  permitted  after  the  lOib  day  of  June,  are  such 
as  certainly  to  repeal  every  restriction  laid  by  the 
embargo  laws  on  British  vessels.  It  followsthat, 
after  that  day,  those  vessels  will,  in  the  ports  of 
the  United  States,  be  permitted  to  take  on  board 
cargoes,  and  to  depart  with  the  same  for  any  per- 
mitted foreign  port,  while  foreign  vessels,  belong- 
ing to  the  other  nations  with  which  commercial 
intercourse  is  permitted,  will  still  be  forbidden  to 
depart  with  such  cargoes  on  Doard.  As  it  is  pre- 
sumable that  a  bill  intended  to  correct  that  defect 
would  be  altogether  unobjectionable,  and  as  there 
are  now  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  many 
foreign  vessels  belonging  to  friendly  nations, 
which  are  detained  only  on  that  account,  permit 
ine  respectfully  to  submit  the  propriety  of  acting 
immediately  on  the  subject,  and  without  wait- 
ing for  a  decisioo-on  the  more  complex  modifi- 
cations of  the  non-intercourse  act  which  the  late 
change  in  our  foreign  relations  may  render  ne- 
cessary. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  Chairman,  CommUtet  of  Commerce,  ^. 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO  CO(.LECT0R8. 

[Communieated  to  the  House,  Jan.  SO,  1610.] 

Treasury  Department, 

January  20, 1810. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  in  obedience  to  the  res- 
olution of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 


8th  instant,  to  transmit  copies  of  the  only  gesmi 
instructions  to  the  collectors  of  costoms,  to  hi 
found  in  ths  records  of  this  department,  rieltdn 
to  refusinir  clearances  to  any  private  armed  t» 
sel  of  the  United  States. 

By  the  first,  bearing  date  April  8, 1797,  i:  i 
directed  "  that  the  sailing  of  armed  vessek,  H 
bona  fide  destined  to  the  East  Indies,  be  restrasiKl 
until  otherwise  ordained  by  Congress."  Altlioa^, 
no  instructions  of  a  prior  date  to  that  effect,  af 
pear  to  have  been  given  by  the  Tressary  DepvH 
ment,  it  is  understood  that  this  regulatioo  auk 
confirmed  what  had  been  the  previous  geD«i 
practice.  And  it  has  ever  since  been  coDsjder4 
as  being  in  force,  except  when  superseded  fori 
time  by  the  temporary  instructions  of  Msrcblj 
1798,  herewith  transmitted,  and  dnriog  the  t* 
tin  nance  of  the  acts  of  Congress  ofJooe  2Si 
1798,  and  March  3,  1805 ;  the  first  of  whiek  a- 
pired  on  the  3d  of  May,  1802,  and  the  last  oDtk 
21st  of  April,  1806. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  dbe. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN 

The  Hon.  Speaker  of  the  Hotue.^. 


Treasury  Departmesct. 

ApraS,\:Ti, 

Sir  :  The  depredations,  to  which  the  coooace 
of  the  United  States  is  at  present  exposed,  hiu 
given  rise  to  a  question,  which,  being  of  ge&«nl 
concern,  is  therefore  made  the  subject  of  a  circa- 
lar  communication. 

The  question  is,  whether  it  be  lawfoltoirm 
the  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States,  for 
their  protection  and  defence,  while  en^iged  ii 
regular  commerce  ? 

It  is  answered,  that  no  doubt  is  eatertaiocd, 
that  defence,  by  means  of  military  force, ifiioA 
mere  pirates  and  sea-rovers,  is  lawful;  ibeiro- 
ing  01  vessels,  bona  fide  engaged  in  trade » the 
East  Indies,  is,  therefore,  on  account  of  tbe  das- 
ser  from  pirates,  to  be  permitted  as  heretofore; 
but,  as  the  arming  of  vessels  destined  for  Eaio* 
pean  or  West  India  commerce  raises  a  presoop- 
tion,  that  it  is  done  with  hostile  iateouoiu 
against  some  one  of  the  belligerent  ntiions,afii 
may  cover  collusive  practices,  inconsistent  wiib 
the  act  of  Congress  of  June,  1794,  unless  ^rticti 
by  provisions  more  effectual  than  have  been  biib- 
erto  established ;  it  is  directed  that  the  sailisz  of 
armed  vessels,  not  bona  fide  destined  to  the  Eut 
Indies,  be  restrained  until  otherwise  ordaiaed  bt 
Congress. 

InTbrmation  has  been  received  that  some  ro- 
sels  are  arming  by  strangers,  for  the  purpose  of 
capturing  the  vessels  of  the  United  States.  Tbe 
utmost  viffilance,  on  the  part  of  the  coilecton,u 
prevent  the  progress  of  this  evil,  is  eojoioe^ 
Where  there  is  reasonable  ground  to  beliere  (hat 
vessels  are  equipped  for  the  purpose  of  beiog  ea* 
ployed  against  the  commerce  of  this  cooatrj.tbef 
are  to  be  arre&ted,  and  the  circumstances  stated  ^ 
this  department.    I  am,  dbc. 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT. 

To  the  COLI.BOTOR  of  the  OMtoat^— ^ 
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Treasury  DepARTMBNT, 

March  21, 1798. 

Sir  ;  It  has  been  determioed  by  the  President 
fthe  Uoiied  States,  that,  under  present  circum- 
laDces,  it  has  become  necessary  to  modify  the 
istructioDs  issued  from  this  department,  on  the 
ih  of  April,  1797.  in  such  manner  as  no  longer 
)  restrain  vessels  of  the  United  States  from  sail- 
ig  ia  an  armed  condition,  when  destined  to  be 
mployed  in  a  regular  and  lawful  commerce. 

But  though  you  are  to  consider  the  general 
robibition  as  no  longer  remaining  in  force,  it  is 
)e  express  command  of  the  t^resident,  that  you 
!ize  and  detain  all  vessels  respecting  which 
lere  may  eiist  reasonable  ground  of  suspi* 
100,  that  they  are  intended  to  be  employed 
)Qtrary  to  law,  and  partJcularLy  to  the  act  of 
!oDgress  passed  on  the  5th  day  of  June.  1794, 
Qtiiled  **An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the 
uoishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
lates,"  or  the  act  passed  the  14th  day  of  Jane, 
797,  entitled  ''An  act  to  prevent  citixens  of  the 
fnited  States  from  privateering  against  nations 
)  amity  with,  or  against  citizens  of  the  United 
lates." 

You  will  also  consider  it  to  be  your  duty  to 
rerent  evasions  of  the  act  passed  on  the  14th 
ly  of  June,  1797,  entitled  "An  act  prohibiting 
)r  a  limited  time  the  exportation  of  arms  and 
mmuBition,  and  for  encouraging  the  importa- 
OD  thereof;"  by  confining  the  qoantities  of  the 
lid  articles  which  may  be  returned  asconstitut- 
ig  the  equipment  of  any  vessel  within  reaaon- 
l)le  limits. 

A  confident  reliance  is  entertained  that  all  your 
roceedin^s  under  these  instructions,  will   be 
larked  with  decision  and  impartiality. 
I  am,  dbc. 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT. 

To  the  CoLLSOTOR  of  the  Cmtonu  of^-^. 


[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  Feb.  t^  1810.] 

)  tkt  Senate  oftht  Unittd  State* : 
I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
ty  of  the  Treasury,  complying  with  their  reso- 
iion  of  the  16th  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
February  22, 1810. 


Trbarurt  Dipartmbnt, 
February  22, 1810. 

obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  16th  instant,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu* 
ry  respectfully  reports  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States: 

That  exports  to,  and  imports  from,  the  ports  of 
ranee  have  not  been,  nor  are  now,  permitted,  in 
e  act  '^  to  interdict  the  commercial  intercourse 
tween  the  United  States  and  Qreat  Britain  and 
'anee,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other 
rposet.'* 


That  exports  to,  and  Imports  from,  the  ports  of 
Great  Britain  were,  in  conformity  with  tneproc* 
lamation  of  the  President  of  the  19th  day  of 
April,  1809,  announcing  that  the  British  Orders 
in  Council  would  be  withdrawn  on  the  10th  dav 
of  June  ensuing,  permitted  from  the  said  10th 
day  of  June  and  until  the  9(h  day  of  August 
ensuing. 

That  the  President  having,  by  his  proclama- 
t»on  of  the  9th  day  of  August,  1809,  announced 
that  the  British  Orders  in  Council  were  not 
withdrawn  on  the  10th  day  of  June  preceding, 
and,  consequently,  that  the  trade  renewable  on 
the  event  of  the  said  orders  being  withdrawn, 
was  to  be  considered  as  under  the  operation  of 
the  several  acts  by  which  such  trade  was  sus* 
pended,  information  thereof  was  immediately 
transmitted  to  the  several  collectors,  by  a  circu- 
lar, dated)  also,  '^  August  9th,  1809,''  a  copy  of 
which  is  herewith  transmitted,  and  also  of  a  post- 
script directed  to  the  collectors  on  the  Lakes. 

That  the  collectors  were  informed,  by  that  cir- 
cular, ^ which  has  already  been  laid  by  the  Pres- 
ident before  Congress,  at  the  opening  of  the 
present  session,)  that  the  act  above-mentioned 
was,  in  every  respect,  applicable. to  Great  Britais 
and  her  dependencies;  but,  that  the  President 
had  also  directed  a  suspension  of  seizures  and 
prosecutions  in  certain  cases^  arising  from  acta 
which  would,  in  conformity  with  his  prociaoMi- 
tion  of  the  19th  dav  of  April  preceding,  have 
been  considered  as  lawful ;  and  that,  in  such 
eaaes,  the  vessels  and  cargoes  might  be  admitted 
to  entry. 

That  no  other  instructions  but  those  contained 
in  the  said  circular,  hare  been  given  on  that  sub- 
ject to  the  collectors;  and  that,  if  any  colleetor 
has  knowingly  admitted  ^to  an  entry  ffoods  the 
growth  and  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  or 
France,  in  any  other  case  but  those  enumerated 
in  the  circular  above-mentioned,  such  act  is  un- 
known to  this  department,  and  would  be  conaid- 
ed  as  a  hi{[h  breach  of  duty. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  Prbsidrht  cf  the  United  StaU: 


circular. 

Treasdrt  Department, 

August  9, 1809. 

Sir:  You  will  herewith  receive  the  copv  of  a 
proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  announcing  that  certain  British  Orders 
in  Council  were  not  withdrawn  on  the  10th  daf 
of  June  last,  and,  consequently,  that  the  trade, 
renewable  on  the  event  of  the  said  orders  being 
withdrawn,  Is  to  be  considered  as  under  the  ope- 
ration of  the  several  acts  by  which  such  trade 
was  suspended. 

The  act  ^\o  amend  and  continue  In  force  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  interdict 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  France  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  on 
the  28th  day  of  June,  is,  tnereforei  in  every  fe> 
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•pect,  appHcablt  to  Great  Britain  and  her  de- 
pendencies, as  well  as  to  France  and  her  depend- 
encies ;  anything  in  my  circular  of  20(b  June 
last,  to  the  contrary^  notwithstanding. 

Ic  results  that,  from  ibe  receipt  of  this,  you 
must,  in  every  instance,  except  as  hereinafter  ex- 
pressed, refuse  cleai^ances  for  British  ports,  re- 
quiring, as  usual,  bonds  from  all  vessels  bound  to 
perraitied  ports,  in  the  manner  pvoYided  by  the 
third  section  of  the  act  above-mentioned.  But, 
as  many  British  vessels  have,  or  may,  come  into 
the  ports  of  tbe  United  States,  in  consequence  of 
the  President's  proclamation  of  the  19th  day  of 
Aprillast,  he  directs  that  you  will  permit  such 
British  vessels  to  depart,  without  giving  bond, 
either  in  ballast  or  with  the  cargo  on  board,  when 
notified  of  the  enclosed  proclamation :  it  beins. 
however,  understood  that  this  indulgence  shall 
not  be  extended  to  any  other  vessels  than  such 
as  are  now  in  the  ports  of  the  Uniied  States,  or 
such  as  may  hereafter  arrive,  having  sailed  from 
H  foreign  ^ort  before  information  of  tbe  enclosed 
proclamation  shall  have  been  received  at  such 
port. 

The  President  also  directs,  that,  until  a  deeis* 
ion  from  Congress  on  that  unexpected  point 
ahall  have  been  obtained,  or,  until  otherwise  in- 
structed, seizures  or  prosecutions  fur  supposed 
contraventions  of  either  the  above-mentioned  act, 
or  of  the  non-intercourse  act  of  1st  March  last, 
arising  from  acta  which  would,  in  conformity 
with  his  proclamation  of  the  19th  of  April  last, 
have  been  considered  as  lawful,  shall  be  suspend* 
ed  in  the  following  cases,  viz : 

1.  All  vessels  which  have  entered  n  British 

Eort,  since  the  10th  of  June  last,  or  which  may 
ereafter  enter  such  port,  having  sailed  for  the 
same  before  information  of  the  enclosed  procla- 
niation  had  been  received  at  the  port  of  depart* 
nre,  so  far  as  relates  to  any  forfeiture  or  penalty 
which  may  accrue  or  have  accrued  by  reason  of 
their  having  thus  entered  a  British  port. 

2.  Ail  vessels  which  have  arrived,  either  from 
British  ports  or  with  British  merchandise,  in  the 
United  States,  subsequent  to  the  10th  of  June 
last ;  and  also  all  vessels  which  may  hereafter 
thus  arrive,  having  sailed  for  the  United  States 
before  information  of  the  enclosed  proclamation 
shall  have  been  received  at  the  port  of  departure, 
so  far  as  relates  to  any  forfeiture  or  penalty  ac- 
cruing from  having  arrived  or  arriving  iii  the 
United  States  from  British  ports,  or  with  British 
merchandise. 

3.  All  vessels,  now  owned  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  sailing  under  the  American 
flag,  which,  being  in  a  foreign  port  at  the  time 
when  the  enclosed  proclamation  will  be  ngiade 
known  at  such  port,  shall,  with  all  due  diligence, 
depart  therefrom,  and  return  without  delay  to  the 
United  States^so  far  as  relates  to  any  forfeiture 
or  penalty  accruing  from  their  arriving  in  the 
United  States  from  British  ports  or  with  British 

,  merchandise. 

In  tbe  above-mentioned  cases  of  vessels  arriir- 
ing  in  tbe  United  States,  and  which  are,  for  the 


present,  exempted  from  seizure,  the  vessels  aid 
cargoes  may  beadmittfd  to  entry. 

The  time  when  the  enclosed  proclamatioc 
shall  have  been  known  at  the  ports  of  deparioR, 
respectively,  must  be  ascertained  by  the  b^ 
means  in  your  power,  and  you  may  refer  dook- 
ful  cases  lo  this  department. 

Application  may,  of  course,  still  be  made,  a 
all  cases,  for  an  absolute  remission  of  the  forfea* 
ure  and  penalties,  in  the  manner  provided  forbf 
law ;  the  instruction  herein  given  to  abstain  froiB 
prosecutions  and  seizures  in  the  abovementioae^ 
cases,  being  only  intended  to  prevent  the  expet- 
ses  and  inconvenience  to  which  the  parties  cot- 
cerned  would  otherwise  be  exposed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  ft^c. 

ALBERT  QALX.ATLN. 
The  CoLLBCToa  of  — ^ 

Po^cript  to  the  CoUedoreantke  IjokeB. — Yoi 

will  observe  that  exportation  to  the  British  terri- 
tories is  not  forbidden,  by  land,  nor  in  any  other 
manner  than  ships  or  vessels,  as  will  appear  b^ 
the  third  section  of  the  act  ot  28ih  of  Jane  last, 
and  aecordiog  to  the  spirit  of  the  instroctioos  of 
the  President,  all  merchandise  which  had  left 
Montreal,  or  any  other  port  in  Canada,  for  the 
United  States,  before  the  enclosed  proclam&tioo 
was  known  at  such  port,  is  admissrbie  to  estry. 
and  will  not,  for  the  present,  be  liable  tosetznre 
or  subject  the  parties  eoaeeraed  to  proaecaiion. 

A.O. 


NATURALIZED  SEAMBN  RBGISTBRBIX 

[Commnnicat^d  to  tht  House,  March  10,  1810.] 

Depabtmbnt  of  Sta.t£, 

March  5, 1810. 

Sih:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  26th  ultimo,  requesting  *'a  statement 
of  the  whole  nvmber  of  peraons  born  ia  foreigo 
countries,  and  legally  admitted  citizens  of  tb« 
United  States,  by  naturalization,  and  who  have 
been  registered  as  American  seamen,  and  returned 
as  such  to  the  Department  of  State,  according  te 
the  list  transmitted  by  the  collectors  of  the  cos- 
toms,  in  pursuance  of  the  law  relative  to  the  re- 
lief and  protection  pf  American  seamen." 

In  reply  to  this  letter,  Ibeg  leave  to  refer  to  the 
report  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  the  2d  of  February. 
1809,  in  which  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  whole 
number  of  naturalized  citizens  then  retarncd  to 
this  department,  as. registered  seamen,  was  449: 
and  to  add,  that  it  appears  from  the  retnrns  for 
the  year  1609,  that  128  naturalized  citizens  wm 
during  that  year,  registered  as  American  seaiaes, 
and  so  returned  to  this  department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

R.  SMITfi. 

Hon*  TaovAS  Ngwton, 

Ouiirman  Committee qf  Oommmtefic 
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REPAUUNO  FKIOATSa*  4te. 

[Commnnicated  to  the  Hoiue,  Jtine  12,  1809.] 

Navy  Depabtment,  June  9, 1809. 
Sib:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday '« 
aie,  aod.  in  reply,  have  the  hooor  to  state : 
1st.  That  the  cost  of  repairiog  each  of  the 
igates  now  lying  at  the  navy  yard,  Washing- 
)n.  caooot  be  estimated  with  any  degree  of  pre- 
isioD,  until  each  frigate  shall  have  been  thor- 
ugbly  examined  in  her  hull,  masts,  spars^  rig- 
ing.  sails,  water  casks,  &.c.,  and  the  precise  state 
r  each  particular  ascertained.  I  some  time  since 
irecfed  such  examination  to  be  made,  and  re- 
ortcd  to  me.  but  this  has  as  yet  only  partially 
eendone;  and  being  apprehensive  that  some 
ays  may  elapse  before  I  shall  hieive  it  in  my 
ower  to  afiord  satisfactory  information  upon 
lis  subject,  I  have  supposed  that,  in  the  mean- 
me,  it  would  be  agreeable  to  the  committee  to 
»ceive  information  upon  the  other  points  of  your 
itter,  and  therefore  proceed  to  state : 
2dly.  That  the  difference  between  keeping 
ich  of  the  public  armed  ve^isels  in  service,  for 
X  months,  from  this  time,  and  laying  them  up 
I  ordinary  immediateljT)  circumstanced  as  they 
ow  are,  their  crews  heius  generally  in  debt  for 
ivances  of  money  and  clothes  made  to  them, 
ad  their  supplies  of  provisions,  and,  in  a  great 
teasure,  all  their  other  supplies  being  now  actu- 
liy  on  board,  would  be  from  three  to  four  months' 
ay  of  their  respective  crews;  that  i»— 
or  a  44-gUD  frigate,  about  ...  $17,000 
36        do  do    •        .        .        .       15,000 

3S        do  do    -        -        .        -       13,000 

16-gan  brig 7,000 

14-gun  schooner       ....         6,000 

In  replying  to  yonr  third  query,  requiring  ^*a 
>mparative  statement  of  the  building  and  the 
iDual  expense  of  maintaining  a  gun  on  board  a 
igate  and  a  gunboat,"  it  is  necessary  to  suppose 
particular  ease.  I  will  take  the  frigate  Presi* 
;nt,  mountinff  fifty-six  guns;  forty-two  pound 
irronades,  and  twenty-four  pound  long  cannon. 
This  frigate  cost  two  hundred  and  twenty 
lousand  nine  hundred  and  ten  dollars  and  eight 
ots,  say,  two  hundred  and  twenty-one  thousand 
)llars.  A  gunboat,  carrying  two  guns,  will  cost 
reive  thousand  dollars.  A  gunboat,  carrying 
ie  gun,  will  co-t  about  nine  thousand  dollars* 
he  frigate  will  require  four  hundred  and  twen- 

men  to  man  her,  and  can  be  maintained,  in 
:iuat  service,  at  an  annual  expense  less  than  one 
lodred  and  twenty  thoasand  dollars,  including 
le  pay  of  officers  and  seameni  provisions,  r«- 
ura,  medicine,  contingencies,  and  every  other 
rpense  of  every  description.  A  gunboat,  mount- 
g  one  or  two  guns,  will  require  forty-five  men 

man  her,  and  cannot  be  maintained  in  actual 
rvice,  at  an  annual  expense  less  than  eleven 
ousand  seven  hundred  dollars,  including  every 
:pense.  It  hence  results  that  the  building  of 
neteeo  gunboats,  each  carrying  two  guns,  and 
Trying  thirty-eight  guns  in  the  whole,  would 
*st  more  than  the  building  of  a  frigate  mounting 


fifty-six  guns  j  that  the  number  of  men  required 
for  a  frigate  mounting  fifty-six  guns,  would  not 
be  sufficient  to  man  ten  gunboats  carrying,  in  the 
one  case,  twenty  guns,  in  the  other  case,  ten 
guns ;  that,  to  ngbt  fifty-six  guns,  on  board  of 
twenty-eight  gunboats,  would  require  twelve 
hundred  and  sixty  men  ;  and  to  fight  them,  dis- 
persed in  fifty-six  gunboats,  would  require  two 
thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty  men;  and 
that  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty  men 
employed  on  board  of  frigates^  mounting  each 
fifty-six  guns,  and  each  requiring  four  hundred 
and  twenty,  men,  can  fight  three  hundred  and 
ihirty-six  guns,  consisting  of  forty-two  pound 
carronades,  and  twenty-four  pound  long  cannon. 

With  respect  to  the  expense  per  gun,  it  ap- 
pears that  fifty*  six  guns,  mounted  on  board  of  i^ 
trigate,  can  be  maintained  at  an  annual  expense 
of  less  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
dollars;  that  the  annual  expense  per  gun,  on 
board  of  a  gunboat  carrying  two  guns,  will  be 
five  thousand  eiffht  hundred  and  fifty ;  and  on 
board  of  a  gunboat  carrying  one  gun,  eleven 
thousand  seven  hundred  per  annum;  that  the 
difference  between  the  annual  expense  of  fight- 
ing fifty  six  guns  on  board  of  a  frigate,  and  twen- 
ty-eight gunboats,  carrying  fifty-six  guns,  is  two 
hundred  and  seven  thousand  six  hundred  dollars : 
and  that  the  difference. in  the  annual  expense  of 
fiffhting  fifty-six  guns  on  board  of  a  frigite,  and 
fifty-six  gunboats  carrying  each  one  gun,  is  five 
hundred  and  thirty-five  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars. 

The'  annual  expense  of  keeping  the  gunboats 
(other  than  those  now  in  service,  and  those  yet 
on  the  stocks)  in  ordinary,  would  be  about  sixty- 
four  thousand  dollars. 

As  to  the  saving  already  made  by  laying  up 
these  boats  in  ordioary,  it  is  impossible  at  this 
time  precisely  to  aMseriain  it,  as  the  department 
is  not  informed  of  the  day  on  which  each  boat 
was  laid  up.  I  can  only,  at  this  time,  forma 
conjecture  as  to  the  amount,  which  is  supposed 
to  be  equal  to  one  month's  pay  of  the  crews  dis- 
charged ;  that  is,  about  eighteen  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  dbc. 

PAUL  HAMILTON. 

RioBABD  Ci7TTa,  Esq.,  Ckairmani  ^. 


NAVY  HOSPITALS. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  February  26, 1810.] 

Mr.  Bassett,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Na- 
val Establishment,  made  the  following  report: 

That  their  attention  had  been  called  by  |he 
Secretary  to  navy  hospitals.  To  his  memoranda, 
herewith  presented,  they  beg  to  refer.  It  remains 
for  your  committee  to  state  their  conviction  of. 
the  propriety  of  the  Secretary's  suggestions,  and 
to  congratulate  the  House  that  the  opportunity 
is  offered  to  ameliorate  greatly  the  situation  of  a 
meritorious  portion  of  citizens,  without  recurring 
to  the  public  treasury.    Of  all  classes  of  society 
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seanen  require  most  the -paternal  foresight  of 
Gkivernment.  Habit,  which  tyrannizes  over  man 
In  every  situation^  makej  the  saiior  ever  regard- 
less of  to-morrow  ;  like  the  infant,  he  requires  a 
guardian,  or  old  age  brings  with  it  miserable  pov- 
erty. On  this  principle,  our  Government,  as  well 
as  others,  have,  from  seamen's  wages,  raised  a 
fund  for  marine  hospitals,  with  guardian  care  set- 
ting apart  a  portion  of  the  earnings  of  health  for 
a  support  in  sickness  and  decrepitude.  The  ob- 
ject is  to  give  this  principle  a  more  operative  di- 
rection, and  not  to  deviate  from  it  in  the  slightest 
degree.  The  sailor  alone  shall  be  able  to  exnlr 
in  the  comfortable  asylum  prepared  for  his  aged 
and  enfeebled  brother,  whilst  tne  farmer,  himself 
pressed  by  the  hard  hand  of  poverty,  may  view 
with  complacency  the  comfort  of  others,  which 
cost  not  an  additional  stroke  of  his  hoe  or  his  axe. 
The  committee  recommend  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

Rt9olved^  That  the  twenty  cents  per  month 
deducted  by  law,  from  the  pay  of  the  officers  and 
seamen  of  the  Navy,  together  with  such  sums  as 
may  be  due  or  become  due  to  deserters,  shall  be 
made  a  fund  for  building  and  supporting  navy 
hospitals,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  others,  as  Com- 
missioners or  said  fund. 

Resolved^  That  all  fines  imposed  on  officers, 
seamen,  and  marines,  shall  accrue  in  aid  of  the 
hospital  fund,  and  that  one  ration  shall  be  allowed 
the  hospital  tor  every  person  admitted,  to  be  de- 
ducted from  their  accounts  on  settlements,  and 
when  any  one  shall  be  received  into  the  hospital, 
who  shall  be  entitled  to  a  pension,  such  pension 
shall  be  paid  to  the  hospital  during  his  continu- 
ance therein. 

ReMolvedy  That  the  unexpended  balance  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer,  of  the  twenty  cents  here- 
tofore deducted  from  Cne  pay  of  the  officers  and 
seamen  of  the  Navy,  shall  accrue  to  the  navy 
hospiul  fund. 


Navy  Dbpartment,  Feb.  22, 1810. 
Sir:  Availing  myself  of  the  latitude  allowed 
me  bv  the  honorable  committee  of  which  you  are 
the  chairman,  I  submit  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing observations  and  notes  relative  to  pensions 
and  hospitals : 

1st.  As  It  respects  (he  pensions  of  seamea  and 
marines. 

By  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  for  the  better 
government  of  the  Navy,  it  is  provided  that  the 
pensions  shall  in  no  case  exceed  one  half  the 
monthly  pay. 

The  power  of  regulating  the  pay  of  seamen 
and  marines  is  vested  in  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  that  of  seamen  has  been  granted  ac- 
cording to  circumstances,  depending  principally 
on  the  waces  given  in  the  merchant  service. 
Hence,  in  the  years  1798,  1799, 1800,  and  1801, 
their  pay  was  $17  per  month.  In  the  years  1802, 
and  1803,  it  wa«  914;  afterwards  $10,  and  is  now 
912  per  month.    The  pay  of  the  marine  was 


early  fixed  at  ^6  per  month,  aad  has  oadergoie 
no  change. 
Soldiers  in  the  land  service  may  receive  a  pet* 

sion  of  $5  per  month. 

Hence,  it  is  obvious  that,  under  present  lavt, 
great  inequality  exists  with  respect  to  peosicu 
The  same  descriptions  may  at  one  time  receii* 
$8  50  per  month,  at  another  $7,  at  another  9S.  i: 
another  9^  per  month. 

The  most  valuable  seamen,  however  crippled  a 
the  public  service,  could  not  now  receive  t  pes- 
sion  exceeding  $6  per  month;  and  io  the  fear 
1800,  or  1801,  an  inferior  seaman,  sasuiaing  ltd 
disability,  might  have  received  ^50^  mwi. 
Cases  of  this  kind,  indeed,  are  now  to  be  food 
upon  the  pension  roll.  It  appears,  too,  that  tte 
pension  provided  for  the  marine  is  two-fifths  leis 
than  that  provided  for  the  soldier  in  the  isDd  ser- 
vice. This  distinction  betweeu  the  marioe  tDii 
the  soldier  is  certainly  not  founded  in  aairpfiD- 
ciple  of  justice.  Its  existence,  it  is  presQmed.ku 
escaped  the  attention  of  Congress,  otherwise:: 
would  not  have  been  suffered  so  long  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  marine. 

A  strong  dissuasive  to  the  continoaoce  oTr&is 
distinction  arises  out  of  the  fact  that  the  peoiua 
of  the  marine  is  paid  out  of  a  fund  which  hueo* 
terprise  contributed  to  raise,  whereas,  to  piftbe 
pension  of  the  soldier,  Congress  have  to  iDtk« 
annual  appropriations  of  money  out  of  the  Trea- 
sury. 

To  remove  the  existing  pernicious  ineqqalitr 
in  the  pensions  of  seamen  of  the  same  eU:is.aBa 
sustaining  similar  disabilities,  and  to  plice  the 
marine  on  an  equality  in  thia  respect  viib  tbe 
soldier,  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  of  23d  of 
April,  1800,  ouffht  to  be  repealed,  so  fir  as  respfcu 
the  pensions  of  seamen  and  marines,  and  it  oii^t 
to  be  declared  by  law  that  the  pension  of  the  toie 

seaman,  should  not  exceed dollars  peragoth; 

that  of  the  ordinary  seaman,  or  boy, i^^^\ 

and  that  of  a  non-commissioned  officer,  mosiciiQ, 
or  private,  in  the  marine  corps,  $5  per  moath. 
Under  such  a  law,  the  compensation  for  woaods 
sustained  in  the  public  service  might  be  gradua- 
ted by  the  measure  of  disability  incorr^;  tod 
as  the  law  ought  to  provide  for  the  highest  di$t- 
bility  that  may  be  sustained,  it  is  conceived  tba? 
the  blank  for  able  aeamen  might  be  filled  with 
910,  and  that  for  ordinary  seamen  and  boys  witii 
$6,  without  transcending  the  bounds  of  jastiee,  or 
falling  short  of  the  dictates  of  humanity.  Snwf 
tlO  per  month  would  not  be  an  extravagant  com- 
pensation to  a  poor  crippled  sailor,  deprired  cf 
the  use  of  his  limbs  in  his  country's  service,  lad 
who^  when  notable  to  pursue  his  profession, » 
empnatically  like  a  fish  out  of  water,  aad  ists 
utterlv  incapable  of  making  any  kind  of  prori- 
sion  for  his  support,  as  the  disabled  soldier,  vb^ 
had  never  seen  salt  wf  ter,  would  be  on  board  of 
ship. 

2dly.  As  it  respects  hospitals  for  the  relief  of 
sick  and  disabled  aeamen. 

As  a  fund  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men, the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  required  to 
deduct  from  the  pay  of  each  officer,  aetmafl,  t^ 


mi 


^f!smG^* 


MO^ 


Mavif  HotpHaU* 


nariiie,  belonging  lo  thelfary,  tweaiyceots  per 
i}ooib,aDd  to  pay  tbe  samequarter-aanaally  into 
iie  Treasury,  (o  be  applied  under  the  direction  of 
he  President  of  the  United  Slates.  The  amount 
bus  deducted  and  paid  into  tbe  Treasury  is^5,- 
>49  29,  and  there  U  a  considerable  s^moeducted, 
)ut  oot  yet  paid  into  the  Treasury ;  and  yet  no 
ia7)r  officer  >bas,  and  but  very  few  of  tbe  navy 
leamen  have^  received  any  benefit  from  it. 

By  law  tbe  like  deduction  of  xwenty  cents  per 
noath  is  made  froi^  tbe  pay  of  each  aeaman  in 
the  merchant  service,  and  the  whole  fund  thus 
raised  is  applicable  indiscriminately  to  the  relief 
if  officers,  a^men.  and  marines^  of  tbe  Navy, 
lod  tbe  seamen  of  the  coaolry  generally.  Tbe 
acoDveoiences  and  embarrassments  wbicb  arise 
Vorn  tbe  placing  of  |>erdons  engaged  under  mili- 
ary law  in  tbe  public  service,  in  hospitals  where 
10  sacb  law  exists,  have  escaped  the  attention  of 
Congress.  In  tbe  few  cases  which  have  occarred 
>f  oavy  seamen  beinf  sent  to  such  hospitals,  ex- 
)€rience  has  proved  that  tbe  commanding  officers 
)f  the  ships  from  which  they  i^ere  sent,  could 
lever  giet  returns  made  to  tbeoi,.and  that,  pn  an 
iverage,  three  out  of  five  bare  deserted  as  soon  as 
ihey  got  in  a  convalescent  state.  Hence  the  pro- 
}m\s  of  having  distinct  utablishmentt  for  the 
reiiet  ofsick  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  of  the 
Vavy.  Let  ibe  fund  drawn  from  tbe  seamen  in 
be  merchant  service  be  appropriated  for  the  re- 
ief  of  seamen  in  that  service;  and  let  tbe  fuod 
iedueted  from  the  pav  of  tbe  officers,  i&c.  of  the 
Mavy,  be  appropriated  exclusively  for  them.  If 
web  a  law> existed,  and  the  supfuemeotary  pro- 
risions  ber^tier  su^ested  were  autborixed  by 
aw,  there  mi^bt  be,  in  a  very  short  time,  six  ca- 
incious  bospuais  established,  in  which  all  ibe 
iick  of  every  description  of  tbe  Nary  might  be 
somfortably  nursed  j  all  tbe  wives  of  seamen 
billed  in  aorion  might  be  supported ;  all  Ibe  cbil- 
Jren  supported  and  educated,  and  younj^  men  just 
^tering  tbe  service  as  midsbjpioea  might  acquire 
ibe  invaluable  knowledge  of  tbe  theory  of  navi- 
^tioD,  lunar  observations, and  najral  tactics,  with- 
>ttt  costing  tbe  pablic  a, single  cent.  If  doubts 
ibould  be  entertained  as  to  tbe  capacity  of  the 
Deans  to  .accomplish  these  important  and  highly 
interesting  objects,  they  may  easily  be  removed 
>y  actual  demonstration. 

Iq  addition  to  tbe  twenty  cents  per  month,  let 
ittodsbe  raised  from  such  of  the  foUowiog  sources 
IS  may  be  tboosbt  most  advisable,.or,  to  complete 
ibe  goodly  work  at  once,  let  tbe  .whole  of  ibem 
)e  added  to  tbe  fund. 

1st.  Let  Congress  declare,  by  law,  that  .all  the 
^alaocea  due  to  deserters  from  the  service  should 
3e  forfeited,  and  thus  applied. 

2d.  That  the  balances  due  to  seamen  dying  in 
tbe  service,  should  be  invested  in  funds,  and  the 
ioierest  thus  applied,  until  such  balances  should 
be  called  for  by  either  the  wives,  children,  or 
^oown  legal  representatives  of  the  deceased. 

3d.  Let  the  disabled  person  entitled  to  a  pen- 
noD  make  his  election  between  goio^  into  a  hos- 
pital for  life,  or  .receiving  the  pension  allowed 
^im  by  law.    If  be  preferred  got$ig  iato^a  ji^spi- 
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tal  for  life,  which  m^ny  would  do^  then  bis  pen- 
sion to  he  applied  towards  the  support  of  tbe  hos- 
pital 

4th.  Let  the  balfince  at  this  time,  or  the  unap- 
plied amount  of  the  money  raised  by  deducting 
twenty  cental  per  month  from  the  pay  of  the  offi- 
cers, ^.  of  the  Navy,  be  thus  applied. 

5th.  Let  Congress  add  to  the  twenty  cents 
which,  by  the  act  of  2d  March,  1799,  tbe  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  is  required  to  deduct  froip  the 
pay  of  tbe  officers,  seamen,  and  rnarioes,  of  the 
Nary;  instead  of t^^enty  cents,  fifiy  might  be  de« 
ducted.  This  of  itself  would  proJoce  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  j3ow 
deducted.  The  officers,  seamen,  and  marines 
would,  it  is  confidently  believed,  cheerfully  eon- 
sent  to  a  deduction  of  one  dollar  per  month  from . 
their  pay,  if  they  knew  that  the  amount  was  to 
be  applied  exclusively  to  their  benefit. 

6lb.  Let  the  rations  of  the  seamen  or  marine, 
and  one  of  the  rations  of  each  officer,  while  in 
the  hospital,  be  deducted  and  thus  applied.* 

7th.  Let  all  mulcts  of  pay  by  sentence  of  courts 
martial,  and  all  stoppages  of  grog  for  minor  offen- 
ces, be  thus  applied. 

Sth.  Let  ten  or  fifteen  per  cent,  on  slop  cloth- 
ing furnished  the  searpen,  be  thus  applied.  At 
this  time,  tbe  sailor  on  board  ship  is  furnished 
with  slop  clothing  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-thre^ 
and  a  third  per  cent,  less  than  be  could  get  it  at 
out  of  a  slop  shop,  so  that  if  ten  per  cent,  on  the 
present  price  were  added,  the  seamen  would  still . 
get  the  slop  clothing  from  fifteen  to  twenty-three 
and  a  third  per  cent.  less  than  he  could  buy  it  for 
out  of  a  slop  shop.  Hence,  he  could  not  reason- 
ably complain  at  the  making  of  the  proposed  ad- 
dition to  the  price,  especially  when  he  would  re- 
flect that  the  amount  thus  to  be  produced  was  in- 
tended exclusively  for  his  benefit  and  that  of  his 
brother  seamen. 

In  addition  to  these  proTisions,.it  will  be  recol- 
lected that  manv  of  the  officers  necessary  for  the 
hospitals  might  oe:ielected  from  ampng  those  dis* 
abled  in  the  service,  who  would  gladly  serve 
without  any  addition  to  their  pensions,  excepting 
merely  their  board,  the  cost  of  which,  to  the  es- 
tablishment, i|rouId  be  very  inconsideraole.  There 
are  now  on  the  roll  of  pensioners,  one  captain  of 
tbe  Navy,  one*  lieutenant,  one  surgeon,  one  sur- 


*Th6  ration  would  of  itself  he  sufiicient  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  eviaxy  description  of  provisions,  wines, 
liquors,  dec.  required  for  the  sick  in  hospitals,  under 
proper  regulations.  The  experiment  has  been  fairly 
tried  in  a  small  hospital  at  New  York,  under  the  care 
of  Doctor  Samuel  R.  Marshall,  a  surgeon  in  the  ^avy 
of  the  United  States*  The  following  is  tbe  result  of 
that  experiment : 

For  three  months,  one  ration  per  day  for  each  man  uck 
in  the  hospital, at  twenty  cents,  amounted 

to $638  20 

The  expense  of  every  description  of  provi- 
sioBs,  d^c.  including  pot  herbs,  soap,  and 
candlesywas 801  67} 


I^eaving  a  balance  in  iavor  of  hospital,  of  9326  62f 
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geon's  mate,  and  a  number  of  boatswains,  eunners, 
•ailmakers,  sergeants  of  marines,  cooks,  &e. 

Further,  it  is  presumed  that  in  or  near  the  nary 
yards  would  be  the  most  suitable  places  for  the 
erection  of  hospitals.  In  that  case,  the  comuland- 
ants  of  the  yards  might  be  governors  ex-oflicio 
of  the  hospiials.  without  any  additional  pay  what- 
ever. With  tnem  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
would  hold  his  correspondence  upon  all  subjects 
in  relation  to  the  hospitals. 

The  wives  of  seamen,  killed  in  the  service, 
would  make  nurses  and  attendants  on  the  sick ; 
do  all  the  necessary  sewingf,  washing,  dbc,  and 
their  children  miffnt,  wii^  the  pensioners  and 
convalescents,  work  the  gardens. 

The  persons  having  the  immediate  charge  of 
the  hospitals  ought  to  be  acquainted  with  navi- 
gation, &c.  and  have  the  qualifications  of  teach- 
ers; so  that  the  children  of  seamen,  killed  in  the 
aervice,  might,  when  not  at  work  in  the  gardens, 
be  taught  reading,  writing,  and  ciphering;  and 
young  men,  just  entering  toe  service  as  midship- 
men, might  be  sent  to  the  hospitals  to  be  taught 
navigation,  &.c. 

If  deemed  expedient,  eight  or  ten  dollars  per 
month  tni^ht  be  deducted  from  the  pay  of  miJ- 
ahipmen,  while  studying  navigation  m  the  hospi- 
tals, and  ihe  amount  might  be  applied  towards 
paying  the  teacher,  or  if  more  than  sufficient  for 
that,  towards  defraying  the  general  expenses  of 
the  hospitals.  This,  indeed,  would  be  learning 
them  this  valuable  knowledge,  at  less  expense 
than  they  could  possibly  acquire  it  in  any  other 
way.  To  me  it  appears  very  clear,  that  the  ef- 
fects of  such  institutions,  under  proper  regula- 
tions, would  be  happy  indeed.  The  wretched 
aailor,  covered  with  wounds  received  in  the  ser- 
vice of  his  country,  might  be  saved  the  debasing 
employment  of  beggary ;  the  woman  widowed, 
the  child  orphaned,  in  the  gallant  achievements 
of  the  husband  and  father,  might  be  rescued  from 
wretchedness,  probably  disgrace.  A  body  of  men 
devoted  from  sratitude  to  the  service  of  their 
country  would  here  be  raised  up ;  the  benefits  or 
education  would  be  extended;  acoropetition  tobe 
admitted  into  the  public  service  would  be  excited; 
and  the  brave  would  be  encouraged  and  stimula- 
ted, without  costing  the  public  one  additional 
cent.    Respectfully  submitted  by 

PAUL  HAMILTON. 
Hon.  BuRWELL  Bassett, 

Chairman  Naval  Committee, 


QUARTERMASTER'S  DEPARTMENT. 

[Commonicat«d  to  the  Senate*  March  12, 1810.] 

War  Department,  Jan.  1, 1810. 
Sir  :  The  inconveniences  and  embarrassments 
to  the  service,  together  with  the  neglect  and  loss 
of  property,  arising  from  the  irregular  and  un- 
precedented manner  in  which  the  Q^uartermas- 
ter's  Department  is  conducted,  render  it  my  duty 
to  huggest  the  propriety  of  some  further  legal 
provinioa  on  the  aubject.    The  defects  of  the 


firesent  system  originate  in'  the  laws.  Bf  Uf 
>iw  fixing  the  Militery  Peace  EsiablishsfK 
provision  is  made  for  the  appointoicDi  of  ti«K 
military  agents,  and  as  many  assistant  miL^r 
agents,  not  exceeding  one  to  each  mtlitarjpw 
as  the  President  shall  deem  expedieat  Tk 
law  authorizing  an  additional  military  furit 
provides  for  two  brigade  and  eight  regimeai 
quartermasters.  The  military  agents  aod  au» 
ant  military  agents  are  appointed  by  tbe  Prs- 
dent.  The  brigade  qaarter masters  by  the  bns^ 
diers,  and  the  regimental  qoartermasters  bf  ^ 
colonels  of  regiments. 

The  result  of  this  orgaoizatioo  is,  that  the » 
sistant  military  agents,  who  ought  to  accoootfar 
and  make  returns  to,  tbe  military  agents,  of  li 
property  delivered  to  them,  are  not  held  bvi 
proper  responsibility,  the  military  agents  bar  it; 
no  power  or  influence  in  their  appoiatment^  c:* 
authority  to  call  them  to  aecoont  for  mal-pn;- 
tices  or  neglect  of  doty.  The  brigade  and  Jtp- 
mental  quartermasters  are  as  little  uader  ue.' 
control. 

It  will  also  be  perceived  that  do  prorWoi » 
made  for  the  appointment  of  an  officer  whoa 
duty  it  should  be  to  have  charge  of.  aod  be  re 
sponsible  for  the  property  appertaining  lo  ihat 
department,  to  regulate  and  superinteDdt»dt$* 
trihution  of  all  supplies,  and  to  whom  tli sobor- 
dinate  oflicers  should  be  accountable. 

In  want  of  sui^h  an  oflicer,  the  Seeretirfef 
War  has  been  obliged  to  perform  the  doiiescf 
Q^uartermaster  General.  Under  tbe  Miliurr 
Peace  Establishment,  those  duties  werelibon* 
ous.  Since  raising  the  additional  military forer. 
they  have  necessarily  increased,  until  it  is$Bf 
gesied  by  experience  that,  if  they  werecympiK- 
ble  with  other  duties  required  or  him,  lfaeS<cr^ 
tary  of  War  cannot  continue  to  dischanteibes, 
either  satisfactorily  to  himself,  or  with  jusoeeu 
the  public. 

It  is  therefore  respectfully  suggested,  tbii 
the  President  be  authorized  by  law  to  appoiot  t 
Quartermaster  General,  with  rank  ia  the  Arar 

not  exceeding  the  raak  of ,  with  pay  iti 

emoluments  not  exceeding  those  of . 

An  assistant  quartermaater  general,  to  be  taka 
from,  the  line  of  captains,  whose  coopeosatiM 
shall  not  exceed  one  half  his  moathly  ptf  k^ 
emoluments. 

As  many  deputy  quartermasters  general,  «^ 
exceeding  four,  as  tbe  service  may  reqaire. 

If  taken  from  the  line,  their  compeasatioa  ai^ 
to  exceed  one  half  their  monthly  paf  >d<1  ^ 
loments ;  if  not  of  the  line,  not  to  exceed  (^ 
present  compearation  of  the  military  agent?. 

As  many  assistant  deputy  qurtermstter?.  ec^ 
exceeding  one  to  each  military  post,  as  the  ^ 
vice  may  require,  to  be  taken  from  the  liDe,ie<^ 
allowed  eight  dollars  per  month,  (as  provklet 
by  law  for  the  present  as^aistant  military  ageats- 

Under  this  arrangement  the  deput|r  qo*^ 
masters  general  would  perform  tbe  duties  at  prr 
sent  performed  by  the  military  agents:  theasitfi- 
ant  oeputy  quartermaaterS)  those  performed  bf 
the  aaaiaCtnt  milicary  agents.    Their  eoopeir 
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The  Quartermaster's  Department, 


ioD  being  the  saiue,  the  additional  expense  to  be 
Dcurred  will  consist  principally  in  the  pay  and 
•moluments  of  the  Q^uariermaster  General,  with 
he  incidental  expenses  of  bis  office,  and  in  one 
iddiiiooal  deputy  quartermaster  general,  if  the 
ervice  should  require  bis  appointment. 

In  time  of  peace,  the  proposed  system  being 
ess  complicated,  and  possessing  a  more  regular 
ind  rigid  accountabiliry,  would  be  far  less  ex* 
tensive  in  its  consequences:  at  the  same  time 
bai  it  would  instruct  the  officers  in  a  branch  of 
ervice  acknowledged  by  military  men  to  be  of 
he  first  importance. 

To  meet  a  state  of  war  without  such  aa  estab- 
isbroent,  which  has  been  justly  denominated 
he  right  hand  of  an  army,  would  be  to  disregard 
be  practice  and  experience  of  our  own  and  every 
ither  nation,  and  expose  to  hazard  and  defeat 
ivery  military  operation. 

With  re5pectful  consideration,  your  obedient 
mant,  W.  EUSTIS. 

Hon  W.  B.  Giles.  Ckairman, 


COMMITTBB  CbAJIBER,  JofL  13,  1810. 

SiB :  la  obedience  to  the  tnstroctioos  of  the 
tommittee  of  the  Senate,  to  whom  was  referred 
he  Mesnage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
)f  the  3d  instant,  I  now  have  the  honor  of  request- 
Qg  you  to  submit  a  plan  to  the  committee  for 
rstablishing  a  general  staff,  or  quartermaster's  de- 
^rtment,  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  I 
im  also  inairqeted  to  intimate  to  you,  sir,  that  it 
noold  beagreeaUe  to  the  committee  to  have  the 
{)ian  as  much  in  detail  as  your  conTenience  will 
Krmit. 

I  have  it  also  in  charge  from  the  committee, 
10  ask  of  you  a  statement  of  military  muniiions, 
vbicb  may  be  required  by  the  present  exigen- 
tiesof  the  country ;  together  wito  an  estimate  of 
ihe  sum  of  money  which  may  be  necessary  for 
providing  the  same. 

Be  pleaded,  sir,  to  accept  assurances  of  my 
kigh  consideration,  dbc. 

WM.  B.  GILES,  Ouurman. 

Hon.  William  BtrsTis.  Set^ry  of  War, 


Washinotoic,  Jan,  15, 1810. 

Sir:  Tour  favor  of  the  1st  instant,  respecting 
be  establishment  of  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment for  the  Army  of  the  United  Slates,  ad- 
Iressed  to  me,  as  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
he  Senate,  ^c,  was  not  put  into  my  hands  until 
ate  last  evening. 

It  is  probable,  if  it  bad  been  sooner  received,  a 
[)art  of  mv  letter  of  the  13lh  instant,  addressed  to 
fou  in  relation  to  that  subject,  might  have  been 
leemed  unnecessary  by  the  committee. 

Be  pleased,  sir,  to  accept,  my  respectful  com« 
pliments.  dbe.  WM.  B.  GILES. 

The  Hon.  William  Edstib. 


the  letters  of  Mr.  William  Linnard,  (a  faithful 
and  indefatigable  military  agent,)  which  letters 
were  accompanied  with  the  names  of  several 
assistant  military  asents  to  whom  he  had  made 
disbursements,  and  from  whom  he  had  not  been 
able  to  procure  satisfactory  statements  and  set- 
tlements. 

They  are  among  the  evidences  daily  occur- 
ring which  evince  the  necessity  of  a  reformation 
in  the  quartermaster's  department. 

With  respectful  consideration,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  EUSTIS. 

Hon.  W.  B.  Giles,  Chairman^  ^c. 


Extract  of  a  letter,  from  William  Linnard,  Milttaij 

Agent,  dated 

Philadelphia,  Se^pt,  Ibth,  1809. 

^With  respect  to  instructing  the  assistant 
agents  to  forward  requisitions  and  other  evidence, 
to  show  on  what  authority  expenditures  have 
been  made,  I  beg  leave  to  observe,  that,  when- 
ever I  have  had  occasion  to  write  to  a  newly  ap- 
pointed agent,  I  have  never  failed  to  inform  him 
such  documents  were  indispensably  necessary  te 
accompany  their  vouchers ;  an4  although  I  have 
been  very  particular  in  those  instructions,  little 
or  no  regard  has  been  ])aid  to  them ;  and,  in  fact, 
in  some  instances,  where  the  commanding  officer 
was  assistant  agent,  ihey  have  ridiculed  the  idea 
as  extremely  absurd  to  make  requisitions  on 
themselves.  I  do  believe  it  to  be  impracticable 
to  obtain  those  documents  in  every  instance,  un- 
less the  assistant  agents  were  more  stationary, 
and  the  principals  clothed  with  more  authority 
than  they  possess.  I  shall,  however,  not  lose 
sight  of  the  object,  but  continue  to  use  my  en- 
deavors to  obtain  them;  and,  if  I  fail,  it  ought 
not  to  add  to  my  duties,  already  too  much  mul- 
Uplied." 


>Var  Department,  Jan.  15, 1810. 
Sir:  I  take  the  liberty  of  submitting  for  peru- 
lal  and  consideration,  the  enclosed  extracts  from 


Extract  of  a  letter,  from  WiHiam  Linnard,  Militaiy 

Agent,  dated 

Philadelphia,  Dec,  7th^  1809. 

^  On  receipt  of  your  instructions  relative  to  the 
accounts,  I  wrote  circular  letters  to  all  the  as- 
sistant agents,  and  in  order  to  enforce  vour  in- 
junctions, and  that  I  might  not  be  miauiuierstood, 
I  enclosed  copies  of  your  instructions  to  me.  To 
press  the  necessity  of  a  particular  attention  to 
the  vouchers,  I  introduced  the  following  quota- 
tion from  your  letter:  ^  That,  in  all  their  dis- 
bursements, the  authority  of  the  commanding 
officer  should  accompany  the  voucher,  particu- 
larly stating  the  object  of  the  expenditure.* 
Some  of  the  assistant  agents  and  officers  have 
strangely  construed  those  expressions  to  require 
the  -authority  the  commanding  officer  had  to 
make  the  requisition ;  and  instead  of  writing  to 
me  for  an  explanation,  they  have  delayed  their 
accounts  until  the  commanding  officer  could 
write  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  his  authoritfj 
or  an  explanation." 
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The  Quariemumter*8  Departmmii* 


Wasbinqton  City,  Nov,  29lh,  1809. 

Sir  :  Oq  the  eve  of  leaving  the  Army,(aQless 
«  prospect  of  active  service  should  forbid  it.)  per- 
mit me  to  address  you  on  the  important  oeces* 
sity  of  the  quartermaster's  department  being  re- 
stored, if  it  was  only  on  the  ground  of  ecooomy  : 
for,  to  that  department  belongs  the  care  of  alt 
atores  belonging  to  the  Army.  By  the  deraof^e- 
ment  of  that  department,  were  strict  inquiry 
made,  it  would  he  found  that  more  than  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  have  been  lost,  tn  the 
course  of  a  few  years,  by  the  abolition  of  the 
quart^rroiister's  department,  and  the  introductioa 
of  a  system  of  mijiiary  agency.  IflsCAnces  ipay 
be  found  of  characters  being  employed  as  agents, 
perfectly  ignorant  of  military  aflfairs,  and  the 
l^at  duties  imposed  on  them,  and  at  tknes 
unsupplied  with  the  means  necessary  of  per- 
formance. 

The  duartermaster  General  of  an  army  is  an 
officer  of  great  importance,  and  should  be  of  high 
rank,  active,  pemevering,  and  experienced,  per- 
fectly acquainted  with  the  geographical  situation 
and  advantages  of  the  country  in  which  an  army 
is  to  act,  so  as  always  to  draw  his  supplies  at  the 
least  possible  injury  and  expense.  He  is  prima- 
rily charged  with  all  the  articles  belonging  to 
his  department ;  on  him  requisitions  are  to  be 
made  by  the  division  quartermasters  for  such 
.stores  as  maybe  required  for  tlieir  divisions; 
which  stores  are  to  be  issued  on  the  returns  of  the 
brigade  quartermasters,  and  so  to  the  regimental 
quartermasters,  who  are  to  make  and  deliver  re- 
turns of  all  stores  on  hands  and  delivered  ooce  in 
three  months,  to  the  brigade  quartermasters,  who 
will  consolidate  and  transmit  them  to  the  divi- 
sion quarterioasters,  who,  in  like  manner,  are  to 
consolidate  and  transmit  ihera  to  (he  quarter- 
master general,  who  will  transmit  them  to  the 
Secretary  of  War.  Pursuing  this  principle  it 
can  always  be  ascertained  in  what  division,  bri- 
gade or  regiment,  there  may  be  delinquency. 

You  will  please  excose  the  liberty  I  have  ta- 
ken in  addressing  you  on  a  subject  of  gr«at  im- 
portance to  the  Army,  «il.her  on  a  peace  or  war 
esiabUshment.  The  importance  or  this  subject 
will  perhaps  be  more  fully  impressed  bv  an  ap- 
plieatioD  to  military  gentlemen  who  have  ex- 
perienced the  inadequacy  of  the  present  system 
lo  the  general  welfare  or  oilr  country. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  my  perfect  esteem. 
A.  PARKER,  Col.  5ih  htfiniiry. 


War  Dbpartmeht.  Jan.  ^,  1810. 
Su :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  13ch  in- 
stant, requesting  ''a  statement  of  military  mua i- 
tions  which  may  be  required  by  the  present  exi- 
gencies of  the  country,  with  an  estimate  of  the 
sums  which  may  be  tieoessary  for  providing  the 
same."  I  must  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  honora- 
ble committee  in  stating  to  them,  that,  as  the 
sums  already  appropriated  by  law,  for  complet- 
ing the  fortifications  for  the  defence  of  the  ports 
and  harbors,  which  bad  been  commenced  or  pro- 
jected, were  deemed  sufficient  for  the  object,  no 


further  appropriation  on  account  of  fortificaticB 
WIS  proposed  in  the  estimate  of  the  present  yti' 
But,  in  case  of  warv additional  works  will  ber^ 
quired.  Their  situation,  nature,  and  ex(fDt,i^ 
pending  on  the  emergencies  which  may  re^B.^ 
them,  cannot  be  ascertained.  lo  many  iosuoce. 
they  will  probably  be  of  a  temporary  oaiure,iL 
constructed  principally  by  the  troops. 

The  island  of  Rhode  Island,  from  the  pecu'is- 
ity  of  its  local  situation,  bordering  oo  theoceu 
accessible  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  afiurdi:^ 
safe  and  commodious  harbor,  fertile  io  ii^ 
commanding  other  islands,  well  stocked  v^ 
provisions,  and  as  a  central  station  froin  m\i^ 
to  harass  the  trade  of  the  continent,  offers  ici: 
enemy  advantages  not  combined  io  tnj  (Ak 
port,  and  requires  additional  means  of  defeocf 

To  meet  the  expenditure  required  ait  bis  isi 
other  places,  it  is  therefore  respectfully  sogvMS 
that  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousiBi 
dollars  be  appropriated  on  account  of  furtib 
tions. 

For  supplying  the  several  works  witb  litr 
tional  cannon,  ammunition,  and  implemeau;  k 
mounting  on  traveUtug  carriages,  witb  propr 
equipments,  a  train  of  beavv  ordaancc, for  (lie 
defence  of  such  points  or  pwees  as  are  m  pro- 
tected by  batteries;  to  mount  and  eqoipimu 
of  field  artillery  ;  to  provide  arsenals  for  ibe  dc- 
posite  of  small  arms  and  artiiJery,  witb  labon- 
tories  for  preparing  ammunition ;  ajMl  for  pmcar- 
ing  additional  supplies  of  salphor  aad  iiit^B 
and  other  articles  in  the  ordnance  depinDeai, 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  viilbe 
required. 

The  purchase  of  knapsacks,  cartridge  kn& 
belis,and  other  equipmenuibr  infitmry  aad  or- 
al ry,  of  lents  .and  other  nf tides  in  the  fvntf* 
master's  departaaent,  with  suitable  slore-baasa 
for  their  preservation,  may  he  estimaied at  te 
hundred  and  fifty  ihotisand  dollars. 

The  munitions  embraced  in  the  foregaiaf  esti- 
Upates  are  consideed  bm  preparatory,  u\wi^^ 
time  to  provide  them,  and  admitting  of  iKb  ei- 
tension  and  additions  as  exigencies  may  rrquirt 

For  foture  supplies  of  eanoon,  witb  liieii  la* 
plements,  of  small  arms  and  accoatreoeBt5,Mi 
of  olothi^,  if  suitable  encoaragemeoi  wsigir^ 
great  reliance  may  be  placed  on  the  public  u^ 
private  armories,  and  on  the  foundries  and  sl^ 
ufactocies  already  in  operation,  the  erode  ou^ 
riela  being  the  growth  and  produce  of  oar  ovi 
country. 

Should  the  public  exigencies  render  it  or^ 
sary  to  call  into  actual  service  an  addiiiooalo-* 
ilary  force,  provision  should  be  made  iase^J 
for  furnishing  each  non-commissioned  officerif^ 
private  with  clothing  for  one  year. 

I  huve  the  honor  to  be,  dtc.     W.EU8TI& 

The  Hon.  W.  B.  Giles,  Ckairman. 


War  DePAiiTMENT,  A6. 4, 181ft 
Sra :  The  precarious  state  of  foreign  conoirrt'- 
together  with  other  considerations  eqiraJtj  \^ 
portant,  renders  it  extremely  desirahk  (bat  pt*- 
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man  should  be  made  for  clothibg  the  Army  of 
lie  United  Stales  from  our  own  manufactures. 

On  the  contracts  for  provisions  made  annually 
y  this  Department,  and  on  other  contracts  re- 
oiriog  a  large  capital,  it  has  been  customary  to 
aake  advances  of  money  in  order  to  enable  the 
oDtractorii  to  fulfil  their  engagements. 

An  extension  of  this  practice  to  supplies  of 
loihio?  would  enable^  the  purveyor  to  publish 
iroposal>*<  and  make  hi9  contracts  In  the  same 
nanner  as  the  provision  contracts  are  made. 
i*roai  the  encouragement  which  would  thus  be 
;iveD  to  the  several  manufactories,  a  spirit  of 
ompptition  would  be  excited,  improvements 
roulJ  be  made  in  the  works  and  in  the  several 
abnc5,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  ample 
opplies  would  be  offered,  on  terms  equally  ad- 
'aitiageous  with  those  attending  imported  cloths, 
vhile  the  necessity  of  having  recourse  to  impor- 
atioDs  in  future  woukl  be  finally  removed. 

In  order  to  insure  success  to  this  desirable  ob^ 
ect,  it  will  be  necessary  that  the  appropriation 
br  clothing  should  be  made  in  the  year  preced- 
Dz  that  in  which  the  clothing  is  to  be  delivered. 

1  have  thought  the  subject  of  sufiBcient  im- 
)ortance  to  be  communicated  to  the  honorable 
^ominiitee  of  which  you  are  chairman, 

And  am,  with  respectful  consideration,  &c. 

W.  BUSTIS. 

Hon.  W.  B.  Giles,  CKaitman: 


THE  MILITIA. 

[ConuDniiicated  to  the  Hqqm,  March  2d»  1810«] 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  commiltee  to  whom  was 
«ferred  so  m<ieh  of  the  Meaifhge  of  the  President 
Is  relates  to  the  organization  of  the  miltflia  of  the 
Uflited  States,  reported  ^  That  the  committee, 
ID  eonsidering  the  several  subjecta  to  them  re- 
Sprred,  ave  of  ofnnioB,  that  it  would  be  improper, 
u ibis  time,  to  ionovate  oo the  present  systemof 
irganizatiott  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States;" 


WAdHiNGTON,  December  18,  1869. 
Sir:  The  organization  of  the  militia  of  the 
United  States  has  long  been  deemed  a  subject 
>f  primary  importance  by  those  who  have  been 
:onversant  with  public  anairs.  Tarious  systems 
bave  been  proposed  and  rejected,  and,  indeed, 
it  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  make  any  regulation 
which  shall  be  adapted  to  the  laws  and  the  hab- 
its of  the  different  States.  Being  a  member  of 
(be  committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of 
the  President's  Messaore  which  relates  to  the  or* 
g^Dization  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States.  I 
lake  the  liberty  to  inquire  of  you,  what  are  tlie 
prominent  defects  of  the  present  system.  The 
ftciofCongressunderwhichthemilitia  are  formed, 
Wrfs  passed  on  the  8ih  of  May,  1792,  and  must  be 
perfectly  familiar  to  you.  by  conversing  with 
Eentlemen  from  different  parts  of  the  United 
States,  I  find  that  all  the  Qovemors  have  not 
given  that  law  the  same  construction:  for  in- 
stance, in  the  formation  of  corps  of  horse  artil- 


lery, llg*ht  infantry,and  j^renadiers,in  some  States^ 
the  Executive  autboritjr  has  supposed  that  the 
act  of  Congress  aforesaid  authorized  the  forma- 
tion only  of  troops  and  companies;  while  ia 
other  States,  regiments  and  even  brigades  are 
formed,  and  the  officers  have  been  duly  commis- 
sioned. 

A  question  hence  arises,  whether  the  orders  of 
such  general  and  field  officers  would  be  obeyed 
by  officers  from  those  Stateis  wl^ere  no  such  sys- 
tem bad  obtained,  if  they  should  be  called  into 
service  together.  What  has  been  the  practice  in 
this  respect  in  your  dtate?  How  are  your  dra- 
goon and  artillery  corps  formed;  whether  into 
troops  and  companies  only,  or  into  regiments  and 
brigades,  and  if  into  the  latter,  under  the  sanctioii 
of  what  law? 

Would  it  not  be  advisable,  for  the  sake  of  uni- 

^formity,  either  to  authorize  by  law  the  formatioa 

of  regiments,  especially  of  dragoons,  or  else  to 

reduce  the  regiments  now  formed  and  attach  one 

troop  to  each  regimeiit  or  brigade  of  infantry  7 

In  some  States  it  has  become  a  practice  to  ob- 
tain commissions,  and  resign  them  immediately^, 
only  for  the  sake  of  being  exempt  from  militia 
duty.  What  inconvenience  would  result  from 
limiting  the  shortest  period  of  service  to  a  com- 
missioned officer,  (extraordinary  cases  excepted) 
and  if  he  should  resign  before  the  expiration  of 
that  period,  to  be  liable  to  be  called  into  the  ranks? 
Ti) Ik  is  now  the  eatie  in  some  States. 

What  are  the  objections  to  embodying  a  corps, 
to  be  composed  of  all  such  able-bodied  men  aa 
have  reached  the  age  of  forty-five,  and  under  sixty, 
and  who  are  exempt  from  military  duty,  only  by 
age,' under  the  present  law,  to  be  called  the  alarm 
list,  and  never  liable  to  march  out  of  the  State, 
nor  to  perform  military  duty  or  parade ;  but  to  be 
obligea  once  a  year  to  appear  on  parade  armed, 
and,  in  case  of  invasion,  or  insurrection,  to  march 
with  the  militia  t 

It  has  been  a  favorite  theme  with  the  South- 
ern members,  to  class  the  militia  so  as  that  the 
burden  of  active  duty,  if  needed,  should  fall  on 
that  portion  of  our  citizens  who  are  between 
twenty-one  and  twenty-five  years  of  age.  The 
Northern  members  have  pretty  uniformly  opposed 
such  an  innovation  upon  our  system.  What  ob- 
jections to  such  a  measure  have  occurred  to  your 
mind  7 

Would  it  be  advisable  for  the  General  Gov- 
ernment to  attempt  to  arm  the  militia  ?  and  if  so, 
in  what  mode?  whether  by  giving  them  arms,  or 
to  apportion  them  to  the  States,  to  be  preserved 
in  magazines  asainst  time  of  need  ? 

Is  there  anything,  in  the  present  mode  of  dis- 
cipline, which  needs  the  interference  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  7  Would  it  be  advisable  to  call 
out  any  portion  of  the  militia  yearly,  to  take  the 
field  ?  and  if  so,  on  what  principles  should  such 
a  system  be  adopted  ? 

These,  sir,  are  some  of  the  prominent  pointa 
on  which,  perhaps,  some  amendments  may  be 
made  to  our  present  militia  system.  Other  im- 
provements may  undoubtedly  have  occurred  t6 
your  mind.    Any  reflections  which  you  mtif 
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please  lo  bestow  upoQ  this  subject,  and  any 
ameDdment  which  you  may  propose  to  our  pres- 
eot  system,  if  commuuicated  to  me,  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  committee  wbo  now  bare  this  sub- 
ject uuder  consideration. 

This  letter  will  be  enclosed  to  Governor  Tread- 
well,  that  he  may  mbke  any  remarks,  or  commu- 
nicate such  instructions  to  you,  as  he  may  deem 
necessary. 

I  am,  Mr,  very  respectfully,  dbc. 

BENJ.  TALLMADGE. 

General  E.  Huntington. 


Norwich,  5/^  January,  1810. 

Dear  Sin :  In  answering  your  letter  of  the 
18ih  ultimo,  which  came  to  hand  on  the  29th,  I 
find  a  task  which,  on  opening  aod  reading,  I  did 
not  anticipate  ;  but  if,  in  the  course  of  it,  I  shall 
fftve  you  ooe  new  idea  worth  preserving,  I  shall 
be  more  than  satisfied. 

The  subject-matter  has  frequently  presented 
Itself  to  my  miod  as  attended  with  serious  diffi- 
culty, as  well  as  of  great  national  importance; 
but.  owiofi;  to  the  diversity  of  habits  which  are 
to  be  included,  and  probably  in  many  respects, 
subdued,  by  a  militia  system  pervading  the  Uni- 
ted States,  (without  any  knowledge  of  the  respec- 
tive State  systems  to  which  the  men  have  been 
accustomed,)  I  feel  myself  inadequate  to  form  a 
plan  which  would  be  acceptable.  lodeed  I  frankly 
own  I  have  never  seen  any  system  proposed,  in 
which  I  had  confidence,  nor  do  I  believe  Roy  sys* 
tern,  commensurate  to  the  object,  will  ever  be 
adopted  by  the  Government,  or,  if  adopted,  be 
submitted  to  by  the  sovereign  people.  A  man 
possessing  so  little  confidence  in  militia  to  oppose 
regular  troops,  except  for  the  moment,  and  on  the 
spur  of  the  occasion,  and  who  absolutely  knows, 
so  fully  as  I  do,  the  enormous  waste  and  expense 
attending  their  every  movement,  is  not  capable 
of  affording  much  aid  in  the  completion  of  a 
militia  system.  Too  much  has  already  been  done 
with  the  militia,  if  they  are  not  to  be  a  substitute 
for  standing  troops,  and  too  little  will  always  be 
done  if  they  are  made  a  substitute.  The  song 
which  has  been  incess>antJy  sung,  ever  since  the 
Constitution  was  adopted,  that  the  militia  are 
the  sure  bulwark  of  our  nation,  the  safe  guardians 
of  our  liberties,  is  now  in  the  mouth  of  every  one, 
and  he  who  doubts  the  truth  of  it  is  deemed  a  po- 
litical infidel ;  yet,  with  all  the  odium  attached, 
I  acknowledge  myself  no  convert  to  such  a  doc* 
trine.  Let  the  Government  proceed  to  regulate 
the  militia  to  the  utmost  length  their  masters,  the 
sovereign  people,  will  bear— it  will  be  just  so  far 
as  to  make  them  food  for  powder  in  the  day  of 
battle ;  and  death,  or  what  is  worse,  loss  of  honor, 
must  be  expected  by  every  officer  of  spirit  con- 
nected with  them.  General  Knox's  system  (a 
copy  of  which  he  was  pleased  to  send  me)  is  the 
only  system  which  I  have  seen,  that  can  be  con- 
sidered as  possessing  any  efficiency. 

That  system  was  rt-jected  by  the  Government 
as  being  too  expensive ;  it  was  approaching  the 
mark,  but,  in  my  opinion,  short,  and  not  altogether 


correct  in  detail.  Less  enerey  ibss  wim  ibt 
system  contained  is  a  downright  fraud  on  tkepii^ 
lie  mind.  You  observe  that  all  the  Gufrnon 
have  not  given  the  act  of  Congrs>s  of  1792  iIk 
same  construction  in  the  formation  of  csfi^'t, 
dbc.  I  reply  that  the  act  of  1792  was  laid  belcK 
the  Legislature  of  this  State,  aod  a  law  passtdi 
carry  tbe  same  into  effect,  but  M>roe  things  lo  ie 
efi*ecied,  which  the  Legislature  could  Dolcoor^ 
nienlly  do,  were  sobnutted  to  his  Excelieaq 
Governor  Huntington,  the  then  chief  magi? mte, 
to  execute;  among  those  referred,  wa»  ib«  u* 
rangement  of  the  cavalry,  which  thee  coDsmed 
if  I  recollect,  of  twenty-nine  companies  or  troofs 
unequally  divided  into  five  or  six  regimenis en; 
reeiment  containing  $even  companies.  HisEi- 
ceTlency  tbe  Governor,  knowing  that  some  oi  u 
troops  had  been  raided  under  tbe  immediate  pu- 
ronage  of  particular  officers,  and  whose  lisib 
were  not  recorded  in  the  office  of  tbe  Sc>crfiiry 
of  State,  though  the  nfficers  bad  been  cooDii- 
sioned,  and  the  companies  recc^oised  hj  ik 
Government,  deemed  it  expedient  to  ciii  lo  U 
counsel  tbe  general  officers  throughout  ibc  Siai«; 
and  when  met,  it  was  discovered  that  so  ooi/br* 
mity  of  opinion  did  not  prevail  respecting reiaio- 
ing  the  cavalry  in  regiments.  A  majoriijofUif 
gentlemen,  however,  considering  tbe  prmiefo 
which  had  been  granted  in  raising  (be  compoiM 
of  cavalry,  with  the  customs  and  us«ge  cf  beiD« 
regimenteo,  brought  the  corps  within  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  Ski  section,  and  of  tbe  lasielaoa 
of  the  10th  section  of  tbe  law  of  1792,  aod  r^ 
commended  that  tbe  cavalry  should  be  fofioed 
into  eight  reginients,  ooe  of  which  to  b«  iiisclied 
to  each  brigade,  and  that  his  Excellency  ihtGoi- 
ernor  be  requested  to  grant  permissioo  to  noe 
three  more  companies  to  complete  the  eiflltr^ 
giments  to  four  troops  each*  (Tbeabovedctiiled 
account  I  believe  correct;  I  give  it  from  mol- 
lection,  and  it  is  possible  that,  in  some  respects, 
my  recolleecion  may  not  have  served  lae.)  Hi^ 
Excellency,  in  conformity  to  such  adrice,i:id 
alter  and  new  form  the  limits  of  the  rcgioinii 
of  cavalry,  did  raise  three  more  companies,  as* 
completed  the  eight  regiments,  and  assigned  tbec 
to  the  respective  brigades  of  infantry.  I  ciBBe! 
conceive  that  any  collision  can  possibly  ari»er^ 
specting  rank  in  any  one  State,  among  tbe  caniff 
officers;  for  thecommissionsissuingfromtbe)aB< 
source  are  of  equal  validity  in  the  eyes  of  tbe  on- 
cers; but  it  is  possible,  if  the  before  meniiooe' 
exposition  of  the  la  w  is  not  correct,  that  coll«si«* 
may  arise  when  portions  of  militia  from  differ^: 
States  are  called  into  the  field  together.  Tue 
power  of  forming  artillery  companies  is,  by  U* 
placed  under  the  direction  of  the  Captain  G«a^ 
eral  of  this  Slate ;  such  companies  as  werei^ 
existence  at  tho  time  of  passing  the  act  uf  IJ^ 
with  such  as  have  been  since  raised,  htvebctf 
attached  to  tbe  regiments  of  infantry  from  «be»0 
they_ en  listed. 

Whether  it  is  advisable  to  have  tbe  c«Talrj(B 
regiments,  or  only  in  companies  attached  toi>' 
fautry  regiments,  or  what  relative  proporiioa'* 
beet,  I  cannot  determine.    The  nuubtr  m  cit* 
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Iry  wbieb  mighl  be  employed  to  advaoUge  ia 
le  Sootbern  or  Middle  Siates,  wouid,  in  a  great 
egree,  be  useless  in  the  New  Baglaod  States. 
W  a  sudden  irruption  imo  ao  eneoiy's  countryj 
r  io a  retreat,  cavalry  have  a  decided  superiority 
rer  infantry,  and  if  you  could  have  there  dis- 
iplioed  and  iostructed'in  the  duties  of  an  artil- 
(fist,  they  would  become  highly  useful  to  operate 
riih  the  artillery  ;  but,  under  any  general  law 
)r  ibe  government  of  the  militia,  I  cannot  per- 
lade  myself  that  they  could  be  useful  but  in 
sail  numbers  to  clear  a  tract  of  country  before 
D  invading  foe. 

Iq  an  army  wher6  you  can  provide  magazines, 
ou  can  have  large  bodies  of  cavalry,  but,  in  case 
r  invasion,  infantry,  princip8lly,.are  more  to  be 
(lied  on  than  large  bodies  of  cavalry — they  can- 
ot  be  supported.  I  think  the  officer^}  comma od- 
igin  the  higher  grades  in  the  cavalry,  require 
Kperience,  and  that  eiperieoce  which  can  be  ob- 
lined  only  by  serving  with  cavalry.  Although 
OQ  may  frequently  find  an  officer  in  the  infantry, 
ho  would  command  a  body  of  cavalry  with 
onor  to  himself,  still  I  believe  that  you  ma^t 
ive  your  field  officers  used  to,  and  familiar  with, 
le cavalry  discipline,  which  is  not  expected  from 
a  infantry  officer.  In  this  piace^  1  would  sug- 
est,  that  the  enormous  expense  ol  cavalry  ought 
\  have  its  influence  to  lessen  its  number.  1  am 
scidedly  of  opinion,  that  one  company  of  cavalry 
)  a  brigade  of  infantry  is  a  large  proportion.  If 
te  number  of  cavalry  were  diminished  to  one 
smpaoy  to  a  brigade  of  infantry,  you  might, 
rith  propriety,  expect  your  men  better  mounted 
nd  equipped  and,  in  fact,  be  more  efficient  than 
lareer  number.  You  might  require  th^  men  to 
3  o7  a  certain  size,  of  a  cerlaiu  age.  and  hold 
lemselves  owners  of  the  horses,  which  horses 
lould  be  inspectedi  accepted,  and  registered ,  and 
ot  borrowed,  on  a  muster  day,  as,  at  present,  is 
ery  common.  Thcmen  might  be  enlisted  under 
a  express  condition  that  they  should  always  bold 
leniselves  liable  to  march,  completely  equipped 
ad  mounted,  oo  the  earliest  notice.  You  well 
now  that  a  great  proportion  of  vhe  horses  Used 
t  present  in  our  cavalry  corps  are  totally  unfit 
>r  field  service. 

You  mention  that,  in  some  States,  it  is  not  un- 
equent  to  accept  commissions,  and  then  resign, 
lerely  accepting  the  appointment  to  avoid  ser- 
ies. The  observation  applies  to  every  State,  I 
resume,  in  a  greater  or  less  d^rvee,and  must  at- 
ays  be  expected,  where  the  profession  of  arms 

so  little  encouraged  as  in  the  United  States, 
ad  where  the  honor  of  serving  bi^  country  is  held 
I  so  cheap  estimation. 

The  length  of  time  which  an  officer  ought  to 
'Cv^  to  entitle  him  to  an  honorable  discbarge, 
'  difficult  to  ascertain  ;  but  I  think  if  an  officer 
'fts  obliged  to  do  duty  in. the  ranks,  who  should 
ot  serve  four  years  in  the  commission  or  grade 
om  which  he  wished  a  discharge,  it, would  be 
ie  means  of  bringing  forward  a  class  of  men, 
?tter  calculated  to  do  the  public  justice,  than 
ermittin^  so  easy  an  evasion  of  military  duty ; 
erl^aps,  if  abpve  — -  years  of  ag«,  and  under 


years  of  age,  he  might  have  his  election. 

whether  to  pav  an  annual  sum  to  the  rpgimentai 
purse,  rather  tnan  be  subjected  to  do  duty  in  the 
ranks,  would  be  desirable.    Ought  not  the  act  of 
Coni^resstodefineexempts  from  military  duty.and 
theStates  be  permitted  to  add  none  to  that  number, 
except  the  persons  exempted  l>e  liable  to  an  annual 
composition  in  money,  to  be  paid  into  the  military 
chest,  for  supplying  the  regiment  with  blank  car*^ 
tridges,  colors,  drums,  fifes,  dbc,  and  (or  any  use 
to  which  an  expense  now  arises  to  the  regiment.. 
The  experience  which  this  Stale  had  of  alarm 
list  companies,  as  they  were  called,  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,  which  were  composed  of 
tho^e  exempt  from  military  duty  in  the  common 
militia  companies^  and,  I  think,  under  seventy 
years  of  age,  has  induced  me  to  reject  the  idea 
of  such  men  being  embodied  as  soldiers  \  they 
may  be  useful  as  men,  with  their  families,  and 
some  few  of  them  may  be  employed  about  an 
army,  but  as  soldiers  they  are  not  worth  their 
rations.  The  sparsely  settled  state  of  our  country, 
even  in  Connecticut^  throws  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  classing  the  militia,  which  have  much  weight 
in  my  mind  ;  a  great  part  of  this  State  spreads 
the  limits  of  a  military  company  over  an  extended 
district  of  nearly  nine  miles  in  circumference,  to 
obtain  sixty-four  liable  by  law  to  do  military 
duty,  and  many  of  the  companies  embrace  a  dis- 
trict of  double  that  extent;. which  company,  if 
brought  into  classes,  would  live  so  remote  from 
a  common  centre,  that  the  duties  on  ordinary 
trainings  would  be  an  unreasonable  tax  on  the 
men,  as  a  large  proportion  of  tho>e  liable  to  do 
duty  are  of  that  class  who  neither  own  horses, 
nor  are  able  to  hire  oo  such  occasions.    To  avoid 
that  inconvenience  you  must  have  small  com- 
panies, and  the  whole  worth  of  the  company  would 
be  inadequate  to  furnish  officers  and  noii-commis- 
sioned  officers.    If  ever  classing  of  the  militia, 
should  be  thought  essential,  or  a  substitute  must 
be  found,  I  should  prefer  that  every  battalion 
should  be  obliged  to  have  its  flank  company  kept 
full,  and  that  the  flank  companies,  the  artillery 
companies,  and  the  cavalry,  should  have  some  in- 
citements from  the  public  Treasury,  to  be  in  com- 
plete readiness  on  any  and  every  emergency,  and 
should  be  called  for  in  the  first  instance,  and  with- 
out any  previous  notice,  leaving  to  the  Adjutants 
General  to  detail  from  the  militia  such  a  number 
of  field  and  stafi*  officers  as  to  completely  officer 
them,  which  detailed  field  and  stafi"  should  be 
considered  under  r^qusitions  for  a  certain  length 
of  time, and  if  not  called  into  the  field  in  twelve 
months,  then  other  officers  to  be  detailed  for  the 
same  duty  aud  relieve  them ;  and,  if  called  into 
the  field,  to  be  relieved,  on  returning,  after  the 
tour  of  duty  was  performed.    Such  a  corps,  as 
abovementioned,  would  be  more  efficient  than 
double  their  numbers,  detached  in  the  usual  man- 
ner; it  would  take  from  this  State  about  six  thou- 
sand men,  officers  included,  which  is  nearly  our 
proportion  of  two  hundred  thousand  men  from 
the  United  States,  making  the  last  detail  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  our  guide.    In  respect  to  arm- 
ing the  militia  by  the  General  Governnient,  I 
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iianDOt  believe  it  expedient  in  any  point  of  view. 
If  the  public  should  be  williDg  to  place  their  arms 
in  the  hands  of  the  soldiery,  they  would,  under 
every  care  which  would  be  taken,  be  nearly  ren- 
dered useless  in  a  very  short  period.  If  they 
should  be  placed  under  the  care  of  the  officers, 
they  would  soon  be  destroyed  with  rost,  without 
a  regular  armorer  to  lake  care  of  them;  if  they 
should  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  men  on  their 
responsibility,  they  would  be  sold  by  them  in 
many  instances,  and  loaned,  and  used  for  gunning 
in  others,  and,  I  have  no  doubt  might  b6  consid- 
ered a  total  loss  in  five  years ;  besides,  if  the  pub- 
lic were  to  furnish  arms  for  the  militia,  the  arms 
now  in  tur  country,  and  many  of  them  very  fine 
pieces,  would  be  totally  neglected,  which  are  now 
kept  in  some  kind  of  order  by  the  owners,  while 
they  are  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  taking 
care  of  their  property,  and  that,  pos^ibly,  they 
may  be  called  to  take  the  field,  and  hazard  their 
lives  on  the  goodness  of  their  arms.  I  should 
consider  a  magazine  in  each  State,  supplied  with 
field  pieces,  arms,  and  ammunition,  and  all  the 
equipments  necessary  for  a  thousand  men,  and 
under  the  care  of  a  suitable  man  paid  for  the  pur- 
pose, more  to  be  relied  on  than  a  supply  fbr  three 
thousand,  dt«alt  out  to  the  men,  or  placed  undet 
the  care  of  militia  ofiicers,  at  the  close  of  every 
training  day.  If  our  liberties  are  worth  preserv- 
ing, and  we  will  not  pay  enlisted  troops  to  pre- 
serve them,  we  must  be  willing  to  pay  a  little  out 
of  the  common  stock,  to  support  a  system  which 
is  relied  on  as  a  substitute,  i  have  no  confidence 
in  the  mod^  of  detaching  the  milhia,  as  heretofore 
practised  by  our  Government ;  I  presume  it  has 
been  calculated  for  its  effect  abroad,  but  you  may 
rest  assured  its  effects  have  been  confined  to  oar- 
selves — we  have  been  imposed  on — we  have  relied 
on  the  militia ;  without  this  detachment  we  should 
have  considered  ourselves  neglected,  but  I  firmly 
believe  our  country  has  obtained,  by  the  different 
detachments,  nothing  but  the  expense.  You  can- 
not find  an  Kuropean  officer,  and  but  few  Amer- 
ican officers,  who  hold  the  militia  it)  much  esti- 
mation ;  they  do  not  respect  them,  only  as  they 
hold  an  enemy  in  bay  for  a  moment,  until  other 
troops  may  be  called  in. 

It  is  our  parsimony  which  makes  us  too  highly 
estimate  militia ;  if  the  militia  were  more  expen- 
sive than  enlisted  troops,  there  in  not  an  Ameri- 
can but  would  reprobate  the  idea.  Having  re- 
marked on  each  of  the  points  mentioned  in  your 
letter,  I  shall  lake  the  liberty  to  remark  on  the 
act  of  1793,  the  consideration  of  which  gave  rise 
to  your  letter. 

The  first  section,  which  respecta  enrolling  the 
Inhabitants,  I  wish  to  see  altered  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  embrace  all  above  the  age  of  sixteen 
and  under  forty  years  of  affe.  The  experience  I 
had,  in  the  year  1777,  of  the  exertions  of  our 
light  infantry  company,  which  was  composed 
generally  of  lads  under  eighteen,  and  some  under 
sixteen,  sali^fied  me  fully  that,  for  nearly  all  and 
every  service,  the  lads  at  sixteen  were  as  much 
to  be  relied  on  as  those  above  that  age.  On  the 
approach  of  atitioo  they  were  always  hi  spirits. 


calculating  on  the  honor  they  shoiiM  aeqoin.  1 
bad  rather  risk  my  repatatioa  on  the  nm» 
by  the  class  of  young  men,  from  sixiceo  to  twa- 
ty,  than  on  all  those  above  that  age.  The  yoof 
court  danger  from  motives  of  honor  and  ioTeaif 
country  combined;  the  elder  ehiss,  on  tbtip 
proach  of  danger,  are  ruminating  oa  their  win) 
and  children  ;  the  bodily  strength  of  those  at 
sixteen  is  equal  to  all  the  doties  ordiDiriiy in- 
quired to  be  performed  by  militia;  tbejriril.'kr 
more  ambitious  in  their  acqairtog  the  ase  of 
arms,  and  Inying  the  foundation  for  pronKrficc 
which  those  with  families,  and  more  adrascrt 
in  life,  hold  in  much  less  estimatioo.  Iq  w 
Northern  States,  our  military  days  of  parade  irt 
generally  considered  holiday^  and  the  class  of 
citizens  from  sixteen  to  eighteen  are  aiviT! 
found  about  the  parade,  and  their  amoyenenui] 
laborious  as  the  duties  of  a  soldier,  and  frequeBtlj 
more  injurious  to  their  health  and  morab.  B? 
embodying  all  able  bodied,  from  sixieeo  toeiski- 
een,  will,  in  this  State,  i  presume,  add  qwM 
if  not  one-third,  to  the  number  of  militia. 
.  I  think  the  notice  of  six  months  to  be«{ajpfe(i 
ought  to  be  given  before  the  person  arriresiifiie 
age  of  sixteen,  so  as  to  be  obliged  to  dodsif  t: 
(hat  time;  and  I  humbly  conceive,  that  if  dx 
law  required  no  notice  to  be  given  b^  the  nicer 
enrolling,  it  would  not  be  a  hardship;  Tor  it  is 
universally  known  by  the  boys  amoogosvlteii 
they  are  to  be  enrolled  fbr  doty.  I  am  aotrfrr 
tenacious  of  that  part  of  the  law  which  reqftiR 
the  men  to  furnish  thetnaeW^  and  carry  tber 
ammonitioo  to  thcf  field ;  if,  on  ati  emerftcr 
they  could  receive  ammunition  from  sooeeoB- 
moQ  stock,  m'ore  reliaiice  couki  be  placed  on  tter 
being  proper! v  furnished  than  in  the  pre*Bt 
mode.  I  think  no  exemptions  ought  to  beai^ 
from  militia  doty,  but  by  aet  of  Coogresi,n^ 
chat  such  list  of  exemptions  ought  DOtroefl- 
brace  so  large  a  class  of  eiiizens  as  at  ftt!^^ 
By  so  many  exemptions,  the  militia  doifiJ ren- 
dered less  popular,  and  the  exempts  are  fT^ 
quently  those  very  ebaraeters  who  woold  ibs^ 
the  best  officers.  Every  man  whose  public ^itr 
will  permit  him  to  do  military  daiy,todisoe(iff 
forty  years  of  age,  I  could  wish  to  see  beeooei 
citizen  soldier,  while  the  defence  of  oar  mm 
is  entrusted  to  the  militia.  If  yon  will  coasn: 
to  embody  those  citizens  from  sixteen  toeigbtees, 
I  firmly  believe  you  may  enlarge  yoorcomfanir 
to  one  hundred,  without  extending  their  lioiii^ 
and  1  can  see  no  ineonvenienee  resoltiog  f(^ 
such  an  enlargfement;  it  will  exeite  moreeooli' 
tlon  among  the  officers.  I  think  brigade  fonj^ 
should  uniformly  be  taken  from  the  iioe « 
captains,  and  should  have  no  additional  rm 
thereby;  ttll  other  staff  officers,  for  the  bt'^P^ 
or  regiments,  should  be  taken  from  the  eotoOfi' 
sioned  officers;  indeed,  I  would  tHo^Dos»3 
officer,  except  aides-de-camp  and  (be  adiiiti9| 
and  qaarterraaster  general,  and  their  suff  «» 
hospital  officers,  to  be  taken  from  those  ootlii"' 
to  military  duty,  and  I  would  restrain  tht*^' 
ment  of  surgeons  and  sorgeoBS*  mate*  to  r^ 
lar  bred  tieeoaed  physkiain  end  sargedfiJ^sfl"'* 
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lose  above  —  ytfdrs  of  srge.  ft  Is  highljr  ex- 
pptioDable,  in  my  view,  to  have  such  appoint- 
lents  made  from  favoritism ;  I  have  vnowA 
3ine  appointments  to  those  imporrant  offices, 
lade  from  boys  under  eighteen  years  of  age, 
rhom  I  would  not  have  entrusted  to  oped  a  vein 
r  extract  a  tooth.  It  is  worse  than  murder  to 
mploy  and  depend  on  such  creatures  to  attend 
le  sick  and  wounded  defenders  of  their  country, 
rhen  called  to  the  field. 

Instead  of  the  uniform,  in  any  instance,  to  be 
?guiated  bv  the  brigadiers,  as  in  the  third  sec- 
ion,  1  would  have  it  established  by  Congress, 
lat,  when  the  mililia  of  the  different  States  are 
ailed  to  perform  service  together^  they  may  be 
)  uaiform. 

If  the  uniform  should  be  e^tahliahed  by  Con- 
fess, to  take  place  at  a  shdrt  future  periqd,  I 
are  no  doubt  the  troops  would  be  completely 
lad  in  the  course  of  two  years,  if  not  rn  one ; 
nd,  having  one  fixed  uniform,  would  be  attended 
rith  economy.  The  State  and  regimental  colors, 
lemiooed  in  the  fifth  section,  I  would  have  pro- 
ided  from  the  funds  of  the  regiment,  Into  which, 
s  a  fund,  I  would  have  paid  all  fines  collected 
)r  absence  on  days  of  muster  or  review,  and  the 
iTDS  paid  for  exemptions  from  militia  duty  be- 
)re  suggested,  and  all  other  fines;  attd  I  think, 
fbeoever  a  regiment  is  under  arms,  thf  cotonelj 
r  commanding  officer,  should  possess  power  to 
iflict  fines  on  those  who  absent  themselves,  after 
le  muster  has  commenced,  or  for  improper  con- 

Qct,  to  the  amount  of dollars.    Conflne- 

kcnt  on  such  a  day  is  not  a  pleasant  mode  to  be 
tlopted,  with  soiiie  of  Chose  liable  to  do  duty, 
rhose  feelings  are  not  ali^e  to  such  ponit^hment. 
at  would  f^el  the  effects  of  a  fine.  It  should 
B  left  optional  with  the  commandant  to  fine, 
dnfine,  or  both.  To  the  duties  of  an  adjutant 
eneral  in  each  State,  I  would  antaex  ^he  duties 
r  inspeetdr  general,  and  make  it  his  duty  per- 
)oally  to  inspect  the  troops,  (taking  to  his  aid, 
*hile  inspecting  each  brigade,  the  brigade  nda- 
)r8of  such  brigades  feapectivety.)  He  ought  to 
famine  e^ery  article  required  bv  taw  to  be  part 
f  the  e^luipment,  the  ability  of  the  horses  be- 
mging  to  th6  cavalry,  and  occasionally  to  exer- 
ise  the  troops,  if  he  de^ms  it  expedient  and  ne* 
essary.  To  this  officer,  from  whom  I  would 
squire  so  much  duty,  I  would  have  annexed  a 
ompensation  sufficient  to  call  into  such  service 
aitable  persons  to  perform  the  duty.  I  do  not 
azard  anything,  in  my  opinion,  when  I  say  that 
lore  can  and  will  be  effected  by  such  an  Officer 
}  make  your  militia  efficient,  and  be  constantly 
1  readiness  for  service,  than  from  any  other 
ause  whatever.  No  proviMon  is  made  by  the 
iw  of  1793  for  furnishing  field  artillery ;  I  ask 
ou  whether  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State  to  furnish 
ipces  for  their  militia  when  called  out  of  the 
date?  and  whose  duty  it  in  to  furnish  horses  to 
rag  the  artillery,  when  detached,  and  to  find 
mmonition,  &c.;  and  whether  the  respective 
Itates  would  permit  their  brass  pietes  to  be  re- 
loved  out  of  the  State  without,  or  with,  a  pfo- 
uion  for  payment  in  ease  of  lossei  ?    Thia  sial>- 


jeet  may  be  worth  consf  deration,  and,  if  the  pieces 
are  damaged,  whose  duty  is  it  to  repair  them  ? 
I  think  that,  whenever  a  fine  is  placed  on  a  man 
by  a  military  tribunal  having  cognizance  of  the 
criihe,  it  should  nut  be  within  another  tribunal 
to  re-examine  and  review — many  of  our  officers 
nepflecc  laying  fines,  more  through  fear  of  a  law* 
^uit  than  from  a  willingness  to  neglect  their  duty. 
I  would  have  all  fines  laid  by  the  company  offi- 
cers reported  to  the  field  officers,  who  should  com- 
pose a  court,  to  review  and  judge  of  the  pro- 
priety of  collection,  or  remitting,  and  their  judg- 
ment should  not  be  reviewed  or  reversed  by  any 
civil  court.  If  a  roan,  by  his  aget  is  liable  to  be 
enrolled  in  the  first  instance,  (until  he  arrives  at 
the  age  of  exemption,)  he  shall  have  no  other 
trrbunal  before  whom  he  may  bring  his  claim, 
but  the  board  of  field  officers.  If  Congress  should 
leave  to  the  respective  States  to  make  exemp- 
tions, they  ought  to  provide  that  the  person  who 
had  been  dismissed,  or  exempted  from  militia 
duty  in  his  native  State,  or  place  of  residence,  for 
servicea  which  he  had  performed  as  an  officer  in 
the  line  or  stafi*,  should  not  be  liable  to  be  en- 
Folled  in  another  State,  to  which  he  may  remove, 
provided  he  p^roduces  evidence  of  his  former  ser- 
vice and  exemptions.  A  person  who  may  have 
served  as  a  staff  officer  in  Connecticut,  is,  by  the 
law  of  New  York,  liable  to  do  duty  in  the  ranks, 
if  he  moves  into  that  State,  which  ought  not  to 
be  tite  case.    Courtesy  dictates  otherwise. 

The  manner  of  appointing  officers  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  roilitra  iii  this  State,  and,  perhaps, 
in  many  otlier  States,  is  a  subject  Mfhich  I  doubt 
whether  the  United  States  would  think  expedi- 
ent to  meddle  with.  It  is  one  of  those  points  re- 
specting which  advocates  may  be  found  for  and 
against  reg[ulating  the  same ;  out.  if  it  should  be 
thought  within  ihe  Constitution,'  and  expedient 
to  meddle  With  the  subject,  a  question  will  artse, 
whether  the  appointment  of  commissioned  and 
non-commissioned  officers  to  companies  may  not 
be  placed  in  better  hands  than  in  the  hands  of 
the  soldiers?  But,  as  it  is  doubtful  in  my  mind 
exactly  where  the  Constitution  intended  to  limit 
the  arrangement  of  the  militia,  by  the  word  or* 
ffonizt^  and  as  talking  the  appointmedt  of  the 
officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  from  the 
soldiers,  is  rather  aristocratic  and  anti-republican, 
I  will  not  extend  my  remarks  on  that  subject. 
Permit  me  to  suggest  that  the  bestowment  of  rank 
by  brevet  to  persons  not  in  the  line,  was  a  source 
of  inconvenience  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
requires  great  caution  and  care.  Having  so 
largely  remarked  on  the  subject  of  the  militia  as 
1  have  done,  you  will  permit  me  to  observe,  that 
I  have  not  prepared  che  same  for  criticism;  I 
hare  suggested  my  Jdeas  with  freedom  to  yoCi  as 
a  friend,  and  in  compliance  With  your  request; 
I  hope  they  will  not  be  exposed  to  much  inspec- 
tion but  by  my  friend.  The  gentlemen  who  com* 
pose  the  military  commiitee  are  unknown  to  me, 
but  presume  they  are  strangers,  and  will  not 
hi^hlv  appreciate  my  remarks;  but  to  you  1  sub- 
mit t&em.      I  am,  with  mueh  esteem,  dbc. 

EBEN.  HUNTINGTON. 
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Tr£KTon,  December  9.  1809. 

Sir:  I  do  not  presume  1  can  add  to  the  iofor- 
roaiion  of  an  officer  of  your  experience;  it  is, 
howevpr,  proper  to  pay  resspeciful  atieniioQ  to 
the  ^ubject  of  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
write  on  the.  20ih  (received  the  26ih)  instant. 
You  will,  therefore,  please  accept  of  the  follow- 
ing answers  given  to  your  questions  relative  to 
the  organization  of  the  railitia  of  the  United 
States,  as  the  result  of  my  observations: 

Fir^t.  How  are  your  dragoon  and  artillery 
corps  formed  ? 

Answer.  Previous  to  the  Western  expedition, 
in  1794,  the  companies  of  cavalry  and  artillery, 
in  New  Jersey,' were  attached  to  the  regiments 
within  whose  bounds  they  were  formed. 

Besides,  a  brigade  of  upwards  of  l,50a  infan- 
try, incluaing  two  compRnies  of  artillery  thereto 
attached,  in  requisition,  537  cavalry  marched  as 
volunteers  to  rittNburg.  Governor  Howell  ap- 
pointed General  White,  then  Adjutant  General 
of  New  Jersey,  to  the  command  of  the  cavalry, 
arranged  in  squadrons  under  the  command  of 
senior  captains.  The  like  formation  into  squad- 
rons was  made  of  the  cavalry  of  Pennsylvania 
by  Governor  Mifflin. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  cavalry  to  New  Jersey, 
application  was^made  to  the  Legislature,  and  by 
the  militia  law  of  New  Jersey  were  formed  into 
ten  squadrons,  making  five  regiments,  and  com- 
posed one  brigade,  under  the  command  of  a  brig- 
adier general,  five  lieutenant  colonels,  and  ten 
majors,  and  have  so  continued. 

The  artillery  of  the  State  was  also  formed  into 
two  battalions,  making  one  regiment,  and  offi- 
cered accordingly. 

It  was  found  absolutely  necessary  to  organize 
such  a  body  of  cavalry  as  hve  hundred  into  squad- 
rons and  regiments,  for  subordination  and  dis- 
cipline. 

It  will,  therefore,  be  advisable,  as  well  for  the 
sake  of  uiiiformity  throughout  the  United  ^ates 
as  for  their  better  military  regulation  and  discip-^ 
line,  to  direct  the  organization  of  the  cavalry  in 
squadrons  and  regiments.  It  will  be  more  satis- 
fttciory  where  the  cavalry  have  been  thus  organ- 
ized, and  prevent  offence  by  their  being  reduced. 

Second.  What  inconvenience  would  result 
from  limiting  the  shortest  period  of  service  to  a 
commissioned  officer? 

Answer.  It  would  be  an  improvement  of  the 
militia  law  of  the  United  States  to  restrain  the 
resignation  of  officers  until  they  shall  have  served 
seven  years,  unless  in  cases  of  necessity;  and, 
after  service  of  seven  years,  to  be  exempted  from 
service  in  the  ranks,  nevertheless,  to  be  embodied 
and  mustertfd  with  the  senior  class. 

There  are  no  exempts  in  New  Jersey  but  those 
exempted  by  the  militia  law  of  the  United  States. 
If  an  officer  resigns,  he  miLst  return  to  the  ranks 
or  be  fined. 

Third.  What  are  tlie  objections  to  embodying 
a  corps  of  between  the  ages  of  forty  five  and 
sixty  ? 

Answer.  There  is  no  reasonable  objection. 
The  militia  law  of  the  United  Suies  ought  to 


require  the  muster  of  all  able-bodied  men.  1x- 
tween  the  ages  of  forty-five  and  sixty,  for  reriev, 
properly  armed,  but  not  to  perform  military  dstj, 
only  in  case  of  invasion;  nor  to  be  required  id 
march  out  of  the  Stale;  to  be  deoomiaated  ik 
Senior  Corps,  or  Senior  CUsji,  of  militia. 

Permit  me  here  to  ask,  what  objeciioos  csobe 
made  to  class  minors,  between  the  ages  of  &ii- 
teen  and  twenty-one? 

These  youths  to  put  on  their  frocks,  or  olbet 
regimentals,  and  be  exercised  in  thetr  serenl 
towns,  two  nours  before  sunset,  on  the  last  Satur- 
day in  April,  May,  June.  July,' August,  tad  Sep- 
tember, under  officers  above  the  age  of  tweoif- 
one. 

Great  complaints  are  made  in  New  Jersey  bf 
parents  and  masters  having  their  childreo  zd 
apprentices  put  in  requisition.  In  many  cases, 
inability  to  equip,  pay  fines,  d&c,  which  operates 
as  a  heavy  tax  on  poor  parents,  and  panic olarlf 
on  mechanics,  who  have  from  five  to  iwenly  ap- 
prentices. I  wish  to  see  such  a  corps  well  dis- 
ciplined in  their  non-age. 

There  was  some  objection  made  to  the  enroli- 
ing  of  minors  when  this  business  of  classiica- 
tion,  between  twenty-one  and  twenty-six,  m 
before  Congress,  in  1806.  Yet  I  hafe  mts 
heard  of  a  Constitutional  objection  agaiast  mt 
part  of  the  present  militia  law  of  the  Coued 
States,  which  directs  the  enrolment  of  those  wao 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  arrive  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years.  And  why  not  enrol  mioorsoT 
sixteen,  as  well  as  those  of  eighteen,  &c.  If  i( 
is  unconstitutional  in  any  of  the  Sutes  to  eorcl 
minors,  what  becomes  of  those  between  ei^tees 
and  twenty-one?  If  the  objection  arises  froai 
the  Constitution  of  any  of  the  States,  od  accoaai 
of  the  appointment  ot  the  officers  to  comBua^ 
minors,  this  can  be  accommodated  in  those  Suia 
by  incorporating  the  minor  with  the  senior eiaa» 
and  let  the  seniors  exclusively'  elect  the  oicets 
to  command  both  classes. 

There  ought  be  some  amelioration  mideia 
favor  of  those  between  eighteen  and  tweoty-^^^ 
as  to  the  equipments,  fines,  penalties,  aod  i^ic* 
ularly  on  requisitions  of  the  Government 

The  Junior  Corps,  cf  course,  will  be  those  be- 
tween twenty-one  and  forty-live,  compose  ii« 
great  body  and  active  militia  force  of  the  caiioD; 
be  put  in  requisition  as  heretofore,  to  march  out 
of  the  State,  d£.c. ;  nor  do  I  wish  to  see  ihi:> corps 
paralyzed  by  the  classification  of  men  betweea 
twenty-one  and  twenty-five,  as  has  beeo  pro- 
posed. 

Fourth.  What  are  your  objections  agaio^ 
classing  the  militia,  so  that  the  burden  of  active 
duty  shall  fall  on  men  between  the  ages  of  twee- 
ty-one  and  twenty-five  years? 

Answer.  Doubts  are  entertained: 

I.  Whether  this  would  not  infringe  the  Co&sii- 
tution  of  the  United  States,  article  ooe.  secii<» 
eighth,  page  sixteen,  '*  reserving  totbeSutes,rej 
spectiveiy,  the  appointment  of  the  officers,  loj 
the  authority  of  training  the  militia,"  &c  Aoj 
the  article  of  amendment  to  the  Coosiiiotioo  oi 
the  United  States, '<  a  well  regulated  miiiii«^ 
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JDg  Decei^sary  to  the  security  of  a  free  State,  tfa^ 
^  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  shall 
not  be  infringed." 

Although  Isiocerelv  wish  this  reservation  and 
sroendment  were  striclceD  oQt  of  the  Coostitorion 
of  the  United  States,  yet,  while  they  remain,  no 
good,  energetic,  general,  dniform,  national  sys* 
tern  of  organization,  of  the  noilitia  of  the  United 
Slates,  can  be  effected.  In  the  Administration 
of  President  Adams,  it  was  alleged  that  the  act 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  raise  a  provisional  arrov,  passed  22d  May,  1796, 
particularly  section  3.  and  the  supplementary  act 
thereto  of  22d  June,  1796,  were  iofiingemencsof 
these  articles  of  the  Constitution  of  tne  United 
States,  inasmuch  as  it  was  unconstitational — 

1st.  To,  separate  a  part  of  the  militia  within 
the  State. 

2d.  Exempted  these  volunteer  corps,  while 
within  the  State,  from  the  government  of  the 
militia  laws  of  the  State. 

3d.  The  appointment  of  the  officers  by  the 
President. 

II.  The  impolicy  of  such  a  corps  at  this  time: 

1st.  It  would  deranffe,  at  one  stroke,  the  sys- 
tem of  organization  of  the  militia  of  the  several 
States,  adopted  near  eighteen  years,  under  the 
militia  law  of  the  United  States. 

2d.  It  would  annul,  or  operate  as  a  repeal  of 
the  several  militia  laws  of  the  United  States, 
passed  in  conformity  to  the  law  of  the  United 
States,  of  8th  May,  1792. 

3d.  It  Would  require  at  least  a  year  for  the 
pas.MDg  of  the  militia  laws,  in  the  several  States, 
conforming  to  the  proposed  alteration,  and  per- 
haps some  of  the  States  would  not  concur. 

4th.  The  extended  residence  of  men,  between 
twenty-one  and  twenty-six,  in  the  country,  will 
make  their  assembling,  for  exercise,  dbc.,  very 
bardensome  and  unequal  with  those  in  the  ciiie» 
and  populous  parts  of  the  United  States. 

5th.  The  exercise  under  officers  (as  it  must  be) 
of  their  own  choice,  will  not  improve  these  corps 
in  military  knowledge  better  than  the  great  body 
of  the  militia  under  the  present  system. 

6th.  It  will  be  an  insupportable  expense  to 
allow  this  select  corps  pay  and  rations. 

7ih.  It  will  weaken  the  natural  defeace  of  the 
nation,  composed  of  the  great  body  of  the  people, 
by  placing  entire  dependence  on  this  select  corps. 

8ih.  Ill  requisitions,  substitutes  are  usually  obr 
tained  of  the  poorer  classes  of  men  above  twenty- 
six,  and,  indeed,  many  only  ^'fit  food  for  powder 
and  ball."  If  these  select  corps  are  estaolisfaed, 
the  nation  cannot  be  purified  of  these  gross  ma- 
terials above  twenty-six. 

If  such  corps  should  be  selected,  and  separated 
from  the  militia,  to  allow  them  rations  would  be 
sQffieieni,  to  be  exercised  by  their  officers,  under 
the  direction  and  inspection  of  an  inspector  in 
each  State,  distinguished  for  military  acquire- 
toenis;  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States. 

Fifth.  Would  it  be  advisable  for  the  Oovern- 
inent  to  arm  the  militia  7 

Answer.  That  article  of  the  Coostittition  of 
the  United  States, respc^cling  the  militia,  expressly 


directs,  that  Congress  shall  *^  provide  for  arming" 
the  militia.  They  have  not  done  it.  The  Na- 
tional Legislature  have  neglected  whtit  they  ought 
have  done  the  moment  it  was  in  their  power,  to 
have  apportioned  arms,  accoutrements,  d^.,  to 
the  amount,  at  least,  of  one-sixth  of  the  number 
of  the  enrolled  militia;  estabii>hed  arsenals  for 
their  preservation,  with  magazinesof  powder  and 
ball,  and  camp  equipage,  Scjo,  -  But,  instead  of 
doing  this.  Congress,  by  tbeii  militia  law  of  1793^ 
order  every  eitizen  enrolled  to  provide  himself 
with  arms,  d^c,  and  in  ^^^^  years  require  all  mus- 
kets to  have  bores  sufficient  for  balls  of  the  eigh- 
teenth part  of  a  pound.  The  Legislatures  of 
some  of  the  States  have  passed  militia  laws  di- 
recting this  to  be  done.  '  Seventeen  )rears  have 
elapsed,  and  it  has  not  been  effected,  it  is  believed, 
by  any  State  in  the  Union.  In  New  Jersey,  only 
one  regiment  have  (from  fines  collected  from  the 
Ctuakers  within  its  bounds)  piirchased  six*  hun- 
dred stand  of  arms  and  accoutrements. 

The  supply  of  arms,  ammunition,  camp  equi- 
page, arsenals,  dbc,  in  every  State,  ready  for  the 
militia,  particularly  for  one-sixth  thereof,  being, 
perhaps,  sufficient  fbr  any  requisition  of  the 
United  States,  would  give  spirit  and  confidence 
to  the  great  body  of  the  militia. 

The  amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  ^ 
United  States,  cited,  secures  "  the  right  of  the 
people  to  keep  and  bear  arms ;"' nor  will  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  ur  the  rights  of 
the  States,  or  of  the  people,  be  infringed,  and  I 
am  very  confident  not  endangered*,  if  the  concur- 
rent authority  of  the  National  Government  is 
exercised  to  provide  arms,  establish  magazines, 
dbc,  and  to  arm,  indeed,  the  great  body  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  States. 

Sixth.  Would  it  be  advisable  to  call  out  any 
portion  of  the  militia,  yearly,  to  take  the  field; 
and,  if  so,  on  what  principle  would  it  be  advisa- 
ble to  adopt  such  a  system  ? 

Answer.  Before  this  can  be  done  to  any  advan- 
tage, arms,  accoutrements,  tents,  and  camp  equi- 
page must  be  furnished  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States;  after  the  National  Legislature 
shall  have  provided  and  delivered  into  the  maga- 
zines established  in  every  State,  sufficient  for  a 
requisition  of,  say,  100,000  men,  to  be  enrolled 
for  three  years'  service,  from  the  junior  class  of 
militia,  that  is,  between  twenty  one  and  forty- 
five,  according  to  the  quotas  of  the  several  States, 
who  shall  meet  once  a  year  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
arsenal,  and  perform,  for  fifteen  days,  all  the  du- 
ties incident  to  a  camp,  to  be  exercised  by  their 
officers,  and  inspected  by  their  respective  Slate 
adjutant  general,  who  will  perform  similar  duties 
to  those  prescribed  in  the  sixth  section  of  the 
militia  law  of  the  United  States. 

Neither  officers  or  men  to  receive  pay,  but  to 
be  furnished  with  rations  and  clothing,  of  a  frock, 
pantaloons,  dec.,  from  the  magazines,  to  be  re- 
turned on  breaking  up  the  camp,  dbc. 

Seventh.  What  are  the  prominent  defects  of 
the  present  system? 

Answer.  The  answer  to  this  question  has  beetle 
in  a  manner,  anticipated  by  the  observations  al- 
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t(Mj  made,  partieoiBrljr  respe<ftiDfr  the  neglect 
of  the  Govern cneDt  of  the  Uoited  States  in  not 
making  provision  to  sapplf  arms,  tents,  d&e.;  es^ 
tablishinp magazines  in  the  several  States;  for 
the  making  ormilttia  laws  will  not  avail  without 
atms,  ammunition,  camp  equipage,  ^C,  ready  to 
ta^e  the  field. 

Whetlier  the  classifieation  of  the  senior  and 
minor,  or  either  of  these  corps,  be  adopted;  that, 
in  preference  to  the  proposed  select  corps,  be- 
tween twenty-one  and  i  wentr-gix,  the  junior  corps 
of  men,  between  eighteen  and  foriy-five,  or  twen 
ty-one  and  forty-five,  be  pat  in  requisition,  with- 
out discritstnation,  whenever  a  call  is  made  by 
the  Qjvernment. 

The  returns  of  militia  being  very  incorrect,  the 


quotas  OD  the  several  States  ought  to  lie  accord- 
ing to  the  representation  iu  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  Congress. 

I  beg  leave  to  suggest,  here,  that  the  lawts 
take  the  census  provides  for  the  eoatneratioQ  of 
all  males  under  sixteen;  between  ^^ixteen  a&l 
twenty-one;  between  twenty-one  and  forty-fivej 
and  between  the  a^es  of  forty-five  and  sixty ;  aed 
from  sitty  upwards;  at  any  rate,  of  the  number 
of  males  between  eighteen  and  forty-§ve,  if  the 
present  militia  system  shall  be  contiooed. 

Sincerely  wishing  you  health,  and  many  n- 
turns  of  this  season  of  joy  and  festivity,  1  aa, 
very  respectfully,  your  mo^t  obedient  serVa Df, 

JOSBPtr  BLOOMPIBLD. 

Hon.  Col.  B.  Talumaooe. 


MILITARY  AND  NAVAL  EXPENSES. 

[Connmunicated  to  the  Houae  of  Repteaentativea,  April  S,  1810.] 

Tbbasdbt  Dbpabtmbnt.  April  Z.  1810. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honors  ia  obedienoe  to  the  resolution  of  the  Houae  of  Representatives  of  t&e 
31st  ultimo,  to  transmit  a  statement  of  the  annual  amount  of  expenditure,  in  reiaiion  to  the  Militify 
and  Naval  Establishments,  from  the  ith  of  March,  1789.  to  the  end  of  the  year  1609. 

The  sums  paid  for  military  pensions,  and  for  the  Indian,  department,  are  not  included  ia  the 
statement;  but  it  embraces  all  other  eipenses,  inelufding  these  for  fortifications,  aroasiy  and  ^li- 
tarir  stores,  pure haae  of  navy  yards,  and  building  of  reasels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
the  Hon.  the  Spb akbb  of  the  A  of  R. 


A  Btatemeni  exhibiting  the  gros9  annuo/  amoim^  ^ ea^pendt Aire. m  rdaJtum  ia  ikeMUiiarymd 
Naval  EBtablishmentM,  from  theUhoJ  March,  1789,  totkemdrfthe  year  180d. 


- 

Years. 

* 

MiUtary  Establish. 

Naval  Establish. 

Totat 

meoL 

menL 

FVom  March 

4,  1789, 

to  December 

31,  1791 

$6SS,804  03 

_ 

«6383M6» 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1793 

1,1C3,038  47 

— 

1,103,038  47 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1793 

1,132^443  91 

— 

1,138,443  91 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1794 

3,589,097  59 

$61,408  97 

3,650,506  d( 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1796 

8,432,385  81 

410,563  03 

3,833,947  81 

Do; 

do. 

do. 

1796 

1,246,337  83 

874,784  04 

1,581,111  84 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1797 

1,008,399  04 

383,631  89 

1,384,990  93 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1798 

1,989,098  39 

1,381,347  76 

3,381.040  15 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1799 

3,405,669  17 

8,858,081  84 

5,363.751  01 

Do. 

dow 

do. 

1800 

3,517,409  99 

3,448,716  08 

5,966,136  OS 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1801 

1,600,944  08 

8,Ul44M  00 

S.71 3,368  m 

Do. 

dKh 

dow 

1803 

1,179,148  85 

915,810  87 

8«094v9i0  IS 

Do. 

do* 

do. 

1803 

883,065  85 

1,346,317  89 

8,068,873  71 

Do. 

do. 

do« 

1804 

875,933  93 

1,373,860  86 

S,I49.784  18 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1805 

713,781  38 

1,597,500  00 

!M10,881» 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1806 

1,324,355  85 

1,649,641  44 

8^873,906  61 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1807 

1,888,685  91 

1,788,064  47 

3,010,750  98 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1808 

3,900,834  40 

1,884,067  80 

4,784,903  91 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1809 

3,345,772  17 

8,427,758  80 

5,773,530  97 

' 

930,^1,660  47 

$23,645,979  08 

$54,587,648  5$ 

TxaAsvaT  Dspmairxxxt,  lUgiatet^t  Ojfiee,  AjHrii  3,  IBIO. 


S09tPB  NOURSE,  Regiitm'. 
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MORTALinr  OF  TROOPS  AT  NEW  ORLEANS. 

[GoBmanicited  to  Uie  Houae,  April  27,  1810.] 

Mr.  Nbvton, fromtlieeoiaaiitteetiii obedieoce 
to  A  resoiuiion  which  passed  the  Hoove  of  Kepre- 
•entiitires  of  the  Uotied  Stale:*,  od  the  (birteeoih 
of  March  last,  iostructiog  tbena  to  inquire  into 
the  cause  or  eauses  of  the  great  mortality  io  the 
detacbmeac  of  the  Array  of  the  Uoited  States^ 
ordered  for  the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  subi&itt^ 
the  fullowing  report : 

The  committee  peroej^ed,  tt  the  instant  their 
attention  was  directed  to  the  subject  referred  (o 
tbem,  its  imporunee,  difficulty,  and  extent.  The 
solicitude  which  wan  expressed  for  the  oc^aiaitkio 
of  aoeurate  informatioo,  and  the  manner  in  which 
the  inquiries  of  the  committee  were  poinded  to  a 
specific  abject,  stimulated  ihem  to  rolIU,  to  the 
utmost  of  their  power,  the  expectation  and  desire 
of  the  House.  In  perform  tng  the  diKtes  asai^ed 
to  them,  they  necesarily  had  many  difficnlties  to 
eacoonter ;  these  eonsisted  in-  coUeeting,  colla- 
ting, and  arran^ag  a  mnliilade  of  facts  and  cir- 
curosiances  w^idi  had  their  origin  in  a  diataat 
Territory,  and  the  dissimilar  aspects  in  which  ibe 
same  object  woold  be  repfesented,  according  to 
the  medium  through  which  it  had  been  aeen. 
Nut  discouraged  at  tbe  prbspeet  of  such  labors, 
they  proceeded  to  commence  them  with  e?ery  dis- 
position, and  with  all  tbe  patience  so  essenual  lo 
iasiBre  a  fair,  eaadid,  atid  impartial  disclosure  of 
the  state  of  the  detachment  of  the  Army  ordered 
to  New  Orleans.  To  accomplish  a  purpose  every 
wa^r  so  desirable  and  interesting,  and  likewise  to 
obviate  object  ions,  the  committee,  on  aatufe  de* 
liberation  and  reflection,  determined  to  make  a 
plain  and  succinct  statement  of  facts,  as  the 
Bteihod  beat  calculated  to  im^rt  laformaiion, 
and  to  gfuide  the  understanding  in  ibe  formation 
of  a  correct  judgment. 

In  pttrsuiiig  ibis  plan,  ^bich  the  coaimittee 
early  laid  down  for  tneir  observance,  ihey  are  led 
lo  preaent  to  the  House,  in  a  aarrow.  compass,  the 
correspondence  which  passed  between  the  De- 
partment^of  IVar  sod  tne  commaading  officer. 

Next  in  order,  the  number  of  troops  sent  to 
New  Orleans,  and  the  preaent  effective  force. 

The  roeaioires  taken  for  pacing  tbe  itoops,  and 
the  precautions  obyer red  for  insuring  a  proflipt 
•apply  of  sound  and  wholesome  provisions  for 
tbeir  subsistence. 

The  instructions  given  to  the  military  agent 
by  the  Department  of  War,  and  the  authority  in- 
vested in  the  commanding  oSi:er  over  the  mili- 
tary agent,  as  gathered  from  the  instructions. 
Under  this  head  will  be  included  whatever  relates 
(0  rlothtng  and  medical  and  hospital  stores. 

The  depositions  taken  by  the  eommitteew 

Lastly,  the  causes  which,  in  the  opinion  of  fhe 
committee,  produced  the  mortality  in  that  detach* 
taentof  the  Army. 


in  obedience  to  the  diveciioo  of  the  committee, 
requesting  information  on  the  subject  submitted 
to  them. 

The  Secretary  says,  "I  have  the  honor,  accord- 
ingly, herewith  to  submit  to  tbeir  inspection  « 
transcript  of  the  original  order,  bearing  date  De- 
cember 2, 1808,  designating  the  force  destined  for 
the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  and  of  the  subae* 
quent  orders  from  tbia  department,  together  with 
such  extracu  from  the  ktlers  of  the  commanding 
general  as.  relate  to  the  selection  and  occupancy 
of,  and  the  removal  of  the  troops  from,  the  cb« 
oampioeni  ai  Terre  an  Bos^f." 


A  No.  1. 
A  letter  from  the  Secretaty  of  War,  dated  Peb- 
^Qtry  S4, 1810,  in  answer  to  one  adiaeaaed  to  him 


A  No.  2. 

On  the  2d  of  December,  1808,  the  Secretary  of 
War,  (General  Henry  Dearborn,)  in  a  letter  to 
General  James  Wilkinson,  says:  *^l  am  directed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  have  the 
necessary  measures  taken,  without  delay,  for  as- 
sembling as  large  a  pronortion  of  our  regular 
troops  at  New  Orleans  ana  it$  vicinity,  as  circum- 
stances will  permit."  Immediately  following 
this  extract,  the  regimcAts  and  companies  des* 
lined  for  New  Orleans  are  designated,  and  the 
previous  preparatory  arrangemenu  connected 
with  the  movements  are  directed  to  be  made. 
The  letter  then  concludes :  ^^  You  will  please  lo 
take  measures  for  beinf  at  New  Orleans  in  sea- 
son to  take  command  of  the  Army  in  that  depart- 
ment as  early  ^s  practicable,  ana  to  have  such  a 
di:ipo«ition  of  the  troqps  in  that  department  form- 
ed, as  will  most  effectually  enable  you  to  defend 
New  Orleans  and  its  dependencies  against  any 
invading  force.  In  case  of  emergency,  you  are 
authorized  by  the  President  of  the  Unit«d  States 
to  call  on  the  Governors  of  the  Orleans  and  Mis- 
sissippi Territories,  for  such  detachments  of  the 
militia  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

On  the  30th  of  April.  1800,  the  Secretary  of 
War  (William  Eustts,  £sq.)  addressed  a  letter  to 
General  James  Wilkinson,  expressing  areat  anx- 
iety and  solicitude  for  the  health  of  the  troops. 
Alive  to  apprehensions  on  this  important  point, 
he  proceeds  to  say.  "  on  inspecting  the  general 
instructions  given  by  this  department,  2d  of  De- 
cember, 1808,  it  appears  that  the  troops  were  to 
be  aqsembled  at  New  Orleans:  an  apprehensioji 
that  the  letter  of  this  instruction  may  be  coa- 
strued  to  limit  any  measures  which  your  own 
judgment  might  suggest  respecting  a  change  of 
position,  induces  me  to  remove  any  such  obsta- 
cle, if  ir  shall  have  had  an  influence.  By  the  re- 
turns of  Ibe  34th  of  March,  it  appears  that  more 
than  one-fourth  part  of  the  troops  were  sick. 
Without  a  knowledge  of  this  fact,  the  removal 
of  the  army  from  New  Orleans,  during  the  sum- 
mer and  autmnal  months,  is  suggested  by  crery 
consideration  of  prudence  and  experience.  If, 
therefore, 3uch  removal  shall  not,  on  receipt  of 
this  letter,  have  been  already  commenced,  you 
will  be  pleased  to  give  the  necessary  orders  to 
have  it  effected  immediately.  After  leaving  the 
necessary  garrison,  consisting  of  old  troops,  at 
New  Orleans,  it  will  be  desirable  that  all  the 
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othern  shoold  be  iraDsported  either  to  the  btgh 
ground  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Adams,  or  a  part  of 
them,  in  the  rear  of  the  Natchez;  perhaps  both 
these  stations  shoold  be  occupied,  a  division  of 
the  troops  being  more  favorable  to  their  health 
than  quarterins  the  whole  together  in  one  body: 
of  this  you  will  jud^e.  The  primary  object  will 
be,  to  preserve  the  health  and  lives  of  the  men  ; 
next,  to  have  them  so  quartered  as  wilt  best  ad- 
mit of  a  regular  system  of  order,  government,  and 
discipline,  with  as  much  economy  as  is  practi- 
cable" *^ 

On  the  29th  of  May,  1809,  General  James  WiU 
kinson  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
He  says,  "after  much  inquiry,  I  have  determined 
on  a  spot  for  the  encampment  of  the  troops.  Ic 
was  a  difficult  matter,  from  the  localities  of  the 
country,  to  adjust ,-  and,  being  an  object  of  prima- 
ry importance  in  k'elation  to  economy,  discipline, 
and  health,  it  has  truly  occupied  all  my  cares 
and  attentions,  and  will,  I  hope,  be  my  excuse  fur 
inattention  to  minor  objects."  In  ine  part  im- 
mediately susceding  this  extract,  the  General 
mentions  that  he  had  abandoned  tne  idea  of  en- 
camping on  the  site  spoken  of  by  General  Henry 
Dearborn,  called  Galvestown,  do  the  Amite  river, 
on  account  of  its  bein^  the  most  sickly  spot  in 
the  Territory^  The  General  then  says:  "with 
the  general  voice  of  the  Americans  and  Creoles 
in  favor  of  it,  1  have  selected  a  piece  of  ground 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  below  this 
city  about  four  leagues,  which  I  find  perfectly 
dry  at  this  moment,  although  the  surface  of  the 
river,  restrained  by  its  dykes,  is  in  general  three 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  country.    You  will 


put  your  finger  on  the  spot  at  the  head  of  the 
English  Turn,  just  where  the  route  to  the  settle- 
ments on  the  Terre  au  BoBuf  leaves  the  river. 


The  disadvantages  of  the  position  are  private 
ground,  private  wood,  and  its  vicinity  to  New 
Orleans.  But  its  advantages  are,  promised  health, 
the  best  water  of  the  country,  the  accommoda- 
tion and  comforts  of  a  market,  the  immediate  | 
protection  of  the  city,  and  the  prompt  defence  of 
the  river  and  lakes  against  an  invading  force. 
Under  such  considerations,  and  the  rapid  advance 
of  the  season,  I  could  pause  no  longer;  but  shall 
proceed  to  take  the  position,  and  make  the  neces- 
sary establishments  for  the  reception  and  safe- 
keeping of  the  stores  and  provisions,  necessary  to 
aupply  and  support  the  troops,  and  for  the  com- 
foruble  lodgement  of  the  sick  and  well." 


Letter  from  General  Wilkinson  to  the  8eeretanr  of 

War,  dated 

Camp,  Tbrrb  ao  B(ecp,  June  18, 1809. 

**Yoar  letters  of  the  30th  of  April,  and  4th  ul- 
timo did  not  reach  New  Orleans  until  the  last 
mail,  the  14th  instant,  though  we  received  at  the 
same  time  the  President's  Speech.  I  am  happy 
that  I  have  so  far  anticipated  your  wishes  as  to 
have  encamped  the  troops,  though  1  have  not 
sought  the  position  you  recommended;  nor  should 
1  have  done  so  while  permitted  to  exercise  my 
discretion,  and  for  the  following  reasons :  The 


movement  to  Fort  Adams  or  to  Nitchez  ovt 
have  been  made  by  water,  as  the  SpaDitrd»  rd 
not  permit  our  passage  through  West  Florid: 
the  toil,  the  time,  and  exposition  of  the  sa&.;t 
ascending  the  river  one  hundred  leagoe?,  wiui 
corps  of  two  thousand,  would  probably  buedif' 
eased  nine-tenths  of  the  men.  roaDy  of  whra 
were  in  a  convalescent  state,  and  as  maDT  sict* 
The  General  then  states  the  expeose  of  irau- 
porta tion ;  that  the  position  is  too  remote  for  iIk 
seasonable  protection  of  New  Orleans  agaiosi  ei 
ternal  attack  or  internal  commotion ;  ihat  ilit 
upper  country  might  prove  more  sickly  ibu 
the  bank  of  the  Mississippi;  that  the  non- 
men  t  to  Terre  au  fi<Buf  was  made  withoot  iocoi- 
veoience  ta  the  well,  or  injirry  to  tbe  sick,  aad 
at  no  expense,  because  the  ehalons  whicb  truf 
ported  them  will  be  employed  in  erection  tbe ne 
cessary  temporary  buildings,  and  for  flooriogilK 
teou«  The  General  further  stages,  that  ibe  posi- 
tion taken  is  refreshed  bv  sea  breezes,  aod  M 
although  more  than  five  hundred  sick  and  eosn- 
iesceni  were  brought  to  the  ground  wbieii  hd 
been  previously  occupied  by  live  boodred  tai 
sixty  men,  from  the  1st  instant  not  moreiUJi 
three  men  died,  and  one  of  these  of  an  apopl^if ; 
that  the  morning  reports  of  the  13th  laiilMb 
will  exhibit  a  frightful  return  of  the  sick;  *f«, 
says  he,  yoa  are  to  aaderstaod  that  Difl^Mlks 
are  strongly  convalescent,  and  arc  retoroed  sick 
to  prevent  their  being  detailed  for  the  geDenl^- 
tiguea,  to  which  we  are  now,  and  shall  be  fot 
some  time  to  come,  necessarily  exposed"  After 
mentioning  that  the  safety  of  those  vhoinei' 
trusted  to  his  char^  impress  him  with  aa  ivfil 
sense  of  respau^bility,  and  will  occupy  all  bis 
attention,  he  proceeds  to  say :  ^  It  is  a  aoarceof 
pleasurable  reflection  to  rae^  that  the  aspeen&oJ 
accommodation  of  the  position  have  preposesei 
every  man  and  officer  in  its  favor.  We  bivet 
good  market  of  vegetabiesMnilk,  cfgs,  aod  fovlv 
from  the  settlemenu  of  Terre  an  fioeof"  Ht 
then  speaks  of  arrangements  in  thesatiiog^ 
partment  f  wishes  to  be  advised  whether  it » tke 
intention  of  Government  to  erect  a  caotooocBl 
as  one  would  be  necessary,  either  at  Nitebrzor 
Terre  au  Boeuf:  if  the  latter,  expenses  of  tacb 
establishment  are  set  forth.  He  theosiysi;^ 
submit  these  observations  to  you  for  yoorcoiuid- 
eration,  as  it  is  my  duty  to  aid  your  jodgmefiti 
and  shall  be  ready  to  execute  the  Presideow 
wiU." 


The  Secretary  of  War  to  General  Jam«  Wilkioiai 

dated 
War  Depabtment,  Jtaie  22, 1809. 
Being  unable  to  perceive  any  adraoia^  i> 
the  position  which  you  have  selected  for  to  en- 
campment, as  stated  in  your  letter  of  the  29u 
of  JViay,  which  give  it  a  preference  over  the  bif* 
ground  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Adams,  or  its  ricioi- 
ty,  to  which  my  letter  of  the  30tb  of  April,  di- 
rected, conditionally,  the  removal  of  the  iroo|»s>I 
am  left  to  presume,  either  that  my  letter  has  ikH 
been  reetivad,  or  that  aome  causey  uokoovit^ 
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me  and  reconcilable  with  ihe  object  stated  in 
that  letter  have  gov^emed  your  deci!«ioo.  On  re- 
ceiving tiiis  letter  yon  will  be  pleaded  immedi- 
iteiy  to  embark  all  the  troops  leaving  a  sufBctent 
garrison  of  old  troops  at  New  Orleans  and  at 
Foit  St.  Philip,  and  proceed  with  them  to  the 
bigh  ground  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Adaroi*,  and  to  the 
bigh  ground  in  the  rear  of  Natchez^  (the  public 
^oand.)  and  form  eocampmenis;  dividing  them 
equally,  or  in  such  |>roportions  between  the  iwa 
places,  as  your  own  judgment  shall  direct.  The 
enclosed  copy  of  an  order  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment will  present  yon  the  means  of  traosporta- 
lioD.  The  movement  of  the  troops  will  be  com- 
mitted entirely  to  ^our  direction." 

By  a  letter  bearing  date  Camp  Terre  au  Bosuf, 
July  23, 1809,  General  Wilkinson  acknowledges 
ibat  the  preceding  order  had  come  to  his  hand  : 
be  says,  *'  your  do  plicate  of  the  22d  ultimo  reached 
New  Orleans  by  last  mail  on  the  19ih.  and  came 
10  my  hands  on  the  night  of  the  20th,  at  ten 
o'clock;  the  original  has  not  yet  airived.  The 
peremptory  tenor  of  yottr  order  for  the  removal 
9f  the  troops  has  relieved  me  from  i|n  oppressive 
load  of  responsibility,  and  I  have  not  )o9t  a  mo- 
DQent  in  entering  on  the  execution."  He  slates 
the  impossibility  of  controlling  the  effects  of  the 
climate;  that  it  will  be  in  vain  to  seek  refuge 
from  disease  in  that  region,  with  unseasoned  re- 
cruits. He  also  states  that,  when  possession  was 
taken  of  the  present  healthful  site  at  Columbia 
Springs,  near  Fort  Adams,  two  hundred  and  for- 
ty-six men  were  down  at  one  time  out  of  about 
Bre  hundred.  After  mentioning  some  things  re-. 
laiing  to  the  movement  of  the  detachment  up  the 
river,  he  says,  ^  you  will  diae over,  from  my  letter 
of  the  18tb  ult.,  the  causes  which  opposed  our  as- 
cent of  tbe  river;  the  employment  of  the  guo- 
boats  removes  the  expense,  and  the  labor  of  tbe 
tailors  will  save  titat  of  the  troops,  but  the  tardi- 
ness of  the  movement  and  the  heat  of  the  sun  in 
dog'days  must  endanger  our  health." 

After  expressing  his  sense  of  the  necessity  of 
economy,  and  stating  that  the  establishment  had 
eost  something,  but  that  the  cost  will  bear  com- 
parison with  antecedent  expenses,  he  then  men- 
lions  that  the  public  eost,  in  future,  would  not 
exceed  six  or  eight  hundred  dollars  )ier  month, 
the  vear  round,  for  every  incideoiat  expense^ 
vood,  paaturage,  and  quarters,  tncloded;  and  con- 
cludes thus :  ''  under  all  eireumatancea,  I  must 
frankly  say  that,  was  my  diseretloo  permitted,  I 
should  stay  here  and  hazard  the  consequences ; 
but,  as  there  would  be  hazard,  I  am  glad  of  your 
order  to  move,  not  only  as  it  lenens  my  responsi- 
bility, but  because  the  change  of  place  may  prore 
lalutary  to  our  men }  in  all  events  you  may  de- 
pend on  whatever  my  judgment, experience,  per- 
sonal exposition,  and  attention,  can  affect. 


A  No.  3. 

The  following  letter,  dated  Camp,  Terre  au 
B(Buf,  August  19,  1809,  i.s  addressed  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  by  General  Wilkinson :  he  says,  *'*  I 
have  not  received  the  scrip  of  a  pen  from  yoti 


since  the  30th  of  June,  but  am  progressing  rapid- 
ly in  my  arrangements  for  moving  the  troops,  an 
object  near  my  heart,  ajsd  which  occupies  all  my 
attentions." 

The  General  then  states,  that  not  one  of  the 
gunboats  had  been  reported  in  readiness;  that 
the  preparation  was  difficult,  owing  to  the  gen- 
eral sickness  of  their  crews,  and  the  impractica- 
blity  of  shipping  men;  that  ihecondemoed  barges 
at  Fort  Adams  had  been  ordered  down,  and  were 
repairing  at  asmall  expense;  that,  if  the  gun- 
boats fail  him,  he  should  hire  three  or  four  barges, 
and  that,  in  twenty  days,  he  etpected  to  make 
good  his  landing  at  Natchez,  or  in  that  vicinity. 
He  then  states,  *^  our  sick  have  increased  consid- 
erably, but  our  maladies  are  confined  almost  uni- 
versally to  the  ague  and  fever ;  nearly  all  the  offi- 
cers had  it,  but  we  have  not  lost  one,  nor  do  I 
expect  we  shall."  He  states  the  difficulties  which 
occurred  in  the  department  of  provisions:  he 
says,  ^  the  clamors  of  the  troops  had  been  loud 
and  just,  that  he  had  offered  one  hundred  dol- 
lars for  a  small  cow.  without  effect;  that  the 
flour  was  affected  by  the  climate  immediately  after 
landing;  and  that,  on  the  uifer  failure  of  tbe  con- 
tractor to  furnish  bread  or  flour  for  two  or  three 
days  successively,  he  had  purchased  a  hundred, 
barrels  of  flour,  and  had  tne  same  distributed." 
He  attributes  to  the  absence  of  the  contractor, 
and  the  consequent  management  of  his  business 
being  entrusted  to  a  young  man,  without  knowl- 
edge or  experience,  and,  apparently,  of  an  obsti- 
nate, perverse  disposition,  all  the  difficulties  they 
had  to  encounter  on  the  subject  of  provisions. 
He  then  say!>,  **  I  wish,  indeed,  that  he  may  not 
oblige  me  to  take  the  whole  hur^iness  out  of  his 
hands,  and  to  appoint  a  commissary  to  purchase 
and  supply;  but,  in  the  laM extremity  only,  shall 
I  resort  to  this  step."  After  stating  **that  the 
inhabitants  weredown  with  the  prevailing  disease 
of  the  camp,  a  thing  which,  according  to  them, 
had  never  before  occurred."  he  concludes  thus: 
^  I  am  alarmed  for  our  meidical  and  hospital  ex- 
penses, but  I  do  not  understand  that  a  particle  of 
either  1ms  yet  arrived  for  the  new  levies,  and  of 
course  I  have  no  alternative  but  to  submit  to  the 
requisitions  of  the  surgeons.  We  shall  not.  how- 
ever, press  your  appropriations  for  this  depart- 
ment, although  the  consumption  of  five  or  six 
htindred  sick  must  be  considerable." 


JDetachment  of  the  Army  ordered  for  the  defence  of 

New  Orleans. 

Aggregate,  ao(^ording  tq  the  returns  which  have 
been  printed       .        -        -        -        -     $2,030 

B.  Absentees  accounted  for. 

C.  A  return  of  the  troops  commanded 
by  Brigadier  (General  Hampton,  for  De- 
cember, 1809. 

D.  A  refurn  of  the  troops  at  that  can- 
tottment,  Washington,  M.  T.,  for  Janu- 
ary. 1810. 

E.  A  return  of  the  tt'oops  at  the  last- 
mentioned  cantonment,  for  February, 
1810. 


24S1 


■    ■  — • . 


m 


¥.  A  retari)  of  desthat,  de^erliont,  aad 
d4s0harges,  oF  the  ^'additioDal  miliiarf 
force,"  allotted  for  the  defence  of  New 
OrI«ad!(,  from  Ist  May,  l809,  to  Febru- 
ary, 1810,  viz: 

Deaths ^6 

P^aertions.  •        -       .  .     -        -   ,  106 
BiMcliarges-        -        •       *        -        6i8 


Q.  A  r«tarn  of  tba  effective  atrength  of 
the  ^^additioaal  fnilitary  foree.''  allot* 
led  for  Um  defence  of  Neiir  Oriean^, 
taken  from  the  lateat  reports .  wlii«h 
hare  been  received  atibe  iDapcetor's 
offioe,Wa«hiagtoft  city,  April  16, 1810, 
aggregate  -       •       -.       -       - .     - 


85@ 


1,184 


H.  A  return  of  a  detachment  of  the  Uaiied 
Stales'  marines,  statioaed  at  New  Orleans,  from 
the  Ut  of  March,  1609,  to  the  31at  pf  December, 
1809.  AxhihiiiAg  Llie  month Iv  for^  of  the  de- 
tachment, «nd  the  nnmber  of  deaths,  respect- 
ively. 


I. 

Funds  placed  at  the  dlBposition  of  the  Paymipter  of 
the  Army  of  the  United  btat^,  for  the  piument  of 
the  detachment  ordered  to  New  Orleans. 

Sum  estimated. for  this  object,  for  the 
year  1809 $250,000 

Lieutenant  Simeon  Knight,  the  dis- 
trict payQ>asier  at  New  Orleans, 
as,  in  the  early  part  of  the  yeajr  1800, 
furniiihed  with  Uie  sum  of     -       «       100,000 

In  June,  1809,  Lieuten«int  Simeon 
Knight  was  authorized  to  draw  for 
fifiy  thoiitfand  doUajrs,  of  which  pum, 
he  drew  ---...         40,000 

July,  1809,  there  was  remitted  to  Lieu- 
tenant Simeon  Knight, a^d  received 
by  him  before  the  7th  of  Auguat 
folJowiog,  the  sum  of     -       *       -       lOOjOOO 

Authority  was  given,  in  order  lo  en- 
al  ie  him  to  commence  the  payment 
of  the  troops  for  tUje  year  1810,  to 
dfiiw  for .60,000 


K. 

These  are  furnished  by  contract.  By  the  sec- 
ond article  of  the  contract  fur  supplying  provis- 
ions to  the  troops,  it  is  provided,  '^  that  it  shall  be 
in  the  option  or  thegeneral  or  officer  command- 
ing an  army  on  a  great  military  district,  to  direct 
when  and  how  often  frebhor  salted  meat  shall  be 
issued  by  general  orders,  to  be  promulgated  a 
'  reasonable  time  before  the  issue  is  to  eoqimence." 

By  the  fourth  article.  *^  whenever,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  commanding  officer,  the  provisions 
offered  to  be  issued  are  unsound,  unfit  tor  use,  or 
of  an  unmerchantable  quality,  a  survey  shall  be 
held  thereon  by  two  disinterested  persons,  qj^  to 


be  cboaen  by  the  commanding  officer,  mI  iW 
Other  by  the  contractor,  or  his  agent;  tn^ a 
case  of  disagreement,  a  tkird  persoa,  U>  be  eba- 
sen  by  mntnal  consent,  who  shall  hafe  power » 
condemn  such  part  of  tfa«  provisions  as  to  iIm 
may  appear  unfit  Jor  uae.**  If  the  coatneia. 
'^or  hie  agent,  laii,  or  peglcct  to  appeistape 
aofl  to  inspect  tiie  proviaions,  after  rnsoBitie 
notice  in  writing,  the  commanding  officer  wxf 
appoint  such  pc^ns  as  be  may  tfatak  proper." 
The  fifth  article  antborizea  the  cemint&d^a; 
Ifeaerei,  in  ease  of  afasolnte  faiiore,  or  dieficieiei 
in  4|uantity,  of  provisions  oontracted  to  be  it 
livered  and  issued,  to  aupply  the  deficieocj  bf 
purchase,  at  the  risk  of -the  contractor.''  Tl( 
power  aonferred  by  the  last  article  was.  io  w 
instanoe,  eatereiaed.  That  thoaa  gtaaiedbyik 
fourth  and  fifth  articles  were  not  exercised. en 
be  accounted  for  by  ihia  department,  on  thepr^ 
aumption  only,  that,  in  t^  opinion  of  tJiefti- 
eral,  the  eooniry  could  not  fornish  the  soppliei 

L  No.  1. 
Instmctions  to  the  Military  Agent  at  New  Orkui, 
and  smonnt  of  disbursemeoti  in  thatdepartaeiL 

The  following  instructions  to  A.  D.  ion- 
hams,  the  military  agent  at  New  OrIeiQN*{o 
procure  and  deliver,  on  the  order?  of  (be  com- 
manding  officer,  sncn  articles  as  he  mafiiefa 
necesisary  for  toe  public  service,"  was  gireflfef 
the  Secretary  of  War,  (Gt>neraJ  Heorj  Dear* 
born,}  on  the  i2th  of  December,  1808. 

L  No.  2. 
The  Secreuryof  War,  (William  Bostis,  Bif.) 
May  4,  1809,  wrote  to  A.  McCulloeh,  la^  it- 
formed  him  of  his  appotntoaeot  as  miliury  i^^ 
A.  D.  Abralinms  having  nesigncd.  Tbiskn^f 
contains  many  regulations  for  the  ageai'sokr« 
vanee  in  execntio^  the  duties  of  his  office.  Tbc 
above-mentioned  insirycrion  is  repeated,  isd  ibe 
following  additional  one  yiven:  ^* The  expeuii- 
tores  sfartMtld  be  aa  economical  as  the  good  <>f  ^^ 
aervioe  will  permit.  No  article,  it  is  pressoci 
will  be  reouired  of  yon,  bnt  such  as  the  stiM 
and  good  of  the  service  actunlly  demand.  SboBU 
it  hafipen,  however,  at  any  time,  that  dental 
are  made  upon  you  to  a  large  amoooi,  tbe  pn- 
priety  of  complying  with  which  yoa  lasf  dooiit, 
and  where  delay  may  not,  in  your  jodgnKi^ 
prove  injoriour  to  the  pabltc  interest,  yoQUtts 
consult  this  department."  It  appears  Mr.  M^ 
Colluch  died  in  a  few  days  after  his  arrini  tf 
New  Orleans;  on  which  Major  Ze6ttl«>n  a 
Pike,  of  the  6ih  regiment,  was  appoiated,  ^ 
General  Wilkinson,  as  successor  to  Mr.  McCbI* 
loeh,  and  continued  to  discharge  the  duiie^a 
that  office  uiMJer  th^  instructions  giren  loUi 
McCuUoch,  until  the  removal  of  tbe  troops  fros 
the  encampment  at  Terre  au  Bceuf. 


L  Nos.  7  and  3. 
The  Secretary  of  War,  in  a  letter  sddre$tf<l!^ 
the  Cogiioiuee,  bluing  date  the  iStli  o^  ^i^ 
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JUorttdiip  in  the  Troojm  at  New  OrhamB. 


810,  >«ayt :  ^  ReprMeBCttioo  bekg  made  by  tb« 
iccoaotaot  of  this  departnent,  that  maiiy  arti- 
lesin  tb«  accounts  reode red  by  Mr.  A.  D.  Abra- 
aros,  the  military  agent,  were  charged  at  ex- 
ravagaot  prices,  (be  necessity  of  tome  of  which 
id  DOt  appear,  and  the  prices  of  others  beiog 
eemed  exorbitant,  the  railitafy  agent  was  in- 
srmed,  on  the  lOtb  of  August  laat,  that  he  was 
lOt  autnorized  to  comply  with  such  requisitions 
Q  future.  This  is  the  only  limitation  of  the  in- 
tractions  beforementionedi  which  has  been  made 
•y  this  department."  This  last  instruction  to 
be  miliurir  agent  could  not  hare  reached  him 
intil  some  tiaie  in  September  last.  The  military 
gent,  whencYer  be  wanted  funds,  drew  bills  on  the 
)epartment  of  War,  which  were  regularly  paid. 

L  Nos.  i,  5,  and  6. 

)bbanemeQts  in  theitnartermttter  snd  Medical  and 
Hospital  Deptitments,  by  A.  D.  Abrshams,  Mifitsry 
Agent. 

)a  account  of  that  part  of  the  Army 
stationed  at  New  Orleans,  and  in. 
its  vicfnily,  between  the  Ux  of 
January  and  20th  of  July,  1809, 
including  payments  made  for  the 
charter  of  a  part  of  the  vessel  em- 
ployed to  transport  the  troops  to 
that  place.— See  document  it  -^    -  $55,188  43 

[Ksburxements  made  by  Major  Pike, 
on  same  account,  from  the  21  st  of 
July  to  the  31st  of  December,  1809     27,474  73 

$82663  16 


Note. — ^The  above  sams  embrace  nO  part  of  the  ex- 
poiditarasmade  on  the  fortifications  eractiiig  at  Naw 

Orleans. 

William  Lionard,  military  agent  at  Philadel- 
phia, in  his  letter  of  the  3l8t  of  March,  1810, 
states,  that  medical  and  hospital  stores  were 
shipped  on  board  the  schooner  Hillaman ;  that 
she  sailed  from  Philadelphia  the  7ih  of  January, 
1809:  was  detained  by  ice;  sailed  a^ain  the  dtb 
of  March  following,  and  arrived  at  New  Orleans 
the  5th  of  April,  and  delivered  the  stores  on  the 
7th  and  8ih. 


M  Noi.  1  and  %. 

Ooihing. 

By  the  same  letter  from  William  Linnard. 
military  agent,  it  appears,  that  the  brig  North 
Sur  sailed  from  Philadelphia  the  6ih  of  July. 
1809,  with  clothing  for  tne  troops;  arrived  at 
New  Orleans  the  22d  of  August,  and  delivered 
the  same  in  three  days  after  her  arrival;  which 
vu  within  twelve  months  of  the  time  that  the 
m^n  of  that  detachment  bad  generally  received 
their  clothing  fbr  the  preceding  year. 


and  of  the  country  surrounding  it,  and  from- the 
facts  stated  in  the  depositions,  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  mortality  in  the  detaciiment  ordered  to 
New  Orleans  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  following 
causes: 

1.  The  detachment  consisting  of  new  levies. 

2.  The  insalubrity  pf  the  climate— the  Sum»- 
mer  and  Autumn  of  the  year  1809  being  unu8i»- 
ally  sickly. 

3.  To  ibe  nature  of  the  around  on  which  the 
detachment  was  encamped  at  Terre  au  Bceuf, 
and  the  detention  of  it  at  that  place  during  the 
whole  of  the  Summer,  contrary,  as  the  commit** 
tee  conceive, .to  the  instructions  contained  in  the 
letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  bearing  date  the 
30t&  of  April,  1809. 

4.  To  the  want  of  sound  and  wholesome  pro» 
visions  and  of  vegetables ;  the  want  of  an  hospi- 
tal, and  hospital  stores  and  medicines* 

5b  The  excessive  fatigues  to  which  the  troopa 
were  subjected,  in  clearing,  ditching,  and  drain- 
ing the  ground  ou  which  they  were  encamped. 

6.  To  the  want  of  repose  during  the  night, 
owing  to  the  troops  not  being  provided  with  bars 
or  nets  to  protect  them  from  the  annoyance  of 
mosquitoes. 

7.  The  want  of  cleanliness  in  the  camp,  the 
nature  of  the  position  rendering  it  almost  im- 
practicable to  preserve  it. 

8.  The  sick  and  well  being  confined  to  the 
same  tents,  which  neither  protected  them  suffi- 
ciently from  the  heat  of  the  sun,  nor  kept  them 
dry  from  the  dews  and  rains. 


A  No.l. 


The  DepoiUiime. 

Nos,  1,  2,  3,  4, 5, 6, 7,  8,  9, 16,  U,  and  12. 
The  committee,  from  a  knowledge  which  they 
have  acquired  of  tlie  climate  of  New  Orleans, 
1  Uli  Con.  2d  Skss. — 77 


War  Departmetit,  February  24, 1810. 

Sir  :  In  answering  your  letter  of  the  19th  in- 
ttant,  requesting  information  on  the  following 
heads,  viz : 

1st.  Whether  the  detachment  from  (he  Army 
of  the  United  States  sent  to  New  Orleans  was 
encamped  at  Terre  au  Bmuf,  on  the  Mississippi, 
in  pursuance  of  orders  given  to  the  coriimaading 
officer  of  that  detachment? 

2d.  The  object  ot*  the  encampment  of  that  de- 
Uchmentat  Terre  au  Boeuf? 

3d«  Whether  the  detachment  during  the  en- 
campment at  Terre  an  BoBuf,  suffered  in  any  re* 
spect  for  Ifant  of  regular  and  necessary  supplies? 

4th.  Whether  the  detachment  was  encamped 
in  contravention  to  orders:  if  in  contravention 
to  orders,  the  time  it  so  continued  at  that  place  ? 

I  have  adopted  the  course  which  has  appeared 
to  me  most  becoming  the  occasion,  and  best  cal- 
culated to  convey  to  the  honorable  committee,  of 
which  you  are  chairman,  the  information  they 
have  requested.  I  have  the  honor,  accordingly, 
herewith  to  submit  to  their  inspection  a  transcript 
of  the  original  order,  beating  date  December  2, 
1808.  designatinff  the  force  destined  for  the  de- 
fpDce  of  New  Orleans,  and  of  the  subsequent 
orders  from  this  depieirtment,  together  with  such 
extracts  from  the  letters  of  the  commanding 
general  as  relate  to  the  selection  and  occnpuey 
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of,  and  the  remoTal  of  the  troopt  from,  the  en- 
campment at  Terre  au  Bceuf. 

Previous  to  the  issuing  of  the  order  of  the  22d 
of  June,  a  consultation  was  had  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  theNayy,  the  result  of  which  justified  an 
expectation  that  the  necessary  transports  for  the 
troops  might  be  derived  from  the  naval  flotilla  on 
the  Orleans  station;  an  order  for  that  purpose 
was  accordingly  given. 

On' receiving  the  order  of  the  22d  of  June,  it 
is  believed  that  the  General  made  every  possible 
effort  to  procure  the  transports  for  his  army;  but 
the  sickness  which  afflicted  the  Army,  and  the 
whole  country,  had  also  extended  itself  to  the 
marine:  owing  to  this  circumstance, and  the  dis- 
tance of  the  vessels  from  New  Orleans,  unex- 
pected delays  occurred ;  in  addition  to  which,  it 
being  found  necessary  to  have  the  assistance  of 
the  public  boats  at  Fort  Adams,  which  required 
repairs,  the  General  found  himself  unable  to  em- 
bark the  Army  until  the  month  of  September,  as 
stated  in  my  letter  of  the  30tb  of  January  last. 

At  such  time  as  the  honorable  committee  may 
be  pleased  to  appoint,  I  shall  be  ready  to  attend 
on  them,  and  to  give  such  further  infoVmatioa  as 
Qray  be  required. 

With  respectful  consideration,  Ac. 

W.  EUSTIS. 

Hon.  Thomas  Newton,  Chaimum. 


A  No.  2. 

Lstter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  General  James 

WilklBson. 

War  Department,  December  2,  1808. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  have  the  necessary  measures 
taken,  without  delay,  for  assembling  as  large  a 
proportion  of  our  regular  troops  at  New  Orleans 
and  its  vicinity,  as  circumstances  will  permit. 
You  will  please,  therefore,  to  issue  preparatory 
orders  for  the  transportation  to  New  Orleans  of 
the  3d,  5tb,  and  7th  regiments  of  infaatryi  with 
a  battalion  consisting  of  four  companies  from 
the  6th  regiment,  together  with  the  companies 
of  light  dragoons,  light  artillery,  and  riflemen, 
raised  in  the  S rates  and  Territories  to  the  south- 
ward of  New  Jersey.  The  troops,  generally,  in 
the  Atlantic  States,  should  be  assembled  at  Sa- 
vannah, Charleston,  South  Carolina.  Washing- 
ton, North  Carolina,  Norfolk,  and  Hoods,  Fort 
McHenry,  and  Fort  Mifllin,  where  suitable  ves- 
sela  will  be  provided  for  their  transportation. 

The  troops  raised  in  the  Western  States,  to- 
gether with  the  late  Captain  BisselPs  company, 
will  be  provided  with  suitable  boats  for  descend- 
ing the  Ohio  and  Mississippi.  Captain  Bootees 
company  should  march  by  land,  from  the  Ocmul- 
gee  to  Fort  Stoddert  or  Fort  St.  Stephens.  The 
Seld  officers  of  each  regiment  of  infantry,  and 
one  field  ofiieer  of  the  respective  corps  ot  light 
dragoons,  light  artillery,  and  riflemen  should  be 
marched  with  their  corps;  and  a  major,  with 
the  battalion  from  the  6tn  regiment  of  inrantry. 
together  with  the  surgeons  and  mates  of  the  regi- 
ments of  infantry  ;  a  surgeon  to  the  respective 


corps  of  drasoons,  artillery,  and  riflemen;  toh 
mate  with  the  battalion  of  the  6th  regimatot' 
infantry.  Provisions  for  seventy-five  days,  vsi 
a  Fupply  of  water  for  thirty-five  days,  shonidiie 
put  on  board  of  each  vessel  for  the  Bieo  on  boui 
Medicine  and  hospital  stores,  camp  kettles.  &e. 
will  be  forwarded,  with  ammunitioo  and  teois. 

In  giving  your  orders  for  the  assembla^d 
the  troops  at  the  different  points,  it  will  ootK 
necessary  to  p^ive  any  indications  of  their  olo- 
mate  destination. 

One  subaltern  of  each  company,  best  qialiy 
for  the  recruiting  service,  should  remain  at  ^ 
respective  rendezvous,  with  instroetioits  to  eoi- 
tinue  that  aervice  with  all  possible  celerity: »: 
to  have  their  recruits  assembled  at  the  garri- 
SOBS  on  the  seaboards  of  the  respective  Adanti! 
States }  and  at  Newport,  in  Kentucky,  and  Mis- 
sac,  from  the  Western  States.  It  maji  howerer, 
be  advisable  to  direct  the  recruits,  ealisted  i&t&< 
interior  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  loassea- 
ble  on  the  Western  waters. 

You  will  please  to  take  measures  for  beiifi: 
New  Orleans  in  season  to  take  command  of  tb^ 
Army,  in  that  department,  as  early  as  pndea- 
blc;  and  to  have  such  a  dispositon  of  the  troops, 
in  that  department,  formed,  as  will  most  equ- 
ally enable  you  to  defend  New  Orleans,  ui  its 
dependencies,  against  any  invading  force. 

In  case  of  emergency,  you  are  authorized,  br 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  call  o&ti» 
Governors  of  the  Orleans  and  Mississippi  Terri- 
tories, for  such  detachments  of  the  militia  as  sar 
be  deemed  necessary.    I  am,  dbc. 

H.  DEARBORN. 


Letter  firom  the  Secietaiy  of  War  to  Genenliiae 

Wilkinson. 
War  DspAaTMENT,  April  30, 1S09« 

Sib  :  In  my  letter  of  the  27th  instant  icoa* 
cern  was  escpressed  for  the  health  of  the  tnops. 
together  witn  a  confidence  in  your  expoieoct 
knowledge  of  country,  and  entire  competeocy 
and  disposition  to  adopt  every  neeessarf  mm^ 
reapecting  that  very  important  object 

On  inspecting  the  general  instroctioDs  gir^ 
by  this  Department  2d  December,  1808,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  troops  were  to  be  assembled  aj 
New  Orleans;  an  apprebension  that  the  letter &' 
this  instruction  may  be  construed  to  limu  uf 
measures  which  your  own  judgineiit  might  soi 
gest,  respecting  a  change  of  ijositiom,  induces  bJ 
to  remove  any  such  obstacle,  if  it  shall  hare  bt^ 
an  influence. 

By  the  returns  of  the  24th  March,  it  appe» 
that  more  than  one-fourth  part  o-f  the  troa?^ 
were  sick 

Without  a  knowledge  of  this  fact,  the  remo^ 
of  the  army  from  New  Orleao;,  daring  the  sos 
mer  and  autumnal  months,  is  sugg^ted  bye^err 
consideration  of  prudence  and  experience. 

If.  therefore,  soch  removal  shall  not,onrefei?' 
of  this  letter,  have  been  already  commenced,  ^^ 
will  be  pleased  to  give  the  necesaary  orders  le 
have  it  effected  immediately. 
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After  ieaviog  the  iieeetsarjr  garrisoB)  eoo»ist» 
]g  of  old  troops,  at  New  Orleans,  it  will  be  de- 
irable  that  all  the  others  shoald  be  transported, 
ither  to  the  high  ground  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Ad* 
ms,  or  a  part  of  them  in  the  rear  of  Natchez ; 
erhaps  both  these  stations  should  be  occupied,  a 
i vision  of  the  troops  being  more  favorable  to 
leir  health  than  quartering  the  whole  together, 
)  one  bod^.  Of  this  jrou  will  judge.  The  pri- 
mary object  will  be  to  preserve  the  health  and 
ves  of  the  men  y  next,  to  have  them  so  quar- 
>red  as  will  best  admit  of  a  regular  system  of 
rder,  government,  and  discipline,  with  as  much 
coDomy  as  is  practicable.    1  am,  dbc. 

W.  EUSTIS. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  James  Wilkinson  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

New  Orleans,  May  29,  1809. 

Sir  :  After  much  inquiry,  I  have  determined 
Q  a  spot  for  the  encampment  of  the  troops.  It 
fas  a  difficult  matter,  from  the  localities  of  the 
ouoirjr,  to  adjust ;  and,  being  an  object  of  pri- 
lary  importance,  in  relation  to  economy,  disci- 
line,  and  health,  it  has  truly  occupied  all  my 
»es  and  attentions,  and  will,  I  hope,  be  my  ex- 
a^e  for  inattention  to  minor  objects.    ' 

Your  predecessor  had  spoken  with  me  respect- 
jg  the  site  of  Galvestown,  on  the  Amite  river, 
bout  sixty  miles  north  of  this  place,  and  I  pro- 
osed  reconnoitering;  but  the  idea  was  no  sooner 
romulgated  than  some  of  the  most  ancient  in- 
abitants  called  to  inform  me  that  it  was  the 
lost  sickly  spot  in  the  whole  Territory,  and  that 
le  Spaniards  actually  abandoned  it  on  that 
ccount. 

The  advantages  of  this  position  would  have 
eeo,  public  ground,  public  wood,  and  the  removal 
f  our  recruits  from  the  allurements,  and  sinister 
eductions  of  this  licentious  place.  Its  disad- 
antages,  the  proximity  of  the  Spanish  occiH 
ancy,  and  its  distance  from  the  most  assailable 
pints  of  the  coast.  Its  character,  and  the  preju- 
ices  which  prevail  against  it,  I  i)elieTe  on  just 
rounds,  are  decisive  on  my  determination  ;  and. 
^itb  the  eeneral  voice  of  the  American  and 
'reole  in  favor  of  it,  I  have  selected  a  piece  of 
round  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  below 
lis  citv  about  four  leagues,  which  I  nnd  per- 
!ctly  dry  at  this  moment,  although  the  surface 
f  the  river,  restrained  by  its  dykes,  is,  in  gene- 
il,  three  feet  above  the  level  of  the  country, 
^ou  will  put  vour  finder  on  the  spot,  at  the  head 
f  the  English  Turn,  just  where  the  route  to  the 
Htlements  on  the  Terre  au  Bcsuf  leaves  the  river. 

The  disadvantages  of  this  position  are,  private 
round,  private  wood,  and  its  vicinity  to  the  city ; 
le  attractions  of  wnich  will  divert  our  green 
QEcers  from  due  attention  to  their  profession,  and 
'ill  expose  them,  as  well  as  the  men,  to  the  arts, 
itri^ues,  dissipation,  and  corruption,  of  my  per- 
malenemies,  and  the  enemies  of  the  Administra- 
on  and  the  Government,  who  are  as  busy,  under 
le  management  of  Clark  and  his  cabal,  as  fiends 
r  hell,  to  corrupt  and  seduce  men  and  officers 


from  their  duty,  and  to  excite  discontent  and  se- 
dition. But  its  advantages  are,  promised  health, 
the  best  water  of  the  coontrv,  the  accommodation 
and  comforts  of  a  market,  the  immediate  protee* 
tion  of  the  city,  and  the  prompt  defence  of  the 
river  and  the  lakes  against  an  invading  force. 
Under  such  considerations,  and  the  rapid  advance 
of  the  aeason,  I  could  pause  no  longer,  but  shall 
proceed  to  take  the  position,  and  make  the  ne-> 
ceseary  eetabiishmento  for  the  reception  and  safe 
keeping  of  the  stores  and  provisions  necessary  to 
supply  and  support'  the  troops,  and  for  the  com- 
fortable lodgement  of  the  sick  and  well. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  James  Wilkinson  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated, 

Camp,  Terrb  au  Bcedf,.  Jun€  19, 1809. 

Your  letters,  of  the  30th  April  and  4th  ultimo, 
did  not  reach  rfew  Orleans  until  the  last  mail, 
the  14th  instant,  though  we  received,  at  the  same 
time,  the  President's  speech. 

I  am  happy  that  I  have  so  far  anticipated  your 
wishes  as  to  have  encamped  the  troops,  thouzh  I 
have  not  sought  the  position  you  recommended: 
nor  should  I  have  done  so,  while  permitted  to  ex- 
ercise my  discretion,  and  for  the  following  rea- 
sons: The  movement  to  Fort  Adams,ortoNatchez, 
must  have  been  made  by  water,  as  the  Spaniards 
will  not  permit  our  passage  through  West  Flor- 
ida ;  the  toil,  the  time,  and  exposition  to  the  sun, 
in  ascending  the  river  one  hundred  leagues,  with 
a  corps  of  two  thousand,  would  probably  have 
diseased  nine-tenths  of  the  men,  many  of  whom 
were  in  a  convalescent  state,  and  as  many  sick; 
the  expense  of  transportation  would  have  exceed- 
ed twelve,  or  might  have  reached  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars ;  the  position  is  too  remote  for  the 
seasonable  protection  of  New  Orleans  against  ex- 
ternal attack  or  internal  commotion;  and,  after 
all.  we  might  have  found  the  upper  country  more 
sickly  than  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  which 
frequently  occurs.  The  movement  to  this  place, 
on  the  contrary,  was  done  without  incommodation 
to  the  well,  or  iniury  to  the  sick^  and  at  no  ex- 
pense, because  the  chalons  which  transported 
them  will  be  employed  in  erecting  the  necessary 
temporary  buildings,  and  for  floorioff  the  men's 
tents.  It  is  impossible  to  decide  whether  we  shall 
have  a  sickly  or  healthy  season,  but  our  proximity 
to  the  waters  of  the  ocean,  from  which  we  have  a 
breeze,  together  with  appearances,  so  far,  encour- 
age us  to  believe  in  the  latter ;  for,  although  we 
brought  more  than  five  hundred  sick  and  conva- 
lescents to  this  ground,  which  had  been  previously 
occupied  by  five  hundred  and  sixty  men,  from  the 
1st  instant  we  have  lost  three  men  only,  and  one 
of  these  by  an  apoplexy.  The  morning  reporta 
of  the  13(b  and  16th  will  speak  for  our  conva- 
lescence, but  will  exhibit,  at  the  same  time,  a 
frightful  return  of  sick ;  yet  you  are  to  under- 
stand that  nine-tenths  of  these  are  strongly  con- 
valescent, and  are  returned  sick  by  order,  to  pre- 
vent their  being  detailed  for  the  general  fatigues, 
to  which  we  are  now,  and  shall  be  for  some  time 
to  come,  necessi^rily  exposed.    Whatever  may 
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k»  the  resalt,  rest  assured,  sir,  that  the  safety  of 
those  who  are  eotrvsted  to  my  charge  impress 
■•  witk  an  awful  sense  of  responsibiHty,  and 
will  occupy  my  fii^t  attentions,  aMiduiti(*s,  and 
•ares;  and  it  is  a  source  of  pleasurable  reflection 
to  me,  that  the  astpects  and  accommudation  of 
the  position  have  prepossessed  oTery  man  and 
efficer  in  its  favor.  We  have  a  good  market  of 
Tegetables,  milk,  <^gffS)  tnd  fowl^,  from  the  settle* 
ments  of  Terre  au  Bceuf,  and  I  shall  make  such 
.  arrangements  in  the  sotling  department  as  entirely 
to  exclude  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  which  hare 
been  the  bane  of  the  service,  and  has  destroyed 
more  men  than  etrery  otber  cause.  I  shall,  at  the 
same  time,  encourage  the  use  of  malt  liquors,  and 
small  red  wines,  which  may  be  bad  almost  as 
cheap  as  whiskey. 

As  the  troops  must  not  return  to  New  Orleans, 
one  hundred  aud  fifty  men  being  sufficient  lor  the 
garrison  of  that  place,  it  would  appear  as  a  ne- 
cessary consequence,  that  we  roust  erect  a  can- 
tonment somewhere,  of  which  I  cannot  be  too 
early  advised,  whether  it  be  here,  or  at  Natchez. 
If  here,  the  proprietor  will  sell  a  site  to  the  Gov* 
ernment ;  or,  be  will  give  the  use  of  the  ground, 
with  pasturage  enclosures  for  our  horses  and  cat- 
tle, and  firewood  the  year  round,  for  two  thou- 
sand men,  at  five  hundred  dollars  per  month ;  and 
1  do  not  believe  better  terms  could  be  bad  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory.  Our  wood  would  cost,  in 
New  Orleans,  one  thousand  one  hundred  dollars 
per  month  in  summer,  and  three  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars  in  winter.  Should  our  force  be 
kept  up.  and  this  place  be  fixed  on,  the  huts  can 
be  put  lip  by  the  men  in  a  short  period,  and  at  a 
trifling  expense,  and  the  circumstance  of  receiv- 
ing our  subsistence  on  the  river  instead  of  the 
interior  of  the  upper  country^  will  save  two  cent» 
per  ration. 

I  submit  these  observations  to  you  for  your  con- 
atderation,  as  is  my  duty,  to  aid  your  judgment, 
and  shall  be  ready  to  execute  tbie  Presidential 
will. 


Bxtraet  of  a  letter  ftom  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Oeii- 
ersl  James  Wilkinson,  dated 

War  Department.  June  22,  1809. 

Being  unable  to  perceive  any  advantages  in 
the  position  which  you  have  selected  foi  an  en- 
eampmenr,  as  stated  in  your  letter  of  the  29th 
May,  which  give  it  preference  over  the  hij;h 
grounds  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Adams,  or  its  vicin- 
ily,  to  which  my  letter  of  the  30th  April  directed, 
conditionally,  the  removal  of  the  troops,  I  am 
left  to  presume,  either  that  my  letter  has  not 
been  received,  or  that  some  causes  unknown  to 
me,  and  reconcileable  with  the  objects  stated  in 
that  letter,  have  governed  your  decision. 

On  receiving  this  letter,  you  will  be  pleased 
immediately  to  embark  all  the  troops,  leaving  a 
auflicient  garrison  of  old  troops  at  New  Orleans 
and  Fort  St.  Philip,  and  proceed  with  them  to 
the  hiffh  ground  in  the  rear  of  Forr  Adams,  and 
to  the  nigh  ground  in  the  rear  of  Natchez,  (the 
public  ground,)  and  form  encampmentSj  dividing 


them  equally,  or  in  such  proportiea  between  tl« 
two  places,  as  your  own  judgment  sfatll  dirnt 
The  enclosed  copy  of  an  order  from  the  9iirv 
Department  will  present  to  yoa  the  neios  of 
transportation.  The  movement  of  the  ttot^ 
will  be  committed  entirely  to  your  direction. 

W.  EUSTI8, 


Navy  Department,  Jime  22, 1809. 

Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  bavio^madeif* 
plication  for  the  use  of  the  gunboats  under  yc« 
command,  for  the  purpose  ofremovioethetroofi 
under  the  command  of  General  Witkiosoa  q 
the  Mississippi,  you  may  retain  as  mtofoftli 
boats  as  you  may  think  absolutely  necessary  at 
your  present  station,  and  detach  the  remaiDdtt 
of  them  on  this  service,  which  1  contenplatth 
be  simply  of  the  transport  kind.  The  boars  so 
detached  are  to  continue  on  that  service  qdiiI  tkt 
removal  of  the  troops  shall  have  beea  complete^ 
unless  contingencies  shall  arise  which  may  r^ 
quire  their  being  recalled  previously  j  of  wbid 
you  are  to  jud^e.  You  are,  yourself,  to  remii^ 
during  this  service,  at  your  station ;  and  the  iwni 
having  returned,  you  wiU  be  at  liberty  to inil 
yourself  of  the  permission  alreadv  forvardedyoa, 
*<  to  come  to  the  Atlantic  States.''  Yoa  wilia* 
culcate  on  the  officers  commanding  this  deudi- 
ment,  the  necessity  of  barmoniziDie  vitb  tie 
military  in  eyery  matter  necessary  to  the  nost 
speedy  attainment  of  the  object  intended  to  h 
effi?cted. 

Respectfully  yours, 

PAUL  HAMILTON. 

CapL  D.  PoRTBB,  New  OrUatu, 


Extracts  of  a  letter  InHn  General  Jama  Wiftiasat* 
tha  Secretarj  of  War,  dated, 
Camp,  Terre  au  Bceop,  711/^23, 180^ 

8f  R :  Your  duplicate  of  the  28d  uliimo,  \wm 
New  Orleans  by  the  last  mail,  on  the  19ih.  ltd 
came  to  rny  hands  on  the  night  of  the  20(^,  at 
10  o'clock  P.  M. ;  the  original  has  not  yetarrirei 

The  peremptory  tenor  of  your  order  for  thet** 
moval  of  the  troops  has  relieved  me  from  to  ^ 
pressive  load  of  responsibility,  and  1  btre  lot 
not  a  moment  in  entering  on  the  ezecoiion.  N^ 
thing  on  my  part  shall  be  wanting  to  effect  t^ 
transition,  in  the  manner  the  most  favorable  w 
least  afflicting  to  the  troops;  though,  ss  it  is ia- 
possible  to  control  the  effects  of  the  climai«<.' 
fear  it  will  be  in  vain  for  u»  to  fljr  from  dise^'« 
this  region  with  our  unseasoned  recroits:  for^ 
occurs  to  me,  that,  when  we  took  possMsioo « 
the  present  healthful  site  at  Colombia  Sm^ 
near  Fort  Adams,  we  had  two  hundred  andforiy 
six  men  down  at  one  time,  out  of  abootfire  boB- 
dred. 

1  am  undetermined  whether  to  move  in  a  body 
or  by  detachment,  but  shall  pursue  that  coor« 
which  promises  the  greatest  expedition.  I  '^■' 
delay  on  the  part  of  the  gunboats.  becau:{e  I  id^' 
from  experience  thesrentlemen  of  lhcNaryab&« 
the  idea  of  converting  their  vessels  of  wirifl^ 
transports;  and,  from  the  report  <^Lien(eoisi 
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^^arroll,  it  wouU  appear  that  twentf-fiDur  fuo- 
KMits,  the  Bttinber  oo  this  stattoD,  woald  not  carrj 
Dore  thaa  oioe  hundred  and  sixty  men,  litli« 
nore  than  half  oar  force.  I  have,  kow«Ter  a 
emedy  for  this  diffieaity,  and  if  the  ganbgais 
ire  furnished,  tbatl  leare  behind  lUMie  bat  thon 
irbo  are  too  ill  to  be  removed. 

Yoo  will  discover  from  my  letter^  of  tjie  18th 
iliimo,  the  caimes  which  opposed  oor  ascent  of 
be  river ;  the  employ  of  the  gonboats  removes 
be  eipense,  andthe  labor  of  the  sailors  wtU  save 
bat  of  the  troops,  bat  the  tardiness  of  the  move- 
Qent,  and  the  heat  of  the  sua  ia  dog*days,  must 
ndtoger  our  health. 

I  am  so  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  economy^ 
bat  I  tremble  at  (he  idea  of  putting  my  name  to 
«per  for  anything;  but  my  oblt^tioos  to  tbe 
ervice  leave  me  no- alternative.  You  shall  not, 
towever,  have  cause  of  complaint  ffom  my  ad- 
oinistraiion. 

This  establishment  has  cost  tometbiog;  bot 
hat  cost  will  bear  a  comparison  with  antecedent 
zpenses,  and  oar  camp,  with  ibe  necessary  ae- 
ommodatioBs,  is  nearly  coiapleied  ;  after  wfateb 
re  sbould  not  have  cost  the  public  more  tbau  six 
r  ei^lfht  hundred  dollars  per  month,  the  year  round, 
or  every  incidental  expense,  wood,  pasturage, 
Dd  quarters,  included. 

Under  all  circumstances,  I  must  frankly  say, 
iMt,  was  my  discretion  permitted,  I  should  stay 
lere  and  baaard  the  conseqoeaces ;  bnt,  as  there 
rould  be  hazard,  I  am  glad  of  your  order  to  move, 
ot  only  as  it  lessens  my  respoinstbility,  bat.  be- 
aase  the  chaoge  of  place  may  prove  salutary  to 
ur  men.  In  aU  events,  yon  may  depend  on  what* 
ver  my  judgmeat,  experieaee,  persimal  exposi- 
ioa,  and  attention,  can  effect. 


A  No.  3. 


Camp,  Taaaa  au  Bmup,  Aug*  19, 1807. 

Sia:  I  have  not  received  tbe  scrip  of  a  pen 
rom  you  since  the  30th  of  Jane,  but  am  progress- 
ag  rapidly  in  ny  arratigeoMnts  for  movinff  the 
toops.  an  object  near  my  heart,  and  whicE  oc* 
opies  all  my  aiteatioos. 

Our  prospecu  from  the  gunboats  are  bad  in- 
eed ;  not  oae  of  them  has,  as  yet,  been  reported 
9  me  in  readiaesa  to  commence  the  voyage,  and 
be  preparation  is  a  difficult  one,  owing  to  the 
eneral  siekaess  of  their  crews,  and  tbe  imprac* 
icability  of  shippiag  men ;  but  I  have  ordered 
ertaia  condemned  barges  from  Fort  Adams, 
rbich  have  been  lying  tttere  staee  1807,  and  are 
ow  repairing,  and  equipning  tbera,  at  the  expense 
f  a  few  nails  and  a  small  quantity  of  oakum  and 
ir  for  tbe  voyage.  To  these  I  shall  add,  i(  the 
noboats  fail  me,  three  or  four  hired  barges  to  take 

full  company  each.  And  with  this  transport, 
hope  I  may,  by  marching  the  well,  be  able  to 
30 ve  every  man  from  hence  whose  health  may 
«rmtt,  and  that  i  shall  make  good  my  landing 
t  Natchez,  or  in  thai  vicinity,  ia  twenty  days 
rter  we  get  under  way.  The  opevaaioa  b  a  la* 
orioQs  ooe,  and  somewhat  hazardous;  but  you 
lay  rest  assured  that  whatever  zaaiyaolivily,  and 


atCf'tttiott,  can  accompliah,  shall  be  done  oa  mf 
part. 

Oar  sick  have  increased  eonatderably ;  bot  oar 
maladies  are  confined  almost  universally  to  tha 
fover  and  ague.  Nearly  all  the  officers  have  had 
it,  but  we  bttvt  aot  lost  one,  nor  do  1  expect  wa 
shall. 

Among  tbfc  thousand  difficulties  I  have  bad  la 
eombat,  thai  of  tbe  department  of  provisions  ia 
aot  the  least  considerable.  The  clamors  of  tha 
troops  have  been  loud  snd  just,  and  I  have  not 
bee  a  able^  to  remedy  their  complaiats.  I  have 
offered  as  hiirh  as  a  hundred  dollara  for  a  small 
cow,  without  effect;  and  tbe  floor,  generally,  id 
New  Orleans,  from  some  unknown  cause,  has 
this  season  been  affeoted  by  the  climate  imme» 
diately  after  landing.  But,  in  consequence  of . 
the  utter  failure  of  the  contractor  to  furnish  bread 
or  flour  to  tbe  troops,  /or  two  or  theee  days  suc- 
cessively, I  yesterday  ordered  a  purchase,  on  any 
terms,  of  one  hundred  barrels,  which  arrived  this 
morning,  but  has  been  refused  by  the  contractor'a 
agent,  who  got  down  a  few  barrels  the  last  nighty 
and,  of  conseqaence,  I  am  compelled  to  order  the 
issue  to  be  made  by  the  brigade  qtwrterroaster^. 
for  account  of  the  contractor,  whieh  adds  to  my 
pains  aad  perplexities. 

Were  the  eoatractor  here,  from  my  %nowU 
edge  of  his  character,  I  koow  these  difficaltiea 
would  aot  oecor;  but  uafortanately  bis  bu«i'» 
ness  is  confided  to  a  yoang  man  without  kiMiwK 
edge  or  experience,  and  apparently  of  an  obsti* 
nate,  perverse  dispasition.  I  wish,  indeed,  that 
be  may  not  oblige  me  to  take  tbe  whole  basiaeaa 
out  of  bis  bandb,  and  appoint  a  commisssry  to 
parchase  and  supply ;  but  in  the  last  extremity 
only  shall  I  resort  to  this  step. 

The  inhabitaats  of  this  whole  country  are  now 
down  with  the  prevailing  disease  of  the  camp*— 
a  thing  which,  aooording  to  then,  has  never  be- 
fore occurred ;  and  the  town  is  afflicted  by  bilioiia 
affections. 

I  am  alarmed  for  c^ur  nsedical  and  hospital  e>» 
peuaes;  bat  I  do  not  understand  that  a  particle 
of  either  has  yet  arrived  for  the  new  levies,  and| 
of  course,  I  have  no  alternative  bat  to  submit  10 
the  requisitions  of  tbe  surgeons ;  weshalt  not,  bow-  * 
ever,  press  your  appropriatioBs  for  this  depart- 
ment, although  the  coosomption  of  five  or  six 
bond  red  sick  must  be  coosiderabla. 

With  perfect  respect,  dbc. 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Hon.  W>  Bvarifl,  Sec.  of  War. 


1. 

ClTT  OP  Wabbihoton, 
Pay  Offlte,  April  10, 1810. 
Sia:  In  com pliaace  with  the  reqaisitioa  which 
yea  have  commonicated  to  me,  as  made  to  yon 
by  the  committee  of  Congress,  "whether  the 
paytvaster  of  the  detachment  of  the  Arniy  of  the 
United  States,  ordered  for  the  defence  of  Orleana, 
had  in  his  hands  tbe  foods  necessary  for  tiie  pay* 
meat  of  tbe  troops,"  I  have  the  honor  to  state  tha^ 
from  the  bast  -estioiate  I  coald  formy  the  aooi  oc 
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$250,000  appeared  iuffieient  for  that  objeet.  for  the 
year  1809;  and  that  Lieutenanl  Simeon  Kniffht| 
the  distriot  paymaster  in  that  quarter,  was  fur- 
aished  with  $100,000  in  the  early  part  of  that 
year,  on  his  bills  in  favor  of  the  receiver  of  pub- 
lic moneys  at  Orleans ;  that  $100,000  were  re- 
mitted him  in  July  last,  and  received  by  him 
before  the  7th  of  August;  and  he  was,  moreover, 
authorized,  on  the  14th  of  June  last,  to  draw 
on  me  for  950.000—840,000  of  which  he  has  since 
drawn  for,  wnich,  I  presume,  he  considered*  as 
sufficient  to  pay  the  troops  in  his  district,  to 
the  21st  of  December  last. 

In  adition  to  the  foregoing,  he  has  authority  to 
draw  for  $60,000,  to  commence  the  payment  of 
the  troops  for  the  present  year. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^c. 

R.  BRENT,  PaymoMter^  U.  S.  A. 

Hon.  Wm.  EqsTiB,  Sec.  of  War, 


K. 
War  DfiPARTMEJiT,  April  4, 1810. 

Sir  :  In  addition  to  the  information  which  I 
had  the  honor  to  communici^te,  in  person,  to  the 
committee,  relative  to  the  3d  head  of  inquiry,  con* 
tained  in  your  letter  of  the  19th  of  February,  viz : 
^Whether  the  detachment,  durin|f  the  encamp- 
ment at  Terre  au  Bceuf  suffered,  m  any  respect, 
for  the  want  of  regular  and  necessary  supplies  V 
I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that  it  appears,  from 
the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  General, 
dated  August  19, 1809,  that  much  dissatisfaction 
existed  in  respect  to  the  qualitv  of  the  provision* 
furnished  by  the  contractor;  tnat  the  supply  was 
not  at  all  times  regular,  and  that  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  fresh  meat  was  almost  insurmountable. 

These  representations  have  been  corrol>orated 
from  other  sources  of  intelligence.  By  the  2d 
article  of  the  contract  fof  supplying  provisions  to 
the  troops,  it  is  provided :  ^  That  it  shall  be  in 
the  option  of  the  general,  or  officer  commanding 
an  army  or  a  great  military  district,  to  direct 
when,  and  how  often,  fresh  or  salted  meat  shall 
be  issued,  by^  general  orders,  to  be  promulgated  a 
reasonable  time  before  that  issue  is  to  commence." 

By  the  4th  article,  *^  whenever,  in  the  opinion 
ol'  the  commanding  officer,  the  provisions  offered 
to  be  issued  are  unsound,  unfit  for  use,  or  of  an  un- 
merchantable quality,  a  survey  shall  be  held  there- 
on by  two  disinterested  persons,  one  to  be  cboseo 
by  the  commanding  officer,  and  the  other  by  the 
contractor^  or  his  agent ;  and,  in  case  of  disagree- 
ment, a  third  person  to  be  chosen  by  mutual  con- 
aent,  who  shail  have  power  to  condemn  such  part 
of  the  provisions  as  to  them  may  appear  unfit  for 
use.''  If  the  contractor  or  his  agent  fail  or  ne- 
glect to  appoint  a  person  to  inspect  the  provisions, 
after  reasonable  notice  in  writings  the  command- 
in|p  officer  may  appoint  such  persons  as  he  may 
think  proper. 

The  5th  article  authorizes  the  cornmanding 
l^eneral,  '4n  case  of  absolute  failure  or  deficiency 
in  the  quantity  of  provisions,  contracted  to  be  de- 
livered and  issued,"  to  supply  the  deficiency  by 
purchase,  at  the  risk  of  the  contractor.    The 


power  conferred  by  the  last  article  was,  in  om 
instance,  exercised ;  that  those  granted  by  tbe4ik 
and  5th  articles  were  not  exercised,  caa  be  k- 
counted  for  by  this  department,  on  the  pressap- 
tioo  only,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  GeoenLtk 
country  could  not  furnish  the  supplies. 

Compbiiots  have  also  been  made  of  a  want  ^ 
medicine  and  hospital  stores.  It  appears  fros 
the  enclosed  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  LiQurt 
military  agent  at  Philadelphia,  of  the  31st  ohio^ 
that  a  stock  of  medical  and  hospital  stores,  k 
two  thousand  men,  for  three  months,  which  vm 
ordered  for  New  Orleans  by  this  deparCDeot.  le 
December,  1808,  arrived  at  their  place  of  destiu- 
tion  on  the  5th  of  April  following,  (at  this  period 
the  whole  of  the  additional  force  bad  aot  read* 
ed  that  place;)  and  that  the  brig  North  Sui 
which  transported  the  elothing  and  the  uoni 
supply  of  medicine  and  hospiul  stores,  for  ike 
new  troops  on  that  station,  arrived  onortboit 
the  22d  of  August  lasL 

In  addition  lo  these  supplies  it  appears,  frac 
the  accounts  of  the  military  ag^ent  at  New  OHesu 
rendered  to  the  accountant  of  this  deptrtioeBi 
that,  between  the  months  of  March,  lS09i  t&d 
January,  1810,  medical  and  hospital  stores,  ud 
other  articles  for  the  use  of  the  sick,  were  pt- 
chased,  and  paid  for  to  the  amount  of  $iiM 
When  to  this  it  is  added,  that  the  agent  vs it 
all  times  subject  to  the  order  of  the  commudiBg 
officer,  and  bound  to  comply  with  bisrequisitMas 
for  all  articles  necessary,  in  his  optnioo.  for  tbe 
health  and  accommodation  of  the  troops,  tiK 
causes  of  any  alleged  deficiencies  are  inapli- 
cable  by  this  department. 

With  perfect  consideration,  4lc. 

w.  Eusm 

Hon*  Tbo.  Newton,  Chairman,  ^. 


LNo.  1. 

War  Dspartment,  Dee.  23^  ISOS. 
Sir:  Onaccountof  the  troops  it  will  be  proper 

for  you  to  procure,  and  deliver,  on  tbe  orders  of 
the  commanding  officer,  such  articles  as  he  mtf 
deem  necessary  for  the  public  serrice. 

You  will,  at  all  times,  charge  all  articles  ss 
delivered  to  the  proper  head  of  expenditure  ;uid 
to  prevent  any  mistakes  in  your  accooots,  vba 
the  orders  to  you  are  not  so  explicit  as  to  eDshk 
you  to  decide  under  what  head  tbe  article  shoslti 
be  chargedj  you  will  request  the  commtoiN 
officer  to  give  you  such  information  as  the  esse 
may  require.  Yon  will  advance  no  mooey  ei- 
cept  for  articles  actually  received,  or  for  serrice 
performed.  The  expenditures  should  be  ss  cc<»- 
omical  as  the  good  of  the  service  will  penmt- 
No  articles  will,  I  trust,  be  required  of  yoo  ^^ 
such  as  the  nature  and  good  of  tbe  serrice  tc* 
tually  demand ;  such  as  workmen,  and  niaieriii| 
for  fortifications  for-quarters ;  transportstioa  is^ 
other  articles  for  barracks  or  camp,  will  be  seat 
from  this  quarter  to  your  care,  as  well  ascsss* 
and  ammuBition.    I  am,  4bc 

H.  DBARBOHN. 

A.  D.  Arrahams,  New  Chieane. 
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L  No.  2. 


War  Department,  Mayi^  1809. 

Sir:  A.  D.  Abrahams,  Esq.  military  agent  for 
be  Soathern  deparimeot,  being  solicitous  to  re- 
nquish  that  office,  the  President  of  the  United 
ttates  has  appointed  you  to  succeed  him;  and, 
liould  the  senate,  at  their  next  session,  advise 
ad  consent  to  said  appointment,  you  will  be 
ommissioned  accordingly.  ' 

Your  office,  as  military  agent,  is  considered  as 

substitute  for  what  has  generally  been-  called 

deputy  quartermaster  general;  and  your  de- 
artmebt  includes  all  tiie  military  poets  within 
be  Territory  of  Orleans,  and  in  that  part  of  the 
iississippi  Territory  lying  south  of  the  22d  de- 
lee  of  north  latitude,  including  all  those,  on  the 
lobile  and  its  waters. 

Before  you  enter  on  the  duties  of  your  agency, 
oa  will  execute  the  enclosed  bond,  with  two 
T  more  sufficient  securities,  and  will  take  and 
abscribe  the  path  of  office,  and  the  oath  pre- 
cribed  by  the  act,  entitled  **An  act  fixing  the 
lilitary  Peace  Establishment."  As  soon  as  the 
ODd  is  duly  executed,  you  will  forward  it,  with 
be  oaths,  to  this  department. 

You  will  consider  the  assistant  military  agents, 
nd  the  quartermasters,  whether  brigade  or  regi- 
nenud,  within  your  department,  as  under  your 
irection ;  you  will  furnish  them  with  funds,  for 
rbich  they  will  be  accountable  to  you.  They 
rill  correspond  with,  and  make  regular  returns 
D  you  of  -all  articles  received  by  them,  with 
roper  vouchers  for  all  deliveries  and  ^xpeodt- 
ares.  They  are  not  to  make  any  purchases  or  ex- 
enditures,  excepting  what  shall  be  absolutely 
ecessary^  without  your  particular  direction. 

You  will  receive  herewith  a  copy  of  the  rules 
Dd  articles  of  war  for  your  government ;  and  of 
be  regulations  of  this  department;  to  which,  as 
ir  as  they  regard  yonr  dalles,  and  are  not  ineon- 
istent  with  these  instructions,  you  will,  in  all 
Kpeets,  conform. 

You  will,  with  promptness,  and  in  the  roost 
afe  and  economical  manner,  cause  all  military, 
Qedical.  and  hospital  stores,  and  all  goods  for 
ndians,  which  you  may  receive  for  transport- 
tion,  to  be  forwarded  to  their  respective  desti- 
lations. 

You  will  proeore,  and  deliver,  on  the  order  of 
be  commanding  officer  in  your  department,  such 
rticles  as  he  may  deem  necessary  for  the  pnblic 
ervice.  You  will,  at  all  times,  charge  all  ar- 
icles  so  delivered  to  the  proj>er  head  of  expeadi- 
ures ;  and  to  prevent  any  mistakes  in  your  ac* 
ounts,  when  the  orders  to  you  are  not  so  explicit 
s  to  enable  you  to  decide  under  what  bead  the 
rticles  should  be  charged,  you  will  request  the 
ommanding  officer  to  give  you  such  explanation 
s  the  case  may  require,  x  ou  will  aa vance  no 
Qoney  except  as  before  directed,  or  for  articles 
etually  received,  or  for  services  performed.  The 
xpenditnres  should  be  as  economical  as  the  good 
f  the  service  will  permit.  No  article,  it  is  pre- 
uroed,  will  be  required  of  you,  but  such  as  the 
atore  and  good  oi  the  serviee  aemally  demand. 


Should  it  happen,  however,  at  any  time,  that  de* 
mands  are  made  upon  you  to  a  large  amount, 
the  propriety  of  complying  with  which  you  may 
doubt,  and  where  delay  may  not,  in  your  judg* 
ment.  prove  injurious  to  the  public  interest,  you 
are  to  consult  this  Department. 

If  Mr.  Cox,  the  Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies, 
shall  request  you  to  purcnase  any  articles  which 
may  be  procured  in  your  vicinity,  at  less  expense 
than  at  Philadelphia,  you  will  please  to  make 
such  purchases,  be  furnishing  yon  with  the  money. 

In  addition  to  the  duties  of  military  agent,  you 
will  procure  such  materials,  and  hire  such  labor- 
ers and  mechanics,  as  may  be  required  of  you  by 
the  engineer,  for  erecting,  completing,  and  repair- 
ing such  works  as  have,  or  may  be  orderea  for 
the  defence  and  protection  of  New  Orleans  and 
its  vicinity.  Your  aeeoonts,  for  expenditures 
under  this  head,. you  will  keep  in  conformity 
with  the  enclosed  instruction  from  the  accountant 
of  this  department. 

You  will  be  allowed  one  clerk  for  your  office 
of  military  agent,  at  the  rate  of  $750  per  annum. 

For  your  services,  as  agent  for  fortifications^ 
you  will  receive  a  reasonable  commission  on  the 
moneys  necessarily  expended  in  the  performance 
of  its  duties. 

You  will,  from  time  to  time,  seasonably  trans- 
mit to  this  department  estimates  of  the  moneys 
that  may  be  required  to  meet  the  expenditures  in 
your  agencies  ;  on  the  recept  of  which,  the  requi- 
site fuhds  will  be  ordered  to  your  credit  in  the 
office  of  discouht  and  deposite  at  New  Orleans. 

Shoold  you  accept  of  the  military  agency  for 
the  Southern  department^  you  will  please  to  pro- 
ceed to  New  Orleans  without  delay,  and  there 
take  upon  yourself  the  dutiesof  your  appointment. 
Major  Pike,  the  acting  military  agent,  is  instruct- 
ed, by  the  enclosed  letter,  to  defiver  to  you  all 
the  public  papers,  documents,  and  property,  in 
his  possession,  and  to  pay  over  to  you  the  balance 
of  public  moneys  remaining  in  his  hands,  which 
you  will  please  to  receive,  giving  him  your  du- 
plicate receipts  for  the  same.    I  am,  d^c 

W.  EUSTIS. 

A.  McCuLLOCH,  Esq. 


L  No.  3. 


War  DEPARTMENT)  April  16, 181 0« 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  made 
this  morning,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  trans- 
mit No.  1,  a  copy  of  the  instructions  ^iven  to  Mr. 
A.  D.  Abrahams,  military  agent  at  New  Orleans, 
dated  December  12, 1808. 

On  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Abrahams.  Mr.  An- 
drew McCulloch  was  appointed  to  succeed  him, 
under  instructions,  a  copy  of  which.  No.  2,  is 
herewith  enclosed,  bearing  date  May  4.  1809. 
Mr.  McCulloch  died  in  a  few  days  after  his  arri- 
val, on  which  Major  Zebulon  M.  Pike,  of  the  6th 
regiment,  was  appointed  by  General  Wilkinson 
as  successor  to  Mr.  McCulloch,  and  continued  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  that  office,  under  the  in- 
structions given  to  Mr.  McCulloch,  until  after 
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the  reipoval  of  the  Iroops  from  ihe  eQcampment 
at  Terre  au  Boeuf. 

RepreiseDtation  being  made  bjr  the  actSountajit 
of  tbis  department,  that  Diany  articles  in  the  ac- 
counts rendered  by  Mr*  A.  D.  Abrahams,  the  mili- 
tary agent,  were  charged  at  extravagant  prices, 
the  necessity  of  some  of  which  did  not  appear^ 
and  the  prices  of  others  being  exorbitant,  the  mili> 
tary  agent  was  informed,  on  the  10th  of  August 
last,  that  he  was  not  authorized  to  cooapty  with 
such  requisitions  in  future.  This  is  the  only 
limitation  of  the  instructions  before-  menitooed, 
which  has  been  made  by  this  department. 

It  appears,  from  the  instructions  co  Mr.  Me- 
Cullocb,  that  he  was  required  to  render,  from 
time  to  time,  to  tbis  department,  estimates  of  the 
probable  expenditures  in  his  agency ;  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  which,  moneys  were  to  bQ  ordered  to  bis 
credit  in  the  office  of  discount  and  deposiie  at 
New  Orleans.  In  practice,  this  arrangement  was 
found  inconvenient,  and  not  calculated  to  meet 
occurring  emergencies.  Tiiemilitiiry  agent  there- 
fore continued  to  draw  bills  on  this  department, 
which  were  regularly  paid  on  being  presented. 

The  enclosed    statement  will  exhibit  their 
amount  for  the  year  1809. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

W.  BUSTIS. 

Hon.  Tbo.  Newton,  Chairman  #c. 


L  No.  4. 


Wab  Depabtment, 
Accountant's  Office,  April  16, 1810. 

Amount  of  disbursements  in  thequartermaster's) 
and  medical  and  hospital  departments,  made 
by  A.  D.  Abrahams,  military  agent,  on  account 
of  that  part  of  the  Army  stationed  at  Orleaaa 
and  in  its  vicinity,  between  the  Ist  of  January 
and  the  20th  of  July,  1809,  including  payments 
made  for  the  charier  of  a  part  of  the  vessels 
employed  to  transport  the  troops  to 
that  place $55,188  43 

Estimate  of  disbursements,  made  by 
Major  Pikef  on  same  account,  from 
the  21st  July,  to  31st  «f  December, 
1809 27,474  73 

$82,663  16 

Note. — The  above  sums  embrace  no  pa^t  of 
the  expenditures  made  on  account  of  the  fortifi- 
eaiions  erecting  at  Orleans. 

^  WM.  SIMMONS. 


LNo.5. 

Amount!  of  disbursements  made  by  A.  D.  Abrahams, 
Military  Agent  at  New  Orleans,  in  the  mediesl  and 
hospital  department,  between  the  Ist  of  April  and 
32d  of  July,  1809. 

Ifli  April,  for  135  dollars  and  66  cents'  worth  of 
medicine ;  for  14  bed  sacks,  at  six  dollars  each ; 
7  pair  of  blankets,  at  5  dollars  each;  2  water 
buckets,  at  5  dollar^  each ;  22  pair  of  aheets,  at 
5^  dollars  each;  and  other  articles;  a^iount- 
ing  together  to       •       -        -        •     $517  93 


In  May,  fur  60  sheets,  at  6  dollars  eaeh  | 
95  musoulto  bars,  at  4^  and  7  dol- 
lars eaen  ;  a  bathing  tub,  at  12  dol- 
lars ;  16  dozen  fowls,  at  7^  dollars 
per  dozen ;  44  dozen  eggs,  at  31|^ 
cents  per  dozen ;  a  pigeon,  at  2  dol- 
lars; and  sundry  small  aitielea; 
amounting  toother  to  .  -  -  1,425  81 
And  also  20  bonks  at  (3^  each. 

In  June,  for  6  barrels  of  Indian  meal, 
at  3^  dollars  each  ;  21  lbs.  tea,  at  1} 
doUafs  each  ;  1  dosen  towels,  15  dol- 
lars ;  4  foot  mats,  at  3  dollars  and  50 
cents  each  ;  2  dozen  port  wine,  at  12 
dollars  each  ;  3  dozen  porter,  at  4f 
dollars  each  ;  5  gallons  Madeira 
wine,* 5  dollars  each;  30  gallons 
Sherry  wine,  at  2  and  2^  dollars 
each  ;  11  dozen  fowls,  at  7f  dollars 
each  ;  66  dozen  eggs,  at  3\%  cents ; 
32  gallons  milk,  at  56  cents  each ; 
molasses,  vinegar,  sugar,  cofiee^and 
sundry  small  articles,  washing  for 
the  hospital,  ^c.  amounting  togeth- 
er to       -       -       -       --        -       6@0 

In  Jul V,  for  services  of  a  nurse;  for 
wasning;  for  9  dozen  porter,  at  5 
dollars;  14  dozen  fowls,  at 7  dollars 
per  dozen ;  60  dozen  eggs,  at  37} 
cents;  60 gallons  milk,  at  56  cents; 
molasses,  sogar,  rice,  butter,  cc^ee, 
glaober  salts,  a  large  syringe,  jalap, 
aaiimonial  wine,  and  sundry  amaJl 
articles ;  amounting  together  to      -      579  9 


$3,097  S 


-' 


L  No.  6. 


Abstract  of  didbuiMmenta  nude  by  Mi^sr  l>  ^ 
Pike,  aeting  MiUUiy  Ageat»  in  the  JMied  n^ 
Hospital  Department,  between  ■  BaptoatoiBl 
21st  December,  1809. 

Payments  made  to  the  30th  of  September,  1809 
for  1,136  dollars  and  41  eenu  worth  of  nw^i- 
cine,  purchased  between  the  IsC  of  April  aoi 
30th  oi  September,  1809|  for  605  lbs.  of  ■ii' 
ton,  purchased  in  July  and  August,  180d,  at 
18}  cts»per  lb.*;  for  washing  in  September;  far 
100  lbs.  mutton  in  September;  for  v^t- 
hies,  soger,  milk,  salt,  coliee,  hay,  aad  oiker 
small  articles  in  September,aaioiuitiAgui|retk«r 
to $1,497  fi 

Payments  in  October,  for  1,000  dollars 
worth  of  medicttte.  famished  in 
July,  Aoj^ust,  and  September;  for 
sheep,  at  lour  dollars ;  lor  calves,  at 
nine  dollars;  for  wood,  vegeta- 
bles, every  kind  of  grooeriea,  n^tlk, 
^Sf  1  fowls,  meat,  butter,  laid,  caack- 
ers,  hay,  and  a  great  variety  of 
small  articles,  between  July  and  the 
31st  of  October.  1309,  corr^oadiag 
in  price  with  the  purchases  of  Mr. 
.  Abraham%  and  amounting  tn        -    4,53$  71 
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'ayments  in  Noreniber,  for  138  dol- 
lars' worth  of  medieiDe;  for  wash* 
ing ;  for  meat,  vegetables,  and  gro- 
ceries of  aU  kinds,  araountiog  toge- 
ther to    -,-.--        *       96i  96 

'ay  ments  in  December,  for  services  of 
Borses  and  attendants;  for  105  dol- 
lars and  95  cents  worth  of  medicine; 
and  for  a  rariety  of  groceries, 
amouoting  together  to   -        •       -        722  60 


$a721  11 


L  No.  7.  • 

tem  of  articles,  wHfi  their  prices,  which  sppetred  ob- 
jectionable in  the  aecoant  of  the  Militsry  Agent  at 
New  Orleaas. 

tfay — 16  dozen  fowls,  seven  dollars  and  50  cents 

per  dozen $120  00 

14  dozen  eggs,  31  j(  cents  per  dozen  -  13'  75 
one — 1  dozen  towels  •-        -        -    15  00 

[  foot  mat&y  3  dollars  and  50  cents  each  14  00 
I  dozen  port  wine,  12  dollars  per  dozen  24  00 
i    do.     porter,  4  dollars  and  50  cents 

per  dozen  ••        -        -       -        --13  50 
)  gallons  Madeira  wine,  5  dollars  per 

gallon 25  00 

1  dozen  fowls,  7  dollars  and  50  cents 

per  dozen  -        -        -       -        -        -    82  10 

$6  dozen  eggs,  31^  cents  per  dozen        -    20  62| 
\\i\y — 9  dozen  porter,  5  dollars  per  dozen    45  00 
!4  ^ozen  fowls,  7  dollars  per  dozen        -    98  00 
tO     do.    eggs,  37|  cents  per  dozen        -    22  50 

M  No.  1. 

Sztrmct  of  a  letter  from  William  Linnard,  Esquire, 
Military  Agent,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

PbiXnIVBlpbia,  March  31. 1810. 

Sib  :  '^  Your  favor  of  the  2dth  inst.  tus  been 
eceived.  In  answer  to  your  inquiries,  I  hmye 
he  honor  to  state,  that  the  medicine  and  hospital 
Xores,  shipped  on  board  the  schooner  Hiilmaa, 
were  those  ordered  on  the  d6(h  of  December, 
S08;  three  months'  stock  for  2,000  men.  The 
chooner  sailed  from  Philadelphia,  the  7th  of 
fanuary,  1809.  The  day  she  sailed,  the  frost  set 
io  extremely  severe,  and  so  much  ice  was  made 
a  the  course  of  the  night,  the  captain  was  oblig- 
ed to  make  a  harbor,  where  she  remained  all 
97iDter;  she  sailed  again  on  the  6th  of  March, 
Lod  arrived  at  New  Orleans  the5ihof  April,  and 
lelivered  the  stores  the  7th  and  8th. 

"  The  brig  North  Star  sailed  from  Pbiladel- 
>hia  the  6ih  of  July,  1809,  had  a  long  passage, 
Lrrived  at  New  Orleans  about  the  22d  of  August, 
ind  delivered  the  stores  in  three  days  after  her 
irrivaL  Anxious  to  send  the  goods  By  this  ves- 
sel, the  only  one  in  port  destined  for  that  place,  I 
ietaioed  her  six  days  wailing  for  the  clothing; 
he  last  was  put  on  board  the  day  she  sailed." 

M.  No.  2. 
Wab  Dbpabtmbnt,  April  10, 1810. 
Sib  :  in  reply  to  the  inquiry  of  the  committee, 
'  whether  the  paymaater  of  that  detachment  of 


the  Army  of  the  United  States,  ordered  for  the 
defence  of  New  Orleans,  had  in  his  bands  the 
funds  necessary  for  the  payment  of  the  troops?** 
I  beg  leave  to  refer  them  to  the  enclosed  state- 
ment of  this  date,  from  the  paymaster  of  the 
Army. 

In  answer  to  yoor  other  inquiry  of  the  9lh 
instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  committee,  that  the  brig  North  Star, 
which  transported  the  clothing  for  that  detach- 
ment, appears  (from  the  extract  of  Mr.  Linoard's 
letter  now  before  the  committee,  to  have  sailed 
from  Philadelphia  on  the  6tb  of  July,  1809,  and 
to  have  arrived  at  New  Orleans,  on  or  about  the 
22d  of  August  following,  which  was  within 
twelve  months  of  the  time  that  the  men  of  that 
detachment  had  generally  received  their  clothing 
for  the  preceding  year. 

With  perfect  consideration,  I  am,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  W.  EUSTIS. 

Hon.  T.  Newton,  Chmrman,  ^c. 


Depo$itum$. 

No.  1. 
Esaiss  Preble's  deposition,  Harch  1^  1810*       , 

Esaias  Preble,  of  the  United  States'  regiment 
of  artillerists,  deposetb,  that,  about  the  last  of 
April,  1809,  a  detachment  of  the  United  States' 
troops,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Peter^  at* 
tached  to  dtierent  regiments,  descended  thenver 
MiBsisj»ippi  for  New  Orleans ;  tbey  hailed  at  Fort 
Adams,  at  which  place  I  was  stationed :  at  that 
time  they  appeared  to  be  young,  able  for  any 
duty,  and  well  clothed.  A  nomber  of  smaller 
detachments  afterward  passed  down  said  river  in 
a  similar  situation. 

About  the  middle  of  October  following,  that 
part  of  the  additional  irmy  that  had  been  sta- 
tioned in  the  neighborhood  of  New  Orleans,  halt- 
ed at  Fort  Adams,  on  their  way  up  the  river  for 
Washington.  Mississippi  Territory^  under  the 
command  or  Lieutenant  Colonel  Beall.  After 
being  encamped  two  or  more  days  on  the  bank  of 
the  river,  a  party,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  non*com missioned  officers  and  privates, 
from  the  .regiment  of  light  artillery,  light  dra- 
goons, 3d,  5th,  and  7th  regiments  of  infantry,  and 
regiment  of  riflemen,  was  sent  into  Fort  Adams 
and  buildings  attached  to  the  fort.  On,  or  about 
the  23d  of  October,  1809,  I  was  directed  by  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  post,  to  take  charge  of 
said  troops^nd  report  their  siti»tion.  I  applied 
to  Doctor  Tbruston,  the  surgeon  of  the  7th  in- 
fantry, in  whose  charge  they  were  left.  aiKl  the 
only  officer  left  with  them,  for  a  list  of  said  men. 
I  then  made  an  examination,  and  found  seven- 
teen had  died;  the  residue,  except  twenty,  were 
v.er^  sick ;  eight  or  ten  were  in  an  open  room  in 
w4iich  they  could  have  no  fire,  some  of  them  no 
blanket,  and  almost  naked ;  and  all,  with  one  or 
two  exceptions,  extremely  dirty.  The  last  of 
November  following,  fourteen  more  of  the  said 
troops  were  left  sick  at  Fort  Adams,  which,  to-' 
get  her  with  those  left  in  October,  amouBted  to 
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one  bondred  and  thirty^four,  from  which  sizty^ 
eifrht  died  at  said  fort. 

During  the  last  three  years,  there  have  been 
moored  at  Fort  Adams,  from  eight  to  eighteen 
boats,  that  would  carry,  on  an  average,  thirty 
men,  pubtlc  ptoperty,  under  the  direction  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  post.  In  August. 
1809,  eight  or  ten  of  said  boats  were  dispatched 
to  New  Orleans,  one  of  which  sunk  on  its  pas- 
sage. During  the  last  year,  from  the  com|Miny 
stationed  at  Fort  Adams,  not  more  than  five  men 
died:  from  seven  companies  of  the  2d  regiment 
of  infantry  stationed  at  Columbian  Springs,  not 
more  than  eight  men  died  ihe  last  year. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Adams  and  Columbian 
Springs,  beef,  poultry,  butter, eggs,  and  vegetables, 
such  as  the  country  produces,  may  be  obtained  at 
any  season  of  the  year.  During  my  residence  in  the 
Army,  clothing  for  the^roops  has  been  forwarded 
to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  companies  six 
months  in  advance,  and  issued  to  the  troops  in 
the  same  manner.  The  clothing  for  the  compa- 
nies at  Fort  Adams  and  Columbian  Springs  ar* 
rived  at  the  said  fort  by  the  way  of  New  Orleans, 
in  July,  1809.  B.  PREBLE. 

March  16, 1810,  sworn  to  before  me. 

8.  H.  SMITH. 


No.  2. 


Deposition  of  William  D.  Beall,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
of  the  6th  infantry  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  taken  by  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Rep* 
resentatives  of  the  United  States,  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  cause  or  causes  of  the  great  mortality 
in  that  detachment  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
ordered  for  the  defence  of  New  Orleans. 

I  arrived  at  Camp,  Terre  au  Boeuf.  12  or  15 
miles  below  New  Orleans,  on  the  river  Missis- 
sippi, on  the  12th  of  June,  1809. 

The  troops  were  regularly  encamped  in  tents, 
in  two  lines,  covering  ground  about  800  yards  in 
length,  and  75  in  depth,  (the  depth  of  the  en- 
campment was  about  175  vards.)  The  tents, 
after  a  while,  were  raised  and  floored  with  plank 
taken  from  the  Kentucky  boats  which  were  used 
to  transport  the  army  from  Orleans.  The  ground 
was  low,  as  is  the  case  of  all  in  the  vicinity  of 
New  Orleans,  and  particularly  after  rain,  wet, 
and  a  part  being  cleared  of  the  bushes,  weeds, 
dbc.  by  the  troops,  \iras  muddy,  and  the  back  part, 
during  the  wet  season,  a  little  marshy.  To  rem- 
edy the  di«ad vantage  of  such  eround,  ditches 
were  cut  in  every  direction;  indeed,  every  pre- 
caution wa?  taken  to  render  the  camp  coniforta- 
able;  the  General  seeming  to  have  an  eye  to 
every  circumstance,  being  absent  from  the  camp 
not  more  than  six  or  eight  days  from  the  12th  of 
June  to  10th  of  September  following.  Little  ar- 
bors, covered  with  palmetto,  were  erected  at  the 
necebsary  distance  from  each  oiher,  on  the  line 
of  sentinels,  that  each  man.  in  his  place,  might  be 
screened  from  the  piercing  rays  of  the  sun,  and 
sheltered  from  the  rain;  and  these  arbors  were  also 
erected  from  right  to  left  of  the  line  between  the 


front  and  rear,  that  the  men  might  sit  aodas 
in  comfort  and  cleanliness.  A  ditch  was  k; 
parallel  with  the  encampment,  in  the  mm 
afford  a  dry  walk  to  the  sentinels,  and  ob  viid 
to  erect  the  before-mentioned  arbors. 

I  do  not  think  half  ttie  groond  used  fcr  tk 
camp  Was  cleared  by  the  troops;  this  mo5tiii» 
been  an  advantage  to  the  proprietor,  bnt  I  nibs 
apprehend  the  ditches  were  a  disadvaotage. 

A  tolerable  large  hospital  was  erected  Otis' 
terials  partly  from  the  boats  before  meDtiosr. 
and  partly  from  the  neighboring  woods,  i^ 
which  the  most  reduced  men  were  pot.  os^ 
the  care  of  a  very  attentive  and  experieflced  sr 
geon:  some  of  the  sick,  as  loccasioD  rpqoind 
were  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Orleans;  (h«Te»^ 
containing  medicine  and  hospital  stores  not  an- 
vittg  until  August,  as  the  want  of  these  artieb 
occurred,  the  General  directed  them  to  be  p 
cured  at  Orleans,  as  also  poultry,  to  be  g\m  = 
the  men  most  in  need,  at  the  discretion  oiiu 
surgeons,  but  the  supply  of  this  last  article  i« 
not  regular.  A  captain  of  the  line,  (Capuu 
Dale,)  of  medical  profession,  was  ordered  (opf.r 
cure  medicine,  and  take  upon  himself  the  en- 
duties  of  a  surgeon. 

Strict  attention  to  the  sick,  and  their  aeeooi* 
dation,  was  enjoined  on  the  officers;  caieitfa 
to  sefNirate  those  ill  from  the  duty  men.  ak  i 
police  officer  daily  appointed  to  seruiioize  laic 
the  regularity  of  the  camp,  and  the  qoalitf  of 
the  provision,  and  to  report  every  defect,  o^t 
or  impropriety. 

Provisions  of  flour,  or  bread,  and  pork,  were 
regularly  supplied,  and,  after  a  little  time,  bfe'i 
and  when  these  were  bad,  remonstrances, protests, 
and  condemnation  were  resorted  to;  and. iaoe^ 
instance,  a  purchase  of  100  barrels  offtoarro 
made  by  the  General.  Flour,  in  the  Sootiien 
country,  is  apt  to  sour,  and,  at  a  certain  seis^- 
it  is  difficult  td  eet  good. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  a  general  review  wasmade 
and  the  troops  fired  and  performed  some  eToJo- 
tions  tolerably  well;  after  this,  symptoms  of  o^- 
tiny  were  manifested,  not  by  an  assembliof  oi 
men,  but  a  secret  preparing  for  such  an  eret 
and  a  threat,  which  was  overheard  by  some 
the  more  orderly  men,  reported.  There appearft 
much  dissatisfaction  among  many  of  the  ok^ 
and  some  officers,  proceeding,  as  I  supposed, free 
the  encampment.  An  expectation  that  thisam^ 
would  be  discharged  by  the  extra  sessiouj 
Congress,  being  disappointed,  I  presame,  sern^ 
to  heighten  discontent. 

There  being  no  regular  established  armory  e 
armorers,  some  of  the  arms  were  useless-^ 
want  of  repair;  these,  together  v^ilh  those  of  i^ 
sick  and  dead  men,  were  delivered  to  the  brtga^ 
quartermaster,  except  some  instances  where  t. 
officers  chose  to  pack  them  themselves,  wf^ 
packed  in  boxes^  and  either  transported  with  &■ 
troops,  or  deposited  in  New  Orleans. 

Tne  boats  employed  in  conveyiog  the  tnwp* 
and  baggage  up  the  river  were  four  gnobrts. 
carrying  about  forty  men  each,  foor  keel  M^ 
borrowed  of  the  inhabitanta  of  New  Orieess,  aiKi 
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line  ouc  of  eleven  broaght  dowo  from  Fort 
idams,  aod  repaired  by  the  troops;  one  aoaiiter- 
Dasters  boat,  and  one  contractor's,  attenJing  the 
aovement. 

Previous  to  the  embarkaiion,  three  companiea, 
if  the  6ih  iaiaotry,  under  the  command  of  Major 
'ike,  were  ordered  (o  the  garrison  of  Orleans, 
iDd  between  the  1st  and  12th  of  September,  the 
irmy  embarked,  and,  making. some. delay  nearly 
ipposite  the  city,  owing,  I  think,  very  probably, 
0  a  defect  in  one  of  the  artillery  boats,  proceed- 
id,  00  the  23d«  op  ifae  river,  under  the  command 
if  Major  Backus,  of  the  light  dragoons.  I  had 
leeD  taken  sick  about  the  5«h  of  September,  and 
fas  moved  op  to  Orleans  the  10th,  and,  recover- 
Dg  sufficient  strength,  followed  the  army,  and 
eached  the  troops  about  fifty  miles  up  the  river, 
nd,  after  two  or  three  days,  took  command,  the 
xeoeral  being  ill  in  Orleans.  Erery  preparation 
or  this  movemedt  was  made,  which  the  General 
oold  command,  or  thooght  sufficient,  and  yet 
he  sufferings  were  such  as  would  excite  pity  in 
be  most  callous  heart.  The  men,  unable  to 
ear  fatigue,  had  been  left  at  Orleans ;  those  able, 
rere  marched  on  the  river  bank,  while  the  boats, 
riib  the  weaker  part,  managed  by  able  men, 
loder  the  direction  of  officers,  ascended  from 
igbt  to  fifteen  miles  a  day,  as  the  wind  and  cur- 
eot  would  permit,  to  the  best  ground  to  be  found 
or  (he  accommodation  of  a  camp.  Sickness  and 
eaths  increasing  as  we  proj^reased,  a  consulta- 
ioD  of  the  surgeons  and  omcers  was  held:  the 
urgeons  declared  it  useless  to  administer  medi- 
ine  in  the  unsettled  state  of  the  troops,  and  the 
fficers  urging  all-  reasonable  haste  to  a  place  of 
est,  where  the  skill  of  the  physician,  and  effect 
f  the  medicine,  might  have  a  fair  trial.  Under 
bese  impressions,  two  hospitals  were  established, 
oe  at  Point  Coupee,  aoo  one  at  Fort  Adams, 
rbere  the  weakest  oi  the  men  were  left,  under 
be  care  of  surgeons,  guards,  aod  attendants,  with 
medicines,  and  hospital  stores,  and  provisions. 
The  loss  of  men  in  the  time  of  this  movement, 
from  the  1st  to  the  12ih  September,  to  the  31st 
f  October,)  including  the  two  hospitals,  was 
ear  three  hundred  deaths,  and  some  desertions. 

As  the  boats  arrived  at  Natchez,  carriages 
rere  procurred  to  move  the  sick  and  baggage  to 
be  intended  cantonment,  near  the  town  of  Wash- 
Dgton,  and  now,  the  men  a  little  rested  from 
beir  late  unexampled  fatijprue,  began  to  clean 
beir  arms,  rendered  rusty  from  the  unavoidable 
leglect  of  them  while  on  the  march,  and  the  ne- 
essary  tools  being  provided,  the  effective  men, 
oined  by  those  most  able  of  the  convalescents, 
inder  the  superintendence  of  their  officers,  began 
0  erect  huts  on  the  ground  chosen  by  tbe  (^n- 
ral,  a  place  healthy,  elegant,  and  convenient  to 
prings  of  fine  water. 

My  knowledge  of  the  country  about  Orleans  is 
ery  limited,  but  I  am  of  opinion  the  ground  at 
Terre  au  Bceuf  was  as  eligible  for  a  camp  as  any 
Q  the  vicinity  of  the  city.  Of  the  propriety  of 
ontinuiog  in  the  vicinity  of  Orleans  for  defence, 
t  does  not  become  me  to  speak,  not  having  the  in- 
ormation  which  suggeated^tbe  measure. 


I  doubt  not  the  low  situation  of  the  ground 
about  Orleans  contributed  to  the  mortality  of  the 
trdops,  but  it  is  not  improbable  but  the  higher 
ground  would  have  proved  fatal  too ;  for  it  is  a 
remark,  very  generally  received,  that  Northern 
constitutions  undergo  sickness,  more  or  less,  when 
subject  to  a  fixed  residence  in  a  climate  so  South- 
ern ;  and  to  this  may  be  added,  an  almost  uni- 
versal ackiiowledgmeot,  that  the  year  1809  was 
much  more  sjekly  than  any  for  many  yearf. 

When  I  lei't  toe  army  at  Washington,  about 
the  27th  of  November,  I  thought  the  men  were 
recovering  in  a  good  decree. 

The  clothiog  was  delivered  out  to  the  officers 
commanding  companies,  on  our  arrival  at  Wash- 
ington, and,  in  necessary  cases,  the  men  were 
supplied,  but  generally,  I  think,  it  was  judged 
best  to  retain  it  till  the  dirty  and  fatiguing  job  of 
building  was  accomplished. 

I  conjectured,  from  some  expressions  in  one  of 
the  General's  letters  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
that  an  order  for  removing  the  camp  had  been 
given;  but  where  to  I  did  not  understand. 

Washington  County,  m: 

Be  it  remembered,  that,  on  this  21st  day  of 
March,  1810,  before  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of 
the  peace  for  ^id  county,  appearea  William  D. 
Beallf  and  made  oath,  in  due  form  of  law,  that 
the  above  and  forego! nz%icts,  as  stated,  are  just 
and  true,  to  the  best  ofhls  knowledge. 

DANIEL  RAPINE. 


No.  3.     . 

Depontien  of  Doctor  Alexander  Macauley,  March 

21»  1810. 

In  respect  to  the  local  situation  of  the  camp  at 
Terre  au  Bceuf,  I  believe  it  to  be  more  healthy 
than  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  as  I  knew  several 
officers  and  soldiers,  who  came  from  camp  to 
town,  get  sick  after  being  a  short  time  in  the 
latter.  I  have  also  been  told  by  a  respectable  in- 
habitant of  that  neighborhood,  that  Terre  au 
Bceuf  was  reported  the  most  healthy  country  in 
the  vicinity  of  New  Orleans.  In  regard  to  the 
mortality  of  the  troops,  it  may  be  observed,  that 
new  soldiers  are  apt  to  sicken,  when  first  em- 
bodied, although  in  much  healthier  situations; 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  troops  were  sick  be* 
fore  the  army  moved  from  New  Orleans;  that 
many  of  those  who  are  enlisted  are  of  debauched 
habits,  and  weakened  constitutions,  and  that  such 
constitutions  are  little  able  to  resist  the  violent 
attacks  of  the  diseases  on  the  Lower  Mississippi, 
where  the  most  robust  habits  so  frequently  sink  ; 
also,  that  the  mortality  amongst  the  citizens  was 
very  great ;  and  I  have  been  informed  by  those 
who  had  resided  in  that  country  for  ten  years^ 
that  they  had  never  before  witnessed  such  a  fatal 
season.  .The  Gheaeral  had  issued  orders  author- 
izing Doctors  Spencer  and  Claude  to  make  re- 
quisitions on  the  military  agent  for  proper  aco 
commodations  and  necessaries  for  the  sick,  under 
which  orders,  the  sick  in  the  hospital  in  New 
Orleans,  where  I  was,  received  such  articles  .as 
could  render  theia  comfortable,  and  conduce  to 
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tbeir  recorerf .  I  was  utationed  at  Nevr  Orleans, 
and  onljr  visited  the  camp  oeeasioaally ;  but  from 
what  I  have  beard  of  the  mortality  at  eamp,  I 
do  believe  that  the  army  would  have  lost  as 
many,  if  not  more  meo,  had  they  remained  in 
New  Orleans,  and  I  thought  the  situation  of  the 
camp  at  Terre  au  Boeuf  as  good  as  I  had  ever 
seen  In  that  country;  and  from  what  I  have 
heard,  I  do  not  supp<Me  a  better  could  have  been 
selected  on  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
within  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  New  Or- 
leans. As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  observe  the 
conductofOeneral  Wilkinson,  I  baveever  thought 
him  actuated  by  a  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  the 
army,  and  promotion  of  the  public  service ;  and 
I  have  frequently  witnessed  his  humanity  and 
attention  to  sick  officers,  in  having  them  remored 
to  his  own  quarters  until  they  were  out  of  danger. 
I  certify  that  the  foregoing  statement  is  cor- 
rect, according  to  the  best  of  mv  knowledge  and 
belief.  A.  MACAULEY. 


Deposition  of  Doctor  Alexander  Macauley,  March 

«8, 1810. 

In  addition  to  my  deposition  of  y^esterday,  I 
must  state,  that  considerable  supplies  of  medi- 
cines and  hospital  stores  wene  purchased  at  New 
Orleans,  froin  time  to  ^e,  as  well  for  the  use 
of  the  sick  in  the  city,  as  for  those  at  camp  at 
Terre  au  BcBuf;  and  never,  to  my  knowledge, 
did  any  difficulty  exist  as  to  procuring  them. 
Also,  that  a  considerable  supply  of  hospital  stores 
and  medicines  arrUred  from  the  United  States  (i 
Ihiok)  in  the  month  of  August,  and  that  Doctors 
Spencer  and  Claude  divided  them:  according  to 
the  best  of  my  recolleciion,  Doctor  CUude  took 
lour  fifths  for  the  use  of  the  troops  who  ascended 
the  river,  and  Doctor  Spencer  the  other  fifth,  for 
the  use  of  the  troops  at  New  Orleans,  and  in  the 
g^eneral  hospital  at  that  place.  The  supply  con- 
sisted of  several  large  pipes  and  casks  (or  hogs- 
heads) of  wine,  brandy,  molasses,  dtc,  and  boxes, 
4tc.,  of  medicine.  This  division  took  place  about 
the  (ime  of  the  removal  of  the  troops  from  the 
camp  below  New  Orleans,  and  the  medicines, 
stores,  4tc.,  alluded  to  above,  were  embarked  on 
board  of  the  boats  which  ascended  by  or  from 
New  Orleans.  The  facts  above  are  true,  accord- 
ing to  the  best  of  my  memory  and  belief. 

A.  MACAULEY. 

WAsatNOToif  City,  March  29d,  1810. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  this  32d  day  of  March, 
1810.  W.  THORNTON. 


No.  4. 

Oipodtidn  of  Mijor  Blactos  Backus,  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  taken  by  the  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  House  of  Representotives  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  inqvire  into  the  cause  or  canaas  of  tibe 
great  mortality  in  that  detachment  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  ordered  for  the  dolence  of  New 
Orieans. 

I  arrived  in  New  Orleans  about  the  tenth  of 
May,  1809,  at  which  plaea  I  fo«nd  that  General 


Wilkinson,  and  most  of  the  troops  deMnHs 
that  station,  had  arrived. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  Jose,  Ac 
troops  were  ordered  to  leave  Ne w  Orlesos,  ni 
to  proceed  down  the  rtrer  to  Terre  ao  Bni 
where  they  were  directed  to  encamp.  Airi 
time  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi  were  iokf« 
that  at  many  places  it  was  orerflowiogtheleitt 
which  rendered  the  ground  of  oor  eoeampmeotw 
and  muddy;  and  was  so  sorroonded  with  loarsia 
and  swamps,  as  to  render  it  an  ineligible  pliet 
for  an  encamptnent.  The  doty  and  labor  n- 
quired  to  put  the  place  in  order  was  too  gtrAi 
be  endured  in  so  bot  a  climate. 

The  lands  on  which  the  troops  encamped  k-j 
longed  to  Mr.  Lasuse,  to  whom  the  firiga^ 
Quartermaster  informed  mo  he  had  paid  serm: 
hundred  dollars,  after  the  removal  of  tbearnr 
for  the  use  of  the  lands,  house  rent,  pattsrase 
and  firewood;  and  that  no  allowance  wv DadF 
for  any  improTementa  made  on  the  lands  by  tte 
army,  and  that  he  had  sold  the  huildiog*  tncvd 
on  the  place  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  Siaiet 

In  the  month  of  July,  (General  Wilkioaooh- 
came  alarmed  at  some  improper  ex pressioaidro^ 
ping  from  some  of  tbe  soldiers,  which,  oa  cxiai- 
nation,  appeared  to  have  been  uttered  frw  i 
belief  that  the  sickness  and  deaths  the  ansv  kad 
experienced  was  to  be  attribnted  to  tke  kal 
position  of  the  camp,  and  to  the  UDRaitmi 
fatigues  and  hardships  they  were  conpeiiatf  to 
endure. 

The  police  of  the  camp  was  well  atteadedta 
and  great  exertions  made  nse  of  to  keep  itckii. 
untilthe  sicknesa  of  the  soldiers  became  aogci- 
eraf  as  to  render  it  impracticable. 

The  provisions  were  »och,  in  particalari^ 
flour,  that  medical  men  declared  it  sofieiestv 
injure  the  health  of,  and  destroy  the  soldier,  a- 
dependent  of  any  other  cause. 

The  soldiers  were  from  fear  to  six  noitb 
without  their  pay,  (which  they  are  eaiiikdta 
every  two  nsontbs.)  This  put  it  out  of  their 
power  to  purchase  fowls  or  ▼egetahles,  wbiek 
would  hare  eontribirted  olneh  to  their  eoafort 
particularly  when  sickly.  The  reasons  anigiH 
for  their  not  being  paid  were  varioos;  oie«^' 
which  wat,  that  the  paymaster  of  tbe  district  di< 
not  consider  it  his  duty  to  go  from  Nev  Orleav 
to  pay  the  troope,  and  there  being  no  psymsstei^ 
to  many  of  the  regiments,  payments  could  oocfae 
made;  and  one  cause  assigned  by  General  Wil- 
kinson was,  that  if  the  men  were  paid  off  beM 
tbev  ascended  the  rirer,  many  would  desert 

The  want  of  clothing  was  so  great  ibat  mu) 
of  the  soldiers  were  almost  naked;  this  w> 
owing  to  the  new  clothing  not  arriving  utud 
short  time  before  the  army  mored  up  the  rirrr 
and  was  not  delivered  to  the  compaof  (tf(a> 
until  after  they  had  arrived  at  Washingtoe,  Ms- 
sissippi  Territory.  Medicines  and  medicsl  vi* 
some  of  the  regimen  u  were  at  times  desiituir  «t 
in  consequence  of  which  UMuy  of  the  soldier 
perished  without  having  reeeired  but  little,  ifafi 
medical  aMistanee. 
When  the  tfoopa  teok  the  field  in  the  bm" 
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f  June,  tbey  were  well  provided  with  tents,  bot 
be  freqaeot  raiDs  to  wbich  they  were  exposed 
30Q  rendered  them  but  a  miserable  shelter  either 
^inst  the  effects  of  the  rain  or  son.  A  few  of 
le  most  dangerous  cases  of  the  sick  were  at  first 
Qt  io  tents  pitched  in  tbe  rear  of  their  respect- 
re  regiments,  but  before  we  left  the  encam|)ment, 
le  increase  of  sickness  was  so  great  that  it  was 
npossible  (situated  as  we  were)  to  separate  tbe 
ck  from  the  well,  and  they  were  to  be  found, 
lore  or  less,  io  erer?  tent  in  the  line. 
In  consequence  ot  the  sickness  and  deaths  of 
le  soldiei-s,  the  arms  and  accoutrements  belong- 
ig  to  them  were  much  injured,  and  in  some  in- 
ances  lost,  owing  to  there  being  no  place  in 
hicb  they  could  be  sheltered  from  the  weather. 
Shelters  were  erected  to  cover  the  sentinels 
om  the  rays  of  the  sun  and  frequent  showers  of 
UD,  but  were  not  completed  until  the  month  of 
.ugust,  prior  to  which  time  tbe  soldiers  suffered 
lucb  for  the  want  of  them.  About  the  first  of 
eptember,  orders  were  issued  for  the  troops  to 
repare  to  embark  on  board  of  boats  and  other 
alt  for  Natchez,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 
be  public  boats  were  collected  from  different 
Barters  and  repaired,  some  of  which,  proving 
afit  for  service,  were  turned  in,  and  private 
lats  taken,  which  the  owners  were  glaa  of  an 
)portunity  of  getting  conveyed  to  Natchez  free 
'charges,  and  others  mi^ht  bate  been  obtained 
]  the  same  terms.  Nothing  c6uld  have  exceed* 
1  the  joy  expressed  by  the  soldiers  on  this  occa- 
OD :  it  seemed  for  a  time  to  relieve  the  drooping 
urits  of  those  who  were,  to  appearance,  past  all 
opes  of  recovery. 

At  the  time  the  troops  commenced  their  march^ 
leneral  Wilkinson  became  so  indisposed  that  he 
)uld  not  proceed  with  them,  and  remained  at 
ew  Orleans.  I  being  the  only  field  officer  with 
le  troops,  the  couunand  of  them  devolved  upon 
ie;  in  which  eommand  I  continued  until  the 
'iny  arrived  nearly  opposite  West  Florida.  Be- 
reen  tbe  20th  and  31st  of  October,  tbe  troops 
rived  at  Natchez,  leaving  upwards  of  one  bun- 
ed  of  their  sick  at  Point  Coupee,  and  many 
hers  at  Fort  Adams,  at  both  of  which  places 
le  greater  part  died.  After  the  armv  arrived  at 
leir  place  of  destination,  the  weather  became 
)ol,  and  those  that  were  in  a  low  state  of  health 
ed,  and  the  remainder  became  convalescent. 
The  troohs  were  much  relieved  ai  this  place 
f  a  plentiful  market,  both  in  fresh  provisions 
)d  vegetables^  which  Kold  one  hundred  percent., 
leaper  than  in  New  Orleans,  or  its  Territory. 
The  inhabitantsof  Washington  and  its  vicinity 
xeived  the  army  with  much  affection,  and 
eated  them  with  more  attention  and  friendship 
lan  they  had  hitherto  experienced  on  that  South- 
n  sution.  The  complaints  of  the  ofiicers  did 
Dt  differ  from  that  of  the  men,  except  the 
5Urvy. 

A  supply  of  fresh  provisions  and  vegetables 
ere  not  to  be  procured  in  the  neighborhood  of 
le  camp  at  Terre  au  Boeuf,  or  not  short  of  the 
ew  Orleans  market. 
Q»ttestion.  Could  boats  hare  been  procured  at' 


New  Orleans  sufficient  to  convey  tbe  troope  ta 
Fort  Adams  or  Natchez  at  any  time  between  the 
14fh  of  June  and  the  lOih  of  September  ? 

Answer.  1  think  tbey  could. 

Q.  What  was  the  quality  of  the  provisional 
particularly  the  flour,'Witb  which  the  Army  were 
supplied  during  the  encampment  at  Terre  aa 
Baeuf? 

A.  Bad,  generally,  partieularlv  tbe  flour,  which 
was  frequently  sour,  mouldy,  in  lumps,  and  some- 
times full  of  bUffs  and  worms. 

^  Was  tbe  Army  in  a  sickly  state  at  the  time 
of  removal  from  New  Orleans  to  Terre  au  Bceti^ 
and  were  the  sick  removed  7 

A.  There  was  some  sickness.  Those  who  were 
most  ill  were  leA  in  the  hospital  at  New  Orleana. 

Q^  Do  you  believe  that  at  the  time  tbe  troope 
were  using  the  bad  provisions  a  sufficient  supply 
of  good  and  wholesome  provisions  could  have 
been  procured  at  New  Orleans  ? 

A.  I  believe  tliey  could.  The  Gkneral  did 
procure  one  hundred  barrels  of  good  flour  for 
tbe  Army. 

d.  What  proportion  of  the  Array  were  geoe- 
rally  ordered  on  fatigue  duty  ? 

A.  One-half  of  those  io  health  were  generally 
on  fatigue  duty.  Sometimes  it  was  necessary  to 
take  men  who  were  not  in  heahh  to  furnish  the 
detaib  of  gtwrd  duty.. 

Q.  At  what  time  did  the  fatigue  duty  ceaae? 

A.  Not  until  the  latter  part  of  August.  . 

Q,s  What  kind  of  labor  were  the  last  fatigue 
parties  engaged  tn  7 

A.  Building  guard*houses,  ebelters  for  the  seo«> 
tries,  and  clearing  tbe  ground. 

Q.  During  how  long  a  period  were  the  mea 
oUiged  to  sleep  oa  the  ground  ? 

A.  Many  of  them  from  three  to  four  weeks; 
during  which  time,  there  being  no  straw,  they 
had  but  a  siogle  blanket  and  sueb  palmetto  leaves 
aa  they  could  collect  to  keep  them  from  the 
dam|»  ground,  after  which  the  tenu  were  gene- 
rally 'floored  with  boards  from  the  boats  whieh 
had  conveyed  the  troops  from  New  OrleaFns. 

Q^  At  what  time  was  it  first  kaowa  ia  the 
camp  that  orders  had  beea  received  for  the  ra- 
moval  of  the  Amy  1 

A.  Sometime  in  the  bmuUi  of  August. 

Q0.  What  other  iaaanveaiences  besidas  those 
specified  in  the  deposition  were  experienced  ia 
the  eneampiaent  at  Terre  aa  Bcsaf  ? 

A.  The  troops  ezperieneed  great  annoyance 
from  the  innumerable  quantity  of  mosquicoea, 
which  were  particularly  afflicting  to  the  sick. 
They  suffered  also  very  moeh  from  the  eoatiaual 
rains. 

Q.  Were  you  not  informed  by  the  Paymaster 
that  he  had  sufficient  funds  in  his  bands  to  pay 
off  tbe  meni 

A.  I  was  informed  bv  Mr.  Knight  that  he  had 
the  funds,  and  that,  if  tne  men  would  stop  oppo- 
site New  Orleans  00  their  way  up  the  river,  he 
would  pay  them  off. 

Q.  Did  you  not  halt  opposite  New  Orleans, 
and  make  application  for  that  purpose  ? 

A.  The  troops  halted  there  three  days,  and  I 
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vpoke  to  Geoeral  Wilkinson  on  the  subject:  be 
replied  that  the  men  could  not  be  paid,  as,  if  they 
were  paid  off,  they  would  desert. 

Q..  Was  there  an  acting  military  agent  at  New 
Orleans  at  the  time  the  troops  were  there  on  their 
wav  up  the  river? 

A.  I  believe  the  Brigade  Quartermaster  did 
that  duty. 

Q,.  Were  you  provided  with  funds  to  defray 
incidental  expenses  in  conveyinsr  the  troobs  up 
to  Natchez  ?  '    *  »'     *' 

A.  We  were  not.  General  Wilkinson  directed 
me  to  uke  the  Army  up  the  river,  informing  me. 
at  the  same  time,  that  there  was  not  a  dollar  iii 
the  Quartermaster's  Department  to  defray  any 
eitra  expenses ;  that  I  must  take  them  as  they 
were.  On  our  arrival  at  Point  Coupee  an  bos- 
I^ital  was  formed,  and  about  one  hundred  of  the 
aiek  left  there.  There  being  no  necessary  sup- 
plies to  leave  with  them,  a  subscription  was  made 
by  the  officers,  and  upwards  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars raised  ana  left  with  the  surjgeon.for  the  pur- 
pose of  supplying  the  sick  with  thosre  articles 
of  which  they  stood  in  need,  such  as  fowls,  vege- 
tables, dbc. 

Q.  Did  General  Wilkinson  consult  any  of  his 
officers  in  selecting  Terre  au  Bosof  as  the  place 
of  encampment  ? 

A.  Colonel  Smith  and  some  other  officers  went 
down  with  General  Wilkinson  to  see  Terre  au 
BoBuf,  but  I  cannot  say  how  far  lie  consulted 
them. 

Q.  Was  there  dissatisfaction  among  the  offi- 
cers and  men  at  Terre  au  BoBuf,  and  irom  what 
cause  did  it  arise  ? 

A.  There  was.  It  appeared  to  arise  from  the 
unhealthiness  of  the  place,  the  sufferings  of  the 
troops,  and  the  badness  of  the  supplies.  Many 
of  the  officer^  signed  a  petition  in  the  month  of 
July  to  the  General,  to  remove  the  Army,  which 
was  withheld  in  consequence  of  his  disapproving 
of  it,  and  declario|f  he  would  not  remove  the 
troops  until  he  received  orders  so  to  do. 

Q.  When  you  mention  that  the  last  fatigue 
parties  were  employed  in  clearing  up  the  ground, 
m  what  manner  were  they  so  employed  7 

A.  In  smoothing  the  ground  by  taking  op 
stumps,  and  filling  up  holen  and  ditches.   ^ 

Q.  What  quantity  of  wood  land  was  cleared 
by  the  troops  ? 

A.  I  .should  judge  that  there  were  between 
twenty  and  thirty  acres  of  new  land  cleared  by 
them. 

Wasbinoton  County,  e$. 

On  this^5th  day  of  April,  1810,  before  the  sub- 
scriber, a  lustice  of  the  peace  for  said  county,  ap- 
peared Electus  Backus,  and  made  oath,  in  due 
form  of  law,  that  the  facts  stated  in  the  foregoing 
instrument  of  writing,  which  came  within  his 
personal  knowledge,  are  true,  and  those  related 
from  the  information  of  others  he  believes  to 
be  true. 

Sworn  before  me, 

DANIEL  RAPINE. 


No.  5. 

Examination  of  Captain  George  Peter,  before  the  sa^ 
mittee  appointed  "  to  inquire  into  the  cause  orct^s 
of  the  mortality  in  that  detachment  of  the  Anar*- 
dered  for  the  defence  of  New  Orieans,'*  tikea  kfL 
9,  1810. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  you  arrive  at » 
Orleans. 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  between  the  36th  ts: 
28th  of  March,  1809,  that  I  arrived  there  vi:! 
five  companies. 

d.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  Army  k- 
ing  their  stay  in  New  Orleans,  both  as  it  respeci< 
their  health  and  accommodations  ? 

A.  A  part  of  the  troops  were  quartered  in  t*! 
barracks,  a  part  in  the  fauzboui^  St.  Mary.is^ 
a  part  in  the  city.  The  number  of  the  sick> 
creased  daily  during  their  stay,  which  I  attr.l- 
u ted  to  their  intemperance,  to  the  badness  of  xic 
provisions,  and  to  the  wantxif  disciplioe  and  s^ 
bordination. 

Q.  What  was  the  quality  of  the  prorisk^ 
with  which  the  troops  were  supplied  ? 

A.  Of  the  most  inferior  kinds,  of  every  descrip- 
tion: the  bread  musty,  the  fresh  beef  so  pocrisa: 
it  was  not  fit  to  be  issued,  and  (be  pork  nhtr.  I 
have  frequently  known  the  troops  tothrovtbe 
pork  away.  The  complaints  respecting  the  pro- 
visions were  so  frequent  that  I  made  a  repre^r- 
ation  to  Geoeral  Wilkinson  on  the  subject  He 
informed  me  that  he  would  take  measures  r3 
have  better  provisions  provided;  but  dariaia} 
stay  I  saw  little  or  no  improvement. 

Q^  Wbart  appeared  to  be  the  most  preri^eE: 
diseases  during  the  stay  of  the  troops  Id  N'ev 
Orleans  ? 

A.  The  dysentery,  but  not  of  a  very  niiii|- 
nant  nature,  and  fevers.  Of  the  corps  of  iichi 
artillery  I  believe  only  two  men  dieddartDf  tlieif 
stay  in  New  Orleao^i. 

^  To  what  cause  or  causes  did  yoa  attribate 
the  want  of  discinitne  and  subordination  to  i^ti 
you  have  alluded  ? 

A.  To  the  dispersed  situation  of  the  trtxipsii 
the  city  of  New  Orleans,  tind  the  impossibility  ^ 
keeping  them  within  proper  bound5. 

CL  IS  it  your  opinion  that,  on  thearriraloftiH 
troops  and  during  their  stay  at  New  Orleas> 
such  a  disposition  of  them  could  have  beeDmt^ 
as  would  have  been  more  favorable  to  discipiii^^ 
and  subordination,  and  without  incarrin^  ts; 
additional  expense? 

A.  I  think  a  greater  number  of  the  troops  mif^- 
have  been  quartered  in  the  barracks,  and  tbe  r?^ 
mainder  in  the  fauxbourg  of  St.  Mary,  ▼h^^ 
would  have  enabled  the  officers  to  have  kept  to^ ' 
men  in  better  order,  but  would  not  have  carcaii^. 
the  expenses  much :  or,  if  the  troops  had  bee 
encamped  on  the  plains  of  the  faaxboarg  J 
Mary,  with  proper  flooring  to  their  tents,  tbee^ 
cers  would  have  had  an  opportunity  of  keep:^; 
up  subordination  and  discipline,  preventing  ^ 
temperance,  and  would  have  saved  to  the  u^r 
ernment  a  prodigious  expense. 

Q.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  encampaifQ^  ^' 
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he  troops,  agreeabljr  to  yoor  Ust  BUffffestioo, 
rould  have  be«o  equally,  or  more  eligible,  than 
beir  eneamptnent  at  Terre  ao  Bosuf  ? 

A.  I  thioff  It  would  have  been  more  Eligible. 
)rier  ground  might  hare  been  selected,  having 
he  swamp  at  a  much  greater  distance  ;  vegeta- 
le$  might  have  been  procured  in  abundance,  also 
lifk  and  fresh  provisions,  with  hospitals  suffi- 
ieniiy  commodious  for  the  accommodation  of 
je  sick. 

Q^  What  time  did  you  leave  New  Orleans  for 
Vrre  au  Boeuf  ? 

A.  About  the  first  of  June  an  order  directing 

detachment  of  the  troops  consisting  of  three 
ompanies  of  light  artillery,  one  of  dragoons*  one 
frifiemen,  one  of  the  thircT,  one  of  the  fifth,  and 
ne  of  the  sixth  infantry,  under  the  command  of 
fajor  Pike,  was  issued.  Between  the  3d  and  5tfa 
r  June,  this  detachment  fell  down  to  the  head 
fthe  English  Turn,  for  the  purpose  of  preparing 
le  ground  for  the  accommodation  of  the  corps 
f  light  artiHery,  the  regiment  of  dragoons,  regi- 
lent  of  riflemen,  the  third,  fifth,  sixth,  and  sev« 
Qth  regiments  of  infantry,  consisting  in  the 
rhole  of  about  two  thousand  men. 

^  In  what  state  did  you  find  the  ground  in- 
mded  for  the  encampment? 

A.  From  the  right  to  the  centre  the  ground 
'as  as  dry  as  it  is  generally  below  the  city  of 
[ew  Orleans;  but  from  the  centre  to  the  left  it 
ras  swampy.  The  first  part  had  been  cleared,  but 
le  last  was  covered  with  willows  and  palmettoes. 

Q^  At  what  lime  did  the  main  body  arrive  at 
le  encampment  ? 

A.  Between  the  9th  and  11th  of  June. 

Q,.  Was  the  ground  prepared  for  their  encamp- 
lent  when  they  arrived  ? 

A.  A  part  of  the  left  was  not  cleared,  and  but 
ttle  ditching  done.  A  part  of  the  officers  and 
KTO  or  three  companies  of  the  men  had  flooring 
)r  their  tents,  the  remainder  were  pitched  upon 
le  ground. 

Q,.  What  was  the  reason  that  a  part  of  the  men 
ad  flooring  for  their  tents,  and  the  remainder 
ad  not? 

A.  I  recollect  but  two  companies  that  were  so 
rovided.  and  the  plank  for  those  were  procured 
t  New  Orleans  by  the  officers,  in  part,  at  their 
wn  expense. 

Qp.  At  what  time  did  you  leave  the  camp  at 
'erre  au  Bcenf  ? 

A.  On  the  mortiing  of  the  12th  of  June. 

Or.  How  lonsr  did  you  serve  in  the  Army  of 
le  United  States  ? 

A.  I  entered  the  Army  in  1799,  as  a  lieutenant 
f  infantry;  in  1801,  was  appointed  a  lieutenant 
1  the  second  regiment  of  artillerists  and  engi* 
^^rs;  in  1802,  at  the  organization  of  the  Peace 
^^tablishment,  arranged  to  the  corps  of  artille- 
ists  as  a  lieutenant ;  in  1807,  promoted  to  a  cap- 
i^incy  in  the  same  corps;  and  in  1808,  at  the  re- 
uest  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  transferred  to  the 
^giment  of  light  artillery.  I  resigned  my  com- 
iission  on  the  lllh  June,  1809. 

Q..  Where  have  you  generally  served  during 
36  time  you  have  been  in  the  Army  ? 


A.  On  the  seaboard ;  on  the  Northern  lakes ; 
on  the  Ohio,  Missouri,  and  at  New  Orleans,  in 
1807  and  1809. 

County  op  Washington,  to  wit: 

On  the  11th  day  of  April,  1810,  Captain  George 
Peter  came  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for 
the  county  aforesaid,  and  made  oath  on  the  Holy 
Evangelists  of  Almighty  God  that  the  foregoing 
answers  is  a  correct  statement  of  facts,  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

THOMAS  CORCORAN. 


No.  6. 


Depositton  of  Captain  John  Darrington,  of  Ae  United 
States  Army,  taken  by  the  committee  appointed  by 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 
to  inqiiire  into  the  caoses  of  the  great  mortality  in 
that  detachment  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
ordered  for  the  ^lefence  of  New  Orleans. 

I  joined  the  Army  in  New  Orleans  about  the 
first  of  April,  1809,  and  was  never  absent  from  it 
until  February,  1810.  Soon  after  my  arrival  in 
New  Orleans,  I  discovered  that  the  number  of 
our  sick  began  rapidly  to  increase.  Tbe  preva- 
lent complaint  appeared  to  be  the  diarrhoea ;  it 
attacked  indiscriminately  both  officers  and  pri- 
vates ;  at  this  time  the  deaths  were  but  few  in 
proportion  to  the  number  sick.  The  most  dan- 
gerous among  the  sick  were  provided  with  hos- 
pitals, in  which  they  were  well  attended  to. 
This  diarrhoea  was  ascribed  by  our  physicians  to 
medicinal  efieets  of  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi. 

The  last  of  May  we  were  directed  to  prepare 
for  leaving  New  Orleans.  On  the  3d  of  June  a 
6amp-forminff  party,  consisting  of  the  whole  of 
the  light  artillery,  atid  the  strongest  company  of 
the  remaining  corps,  was  despatched  for  Ter^e 
au  Bosuf.  On  the  lOth  of  the  sara^  month  'the 
whole  army  followed,  and  on  that  and  the  suc- 
ceeding day  arrived  at  Terre  au  Boeuf;  at  this 
time  I  conjectured  that  about  one-third  of  our 
army  were  on  the  sick  reports.  Although  our 
camp-forming  party  had  used  every  industry,  the 
ground  was  not  in  readiness.  The  tents  were 
pitched  in  front  in  the  skirt  of  an  old  field.  From 
the  centre  of  our  encampment  to  the  riffht  had 
originally  been  cleared,  but  was  then  mostly  over- 
grown with  small  trees,  weeds,  &c. ;  the  ground 
damp;  from  the  centre  to  the  left  still  remained 
in  its  primitive  state,  and  having  never  been 
ditched  was  yet  a  marsh.  Immediately  in  the 
rear  was  an  impassable  swamp.  The  left  of  the 
encampment  was  on  the  bans  of  the  river,  and 
partly  parallel  with  it,  but  the  river  turning 
nearly  at  right  angles  threw  the  right  at  a  con- 
siderable distance.  To  render  this  place  suitable 
as  soon  as  possible  for  the  purpose  intended,  a 
fatigue  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  men  was  or- 
dered ;  this  party  soon  cleared  off  the  trees  on  the 
line  marked  out.  When  the  tents  were  perma- 
nently pitched,  the  General  informed  us  that, 
after  having  employed  several  days  in  inspecting 
the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Orleans,  he 
had  selected  this  place  as  the  most  eligible  for 
the  encampment.    Our  fatigue  party  continued 
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to  clear  the  land  at.  the  distance  of  one  hundred 
yards  in  the  rear;  after  which  they  were  em* 
ployed  in  digging  ditches  in  the  intervals  between 
the  regimenttt,  into  which  ditches  were  run  drains 
leading  from  the  front  of  the  tent:;.  This  labor 
I  conceived  indispensable,  from  motives  of  $eif- 
defence;  otherwise,  during  the  rainy  seasons  a 
portion  of  our  encampment  would  have  been  in- 
undated. The  severest  duty  performed  by  our  I 
fatigue  was  the  digging  of  a  canal  in  the  rear, 
extending  the  whole  length  of  the  line,  on  the 
banks  of  which  canal  was  thrown  up  a  perma- 
nent levee.  This  labor,  to  the  best  of  my  recol- 
lection, was  not  commeneed  until  the  middle  of 
July,  and  not  finished  until  in  August.  Had  it 
been  the  intention  of  Gtoveroment  (a^  General 
Wilkinson  suggested  aa  probable)  to  have  noade 
this  pkce  a  iwrmanent  cantonment,  the  canal, 
togetLer  with  its  levee,  would  have  heea  of  util- 
ity as  a  safeguard  against  the  ensuing  season ; 
but  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  place  had  been  se- 
lected for  a  temporary  purfiose,  I  should  say  this 
labor  was  not  necessary.  The  provisions  were 
at  no  time  such  as  cotild  be  esteemed  good,  and 
freauenily  so  inferior  that  nothing  but  necessity 
could  justify  the  use  of  them.  On  this  aubject 
frequeai  complaints  were  made  to  (General  wil- 
kinsoti.  At  fifst  he  attended  to  them ;  the  pro- 
visions were  inspected  and  condemned ;  it  was 
also  said  he  purchased  a  hiindretd  barrels  of  iour; 
the  evil,  however,  still  continued;  complaints 
were  again  made,  biu  without  producing  any 
effect ;  the  General  replying,  that  better  provi- 
sions could  not  be  had;  after  this,  further  com- 
plaints were  deemed  useless.  The  constant  use 
of  damaged  provisions  was,  no  doubt,  the  primi^ 
tive  cause  of  that  horrid  and  destructive  oisease 
termed  the  scurvy.  Our  market  furnished  but  a 
scanty  supply  of  either  f^esh  {Nrovisions  or  vege- 
tables, which  sold  from  a  hundred  to  a  hundred 
and  fiAy  per  cent,  higher  than  at  our  present  can- 
tonment, (Washington,  Mississippi  Territory.) 
Besides,  the  men  did  not  derive  as  much  advan- 
tage from  this  scanty  and  exorbitant  market  «• 
tbev  might,  had  tbey  been  regularly  paid. 

Oar  details  were  so  arranged  that  one  third  of 
the  Army  were  on  duty  each  day.  This  arrange? 
ment  continuing,  without  a  diminution  in  pro- 
portion to  the  increase  of  sickness,  soon  brought 
those  reported  for  dutv,  on  duty  every  other  dav, 
and  it  not  unfrequentfy  happened,  that,  to  supply 
the  details,  sick  men  were  furnished.  For  ihe 
first  month  most  of  the  tents  were  without  floors; 
and  as  the  Army  was  not  furnished  with  straw, 
the  bedding  of  the  soldiers  consisted  in  a  single 
blanket.  In  this  situation  they  were  obliged  to 
sleep  on  the  ground,  which,  during  the  month  of 
June  and  the  greater  part  of  July,  was  constantly 
damp,  and  in  places  for  a  short  time  inundated 
by  water.  If  I  recollect  accurately,  from  the 
middle  of  June  to  the  last  of  July,  there  were  but 
few  days  without  rain,  and  generally  several 
showers  in  the  same  day ;  during  this  period  and 
for  some  time  after,  the  sentinels  were  unprovided 
with  any  description  of  shelter  to  protect  them 
eithei:  against  the  rain  or  aun.    The  seatinels 


ia  the  rear  of  the  encampment,  until  the  audik 
of  July,  were  over  their  sfaues  in  mad  and  witii 
and  the  fatigue  party  employed  in  the  same  pliet 
in  digging  the  canal,  constantly  worked  ia  oi: 
and  water. 

On  our  first  arrival  at  Terre  au  Bceof,  Geacal 
Wilkinson  gave  directions  for  the  erectiosfiii 
hospital ;  but,  from  what  cause  I  am  not  ik 
to  say,  the  work  progressed  slowly,  and  was  &&. 
finished  until  a  short  time  before  our  mqvemnL 
and  when  finished  was  not  capable  of  bol<ttB! 
more  than  sixty  or  eishty  men.  We  were  ^ 
rally  without  hospital  stores,  and  when  ve  k 
them  they  were  in  such  small  quantities  as  lo  k 
of  little  service.  The  number  of  our  sick  wu  k 
great,  that  it  became  impossible  for  the  few  ph- 
sicians  inre  had  to  attend  to  them,  and  it  sonetiQiB 
occurred,  that  men  died  without  ever  h•fi&|l^ 
eeived  any  description  of  medical  assistaace.  Tk 
physicians  complained  much  of  the  want  of  me^ 
icines,  and  also,  that  from  the  exposed  sitoaiia 
of  their  patients,  the  medicines  admiikistered  Irr- 
quently  proved  injurious.  The  sick  and  tbe  v&l 
lived  in  the  same  tents ;  they  generally  subsisiai 
on  the  same  provisions ;  were  equally  exposed  ts 
.the  constant  and  ioceiisant  torreuu  of  raio,u>Uie 
scorching  heat  of  the  sun,  and  during  the  ugiit 
to  the  attacks  of  numberless  mosquitoes.  Tbef 
manifested  the  pains  and  suBeriogs  thejr  expeth 
eneed  by  shrieks  and  groans,  which,  dtirifif  ibc 
silence  of  the  night,  were  distinctly  to  be  hard 
from  one  end  of  the  line  to  the  other,  li  i&  af 
candid  belief  the  mosquitoes  produced  moreBb* 
ery  than  any  other  cause.  In  the  night  ibeut 
was  filled  with  them,  and  not  a  man  was  prsrided 
with  anything  like  a  bar  or  net.  Thus  «mtt^ 
tbe  sufferings  of  the  unfortunate  sick,  who  vm 
too  weak  to  defend  themselves,  can  perfas|»  be 
biStter  imagined  than  described. 

Between  the  5th  and  10th  of  July,  tbedEeets. 
impelled  by  motives  of  humanity,  from  tbehm* 
entable  and  distressing  situation  of  the  can;^ 
petitioned  the  General  lor  iu  removal.  I  w»  tbe 
nearer  of  the  petition.    I  met  with  him  oa  tke 

garade  and  informed  him  of  my  bttsioea.  A( 
rst  he  appeared  to  be  much  astonished ;  obserre^ 
that  a  removal  was  impossible ;  that  there  be  hii 
been  sent,  and  there  he  should  remain  uQlilo^ 
dered  away  by  competent  authority.  He  sfta- 
wards  made  use  of  a  few  harsh  expressioos,  soci 
as  that  the  officers  were  crazy,  dbc.  I  i\i  oot  p' 
into  his  hands  the  petition,  because  I  perceived  n 
would  have  no  e&QU  I  then  returaed,  and  n* 
ported  the  result.  After  this  all  prospect  oft  R* 
moval  ceased.  In  the  latter  end  of  Juij  ii  ^ 
rumored  that  orders  had  been  received  from  tK 
Secreury  of  War  for  our  removal,  aod  in  the  lif- 
ter end  of  August  these  orders  were  made  pobiit 
On  this  occasion  the  troops  manifested  ibeipeit^ 
est  joy ;  they  seemed  to  have  forgoitea  all  ibtj 
was  passed,  and  became  impatient  forlbearrint 
of  the  day  on  which  they  were  to  leave  Terre ii 
Bceuf.  The  first  of  September,  orders  were  )sm 
to  prepare  for  ascending  the  river,  aod  beivees 
the  seventh  and  eighteenth  commenced  tbeirt^ 
cent  by  detaphmenis. 
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On  the  20th  the  Ariny  was  conceotrated  oppo- 
lite  New  Orleans.    Here  a  halt  of  two  dap  en- 
ioed,  to  repair  the  boats.    A  few  of  the  boats 
¥ere  found  unfit  for  the  voyage;  bat  their  places 
wen  iminediately  sappUed  by  others  belongin||  to 
•itizeos,  who,  it  was  said,  charged  nothing,  being 
r]ad  of  an  opportunity  of  getting  them  to  Natchez. 
}q  the  23d,  after  sending  a  few'of  oor  sick  to  New 
)rieaDs.  a  general  movement  took  place ;  many 
aore  of  the  sick  could  have  been  sent,  but  we 
7ere  informed  the  hospitals  could  not  contain 
bem.    The  men  were  crowded  in  such  numbers 
D  the  boats,  as  to  preclude  everything  like  com- 
ort.    Id  many  of  the  boats  were  two  and  three 
ompanies.    This  was  an  evil  which  could  not 
e  remedied :  for,  had  our  boats  been  multiplied, 
do  not  think  we  should  have  been  able  to  man- 
ge them.    In  the  boat  in  which  I  ascended,  were 
bree  companies,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  1  could 
rer  get  more  than  twelve  or  fifteen  men  at  the 
ars.    For  f  be  first  few  da  vs  after  we  commenced 
or  ascent,  the  aitmber  or  deaths  were  not  more 
lao  usual.    Afterwards  they  began  to  increase, 
nd  before  we  arrived  at  Point  Coupee,  it  became 
first  duty  at  our  nightly  encampments  to  bury 
lose  who  had  died  during  the  day,  and  in  the 
lorning  to  bury  th<>se  who  had  died  during  the 
ight.    This  last  rite  consisted  in  wrapping  them 
\  their  blankets  and  covering  them  with  two  or 
iree  feet  of  earth.    On  the  3d  of  October,  we  ar- 
ved  at  Point  Coupee.  At  this  place  the  establish- 
ieot  of  a  hospital  was  deemed  indispensable; 
lere  beiog  no  public  funds,  the  hospital  waserect- 
i  by  the  voluntary  donations  of  the  officers.    At 
lis  place  upwards  of  a  hundred  men  were  left. 
^a  the  17ih,  the  Army  reached  Fort'Adams ;  here 
Qotber  hospital  was  establi:ihed.    The  last  of 
October  they  arrived  at  Natchez,  and  wereimme- 
iately  removed  to  their  intended  encampment, 
is  DO  arrangement  had  been  made  for  the  pro- 
iiriog  of  a  hospital,  the  situation  of  the  sick  still 
3otiaaed  to  be  miserable;  they  were  crowded 
)gether  in  tents,  and  lay  on  the  bare  ground,  ex- 
oaed  to  the  rain  and  cold.    A  small  quantity  of 
raw  was  procured,  bat  not  sufficient  for  the 
veatieth  part.    In  this  situation  numbers  died 
aily.     The  last  of  November  a  few  of  the  most 
aogerous  were  sent  to  Washington,  where  houses 
ad  been  rented  as  hospitals.    About  the  middle 
f  December  deaths  began  to  decrease,  as  the 
reater  part  of  those,  who.  on  their  arrival,  were 
luch  reduced,  had  died,  and  the  others  had  be- 
3me  convalescent.    On  the  18th  of  December, 
General  Wilkinson  was  relieved  by  General  Hamp- 
>D.  who  adopted  the  most  prompt  measures  to 
snder  the  situation  of  the  Army  as  desirable  as 
ossible.    The  police  of  the  camp,  which  before 
ad  been  neglected,  and  for  the  want  of  which  the 
amp  bad  become  extremely  offensive,  was  im- 
led  lately  attended  to ;  measures  were  also  taken 
)r  the  erection  of  a  large  and  commodious  hos- 
ital,  and  also  for  the  payment  of  the  troops.    He 
dvanced  from  his  own  pocket  one  month's  pay. 
L*he  troops  h^d  from  four  to  six  months'  due 
bem.    Why  payment  had  thus  been  delayed  I 
an  not  say.    Had  the  men  been  paid  on  their  ar* 
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rival,  it  certainly  would  have  been  of  immense 
advantage,  as  the  country  furnished  ample  sup- 
plies of  vegetables  and  tresh  provisions,  which 
sold  on  reasonable  terms.  By  returns  received 
from  the  hospitals  established  on  our  ascent,  it 
appears  that  most  of  the  sick  left  in  them  died. 
Another  cause  of  suffering,  which  I  before  omit- 
ted to  mention,  was  the  want  of  clothing ;  this 
was  because  the  new  clothing  did  not  arrive  till 
late  in  August,  and  was  not  delivered  to  the  com- 
pany officers  until  after  their  arrival  at  Washing- 
ton. It  will  not  perhaps  be  improper  to  state, 
that  when  we  were  opposite  New  Orleans,  a  pa- 
per was  presented  by  a  friend  of  General  Wilk- 
inson for  the  signatures  of  the  officers.  From 
my  own  impressions  at  that  time,  and  I  believe 
the  impressions  of  others  were  similar  to  my  own, 
1  did  not  hesitate  to  sign  it;  the  purport  of  this 
paper  was  the  approving  of  the  General's  conduct. 
The  Gtenerai  was  the  first  military  officer  in  the 
United  States,  of  long  standing,  and  of  course 
carried  with  him  the*  confidence  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Besides,  be  had  impressed  on.  our  minds 
a  belief,  that  the  misfortunes  we  had  experienced 
were  alone  attributable  to  Government;  that  he 
had  ever  acted  in  conformity  to  orders.  We 
could  not  doubt  the  words  of  our  General.  Many 
signed  it.  JOHN  DARRINGTON, 

Captain^  3d  Infantry, 

Interrogatories  put  to  Captain  John  Darrington,by  the 
Committee,  with  his  answers. 

Question.  Could  boats  have  been  procured  at 
New  Orleans  sufficient  to  convey  the  troops  to 
Fort  Adams  or  Natchez,  at  any  time  between 
the  14th  of  June  and  10th  of  September? 

Answer.  I  suppose  that  boats  could  have  been 
had.  There  are  many  boats  employed  in  the 
river,  and  I  think  they  might  have  been  procured 
on  reasonable  terms. 

Q,.  What  was  the  qualitv  of  the  provisions, 
particularly  the  floor,  with  which  the  Army  were 
supplied  during  the  encampment  at  Terre  au 

Boeuf? 

A.  The  flour  was  always  bad,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  hundred  barrels  purchased  by  Gene- 
ral Wilkinson.  It  was  generally  mouldy,  sour, 
and  frequently  filled  with  bugs  and  worms.  A 
small  proportion  of  the  po^  was  good,  and  also  a 
small  proportion  of  the  fresh  beef. 

€1.  Do  you  believe  that,  at  the  rime  the  troops 
were  using  the  bad  provisions,  a  sufficient  supply 
of  good  and  wholesome  provisions  could  nave 
been  procured  at  New  Orleans  ? 

A.  I  suppose  it  might. 

d.  At  what  time  did  the  fatigue  duty  cease  t 

A.  The  records  of  the  Army  show  it  ceased  on 
the  7th  of  September. 

Qi,  Had  you  reason  to  believe  there  were  funds 
m  the  hands  of  the  paymaster  at  New  Orleans, 
sufficient  for  paying  off  the  troops? 

A.  Yes.  I  had  command  oftbe  third  regiment, 
and  issued  an  order  to  the  paymaster  of  that  regi- 
ment, to  meet  us  when  we  should  arrive  opposite 
New  Orleans,  and  pay  off'the  men,  which  he  com- 
plied with.^ 
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d.  Were  you  provided  with  funds  todefray 
incidental  expenses  in  conveying  tbe  troops  up 
to  Natchez  ? 

A.  We  were  not.  The  expenses  incurred  whilst 
I  had  command  of  the  Army,  I  was  obliged  to 
defray  from  my  own  pocket. 

€1.  What  quantity  of  woodland  was  cleared 
by  the  troops? 

A.  I  suppose  about  thirty  acres. 

Q^  Do  you  not  suppose  the  value  of  the  land 
was  enhanced  by  the  labor  done  on  it  by  the 
troops? 

A.  Yes.  The  cleared  land  was  prepared  for 
cultivation^  and  the  uncleared  land  in  the  vicinity 
was  drained  by  the  canal  and  ditches  in  the  rear 
of  the  camp. 

Q^  How  many  men  did  you  lose  out  pf  yoiir 
company  during  your  encampment  at  Terre  an 
Boeuf? 

A.  None. 

Or  Were  your  men  encamped  on  more  favora^ 
ble  ground  than  the  other  part  of  the  Army  gen- 
erally ? 

A.  They  were  not  -,  my  company  occupied  its 
proper  place  in  the  line. 

GL>  How  many  of  your  men  were  generally  fit 
for  duty  while  at  Terre  au  Boeuf? 

A.  The  number  of  those  in  my  company  fit  for 
duty  seldom  exoeeded  five. 

€1.  How  many  of  the  men  died  on  board  of 
yuur  boat,  while  ascending  the  river? 

A.  Of  the  three  companies  on  board  my  boat, 
I  think  about  one  third  died,  including  those  left 
in  the  hospitals  established  on  our  way  up. 

d.  Did  you  receive  the  necessary  clothing  for 
your  company  ? 

A.  The  clothing  for  my  compan>y  arrived  at 
Camden,  in  Soiith  Carolina,  during  my  absence 
I  receipted  for  it  at  Charleston,  but  being  ordered 
for  New  Orleans,  and  not  being  able  to  get  it  from 
Camden  in  time^  I  was  obliged  to  sail  for  New 
Orleans,  leavioff  it  behind.  After  my  arrival  at 
New  Orleans,  1  wrote  to  the  assistant  military 
agent  at  Charleston,  stating  the  situation  of  my 
company,  and  requestiog  him  to  forward  on  my 
clothing.  He  sent  one  cask,  which  I  received  in 
the  month  of  July. 

Oh  Was  the  General  attentive  to  the  sick  at 
Terre  au  Boeuf? 
A.  He  was  particularly  attentive  to  my  com- 

Fany  ;  with  respect  to  the  remainder  of  the  Army, 
cannot  say. 

d.  Was  your  company  provided  with  quarters 
on  their  arrival  at  New  Orleans  ? 

A.  They  were  not.  On  my  arrival,  I  reported 
myself  to  the  commanding  officer ;  he  referred 
me  to  the  military  agent  for  quarters.  I  went  in 
search  of  the  agent,  but  could  not  find  him.  I 
sent  my  ensign  in  search  of  him ;  he  informed 
me  that  he  had  found  the  agent,  who  directed  him 
to  look  out  ior  quarters  wherever  they  could  be 
procured,  and  he  would  pay  for  them.  The  en- 
sign accordingly  found  quarters,  and  the  troops 
were  removed  from  the  transport  after  a  deten- 
tion on  board  for  two  or  three  days. 

Ct  From  the  state  of  the  Army  at  Terre  an 


Bmuf  on  the  20th  of  July,  if  prepaiaiiiHis  kadia- 
mediately  commenced  for  a  removal,  how  soe 
do  you  believe  a  movement  of  the  Army  up  ik 
river  might  have  commenced? 

A.  I  am  of  opinion,  that,  if  proper  measofh 
had  been  immediately  adopted, a  movemeat  wi^ 
have  been  made  in  five  or  six  dayi. 

QL.  What  were  the  arrangements  ultim&teh 
adopted  ? 

A.  I  think  the  public  boats  arrived  from  For 
Adams  early  in  August.  They  were  at  first e: 
dered  to  be  repaired  by  general  deuil,bat  there- 
pairs  went  on  slowly :  about  the  last  of  Ao^ 
or  the  beginning  of  September,  they  werediri^t! 
among  the  commanding  officers  of  corps,  vk 
undertook  to  finit;b  their  repairs,  which  weresoa 
completed*  I  reported  myself  ready  for  moriss 
in  two  days  after  receiving  my  boats. 

WAaHINOTON  ConSTT,  98. 

On  this  llth  day  of  April,  1810,  appeared  1^ 
fore  the  subscriber,  a  justiee  of  the  petite  for  siid 
county,  Captain  John  Darrinston,  and  made  o»ik> 
in  due  form  of  law,  that  the  jorci^ing  dep^sitioe 
and  answers  to  the  interrogatories,  are  jast  »f 
aceorate,  to  the  beat  of  bis  knowledge  aod  Miet 

DANIEL  RAPLVfi. 


No.  7. 


Deposition  of  Colonel  Alexander  Parker,  takes  I?  ^ 
Committee  appointed  by  the  House  of  S^sorbu- 
tivee  of  the  United  States,  to  inquire  into  tb«  ast 
or  causes  of  the  great  mortality  in  that  detadiaec 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  ordered  fet  tk 
defence  of  New  Orleans. 

January  80,  1809, 1  received  orders  from  Get- 
eral  Wilkinson,  to  sail  from  Norfolk  to  New  Or- 
leans, and  report  myself,  or  take  comcusd.a-< 
the  rank  of  the  officer  I  found  there  would  jasti/f- 

On  the  third  of  February,  did  sail  witii  iwa 
transport  ships,  with  about  300  troops  on  boaid; 
arrived  and  took  command  at  New  Orleaii&,oB 
the  26th  of  March ;  the  troops  generaUf  is  if»i 
health.  The  General  did  not  arrire  aoti'  i^ 
20th  of  April,  the  command,  of  course,  then  de 
volved  on  him. 

A  geperal  order  was  issued,  on  the  3lst  of  M>r< 
for  the  brigade  quartermaster  to  hare  50  axes, :i 
spades,  50  picks,  50  mattocks,  50  hatchets,  6  bri^ 
scythes,  4  mauls,  4  pair  of  iron  wedges.  12  haW- 
barrows,  and  the  same  quaniity  of  rakes,  rea^T 
for  service  on  Friday  morning. 

On  the  first  June,  shallop  were  ordered  to  be 
in  readiness  to  remove  a  detachment  from  (^ 
Army,  consisting  of  500  men,  under  the  coauss2b 
of  Major  Pike,  with  fifteen  days'  provisioas,  ae: 
all  the  tools  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  orders.^' 
prepare  an  encampment  at  Terre  ao  Bamffoi ik 
reception  of  the  Army,  as  a  general  mofemeii. 
would  take  place  in  the  coarse  of  a  week.  A^ 
cordingly  on  the  9th  the  troops  did  embarL  ssa 
proceeded  down  the  river  about  twelve  miies  cs 
this  new  encampment.  On  the  llth  a  seDen^ 
order  was  issued  at  Terre  au  Boeuf  for  a  w^ 
party  to  be  daily  furnished,  consisting  of  ooefi^*^ 
officer^  two  captains,  four  subalterns,  eigbt  se^ 
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ffeant8,eiffht  corporals,  and  two  hundred  privates. 
The  5cli  July  I  left  the  encampment  at  Terre  au 
Bceuf  to  return  to  the  City  of  Washioffton,  at 
which  time  I  think  there  were  600  soldiers  re- 
tamed  on  the  sick  list  ;  reference  to  the  Inspect- 
or's return  will  ascertain  the  exact  number.  The 
causes  of  such  numbers  being  sick  I  attribute  to 
the  following  reasons:  1.  The  impurity  of  the 
waters  of  the  Mississippi,  which  the  soldiers  were 
obliged  to  use  without  being  filtered ;  2.  The 
camp  being  mostly  inundated  oy  heavy  rains  and 
waters  from  the  Mississippi ;  3.  The  great  fatigue 
the  soldiers  undecwent  in  reclaiming  toat  encamp- 
ment, and  lying  on  the  wet  ground — they  not  be- 
mg  furnished  with  a  sufficiency  either  ofstraw  or 
boards ;  4.  The  provisions  that  were  issned  by  the 
Commissary  were  ganeraUy  damaged  and  unfit 
for  use ;  5.  The  great  scarcity  of  vegetables,  so 
conduciye  to  the  neatth  and  comfort  of  soldiers 
in  that  warm  climate.  A.  PARKER. 


Int«rrogatories  put  to  Colonel  Alexander  Parker,  by 
the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  cause 
or  causes  of  the  mortality  in  that  detachment  of  the 
Army  ordered  for  the  defence'  of  New  Orleans,  with 
his  answers.  ' 

doestion.  What  rank  did  you  hold  in  the  Army 
at  New  Orleans? 

Answer.  I  commanded  the  Armv  from  the  time 
of  my  arrival  until  the  arrival  of  General  Wil- 
kinson; from  which  time,  until  I  left  the  Army 
at  Terre  au  BcBuf,  I  was  second  in  command. 

CI.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  Army  dur- 
ing their  stay  at  New  Orleans,  both  as  it  respects 
their  health  and  accommodations  ? 

A.  The  troops  generally  arrived  there  in  good 
health,  but  sickness  soon  commenced,  and  rap- 
idly increased  among  them.  Their  accommoda- 
tions, as  to  barracks  and  quarters,  were  comfort- 
able; the  provisions — flour^pork,  and  beef— were 
ffenerally  bad—of  the  meanest  kind,  and  .unfit 
for  use. 

Q-  Was  there  a  sufficiency  of  sound  and  whole- 
some provisions  in  New  Orleans,  which  might 
have  been  procured  for  the  support  of  the  troops? 

A.  There  was  generally  a  supply  in  the  mar- 
ket of  good  and  wholesome  provisions,  particu-* 
larly  fiour  and  pork. 

^  Did  the  market  of  New  Orleat^s  furnish  an 
abundance  of  fresh  provisions  and  vegetables  ? 

A.  The  fresh  provisions  were  generally  poor, 
the  vegetables  were  abundant. 

Q>-  Did  you  examine  the  site  of  encampment 
At  Terre  au  Bceuf  be forethe  troops  removed  there? 
.  A.  I  ha4  passed  hy  the  place  in  going  up  the 
river,  but  never  examined  with  a  view  to  an  en- 
campment. 

CL  Were  you  or  any  other  of  the  officers,  within 
your  knowledge,  ever  consulted  as  to  the  propri- 
ety of  fixing  on  Terre  au  Boeuf  as  the  place  of 
encampment? 

A.  I  was  not,  nor  do  I  believe  that  any  of  the 
officers  were. 

Q^  Did  you  consider  Terre  au  Bceuf  jas  an  eli- 
gible position  for  an  encampment,  with  a  view  to 


the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  if  the  position  had 
been  a  healthy  one  ? 

A.  The  position  is  not  a  military  one,  but  it  is 
as  much  so  as  any  other  in  that  low  country. 

Qi,  Do  you  believe  a  healthy  situation  might 
have  been  selected  in  the  high  lands,  and  which 
would  have  been  equally  or  more  advantageous 
with  a  view  to  the  defence  of  New  Orleans  ? 

A.  I  believe  the  situation  of  the  present  en- 
campment at  Washington  may  be  considered,  as 
a  military  position,  in  every  point  of  view,  more 
eligible  and  better  calculated  for  the  defence  of 
New  Orleans  than  Terre  au  Boeuf^  or  any  other  in 
that  country,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates.  I  have  many  reasons  for  thinking  so, 
amon^  which  the  following  may  be  consider^  as 
the  principal:  an  invading  army  landing  on  the 
Mobile  and  taking  possession  of  the  heights  of  the 
Mississippi  could  easily  cut  off  all  supplies  from 
New  Orleans,  and,  with  a  small  naval  force  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  would  block  up  the  low 
country  so  completely  as  to  render  it  wholly  im- 
possible for  an  army  to  subsist  there.  The  health 
of  the  troops  would  be  much  better  preserved,  atid 
they  could  at  any  time  ipoye  down  the  river  in 
three  days  with  great  facility  in  case  of  necessity. 

Q,.  Do  you  recollect  whether  any  opinions  were 
expressed  among  the  officers,  previous  to  the  re- 
moval at  Terre  au  Bceuf,  relative  to  the  superior 
advantages  of  the  upper  country  over  that  posi- 
tion, and  whether  those  opinions  were  commu- 
nicated to  the  General  ? 

A.  The  officers  frequently  conversed  among 
themselves  on  that  subject,  but  I  do  not  know  that 
they  communicated  their  opinions  to  the  General. 
I  pointed  out  the  advantages  which  I  conceived 
the  upper  country  possessed  to  the  General.  He 
replied  that  he  was  fully  apprized  of  the  situa- 
tion, but  that  he  was  limited  in  his  orders,  and 
could  not  leave  New  Orleans  uncovered. 

^  Do  you  recollect  whether  any  opinions  were 
expretssed  araons  the  officers,  while  at  Terre  au 
Bceuf,  in  favor  of  the  removal  of  the  troops  up  the 
river,  and  whether  those  opitiions  were  commu- 
nicated to  the  General,  and  at  what  time  ? 

A.  They  were  daily  expressing  such  a  wish 
to  me,  and  often  desired. me  to  communicate  their 
wishes  to  the  General,  and  press  him  for  a  remo- 
val. I  did  mention  to  the  General,  about  the 
last  of  June  or  the  first  of  July,  the  necessity  of 
removing  the  troops  from  that  encampment  to  the 
upper  country.  His  reply  was  nearly  similar  to 
the  one  he  gave  me  before — that  he  was  restricted 
in  his  powers,  and  could  not  leave  New  Orleans 
uncovered. 

Q,.  When  you  left  the  encampment,  were  the 
troops  regularly  paid  up? 

A.  According  to  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
there  was  not  more  than  two  months'  pay  due 
the  troops  generally  when  I  left  there. 

R.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Paymaster  at 
New  Orleans  had  funds  in  his  hands  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  troops  ? 

A.  He  informed  me,  some  time  in  the  month 
of  June,  that  he  had  received  a  draft,  and  had 
funds  in  his  hands.    He  had  been  in  a  very  low 
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state  of  health  for  some  time,  and  remaioed  so 
when  I  left  there,  which  disabled  him  from  trans- 
acting any  kind  of  business. 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  the  fatigue  parties  were 
too  large  in  proportion  to  the  strength  of  the  Army, 
and  that  the  excessire  fatigue  raereby  imposed 
on  the  troops  contributed  very  much  to  increase 
the  sickness  and  deaths  ? 

A.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  details  for  fatigue 
and  camp  duty  were  much  too  great  for  the  well 
part  of  the  troops  to  perform,  and  that  it  was  one 
great  cause  of  the  mortality. 

^  Were  the  ditches  and  other  improvements 
made  in  the  camp  absolutelv  necessary  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  troops? 

A.  They  were  certainly  of  ^reatservice  in  drain- 
ing the  ground,  and  making  it  more  dry  and  com- 
fortable. 

Q.  Do  vou  think  the  work  done  by  the  troops 
rendered  the  land  more  valuable  to  the  proprietor? 

A.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  its  value  was 
improved  by  draining  and  clearing  it. 

Q.  In  what  state  did  you  find  the  ground  in- 
tended for  the  encampment? 

A.  The  ground  on  which  the  right  wing  of  the 
Army  was  encamped  had  once  been  cleared^  but 
was  covered  with  brambles  and  underwood.  On 
the  left  it  was  a  perfect  boar,  and  uncleared. 

Q.  Was  there  time  sufficient  for  the  carap- 
fbrming  party,  under  Major  Pike,  to  have  com- 
pleted the  preparations  for  encampment  previous 
to  th^  removal  of  the  main  body  to  Terre  an  Boeuf ? 

A.  I  think  there  was  not.  He  moved  with  his 
ptLttyon  the  first  June,  and  the  main  body  moved 
OD  the  ninth.  It  would  have  taken  the  party 
under  bis  command  a  month  or  six  weeks  to  put 
the  ground  in  any  tolerable  order. 

Q.  Was  not  the  place  chosen  for  encampment 
Biiich  infested  with  mosquitoes,  &c. 
^  A.  It  was.  The  mosquitoes,  gnats,  and  rep- 
tiles, were  so  numerous  as  to  be  very  distressing 
to  the  men,  and  were  a  great  aggravation  of  their 
other  sufierines. 

d.  Were  the  troops  supplied  with  the  neces- 
sary hospital  stores? 

A.  They  were  not ;  and  the  troops  suffered 
raach  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  them.  Many 
of  the  men  died  without  having  received  any  aid 
from  hospital  stores. 

Q^  Was  it  not  within  the  power  of  the  Gen- 
eral to  order  the  military  agent  to  furnish  the 
necessary  hospital  stores  and  other  supplies  for 
the  use  of  the  troops? 

A.  The  General  may  at  all  times  draw  on  the 
military  agent  for  any  quantity  of  stores  that  may 
be  found  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  troops. 

d.  Do  you  know  whether  the  military  agent 
bad  funds  in  his  hands  to  meet  such  drafts? 

A.  About  the  last  of  April  he  had  considera- 
ble funds  in  his  hands.  I  cannot  say  what  his 
disbursements  were  after  that  period. 

d*  What  were  the  most  prevalent  diseases  in 
the  Army  while  you  were  there? 

A.  Dysenteries  and  diarrbcea.  These  disor- 
ders were  increased  by  the  dampness  of  the  ground 
4m  which  the  troops  were  encamped.  ' 


d.  Were  the  waters  of  the  Mississtppi  consid- 
ered as  wholesome  ? 

A.  When  filtered  the  water  is  considered  is 
wholesome;  but,  in  the  state  in  which  the  na 
were  obliged  to  use  it,  it  was  considered  by  med- 
ical men  as  very  unwholesome. 

Q,.  Could  not  the  men  have  been  supplied  win 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  filtered  water? 

A.  A  suffieientquantity  of  filtering  stonescooU 
not  have  been  had,  but  a  good  sobstitote  iDi|k 
have  been  found  in  sand  or  chareoal. 

Q^  Were  the  sentries  provided  with  the  oeces- 
sary  shelters  to  preserve  them  from  the  effects g' 
the  sun,  rain,  and  dews? 

A.  They^  were  not, during  my  stay  there.  There 
were  sentinels  who  felt  on  their  posts  from  tbe 
effects  of  the  sun,  or  other  (Miuse,  and  expired  ren 
suddenly. 

d.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  a  sufficient  oamber 
of  boats  eottid  at  any  time  have  been  procsredt: 
New  Orleans  for  the  purpose  of  conreyisg  tke 
troops  up  the  river? 

A.  At  all  times  a  number  of  boats  might  ban 
been  procured,  but  whether  in  sufficient  oooibeR 
to  have  removed  all  the  troops  at  once,  1  aoiBOt 
able  to  say. 

d.  Is  It  your  opinion  that  the  troops  ai|ki 
have  been  encamped  on  the  plains  of  the  Fau- 
bourg St.  Mary,  and  that,  if  they  had  bees  so 
encamped,  their  situation  would  have  beeo  more 
eligible  than  it  was  at  Terre  au  Bouf? 

A.  I  am  under  the  inspression  that  the  froisd 
would  not  have  been  sufficiently  extensive  fcru 
encampment.  If  it  would,  it  possessed  miof  id- 
vantages,  such  as  its  being  drier,  and  the  facilitr 
of  procuring  vegetables  and  other  neces&try  sop- 
plies;  but  I  am  under  the  impression,  that,  frco 
its  vicinity  to  the  town,  it  would  have  beeo  is- 
possible  to  have  restrained  the  men,  and  prereotrd 
them  from  entering  into  all  the  vices  eommoan 
large  towns.  , 

Q^  Was  the  police  of  the  camp  such  as  to  keep  j 
it  sufficiently  clean?  .    I 

A.  The  police  -officers  were  sufficiently  strid, 
but  the  low  situation  of  the  ground  caa$cdtfl^ 
quent  overflowing  of  the  sinks,  and  produced  i 
very  great  stench,  which  was  eitremely  offensi" 
throughout  the  camp. 

Q.  In  the  state  in  which  the  Armj^ns,^ 
Terre  au  Boeuf,  do  you  believe  it  could  hare  ma* 
any  serious  opposition  against  even  a  small  iaw" 
ing  force  ? 

A.  It  is  my  opinion  that  our  troops  were  si 
emaciated  and  reduced  by  sickness,  the  clims^ 
and  the  want  of  proper  nourishment,  that  tbef 
could  have  made  but  a  very  feeble  opposing 
against  even  a  small  military  in  good  health  an 
well  organized. 

d.  Were  the  mosquito  bars  or  nets  oecessaif 
for  the  troops,  particularly  for  the  sick,  and  veff 
they  provided  ? 

A.  Nets  were  absolutely  necessary  for  ^^ 
accommodation  of  the  Army.  Wheo  I  Jeft'"^ 
country  a  few  nets  were  provided  for  tbesick« 
the  New  Orleans  Hospital.  I  was  iDforme^  9j 
the  military  agentj  that  he  either  had  JiB  haodtea 
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tbouMpd  dollars  for  the  purpoiie  of  purchasing 
mosquito  nets,  or  that  he  was  ordered  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  provide  for  the  Army  at  New 
Orleaos,  to  the  amoant  of  tea  thousand  dollars. 

^  What  was  the  price  of  mosquito  nets  ? 

A.  Good  nets  for  the  soldiers  might  have  been 
purchased  for  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

Q^  Did  any  cause  or  causes  exist,  within  your 
knowledge,  to  impose  an  imperious  duty  on  the 
commander  to  encamp  in  the  vicinity  of  New 
OrIfan«(? 

A.  None  within  my  knowledge. 

QL  Were  there  any  symptoms  of  discontent 
manifested  at  New  Orleans,  which  could  require 
the  detention  of  the  Army  at  Terre  au  Bceuf? 

A.  The  citizens  of  New  Orleans  were  peace* 
able,  and  appeared  to  be  well  disposed  to  the 
Government.  I  heard  of  no  dissatisfaction,  nor 
murmurs  of  any  kind. 

CI.  Did  anv  reasonable  apprehension  eiist.  from 
the  influx  or  refugees  from  Cuba,  that  could  re- 
quire the  presence  of  an  Army? 

A.  No  apprehensions  were  entertained  that  I 
heard  of.     I  bad  none. 

Q^  Admitting  that  svmptoms  of  discontent  had 
been  manifested,  would  not  an  encampment  of 
the  Army  in  the  high  lands  have  given  to  the 
Government  the  surest  and  moat  certain  means 
of  overthrowing  anything  like  opposition? 

A.  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion,  that,  as  a  mili* 
tary  position,  the  higb  lands,  in  every  point  of 
view,  may  be  considered  as  the  most  eligible  for 
the  protection  and  defence  of  New  Ofleans^  and 
that  the  encampment  of  the  Army  in  the  higher 
country  would  afford  the  most  certain  means  of 
quelling  anything  like  opposition  to  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Qp.  Were  you  informed  that  an  order  had  been 
given  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  30th  of 
April,  1809,  for  the  removal  of  the  troops  to  the 
rear  of  Fort  Adams,  or  Natchez  ? 

A.  I  heard  of  no  such  order,  nor  was  informa- 
tion of  such  an  order  communicated  to  the  Army. 

CI.  Is  it  not  customary  for  the  commanding 
officer  of  an  army  to  consult  his  officers  of  high- 
est rank  upon  matters  of  importance,  respecting 
the  disposition  of  the  army  under  his  command  ? 

A.  It  is. 

On  this.  14th  day  of  April,  1810,  appeared  be- 
fore the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  Wash- 
ington county,  Colonel  Alexander  Parker,  and 
made  oath,  in  due  form  of  law,  that  the  foregoing 
deposition,  and  answers  to  interrogatories,  are  just 
and  accurate,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief.    Sworn  before  DAN.  RAPINE. 


No.  8. 

Interrogatories  put  to  Captain  E.  Williams,  by  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  cause  or  causes 
of  the  great  mortality  in  that  detachment  of  the  Army 
order^  for  the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  with  bis 
answers. 

duestion.  What  rank  did  you  hold  in  the  Army 
at  New  Orleans? 
Answer.  1  held  the  rank  of  captain,  and  acted 


as  an  aid-de-camp  to  €teneral  Wilkinson,  from 
the  16th  January,  1809,  to  the  30th  June  follow- 
ing. I  arrived  at  New  Orleans  on  the  19ih  April. 
1809. 

Q^  What  was  the  condition  of  the  Army  dur- 
ing their  stay  at  New  Orleans,  both  as  it  respected 
their  health  and  accommodations? 

A.  The  accommodations  were  good  and  com- 
fortable. Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  troops, 
the^  were  afflicted  with  diarrhcea,  supposed  to  be 
owing  to  the  medicinal  properties  of  the  water  of 
the  Mississippi.  The  water  generally  producea 
such  effects  on  strangers.  The  sickness  increased 
during  the  continuance  of  the  troops  at  New 
Orleans. 

Q.  Was  there  a  sufficiency  of  sound  and  whole- 
some provisions  at  New  Orleans,  which  might 
have  been  procured  for  the  support  of  the  troops? 

A.  No  doubt  but  that  a  sufficiency  of  sound  and 
wholesome  provisions  might  hare  been  purchased 
there  at  any  time. 

d.  What  was  the  quality  of  the  provisions  fur- 
nished the  army  ? 

A.  Whilst  at  New  Orleans  I  was  uninformed 
of  anything  relating  to  this  question,  as  I  then 
acted  as  an  aid-de-camp  to  the  commander  of 
the  Army.  When  I  took  my  station  in  the  line, 
1  had  frequent  occasion  to  complain  of  the  pro- 
visions; they  were  often  unfit  for  use ;  our  com- 
plaints were  known  to  the  Qeneral.  In  some 
instances  the  provisions  were  condemned,  and 
others  purchased  by  order  of  the  Qeneral.  One' 
hundred  barrels  of  flour  were  purchased  by  the 
General. 

d.  Do  you  believe  a  healthy  situation  might 
have  been  selected  in  the  high  lands,  and  which 
would  have  been  equally,  or  more  advantareoua 
with  a  view  to  the  defence  of  New  Orleans  ? 

A.  A  more  healthy  situation  might  have  been 
selected  in  the  high  lands,  but  not  so  eligible  foi  ' 
the  defence  of  New  Orleans. 

€1.  Are  you  well  acquainted  with  the  country 
above  New  Orleans,  and  the  positions  best  calcu- 
lated for  military  sites  ? 

A.  I  am  not. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  whether  anv  opiniona 
were  ezoressed  among  the  officers,  while  at  Terre 
au  Boeur^  in  favor  of  the  removal  of  the  troopa 
up  the  river,  and  whether  those  opinions  were 
communicated  to  the  General,  and  at  what  time  ? 

A.  The  officers  frequently  expressed  opinions 
in  favor  of  a  removal  to  the  nigh  country.  Their 
opinions  were  known  to  the  General. 

d.  Were  the  troops  regularly  paid  ? 

A.  Thf^y  were  not  regularly  paid.  When  I 
left  the  detachment  at  Washington,  Mississippi 
Territory,  on  the  27th  of  November,  the  regi- 
ment to  which  I  was  attached  had  arrears  due 
for  five  months. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  fatigue  parties  were  too 
large,  in  proportion  to  the  strength  of  the  Army, 
and  that  the  excessive  fatigue  thereby  imposed 
on  the  troops  contributed  very  much  to  increase 
the  sickness  and  deaths  ? 

A.  I  do  think  they  were. 

d.  Were  the  ditches,  and  other  improvementa 
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made  in  the  camp,  absolately  necessary  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  troops  ? 

A.  Ditches  were  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
comfort  of  the  troops;  the  ditches  made  were 
unnecessarily  lar^e  ror  a  temporarv  cantonment. 

d.  Do  you  think  that  the  work  done  by  the 
troops  rendered  the  land,  more  valuable  to  the 
proprietor  ? 

A.  I  do ;  inasmuch  as  it  rendered  a  portion  of 
the  land  on  which  we  encamped  fft  for  cultiva- 
tion, which  land,  previous  to  our  encampment, 
was,  in  its  primitive  state,  w^t  and  marshy. 

Ct.  In  what  state  did  you  find  the  ground  in- 
tended for  encampment? 

A.  Part  of  it  had  been  cultivated,  but  was  over- 
j[rown  with  weeds  and  brush ;  the  remainder  was 
in  its  primitive  state — low,  wet,  and  marshy, 
whichf  when  ditched  and  cleared,  became  dry. 

d.  Was  there  time  sufficient  for  the  camp- 
forming  party,  under  Major  Pike,  to  have  com- 
pleted the  preparations  for  encampmentjprevious 
to  the  removal  of  the  main  bony  to  Terre  au 

BCBUf? 

A.  I  do  not  think  the  time  was  sufficient. 
When  the  main  body  of  the  Army  arrived,  more 
than  half  of  the  work  was  to  be  aone. 

Q^  Was  not  this  place  chosen  for  encampment 
znuch  infested  with  mosquitoes,  dbc. 

A.  Yes,  it  was;  but  not  more  so  thati  that 
country  generally  is. 

d.  Were  the  troops  supplied  with  the  neces- 
sary hospital  stores  ? 

A.  The  troops  were.  In  my  opinion,  at  no  time 
sufficiently  supplied  with  hospital  stores. 

Q»  What  were  the  most  prevalent  diseases  in 
the  Army  while  you  were  there? 

A.  Dysenteries^  bilious  teyets^  agues  and  fevers, 
and  the  scurvy, 

'd.  Could  not  the  men  have  been  sqpplfed  with 
a  suffici^t  quantity  of  filtered  water  ? 

A.  The  men  could  have  been  supplied  with  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  filtered  water ;  the  means 
of  filtering  it  being  in  abundance. 

d.  Were  the  sentries  provided  with  the  neces- 
sary shelters  to  preserve  them  from  the  efifecu  of 
the  sun,  rain,  and  dews? 

A.  The  sentries  were  At  no  time  properly  pro- 
tected from  the  weather;  about  the  middle  of 
July,  sheds  were  erected,  but  they  afforded  little 
protection. 

d.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  a  sufficient  number 
of  boats  could  have  been  procured,  at  any  time, 
at  New  Orleans  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  the 
troops  up  the  river? 

A.  Comfortable  boats  could  have  been  pro- 
cured, at  any  tim^,  at  New  Orleaqs  for  the  con- 
veyance of  the  troops. 

d.  Is  it  your  opinion  tbatf  the  troops  might 
have  been  encamped  on  the  plains  of  tne  Faux- 
bourg  St.  Mary,  and  that,  if  they  had  been  so 
encamped,  their  situation  would  have  been  more 
elidble  than  it  was  at  Terre  au  Boeuf  ? 

A.  I  do  not  think  they  could  have  been  en- 
camped there  so  advantageously  as  at  Terre  au 
Boeuf,  the  vicinity  to  New  Orleans  tempting  the 
men  to  dissipation  and  other  vices. 


d*  Was  the  police  of  the  camp.saeh  as  to  keep 
it  sufficiently  clean  ? 

A.  The  detail  for  police  was  saffieieot,  aoi]  (k 
camp  kept  as  clean  as  the  nature  of  tbe  grosed 
would  admit ;  the  frequent  rains  causing  ike 
sinks  to  overflow  contributed  to  the  diseases  i 
the  camp. 

d.  In  the  state  in  which  the  Anuf  was  it 
Terre  au  Boeuf,  do  you  believe  it  cootd  hare 
made  any  serious  opposition  against  a  small  la- 
va din^force? 

A.  The  eztrenie  disease  of  our  camD  woold 
have  made  it  impossible  for  us  effieieotlf  lo  op- 
pose even  a  small  force. 

d.  Were  mosquito  bars  or  nets  necessary  for 
the  troops,  particularly  the  sick,  and  were  tbej 
provided? 

I  consider  mosquito  bars  absolotelf  neeessarf 
for  both  the  sick  and  the  welL  A  few  were  sop- 
plied,  at  a  late  season,  for  the  sick. 

d*  Did  any  cause  or  causes  exist,  wiibin  yDin 
knowledge,  to  impose  an  imperions  duty  od  tl>( 
commander  to  encamp  in  the  vicinity  of  Nev 
Orleans  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  any  cause  wbr  the  trctps 
were  kept  in  the  vicinity  of  New  OrlesBs.  Tte 
idea  generally  prevailed  among  the  officersii!i 
it  was  iii  conformity  to  the  wishes  of  the  G«t- 
ernment. 

d.  Were  there  any  symptons  of  discouwt 
manifested  at  New  Orleans  which  would  reqoift 
the' detention  of  the  Army  at  Terre  an  Bffaf^^ 

A.  I  know  of  none  that  could  require  the  (»• 
tention  of  the  whole  detachment.  In  my  opio'" 
it  was' politic  to  leave  a  small  portion  of  the  Arof 
there,  as  the  influx  of  people  from  Cdba  exdtn 
disquiet  in  the  town. 

d.  Were  you  informed  that  an  order  had  mo 
given  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  30ui« 
April  1809,  for  the  removal  of  the  troops  to* 
rear  of  Fort  Adams,  or  Natchez  ?         ,  ,  u 

A.  I  knew  of  no  order  for  the  waovwoi  «^ 
troops  until  about  the  dOth  of  August,  1809. 

In  addition  to  the  interrogatories  put  M  ^^ 
committee,  it  may  be  proper  to  add,  that, (»w 
about  the  1st  of  September,  the  troops  were 


ordered  by  General  James  Wilkinson  to  pKg'« 
for  a  removal  to  the  high  lands  up  the  ^\^l\ 
sissippi.  The  troops  left  Terre  au  Boaf  by  ^J 
tachments,  between  the  8th  and  18th  of  Septeo' 
her.  On  the  20th  they  #erc  concentrated  oppo^« 
New  Orleans;  many  of  the  boats  f^n^J^ jj. 
OUT  conveyance  were  found  to  be  in  a  leakf  ^ 
dition,  some  few  totally  unfit  for  service.  ^^^ 
23d  we  halted  about  a  mile  above  the  ctty  toi^ 
pair,  and  in  order  to  remove  such  of  the  J'J  ^ 
the  hospital  at  New  Orleans  as  were  *°^  ^L  i 
moved.  Many  were  forced  to  proceed  ir 
want  of  room  in  the  hospiul,  attd  who  ^^ 


have  been  recovered  could  they  hare  bad  rw  ^ 
comfortable  lodgings*  At  no  time  w>^  *°^j 
sufficiency  of  ho8))ital  stores  dnriog  o^*"  r  ^|^ 


Our  surgeons  often  complained  of  a  ^^  -^^ily 
proper  medicines,  and  such  as  they  had  '[^yjiy 
proved  inefficacious,  as  the  sick  were  nf^^^y 
exposed  to  the  heat  of  the  sun,  and  the 
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dews  at  night,  together  with  every  Tariety  of 
weather.  Straw  not  beioi?  furoithed,  as  ex- 
pressly  ordered  by  the  War  Department,  the  sick 
and  the  well  lay  on  the  ground  with  a  single 
blanket.  The  sufferings  of  the  men  may  be  bet- 
ter imagined  than  related.  The  number  of  sick 
cootinaed  toincrease;  deaths  became  more  nu- 
merous. At  Point  Coupee  it  wtis  Judged  neces- 
sary to  establish  an  hospital,  in  which  were  left 
the  most  dangerous  of  our  sick,  (who,  for  their 
necessaries  and  comforta,  were  dependent  on  the 
charity  of  the  officers,  as  the  detachments  were 
without  public  funds.)  in  number-about  one  hun- 
dred. At  Fort  Adams  a  similar  step  was  found 
necessary.  As  the  diseases  of  the  climate  affeeted 
all  we  were  often  deprired  of  the  services  of  our 
surgeons,  and  men  were  known  to  die  without 
the  smallest  medical  assistance.  The  troops 
arrived  at  Natchez  about  the  first  of  November, 
and  were  immediately  removed  to  Washington, 
where  the  change  or  air  was  soon  observed  to 
have  a  b^PPy  effect  on  the  health  of  the  men. 
General  Wilkinson  was  generjally  attentive  to 
the  sick,  particularly  to  my  company* 

WM.  E.  WILLIAMS, 
Captain  6th  Regiment  Jnfantry, 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  Washington^  April  ID,  1810. 

Captain  William  &.  Williams  made  oath  be- 
fore me  that  the  fore^oinjp  statement,  in  answer 
to  the  queries  put  to  him,  is  true,  and  so  far  aa  he 
states  it  to  have  been  derived  from  the  informa- 
tion of  others,  he  believes  it  to  be  true. 

DANIEL  RAPINE. 


No.  9. 
Interrogatories  put  to  Lieutenant  Enos  Cutler,  by  the 
Gommitlee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  cause  or 
canses  of  the  great  mortalitv  in,  that  detachment  of 
the  Anny  appointed  ior  the  defonce  of  New  Or leansk 
with  hifl  aaawers. 

€tuestion.  What  rank  did  you  hold  in  the 
Army? 

Answer.  First  lieutenant  in  the  seventh  regi*- 
mcnt  of  infantry. 

Ct  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  Army  1 

A  I  have  been  in  service  since  the  third  of 
May,  1808. 

€L  At  what  time  did  you  arrive  at  New  Or- 
leans? 

A.  I  arrived  there  on  the  last  day  of  March, 
1809. 

Ct.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  Army  during 
their  stay  at  New  Orleans,  both  as  it  respects 
(heir  health  and  accommodations  ? 

A.  After  we  arrived  at  New  Orleans  the  dys- 
entery soon  became  very  prevalent  among  the 
troops.  The  accommodations  were  good.  The 
company  under  my  command  (the  captain  being 
sick  and  absent)  arrived  in  good  health,  but  soon 
became  sickly,  and  six  or  seven  men  died  before 
we  removed  to  Terre  au  Bceuf. 

Or.  What  was  the  quality  of  the  provisions  with 
which  the  troops  were  supplied  while  at  New 
Orleans? 


A.  Our  meat  was  good ;  the  four  sometime^' 
good,  and  sometimes  bad. 

d.  Was  there  a  aufllciency  of  sound  and  whole- 
some provisions  in  New  Orleans,  which  might 
have  been  procured  for  the  support  of  the  troops  1 

A.  I  knew  very  little  respecting  the  state  of  the 
provtsiona  in  the  market  at  New  Orleans,  but  I 
do  not  think  that  a  supply  of  good  flour  could  at 
all  times  have  been  nad. 

d.  Did  the  market  of  New  Orleans  furnish  a 
sufficient  supply  of  fresh  provisions  and  vege** 
tables? 

A.  It  furnished,  I  believe,  at  all  times,  a  suf- 
ficient supply  of  veg[etables,  but  whether  a  suf- 
fideacy  of  fresh  provisions  could  at  lill  times  have 
been  had,  I  cannot  aay. 

d.  At  what  time  did  you  remove  from  New 
Orleans  to  Terre  au  BcBuf  ? 

A.  it  was  on  the  third  day  of  Jun^.  I  went 
with  the  first  detachment,  under  the  command  of 
Major  Pike. 

CL  lit  what  condition  dfd  vou  find  the  ground 
allotted  for  the  encampment  ? 

A.  Theground  on  the  right  was  dry  and  cov- 
ered with  weeds ;  towards  the  left  it  was  lowers 
and  somewhat  wet)  and  covered  with  brush,  black- 
berry bushes,  dto.  The  party  under  Major  Pike 
encamped  on  the  right,  ^nd,  when  the  other  troopa 
came  down,  the  line  was  extended  to  th«  left. 

d.  At  what  time  did  the  main  body  of  the 
troops  arrive  at  Terre  au  Bceuf,  and  was  the  en- 
campment prepared  for  their  reception  ? 

A.  I  believe  it  was  eight  or  ten  days  after  out 
arrival.  The  ground  was  as  well  prepared  as  the 
time  would  admit. 

d.  How  long  after  their  arrival  was  it  before  the 
troops  were  provided  with  flooring  in  their  tents  ? 

A.  They  were  provided  immediately  after  the 
arrival  of  the  main  bodv ;  the  boats  in  which 
they  defended  were  broken  up  for  that  purpose. 

Or  Was  the  place  at  which  the  troops  were 
encamped  much  infested  by  mosquitoes? 

A.  It  was,  like  the  rest  of  that  country,  very 
much  infested  by  them. 

€1.  Were  the  troops  supplied  with  the  necessary 
hospital  stores  and  medicines? 

A.  I  heard  no  complaint  for  the  want  of  medi* 
cine,  but  there  was  a  want  of  hospital  stores. 

d.  Do  you  not  suppose  the  fatigue  parties  were 
too  large  in  proportion  to  the  strength  of  the 
Army,  and  that  the  fatigue  thereby  imposed  on. 
the  trgops  tended  to  increase  the  sickness  and 
deaths  ? 

A.  On  our  first  arrival  the  fatigue  parties  were 
large;  they  were  afterwards  reduced.  I  do  not 
know  that  the  sickness  or  deaths  ivere  increased 
by  the  fatigue. 

d.  At  what  time  were  the  fatigue  parties  re- 
duced? 

A.  I  cannot  remember. 

Q^  Were  the  sentries  provided  with  the  neces- 
sary shelter  to  protect  them  from  the  sun,  raia, 
and  dews? 

A.  Yes,  they  were  provided  with  shelters  cov- 
ered with  palmettoes,  sufficiently  tight  to  protect 
them  from  common  rains. 
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d.  At  what  time  were  tbey  so  provided  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  probably  towards  tbe  last  of 
July,  but  t  am  not  certain  as  to  the  time. 

Q^  What  was  tbe  quality  of  the  provisions 
with  which  the  troops  were  supplied  while  en* 
camped  at  Terre  au  Boeuf  ? 

A.  bur  meat  was  generally  fresh,  and  gene- 
rally good ;  our  flour  sometimes  .bad.  A  pur- 
chase of  flour  was  once  made  by  order  of  the 
General,  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  ihe  coo- 
tractor  to  supply  the  troops. 

Q,.  Was  the  police  of  the  camp  such  as  to  keep 
it  sufficiently  clean  ? 

A.  Great  attention  was  paid  to  the  police  of 
the  camp  bjr  the  officers,  but  the  troops  being  new, 
the  camp  did  not  preserve  that  clean  appearance 
which  a  camp  of  old  soldiers  probably  would. 

d.  Were  tbe  ditches  which  were  made  by  tbe 
Army  necessary  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
troops?    A.  1  conceived  them  to  be  so. 

Q^  Do  you  recollect  whether  any  opinions 
were  expressed  among  the  officers  while  at  Terre 
au  BcBuf,  in  favor  of  the  removal  of  the  troops  ui» 
the  river,  and  whether  those  opinions  were  com- 
municated to  the  General,  and  at  what  time  7 

A.  There  were  opinions  of  that  kind  expressed, 
and  I  believe  they  were  communicated  to  the 
General  early  in  July. 

GL  Were  the  troops  well  clothed  while  at 
Terre  au  Bosuf  ? 

A.  My  company  had  received  their  yeaHs 
clothing,  which,  year  did  not  expire  with  those 
first  enlisted,  until  the  first  of  July,  but,  being 
new  recruits,  their  clothing  had  become  much 
worn ;  and  I  believe  this  was  the  case  with  the 
troops  generally.  Some  clothing  was  drawn  in 
advance,  by  some  of  the  officers,  while  at  Terre 
•u  Boeuf. 

Q^  Do  you  conceive  that  Terre  au  Bosuf  is 
the  most  eligible  place  in  that  country  for  an  en* 
caropment  ? 

A.  I  believe  it  was  as  much  so  as  any  place  in 
the  neighborhood  of  New  Orleans. 

€1.  What  were  the  diseases  with  which  the 
troops  were  afflicted  while  at  Terre  au  Bcsuf  ? 

A.  The  dysentery  continued ;  in  addition  to 
which,  they  were  afflicted  with  ague  and  fever, 
fever,  and  a  disorder  in  the  mouth,  which  was 
called  by  some  physicians  the  scurvy,  and  by 
others^y  some  other  name. 

Q.  Were  the  troops  regularly  paid  ? 

A.  The  law  provides  that,  in  ordinary  cases, 
the  troops  shall  be  paid  every  two  months.  We 
were  paid  in  New  Orleans,  up  to  the  last  of 
April;  and  in  August  we  were  paid  up  to  the 
last  of  June.  ^At  Washington  we  were  paid  in 
January  up  to  the  last  of  December. 

d.  At  what  time  did  you  hear  that  the  Gene- 
ral had  received  orders  to  remove  the  troops  up 
the  river  1 

A.  I  did  not  hear  it  until  a  short  time  before 
we  removed. 

d.  Could  boats  have  been  procured  at  New 
Orleans  sufficient  to  convey  the  troops  to  Fort 
Adams  or  Natchez,  at  any  time  between  the  14th 
of  June  and  the  10th  of  September  7 


A.  I  doubt  whether  a  saffieieoc  oovbctcf 
boats  could  have  been  procured,  at  any  ooe  tiot 
to  convey  the  whole  of  tbe  troops  at  once. 

d.  How  many  men  died  out  of  your  cos- 
pany  while  at  Terre  au  Bosuf? 

A.  One  man  only,  and  he  went  sick  fromNn 
Orleans  to  that  place. 

d«  How  many  men  had  you  i^enenlly  fit  k 
duty  in  yoUr  company,  while  at  Terre  ao  fi(»if: 

A.  The  report  of  duty-men  arose  from  tweiR, 
when  we  first  arrived  there,  up,  I  beliere^asliiik 
as  twenty-six,  about  the  last  of  June.  loJcir 
they  became  sickly  again,  and,  for  some  umete> 
fore  we  left  the  encampment,  we  did  not  rep«i 
more  than  nine  or  ten. 

£NOS  CUTLER,  Iff  Liar. 

Washington  County,  m. 

On  this  24th  day  of  April,  1810,  before  m 
subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  eoaotr. 
appeared  Enos  Cutler,  and  made  oath,  io  die 
form,  that  the  facts  stated  in  the  foregoing li* 
davit  are  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowli^ee. 

DANIEL  RAPINE. 


No.  10. 


Deposition  of  Captain  Ninian  Piokney,  in  tb  tat 
regiment  of  infiuitiy,  taken  by  the  Cominitteeoft^ 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  StitAip* 
pointed  to  inquire  into  the  cause  or  came  of  tbe 
great  mortality  in  that  detaehment  of  the  Ansj  of 
the  United  States  ordered  for  the  defence  of  Xiv 
Orleans. 

I  have  been  m  the  Army  of  the  UoitedStite 
since  February,  1801. 

I  was  appointed  brigade  inspector,  sod  ordered 
to  New  Orleans,  where  I  arrived  on  the  31st of 
March,  1809. 

The  public  buildings  not  being  sofiieieni  hi 
the  accoromadatioB  of  but  a  smaH  proportin <>^ 
the  troops  which  bad  arrived,  and  was  dailjtni* 
ving,  they  were  quartered  in  all  parbtof  ihen^T 
and  fauzbourgs,  in  comfortable  houses.  Tbe 
sick  reports  soon  became  very  considerable;  u4 
I  understood  tbe  diseases  to  be  chiefljr  the  dfsea- 
tery,  which  attacks  all  strangers,  and  of  wbiclia 
number  of  the  men  died.  The  prorisioos  issatd 
to  the  troops  were  salted  pork  and  beef,  bread^ 
and  flour,  which  1  have  understood  was  ootof 
the  best  quality ;  nor  do  I  believe  good  floor  or 
fresh  beef,  in  large  quantities,  could  bare  bees 
procured  in  the  country. 

A  detachment  of  troops,  under  the  commzw 
of  Major  Pike,  left  New  Orleaos,  on  the  3d  &| 
June,  for  Terre  au  Boeuf,  to  prepare  tbe  ^ouw 
for  an  encampment,  aad  the  remaioder  of  w 
Army  went  down  on  the  9th  and  lOtb  of  t» 
same  month :  at  which  time  I  went,  aod  tmi 
the  ground  as  well  prepared  as  the  short  im 
given  them  would  permit,  but  some  small  ooder- 
wood,  briers,  and  weeds,  remained  to  be  remora 
on  each  flank  of  tbe  line,  and  ditches  to  be  eoi 
to  carry  off  the  water  when  the  raiDjr  se«^ 
should  come  on.    And,  for  this  purpose, af«J<™ 
fatigue  was  detailed,  consisting  of  twoeapta^^ 
four  subalterns,  and  two  hundred  oeo,  vdicB 
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was  reduced  in  proportion  as  those  6bjectB  were 
accoiDplisbed.  and  was  entirely  taken  off  by  the 

1st  of  AUflrust. 

The  tents  of  the  men  and  officers  were  made 
comfortable,  by  flooring  them  with  the  plank 
taken  from  the  boats  in  which  they  ascended  the 
ri?erf  and  erecting  sheds,  covered  with  palmet- 
toes,  to  protect  them  from  the  ^un  and  ratn  ;  and 
every  exertion  was  made  by  the  Qeneral  to  es- 
tablish  and  keep  tip  a  strict  police,  as  can  be  seen 
by  the  general  orders  issued  at  that  camp. 

I  hare  heard  the  surgeons  and  surgeon's  mates 
frequently  complain  of  the  want  of  hospital 
stores  and  medicines;  and  I  haTe  understood 
that  the  greater  part  of  those  articles  used  at 
camp  Terre  au  Boeuf  was  purchased  at  New 
Orleans.  The  regular  supply  from  Philadelphia 
did  not  arrive  in  Orlean9  until  about  the  Ist  of 
September,  at  which  time  the  ololhiog  arrived 
also.  Some  of  the  companies  were  at  this  time 
mach  in  want  of  clothing ;  not  that  they  had 
much  due  them,  but  because  they  had  spoiled 
and  worn  it  out  before  the  expiration  of  the  year. 
And  it  is  a  fact,  well  known  in  t)ie  Army,  that 
the  clothing  of  recruits  will  not  last  thein  the 
first  year,  unless  the  officers  take  much  care. 

1  do  conceive  Terre  au  Bosuf  the  ooost  eligible 
place  for  an  encampment  I  I^ave  $een  on  the 
Mississippi,  within  fifty  miles  of  New  Orleans. 

The  diseases  with  which  the  troops  at  camp 
Terre  au  Bceuf  were  afflicted  were  complicated, 
and  of  various  kinds,  and  the  physicians  differed 
very  much  as  to  their  mode  of  treatment. 

The  troops  were  not  paid  so  freqoeotiy  as  tbie 
law  directs,  but  I  believe  as  often  as  the  nature 
of  the  service  would  permit. 

I  do  not  recollect  to  have  heard  that  the  Gen- 
eral had  received  orders  to  move  the  troops  up 
the  river,  until  he  was  making  arrangements  to 
carry  it  into  eflfect,  and  that  was  about  the  1st  of 
August. 

I  do  not  think  a  sufficient  number  of  boats 
conld  have  been  had,  at  any  one  time,  between 
the  14th  of  June  and  10th  of  September,  to  tran#> 
port  the  troops  to  Natchez ;  indeed,  I  am  satisfied 
they  could  not. 

Questions  by  the  Committ^, 

duestioD.  In  what  situation  did  yon  find  the 
ground  at  Terre  an  Bceuf,  on  your  arrival  at  that 
place  ? 

Answer.  The  ground  at  Terre  an  Boeuf,  on 
which  the  encampment  was  making,  had  the 
Appearance  of  having  once  been -cultivated  as  far 
as  the  centre,  from  the  extreme  right  of  the  line ; 
the  other  part  had  never  been  cleared  before,  and 
was  covered  with  underwood  and  briers,  and  re- 
quired to  be  trenched  to  take  off  the  rain  water. 

Or.  How  long  after  your  arrival  at  the  camp 
Was  it  before  the  tents  were  generally  floored? 

A.  The  tents  of  the  men  were  all,  or  nearly 
all,  floored  in  eight  or  ten  days  after  my  arrivaL 

Q^  What  was  the  quality  of  the  provisions 
with  which  the  troops  were  supplied  at  Terre  aa 
B(eaf.  and  what  measures  were  taken  to  procure 
those  of  a  better  quality  ? 


A.  The  meat  part  of  the  ration  was  generally 
fresh  beef,  and  as  good  as  the  country  common- 
ly a^ords.  The  bread  and  flour  was  not  good, 
and  the  General  made  a  purchase  of,  I  th^nk^  one 
haodred  barrels,  oa  account  of  the  contractor,  of 
the  best  flour  that  could  be  had  in  the  cjty  of 
Orleans:  but  when  it  was  issued,  it  was  found 
very  little  bettei  than  whAt  the  contractor's  agent 
was  issuing. 

d.  Were  mosquito  nets  or  bars  necessary  for 
the  troops,  and  were  they  provided .? 

>  A.  Mosquito  nets  are  necessary  at  all  points 
and  places  on  the  Misaissippi,  from  the  Bluff  of 
Natcnea  to  the  Balize.  at  least  four  months  in 
the  year;  but  the  troops  were  not  furnished  with 
tbem,  except  for  the  sick  in  the  hospital. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  country  gen- 
erally in  the  neighborhood  of  New  Orleans? 

A.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  country  in 
the  neighborhood  of  New  Orleans,  at  any  con- 
siderable distance  from  the  river  banks,  except 
what  1  have  learned  from  others. 

Q.  Do  you  iiot  believe  the  sickness  and  deaths 
were  increased  bv  the  badness  of  the  provisions, 
and  the  want  of  nospital  stores  and  medicines? 

A.  I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

d.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  country  above 
New  Orleans,  and  the  positions  best  calculated 
for  military  sites? 

A.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  country  be- 
tween New  Orleans  and  Fort  Adams,  back  from 
the  river.  The  best  sites  for  military  positions  are 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Adams  and  Natchez. 

ft.  Do  yott  know  whether  anv  opinions  were 
expressed  among  the  officeri  in  iavor  of  a  remo- 
val of  the  troops  from  Terre  au  BcBuf  up  the 
river,  and  whether  those  opinions  were  made 
known  to  the  General,  and  at  what  time? 

A.  I  know  that  opinions  were  expressed  among 
the  officers  in  favor  of  a  removal  of  the  troopa 
from  camp  Terre  au  Boeuf,  up  the  river;  and  i 
believe  those  opinions  were  partially  made  known 
to  the  OeiJieral,  but  at  what  time,  or  by  whom,  I 
cannot  say.  N.  PINKNET. 

Wasbiiioton  County,  ee, 

Oq  this  24th  of  April,  1810,  before  the  sub- 
scriber, a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  said  county, 
appeared  Ninian  Pinkney,  and  made  oath^  in  due 
form,  that  the  facts  stated  in  the  foregoing  affi- 
davit are  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowled^je. 

DANIEL  RAPINE. 


No,  11. 

Deposition  of  John  Chrystie,  First  Lieutenant  6th  In- 
fantry, taken  by  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States,  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  caose  or  causes  of  the  great  mor- 
tality in  that  detachment  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  ordered  ibr  the  defence  of  New  Orleans. 

I  arrived  at  New  Orleans  on  the  15th  of 
March,  1809.  The  accommodations  of  the  troopa 
were  as  good  as  the  town  could  afford,  and  the 
provisions  were,  in  general,  suoh  as  are  usually 
furnished,  I  believe,  though  I  recollect  com  plain  ta 
were  once  or  twice  made  and  surveys  hdUL 


2483 


APPENDIX. 


2484 


MerioHty  in  the  7Vooptf  at  Nsw  Orteofit. 


The'marl[ec  abounded  with  vegetables;  but  I 
do  not  know  whether  fresh  prorisions  could  have 
beeo  procured  in  large  quantities. 

AboQi  a  third  of  the  troops  were  on  the  sick 
report  some  time  before  our  movement  to  camp, 
principally  with  dysenteries. 

About  the  first  of  June«  nine  strong  companies 
(being  a  third  of  the  whole)  moved  under  the 
command  of  Major  Pike,  to  the  position  at  Terre 
au  BoBuf,  selected  for  the  encampment,  and  the 
main  body  followed  in  six  or  eight  days  after. 

On  my  arrival,  about  the  10th  of  June,  I  found 
the  ground,  from  the  extreme  right  to  some  dis- 
tance to  the  left  of  the  centre,  dry  and  hard,  and 
great  part  of  the  front  covered  with  a  firm  sod, 
and  I  believe  clover.  Every  one  seemed  pleased 
with  the  situation,  and  the  men  in  general  were 
hiffhly  gratified  with  the  change. 

The  camp  was  not  more  infested  with  mos- 
quitoes, in  my  opinion,  than  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  and  they  were  never  troublesome  there 
during  the  day. 

The  importaniie  of  having  the  trenches  com- 
pleted before  the  rains  set  in,  occasioned  large  de* 
tails  at  first,  but  they  decreased  with  the  pro- 
gress of  the  work.  No  labor  was  bestowed  on 
them  further  than  was  necessarv  to  the  comfort 
of  the  soldiers  and  neatness  of  the  camp;  and  I 
do  believe,  that  those  trenches  were  rather  hurt- 
ful than  otherwise  to  tl\e  plantation.  Sheds  for 
the  sentries,  other  sheds  capable  of  turning  rain, 
extended  between  the  lines  of  tents,  from  one 
extremity  of  the  camp  to  the  other ;  a  guard 
house,  and  a  large  hospital,  were  erected  with  all 
possible  dispatch.  The  tents  were  floored  im* 
mediately  on  our  arrival. 

The  hospital  department  did  not  appear  to 
meet  perfectly  the  exigencies  of  the  occasion.  I 
do  remember  to  have  heard,  at  one  time,  consid- 
erable complaints  on  the  score  of  hospital  stores 
and  medical  attendance.  It  must  be  welt  known, 
however,  I  believe,  to  every  officer  then  in  camp, 
that  the  greatest  exertions  were  made  to  remedy 
these  evils. 

The  provisions  were  generally  fresh  and  good, 
except  the  flour ;  and  I  believe  very  good  flour 
was  scarce  at  thai  time  in  New  Orleans. 

The  clothing  of  the  troops  was  not  in  good 
condition,  but  1  understood  that  none  was  due 
until  a  short  time  before  their  departure  for 
Natchez,  when  it  was  thought  best  nor  to  issue. 

The  most  unwearied  attention  was  paid  bv 
the  General  to- the  police  of  the  camp;  ana, 
though,  for  some  time,  its  condition  showed  us 
to  be  but  young  soldiers,  it  soon  became  perfectly 
neat  and  clean. 

Of  the  company  to  which  1  wa^  attached,  four 
men  died  at  camp ;  two  of  them  of  tbe  dysentery, 
which,  1  believe  they  had  taken  at  New  Orleans. 

Vegetables  and  milk  were  to  be  had  in  abun- 
dance, until  within  a  very  short  time  before  our 
departure,  but,  in  general,  the  market  did  not  an- 
swer expectation;  a  cir'cumstanee  which  may 
probably  be  attributed  to  these  causes :  ceruio 
articles  found  to  be  unhealthy  were  prohibited; 
prices  were  at  one  time  restricted ;  the  inhabi* 


tants,  not  understanding  the  language,  freqnestlr 
had  difficulties  with  the  men,  and  sometiio^ 
when  imposed  on,  could  not  be  redressed;  itil» 
same  time,  the  great  accession  of  popolaiioe'^ 
New  Orleans,  from  the  Spanish  islands,  it, 
gave  them  there  a  ready  market. 

I  consider  the  position  at  Terre  au  Bftai  \i> 
most  eligible  for  an  encampment,  withio  o^. 
hundred  miles  of  New  Orleans,  on  the  Missi- 
sippi.  It  is  between  two  large  well-caliinui 
plantations;  has  the  advantage  of  beio;  imcae' 
diately  at  tbe  junction  of  the  road  from  the  7m 
au  B<Buf  neighborhood,  with  the  main  lem 
road — a  circumstance  manifestly  favorable  to  t&t 
market;  and,  at  the  same  time,  its  neiroessu 
New  Orleans  gave  every  facility  of  procnriiii 
extraordinary  supplies. 

The  rear  and  extreme  left  were,  on  our  fin: 

arrival,  exceedingly  wet,  and  covered  with  brssi.- 

wood;  but  the  small  growth  being  cleared  awtr. 

and  the  trenches  dug,  it  soon  became  dry  and  firs. 

JOHN  OHRYSTIE,  1j<  LieA 

Wasbinoton  County,  «#. 

On  the  24th  day  of  April,  1810,  before  m 
subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  cvontj, 
appeared  John  Chrystie,  and  made  oath,  (a  due 
form,  that  the  above  and  foregoing  facts  in  this 
affidavit  are  true  to  the  best  of  his  ksovlelce 
and  belief.  DANIEL  RAPi^'L^ 


No.  12. 


Deposition  of  General  James  Wilkinson*  April  24, 1810. 

To  the  honorable  the  Committee  appointed  to  i&- 
quire  into  the  cause  or  causes  of  the  great  m«- 
tality  in  that  detachment  of  the  Army  of  ibe 
United  States  ordered  for  the  defence  of  Xev 
Orleans. 

GsNTLBMBif :  I  deeply  regret  my  incapicttf  to 
comprise,  in  this  hasty  report,  all  thecaiKsesviiieli 
have  induced  the  inquiry  before  you.  Bsiii^ 
circumstances  of  the  moment  will  not  permit 
that  broad  exposition  which  it  is  my  desire  u 
present  you.  Hurried  from  Baltimore,  I  left  ii» 
records  of  my  command  for  the  last  seasoo,  witt 
other  papers  of  consequence,  on  ship-board,  ae^ 
they  have  reached  me  too  late  for  critical  exam- 
ination and  comparison. 

I  beg  leaTe  to  premise,  that  miliury  hisioff 
ancient  and  modern,  will  snow,  that  in  new  lerie^ 
armies  more  men  are  lost  by  disease  than  bf  tk 
sword.  I  quote  the  authority  of  Marshal  Saie 
and  Greneral  Washington  to  justify  this  positioa: 
and  it  may  also  be  supported  by  a  recorreoK  ti 
the  mortality  which  attended  our  armies  at  Ti- 
conderoga,  under  Major  General  Cbtes,  in  \^ 
vear  1776,  and  under  Major  General  WavDf.tt 
his  camp  of  Greenville,  in  the  year  1803^  in  bi^ 
latitudes,  and  salubrious  climes.  It  is  also  aii(> 
that  as  gteat  a  mortality  as  we  experienced  li> 
season,  in  proportion  to  numbers,  did  uke  phf^ 
in  1801,  at  the  camp  near  the  month  of  the  Ob^ 
to  which  Colonel  Williams,  of  the  Bngioeet^ 
now  in  this  bity,  can  testify. 

Were  I  required  to  sav,  in  a  few  words,  wU^ 
were  the  chief  causes  of  tae  mortality  among  tb? 
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MefialUff  in  the  lYoap$  at  New  Orleafu. 


K>{»,  under  ny  cottmand,  on  the  waters  of  the 
ississippi,  the  last  season,  I  should  ascribe  much 
the  peculiar  Tisitatlon  of  Providence,  much  to 
e  lime  and  manner  of  assembling  the  troops  at 
ew  Orleans,  and  more  to  the  sudden  ehanffe 
3in  the  habits  of  domestic  life  to  those  of  the 
mp;  from  the  ease  and  comforts  of  the  citizen, 
the  hardships  and  exposure  of  the  soldier;  to 
ese,  bowefer,  must  be  added  other  subordinate 
uses,  whieh^  doubtless,  contributed  to  exaspe- 
le  our  sufferings.  Such  were  the  defects  of  the 
edical  and  provision  department,  defects  which 
foDod  ir  was  impossibJe  to  control,  although 
ery  exertion  was  made  to  remedy  them.  It 
as  in  vain  I  sought  for  competent  medical  aid ; 
e  country  did  not  afford  it.  Extravagant  prices 
ere  offered  for  fresh  beef,  without  effect;  and 
m  of  the  best  qoalitj  in  New  Orleans  was 
irchased  for  account  or  the  contractor,  which, 
1  examination,  could  scarcely  be  distinguisthed 
om  that  of  our  daily  issues.  The  nrofessional 
andiog  of  the  troo|M,  too,  was  unfavorable  to 
lat  police,  which  is  indispensable  to  health  in 
^gregated  bodies.  Both  oncers  and  men  were 
reen  from  the  bosom  of  civil  life,  and  had  reached 
(It  stage  between  the  armed  yeomanry  and  the 
iflciplined  aoldier,  when  the  promptitude  and 
Dtbusiasm  of  the  citizen  is  lost,  and  a  sense  of 
neran  punctuality  and  subordination  has  not 
een  acquired. 

On  the  second  of  December,  1809, 1  received 
rders  for  the  assembly  of  the  troops  at  New  Or- 
!tn$,  by  the  route  of  the  ocean  and  of  the  West- 
ro  waters;  and  the  corps  were  assembling  at 
lat  city  from  the  month  of  Febroary  until  May. 
arrived  there  the  19th  of  April;  the  yernal 
eat  was  then  extreme,  and  I  found  five  hundred 
Dd  ninety-eight  sick,  nearly  one*tbird  of  the 
rbole.  At  that  stage  of  the  season,  with  such  a 
ody  of  sick,  sound  discretion  and  common  hu- 
lanity  would,  to  an  observer.  h»Te  opposed  the 
iea  of  attempting  to  mount,  the  river,  tnree  bun* 
red  miles,  under  a  vertical  sun,  and  against  an 
Qopetuoos  current;  and  if  the  sick  had  been  left 
ebind,  the  whole  medical  staff  must  also  have 
•een  left  to  take  care  of  them,  which  would  have 
zposed  the  marching  body  to  disease  and  death, 
riihout  soccor-^a  circumstance  at  once  inhuman 
od  unwarantable. 

I  perceived  at  first  glatice  the  necessity  of  re- 
Qoriog  from  New  Orleans ;  but  my  orders  being 
ipressly  to  '*  make  such  a  disposition  of  the  troops 
s  would  most  effectually  enable  me  to  defend 
bat  city,  and  its  dependencies,  against  any  in- 
lading  force,''  it  became  my  primary  duty  to  seek 
or  the  position  best  adapted  to  tnis  end,  attd 
vhich  combined  the  fairest  prospects  of  health. 
^t  this  period,  and  for  two  or  three  weeks  after, 
:ontinued  showers  of  rain  kept  the  flat  surface  of 
he  country  (the  earth  being  saturated  by  the 
pring  flood)  too  wet  for  the  formation  of  an  en* 
:ampment. 

The  interval  was  occupied  in  reconnoitering 
i(  all  points  for  a  suitable  position ;  and,  at  the 
iressing  instance  of  the  (Governor  of  the  Territory, 
i  visited  Terre  an  BcMif,  near  the  Bnglisb  Tarn, 


accompanied  by  himself,  Colonel  Smyth,  of  the 
rifle  corps,  (Colonel  Parker  being  indisposed,) 
and  some  gentlemen  of  the  vicinity,  who  gave 
efery  assurance  of  the  salubrity  of  the  spot, 
founded  on  the  experience  of  years,  and  promised 
us  a  competent  market  from  the  adjacent  set- 
tlements, which  extended  down  the  river,  and  ai 
right  angles  from  it.  in  a  direction  to  the  east- 
ward, for  several  leagues;  I  beg  leave  to  refer 
to  my  letter  to  Governor  Claiborne,  and  his  an- 
swer, marked  No  1  and  2,  for  illustration  of  the  . 
preceding  facts. 

Under  these  circumstances,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  those  who  examined  the  ground  with 
me,  it  was  fixed  on  for  our  encampment,  and  mea- 
sures were  iminediately  taken  to  remove  the 
troops  from  the  city.    Orders  were  accordingly 
given  for  the  march  of  nine  companies,  out  of 
twenty-eight,  on  the  first  of  June ;  the  main  body 
followed  on  the  ninth,  and  the  whole  were  en<* 
campted  on  the  tenth.    I  wrote  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  on  the  29th  May,  advising  him  of  my 
determination,  and  apprizing  him  at  large  of  my 
reasons  for  preferring  this  spot.  After  the  estab- 
lishment of  my  camp,  and  on  the  14ih  of  June,  I 
received  a  '*  conditional"  order  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.  under  date  of  the  30th  April,  di- 
recting a  removal  of  the  troops  from  New  Or- 
leans, if  they  had  been  removed,  and  recom-- 
mending  a  position    in    the  vicinity  of   Fort 
Adams ;  but,  as  the  order  was  imperative,  as  the 
mode  of  transport  was  not  provided,  as  the  move- 
ment, by  the  ordinary  means,  woutd  have  been 
f^reatly  expensive,  as  the  operation,  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  menaced  the  livesof  the  men/ 
and  more  particnlarlyas  the  troops  were  gaining 
health,  ana  general  satisfaction  appeared  to  pre- 
vail, I  replied  to  the  Secretary^  under  date  of 
the  18th  June,  repeating  the  motives  which  had 
induced  the  selection  of  the  spot  I  occupied,  and 
assigning  reasons' why  the  troops  should  be  con- 
tinued there.   Indeed,  so  strongly  did  I  apprehend 
the  consequences  which  must  attend  the  trans- 
fer of  a  body  of  men,  a  majority  of  whom  were 
either  sick  or  convalescent,  from  my  canip  to 
Fort  Adams,  under  the  heats  and  dews  of  the 
summerj  that,  had  the  order  of  the  30th  April 
been  imperative,  I  think  I  should  have  paused 
over  it,  until  I  could  have  reported  our  real  con- 
dition, and  received  further  instructions.    Hu- 
manity, policy,  and  justice,  to  those  entrusted  to 
my  charge,  as  well  as  to  my  country,  would  have 
enjoined  it  on  me  to  hazard  this  responsibility. 
The  event  justified  my  fears;  and  it  will  ever 
be  my  opinion,  that,  if  we  had  moved  to  the  salt 
waters  in  our  ricinity,  or  to  the  sea  shore,  which 
was  not  distant,  we  should  not  have  suffered  one- 
third  the  loss  we'snstained  in  ascending  the  river, 
and  that  our  continuance  at  the  encampment  of 
Terre  au  BoQuf,  would  have  been  less  fatal  than 
the  movement  we  made.    The  best  informed  in- 
habitants anticipated  the  consequences,  and  that 
the  opinions  of  our  ablest  surgeons  were  in  uni- 
son with  my  own  will  appear  from  the  reports 
I  of  J>octor8  fjpshaw,  Thruston,  and  Gtoodlet,  ex- 
I  hibited  in  the  doenments  Nos.  3, 4,  and  5. 
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Oq  the  20th  of  Joly,  I  received  a  lerter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  bearing  date  the  22d  of 
June,  in  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  29th  of  May. 
In  this  letter  the  Secretary  makes  reference  to  his 
"  conditional"  order  of  the  30ih  of  April,  and  di- 
rected me  to  embark  immediately  ^^alithe  troops" 
00  board  the  public  vessel  (excepting  the  gar- 
risons of  New  Orleans  and  Fort  St.  Philip.)  and 
proceed  to  the  high  ground  in  the  rear  or  Fort 
Adams,  and  the  public  ground  in  the  rear  of 
Natchez.  This  letter  covered  the  copy  of  an 
order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navv  to  Captain 
Porter,  directing  him  to  furni^ih  such  vessels  as 
could  be  spared  from  the  service,  for  the  transport 
of  the  troops.  Every  exertion  depending  on  my- 
self was  instantly  entered  upon  to  carry  this  order 
into  effect.  Bui  finding;  that  the  transport  specifi- 
cally assigned  was  utterly  inadequate  to  toe  ob- 
ject^ to  supply  the  deficiency,  I  hired  some  boats, 
borrowed  others,  and  repaired  several  belonging 
to  the  public,  which  had  been  condemned  as  un- 
fit for  service,  and  were  accidentally  discovered 
to  be  lying  at  Fort  Adams.  Four  sunboats  fell 
down  to  my  camp  on  the  eighth  of  September, 
embarked  one  hundred  and  ninety  one  men,  and 
sailed  the  next  day ;  and  excepting  a  small  de- 
tachment, to  raise  and  repair  a  sunken  boat,  the 
last  man  left  the  ffround  on  the  13th,  on  board 
the  craft  which  had  been  employed  and  repaired. 
At  this  time  a  fever,  by  which  I  had  suffered,  be- 
came so  violent  as  to  confine  me  to  my  bed,  and 
fut  it  out  of  my  power  to  accompany  the  troops, 
followed  them  under  a  severe  malady,' but  it 
was  not  until  November  that  my  health  was 
restored. 

The  Dosition  of  Terre  au  Bocuf,  in  relation  tQ 
the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  is  the  best  which 
•cftn  be  found  in  the  country.  It  covers  our  bat- 
teries at  the  English  Turn,  and*  by  a  sudden 
transition,  our  force  may  be  employed  to  resist 
any  approach  by  the  Lakes  on  the  East  or  West 
of  the  river.  The  plan  submitted  to  the  com- 
mittee will,  I  flatter  myself,  give  them  satisfac- 
tion on  this  point ;  ana,  in  additioD  to  other  tes- 
timony respecting  the  character  of  the  spot  for 
salubrity,  and  of  the  improvements  made  on  it 

a  the  troops,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  the  deposition  of 
r.  Delassize,  No.  6,  the  proprietor,  and  a  man 
of  great  respectability. 

When  the  troops  embarked,  the  whole  of  them 
bad  been  paid  up  to  the  last  of  June,  and  some  of 
them  to  the  first  of  September.  After  that  period 
my  orders  had  no  effect  on  the  paymaster,  who 

£lead  ill  health,  and  his  instructions,  to  remain  in 
lew  Orleans.   When  General  Hampton  relieved 
me,  he  advanced  some  pay  to  the  troops  from  his 

Erivate  purse,  (a  thing  impossible  to  a  man  who 
ad  been  tweqty-five  years  in  service.)  and  di- 
rected the  paymaster  to  be  arrested,  and  sent  up 
in  custody  of  an  officer,  if  he  should  refuse  to 
march  at  forty-eight  hours'  notice.  This  step 
had  the  desired  eflfect,  but  it  was  too  strong  a  one 
for  me  to  take. 

No  question  can  be  made  as  to  the  correctness 
of  the  motives  which  directed  the  transfer  of  ^he 
uoops  to  the  upper  country.    It  will  occur  to 


every  man's  obserratioD,  thai,  io  geneni^alii^ 
country  must  be  healthier  than  a  lowooeiyf. 
every  person  must  be  sensible  that  this,lik^i2 
other  roles,  is  liable  to  ezceptioo.  This  o^^^ 
vation  is  sanctioned  by  the  authority  of  Dxis: 
Seip.  a  respectable  man  and  able  physieiut 
Natchez,  whose  report,  under  cover,  No.  7,  it: 
prove  that  district  of  country  to  have  h^ta  m: 
!«ickly  the  last  season  than  for  twenty  yetrspii: 
Upon  the  whole,  we  have  been  uofortunite.r 
culpable.  The  best  evidence  I  can  ofl«r  of  v 
conduct,  in  what  concerned  the  sick,  viii  s 
found  in  the  enclosed  testimonial  of  the  meixi 
staff,  No.  8,  which  was  handed  to  me  after  I  k 
transferred  the  command  of  the  depsrtmeiii  & 
Brigadier  General  Hampton,  and  was  ibom  c 
leave  the  country.  I  throw  myself  upon  tbecu- 
dor  and  justice  of  the  committee  to  pardoa  m 
for  observing,  that  I  have  seen,  from  the  pab. 
prints,  that  the  arts  and  intrigues  of  my  eaefDia 
co-operating  with  a  current  of  prejudice,  hsn 
perverted  and  misrepresented,  to  my  iojiiry.iu 
scenes  to  which  this  report  has  referenee.  Tk 
tales  of  ignorant,  discontented,  seditioos.  tsi 
worthless  subalterns,  and  the  fictions  aadW 
hood  of  my  personal  and  political  enemia^re 
been  industriously  circulated  to  wound  injcW* 
acter ;  but  being  conscious  that,  in  thii.  e  u 
every  other  instance  of  public  serriee,  1  ttre 
done,  and  more  than  done  my  duty,  Icooftii' 
quiry,  and  defy  investigation. 

To  these  facts  and  statements  I  am  willinf  ^ 
depose ;  and  with  the  highest  considentioa  ib4 
respect  for  those  whom  I  address,  I  bare  ue 
honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  semet. 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Washington  Citt,  Aprils  24, 1810. 

Washington  Countt,  m. 

On  this  84th  of  April,  1810,  before  thesoto- 
ber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  cooDir.ip- 
peared  James  Wilkinson,  and  made  oatk,  is  i^ 
form,  that  the  foregoing  facts,  as  stated,  are  trot 
to  the  best  of  bis  Knowledge,  reeoilectioa.  ud 
belief.  DANIBL  RAPLNE. 


Papere  accompanying  the  tiepofitum  of  Ge^ere: 

l^kinson. 
No.  1, 
Extract  of  a  Utter  from  General  Wilkiaton  to  G<» 

emor  Claiborae. 
Camp  Tbree  ac  Bcbuf,  Mf  27,  IM 

''  Sir  :  As  much  clamor  has  beea  mtde  mv^ 
respect  to  the  merits  of  this  position,  io  poisti^ 
its  health  and  fitness,  I  take  the  liberty  to  addres 
you  on  the  subject. 

*'  And  as  you  offered  me  the  firstsoggesuoait 
its  favor,  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  wbet^^ 
you  did  not  reconnoitre  the  site  before  I  deie^ 
mined  to  adopt  it  for  my  encampment,  and  aite- 
war.ds  reiterate  to  me  your  recommeodatioa» 
it  ?  In  addition  to  the  sanction  of  yoor  opisi^ 
I  believe  it  is  within  your  knowledge,  thatif 
most  ancient  and  respectable  inhabiianuof  ise 
country  .concur  with  you  in  sentiment.  Ba^^ 
you  have  also  seea  the  encampmeot  since  ii  ^ 
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ormed  and  improved,  I  shall  be  obliged  by  the 
ivowal  of  your  opiDionof  its  preseot  appearance 
Lod  salubrity." 
True  extraat.         N.  PINKNBY,  Captain. 


No.  2. 


Sx tract  of  letter  from  OoTernor  Claiborne  to  General 

Wilkinson  y  dated 

Nbw  Orleans,  July  28, 1809. 

"I  received  your  letter  of  yesterday.  My 
jpipion  is  now;  and  alwap  has  been,  that  the 
positioD  you  occupy,  at  toe  commencement  of 
ihe  English  Turn,  is  the  most  eligible  one,  for 
such  troops  as  may  be  designed  to  give  protec- 
tion to  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  It  has,  more- 
over, been  represented  to  me,  by  several  of  the 
old  inhabitants,  Tand  from  my  own  observations, 
I  do  not  doubt  the  fact,)  to  be  as  healthy  as  any 
site  on  the  Mississippi,  between  Baton  Rouge 
and  the  Balize. 

^^I  did,  therefore,  after  having  myself  viewed 
the  sDot,  which  1  found  to  be  more  elevated  than 
the  land  on  the  Mississippi  generally  is,  advise 
you  to  fix  your  summer  cantonment  at  that  place ; 
and  I  am  now  persoaded.  from  the  great  care 
which  is  taken  to  keep  the  ground  dry,  to  defend 
the  men  from  the  influence  of  the  sun,  and  to  lodge 
them  comfortably,  that  the  number  of  your  sick 
will  daily  diminish." 

True  extract*         N.  PINKNEY,  Captain. 


No.  3. 


By  ardtr  of  Gentral  Wilkinwn. 

A  report  on  the  diseases  of  the  Camp,TeiTe  au  Bceuf, 
their  causes,  charaeter,  and  mode  of  trealmeat. 

Camp,  Terbs  au  Bcbvf,  July  20, 1809. 

The  diseases  which'  are  now  [Prevalent  among 
the  men  in  camp,  are  chronic  diseases,  bilious 
snd  intertnrtting  fevers,  some  cases  of  seorvy. 
The  chronic  diarrhoBa  was  6rst  introduced  by 
the  change  of  aliment,  and  the  use  of  the  Missis- 
sippi waters;  which  water  is  strongly  impre^na* 
ted  with  calcareous  earth  and  carbonate  of  lime* 
Many  of  the  men  were  violently  attacked  before 
their  arrival  at  New  Orleans  with  diarrhQBa,from 
the  Use  of  the  water  when  on  their  roote  up  the 
river.  On  the  first  arrival  of  the  troops  at  New 
Orleans  this  disease  was  eoromon,  almost  univer- 
sal; generally  speaking,  the  disease  proved  fataf, 
or  yielded  to  treatment,  before  oar  encampment 
was  formed ;  but,  even  now,  many  are  found  lin- 
gering in  the  last  stage  of  cold  diarrhcBa,  of  from 
three  to  four  months  standing.  It  may  safely  be 
affirmed  that  three-fourths  of  the  deaths  in  camp 
have  been  from  this  disease. 

The  bilious  and  intermitting  fevers  are  more 
common  in  camp  than  they  were  in  Orleans;  but 
of  the  number  of  cases  I  have  seen  there  has  been 
no  one  attended  with  violent  or  fatal  symptoms 
in  the  first  stage,  and  appear  to  yield  readily  to 
the  depleting  plan  of  treatment.  These  diseases 
belong  to  the  climate  and  territory  of  Orleans ; 
and  are,  I  believe,  less  violent  in  this  camp  than 
at  Orleans.    The  bills  of  mortality  are  greater  at 


Orleans,  in  proportion  to  the  population,  than 
here,  notwithstanding  the  disadvantages  we  are 
of  necessity  compelled  to  encounter. 

The  scurvy  exists  in  a  few  cases,  but  is  not  to 
be  feared,  as  we  can  eommand  vegetable  food  and 
acids.  The  men,  when  sick,  living  on  the  rations, 
is,  no  doubt,  the  cause  of  the  scurvy. 

Ample  reasons  will  be  found,  in  the  imperfect 
state  of  the  medical  stafi*.  and  want  of  capacity 
in  many  who  compose  that  staff;  in  the  want  of 
a  hospital,  hospital  stores,  and  medicines,  for  the 
mortality  of  the  soldiery.  When  the  nospital, 
which  is  now  building,  shall  be  finished,  when 
each  medical  man  shall  have  his  duties  well  de« 
fined,  and  those  of  the  best  capacity  placed  in  sit- 
uations the  most  responsible  and  dangerous,  if  the 
military  agent  should  receive  such  instructions 
as  would  enable  him  to  supply  the  sick  with  such 
hospital  stores  and  medicines  as  are  necessary,  I 
feel  assured  of  the  truth  I  now  assert,  that  our 
deaths  would  be  lessened  three-fourths. 

The  additional  expense  ought  not  to  be  calcu- 
lated, where  the  lives  and  health  of  the  troopr 
are  concerned ;  but,  by  stopping  the  rations  of  the 
sick  man  this  expense  will  be  very  small.  It  is 
a  distressing  sight,  and  truly  unpleasant  to  the 
feelings  of  the  medical  man,  to  be  in  attendance 
on  the  sick  soldier,  and  see  him  die  for  the  want 
of  proper  food  and  medicines;  humanity  mourns 
over  such  a  sight.  Justice,  policy,  and  patriotism, 
require  this  allowance  and  liberality  rrom  Gov- 
ernment. It  is  a  fact  that  there  is  not  one  dollar 
of  public  money  which  can  be  had  to  purchase 
milk  or  vegetables  in  camp ;  many  are,  of  coarse, 
suffering  for  necessaries,  which  might  be  bought 
for  a  few  shillings.  The  commutation  of  the  ra- 
tion would  be  suflBcient  for  this  purpose. 

There  are  many  sick  men  in  camp  who  cannot 
be  moved,  however  desirable  it  might  be,  even 
to  the  hospital  in  Orleans.  They  came  here  sick, 
have  grown  worse,  and  are  now  on  the  brink  of 
the  grave.  Transporting  them,  in  this  hot  cli- 
mate, would  be  certain  death. 

WM.  UPSHAW, 

8urgeon  5tk  infantry. 


No.  4. 


Camp,  Terre  au  Bgbuf,  July  29, 1809. 

Sir  :  In  pursuance  of  your  request.  I  proceed  to 
give  you  a  report  at  this  place,  togetner  with  the 
several  diseases,  and  my  opinion  as  respects  the 
site  of  this  encampment.  I  feel  a  difficulty  in 
draughting  this  report,  as  no  doubt  there  tnust  be 
contained  in  it  many  subjects  which  require  a 
more  full  and  free  investigation  than  my  health 
and  time  will  allow  me  to  allot  to  the  perform- 
ance. Should  any  inaccuracies  appear  on  the 
face  of  it,  I  trust  your  ffoodness  or  heart,  and 
your  good  sense,  will  lead  you  to  pass  them  over 
in  silence. 

On  the  4th  of  July  I  arrived  at  this  camp,  and 
found  great  nambers  on  the  sick  reports;  some 
laboring  under  dysentery,  some  witn  bilious  re« 
mitting  fevers,  and  others  with  scurvy,  though 
small  in  proportion.    Those  afflicted  with  dysea- 
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tery  were  very  much  reduced  wiien  I  first  law 
them,  nod  almost  all  of  them  died.  I  was  in- 
duced to  make  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of 
this  disease ;  I  found  it  was  generally  subsequent 
to  bilious  fever,  and  that  very  few  cases  of  this 
complaint  commenced  with  the  usual  symptoms 
which  attend  it  in  the  first  instance.  Some  new 
cases  of  dysentery  hare  come  immediately  under 
my  care,  which,  when  taken  in  time,  have  nearly 
yielded  to  medicine  and  such  diet  as  was  proper 
for  them.  I  think  the  disease  on  the  decline,  and 
1  do  not  dread  the  recurrence,  unless  some  mate- 
rial change  in  the  season  should  predispose  the 
constitution  of  the  soldiery  to  take  it«  There  are 
circumsuoces  that  might  render  this  fatal  disease 


My  fears  on  this  head,  I  trovt,  may  be  im 
The  situation  of  this  camp  I  bdiere  to  be 
nest  on  the  Mississippi,  in  any  part  of  thiscoei 
I  draw  this  opinion,  not  from  an  aeqosio 
with  the  sites,  but  from  the  jud^eot  sod  o 
ions  of  the  best  informed  men  with  whom  I 
conversed  on  the  subject.  I  do  not  think  oor  ii 
tion  could  be  bettered  at  this  season  of  the  ? 
The  danger  of  a  removal  at  this  period.  I  iii 
hazardous  in  the  extreme — I  mean  a  remont 
any  distance,  where  the  troops  would  be  cbl 
to  be  conveyed  in  small  vessels  by  witer 
contending  against  a  strong  and  difficaU  car 
When  I  give  this  opinion,  I  wish  to  be  ooder^l 


epidemic ;  and  I  dread  them  much.    But  a  good   soon  as  the  weather  will  permit,  I  do  ihic 


that  I 


1  izive 
allude 


to  a  removal  in  the  hoc  mootb. 


market,  with  such  hospital  and  medical  stores  as 
may  be  necessary,  not  too  many  of  the  men  con- 
fined together,  avoiding  the  night  air  and  dews, 
will,  in  a  great  measure,  obviate  the  apprehen- 
sions and  gauffer. 

There  are  out  few  cases  of  bilious  remitting 
fever  now  under  my  case.  They  are  very  on- 
atinate,  and  when  they  do  yield  t6  medicine,  the 
patient  is  often  attacked  when  extremely  debili- 
tated by  diarrhiBa,  and  carried  off  without  fever 
or  any  other  distressing  symptom. 

The  intermitting  fever  is  now  the  most  preva- 
lent complaint  in   camp.    Some,  when  appa- 
rently on  the  recovery,  are  suddenly  taken  with 
dysentery  and  diarrhosa,  which   terminates  in 
death  or  extreme  debility.    This  disease  often  al- 
ternates (as  I  have  often  seen)  from  fever  to  dys- 
entery and  diarrhoea,  and  from  the  two  latter  to 
the  former,  many  times  in  the  week.    Such  cases 
are  dangerous,  aad  I  find  great  difficulty  in  their 
treatment.    The  bark  loses  its  effect  in  a  few 
days,  and,  indeed,  often  produces  nausea  and  dis- 
gust very  disagreeable  to  the  patient,    I  find  an- 
timonials  in  small  doses,  and  repeated  blisterings 
to  the  extremities^  of  great  service.    I,  this  day, 
commenced  with  different  preparations  of  arse- 
nic, and  have  great  hopes  of  the  success.    The 
scurvy  has  made  its  appearance;  several  have 
died  with  it.  It  has  increased  considerably  within 
ten  days,  and  I  fear  that  the  progress  will  be  diffi- 
cult to  arrest.    In  some  cases,  the  rapid  march 
astonished  me.    Every  effort  that  I  made  towards 
relief  and  cure  was  fruitless,  (though  this  was 
not  always  thecase)  and  my  prescri  ptions  appeared 
to  have  no  effect  in  alleviating  the  miseries  of  the 
suffering  patient.    This  disease  wears  a  peculiar 
character,  and  differs,  in  my  estimation,  from 
that  disease  described  in  different  authors.    The 
continuance  of  fresh  provision,  constant  supplies 
of  vegetables,  and  a  strict  adherence  to  cleanliness, 
will  prevent  its  spreading  through  camp.    I  feel 
the  more  confident  in  the  opinion,  from  the  cir- 
cumstance that  no  officer  in  the  line  has  had  it. 
The  sick  reports  of  four  companies,  which  I  at- 
tend, have  enlarged  considerably,  though,  in  the 
increase,  but  few  dangerous  cases  have  occured. 
I  see  no  reason  to  believe  that  anything  like  an 
epidemic  rages  in  camp.    I  fear  the  approaching 
season  will   bring  upon  us  some  distressing  and 


would  be  endangering  the  lives  of  tbe  soldi 
to  continue  them  here. 

The  above  sketch  is  given  upon  mature  rdfc- 
tion,  backed  upon  some  experience, aod  not  bui^i 
by  party  or  prejudice.  I  trust  it  will  meeiyssr 
approbation,  and  accord  with  your  seatimeou 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  high  regarie- 
teem,  and  respect,  your  very  obedieoc  bizcab.' 
servant,  dbc. 

A.  THRUSTON,  Surgeon^tkkf 

Qen.  J.  Wilkinson,  Commanding. 


No.  5. 
WASBiNGTON.VantMiry  3. 1910. 

Sir:  I>hould  do  injustice  to  yourself. aod  vio- 
lence to  my  own  feelinga^  were  I  to  permit  r«: 
Excellency  to  leave  this  Territory  without  gir.c: 
you  my  sentiments,  as  respects  Camp  TerrvLi 
BoBuf,  and  the  march  from  that  place  to  our  prfr- 
ent  situation.  Circumstances  relative  to  or  pr> 
fessional  ct^lls  precluded  the  poasibilitf  of  iffoH- 
ing  this  testimonial  to  your  Excelieocf.  ti  ^ 
haps,  a  more  seasonable  time. 

The  calls  of  my  worthy  friend  Colosel  Ras- 
sell,  then  lying  on  the  bed  of  sickaess  i:  Stw 
Orleans,  prevented  my  doing  the  task  wbch  I 
now  present  for  your  perusal. 

As  a  member  of  the  medical  staC  aod  wk 
was  amongst  the  earliest  of  those  who  arrived  i: 
New  Orleans,  I  could  not  fail  to  obserre  ibe  k- 
feient  aad  varied  changes  of  the  diseases  wlue' 
have  occurred  in  tbe  Army.  From  dire  neeesiuy 
I  was  obliged  to  attend  to  every  corps  iatkeuB^ 
save  the  light  artillery,  and  I  trust  you  will  ei 
cuse  me  when  I  say  I  could  not  fail  to  bare  u 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  situatioo  of  ererr 
company  in  the  line.  At  the  period  when  oc- 
movement  was  spoken  of  and  cootemplated.  u-^ 
not  for  a  moment  hesitate  to  declare  that  'f 
men  were  on  the  recovery.  The  thoogbts  oi  j 
remove  or  ascent  up  the  Mississippi,  made  e' 
tremble  for  their  fate,  and  the  more  so.whei 
recognised  the  debilitated  situation  of  tbe  $6^ 
diery,  consequent  to  the  climate  in  which  »<? 
were  exposed.  Let  me  here  observe  (aod  liU: 
ter  myself  I  am  correct  in  the  assertioo)  (hat^^; 
troops  were  evidently  on  the  recovery;  aod  «• 


season  will   bring  upon  us  some  distressing  and    that  time,  too,  which  was  all-importaot  to^^^ 
fatal  disorders,  that  will  pay  no  respect  to  persons.  1  individual  who  composed  our  Army*  lia^*" 


i49S 


APPENDIX. 


UH 


MatiaUtp  in  the  TrotJfe  at  New  OrleemB. 


eays  been  m/'opinioa  Tand  I  have  seen  nothing 
0  indace  roe  to  alter  it)  that  huodreds  of  men 
rere  lost  by  the  moTement  from  the  Camp  Terre 
iu  Boeuf,  that  otherwise  might  have  now  been 
jive.  Believe  me,<ir,  when  I  tell  you,  our  march 
vas  preoiatare  by  m«ny,  very  many  weeks;  for. 
s  the  men  were  evidently  on  the  recovery,  a  tit- 
le time  would  have  rendered  them  more  capable 
0  undertake  and  brave  the  hardships  which  stared 
hem  in  the  face.  These  bardahips  have  occurred, 
bey  have  been  experienced  and  sorely  felt,  under 
ircumstances,  when  affliction  and  disease  had 
toervated  every  fibre  in  their  system.  But  the 
oldiery  were  not  the  only  people  in  this  Territory 
vho  had  the  prevailing  diseases  of  our  camp. 
from  careful  inquiry  I  find  the  citizens  on  the 
if  ississippi  in  the  same  unhappy  situation ;  and  it 
iras  observed  by  many  old  and  well  informed  in- 
labitants,  that  the  country  had  not  been  so  sickly 
or  a  number  of  years.  In  truth  I  believe  that 
he  same  fate  would  kave  attended  us  had  our 
itaation  been  anywhere  else  on  the  river.  The 
espoodeDcy  of  mind  attending  necessarily  young 
roops,  adding  to  that  the  distance  from  relatives 
nd  friends,  and  the  very  bad  fare  from  inezpe- 
ience  in  the  culinary  way,  was  at  least  as  in- 
urious  to  the  men  as  the  local  situation  of  the 
amp. 

The  limits  of  a  letter  will  not  permit  me  toeo- 
ir^e  on  this  subject.  I  now,  sir,  bid  you  f4kre- 
reU.  May  the  services  you  have  rendered  your 
ountry  be  long  remembered  by  a  grateful  people, 
iid  be  a  solace  and  comfort  to  you  in  your  last 
moments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  foe.  sir,  your  most  obedient 
Dd  bumble  servant,  A.  G.  QOODLBT. 

Gen.  Wilkinson. 


No.  6. 


Deposition  of  Mr.  Delassize. 

March  10,  1810. 
The  undersigned,  Jean  Delassize,  a  native  and 
nhabitant  of  Louisiana,  being  forty-three  years 
f  age,  on  his  oath  declareth,  that  he  is.  and  has 
een  for  four  years,  th6  proprietor  of  the  ground 
t  Terre  au  Bceuf.  which  was  occupied  by  the 
roops  under  the  command  of  Gknerai  Wilkinson 
tie  pattt  season ;  that  no  proposition  was  ever 
lade  to  him.  \>y  or  for  General  Wilkinson,  di- 
ectly  or  indirectly,  respecting  the  purchase  of 
aid  place,  or  any  part  of  it ;  that  no  levee,  or  any 
art  of  one,  was  erected  by  the  troops  encamped 
n  said  ground,  nor  any  other  works  made  on  it, 
ut  sach  as  appeared  necessary  to  the  comfort  of 
aid  troops ;  that  said  ground  adjoined  the  cane 
eld  of  this  deponent,  and  that  no  clearing  or 
ther  improvements  was  made  on  said  ground  to 
repare  for  its  cultivation  ;  that  the  trenches  and 
itches,  cut  to  keep  the  camp  dry,  were  rather  in- 
urious  than  benencial  to  the  tillage  of  the  ground, 
large  proportion  of  which  was  covered  by  clover, 
ir  l^fore  the  troops  came  to  it;  th^t  the  accom^ 
lodations  made  and  materials  brought  to  the 
roand  for  the  use  of  the  troops,  were  sold  at 
ublic  vendue  for  the  account  of  the  United 


States;  and  that,  for  the  pasturage  furnished  the 
public  horses,  for  the  timber  and  fuel  used,  and 
damages  sustained  during  the  occupancy  of  three 
months,  the  deponent  received  the  sum  of  six 
hundred  and  forty  dollars  and  fifty-four  cents 
only. 

The  undersigned  further  declares  that  he  has, 
resided  at  the  same  place,  and  adjacent  to  the  said 
camp,  with  a  population  of  more  than  sixty  souls, 
during  the  space  of  years,  and  that,  from  his  ob- 
servations and  experience,  he  considers  it  as 
healthy  a  spot  as  any  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Or- 
leans.    A  true  copy  from  the  original. 

JEAN  DELASSIZE. 

Sworn  befiM'e  me^  this^Oth  day  of  March,  1810. 

J.  DUGHANYU. 


No.  7. 


Natchez,  February  15, 1810. 

General  Wilkinson  will  please  excuse  the  de- 
lay of  my  repiv  to  his  favor  of  the  ninth  instant, 
when  I  assure  him  that  nothing  but  want  of  time 
prevented  it  sooner. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  yours,  &c.   . 

F.  SEIP. 

The  dise«wes  most  predominant  during  the  last 
and  preceding  seasons,  in  this  country,  as  far  as  it 
has  come  within  my  knowledge,  were  fevers  of 
the  intermitting  and  remitting  kind,  cholera,  dys- 
entery, and  catarrh.  The  mortality  attending 
tkese  complains  is  by  no  means  great,  in  compar- 
son  with  the  numbers  attacked.  -  A  cause  of  this, 
BO  doubt,  is  the  tendency  most  diseases  here  have 
to  ran  into  the  intermitting  state ;  a  form  of  all 
others  moot,  immediately  under  the  control  of 
medicine,  and  one  by  wi^ich  time  is  allowed  to 
obviate  a  r^grrenee  of  the  diseases.  The  vio- 
leiice  of  intermitting  diseases  at  the  same  time 
being  chiefly  exerted  upon  the  spleen  and  other 
abdominal  viscera,  unless  arrested  in  time,  impair 
the  constitution,  and  thereby  lay  the  foundation 
for  other  disorders,  which,  though  slow,  eventu- 
ally destroy  life. 

f  he  aptitude  every  form  of  disease  has  to  run 
into  th^t  state,  is  so  great,  that  peripneumonia, 
£atarrb,opthalmia,and  even  rheumatic  affections, 
frequently  partake  of  it,  and  very  often  require 
bark  and  other  tonics  to  complete  the  cure. 

The  last  epidemic  we  experienced  in  this  coon- 
try,  was  the  influenza  of  the  autumn  of  1807, 
which  commenced  with  the  month  of  November, 
and  continued  during  the  greater  part  of  that 
winter.  Pleuritic  symptoms  combining  with 
the  influenza,  contribute  much  to  increase  its 
mortality.  A  remarkable  change  in  the  character 
of  that  disease  (pleurisy)  took  place  at  that  pe- 
riod ;  cases  oceurrinff  where  it  became  necessary 
to  use  the  lancet  as  freely  as  it  ever  is  done  in  the 
£lastern  States.  Something  of  the  same  nature 
1  think  I  have  remarked  in  this  disease  often  sinee, 
depletion  being  necessary  to  a  much  greater  ex- 
tent than  I  had  seen  it  used  previous  to  that  year, 
and  some  of  them  in  newly  arrived  Africans. 
Catarrhs  have  prevailed  at  different  periods  since, 
but  not  to  so  great  a  degree  in  force  or  extent. 
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Mortalitf  in  the  Troops  at  Ney>  Orleatu. 


Some  few  eases,  it  ought  to  be  observed,  of  that 
compiaiot,  the  la^tautumo,  were&troogiy  marked 
in  their  symptoms,  such  as  accompanied  the  in* 
fluenza  of  the  year  1807.  These  were  collections 
of  matter  in  the  antrum  and  frontal  sinus ;  symp- 
toms most  characteristic  of  th^t  disease,  followed 
by  the  peculiar  fmtid  discharge  from  those  cavi- 
ties. Some  instances  have  occurred^  when  the 
abscess  was  seated  in  the  lungs;  unattended, 
however,  with  hectic  fever  i  the  discbarge  as 
foetid,  soon,  as  in  the  other  cases,  relieved  itself, 
and  a  speedy  convalescence  followed. 

The  only  endemic  disease  of  the  past  season 
was  the  intermitting  fever ;  and  so  prevalent  was 
it,  that  I  have  been  frequently  assured  that  noth- 
ing equal  to  it  has  been  experienced  for  twenty 
•years.  This  is  ascribed,  and  with  much  proba- 
bility, to  the  extreme  rise  of  the  Mississippi,  cov- 
ering the  low  grounds,  and  retiring  during  the 
summer.  How  far  the  influence  of  us  banks  and 
the  adj&cent  low  grounds  on  the  western  side  of 
that  river  extends  eastward^  is  yet  undecided ; 
but  that  it  does,  for  a  great  distance,  is  evident 
from  the  similarity  of  the  diseases  of  both  coun- 
tries. The  diseases,  in  ftct,  of  all  the  high  lands 
in  this  neighborhood,  are  properly  such  as  are 
generated  upon  low  and  marshy  situations;  many 
artificial  causes^  it  is  true,  increase  the  evil,  such 
as  clearing  the  low  grounds,  erecting  ponds,  dbc. 
During  the  last  summer  those  situations  which, 
in  former  seasons,  were  most  exempt,  became 
very  subject  to  the  prevailing  diseases.  The 
character  of  this  endemic  differed  somewhat  from 
the  same  disease  of  other  years;  a  deep  sighing 
was  a  very  constant  symptom  of  the  remitting 
and  intermitting  fevers  of  the  present  year,  with 
great  pain  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  and  copious 
discharges  of  a  dark  color  from  the  stomach  and 
alimentary  canal. 

The  access  of  the  above  diseases  was,  for  the 
most  part,  preceded  by  a  lassitude,  slight  rigor 
or  chill,  one  or  two  da^ s  previous  to  the  attack, 
recurring  at  regular  periods  daily,  or  every  other 
day,  and  increasing  in  violence  until  the  disease 
became  fully  marked.  The  chill  varied  in  dif- 
ferent cases,  and  was  mostly  attended  by  an  ex- 
ceeding irritable  state  of  the  stomach,  by  vomiting. 
To  this  succeeded  the  fever,  which  continue 
from  six  to  twenty^four  hours,  with  excruciating 
pain  of  the  head,  back,  and  pit  of  the  stomarch. 
when  the  patient  was  robust  and  of  a  plethoric 
habit,  the  fever  frequently  set  in  with  a  very 
slight  chill,  and  continued  for  two  or  three  days 
before  a  complete  intermission  took  place. 

What  the  general  effect  of  this  climate  might  be 
upon  a  body  of  men  subject  to  military  habits, 
dbe.  I  could  not  venture  to  say  from  experience; 
but  the  poorer  class  of  emigrants,  who  annually 
visit  this  country  from  above<«-the  first  effect 
occasioned  by  intense  heat,  and  other  remote 
causes,  upon  persons  of  that  description,  discov- 
ers itselrearly  in  an  attack  of  cholera  morbus, 
remitting  and  intermitting  fever,  diarrhoea, or  dys- 
enterv :  the  former  are  by  much  the  most  favor- 
able torms  of  seasoning,  as  it  is  usualljr  termed; 
the  diarrhcna  or  dysentery  are  invariably  the 


worst,  and  at  all  times,  a  most  serious  eompltis: 
This  last  form  of  disease,  no  doabt^  wonld  beii* 
one  most  likely  to  occur,  where  improper  h: 
intemperance,  and  frequent  exposure  to  the  'sA- 
den  changes  of  air,  take  place.  ThediflBcolsyr 
restoring  the  tone  of  the  bowels  after  ao  aiaei 
of  that  complaint,  is  such,  that  it  not  unfreqoetil' 
baflks  every  attempt  of  medicine,  and  reqaire  i{ 
change  of  climate  to  effect  it. 

To  guard  a  large  body  of  men  against  theocj 
curreoce  of  disease,  from  such  numerous  soQit^ 
would,  without  doubt,  be  a  very  difficult  tliio^u 
accomplish,  unless  their  arrival  could  be  so  md 
aged  as  to  inure,  in  some  measure,  the  coosiiisl 
tion  gradually  to  the  change  of  climate.  TiJ 
has  been  sometimes  attempted  in  iotroduc*: 
fresh  gangs  of  n^roes  into  the  Territory,  ind  li 
parently  with  the  happiest  effect.  Depletioo  m 
was  substituted,  and  lenient  exercise,  for  sob 
time,  together  with  a  proper  regimen,  obserrei. 
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Wasbingtoii,  January  23,  ISIO. 

Sib  :  As  yon  have  resigned  the  comiaisj  oi 
the  troops  to  which  we  are  attached,  thii letter 
cannot,  by  the  most  malignant,  be  ascribed idtsT 
improper  motives,  and  we  beg  you  to  beussred 
that  it  proceeds  from  the  most  disinterested  s&Ltt. 
and  is  produced  by  a  temper  of  justice  oolr. 

In  offering  to  you  our  best  wishes  for  y&ar  fu- 
ture health  and  happipess,  we  should  notdo  ja»- 
tice  to  our  feelings,  nor  your  conduct,  if  veeoit- 
ted  to  acknowledge  vour  incessant  attention  i  - 
the  department  of  wnich  we  are  memben.d: 
failed  to  give  testimony  to  your  solicitode.  Joa^ 
tenderness  for,  and  fostering  care  of  the  sicc:f^' 
it  was,  sir,  to  the  supplies  of  extraordiosiy  cdst* 
forts  and  necessaries  which  you  from  tine  id 
time  have  ordered,  that  we  owe  the  lives  of  nasr 
men  ;  and  whatever  tnay  hare  been  the  misrep- 
resentations or  misapprehensions  which  haTe|&:( 
forth  on  this  subject,  we  have  no  doubt  tbe  con- 
sciousness of  your  own  good  conduct  will  aSori 
you  the  richest  reward  under  heaven. 

We  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  very  obe- 
dient and  bumble  servants, 

J.  W.  DANIEL, 

Hospital  Surgeon,  V.  S.  i* 
D.  CLAlJDB, 

Surgeon  Light  Artilieri. 
ALFRED  THRUSTON, 

Surgeon  7tk  hifwtdT^^ 
WM.UPSHAW, 

Surgeon  SthMantri. 

SMITH  CUTLER, 

Surgeon  R^  Corpi 

LEWIS  DUNHAM, 

Surgeon  Dragoent, 

THOMAS  PINKERTON, 
I  Surgeon's  Mate  U.  S,  Ami' 

A.  G.  GOODLET, 

Surgeon^s  Mate  lihinfa^ri' 
THOMAS  LAWSON, 

SurgeatCt  Mdt. 
General  Wilkirsqm. 


m 
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ALLOWANcar  or  drawback. 

Communicated  to  the  HoDM.Febiuary  21, 1810.] 

Mr.  Nbwton,  from  tke  Qosumittiee  p{  Com- 
srce  aod  Manaf^ctures,  to  whom  was  referred 
i  petitioB  of  Geoiye  Aroiroyd  db  Co.^  laade  the 
lowiog  report! 

The  petitioners  stale  that)  oo  the  10th  of  Juljf, 
}7,  ceruia  goods,  vsfesj  and   merchandise, 
!re  imported  io  the  schooner  Christiansiadt, 
o  the  United  States^  vis;  ai  WiimiDirtOD,  in 
i  district  of  Delawace,  and  that  the  same  were 
er wards  trapsporled«  coastwise,  in  the  sloops 
;rolina  and  Aon,  to  PhUadelphia* 
rbat,  on  Ike  2d  d«y  of  Octobei,  1800,  Mr. 
rcirsl,  one  of  the  partners  of  the  firm^  mAde 
alicatioo^  at  the  costom^hons^  uf  Philadelphia, : 
KQow  whether  the  merehaodise  was  then  en-> 
ed  to  drawback :  the  deputy  coiiector  and  naval 
icer,  on  examination,  determined  that  ihn  mai^ 
indi&e  was  entitled  to  the  dra whack,  and  would 
itinue  so  if  shipped  no  the  3d  or  4th  of  OiHober* 
rhat,  on  the  dd  of  October,  the  memhandise 
s  shipped  for  a  foreign  port,  after  haviof-pte^ 
losly  obtained. th^  export  permits,    Thepett- 
Qers  further.slatf,  that^  at  the  uettld  period, 
(ideates  for  debentures  were  issued,  snhsehbed 
the  deputy  eolleetor  and  naval  officers,  and 
ivered  to  the  petitioners,  to  enable  them  to  rc^ 
re,  ffom  the  colleotor  at.  Wilmington,  the 
oant  of  the  drawbaeky  and  that,  on  the  wNi* 
ioQ  of  tbn  pe|itii9Qyers  lot  the  collector  of  WIU 
Dgton,  for  the  amount  of  the  debenture^  he 
Died  to  pay  the  same,  alleging  as.a  rf  asoa,  that 
!  merchandise  had  b^n  too  long  within  the 
ited  States  to  be  entitled  to  the  drawbaok  of 
ies.    All  the  ikcts  set  forth  in  this  statement 
supported  by  ouitpm*houseoerti&aatefc  Two 
iers.  one  from  the  Complroller  of  the  Treasury, 
i  the  other  from  the  deputy  c«dleetor  of  tbe 
•tom-house  at  Philadelphiat.  aoeompmiy  the 
itton.  By  the  tomptMation  of  th9  bomptroU^i^ 
'■  time  durmg.  which  the  marehapdiae  was  ear- 
ed to  a  drawback,  had  exfired  by  a  day,  but, 
m  the  caleuUitioik  made  by  the  deputficoHen- 
and  naval  oficer  of  Phihtdelnhia,  the  refper- 
ion  took  place. two  day9  witnin  the  period 
)wed  for  iiafMs^if  menis  of  aMfohnadt*^  wuh 
tefit  of  drawback. 

rhe  committee  are  of  opioionf  ij^afc  the  draiW) 
:k  of  duties  in  tbiaeayetaa  made on^  by  George, 
mroyd  and  ComfNmyy^ugUt  to  bcairowed,  in- 
Duch  as  they  were  induced  to  make  tJ^e  ship- 
ot  of  merchandise  for  a  foreign  macket)  undjec 
!0Q  vie  lion  that  the  same  was  entitled  to  the 
)waQce  of  a  drawback  of  duties,  by.  the  dsei- 
a  of  the  deputy  collector  and  naval  officer  of, 
custon^house  at  Philadelphia,  whose  priovinee 
s  to  superintend  importations nnd  esportatAons 
Doerchandise. 
rhe  committee  are  disposed  to  exact  a  strict 
apliance  with  law,  in  matters  of  great  public 
icero,  when  t^e  party  ^cts  spontaneopslyy  or 
tn  advice  of  persons  not  clothed  with  th^  in- , 
Ilia  of  office;  but,  under  the  ciifcpmirt^QCfKpf, 
llthCo2t.  SdS£ss.— 79 


rhie  ease,  they  do  not  admit  that  it  comports 
either  with  the  honor  or  justice  of  the  National 
Legislature,  to  take  advantage  of  an  error,  if  error 
it  M,  eommitfed  by  citizens  actiag  io  conformity 
to  the  decision  Of  its  authorized  agents.  It  tfp- 
pearS)  from  the  documents  before  the  committee, 
that  Cleorge  Armroyd  and  Company  would  never 
have  exported  the  merchandise  nsd  they  not  been 
previotHiy  assnred,  by  the  proper  authority,  that 
the  drawback  of  duties  would  be  allowed.  The 
difficulty  HI  this  case  arises  in  a  great  measure  in 
the  three  following  circumstances :  1st.  The  time 
allowed  fot  the  exportation,  with  an  allowance 
of  the  drawback,  being  made  up  of  parts  of  dif- 
ferent years  $  0d.  The  deduction  of  the  time  dur- 
ing Which  the  embargo  was  in  force,  viz :  from 
the  38d  of  Deeeraher,  1807,  to  the  15th  of  March, 
18019;  and,  3dly.  The  intervention  of  leap  fear. 
The  comtnittife  are  n6t  disposed  to  r^t  the 
claim  of  the  partiee  to  the  justice  of  the  Nntiorial 
L^rislailttre  on  either  of  the  three  points  stated. 

Their  decision  is  founded  on  the  official  acts  of 
the  deottty  collector  and  naval  officer  of  the  port 
of  Philadelphia.  The  letter  of  Mr.  Graff,  the 
deptity  coMeetor,  elearly  proves  that  tfie  petitioiQ* 
ers  aeled  fairly,  and  in  strict  conformity, to  the 
osaffe  of  the  custom-house. 

Though  the  eommittee  make  thek  decision  in 
favor  of  the  parties,  on  the  grounds  stated,  yet 
thev  are  satisfied  it  might  be  made  to  depend, 
with  great  propriety,  on  the  other  pointu.  The 
calenlation  of  th®  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
contained  in  his  letter,  to  which  the  committee 
beg  leave  to  refer,  differs  from  that  made  hy  offi- 
cers of  the  custorors  at  least  hy  a  day.  According 
to  stud  and  fair  computation,  it  appears  that  the 
additipnal  day  in  leap  year  should  be  given  as  a 
day  of  grace  to  the  petitioners.  If  there  had  been 
no  embanp,  part  o«  leap  yea.r  would  have  bean 
computea  io  the  time  allowed  for  the  exportation 
with  benefit  of  drawback.  It  never  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  Legislature  to  narrow  the  privilege 
of  exportation  with  the  allowance  of  drawback  of 
duties,  existinj^  at  the  time  the  embargo  was  laid, 
as  is  clearly  evinced  by  the  passage  of  the  law,  to 
prevent  the  tinie,  during  which  the  embargo 
should  be  in  force,  being  computed  as  making 
||>art  of  t^e  term  of  twelve  calendar  mouths,  dur- 
ing which,  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  must  be  exported, 
in  order  to  be  entitled  ^  a  drawback  of  the  duties 
paid  on  the  importation.  If  there  bad  been  no 
suspension  Of  foreign  trade,  the  iihpression  on  the 
comsnit^  from  the  statement  of  the  deputy  col- 
leetor^  Mk.  Orai^  is,  that  the  additional  day  would 
have  been  allowed  m  the  petitioners. 

From  this  view  of  the  ease,  the  comaaittee  re* 
specfAilly  ftibmit  the  foUewing  resolution : 

MeMoimedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  is 
rcasanahle,  and-  ought  to  he  granted.. 


di* 


TUBASURY  DcPAaTMENT, 

Comptroller's  Office^  Dec.  8, 1809. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  fourth^  with  one  from 
M#.  Qri^ji  relative  to  an  exportation  of  mercban* 
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iltioiMmce  of  Draw^acku 


dise  imported  into  the  dUtriet  of  Delaware,  and 
exported  from  Philadelphia,  is  received. 

The  colleotor  of  Delaware  has  been  informed 
that  the  exportation  was  net  made  in  time,  and 
therefore,  that  the  merchandise  was  not  enlitled 
to  drawback. 

The  date  of  importation  was  the  lOtb  of  Jnly*, 
1807,and  the  export  entry  was  on  the  3d  of  October, 
1809.  Including  the  dav  of  importation  and  that 
of  exportation,  and  excluding  the  time  that  the 
embargo  was  in  force,  there  will  remain  thiee 
hundred  and  sixty-six  days. 

Now,  as  three  hundred  and  sixtjr-six  days  are 
made  up  of  parts  of  the  years  1807  and  1809,  and 
the  intermediate  was  leap  year,  there  can  be  no 
question  but  that  the  goods  were  exported  too 
late  by  one  day.  The  law  requires  that  an  ex- 
portation for  drawbacks  shall  be  made  in  iwelye 
calendar  months,  and  those  months  will  always 
be  comprehendea  in  three  hundred  and  sixty-five 
days,  exce|>t  in  leap  year,  in  which  three  hundred 
and  aixty-six  days  are  contained. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  calculation  made  at 
the  Treasuiy. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  DUVALL. 

John  Steele,  Esq. 

ImporUd  July  10, 1807. 

July 21 

August  .-.---  31 

September    - 30 

October 31 

November 30 

December -  21 


164 


1809. 

March  ------  16 

April 30 

May 31 

June 30 

July 31 

August 31 

September 30 

October 3 
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pHibAnELFiuA,  December  4^  1809. 

Sift :  On  the  2d  of  October  last,  whilst  yet  act* 
ing  as  yonr  deputy,  Mr.  Percival,  of  the  house  of 
Gkorge  Armroyd  and  Company,  came  to  vomr 
office,  (yott  were  just  then  absent)  and  asked  me 
whether  goods  imported  on  the  lOtb  of  July,  1607, 
were  enutled  to  drawback,  and  when  die  time 
would  expire.  There  was  a  eomideraMe  mrcss 
of  business  at  the  time,  and  I  asked  him,  nave 
you  tried  the  time,  and  do  you  say  they  are  en- 
titled to  drawback  ?  He  answered  he  had,  and 
that  they  were  entitled  tbereto.  I  think  I  re- 
plied, if  yon  are  sore,  there  is  no  occasion  for  me 
to  try ;  make  out  your  entries,  and  gee  permit  to 


ship  yonr  goodt.    He  answered,  that  he  wu&tc 

me  to  examine,  as  a  little  while  past  I  had  2^ 

clared  the  time  to  have  expired  in  the  cue  sf 

some  other  goods,  when  be  thought  thef  v**: 

entitled  to  drawMck.    I  did  try,  and  madtn^ 

time  to  expire  on  the  3d  or  4th ;  at  same  tiopl 

gave  the  date  to  ttie  deputv  naval  offieer.aoU* 

agreed  with  me.    He  said  thev  were  readj :. 

ship  the  goods  then,  but  the  Teasel  was  in  the  hit: 

of  the  carpenters,  and  as  there  anpeared  some  tia- 

to  spare,  and  the  goods  eonld  be  laden  on  born 

in  a  few  hoars,  they  did  not  take  out  the  eipor 

permit  until  the  following  day ;  and  had  I  Dot,  :s 

the  solemn  declaration  I  had  taken,  not  to  sa& 

the  revenue  of  the  United  States  to  bedefnodet 

been  satisfied  the  goods  were  entitled  to  dnv- 

back,  I  never  would  hare  issued  the  permiu 

qualified  the  exporter  to  his  entries,  suffered  m 

export  bonds  to  be  aigned,  and  then  hare  isod 

the  certificates  to  obtain  the  drawback  in  Ddi- 

ware  district,  all  which   has  been  done.  Tb; 

deputy  naval  officer,  under  like  eonvictioo.  i£ 

sign  the  export  permit  and  certificate  Na  i  I 

feel  much  concern  to  find  that  thecoUeeiorsf 

Delaware  has  refused  to  issue  the  debeotors  tsi 

that  the  certificates  No.  2,  have  been  retinmL 

This,  I  believe,  is  the  only  aet  of  mine,  since  ym 

have  been  in  office,  which  is  likely  topKfci 

trouble;  and  I  regret  it  more  particolarif.tinti: 

should  have  happened  on  the  eve  of  mr  deeliiii^ 

my  situation  as  your  deputy.    The  Doodsvm 

signed  on  the  Sth^  of  course.    The  certilbifi 

were  of  that  date,  m  order  to  enable  thecolifftor 

to  know  when  the  debentures  onght  to  be  mde 

payable.    I  am  not  yet  convin^  tbtt  tli» 

goods  are  not  legally  entitled  todrawbaclL  Witi 

says  the  law  ?  vol.  4,  sec.  75,  page  396.  "-Dnr 

backs  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  od  all jood&, 

wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  Uiitd 

States,  whereupon  the  duties  shall  havebeeoful. 

or  secured  to  be  paid,  as,  within  twelve  calo^- 

months  after  payment  or  security  given,  sball  be 

exported  to  any  foreign  port  or  ptace,"  4k^  Tte 

coilectoT  of  I>elaware  makes  twelve  caleo^' 

months  to  consist  of  three  hundred  and  siify-^Tt 

days.    They  sometimes  conmin  three  buM 

and  sixty-six  days.    But,  sir.  the  law  has  alwtp 

been  eonsttiied  so  as  to  take  in  the  date  of  t^ 

month  of  importation,  of  the  fbllowhig  year,  ri:; 

Goods  imported  on  the  10th  of  July,  in  ose  fm 

if  shipped  oh  the  lOih  of  July,  in  the  foltovicj 

have  always  received  the  drawback.  Tear  booh 

will  show  many  instances  of  this  kisd,an(i!!: 

demor  has  evw  Men  made  at  the  Treasury.  T». 

law  does  not  say- within  6ne  year  from  the  hii^ 

imporMtion,  but  within  twelve  calendar  mos^b 

after  payment,  dkc.    A  question  woald  hereinft 

which  I  believe  has  never  been  agiuted,  vcn 

the  twelve  calendar  months  leffaily  expire.  1 

imports  goods  in  a  vessel  entered  at  the  eQstos- 

house  on  the  10th  of  July,  1809 ;  he  enters  h 

goods  on  the  15th,  and  pays  the  doties.  B^ 

goods  in  the  same  vessel,  and  be  secures  tbeo* 

ties  en  the  20tb.    Quere.  Do  the  twelve  eaift- 

dar  months  exmre  on  th^  ISth,  20th,  or  the  m 

9f  July,  19110^  But,  admitting  the  tmtoaav 
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OQ  of  the  law  to  be  af^er  the  date  of  importation, 
le  calcolatioDs  might  be  made  in.  two  days, 
rhich  appear  to  be  just  and  legal — say,  in  this  case, 

Months*  Days. 

Lfter  the  10th  of  July,  1807,  to  31st 
of  same  month         ....         21 

LUgust,  September,  October,  No- 
vember     -       -       -       •       .      i  .- 

'o  December  31st        ....         21 

lfter  15th  March  to  31st  same 
month,  1809      .....  16 

Lpril,  May.  June,  July,  August, 
September        -       ...      6 

ktober  1st  to  3d  -        -       -       -      -  3 

10         61 
Or  thas,  which  is  according  to  common  usage: 

Motahi,  Day9^ 

Lfter  10th  of  July  to  10th  Decem- 
ber, 1807  5 

^o  21st  December       -       -       -  *         11 

Lfter  15th  March  to  15th  Septem- 
ber, 1809  6 

1*0  October  3d      -       ...  -         18 


11 


29 


Eleren  months  and  twenty*nine  days.  This 
appears  to  be  the  law ;  it  does  not  say  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five  or  three  hundred  and  sixty-six 
days.  Suppose  the  law  to  sav  within  three  cal- 
endar months^^'Of?!  the  date  of  importation. 

January  1st,,  to  March  3l8t,  would  be  ninety 
days  for  three  calendar  months ;  February  1st,  to 
Anril  30th,  would  be  eighty-nine  days  for  three 
calendar  months ;  March  Ist,  to  May  31st,  would 
be  ninety-two  days  for  three  calendar  months. 

The  collector  of  Delaware's  calculation  is  cer^ 
tainly  incorrecL  I  cannot  be  persuaded  but  that 
the  exporters,  Qeorge  Armroyd  and  Company, 
are  legally  entitled  to  the  drawback  in  question, 
and  1  respectfully  reauest  you  will  be  pleased  to 
lay  this  statement  before  Q.  Duvall,  Esq.,  Com|>- 
troUer  of  the  Treasury,  who,  I  trust,  will  under 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  giviilg 
the  law  a  liberal  construction,  be  induced  to  a£ 
mit  the  claim,  and  direct  payment  thereof,  by  the 
oolletetor  of  the  district  of  Delaware. 

Respectfully,  1  am,  sir,  dbc. 

JOHN  GRAFF. 

John  Stbelb,  Esq., 

CoUectar  </  Philadelphia. 
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PA68BD  AT  THE  FIRST  AND  8B00NII  8B88IONS  OF  THE  BLEVENTH  C0NeBB88»  BB- 
GUN  AND  HELD  AT  THE  CITT  OF  WA8HINOT0N,  MAY  93,  AND  NOV.  S7, 1808. 


FIRST  SESSION. 


in  Act  rwp«otiB9  die  ibiiMi  or  rmnk  ovcned  by  cili- 
Mm  or  Mibjecto  of  Ibroigii  nttioni  witli  which  com- 
mercial intercoone  is  pcrouUed. 

Be  U  enadedhyihe  StmUeand Bouae of  Btjprt- 
^eniaHves  tf  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Dmgreee  aseetMedf  Thac^  from  «nd  aft«r  the 
Ajsiog  of  this  met,  all  ships  or  Tetsela  owned  bv 
iiizens  or  sobjects  of  any  foreign  nation  with 
vbicheommereial  intercourse  is  permitted  by  the 
icL  entitled  ^  An  act  to  iaterdiet  the  commer- 
cial intereoarse  between  the  United  Stales  and 
Ireat  Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependen- 
iies,  and  for  other  purposes,"  be  permitted  to  take 
)n  board  cargoes  of  dom^tic  or  foreign  produce, 
ind  to  depart  with  the  same  for  any  foreign  port 
)r  place  with  which  such  Intercourse  is  or  shall 
It  the  time  of  their  departure,  respectively,  be 
has  permitted,  in  the  same  manner,  and  on  the 
tame  conditions,  as  is  provided  by  the  act  afore- 
aid,  for  ressels  owned  br  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
fd  States;  anything  in  tne  said  act,  or  in  the 
tct  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in 
he  poru  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  or  ia- 
lay  of  the  sererml  acts  supplementary  thereto,  to 
he  conuary  aolwtthsundiag* 

J.  B.  VAimuM; 

Speaker  of  the  Hauee  of  Repreeentaiitfee. 

GEO.  CLINTON, 
Vice  President  of  the  Umted  States,  and 
Preeidenl  ^the  Senate. 
Approved,  May  30, 1809. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 


Ln  Act  asking  farther  sppfopristions  to  complete  the 
fortifications  eommencsd  lor  the  Mcartty  of  the  ports 
tnd  harbon  of  the  United  States,  and  to  erect  inch 
fortifications  as  may  be  necessary  fi>r  the  protection 
of  the  Northern  and  Western  frontiers  of  the  United 
States. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  for  the  purpose  of 
ompleting  the  fortifications  commenced  for  the 
ecurity  of  the  seaport  towns  and  harbors  of  the 
Jnited  States,  ana  Territories  thereof,  and  for 
reeling  such  forcillcatioas  as  may,  in  the  opio- 
Da  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  be 
eemed  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  NorthT 
rn  and  Western  frontiers,  there  be  and  hereby  is 
ppropriated  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  mty 
housand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys 
B  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  June  14, 1809. 


An  Act  authorisinfl:  the  appointment  of  an  agent  ftr 
the  lend  office  at  Kwsksskis,  and  allowing  rompS» 
sation  to  the  Commlasionen  and  derk. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  Secretarv  of  the 
Treasury  be  and  he  is  hexeby  authorized  to  eoa- 
ploy  an  agent,  whose  compensation  shall  not  ex^ 
ceed  ^^t  hundred  dollars  in  full  for  all  his  ser- 
vices, for  the  purpose  of  appearing  before  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  for  adjusting  the  claima 
to  land  in  the  Kaskaskia  district,  in  l:^baIf-of  the 
United  States,  to  investigate  the  claims  for  land, 
and  to  oppose  all  such  as  he  may  deem  fraudu- 
lent aod  unfounded. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  five 
hundred  dollars  shall  be  allowed  to  each  of  the 
said  Commissioners  and  to  the  clerk  of  the 
Board,  as  compensation  for  their  services,  ren- 
dered in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eight. 

Approved,  June  15, 1809. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  ''An  Mt 
making  appropriations  lor  carrying  faito  efieci  a  trea- 
ty between  the  United  States  and  the  Chickasaw 
tribe  of  Indians ;  and  to  establish  a  land  office  in  the 
BOssissiiiiil  TerfKory.** 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  so  much  of  the  lands 
ceded  to  the  United  States  b^  the  Cherokee  and 
Chickasaw  Indians,  as  lies  within  the  Mississippi 
Territory, and  for  which  a  land  office  was  direct- 
ed to  be  established,  by  the  second  section  of  the 
act  to  which  this  act  ieesufplement,  shall,  with  the 
exception  of  section  number  sixteen  in  each  town- 
ship, which  shall  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools 
within  the  same,  and  with  the  exception  of  the 
salt  springs  atid  lands  contiguous  thereto,  which^ 
by  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  m^j  be  reserved  for  the  future  disposal  of 
thesaid  United  States,  be  offered  for  sale  totbehigh- 
est  bidder,  under  the  direction  of  the  register  of  the 
land  office  and  of  the  receiver  of  public  moneys, 
at  the  place  where  the  laod  office  is  established, 
aod  on  the  day  or  days  which  shall  have  been 
designated  by  proclamation  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  for  that  purpose;  the  sales  shall 
remain  open  for  six  weeks,  and  no  longer ;  the 
lands  shall  not  be  sold  for  less  than  two  dol- 
lars an  acre,  aiid  shall  be  sold  in  tracts  of  the 
same  size,  and  in  all  respects  on  the  same  terms 
and  conditions  as  have  been  or  may  be  by  law 
provided  for  the  sale  of  the  other  public  lands  in 
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the  Mississippi  Territory.  All  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  in  the  said  district,^  with  the  ex- 
ceptions above-menrioBed)  remaining  unsold  at 
the  close  of  the  public  sales,  may1)e  disposed  of  at 
private  sale,  by  the  register  of  the  land  office,  in 
the  same  manner,  under  the  same  regulations,  for 
the  same  price,  and  on  the  same  terms  and  con- 
ditions, as  are  or  mar  be  provided  by  law  for  the 
sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory  ;  and  patents  shall  be  obtained 
for  lands  sold  in  said'  district,  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  on  the  same  terms,  as  are  provided  b)r 
law  for  other  public  lands  sold  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory, 

-Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
superintendents  of  the  public  sales,  directed  by 
this  act,  shall  each  receive  six  doHars  a  day,  for 
every  day's  attendance  on  the  said  sales. 

Approyed;  June  15, 1809. 


An  Act  to  oontinne  in  force  ^  An  act  declaring  the 
assent  of  Congress  to  a  certain  act  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  passed  the  twenty-first  of  December, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fbur.*^ 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c,  That  the  act  of  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
aix,  entitled  ^^An  act  declaring  the  consent  of 
Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  South  Caroli- 
na, passed  on  the  twenty-first  dav  of  December, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  so  far  as 
the  same  relates  to  authorizing  the  City  Council 
of  Charleston  tp  impose  and  collect  a  duty  on  the 
tonnage  of  vessels  from  foreign  ports,"  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  continued  in  force  from  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act  for  five  years,  and  thence  to  the 
end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress  thereafter, 
mnd  no  longer. 

Approved,  June  15, 1809. 


An  Act  to  fix  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress. 

Be  it  enacted^  fc.,  That,  after  the  adjoarn- 
ment  of  the  present  session,  the.  next  meeting  of 
Congress  shall  be  on  the  fourth  Monday  of  No- 
Tember  next. 

Approved,  June  24, 1809. 

An  Act  for  the  remission  of  certain  penalties  and  for- 
ftitures,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
remit  any  penalty  or  forfeiture  wnich  may  have 
been  incurred  in  consequence  of  any  of  toe  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit 
the  importation  of  slaves  into  any  port  or  place 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight," 
by^  aujr  person  who  may  have  been  concerned  in 
bringing  into  any  port  or  place  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States,  any  slave  or  staves, 
owned  by  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  have 
been  forcibly  expelled  from  the  island  of  Cuba, 
by  order  or  the  Government  thereof:  and  the 
President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  further 


authbrized  to  release  all  vessels  and  other  effeco, 
which  may  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  seizd 
therefor :  Protidei,  That  he  shall  be  first  satis- 
ed,  in  every  case,  that  the  person  thus  cooeeriK^ 
in  bringing  in  such  slave  or  slaves  as  aforesaid 
was  impelred  thereto,  by  circumstances  wbicb.ni 
the  Judgment  of  the  President  of  the  Unife^ 
States^  would  justify  the  act ;  aod  withoot  aay 
intention  on  the  part  of  such  person  ToloDtariif 
to  evade  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  a^or^ 
said :  And  .provided,  al90.  That  such  slare  ^ 
slaves  shall  have  been  brought  into  the  Ufiiid 
States  in  the  same  vessel  and  at  the  same  time  u 
their  owner  or  owners  respectively. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  Jurther  enacted,  Thai  tbt 
President  of  the  United  States  be  and  he  is  here- 
by authorized  to  make  aoy  arrangement  with  tb; 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Prance,  whicii  be 
may  deem  necessary  and  proper,  for  traDsportisf 
sucn  of  the  unfortunate  exiles  from  the  axi 
island  of  Cuba,  with  their  effects,  as  shtil  desin 
to  depart  from  the  United  States  to  aor  port  a 
place  within  the  territories  of  France,  m  eob- 
nies,  or  dependencies,  any  law  to  the  eosovr 
notwithstanding:  Froviaed,  That  the  rnsdi 
transporting  the  same  shall  depart  only  in  billK& 
and  without  taking  •  on  board  any  other  cb^ 
than  such  sea  stores  as  may  be  deemed  neeesAfj 
for  the  voyage  in  every  case.  And  to  enabkoe 
President  to  carry  into  effect  any  such  ama^e- 
ment,  as  well  as  for  supplying,  temporariir.  sse^ 
of  (be  uaibrtunate  exiles  with  the  neeessaiiKi^ 
subsistence,  as  may  be  in  actual  want  tberecC 
there  be  appropriated  the  sum  of  fifteen  thoasii^ 
dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necesary 
for  these  objects,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moserii 
the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated:  ^ 
tided,  however.  That  all  moneys  draws  muh 
the  Treasury,  in  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  cbirp 
to  the  French  Government,  under  sacbstipali* 
tions  for  reimbursing  the  same,  on  the  part(rt't^< 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  as.  ia  dK 
judgment  of  the  President,  inay  be  deemed pc^ 
per  for  that  object. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  lU 
claim  and  demand  of  the  United  Sutes  to  isy 
moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  ship  ClirL 
sold  in  pursuance  of  a  decree  of  the  district  court 
for  Orleans  district,  holden  in  March,  oaetboQ- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  be  and  the  same  i^ 
hereby  relinquished  and  remitted  to  Aodrev 
Foster  and  Jacob  P.  Giraud,  late  owners  of  tst 
said  ship  Clara,  anything  in  any  former  lav  ^ 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved,  June  28, 1809. 


An  Act  to  amend  and  continue  in  fi>roe  certain  p«* 

of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  mtetdict  tbe  co» 

merdal  intercourse  between  the  United  State*  iw 

Great  Britain  and  FrancCf  and  their  depeadeao* 

and  for  other  purposes." 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  third,  foartb,£fi^ 

sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  elereDtli,s<^ 

enteenth,  and  eighteenth  sections  of  theacy* 

titled  <*An  act  to  interdict  the  commercial  i^^^ 
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Mirse  between  fbe  Uoited  States  and  Great 
kitain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies,  and 
)r  other  purposes,"  shall  continae  in  force  until 
lie  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress :  Fro- 
ided,  That  nothing  therein  contained  shall  be 
oDstrued  to  prohibit  anj  trade  or  commercial 
Btercourse  wnieh  has  been  or  may  be  permitted 
3  conformity  with  the  proyisions  of  the  eleventh 
ection  of  the  said  act. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  all 
ct8  repealed,  or  meotioned,  or  intended  to  be  re- 
ealed  by  the  said  act,  to  interdict  commercial 
Dtercourse  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
iritaio  and  France,  and  their  dependencies,  shall 
e  and  remain  repealed,  notwithstandins  any  part 
f  the  same  act  which  das  been  or  may liereafcer 
e  revoked  or  annulled,  or  which  ipny  exoire  by 
:s  own  limitation :  Provided^  That  all  tne  pen- 
hies  and  forfeitures  which  may  have  been  incur- 
ed,  or  shall  hereafter  be  incurred  on  account  of 
ny  infraction  of  the  act  laying  an  embargo  on 
11  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of 
he  United  States,  of  of  any  of  the  acts  supple- 
3entary  thereto,  or  of  the  act  to  enforce  and 
lake  more  effectual  an  act,  entitled  '*An  act  lay- 
ig  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the 
orts  and  harbors  of  the  United  States/'  or  of 
ny  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  interdict  the 
oinmercial  intercourse  between  the  Uoited  States 
nd  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  depend- 
Dcies.and  for  other  purposes,  shall,  after  the  ex- 
iration  of  any  of  the  said  acts  or  of  any  provis- 
)n  thereof,  be  recovered  and  distributed  in  like 
lanner  as  if  the  said  acts  and  every  provision 
bereof  had  continued  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U further  enacted,  That,  during 
be  continuance  of  this  act,  no  ship  or  vessel,  ex- 
ept  such  as  may  be  chartered  or  empioyed  for 
le  public  service  by  the  President  of  the  United 
Itates,  shall  be  permitted  to  depart  for  any  foreign 
ort  or  place  with  which  commercial  intercourse 
as  not  been  or  may  not  be  permitted  by  virtue  of 
bis  act)  or  of  the  act  to  interdict  the  commercial 
itercourse  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  and  France  and  their  dependencies,  aad 
}r  other  purposes.  And  no. ship  or  vessel  bound 
}  a  foreign  port  or  place  with  which  commercial 
Dtercourse  has  beea  or  mav  be  thos  permitted, 
xcept  iuch  as  may  be  chartered  or  employed  as 
foiesaid,  shall  be  allowed  to  depart,  unless  the 
wner  or  owners,  consignee  or  factor  of  soch  ship 
r  vessel  shall,  with  the  master,  bave  given  bond 
rith  one  or  more  soreties  to  the  Uoited  States, 
a  a  sum  double  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo, 
hat  the  vessel  shall  not  proceed  to  any  port  or 
lace  with  which  commercial  intercourse  is  not 
tius  permitted,  nor  be  directly  or  indirectly  en- 
aged,  during  the  voyage,  in  any  trade  with  such 
«rt  or  place.  And  if  any  ship  or  vessel  shall, 
ODtrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  section,  depart 
rom  any  port  of  the  United  States,  without 
learance,  or  without  having  given  bond  in  the 
lanaer  above-mentioned,  such  ship  or  vessel,  to- 
ether  with  her  cargo,  shall  be  wholly  forfeited, 
nd  the  owner  or  owners,  agent,  ffeiffhter,or  fac- 
drs,  master,  or  commanckr  of  such  ship  or  vasael, 


shall,  moreover,  severally  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum 
equal  to  the  value  of  the  ship  or  vessel,  and  of 
the  cargo  put  on  board  the  same :  Pramded^  air 
ttay$j  That  the  provisions  of  the  eleventh  section 
of  the  act  to  interdict  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, shall  extend  to  the  prohibitions  imposed  by 
this  section ;  which  prohibitionjs  shall  cea9e  to 
operate  in  the  manner  and  under  the  limitations 
prescribed  by  the  eleventh  section  aforesaid,  in 
relation  to  any  nation  with  which  commercial 
intercourse  mav'  hereafter  be  permitted,  in  con- 
formity with  tne  provisions  ol  the  eleventh  sec- 
tion a^resaid. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  alt 
penalties  and  forfeitures  arising  under,  or  incurred 
ny  virtue  of  this  act^  shall,  during  the  continu- 
ance and  after  the  expiration  thereof,  be  recovered 
and  distributed,  and  may  be  remitted  or  niitigated 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act  to  interdict 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  the 
acts  therein  referred  to. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  all  the 
vessels  which  may  have  arrived  at  any  port  or 
place  within'  the  ITnited  States  from  Great  Brit- 
ain, her  colonics  or  dependencies,  between  the  ' 
twentieth  day  of  May  and  the  eleventh  of  June, 
one  thoosaud  eight  hundred  and  nine,  shall  be 
exempted  from  ail  the  forfeitures  and  penalties 
incurred  in  consequence  of  any  violation  of  any 
of  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  to  interdict  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  t^eir  depend- 
encies. 

Approved,  June  28, 1809. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  <'An  act 
making  provision  for  the  support  of  public  credit,  and 
for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt" 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  powers  vested  in 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinkine  Fund,  by  the 
tenth  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  sup- 
plement, shall  extend  to  all  the  cases  of  reim- 
bursement of  any  instalments  or  parts  of  the  cap- 
ital, or  principal,  of  the  public  debt  now  existing, 
which  may  become  payable  according  to  law. 
And,  in  every  case  in  which  a  loan  may  be  made 
accordingly,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  loan  to  be 
made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  anything 
in  any  act  of  Congress  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Approved,  June  28, 1809. 


An  Act  making  an  appropriation  to  finish  and  furnish 
the  Senate  Chamber,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  finishing  and  furnishing  the  permanent  Senate 
Chamber,  its  committee  rooms,  lobbies,  and  other 
apartments,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  is 
appropriated}  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasvry  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That,  to  de^ 
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Qrny  the  expense  incarned  in.  fitting  up  the  tem- 
porary Seoate  Chamber,  and  repairing  apd  pro- 
Tiding  articles  of  furniture,  the  further  sum  of 
BUiteen  hundred  dollars  be  appropriated,  the  same 
to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  June  28,  1809. 


An  Act  to  suspend  for  a  liiiiited  time  the  recruiting 

service. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  so  much  of  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  raise  for  a  limited,  time  an 
•additional  military  force,''  as  author ia^es  the  en- 
listing of  men  for  the  term  of  fiFe  year^  unless 
aooner  disckArged.  be  and  ttie  same  ia  hereby  sus- 
pended until  twenty  days  after  the  next  meeting 
ii  Congress. 

Approved.  June  28, 1609. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pense of  stationery,  printing,  and  all  other  contin* 

-  gent  expenses  of  the  8enale  and  HoQse  of  Repre- 
■entatives,  daring  the  preaent  session  of  Oongreas. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c.  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
|)ense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  all  other  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  during  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  the  sum  of  nine  thousand  dollars  be 
and  the  same  hereby  is  appropriated,  payable  out 
of  VLTxy  money  in  the  Treaaury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated. 

Approved,  June  28, 1809. 


An  Act  anthDriaiffg  th#  m^soim^m  efiemsfit 
Treaaaiy  Department  to  give  cNM^t  to  eertsiicBl^ 
lectors  of  the  costoma  fipr  allowances  paid  by  ^ 
to  the  owners  aad  crews  of  fiahiag  vesifk 

Be  it  enacted^  fc.^  That  the  ateoumieg  oEee 
of  the  Treasury  Departioeot  be  and  the^  k 
hereby  authorized,  in  seitliag  the  aecountsof  ta 
collectors  of  the  cufttoms,  to  give  them  credit  (49 
the  respective  sums  which  have  been  or  maf  Ik 

Said  for  allowances  to  the  owners  and  crevs  of 
shing  veaseltis  in  lien  of  drawback  of  the  liotia 
Said  on  the  salt  used  by  the  aaaie,  to  the  (binj- 
rst  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundiid 
and  seven.— Approved,  June  28, 1809. 


An  Act  eoneeming  the  Naval  EataUUimeot 

Be  U  enacted^  4^.,  That  the  President  of  tbe 
United  State?,  in  the  event  of  a  favorable  ehioge 
in  our  foreign  relations,  be  and  he  is  herebf  la- 
thorized  to  cause  to  be  discharged  from  acioil 
service,  and  laid  up  in  ordinary,  such  of  ihefHs- 
ates  and  public  armed  vessels,  as,  in  hisjod^ 
mentj  a  due  regard  to  the  public  secoriif  m 
interest  will  permit. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  futiher  enacted,  Thai  so 
much  of  the  first  section  of  an  act,  eoticled  *Aa 
act  to  authorize  the  employment  of  anaddib»al 
force."  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Coagrfss-  k 
requires  the  public  armed  vessels  to  be  smmti 
at  such  ports  and  places  on  the  seacoasi,  or  a 
cruise  on  tbe  seacoast  of  the  United  Sutcsuid 
Territories  thereof,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
repealed. — Approved,  June  28, 1809. 


A.CTB  PASSED   AX  THE  SECOND  SESSION. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  tranajportation  of  certain  doc- 
uments free  of  postage. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^£.,  That  the  members  of  Con- 
gress, the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  tbe  Clexk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  be  and  they  are 
hereby  respectively  authorized  to  transmit,  free  of 
postage,  the  Message  of  the  President  of  tne  Uni- 
ted States,  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  November, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  and  the 
documents  accompanying  the  same,  printed  by 
order  of  the  Senate,  and  by  order  of  tbe  House 
of  Representatives,  to  any  post  office  within  the 
United  States,  and  Territories  thereof,  to  which 
thev  may  direct ;  any  law  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

Approved,  December  9, 180^. 


An  Act  supplemental  to  an  act,  entitied  "An  act  ex- 
tending the  right  of  aufirage  in  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, and  for  other  purposesu" 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  tbe  Qoveiaor  of  the 
Indiana  Territory,  for  the  time  being,  be  and  he 
ia  hereby  anthomtd  andempoirared  to  apportion 


the  Repnaencativea  among  the  several  comti«$ 
in  said  Territory,  as  he  abali  think  proper,  ktrins 
regard  to.  the  numbers  limited  in  tbe  fourib  s^* 
tion  of  tbe  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplemeot.  asd 
to  isaoe'  hta  writ  for  the  election  of  such  R^pr^ 
sentativea  agr«eably  to  the  apporiioomeot  whieii 
he  may  make,  at  sueh  time  as  he  shall  deem  ao6( 
convenient  for  the  citizens  of  the  several  coqih 
tiea  in  said  Territory. 

Sac.  3.  And beUJurther enacted,  Thttsosooi 
aa  the  Legislature  of  the  said  Territory  frhtU  be 
convened,  the  number  of  Representatives  is  etek 
county  thereof  shall  be  regulated  by  the  Genenl 
Aaaembly. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  vbco 
any  vacancy  ahall  occacin  iheLegislatir<Co(» 
cil,  by  death,  resignation  or  removal  from  office. 
or  when  from  either  of  said  cauaes  there  shall  beitf 
Delegate  from  aaid  Territory  to  the  Co^gftes^  0) 
the  U  nited  States,  the  Qovenior  ahall  io  either 
caae  be  anthoriiea  to  isane  hia  proclainttioD,  di* 
reeting  an  election  to  he  held  to  supply  svcb  tv- 
caney  aeeordiog  to  law. 
.  Appreeed,  Detemher  1^  I8M1 
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■wUfj  luid  wMvanik 

^e  U  enacted^  4^.,  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
«  authorized  to  iasoe  military  land  wanranta  to 
ach  persoQs  as  hatre  or  shall,  before  the  irst  daf 
if  March,  one  thoQsaod  eight  hundred  and  thir- 
eeo,  produce  to  him  satiNactory  eYidence  of  the 
alidityof  their  claims;  wliich  warranta,  with 
bose  heretofore  issued  aad  not  yet  satisfied, 
ball  and  may  be  located  io  the  names  of  the 
loiders  or  proprietors  thereof,  prior  to  the  first 
lay  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
birieeo,  od  aay  uoloeated  parte  of  the  fifty  quap- 
er  lowDships  and  the  fractiooal  quarter  town- 
bjps,  reserved  by  law  for  original  holders  of  mil- 
tary  land  warrants. 

Approved,  December  19, 1809. 


LD  Act  to  reim  and  eontimie  in  I6rce»  for  a  farther 
tine,  the  fint  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
farther  to  protect  the  eommeToe  and  seamen  of 
tbe  United  States,  against  the  Barbery  Powen." 

Be  U  enacted^  ^c,  That  so  much  of  the  act 
assed  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  one 
bousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  entitled  ''An 
et  farther  to  protect  the  commerce  and  seamen 
f  the  United  States,  against  the  Barbery  Pow- 
rs,"  as  is  contained  in  the  first  section  of  the  said 
et,  (and  which  was  re? ived  and  continued  in 
)rce,  for  the  time  therein  mentioned,  bjr  an  Act, 
Dtitled  ''An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force, 
)r  a  fnrther  time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  en- 
tled  'An  aet  further  to  protect  the  commerce 
od  seamen  of  the  United  States,  against  the 
larbary  Powers,'*  passed  the  tenth  day  of  Jaou- 
ry,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,)  be, 
sd  the  same  hereby  is  revived  and  continued  in 
)rce,  until  the  fourth  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
lod  eight  handred  and  eleven :  Providtdhowever^ 
'hat  the  additional  duty  laid  by  the  said  section, 
tail  be  collected  on  all  such  goods,  wares,  and 
lerchandise,  liable  to  pay  the  same,  as  shall  have 
»en  imported  previous  to  that  day. 
Approved,  January  12, 1810. 

n  Act  in  addition  to  the  **Act  to  regulate  the  laying 
out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the 
Sute  of  Msfyland,  to  the  State  of  Obio." 

Be  it  enacted^  4^.,  That,  in  addition  to  tbe  un* 

rpended  balance  of  the  sum  heretofore  appro* 

lated  for  theiayiog^out  and  making  a  road  from 

omberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the 

rate  of  Ohio,  the  sum  of  sixty  thousand  dollars 

and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  and  to 

expended  under  the  direction  of  the  President 

tbe  United  States,  in  making  said  road  between 

iimberland,  in   the   State  of  Maryland,  and 

rowDsvtlle,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  com- 

eocing  at  Cumberland ;  which  sum  of  sixty 

ousand  dollars,  shall  be  paid  out  of  tbe  fund 

served  for  laving  out  and  making  roads  to  the 

ate  of  OhiO;  by  virtue  of  the  seventh  section  of 

act,  passed  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  one 

ousaod  eight  hundred  and  two,  entitled  "An 

t  to  enable  the  people  of  the  eastern  division  of 


the  Territory  northwest  of  the  riTerOhio,  to  form 
a  conatttatton  and  State  Government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  tbe  original  States,  and  for 
other  purposes." 
Approved,  Piebmary  14, 1810. 


An  Act  to  prescribe  the  mode  in.  which  application 
shall  be  made  for  the  purchase  of  land  at  the  aeveral 
land  offices;  and  for  the  relief  of  Joab  Garrek 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c^  Thai,  from  and  after  the  flsat 
day  of  June  next,  every  person  making  applica- 
tion at  any  of  the  Land  offices  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  purchase  at  private  sale  of  a  tract  of  land, 
shall  prodnce  to  the  register  a  memorandum  in 
writing,  describing  the  tract  which  he  shall  enter, 
by  the  proper  number  of  the  section,  half  section, 
or  quarter,  (as  tbe  case  may  be,)  and  of  the  town- 
ship and  range,  subscribing  bis  name  thereto,  which 
memorandum  the  register  shall  file  and  preserve 
in  his  office. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enactedy  That  Joab 
Garret  shall  be  permitted  to  withdraw  his  entry, 
made  on  the  second  day  of  September,  one  thou- 
saqd  eight  hundred  ana  seven,  at  the  land  office 
at  Yincennes,  from  the  northwest  quarter  section 
number  two,  township  number  seven,  south  range 
number  seven  west ;  and  the  money  paid  by  him, 
on  the  said  entry,  shall  be  placed  to  his  credit,  on 
any  purchase  he  shall  or  may  have  made  of  pub- 
lic land  in  the  same  district. 

Approved,  February  24, 1810. 

An  A«t  fiirther  to  provide  for  the  refiigees  from  the 
British  provinoea  of  Canada  and  NoVa  8ootiai  and 
for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  emuOedj  ^c,  That  all  persons  ha  viae 
claims  under  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  nassel 
the  twenty-third  day  of  April,  one  thouaanosevea 
hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  the  thirteenth  of 
April,  one  thousand  aeven  handred  and  eighty- 
five,  aa  refufleea  from  the  British  provinces  of 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  shali  transmit  to  tha 
War  Office,  within  two  year*  after  the  passing  of 
this  act,  a  just  and  true  account  of  their  claims  to 
the  bottnty  of  Congress. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted.  That  no 
other  peraon  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  than  those  of  the  foU 
lowing  desoriptioas,  or  their  widows  and  heirs, 
viz:  First,  those  heads  of  families  and  single 
persons,  tnk  members  of  any  such  families,  who 
were  residents  in  one  of  tbe  provinces  aforesaid, 
prior  to  the  fourth  day  of  July,  one  thottsand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  and  who  abaa- 
doned,  their  settlements,  in  oonaeqoence  of  having 

fiven  aid  to  tbe  united  colonies  or  States,  in  the 
Levolutionary  war,  agatpst  Great  Britain,  or  with 
intention  to  give  such  aid,  and  continued  in  the 
United  States,  or  in  their  service  during  the  said 
war,  and  did  not  return  to  reside  in  tbe  domin- 
ions of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  prior  to  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  November,  one  thousand  sevea 
hundred  and  eighty  t|]ree.  Secondly,  The  wid- 
owa  and  heirs  of  all  such  persons  as  were  acta- 
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ally  resideots  as  aforesaid,  who  abandoned  their 

setilements  as  aforesaid,  and  died  wilhia  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  io  their  service  during  the  said  war; 
and  thirdly.  AH  persons  who  were  members  of 
families  at  the  time  of  their  coming  into  ihe  Uni- 
ted States,  and  who  daring  the  war  entered  into 
their  service. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
proof  of  the  several  circumstances  necessary  to 
entitle  the  applicants  to  the  benefits  of  this  act, 
may  betaken  oefore  a  judse  of  the  supreme  or  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States,  or  a  judge  of  the 
supreme  or  superior  court,  or  the  first  justice  or 
first  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  or  county 
court  of  any  State. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  at  the 
expiration  of  fifteen  months  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,.and  from  time  to  time  there- 
after, It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  for  the 
Department  of  War,  to  lay  such  eviaence  of 
claims  as  he  may  have  received,  before  the  Sec- 
retary and  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  and  with 
them  proceed  to  examine  the  testimony,  and  give 
their  judgment,  what  quantitv  of  land  ought  to 
be  allowed  to  the  individual  claimants, in  propor- 
tion to  the  degree  of  their  respective  services, 
sacrifices,  and  sufferings,  in  consequence  of  their 
attachment  to  the  cause  of  the  United  States; 
allowing  to  those  of  the  first  class  a  quantity  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  acres  and  to  the  last 
class  a  quantity  not  exceeding  one  hundred,  mak- 
ing such  intermediate  classes  as  the  resolutions 
.aforesaid  and  distributive  justice  may  in  their 
judgment  require,  and  make  report  thereof  to  Con- 
greis.  And  in  caee  any  soeh  claimant  shall  have 
sustained  such  losses  and  sufferings,  or  performed 
such  service  for  the  United  States,  that  he  can- 
not justly  be  classed  in  any  one  general  el  ass,  a 
separate  report  shall  be  made  of  his  eircumstances, 
together  with  the  quantity  of  land  that  ought  to 
be  allowed  him,  having  reference  to  the  foregoing 
ratio :  Provided,  That  in  considering  what  com- 
pensation ought  to  be  made  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
all  grants,  except  military  grants,  which  may 
have  been  made  by  the  United  Statei,  shall  i>e 
considered  at  the  just  value  thereof,  at  the  time 
the  same  were  made  respectively,  eitner  in  whole 
or  in  part,  as  the  case  may  be,  a  satisfaction  to 
those  who  may  have  received  the  same:  Pro* 
videdaUo,  That  no  claim  under  this  law  shall 
be  assignable,  until  after  report  made  to  Con- 
gress as  aforesaid,  and  until  the  said  lands  be 
granted  to  the  persona  entitled  to  the  benefi.t  of 
this  act. 

Sbc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all 
ekiras  in  virtue  of  said  resolutions  of  Congress, 
which  shall  not  be  exhibited  as  aforesaid,  with- 
in the  time  by  this  act  limited,  shall  forever 
thereafter  be  barred:  Provided,  That  no  pat- 
tent  shall  be  issued  to  any  person  who  may  here- 
after establish  his  claim  under  the  said  act.  until 
he  produce  satisfactory  evidence,  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  that  he  is  at  tiie  time  then  be- 
ing, a  resident  within  the  United  States. 

Approved,  February  24, 1810. 


Aa  Act  making  appropmtioiw  te  the  msfftaiti^ 
ernment  daring  the  year  one  tbooaead  eigtit  Lsa 
dred  and  ten. 

Be  it  enacted^  fc,  That,  for  the  expeoditutttf 
the  civil  list,  in  tbe  present  year,  iDclodiog  k 
contingent  expenses  of  the  several  depanmfii 
and  offices ;  for  the  compensation  of  the  serea 
loan  officers  and  their  clerks,  and  ior  boob  ti: 
stationery  for  the  same ;  for  the  payoeot  of  i^ 
nuities  and  grants;  for  the  support  of  tbe  M;:: 
Establishment;  for  the  expense  of  iotereoQ"? 
with  foreign  nations ;  for  the  support  of  lig^ 
houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers ;  for  <l^  i 
fraying  the  expenses  of  surveying  the  pobferl 
lands,  and  for  satisfying  certain  raiseellsaeK 
claims,  the  following  sums  be,  and  the  stm\ 
hereby  are  respectively  appropriated,  that  is  -^ 
say: 

For  compensation  mated  by  law  tQ  the  oee- 
hers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representaiire 
their  officers  and  attendants,  estimated  forasc- 
sion  of  four  months  and  a  half  eontinuaoR.  tvc 
hundred  and  one  thousand  four  hnodred  ik 
twenty-five  dollars: 

For  the  expense  of  fire  wood,  stationery,  pn'oi* 
ing,  and  all  other  contingent  expenses  of  t^tvo 
Houses  of  Congress,  thirty- four  thoocaad  <ltihn: 

t^QT  all  contingent  expenses  of  the  libnnei 
Congress,  and  ibf  the  Librarian's  allowtocc  foe 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  m- 
eight  hundred  dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  Preaideat  uA  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  thirty  tbooad 
dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  So:t 
clerks,  and  nersona  employed  in  that  departDeBi 
including  the  sum  of  one  thousand  fear  hoadrd 
and  seventy-eight  dollars  for  compensatioa  to ^ 
clerks,  in  addition  to  tlie  sum  allowed  bj  tk«Mt 
of  the  twenty-first  of  April,  one  thoasand  d^ 
hundred  and  six,  fourteen  thousand  and  tkif- 
eight  dollars : 

For  the  incidental  and  contingent  expesse^ol 
the  said  department,  one  thousand  three  koodrei 
and  fifty  dollars : 

For  printing  and  distributing  the  laws  of  w 
first  and  second  session  of  the  eleventh  Congress. 
and  printing  the  laws  in  newspapers,  six  ihob- 
sand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  io  b^ 
office,  including  the  sum  of  one  thoosaDd  doUr^ 
for  clerk  hire,  in  addition  to  the  som  allowed  br 
the  act  of  the  twenty-first  of  April,  one  thousats 
eight  hundred  and  six,  sixteen  thousaod  *«Tei; 
hundred  dollars: 

For  the  expense  of  translating  foreign  w^ 
guages,  allowance  to  the  person  employed  u 
transmitting  passports  and  sea-letters,  tad  i^ 
stationery  in  the  office  of  the  Secietary  of  us« 
Treasury,  one  thousand  dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  Comptroller  of  ^ 
Treasury  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  ^/* 
office,  including  the  sum  of  one  tbousaod  tn 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  doJIars  for  compefl^^^'^ 
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3  his  clerkt,  in  addition  tathe  som  allowed  hj 
be  act  of  toe  tweoty'-first  of  April,  one  thoosaod 
ighi  hundred  and  six.  foaneen  thoaaand  six 
tun d red  and  sixteen  dollars: 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  inci- 
lental  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Comptrol- 
er's  office,  eight  hundred  dollars:  ^ 

For  compensation  to  the  Aoditor  of  the  Trea- 
sury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
welve  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty'one 
lollars: 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  inci^ 
lental  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Auditor's 
:)ffice,  five  hundred  dollars : 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer,  clerks,  and 
persons  employed  in  bis  office,  six  ihoosand  two 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars  and  forty-five 
cents : 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing  and  inci- 
dental and  contingent  expenses  in  the  Treasu- 
rer's office,  three  hundred  dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Trea- 
sury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
sixteen  thousand  and  fifty- two  dollars  and  two 
cents : 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  and  door- 
keeper of  tne  Register's  office,  for  stamping  and 
arranging  the  ship  registers,  ninety  dollars: 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  all 
other  incidental  and  eontiugent  expenses  in  the 
Register's  office,  including  books  for  the  public 
stocks,  and  for  the  arrangement  of  the  marine 
records,  two  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars : 

For  luel  and  other  contingent  and  incidental 
expenses  of  the  Treasury  Department,  four  thou- 
sand dollars: 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  printing  and 
stating  the  public  accounts  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  nuadred  and  ten,  one  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars: 

For  the  purchase  of  books,  maps,  and  charts, 
for  the  use  of  the  Treasury  Department,  four 
hundred  dollars : 

For  compensation  to  a  superintendent  em- 
ployed to  secure  the  buildings  and  records  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  during  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eiffht  hundred  and  ten,  including  the  ex- 
pense of  two  watchmen,  the  repairs  of  two  fire 
engines,  buckets,  lanterns,  and  other  incidental 
and  contingent  expenses,  one  thousand  one  hun- 
dred dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Oom- 
missiooers  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  bis  office,  eleven 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars: 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing  and 
other  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  one  thousand  dollars : 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountaotof  the  War 
Department,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his 
office,  ten  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ten  dollars: 
For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Accountant  of  the  War  Department,  one  thou- 
sand dollars: 


Fot  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  Paymaster's  office,  three  thoosand  four  hun- 
dred dollars: 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  said  office,  two 
hundred  dollars : 

For  compensation  of  additional  clerks  in  the 
office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  trade, 
eight  hundred  dollars: 

For  eomnensation  to  the  Purveyor  of  Public 
Supplies,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his 
office,  and  for  expense  of  stationery,  store  rent, 
and  fuel  for  the  said  office,  four  thousand  six 
hundred  dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Na- 
vy, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten  dollars : 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  in  the  said  office,  two 
thousand  dollars : 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
Navy,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
ten  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars : 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Accountant  of  the  Navy,  one  thousand  dollars : 

For  compensation  to  the  Postmaster  Qeneral, 
Assistant  Postmaster  General,  clerks,  and  persons 
employed  in  the  Postmaster  Qeneral's  office,  in- 
cluding the  sum  of  one  thousand  five  hundred 
and  forty-five  dollars  ft>r  compensation  to  clerks, 
in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the 
twenty-first  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  six,  sixteen  thousand  dollars: 

For  expenseof  fuel,  candies,  house  rent  for  the 
messenger,  stationery,  chests,  dbc.,  pertaining  to 
the  Postmaster  General's  office,  two  thousand 
&ve  hundred  dollars : 

For  compensation  to  the  several  loan  officers, 
thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  aud  fifty  dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  elerks  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Loans,  and  for  allowances  to  certain 
loan  offices,  in  lieu  of  clerk  hire,  and  to  defray 
the  authorized  expense  of  the  several  loan  offices, 
fifteen  thousand  dollars : 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  €kneral 
and  his  clerks,  three  thousand  two  hundred  dol- 
lars: 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  of  the  lands 
south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  clerks  employed 
in  his  office,  and  for  stationery  and  other  contin- 
gencies, three  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  of  the  Mint : 

The  Director,  two  thousand  dollars: 

The  Treasurer,  one  thousand  two  hundred  dol* 
lars: 

The  Assayer,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars : 

The  Chief  Coiner,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars: 

The  Melter  and  Refiner,  one  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars: 

The  Engraver,  one  thousand  two  hundred  dol- 
lars: 

One  clerk  at  seven  hundred  dollars;  and  two 
clerks  at  five  hundred  dollars  each,  one  thousand 
dollars: 

For  wages  to  the  persons  employed  in  the  dif* 
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fercnt  branehea  of  ro«kiiig,  eoiDiDg,  €sr|)^ttr'Sj 
millwright^s,  and  smith's  work,  iDcladiog  the 
sum  of  one  tbousaDd  dollars  per  annttiii,  allowed 
to  an  assistant  coiner  and  oia-forger,  who  also 
oversees  the  ezecocion  of  the  iron  work,  and  of 
six  hundred  dollars  per  an  nam  allowed  to  an  as- 
gisiant  engraver,  eignt  thousand  dollars : 

For  repairs  of  furnaces,  cast  rollers  and  setews, 
timber,  bar-iron,  lead,  steel,  potash,  and  for  all 
other  contingencies  of  the  Mint,  two  thousand 
.seven  hundrMl  and  seventy-five  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges, 
and  Secretarv  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  tnir- 
teen  tbousana  dollars: 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  other  eon  tin- 
gent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Mississinpi  Territoryi  seven 
thonsand  eight  hundred  dollars: 

For  expense  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars : 

For  compensation  to  the  Gpvernor,  Judgee, 
and  Secretary  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  six  thou- 
sand six  hundred  dollars: 

For  expense  of  stationery^  office  rent,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  Gk)vernorj  Judges, 
«nd  Secretary  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  six 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars: 

For  expense  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  of  the  said  Territory,  three 
hundred  and  ufty  dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  Govemoff  Judges, 
and  Secretary  of  the  Louisiana  Territory,  six 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars: 

For  expense  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  of  the  said  Territory,  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges, 
and  Secretary  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  six  thou* 
sand  six  hundred  dollars : 

For  expense  of  statibnery,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hun* 
dred  and  fifty  dollars : 

For  the  discharge  of  such  demands  against  the 
United  States,  on  account  of  the  civil  depart- 
ment, not  otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall  nave 
been  admitted  in  a  due  course  of  settlement  at  the 
Treasury,  two  thousand  dollars: 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  in 
the  several  departments  of  State.  Treasury,  War, 
«nd  Navy,  and  of  the  General  Post  Office,  not 
exceeding  for  each  department  respectively,  fif* 
teen  per  cemum,  in  addition  to  the  sums  allowed 
by  the  act,  entitled  '^  An  act  to  regulate  and  fix 
the  compensation  of  clerks,  and  to  authorise  the 
laying  out  certain  public  roads,  and  for  other  pur- 
poises,"  thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  biitty- 
nine  dollars  and  thirty-two  cents: 

For  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  Chief 
Justice,  the  Associate  Judges  and  District  Judges 
of  the  United  States,  including  the  Chief  Justice 
Md  two  Associate  Judges  for  the  Distriei  of  Co- 


lumbia ;  to  the  Attorney  (3eiiefal,  and  to  de  Ki 
triet  Judge  of  the  Tenilory  of  Oiieans,  iftf-oa 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars: 

For  the  like  compensation  cranted  to  the » 
eral  District  Attorneys  of  the  United  Stales,  i^ 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars: 

For  compensations  granted  to  the  several  lb 
sbals  for  the  districts  of  Maine,  New  Hamptki 
Vermont,  New  Jersey,  North  Caroliaa,  Ka 
tucky,  Ohio,  iUist  and  West  Tenaessee,  ami  Or 
leans,  two  thousand  two  hundred  dollars: 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Saprrcfi 
Circuit,  and  District  Courts  of  the  United  Sua 
including  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  jural 
and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  funds  arising  (n^ 
fines,  forfeittRes,  and  penalties,  and  for  defnfU 
the  expHenses  of  prosecutions  for  ofieoees  a|aiii 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  safe-keepisf  i 
pri^'ooers,  forty  tboiisaod  dollars:  I 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions  gfit« 
by  the  late  Government/nine  hundred  aad  sor^ 
dollars : 

For  the  payment  of  the  annual  allowaoeea 
the  invalid  pensioners  of  the  United  Stales^  froai 
the  fifth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hasdrti 
and  ten,  to  the  fourth  of  March,  ooe  tkasimi 
eiffht  hundred  and  eleven,  ninety-eight  thoeasd 
dcHlars: 

For  the  maintenance  and  aupporl  of  h^i- 
houses,  beacons  buoys  and  public  piers,  stak^ 
ages  of  channels,  bars,  and  shoab,  and  ceiuii 
eontingent  expenses,  sixty-eight  iboossad  o3< 
hundred  and  thirty-one  doUars  and  foareesa: 

For  erecting  a  light-house  on  8l  SinuDi 
island,  in  (Georgia, and  plneinff  a  buoy  or  taopcs 
or  near  the  liar  of  St.  Simon's,  being  the  batasee 
of  former  appropriations  carried  to  the  svfb 
fund,  nine  thousand  and  fifty  dollara: 

For  erecting  a  beacon  and  placing  baon  nu 
the  CD  trance  of  Savannah  river,  being  an  expesic 
incurred  under  the  act  of  the  sixteeotli  dif  d 
July,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  (a  (<»r* 
mer  appropriation  for  the  same  object  ivm 
been  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  serplos  faii) 
two  thousand  foiir  hiuidred  and  ninetj-foor  dd* 
lars  and  etghty-nlne  cents: 

For  erecting  light-bouses  at  the  mootb  of  tte 
Mississippi  river,  and  at  or  near  the  pitch  of  Cap< 
Lookout,  in  North  Carolina,  being  thetmoaaio^ 
an  addittooal  appropriation  carried  to  the  sgr- 
plus  fund,  fifty-five  thousand  dollars: 

For  building  a  light-house  at  Naoshawo  i^ti. 
near  Tarpaulin  Cove,  in  Massachusetts,  bei^  > 
balance  of  former  appropriation  carried  to  tbe 
surplus  fimd,  two  thousand  four  hundred  asi 
seventy-five  doUars : 

For  rebuilding  tbe  light-house  on  North  IsUi^ 
at  the  entrance  of  Winyaw  bsy,  ia  South  Caro- 
lina, being  the  amountof  appropriatioo  carn«^ 
to  the  surplus  fund,  twenty  thousand  dollars: 

For  fixing  buoys  and  slakes  in  aad  alooe  ^ 
channel  in  Winyaw  bay,  leading  to  the  baHNV 
of  Geoii^etown,  South  Carolina,  being  the aoowi 
of  appropriation  carried  to  the  surplus  fnoicse 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars : 

For  erecting  a  light-house  on  Poiat  JM^ 
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thode  Iclaod,  io  addkioo  to  \ke  afpropriftiioft 
cretofore  made  for  that  purpose,  two  aiukilred 
oilars: 

For  defraying  tbe  etxpease  of  tartejiog  the 
uUic  laods  wimto  the  seTeral  Terr itoricsB  of  Iha 
Joited  Siatet,  thirty  thousand  dollars: 

For  repaying  the  Baak  of  the  United  8tetes,a 
am  advaoeed  uy  the  late  collector  of  New  Or- 
MDs,  to  enable  him  to  pay  drawbaelos,  one  hiin- 
Ired  thousand  dollars : 

For  expeasea  of  iateBcoaree  with  foreign  mh 
ions,  forty-aino  thousand  four  hundred  dollars: 

For  the  eoatingtot  expeoses  of  intercouna 
riih  foreign  Ba>tioo|H  fifty  thousand  dollars : 

For  exnenaea  of  interooune  with  .iha  Badrbary 
i^owers,  nfiy  tiMtisand  dollars: 

For  tbe  eofttiniient  expenses  of  kitereoufaa 
irith  the  Baibary  Fowerf,  fifty  thousand  dollars : 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  diairened 
\merican  seatneo,  including  the  sum  of  twenty 
hoasand  doUufu  to  reiaabtfrse  tbe  baufcers  of  the 
-Joited  Statea  in  I^ndoa^  and  others,  sums  hera^ 
ofore  tdFunoed  by  iham  for  this  objeat)  timity- 
Ire  thousand  dollars: 

For  exDCttses  of  proseouting  slaima  and  ap- 
mIs  in  toe  eanrts  of  Great  Britain^  in  relation 
0  csptnres  of  Anerioan  Yossdit,  and  defending 
uioses  ebewhere,  six  thousand  dollars : 

To  enable  tbe  accojnitiog  offieara  of  the  Traa- 
tnrv  formally  to  pass  the  aceoonts  of  Timothy 
PicKering,  late  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
State,  the  scrm  of  seventy-eight  thousand  five 
lundred  and  eighty-three  dollars  and  eleven  cents, 
iKiogr  the  amount  of  former  appropriations  of 
noDeys  received  and  expended  hj  nim  in  that 
^c^rtment,  by  tbe  appticatfon  of  snrplusses  in 
some  articles  and  appropriations  to  others  in 
which  the  appropriations  were  deficient : 

For  tbe  dfseharge of  sueb  miscellaneous  claims 
igainst  the  United  States  not  otherwise  provided 
for,  as  shaU  hare  been  udaiitted  in  due  course  of 
lettlement  at  the  Treasury,  four  thousaofd  dollars. 

Skc.  2.  Ami  be  i$  foriher  etuxcted,  That  the 
wreral  appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall 
be  paid  and  discharged  out  of  the  fund  of  six 
bmidred  thousand  dollars,  reserved  by  an  act 
making  provision  for  the  debt  of  tbfe  United 
States,  and  out  of  an^  moneys  in  tbe  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  February  88, 1816. 


For  medioiacey  instrtti&ant%  and  boepital  stoiasy 
sixteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  veswls,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thottsand  doUars. 

For  freight,  store  rent,  eoouaissioss  to  ageutiL 
and  other  aootittgenc  expenses,  seventy  thoMM 
dollars. 

For  pay  and  subsialaiKe  of  the  nsarine  corps, 
including  provisioos  for  those  on  shore  and  forage 
for  the  ssa4  oaa  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
one  hundred  and  twenty  dtdlars  and  forty  cents. 

For  elolhing  for  the  same,  thircy-eigbt  tbeo* 
sandthdree  hu&dred  aad  ninety-four  dollars  and 


.Aa  Ad  ttiakiay  sypropdatioaa  for  the  sappsvt  of  the 
;  Ntfy  of  the  UnUed  States,  ibr  tiie  year  one  tbea* 
,  Mnd  eight  hundred  and  ton. 

'  Be  U  enadedy  ^c,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy  of  the  Uaived  flNates,  fov  tbe 
year  one  thousand  eiffht  huu^rM  and  ten,  the 
foibwing  sums  be  and  the  saune  are  ^raby  te- 
tpeettvely  appropriated,  tbal  is  to  say : 

For  the  pay  and  subsiseeoae  of  the  oflkerB,and 
P*y  of  the  seament  seven  hundred  and  eigbteen 
thoQsaad  one  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars. 

B'or  provisions,  three  htuidred  and  fifty-three 
thoasaad  six  hundred  and  ten  dollars  and  eighty- 
foor  cents. 


seventy 

For  military  stares  for  the  same,  om  thousand 
three  hnndred  and  aiaHy*aight  dollais  and  seven- 
ty-five eents. 

Formedteinca,  medioal  services,  hospital  stores, 
and  all  other  expeaaes  oa  aeeount  of  the  sieh  be- 
longing to  the  marine  corns, two  thousand  dollars. 

For  quartermasters'  ana  barrackmasters'  stores^ 
officers'  travelling  expenses,  armorers'  and  car- 
penters'bills,  fuel,  preiUitttus  for  enlisting,  musH 
cal  instruments,  bounty  to  music,  and  other  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  marine  corps,  fiAeen 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  navy  yards,  comprising 
dock  and  other  improvements,  pay  of  superhk* 
teudeutv,  siore-keepers.  clerks,  and  laborers,  sev- 
enty*ive  Uiousand  dollars. 

F<*  ovdaance  and  small  arms,  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars. 

Sao.  8.  And  bi  ii  Jurthsr  mmcted,  That  the 
several  soma  speeifieally  appropriated  by  this  act, 
shall  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  2, 1810. 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
MiliUry  Cstabliahment  of  the  United , States,  ibr  tbe 
year  one  thousand  eigbt  hundred  and  ten. 

BtUaiactedy  ^  That  for  defraying  tbe  eat* 
peases  of  the  Military  Bstabltshment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  year  one  the«saod  eigltt  hu»- 
dvcd  and  tea^  for  the  Indian  departaieuiy  and  for 
the  expense  of  foitifiealioiis,  aiuenak,  magaaines, 
and  ar oumea,  the  foUowinganma  be  and  the  same 
hereby  are  respectively  appropriatad,  that  is  to 

sav  • 

For  tha  pay  of  Ihe  Army  of  tlie  United  Gfttaass, 
eight  ^aaideed  aad  six4y*iune  thousand  nine  hmo^ 
dred  aad  siatf-eigbt  dollam. 

For  foiage,  sixty-foor  tbeusaml  sis  bnadrad 
aad  twenty-four  doUara. 

For  subsistence,  six  Imadred  aad  eioiity-ive 
thouMtnd  five  hundred  and  tbirtf- twodiulars  aad 

fire  cents. 

Far  etotbing,  two  hundred  aad  ninety-three 
thousand  eigkt  bandredand  four  dollars. 

For  bouniies  and  premkms,  tbirty  tbousand 
doilarSk 

For  the  nedkaland  hospital  departments,  fit^y 
thousand  diillar». 

For  camp  equipaffe,  fuel,  tools,  and  transpoita* 
tiooi  two  bnaidfett  and  seventy  tbauaand  doUaia» 
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For  ordnance,  two  haadred  thoiuand  dollars. 

For  fortificatioos,  araeoaU,  maffazinea,  and 
armories,  includiog  two  tbouaaod  doUars  for  aach 
a  number  of  additional  military  atore-keepera  aa 
may  be  required,  two  hundred  and  eighty-three 
thousand  fire  hundred  and  aeventy-four  dollara 
and  seventy-five  cents. 

For  pnrohaaing  maps,  pla&a,  booka,  and  inatru- 
ments,  two  thousand  five  hundred  doUara. 

For  eontingeneiea,  fiftv  thouaaad  dollars. 

For  the  salary  of  clerks  eiaployed  in  the  mtlt* 
tary  agents'  offieea,  aad  the  office  of  inapector  of 
the  army,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  Indian  department,  one  hundred  and 
forty-^iz  thousand  six  hundred  dollan. 

Sec.  2.  And  \>t  ii  JuHktr  enacted^  That  the 
several  sums  apecifically  appropriated  by  thia 
act,  ahall  be  paid  out  of  any  moneya  in  the 
Treaaury  not  otherwise  appropiriated. 

Approved,  March  2, 1810. 


An  Act  for  the  appointment  of  an  additional  Judge, 
and  extending  the  right  of  suffrage  to  the  citixens  of 
Madison  coanty,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c,  That  the  eitizena  of  Madi- 
son county,  in  the  Misaiasippi  Territory,  qualified 
according  to  law,  be  and  they  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  elect  one  repreaentative  to  the  Gkneral 
Assembly  of  said  Territory,  and  also  (a  role  for 
one  Delegate  from  said  Territory,  to  the  Con* 
gress  of  the  United  States,  which  electioA  ahall 
be  held  at  the  aame  time  and  in  the  aane  manner 
aa  ia  or  may  be  provided  by  law  for  the  electiona 
in  the  aeveral  couotiea  of  said  Territory. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai  an  ad- 
ditional judge  shall  be  appointed  lor  the  Miaais- 
aijppi  Territory,  who  shall  reside  in  aaid  county 
of  Madison,  and  have  the  aame  compensation 
which  is  by  law  allowed  to  the  other  judges  of 
aaid  Territory,  and  shall  possess  and  exercise  the 
same  powers  and  jurisdiction  within  aaid  county 
which  are  poaaeaaed  and  exerciaed  in  the  ooaiKy 
of  Washington,  in  aaid  Territory,  by  the  judge 
appointed  by  virtue  of  an  act,  entitled  <' An  ae« 
for  the  appoiatmeut  of  an  additioaal  judge  for 
the  Miaaiaaippi  Territory  aad  for  other  puripneea," 
paaaed  the  tweoty*«eventh  of  March,  one  thou- 
aand  eight  hundred  and  four. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  all 
final  jttdgmenu  and  decraes,  rendered  ia  the  au- 
nerior  eouru  of  aaid  eoontiea  of  Waahiagtonand 
Madison,  may  be  re-examined  and  reveratd  or 
affirmed,  by  the  superior  court  of  Adaan  coaaty 
in  aaid  Territory^,  upon  a  writ  of  error  iaaued 
from  aaid  superior  court;  which  aaid  superior 
court  ia  hereby  empowered,  upoa  the  reveraal  of 
ftoy  judgment  or  decree  of  aaid  couru  of  Waah^ 
iagton  and  Madison  countiea,  to  render  auch 
judgment  aa  the  court  from  whence  the  cauae 
may  have  been  reaioTod  ought  to  have  ren- 
dered ;  except  where  a  jury  may  be  requiatte  to 
try  iaauea  or  aaaess  damages.  In  which  caaee  the 
cauae  ahall  be  remanded  to  the  court  where  it 
originaied ;  there  to  he  proceeded  in.  And  said 
auperior  court  of  Adama^oaaiy,  whaa  aittiag  on 


the  trial  of  any  cause  remored  as  aforeaid,ai! 
be  composed  of  not  teas  than  two  judges. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  itfiirther  enactea^  Tfaatt^s 
LfCffislatore  g(  said  Territory  shall  hire  poiv: 
aod  is  hereby  authorized,  to  establish  a  svpej 
court  in  each  county,  which  baa  been  or  mp 
formed  wtihin  the  boooda  which  eomposr  is 
former  district  or  county  of  Washio^on,  to  ^ 
holden  bf  the  judge  who  holda  the  superior  cor 
of  Washington  county  in  said  Territory,  w:pn 
courts  and  the  courts  of  Madison  eoaatrtol' 
hoMea  at  auch  timea  and  alaces  as  said  L^ 
tare  may  direct.  And  all  final  judgmefitsas: 
decrees  to  be  rendered  by  any  soperior  conn  s 
eatabiiabed,  may  he  re-examined  and  reversed  a: 
affirmed  in  the  manner  preaeribed  hj  the  tkid 
section  of  thia  act,  and  the  eonditioDs  oa  nxi 
ady  writ  of  error  shall  k^  obtained,  aad  ailotir 
proeeedings  relative  thereto,  may  be  regolim 
oy  aaid  Legialature. 

Seo.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enadedj  T)»i « 
much  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  t> 
pointaietit  of  an  additional  judge  for  the  Mts4 
sippi  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,'*  pi)»i 
the  (weaty-aeventh  day  of  March,  oae  thfwui 
eijght  hundred  aad  four,  ae  comes  withio  tie  pB^ 
view  of  thia  act,  be  and  the  same  is  beteb?  re- 
pealed. 

Approved,  March  2, 1610. 


An  Act  for  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  Ditfki 

Court  in  Ohio. 

Be  it  enactedj  ^c,  That  the  sessions  of  1» 
district  court  for  the  district  of  Ohio,  bf  Uvtp- 
pointed  to  be  holden  at  Chilicothe,  io  thesi^ 
district,  on  the  first  Mondays  ia  FebnurfjIdH 
and  October,  shall  hereafter  be  holden  at  C^- 
cothe  on  the  second  Aiondays  of  September  its 
January  annually. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  Tbiiin 
all  writs,  process,  and  recognisances,  wbiciifiif 
have  been  made  returnable,  and  all  saitSjCiB^ 
process,  and  proceedings,  which  may  bare  b«i 
continued  to  the  first  Monday  of  Joos  ne^V^ 
be  aod  hereby  are  made  returnable  aod  eosiifliKB 
over  to  the  session  of  aaid  couit  which  shall  lit 
holden  on  the  second  Monday  of  September  sexit 
and  shall  be  as  valid  and  proceeded  oa  io  tkj 
same  manner,  at  said  September  session  of  ^^ 
court,  as  if  such  writs,  process,  recogoisiac^ 
suits,  causes,  and  proceedings,  had  been  ot^^ 
ally  made  retuf  uaUe  to,  aad  ccatiniHd  to  sd 
September  aeasioa  of  said  court. 

Approved,  March  26^  1010. 

Aa  Act  providing  is>r  the  thiid  Cea«i|0rflBaB6nt>" 
of  the  inhahitants  of  the  United  States. 

Be  U  eaacfed,  fe.,  That  the  Mardiab  of  t:; 
several  districts  of  the  United  States  aod  of  ^ 
Diatrict  of  Columbia,  aad  the  Seeretaries  of  tt^ 
Miaaiaaippi  Territory,  of  the  Indiana  Territ«f« 
the  Michigaa  Territory,  of  the  UUaois  Temto? 
of  the  Louiaiaoa  Territory,  and  of  the  Ori^ 
Territory,  reflectively,  ahaU  be  and  ^^^ 
hereby  authorized  and  required,  uoder  tfaHiiff- 
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ioo  of  the  Ssc^tarjr  of  Siate,  «Dd  aeoordisg  co< 
iQcb  insuuctioos  as  be  shall  give  pursuaac  to  this 
ict,  to  cause  the  Qomber  of  the  inhabitaats  within 
heir  respectiire  Districts  and  Territories  to  be 
akeo,  omitting  ia  sueh  eaumeration  Indiaas  not 
axed,  and  distiogui/ihiag  free  persoas,  iacludtog 
hose  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  iVom 
ill  others ;  distiaguisbing  also  the  sexes  and  colors 
)f  free  persons,  and  the  free  males  ttoder  tea  years 
)f  a^e ;  and  those  of  tea  y^arsand  ander  sixteen ; 
those  of  sixteen  and  under  twenty-six  $  those  of 
tweoiy-six  aad  under  forty-five ;  those  of  fortv- 
ive  and  upwards.  And  distinffnishing  free  fc« 
malea  under  ten  years  of  age ;  tbose  of  ten  yean 
aDd  under  sixteen ;  those  of  sixteen  and  under 
twenty-six ;  those  of  twenty-six  and  ander  forty* 
fi?e  \  those  of  forty-five  aad  upwards  For  eflfeet- 
io^  of  which,  the  marshaU  and  secreteries  afore-' 
laid  shall  have  power,  aad  hereby  a  re  respectively 
authorized  and  required,  to  appoint  one  or  more 
assistants  in  each  county  and  city,  in  their  respee* 
tive  districts  and  Territories,  residents  of  tlie 
county  and  city  for  which  they  shall  be  a{H 
pointed,  and  shall  aasign  a  certain  division  «f  his 
district  or  Territory  to  each  assistant,  which  di- 
vision shall  not  consist  of  more  than  one  conoty 
or  citv,  but  may  consist  of  one  or  more  towns, 
townships,  wards,  huadreds,  or  partshes,  plainly 
aad  distinctly  boooded  by  water-conrses,  moon* 
uins,  and  public  roads,  or  other  monuments.  And 
the  said  enumeration  shall  be  made  by  an  actnal 
inquiry  at  every  dwelling  house,  or  of  the  head 
of  every  family  within*  eneh  distriei,  and  not 
otherwise*  The  marshals  or  secretaries,  as  the 
case  may  be,  and  their  assistants,  shall  respec- 
tively uke  an  oath  or  affirmation,  before  some 
jodge  or  justice  of  the  peace  resident  within  their 
respective  districts  or  Territories,  previons  to 
their  entering  on  the  duties  by  tins  act  required. 
The  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  marshal  or  secre- 
tary shall  be  as  follows:  "I,  A  B,  marshal  of  the 

district  of ^  (or  secreUry  of  the  Territory  of 

— -,  as  the  case  may  be,)  do  solemnly  swear,  or 
•ffiro,  that  I  will  well  aad  truly  cause  to  be  made 
a  jost  and  perfect  enumeration  and  deaeriptioii  of 
all  persons  resident  within  my  district  or  Terri* 
tory,and  return  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of 
^(ate,  agreeably  to  the  direetioas  of  an  act  of 
Congress,  entitled  'An  act  providing  for  the  third 
ceosos  or  enameration  of  the  iohabitanu  of  the 
Pnited  States^'  according  to  the  best  of  toy  abil- 
^|y*],  The  oath  or  affirmation :  of  aa  assistant 
shall  be:  ''  I,  A  B,  do  sokmaly  swear  (or  affirm) 
that  I  will  make  a  just  aad  perfeet  eonraeration 
and  description  oC  all  fiersons  resident  within  the 
aiviBioB  assigned  to  aae  for  that  purpose,  by  the 

marshal  of ^  (or  the  secretary  of  the  Terri- 

tory  of ^  as  the  case  may  be,)  and  make  due 

return  thereof  to  the  said  nwmhai  (or  aeotatary) 
agreeably  to  the  directions  of  an  act  of  Congress, 
SDUtled  'An  act  providing  for  the  third  censos  or 
eoameration  of  the  inhabitaats  of  the  United 
»taies,'  according  to  the  best  of  my  abtlittes." 
ibe  eaumemtion  shall  commeace  dn  the  first 
Monday  of  August  next,  and  shaU  close  within 
nme  calendar  months  thereafter.    The  several 


assistants  shall,  within  the  said  nine  months, 
transmit  to  the  marshals  or  seeretanes>  by  whom 
they  shall  he  respectively  appointed,  accurate  re- 
tarns  of  all  persons,  except  Indians  not  taxed, 
within  their  respestive  divisions;  whi6h  returns 
shall  be  auLde  la  a  schedule  distinguishiag  in 
each  couaty,  city,  town,  township,  hundred,  ward, 
or  parish,  the  several  families,  by  the  names  of 
their  master,  mistreas^  steward,  overseer^  or  othct 
principal  person  therein,  in  thtf  naaimer  following^ 
that  is  to  say :  The  number  of  persons  within  my 
division,  consisting  of  — -^,  appears  in  a  schedule 
hereto  annexed,  subscribed  by  me  this  —  day 
of  --^^  A  B,  assistaat  to  the  marshal  of  — -*— ,  or 
secretary  of  — . 

StMtule  of  the  tDkole  number  of  penons  'mthin 
the  division  allotted  to  A  B. 


Nsme  of  the  county,  psriah,  townshq»,  town, 
or  city,  where  the  fsmi^  reside* 


I  Names  of  heads  of  laraily. 


I  Free  white  males  under  ten  years  of  age. 


I  Free  white  males  of  ten,  and  under  sixteen. 


Free  wnite  males  of  sixteen,  and  under  twenty- 
six,  including  heads  of  families. 


Free  white  males  of  twenty-six,  and  under 
forty-five,  including  heads  of  fiunilies. 


Free  white  males  of  forty-five  and  upwards, 
including  heads  of  families. 


I  Free  white  females  under  ten  yetos  of  age. 


IPree  white  females  of  ten  years,  and  under 

si^cteen.- 


^m^^^^  I  ,  1 1  ■      ■   ■  —^  ■   ■  ■  ■     I  ■     ■  iW        -»      -     I      ■■     11  ■  -  ■  ■  ■  —    ■- 

Free  white  females  of  sixteen,  and  under 
tweniy-eiz,  including  heads  eif  femilies. 


Free  white  females  of  twenty-six,  and  under 
fefty-five,  ineluding  heads  of  families. 


Free  white  females  of  forty-five  and  upwards, 
inclndJDg  heads  of  famiHes. 

All  other  free  persons,  except  Indians  not 

taxed. 


I  Slaves. 


8io.  2.  And  be  UJuHher  enacted^  That  every 
assismt  failing  or  neglecting  to  make  a  projper. 
return,  makiag  a  fabe  return  of  the  enumeration 
to  the  marshal,  or  the  secretary,  fastke  ease  may 
be,)  within  the  time  limited  by  tais  act^  shall  for* 
feit  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars. 

Sac.  3*  And  be  U  further  macUd^  That  the 
marshals  and  aeoreuriesahall  file  the  several  re^ 
turas  aforesaid,  and  also  an  attested  copy  of  the 
aggregate  amount  hereinafter  directed  to  be  trans* 
mitted  by  them  respectively  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  with  the  clerks  of  their  respective  districts, 
or  superior  courts,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  who  are 
hereby  directed  to  receive  and  carefully  preserve 
the  same.  And  the  marshals  and  seeretaries,  re- 
spectively, shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven, 
transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  aggregate 
amooat  of  each  description  of  pessons  within 
their  respective  districts  or  Territaries.  And  eve* 
ry  marshal  or  secretary  failing  to  file  the  retnma 
of  his  assistant,  or  any  of  them,  with  the  clerks 
of  their  respective  courts  as  aforesaid,  or  Aiiling 
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to  NCnro  tke  aggregate  amomit  of  weh  dcterip- 
tioD  of  penons  to  their  ttspeetirt  dUtriets  or 
Territories,  u  required  by  thie  set,  end  as  the 
some  sbaU  appear  from  said  retorna  to  the  See* 
nrtwjr  of  State,  within  the  time  limited  bf  this 
•ttt,  Mall  for  every  such  offeree,  forfeil  rhe  sum 
of  eif  bt  hundred  dolkan ;  all  wbieh  forfehares 
shall  be  reeoverable  in  the  ooorts  of  the  districts 
or  Territories  where  the  said  offences  shall  be 
oonamittedy  or  ia  the  aireuit  eourts  to  be  'held 
whhio  tbe  sane,  by  aetioo  of  debt,  informatioa 
or  iadiotment ;  the  one-half  thereof  to  the  use 
of  tbe  UoiOed  States,  and  the  other  half  to  the 
informer;  hot  when  the  proseeotioo  shall  be 
first  institated  on  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
the  whole  shall  accrue  to  their  use.  And  for 
the  more  effectoal  discovery  of  such  offeDces, 
the  judges  of  the  several  district  courts  in  the 
several  distnets,  and  of  the  Supreme  Coorls  in 
the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  as  aforemid, 
at  their  next  sessions,  to  be  heid  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  time  allowed  for  mafcioff  the  returns 
ai  the  enumeration  hereby  directed  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  shall  give  this  act  in  charge  to 
the  grand  juries  in  their  respective  courts,  and 
shall  cause  the  returns  of  the  several  assistants 
and  tbe  said  attested  copy  of  the  a^grmte 
amount  aforesaid  to  be  laid  before  theoTfor  their 
iBspeetion* 

Sbo.  4.  And  be  it  Jkriher  enacted^  That  every 
amistant  shall  receive  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar 
for  every  hundred  persona  |yr  him  returned, 
where  such  persons  reside  in  the  country ;  and 
white  B^eh  peisoiia  reside  ia  a  eity  or  town, 
contaioing  aiore  than  three  tboasand  persons, 
such  assisunt  shall  reoeive  at  the  rate  of  oaie  dol- 
lar for  every  three  hundred  petaoas}  hut  where, 
from  the  disj;ieraed  situation  of  the  iahabitantsL 
ia  some  divisions,  oae  dollar  for  every  hundred 
persons  shall  be  insufficient,  the  marshals  or  sec- 
retaries, with  the  approbation  of  the  judges  of 
their  respective  districts  or  Territories,  may  nuike 
each  further  allowaaoe  to  the  assisUnto  la  soeh 
dtvisioDs  aa  shdU  be  deaiaed  aa  adeqaata  eaa- 
paaaatioa ;  provided  the  same  does  aot  caraead 
one  dollar  and  twenty^ve  oenta  for  every  Msf 
paiaoBs  by  tham  retttraed«  The  seveial  aiarshals 
aad  secretaries  shall  receive  as  follows)  The 
marshal  of  the  distriot  of  Maive,  two  hundred 
and  fifty  doUan  |  the  marshil  of  Bba  district  of 
New  Haamhtre,  two  htmdred  and  fifty  dollars} 
tha  marshal  of  the  district  of  Massachtieett%  thaaa 
handled  doUata;  the  marshal  of  the  distriot  df 
Ehode  Island,  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  tbe 
marshal  of  the  district  of  Cooaecticat,  two  hao^ 
drad  dollars;  the  raamhal  of  tbe  district  of  Yer* 
moat,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  the  mamhal 
of  tbe  district  of  New  York,  foar  handred  dol- 
lars ;  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  New  Jersey, 
two  hundred  dollars;  the  marshal  of  the  district 
of  Peaasylvaoia,  four  hundved  datlam ;  the  mar- 
shal of  the  district  of  Delaware,  one  hundred 
doUai*  1  4he  marshal  of  the  district  of  Maryftand, 
three  hundred  dollars ;  the  marshal^of  the  district 
of  VirgtMa,five  huadeed  doHars;  the  marshal  of 
the  diatriot  of  Keatnoky,  theee  htiadred  dollars ; 


t4e  aaishal  of  die  district  of  North  Ctraliii, 
three  haadred  and  fiftv  dollars;  themanbilofiW 
distriet  of  Sooth  Carolina,  three  hoadred  doBtn: 
the  aaarshal  of  the  District  of  Colombii,  jl^t 
dollars;  the  aiakshal  lor  the  district  of  Geortt 
three  huadred  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  tbediMns 
of  Bast  Tennessee,  oae  hundred  and  fifty  ^ 
lara ;  tbe  marshal  of  tbe  district  of  West  TenMs- 
see,  one  haadred  aad  lAy  dollars ;  the  msrsb 
of  the  4lislnac  of  Ohio,  two  haadred  dtdlan ;  tke 
seerataiT  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  two  bii> 
drrd  dollars :  the  seereiary  of  Indiana  Temtorr 
one  hmidred  doUaiv ;  ^e  seeretary  of  the  MtcSh 
gaa  Territory,  one  hundred  dollars;  tbe  secretin 
of  the  IHinoia  Territory,  one  hundred  dottars ;  ^ 
secretary  of  tbe  Territory  of  Orieans,  oae  hosM 
and  fifty  doUaia ;  the  secretary  of  the  Territory  of 
Loaiskaa,  one  handred  dollars. 

Sac  6.  Andbeit  fmikereimaid,Thgi9Hn 
peffsoo  whose  innal  piaee  of  abode  shall  be  is  ur 
family  on  the  aforesaid  first  Monday  of  Asfvt 
next,  shall  be  returned,  as  of  saeh  faaiilj;  ai^ 
the  name  of  every  person  who  shall  be  aa  iskab- 
itant  of  laay  diatriot  or  Tertiiory,  without  sieiiM 
place  of  residence,  shaO  be  loscsrted  in  the  coIobi 
of  the  schedule  which  isallotted  for  the  M»«' 
families,  in  tha«  division  where  be  or  sheikiil 
be,  on  tbe  said  first  Moadav  of  Aagast  doi; 
and  every  peraoa  oeoasionally  absent  at  tlw  nae 
of  ^aumerataaa,  m  beloaging  to  that  pisce  n 
which  ho  or  she  asoally  resides  ia  the  Uuud 
Statca. 

SjBdLfii.  Andbeiifmikir  enocteei,  Tbttncl 
aad  every  free  person  more  thaa  sixteen  yetntf 
age,  whether  beads  of  families  or  aot,  beloogt^ 
to  any  faaaily  withta  any  division,  districl  or 
Territory,  made  or  eotablished  within  the  Uottt^ 
StatesL  shall  be  and  hereby  is  obliged  to  mkt 
to  auea  assistant  of  the  division,  if  reqotreii 
true  aeoouot,  to  the  best  of  his  or  her  kaowMtt 
of  all  and  every  pertotf  beloaging  to  soeb  fsatlf 
reepeotively,  acooriittg  to  the  several descripiiw 
aforesaid,  od  pain  of  forfeiting  twentv  dollsrs,n 
be  stied  for  nod  recovered  ia  action  of  <Kbi,  by  Neb 
assialaat.  the  one^balf  for  his  own  use,  sod  (be 
other  haif  for  the  use  of  the  United  Statn. 

Saa  7.  Amlb^  it  fiaiker mactBd^  Tbstettk 
atid  every  assisiaat,  previous  to  makiag  bisraisn 
to  the  aMrshalorseoretary,  (as  the  ease  mtybej 
shall  oaate  a  oarrect  eopy,  signed  by  himself.oi 
the  schedule  caatmtatag  the  aumbar  of  iobibi* 
taota  withia  his  division,  to  be  set  apat  two  of  tbe 
most  pnblio  plaaes  withia  the  same,  there  to  n- 
raaio  for  the  iaspeetioo  of  all  eoneeraed ;  for 
each  of  which  copies  the  said  assistaat  ^^^ 
eotiiled  to  reoeive  t#o  dollars,  p#ovidtd  proww 
the  achednle  haviag  been  ao  set  up  and  soferM 
to  remain,  shall  be  transmkted  to  tbe  marshil 
or  eaDietarf,  (as  the  ease  naay  be,)  widi  tbe  rt- 
turn  of  the  auiaber  of  petaons ;  and  ia  ease  toy 
assistant  sbtll  foil  to  make  sooh  proof  to  the  oar- 
shal  or  secretary,  aa  aforesaid,  he  shall  forfeit  ike 
compensatioo  by  this  act  allowed  him. 

Sac.  S.  And  be  it  Jwriker  enaded,  Tbsi  ihe 
Seeretary  of  State  shall  be  aad  hereby  is  sutbof' 
iaad  moA  required  to  transmit  to  the  manbibd 
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le  several  States,  and  to  the  Mcretariea  aforesaid, 
•gulatioDs  aad  iostraetions  pursuant  to  this  act, 
ir  carrying  the  same  into  effeet,  and  also  the 
frms  contaiDed  tbereio  of  the  schedule  to  be  re- 
irned,  aod  proper  interrogatories  to  be  admin- 
tered  hy  the  se?eral  persons  to  be  employed 
lereio. 

Sec.  9.  ^nd  be  it  further  enucted^  That  in 
ise  there  shall  be  do  secretary  in  either  of  the 
territories  of  the  United  States,  thd  duties  di- 
eted by  this  act  to  be  performed  by  the  secre- 
iry  may  be  performed  by  the  Qovernor  of  such 
Vrritory,  who  shall  receive  the  same  cotnpnsa- 
ion  to  which  the  secretary  would  be  entitled  for 
tie  performance  of  said  dtttita,  and  be  sabject  to 
18  same  penalties.  ' 

Approved,  March  26,  ^810. 


n  Act  to  prevent  the  issuing  of  Sea-Letters  except  to 

certain  vessels. 

Beit  enacted,  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the  thir- 
eth  of  June  next,  no  sea-letter  or  other  document 
ertifyiog  or  proving  any  ship  or  vessel  to  be  the 
roperty  of  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
itates,  shall  be  issued  except  to  ships  or  vessels 
uly  registered,  or  enrolled  and  licensed  as  ships 
r  vessels  of  the  United  Slates,  or  to  vessels  which 
ttbat  time  shall  be  wholly  owned  by  citizens  of 
ie  United  States,  and  furnished  with  or  eiititled 
)  sea-letters  or  other  custom-house  documents^ 
oylawor  laws  heretofore  passed  to  the  contrary 
otwitbstanding:  Provided  neverthelees,  That 
0  sea4etter  shall  be  issued  to  any  vessel  which 
lall  not  at  this  time  be  furnished  or  entitled 
)  a  lea-letter,  unless  such  vessel  shall  return 
)some  port  or  place  in  the  United  States  or  Ter- 
itories  thereof  on  or  before  the  said  thirtieth  day 
r  June  next:  Provided  neverthelest,  That  no 
!a-letter  or  other  document,  certifying  or  prov- 
ig  any  ship  or  vessel  to  be  the  property  of  aciti- 
en  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  is- 
iied  to  any  vessel  now  abroad,  which  shall  not 
t  this  time  be  furnished  or  entitled  to  a  sea-let- 
!r,  unless  such  vessel  shall  arrive  at  some  port  or 
lace  in  the  United  Stales  or  Territories  thereof, 
Q  or  before  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  June  next; 
nd  provided  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
e  coQstraed  to  operate  against  any  such  vessel 
r  vessels  that  now  are,  or  may  be,  prior  to  the 
lid  thirtieth  of  June,  detained  abroad  by  the  au- 
jority  of  any  foreign  Power. 

Approved,  March  26, 1810. 

iU  Act  making  an  appreprisftioii  for  the  purpose  of 
trying  the  practical  use  of  the  Torpedo  or  sab>m»- 
rine  explosion. 

Be  it  enactedy  fc,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
▼e  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
ppropriated,  payable  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  defray 
lie  expense  which  shall  be  incurred  in  any  actual 
xperiments,  when  the  President  of  the  United 
dates  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  cause  such  ex- 
eciments  to  be  made,  which  shall  be  made  an- 
er  the  immediate  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
1  Ub  CoK.  2d  Sess.— 80 


the  Navy,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  with 
precision  how  far  the  torpedo  or  sub-martne  ex- 
plosions may  be  usefully  employed  as  engines  of 
war,  who  is  hereby  directed  to  report  to  Congress 
the  resalt  of  the  experiment  with  his  opinion 
thereon. 
Approved,  March  30, 1810. 

An  Act  to  make  pubUc  a  road  in  Washington  county, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  road  heretofore 
opened  by  the  consent  of  the  owners  of  the  land 
over  which  the  same  passed,  from  the  line  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  through  the  land  of  Joha 
Masters  and  John  L.  Naylor,  to  the  lower  bridge 
over  the  Eastern  Branch  of  Potomac  river,  shall 
be,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  public  highway ; 
and  shall  be  kept  in  repair,  as  other  public  roads 
in  Washington  county,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, are  kept  in  repair. 

Sec.  2,  And  be  itjurther  enacted^  That  three 
commissioners,  to  be  mutually  appointed  by  the 
Levy  Court  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  the  proprietors  of  the 
land  over  which  the  said  road  does  or  may  pass 
or  be  laid  out,  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed 
commissioners,  and  they,  or  a  majority  of  them| 
are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  review 
the  said  road,  and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed and  laid  out,  not  exceeding  thirty  feet  in 
width,  and  to  cause  a  plot  to  be  made  thereof,  and 
return  the  same,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  to 
the  clerk  of  Washington  county,  to  be  by  him 
recorded  among  the  land  records  of  said  county. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  ascer- 
tain and  value  the  damage  which  any  person, 
through  whose  land  the  said  road  passes,  may 
sustain,  by  making  the  said  road  a  public  high- 
way, and  shall  return  to  the  Levy  Court  of  Wash- 
ington county  a  certificate  of  such  valuation,  the 
amovrat  of  which  shall  be  levied  by  said  cdurt  on 
the  assessable  property  of  said  county  and  the  City 
.  of  Washington,  and  paid  over  to  the  person  or 
persons  entitled  to  receive  the  same. 

Approved,  March  30, 1810. 

An  Act  to  alter  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
providing  for  the  third  census  or  enumeration  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States,"  passed  the  twenty- 
sixth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ten. 

Beit  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  enumeration  men- 
tioned in  the  first  section  of  the  act  hereby  amend- 
ed, shall  close  within  five  months  from  the  first 
Monday  in  August  next,  and  the  assistants  shall 
make  their  returns  to  the  marshals  and  secretaries 
within  the  said  five  months, anything  in  the  said 
act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Approved,  April  12,  1810. 

An  Act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making  oeitaia 
turnpike  roads  in  the  District  of  Colombia. 

Be  it  enacted  ^Cy  That  Daniel  Carrol,  of  Dud- 
diflgtoa,  Qeofge  W.  P.  Custia,  Thomas  Fenwick, 
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Jobo  Tayloe,  Samuel  Harrison  Smith.  DaDiel 
Brent,  Daniel  Rapine,  Frederick  May,  Elias  B. 
Galdwelli  William  Brent,  James  D.  Barry,  and 
John  Law,  be,  and  tbey  are  hereby  appointed  and 
constituted  a  board  of  commissioners,  a  majority 
of  whom  to  constitute  a  quorum,  with  full  power 
to  receive  and  enter  in  such  book  or  books,  as 
tbey  may  deem  proper,  by  themselves  or  by  their 
agents,  subscriptions  for  raising  a  capital  stock 
of  sixty  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each,  for  the  purpose  of  opening,  gravel* 
ling,  and  improving  the  following  roads  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  wit :  One  road  from  the 
boundary  line  of  the  City  of  Washington,  to  the 
boundary  line  of  the  Disirict  of  Columbia,  in  the 
most  direct  and  practicable  route  from  the  Capi- 
tol to  Baltimore.  One  road  from  the  boundary 
line  of  the  City  of  Washington,  to  the  boundar^ 
line  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  the  most  di- 
rect and  practicable  route  from  the  Capitol  to 
Montgomery  court-house;  and  one  road  from  the 
western  extremity  of  the  causeway  leading  from 
Alexander's  island  to  the  boundary  line  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  in  the  most  direct  and  prac* 
ticable  route  towards  the  Little  river  turnpike 
road,  in  the  State  of  Virginia.  The  times,  places, 
and  manner  of  receiving  and  entering  subscrip- 
tions, and  (he  manner  of  authenticating  powers 
of  attorney,  or  other  ijostrumeots  of  writing  au- 
thorizing subscriptions  to  be  made  by  any  person 
or  persons  in  the  name  of  any  other  person  or  per- 
sons, to  be  ascertained  by  said  board  of  commis- 
sioners, and  duly  advertised  in  sueh  gazettes  or 
public  prints  as  they  may  deem  expedient :  Pro- 
vided^ That  no  subscription  shall  be  received, 
unless  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  be  first  paid  into  the 
hands  of  such  agent  or  other  person  as  said  com-' 
missioners  may  authorize  to  receive  it. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  when 
any  number  of  persons  shall  have  sabscribed  one 
hundred  and  fifty  shares  or  more  of  the  said  stock, 
the  said  commissioners,  or  a  m^ority  of  them, 
may,  and.  when  the  whole  number  of  shares  afore- 
said  shall  be  subscribed,  shall  give  notice  in  some 
newspaper,  printed  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
of  a  time  and  place  to  be  appointed  for  the  sub- 
acribers  to  j>roceed  to  organize  the  said  corpora- 
tion, at  which  time  and  place  the  said  subscribers, 
by  a  majority  of  votes,  to  be  delivered  by  ballots 
in  person,  or  by  proxy  duly  authorized,  shall  elect 
one  president  and  four  directors,  to  conduct  the 
business  of  said  company  for  one  year,  and  until 
other  such  officers  shall  be  chosen  in  their  place; 

*il^  ^^^^  ^^  *°y  subsequent  le;gal  meeting  of 
stockholders,  may  make  such  rules,  orders,  and 
regulations,  not  inconsistent  with  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  United  States,  as  shall  be 
necessary  for  the  well  being  of  the  affairs  of  said 
company :  Provided  always^  That  no  stockholder 
ahall,  in  person  or  by  proxy,  have  more  than 
twenty-five  votes  at  any  election,  or  in  determin- 
ing any  question  arising  at  such  meeting,  what- 
ever number  of  shares  he  or  i^he  may  hold:  and 
each  stockholder,  in  person  or  by  proxy,  shall  be 
entiUed  to  one  vote  for  every  share  by  him  or  her 
Md,aot  exceeding  said  number;  and  all  petaoaa 


who  may  then  be,  or  thereafter  may  brcoisf.:^ 
actual  holders  or  proprietors  of  shares  in  ibeai 
capital  stock,  either  as  sub^ribers  for  the  as* 
or  as  the  legal  representatives,  soccessorvoc^ 
sigoees,  of  such  subscribers,  snail  becoiae  w 
body  politic  and  corporate,  in  deed  and  inlav.b 
the  name  and  style  of  the  ^*  President,  Direcun 
and  Company  of  the  Columbia  TiirapilK  Roidff 
and  by  the  said  name  shall  have  perpetaat  s» 
cession,  and  all  the  privileges  incident  to  a  ca 
poration^  and  shall  be  capable  of  ukiagsod  hoU^ 
ing  their  said  capital  stock,  and  the  iocrftxta 
profits  thereof,  and  of  enlarging  the  same  bf  net 
subscriptions,  if  such  enlargement  shall  be  fosK 
necessary  to  fulfil  the  intent  of  this  aet,iQd  oi 
purchasing,  taking,  and  holding,  to  them  sod  (!)<& 
successors  and  assigns,  in  fee  simple,  or  for  aj 
lesser  estate,  all  such  lands,  tenements,  heredia- 
ments,  and  estate,  real  and  jiersonal,  as  sbill  be 
necessary  or  useful  to  them  in  the  proseeotioa .' 
their  works,  and  of  suing  and  being  sned^of  bl^ 
ing  a  common  seal,  the  same  breaking  and  attfrta^ 
at  pleasure, and  ofdoingalland  every  other  miUf 
and  thing,  concerning  ine  subject  a  foresaid,  vks 
a  corporation  or  body  politic  may  lawfoUrdo. 

Sec.  3.  And  be Ufuriher  enacted^  Ihnikini 
company  shall  meet  on  the  first  MoodariaJuo- 
ary,  in  every  year,  at  adch  place  as  shall  be  uei 
by  their  by-laws,  for  the  purpose  of  chooKti 
such  officers  as  aforesaid  for  the  eosoio^  j eir.  ii 
manner  aforesaid,  and  at  such  other  times  as  (liff 
shall  be  summoned  by  the  president  and  dimton 
aforesaid,  at  which  annual  or  special  roeeii&r 
they  shall  have  full  power  and  aotboriipo  d« 
and  perform  any  act  by  law  allowed,  aod  perttio- 
ing  to  the  affairs  of  said  company;  aod  tbe  prfs** 
dent  and  directors  for  the  time  beiD^,bbin  yi 
their  offices  until  other?  shall  be  appointed  iat&f*^ 
places ;  and  the  said  corporation  shall  vi  ^ 
deemed  to  be  dissolved,  by  reason  of  aof  de/ect 
of  officers,  but  if  it  should  happen  tbat  (bm 
should  be  n.o  president  or  directors  competr&t  t^ 
call  a  meeting  of  stockholders,  the  same  out  ^ 
called  by  anv  stockholder,  for  the  purpose  of  elect- 
ing such  oflfcers,  giving  thirty  days' ootiee  of  tbe 
time  and  place  of  such  meeting,  bradrfmi^ 
ment.  in  a  newspaper  printed  in  ine  Cltj  o. 
Washington. 

Sec.  I.  And  be  U  further  enadefL  Tbat  ilie 
president  and  directors  shall  procure  prioied  ce[; 
tificates  for  all  the  shares  of  said  stock,  tod  s^i^ 
deliver  one  such  certificate,  signed  bjtbepre^ 
dent,  to  each  person,  for  every  share  by  bio  ^' 
her  subscribed  and  held,  which  certificate sbill  v 
traasferrable,  at  his  or  her  pleasare,  is  perwa^ 
by  attorney,  in  the  presence  of  the  presidav 
clerk,  or  treasurer,  of  said  compaoy,  who  sw 
witness  the  same,  subject  however  to  all  payiptt'- 
dueor  to  grow  due  thereupon:  and  thea$$ifv( 
holding  any  such  certificate,  bavin;  eansed  \^ 
assignment  to  be  entered  in  a  book  of  theeoo|*B' 
to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  shall  be  a  member'' 
aaid  company,  and  for  every  certificate  bf  k« 
held  ahall  be  entitled  to  one  share  in  the  cipii^ 
stock  and  estate  of  said  campanr ;  and  if  >■) 
atorkbolder,  after  thirty  days'  poblic  wMt  n' 
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levspaper  priDted  in  the  Citv  of  WashiDgron,  of 
be  time  aod  place  appointed  for  the  payment  of 
Dy  portion  or  dividend  of  the  sum  prescribed  in 
aid  stock,  shall  neglect  to  pay  the  same  for  the 
pace  of  thirty  days  after  the  time  so  appointed, 
he  shtre  or  shares  on  which  sach  delinquency 
las  taken  place  may  be  sold  at  public  auction, 
Dd  transferred  by  them  to  any  person  or  persons, 
villing  to'purchase  for  such  price  as  can  be  ob- 
ained ;  or  in  case  any  proprietor  shall  fail  to  pav 
Df  instalment  which  shall  be  duly  assessed, 
Dch  instalment,  or  any  part  thereof  that  shall  re- 
oaia  deficient  or  unpaid,  may  be  recovered  of 
be  person  or  persons,  so  failing  to  pay.  by  war- 
aot  from  a  justice  of  the  peace,  if  the  amount 
ball  not  exceed  twenty  dollars,  and  if  the  sum 
0  due  shall  exceed  twenty  dollars,  the  same  may 
« recovered  by  motioOf  in  the  oama  of  the  said 
oiDpauy,  or  ten  days'  notice,  in  any  court  of  re- 
ord  in  the  county  or  district  where  the  debtor 
uy  be  found ;  or  by  action  at  law  ia  the  usual 
curse  of  judicial  proceedings,  at  the  option  of 
aid  presideatand  directors;  and  in  all  such  war- 
ants,  motions,  or  actions,  the  certificate  of  the 
lerk  or  recording  officer  of  the  said  company 
bail  be  conclusive  evidence  of  the  defendant's 
leiog  a  member  of  the  con^pany,and  prima  facie 
videoce  of  the  amount  due  on  the  share  or 
bares  held  by  such  defendant. 

Sec.  5.  Arid  be  it  further  enacted;  That  the 
aid  president  and  directors  shall  meet  at  such 
imes  and  places  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  for  trans- 
ctJDg  their  business;  at  which  meetings  any 
hree  members  shall  form  a  quorum,  who,  in  the 
bseDce  of  the  president,  may  choose  a  chairman, 
nd  shall  keep  minutes  of  all  their  transactions, 
airly  entered  ia  a  book;  and  a  quorum  being 
net,  they  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to 
ppoint  a  treasurer  and  all  other  ofiicers  oecessarv 
>r  convenient,  and  agree  with  and  appoint  all 
ucb  surveyors,  intendants,  artists,  or  other  agents, 
n  they  shall  judge  necessary  to  carry  op  the  in- 
eoded  works,  and  to  fix  their  salaries,  wages,  or 
ompensation ;  to  direct  and  order  the  times, 
Qanoer  and  proportions,  when,  and  in  which  the 
tockholders  shall  pay  moneys  due  on  their  re- 
pective  shares;  to  draw  orders  on  the  treasurer 
brail  moneys  due  from  the  said  company,  and 
[enerally  to  do  and  transact  all  such  other  mat- 
ers aod  thiuffs  as  by  the  by-laws,  rules,  and 
eguUtions  of  said  company,  shall  be  required 
permitted. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  upon 
pplicatioo  gf  the  said  president  ana  directors  of 
Qe  said  con^pany  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  Dis- 
rict  of  Columbia,  or  to  the  judges  thereof  out  of 
ourt,  the  said  court  or  the  judges,  ur  any  (wo  of 
^^  judges  thereof  out  of  court,  shall  appoint  three 
ommissioners,  not  interested  in  any  or  the  lands 
hroogh  which  either  of  the  said  roads  may  be 
aid  out,  nor  interested  in  the  stock  of  the  com- 
ttoy  hereby  created,  nor  in  the  stock  of  any  other 
uropike  company,  who  shall  each  receive  from 
ue  said  president,  directors,  and  company,  two 
lollars  for  every  day  they  shali^  respectively,  be 
iciaally  necessarily  employed  la  or  about  the 


affairs  of  the  said  company.  And  each  of  the 
said  commissioners,  before  he  proceeds  to  act  aa 
such,  shall  take  ond  subscribe  an  oath  or  solemn 
affirmation,  in  the  presence  of  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  ^  That  he  will  well,  faithfully,  and  impar* 
tially,  according  to  the  be^t  of  bis  skill  aod  judg- 
ment, and  without  unnecessary  delay,  execute 
and  perform  all  the  duties  required  of  him  as  a 
commissioner,  under  the  sixth  section  of  the  act 
of  Congress,  entitled  *'An  act  to  incorporate  a 
company  for  making  certain  turnpike  roads  in 
the  Di^rict  of  Columbia;"  which  oaths  or  affir* 
mations,  so  subscribed  and  certified  by  the  justice 
in  whose  presence  they  shall  be  severally  taken 
and  subscribed,  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  said  circuit  court,  and  enrolled  among 
the  land  records  of  the  county  ol  Washington. 
And  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them, 
being  qualified  as  aforesaid,  shall,  upon  the  re* 
quest  of  the  said  president  and  directors^  cause  to 
be  surveyed,  laid  oot,  ascertained,  described,  and 
marked,  by  certain  metes  and  bounds,  each  of  the 
aforesaid  turnpike  roads  described  in  the  first  sec- 
tion of  this  act,  not  less  than  sixty  six  feet  in 
breadth,  in  such  routes,  tracts,  or  courses  for  the 
same,  respectively,  as  in  the  best  of  their  judg- 
ment will  combine  shortness  of  distance  wltti  the 
most  convenient  ground,  and  the  smallest  expense 
of  moneys  and  for  this  purpose  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  them,  and  such  agents,  assistants^  aervanu,  or 
attendants  as  they  may  think  proper  to  employ, 
to  enter  upon  any  of  the  lands  through  or  near 
which  the  said  roads,  or  either  of  them,  may  be 
laid  out;  having  first  given  twenty  days  ouijlic 
notice,  in  some  newspaper  printed  in  the  dity  of 
Washington,  of  the  time  and  place  of  their  en- 
tering on  the  said  business  of  surveying  and  lay- 
ing out  each  road  respectively.  And  if  any  pro- 
prietor of  any  part  of  the  lands,  through  which 
either  of  the  said  roads  may  be  laid  out,  shall  re- 
quire compensation  for  so  much  of  his  or  her  said 
lands  as  may  be  occupied  by  the  said  roads,  or 
either  of  them,  or  shall  claim  damages  for  or  on 
account  of  the  opening  or  laying  out  the  said 
roads,  or  either  of  thein,  throush  bis  or  her  land, 
and  if  the  said  president  and  directors  cannot 
agree  with  such  proprietor  respecting  the  same, 
then  the  said  commissioners,  at  the  request  ot 
either  party,  shall  appoint  a  day  and  place  to  hear 
and  decide  upon  such  claim,  and  the  amount  of 
compensation  and  damages  which  such  proprietor 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  said  presi- 
dent, directors,  and  company  therefor;  first  giving 
twenty  days'  notice  to  the  adverse  party,  his  or 
her  agent  or  attorney  in  fact,  or  other  legal  repre- 
sentative, if  either  shall  be  within  the  District  of 
Columbia ;  and  if  the  party  so  notified  shall  fail 
to  attend,  or  if  the  party  shall  be  an  infant  under 
age,  non  compot  mentiSjfeme  covertet  or  absent 
out  of  the  District  of  Uolumbia,  and  have  no 
known  agent,  or  other  legal  representative  there- 
id,  then  the  said  commissioners  may  proceed  ear 
parte  to  hear  and  decide  the  same ;  and  the  award 
of  them,  or  any  two  of  them,  made  in  writing, 
signed  by  them,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  by  them 
be  retarned  to  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  said 
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eoQrt  for  the  county  of  Washiogton,  within  tea 
days  after  such  hearing ;  and  a  copv  thereof  shall, 
within  ten  days  after  such  return,  be  served  upon 
sach  of  the  parties  as  are  resident  in  the  District 
of  Columbia;  and  if  such  award  be  not,  at  the 
session  of  the  said  circuit  court,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  next  after  such  return  of  the  said 
award  to  the  clerk's  office,  set  aside  on  account  of 
fraud  or  partiality  in  the  said  cotnnoissioners,  the 
same  ssball  be  final  and  conclusive  between  the 
parties,  and  shall  be  recorded  by  the  said  clerk ; 
and  the  sum  so  awarded  being  paid  to  the  said 
clerk  for  the  use  of  the  person  entitled  to  receive 
the  same,  the  said  land  mentioned  and  described 
in  the  said  award  shall  and  may  be  taken  and 
occupied  as  a  turnpike  road  and  public  highway 
fbrever.  And  the  said  commissioners,  upon  com- 
pleting the  said  survey  of  the  said  roads,  or  either 
of  them,  shall  return  a  plat  and  certificate  of  such 
sorvev  to  the  said  clerk;  and  the  same  being  ac- 
cepted by  the  said  court,  shall  be  recorded  by  the 
said  clerk,  and  thereupon  the  road  so  laid  out 
shall  be  taken,  used,  and  occupied  as  a  turnpike 
road  and  public  highway  forever;  and  the  said 
president,  directors,  and  company  may  thereupon 
proceed  to  enter  upon  the  same,  and  shall  cause 
at  least  twenty-four  feet  in  breadth,  throughout 
the  whole  length  thereof,  to  be  made  an  artificial 
road,  of  stone,  gravel,  or  other  hard  substance,  of 
sufficient  depth  or  thickness  to  secure  a  solid  and 
firm  road,  with  a  surface  as  smooth  as  the  mate- 
rials will  admit,  and  so  nearly  level,  that  it  shall 
in  no  case  rise  6r  fall  more  than  an  angle  of  four 
degrees  with  a  horizontal  line ;  and  the  said  road 
aihall  thereafter  be  kept  in  good  and  perfect  repair ; 
and  wheresoever  upon  the  said  roads. any  bridge 
'shall  be  deemed  necessary,  the  same  shall  be  built 
of  sound  and  suitable  materials.  And  in  case 
either  of  the  said  commissioners  should  die,  or 
refuse  to  act,  or  become  Incapacitated,  or  should 
be  removed  by  the  court  for  misconduct,  the  said 
court  mav  appoint  another  in  his  place;  and 
when,  in  the  opinion  of  the  said  president  and 
directors,  either  of  the  said  roads  shall  be  com- 
pleted to  the  extent  of  twenty-four  feet  in  breadth, 
the  same  shall  be  examined  oy  the  said  commis- 
sioners,  or  any  two  of  them ;  and  if,  in  the  opinion 
of  them,  or  any  two  of  them,  the  said  road  should 
have  been  completed  to  the  extent  of  at  least 
twenty-four  feet  in  breadth,  according  to  the 
meaning  of  this  act,  they  shall  certify  the  same 
to  the  said  circuit  court,  or  the  judges  thereof  out 
of  court;  and  their  certificate  being'  accepted  by 
the  said  court,  or  any  two  judges  thereof,  and  re- 
corded, the  said  president  and  directors  shall  and 
may  thereafter  erect  and  fix  such  and  so  many 
gates  and  turnpikes,  not  exceeding  two,  upon  and 
across  each  of  the  said  roads,  as  shall  be  neces- 
sary and  sufficient  to  collect  the  tolls  hereinafter 
granted  to  the  said  company ;  and  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  them  to  appoint  such  and  so  many 
toll-gatherers  as  they  shall  deem  necessary  to  col- 
lect and  receive  of  and  from  all  and  every  person 
amd  persons  using  the  said  road  or  roads,  the  tolls 
and  rates  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  to  stop  any 
person  or  persons  riding,  leading,  or  driving  any 


horses,  mules,  cattle,  hogs,  sheep,  salkj,  zhk, 
chaise,  phaeton,  chariot,  coach,  cart,  wagoD.sieit 
sled,  or  any  carriage  of  burden  or  pleasor«  im 
passing  through  the  said  gates  until  the  said  tah 
shall  l^  paid,  that  is  to  say:  For  the  whole  h 
tance  in  length  of  the  whole  of  the  said  roai 
and  so  in  proportion,  as  near  as  may  be,  for  i:r 
less  distance  within  the  District  of  Colaok 
viz.,  for  every  score  of  sheep,  twenty  ceots;  fx 
every  score  of  hogs,  twenty  cents;  for  erery  scm 
of  cattle,  forty  cents;  and  so  in  proportioD  form 
greater  or  less  number;  for  ev^ry  horse  or  um 
with  a  rider,  twelve  and  an  half  ceots;  forer^ 
staee  and  wagon  and  two  horses,  tbirtveeou; for 
either  carriage  last  mentioned  with  loar  horsK 
forty  cents;  for  every  led  or  driven  hori«  c 
mule,  six  cents;  for  every  sulky,  chair, chaise, or 
carriage  of  pleasure  with  two  wheels  and  m 
horse,  twenty  cents;  for  every  coach,  chaHot, 
coachee,  phston,  or  chaise,  with  four  wheels ui 
two  horses,  thirty-seven  and  an  half  cents;  for 
any  of  the  said  carriages  last  mentiooed.  vi'i 
four  horses,  fifty  cents;  for  every  other  carriif 
of  pleasure,  under  whatever  name  it  maf  ^iiSe 
like  sums,  according  to  the  number  of  wtieelsaa^ 
horses,  in  proportion  aforesaid;  foreverfslfJor 
sleigh  used  as  a  carriage  of  pleasure,  twelre  lod 
an  half  cents  for  each  horse  drawing  the  saw; 
for  every  sled  or  sleigh  used  as  a  carriagre  of  nr- 
den,  eight  cents  for  each  horse  drawing  the  as?; 
for  every  cart  or  wagon,  whose  wheels  do  a<jt 
exceed  four  inches  in  breadth,  twelve  and  id  liiif 
cents  for  each  horse  drawing  the  same  ,*  for  erfry 
cart  or  wagon,  whose  wheels  shall  exceed  u 
breadth  four  inches,  and  not  exceed  sereo  ioeiies, 
six  cents  for  every  horse  drawing  the  same;  fst 
every  cart  or  wagon,  the  breadth  of  whose  wM»* 
shall  be  more  than  seven  inches,  and  bo(  isffi 
than  ten  inches,  five  cents  for  every  hor«  drav- 
ing  the  same ;  for  every  cart  or  wagon,  the  breidik 
of  whose  wheels  shall  be  more  than  tea  is*^^ 
and  not  exceed  twelve  inches,  fonr cents  for e^en^ 
horse  drawing  the  same.    And  that  all  socltca^ 
riages  as  aforesaid,  to  be  drawn  by  oxea  in  t^ 
whole,  or  partly  by  oxen,  or  to  be  diawn  by  idbJb 
in  Vhole  or  part,  two  oxen  shall  be  estimated » 
equal  to  one  horse,  in  charging  all  the  iforesan 
tolls,  and  every  mule  as  equal  td  one  horse,  m 
it  shall  he  also  the  duty  of  the  said  commissiooer^ 
after  hearing  all  parties,  to  decide  and  ivara 
what  proportion  of  the  cost  afready  incurred  fi 
making  the  causeway  from  AlexaDoerVi^iso^lf 
the  main  land,  and  of  th^  road  fh>m  the  a^i 
causewav  to  ine  west  end  of  the  WashiD?tt« 
bridge,  shM  be  paid  by  the  president  directo?^ 
and  company  of  the  Columbia  tarnpike  roads,  w 
the  president  and  directors  of  the  Washmgios 
and  Alexandria  Turnpike  Company; and  al«o,B 
what  proportion  the  former  company  sha"  ^^ 
tribute  and  pay  towards  the  ftiturc  repairs  im 
improvements  of  the  said  causeway  and  roril 
and  the  award  of  the  said  commissioners,  or  «b| 
two  of  them,  so  made,  shall  be  returned  to  'J' 
office  of  the  clerk  of  the  said  court  for  the  wflojr 
of  Washington ;  and,  being  accented  by  i^t  «' 
court,  and  recorded,  shall  be  final  and cooclfl^^' 
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Sec.  7.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  Thai,  ia  all 
ases  where  stone,  gravel,  earth,  or  saad,  $hall  be 
ecessary  for  making  ur  repairing  either  of  the 
aid  roaa.s,  and  the  said  president,  directors,  and 
oDipaoy,  of  the  Columbia  turnpike  roads,  can- 
lot  agree  for  the  same  with  the  owner  thereof 
ben,  by  application  by  the  said  president  and 
irectors,  or  any  person  authorized  by  them,  to 
ny  one  of  the  judges  of  the  said  circuit  court, 
e  may,  if  he  see  cause,  by  warrant  under  his 
and  and  seal,  command  the  marshal  of  the  said 
istrict  to  summon  a  jury  of  thirteen  disinterested 
ersons,  qualified  to  serve  as  petit  jurors  in  the 
Bid  circuit  court,  to  meet  at  the  place  where 
uch  materials  may  be,  on  &ome  day,  not  more 
ban  ten  days  after,  the  date  of  such  warrant,  and 
0  give  the  other  party  five  days  notice  of  the 
aid  time  and  place,  if  such  party  be  found  with- 
n  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  if  any  oi  the 
aid  jurors  should  &il  to  attend  at  the  said  time 
j)d  place,  the  marshal  may  immediately  sumiaof^ 
alesmen  in  the  place  of  those  who  are  absent, 
od  shall  administer  an  oath  to  the  said  jurors 
nd  talesmen,  as  the  case  may  be,  justly  and  im- 
lartialjy  to  value  the  said  materials,  and  to  as- 
ess  the  damage  which  the  owner  thereof  shall 
ustain  by  the  taking  thereof  by  the  said  presi- 
leot,  directors,  and  company,  of  the  Columbia 
umpike  roads  j  which  valuation  and  assessment 
if  damages  m^de  by  the  said  jurors,  or  a  major- 
ty  of  tbem,  shall  be  signed  by  the  said  marahal 
iDd  the  jurors,  or  so  iiiany  of  them  as  shall  agree 
hereto,  and .  be  returned  by  the  marshal  to  the 
aid  clerk  of  the  said  court  for  the  cotintv  of 
n^ashington,  to  be  by  him  recorded,  and  shall  be 
iOQclusive  between  the  parties ;  and  a  copy  there- 
of shall  be  delivered  to  each  of  the  parties,  who 
nay  be  resident  in  the  District,  and  the  aum  so 
iwarded  and  assessed  being  paid  to  the  said  clerk 
)f  the  said  court,  for  the  use  of  the  party  enti- 
led thereto,  the  said  president  and  directors  may 
)roceed  to  take  and  carry  avay  the  said  ma^e- 
ials  so  valued  for  the  purposes  aforesaid.  And 
he  said  president,  directors,  and  company,  shall 
l>ay  the  said  marshal  five  dollars  for  his  service 
n  summoning  and  impannelling  the  said  jury, 
md  taking  and  returning  the  aaid  inquest,  and 
wo  dollars  to  each  of  the  jurors  so  sworn. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacifd^  That,  for 
he  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  weight  that  loay 
)e  drawn  along  the  said  road,  in  any  cart,  wagon, 
)r  other  carriage  of  burden,  itshall  and  may  belaw- 
lulfor  the  said  president,  manager8,aad  company, 
io  erect  and  establish  scales  and  weights  at  or 
Clear  such  and  so  many  of  tl^e  gates  erected,  or  to 
be  erected,  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  as  they  may 
think  proper;  and  where  there  m^y  seemreasoa- 
ahle  cause  to  suspect  that  any. cart,  wagon,  or 
Dther  carriage  of  burden,  carries  a  greater  weight 
than  is  or  shall  be  by  law  allowable,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  toll-gatherers,  or  other  persons  in 
iheir  service  or  employipent^  to  prevent  the  same 
from  passing  such  gate  or  turnpike,  until  such 


art,  wagon,  or  carriage  of  hurden,  shall  be  drawn 
into  the  fixed  or  erected  scales  ator  near  aay  such 
;ateor  turnpikfyand  the  weight  or  burden  dr^vik 


therein  ascertained  by  weighing :  and  if  the  per*- 
son  or.  persons  driving,  or  navmg  care  or  charge 
of  any  such  cart,  wagon,  or  other  carriage  of 
burden,  shall  refuse  to  drive  the  same  into  anj 
such  scales  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  the  person 
or  persons  so  refusing  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the 
said  president,  managers,  and  company,  any  sum 
not  less  than  five  dollars,  nor  more  than  eight 
dollars,  to  be  recovered  in  the  manner  hereinaf- 
ter mentioned. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
wagon,  or  other  carriage  with  four  wheels,  the 
breadth  of  whose  wheels  shall  not  be  four  inches, 
shall  be  drawn  along  the  said  road  with  a  greater 
weight  thereon  than  three  tons ;  that  no  such  car- 
riage, the  breadth  of  whose  wheels  shall  not  be 
seven  inches,  or  being  ifiz  inches  or  more  shall  roll 
at  least  ten  inches,  shall  be  drawn  along  the  said 
roads  with  more  than  five  tons ;  that  no  such  car- 
riage, the  breadth  of  whose  wheels  shall  not  be 
ten  inches  or  more,  or  being  less  shall  not  roll  at 
least  twelve  inches,  shall  be  drawn  along  the  said 
road,  with  more  than  eight  tons;  that  no  oart  or 
other  carriage  with  two  wheels,  the  same  breadth 
of  wheels  as  the  wagons  aforesaid,  shall  be  drawn 
along  the  said  road  with  ynore  than  half  the  bnr- 
den  or  weight  aforesaid ;  and  if  any  cart,  wagon, 
or  carriage  of  burden,  whatsoever,  shall  be  drawn 
along  the  said,  road,  with  a  greater  weight  tbnn 
is  hereby  allowed,  the  owner  or  owners  of  sneh 
carriage,  if  the  excess  of  burden  shall  be  three 
hundred  weight  or  upwards,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
four  times  the  customary  toils  for  the  use  of  the 
com  pan  y :  Provided,  ohvagB,  That  it  shall  nnd 
may  be  lawful  for  the  said  company,  by  their  by* 
laws,  to  alter  any  or  all  the  regulations  herein 
contained  respecting  the  burdens  or  carriages  io 
be  drawn  over  the  said  road,  and  to  substitute 
other  regoUiions,  if,  upon  experiment,  such  alter- 
ations shall  be  found  conducive  to  the  public 
good:  Provided, ne9erthde8a,  That  such  re^uln> 
tions  shall  not  lessen  the  burdens  of  carriages 
above  described. 

Ssc.  10.  And  be  it  fur^r  enacted,  That  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  seid  company  shall 
Keep,  or  cause  to  be  kept,  fair  and  just  accounts 
of  all  moneys  to  be  received  by  them  from  the 
said  commissioners  first  herein  named,  and  from 
the  stockholders  or  subscribers  to  the  said  under- 
taking, on  account  of  their  seyeral  subscriptions 
or  shares,  and  of  i^il  moneys  by  them  to  be  ex- 
pended, in  the  prosecution  of  their  said  work,  and 
shall  once,  at  least,  in  every  year,  submit  such  ae- 
counts  to  %  general  meeting  of  the  stockholdenL 
until  the  said  road  ^hall  be  completed,  and  until 
all  the  costs,  charges,  and  expenses,  of  effeetinig 
the  same,  shall  be  fully  liquidated,  paid,  and  dis- 
charged; and  if  upon  such  liquidation^  or  when- 
erer  the  whole  capital  stock  of  the  said  company 
shall  be  nearly  expended,  it  shall  be  found  that 
the  said  capital  stock  will  not  be  sufficient  lo 
eomplfet'e  the  said  roads,  according  to  the  Irae 
intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  it  shall  and  may 
he  lawful  for  the  said  stockholders,  beio^  eon- 
vented  accordiQg  to  the  provisions  of  this  net 
or  their  by-laws  nnd  rules,  tbtaerease  theaineattt 
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to  be  paid  od  the  shares  from  (ime  to  time  to  buch 
extent  as  shall  be  necessary  to  accomplish  the 
work,  and  to  demand  and  receive  the  increa9ed 
amount  so  to  be  required  on  such  shares  in  like 
manner  and  under  the  like  penalties  as  are  herein- 
before provided  for  the  original  payments,  or  as 
aball  be  provided  by  their  by-laws. 

8cc.  11.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
said  president  anddirectorsshallalsokeep^or cause 
to  be  kept,  just  and  true  accounts  of  all  monevs 
to  be  received  by  their  several  collectors  of  tolls 
at  the  turnpike  gates  on  the  said  roads,  and  shall 
make  and  declare  a  half  yearly  dividend  of  the 
clear  profits  and  income  thereof,  all  contingent 
costs  and  charges  being  first  deducted,  among 
sll  the  holders  of  said  slock,  and  shall  publish  the 
half  yearly  dividend  aforesaid  in  some  newspa- 
per printed  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  at 
the  time  and  place  when  and  where  tbe  same 
will  Iw  paid,  and  shall  ca'use  the  same  to  be  paid 
accoraingly. 

8bc.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  corporation  to  keep  th^ 
aaid  roads,  as  they  are  respectively  completed,  in 
good  repair;  and  if,  io  neglect  of  their  said  duty, 
the  said  corporation  sballat  any  time  suffer  the  said 
loads  to  be  out  of  repair,  so  as  to  be  unsafe  or  in- 
convenient for  passengers,  the  aaid  corporation 
aball  be  liable  to  be  presented  for  such  neglect, 
before  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  and 
upon  conviction  thereof,  to  pay  to  the  United 
Stales  a  penalty  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, at  the  discretion  of  ibe  court,  and  shall  also 
be  responsible  for  all  damages  which  may  be  sus- 
tained by  any  person  or  persons  in  consequence 
of  such  want  of  repair,  to  be  recovered  in  an  ac- 
tion of  trespass. on  the  case  in  anv  court  compe- 
tent to  try  the  same :  Pnmded  alwaySf  and  U  is 
further en€tcted^  That,  whenever  the  net  proceeds; 
of  tolls  collvcted  on  said  roads  shall  amount  to  a 
aum  sufficient  to  reimburse  the  capital  which  shall 
be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  such  Jand  and  mak- 
ing said  roads,  and  twelve  per  cent,  interest  per 
annum  thereon^  to  be  ascertained  by  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States,  in  and  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  the  same  shall  become  free  road;, 
.«nd  tolls  shall  be  no  lunger  collected  thereon; 
and  aaid  company  shall  aoQually  make  returns 
to  wd  circuit  court  of  the  amount  of  the  tolls  col- 
lected, and  uf  their  necessary  expenses,  so  as  to 
enable  said  circuit  court  to  determine  when  said 
tolls  shall  cease. 

Sec  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  if  any 
person  or  persons  riding  in  or  driving  any  car- 
riage of  any  kind,  or  leading,  riding,  or  driving, 
any  horses,  sheep,  hogs,  or  any  kind  of  cattle 
whatever,  on  said  road,  shall  pass  through  any 
private  gate,  bars,  or  fence,  or  over  any  private  way 
or  passage,  or  pass  through  any  toll-gate  under  any 
pretended  privilege  or  exemption  to  which  he, 
or  she,  or  they^  may  not  be  entailed,  or  do  any 
act  or  thing  with  intent  to  lessen  or  evade  the 
tolls  for  passing  through  the  gates  established 
under  this  act,  such  ner»on  or  persons,  for  every 
aueh  offence,  shall  forfeit  to  the  said  president 


and  directors  not  less  than  three  npr  more  tin 
ten  dollars,  to  be  recovered  before  anj  jostkeif 
the  peace,  with  costs,  in  the  same  manoer  ik 
small  debts  are  recoverable:  Pmidedj  Thiit 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  com  pan  r  toast  &• 
mand,  or  receive,  from  or  for  persons  liriDgoBer 
adjacent  to  the  said  roads,  who  may  hireoeo- 
sion  to  pass  by  said  roads  upon  the  ordinary  bss- 
ness  relating  to  their  farms,  so  far  as  the  limitsa 
the  same  may  extend  on  the  roads,  respeetiretj 
who  shall  not  have  any  other  cooveoiestroids! 
way  by  which  they  may  pass,  from  one  {Mrttt 
another  part  thereof,  any  toll  for  passing  ob, or 
by  either  of  the  said  turnpikes. 
Approved,  April  20, 1810. 


An  Act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  *  An  act  ftr  tht  » 
tablishment  of  a  turnpike  company  in  tbe  coaotyi 
Alexandria,  in  tbe  District  of  Colainbii." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  it  shall  and  nuf  be 
lawful  to  and  for  tne  president  and  directors  of 
the  Washington  and  Alexandria  TaropikeCds- 
pan V,  in  all  cases  where  stone,  ^rarei,eartL or 
sand,  mav  be  necessary  for  making  or  refitnif 
the  Washington  and  Alexandria  turnpikxmd. 
and  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Wis^ 
ington  and  Alexandria  Turnpike  Compaufcu- 
not  agree  for  tbe  same  with  tbe  owners  (kreo^ 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  aofoeeofilic 
judges  of  the  circuit  court  of  tbe  District  of 
Colombia,  upon  application  by  the  said  prm* 
dent  and  directors,  or  any  person  aatborizeJ^l 
them,  by  warrant  under  his  hand  and  sal,ti 
command  the  marshal  of  the  said  Disiriet  to 
summon  a  jury  of  thirteen  disinterested  ftnm, 
qualified  to  serve  as  petit  jurors  in  the  said  cir- 
cuit court,  to  meet  at  the  place  where  sack  s^ 
terials  may  be,  on  some  day  not  more  (bag  tea 
after  the  date  of  such  warrant,  and  to  gin  t^ 
other  party  five  days'  notice  of  the  tiioe  tod 
place,  if  such  party  be  found  within  tbeDi^^ 
of  Columbia,  and  if  any  of  the  said  jaron  sboaU 
fail  to  attend  at  the  said  time  and  place,  tbe  roar- 
shal  may  immediately  summon  talesmen  in  (be 
place  of  those  who  are  absent,  and  shall  adota- 
ister  an  oath  to  the  said  jurors  or  talesmeo  as  (be 
case  maybe, justly  and  impariiallTW"'°*"f 
said  materials,  and  to  assess  the  daai^  vbica 
the  owner  thereof  shall  snstain  by  (be  tikisi 
thereof  by  the  said  president  aod  directors,  wbtca 
valuatitm  and  assessment  of  damages  oude  6f 
the  said  jurors  or  a  majority  of  lh«fl)  "**" ''; 
signed  by  the  said  marshal  and  the  ]^^^^^ 
many  of  them  as  shall  agree  thereto,  aod  be  ««• 
turned  to  the  clerk  of  the  said  court  for  (be  wa^ 
tjr  of  Alexandria,  to  be  by  him  recorded,  aa^^ 
shall  be  conclusive  between  tbe  Ptrties;ipo 


copy  thereof  shall  be  delivered  to 


each  ot^ 


parties  who  may  be  resident  in  ihesaid^'^!' 
of  Columbia,  and  the  sum  so  awarded  mv 
sessed  being  paid  to  the  said  clerk  o^^"* 
court,  for  the  use  of  the  party  eotitled  idc^ 
the  said  president  and  directors  may  ^'^^ 
take  and  carry  away  the  said  material*  »^r.^ 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  (he  sad  f^' 
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lod  direetors  thsll  pay  the  said  marshal  five  del- 
irs  for  his  service  iu  samuKmioff  and  impaDnd- 
[d$  the  said  jury,  and  taking  aod  returning  aaid 
oquest,  and  two  dollars  to  each  o|*  the  said  jurors 
0  sworn. 

Sbo.  2.  And  b&  it  furiher  enacted,  That  the 
iresident  and  directors  aforei^aid,  may  remove 
heir  toll-frate  from  the  bridge  that  is  made  across 
i*our  Mile  Creek,  and  plaice  the  same,  and  col- 
ect  the  tolls  of  their  said  road  and  bridge,  on 
ny  part  of  the  said  road :  Provided,  That  the 
aid  tolUgate  shall  not  be  placed  any  nearer  to 
he  town  of  Alexandria  than  where  it  now 
taods,  nor  more  than  half  a  mile  from  where  it 
low  is.  ' 

Sgc.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  it 
hall  and  mav  be  lawful  for  the  president  and 
irectors  of  the  said  company,  or  a  majority  of 
bem,  to  agree  with  the  owners  of  any  ground,  to 
e  occupied  by  the  necessary  toll-houses  and 
ales,  for  the  right  thereof,  or  in  case  the  owner 
hereof  shall  be  a  feme  eowert^  under  age,  non 
impo8y  or  out  of  the  District,  then  the  same 
hall  be  condemned,  and  paid  fbr  in  the  same 
aaoner,  and  subject  to  the  same  conditions  as  is 
•roviJed  by  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  sopple- 
aeni,  for  condemning  the  lands  through  which 
he  road  was  to  be  conducted :  Pnmded,  The 
oantity  of  land  so  condemned  dbes  not  exceed 
alf  an  acre. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  fwriher  enacted.  That,  to 
nable  the  said  company  immediately  tocom- 
lete  and  render  sufficient  the  s»id  road,  accord- 
Dg  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  ihe  said 
ecited  set,  it  shall  and  may  b^  lawful  for  the 
locknolders  of  the  said  company,  at  any  geoe- 
il  meeting  at  which  a  majority  of  them  ia  per- 
DO,  or  by  proxy,  shall  be  present,  to  increase 
tie  Dumber  of  shares  to  such  extent  as  shall  be 
eces^ary  to  accomplish  the  work,  on  the  road 
foresaid,  as  now  laid  ont,  and  to  demand  and 
eceive  the  rtioneys  subscribed  for  such  shares  in 
he  like  manner,  and  under  the  like  penalties,  as 
herein  provided  for  the  original  subscriptions. 

Approved,  April  35, 1810. 


LO  Act  to  allow  the  benefit  of  drawback  on  merchan- 
dise transported  by  land  fonveyance  from  Newport 
to  Boston,  and  frooi  Boston  ta  Newport,  in  like  man- 
ner as  if  the  same  were  transported  coastwise. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  ail  goods,  wares,  and 
lerchandiie,  duty  imported  into  either  of  the 
oris  of  Boston  and  Newport,  which  shall  be 
ransported  by  land  conveyance  from  the  port  of 
Newport,  by  the  way  of  Rhode  Island  bridge 
nd  Taunton,  to  Boston ;  or  from  Boston,  by  the 
ame  route,  to  Newport,  and  which  being  im- 
ported inio  Newport,  shall  be  exported  from  Bos- 
on; or  which,  being  imported  into  Boston,  shall 
e  exported  from  Newport,  shall  be  entitled  to 
he  benefit  of  a  drawbiack  of  the  duties  upon 
xportatioo,  to  any  foreign  port  or  place,  under 
he  same  provisfons,  regulations,  restrictions,  and 
imitations,  4s  if  the  said  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
handise  were  transporied  coastwise  from  one  to 


another  of  the  said  districts;  an4  on  the  proviso 

that  all  the  provisions,  regulations,  limitationa, 
and  reatriottons  existing  in  the  case  of  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  transported  by  any  of 
the  routes  mentioned  in  the  seventy-ninth  sectioa 
of  the  act,  entitled  '^  An  act  to  regulate  the  col- 
lection of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  passed 
the  second  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hua^ 
dred  and  ninety- nine,  shall  be  duly  observed. 
Approved,  April  25, 1810. 

An  Act  to  establish  Post  Roads. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the'  following  be  es* 
tablished  as  post  roads: 

In  the  Dietnct  of  Maine. — From  Portsmouth. 
N.  H.  by  Kittery,  York,  Wells,  ArundeL.  Bidde- 
ford,  Saco,  Scarboro',  Gape  Elizabeth,  Portland, 
Falmouth,  North  Tarmouth.  Freeport,  Bruns- 
wick, Bath,  Woolwich,  Wiscasset,  New  Castlci 
Waldoboro',  Warren,  Camden,  Canaan,  Lin- 
coln ville^ortb  port,  Belfaf  t.  Prospect  J9uckstown, 
Orland,  Trenton,  Sullivan,  Steuben,  Harrington, 
Addison,  Jones,  Machias,  Denney8ville,attd  Seo- 
dic,  to  Calais. 

Prom  Dover,  N.  H.  by  Berwiek  and  Douty's 
Falls,  to  Arundel,  or  Kennebuok. 

From  Portland,  by  Grorham,  Buckstown,  Lim- 
erick, Limington,  Cornish,  Parsonfield,  Newfield, 
Shapleigh.  Lebanon,  Berwick,  Sanford,  Alfred, 
Waterboro*,  and  Phiiipaburg,  to  Buxton. 

From  Portland,  by  Saccarappee,  Qorham,  Stan- 
dish,  FJintstown,  Hiram,  and  brownfieldj  to  Fry- 
iHJsh. 

From  Portland,  by  Windham,  Raymond, 
Bridgetown.  Loveil,  Waterford,  Norway,  Paris, 
Buckfield,  Sumner.  Hartford,  Livermore,  Tur- 
ner, Poland^  New  Gloucester,  and  Hebron  Acad- 
emy, to  Pans. 

From  Portland,  by  Falmouth,  Gray,  New 
Gloucester,  LewLstown,  Green,  Monmouth,  Win- 
throp,  Augusta,  Sydney,  Watervilie,  Farfield, 
Canaan,  to  Norridg'ewock,  and  Anson. 

From  Brunswick,  by  Topsham,  Bowdoinham, 
Gardiner,  and  HaUowell,  to  Augusta. 

From  Gardiner,  by  Pittstown  and  Dresden,  to 
Wifcassetr. 

From  Augusta,  by  Redfield,  Mount  Vernon, 
Chester,  and  New  Sharon,  to  Farmington. 

From  Augusta,  by  Vassal boro\  .  Winslow, 
Clinton,  Fairfax,  Unity,  and  Oollegetown,  to 
Hampden. 

From  Wiscasset,  by  Edgecomb,  to  Boothbay. 

From  Wiscasset,  by  New  Milford,  Jefferson, 
Palermo,  and  Montville,  to  Belfast. 

Brom  Buckstown,  by  Frankfort,  Hampden, 
and  Bangor,  to  No.  1,  7th  Range,  and  thence  by 
Orrington,  to  Buckstown. 

From  &uck$town,  by  Penobscot,  Castine. 
Sedgwick,  and  Blue  Hill,  to  Buckstown,  ana 
from  Castine  to  Lincolnville. 

From  Sullivan  to  Gbldsboro'. 

From  Dennysville  to  Bastport. 

In  New  Hampshire. — From  Salisbury,  Ms,  by 
Seabrook,  and  Hampton,  to  Portsmouth. 

From  Portsmoath,  by  Durham,  and  North* 
wood,  to  Concord. 
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From  Portsmouth*  by  Bieter,  ftod  Ktogttoii, 
to  Haverhill,  Ms. 

From  Portsmouth,  by  Exeter,  Chester.  Lon- 
donderry, Mexrimack,  Amherst^Peiersboro',  Marl- 
boro', and  Keene,  to  Walpole. 

From  Haverhill,  Ms.  by  Chester.   Concord, 

Hopkinton,  Henniker.aod  Lemster,  to  Charleston. 

From  Haverhill,  Ms.  by  Salem,  to  Windham. 

From  Tyngboro'.  Ms.  by  Dunstable,  Amherst, 

Francistown,  Washington,  and  Claremont,  to 

Windsor,  Vt. 

From  Portsmouth,  by  Nottingham,  Epsom, 
Pembroke,  Concord,  Salisbury,  Andover,  Wil- 
mot,  Eofieid,  Lebanon,  Hanover.  Lime,  Orford, 
Piermont,  Haverhill,  Bath,  Littleton,  Dalton, 
Lancaster,  Cockburn,  Colebrook,  and  Stuart,  to 
Norfolk,  Vt 

From  Hanover,  by  Canaan,  and  Groton,  to 
Plymouth. 

From  Salisbury,  by  Andover,  New  Chester, 
and  Bridffewater,  to  Plymouth,  thence  by  HoU 
derness,  New  Hampton,  and  Sanbornioo,  to 
Salisbury. 

From  Newburyport,  Ms.  by  Exeter,  New 
Market,  Durham,  Dover,  and  Barrington,  to 
Gilmanton: 

From  Portsmouth,  by  Dover.  Rochester,  Mid- 
dletown,  Ossippee,  Moultonboro'.  Centre  Harbor, 
Plymouth,  and  Haverhill,  to  Newbury ;  and  from 
Plymouth,  by  New  Hampton,  Meredith,  Gil- 
manlom,  Nottingham,  and  Durham,  to  Ports- 
mouth. 

From  Friburg,  Me.  by  Conway,  Bartletts, 
Rosebrooks,  and  Je£ferson,  to  Lancaster. 

From  Wincbeadon,  Ms.  by  Fltzwilliam,  and 
Keene,  to  Brattleboro',  Vt. 

From  Warwick,  Ms.  by  Winchester,  and 
Kinsdale,  to  Brattleboro',  Vt. 

From  Ashby,  Ms.  by  New  Ipswich,  and  Jaf- 
firay,  to  Marlboro*. 

in  Vermont, — From  Lansingburs,  N.  Y.  by 
Bennington,  Shaftsbury,  Arlington,  Manchester, 
Rutland,  Pittsford,  Branden,  Leicester.  Salisbu- 
ry, Middlebury,  New  Haven,  Vergennes,  Ferris- 
burg,  Charbtte,  Shelburn,  Burlington,  Colches- 
ter, Milton,  Georgia,  and  St.  Alban*s,  to  I}igh- 
gate. 

From  WiUiamstown,  Ms.  by  Pownall,  to  Ben« 
ningtoa. 

From  Brattleboro',  by  Marlboro',  Wilmington, 
and  Woodford,  to  Bennington. 

From   Rutland,  by  Clarendon,  Shrewsbury' 
Plymouth,  Reading,  and  Windsor,  to  Cavendish* 
From  Rutland,  by  Castleton,  Fairhaven,  Ben- 
aon,  Orwell,  Shorefaam,  and  Addison,  to  Vergen- 
nes. 

From  Middlebury,  by  New  Haven,  Monkton, 
Hynesburff,  Williston,  Jericho,  Essex,  Westford, 
Fairfax,  Fairfield,  and  Sheldon,  to  Huntsbuif ; 
thence  by  Berkshire,  Enosbarg,  BakersfieJd, 
Cambridge,  UnderhiU,  Richmond,  Huntington, 
Starksboro',  and  Bristol,  to  Middlebury,  and  from 
thence  to  Poultoey,  and  also  from  Middlebury,  by 
Royal  (on,  to  Hanover,  N.  H. 

From  Barnardstown,  Ms.  by  Hinsdale,  Brattle* 
boro',  Putney,  Westminster,  Walpole,  Charies^^ 


ton,  Wethcrsfield,  Windsor.  Hartfiwd,  Nonna 
Tfaetford,  Fairlee,  Bradford,  Newbory,  Rye^ 
Barnet,  Littleton,  Concord,  and  Loncfibo^t: 
Guildhall. 

From  Walpole,  N.  H.  by  Bellows  Falls.  Rdci 
Ingham.  Chieaier,  Cavendish.  Liidlow,tiidSbRf - 
bury,  to  Rutland. 

From  Windsor*  by  Woodstock,  Bsraard.  Ew 
alton,  Randolph^  Williamston,  Berlio,  MoitpeL" 
Middlesex,  Waterbury,  Bolton,  Jericho,  sod  Wb^ 
Hston,  to  Burlington,  and  from  thence  to  Gai: 
isle. 

From  Newbury,  by  Corinth.  WaskiaguxLU 
Barre,  to  Berlin. 

From  Ryegate,  by  Peach  am.  DsDrille.  WiKf 
lock,  Sheffield,  GUover,  Barton,  Brownincioa.ii(l 
Salem,  to  Derby. 

From  Lancaster,  N.  H.  by  Luneoborg.  S: 
Johnsbory,  Danville,  WakLen,  Harwich,  Wo(i 
cott,  Hydecipark,  Johnston,  amd  Fletcher,  lo  & 
Albans. 

In  Ma$$acku9eiis. — From  Suffield,  Coos,  ti 
Springfield,  Wilbraham,  Palmer,  Welters,  firau 
field,  Spencer,  Leicester,  Worcester,  ShrevsUrT 
Northboro',  Marlboro,'  Sudbury,  Waterun 
Cambridge,  Boston,  Charlestown,  Mslden,  Lfsn 
Salem,  Beverly,  Wenham,  Hamiltoa,  Ipsffx^ 
Rowley,  and  Newburyport,  to  Saitsbury. 

From  Suflield,  Ct.  by  Westfield,  Soathaaptia 
Northampton,  Hatfield,  Whately,  Deerfirki,i>ti 
Greenfield,  to  Bernardaiown. 

From  Salisbury,  Cl  by  Sheffield.  Gieii  U 
ringtoo,  Stockbridge,  Lenox,  Pitt:i&eld.  Lim^ 
boro',  and  Williamaton,  to  Greenfield. 

From  Canaan,  Cu  by  Sheffield,  lo  E;raaa« 

From  Colebrook,  Ct.  by  Soolbfield.  SitJ>s^ 
field,  Lee,  Lenox,  and  Hancock,  to  New  Lebw 
N.  Y. 

Fram  Springfield,  by  Stockbridge  lod  Wist 
Stockbridge,  to  Albany.  N.  Y.  . 

From  Granby,  by  Granville,  BlaodMu^ 
Chester,  to  Middlefield. 

From  Brookfield,  by  Ware,  Beicberto«D,»d 
ley,  Northampton,  Chesterfield,  WonbiaguA 
Partridgefield,X)alton,  Pittsfield,  sodHaflcocKo 
New  Lebanon. 

From  Stafibrd,  Ct.  to  Brookfield  or  Worcesifr 

and  thence  by  Framlngham,  to  Boston. 

From  Worcester,  by  Holdeo,  RatlM^^r  ^"* 
and  Petersham,  to  Athol. 

From  Rutland,  by  Hubbardstotra  lod  Tea- 
pleton,  to  Wineheadon.  . , 

From  Rutland,  by  Greenwich,  Hirdwiebjd 
ham,  Amherst,  and  Hadley,  to  Northampton,  u^ 
thence  by  South  Hadley,  to  Springfi^^^'  „  . 

From  Boston,  by  Dedham,  Wal[»l^/«*^ 
rough  and  Attleborough,  to  ProvidescCi  R.  i* 

From  Boston,  by  the  Newharyport  larnptlR 
lo  Newburyport.  „.,,. 

From  Dedbam,  by  Medfield.  MedwariBti N 
ham,  Milfoid,  Mendoo,  Uxbridge,  aod  DoQgii» 
to  Thompson,  Cu  _ 

From  Boston,  by  Milton,  d^^;,^ 
Tauatoa,  Berkley,  and  Freetown,  w^**'** 
fofd.  p_ 

From  BoatOAf  by  Dordiealer,  Q^^h  '^ 
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ree,  WeyoMntth,  H^oov^r)  Pembroike.  Kiogston, 
lymoath,  Saadwich,  Barnstabie,-  Yarmoath, 
)enai9,  Brewtter,  Harwieh,  Cliatham.  Orleans, 
iastbam,  Welifleet.  and  Truro,  to  ProyiDcelown, 

From  Saadwich,  by  Falmouth,  to  Naotaeket. 

From  Falmouth  to  Edgartoo. 

From  Sandwichi  by  Wareham,  Rocbesier  New 
kdford  aod  Dartmouth,  to  Westport. 

From  Weymouth,  by  Hingham,  Cohawet, 
ieituate,  Marsbfieid,  aod  Duxbury.  to  Kingstoa. 

From  Wey  mouth,  by  A  bington.  Bridge  water, 
Uynham,  TauDtou^  Dighton,  Somerset,  and 
Iwaozey,  to  Warren,  R.  1. 

From  Boston,  by  Concord,  Siow,  Bohon,  Lan- 
aster,  Leominater,  Westminister,  Templeton, 
irerry,  Athol,  and  Orange,  to  Warwick. 

From  Concord,  by  , Littleton,  Qrotoa,  and 
Towosend,  to  Ash  by. 

From  Concord,  by  Fitzwilliam,  N.  H.  to  Brat- 
leborough,  Vt. 

From  Boston,  by  Medford,  Woburi,  Billerica 
nd  Cbelrosford,  to  Tyngsboro'. 

From  Woburn,  by  Andover,  to  Hayerhill. 

From  Billerica,  by  Patucket  Bridge,  Dracut, 
^eiham,  N.  H.  and  Windham,  to  Londonderry. 

From  Salem  to  Marble  head. 

From  Salem,  by  Manchester,  to  OloUeester. 

From  Salem,  by  Dan  vers,  Topsfield,  Box  ford, 
od  Bradford,  to  Haverhill. 

From  Newbury  port  to  HaTerhili. 

From  Troy,  by  Freetown,  Berkley,  to  Taunton. 

From  Plynoutb,  by  Taunton,  to  Providence, 

From  Framlngton,  by  Southborough.  Weat- 
orougb,  Orafton,  Sotton,  Oxford,  Dudley,  and 
Woodstock,  to  Aahford,  in  Coni^ecttcut. 

fn  Rhode  /«/and.— From  Pla infield,  Ct.  by 
kiiuate  and  Providence,  to  Smithfield. 

From  Providence,  by  Barrington,  Warren,  and 
Bristol,  to  Newport. 

From  Providence,  by  Patoxet,  East  Green- 
rich,  Wickford,  and  Little  Rest,  to  Towerhill.  or 
South  Kington. 

Prom  Newport,  by  Tiverton,  to  Westport  Ms. 

From  Newport,  by  Towerhill,  and  by  the  Con^t- 
oase  in  South  Kingston,  Charleston,  and  West- 
rly,  to  Stoniqgion,  Ct. 

Prom  Newport,  by  Tiverton,  to  Troy,  Ms. 

From  South  Kingston,  by  Richmond,  Hop- 
inton,  North  Stonington,  and  Preston,  to  Nor- 
nch,  Ct. 

In  Cormecticut* — From  Rye^  N.  Y.  by  Qreen- 
rich.  Stamford,  Nor  walk,  Fairfield,  Bridgeport, 
Itratford,  Milford,  New  Haven,  North  Haven, 
Vallingford,  Berlin,  Wetbersfield,  Hartford,  and 
Viodsor,  to  Sufiield. 

From  Norwalk,  by  Reading,  Danburv,  Brook* 
eld,  New  Milford,  Washington',  Litchfield,  Har- 
'intoo,  Burlington,  Farmington,  Hartford,  Bast 
lartford,  Ashford,  and  Pomfret,  to  Thompson. 

From  New  Milford,  by  Kent,  and  Sharon,  to 
alisbury. 

From  Bridgeport,  by  Trumbull,  Ripton,  Hunt- 
2gtoo,  and  Newtown,  to  Brookfield. 
From  New  Haven,  by  Derby,  Southbory,  Wood* 


bury,  Bethlehem,  Litchfield,  and  Goshen,  to  Ca- 
naan. 

From  New  Haven,  by  Woodbridge,  Waterbury, 
Watertown,  Litchfield^  Cornwall,  and  Sharon,  to 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 

From  New  Haven,  by  Cheshire  and  Southing- 
ton,  to  Farmington 

From  New  Haven,  by  Durham  and  Middle- 
town,  to  Wechersfield. 

From  New  Haven,  by  Branford,  Guilford,  Kil- 
lingworth,  Saybrook,  Lyme,  New  London.  Chel- 
sea, and  Jewitt';!  city  to  PlainGeld. 

From  Saybrook.  by  Petty  Paog,  Haddam,  East 
Haddam,  and  Middle  Haddam,  to  Middletown. 

From  Stonington,  by  New  London,  Mouotville, 
Colchester,  Glastenbury.  Hartford,  Wintonbury, 
Canton,  New  Hartford,  Winchester,  and  Norfolir,* 
to  Canaan. 

From  Norwich,  by  Canterbury  and  Brooklyn, 
to  Pomfret. 

From  Hartford,  by  Sirasbury,  to  Granby 

From  New  Hartford,  by  Hartland,  toColebrook. 

From  Hartford,  by  East  Hartford,  Oxford, 
Hebron,  Lebanon,  and  Norwich,  to  Chelsea. 

From  Hartford,  by  Coventry,  Windham  and 
Canterbury,  to  Plaioneld. 

From  Hartford,  by  Tolland,  to  Stafford. 

From  East  Hartford,  by  East .  Windsori  to 
Springfield,  Ms. 

From  Dan  bury  to  Ridgefield. 

hi  New  Ybr/f.— From  Jersey  city,  by  New 
York,  Harlaem  and  New  Rochelle.  to  Rye. 

From  New  York  city,  by  Brooklyn,  Jamaica, 
Hempstead.  Merrick.  South  Oyster  Bay.  South 
Huntineton,  lalip,  Palchoffue^  Fireplace.  Mor- 
richea,  Westhampton,  Southampton  and  Bridgt- 
hampton,  to  Sag  Harbor. 

From  Jamaica,  by  Queen's  C.  H.  Oyster 
Bay,  Huntington,  JDixbills,  Smithtowo,  Setauktt 
Bffookhaven,  and  Riverhead,  to  Southhold. 

From  New  York,  by  Kingsbridge.  Yonkera, 
Ofeensburg,  Mount  Pleasant,  Peekskill,  Fishkill, 
Poughkeepsie,  Staatsburg,  Rhinebeck,  Redhook, 
Clermont,  Hudson,  Kinderhook,  Albany,  Sche- 
nectady, Amsterdam,  Tripshill,  Palatine,  Little 
Falls.  Herkioier,  Utica,  New  Hartford,  West- 
moreland, Oneida,  Sullivan.  Caneseraga,  Man- 
litts,  Onondaga.  Marcellus,  Skeneatales,  Aurelius, 
Cayuga,  Geneva,  CanaBdaigua,Bloomfield,  Avon, 
Southampton,  Batavia,  New  Amsterdam,  and 
Lewistown,  to  Youngstown^r  Niagara. 

From  New  Rocbeile,  by  Whicepfains,  Salem, 
Ridgefield,  Ct.  South  East,  Patterson  and  Paul- 
ing, to  Dover. 

From  Ramapo  Works  to  Newborg. 

From  New  Antrim,  by  Monroe,  Chester,  Go- 
shen, Wallkill,  Montgomery,  Shawansunk,  New 
Paltz,  Kingston,  Songaerties.  Catskiit,  Lunen* 
barg,  Coxsacksie,  Coveman;*,  Beihlehem,  Albany, 
Troy,  Lansingburg,  Waterford,  Stillwater,  Sara- 
toga, Northumberland,  Fort  Miller,  Sandy  Hill, 
Queensbury,' Fort  George,  Thorman,  Chester, 
Scaroon  lake,  Elizabeth,  Wiilsboro',  Peru,  and 
Plattsburg,  to  Cham  plain  town. 

From  Hamburg,  N.  J.  by  Warwick,  Floridt, 
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Goshen,  tiitcle  Britain,  New  Windsor,  Newburg, 
and  Fisktiill  landing  to  Fi^hkill. 

From  Danbury,  C(.  by  Fisbkill  landing  and 
Newburg,  to  Chenango  Point. 

From  Rhineheck,  by  Kingston,  Shandecin. 
Middletowa,  Delhi,  Walton,  Sidney,  Jericho 
Bridge,  Onoquago,  Bingham pton,  Union,  Owego, 
Athens,  Pa.  Chemang,  Blmira,  Qreat  Flat,  Paint- 
ed Post,  Bath,  Canesteo,  Ark  Port,  Danville, 
Williamsburg  and  Qeneseo  to  Avon. 

From  Delhi  to  Meredith. 

From  Wellsborough,  Pa.  by  Lyndleystown,  to 
Painted  Post. 

From  Hudson,  by  Lunenburg,  Catsklll,  Cairo, 
Durham,  Bfoome,  Blenheim,  Stamford,  Harpers- 
field,  Rortwright,  Meredith,  Franklin,  Unadilla, 
'  and  Clinton,  to  Jericho  Bridge. 

From  Erie,  Pa.  by  Caseda,  Cataraugus,  and 
Fish  creek,  to  New  Amsterdam.' 

From  Bath,  by  Roscommon  and  Jerusalem,  to 
Geneva. 

From  Blmira,  by  Catharinestown,  Hector, 
Ovid.  Lancaster  and  Romulus,  to  Geneva. 

From  Owego,  by  Cantiness  Ithica,  Salmon 
creek,  Milton,  Aurora,  Cayuga,  and  Galen,  to 
Great  Sodus. 

From  Iihida,  by  Ulysses,  to  Ovid. 

From  Binghamptoo.  hy  Green  or  Lisle,  Oxford, 
Norwich,  Hamilton,  F^aris,  aod  New  Hartford,  to 
Utica. 

From  Oxford,  by  Unadilla,  Otsego,  Milford, 
Hartwicb,  Otsego  village  and  Bridgewater,  to 
Utfca. 

From  Albany,  by  Duanesborg,  Dwiloek,  Cher- 
rv  valley,  Otsego  village,  Burlington,  Columbus, 
Bherburoe,  Deruyter,  Truxton,  and  Homer,  to 
Aurora. 

From  Burlington,  by  New  Berlin,  Plymouth, 
Cincinnattts,  and  Homer,  to  Ithica. 

From  Otsego  village,  by  New  Lisbon,  Pittsfield, 
and  Butternuts,  to  Oxford. 

From  Cherry  valley,  by  Springfield,  Richfield, 
Platofield,  and  Bridgewater,  to  Sangerfield. 

From  Onondaga,  by  Selina.  Liverpool,  Three 
Rivers  Point,  and  Ojwego  fall's,  to  0:)wego. 

From  VernoD,  by  Smithfield  and  Cazenovia, 
to  Pompey. 

From  Utica,  by  Whitestowo,  Rome,  Camden, 
Adams,  and  Sackett's  Harbor,  to  Brownsville. 

From  Utica.  by  Trentoo,  Steuben,  Leyden, 
Turin,  Lowville,  Harrisburg,  Oxbow,  Dekalb, 
Canton,  Ogdenaburg,  Lisbon,  Hamilton,  Madrid, 
Pottsdam,  Chesterfield,  Malone,  and  Chetauga,  to 
Plattsburg. 

From  Harrisburg,  by  Champion,  Watertown, 
and  Brownsville,  to  Port  Putnam. 

From  Little  Falls,  by  Fairfield,  Newport,  and 
Russia,  to  Remsen. 

From  Peramus,  by  Tappao,  Clarkstown,  and 
Kakiat,  to  Havrestraw. 

From  Schenectady,  by  Ballstown,  Ballstown 
springs,  Saratoga  springs,' Greenfield, and  Hadley, 
to  Broadalbin. 

From  Caughnawago,  by  Jolioaon  and  Mayfield, 
to  Northampton, 

From  Lansingl^urg,  by  Sbaghticoke,  Bastoo, 


Greenwich,  Argyle,  Hartford,  and^  Wfaitehiiltc 
Fairhaven,  Vermont. 

From  Sandybill,  bf  Port  Ano^  to  Witiifhai 

From  Lansingburg.  by  Cambridge,  Saleai.&- 
oron,  Granville,  and  Hampton,  to  Pdaltoe^.Ti 

From  Willsboro*  to  Charlotte,  Vt. 

From  Albany,  to  New  Lebanon. 

From  Hudson,  by  Claverae,  to  ECTemooi.Mi 

In  New  Jeney. —  From  M orris vilie.  PeuBjrt 
vania,  by  Trenton,  Princeton,  New  Bransvid 
Rahway,  Blizabethtown,  and  Newark,  to  Jer«7 
city. 

From  Philadelphia,  Pa.  by  CoopersrovD,GI(g- 
cester,  Woodbury,  SweedslK>ro',and  Woodsiov* 
to  Salem. 

From  Cooperstown,  br  Long  CoiDti^.  Kh 
Anchor,  Riverbridge,  and  Boner's  Potat,  to  Ab- 
secome. 

From  Cooperstown,  by  Haddoafidd,  Taaoto^. 
and  Atsion,  to  Taekertown. 

From  Trenton,  by  Bordenton,  Moast  HolH 
Black  Horse,  New  Egypt,  New  Mills,  Um 
Holy,  Morristown,  Haddonfieid,  Coo^rmwi 
Gloucester,  Woodbury,  Mullieobill,  Pole(a?er& 
Deerfietd,  Bridgetown,  Millville,  Port  Eliabeik 
Dennis,  and  Cape  May  C.  H.  to  Cape  Islui 

From  Trenton  by  Penoiogton,  Fleoii|ioi, 
Alexandria,  Belvidere,  Hope,  JobnsoDbor^.id 
NewtoWn,  to  Hambure. 

From  Trenton,  by  Allentown,  Cranberry, Met- 
mouth,  Shrewsbury,  Middletowo  Point,  Sf/A- 
wood,  New  Brunswick,  Somervilie,  PioekeQia, 
New  Germanton,  New  Hamptoo,  Asbarj.  ltd 
Pittston,  to  Alexandria. 

From  New  Hope,  Pa.  bv  Somervilie,  Boo^ 
brook,  Newmarket,  Plainfield,  Scotch  Pitiosto^ 
Springfield,  to  Newark. 

From  Easton.  Pa.  by  Belvidere  and  Koovli»a 
Mills,  to  Detotsburg,  Pa. 

From  Scotch  Plains,  to  New  Provideoct 

From  Rahway,  by  Woodbridge,  to  Ambof. 

From  Newark,  by  Chatbami  Morri8towB.Rsek- 
away,  and  Sparta,  to  Newtown,  theoce  bf  flact- 
etstoWOi  Washington  Valley,  Cbeatter  sod  Met- 
don,  to  Morristown. 

From  Morristown,  by  Baskeoridge,  to  Soffler* 
ville. 

From  Jersey  city,  by  Bergen,  H«ckeiisiek,as<i 
Paramos,  to  New  Antrim. 

From  Bristol,  Pa.  to  Burlington. 

From  Bridgetown  to  Cedarville. 

In  Pemaay&anta.— From  Wilmington,  d.Jf 
Chester,  Darby,  Philadelphia,  Frankfort,  and  Bm- 
tol,  to  Morrisville. 

From  Philadelphia,  by  Dowine town,  LaDttJ- 
te  r,  Blizabethtown,  MiddlelowD,  Htrrlsbcrf.t^' 

lisle,  Shippensburg,  Chambersburg,  ^^^'* 
town,  Bedford,  Somerset,  Green  share,  Pi  ti^wj 
Cannonsburg,  and  Washington,  to  WeslMldili^ 
town.  jj 

From  Taneytown,  Md.  by  Petersburg,  wai- 
ver, York,  and  Columbia,  to  Lancaster. 

From  Brick  Meetinghouse,  Md.  by  ibe  R^^J 
un,  Unicorn,  Black  horse,  Sorrel  horse,  Ub«*- 
ler,  Lcditz,  Kphrata,  Reemsiowo,  Adiin«»«i 
Reading  Cootsiown,  Allentown,BethIeheoj,K«»- 
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)n,  Stroudsbur^y  and  MiddletowD,  to  Milford, 
ind  tbeoce  to  Pitt;)toD. 

From  Brick  Meetinghouse,  Md.  by  New  Loo- 
on,  Chatham,  ELenoeti's  square,  Marshaltowo 
od  West  Chester,  to  Downingtown. 

From  WilmiogioD,  D.  by  New  Gardeo,  Chat- 
am,  Gap,  apd  Strasbiirg,  to  Lancaster. 

From  Labeaflter,  by  New  Hoilaod,  Church- 
)WD,  Morgantowo,  Pughtowo,  Pawlingsford, 
[ormtowo,  Montgomery.  Doylestown,  New 
lope,  Newtown  and  Attteoorou^b,  to  Bristol. 

From  Philadelphia,  by  Jeokiotown,  Doyles* 
)WD,  Plumstead,  Bursontown,  Eastoo,  Hellers, 
^oods,  Wilkesbarre,  Pittston.  Putnam,  Brain- 
eiD)  Wyalusins,  Standing  Stone,  Wysoz,  and 
Ebeshequin,  to  Athens. 

From  Pittston,  by  Providence  and  Willing- 
oro',  to  Bioghamton,  Ne-w  York. 

From  Plumstead,  by  Erwinna,  to  Alexandria, 

r.j. 

From  Jenkintown  to  New  Rope. 

From  Philadelphia,  by  Germantown,  Chesout 
[ill,  Whitemarsb,  Montgomery  Square,  duaker- 
iwo,  Bethlehem,  Kreidersnlle,  Lau^nne,  and 
[escopeck,  to  Berwick. 

From  Bethlehem  to  Nazareth. 

From  Philadelphia,  by  Germantown,  Spring* 
)WD.  Norri8town,Trap,  Reading,  Hamburg.  Sun- 
ury, Northumberland,  Milton,  Muncey,and  Wil- 
amsport,  to  Wellsborough. 

From  Milton,  by  Washington  and  Jersey  town, 

)  Froetstoo.    , 

From  Harrisbarg,  by  Halifax.  Sunbury,  Nor- 
ittmberland,  Lewisburg,  Miffitnourg  and  Aarons- 
arg,  to  BelLefont,  Milesburg,  Ciearneld,  and  Ve- 
ango,  to  Mercer. 

From  Harrisburg,  by  Palmyra,  Lebanon^  and 
i^omelsdorfj  to  Reading. 

From  Lebanon  to  Jonestown. 
From  Harrisburg.  by  Clarit's  Ferry,  MiUerstown, 
^bompsontoo,  Miifliotowo,  Lewistowo,  McVay- 
)wo.  Huntingdon,  Alexandria,  HoUidaysburg, 
leaula,  Armagh,  Indiana,  through  Alexandria, 
3  Greensburff. 

From  Mimiatown,  by  Waterford,  Concord,  to 

^annetsburg. 

From  Manchester,  Md.  by  Hano?er,  Abbots- 
9 WD,  Berlin,  and  Sulphur  Springs,  to  Carlisle. 

From  Union,  Md.  by  Petersburg  and  Gettia* 
ur^,  to  Chambersburg. 

From  Emettsburg,  Md.  by  Gettisburg,  Carlisle, 
rap,  MiUerstown.  Selin's  Grove,  Northumber- 
md,  Danrille,  Bloomsburg,  Berwick,  Salem  and 
lanover,  to  Wilkesbarre. 

From  Carlisle,  by  Wasoners'  Gap^  Landis- 
urff,  Hackelts,  Shower's  Mill,  and  Zimmermans, 
D  Douglass' Mill. 

From  Hagerstown,Md.  by  Greencastle,  Cham- 
ersburg,  Sirasburg,  Fannetsburg,  Bedford  fur- 
nace, Shtrleys,Huntinf(don,  Centre  furnace,  Bel- 
ont,  Jersey  shore,  to  Wiiliamsport. 

From  Belfont  to  Lewistown. 

From  Gettysburg,  by  Fairfield  and  Greencastle, 
0  Messer:«burg. 

From  Cumberland,  Md.  by  Salisbury  and  Ber- 
in,  to  Somerset. 


From  Somerset,  by  Counelsville,  Union,  and 
New  Geneva,  to  Morgantown,  Va. 

From  Somerset,  by  Staystown,  to  Ebensburg. 

From  Greensburg,  by  New  Alexandria,  to  Kit* 
taning. 

From  Greensburg,  by  Mount  Pleasant,  Robbs- 
town,  Parkinson's  ferry,  and  Washington,  to  Bur- 
gettstown. 

From  Union,  by  Brownsville.  Washington, 
Waynesboroogh,  and  Jefferson ville,  to  Union. 

From  Pituburg.  by  Butler,  Mercer,  Franklin, 
Meadsville,  CrawiorU,  and  Le  Bosuf,  to  Erie. 

From  Erie  to  Litchfield,  O. 

From  Pittsburg,  by  Beavertown,  to  Greersburg, 

From  Beavertown  to  Georgetown. 

From  Baltimore, >Md.  to  York. 

fn  Michdg{uu~^Froai  Fort  Miami,  by  Frenc.hr 
town,  to  Detroit. 

In  Ohio, — From  Point  Pleasant,  Va.  by  Galli* 
polis,Sciota  Salt  Works,Chilicothe,Franklioton, 
Worthington,  Delaware,  Mount  Vernon,  Mans- 
field. Ripley,  and  Bronson,  to  Huron. 

From  Marietiai  by  Bel  pre,  to  Wood  C.  H* 

From  Marietta,  by  Athens,  Chiticothe,  New 
Market,  Williamsburg  Millord,  Columbia,  Cio'- 
cinati,  to  Northbend. 

From  Wheeling,  Va.  by  St.  Clairsville,  Morris- 
town,  Frankford,  Cambridge,  Zaneaville,  Springs 
field,  New  Lancaster,  Chilicotha,  and  Browns' 
Cross  Roads,  to  Maysville,  K. 

From  Cincinnati,  oy  Crossby, Hamilton,  Franl^ 
lin. Dayton,  Staunton,  Troy, Pique  Town,  Spring- 
field, Ludlow,  Xenia,  Waynesville,  Lebanon,  and 
Montgomery,  to  Cincinnati. 

From.Chilicothe,  by  Pepee,  to  Alexandria. 

From  Zaneaville,  by  Gnadenhutten  and  New 
Philadelphia,  to  Canton. 

From  Marietta,  by  Waterford,  ZAnesville,New« 
ark,  Greenville,  Worthington,  to  Urbana. 

From  Troy  to  Greenville. 

From  Brook  C.  H.  Va.  to  Steubenville,  and 
Faucettstown,  to  New  Lisbon. 
,  From  Greersburg,  or  Beavertown,  Pa.  by  New 
Lisbon,  Deerfield,  Ravenna,  Hudson,  Cleveland, 
Huron,  Perkins,  Paterson,  and  Sandu^tky,  to  Fort- 
Miami. 

From  Greerabor^,  Pa.  by  Poland,  Youngstown, 
and  Warren,  to  Jefferson,  and  return  by  WilUams- 
field,  Smithfield,  and  Brookfield.  to  W«rreo. 

From  Litchfield,  by  Ral|.hviile,  Jeffvrson,  and 
Aastinville,  to  Cleveland. 

From  Youngstown  to  Canfield. 

In  Indiana. — From  Louisville,  K.  by  Jeffer- 
sonvilie,  Clarksville,  Corydon,  and  Vincennes,  to 
the  United  States'  Saline. 

From  Nortbbend,  O.  by  Laurenceburg,  to  Port 
William,  K.  ^   . 

In  lUinois, — From  Vincennes.  In.  T.  by  Kat* 
kaskia.  Prairies  du  Roc  hers,  and  Cahokia,  to  St. 
Louis. 

From  Smithland,  K.  by  Fort  Massac  and  T/- 
w'appety,  to  Cape  Girardeau.  L.  T. 

in  Louisiana, — From  St.  Genevieve,  by  Mine 
au  Burton,  and  St.  Louis,  to  St.  Charle:;. 

Fcora  Kaskaskia,  I.  T.  by  Genevieve  and  Cape 
Girardeau,  to  New  Madrid. 
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in  DdatDore.'^From  BlktoD,  Md.  by  Christi- 
ana and  Newport,  to  Wilmington. 

Prom  Wilmington,  by  New  Castle,  St.  Geor- 
^8,  Cantwell's  Bridge,  Smyrna,  Dover.  Camden, 
Frederiea*  Mil^ord,  Georgetown,  and  Dagsbo- 
rough;  to  roplartowB.  Md. 

From  Cant  well's  Bridge,  by  Middletown.  to 
Warwick,  Md. 

From  Frederiea  to  Whiteleysburg. 

From  Salisbury,  Md.  by  Laurel,  Concord  and 
Georgetown,  to  Lewistown. 

From  New  Market,  Md.  by  Northwest  Fork 
'  Bridge  and  Bridge  Branch,  to  Georgetown. 

In  Maryland,— From  Washinston  City,  by 
Bladensburg,  Baltimore,  Harford,  Havre  de  Grace, 
and  Northeast,  to  Elkton. 

From  Washington  City,  by  Upper  Marlboro', 
Ctueen  Ann,  Annapolis,  Haddaways,  St.  Michaels, 
Easton,  Cambridge,  Vienna,  Salisbury,  Snowbill, 
Princess  Ann,  White  Haven,  and  duantico,  to 
Vienna. 

From  Poplartown,  by  Snowhill,  to  Horntown. 

From  Salisbury  to  Q^uantico. 

From  Cambridge  to  New  Market. 

From  Bastoo,  by  Centreville,  Churchhill,  Ches- 
teriown,  Georgetown  Cross  Roads,  and  Sassafras, 
to  Warwick. 

From  Georgetown  Cross  Roads,  by  the  head  of 
Chester,  Sudler's  Cross  Roads,  Beaver  Dkm,  and 
Nine  Bridges,  to  Greensboroogh. 

From  Easton,  by  Hillsborough,  Den f on,  and 
Greensborough,  to  Whiteleysburg,  D. 

From  EUkton  to  Brick  Meeting  House. 

From  Baltimore  to  Annapolis. 

From  Harford  to  Belle  Air. 

From  Baltimore,  by  Rockhall,  to  Cbestertown. 

From  Baltimore,  by  Reisterstown,  to  Manches- 
ter. 

From  Reisterstown,  by  Westminster,  to  Union 
mills. 

From  Baltimore,  by  Eliicott^  Lower  Mills, 
Poplartown,  New  Market,  Fredericktown,  and 
Newtown,  to  Harper's  Ferry. 

From  Baltimore,  by  C^ueenstown,  to  Centre- 
viile. 

From  Washington  City,  by  Georgetown,  Mont- 
gomery C.  H.  Clarksburg,  Fredericktown,  Mid- 
dletown, Hagerstown,  Hancock,  Berkeley  springs, 
Oldtowa,  to  Cumberland,  and  thence  by  the  Na- 
tional Road,  to  Union,  Pa. 

From  Wash4Bfi[t«n  City,  by  Brookville  and 
Triadelphia,  to  Ellicott's  Mills. 

From  Fredericktowb  to  Liberty. 

From  Frekeriektown,  by  Woodsborough,  to 
Taneytowo. 

From  Fredericktown,  by  Creagerstown,  to  Em- 
metsburg. 

From  Shepherdstown,  Va.  by  Sharpsburg  and 
Williamsport,  to  Hagerstown. 

From  Upper  Marlborough,  by  Nottingham, 
Aquasco,  Benedict,  and  Charlotte  Hall,  to  Chap- 
tico. 

From  Q,ueen  Ann.  by  Pig  Point,  Tracey's 
Landing,  Lower  Marlborough,  Huntington,  and 
Calvert,  C.  H.  to  St.  Leonards. 

From  Washington  City,  by  Piscataway,  Port 


Tobacco,  Allen  fresh,  Newport,  Chaptico.  Lesi. 
ardtown.  Great  Mill,  and  St.  Inieoes,  to  Riq>. 

From  Port  Tobacco,  by  Topbill,  to  NiojeM 

From  Leesburg,  Va.  by  Chariesbnrg,  to  M^ 
gomery  C.  H. 

From  Fredericktown  to  Leesborg. 

From  Newtown  Trap,  by  Berlin,  Thrasbe. 
Store,  and  Hamilton's  Mill,  to  Waterford  io  Yl 

In  Virginia, — From  Washington  City,  by. I 
ezandria,  Dumfries,  Stafford  C.  H.  FaiiocQU 
Fredericksburg.  Bowling  G^een,  White  €&!& 
nies,  Hanover  C.  H.  Ricnmond,  Petersbar;v.Hr 
ris's,  and  Brunswick,  to  Warrenton,  N.  C. 

From  Washington  City,  by  Prospect  Laae- 
ville,Leesburg,  Waterford,  HillsboroQgh.Chiri& 
town,  Shepherdstown,  and  Martinsburg,  to  fierk^ 
hy  Springs. 

From  Waterford,  by  Braden's  Store,  hnm 
and  Snicker's  Gkp,  to  Upperville. 

From  Washington  City,  by  Fairfax  C.  H.  G^ 
shen,  Middleburg,  Paris,  Winchester.  RoiD&ey, 
Westernport,  Maryland,  Gkindjsville,  Citrkstoi 
and  Marshes,  to  Marietta.  Ohio. 

From  Gandysville,  to  Morffantown. 

From  Clarksburg  to  Beverly. 

From  Pendleton  C.  H.  by  Moorfieid,  Roa- 
ney,  Springfield,  and  Frankfort,  to  CresapstiEr^. 
Maryland. 

From  Williamsport,  Maryland,  by  Mvtsf 
borg,  Winchester,  Stevensborg,  Ncwiowd.Sl'm- 
burg,  Woodstock,  New  Market,  and Htrrisosbsff 
to  Staunton. 

From  HarpeHs  Ferry,  by  Chariest© wDa»! Bat- 

tletowD,  to  Winchester. 

From  Fairfax  C.  H.  by  Ccntreville,  HiTwr- 
ket,  Warrenton,  Madison,  C.  H.  StaQDirMt 
Staunton,  Middlebrook,  Brownsbnrg,  Leiiogtos 
Natural  Brtdee,  Pattonsburg^  Fincastie,  Ab^* 
dam,  Salem,  Airmont,  ChristiansborgaDdEna»' 
ham,  to  Abingdon. 

From  Alexandria  to  Fairfax  0.  H. 
Prom  New  York  toLovingstoninNeisoafW^f 

From  Colchester  to  Occoquan. 

From  Fredericksburg,  by  Elk  Ron  Ghwtk 
and  Warrenton,  to  Gibsons  and  Oak  bill 

From  Fredericksburg,  by  Germana,  Sier««r 
burg,  Culpepper  C.  H.  Jeffersonton,  Washinjior 
and  Front  Royal,  to  Winchester. 

From  Culpepper  C.  H.  by  WoodWH^,  FJ 
Village,  Pass  Mills.  Thornton's  GaaMoDdfl.: 
store,  and  Hawksbill  Mills,  to  New&rkei. 

From  Fredericksburg,  by  Orange  C.H.  Gor- 
dons, Milton,  Charlottesville,  New  Glasgow, » 
Lynchburg. 

From  Lovingston,  by  Warren,  to  Waroiww 

From  Fredericksburg,  by  Thomsborg,  <;i>"»^ 
burg,  Oxford,  Crewsvillc  and  Price's  Mills,  t^ 
Goochland  C.  H.  .  p  ^ 

From  Fredericksburg,  by  Spottsylnn«|-'i 
Lewis's,  Potties.  Bibb's  store,  Louisa  Cn-i*^ 
ceyville,  and  Mitchell's  store  toOooehlmnB 

From  Fredericksburg,  by  Kiog  George  I. Ji 
Broadfield,  Mattoxbridge,  Leedstown,  W^ 
man's  Cross  Roads,  Richmond  C.  H.Moodi  Ai^ 
Farnbam,  Kinsale,  Northumberltod  C-  ^'  *" 
Lancaster  C.  H.  to  Kilmarnock. 
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From  Frederieksbor^,  by  Port  Royal,  Lay  tons, 
ippahaoDock,  Urbanna,  and  Gloucester  C.  H. 
YorktowD. 

From   Bowlrog  Gre«n,  by  Broaddus^s  Mills, 
QDktrk,  WalkertoD,  King  aod  dueeh  C.  H.  and 
loucest«r  C.  H.  to  Matthews  C.  H. 
From  Dunkirk,  bv  Aylett's  Warehouse,  King 
''illiam  C.  H.  to  Lilly  Point; 
From  Rich  mood,  by  Qoochland  C.  H.  Colam- 
1,  Milton,  CharlottsTille,  New  York,  Waynes- 
irg,  Staunton,  Warm  Springs,  Callaghans  or 
rowns,  Sulphur  Springs,  Lewisburg,  Kenhaway^ 
.  H.  and  Hudsons,  to  Point  Pleasant 
From  HudsooSj  by  Wards  and  Jourdans,  to 
fttilesburg,  at  the  mouth  of  Big  Sandy. 
From  Callaghans,  by  Sweet  Springs  and  Union, 
Giles'  C.  H. 

From  Bvansham,  by  JeA^srsonTille  and  Fratik* 
1,  to  JonesTiMe. 

From  Evansham,  by  Aastinrille,  to  Greenvine. 
From  Richmond,  by  Powhatan  C.  H.  Cum- 
rland  C.  H.  Floods,  Lynchburg^  Beauforts, 
oorytown,  and  Fineastle,  to  Sweet  Spring^. 
From  Liberty*  by  Brown's  store^  Rocky  Mount, 
enry  C.  H.  to  Hatrick  C.  H. 
From  Powhatan  C.  H.  by  CartersvHle,  New 
anton,  Buckingham  C.  H.  and  Bent  Creek,  to 
ynchburg. 

From  Powhatan  C.  H.  by  Farmville,  Prince 
dward  C.  H.  Charlotte  C.  H.  Marysville,  Hal- 
IX  C.  H.  Peytonsbarg  and  Pittsvlrania  C.  H- 
Henry  C.  H.  and  from  Peytonsourg,  to  Dan- 
lie. 

Prom  Prince  Edward  C,  H.  by  Kelso's  store, 
Hunters. 

From  Pittsylvania  C.  H.  by  Danville;  to  Cas- 
ell  C.  H.  in  North  Carolina. 
From  Lynchburg,  by  Bethel,  Pedtar  Mills,  and 
rincanton,  to  Lexington. 
Prom  Lynchburg,  by  Campbell  C.  H.  Ward's 
erry.  on  Staunton  river,  and  Stone's  store,  to 
ittsylvania  C.  H. 

Prom  Richmond,  by  Chesterfield  C.  H.  Spring 
ill,  Colesville,  Jenitoe  Bridge,  Cassel's  store, 
aielia  C.  H.  Painesville  and  Jamestown,  to 
armville. 

Prom  Charlotte  C.H. by  Rb\]gh  Creek  Church, 
id  R^d's  store,  on  Fallen  river,  to  Campbell 
.  H. 

From  Richmond,  by  Hanovertown,  Dunkirk, 
id  Tappahannock.  to  Richmond  C.  H. 
Prom  Richmond,'  by  Frazers,  New  Kent  C.H. 
Williamsburg,  Yorktown,  Hampton,  Norfolk  and 
reat  Bridge,  to  Northwest  River  Bridge. 
From  Richmond,  by  Granville,  to  Charles 
ity  C.  H. 

From  Petersburg,  by  Dinwiddle,  C.  H.  Nol- 
way  C.  H.  Henderson  ville,  Hungry  town,  Dou- 
e  Bridge,  Haleys,  Willies,  Bibb's  Perry,  and 
cottsbure,  to  Halifax  C.  H. 
Prom  Petersburg,  by  Prince  George,  Cabin 
otnt.  Surrey  C.  H.  Smithfield,  Everitt's  Bridge, 
ufiblk,  abd  Portsmouth,  to  Norfolk. 
The  mail  may  be  sent  from  Smiihfield,  by 
leepy  Hole  Ferry,  and  thence  to  Suffolk,  when 
le  road  and  ferry  are  in  conrenient  repair. 


From  Petersburg  to  City  Point. 

From  Petersburg,  bv  Sussex  C.  H.  Jerusalem 
and  South  QrUay,  to  Murfreesboro',  North  Caro- 
lina. 

From  Hicks's  Ford,  by  Smith's  store,  to  Mur- 
freesboro'. 

From  HarrisvHIe,  by  Field's  Mill,  Cluarles ville, 
M'Farlands,  Lunenburg  C.  H.  Christiansvilie, 
Marshallsville,  Mecklenburg  C.  H.  St.  Tamma- 
ny's and  Gke's  Bridge,  to  Harrlsville. 

From  Percivalls.  by  Westward  Mill,  Mason's, 
Belfield,  and  Hicks's  ford,  to  Halifax,  N^orth  Car- 
olina. 

From  Hicks's  ford,  by  Cross  Keys,  Bethlehem, 
and  Jerusalem,  to  Suffolk. 

From  Billips's  to  Hicks's  ford. 

From  West  Middletown,  Pennsylvania,  by 
Brook  C.  H.  and  Short  Creek,  to  Wheeling. 

From  Horntown,  by  Accomae  C.  H.  and 
Northampton  C.  H.  to  Norfolk. 

From  West  Liberty,  by  Short  Creek,  to  War- 
ren ton.  O. 

In  Kenittck^,^~'Vrom  Maysville,  by  Washing* 
ton,  Millersborg,  Paris,  Lexington,  Frankfort, 
Springfield,  Greensburg,  Glasgow,  and  Bowling 
Green,  to  Russelsville. 

Prom  Catlettsburg,  by  Gfeenup  C.  H..  John- 
son's Mills,  Vanceburg,  Salt  Works,  Lewis  C. 
H.  and  Flemingsburfl;,  tty  Millersburg,  thence  by 
Mount  Sterling,  andthe  Olympian  Springs,  to 
Catlettsburg. 

From  Cumberland  Gap,  by  BaTboursville,  Rpad 
Forks,  Crab  Orchard,  Stanford,  Danville,  Har- 
rods^urg,  Frankfort,  and  New  Castile,  to  Port 
William. 

From  Roadforks  to  Clay  C.  H. 

From  Washington,  by  Augusta  and  Newport, 
to  Boon  C.  H. 

From  Lexington,  by  Nicholasville,  Richmond 
and  Lancaster,  to  Danville. 

From  Frankfort,  by  Georgetown,  Cynthiana, 
Falmouth,  and  Newport,  to  Cincinnati,  O. 

From  Frankfort,  by  Shelbyville,  Louisville, 
Shepperdsville,Bairclstown,  Springfield, and  Dan- 
ville, to  Casev  C.  H. 

From  Franafort,  by  Middletown,  Bairdstown, 
Bealsbure,  Elizabethtown,  Grangerville,  Hard- 
enburg,  Hartford,  and  Muhleaburg  C.  H.  to  Ros- 
selsville. 

From  Hardenburg,  br  Yellow  Banks,  Hen- 
dersonton,  United  States'  Saline,  In.  T.to  Shaw- 
nee Town,  II.  T.  and  to  Livingston  C.  H. 

From  Russeilsvile,  by  Christian  C.  H.  Eddy- 
ville,  and  Livingston  C  H.  to  Smithland. 

Prom  Stanford,  by  Pulaski  C.  H.  Wayne  C.  H. 
Cumberland,  and  Adair,  to  Greensburg. 

From  Lexington,  by  Winchester  and  Mount 
Sterling,  to  Estill,  C.  H. 

From  Muhlenburg  C.  H.  Hopkins  C.  H.  by 
Harpsburg,  to  Header^  ju. 

In  North  CdroUna,  —  From  Warrenton,  by 
Loutsburg,  Raleigh,  Averyshoro',  Fayetteville, 
Lumberton,  and  Nolands,  to  Barefields,  S.  C. 

From  Suffolk,  Ya.  by  Gates  C.  H.  Eden  ton, 
Lee's  Mills,  PIvmoutb,  Washington,  Newbern, 
Swanaboro',  ana  Wtlmington,  to  Smithville. 
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From  Henry  G.  H.  Va.  to  Germinton. 

From  Qreens7ille,  Va.  by  Scull  Camp,  Moanl 
Airy,  and  Bethania,  to  Salenfk. 

From  Warrenton,  by  WllIiamsboro^  Oxford. 
Persoa  C.  H.  Leesbur^,  Caswell  C.  H.  Lenox 
Castle,  Rockingham  G.  H.  and  GFermanton,  to 
Salem. 

From  Oxford  to  Hill^boro\ 

From  Raleigh,  by  NutthalPs  store,  to  Oxford. 

From  Raleigh,  by  Chapel  Hill,  Hilfisboro', 
Allemaoce.Gk-eensboro',  Salem,  Huntsville,Hoas- 
toaville,  Statesrille,  Island  Ford,  Morgantown, 
and  Ashville,  to  the  Warm  Springs,  and  from 
A^thrille  to  Haywood  C.  H. 

From  Hillsboro,'  by  Moant  Tirzah,  Person  C. 
H.  Williamsville,  and  the  Red  Hoase,  to  Halifax 
C.H.Va. 

From  Hunurille,  by  Rockford,  Hamptonville, 
and  Wilkesboro',  to  Ash  C.  H. 

From  Salem,  by  LexingtoD,  Salisbury,  and 
Concord,  to  Charlotte. 

From  Charlotte  to  Statesville. 

From  Raleigh,  by  Piiuboro',  Randolph  C.  H. 
Salisbury,  Beattysford,  Grahams,  Lincolnton,  and 
Rutherfordlon,  to  Spartansburg,  S.  C. 


wood,  to  Fayetteville. 

From  Fayetierille,  by  Rockingham,  Wades- 
boro',  Springville,  and  Tiodallsville.  to  Salisbury. 

From  Fayeiteyille,  by  Laurel  Hill,  to  Win- 
fields  ville.  a.  C. 

From  Warreoton,  bv  Jones's  store,  Halifax^ 
Northampton  C.  H.  IVlurfreesborough,  Winton, 
Coleraine,  Windsor,  EJenton.  Hartford,  Nixon- 
ton,  Elizabeth,  Camden  C.  H.  (adiantown,  Curri- 
tuck C.  H.  and  Tail's  Creek,  to  North  West 
Bridge,  Va. 

From  Elizabeth  to  New  Lebanon. 

From  Warrenion,  by  Ransom's  Bridge^iU*s 
store,  NashC.  H.  Tarborough,  Qreen ville,  Wash- 
ington, Bath,  Woodstock,  and  Qermanton,  to 
Lake  Landing,  on  Mattamuskeet. 

From  Halifax,  by  Enfield,  Mount  Prospect,  to 
Tarborough. 

From  Raleigh  to  Nash  C.  H. 

From  Halifax,  by  Scotland  Neck,  Hamilton, 
Williamston,  Jamestown,  Plymouth,  and  Wash- 
ington C.  H.  to  Scuppernong. 

From  Raleigh,  by  Smithfield,  Waynesboro'i 
Kingston,  and  Newbiero,  to  Beaufort. 

From  Kinston  to  Snowbill. 

From  Fayetteville,  by  Sampson  C.  H.  Duplin 
C.  H.  and  South  Washington,  to  Wilmingtqoi 

From  Fayetteville,  by  Elizabethtown,  to  Wil- 
mington. 

From  Elizabethtown  to  Marsh  Castle. 

Jn  T^neatee.— From  Abingdon,  Va.  by  Blounts- 
rilte,  Rossville,  Rogersville,  Whitesides.  Bean's 
Station,  Rutledge,  Knox  ville,  Campbell,  Mere- 
dith, Kingston,  Hartlevs.  Alexanders,  White 
Plains,  Carthage,  Dixon's  Sprin?s,  Cairo,  Galla- 
tin, Heodersonviile,  Nashville,  Franklin,  and  Co- 
lumbia, to  the  Big  Spring. 

From  Blotttttsville,  by  Jonesborougli,  Oreea- 


▼ille.  Cheek's  Cross  Roads,  and  Diodri^io 
Knoxvilie. 

From  Jonesborough,  by  Elizabeth  town,  to  As< 
C>  H.,  N.  C 

From  the  Warm  Springs,  N.  C.  bf  Nevpo; 
Seviervillp,  Knoxvilie,  Clinton,  and  Cbitrooda 
Pulaski,  K. 

From  Newport,  by  Cheek's  Cross  Roadf^BflM 
Station,  Tazewell,  and  Powell's  Vallejr,toCi& 
berland  Gap. 

From  Knoxvilie,  by  MarysTiUe,  TelieoJmf 
River,  Vanstown,  Turkeytown,  near  the  joociiA 
ofKooseand  TaSipoose  river,  being  tbeheih' 
Alabama  river,  to  Fort  Stoddert,  oodieMii! 
river,  M.  T. 

From  Carthage  to  Lebanon. 

From  Carthage  to  Fort  Blount. 

From  Nashville,  by  Charlotte,  HicknaoC 
H.  and  Humphrevs  C.  H.  to  Charlotte. 

From  Nashville,  by  Springfield,  to  hsL- 
Tille,  K. 

From  Springfield,  by  Port  Royal,  Cltrbrillt, 
and  Palmyra,  to  Stewart  C.  H.  and  fromtiieett 
to  EddyviHe,  in  the  State  of  Keotockf . 

From  Kingston,  by  Rhea  C.  H.  Bledsof  C.E 
Warren,  and  Jefferson,  to  Nashville. 

From  Wayne  C.  H.  Kentucky,  bf  OreruaC. 
H.  and  Wbite  Plains,  to  White  C.  H. 

From  Columbia,  by  Shelby  ville,  Winciiester. 
Favetteville,  Huntsriile,  M.  T.  and  Poia}ki,» 
Cslumbia. 

From  Bledsoe  C.  H.  to  Franklin  C.  E 

/a  South  Carolina. — From  Barefields,bf  Pon'^ 
ferrv,  China  Grove,  Gkorgetowo,  Cbarlsisi 
JacKsonboro'f  Pocot:iligo,  and  Coosa wbatekie,id 
Savannah,  Qa. 

From  Greenville,  by  Pickens  ville,  Peo^ktoi 
C.  H.  and  Hattensford,  to  Camesville,  Ga. 

From  Winfieldsville,  by  CherawC.  ECia- 
den,  Columbia,  Edgefield  C.  H.  and  dabsl' 
town,  to  Augusta  Ga. 

From  Barefields,  by  Marion  C.  E  Iie$W, 
BitheaaviUe,  and  Harpersville,  to  Barefields. 

From  Port's  Ferry,  to  Conwayboroogb. 

From  Wadesborough,  N.  C.  by  Sneedsborond 
Chatham,  Cheraw  C.  H.  and  DarJiogtoaCH. 
to  Port's  Ferry,  on  Lynch  Creek. 

From  Charleston,  by  Monk's  Corner,  Jidq- 
rille..  Statesburg,  Camden,  Chestoat  Ferrf.Pcis' 
store,  Rocky  Mount,  Lansford  aod  Aiexu^ 
to  Charlotte,  to  return  by  Cairo  tad  Liocisia, 
to  Camden. 

From  Columbia,  by  Miersville,  Statesboa 
Sumpterville,  Salem,  &ing$tree,lDdiao(oTD,w 
Willtown,  to  China  Grove. 

From  Columbia,  by  WinnsboroQgb,  Cbesw 
C.  H.  York  C.  H.  PinckneyTUlc,  Onion,  Mww 
ville,  and  Spartanburg,  to  Greenville* 

From  Columbia,  by  Moaticello,  HendeisoM, 
O'Neals,  the  Keys,  Cross  Anchor,  tod  ShickiH- 
fords,  to  Greenville,  return  by  SloDesTillejioaofJ 
store,  Scuffletown,  Huntington,  Popi»  Grort 
and  Springhill,  to  Columbia. 

From  Charleston,  by  Dorchester,  S^^'F' 
Orangeburgh, Colombia,  Newbury  C.  H.  Mi* 
Laurens  C.  H.  Fork  Shoal,  Greeoriiie,  Reedf- 
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tile  aod  CiaytonsrUie,  to  Ash?ille,  N.  C.  to  re- 
am ,by  Murraysvilie,  to  GreeDville. 

From  Greenville,  return  by  Tumbling  Shoal 
nd  Laurens  C.  H.  to  Columbia. 

From  Edgefield,  C.  H.  by  Richardson^,  Cam- 
ridgp,  Abbeville,  and  Rocky  River,  to  Pendle- 
on  C.  H. 

From  Edgefield  C.  H.  by  Long  Miers,  Will- 
igion,  Vienna,  and  Anderson vilie,  to  Pendleton 
u  H. 

From  JacksonbOro',  by  Barnwell,  C.  H.  anc| 
Jampbelltowo,  to  Augusta,  Ga. 

From  Pocotaligo  to  Beaufort. 

From  Charlotte,  N.  C,  to  York  C.  H. 

From  Petersburg,  Ga.  to  Vienna. 

In  Georgia.'^From  Savannah,  by  Bryan  C. 
I.  Darien,  and  Brunswick,  to  St.  Mary'if. 

From  Augusta,  by  Lincoloton,  Petersburg,  aqd 
Slbertoo,  to  Franklin  C.  H. 

From  Augusta,  by  Colombia  C.  H.  Washing- 
)n,  Lexington,  Athens,  Watkiosville,  and  Clarl^- 
oro\  to  Jefferson. 

From  Augusta,  by  Columbia  C.  H.  Warren* 
)Q,  Sparta,  Milledgeville,  and  Jones  C.  H.  to 
lawkins,  on  the  Oakmulgee  river,  and  from 
bence  to  Coweta. 

From  Milledgeville,  by  Putnam  C.  H.  Morgan 
/.  H.  and  Watkiosville,  to  Athens. 

From  Darien,  by  Jones's,  to  Milledgeville. 

From  Morgan  C.  H.  to  Randolph  C.  H. 

From  Milledgeville  to  Saundersville. 

From  Augusta,  by  Waynesboro',  Louisville, 
veorgetown,  Warren  ton,  Powelton  and  Greens- 
oro',  to  Washington. 

From  Augusta,  by  Jackson boro',  to  Savannah. 

From  Riceboro'  to  Suobury. 

In  MisnBsippL—Ftom  the  Big  Spring,  by 
^ar  Creek,  MUotoshville,  Walput  Hill,  St.  Ai- 
»aos,  Grindstone  Ford,  Port  Gibson,  Greenville, 
Vasbittgtoo,  Natchez,  Ellis'  ferry,  and  Loftus 
leights,  to  Pinckney  ville. . 

From  M'Intosh ville,  or  WJiite  Oak  Creek,  by. 
i'ori  St.  Stephens,  to  Fort  Sioddert. 

From  Coweta,  by  Tackabachy,  Tensaw^  and 
^ort  Stoddert,  to  Pascagoola  River. 

In  Orleans  Territory. — From  Pinckneyville, 
y  Baton  Rouge,  Abbeville,  La  Fouche,  or  Hou- 
Eias,  St.  Charles,  to  Bali^e. 

From  La  Fourche,  by  Point  Coupee,  Opeloosa, 
nd  Rapid,  to  Natchixoclies. 

From  Pascagoola  river  to  New  Orleans. 

See.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  from 
nd  after  the  first  day  of  June  next,  all  post  roads 
heretofore  established  bv  any  act  of  Congress  of 
be  United  States,  shall  be  and  the  same  are 
tereby  discontinued :  FroMed,  That  nothing 
terein  contained  shall  be  construed  so  as  to  affect 
ioy  existing  contracts. 

Approved,  April  28, 1810. 


lishment,  their  heirs  or  assigosi  entitled  to  bounty 
lands  within  the  tract  reserved  by  Virginia,  be- 
tween tbe  Little  Miami  and  Sciota  rivers,  for 
satisfying  the  legal  bounties  to  her  officers  and. 
soldiers  upon  continental  establishment,  shall  be 
allowed  a  further  term  of  five  years,  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  obtain  warrants 
and  complete  their  locations,  and  a  further  term 
of  seven  years,  from  and  aDer  the  passage  of  thia 
act  as  aforesaid,  to  return  their  surveys  and  war- 
rants, or  certified  copies  of  warrants,  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  War  department,  anything  in  any 
former  act  to  the  contrary  notwithf>tandio^: 
Provided^  That  no  locatlops  as  aforesaid^  withta 
the  above-mentioned  tract,  shall,  after  the  passing 
of  this  act,  be  made  on  tracts  of  land  for  whicE 
patents  had  previously  been  issued,  or  which  had 
been  previously  surveyed ;  and  any  patent  which 
may  nevertheless  be  obtained  for  land  located 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  section,  shall 
be  considered  as  null  land  void. 
Approved,  March  16, 181Q. 


U  Act  to  extend  the  time  fur  locating  Virginia  mili- 
tary Und  warrants,  and  for  returning  the  surveys 
thereon  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War. 

Bt  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  officers  and  sol- 
tiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  coattoeatal  eslab- 


An.Act  concerning  lavalid  Pensioners. 

Be  it  enacted,  4^.,  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  place  the  follow- 
ing named'  persons,  whose  names  have  been 
transmitted  to  Cangress,  pursuant  to  a  law  passed 
the  tenth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  six,  on  the  pension  list  of  invalid  pensionera 
of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  rates,  and 
to  comn;ience  at  the  times  herein  mentioned,  that 
ia  to  say :  ^ 

Gideon  Griggs^  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  ninth 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
nine. 

Elijah  Brainard,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  pev 
month,  to  commence  on  the  sixtb  day  of  Novem-. 
her,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Benjamin  Cotton,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  JaOuary,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

William  Smart,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  second  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

John  Union,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  per  month,  to  commence  bo  the  sixth  day 
of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  eichu 

Edward  Grant,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
seventy  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
twenty-third  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred 
and  nine. 

Peleg  Smith,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
thirty-three  and  one-third  cents  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  tenth  day  of  January,  eighteea 
hundred  and  nice. 

Nathaniel  Ladd^  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  iwentjr- 
eignth  day  of  January,  eighteen  himdred  and 
nine. 

John  Reed,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per  month, 
to  commence  on  the  thirty-fir^t  day  of  October 
eiffhteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Joseph  Slack,  at  t^e  rate  of  two  dollara  and 
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thirty-three  and  ooe-third  cents  per  month,  to 
coiDDieoce  on  the  seven teenlh  day  of  Octooer, 
eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Satnael  Sterns,  at  the  rale  of  two  dollars  and 
fiAy  cents  per  naonth,  to  commence  on  the  twen- 
tietii  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  eight. 

Bnos  Petett,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fifth  day  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Jonathan  Perkins,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  third  day  of  May, 
dffhteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Toney  Twiney,at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on 
the  twenty-third  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred 
and  eight. 

James  Way  land,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
thirty  three  and  one-third  cents  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  January, 
eighteen  hundred  tind  nine. 

David  Hurd,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on 
the  twenty-third  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred 
and  ei^ht. 

Squire  Boon,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  nintli  day  of  Sep- 
tember, eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Henry  Shaw,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  seven- 
teenth day  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

^nintin  Mooie,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and 
sixty-six  and  two-third  cents  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  August,  eight- 
een hundred  and  nine. 

Robert  Baird.  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars  per 
month,  to  comfiaeoce  oo  the  sixth  day  of  May, 
eighteen  hundred  and  nine.  > 

George  Tennell,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars^ and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  fifth 
day  of  Decern  her,  eighteen  hundred  and  eight. 

£dward  Lloyd,  at  the  rate  of  thirteen  dollant 
and  thirty-three  and  one-third  cents  per  month, 
to  commence  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

John  McChesney,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars 
thirty-three  and  one-third  cents  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  twentieth  day  of  Febroary, 
eighteen  hundred  and  ten. 

Benjamin  Strother,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars 
and  thirty-three  and  one-third  cents  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  fifth  day  of  October,  eighteen 
hundred  and  nine. 

Gkorge  Cress,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fiftv  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  sev- 
enth day  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

James  Howard,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  third 
day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Newman  Landman,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars 
and  thirty-three  and  one-third  cents  per  month, 
to  commence  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

/John  Powell,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
thirty-three  and  one-third  cents  per  month,  to 
commence  oo  the  twentieth  of  November,  eight- 
een bundr^  and  nine. 


George  Benedict,  at  the  rate  of  three  doib 
and  thirty-three  and  one-4hird  cents  per  mcsi, 
to  commence  on  the  twenty-secood  dajrof.Nj* 
vember,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Philip  Philips,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollats  w. 
^f\y  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  thetweatr- 
ninth  day  of  November^  eighteen  baodred  iik 
nine. 

Peter  Conyne,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  tweniT-eigbth  dtr 
of  November,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

James  Buxton,  at  the  rate  of  fonr  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-secooddaycf 
December,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

John  Crookshanks,  at  the  rate  of  two  doIiiR 
and  fiAy  cents  per  month,  to  commenee  on  ik 
twentieth  day  of  December,  eighteen  hnodtd 
and  nine. 

John  Gilbert,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  ai^ 
fifty  cents  per  nionth,  to  commence  ob  the  seed 
day  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  aod  eighi 

Simeon  Gibbs,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  d 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commenee  on  the  tves 
tv-eigfath  nay  of  March,  eighteen  boodied  aad 
eight. 

James  Berry, at  the  rate  of  one  dolltraodaxtf- 
six  and  two- third  cents  per  month,  to  comoescc 
00  the  ninth  day  of  September,  etghteeo  boo^ 
and  nine.    ^ 

James  Warson,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  ad 
thirty-three  and  one-third  centos  per  month.to  COS- 

mence  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  SepteiolH, 
eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Joseph  Shayler,  at  the  rate  of  tweotf  dolias 
p^r  month,  to  commenee  on  the  twelfth  dajfi 
February,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

James  Munn,  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollais » 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eighteenth  daf  of 
March,  eighteen  hnndred  and  nine. 

Joseph  Keed,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars a» 
thirty-three  and  one-third  cents  per  mooti^ 
commence  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  March,  eip 
een  hundred  and  nine. 
'  Charles  Kilgore,  at  the  rate  of  two  doUanaM 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  t»ea* 
ty  eighth  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  aiflfc 

Ambrose  Lewis,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  inontb.  to  commence  oo  the  piaf- 
teenth  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  aod  niw- 

John  Newman,  at  the  rate  of  tcndollaRp«r 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twcntf •«^^''^  "^ 
of  October,  eighteen  hnndred  and  nine. 

Joseph  Noyes,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars «« 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  w^j'^'J 
ty-cighth  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  m 
nine.  ,  „       . 

Aaron  Brinck,  at  the  rate  of  fire  dolUrs  pfj 
month,  to  commence  on  the  !wcoiy-«xw"^"" 
January,  eigteen  hundred  and  nine. 

David  Hamilton,  at  the  rate  of  fi*«  ^'f  f  ^^ 
month,  to  commence  on  the  iwenty-six^h  ^^^ 
January,  eighteen  hundred  and  dioe. 

Hackalia  Dooliltle,  at  the  rate  of  twodolan 
and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  ^a/^^ 
twenty-fifth  day  of  January,  eighteen  huntfff. 
89d  nine. 
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Peter  Harford,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  moDth,  to  commeoceoo  the  eighth 
day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  ten. 

John  Wood,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  third  day 
of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  ten. 

Thomas  Qoodrum,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
fourteenth  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
ten. 

John  Smith,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-eighth  oay 
of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Jared  Dunean,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eighth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  nine, 

John  Martin,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  cooHnence  on  the  twen- 
ty-first day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  ten. 

Gerardus  Dingman,  at  the  rate  of  fire  dollars 
er  month  to  commence  on  the  fiAeenth  day  of 
anuary,  eighteen  hundred  and  ten. 

Donald  McDonald,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
twentieth  day  of  January,  eighteen, hundred  and 
ten. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
pensions  of  the  following  persons  already  placed 
on  the  pension  lint  of  the  United  States,  whose 
claims  for  an  increase  of  pension  have  been  trans- 
mitted to  Congress,  pursuant  to  the  act  aforesaid, 
be  increased  to  the  sums  herein  respectively  an- 
aexed  to  their  Bames:  the  said  increase  to  com- 
neoceatthe  times  herein  mentioned,  that  is  to  say : 

William  Little,  five  doUtrs  per  month,  to  com- 
neDce  on  the  tweniy-seoond  of  November,  eight- 
len  hundred  and  nine. 

Walker  Baylor,  twenty  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  December, 
Mshtcen  hundred  and  eight. 

Isaac  Bennett,  three  dollars  and  thirty-three 
lad  ooe-tbicd  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on 
be  twenty-sixtb  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and 
line. 

ThooMt  Carbart,  five  dollars  pec  month,  to 
ommenceon  the  twenty-fint  of  Febraary,  eight- 
«n  bandred  and  nine. 

David  Weaver,  five  dollars  per  month,  tocom- 
Aeoe«  on  the  fourlb  of  September,  eighteen  bnn- 
jred  and  nine. 

Josias  Smith,  ten  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
Aeoce  on  the  eleventh  of  May,  eighteen  hundred 
nd  nine. 

Abiel  Knapp,  three  dollars  and  thirty-three  and 
ne- third  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
areoty-seveath  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and 
ight. 

Peter  D.  Demarest,  five  dollars  per  month,  to 
ommeoce  on  the  seventh  of  January,  eighteen 
uodred  and  nine. 

Kerley  Ward,  three  dollars  and  thirty-three 
nd  one-third  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on 
le  tenth  of  January,  eiffhteen  liundred  and  nine. 
John  Utter,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
lenee  on  the  third  of  January^  eighteen  hundred 
nd  ten.  ^ 

llthCosf.  2d  Sess. 


Lee  Lay,  six  dollars  and  sixty-six  and  two- 
third  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  fourth 
of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Henry  Cone,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  rburth  of  December,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  nine. 

Elihu  Sabin,  three  dollars  thirty-three  and  one- 
third  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  third 
of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine* 

Simon  Crosby,  three  dollars  thirty-three  and 
one-third  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
twentieth  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and 
nine. 

William  Tarbell.  three  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  third  of  June,  eighteen  hundred 
and  nine. 

Jeremiah  Markham,  five  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  third  of  June,  eighteen  hundred 
and  nine. 

John  Wakelee,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  eom- 
mence  on  the  first  of  September,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  eight. 

David  Orcutt,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com* 
mence  on  the  fifteenth  of  March,  eighteen  hunr 
dred  and  nine. 

Jedediah  Brown,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  fourteenth  of 
October,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighL 

Stephen  Hempstead,  three  dollars  and  seventy* 
five  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  third 
of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Isaac  Finch,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  twenty-first  of  July,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  eight. 

Richard  Lamb,  three  dollars  thirty-three  and 
one-third  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
first  of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  eight. 

Solomon  Stark,  three  dollars  and  seventy-five 
cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  thirteenth 
of  Feoruary,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Nathan  Hawley,  three  dollars  thirty-three  and 
one-third  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
twenty-sixth  of  Mav,  eighteen  hundred  and  eight. 

Samuel  French,  nve  dollars  per  month,  to  com-, 
mence  pn  the  twenty-sixth  of  May,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eight. 

Nero  Hawley,  three  dollars,  thirty-three  and 
one-third  oenu  per  month,  to  commenee  on  the 
twenty-sizth  or  May,  eighteen  hundred  and 
eight. 

Zeba  Woodwortb,  five  dollars  per  osoath,  to 
commence  on  the  fifth  of  September,  eighteen 
hundred  and  nine. 

Annanias  Tubfas,  two  dollars  fifur  cents  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fifteenth  of  Mareh, 
eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Jonas  AdamSj  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com* 
mence  on  the  sixth  of  February,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  nine. 

Moses  Smith,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  ninth  of  February,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  ten. 

Abraham  Sawyer,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  sixteenth  of  No- 
vember, eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Elias  Barron,  five  dollars  per  niontb,  lo  eom* 
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menee  on  the  sixth  of  June,  eighteen  hundred 
and  nine. 

Richard  Croueb,  five  doHafs  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  twelfth  of  April,  eighteen  handred 
and  nine. 

Joseph  Johnson,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  eighteenth  of  March,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  nine. 

Jeremiah  Robblns,  three  dollars  thirty-three 
and  one-third  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on 
t^ethirtieth  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Abner  Kent,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  thirtieth  of  January,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  nine. 

James  Cobey,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  sixteenth  of  May,  eighteen  hundred 
and  nine. 

George  Yaaghan,  thirteen  dollars  thirty-three 
and  one-third  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on 
the  twelfth  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  ten. 

Statts  tiammond,  five  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  eighteenth  of  December^ 
eighteenhundred  and  nine. 

Bartlett  Hawkins,  ^r^  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  eighth  of  March,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  ten. 

William  Foster,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  sixteenth  of  December,  eighteen 
hundred  and  nine. 

Samuel  Johnston,  five  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen 
hundred  and  nine. 

Sbc.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
Secretary  of  War  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to 
{>lace  Andrew  Pinkerton  on  the  pension  list  of 
invalid  pensioners  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
pay  him  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and  thirty 
cents  and  one-third  of  a  cent  per  month,  com- 
mencing on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  August, 
eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 
'  Sfio.  4.  ilnd6et<^r/A«r«7iacfec2,  That  the  sev- 
eral sums  specifically  appropriated  by  this  act, 
fl^all  be  paid  out  of  any  mobeys  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  27, 1810. 


An  Act  piovtdiBg  for  the  pxinting  and  distributiiif 
of  sach  Uwik  of  the  Umted  States  ••  nei^Mt  the 

public  lands. 

Bb  it  etnetedj  ^  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  and  be  is  hereby  authorised  to 
cause  to  be  collected  in  one  voIun»e,  aod  arranged, 
the  several  laws  of  the  United  States,  resolutions 
of  the  Coogrese  under  the  Confederation,  trea'- 
ties  and  proclamations  that  have  operation  and 
respect  to  the  public  lands:  and  to  cause  twelve 
hundred  copies  to  be  printed,  one  of  which  shaU 
be  transniitted  to  each  of  the  existing  land  boards 
of  commissioners  for  settling  land  claims*  and  a 
copy  to  eacii  of  the  registers  and  receivers  of 
public  moneys  of  the  several  land  offices  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  residue  of  the  said  copies 
shall  be  preserved  for  the  future  dispoetiion  of 
Congress. 

Appcoved,  April  37, 1810. 


An  Act  providing  for  the  better  acoooiiftoditioQtfftt 
General  Post  Office  and  Patent  Office,  tod  ibr»4B 
purposes. 

Be  it  enacted^  fc,  That  the  President  of  tk 
United  States  be  and  hereby  is  aQtborizedioeR& 
or  procure  by  purchase,  a  building  suitable  for  tkt 
accommodation  of  the  General  Post  Offiee  u^ 
of  the  office  of  the  keeper  of  the  psteots,  in  sad 
situation  and  finished  in  such  manner  as  the  icter- 
est  of  the  United  States  and  the  safety  tod  C6^ 
venience  of  those  offices  respectivelj,  ind  tk 
arrangement  of  the  models  in  the  Patent  Oi&ce 
shall  in  his  opinion  reooire. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thittiie 
President  of  the  United  States  beanj  herebjb 
authorized  to  cause  the  City  Post  Office  and  i)k 
offices  of  the  Superintendent  aod  Sarreyoroftbe 
City  of  Washington  to  be  imtnedialely  remors^ 
from  the  public  building  west  of  the  Presideii's 
House,  and  that  he  cause  to  be  boih  witiiia  ik 
said  public  building  as  many  fire-proof  rooms u 
shall  be  sufficient  for  the  coorenieot  depositecf 
all  the  public  papers  and  records  of  the  Uooet 
States  belonging  to  or  in  the  custody  of  the  Stale, 
War,  or  Navy  Departments. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbat  tJK^ffl 
of  twenty  thousand  dollars  be  appropriated  for tbe 
purposes  expressed  in  this  actjOatofaoyiDOBep 
10  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  28, 1810. 


Ab  Act  providing  for  the  sale  of  oeitain  laadi  aft< 
Indiana  Tenitofy,  and  for  other  porpoM. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  all  tbat  tract  of  )n^ 
to  which  the  Indian  title  was  extiaguiihed  by  tite 
treaty  made  at  Fort  Wayne  on  the  tbir(ieih(hf 
of  September,  in  the  year  one  thoasaod  v^t 
hundrad  and  nine,  lyins  west  and  adjolDii^to 
the  boundary  line  est4bTished  by  the  Trettyef 
Qreenvjtle,  sbali  be  attached  to  and  madeajart 
of  the  dietrict  of  Cincinnati;  aod  the  residHeof 
the  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  wai  eitio' 
guisbed  by  the  said  treaty,  and  other  treaties aiie 
at  Vincennes  in  the  same  year,  shall  beatuebfi! 
to  Md  made  a  part  of  the  distriet  of  Yiaceoie. 
And  the  said  lands,  with  the  ezccpcioa  of seetwi 
number  afixteon,  which  shall  bereserrediDeici 
township  for  the  uae  of  schools  witbia  tbeaw 
shall  be  ofiered  for  sale  to  the  biffbat  biddrr 
under  tile  direction  of  the  register  of  tbelaodoBH 
and  of  the  receiver  of  public  moneys,  at  the  pu^ 
respectively  where  the  land  offices  are  k«pt,iM 
on  such  day  or  daya  as  shall  by  prosiaaauog  j 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates  be  desiguM 
for  tbat  pu  rpose.  The  sales  shall  reaitn  opN  » 
Cincinnati  one  week,  and  at  ViDcenaes  tw« 
weeks,  and  no  kmger.  The  laodsahatl  act  be ni^ 
fur  lesa  than  two  dolfaara  an  acre,  and  sbiu  n 
every  other  respect  be  sold  in  tiactt  of  the  a* 
size,  and  on  the  same  ternle  and  conditioosi  vbtrt 
been  or  nwy  be  provided  for  lands  sold  in  tbenv 
districto.    All  the  lands  in  the  said  tracts,  v) 


the  exception  abovemeotioned,  remaioiojf 


^^ ^  DM*; 

at  the  close  of  the  said  aahes,  mtj  be  dispose^^ 
at  private  aaie  by  the  register  ot  tbe  respecoK 
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land  offices,  in  the  «aine  maniierj  uader  the  same 
regulations,  for  the  tame  price,  and  on  the  same 
terms  aod  cooditioas,  as  are  or  may  he  provided 
by  law  for  the  sale  of  lands  in  the  same  districts; 
and  patents  shall  be  obtained  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  on  the  same  terms,  as  for  other  pabiie 
lands  sold  in  the  same  districts. 

Sbc.2.  Atidbe^JurtheremUUdf  That  the ser- 
eral  superintendents  of  public  sales,  directed  hv 
this  act,  shall  receive  foar  dollars  a  day,  for  each 
day's  attendftBoe  on  the  said  sales. 

8sc.  9.  And  b^  it  figriher  enacted^  That,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  Jane  neir,  the  second 
principal  meridian  by  the  Surveyor  Gkneral  in 
tbe  ladiana  Territory  shall  be  the  boan^ry  be- 
tween the  distriets  of  Vincennes  and  Jefferson- 
Title;  and  the  lands  in  eluded  in  the  said  districts, 
respectirely,  Aceording  to  the  boundaries  above- 
mentioned,  sfaalt  become  a  part  of  the  district  itt 
which  they  are  included,  tnd  shall  be  sold  at  the 
same  place^in  tbe  wme  manner,  and  on  the  same 
terms  and  eonditions,  as  the  other  piiblic  lands 
lyiDf  in  th«  nme  district. 

Sec. 4.  Andbeitjiirthereruietedf  Thatanyper- 
son  or  persons  entitled  to  donation  lands  in  the 
district  of  YiDcennes  by  any  former  resolution  or 
act  of  Congress,  and  wno  were  minors,  or  did  not 
reside  within  the  Indiana  Territory  during  the 
time  allowed  by  law  for  registering  claims  to  land 
within  the  said  district,  and  whose  claims  have 
not  heretofore  been  presented  to  either  of  the 
boards  of  commissioners  for  adjusting  clainiis  to 
land  at  Vincennes  and  Kaskaskia,  may,  crntil  the 
first  day  of  November  neit,  give  notice  in  writ- 
ing to  the  re&f5ter  of  the  land  office  of  the  said 
district  of  their  claims,  and  have  the  evidence  of 
the  same  recorded  in  the  same  manner,  aod  on 
payment  of  ^he  fees  provid^ed  bv  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  making  provision  for  tne  disposal  of  the 
pnblic  lands  in  the.  Indiana  Territory,  and  for 
other  purposes  f  and  the  right  of  any  such  per- 
sons neglecting  to  give  such  notice  of  his  claim, 
and  to  have  the  evidence  of  the  same  recorded, 
shall  become  void,  and  forever  be  barred. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the  re- 
gister of  the  land  office  and  the  receiver  of  public 
moneys  at  Vincennes  shall  perform  tbe  same  duties 
and  exercise  the  same  powers  in  relation  to  the 
claims  filed  with  the  register  under  this  act,  which 
by  the  last  recited  act  were  enjoined  on  or  vested 
in  (he  commissioners  designated  by  the  said  act« 
And  it  shall  alsb  be  the  duty  of  the  said  register 
and  receiver  to  niiake  to  the  Secretanr  of  the 
Treasury  a  report  of  all  the  claims  thus  nied  with 
the  register  of  the  land  office,  together  with  the 
substance  of  the  evidence  adduced  in  support 
thereof,  with  such  remarks  thereon  as  they  may 
think  propr;  which  report,  together  with  a  list 
of  tbe  claims,  which  in  the  opinion  of  the  regis- 
ter and  receiver'  ought  to  be  confirmed,  shall  be 
laid  by  (he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  before  Con- 
gress, at  their  next  session,  for  their  determina- 
tion thereon.  And  the  saiu  register  and  receiver 
shall  each  be  allowed  an  additional  compensa- 
tion of  one  hundred  dollars,  in  full  for  their  ser- 


vices in  relation  to  sueh  claims^  and  one  hundred 
dollars  for  clerk  hire. 

&SC.  6.  And  he  U  further  enacted^  That  a  trtet 
of  land  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  at  and  inclading 
Shawneetown,oa  the  Ohio  river,  shall,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Surveyor  Oenerau,  be  laid  off  into 
town  lots,  streets,  and  avenues,  and  into  out  Iota, 
in  such  manner  and  of  such  dimensions  as  he  may 
judge  proper:  Provided^  The  tract  so  to  be  laid 
off  shall  not  exceed  the  quantity  of  land  contained 
in  two  entire  sections^  nor  the  town  lota  one- 
quarter  of  an  acre  each.  When  the  survey  of  the 
lots  shall  be  completed,  a  plat  thereof  shall  be 
returned  to  the  Surveyor  General,  on  which  the 
town  lots  and  out  lots  shall  be  respectively  des* 
ignated  by  progressive  numbers,  who  shall  cause 
two  copies  to  be  made— K)ne  to  be  transmitted  td 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  other  to 
the  register  of  the  land  office;  and  the  lots  shall 
be  offered  to  the  highest  bidder  at  publio  sale,  at 
the  same  time  and  plac^  on  the  aaroe  terms  aed 
conditions,  (except  as  to  the  quantity  of  land,) 
as  have  or  may  oe  provided  fur  the  sale  of  the 
other  public  lands  in  tbe  said  Territory:  Pravided, 
That  no  town  lot  shall  be  sold  for  a  less  price  tb^n 
eight  dollars,  nor  any  out  lot  for  less  than  at  the 
rate  of  five  dollars  an  acre. 

Approved,  April  30, 1810. 


An  Act  to  extend  the  time  tot  making  payments  for 
public  lands  of  the  United  States,  in  certain  cases. 

.  Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  every  person  who, 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
ei]ght  hundred  and  six,  had  purchased  any  tract 
or  tracts  of  land  of  the  United  States,  not  exceed- 
ing in  the  whole  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  at 
any  of  the  land  offices  established  for  the  dispo- 
sal of  said  lands,  whether  such  purchase  was  made 
at  public  or  private  sale,  (sales  by  virtue  of  a  pre- 
emption right  only  excepted,)  and  whose  lands 
have  not  already  been  actually  sold  or  reverted  lo 
the  United  States  for  non-payment  of  part  of  the 

{iurchase-money,and  who  shall,  for  the  term  of  at . 
east  ode  year  previous  to  the  expiration  of  five 
ye^rs  from  the  date  of  the  purchase  of  the  land, 
pave  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated  any  one 
tract  of  land  thus  purchased,  and  the  time  for 
tnaking  the  last  payment  on  account  of  such  pur* 
chase,  according  to  former  laws,  may  have  expired 
or  shall  expire  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Jano* 
ary  next,  snail  be  i^Uowed  a  further  term  of  two  . 
years  for  the  payment  of  the  residue  of  the  prin^ 
^ipal  due  on  account  of  such  purchase ;  wnich 
further  term  of  two  years  shall  be  calculated  to 
commence  from  the  expiration  of  one  year  from 
and  after  the  day  on  which  tbe  last  payment  on 
account  of  such  purchase  should,  according  to 
former  laws,  have  become  due,and  shall  beallowed 
only  on  the  following  conditions,  that  is  to  say : 
first,  that  all  the  arrears  of  interest  on  the  land 
purchased  to  the  end  of  one  year,  from  and  after 
the  day  on  which  the  last  pavment  on  account  of 
such  purchase  should,  according  to  former  laws, 
have  necome  due,  shall  have  been  paid  at  or  be- 
fore the  end  of  such  year  \  second,  that  the  resiiue 
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of  the  sum  doe  od  account  of  the  priocipal  of  such 
parcbftse  shall  be  paid,  with  interest  thereon,  in 
two  equal  annual  payments,  viz:  one-half  of  the 
said  residue,  with  the  interest  which  may  then  be 
due  thereon,  within  one  year;  and  the  other  half 
of  the  said  residue,  with  the  interest  which  may 
then  be  due  thereon,  within  two  years  after  the 
expiration  of  one  year,  from  and  after  the  day  on 
which  the  last  payment  on  account  of  such  pur- 
chase should,  according  to  former  laws,  have  be- 
come doe.  And  in  case  of  failure  in  paying  either 
the  arrears  of  interest,  or  each  of  tlie  two  instal- 
ments of  principal,  with  the  accruing  interest,  at 
the  time  and  times  abovementioned.  the  tract  of 
land  shall  be  forthwith  advertised  and  offered  for 
sale  in  the  manner  and  on  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions now  prescribed  for  the  sale  of  lands  pur- 
chased from  the  United  States,  and  not  paid  for 
within  the  limited  time;  and  shall  revert  in  like 
manner  to  the  United  States,  if  the  sum  due,  with 
interest^  be  not  at  such  sale  bidden  and  paid. 

And  in  eases  where  any  tract  or  tracts  of  land, 
not  in  the  whole  exceeding  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  which  have  since  the  6rgt  daj  of  January 
last  reverted  to  the  United  States  for  default  of 
payment,  the  original  purchaser  may  again  enter 
the  same  tract  or  tracts.  And  all  moneys  which 
such  original  purchaser  may  have  paid  shall  be 
replaced  to  his  credit  by  the  receiver  of  public 
moneys  of  the  respective  land  offices;  and  such 
repurchasers  shall  be  allowed  the  same  benefits 
of  the  exteosion  of  the  time  of  paymeot,  created 
by  this  act,  as  though  no  such  reversion  had  oc- 
curred :  Provided,  Such  original  purchaser  shall 
make  to  the  proper  land  officer  such  application 
for  such  re-entry  as  is  required  by  law  for  the 
entry  of  lands,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June 
next,  and  the  land  so  reverted  shall  not  have  then 
been  previously  resold^ 

Approved,  April  30, 1810. 


An  Aet  reguktiog  the  Post  Office  Establishment. 

Be  ii  enacted,  f  c,  That  there  be  established, 
at  the  seat  of  Qovernment  of  the  United  States, 
a  General  Post  Office,  under  the  direction  of  a 
Postmaster  General.  The  Postmaster  General 
shaii  appoint  two  assistants,  and  such  clerks  as 
may  be  necessarv  for  performing  the  business  of 
his  office.  He  shall  establish  post  offices  and  ap- 
point postmasters  at  all  such  places  as  shall  appear 
to  him  expedient  on  the  post  roads  that  are  or 
may  be  established  by  law.  He  shall  give  his 
assistants,  the  postmasters,  and  all  other  persons 
whom  he  shall  employ,  or  who  may  be  employed 
in  any  of  the  departments  of  the  General  Post 
Office,  instructions  relative  to  their  duty.  He 
shall  provide  for  the  carriage  of  the  mail  on  all 
post  roads  that  are  or  may  be  established  by  law, 
and  as  often  as  he,  having  regard  to  the  product- 
iveness thereof,  and  other  circumstances,  shall 
think  proper.  He  may  direct  the  route  or  road, 
where  there  are  more  than  one  between  places 
designated  by  law  for  a  post  road,  which  route 
shall  be  considered  the  post  road.  He  shall  ob- 
tam  from  the  postmasters  their  accounts  and 


vouchers  for  their  receipts  and  expenditures  nse 
in  three  months,  or  onener,  with  the  btlsBees 
thereon  arising  in  favor  of  the  Gkneral  PostO&e. 
He  shall  pay  all  expeoaee  which  may  arise  ii 
conducting  the  Post  Office,  and  in  the  coorej* 
ance  of  the  mail,  and  all  other  necessary  expe&sa 
arising  on  the  collection  of  the  rerenae  and  msi- 
agement  of  the  General  Post  Office.  He  t\a& 
prosecute  offences  against  the  Post  Office  Esisb^ 
iishment.  He  shall  once  in  three  months  render 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trensnry  a  quarterly  ic- 
count  of  all  the  receipts  and'  expenditures  in  the 
said  Department,  to  be  adjusted  and  setded  as 
other  public  accounts.  He  shall  nlao  anpcnatead 
the  busioesa  of  the  Department  in  all  the  doties 
that  are  or  may  be  assigned  to  it:  Fracided,  That, 
in  case  of  the  death,  resignation^  or  removal  froa 
office,  of  the  Postmaster  General,  all  his  dotiei 
shall  be  performed  by  his  senior  aaebtant,  Ofiiil  a 
successor  shall  be  appointed,  and  arrive  at  tbe 
General  Post  Office,  to  perform  the  bnsineas. 

Sec.  2.  AndbeitJurtherenacUd^  That  the  Post- 
master (General,  and  all  other  peraona  employed 
in  the  General  Post  Office,  or  in  the  cnre,eQstodf, 
or  conveyance,  of  the  mail,  shall,  previous  to  ra- 
tering  upon  the  duties  assigned  to  them,  ortlie 
execution  of  their  trusts,  and  before  they  sballte 
entitled  to  receive  any  emolument  therefor,  n- 
spectively  take  and  subscribe  the  followin|  oatk 
or  affirmation,  before  some  magistrate,  and  cans 
a  certificate  thereof  to  be  filed  in  the  General  P«: 
Office :  "  I,  A  B,  do  swear  (or  affirna,  as  the  ca« 
may  be)  that  1  will  faithfulljr  perform  all  tbe 
duties  required  of  me,  and  abstain  from  everj(liifi{ 
forbidden  by  the  laws  in  relation  to  the  estaUisih 
mentof  the  Post  Office  and  post  ronds  within  tbe 
United  States."  £ver|r  person  who  shall  be  ia 
any  manner  employed  in  the  care,  custody,  eoa- 
veyance.  or  management,  of  the 'mail,  shall  be 
subject  to  all  the  jwina,  penalties,  and  forfeitam 
for  violating  the  injunctions,  or  neglectiog  tlM 
duties  required  of  him  by  the  laws  reTatisg  totk 
establishment  of  the  Post  Office  and  post  roads, 
whether  such  person  shall  have  taken  the  oaihot 
affirmation  above  prescribed  or  not. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itfurther  enacUd^  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Postmaster  General  to  proride 
by  contract  for  the  carriage  of  the  mail  on  aaj 
road  on  which  a  staffe,  wagon,  or  other  stage  car- 
riage, shall  be  estaUished,  on  condition  that  the 
expense  thereof  shall  notexceed  the  revenue  tbeoee 
arising.  It  shall  also  be  lawful  for  the  Postmas- 
ter General  to  enter  into  contracts,  for  a  term  act 
exceeding  eight  years,  for  extending  the  lice  of 
posts,  and  to  authorize  the  persons  so  coatraetlDf* 
as  a  compensation  for  their  expenses,  to  recein 
during  the  continuance  of  such  contracts,  at  rates 
not  exceeding  those  for  like  distances  established 
by  this  act,  all  the  postage  which  shall  arise  oa 
letters,  newspapers,  magazines,  pamphlets,  aad 
packets,  conveyed  by  any  such  posu;  and  tbe 
roads  designated  in  such  contracts  shall,  duriag 
the  continuance  thereof,  be  deemed  and  coosii^ 
ered  as  post  roads  within  the  provision  of  thisacc 
And  a  duplicate  of  every  such  contract  shall, 
within  sixty  days  after  the  execution  thereof;  be 
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lodged  in  the  office  of.  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Sec. 4.  AndheUfurtTurencLcted^  That  no  other 
than  a  free  white  person  shall  be  employed  in 
carrying  the  mail  of  the  United  States  on  any  of 
the  post  roads,  either  as  a  post-rider  or  driver  of 
a  carriage  carrying  the  mail ;  and  every  contractor 
or  person  who  shall  have  stipulated  or  may  here- 
after stipulate  to  carry  the  mail,  or  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  cause  the  same  to  be  conveyed  on 
any  of  the  post  roads  as  aforesaid,  and  who  shall, 
contrary  to  this  act,  employ  any  other  than  a  free 
white  person  as  a  post-rider  or  driver,  or  in  any 
other  way  to  carry  the  mail  on  the  same,  shall 
for  every  such  offence  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
fifty  dollars — one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to 
the  person  who  shall  sue  for  and  prosecute  the 
same,  before  any  court  having  competent  juris* 
diction  thereof. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it JurCher  enacted.  That  the  Post- 
master General  shall  be  authorized  to  allow  the 
postmasters  at  the  sevieral  distributing  offices  such 
compensation  as  shall  be  adequate  to  their  sev- 
eral services  in  that  respect :  Provided,  That  the 
same  shall  not  exceed,  in  the  whole,  five  per  cent, 
on  the  whole  amount  of  postases  on  letters  and 
newspapers  received  for  dtstributioD :  Provided, 
alsOj  That  if  the  number  of  mails  received  at  and 
despatches  from  any  such  office  is  not  increased 
by  the  distributing  system,  then  no  additional 
allowance  shall  be  made  to  th^  postmaster. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  itjurther  enacted.  That,  when- 
ever it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  tne  satisfaction 
of  the  Postmaster  General  that  any  road  estab- 
lished, or  which  may  hereafter  be  established,  as 
a  post  road,  is  obstructed  by  fences,  gates,  or  bars, 
other  than  those  lawfully  used  on  turnpike  roads 
to  collect  their  toll,  and  not  kept  in  good  repair, 
with  proper  bridges  and  ferries  where  the  same 
may  be  necessary,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Post- 
master General  to  report  the  same  to  Congress, 
with  such  information  as  can  be  obtained^  to  en- 
able Congress  to  establish  some  other  road  instead 
of  it,  in  the  same  main  direction. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  itjurther  enacted.  That,  if  any 
person  shall  knowingly  and  wilfully  obstruct  or 
retard  the  passage  of  the  mail,  or  of  any  driver  or 
carrier,  or  of  any  horse  or  carriage  carrying  the 
same,  he  shalL  upon  conviction,  for  every  such 
offence,  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hpndred  dol- 
lars. And  if  any  ferryman  shall  by  wilful  negli- 
gence or  refusal  to  transpoK  the  mail  across  any 
ferry,  delay  the  same,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for 
each  ten  minutes  that  the  same  shall  be  so  delayed, 
a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  dollars. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  itjurther  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  give 
public  notice  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers 
published  at  the  seat  of  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers 
published  in  the  State  or  States  or  Territory 
where  the  contract  is  to  be  performed,  for  at  least 
six  weeks  before  entering  into  any  contract  for 
carrying  the  mail,  that  such  contract  is  intended 
to  be  made,  and  the  day  on  which  it  is  to  be  con- 


cluded, describing  the  places  from  and  to  which 
such  mail  is  to  be  conveyed,  the  time  at  which  it 
is  to  be  made  up,  and  the  day  and  hour  at  which 
it  is  to  be  delivered.  He  shall,  moreover,  within 
ninety  days  after  the  making  of  any  contract, 
lodge  a  duplicate  thereof,  together  with  the  pro- 
posals which  he  shall  have  received  respecting  it, 
m  the  office  of  the  Comptroller  of  th&  Treasury 
of  the  United  States :  Provided,  That  no  contract 
shall  be  entered  into  for  a  longer  term  than  four 
years. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
postmaster  shall  keep  an  office,  in  which  one  or 
more  persons  shall  attend  on  every  day  on  which 
a  mall  or  bag  or  other  packet  or  parcel  of  lettera 
shall  arrive  by  land  or  water,  as  well  as  on  other 
days,  at  such  hours  as  the  Postmaster  General 
shall  direct,  for  the  purpose  of  performing  the 
duties  thereof;  and  it  shall  be  tne  duty  of  the 
postmaster,  at  all  reasonable  hours,  on  every  day 
of  the  weex,  to  deliver  on  demand  any  letter,  pa- 
per, or  packet)  to  the  person  entitled  to  or  author- 
ized to  receive  the  same ;  and  all  letters  brought 
to  any  post  office  half  an  hour  before  the  time  of 
making  up  the  mail  at  such  office  shall  be  for- 
warded therein,  except  at  such  post  offices  where, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster  Greneral,  it 
requires  inore  time  for  making  up  the  mail,  and 
which  he  shall  accordingly  prescribe;  hut  thia 
shall  in  no  case  exceed  one  hour. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  no 
fees  or  perquisites  shall  be  received  by  any  per- 
son employed  in  the  General  Post  Office  on  ac- 
count of  the  duties  to  be  performed  by  virtue  of 
his  appointment.  .    . 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
following  rates  of  postage  shall  be  charged  on  all 
letters  and  packets  (excepting  such  as  are  here- 
inafter exempted)  conveyed  by  the  posts  of  the 
United  States,  viz:  for  every  letter  composed  of 
a  single  sheet  of  paper,  conveyed  not  exceeding 
forty  miles,  eight  cents ;  over  ninety,  and  not  ex- 
ceeaing  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  twelve  and  a 
half  cents ;  over  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  not 
exceeding  three  hundred  miles,  seventeen  cents; 
over  three  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  five  hun- 
dred miles,  twenty  cents;  over  five  hundred 
miles,  twenty^five  cents.  And  for  every  double 
letter,  or  one  composed  of  two  pieces  of  paper, 
double  those  rates ;  and  for  every  triple  letter,  or 
one  composed  of  three  pieces  of  paper,  triple  those 
rates ;  and  for  every  packet  composed  of  four  or 
more  pieces  of  paper,  or  other  thinff,  and  weigh- 
ing one  ounce  avoirdupois, quadruple  those  rates, 
and  in  that  proportion  for  all  greater  weight: 
Provided,  That  no  packet  of  letters  conveyed 
by  the  water  mail  shall  be  chareed  with  more 
than  quadruple  postage,  unless  the  same  shall 
actually  contain  more  than  four  distinct  letters. 
No  postmaster  shall  be  obliged  to  receive,  to  be 
conveyed  by  the  mail,  any  packet  which  shall 
weigh  more  than  three  pounds:  And  the  postage 
marked  on  any  letter  or  package,  and  charged  on 
the  post  bill,  which  may  accompany  the  same, 
shall,  in  lavor  of  the  postmaster  who  delivers  out 
said  letter)  be  conclusive  evidence  of  the  lawful 
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postage  thereon,  unless  said  letter  shall  be  opened 
in  the  presencie  of  the  said  nostmaster  or  his  clerk. 
Sec.  12.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That 
every  letter  or  packet  brought  into  the  United 
'States,  or  carried  from  one  port  therein  to  ano- 
ther,in  any  private  ship  or  vessel,  shall  be  charged 
with  six  cents,  if  delivered  at  the  post  office 
where  the  same  shall  arrive,  and  if  destined  to 
be  conveyed  by  post  to  any  other  place,  with  two 
cents  added  to  the  ordinary  rates  of  posiage. 

Sec.  13.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  if 
any  postmaster,  or  other  person  authorized  by 
the  Postmaster  (General  to  receive  the  postage  of 
letters,  shall  fraudulently^  demand  or  receive  any 
rate  of  postage,  or  gratuity,  or  reward,  other  than 
is  provided  by  this  act,  for  the  postage  of  letters 
or  packets ;  on  conviction  thereof  he  shall  forfeit, 
for  every  such  offence,  one  hundred  dollars,  and 
shall  be  rendered  incapable  of  holding  any  office 
or  appointment  under  the  Government  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  14.  And  he  it  further  encLcted,  That  no 
ship  or  vessel  arriving  at  any  port  within  the 
United  States,  where  a  post  office  is  established, 
shall  be  permitted  to  report,  make  entry,  or  break 
bulk,  until  the  master  or  commander  shall  have 
delivered  to  the  postmaster  all  letters  directed 
to  any  person  or  persons  within  the  United 
States,  or  the  Territories  thereof  which,  under 
his  care,  or  within  his  power,  shall  be  brought  in 
such  ship,  or  vessel^  except  such  as  are  directed  to, 
the  owner  or  consignee  of  the  ship  or  vessel,  and 
except  also  sucH  as  are  directed  to  be  delivered 
at  the  port  of  delivery  to  which  such  ship  or  ves- 
'^1  may  be  bound.    And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  coUector^  or  other  officer  of  the  porjt,  empow- 
ered to  receive  ep tries  of  ships  or  vessds,  to  re- 
quire from  every  master  or  commander  of  such 
ship  or  vessel,  an  oath  or  affirmation,  purporting 
that  he  has  delivered  all  such  letters,  except  ^s 
aforesaid.    And  if  the  commander  or  master  of 
any  ship  or  vessel  shall  break  bulk  before  lie 
shall  have  complied  with  the  requirements  of  this 
act,  every  such  offender  shall,  on  conviction  there* 
of,  forfeit  for  every  such  ofieDce  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding, one  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  15.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
postmasters  to  whom  such  letters  may  be  deliv- 
ered, shall  pav  to  the  master  or  commander,  or 
other  person,  delivering  the  same,  except  the  com- 
manders of  foreign  packets^  two  cents  for  each 
letter  or  packet,  and  shall  obtain  from  the  person 
delivering  the  same,  a  certificate  specifying  the 
number  of  letters  and  packets,  with  the  name  of 
the  ship  or  vessel,  and  the  place  from  whence 
she  last  sailed  ;  wnich  ceriincate,  together  with 
a  receipt  for  the  money,  shall  be,  with  his  quar- 
terly accounts,  transmitted  to  the  Postmaster 
General,  v^ho  shall  credit  hini  with  the  amount. 
Sec.  16.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  if 
any  person,  other  than  the  Postmaster  General  or 
his  deputies,  or  persons  by  them  employed,  shall 
be  concernea  in  setting  up  or  maintaining  any 
foot  or  horse  post,  stage  wagon,  or  other  stage 
carriage  or  sleigh,  on  any  established  post  roads, 
or  from  one  post  town  to  another  po^t  to^n,  on 


any  road  adjacent  or  parallel  to  aa  cstaUisktj 
post  road,  or  any  paccet  boat  or  vessel  to  pir 
regularly  fron^  one  place  to  another,  beiwn 
which  a  regular  communication  by  water  sh^ 
be  established  by  the  United  States,  and  ^5 
receive  any  letter  or  packet,  other  than  oevspi- 
pers,  magazines,  or  pamphlets,  and  carrf  tie 
same  by  such  foot  or  norse  post,  9tage  wagon,  @ 
other  stage  carriage,  or  sleign,  packet  boat,  or  ves- 
sel, (excepting  only  such  letter  or  letters  as  miy  be 
directed  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  sacb  coorej- 
ance.  and  relating  to  the  same,  or  to  tbepenoti 
to  whom  any  packet  or  bundle  in  sucb  coorey- 
ance  is  intended  to  be  delivered,)  every  per^n  so 
offending  shall  forfeit  for  every  such  ofieoceiii! 
sum  of  fifty  dollars :  Provided^  That  it  skll  bt 
lawful  for  any  person  to  send  letters  or  packets 
by  a  special  messenger. 

Sec.  17.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  Tbit  the 
deputy  postmasters  and  other  agents  of  tbe  Post- 
master Qen^ral  shall  duly  account  and  aosver 
to  him,  for  all  way-letters  which  shall  come  lo 
their  hands  ;  and  for  this  purpose  tbe  poitriden 
and  carriers'of  the  mail,  receiving  aoy  way-letier 
or  letters  (and  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  receire 
them,  if  presented  more  than  two  miles frc&t 
post  office)  shall  deliver  the  same,  togetberviii 
the  postage,  if  paid,  at  the  post  office  to  vkiel 
they  shall  afterwards  arrive,  where  tbe  poftal^ 
ter  shall  duly  enter  tbe  same,  and  speciff  tbe 
number  and  rate  or  rates  in  the  post  bill,  til<iia|f 
to  the  rate  of  each  way^letter,  one  ceni,wbM 
shall  be  paid  by  the  postmaster  to  the  mail  of- 
rier  from  whom  such  way-letters  sbali  be  |«- 
ceived.  And  that  letters  directed  to  persons iif- 
ing  between  post  offices  may  be  deliverfiiM 
tbe  postage  thereof  duly  collected,  it  shall  be  ue 
duty  of  the  carriers  of  the  mail  to  taite  chup 
of,  and  deliver  all  such  letters  as  sbali  for  ua^ 
purpose  be  committed  to  them  by  any  postos*' 
ter,  and  collect  tbe  postage  thereof,  which  m 
be  paid  over  to  such  postmaster  on  demaoii'  Au 
for  every  letter  so  delivered,  the  mail  carriers^ 
livervng  the  same  shall  be  allowed  to  dcoiw 
and  receive  two  cents  to  his  own  use, besides  iw 
ordinary  ppstage.  And  if  any  postmaster  or  w^ 
agent  of  the  Postmaster  General  shall  Deglects« 
to  account,  he  or  they  so  offending  shall,  ooc^''* 
viction  thereof,  forfeit  for  every  sucb  offeoc^' 
sum  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars:  ProtitU^  i"* 
no  mail  carrier  shall  make  such  <lfi^^^^"5^'iiS 
place  not  on  the  post  road:  PnxcidedfOifo,  i-^ 

-    -  --  -  -  ihe  VJf. 

if  tbe 
mail  carriers  in  cases  where,  in  the  opinion « 


the  receipt  and  delivery  of  letters  on  w  Jr 
between  post  offices,  shall  not  be  requ>^™. , 


Postmaster  General,  the  time  or  manner  of  car  ^ 
ing  the  mail,  or  the  speed  of  conveyanc??^ 
compatible  with  such  receipts  and  deliren^  . 
Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enoM  T"^j| 
any  person,  employed  in  any  of  the  <i^P*'!?^. 
of  the  General  Post  Office,  shall  unlawfwJy% 
tain,  delay  or  open  any  l^tter^  packet, bag, «[  J" 


of  letters;  with"  which  he  shillbe  cntra^ie'J'''' 
which  shall  have  come  to  his  possessioi 
wh jch  are  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  P<^ 
any  such  person  shall  secrete,  embeszl^ 
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ttrof  auv  letter  or  packet  entniflted  to  kim  eb 
iforesaidy  and  which  shall  not  contain  any  se- 
curity for,  or  assurance  relating  to  money,  as 
hereinafter  described^  every  such  offender,  beiaff 
thereof  duly  convicted,  shall,  for  every  such  oS- 
fence,  be  fined,  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dol* 
lars,  or  imprisoned,  not  exceeding  six  months,  or 
both,  according  to  the  circumstances  and  aggra- 
vations of  the  offence*    And  if  any  person,  em- 
ployed as  afore9aid,shall  secrete,  embezzle,  or  de- 
stroy an^  letter,  packet,  bag,  or  mail  of  letters, 
with  which  he  shall  be  entrusted,  or  which  shall 
have  come  to  his  possession^  and  are  intended  to 
be  conveyed  by  post,  containing  any  bank  note 
or  bank  post  bill,  bill  of  exchange,  warrant  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  note  of  assignment 
of  stock  in  the  funds,  letters  of  attorney  for  re- 
ceiving annuities  or  dividends,  or  for  selling  stock 
in  the  funds,  or  for  receiving  the  interest  thereof,  or 
any  letter  of  credit,  or  note  for  or  relating  to  pay- 
ment of  moneys,  or  any  bond  or  warrant,  draft, 
bill,  or  promissory  note,  covenant,  contract,  or 
agreement  whatsoever,  for  or  relating  to  the  nay- 
ment  of  money,  or  the  delivery  of  any  article  of 
value,  or  the  performance  of  any  act,  matter,  or 
thing,  or  any  reoeipt,  release,  acquittance,  or  dis- 
charge, of  or  from  any  debt,  covenant,  demand,  or 
any  part  thereof,  or  any  copy  of  any  record  of 
any  judgment  or  decreei,  in  anjr  opurt  of  law  or 
chancery,  or  any  execution  which  may  have  is^ 
sued  thereon,  oi  aov  copy  of  any  other  record,  or 
any  other  article  of  value,  or  any  writing  repre- 
seating  the  same;  or  if  any  such  person,  em- 
ployed as  aforesaid,  shall  steal  or  t^e  any  of  the 
same  out  of  any  letter,  packet,  bag,  or  mail  of  let- 
ters, that  shall  come  to  his  possession,  he  shall, 
on  convietiop,  for  any  such  offence,  be  impris- 
ODCd  not  exceeding  ten  years.    And  if  any  per- 
son, who  shall  have  taken  charge  of  the  mail  of 
the  United  States,  skiall  quit  or  desert  the  same, 
before  he  delivers  it  into  the  post  office  kept  at 
the  termination  of  his  route,  or  to  some  known 
mail  carrier,  or  agent  of  tlie  General  Post  Office 
authorized  to  receive  the  same,  every  such  pe/son, 
so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding five  hundred  dollars  for  every  such,  of- 
fence.   And  if  any  person,  concerned  in  carrying 
the  mail  of  the  United  States,  shall  collect,  re- 
ceive or  carry  any  letter  or  packet,  or  shall  cause 
or  procure  the  same  to  be  done,  contrary  to  this 
act,  every  such  offisader  shaU  forfeit  and  pay,  for 
every  such  offence,  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty 
dollars. 

S&C.  Id.  And  be  U  further  encickd^  That  if  any 
person  shall  rob  any  carrier  'of  the  maik  of  the 
United  States,  or  other  person  entrusted  there- 
with, of  such  mail,  or  of  part  thereof,  such  offend- 
er or  offi^nders  shall,  on  coavietion,  be  imprisoned. 
Aot  exceeding  ten  years,  and  if  convicted  a  second 
time  of  a  like  ofience,  he  or  they  shall  sufier  death ; 
or,  if  io  effecting  such  robbery  of  the  mail  the 
first  lime,  the  offender  shall  wound  the  person 
having  custody  thereof,  or  put  his  life  in  jeop- 
Mdy  by  the  use  of  dangerous  weapons,  such  of- 
fender or  oSeodeffs  shall  suffer  death.  And  if  any 
person  shall  attempt  to  rob  the  niail  .of  the  United 


States  by  assaulting  the  person  kavinf  cuetodj 
thereof,  shooting  at  him,  or  his  horse,  or  mule,  or 
threatening  him  with  dangerous  weapons,  ao4 
the  robberjf  ia  not  effected,  every  such  offender^ 
on  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  punished  by  {»»• 
prison  ment,  not  exceeding  three  yeara.  And  if 
any  person  shall  steal  the  mail,  or  shall  steal  or 
take  from  or  out  of  any  mail,  or  from  or  out  of  aof 
post  office,  any  letter  or  packet,  or  if  any  person 
shall  take  the  matl,  or  any  letter  or  packet  there- 
from pr  from  any  post  office,  whether  with  or 
without  the  consent  of  the  person  having  custody 
thereof,  and  shall  open,  embezzle,  or  destroy  any 
auch  mail,  letter,  or  packet,  the  same  coDtaining 
any  article  of  value,  or  evidenee  of  any  debt,  doe, 
deniand,  right,  or  claim,  or  any  release,  receipt,  ae- 
quiitance,  or  discharge,  or  any  other  article,  paper, 
or  thing  mentioned  and  described  in  the  etgh^ 
teenth  section. of  this  act,  or  if  any  person  shall, 
by  &aud  or  deception,  obtain,  from  any  peraom 
havinjB;  custody  thereof,  any  mail,  letter,  or  paekei, 
oootaming  any  article  of  value,  or  evidence  there- 
of, or  either  of  the  writings  referred  to.  or  next 
above-mentioned,  such  o&nder  or  offenders,  om 
conviction  thereof,  shall  be  imprisoned,  not  e^fr- 
ceeding  seven  years*  And  if  an^  j^erson  ahaU 
take  any  letter  or  packet  not  containing  any  art»- 
.cle  of  value,  or  evidence  thereof,  out  of  a  poet 
office,  or  shall  open  any  letter  or  packet  which 
shall  have  been  in  e  post  office,  or  in  the  custodf 
of  a  mail  carrier,  before  it  shall  have  been  deltv»- 
ered  to  the  peraon  lo  whom  it  ia  directed,  with  a 
design  to  obstruct  the  correspondence,  to  pry  into 
another's  business  or  secrets,  or  shall  secrete,  eoir 
bezzle,  or  destroy  any  such  maiL  letter,  or  packet^ 
such  ofiender,  upon  conviction,  snail  pay  for  eveay 
such  offence  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundrai 
dollars* 

Sac.  aa  And  he  it  further  enacied,  That  if  any 
person  shall  rip,  cut,,  tear,  burn,  or  otherwise  in* 
jure  any  portmanteau,  valise,  or  other  bag,  used, 
or  designed  to  be  used  by  any  person*  acting  under 
the  authority  of  the  Postmaster  General,  or  aiif 
person  in  whom  bis  powers  are  vested  in  the  conr 
veyaoce  of  any  mail,  letter,  packet,  newspaper,  or 
pamphlet,  or  shall  draw  or  break  any  staple,  of 
loosen  any  part  of  any  lock,  chain,  or  strap,  al* 
tached  or  belonging  to  any  such  valise,  portman* 
leau,  or  ba^,  with  an  iate»t  to  rob  or  steal  any 
mail,  letter,  packet,  newspaper,  or  pamphlet,  or  to 
render  either  of  the  same  insecure,  every  such 
offender,  upon  conviction,  shall,  for  every  such 
ofifenee,  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundrad 
dollars,  or  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  tbne 
years,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  before  whom 
such  conviction  is  had. 

Sbc.21.  And  be  UJurther  enacted,  That  every 
person  who,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  tha 
act,  shall  procure,  aid,  advise,  or  assist  in  tb^ 
doing  Off  perpetration  of  any  of  the  acts  or  crimes 
by  this  act  forbidden  to  be  done  br  performed, 
shall  be  subject  to  the  same  penalties  and  punish* 
ments  as  the  persons  are  subject  to  who  shall  actxi^ 
ally  do  or  perpetrate  any  of  said  acts  or  crimes^ 
according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act* 

Sftc.  22.  An4  be  it  further  enacted,  That  «very 
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persoa  who  shall  be  imprisoned  bjr  a  judgment  of 
«oun,  under  and  by  Tirtueof  the  eighteenth,  nine- 
teenth, twentieth,  or  twenty-first  section  of  this 
Act,  shall  be  kept  at  hard  labor  during  the  period 
>of  such  imprisonment. 

Seo.  23.  And  be  iijurther  enacUd^  Tliat  the 
'fKMtmasters  shall,  respeetiTely,  publish  at  the  ez- 
furatioii  of  every  three  montns,  or  oftener,  when 
the  Postmaster  General  shall  so  direct,  in  one  of 
the  newspapers  published  at  or  nearest  the  place 
of  his  residence,  for  three  successive  weeks,  a  list 
of  all  the  letters  remaiotoff  in  their  respective 
offices,  or,  instead  thereof,  shall  make  out  a  num- 
het  of  such  lists,  and  cause  them  to  be  posted  at 
such  public  places  in  their  vicinity,  as  shall  ap- 
pear to  them  best  adapted  for  the  information  of 
the  parties  concerned;  and  at  the  expiration  of 
the  next  three  months,  shall  send  such  of  the  said 
letters  as  then  remain  on  hand,  as  dead  letters,  to 
Che  General  Post  Office,  where  the  same  shall  be 
opened  and  inspected ;  and  if  any  valuable  papers, 
or  matter  of  consequence  shall  be  found  therein, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to 
return  such  letter  to  the  writer  thereof,  or  cause  a 
descriptive  list  thereof  to  be  inserted  in  one  of  the 
newspapers  published  at  the  place  most  conveni- 
ent to  the  supposed  residence  of  the  owner,  if 
within  the  United  States ;  and  such  letter,  and 
4he  contents,  shall  be  preserved  to  be  delivered  to 
the  person  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  addressed, 
upon  payment  of  the  postage  and  the  expense  of 
publication.  And  if  such  letter,  with  its  con- 
tents,  be  not  demanded  by  the  person  to  whom 
it  is  addressed,  or  the  owner  thereof,  or  his  law- 
ful agent,  within  two  years  after  the  advertise* 
ment  thereof,  as  aforesaid,  thesaid  oontents  shall 
be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  until 
the  same  shall  be  reclaimed  by  the  proprietor 
thereof ;  the  manner  of  such  application  to  be 
aUted  by  the  Postmaster  General  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury. 

Seo.  24.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  let- 
ters and  packets  to  and  from  the  following  officers 
of  the  United  States,  shall  be  received  and  con- 
veyed by  post,  free  of  postage :  each  postmaster, 
providea  each  of  his  letters  or  packets  shall  not 
exceed  half  an  ounce  in  weight;  each  member 
of  the  Senate,  and  each  member  and  delegate  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  Congress  of 
Che  United  States ;  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  pro- 
vided each  letter  or  packet  shall  not  exceed  two 
ounces  in  weight,  and  during  their  actual  attend- 
ance in  any  session  o!  Congress,  and  twenty  days 
after  such  session,  and  in  case  of  excess  of  weifh^, 
that  excess  alone  shall  be  paid  for;  the  President 
of  the  United  States ;  Vice  President,  the  Secre- 
taries of  Stat^,  of  the  Treasury,  of  War,  of  the 
Navy ;  the  Attorney  Gkneral,  the  Comptroller, 
Treasurer,  Auditor,  Register,  Supervisor  of  the 
Direct  Tax  for  the  district  of  South  Carolina, 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Trade,  Purveyor,  the 
Inspector  and  Paymaster  of  the  Army,  Acconnt- 
ants  of  the  "War  and  Navy  Departments,  Post- 
master General,  and  the  Avsistants  Postmnster 
General ;  John  Adams,  a  former  President  of  the 
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United  States;  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  btePiai- 
dent  of  the  United  States;  and  they  mvf  A 
receive  their  newspapers  by  post,  free  of  posUfe: 
Protidedj  That  the  members  of  the  Senate  aoi 
House  of  Representatives,  Secretary  of  theS€t- 
ate,  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represenutim 
shall  receive  their  newspapers  free  of  posu^ 
only  during  any  session  of  Congress,  aod  twestr 
days  after  the  expiration  of  the  same;  And.prth 
viaedf  That  no  letter  or  packet  from  any  pobli! 
officer,  shall  be  conveyed  by  post,  free  of  postaft 
unless  he  shall  frank  the  same,  by  wriiinf  b 
name  and  office  on  the  outside  of  sneh  letter  v. 
packet,  and  until  he  has  previously  fornished  iht 
postmaster  of  the  office  where  he  shall  deposiif 
the  same  with  a  specimen  of  his  signature. 

Sec.  25.  And  be  it  Jwiher  enacted,  That  if 
any  person  shall  frank  letters  other  thao  tho» 
written  by  himself,  or  by  his  order,  od  the  \ma- 
ness  of  his  office,  he  sbali,  on  conviction  there^ 
pay  a  fine  of  ten  dollars;  Protided^  That  tk 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Secretary  of  Sttit 
Secretary  of  War,  Secreury  of  the  Nary,  lad 
Postmaster  General,  may  frank  letters  or  pitieb 
on  official  business,  prepared  in  any  other  \ 
office  in  the  absence  of  the  principal  thereof 
And  if  any  person  having  the  right  to  twin 
his  letters  free  of  postage,  shall  receive,  esclwd 
to  him,  any  letter  or  packet  addressed  to  a  peeot 
not  having  that  righ^  it  shall  be  his  doijr  to  re- 
turn the  same  to  the  post  offiee,  markiog  therm 
the  place  from  whence  it  came,  that  it  mar  ht 
charged  with  postage.    And  if  any  persoa  shiii 
counterfeit  the  handwrriting  or  frank  of  aof  ]x^ 
son,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  done,  id  order  to 
avoid  the  payment  of  postage,  each  penoa  so 
offending  shall  pay  for  every  snch  offeoee  Mq 
dollars. 

Seo.  26.  And  be  it  Jwiher  enacted,  Tbatemr 
printer  of  newspapers  may  send  one  paper  is 
each  and  every  other  printer  of  newspapers  vttb- 
in  the  United  Slatea,  free  of  postage,  cinder  sicl 
regulations  as  the  Postmaster  General  shall  pro- 
vide. 

Sbo.  37.  And  be  it  Jwiher  enacted  That  all 
newspapers  conveyed  in  the  mail  shall  be  aadct 
cover,  open  at  one  end,  and  charged  with  a  post- 
age of  one  cent  each,  for  any  distance  not  more 
than  one  huiidred  miles,  and  one  and  a  half  eeou 
for  any  greater  distance:  Fnmdid,  That  the 
postage  of  a  single  newspaper  from  any  one  place 
to  another,  in  the  same  State,  shall  oot  ezeefd 
one  cent ;  and  that  the  Postmaster  Geoeral  shall 
require  those  who  receive  newspapers  by  post  «> 
pay  always  the  amount  of  one  qoarterV  po^ta^e 
m  advance.  If  any  persoa  employed  io  anf  d^ 
partment  of  the  Post  Office  shall  improperif  d^ 
tain,  delay,  or  embezzle,  or  destroy  any  a^v 
paper,  or  shall  permit  any  other  person  to  do  the 
like,  or  shall  open,  or  pertnit  any  other  to  opei 
any  m^il  or  packet  of  newspapers  not  directed  is 
the  office  where  he  is  employed,  he  shall,  on  cm* 
viction  thereof,  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  m 
dollars  for  every  such  offence.  Aad  if  any  other 
person  shall  open  any  mail  or  packet  of  newsfir 
pers,  or  shall  embenle  or  destroy  theaaiiie,B« 
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ng  directed  to  hims'elf,  or  not  beinff  «ttthoii2ed 
receive  ftod  open  the  same,  he  shaJI^  on  con  tic- 
D  thereof,  pay  a  sam  not  exceed inj;  twenty 
lars  for  every  such  offence.  And  if  any  per- 
i  shall  take  or  steal  any  packet,  baff^or  mail  of 
grspapers,  from  or  ont  of  any  post  office,  or  from 
f  person  having^  custody  thereof,  such  person 
ill,  on  cooTietion,  he  imprisoned,  not  exceed- 
^  three  months  for  every  such  offence,  to' be  kept 
bard  labor  during  the  period  of  such  imprison- 
tnt.  If  any  person  shall  enclose  or  conceal  a 
ter  or  other  thing,  or  any  memorandum  in  wri- 
g  is  a  newspaper  or  among  any  package  of 
nrspapers.  which  he  shall  have  delivered  into 
Y  post  office,  or  to  any  person  for  that  purpose, 
order  that  the  same  may  be  carried  oy  post, 
e  of  letter  postage,  he  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of 
e  dollars  for  every  such  offence ;  and  the  letter, 
wspaper,  package,  or  memorandum,  or  other 
!Qg,  shall  not  be  delivered  to  the  person  to 
lom  it  is  directed  until  the  amount  of  single 
ter  postage  is  paid  for  each  article  of  which  the 
ekaee  shall  be  composed.  No  newspapers 
all  be  received  by  the  postmasters  to  be  con- 
yed  by  post,  unless  they  are  sufficiently  dried 
d  enclosed,  in  proper  wrappers,  on  Which,  be- 
te the  direction,  shall  be  noted  the  number  of 
pers  which  are  enclosed  for  subscribers  and  the 
tmber  for  printers.  The  Postmaster  Qeneral,  in 
ly  contract  he  may  enter  into  for  the  conveyance 
the  mail,  may  authorize  the  person  with  whom 
eh  contract  is  to  be  made,'  to  carry  newspapers, 
agazines,  and  j^mphlets,  other  than  those  con- 
ned in  the  mail,  when  the  mode  of  convey- 
ice  and  the  size  of  the  mails  will  admit  of  it, 
Bgazines  and  pamphlets  may  be  transported  in 
e  mail  at  one  cent  a  sheet,  for  any  distance  not 
iceeding  fifty  miles,  at  one  cent  and  an  half  for 
ly  distance  over  fifty  and  not  exceeding  one 
mdred  miles,  and  two  cents  for  any  greater  dis- 
Qce. 

Sec.  28.  And  be  ii/urther  enacted^  That  the 
)stmaster  Gkneral  he  authorized  to  allow  to  th^ 
istmasters,  respectively,  such  commission  on  the 
oneys  arising  from  the  postage  of  letters  and 
ickets  as  shall  be  adequate  to  their  respective 
rvices  and  expenses :  Pnmded,  That  the  said 
immission  shall  not  exceed  thirty  per  cent,  on 
e  first  hundred  dollars  collected  in  one  quarter, 
id  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  a  sum  over  one  hun- 
ed  and  not  more  than  three  hundred;  and 
renty  per  cent,  pn  any  sum  over  four  hundred 
id  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars;  and 
gbt  per  cent,  on  any  sum  collected,  being  over 
ro  thousand  four  hundred  dollars ;  except  to  the 
)stmasterwho  maybe  employed  in  receiving 
id  dispatching  foreign  mails,  whose  compensa- 
on  may  be  augmented,  not  exceed! n([  twenty- 
re  dollars,  in  one  quarter,  and  excepting  to  the 
)stmasters  at  offices  where  the  mail  is  regularly 
I  arrive,  between  the  hours  of  nine  o'clock  at 
ight  and  ^re  o'clock  in  the  morning;  whose 
)mroi8sion  on  the  first  hundred  dollars  collected 
I  one  quarter,  may  he  increased  to  a  sum  not 
tceeding  fifty  per  cent.  The  Postmaster  €len- 
al  may  allow  to  the  postmasters,  respectively,  a 


commission  of  fifty  per  cent,  on  the  money  aris- 
ing' from  the  postage  of  newspapers,  magazines, 
and  pamphlets;  and  to  the  postmasters,  whose 
compensation  shall  not  exceed  five  hundred  dol- 
dals  in  one  quarter,  two  cents  for  every  free  letter 
delivered  out  of  the  office,  excepting  such  as  are 
for  the  postmaster  himself;  and  eacn  postmaster 
who  shall  be  required  to  keep  a  register  of  the 
arrival  and  departure  of  the  mails,  shall  be  al- 
lowed ten  cents  for  each  monthly  return  which 
he  makes  thereof  to  the  General  Post  Office. 

Sbo.  29.  Andheitjurthfrenad^^  That  if  any 
postmaster  or  other  person  authorized  to  receive 
the  postage  of  letters  and  packets  shall  neglect 
or  refuse  to  render  his  accounts,  and  pay  over  to 
the  Postmaster  General  the  balance  by  him  due 
at  the  end  of  every  three  months,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  cause  a  suit  to 
be  commenced  against  the  person  or  persons  so 
neglecting  or  refusing;  and  if  the  Postmaster 
Ckneral  shall  not  cause  such  suit  to  be  commen- 
ced within  six  months  from  the  end  of  every 
such  three  months,  the  balances  due  from  every 
such  delinquent  shall  be  charged  to  and  recoverable 
from  the  Postmaster  General.  That  all  suits 
which  shall  be  hereafter  commenced  for  the  re- 
covery of  debts  or  balances  due  to  the  General 
Post  Office,  whether  they  appear  by  bond  or  obli- 
gations made  in  the  name  or  the  existing  or  any 
preceding  Postmaster  General,  or  otherwise,  shall 
be  instituted'  in  the  name  of  the '^  Postmaster 
General  of  the  United  States."  That  certified 
copies,  under  the  seal  of  the  General  Post  Office, 
of  the  accounts  current  of  the  several  postmasters, 
after  the  same  shall  have  been  examined  and  ad- 
justed at  that  office,  shall  be  admitted  as  evidence 
in  all  suits  brought  by  the  Postmaster  General 
for  the  recovery  of  balances  or  debts  due  from 
postmasters,  and,  in  like  manner,  copies  of  such 
accounts  current  as  are  lodged  in  the  office  of  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  Certified  by  the  Register 
ander  the  seal  of  his  office,  shall  be  admitted  as 
evidence. 

Sbc.  90.  And  hextfurihet  enacted.  That  if  any 
postmaster  or  other  person  who  shall  receive  and 
open,  or  dispatch  mails,  shall  nefflect  to  render 
accounts  for  one  month  after  the  time,  and  in  the 
form  and  manner  prescribed  by  law,  and  by  the 
Poatmaster  General's  instructions  conformable 
therewith,  he  shall  forfeit  double  the  value  of  the 
postages  which  shall  have  arisen  at  the  same 
office  in  any  equal  portion  of  time  previous  or 
subsequent  thereto ;  or  in  case  no  account  shall 
have  been  rendered  at  the  time  of  trial  of  such 
case,  then  such  sum  as  the  court  or  jury  shall  es- 
timate equivalent  thereto,  to  be  recorered  by  the 
Postmaster  Gkneral  in  an  action  on  the  case. 

Sec.  31.  And  he  Ufuriher  enacted^  That  all 
peconiiiry  penalties  and  forfeitures,  incurred  under 
this  act,  shall  be  one  half  for  the  use  of  the  per- 
son or  persons  informing  and  prosecuting  for  the 
same,  and  the  other  hah  to  the  use  of  the  United 
Stales. 

Sec  33.  And  be  tt  further  enacted^  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  Postmaster  General  to 
make  provision,  where  it  may  be  necessary,  for 
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the  receipt  of  all  letters  and  ptokets  inteiiiled  to 
be  cQoveyed  by  any  ship  or  vessel  beyond  sea,  or 
from  any  port  in  the  United  Slates^ to  another 
port  therein;  and  the  letters  so  received  shall  be 
formed  into  a  mail,  sealed  up  and  directed  to  the 
postmaster  of  the  port  to  which  sach  ship  or  ves- 
sel shall  be  boand.  And  for  every  letter  or 
packet  so  received,  there  shall  be  paid  at  the  time 
of  its  reception,  a  postage  of  one  cenft,  which  shall 
be  for  the  use  of  the  postmasters,  respectively,  re- 
ceivfng  the  same.  And  the  Fostmaater  General 
may  make  arrangements  with  the  postmasters  in 
any  foreign  country,  for  the  reciprocal  receipt 
and  delivery  of  letters  and  paekefs  through  the 
post  offices. 

Sec.  33.  And  be  UJurther  enticUdy  That  the 
postmasters  and  the  persons  emf^oyed  in  the  tran- 
spprtation  of  the  mail  shall  be  exempt  from  mili- 
tia duties,  and  serying  on  juries,  or  any  fine  or 
penalty  for  neglect  thereof. 

Sec.  3i.  And  be  U further  ewciedi  That  letter 
carriers  shall  be  employed  at  such  post  offices  as 
(he  Postmaster  General  shall  direct,  for  the  de- 
livery of  letters  in  the  places,  respectively,  where 
such  post  offices  are  established ;  and  for  the  de- 
livery of  each  such  letter,  the  letter  carrier  may 
receive  of  the  person  to  whom  the  delivery  is 
made,  two  cents :  Provided,  That  no  letter  shaU 
be  delivered  to  such  letter  carrier  for  dtstributioo, 
addressed  to  any  person  who  shall  have  lodged  at 
the  post  office  a  written  request  that  his  tetters 
shall  be  detained  in  the  office.  And  for  every 
letter  lodged  at  aay  post  office,  not  to  be  carried 
by  post,  but  to  be  delivered  at  the  pla^e  where.it 
is  to  be  so  lodged,  the  postmaster  shall  receive 
one  cent  of  the  person  to  whom  it  ahall  be 
delivered. 

Sec.  35.  And  be  U  Jurther  enacted^  That  all 
causes  of  action  arising  under  this  act  may  be 
sued,  and  all  offenders  against  this  act  may  be 
prosecuted,  before  the  justices  of  the  peace^  magis- 
trates and  other  judicial  courts  of  the  several 
States,  and  of  the  several  Territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  they  baviqg  eompftitot  jurisdiction  .by 
the  laws  of  such  Slates  or  Territories,  to  the  trial 
of  claims  aod  demands  of  as  great  value,  and  of 
the  prosecutions  where  the  punishments  are  of  as 
^reat  eitent  j  aod  such  justices,  magistrates,  or 
judiciary,  shall  take  cognizance  thereof,  and  pro- 
ceed to  judgment  and  execution,  as  in  other  eases. 

Sec.  36.  And  be  it  further  enacUd^  That  in  all 
suits  or  causes  arising  under  this  act,  the  oonrt 
shall  proceed  totria^and  render  judgment  the 
first  term  after  such  suit  shall  be  commeneed ; 
Prcftided  alioay^  That  whenever  service  of  the 

{>rocess  shall  not  have  been  made  twenty  days  at 
east  previous  to  the  return  day  of  siicb  term,  the 
defendant  shall  be  entitled  to  one  continuance,  if 
the  court,  on  the  statement  of  such  defendant, 
shall  judge  it  expedient :  Provided  aUo^  That  if 
the  defendant  in  such  suits  shall  make  affidavit 
that  he  has  a  claim  against  the  General  Post 
Office,  not  allowed  by  the  Postmaster  Greneral, 
althoe|[h  submitted  to  him  conformably  to  the 
regulations  of  the  Post  Office,  and  shall  specify 
sneh^Qlaim  in  the  affidavit,  and  that  he  eould  not  ■ 


be  prepared  for  the  trial  at  such  term  (or  VMta 
evidence,  the  eourt  in  such  ease,  being  ut«Sd 
in  those  respects^  niay  grant  a  eoBtinoaaee  ud 
the  next  succeeding  term. 

Sbo.37.  AndbeUjUrtherenacted,ThMtii^ 
be  the  dnty  of  the  Postmaster.  General  to  n^ 
annually  to  Congress,  every  post  road  viiO 
shall  noty  after  the  second  year  from  its  esukust 
meat,  have  produced  one-third  of  the  expeasea 
carrying  the  mail  on  the  s«me. 

Sec.  33.  And  be  U further  enacted,  That  tioi 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  deputy  jpostmaster,  at  di 
City  of  Washin^on,  for  his  ezxiaordiiiarf  a 
penses,  incurred  m  the  disehacge  of  the  datiesi 
his  office,  an  additional  compeosation,  st  the  ok 
of  one  thousand  dollars  per  anoam,  to  be  pi< 
out  of  the  funds  of  the  Post  Office  Establishoisi 

Sec.  39.  And  be  it  fyrther  enaded^  Thai  Ji 
Adjutant  General  of  the  militia  of  each  Suteisi 
Territory  shall  have  the  right  to  receive,  bv  &ftk 
free  of  postage,  from  any  Major  or  Bngiia 
General  thereof,  and  to  traasmii  to  said  Geii^nk 
any  letter  or  packet,  relating  solely  to  the  mfLoi 
of  such  State  or  t'erritory :  Provided^  elto^ 
That  every  s|ich  officer,  before  he  dehve^  aai 
such  letter  or  package  for  transmiasion,  sliaii,  it 
his  own  proper  handwriting,  on  the  outside  (Jbcn* 
of,  endorse  tne  nature  of  the  papers  eackMiafi^ 
thereto  subscribe  his  na'iqe  and  office,  tad  ^ 
previoosly  furnish  the  postmaster  of  ibe  ofia 
where  he  shall  deposite  the  same  witha  speenei 
of  his  signature.  And  if  any  such  oma  ^ 
frank  anv  letter  or  package  in  which  sbak  tx 
contained  any thii^  relative  to  any  sabjectotte 
than  of  the  militia  of  such  State  or  Teirk^ 
every  offender  shall,  on  conviction  of  every  ssci 
offence,  forfeit,  and  pay  a  fine  of.  fifty  dollan. 

Sec.  40.  And  be  U  JurU^er  enacted,  That  inm 
and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  dul 
whenever  the  annual  emoluments  of  asf  post- 
master, after  deducting  therefrom  the  exjieadf 
tures  incident  to  his  office,  ahalt  amount  to  mst 
than  two  thousand  dollars,  the  surplus  lihall  k 
accounted  for,  and  paid  to  the  Postmaster  (kt 
eral,  and  byr  him  to  be  accounted  for  ia  the  saa; 
manner  a^  other  moneys  accraing  froia  the  Ptf 
Office  EstaUisbmeftU 

Sbo.  41.  And  be  UJurther  enacted  That  efefj 
deputy  postmaster,  the  receipt  of  whose  ofiee  a- 
ceeds  one  thousand  dollars  a  year,  shall  oo  ik 
Last  day  of  September  in  each  year,  traasmu  % 
the  Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States  i 
statement  of  the  ezpensea  of  the  office  aoder  u 
direction,  of  the  number  of  clerks,  with  the  tits 
they  have  been  severally  employed  thereiB,«'» 
their  respective  names  and  agaa 

Seo.  42.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  is» 
and  after  the  first  day  of  Jane  next,  the  sec^ 
section  of  an  act,  eotitled  "An  act  to  establiii 
the  Post  Office  and  post  roads  within  the  Uattei 
States,"  approved  on  the  eighth  day  of  Ma]r,<a 
thouaand  seven  hundred  and  oinety-foar,  sad  ^ 
act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  the  Post  0^ 
of  the  United  States,"  approved  on  the  secoij 
day  of  March,  one  thousaad  aevea  hoadred  aw 
ninety* nine,  aud  all  other  aou  and  paru  of  t^ 
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lofore  passed  fajr  Uie  regaktttoB  and  i^ovefQ- 
t  of  the  Geoeral  Post  Office,  and  of  ^be  Post- 
er Generai,  and  other  officers  aod  ageots 
ioyed  in  said  office,  shall  be,  and  the  tame  are 
by,  repealed:  Provided,  That  an  act,  ea titled 
act  cooceraing  public  .coalracts,"  approved 
be  tweDty-first  day  of  Aprils  oae  tbousaod 
t  huodred  and  eight,  shall  be  aod  remaia  in 
force*  aad  no  post  road  heretofore  established 
.  be  discoDtioued  by  this  act:  Providedy  alio, 
t  Qotbiog  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
Lonerate  any  person  who  shall  not  have  per- 
led  the  doty,  or  who  shall  have  violated  any 
ke  prohibition's  contained  in  the  said  acts  from 
i  or  prosecutions;  but,  as  to  all  bonds,  coo- 
ls, debts,  demands,  rights,  penalties,  punish- 
ts,  wbicb  have  been  made,  have  arisen,  or 
i  been  incurred,  or  which  shall  be  made, arise, 
e  incurred  previous  to  the  first  day  of  Jttne 
t,  the  said  acts  shall  have  the  same  force  aod 
it  as  thouj;h  this  act  had  not  been  made:  Pro- 
dy  liketDue,  That  the  Postmaster  Qeneral, 
istant  Postmaster  General,  deputy  postmasters, 
tractors  for  carrying  the  mail,  and  others  em- 
red  under  the  aforesaid  acts,  shall  continue  to 
1  their  several  offices,  appointments,  and'trusts, 
ii  they  are  oihefwisii  removed;  anything 
Hn  contained  that  might  be  construed  to  the 
trary,  notwitbstandinff ;  and  also  the  bonds 
ich  theV;  er  either  of  tnem,  have  given  or  may 
e  for  the  faithful  execution  of  their  several 
ies  and  offices,  shall  ooniinue  to  have  the  same 
;e  and  effeet,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as 
ogb  this  act  had  not  been  made. 
Ipproved^  April  30,  1810. 

Act  fofther  to  site?  and  amsnd  *<  An  set  prsviding 
>r  the  Third  CeoRMi,  («r  enumeration  ef  the  inhsbi* 
uiU  of  the  United  Sutes.'* 

3e  it  enacted,  f  c,  "That  so  much  of  the  first 
lion  of  the  aet,  passed  during  the  pnseat  aes- 
D  of  Congress,  entitled  ^*  An  set  providing  for 
!  third  census  or  enum^raiinn  of  t^  inhabi- 
>u  of  the  Uoited  States,"  as  relates  to  the 
ms  of  the  paths  or  a^rmations  thereby  directed 
be  taken  by  the  marshals,  secretaries,  and  as- 
tants  therein  mentioned,  respectively,  shall  be, 
1  hereby  is,  repei^led ;  and  that  the  said  oaths 
affirmations  snail  be  in  the  following  forms, 
u  is  to  say:  The  marshals'  and  secretaries' 
ih,  in  the  form  following :  *^I,  A  B,  marshal  of 
J  district  of  — -,  (or  secretary  of  the  Territory 
- — ,  as  the  case  may  bej  do  solemnly  swear, 
affirm,  that  I  will  well  and  truly  cause  to  be 
ide  a  just  and  perfect  enumeration  and  descrip- 
>o  of  all  persona  resident  within  my  district,  (or 
(rritory,)  and  return  the  same  to  the  Secretary 
State,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  tbe  several 
to  of  Congress,  providing  for  tbe  third  censns 
enumeraMon  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
iaies,  according  to  the  best  of  my  ability."  And 
e  assistants'  oath  or  affirmation,  in  the  form  fol- 
wiog:  "1,  A  B,  do  solemnly  swear,  or  affirm, 
At  I  will  make  a  just  and  perfect  enumeration 
id  description  of  all  persons  resident  within  the 
vision  asaigned  to  me  for  that  put pos^i  by  the 


nai^bftl  c^f ,  (or  the  secretary  of  the  Territory 

of ,  as  the  case  may  be,)  and* make  due  re- 
turn thereof  to  the  said  marshal,  (or  secretary,) 
agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  several  acts  91 
Congress  providing  for  the  third  census  or  enu- 
meration of  the  inhabitants  of  tbe  United  States, 
according' to  the  best  of  my  ability." 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
bathe  duty  of  the  several  marshals,  secretaries, 
and  their  assistants  aforesaid,  at  the  time  for 
taking  the  census  or  enumeration  aforesaid,  to 
take,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  according  to  'such  instructions  as 
he  shall  give,  an  account  of  the  several  .manufac- 
turing establishments  and  ^  manufactures  within 
their  several  districts,  Territories,  and  divisions. 
The  said  assistants  shall  make  return  of  the  same 
to  the  marshals  or  secretaries  of  their  respective 
districu  or  Territories,  and  the  said  marshals  and 
seeretaries  shall  transmit  the  said  returns,  and 
abstracts  thereof,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, at  the  same  times  at  which  thejr  are  hy  this 
act,  and  the  several  acts  to  which  this  act  is  an 
addition^  required,  respectively,  to  make  their  re- 
turn of  said  enumeration  to  the  Secretary  ^f 
Stale ;  for  the  performance  of  which  addiUonai 
services  they  shall,  respectively,  receive  such 
compensation  as  shall  hereafter  be  provided  hy 
Isw.^Approved,  May  1, 1810. 

Aa  Act  oono^tning  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France, 
.  and  their  dependencisst  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  U  enacted,  fc^  That,  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  thia  act,  no  British  or  French  armed 
vessel  shall  be  permitted  to  enter  the  harbors  or 
waiers  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Uoited  Statea ; 
but-  every  British  and  French  armed  vessel  is 
hereby  interdicted,  except  when  thev  shall  be 
forced  in  by  distress,  by  tne  dangers  or  tbe  sea,  or 
when  charged  with  despatches  or  business  from 
their  Qovemment,  or  coming  as  a  public  packet 
far  the  conveyance  of  letters;  in  which  cases,  as 
well  as  in  all  others,  when  they  shall  be  permitted 
to  enter,  the  commaadiog  officer  shall  immedi- 
ately report  his  vessel  to  the  coUector  of  the  dip- 
triot,  stating  tbe  object  or  causes  of  his  entering 
the  harbors  or  waters  of  the  United  States ;  and 
shall  take  such  position  therein  aa  shall  be  as- 
signed him  by  such  collector;  and  shall  conform 
himself,  his  vessel  and  crew,  to  slich  regulations 
respecting  health,  repairs,  auppliesy  stay,  inter- 
course, and  departure,  as  shall  be  signified  to  him 
by  the  said  collector,  under  the  authority  and  di- 
rections of  the  President  of  the  United  States; 
and^  not  conforming  thereto,  shall  be  required  tf^ 
depart  from  the  United  States. 

Sac.  %.  And  he  itjurther  enacted,  That  all  pa- 
cific intercourse  with  any  interdicted  foreign 
armed  vessels,  the  officers  or  crew  thereof,  is  here- 
by forbidden;  and  if  any  person  shall  afford  any 
ttid  to  such  armed  vessel  either  in  repairing  her, 
or  in  furniahing  her,  her  officers  or  crew,  witaaup- 
plies  of  any  kind  or  in  any  manner  whatsoever,  or 
if  any  pilot  shall  assist  in  navieatinff  the  said 
ajrmea  vessel,  contrary  to  this  prcmibition,  unless 
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for  the  purpose  ofearryins^  her  beyond  the  limits 
and  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  the  person 
or  persons  so  offending,  shall  be  liable  to  beboand 
to  their  good  behaviour,  and  shall  moreover  for- 
feit and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  recovered  upon  indictment  or  infor- 
mation, in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction; 
one  moiety  thereof  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  person  who 
shall  give  information  and  prosecute  the  same  to 
effect :  Provided^  That  if  the  prosecution  shall 
be  by  public  officer  the  whole  forfeiture  sliall  ac- 
crue to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  ehaded^  That  all  the 
penalties  and  forfeitures  which  may  have  been 
incurred  under  the  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  in- 
terdict the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and 
their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and 
also  all  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  which  may 
have  been  incurred  under  the  act  laying  an  em- 
bargo on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  porta  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States,  or  under  any  of  the 
aeveral  acts  supplementary  thereto,  or  to  enforce 
the  samcj  or  under  the  acts  to  interdict  the  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  and  France  and  their  dependen- 
cies, and  for  other  purposes,  shall  be  recovered 
and  distributed,  and  may  be  remitted  in  the  man- 
ner provided  by  the  said  acts  respectively,  and  in- 
like  manner  as  if  the  said  acts  had  continued  in 
full  force  and  effect. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  if  further  enacted,  That  in  ease 
either  Great  Britain  or  France  shall,  before  the 
third  day  of  March  next,  so  revoke  or  modify  her 
edicts  as  that  they  shall  cease  to  violate  the  neu- 
tral commerce  of  the  United  States,  which  fact 
the  Prestdeut  of  the  United  States  shall  declare 
by  proclamation,  and  if  the  other  nation  shall  not 
within  three  months  thereafter  so  revoke  or  mod- 
ify her  edicts  in  like  manner,  then  the  third, 
fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth, 
and  eighteenth  sections  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  interdict  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses)'' shall,  from  and  after  the  expiration  of 
three  months*from  the  date  of  the  proclamation 
aforesaid,  be  revived  and  have  full  force  and  efieet. 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  dominions,  colonies,  and 
dependencies,  and  to  the  articles  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture,  of  the  dominions,  colonies, 
and  dependencies  of  the  nation  thus  refusing  or 
neglecting  to  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  in  the 
manner  aforesaid.  And  the  restrictions  imposed 
by  this  act  shall,  from  the  date  of  such  proclama- 
tion, cease  and  be  discontinued  in  relation  to  the 
nation  revoking  or  modifying  her  decrees  in  the 
manner  aforesaid.— ^Approved,  May  1, 1810. 

An  Act  making  faither  appropriations  fcr  ooapleting 
the  Capitolt  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  in  addition  to  the  ap- 
propriations heretofore  made,  the  following  sums 
of  money  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  appropri- 
ated^to  be  appplied  under  the  direction  of  the 


President  of  the  United  States,  to  the  ps^ 
hereinafter  mentioned,  that  is  to  say : 

For  sculpture,  and  warming  and  rat^^ 
the  Chambet'  of  the  House  of  RepreseDUst 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars: 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  compleneg^ii 
Court  room,  and  the  offices  of  the  Jodicivrt 
the  east  side,  completing  the  Senate  Ch&cli 
and  stopping  the  leaks  in  the  roof  of  tbe  s:^ 
wing  ot  the  Capitol,  twenty  thousand  dolUn 

For  repairs  to  the  President's  house  aod  A 
ces,  five  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
the  duty  of  the  Superintendent  of  tbe  Cl(r 
Washington,  prior  to  any  farther  adnoc^ 
money  t^ing  made,  to  call  for  all  claims  dov 
on  account  of  materials  furnished  or  work 
in  the  public  buildings,  in  order  that  the 
may  be  liquidated  and  paid. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thit  4 
several  sums  of  money  hereby  appropristfd  ssi 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasory  e« 
otherwise  appropriated. — Ap|>roved,  Miy  1.  IJli 


An  Act  confirming  the  decisions  of  the  Cobubbbha 
in  favor  of  the  claimants  of  land  ia  ths  Disna  < 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc.,  That  all  the  deeisiofisaide 
by  the  commissioners  appointed  for  tbe  pvpflc 
of  examiniag  the  claims  of  persons  chumii^li^ 
in  the  district  of  Kaskaskia,in  favor  of  soelicbfi' 
ants,  as  entered  in  the  transcript  of  ^eciaoHi 
bearing  date  the  thirty-first  day  of  Oecesto 
eighteen  hundred  and  nine,  which  ktrrbRS 
transmitted  by  the  said  commissioners  to  ii»^ 
eretary  of  the  Treasury  according  to  law,  be  tat 
the  same  are  hereby  confirmed. 

Approved,  May  1, 1810. 

An  Act  makmg  appvopriatioBs  ler  caiiyia^ii^^^ 
certain  Indian  tnatiss. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That,  for  the  porposeofeaj 
ryiog  into  effect  a  treaty  between  the  Cbw 
States  and  the  Delaware,  Pottawatimies,aoil^ 
river  tribes  of  Indians,  concinded  at  FortWay*, 
on  the  thirtieth  day  of  September,  one  tboystj 
eight  hundred  and  nine,  the  sam  of  one  tboosia 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  is  hereby  >pp 
priated,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  tribes  sDDoa)if;>^ 
follows : 
To  the  Delawares,  five  hundred  dollars*, 
To  the  Miamies,  five  hundred  dollars; 
To  the  Eel  river  tribe,  two  hundred  aodP 
dollars ; 
To  the  Pottawatamies,  five  hundred  dollai^i 
Which  several  annuities  shall  be  perotoeoi 
Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbat,forc£^ 
rying  into  effect  a  separate  article  entered  i»s 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Mmif^^ 
Bel  river  tribes  of  Indians,  at  Fort  Wayoe,^ 
the  thirtieth  of  September,  one  thousaod  (ifi 
hundred  and  nine,  the  sum  of  five  huodrtdi^ 
lars  annually  Is  hereby  appropriated,  for  tbe  (<^ 
of  three  years,  and  no  longer.    And  a  furtiier<|^ 
nuity  of  tW4>  hundred  dollars  to  the  MtaiDieia>'< 
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lodians ;  and  to  the  Wea  and  Eel  riret  tribes  I  ahall  uspectiFely  be  appointed  by  the  President 
arther  annuity  of  one  hundred  dollars  each,     -  •     -^  •    •  -^    -      •         ....... 

ich  shall  be  permanent. 

kc.  3.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That,  for  ear- 
Dgiatoeffecta  treaty  concluded  at  Fort  Wayne, 
the  twenty-sixth  day  of  October,  one  thousand 
ht  hundred  and  nine,  between  the  United 
ites  and  the  Wea  tribe  of  Indians,  the  sum  of 
i  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  is  hereby  ap- 
ipriated,  and  a  further  sum  of  three  hundred 
Jars  annually,  which  annuity  shall  be  per- 
ineDt. 

3cc.  4.  And  be  itjurthet  enacted,  That,  for  car- 
og  into  effect  a  treaty  concladed  at  Vincen- 
s,  OD  the  ninth  day  of  December,  one  thou- 
id  eight  hundred  and  nine,  between  the  Uni- 
I  States  and  the  Kickapoo  tribe  of  Indians,  the 
n  of  five  hundred  dollars  is  hereby  appropri- 
td,  to  be  paid  annually  to  the  said  tribe,  which 
Daily  shall  be  permanent. 
3ec.  5.  And  be  it  Jfurther  enacted^  That  the 
reral  sums  appropriated  by  this  act,  shall  be 
id  oat  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  other- 
se  appropriated. — Approved  May  1, 1810. 

i  Act  fixing  the  compensation  of  public  Ministersy 
rod  of  Consnls  residmg  on  the  coast  of  Barbary, 
lod  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
lited  States  shiall  not  allow  to  any  Minister 
eoipotentiary  a  greater  sum  than  at  the  rate  of 
Qetnousand  dollars  per  annum,  as  a  compensa- 
•D  for  all  bis  personal  services  and  expenses; 
r  to  any  Charge  des  Affaires,  a  greater  sum 
ID  at  the  rate  of  four  thousand  nve  hundred 
liars  per  annum,  as  a  compensation  for  all  his 
rsonal  services  and  expenses ;  nor  to  the  secre- 
ry  of  any  Legation  or  Embassy  to  any  foreign 
antry,  or  secretary  of  any  Minister  Plenipo* 
Hiary,  a  greater  sum  than  at  the  rate  of  two 
aosand  dollars  per  annum,  as  a  compensation 
'  all  his  personal  services  and  expenses;  nor  to 
y  Consul  who  shall  be  appointed  to  reside  at 
giers,  a  greater  sum  than  at  the  rate  of  four 
oasand  dollars  per  annum,  as  a  compensation 
'  all  his  personal  services  and  expenses;  nor 
any  other  Consul  who  shall  be  appointed  to 
tide  at  any  other  of  the  States  on  tne  coast  of 
irbary,  a  greater  sum  than  at  the  rate  of  two 
3usaud  dollars  per  annum,  as  a  compensation 
'  all  his  personal  services  and  expenses;  nor 
all  there  be  appointed  more  than  one  Consul 
:  any  one  of  the  said  States :  Propided,  It  shall 
lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States 
allow  to  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  or  Charge 
s  Affaires,  on  going  from  the  United  States  to  any 
reign  country,  an  outfit,  which  shall  in  no  case 
ceed  one  year's  full  salary  of  such  Minister  or 
)are£  des  Affaires;  but  no  Consul  shall  be  al- 
ived  an  outfit  in  any  case  whatever,  any  usage 
custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  to 
title  an)[  Chargft  des  Affaires,  or  secretary  to 
y  Legation  or  Embassy  to  any  foreign  eoun- 
U  or  secretary  of  any  Minister  Plenipotentiary, 
the  compensation  hereinbefore  providedi  they 


of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate ;  but.  in  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  the  President  is  hereby  authorized  to 
make  such  appointments,  which  shall  be  submit- 
ted to  the  Senate  at  the  next  session  thereafter, 
for  their  advice  and.consent :  and  no  compensa- 
tion shall  be  allowed  to  any  Charge  des  Anaires, 
or  any  of  the  secretaries  hereinbefore  described, 
who  shall  not  be  appointed  as  aforesaid :  Pro^ 
vided.  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  authorize  any  appointment  of  a  sec- 
retary to  any  Charg6  des  Affaires,  or  to  any  Con- 
sul residing  on  the  Barbary  coast,  or  to  sanction 
any  claim  against  the  United  States  for  expense 
incident  to  the  same,  any  usage  or  custom  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  where 
any  sum  or  sums  of  monev  shall  be  drawn  from 
the  Treasury,  under  any  law  making  appropria- 
tion for  the  contingent  expenses  of  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  foreign  nations, 
the  President  shall  be  and  he  hereby  is  author- 
ized to  cause  the  same  to  be  duly  settled,  annu- 
ally, with  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury, 
in  the  manner  following,  that  is  to  say:  By  caus- 
ing the  same  to  be  accounted  for  specially  in  all 
insUncea  wherein  the  expenditure  thereof  may 
in  his  judgment  be  made  public,  and  by  making 
a  certificate  of  the  amount  of  such  expenditures 
as  he  may  think  it  advisable  not  to  specify,  an4 
every  such  certificate  shall  be  deemed  a  sufficient 
voucher  for  the  sum  or  sums  therein  expressed 
to  have  been  expended. 

Scdi.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  theConsuls  of  the  United  States, 
residing  on  the  Barbary  coast,  or  either  of  them, 
to  expend  or  to  disburse  or  pay,  or  caused  to  be 
paid,  for  any  purpose  or  on  any  pretence  what- 
ever, not  authorized  by  law,  to  any  one  of  the 
Barbarv  Powers,  or  to  the  officers  or  aubjecu 
thereof,  a  greater  sum  than  three  thousand  dol- 
lars in  any  one  irear,  with  intent  to  charge  the 
United  States  with  the  same,  without  first  ob« 
taining  a  special  approbation  in  writing,  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  for  that  purpose. 
And  every  such  Consul  who  shall,  after  notice  of 
this  act,  expend  or  disburse,  or  pay  or  cause  to  be 
paid  for  any  purpose  or  any  pretence  whatever, 
not  authorized  by  law,  to  any  one  of  the  Bar- 
bary Powers,  or  to  the  officers  or  subjecU  there- 
of, a  greatet  sum  than  three  thousand  dollars  in 
any  one  year,  or  shall  be  aiding  or  assisting  there- 
in, without  first  obtaining  the  approbation  of  the 
President  as  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  a. sum  equal  to 
one  half  bis  vearly  compensation ;  and  shall, 
moreover,  stand  charged  with  and  be  accountable 
for  all  moneys  so  disbursed  or  paid,  contrary  to 
the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  November  next,  no 
Consul  of  the  United  States,  residing^  on  the  Bar- 
bary  coast,  shall  own,  in  whole  or  in  part,  any 
ship  or  vessel,  to  be  concerned  directly  or  indi- 
rectly in  the  exportation  from,  or  importation  to, 
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any  of  the  States  od  the  coast  of  Bftrbary,  of  any 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  on  penalty  that 
eTery  CodsqI  so  offendiog,  ana  being  thereof  con- 
victed, shall  for  every  offence  forfeit  a  sum  not 
ezcpeaing  one  thousand  dollars?. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  U  farther  eriacUd,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Gopsuls  residing  on  the  Bar- 
bary  coast  to  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  annually,  an  account  of  all  moneys  re- 
ceived, and  of  all  aisbursements  or  etpenditures 
made  by  them,  respectively,  for  or  on  acpount  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  particular  purpose  to 
which  the  moneys  have  been  applied,  and  the 
vouchers  to  support  the  same :  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  shall  transmit  to  Congress, 
within  two  months  after  the  commencement  of 
the  first  session  thereof,  in  every  year,  a  state- 
ment of  all  the  moneys  disbursed  from  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States,  for  expenses  of  inter- 
course with  the  Barbary  Powers  during  the 
preceding  year,  therein  noting,  as  far  as  can  be 
ascertained  at ,  the  Treasury,  the  sums  received 
by .  the  agents  or  Consuls,  and  the  purposes  to 
which  the  same  have  been  applied. 

Sec  7.  And  be  UJurther  enacted^  That  the  act, 
entitled  ^An  act  in  addition  to  the  law  of  the 
United  States  concerning  Consuls  and  Vice  Con- 
suls,^'approved  July  siiih,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-seven,  and  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  ascertain  the  compensation  of  public 
Ministers,"  approved  May  the  tenth,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
repealed.— Approved,  May  1, 181Q. 


An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act,  enUtled  **Ai|  act  con- 
cerning the  Library  ibr  the  uie  of  both  Hoasea  of 
Congrem." 

Be  U  enacted^  Acy  That  the  President  of.  the 
Senate  and  Speaner  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives^ for  the  time  being,  be  and  they  afe  hereby 
authorized  to  grant  the  uae  of  the  books  in  the 
Library  of  Congress,  to  the  agent  of  the  joint 
comniittee  of  Congress  appointed  in  relation  to 
the  Library,  oa  the  same  terms,  conditions,  and 
restoiotioDs,  as  members  of  Congress  are  allowed 
to  uae  said  books,  anything  contained  in  any  fbr- 
mer  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved,  May  1, 1810. 


An  Act  attthorizihg  a  loan  of  money,  for  a  snm  n<it 
exceeding  the  amount  of  the  principal  of  the  public 
debt,  reimbursable  daring  the  -  year  one  thonsand 
eight  handled  and  ten* 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to 
borrow,  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States;  a  sum 
not  exceeding  the  amount  of  the  principal  of  the 
public  debt,  which  will  be  reimbursed,  according 
to  law,  during  the  present  year,  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Fund^at  a  rate  of  interest 
payable  quarter  yearlv,  not  exceeding  six  per 
centum  per  annum,  and  reimbursable  at  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  United  States,  or  at  such  period  as  may 
be  stipulated  by  contract,  not  exceeding  six  years, 
from  the  first  day  of  January^  next ;  to  oe  applied, 


in  addition  to  the  moneys  now  in  the  Trea&^ 
or  which  may  be  received  therein  from  ou; 
sources  during  the  present  year,  to  defray  ilu' 
the  public  expenses  which  are,  or  may  beao:^ 
ized  by  law.  The  stock  thereby  created,  id- 
be  transferable  in  the  same  manner  as  u  protik 
by  law  for  the  transfer  of  the  funded  debi  L 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sixs 
to  lend  the  said  sum  or  any  part  thereof;  ui: 
is  further  hereby  declared,  that  it  shall  be  deicOH 
a  good  execution  of  the  said  power  to  borrow,!^ 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  tlie  apprci- 
tion  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stiie,  i 
cause  to  be  constituted  certificates  of  stock,  sip 
ed  by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  or  bf  acas 
missioner  of  loans,  for  the  suid  to  be  borrovfi 
or  for  any  part  thereof,  bearing  an  interest  ofsa 
per  cent,  per  annum,  transferable  and  reimbo'v 
ble  as  aforesaid ;  and  to  cause  the  said  certlEeais 
of  stock  to  be  sold :  Provided,  Tliataosaehs^cct 
be  sold  udder  par. 

Sec,  2.  Ana  be  U  further  enacted^  That  ^ 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  and  he  is  ber^ 
authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  thePre$i^' 
of  the  United  States,  to  give  the  preferencta 
the  suWriptions  which  may  be  madetotiKtJii 
atithorized  by  this  act,  to  the  holders  of  tbt  a- 
changed  six  per  cent,  stock,  created  by  \'\nui 
the  secOAd  section  of  the  act  passed  oo  tbe  ^• 
enth  day  of  Pebruary,  one  thousand  eight  &3i- 
dred  and  seven,  for  all  amount  not  excec^i&f. f<n 
each  such  stockholder,  the  amount  of  tbe  aii 
exchanged  six  per  cent,  stock  held  by  him  xVJ» 
time  of  sobscnbinj^  as  aforesaid:  PrmM 
That  the  holders  of  the  said  stock,  who  mar  ^ 
desirotxs  to  subscribe  to  the  said  loan,  shall  Bctifr 
the  same  in  the  manner  and  within  the  tiae  (^ 
be  designated  by  public  notice,  for  that  jMirpose 
by  the^^ecretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  ibt  i?- 
problition  of  the  President  of  the  UoitedStites 
And  provided,  cdto.  That  the  sum  which  Qif  Ik 
thus  DOrro wed  from  the  holders  of  the  said  ei- 
changed  six  per  cent,  stock  shall  be  reioborsabk 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States. 

Sbc.  3.  Andbeitfurfherenactedj  Thatsomae^ 
of  the  funds  eonscftuting  the  annual  appropriau^ 
of  eight  millions  of  dollars  for  the  payment  of  ti^ 
princina)  and  interest  of  the  public  debt  oftLf 
United  States,  as  Inay  be  wanted  for  that  psr 
pose,  is  hereby  pledged  and  apc^ropriated  for  t^-^ 
payinent  of  the  intef'esC  and  for  the  reimbaN- 
ment  of  the  pridcipaf  of  the  stock,  which  mv 
be  created  by  virtue  of  this  act.  It  shall  acecri- 
iogly  be  the  duty  of  the  Comtnissioners  of  ^ 
Sinking' Fund,  to  cause  to  be  applied  and  pi^ 
oat  of  the  saia  fond  yearly,  and  every  year,sQct 
sum  and  sums  as  may  be  annually  wanted  to  J^^- 
charge  the  interest  acscruing  on  the  said^toct 
and  to  reimburse  the  principal,  as  the  same  fb^ 
become  due,  and  may  be  discharged  in  coDforim- 
ty  with  the  terms  of  the  loan ;  and  they  are  for 
ther  authorized  to  apply,  from  time  to  iime.sfic^ 
sum  or  sums  out  of  the  said  fund  as  thef  sir 
think  ]>roper,  toward  redeeming  by  purchase, as^ 
at  a  price  not  above  par,  the  principal  of  tbesiii 
stock,  or  any  part  thereof.    And  the  faith  of  t^ 
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ted  States  is  hereby  pledged  to  establish  suffi; 
t  xeTenues  for  making  op  any  deficiency  that 
'  hereafter  take  place  in  the  funds  hereby  ap- 
>riated  for  payins  the  said  interest  and  prin- 
1  sums,  or  any  of  them,  in  manner  aforesaid, 
pprov^d,  May  1, 1810. 

A.ct  to  erect  a  light-hoase  at  the  entrance  of  Scitn- 
e  harbor,  a  stone  column  on  a  spit  of  sand  at  the 
itrance  into  Boston  harbor,  and  a  beacon  on  Beach 
nnt  near  Plymouth  harbor  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
lasetfcs ;  a  light  at  the  entrance  of  Bayou  St.  John, 
to  Lake  Pontchartrain,  and  two  lights  on  Lake 
rie,  and  for  beacons  and  bnoys^  near  the  entvance 
'  Beverly  harbor. 

Ee  t^  enacted^  ^c,  That,  on  the  cession  of  the 
sdiction  of  so  much  land  on  one  of  the  points 
ning  the  entrance  of  Scituate  harbor,  in  the 
te  of  Massachusetts,  as  the  President  of  the 
ited  States  shall  deem  sufficient  and  most 
per  for  a  light-house,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  provide  by  con- 
st for  building  of  a  light-bopse  of  stone  there- 
and  placing  it  on  the  like  establishment  with 
er  light-houses.  The  number  and  disposition 
the  lights  shall  be  such  as  may  distinguish  it 
n  those  of  others. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
tse  to  be  erected  a  colundn  of  stone,  as  a  beacon, 
a  spit  of  sand,  extending  from  Light-House,  or 
m  the  Great  Brewster  island,  at  the  entrance 
the  harbor  of  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
isetts,  of  such  form  and  dimensions  as  he  shall 
)m  necessary.  And  also  to  cause  good  and 
hcient  buoys  and  beacons  to  be  placed,  for  t^e 
ety  of  navigation,  at  or  near  the  entrance  of 
i  harbor  of  Beverly,  in  Massachusetts. 
3ec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  one 
the  two  beacons  directed  to  be  erected  on  the 
ony  Muscle  Bed,  near  Plymouth  harbor,  itt  the 
ftte  of  Massachusetts,  by  an  act  which  passed 
)  seventeenth  of  March,  eighteen  hundred 'and 
;bt,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  directed  to  be 
fcted  on  Beach  point,  near  the  said  harbor  of 
jr  mouth. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
cretary  of  the  Treasury  be  and  he  is  hereby 
thorized  to  cause  to  be  erected  and  established, 
ider  proper  regulations,  such  a  light  as  he  shall 
em  proper  and  necessary,  at  or  near  the  en- 
iDce  of  Bayou  St.  John  into  Lake  Pontchar- 
lio,  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans ;  and  such  lighta 
he  shall  deem  proper  on  or  near  Bird  island, 
id  00  or  near  Presque  Isle,  in  Lake  Erie. 
Sec.  5.  And  be  U further  enacted^  That  there 
>  appropriated  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasu- 
01  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ed,  the  following  sums  of  money  to  accomplish 
e  purposes  of  this  act,  to  wit : 
For  the  erection  of  a  light-house,  at  the  en- 
Bnce  of  Scituate  harbor,  four  thousand  dollars. 
For  the  erection  of  a  stone  column  on  a  spit  of 
Dd,  extending  from  Light-House  island,  at  the 
uraDce  of  Boston  haroor,  three  thousand  five 
iQdred  dollars. 


And  for  the  erection  and  establishment  of  a 
light  at  the  entrance  of  Bayou  St.  John  into  Lake 
Pontchartrain,  two  thousand  dollars. 

And  for  the  erection  and  establishment  of  two 
lighu  on  Lake  Erie,  one  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars. 

Ajid  for  beacons  and  buoys  near  the  entrance 
of  Beverly  harbor,  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred 
dollars.— Approved,  May  1, 1810. 

RESOLUTION. 
JRe$olvedj  by  the  Senate  and  Haute  of  Repre^ 
eentativee  of  the  United  States  of  America  tn  tkmr 
greB$  aeaembiedj  That  the  expressions  contained 
in  the  official  letter  of  Francis  J.  Jackson,  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannic  Majesty 
near  the  United  States,  dated  the  23d  day  of  Oe^ 
tober,  1809,  and  addressed  to  Mr.  Smith,  Secreta- 
ry of  State,  conveying  the  idea  that  the  Execu- 
tive Goyernment  of  the  United  States  had  a 
knowledge,  that  the  arrangement  lately  made  by 
Mr.  Erskine,  his  predecessor,  in  behalf  of  his 
(Government,  with  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  was  entered  into  without  competent  pow- 
ers on  the  part  of  Mr.  Erskine  for  that  purpose, 
were  highly  indecorous  and  insolent :  That  the 
repetition  of  the  same  intimation  in  his  official 
letter  dated  the  4th  of  November,  1809.  after  he 
was  apprized,  bv  the  asseveration  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  that  tne  Executive  Government  had  no 
such  knowledge,  and  that  if  it  had  possessed  such 
knowledge,  such  arrangement  would  not  have 
been  entered  into  on  the  part  of  the  United  States; 
and  after  also  being  officially  apprized,  that  such 
intimation  was  inadmissible,  was  still  more  inso- 
lent and  afiVonting;  and  that  in  refusing  to  re- 
ceive any  further  communications  from  bim,  in 
consequence  of  these  outrageous  and  premedi* 
tated  insults,  the  Executive  Government  has 
manifested  a  just  regard  to  its^own  dignity  and 
hpnor,  as  we)l  as  to  the  character  and  interest  of 
the  American  people:  That  the  letter,  signed 
Francis  J.  Jackson,  headed  ^'Circuhir,"  dated 
13th  November,  1809,  and  published  and  circu- 
lated through  the  countrv,  is  a  still  more  direct 
and  aggravated  insult  and  atfront  to  the  Ameri- 
can people  and  their  Government,  as  it  is  evi- 
dently an  insidious  attempt  to  excite  their  resent- 
ments and  distrusts  against  their  own  Govern- 
ment, by  appealing  to  them,  through  false  or 
fallacious  disguises,  against  some  of  its  acts;  and 
to  excite  resentments  and  divisions  amongst  the 
people  themselves,  which  can  only  be  dishonora- 
ble to  their  own  characters  and  ruinous  to  their 
own. interests:  And  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  do  hereby  solemnly  pledge  themselves  to 
the  American  people,  and  to  the  world,  to  stand 
by.and  support  the  Executive  Government  in  its 
refusal  to  receive  any  further  coVnmunicationa 
from  the  said  Francis  J.  Jackson,  and  to  call  into 
action  the  whole  force  of  the  nation,  if  it  should 
become  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Executive  Government  in  this  respect,  to 
repel  such  insults,  and  to  assert  and  maintain  the 
rights,  the  honor,  and  the  interests  of  the  United 
States,-*Approved|  January  12, 1810. 
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A.  .Pa|^. 

fitifuial  Military  Forc«,  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  showing  the  progreei  made 
in  carrying  into  effect  the  act  for  raising 

an 16 

ditional  Rations,  Mr.  Leib  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  o(  allowing,  to 
commanders  of  separate  posts        -        r    685 
which  wae  agreed  to»  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed ......    686 

jonrnment,  (first  session,)  interchange  of  mee- 
sagesy  that  eommittees  are  respectively 
appointed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  inform  him  they  are 

ready  for 49,50 

the  oommittee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  re* 

ported 60 

joint  committees  appointed  preparatory  to, 
(second  session)    -        •        -        .        •    680 
ministration,  the  President  of  the  Senate  com- 
municated a  letter  -from  the  Oovemor  of 
Ohio,  with  a  copy  M  a  resohition  of  the 
General  Asaembly  of  that  State,  appro- 
batory of  the  measures  of  the         -        <•■    589, 
ixandria,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatiTes  to  amend  the  act  establishing  a 
turnpike  road  in  the  county  of,  read  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading     .        -        .    696 
read  a  second  time,  and  refimed  to  a  com-     ' 

mittee  --••-.•  598 
reported  without  amendment  ...  647 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  651 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee  -  •  053 
reported  with  an  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -        -    654 
read  the  third  time,  and  pased  as  amended     657 
derson,  Joseph,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Tennessee,  from  the  4th 
of  March  last,  produced  his  credentials 
and  took  his  seat  (first  session)      -        •        9 
appeared  and  took  his  seat  (second  session)    516 
remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  adhere  to  the 
amendments  to  the  bill  concerning  eom« 
mercial  intercourse,  dec         ...    699 
drewa,  George,  and  othen,  Mr.  Brent  -pre* 
sented  the  petition  of,  praying  to  be  em- 
powered to  form  a  company  for  making  a 
turnpike  road,  dbc         ....    613 

llthCov.sdSxss.— A 
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Annapolis,  Mr.  Reed  gsTe  notice  of  a  bill  to 

change  the  post  route  from ,  to  Rockhall,  dee.      38 

a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        .        -        •        • 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Army  and  Navy,  Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion that  a  select  committee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  whether  it  be  expedient  to 
make  any  modification  of  the  laws  re- 
lating'to  the  -----. 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 

Athens  County,  (Ohio,)  Mr.  Meigs  presented 
the  petition  of  the  citiiens  of,  |)raying  a 
law  to  make  and  establish  a  national  road 
leading  from  the  seat  of  the  National 
Government,  through  Clarksburg,  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Muskingum  river,  lefeiied 
to  a  committee       -        -        ... 

Attorney  General,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bayard, 
the  reports  of  the,  made  to  the  Senate  in 
pursuance  of  their  order  of  the  6th  Feb- 
ruary, 1807,  were  referred  to  a  ealeet 
committee     *...-• 

D, 
Bank  of  Alexandria,  a  bill  to  continue  the  char- 
ter of  the,  read,  &c.       ....    841^ 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  •-•.•.    865 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    883 
Bank  of  Potomac,  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read)  diw.    861 
'  read  a  second  time,  and  powtponed  to  De- 
cember next  •        •        •        •        -  *      •    853 

Bank  of  the  United  Btatee,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Smith  of  Maryland,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  directed  to  report  whether 
any  and  what  dividends  have  been  made 
by  the,  over  and  above  six  per  cent,  per 
annum,  dec.  ...... 

€  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasniy, 

with  a  statement  of  dividends 

Bank  of  Washington,  Mr.  Brent  presented  the 

petition  of  the  stockholders,  dec.,  of  the, 

praying  an  act  of  incorporation,  referred 

to  a  select  commiltee     .       .       .       ^ 

a  bill  to  that  effect  reported,  read,  Ac. 

read  a  second  time«  and  postponed  to  De» 

cumber  next  •       •       •       •       • 
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Baiteiy  Powers,  Mr*  Bredley  submitted  a  reso- 
ladon  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  to  be  laid  before 
the  Senate  the  amount  of  all  moneys  dis- 
.  buned  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  in  their  intercourse  with  the,  dtc.       618 

•greed  to^  and  the  Secretary  ordered  to  lay 
it  before  the  President  of  the  United 
BUtes 519 

a  message  from  the  President  of  Che  United 
States  with  the  information  asked  for      -    631 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
levive  and  continue  in  force  for  a  further 
time  the  act  to  protect  the  commerce  and 
seamen  of  the  United  States  against  the, 
was,  by  unanimous  consent*  read  three 
times,  and  passed  -       ,  •        -        -        -    686 

Mr.  Bradley  submitted  a  resolution  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  whO" 
ther  any  and  what  further  provisions  are 
necessary  and  expedient,  in  relation  to 
our  intercourse  with  the         -        -        -    591 

•greed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed         -    693 
Barred  Claims.     (See  Limitation.) 
Battnre,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  examine  into  the  title  to  the,  read 
twice,  and  referred         ....     $97 

reported  without  amendment     ...    647 

amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     •    666 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    657 

ntumed  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  disagreement  to  the  amendmetats    -.    659 

the  Senate  resolved  to  adhere    -        .        .     660 

Bi^ard,  James  A.,  of  Delaware,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat  (first  session)     ...      26 
appeared  and  took  bis  seat  (second  sea- 

•ion) 619 

apeach  of,  on  the  bill  to  engage  a  corps  of 
volunteers     ......     557 

BajnliaB,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  relief  of,  read,  dec'  -    680 
read  a  second  time,  and  passed  to  a  third 

reading 66S 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  ...    654 
Bayoa  St.  John,  a  bill  to  establish  a  light  at  the 
entrance  of.    (See  Sciiuaie  Harbor,) 
Point,  bill  to  erect  a  beacon  on.    (See 
SeUiiaie  Harbor,) 
Bird  Island,  Lake  Erie.     (See  Sciiuaie  Harbor,) 
i,  Daniel,  Mr.  Meigs  presented  the  petition 
ct,  praying  a  grant  of  land     ... 
relerred  to  a  select  committee    .        .        , 
a  UIl  for  relief  of,  reported,  read  twice,  and 

reierred  to  a  select  committee 
aaid  committee  reported  •  .  •  . 
luither  consideration  thereof  postponed  to 
December  next  .  »  .  .  • 
doe  from  the  Sute  of  Virginia,  Mr. 
Giles  submitted  a  resolution  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ex* 
pediency  of  providing  by  law  for  appro- 
priating certain  waste  and  unappropri* 
aled  lands  to  satisfy,  dee.  ...  642 
«i^aed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -  646 
aaid  committee  reported,  and  were  dis- 
charged          661 

Bradley,  Stephen,  R.,  of  Vermont,  appealed,  and 

took  his  seat  -,       -        .        .        -        •       18 
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Brent,  Richard,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 
his  seat  (first  session)    «... 

appeared  and  took  his  seat  (second  aessioii) 
Brown,  Rev.  O.  B.,  Election  of,  as  Chaplain  • 
Business,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  House  «f 
Representatives  appointing  a  committee 
on  their  part,  dtc,  to  Inquire  what  it  ne- 
cessary to  be  done  during  the  pfcsest 
session  -        .        -        .        -        .       . 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee^  appointed  o&fte 
part  of  the  Senate  ..... 

a  report  from  said  committee  read 

appointment  of  a  committee  agreeahly  to  the 
twenty-second  rule  for  conducting,  {fixtt 
session)         -        -        -         .        .      . 

appointment  of  a  committee  agreeably  to  the 
twenty-second  rule  for  conducting,  (Mcond 
session)         -        -        -        -        -       • 

appointment  of  a  committee  agreeablv  to 
the  forty-second  rule,  dtc  (second  att- 
sion)     -        -        -        -        -        -       - 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, with  notice  to  inquire  what  is 
necessary  to  be  done  by  Congress  dono; 
the  present  (second)  session,  read,  Ac   • 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading-        ----.. 

read  the  third  time,  agreed  to,  and  a  commit- 
tee appointed         ..... 

report  from  said  committee  read 

C. 

Caldwell,  Harry,  and  others,  a  bill  fioin  Hoik 

•of  Representativee  for  relief  of,  read,  Ac. 

read  a  second  time,  and  refiurred  to  a  eosH 

mtttee   ....... 

reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  Is  1 
third  reading         ..... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  am  ameadid 
Campbell,  Alexander,  appointed  a  Senator  bjrtki 
Legislature  of  Ohio,  in  the  room  of  £^ 
ward  Tiffin,  resigned,  produced  his  ae> 
dentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  sett 
Canals  and  Roads,  Mr.  Pope  gave  notioeof  a  iafl 
concerning    ...        ... 

(See  Hoadt  and  CanaU.) 
Capitol,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepreieBta- 
tives  making  appropnationa  %for  oompkl- 
ing  the  -        -        -        -        -        -      • 

Carroll,  Daniel,  and  others,  Mr.  Gaillard  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  praying  to  be  ioeorpo- 
rated  for  the  purpose  of  making  osrtaio 
roads  to  the  line  of  the  District,  rciene^ 
Census,  Mr.  Pope  submitted  a  reaointion  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  tskiag 
the  third,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  a  com- 
mittee appointed    .        .        .        .      - 

a  bill  reported  by  said  committee,  read,dtc 
the  vote  passing  the  bill  to  a  aecond  read- 
ing, reconsidered,  and  the  further 
oration  thereof  postponed  to  the  next 
sion       -        -        ...        .        .      - 

a  bill  trom  the  House  of  Repreeentatives  to 

provide  for  taking  the  third,  read,  Ac    - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 

committee     ...... 

reported  with  amendments 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended 
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read  the  third  time,  and  recommitted  -        -    &91 
reported  with  amendments         •        -.       -    696 
amendments  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  and  read  the  third  time  as 

amended 696 

returned  from  the  House  of  RepreaentatiTcs, 
with  agreement  to  some  and  disagreement 
to  other  amendments,  and  the  Senate  ask 

a  conference -    699 

the  HoQse  of  Representatives  agree  to  th6 
conference     ------    600 

the  managers  reported,  and  the  Senate  re- 
ceded from  their  amendments,  with  an 

amendment 612 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
alter  and  amend  the  act  providing  for  the  ' 

third,  read,  &e 644 

read  a  second  and  third  time,  snd  passea    •    646 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

further  to  amend  the  said  act  ...    678 
read  three  times,  tff  consent,  and  passed    -    679 
Cbamplin,  Christopher  G.,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the.  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  in  the ' 
room  of  Francis  Malbone,  deceased,  pro- 
duced his  credentials,  dec       ...    527 
Chaplains,  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  two, 

of  different  denomiuBtions       -        -        «       11 
concurred  in  by  the  House  of  Represent-        : 
attves    -        -        •        -        -        -        •       13 
the  same  resolution,  dbc.  (second  session)  -    478 
Chesapeake,  Delaware,  and  Ohio  Canal  Compa- 
ny, a  bill  authorising  a  subscription  to  the 
capital  stock  <t[,  reported,  and  pbstponed    589 
Cheiapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  Mr. 
Bayard  having  asked  and  obtained  leave, 
presented  a  bill  antbofiiing  the  sale  and     - 
grant  of  land  to  the,  read,  dbc        •        •    614 
read  a  aecopd  time,  and  referred        -        -    624 
reported  without  amendment     .        •        .    624 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -        -    632 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        .        •    633 

Chickasaw  Indians,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives making  appropriation  to  carry 
into  effect  a  treaty  with  the,  read,  &e.      -    27 
read  a -second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  -        ^        .        -        .        -      33 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        -      34 

Chillicothe,  (Ohio,)  Mr  Campbell  presented  the 
petition  of  the  citizens  of,  praying  an  ap- 
propriation of  a  proportion  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands  for  the  improvement 
of  a  great  post  road,  dbc,  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  petition  for  Athens     -    696 

Clason,  Isaac,  Mr.  German  gave  notice  of  a  bill 

for  relief  of -    668 

bill  presented,  read,  dec 669 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    661 
reported  without  amendment     ...     666 
the  third  reading  refused   .        -        -        •    668 
Clay,  Henry,  the  President  of  the  Senate  com- 
munieated  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of 
Kentucky,  enclosing  a  certificate  of  the  ap- 
pointment of,  in  the  room  of  Buckner 
Thruston,  resigned,  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table       .....    661 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  -    662 
.  speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  commercial 

miercoune,  dec.  -        -        •        -    769 


Clay,  Henry — continued.  Page, 

speedi  of,  on  the  bill  to  provide  munitions  of 
war '-    626 

Clerks,  Mr.  Anderson,  presented  the  petition  of 
the,  in  the  Treasury  Department,  praying 
an  augmentation  of  their  pay,  referred  to 
a  select  committee         ....    531 

Clinton,  George,  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  attended  at  die  opening  of  the  first 
session  -        •        --        -        -        -9 
absent  from  the  Senate      -        -        -     686^  668 

Clothing  for  the  Army,  dtc  (See  Munitions  of 
War.) 

CoUec^rs  of  Customs.    (See  Fishing  Vessels.) 

College,  Mr.  Brent  presented  the  petition  of  th^ 
Trustees  of  the  Institute  for  the  educa- 
tion of  youth  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
praying  an  act  to  establish  a,  referred  to 
a  select  committee  -        •        •        -        -     611 

Commerce  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Smith,  9^ 
Maryland,  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  author- 
ize the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
employ  the  public  armed  ships  to  protect 

the 641 

a  bill  in  pursuance  of  said  notice  was  pre- 
sented and  read 664 

Commercial  Intercourse,  Mr.   Giles  reported  a 
bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force  the. 
act  to  interdict,  with  Great  Britain  and 
France,  dtc,  read,  amended,  and  passed 
to  a  secoQd  reading"       -        -        -  '     -      16 
read  a  second  time,  and  made  the  order  of 

the  day  for  Thursday  next     -        •        -       17 
debate  on  the  bill       .....      |9 

amonded  and  recommitted         -        -        -      23 
a  new  bill  reported  as  a  substitute!  read,  dtc.      33 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ......      38 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  unanimously      89 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  which  were  concurred 

in -48 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  on 

the  same  subject,  read,  dec.    ...    649 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee    660 

reported  with  an  amendment     ...    671 
amendments    agreed   to,  the    bill    further 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  677 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  679 
the  House  of  Representatives  disagree  to 

the  amendment  .....  690 
the  Senate  ask  a  conference  ...  692 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  the 

conference  -  .  -  -  -  •  -  698 
a  report  from  the  Managers  that  they  could 

come  to  no  agreement  -  .  -  -  600 
the  Senate  resolved  to  adhere  •  -  -  611 
the  House  of  Representatives  resolved  to 

adhere 637 

Mr.  Hillhouse  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
questing the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate information  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  act  to  amend  the  act  to  interdict,  d^., 
has  been  executed .  -  .  .  -  672 
the  resolution  amended  and  agreed  to,  and 
the  Secretary  ordered  to  lay  it  before  the 
President 674 


YU 


INDEX. 


m 


Senate  Proceedinge  a/nd  Debateg^ 


576 


.  676 


663 

664 
666 
674 
676 


Commorcial  Intercourse— continued.  Page. 

a  Mesaage  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  transmitting  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  obedience 
to  the  resolution     .....    684 

Mr.  Leib  presented  the  memorial  of  sundry 

'  inhabitants  of  Penmlylvania  remonstra- 
ting against  the  passage  of  the  bill  now 
pending,  on  the  subject  of     •        -        - 

Mr.  German  presented  a  similar  petition  of 
citizens  of  New.  York    .        .        - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepreaentatiTes 
concerning,  read,  dec.    .... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  .com- 
mittee     - 

reported  with  amendments         -        -     .   - 

agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    • 

the  House  of  RepTesentatives  concur  in 
some,  and  disagree  to  others  of  the 
amendments,  and  ask  «  conference,  which 
is  agreed  to  -        -        -        .        -        -    678 

the  Managers  reported,  and  the  Senate  rece- 
ded from  one  amendment  and  adhered  to 

others    -        - 680 

Commercial  Laws,  Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  reso- 
lution to  refer  so  much  of  the  Message  as 
relates  to  a  revision  of  the,  to  a  Mlect 
committee     - 

which  was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed -        -        -        •      . . 

said  committee  reported    -      ^  - 
Gondit,  John,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Exec- 
utive of  New  Jersey,  appeared,  and  was 
qualified 

produced  his  credentials  of  appointment  by 

the  Legislature,  in  place  of  Aaron  Kitch- 

ell,  resigned,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 

•  seat       ..,-...- 
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Congress,  Mr.  Giles  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  fix 
the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of     - 

a  bill  in  pursuance  thereof  presented  and 
read      -        -        .        -        -        .        - 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  -        •        -  ,      - 

read  the  third  time^  and  postponed     - 

the  blank  filled  with  the  4th  of  November 
next,  and  the  bill  passed         ... 

a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  adjourn  their  re- 
spective Houses  on  the  30th  of  June, 
was  adopted  >        >        -        .        . 

a  similar  resolution  to  adjourn  the  second 
session,  from  the  House  of  Represcnta- 
atives,  read    ...... 

read  a  second  time 

read  the  third  time,  and  agreed  to      -        - 

a  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives rescinding  the  above,  and  fixing 
another  day,  read  -        «        -        -        . 

read  a  second  time    .        -        .        .        « 

read  the  third  time,  and  agreed  to      -        - 

Constitution,  Mr.  Pope  submitted  a  resolution 
proposing  an  amendment  of  the     •     •  • 

the  resolutions  read  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading-        .---.. 

r^  a  second  time,  and  referred  te  a  select 
committee 
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Conetitution— continued.  Pi^ 

Mr.  Reed  submitted  a  resolution  te  amend  91 
which  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  - 
reported  with  an  amendment      ... 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee 
reported  with  further  amendments 
the  report  and  amendments  recommitted    • 
Mr.  Champlin  communicated  a  reeolntioD 
of  the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island  in- 
structing their  Senators  to  oppose  a  cer- 
tain amendment  of  the  .... 

Mr.  Reed's  resoIutio|i  was  reported  fhrther 
amended       ...... 

amendments  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  -        ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
Mr.  Leib  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Pennsylvania  disapproving  the 
amendment  of  the,  as  propped  by  the 
St^te  of  'Massachnsetts  .... 

Consuls,  a  bill  fixing  the  compensation  oi;  rea- 
ding on  the  coast  of  Baitaiy,  read 
read  a  second  time    -        ••.--- 
imiended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     • 
read  the  Uiird  time,  and  paeaed  as  amended 
Contingent  Expenses.    (See  Stationary^  A/c) 
the  President  of  the  United  States  trans- 
mitted an  account  of  the,  of  tiie  Gevera- 
ment     ...        .        ... 

Contracts,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
of  three  staJtements  of,  in  obedience  to 
law,  made  by  the  Department  and  hj  the 
Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies  •  .  - 
the  Postmaster  General  made  n  i^oit  ooa- 
cerning  hi<j  ..»•.. 
^3ee  Public  Coniraett.) 

Convoy,  Mr.  German  submitted  a  resolntieR  re- 
lating tOy  dec  ..... 

which  was  referred  lo  the  Committee  oo 
Foreign  Relations  -        •        .        .      .  9$T 
Crawford,  W.  H.,  Qf  Georgia,  attended 

(seoond  session)        ..... 

speech  o^  on  the  bill  authortnng  the  equip- 
ment of  the  frigates,  dtc 
Crimes,  Mr.  Clay  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  pnimh 
certain  ....        ... 

a  bill  in  pursuance  of  notice,  suppleraentart 
to  the  act  to  punish  eeftain,  read,  dbc 

.  read  a  second  time,  and  refened  to  a  oonuoii- 
tee 

reported  without  amendment      . 

postponed  to  December  next 
Cuba,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Giles,  it  was  resolved  to 
request  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  nidi 
information  as  he  may  deem  proper  lo  be 
communicated  respecting  the  exiles  from 
the  island  of,  dec,  and  the  Secretary  was 
ordered  to  present  the  resolution 

a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  transmitting  the  information  re- 
quested, was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  bill  to  remit  certain  penalties  • 
Cumberland  Road,  Mr.  Pope  gave  notice  of  abiQ 
in  addition  to  the  act  for  laying  out  and 
making  the    ......    ti 

a  bill  presented  and  read    -        -        .       .    4i 

read  a  second  time,  amended,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading      -        •        -       '      '  S' 
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read  tbe  third  time*  and  pused  u  amended 
Mr.  Pope  gave  a  siioiiUr.  notice  -  -  - 
and  presented  a  bill,  dtc.,  wdiich  was  read  - 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  lo  a  third 

reading 

read  the  third  time^  and  passed  -        -        - 

D. 
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47 
483 

611 


512 
683 


Dardiny  Amey,  a  bill  from  the  Honse  of  Represen- 

tatifcs  for  relief  of,  read,  dec.  -        -        -    601 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a. com- 
mittee  •        -        .        .        .        -        .    611 


660 
676 


658 


26 


614 
619 


reported  without  amendment      ... 
the  third  reading  refused    .        •    '    >>        - 
)elaware,  Mr.  Bayard  presented  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of.  disapproving  of  the 
amendment  of  the  Conatitution  proposed 
by  the  State-of  Massadiusetts 
)empeie,  John,  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  au- 
thorised to  continue,  as  a  cterk  in  his  office, 
for  another  year     -        - 
)irect  Tax,  Mr.  Bradley  submitted  a  resolution 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  atate- 
ment  of  the  payment  of  the,  made  by  the 
States  respectively,  dec,  which  was  agreed 
to------- 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  obedience  thereto       -        -       .  - 
district  of  Coluovbia^  a  bill  to  incorporate  a  com- 
pany for  making  certain  roads  within  thet 

was  read,  dec 626 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee  -        -        -        -        -        -        -     626 

reported  wit)i  amendments  which  were  read  503 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
Mr.  Bradley  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  augment 
the  compensation  of  the  circuit  judges  of 
the  circuit  court  in  the  -  -  -  .  - 
a  bill  in  pursuance  of  notice  presented  and 

read • 

recommitted  to  a  select  committee 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  removal  of  slaves  from 
one  part  to  another  of  the,  read  first  and 
second  tirne^  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee   *        - 

reported  with  amendment  -        •*        -  .      - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        -        - 
read  tbe  third  time,  and  recommitted  - 
reported  with  amendments         ... 
further  amended  and  recommitted 
reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read 
postponed  until  December  next 
Mr.  Bayard  having  asked  and  obtained  leave, 
presented  a  bill  to  amend  the  laws  within 
the,  which  was  read,  dec. 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 

committee 628 

reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read    636 
amendments  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -       ,- 
read   the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
Mr.  Anderson  reported  a  bill  supplementary 
to   the  act,  concerning  the,  which  was 

read - 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Brent,  the  said  bill  was 
postponed  to  December  next  -        •        . 
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Dividends.    (Bee  Bank  of  the  United  State*.) 
Documents,  a  bill  fromi  the  Honse  of  Represen- 
tatives to  transmit  by  mail,  free  of  postage^ 

certain,  read,  dec. 480' 

read  a  second  time,  amended,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -        .    462 
read  the  third  tim^,  and  passed  as  amended     483 
Drawback,  Mr.  Malbone  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to 

eitend  the  benefit  of,  d^;..       •       «        -      18  - 
a  bill  in  pursuanoe  thereof,  preaeiited  and 

read      -        - 28 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee -        •        -        -        -        -        -      25* 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 27 

■  |«ad  the  third  timo,  an4  passed   -        -        *      82 
Mr.  Champlin  gave  notice  of  a  bill  of  similar 
tenor     -        -      .  -        -        -        -        -    696 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Reprcaei^tatives  io 
'  allow  the  benefit  of.  in  a  certain  case,  read    669 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  tlurd 
reading  ......    661 

read  the' third  time,  and  passed  -    ,    -        •    MI9 
Duberery,  Peter  F.,  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  relief  from' 
penalties  for  an  alleged  breach  of  the  rev- 
enue laws -    667 

Dyster,  Joseph  Jodiua,  Mr.  J^eib  presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  the  benefit  of  patent  ' 
right  for  a  new  invention  of  an  iron  bridge, 
reiarred  to  a  select  committee         -        •    488 
said  conhnittee  reported  a  bill,  as  prayed, 

which  was  read,  dec*      -        -        -        *    611 
read  a  second  time»  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ......    613 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    .    -  .  518 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
.  with  amendments,  which  were  read        -     549 
the  amendment  concurred  in    -        -        -    560 
Mr.  Leib  presented  another  petition  of,  stat- 
'   ing  his  discovery  of  a  new  and  important 
mode  of  propelling  vessels  by  steam,  and 
praying  the  privilege  of  patent  right,  read 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee   -        •    674 
said  committee  reported  a  bill  to  extend  cer- 
'  tain  privileges  to,  read,  dec.    ...    578 

^  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 688 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    684 

Eastoo,  Sarah,  and  Dorothy  Jones,  Mr.  Giles  pre* 
sented  the  petition  of,  praying  a  donation 
of  lands,  or  commutation  of  the  half-pay 
of  their  father,  the  late  Robert  H.  Harri- 
son,  aid-de-camp  and   secretary  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Revolutiona- 
ry Army        -        -        -        -        -        -    601 

the  petition  was  read  -        -        -        -    601 

referred  to  the  committee  on  the  bill  for  re- 
lief of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hamilton      -        -    612 
an  unfavorable  report  thereon  from  said  com- 
mittee     646 

Eel  River  Tribe.  (See  Wea  and  Eel  River  Tribes,) 

Elections,  Mr.  Hillhouse  submitted  a  resolution, 

that  a  committee  of,  be  appointed    -        -      27 
amended  and  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed -        -        --        -        -        -34' 
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Emoluments,  a  report  from   the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  with  a  statement  of  the,  of  ■ 
officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  cus- 
toms, in  the  year  1809,  read    - 
Bngineers,  Mr.  Bradley  gave  notice  of  a  bill 
making  further  provision  for  the  corps  of 
a  bill  in  pursuance  thereof  presented  and 
read      ------- 

read  a  second  time,  and  postponed  to  Janu- 
ary next 

referred  to  a  select  committee     •        •    ,    - 
reported  with  an  amendment      -        - 
postponed  to  December  next       -        -    .     - 
£rie  Literary  Society,  Mr.  Bradley  presented 
the  petition  of  a  committee  in  behalf  of 
the  trustees  of  the,  praying  a  donation  of 
Jand  in  the  Connecticut  Western  Reserve, 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committed  - 
said    committee  repoited    a  resolution  to 
postpone  the  further  consideration  to  the 
next    session    of  Congress,  which  was 
agreed  to       -        -        -        - 
Bxtra  Compensation,  a  motion  to  grant,  to  cer- 
tain servants  of  the  Senate,  objected  to  - 
Mr.  Leib  submitted  a  reiolution  to  the  same 
purpose,  which  was  read        ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  passed  to  a  third     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  agreed  to       -        - 

F. 

^hing  Vessels,  Mr.  Lloyd  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to 
authorize  credit  to  be  given  to  certain  col- 
lectors of  customs  for  allowances  paid  by 
them  to  the  owners  and  crews  of     - 

a  bill  in  pursuance  thereof  presented,  and 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       -        -        -      -  - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        - 

Foreign  Armed  Vessels,  Mr.  Leib  submitted  a 
resolution  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provi- 
ding by  law  for  excluding,  from  our  pons 
and  harbors -      40 

agieed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -      42 

said  committee  reported  a  resolution  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject until  the  next  sessioi)  of  Congress  ,-  45 
Foreign  Coins,  the  Secretary  of  the  l^easury 
transmitted  his  report  in  obedience  to  the 
law  regulating  the  currency  of  -  -  513 
Foreign  Relations,  on  motion  of  Mr.^  Giles,  so 
much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lated to,  was  referred  to  a  select  committee    478 

a  committee  appointed        -  .      -        -        -    479 
Fortifications,  a  bill  reported  to  complete  the,  for 
security  of  ports   and  harbors  and  the 
Northwestern  frontier,  read,  dec.     -        -      24 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading 26 

the  blanks  therein  filled,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed    -        -        •        •        -        -      26 

ft  letter  Irom  the  Secretary  of  War,  with 
his  report  on  the  subject  of     -        -        -     516 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
galleries  were    cleared,   and  the  report 
mentioned  was  read        -        -        -        -516 
Franklin,  Jesse,  of  North  Carolina,  attended     -    518 
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Free  Negroes,  Mr.  Brent  gave  notice  of  a  bfll 
to  prevent  the  future  emigration  of,  to  the 
District  of  Colombia  -  •  •  •  SI 
Frigates,  a  bill  to  authorise  the  fitting  out,  msn- 
ning,  dec  thoj  of  the  United  States,  retd 
a  first  and  seeood  time,  aad  ordered  to  a 
third  reading         -        -        -        -       • 

read  the  third  time,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Giles,  postponed    -        -        .        -       . 

the  biU^recommttted  -        -        -        .       . 

reported  with  amendments,  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  nineoded    - 

the  correspondence  of  the  Chainnan  vnth 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  snbicct. 
ordered  V)  be  printed      -        .        .       . 

the  bill  read  the  third  time  -        -        .       . 

and  passed      <  -        -        •        -         -       - 

Fulton,  Robert,  a  letter  from,  with  sundrj  oopieg 

of  his  pamphlet  explanatoiy  of  the  pne- 

tice  and  rflfects  of  torpedoes,  was  oomma- 

nicated  to  the  Senate      .... 

G. 

Gaillard,  John,  the  election  o^  as  President /its 
iem.  of  the  Senate  .... 

the  Vice  President  being  again  absent,  he 
is  re-elected  to  the  chair 
Garret,  Joab,  a  bill  from  the   House  of  Repn- 
•  sentatives  for  relief  of,  dbc,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  coo- 
mittee   -        -        -        -        -        -      .  5>J 

reported    with    amendments,   which  were 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  readiog 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
General  Post  Ofike  and  Patent  Office,  a  bin  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  bet- 
ter accommodation  of  the 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  by  consent, 

and  refened  to  a  select  committee  • 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading   -        -        -        .      .  0 
read  the  third  Ume,  and  passed  -        .      .  ^ 
German,  Obadiah,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
■Legislature  bf^New  York,  produced  his 
credentialfs  was  qualified,  dtc. 
attended  at  the  second  session    - 
Giles,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  continoe  in 
force  the  non«intercourse  act  - 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  refer  the 
subject  of  foreign  relations  to  a  select 
committee      ...        .       -      • 

speech  of,  on  his  re^Iution  approving  the 

conduct  of  the   Executive   towards  the 

British  Minister  Jackson  -      -        •       - 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  sbose 

of  privileges  by  foreign  Ministers   - 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  authorise  the  eqaip- 
ment  of  the  frigates        -        -        .       . 
Government,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of,  for  (he  year  1810  - 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading  - 
read  a  second  time,  snd  referred  to  a  select 
committee     -.-... 
reported   with    amendments,   which   were 
read       -        -        -        -        ... 

the  amendments  agreed  to^  and  ordered  to 
ft  third  reading      ..... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
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eat  Britain.  On  motion  of  Mr.  lAoyd  reaoWed 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  such  information  as  be  mi^  deem 
it  expedient  to  communicate  in  relation 
to  our  concerns  with      -        -        •        •       86 

a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  compliance  with  the  above, 
read,  and  3,000  copies  of  the  papers  or- 
dered to  be  printed         ...»      37 

Mr.  Lcib  submitted  sundry  resolutions  rer 
quiring  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  instruct  our  Minister  in  Lon- 
don to  demand  an  immediate  acknowl- 
edgment of  Mr.  Erskine*s  arrangement, 
Ac 694 

the  said  resolutions  were  withdrawn  >        •    697 

regg,  Andrew,  election  oi^  as  President  pra 

tern,  of  the  Senate,  dtc.  -        -  .46 

took  the  chair  at  the  opening  of  ihfi  second 
session  -..-.--    473 

riswold,  Stanley,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Executive  of  Ohio,  was  qualified,  dbc.     - 

on  motion  of  Mr.  HiUhouse,  the  creden- 
tials o^  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Elections       ...... 

said  committee  reported  that  he  was  entitled 
to  his  seat      -       -       -       .       ... 


88 

34 
87 
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faillet.  Urban,  and  associates.  (See  La  TVnppe,) 

lunboats,  a  bill  to  direct  the  s^e  of,  read,  Ac  - 

the  correspondence  of  the  chairman  of  the 

committee,  who  reported  the  biU,  with  the 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  subject; 

was  submitted  ^ith  the  bill  •  -  •  27 
said  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered 

to  lie  for  consideration  •  .  <^  -  «»  88 
lecommitted  to  a  select  committett  •  -  38 
reported  with  an  amendment  ...  39 
postponed  to  the  next  session  of  Congress  - '    40 

H. 

lamilton,  Elizabeth,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  relief  of,  read,  dbc    -  601 ' 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee     611 

reported  without  amendment     ...  646 

the  third  reading  refused   •        •        .•        .  666 

lannah,  George  H.  and  others,  impressed  sea- 
men, the  petition  of  was  laid  before  the 
Senate  by  their  President,  praying  the  in- 
terposition of  Government  in  their  be- 
half, read  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

SUte 676 

a  report  thereon  ftom  that  officer        -        -    678 

larding,  William,  Mr.  Clay  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  compensation  for  expen- 
ditures in  the  Indian  war  in  the  West ; 
referred  to  a  select  committee         -        •    668 

Havana  Sugars.    (See  Murratf,  John^  tf-  Sons,) 

lawkins,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  authorize  the  discharge  of^ 
from  imprisonment,  read,  dec.         -        -    64& 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee  •        -        -        -        -        -        •    660 

reported  with  an  amendment,  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading      ...    666 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    666 


Page- 
Heard,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives to  discharge,  from  imprisonment, 
twice  read  by  consent,  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, reported  without  amendment,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading ;  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    .        -        -        .        .      86 
HiUhouse,  James,  of  Connecticut,  attended        -    478 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  abuse 
of  privileges,  by  foreign  Ministers  - 
Horsey,  Outerbridge,  the  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate communicated  a  letter  from  the  Spea- 
ker of  the  Senate  of  Delaware,  enclosing 
a  certificate  of  the  appointment  of,  as  Sen- 
ator of  the  United  States,  in  the  place  of 
Samuel  White,  deceased,  read  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table  .... 
attended,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  -    648 
House  of  Representatives,  a  message  from  the, 

in  relation  to  a  quorum  -        -        -        -      10 
Hussey,  Tristram,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read,  dec.    - 
read  a  second  time,  referred  to  a  committee 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  ..... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

I. 

Indiana  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re^ 
sentattves  providing  for  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain lands  in  - 
read,  and  passed  ttf  a  second  reading  -    667 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
.  committee      ......    658 

reported  with  amendments         ...    $94 
amendments  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  e 
third  reading  .....    680 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    67S 
Indian  Tribes,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
communicated  copies  of  treaties  with  cer- 
tain        689 

a  bill  from  the  Rouse  of  Representativee 
making  appropriations  to  carry  into  effect 
treaties  with  ......    886 

read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading  -    680 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  , 681 

read  the  third  time,  amended  by  unanimoue 

conscfnt,  and  passed  as  amended 
Mr.  Clay  gave  notice  of  a '  bill  to  regulate 

trade  and  intercourse  with  the 
a  bill  in  pursuance  presented,  and  read       -    684 
Internal  Improvement,  Mr.  Pope  presented  a  UR 
having  for  its  object,  by  roads  and  canals, 
which  was  read      ....        *    6tS 
(For  progress  of  said  bill,  see  Roada  and 
Canals.) 
Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  concerning,  read  -  -  648 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .  -  650 
reported  with  amendments  ...  655 
amendments  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  .....    gsi 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

J. 

JaduN>n,  Francis  James,  (British  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary,) Mr.  Giles  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations,  reported  a  re»> 
olution  touching  the  conduct  of;  reed, 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading 
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Jacl(«on,  Francis  J. — oontinaed.  Page, 

read  a  second  time    -----    482 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    609 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    610 
Hr.  Giles  submitted  another  resolution  that 
a  joint  committee  be  appointed  to  present 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
joint  resolution  of  the  two  Houses  respect- 
ing the  conduct  of         ....    621 
at  the  request  of  the  mover,  the  last  resolu- 
tion was  withdrawn        ....    626 
Jefisrson,  Thomas,  Mr.  Pope  gave  notice  of  a 
bill  freeing  from  postage  all  letters  and 
packets  from  -        -        -        -        -      43 

a  bill  in  pursuance,  presented  and  read      •      43 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

,    reading 46 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .46 
Jbnea,  Levin,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented 

the  petition  of;  read  and  referred  -  -  .  680 
Jones,  Walter,  and  others,  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, Tlilr,  Anderson  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  that  provision  may  be 
made  for  the  establishment  of  a  Peniten- 
tiary system  in  said  District,  referred  to 
a  select  committee  .... 

K. 

. a  bill  from  the  House  of  Eepresenta- 

tives  authorizing  the  appointment  of  an. 
agent  for  the  land  office  at,  read     - 

read  a  second  time  by  consent,  and  referred 
to  a  committee 

reported  with  an  amendment,  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading      ... 

aiid»  by  unanivous  consent,  read  tho  third 
time,  and  passed    .        .        -        -        - 

returned  from  the  House  of  Ropresenta- 
tivas  with  disagreement  to  the  ameed- 
ment 

the  Senate  receded  from  their  amendment  - 

a  hiU  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
GonJSiming  the  decisions  of  the  Comnus- 
■ioners  in  the  district  of,  read  twice,  and 
referred         -...-- 

rqwited  without  amendment     -      .  - 

rpad  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  - 
Kentiickyy  Mr^  Giles  sobmitted.si  resolution  tiiat 
a  oommittee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  extinguishing  the  In- 
dian claim  to  lands  within  the  boundaries 
of  the  State  of      .        -        .        -        - 

i^^reed  to,  and  a  committee  appoij^ted 

•aid  committee  reported,  and  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 

Kerr,  iohn,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent^ 

atives  authorizing  the  discharge  of,  from 

imprisonment,  read 

lead  a  second  time     .        .        .        -        • 

referred  to  a  seleot  oommittee    ... 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  • 
i90ommitted  on  motion  of  Mr.  Turner 
reported  with  an  amendment,  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       -        .        . 
lead  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
Kdcapoo  Tribe  of  Indians,  a  Message  from  the 
President  of  the  United  Sutes,  submit- 
ting copies  of  a  treaty  with  the,  read 
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Land  Department,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Me^  t 

committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  die 

expediency  of  establishing  a   -        -       • 

a  bill  reported  to  add  to  the  officers  of  the 

Treasury    a    Superintendent  of   Pufalk 

Viands,  tyhieh  was  read  .... 

read  a  second  time    .        .        .        .       - 

postponed  indefinitely        ... 

Land  Offices,  a  bill  from  the  Home  of  Rrpre- 

sentatif  es  to  prescribe  the  mode  in  which 

application  shall  be  mi^de  for  the  purchase 

of  land  at  the  several,  dbc        ... 

read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading  - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 

committee      -        -        -        -        .       .   551 
reported  with  amendments,  agreed  to,  snd 
erdeted  to  a  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  as  amended 

Lapsley,  Margaret,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief 
of,  read,  Ac.  -        -        -        -  •      - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee     ...... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted    - 

reported  with  amendments,  agreed  to,  read 
the  third  time,  and  paased  as  ameadied    • 

La  Trappe,  Mr.  Brent  presented  the  petition  ci 
the  Society  of,  praying  eonfirmatioo  of 
their  title  to  certain  lands  in  IllimHs,  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee  • 
a  report  from  said  committee  read 
the  report,  &c.,  referred  to  a  seleot  cois- 

mittee  -  *  -  «  .  .  .  Ml 
ahili  reported,  and  read  -  «  .  .  H3 
read  a  second  time  -  -  .  .  .  fl5 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  ^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •  & 

Latrobe,  B.  H.,  a  report  and  letter  from,  laidl»> 

fore  the  Senate      •        -        -        .       .    S 

a  letter  from,  on  the  subject  of  arrangemeoti 
for  the  new  Senate  Chamber  -        .       .    4t 

which  letter  was  referred  to  a  select  cem- 

mittee ^ 

Lee,  Rev.  Jesse,  a  message  from  the  Home  of 
Representatives  that  Uiey  have  appointed 
the,' Chaplain         ..... 

a  similar  message  at  the  second  aession     - 

Lee,  Richard  Bland,  Mr.  Brent  submitted  a  rae- 

lutioB  that  the  petition  of,  which  was  pR^ 

sented  at  the  last  session,  be  refened  to 

the  Secretery  of  War     .... 

which  was  agreed  to  •        -        .        .       > 

a  report  from  ^e  jSecretaiy  of  War  in  the 
case      - 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  petition  and  re- 
port were  referred  to  a  select  commiltee  - 

report  of  said  committee  read     .        .       > 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  .... 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Brent,  the  report  and  ps* 
pers  were  referred  to  a  select  oommittee  • 

the  President  laid  before  Ae  Senate,  a  letter 
from,  on  the  subject  of  his  claim,  which 
was  referred  to  the  committee  last  named 
L'Enfent,  P.  C,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read  three  times, 
and  passed    ...        ... 
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Leib,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  in  explanation  of  bia  rea- 
son*  for  withdrawing  certain  reeolutiona   ' 
in  relation  to  Great  Britain    ...    697 
Library,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Rep' 

reflentatives  in  relation  tu,  concurred  in    -      43 

a  committee  was  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  to  join  a  committee  of  the 
House,  on  the        -        -        -        -      #•    617 

a  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, that  they  have  appointed  a  commit- 
tee on  their  part 6L9 

a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  concerning  tlie, 
read  twice 672 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  .  .  -  672 
Limitation,  Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  resolution 
directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
lay  befbre  the  Senate  a  statement  of  claima 
adjusted  and  allowed,  under  the  act  for 
the  settlement  of  claims  barred  by  the 
statutes  of     •        -        -      .-        -        -    668 

the  resolution  amended,  and  agreed  to        -    669 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treastiry 
in  obedience  thereto        -        -        -        -    676 

Mr.  Hillhoc^  reported  a  resolution  directs 
ing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  re- 
port the  necessary  provisions  to  guard  the 
Treasury  against  frauds,  dec,  in  daims 
barred    by   the  statutes  of,  which  waa 

agreed  to 679 

Livingston,  Bdward,  Mr.  Giles  presented  the  me- 
morial oi,  stating  his  cUdro  to  the  batture, 
praying  that  poasession  may  be  res^red  to 
him,  referred  to  a  select  eommittee  •  •«  16 
(See  Btttiurt,) 
Lloyd,  Jamee,  jr.,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetta,  waa  qaali* 
fied,  dbc 10 

attended  at  the  second  sesskm    ...    474 
Loan,  a  biH  from  the  Hoose  of  Representatnes 

antborhEing  a,  read,  &c  -        -        •        •    669 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
04xmmittee     ------    670 

reported  with  an  amendment     -        -        -    671 

the  amendment  agreed  to,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed  as  amended  -  •  •  -  677 
Loaiaiana,  Mr.  Bradley  presented  several  peti- 
tions from  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of, 
praying  to  be  admitted  to  the  privOegee 
consequent  npon  a  second  0rade  of  Terri- 
torial government,  which  were  read        -    578 

M. 

dalbone,  Francis,  a  Senator  from  Rhode  Island, 
the  death  of  announced,  and  the  usual 
resolutions  of  respect  adopted         -        *       34 
notification  to  the  Executive  of  Rhode  Island 

thereof  ordered 25 

Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  that  the 
funeral  expenses  oU  be  paid  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate,  which  was  agreed  to  - 

Mfarbury,  William,  and  others,  (Georgetown, 
D.  C)  Mr.  HiUhouse  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  a  law  to  authorize  a  turn- 
pike, ^c,  read       ------ 

Marietta,  Mr.  Meigs  presented  the  petition  of  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of,  praying  a 
proportion  of  the  proceeds  of  public  lands 
within  the  State  of  Ohio,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  great  road,  read  .        -        -    585 
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Marylimd,  a  biU  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  alter  the  time  for  holding  the  cir- 
cuit court  in  the  district  of     -        -        - 
the  bill  read,  dbc       -        -        .        •        • 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 

committee     -     .   - 
reported  without  amendment    -        -  .    . 
the  further  consideration  thereof  postponed 
to  December  next  -    .    - 
Mason,  John,  and  others,  the  petition  of,  praying 
that  so  much  of  the  act  to  incorporate  the 
city  of  Waahington  aa  exempts  said  city 
frx)m  taxation  by  the  levy  court  of  Wadi- 
ington  county,  may  be  repealed,  referred 
Mathers,  James,  sergeant-at-arms,  dsc.,  was  au- 
thorized to  employ  an  assistant  and  horsea 
the  same  authority  given  to,  at  the  second 
session  ------- 

Matthewson,  Elisha,  of  Rhode  Island,  annooneed 
the  death  of  his  colleague^  Mr.  Malbooe 
attended  at  second  session  -        -        -        % 
Maury,  Fontaine,  Mr.  Brent  presented  the.  peti- 
tion of,  praying  the  benefit  of  drawback, 
d&c,  read,  and  referred  to  a  ael^t  conuntt- 
.100- 618 

Mediterranean,  M^.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution 
to  requeat  the  President  of  the   United 
Stales  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate the  amount  of  duties  accrued  on  mer- 
.  cbandiae  imported  from  any  port  or  place 

in  the-*  -  -  -  -  -  664 
amended  and  agreed  to  •  •  -  -  666 
the  Secretary  ordered  to  lay  the  resolution 

before  the  President  of  the  United  Stales    657 
a  message  transmitting  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  reply  •    576 

Megear,  Michael,  and  others,  hat  manufiicturen, 
of  Delaware,  Mr.  White  presented  the 
petition  o(  praying  that  protecting  meas- 
ures may  be  adopted,  dice,  read 
Message,  the  President  s,  at  the  opening  of  the 
session  ------- 

&v^  hundred  copies  of  the,  and  documents 
ordered  to  be  printed      -        -        -        - 

of  the  President  of  the  United  States  at  the 
opening  of  the  second  session 

five  hundred  copies  of  the,  and  documents 
ordered  to  be  printed      «        -        . 

Miami  Tribe,  a  further  annuity  of  two  hundred 

dollars  assigned  to  the  -  -  - 
Michilimakinac,  Mr.  Pope  presented  a  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  expres- 
sive of  their  opinion  that  a  strong  garri- 
son at,  would  be  of  great  public  utility, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ports  and 
Harbors  -        -        -        •        -        -       16 

(See  Fortifications.) 
Middlesex  Canal,  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Lloyd  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  the  proprietors  of 
the,  praying  to  be  included  in  the  bill  for 
the  improvement  of  the  United  States  by 
roads  and  canals,  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee    688 

a  bill  to  that  effect  reported  and  read  -        -    633 

amended,  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -        -    683 

read  a  third  time,  amended  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  passed       ....    636 
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Military  Aoademy,  on  notion  of  Mr.  Pickering, 
the  Secretary  of  War  was  dtreeted  to  lay 
before  the  Senate  a  return  of  the  corps  of 
engineers  attached  to  the        -        •  *      -    531 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  obe- 
dience thereto  •  -  -  >  ~-  526 
Military  Establishment,  a  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  on  the  expenditure  of  the  money* 
appropriated  for  the  contingent' expenses 
of  the,  for  the  year  1809      •  -        -        -    5tl 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the,  for  the  year  1810,  read    ...    577 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee      ......    573 

reported  without  amendment      ...    533 

read  the  third  time,  and  paseed  ...     585 
Military  Land  Warrants,  a  Mil  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  extend  the  time  for 
issuing  and  locating,  read       .        .        .    518 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading 518 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .        -        -    513 
Military  Peace  Establishment,  a  bill  to  alter  and 
amend  the  act  fixing  the,  read  a  first  and 
second  time  -•••-.    500 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    624 
^  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  aa  amended  *    625 
Militia,  Mr.  Leib  submitted  a  resolution  to  refer 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as 
relates  to  an  efficient  organization  of  the, 
to  a  select  committee      ....    479 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed         •    480 

a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  relating  to  the,  read,  and  referred    590 

Mr.  Pickering  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
questing the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  bo  laid  before  the  Sen^ 
ate  such  features  in  the  conduct  of  foreign 
Powers  as  make  it  necessary  to  use  llie 
measure  of  calling  out  the      .        .        .    550 

which  resolution,  after  being  amended,  w^ 
negatived       .        .        -        -  •      .        .    551 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  commit- 
teee  on  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates 
to  the,  made  a  report  thereon  -        -    591 

the  said  committee  was  discharged  fipom  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  .    695 

a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  transinitting  the  annual  returns  of 
the 612 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  au- 
thoriiing  a  detachment  from  the,  read      •    613 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee 614 

reported  without  amendment     ...    657 

postponed  to  December  next      ...     675 

Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  that  the 
Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to  prepare 
a  system  for  improving  tlie  discipline  of  the    641 

which  was  agreed  to .        •        >        -        .    .643 
Minifee,  Charles,  Mr.  Bradley  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  payment  of  a  balance  due 
on  his  contract  for  supplying  spars  to  the 
Navy,  referred  to  a  select  committee        -    483 

a  bill  reported  for  relief  of,  and  read  •        .    587 

read  a  second  time    .....    588 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    596 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -        -    591 


Ministers,  a  bill  fixing  the  compensation  of  pub- 
lic, &c.          -        -        .        -        -       -OS 
read  a  second  time    .        .        -        .       •  $7 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    •  Si; 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -  6tf 
Minor,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read    -         -       -  ft* 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -        .       .  6i3 
referred  to  a  select  committee     >         -        •  iSi 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .        -        -         .        .  67: 
read  the  third  time    -        -        -         .       .  67T 
postponed  to  December  next       -         .        •  6^ 
Mint,  the  President  of  the  United  States  trans- 
mitted the  report  of  the  Directors  of  the  591 

Mississippi  Territory,  Mr.  Pope  presented  the 
petition  of  the  inhabitants  of,  east  of 
Pearl  river,  praying  a  division  of  said  ter- 
ritoTy,  read    -        -        -         -         -       .   5ir 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
appoint  an  additional  jndge,  and  to  ex- 
tend the  right  of  suffrage  to  the  citizens 
of  Madison  county  in,  read     -        .       .   56 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         .       •   ^ 

reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read   VT. 

amendments  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a 
thinl  reading  .        -         -        •       -   5^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  &§4 

Munitions  of  War,  Mr.  Giles  reported  a  tall 
.    making  appropriations  for  procuring;  it 

was  read,  ^c  -  -  -  .  .  59( 
read  a  second  time  *  -  -  .  .  5^ 
several  amendments  proposed  -  .  .  I!3 
Mr.  Pope's  amendment  prevailed  -  •  M 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  aaMadsd  -  ® 
referred  to  a  committee  -  -  •  •  S7! 
reported  with  amendmenia,  agreed  to,  and 

mdered  to  a  third  reading       -        .       .  S^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  ^ 
Murray,  John,  h,  Sons,  the  petition  of,  prayiag 

drawback  on  Havana  sngars,  read,  and 

referred  to  a  committee  •  -  .  -  41 
report,  with  a  resolution  to  postpone  tz»  the 

next  session ;  agreed  to  -        •        .       .    (7 

N. 

National  Bank,  Mr.  Bayard  submitted  a  resola- 
tion   that  t^  report  of  the  Secretazy  of 
the  Treasury,  on  the  sobject  of  a«  be  le- 
ferred  to  a  select  committee  .  -        -       -   ^ 
resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed -        .        -         -        .       -  5* 
a  bill  to  establish  a,  reported  and  read       -   ^^^ 
read  a  second  time    .        -         -        .       .   6IS 
ainendmenta  proposed        -        .        .       .   641 
sundry  amendments  agreed  to   *        •     665. 66T 
further  consideration  postponed  to  Decem- 
ber next        -        .        .        -        -       •   6© 
Naval  Department,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  R^ 

resentatiTes  concerning  the  -  .  .  13 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  ...  4* 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  .  .  4* 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -    ^ 

Navy,  the  President  communicated  a  report  from 

the  Secretary  of  the       -        -        -       •  ^ 
a  report  on  the  expenditure  of  moneys  ap- 
propriated ibr  suf^rt  of  the  •       •  ^^ 
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ivy — continaed.  Pas«« 

a  bill  from  the  Houm  of  ReprewnUtivM 
mftking  AppropriatiooB  for  tapport  of  the, 
for  the  year  1810,  read,  dec.    .        .        • 
read  a  aecoRd  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment,  ai^d  reeom* 
mitted  ------ 

reported  with  amendmenta,  agreed  to,  and 

ordered  to  a  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time«  and  paaaed  at  amended 

e^wBpapera,  the  usual  reeolution  adopted  for 

Bttpi^ying  three,  to  each  member    - 
OTthweatern  Frontier.     (See  FarHfieaiums») 

O. 

hio,  Mr.  Meigs  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  author- 
ize  the  surteying  and  making  certain 
roads  in  the  State  of,  as  contemplated  In 
the  Treaty  of  Brownstown,  dec.     - 
a  bill  presented  and  read^  dec.    ... 
read  tne  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee       -        -        *        .        - 
reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read 
amendments  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  ..... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of,  instructing  their  Senators 
to  procure  an  extension  of  the  time  of 
payment  for  publie  lands  in  certain  cases, 
referred  to  a  committee  .... 
Mr.  Campbell  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  alter 
the  time  of  holding  the  District  Court  in 

the  State  of . 

a  bill,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  presented,  and 

read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  ..... 

read  a  third' time,  and  recommitted    • 

reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read 

amendments  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  ..... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

Ohio  Canal,  so  much  of  the  report  of  the  Sec- 

retaty  of  the  Treasury  respecting  roads 

and  canals,  as  relates  to  the,  was  referred 

to  a  select  committee     «... 

a  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  to  the  stock 

of,  read  a  first  and  second  time 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Olmstead,  Gideon,  Mr.  Leib  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion  that   the   Pre»idcnt  of  the  United 
States  bo  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid 
before  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  corres- 
pondence between  him  and  the  Governor 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  case  of 
the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  the  Secretary 
ordered  to  present  it       -        -        -        - 
a  Message  from  the  President  communicat- 
ing said  correspondence,  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 

the  Senate 

Orleans,  Mr.  Bayard  gave  notice  of  a  bill  rela- 
tive to  the  District  Court  in  the  Terri- 
tory of- 
a  bill  presented,  and  read,  dec.  ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments         ... 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Crawford,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed  as  amended 
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Orleana — continued.  Page. 

the  amendments  agreed  to,  and  bill  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .....    694 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    695 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Bayard,  resolved  that  the 
Attorney  General  be  required  to  lay  be- 
fore the  Senate  a  statement  of  the  num- 
ber and  nature  of  cases  before  the  Su- 
preme Court  upon  writ  of  error,  or  ap- 
.  peal  fron  the  District  Court  of  the  Ter^ 
ritoiy  of        -----        - 

a  report  from  the  Attorney  Cteneral,  in  re- 

p'y 

Mr.  Giles  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Territory  of,  praying  that 
s«id  Territory  may  be  admitted  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Union ;  referred 
a  bill  authorizing  the  people  of  said  Terri- 
tory to  form  a  Constitution,  ftc,  read     - 
reted  a  second  time    .....    647 
amended,  and  recommitted  to  A  sefect  com- 
mittee   664 

reported  with  tfmendmenta         ...    669 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    670 
read  the  tfiird<  time,  and  passed  as  amended    674 
Mr.  Clay  submitted  a  resolution  that  it  is 
expedient  to  encourage  emigration  to  the 

Territory  of 

a  bill  providing  for  the  final  adjustment  of 
claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of,  and 
Looisianaf  read  twice,  by  eonsent,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       ...    674 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    675 
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Parker,  Nahum,  appeared  and  took  hia  seat 
Peaee^  Mr.  Bradley  presented  a  biU,  for  the  pre- 
servation of,  dco.,  in  oar  ports  and  harbors, 
which  was  read,  ^c.      ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com 
mittee  ...... 

reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  the  blank  filled 
the  bill  recommitted  -        •        •        .        .    647 
reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read    652 
postponed  to  December  next        ... 
Penalties  and  forfeitures,  a  bill  to  remit  certain, 
read,  dec.       ...         ... 

read  a  aecond  time,  amended,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading        -        -        -        •        . 

road  a  third  time,  and  postponed 

referred  to  a  select  committee     ... 

'      reported  with  amendments         ... 

agreed  to,  read  a-  third  time,  and  passed  as 

amended        -        -        •*        -        -       .  - 

returned  from  the  House  of  Kepresentatives 

with  amendments  .        .        ^^        .        . 

which  were  concumsd  in    -  -     - 

Mr.  Lloyd  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  aoihoriae 

the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  certain 

cases  to  remit  the,  on  vessels  arriving  from 

France,  drc.  ...... 

Penitentiary  System*    (See  Jones,  Walter^  and 

others.) 
Pennington,  Edward,  and  others,  Mr.  Leib  pre* 
sented  the  petition  of,  praying  a  drawbadL 
on  refined  sugars  ..... 

Pennsylvania*  the  President  comitaunicated  cer- 
tain proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of      - 
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Persons  impriionw],  Mr.  Whitosule  sobmittod  » 
resolution  concerning    •        -        .        . 

•gxeed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 

a  bill  fiir  the  relief  of,  read,  dec.  •        •        • 

read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  ft  third 
reading  ------ 

read  the  third  time,  and. passed  •        -        . 
Pope,  John,  appeared  and  tnok  his  seat    • 
.  remarka  of,  on  introducing  a  resolution  to 
amend  the  Constitution  -        ..        - 

on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  privileges 
by  foreign  Ministers        ... 
Ports  and  Harbors,  Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion to  refer  to  a  select  committee  so  much 
of  the  Message  as  relates  to  a  defence  of  - 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 

(See  Fortifieatiofu,) 
Postmaster  General,  the  PresidMit  laid  before  the 

Senate  a  report  from  the 
Post  Office  Establishment,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  regulating  the,  read,  dec 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  an  amendment     ... 

sundry  amendments  proposed  and  agreed  to    638, 

641,642 

ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  ...    648 

read  the  third  time,  and  recommitted  -        •    643 

reported  with  amendments,  agreed  to^  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 

on  the  suggestion  that  some  inacouracieo  had 
occurred  in  stating  the  amendments,  Ike 
Secretary  was  ordered  to  go  wilh  a  message 
to  the  House  of  Kepreseatatives,  and  ask 
the  return  of  said  bill,  which  was  inunedi* 
ately  efiectod  ..... 

die  amendments  being  reported  correctly  en- 
grossed, the  Secretary  returned  the  bill  to 
the  House  of  Representatives 

the  House  of  Representatives  agreed  to  some 
and  disagreed  to  others  of  the  amendments 

the  Senate  insist  on  their  fourth  amendment, 
and  recede  from  the  others     ... 

the  House  of  Representatives  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  fourth,  and  ask  a  con 
ference  ..--.- 

the  Senate  agree  to  the  conference,  and  ap- 
point managers      -        -        - 

the  managers  report  that  they  can  come  to 
no  agreement         .... 

Post  Roads,  a  hill  tW>m  the  House  of  Representa 
tives  to  establbh  certain  -        .        • 

read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading  • 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee 

reported  with  amendments 

agreed  to.  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
Potomac,  Mr.  Brent  gave  notice  of  a  bill  supple 
mentary  to  the  act  authorizing  the  erec 
tion  of  a  bridge  over  the  river        '  - 

a  bill  presented  and  read    ... 

postponed  to  the  next  session     - 

Pre-emption,  a  bill  granting  the  right  of,  in  certain 
cases,  read  twice    .... 
,  ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  postponed 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee 
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ProHimption — continued. 

reported  with  amendments         ... 
reoomroitted  to  a  select  cemmittee 
reported  with  amendments^  and  rend  - 
further  amended  and  reeommitled 
reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    • 
read  a  third  time,  and  paseeii  as  amended  - 
President  of  the  United  States,  appointment  oi  a 

joint  committee  to  wait  on  the        -       10, 474 
report  from  said  committee         -        -       10. 474 
President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  Hoose 
of  Representatives,  Mr.  Gilee  sobmittcd 
a  joint  resolution  anthoriang  the,  to  ad> 
joum  their  respective  Houses,  read  twice, 

&c. M 

the  bUnk  filled  with  the  twentieth  June  in- 
stant, read  a  third  time,  and  parsed         •     ^ 
concurred  in  by  the  House  of  Represents- 
tives  with  an  amendment  changing  the 
day,  which  was  agreed  to        -        -       - 

Privileges,  Mr.  Giles  reported  a  bill  to  prevent 
the  abuse  of,  by  foreign  Ministers  residing 
within  the  United  States,  which  was  read, 

dtc 

•  ijead  the  second  time  .         .        .       • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -        .       • 

read  the  third  time,  and  postponed 

on  motion  of  Mr.  GDes,  the  bill  was  recom- 
mitted  - 5'3 

reported  with  amendmenta,  which  were  read 
and  agreed  to         •        -         -         -       • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended 

read  the  thii^d  time,  and  passed  - 
Public  Arms,  the  President  communicated  a  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  sale 

of 

Public  Baths,  Mr.  Brent  gave  notica  of  a  bill  to 
appropriate  certain  grounds  in  the  City  of 
Washington  for  the  erection  of 

a. bill  presented,  and  read,  dec   -        .       • 

read  a  second  time,  amended,  and  ordeeJ 
to  a  third  reading  .        .         .         •       - 

read  a  third  time,  and  postponed  to  the  neit 
session  ...  .  •  .  - 
Public  Debt,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represenl- 
atives  supplementary  to  the  act  making 
further  provision  for  the  redemptioa  of 
the.  read,  dee.         ..... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  e^endmenta,  which  were 
agreed  to       -        -        -        -        -       - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed 
Public  Buildings,  a  report  from  the  Surveyor  of 
the,  with  a  statement  of  the  expense  of  fit- 
ting up  a  temporary  Senate  Chamber,  re- 
ferred     ^ 

a  letter  from  the  Surveyor  of  the,  stating  the 
reasons  which  have  prevented  the  com- 
pletion of  the  permanent  Senate  Cham- 
ber         

Public  Lands,  Mr.  Meigs  submitted  a  resolntioa 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  im^uire 
into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  time 
of  paymeut  for,  dec.        .... 

which  was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed -     .   -        -        -        -        -       • 

a  bill  to  extend  the  time,  dec,  passed  • 
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blic  Lands—- eontfaraed.  Page* 

(860,  for  prtigrais  of  this  biH,  Pr&^mptitm.} 
a  bOl  hwn  tbe  House  of  Repreventativefl  to   . 

print  eacb  law*  as  relate  to  Uie,  read,  dee,    OfiO 
read  a  second  time    •        -        -        «        .    668 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        •        •    666 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        .    666 
irrey orof  Publie  Supplies,  the  Seeretary  of  War   ' 
reported  statements  of  three  contracts  bj 
himself  and  the,  in  the  year  1608,  in  pur- 
suaDoe  of  the  act  of  the  Slat  of  April  of 
that  year S9 

Q. 
lartennaster's  Department,  Mr.  Giles  reported 

a  bill  for  the  eatablishment  of  a,  read  -  696 
Mr.  Giles  also  reported  with  the  bill  sundry 

documents  for  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 

the  bill  was  read  a  seeoncT  time  •  -  698 
recommitted  •  •  -  »  ...  699 
reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read, 

and  agreed  to  ^-  ,•  -  -  -  616 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  .  •  .'  661 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee  -  •  664 
reported    with   amendments,  which   were 

agreed  to       -        •        -        -        -        -    664 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...»    666 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •    667 
Borom,  the  usual  messages  interchanged  to 

communicate  the  formation  of  a  •  9, 478 
failure  of  a»  at  the  meeting  of  the  seeond 

Beaeioa  ••«.-..    478 

R. 

ecruiting  Service,  a  bill  to  suspend  the,  reaJ, 

Ac. 86 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading »        -      26 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -      86 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  an  amendment  «  •  •  -  48 
which  was  concurred  in  •  •  -  -  49 
Mr.  Leib  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  repeal  the 

act  to  suspend  the  -  .  •  •  -  •  488 
a  bill  to  that  effect  presented,  and  read  -  484 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading -        •    612 

read  the  third  time,  and  poa^waed  indefi- 
nitely   -        .        •        -        -        -        -618 
lector,  WiUiam  and  filial  a  bill  from  tbe  Hoasa 
of  Representatives  for  relief  of,  read  twiee,   . 
and  referred  -...-•-    616 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading      •        •        .        .        •    617 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    617 
teed,  Philip,  of  Maryland,  attended  .        •        -      88 
attended  second  session     •        .        .        •    478 
tefogees,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  revive  the  act  for  relief  of  the,  from 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  read,  dbe.        •    614 
read  a  second  time    -        -        •        -        •    616 
referred  to  a  select  committee     *    ■    -        .    616 
reported  with  amendments,  Which  were  read    678 
the  amendments  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading         -        ^        -        -  '      -    678 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    676 
leligious  Societies  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
Mr.  Bradley  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  in- 
corporate the         ...        -        -    484 
a  bill  to  thatefieet  preeented  and  read       -    613 


Religious  Societies-— continued.  Pege. 

the  fbrther  consideration  thereof  postponed    614 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading .619 

read  a  third  time,  amended  by  consent,  and 
postponed  ..-•..  581 
Revenue  Bonds,  on  a  motion  of  Mr*  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  the  Secretary  of  the  Ti>»aeury 
was  directed  to  report  the  amount  of  out- 
standing, on  the  1st  of  Januiry  last        •    668 

a  elatement  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury in  obedience  thereto        ...    869 
Rfaialdi,  John,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the  petition 
of,  praying  eioneration  from  certain  pen- 
alties      48 

Roads  and  Cand%  Mr.  Pope,  oh  leave,  presented 
a  bill  for  the  improvenkent  of  the  Unitod 
States  by,  which  was  read      ...    688 

read  a  eecond  time,  and  refenred  lo  a  seleet 
committee     -        •        •        -        -        -    686 

to  whom  was  bHo  referred,  on  m^ion  of  Mr. 
Pope,  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  same  subject         -        -    686 

said  committee  reported  the  bill  wkKamend- 
menta 590 

which  were  dba^^reed  to    -        -        -        -    698 

the  further  consideration  thereof  poetplmed 
til  Deoember  neit  .        •        •        -        •    618 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Pope,  so  much  of  the  ve- 

port  of  the  Seeretaiy  of  the  Treasury  as 

relates  to  the  Ohio  canal,  was  reforred  to 

a  select  committee    -      -        -        •«        -    614 

Robinson,  Robert,  Mr.  Meigs  presented  the  peti- 

'    tion  of,  referred  to  a  select  committee     -    668 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  reported,  and  read  -        -    666 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
.  reading-        --.-.-    668 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    669 

e. 

Seitutftc  Harbor,  Mr.  Lloyd  gave  nptice  of  a  bill 

to  erect  a  lightrhouse  at  the  entrance  of  -    651 
a  bill  to  that  effect,  and  for  other  purpoees, 

presented  and  read        ....    668 
read  a  second  time,  and  reforred  to  a  select 

committee     -       -        -    .    -        -        -    663 
reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading .-.--..    666 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    666 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
wiUi  amendments,  which  were  concur- 
red in    879 

Sea  Letters,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  prevent  the  issuing  of,  except  to 
certain  vessels,  read  twice,  and  reforred  to 
a  select  committee  ...        -        -    666 
reported  without  amendment     ...    684 
recommitted  to  a  selei't  committee      -        -    688 
reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read    694 
amendments  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
-  reading  -        -        -        *        -        •        -    696 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    696 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  the 

amendments  with  an  amendment   -        •    600 
which  amendment  the  Senate  agree  to  with 
an  amendment       -        -        -        -        •    61 1 
Senate,  meeting  of  tbe,  first  session  of       -        -        9 
members  of  the,  in  attendance  at  openiitg        9 
adjournment  of,  in  respect  to  the  memory  of 
a  deceased  member       ....      8 
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Senate — continued.  .Page- 

the  President  adjourned  the,  to  the  4th  Mon- 
day of  November  next   .        -        -        .      60 
meeting  of  the,  agreeably  to  adjournment  •    473 
members  of  the,  in  attendance  on  the  day 

of  meeting     --.--.    473 
adjournment  of  the,  without  day        -        -    6.80 
Senate  Chamber,  a  bill  to  finish  and  furnish  the, 

read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      40 

read  a  third  time,  blanks  filled,  and  passed      41 

a  resolution  was  submitted  to  bold  their  ses- 

sionst  from  and  ailer  the  first  of  January 

next,  in  the  new    .....    610 

amended  as  to  the  day,  and  agreed  to        -     ^4 

Shattuek,  Jarrd,  a  bill  froa^  the  House  of  Refire- 

sentatiTes  for  relief  of,  read,  dice.     -        -  ~  640 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee     ......    660 

reported  without  amendment,  and  postponed    678 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Bradley,  it  was  reioited  to 
request  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
whole  of  the  correspondence  between  the 
United  SUtos  and  -        •        .        .        -    614 
a  Message  fi'om  the  President  of  the  United 
States  transmitting  ft  report  of  the  Seere- 
taiy  of  State  in  compliance  with  the  reso- 
lution, read,  and  together  with  the  bill,     , 
referred  to  a  select  committee  ...    636 
the  bill  reported  without  amendment  -        *    660 
the  further  consideration  thereof  postponed 
to  December  next  •        -        -        .  -     .     672 

Ships  and  Vessels,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep* 
resentatiyes  respecting  the  property  of  cit- 
izens or  subjects  of  nations  with  which 
intercourse  is  pe^itted,  read  twice  and 
referred  .......lO 

reported  without  amendment,  and,  by  con- 
sent, read  the  third  time  as  amended  and 
fiassed  •-.....       lo 
,    ohn,  and  others,  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Campbell 
presented  the  petition  of,  praying  an  alter- 
ation in  the  laws  regulating  the  sale  of 
public  lands,  read  and  ordered  to  lie  in 
consideration          •        -        -  ;     -        -    649 
Sinking  Fund,  repptt  of  the  Commissmners  pf  the    662 
SlaTes,  the  importation  of,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Giles 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  remis- 
sion of  penalties,  &c.»  for  violation  of  the 
act  to  prohibit 34 

(For  farther  notion  on  the  subject,  see  PeU' 
aUiet  and  Forfeitures.) 
SmiCh,  Samuel,  of  Maryland,  the  President  laid 
before  the  Senate  a  letter  firom,  stating  that 
he  had  received  froiti  the  Executive  of 
Maryland  the  appointment  of  Senator  of 
the  United  States  until  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Legislature,  and  desiring  to  know 
whether  such  appointoient  will  cease  on 
the  first  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  Legis- 
lature   -        -        .        .        p.        ..15 

the  consideration  of  the  question  postponed 
to  the  filth  of  June  next        -        -        -      18 

Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  resolution  declaring 
the  right  of  Mr.  S.  to  his  sent  until  the 
Legislature  shall  officially  inform  the  Sen- 
ate that  they  have  elected  a  Senator       -      25 

the  resolution  was  concurred  in        -        -    '  25 
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41 


Smi^,  Samuel,  of  Maryland-— contiiiued.  Pqe. 

•    produced' his  credentials  of  an  appointment 
by  the  Legislature,  was  qualified,  dee. 
speech  o(  on  the  disagreement  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  intercourse  biU 
Smith,  John,  of  New  ITork,  attended 

attended  al  the  second  session    ... 
Soper,  Amaaa,  a  Revrilutionajry  officer,  the  peti- 
tion of,  was  read    .        •        .        .        - 
South  Carolina,  a  bill  from  the  Hooae  of  Repre- 
sentatives declaring  the  assent  of  Can- 
gress  to  a  certain  act  of  the  State  of,  read     T 
read  a  sec6nd  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee  -        -        -         -'-         --32 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .        .     ^j 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .       .     £ 
Stationery,  printing,  dec.,  a  bin  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  making  appropriation 
to  defivy  the  expense  of        -        •       - 
read  twice,  and  refert«d  to  a  committee 
reported  with  an  amendment,  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  Teading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
Stout,  John  N.,  a  biU  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read  twiee,  and 

referred 531 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordend 
to  a  third  reading  .        -        .        .       • 
Suffrage,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepreaeBts- 
tives  supplementary  to  the  Act  to  extend 
the  right  of,  in  Indiana  Territory,  read   - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee     -        -        .        .        .       . 

reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
readmg-        -        -        -        -        -       - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  ameaded 
Sugar  refiners,  of  Philadelphia,  a  petition  of  tbe, 

praying  a  drawback 
Summerl,  Joseph,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  of  Hfi- 
ryland,  gave  notice  of  a  hill  for  relief  of 
a  bill  to  that  eflfeet  presented  and  read 
read  a  second  time    •        .        .        .       . 

referred  to  a  select  committee     - 
reported  with  amendments,  which  vrere  reed 
the  said  amendments  agreed  to  - 
recommitted  to  a  select  oomnuttee 
reported  amended      ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended 
read  a  third  time  and  rejected    ... 
Sqperintendeot  of  Public  Lands,  (See  Land  De- 
partment.) 
Surveyor  of  the  Public  Buildings,  the  letter  of 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee  - 
a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 

States  enclosing  the  report  of  the  - 
the  President  of  the  Senate  communicated 
»  report  of  the       ..... 

St.  Clair,  General  Arthur,  had  leave  to  withdnw 
his  petition,  d&c,  presented  at  last 
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Tai(,  Charles,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legii- 
lature  of  Georgia,  in  the  place  of  John 
Milledge,  resigned,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  quaii&ed,  dec  ... 
Thompson,  John,  a  bill  fit>m  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives lor  relief  of,  read,  d^  - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
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"hompsoD,  John — continued.  Page* 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trettanry  to 
report  thereon 654 

report  from  that  officer  read,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       ...     660 

read  the  third  time,  and  negatived      -  ,      •    662 
^hniflton,  Buckner,  a  letter  Irom,  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  itating  that  he  had 
thi4  day  by  letter  to  the  Governor  of 
Kentucky  reeigned  his  seat  in  the  Sen* 
ate,  was  read,  and  the  uaual  resolution 
passed  ------, 

'cnrpedoes,  a  letter  from  Robert  Fulton,  accom- 
panied  with  sundry  pamphlets,  explana- 
tory of  his  invention  of,  was  received 

Mr.  Bradley  submitted  a  resolution  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  testing  the  practical 
utility  of        -        -        -    .     - 

the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  a  como;dt- 
tee  appointed         -        -        -        -     ^  - 

said  committer  reported  a  bil^  making  an 
appropriation  for  experiment  with,  which 
was  read        ----.- 

read  a  second  time    -        i        -        - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

returned  from  the  Hoase  of  Representa- 
tives with  an  amendment       ... 

which  was  concurred  in     •        -        -        - 

*rading  Houses^  a  committee  was  appointed  t(> 
inquire  whether  any  and  what  alterationa 
are  necessary  in  the  act  establishing,  with 
the  Indian  tribes  -  -  -  -  •  634 
Mr.  Anderson,  from  said  committee,  report- 
ed sundry  letters  relating  to,  which  were ' 
ordered  to  be  printed      ... 

treasurer  of  the  United  States,  the  President 
communicated  the  general  account  of  the 

Veasury,  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  in 
obedience  to  the  act  to  establish  the  de- 
partment        

a  report  from  the  Secre^ry  of  the,  at  sec 
ond  session    •        •        .        .        , 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  on  sun- 
dry expenditures,  contracts,  dec.     -        -     548 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  act  regulating  the  compen-  ' 
sation  of  clerks  -  -  -  -  - .  54$ 
!*yaon,  Mary  S.,  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  payment 
of  a  Loan  Office  certificate  in  her  posses- 
sion, referred  to  the  committee  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Margaret  Lapsley  and  others     -    66l 

U. 

Jnion  Bank,  of  Georgetown,  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  presented  the  petition  of  the 
directors  of  the,  praying  a  charter,  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  a  similar  pe- 
tition from  the  Bank  of  Washington       -    620 

V. 

ITamey,  Phineas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  discharge  from  imprison- 
ment    - 636 

read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading          -     630 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee    631 

a  third  reading  refased       -        -^       -        -    644 


-    656 


687 


24 


-    484 


Varnum,  Joseph  B.,  a  message  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  they  b^ve  elected, 

Speaker         -        

Vessels  and  Gunboats,  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Xavy,  with  a  statement  of    • 
Vice  President,  the,  attended  and  took  the  chair 
rMired  from  the  chair        .... 
Virginia  Military  Land  Warrants,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  extend 
the  time  for  locating,  dec.,  read  twice,  and 

referred 

reported    with    amendments,  Which  were 

read 

asaendments  agreed  to,  and^  ordered  to  a 

third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
Volunteers,  a  bill  to  engage  a  corps  of,  ^.,  read 
the  details  of  said  bill        - 
read  a  second  time,  and  amended    '    - 
debate  on  the  bill      -        . 

W. 

War,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of,  in  obedi- 
ence to  an  act  of  Congress    ... 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of,  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the 
compensation  of  clerks  .  «  .  . 
Washington,  Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of,  (D.  C)  praying  the  repeal  of  so  much 
.  of  the  charter  of  the  city  of,  as  exempts 
said  city  from  taxation  by  the  levy  court 
of  the  county ;  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee        ---..-. 

a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  incojpo- 
rate  the  city  of,  read,  dec.        ... 

postponed  to  December  next      ... 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
make  public  a  road  in  the  county  of,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  ... 
\  reported  with  amendments,  which  were 
read       -        -        -        - 

amendments  agreed  to,^  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  -        -        -        - 

read  the  third  time»  and  passed  as  amended 

Washington  College,  a  bill  to  incorporate  the 
trustees  of,  postponed  to  December  next 

Water  Communication,  Mr.  Gennan  gave  notice 
of  a  bill  to  appropriate  a  certain  tract  of 
land  for  opening  and  improving  the,  be- 
tween the  Hudson  river  and  Lakes  Erie 
and  Ontario 

*  a  bill  to  that  effect  read,  Sec  ... 
read  a  second  time    ..... 

Wea  and  Eel  River  Tribes,  a  further  annuity  in 
permanence  assigned  to  the        ... 

Weights  and  Measures,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
stated  that  the  Legislature  of  said  State 
had  instructed  their  Senators  to  use  all 
proper  means  to  procure  the  passage  of  a 
law  to  establish 

Weymouth,  William  W.,  and  Joseph  P.  Weeks, 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  relief  of,  read    .        .        -        -        - 
read  a  second  time .  • 

referred  to  a  select  committee    -        -        - 

reported  without  amendment,  read  the  Uiird 

time,  and  passed    -        -        -       •    .    • 
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Pa^e. 

White,  William,  and  othen,  ziotice  of  a  bill  for 

relief  of         - 14 

a  bill  proBonted  and  read    -        •        -        •       14 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee  -------16 

White,  Samuel,  a  teatimonj  of  respect  to  the 

memory  of  the  late  Honorable        -        -    Ai% 

Whiteside,  Jenkin,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Tennessee,  produced  his 
credentials,  was  qualified,  &c.         -        -      14 
attended  at  second  session         .        .        •    t%X 

WOkinson,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  Hoose  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  discharge  from  impnsoa* 
ment,  read  three  times,  andpassed  •        •      49 

Wihner,  Rev.  Mr.,  election  of,  as  Uhaplain        -       14 

Winters,  Elisha,  Mr.  Clay  presented  the  peti* 
tion  of,  praying  the  reward  offered  for  the 
apprehension  of  a  certain  leader  of  ban- 
ditti, referred  to  a  committee  .        .        *    648 
a  report  from  siud  committee  read       -     .  •    658 

-  Y. 

YeM  and  Nays,  on  a  resolution  of  Mr.  Giles  re- 
specting the  right  of  Mr.  dmith,  of  M«- 
lyland  to  hold  his  seat  until  the  Legisla- 
ture shall  glTe  official  information,  &c«'-      26 

on  amending  the  bill  to  remit  certain  pen- 
alties and  forfeitures       -        .        -        -      87 

on  the  reading  of  said  bill  as  amended     ^  -      37 

on  the  filial  passage  of  the  bill  to  interdict 
commercial  intercourse,  du^  .        -        -      89 

on  postponing  to  next  session  the  bill  to 
erect  public  baths  -----      40 

on  postponing  the  bill  \o  exclude  foreign 
armed  vessels         -        -        -        -        -      41 

on  amending  the  House  bill  for  stationery, 
Ac 46 

on  amending  the  bill  making  further  provii- 
ion  for  redemption  of  the  public  debt      •      47 

on  a  motion  td  postpone  said  bill        -        -      47 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill    -        -      48 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  resolution  in 
relation  to  the  conduct  of  the  British 
Minister 611 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  prevent 
abuse  of  privileges,  dec  •        -        -    616 

on  postponing  the  bill  for  afratng,  equip- 
ping, &c.,  the  frigates    -        -        -        -    632 

on  a  resolution  to  call  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States  Ibr  certain  information     661 

on  amending  the  bill  to  engage  a  corps  of 
volunteers     •        -        -        -        -        •    663 

on  amending  Mr.  Hillhouse*s  resolution  re- 
questing information  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States      -        -        -        •    673 

on  amending  the  bill  for  support  of  Govern- 
ment      676 

on  postponing  the  bill  concerning  commer- 
cial intercourse      -----    676 

on  Mr.  Clay's  motion  to  recommit  said  bill      682 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  -        •    682 

on  a  motion  to  reoommti  the  House  biU  lor 
support  of  the  NsTy      •        -        -        •    688 

on  amending  the  bill  to  anthorixe  the  re- 
moval of  slaves  fromi  one  part  of-  the  Di^ 
trict  of  Columbia  to  another  part    -        -    686 

on  amending  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Summerl,  and  others     •        •        .        «    686 


Yeas  and  Nays— continued.  Pi^e. 

on  postponing  the  bill  concerning  torpedoci  3^ 

on  recommitting  the  same'         -        -        •  af 

on  postponing,  and  on  recommitting  t&e  bS 
for  relief  of  Summerl  and  others    -        •  ^ 

on  the  final  passage  of  th^  bill  conoexning 
torpedoes       .        -        -        -        -       .   5^ 

on  postponing  the  disagreement  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  Senate  s 
amendments  to  the  bill  concerning  com- 
mercial intercourse         •        -         -        -   591 

on  agreeing  with  the  amendments  of  the 
committee  to  the  bill  concerning  the  Dis- 
trict Court  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans   -    591 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  roads  and 
canals Ml 

on  postponing  the  report  nf  the  Managns 
at  the  conference  on  the  interooarse  bSI  - 

on  adhering  to  their  amendments  to  said  till   611 

on  postponing  the  bill  concerning  roads  and 

canals   -        -        -        -        -        .        -   <ii 
.  on  amending  the  same      ....   lis 

on  amending  the  bill  to  alter  and  amend  the 
act  fixing  the  Militaiy  Peace  Establish- 
ment    -     .  -        -        -         -        -        -€84 

on  amending  the  bill  to  procure  monitioos 
of  war  -------SSi 

on  amending  the  bill  oonceming  pre-emp- 
tion rights     - .      -        -        -        -       •    01 

on  amending  the  bill  regulating  the  Post 
Office  Establishment      637,  €38,  641,  S4S,  $a 

on  agreeing  to  a  joint  resolution  to  adjoom 

onthe23dAprU «44 

on  amending  the  bill  fixing  the  compenss- 
.  tion  of  Ministers  and  Consuls         -       -   M5 
on  amending  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joeeph 

Summerl  and  others  -  -  .  •  64S 
on  ordering  the  same  to  a  thir4  reading  -  Sit 
on  postponing  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  to 

incorporate  the  City  of  Washington  -  ^ 
on  amending,  and  on  postponing  Mr.  Reed*f 

resolution  for  amending  the  Constitution   ^ 
on  amending  the  bill  concerning  the  battnre    6M 
.  on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill           .        .    6S7 
on  several  questions  arising  from  the  diss- 
greement  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  Senate  amendments  to  the 
same «W 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Thompson        -        -        ..611 

on  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill  to 
establish  a  National  Bank      •        .        .    611 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
persons  imprisoned  for  debt    -        •        -    6CS 

on  amending  the  bill  to  admit  the  Temtery 
of  Orleans  into  the  Union      -        -     664,  679 

on  amending  the  bill  to  establish  a  National 
Bank 666,6€7,<€8 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Elizabeth  Hamilton      r        .        -    666 

on  the  thiid  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Isatc  Clason        .... 

on  postponing  the  bill  to  establish  a  Na- 
tional Bank  66S 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bQI  to  admit  the 
Territory  of  OrlMns  into  the  Union       -    67C 

on  postponing  Mr.  Reed's  resolution  for 
amending  the  Oonstilatioa    •        -       -671 
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IS  Mid  Nays — oonlinued. 
on  ainenUiog  the  same- 
on  the  fioal  passage  of  the  same 
on  amending  the  bill  concerning 
cial  intercosree       ... 


Pilge. 

-    671 

.     672 

commer- 

-     673,  674 


on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  admit  the  - 
Territory  of  Orleans  into  the  Union       -    674 

on  tbo  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Margaret  Lapsley      ....     676 

on  recommitting  the  same  -        -    678 


Teas  and  Nays— continued.  Page, 

on  a  motion  to  recede  from  their  amend- . 
ments  to  the  intercourse  bill  ...    687 
Toang,  Moses,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read    ...    644 
'^read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee ..-•*..    646 
.    reported  without  amendment     -        -        -    647 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .      -        -    661 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •      .  -        -     663 
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A.  Page. 

BenteeSf.nameaof  the,  on  the  final  Tota  on 

the  bill  concerning  commercial  interoomrse  1354 
counts^  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee of,  at  first  session      ....      60 
appointment  at  the  second  session      -        -    684. 
countability,  a  bill  providing  for  the  more  per- 
fect, of  persons  intrusted  with  piUblie  mo- 
neys, read  twice,  and  committal     -        -  1617 
ams,  John  Quincy,  nomination  of,  to  the  Sen- 
ate as  Minister  Plenipotsntiary  to  Russia  2063 
ditional  Duties,  Mn  Rhea  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  inqtiire  into  the 
expediency  of  laying,  on  all  merchandise, 
4bc.,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture 
of  France  and  her  dependencies     -        -  1332 
ordered  to  Ue  on  the  table  -        •        •*        -  1333 
called  up  and  considered    -        -        .        .  ^1470 
a  bill  imposing,  twice  read,  and  committed 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  «-  '  -  1550 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -  -  .  .  1803 
progress  on  it  reported,  and  leaTe  granted 

to  eit  again 1879 

Uitional  Military  Force,  a  Message  from,  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  with  a 
report  fipom  the  Secretary  of  War,  show- 
ing the  progress  made  in  carrying  into 
effect  the  act  for  raising  an,  referred  feothe 
Committee  on  the  Military  and  Naval  Be- 
tablishments  -        -        -        -        -        -    118 

Jonmment^  a  message  from  the  Senate  that 
they  are  ready  for,  with  notice  of  their 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee^  ^bc, 
was  concurred  in    -        -        -        -        -    470 

Mr.  McKee  submitted  a  joint  resolution  fix'- 

ing  the  second  of  April  for,  read,  Ac     *  1520 
such  a  committee  appointed,  and  the  reso- 
lution referred  to  it         -        -        -        -  1566 

a  message  from  the  Senate  that  they  have 

appointed  a  committee  on  their  part        -  1606 
a  resolution  reported  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee fixing  the  23d  of  April  for  •        -  1693 
the  resolution  was  agreed  to      -        -        -  1763 
Mr.  Smilie  moved  to  rescind  the  resolution  1880 
which  motion,  after  debate,  was  ordered  to 
Ue  on  the  teble      -        -        -        -        -  1881 

the  consideration  resumed,  and  the  reaolu- 
tion  passed    .-----  1929 

1 1th  Con.  2d  Sxs8.-*b 


P^ge. 
Administration,  Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  me- 
morial of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Ohio,  ex- 
pressing their  entire  approbation  of  the 
measures  of  -        -        -        -        -        •    686 
Alexandria,  ^  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of,  read 

twice,  and  committed     .        J*       .        .    237 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Love,  the  petition  of  the 
President,  dec,  of  the  Bank  of,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  -    323 

a  petition  of  the  Common  Council  of,  was 
referred  to  the  CommUtee  of  the  Whole'      744 

(second  session)  a  bill  to  amend  the  charter 
of,  read  twice,  and  committed         «        •    783 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Love,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  were  discharged     ...  1521 

on  motion  of  the  same,  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  act  to  incorporate  a  turnpike  com* 
pany  in  the  county  of     -        -        -        -    828 

a  bill  from  said  committee  to  amend  the  act 
named,  read  twice,  and  committed  -        -  1218 

on  motion  of  the  same,  said  committee  were 
discharged     ......  1521 

the  House  considered  the  same,  and  ordered    . 
tl  to  a  third  reading        ....  1532 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1638 
•  returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1868 

the  amendqi«ttts  omicurred  in    -        -        -  187.9 

a  petition  of  the  levy  court  and  common 
council  of  the  county  and  city  of,  praying 
a  grant  of  money  for  the  erection  of  a 
permanent  jail  in,  refinrredtothe  Commit* 
tee  on  the  District  of  Columbia      -        ->    987 

a  bill  to  that  effect  reported,  read  twice,  and 
committed •  1224 

Mr.  Van  Horn  presented  the  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of,  pray* 
ing  an  alteration  in  the  laws  relating  to 
collection  of  debts,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia         -  1224 

a  bill  to  indorporate  the  Protesunt  Episco- 
pal church  of,  read  twice,  and  committed  1300 

laid  on  the  table,  and  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  discharged 1368 

taken  up  in  the  House,  amended,  and  ot^ 
dered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1402 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Fire  Insurance 
Company  of,  read  twice,  and  commifted  -  1446 
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Algien,  Oonsul  General  of  the  United  States  in     1999 
AUuTiona,  Mr.  Miller  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
questing   the    President  of  the    United 
States  to  take  measures  to  ascertain  the 
title  to  all  the,  islands,  accretions,  Ac,  on 
the  Mississippi  river,  which,  at  his  own 
suggestion,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table    381 
Alston,  Willis,  remarks  of,  on  blank  ballots        -      54 

on  a  motion  to  appoint  the  standing  com- 
mittees   00 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution     ...      70 

on  the  motion  of  the  same  gentleman  to  ex- 
press approbation,  dec.    -        .        *        .      94 

on  the  resolution  relating  to  the  census       -     154 

on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  complete  the 
fortifications 247 

on  the  resolution  to  refer  the  batture  ques- 
tion to  the  Attorney  General  ...    340 

on  a  motion  to  amend  the  Senate  bill  con- 
cerning non-intercourse  -        -        •  . .    •    447 

on  the  Senate  resolution  respecting  the  oob- 
dttct  of  the  British  Minister   ...    749 

speech  of,  on  the  same  subject    ...  1064 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  relatiye  to  ad- 
ditional dulies        .....  1470 

on  the  resolution  to  repeal  the  non-inter- 
course act      -        ...        -        -  1713 

on  the  resolution  concerning  the  apportion- 
ment of  Representatives         ...  17G6 

on  the  bill  for  the  better  accommodation  of 
the  General  Post  Office  and  Patent  Office  1791 

on  Mr.  Upham's  motion  relating  to  the  ex- 
penses of  foreign  intercourse  -        -        -  1945 

on  Mr.  Pitkin *s  resolution  respecting  for- 
eign relations         .2020 

American  Navigation  Act.    (See  Commercial 

Intereaurae  bill  reported  bj  Mr.  Macon.) 

American  Seamen,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  o(  read 

twice,  and  Committed     -        -        -        -1216 

(See  JSeamen.) 
Ancient  Records,  dec,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Quin- 
cy,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  the       ....  1427 

a  report  from  said  committee,  read  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  1633 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Quincy  the  Committee  of 
.  the  Whole  were  dischaiged,  and  the  re-      • 
port  referred  to  the  same  select  commit- 
tee to  report  a  bill 1704 

(For  the  bill,  see  General  Post  Office  and 
Patent  Office,) 
Anderson,  Mr.,  speeob  of,  on  the  bill  concerning 

commercial  intercourse  ....  1325 
Annapolis,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  change  the 

post  route  from,  to  Rockhall  ...    323 

read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    829 

read  the  third  time,  and  postponed  indefi- 
nitely   - 349 

Approbation,  Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  a  vote 
of,  be  passed,  on  the  President's  prompti- 
tude and  frankness  in  meeting  (he  over^ 
tures  of  Great  Britain,  Sec.    -        -        .      93 

Mr.  J.  G.  JackscMi  moved  its  indefinite  post- 
ponement     --.--.      95 

a  motion  by  Mr.  Randolph  to  consider  his 
resolution  of,  was  declared  by  the  Speaker 
to  be  put  of  order,  from  which  decision 
Mr.  R«  appealed  to  the  House         -        •     134 

the  decision  of  the  Speaker  confirmed        •    136 


ftp 
Appropriations,  Mr.  Randolph  sabmitted  a  reso- 
lution that  a  committee  be  appointed  lo 
inquire  into  the  proper  application  o^ 
which  the  House  agreed  to  consider        -     64 

Mr,  Randolph  moved  that  the  House  con- 
cur therewith         -----     e: 

Mr.  Eppes  moved  a  modificatioD  of  the  res- 
olution, to  which  Mr.  R.  assent^   -        .7; 

the  resolution  as  modified  carried  unani- 
mously, and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole n 

Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  and 
a  motion  to  refer  to  a  select  committee  •     9e 

the  resolution  amended,  and  referred  to  a 
select  committee    -        -        -        •        -    113 

on  motion  of  Mr.  ShefiTey,  a  similar  reaolu- 
tion  was  adopted,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed -  -  -  -  -  .  11% 
Armed  Merchantmen,  Mr.  LiTermore  sabmitted 
a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  lay  before  the  Hoam  copses 

'  of  any  instructions  issued  to  collectors, 
relative  to  the  refusal  of  dearanoea  to 
private,  agreed  |o lid 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trcaewy, 
in  obedience  to  the  resolution  -        -  13W 

Mr.  Dana  submitted  a  resolatii>n  that  it  is 
proper  to  establish  by  law  permanent  reg- 
ulations applicable  to,  dec  -  -  .1334 
Armed  Trade,  Mr.  Dana  submitted  a  resolatkm 
that  it  is  expedient  to  allow  the  mercfaam 
▼essels  of  the  United  States  to  be  armed 
for  their  defence,  dec.  -  -  -  .  155 
Armies  of  the  United  States,  a  committee  wss 
appointed  to  inquire  whether  any  altera- 
tion is  necessaiy  in  the  act  eetahlisfainf 
rules  and  articles  for  the  government  of  the   1 19 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  the  subject 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Mii- 
itary  Establishment  -  -  -  .  ISTC 
Armroyd,  George,  A  Company,  a  fevoraUe  re- 
port on  the  petition  oi^  was  concmied  ia, 
and  a  bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  csa- 
fimrmable  thereto    -        -        .        .       .  iTtS 

a  bill  presented,  read  twice,  and  committed  1617 

the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Commeros 
and  Manufaetores  on  the  case  of    -       -  S497 
Armstrong,  General*  copy  of  a  note  from,  to  Mr. 

Champagny  -.-...  2089 

copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Stale 
to .  SIS 

copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  the  Secrataiy  of 
State    -        -        2031,2063,2126,2127,8137 

copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  Mr.  Pinkney   2031,  t\M 

correfpondenoe  of,  with  Count  Ckmmpsg- 
ny         ....         2125, 2136,  Sir 

Army,  Mr.  Randolph  aubmilted  a  resolution  ts 

reduce  the     ......     (4 

a  motion  to  refer  to  a  Committee  of  the 

Whole  -  -  -  -  .  .  .  $f 
the  said  motion  prevailed  -  -  .  .  71 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  President's 

Message        ......     y 

said  committee  reported  the  inexpediency 

of  disbanding  an  v  portion  of  the  -  -  & 
(See  Military  and  Naval  EMfablUkmenlM, 

for  further  proceedings  on  the  resolution.) 
a  bill  to  reduce  and  consolidate  th«,  of  the 

United  States,  reported  -  •  IlM 
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.rmy— continued. 

read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole         ... 

Mr.  Milnor  moved  a  resolution,  which,  being 
amended,  waa  carried,  that  a  committee 
be  appofnted  to  inquire  into  the  propriety 
of  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  commit- 
tee to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the,  dec.  - 

said  committee  reported  a  resolution  to  pay 
the  witnesses  examined,  dec,  which  was 
concurred  in  by  the  House 

Mr.  Newton  submitted  a  resolution  request- 
ing the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  House  a  state- 
ment of  the  number  of  troops  composing 
the  regular     ...... 

agreed  to,  and  i,  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  President     ... 

a  Message  from  the  President,  with  the  state- 
ment asked  for,  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee   - 

the  message  and  accompanying  report  or- 
dered to  be  printed         .... 
Vmo,  the  ship,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  enclosing  a  statement  transmit- 
ted by  liie  Collector  of  Boston,  in  relation 
to  forged  papers  used  by         -        • 
(For  the  statement,  see  Appendix,  page  3156.) 
Articles  of  War,  Mr.  Randolph  presented  a  bill 
to  amend  the  act  establishing,  which  was 
permitted  to  lie  on  ^e  table    - 
Athens,   (Georgia,)  Mr.  Stanford  submitted   a 
resolution  directing  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral to  report  the  annual  amount  of  ex- 
penditures in  conveying  the  'mail  from 
the  seat  of  Government  to  New  Orleans 
by  the  way  of,  with  the  proceeds'  thereof 

Audrain,  Peter,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 
o^  read  twi^e,  and  committed 


Page. 


-  1951 


1988 


-  200& 


1256 


-  1267 


.  1867 


1868 


-  1426 


-    467 


158 


-  1406 


B. 


Bacon,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's 

libel  resolution       -        -        -        -        -   .  80 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  to 
pass  a  vote  of  approbation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States       ....      95 

on  his  resolution  concerning  domestic  man- 
ufactures        163,  S2S 

speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  petition  of  the  Carthagena  prison- 
ers          274,281 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  relating  to 
challenges,  dec 702 

on  Mr.  Giles's  resolution  to  call  for  certain 
papers 718,724 

on  his  motion  to  refer  the  memorial  of  the 
New  England  Canal  Company      -     730,  732 

in  support  of  his  motion  to  add  certain  pa- 
pers to  Mr.  Troup's  resolution  to  print    -    745 

on  the  resolution  from  the  Senate  concern- 
ing the  British  Minister  -        -        •>        -    751 

on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  bill  con- 
cerning commercial  intercourse      -        -  1439 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detach- 
ment from  the  militia     -        -        -  1502, 1514 

on  the  bill  for  the  better  accommodation  of 
the  General  Post  Office,  dec         -        -     1772 

on  the  bUl  to  reduce  the  Naval  EsUblish- 
ment -        -  1989 


Pege. 

Bahk,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bnrwell,  a  committee 

was  appointed  to  wait  on  the  President  of 

the  United  States,  and  request  him  to  lay 

before  the  House  any  information  he  may 

'  possess  relative  to  the  blockade  of  the 
ports  of  the    -        •        -        -        -        •  1091 

a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  endosing  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  obedience  to  the  tesolo* 
tion,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations  -        -        .        .        •  IMI 

said  eommittee  discharged  from  the  oonsid* 
ecataon  of  the  subject     ....  1788 

Mr.  Bibb  submitted  a  resolution  in  relation 
io  the  trade  of  the 1428 

which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole 1428 

sundry  papers  accompanying  the  Message, 
on  the  subject  of  the  blockade,  dbc,  of  &*  2131 

Baltimore,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to  lay 
before  the  House  a  statement  of  the  emol- 
uments and  ezpendtttties  of  the  Celleet- 
or  of,  for  the  years  1808  and  1809,  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  ...»  1478 
a  report  from  that  officer,  in  obedience  -  1533 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  bill  for  re- 
lief of  the  Collectors  of  Norfolk  and  Philar 

delphia 1536 

Bank  of  Alexandria,  the  petition  of  the  President 
and  Directors  of  the,  praying  an  extension 
of  their  charter,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia  -        «  1088 
a  report  from  the  said  committee  thereon    •>  1868 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  1376 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  continuing  tiie 
charter  of  the        .....  i960 
Bank  of  Potomac,  the  petition  of  the  President, 
dec,  of  the,  praying  a  charter,  referred  to 
the  same  committee  as  above  ...  1038 
a  report  from  said  committee     ...  1368 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole     -  1876 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Seybert,  the  memorial  of  the  stockholders, 
dec,  of  the,  was  referred  to  a  select  com* 

mittee 1832 

a  report  from  said  committee  referred  to  Hie 

Committee  of  the  Whole        •        -        -1413 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged, 
and  the  subject  again  referred  to  a  select 
committee     .--...  1681 
Mr.  Love  submitted  sundry  resohittons  in  re- 
lation to  the 1768 

which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table         -  1769 
a  bill  to  renew  the  charter  of  the,  reported, 

read  twice,  and  committed      ...  1768 
debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole    -        -  1795 
progpress  reported,  and  leave  to  sit  again  re- 
fused      1817 

debated  in  the  House,  and  Bifr.  Swoope  pro- 
posed an  amendment     •        -        .  •      .  1984 
the  amendment  considered,  and  lost  •    '    -  1936 
Mr.  Love  moved  an  amendment        -        -  1936 
which  was  also  lost   .....  1937 
correspondence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury with  the.  President  of  the        -        -  2179 
contract  between  the  Commissionen  of  ^_  .^^  '^ 
Sinking  Fnnd  and  the  -       »       •2^82,2184 


INDEX. 


ffouBe  Proceedings  and  Debaiee. 


Bank  of  tbe  United  8(8te«--coDUntted.  Page. 

the  Tpport  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasu^ 
in  obedience  to  resolution,  on  the  divi- 
dends, dec,  of  tbe  -  -  •  -  -  2207 
Bank  of  Washington,  Mr.  Love  presented  the 
petitions  of  tbe  President,  Ac,  of  the, 
praying  the  grant  of  a  charter;  referred, 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
Imnbia 747 

a  Import  from  said  committee     •        •        .  1368 
BiMktiiptcy,  Mr.  Whitman  prrsented  the  peti* 
tioo  of  sandry  inhabitanta  of  Portland, 
praying  theestablishment  of  a  uniform  sys- 
tem of-        -        -•»        ...        -698 

ft  motion  to  refer  said  petition  to  a  select 
committee,  lost      •        .        .       .        .    699 
Bartaiy  Powers,  a  bill  to  protect  the  oommevce 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States  against 
the,  read  twice,  and  committed        •        •  1167 

repoi^d  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        ....  1153 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -•   .    -  U79 
Barton,  William,  (a  Revolutionary  soldier,)  Mr. 
Boot  presented  the  petition  of,  and  moved 
to  refer  it  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole ; 
negatived       ......  1444 

Baasetty  Mr.,  remarks  of  on  the  bill  aothorixing 

a  detachment  from  the  militia         -        -  1476 

nnarks  of,  on  a  call  for  certain  papers       •  162*3 

on  a  resolution  respecting  the  gunboats      •  1663 

on  a  motion  t6  refer  the  subject  of  the  Bank  ' 
of  the  United  States  to  a  select  commit- 
tee          1680 

epeeck  of,  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Naval 
Establishment        ...  i960,  ltf90 

apoech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph  •  .  1976 
Bttlore,  Mr.  SheflTey  submitted  a  resolution  that 
a  committee  be  appointed  and  instructed 
to  bring  in  a  bill,  authorizing  tbe  Presi- 
dent to  appoint  Commissioners  to  deter- 
mine the  dispute  concerning  the  owner- 
ship of  the 323 

which  was  negatived         «...  1379 

Mr.  8.  submitted  three  other  rasoluttons  oik 
the  same  subject    -        .        «        .        •    418 

which  were  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  •        .        .  -    419 

pragress  reported,  and  leave  to  sit  again  re- 
fliaed     ....*..  1469 

Mr.  Bibb  submitted  a  resolution  to  vest  the 
title  of  the  United  States  in  the  corpora* 
tk>n  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans     -        -    349 

Mr.  Poydras  presented  the  representstion  of 
the  Mayor,  dbc.,  of  New  Orleans,  touch- 
ing the  title  of  tbe  United  Sutes  to  the, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands         -        .        .        •        -701 

Mr.  P.  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  citi- 
lens  of  New  Orleans,  praying  that  the 
title  to  the,  may  be  retained  in  the  United 
Butes 701 

Mr.  Shefley  submitted  sundry  resolutions 
vdating  to  the        -        -        .        .        •    707 

Mr.  Nelson  moved  that  said  resolutions,  to- 
gether with  the  pspers  presented  by  Mr. 
Poydras,  before  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  should  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  Com- 
■iHee  on  Public  Lands  be  discharged    -    789 
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which  motion,  after  conuderable  dtacnsaioB, 
prevailed       ....        .       .   744 

Mr.  Love  ofiered  a  resolution,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  same  ....  1371 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Gardenier,  the  Secrctaiy 
of  State  was  directed,  to  lay  belbre  the 
House  a  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  At- 
torney General  on  tbe  right  of  the  United 
States  to  the 14M 

a  letter  irom  the  Secretaiy  of  Stale  eodes- 
ing  the  copy  asked  for   -        .         .        -  14fi6 

Mr.  Poydras  presented  sundry  resoJotionsof 
the  Legislative  Council,  du.,  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans  in  relation  to  tbe  •       -140 

Mr.  Poindezter  submitted  a  resolution  on 
the  subject  of  the  -        -        -         -       .  1M9 

which  was  agreed  to,  and  reterred  to  a  se- 
lect comiQtttee       .        -   ~    .         .        -  1481 

a  bill  providing  tbe  means  to  ascertain  the 
title  to,  read  twice,  and  committed  •        •  1496 

progress  reported,  and  leave  to  ait  again  re- 
fused    -        - 15C@ 

called  up  in  the  Houae.  and  diacuased,  1607, 1617. 

1618,  1694,  1706 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  1 701 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        •  HH 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1^ 

amendments  disagreed  to  -        -        .       •  Ii^ 

Message  from  the  Senate  that  they  adhere  -  ISX 

the  consideration  of  adhei«nce  poatponed 
indefinitely  -  .  .  .  .  .  I9S 
Baylies,  Wiiiism,  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  declaring,  not  legally  elected, 
was  committed  to  tl^  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  - $» 

progress  reported,  and  leave  to  sit  again  re- 
fused    •        -        .         .         .         .       .  419 

the  resofution  of  the  Committee  of  Electioni 
carried  .        -        ..        •        .       .4(1 
Baynham,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committ^      .        .        .        .       .  1533 

reported  v?ithout  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading 1761 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -  177« 

Bayou  8u  John.    (See  Scituate  Harbor.) 

Beach  Point.     (See  as  above.) 

Bean,  Charles,  a  detailed  report  on  the  petition  of  1764 
a  hill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  committed  1765 

Bedtioking,  report  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury on  the  manufacture  of      .        .        •  3X0 

Bibb,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  a  petition  to  divide  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory    .......SIS 

remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  postpone  the 
Senate  resolution  fixing  the  day  of  ad- 
journment     ......    866 

attendance  of,  at  the  second  session   -        -    689 
remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  call  for  certain 
papers  .......    714 

on  tbe  motion  to  refer  the  memorial  of  tbe 
New  England  Land  Company        •        .734 

on  the  respective  motions  of  Messrs.  Troop 
and  Bacon  to  print  certain  acts  of  Georgia 
relative  to  the  Vazooclaima    -        .        -    746 

apeech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  commer- 
cial intercourse      .....  1341 

remarks  of  on  the  reaoIoUon  to  inquire  into 
the  conduct  of  Albert  Gallatin        •       -  HSl 
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on  postponing  the  Senate  anendments  to 
the  bill  concerning  commercial  IntercoiinQ  1439, 

1440 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  batture  1540 
remarks  introductory  of  a  motion  to  post- 
pone indefinitely  the  resolution  to  inquire 
into  the  conduct  of  General  Wilkinson     -  1746 
introducing  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature 
of  Georgia  relative  to  boundary       -        -  1987 
SlaclLwell,  David,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petU 
tion  of,  was  disagreed  to  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  their  disagreement  con- 
firmed by  the  House      -        -        -        -  1761 
Boone,  Daniel,  Mr.  Desha  presented  the  petition    . 
of,  praying  a  donation  of  land,  referred  to 
a  select  committee  ....  1158 

a  report  from  said  committee,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole        ...  1363 
Boston  Harbor.     (See  Scttuate  Harbor*) 
Boundary,  memorial  and  reiiolution  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Georgia  on  the  subject  of  her    -  21^73 
Bojdy  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  refer 

the  batture  title  to  the  Attorney  General     334 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  commer- 
cial intercourse       -         -        -         -         -  1322 
on  adhering  to  disagreement  to  the  Senate 

amendments  of  the  same        -        -        -  1682 
on  the  motion  to  disband  th0  Master  Com- 
mandants in  the  Navy   -        •        -        *  1982 
Bradley,  Daniel,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of -        -  1/816 

Brent,  John,  and  John  Randall,  Collectors  of 
Customs,  Mr.  Love  presented  the  petition 
off  praying  allowance  for  certain  seizures    ^ 
under  the  St.  Domingo  non-mtercourse 

act 346 

Brickell,  Thomas,  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  concurred  in  by  the  House        -    783 
Brigadier  General's  Pay,  Mr.  J.  G.  Jackson  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  to  limit  t^e        -        -    351 
which,   after  some   discussion,  was   with- 
drawn  -        -        ..        -        -        -        -     356 

Bdggs,  Isaac,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

committed     .-----  1215 

debated  in  committee,  disagreed  to,  reported, 
and  a  third  residing  refused    -        -        -  1330 
Brown,  John,  of  Maryland,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat  -        -        -        -        -        -    684 

Brown,  Ret.  O,  B.,  a  message  from  the  Senate 

that  they  have  appointed,  their  Chaplain    695 
Buck,  Anthony,  a  report  on  the  petition  of,  with 
a  resolution  granting  the  prayer,  agreed 
to,  and  a  bill  for  his  relief  ordered  -        -  1681 
a  bUl  for  relief  of,  presented,  read  twice,  and 

committed 1727 

Burch,  Benjamin,  election  of,  as  assistant  Door- 
keeper -        --        -        -        -        -67 

Burwell,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  subject  of  com- 
mercial intercourse         -        -        -        -      74 

on  the  bill  making  appropriations  to  com- 
plete the  fortifications    -        -        -        -     139 

on  the  Senate  bill  of  the  same  tenor   -        -    248 

on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  the  peti- 
tion to  divide  Mississippi  Territory  -    265 

on  the  resolution  to  refer  the  batture  ques- 
tion to  the  Attorney  General  .        -        •    9^9 

on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Naval  Bstabliak- 
ment     .-•----    383 


Burwell,  Mr.,  remarks  of— continued.  P^ffa- 

speech  of,  on  the  non-intercourse  bill  -    426 

attendance  of,  at  the  second  session    -        -    868 
remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  resolution  con- 
cerning the  blockade  of  the  Baltic  -        •  1090 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  commer^ 

cial  intercourse       -        -        -  1168,  1351 

remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  postpone  said 
bill         -        -        -        -        -        -        -  1201 

introdnctoiy  of  a  resolution  concerning  con* 

voy -  1226 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  inquire  into 
the  ofiicial  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury        - 1416 

remarks  of,  on  a.  motion  to  call  for  oer^un 

papers 1628 

on  the  resolution  concerning  apportionment 

of  representation    -        -        -        -        -  1787 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  Impose  additional 

duties 1866 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to 

.    eitend  the  time  of  payment  for  public 

lands     -        -        -        .        -  -  1999 

Business,  a  joint  committee  appointed  to  inqnire 

what,  is  necessary  to  be  done  during  ths 

present  session       -        •        -        -        -     117 

a  message  from  the  Senate  that  they  have 

appointed  a  similar  committee         -  '      -     163 
a  report  from  the  said  joint  committee        -    229 
a  similar  report  from  another  committee  of 
the  same  character         ....  1893 
Butler,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to' take 
up  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  ' 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Genenl 
Wilkinson     ......  2032 

C. 

Caldwell,  Hvry,  and  Amasa  Jackson,  Mr.  Helms 
presented  the  petition  of,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  a  select  oommittes    -       •        -    706 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twiee,  and  oomilutted    844 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1216 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -1218 
returned  from  the  Sonate  with  an  amend- 
ment    •        -        -        •     .  -        •        -  1382 
which  amendment  was  ooncttrred  in  -        «  1866 
Calhoun,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  tviiee, 

and  committed       -        -        -        •        -  1868 
Campbell,  John,  of  Maryland,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat 694 

Canmng,  Mr.,  unofficial  account  of  a  oonvarsi^ 

tion  held  by,  with  Mr.  Pinkney       -        •  2064 
copy  of  a  despatch  from,  to  Mr.  ISrskine      -  2066 
Cape  St.  Vincent,  a  bill  to  make,  in  the  district 
of  Sackett's  harbor,  a  port  of  deliveiy, 
read  twice,  and  committed  .  •        •        •  1768 
Capi^l,  a  bill  making  further  appropriations  Jiir 

completing  the,  read  twice,  committed     -  1196 
reported  with  amendmentf ,  which  were  read 

and  agreed  to        .....  2061 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  2963 
Captures^  British,  French,  and  Danish,  a  Mes- 
sage from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 

House -  1200 

Carthagena  Prisoners,  Mr.  McKim  presented 
the  petition  of  thirty-flve  Amencan  citi- 
zens, praying  the  interposition  of  Govern- 
ment, dtc.,  referred  to  a  select  committee     161 
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•  report  from  said  committee  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole    -    257 

the  resolution  reported  by  the  committee 
agreed  to,  and  reported  to  the  House       -    384 

on  the  question  of  concurrence,  the  resolu- 
tion lost  by  the  vote  of  the  Speaker        -    315 
CeoMOM,  Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  resolution 

concerning  the  third       -        -        -        -     150 

■greed  to^  and  referred  to  a  select  committee     188 

a  bill  presented  providing  for  taking  the 
third,  permitted  to  lie  on  the  table  -        -    459 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  make  provision  for  taking 
the        -------     690 

a  bill  from  said  committee  read  twice,  and 
committed     -        -        -        -      '  -        -    744 

teported,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee        -        - 1873 

■nodry  amendments  reported,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole        -  1405 

reported  to  the  House  with  sundry  amend- 
menu -        -  1406 

partially  agreed  to,  further  amended,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       ...  1427 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  1428 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1533 

the  amendments  agreed  to,  except  one        -  1535 

the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a.  conference      -  1536 

the  House  insist  and  consent  to  the  confer- 
ence     -        -    '    -        -        -        -        -  1559 

a  report  from  the  Managers        ...  1583 

a  message  from  the  S^^nate  that  they  recede 
with  an  amendment       ....  1584 

Uie  modification  proposed  by  the  Senate  con- 
curred in       -        .        -        .        -        -  1606 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  a  committee  was 
appointed-  to  prepare  a  bill  to  rectify  a 
mistake  which  had  occurred  in  enrolling 
the  bill  just  passed        •        .i        .  .      .  1760 

the  rectifying  bill  presented,  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ^    •        -        .  1761 

lead  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1762 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  the  Committee  on 
Domestic  Manufactures  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  ezpediency  of  so 
amending  the  act  for  taking  the,  as  to 
make  it  the  duty  of  the  officers  to  collect 
information  thereon        ....  1954 

a  bill  further  to  amend  the  actjifor  taking 
the  third,  read  twice,  and  committed       -  1988 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        .        .  2016 

load  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        «  2028 

Challenges,  dec,  Mr.  Bacon  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion in  relation  to 702 

Mr.  B.  gave  notice  that  he  should  call  up 

his  resolution  to-morrow         -        -        -    70S 
the  resolution  was  modified,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -        -    706 

Chamberlain,  John  C,  of  New  Hampshire,  ap- 
peared end  took  his  seat         ...    682 

Cliampagny,  Mr.,  a  note  from  General  Arm- 
strong to       -----        -  2029 

CSiaplains,  a  message  from  the  Senate  proposing 

the  election  of  two,  agreed  to         -        -      58 
a  similar  message  and  result,  at  the  second 
session  -        -        -        -        -        -        •    684 

Chemical  Preparations,  report  of  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury  on  American         -        -  2236 


Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal   Company,  a 
bill  from  the  Senate  aulborizing  the  ssle 
and  grant  of  a  quantity  of  land  to  the   •  1§«^ 
read  twice,  and  committed  -         -       -  1@ 

Chickasaw  Indians,  a  bill  making  approprtatioai 

to  cany  into  effect  a  treaty  with  the,  and 

to  establish  a  land  ofiSce  in  the  Mississii^ 

Territory,  read  twice,  and  committed     •    ISS 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        -        •         -       •   ^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -   iM 

China,  name  and  emoluments  of  the  Cont-ul  of 

the  United  States,  in      -        -         -       -  19% 

Christiansand,  a  memorial  firom  sundry  Ameri- 
cans at  ------  2117 

Circular,  a,  from  the  Treasuty  Department  to 

Collectors  of  Customs    -         -         .2074,1!334 
from  the  British  Envoy,  Mr.  Jackson  -  SIi3 

Claims,  appointment  of  the  standing  Committee 

of  (first  session)     -        -        -         .       .     0 
appointment  of  the  standing  Committee  of 

(second  session)    -        -        -         .       -   fiSI 
said  Committee  discharged  from  the  consid- 
eration of  all  claims  not  reported  on       •  19ST 
Clay,  Matthew,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat  -        -        -        -        -       -   SB 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detach- 
ment Irom  the  militia,    1474,  1475,  1477.  UT^ 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Pitkin's  amendment  to 
the  same        -        .        -  1569,  1571, 157? 

Claxton,  Thomas,  election  of  as  Doorkeeper    •    9' 
authorized  to  employ  an  assistant,  serranti, 

■  &c lis 

an  extra  allowance  granted  to    -        -       -  SfiaS 

Claxton,  James,  the  Secretary  authorised  to  pay 

one  hundred  dollars  to   -        -        -       -  S8^ 

Clerks,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stanford,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  were  instmctnl 
to  bring  in  a  bill  fixing  and  allowing  suit- 
able salaries  to  the  Government  -  -1^ 
a  bill  to  fix  the  compensation  of,  read  twicff 
and  committed       -        -        -        •       - 1^ 

Clock,  on  motion  of  Mr..  Van  Horn,  the  Clerk  of 
the  House  was  directed  to  procure  a,  for 
the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives   41§ 

Clopton,  Johnt  of  Virginia,  was  qualified  uid 

took  his  seat 217 

Coast  Survey,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactarei 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
priety of  making  further  provision  for  a 
complete  -  -  -  -  .  -  l!W 
Coles,  Isaac  A.,  the  Speaker  laid  before  the 
House  a  letter  from,  apologizing  lor  a 
certain  occurrence,  on  which  no  order 
was  taken  -  -  -  -  .  .  685 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  occurrence 
referred  to  in  said  letter,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  them 7^ 

a  report  made  by  said  committee        -       -987 
which,  with  the   papers  accompanying  it, 
was  ordered  to  be  printed  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -       •   98$ 

Collectors  of  Customs,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  ao- 
ihorizing  credit  to  be  given  to  certain,  for 
allowance  paid  by  them  to  the  ownere  and 
crews  of  fishing  vessels  -        -        ,       .  3^1 
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twic«  read  and  committed  ...    3^3 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     464 
JoUectora  of  Noifolk  and  Philadelphiai  a  bill  for 

relief  of  the,  read  twice,  and  committed  -  1464 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  appointment  of 

the  standing  Committee  of  -        60,  C84 

Commercial  Intercourse,  Mr.  Newton  presented 
a  bill  concerning,  which  was  twice  read, 
and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
reported  without  amendment  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       ..... 

read  a  third  time«  and  passed     -    .    •> 
a  bill  to  revive  and  amend  the  act  to  inter- 
dict, with  Great  Britain  and  France,  read 
twice  and  committed       -        -      .  - 
on  motion  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Jackson  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  were  dischargedf  and 
the  hill  was  recommitted  to  the  committee 
that  reported  it,  for  amendment     *>  . 
an  amendatory  bill  to  the  same  effect  report- 
ed, read  twice,  and  committed 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        .        . 

read  a  third  time        -        •        ... 
passed       ........ 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend  and  con- 
tinue in  force  the  act  to  interdict,  dec., 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  whom  the  amen- 
datory hill  of  the  House  was  committed 
Mr.  McKim  submitted  two  resolutions  con- 
cerning our   -        -    ~   - 
which  were  agreed  to        - 
Mr.  Macon,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  a  bill  respecting  the, 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain and  France,  and  for  other  purposea 
read  twice  and  referred  to  a  Qommittee  of  the 

Whole  -        -        -        •        -        .        -    755 
bill  debated  in  Committee  of  the  Whole    -  1160 
progress  reported,,  and  leave  to  sit  again 

obtained         ... 
debate  resumed  in  Comuiittee  of  the  Whole 
progress  reported,  and  leave  to  sit  again 
obtained         ...... 

debate  resumed  next  day   -        -        .        . 
an  amendment  ofiered  by  Mr.  Chittanden 
to  permit  the  importation  of  salt,  prevailed 
an  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Macon,  giving 
the  President  the  power  to  judge  when  the 
belligereqt  edicts  shall  cease  to  violate  pur 
commerce,  also  prevailed 
after  several  verbal  amendments,  the  Com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  the  bill 
debate  on  the  bill  resumed  in  the  House    - 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell,  the  further  con- 
sideration postponed  till  to-morrow 
the  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole   - 
several  amendments  made  to  the  bill  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  were  agreed  to 
debate  in  the  House  resumed     ... 
a  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  to  a  select  com- 
mittee was  negatived      .... 

debate  on  the  bill  resumed        ... 
a  motion  to  postpone  was  negatived.  - 
the  debate  on  it  resumed   -          1275,  1300,  1325 
an  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Montgomery 
was  agreed  to 1329 
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and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  1330 
read  the  third  time,  further  debated,  and  the 

House  adjourned 

debate  on  the  final  question,  **  Shall  this  bill 
.       pasaV-        -        .        .        . 

the  question  taken  and  carried  ... 
returned  from  the  Sei^ate  with  amendments, 

upon  which  debate  ensued      -        •  1438, 1446^ 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  and  one  by 

Mr.  Eppes,  referred  to  a  select  committee  1463 
said  committee  reported  a  disagreement  to 
the  Senate's  amendments,  in  which  the 
House  concurred,  except  as  to  so  much  as 
strikes  out  the  last  section 
the  bill  returned  to  the  Senate  precisely  in 

its  original  form 

a  message  from  the  Senate  insisting  on  their 

amendmentK,  and  asking  a  conference 
the  House  agreed  to  the  conference,  with  a 

resolution,  also,  to  insist 
a  report  from  the  committee  of  conference 

of  disagreement    '-        -        - 
the  disagreement  between  the  two  Houses 
debated  -         -         -         1635,  1665, 

a  biH,  No.  2,  eoncerning  the,  presented,  read* 

and  psMsed  to  a  second  reading 
debated  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  - 
amended  and  reported        .... 
the  first  and  second  amendments  of  the  Com- 
mittee  concurred  in        -        -        •        - 
the  third  amendment  concurred  in     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        .        . 
read  a  third  time        ..... 
the  final  question  put  and  carried 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 
,  one  amendment  disagreed  to,  and  managers 

appointed  to  confer        -        -        - 
the  Senate  agree  to  the  conference,  recede 
from  one  and  adhere  to  the  others  of  their 
amendments  ....-•  2050 
a  report  from  the  conferees  recommending  a 

modification 2051 

the  recommendation  of  the  committee  con- 
curred in       -, 2052 

Commercial  Laws,  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  the  revision  of  the, 
referred  to  the  Committtee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  -        •        -        -        -      90 
ComptroUei's,  a  report  in  relation  to  balances  on 
the  books  of  the    .        .        •        .        - 
Congress,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  fix  the  iime 
for  the  next  meeting  of  • 
read  twice  and  committed  .        .        -        - 
read  a  third  time  and  passed       ... 
a  concurrent  resolution  from  the  Senate  'fix- 
ing the  20th  instant  for  the  adjournment 
of  the  present  session  of       -        -        - 
the  resolation  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table    - 
agreed  to  with  an  amendment  altering  the 

day 

.  a  bill  making  appropriations  to  defray  the 
contingent  expenses  of,  twice  read,  and 
committed      -        -        -        -        -  >      - 
reported  with  amendments  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  ..---- 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    394 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  to 
fix  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of       -  1768 
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■aid  committee  reported  a  bill  for  that  pur- 
pose, read  twice,  and  committed     -        -  lt93 
-Constitution,  a  concurrent  resolution  fVom  the 

Senate  to  amend  the      ....  1997 

twice  read  and  committed  ....  2006 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed     .....  3060 

Mr.  Macon  submitted  a  resolution  to  amend 
the,  which  was  ordered  to  He  on  the  tabfe  2028 
"Consuls,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  fixing  the  com- 
pensation of,  residing  on  coast  of  Barbaiy  1768 

read  twice  and' committed  .        .        •        .  1768 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  recommitted    ....  1858 

Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  and 
the  bill  again  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1879 

read  the  third  time  and  passed  ...  2049 

Mr.  Upham  submitted  a  resolution  that  the 
President  be  authorized  to  cause  to  be  laid 
before  the  House  a  statement  of  the  names, 
compensation,  dec,  of  the  several  United 
States 1946 

the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  committee 
appointed  to  wait  on  the  President  -        -  1947 

a  Message  from  the  President  enclosing  the 
statement  asked  for        -        -        -        -  1998 
Contested  Elections,  Mr.  Southard  submitted  a 
resolution  relating  to  evidence  in  cases  of, 
which  was  referred  to  a  committee  -        -     183 

a  bill  to  render  permanent  the  act  prescri- 
bing the  mode  of  taking  evidence  in  cases 
of,  presented,  read,  twice,  and  committed     264 

the  same  action  on  the  same  subject  at  the 
second  session        ....     733,  827 

reported  without  amendment     ...  1378 
Contingent  Fund,  a  Message  from  the  Presidenti 

with  an  account  of  the,  for  1809      -        -  1274 
(Tonvoy,  Mr.  Burwell  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
lating to,  dec.         1226 

referred  to  a  select  committee    ...  1264 

a  bill  reported  by  said  committee  on  the  sub* 
jectof 1403 

twice  read  and  committed  ...  1404 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  were  discharged    ...  1464 

a  new  bill  was  reported  by  Mr.  Eppes,  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed        -        -  1484 
Cook,  Orchard,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat 134 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  complete  the  for- 
tifications       240 

on  the  resolution  for  the  relief  of  the  Car- 
thagen  a  prisoners 304 

on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Naval  Establishment    390 

appeared  and  took  his  seat,  at  the  second 
session -  1876 

on  a  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  cdnceming 
commercial  intercourse  ....  1586 
'  on  the  resolution  to  call  for  certain  papers  1 622 

1624 
Copper  and  Brass,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  on  the  manufactures  of  -  -  2234 
Cotton  Goods,  a  memorial  of  the  manufacturers 
of,  in  Baltimore,  praying  that  an  additional 
duty  may  be  imposed  on  the  importation 
of,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures        -        -        -     152 

the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  the  American  manuftctures  of  -        -  2229 


Crist,  Henry',  of  Kentucky,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat m 

Cumberland  Road,  on  motion  of  Mr.  NelsoD,thc 
Message  of  the  President  on  the  subjeft 
of  the,  was  referred  to  a  select  committee   % 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for  laying  sat 

and  making  the,  read  twice  and  committed  S: 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  on  the  same  sobj^^t  44t 
debate  on  the  same  in  Committee  of  the 

Whole  -        - 46 

ordered  io  lie  on  the  table  ....  ^ 
read  twice  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  7:' 
reported  without  amendment  and  commitleii 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole       -       -   ^ 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -        -       •  19S 
read  a  third  time  and  passed       -        -       •  Its 
Cntts;  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the 

Naval  Establishment      •        -        -       •  3?? 
on  tKe  bill  concerning  commercial  inter- 
course  -        -.       -        -         -        -       .  ic 

i 

•  D. 

Dana,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  Mr.  Randol|rik*s  rceofai- 

tion  relating  to  libel         -         -        •       78.  ^ 

remaiks  of,  on  the  same  member'a  resolotioD 
to  espreas  approbation  of  the  Prendect*s 
conduct  ......    fc 

on  the  resolution  concerning  die  seditisa 

law m 

on  Mr.  Rosa's  amendment  to  the  same  •  ir 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  postpone  the 

vote  of  approbation  indefinitely  -  -IS 
remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  resolotioa  Ibf 

the  benefit  of  American  seamen  •  •  IM 
introductory  of  a  resolution  to  sdlow  nei^ 

chant  vessels  to  arm  for  defence  •  i^ 

on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  complete  tke 

fortifications Ms 

on  the  bill  for  the  redemption  of  the  pufalir 

debt US 

on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  (able  the  joiat 

resoliition  firom  the  Senate  concerning  sd- 

joomment  -  -  -  .  .  .  i66 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  redoce  die  Naval 

EsUblishment  -  -  -  .  386,l»« 
on  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  httt 

the  non-intercourse  act  -         •     409, 419, 445 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same        •      •  ^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  coneemiog  tbe 
'  navigation  laws     -        -        .        .       .   69- 
on  his  amendment  to  the  resolution  callinf 

for  a  copy  of  Mr.  Jackson's  circular  708, 7^ 
on  the  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  cf 

Claims  the  memorial  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Land  Company      ...     730, 73^ 
on  the  resolution  from  tbe  Senate  concemiag 

the  conduct  of  the  British  Minister  •  -  7^ 
speech  of,  on  the  same  -  -  .  .  70 
remarks  of,  on  a  verbal  amendment  to  a 

resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Burwell  -  -  IS^ 
on  Mr.  Newton's  ret*olntion  calling  for  a 

statement  of  the  Army  -  -  .  .  1SS< 
on  Mr.  NichoIson*s  resolution  for  a  geoenl 

establishment  of  National  Banks  •  1^ 

on  the  bill  concerning  sea-letters  -  •  1^ 
on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  from 

the  mtliUa      -        -        -  1381,  1882,  I&^ 

on  the  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  oflSctal 

conduct  of  Albert  OaliatiD      -        .       .  litf 
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Dvnm,  Mr.,  remarks  o(-*«cmtimied.  Pagd. 

on  .  tlie   bill  oanMitiing' .  coBmerciai  int^- 

course 1442,  1454 

on  the  bill  relating  to  convoy  -     1490,  1491 

on  the  Senate's  amendmeBte  to  the  bill  cod- 

cerniiiff  oommercial  intercoarse         1493,  1495 
speech  o^  on  the  bill  anthorisng  a  detach- 
ment from  the  militia     ....  1525 
renoarks  of,  on  Mr.  Pitkin*8  amendment  to 

the  same  .        -         1569,  1671,  1878 

on  a  call  for  certain  impen         ...  1623 

speech  of,  on  the  bill,  concerning  tomedoes   1625, 

•  *  1629 

rcmarkfl  .of,  on  referring  the  mibject  of  the 

Bank  of  the  Uniled  Btatea  to.  a  select . 

committee 1880 

on  Mr.  Jiaadolph*3  resolutipn  to  repeal  the 

Don-intercoarse  act  -  -  *  •  1708 
on  the  bill  to  impAe  additional  duties  -  1861 
on  the  bill  to^rednoe  the  Army  ...  1865 
speech  of,  on  the  same  snbject  ...  1876 
remarks  oC  on  an  amendment  to  the  inter- 
coarse bill  No.  2    1916 

on  Mr.  Upham's  resolution  relating  to  Con- 
suls       .......        .,1946 

^  on  the  loan  bill  -        -        -        -        •  1947 

on  his  resolntion  relating  to  the  Post  Office 
Bstabruhment        -        •       .,-        -      .  -  1954 
,  speech  o^  on  the  bill  to  redace  the  Naval 

Establishment 1958 

,  remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  disband  the 

Master  Commandants    -        •  .      ••        -  1985 
on  Mr^  Pitkin's  resolotion  concerning  o^r 
foreign  relations     -.        -        •        -     '  -  2020 
Danish  Qaptares,  resolutions  of  several  merchants, 
,  dtc,  of  Philadelphia,  eonoemtng     -        -2142 

memorial  o£  merchants  and  underwiiiexson 
the  same  subject,  to  the  President  -  i     -  2143 
Darby,  Ezra,  Honorable,  Mr.  Fisk  submitted  a 
resolntion  that  a  grave  ftone  be  erected 
over  the  grave  of   -       -        -        -  .      -  1794 
Dardin,  Amey,  Mr.  Gholson  made  a  iavorable 
'^  report  on  the  petition  of         ...  1465 

the  report  concurred  in,  a  bill  ordered  in 

pursuance  thereof  >        -        -        -  1531 

a  bill  for  relief  of^  read  twice,  and  committed  1533 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading       .....  1560 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1564 
Dawson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  mo- 
tion to  meet  at  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.   -        -     .  57 
the  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houiie  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  enclosing 
a  certificate  of  the  election  of,  referred  to 
\  the  Committee  of  Elections    .        .        «•     152 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Newton's  resolution  re- 
specting the  state  of  the  Army        -        -  15^6 
^      Debentures,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of,  in 

certain  cases,  read  twice,  and  committed  ,    754 
Mr.  Seybert  presented  the  petition  of  mer- 
chants of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  cer- 
tain formalities  in  the  bonds  for,  may  be 
dispensed  with,  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means       ...        -  1465 
^'      Denmark,  Mn  Whitman  submitted  a  resolution  - 
respecting  captures,  dec,  under  aathority 
of  the  Government  of     -        -        -        -     099 
',*  the  resolution  was  amended,  and  agreed  to      700 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  concern- 
ing our  afiairs  with         -        -  2135, 2158 


Page. 

Denmark  and  ite  Dominions,  a  statement  of  Uni- 
ted Stetes  Consuls,  and  their  compensa- 

.  tion,  in  ......  199^ 

Dennes,  James,  (a  disabled  man  at  the  navy 
yard,)  Mr.  Witherspoon  i^esented  the  pe- 
tition of         -        -    .    -        >        -        .  1090 
Desha,  Mr.,  speech  o^  on  the  bill  concerning 

commercial  intercourse  -    .    -        .        .  1300 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  authoriaing  a  detach- 
ment from  the  militia     -        -        -        -  1383 

on  a  motion  to  toke  up  th6  report  in  the  case 
of  General  Wilkinson  -  -  -  -  2034 
Distillers,  the  petition  of  sundry,  praying  a  prohi- 
bition of  the  importation  of  foreign  lienors 
distilled  from  grain,  Sec,  referred  to  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  -  218 
District  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  the      -        -        -       60, 684 

^id  committee  instructed  to  inquire  what 
amendments  are  necessary  in  the  act  re- 
lating to  tho  .....      90 

several  petitions  presented  at  last  session  re- 

.  ierred  tfl  said  committee  -      229,  230,  933 

a  motion  to  instruct  the  oommittee  to  re- 
port what  Bubjecte  before  them  ought  to 
be  acted  on,  was  negatived     -        -        «    234 

a  bill  respecting  the  circuit  court  of  the, 
r^ad  twice,  and  committed      •        «        -    256 

a  petition  of  sundry  persons  praying  that  a 
certain  way  be  made  public,  referred  to 
the  committee  a£»resaid  -        -        -    316 

Mr.  Love  presented  the  petition  of  a  num- 
ber of  inhabitante  of  the,  praying  the  in-  . 
corporation  of  a  company  to  make  a  road 
leading  from  the  Capitol  to  Fredericktown, 
referred  to  same     -        -        -        -        -     754 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  removal  of  slaves  from 
one  part  to  another  of  the,  read  twice, 
and  committed       .....     793 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  •        •        .        .        .  1215 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1218 

a  bill  to  make  a  certain  road  in  the,  public, 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  1487 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -        -  1531 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta  1617 

which  were  concurred  in    -        -        •        -  1622 

a  bill  to  amend  the  laws  within  the,  read 
twice,  and  committed     ....  1531 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorporate  a  com- 
pany for  making  certain  turnpike  roads  in  1533 

read  twice,  and  committed  ...  1532 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  and 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Love  the  bill  was  read  a  ' 
third  time,  and  pajssed    ....  1860 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend  the  laws 
within  the,    -        -        -        -        -        -  1727 

read  twic^,  and  committed      ...  1760 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  act  concerning  the  or- 
ganization of  the  militia  in  the        -        -  1768 

a  bill  from  said  committee,  read  twice,  and 
committed     - 1818 

Mr.  Love  submitted  a  resolution  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  author- 
ized to  appoint  three  commissioners  to 
draw  up  a  code  of  laws  for  the,  which  the 
House  did  not  consider  ...  1886 
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DixMi,  Lucy,  an  advenu  report  on  the  petition 
of,  wai  disagreed  to  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  the  House  concqrred  in  the 
disa^eement  -        •        -        -        -1701 

Pocuments,  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads  were  instructed  to  prepare  a 
bill  authorizing  members  to  frank  th^ 
Message  and  -        -        '        -        -    684 

a  bill  in  pursuance,  read  twice,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  ....     690 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    690 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
which  were  concurred  in        -        •        -    701 

Domestic  Manufactures,  Mr.  Bacon  submitted  a 
resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  report  at  the  next  session  a 
plan  to  protect  and  foster        ...     162 

agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  printed   -        -     163 

Mr.  Lyon  submitted  a  resolution  on  the 
same  subject  .....     ig4 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
enclosing  a  report  in  obedience  to  the  first 
resolution,  of  which  one  thousand  copies 
were  ordered  to  be  printed      ...  1929 

th^  committee  on  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to,  made  a  report 
thereon  .        .        ^        .        .        .     363 

resolutions  accompanying  said' report,  the 
first  of  which  was  referred  to  the  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole       •        -        -        -    366 

the  question  of  referring  the  second  resolu- 
tion negetiyed        -      .  •        -        •        -    367 

Drawback,  Mr.  Van  Horn  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
.quire  into  the  expediency  of  modifying  or 
repealing  the  laws  relating  to,  which  the 
House  refused  to  consider       -        •    •     -    .182 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  extend  the  benefit 
of,  in  certain  cases  ....    266 

twice  read,  and  comrUitted  -        -        >     264 

Mr.  Van  Horn  again  submitted  a  resolation 
similar  to  his  first 704 

a  letter  firom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
enclosing  a  statement  of         -        •        -     717 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Potter,  the 'Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
extending  the  benefit  of,  on  certain  mer- 
chandise          744 

a  bill  to  extend  the  allowance  of,  to  certain 
vessels,  read  twice,  and  committed  •        -  1403 

a  bill  to  allow  the  benefit  of,  in  certain  cases, 
.  read  twice,  and  committed      ...  1617 

committee  discharged  from  its  consideration  1769 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Potter  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  1858 

read  a  tlrird  time,  and  passed      ...  1879 
Dunn,  Thomas,  election  of  as  sergeant-at^arms      57 

Dyster,  Joseph  Joshua,  Mr.  Findley  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  the  grant  of  a 
patent  right  to  a  new  principle  for  erect- 
ing iron  bridges,  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee    694 

«  bill  firom  the  Senate  to  extend  the  benefit 
of  patent  right  to,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted  .        -        -        -        -        -        -    717 

reported  with  amendments,  and  again  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole    -  .  744 


1573 


Dyster,  Joseph  Joshua— eontiniied.  Pi|e. 

the  amendment  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  -        •       -1336 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ss  amended  13^ 

m  bill  from  the  Senate  to  extend  certain  prif<       j 
ileges  to       -        -         -         -         -        -    144f 

read  twice,  and  committed        -         -        -    14« 

E. 

vEarthenw«rei  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  on  American  manufiictures  of  US 
East,  Samuel  G.,  a  bill  lor  the  benefit  of  the  es- 
tate of,  read  twice,  and  committed  '       -  ISI 
reported,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table     -  IMI 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy         -  1379 
Elections,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee of. 60,68J 

Ely,  Mr.,  remarks  of^  on  lUi  amendment  to  the 

bill  for  a  detachment  from  the  militia     • 

on  another  amendment  proposedto  the  same 

on  a  motion  to  rescind  the  resolution  fixing 

the  day  of  adjournment 
on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  extend  the 
time  of  payment  for  publie  lands      SUUU,  StUi 

Embargo,  a  bill  to  repeal  the  seYeral  acts  layiog 
an,  and  for  other  purposes,  read  twice, 
and  committed        -        -        -        •       •   ISf 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  TVeasorj 

to  the  Chairman  of  the   Committee  oif 

Commerce,  dbc.,  on  the  subject  of  the     •  ^ 

Emott,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  biDto 

complete  the  fertificAtions 

speech  of,  on  tho  report  in  &e  ease  of  the 
Carthagena  prisoners     .... 

oh  the  concurrent  resolution  of  the  Senate 
relating  to  the  British  Minister 

remarks  of,  introductory  of  an  anendmeot 
to  the  bill  authorixing  a  detachment,  4c. 

speech  of,  on  the  question  of  adhering  in 
disagreement  to  the  Senate's  amendmeotc 
to  the  bill  coneerning  commercial  inter- 
course   -        •        -        -        -        .-W6I 

Eppes,  Mr.,  remarks  of^  on  Mr.  Randolph*!  res- 
olutions -        -        -        .        -       - 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph  •        .        -       • 

on  the  question  of  concurrence  on  the  sec- 
ond resolution 7* 

on  the  bill  for  the  redemption  of  the  public 
debt       -        -        .        -        -        .'^      -  261 

on  the  resolution  to  limit  the  Brigadier 
General's  pay         -        -        -        -       -   3M 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue 
in  force  the  non-intercourse  act 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  call  for  a 
copy  of  Mr.  Jackson's  circular         -    708, 71^ 

speech  of)  on  Mr.  Gold's  resolution     -       -   ^' 

speech  of,  on  the  concurrent  resolution  from 
the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  British  Min- 
ister       -  911 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Rhea's  resolution  to  im- 
pose additional  duties    -        -  133^  1^^' 

speech  c^,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  (o 
the  commercial  intercourse  bill        -       -  1^' 

remarks  of,  on  withdrawing  an  amendment 
proposed  by  himself       -        -        .      - 1^ 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  convoji 

1487,  1491,  I4» 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  to 
reduce  the  Army  and  Navy    -        -      •  1^'* 


35( 


?71 


m 


ft 

6a 


m 


INDEX. 


liT 


ffowe  Proeeeding9  and  Debates, 


1616 


178» 


-     158 


.  1167  I 


UlO 


pes«  Mr.— coDtioued.  Page, 

speech  of,  in  njoinder  Id  Mr.  Rindolph't 
reply     -        -        -        - 

remarks  of,  on  his  moUon  to  take  up  the 
oonToy  bill    ------ 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  impose  additional 

duties    •        -        -        -        «•  1619,  1825 

speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph    -        -  1836 
tkine,  Mr.,  eonespoodence  o(  with  the  8ec* 

retary  of  State  2057,  2059,^  2060,  2061,  2069y 

2077,  2084,  2103 
ine,  John,  and  others,  petition  oU  praying  to 
be  paid  the  amount  of  their  accounts  for 
collecting  the  direct  tax,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims     -        -        . 
imate,  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  reported 
an,  of  appropriations  for  the  year  1810, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  -        -        -  •      -  . 
ana,  Oliver,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Love  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  inquire  what  altera- 
tions if  any  aie  neoesaary  in  the  act  for 
relief  of         --..-- 
ectttive,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate  expres- 
sing approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the, 
in  refusing  to  hold  further  comUiunica- 
tion  with  Mr.  Jackson    -        -        ^ 
debate  on  the  resolution  in  Conunittee  of 
the  Whole     ......    755 

progress  reported,  with  leave  to  sit  again    -   783, 

844,  868 
debate  resumed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  784, 
848,  869,  874,  936,  988,  1032,  1091 
a  motion  for  indefinite  {Mwtponement  neg- 
atived   -        -        -      ,  -        -        -        -  1088 

Mr.  Gardenier*s  motion  to  reoommitthe  res- 
olution negatived  -  .  -  .1.  1144 
questioa  on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 
token  and  carried  -  -  -  •  -1151 
cpenditure  of  Public  Moneys,  Mr.  Randolph 
made  a  report  on  the,  accompanied  with 
sundry  documents,  which  were  ordered 
to  be  printed  ------ 

tports,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, with  a  statement  of,  Tor  the  year 
1809,  was  ordered  to  be  printed      -        -  1404 

cports  and  ImporU,  to  and  from  Great  Britoin 
and  France,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  giving  an  account  of 

ttra  Compensation,  ordered  to  be  paid  to  the 
servante  of  the  House    -        -         -        - 
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tnances,  a  resolution  relating  to  the,  submitted 

by  Mr.  Dana,  wi^  agreed  to   -        •        -    326 

so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means 389 

annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  state  of  the  -        -        -'    704 

the  report  at  large      -        -        -  2168, 2186 

Indley,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  ap- 
probatory resolution        •        -        -        -    ^  93 

speech  of,  6n  the  motion  to  postpone  the 
same  indefinitely 114 

appeared,  (second  session,)  and  took  his 
seat 682 

remarks  o^  on  the  resolution  to  inquire  into 
the  official  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury        -        -        -        .        ^        -  1420 


Findley,  Mr..— continued.  Page. 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detech- 

ment  from  the  militia     ....  1517 
on  the  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  General 

WUkinson     ..---.  1735 
on  the  bill  to  renew  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Stotes       .        .        -        .  1810 
Fines,  penalties,  ^c,  Mr.  NewboM  presented  a 
bill  to  remit  certein,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   -        •        -        -        -        -  1412 
(See  Penaltiet,  Ac) 
Fink,  John,  the  testimony  of,  read  by  Mr.  Emott 
in  his  speech  on  the  subject  of  the  Car* 
thagena  prisoners  -        •        -      , .        -    273 
Fishing  Vessels,  bounties  to  the  owners,  See.,  of, 

(See  CoUeetora  of  Customs.) 
First  Meridian.    (See  Lambert,  wUUam,) 
Fisk,  Mr.  speech  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  approba- 
tory resolution        -        •        -        -     ,   .     171 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  complete  the  forti- 
fications          240,264 

speech  of,  on  the  subject  of  the  Carthage- 

na  prisoners  -        -        -        -      279,  297,  314 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  refer  the 
batture  queation  to  the  Attorney  Gen* 
eral       -        -     '   - 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue 

'  the  non-intercourse  act  • 
speech  of,  on  the  Joint  resolution  relating  to 

the  conduct  of  the  British  Minister 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  commer- 
cial intereoufse      -        ..        -        . 
.remark*  of,  introdnctory  of  an  amendment 

to  the  foreign  license  bill 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  commercial  interoourse  bill  1440, 1442, 1494 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detoch- 

ment  from  the  militia     -        .        .        .  1510 
remarks  of,  on  the  torpedo  experiment  1628,  16SI> 
speech  of,  on  adhering  to  the  disagreement 
of  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  com- 
mercial intercourse  bill  -        -        -        .  1664 
remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  resolution  re- 
specting the  apportionment  of  represente- 

tion 1765,178ft 

remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  rescind  the  reso- 
lution fixing  the  day  of  adjournment        -  1880 
remarks  of,  on  an  amendment  to  the  cpm- 
mercial  intercourse  bill.  No.  2         -        -  )91ft 
Flag  of  the  United  States,  so  much  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  as  relates  to  abuses  of  the, 
i             by  collusive  prostitution  thereof,  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures        -     68S 

Foreign  Armed  Vessels,  a  resolution  asking  for 
copies  of  the  instructions  issued  with  re- 
spect to,  submitted  b^   Mr.  Dana,  was 

agreed  to -^  1219 

a  Metoage  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  enclosing  a  report  from  the. 
Secretory  of  the  Treasury,  that  no  instruc- 
tions have  been  issued  on  the  subject  of  -  1387 
Foreign  Intercourse,  Mr.  Upham  submitted  a 
resolution  relating  to  expenditures  on,  dec, 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
Mr.  Upham  submitted  another  resolution  of 

like  tenor,  which  was  agreed  to 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  reply  to  said  resolution,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Waya  alid  Means  -  198S 
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(See  Short,  WlKamf  for  the  object  of  the 

reiolutioo.) 
Foreign  Lieeosee,  Mr.  McKim  eubnitted  a  reao- 

lution,  regarding'  the  practico  of  trading- 
'    under,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  a  oom- 

mittee  appointed    .....    694 
•aid  committee  reported  a  bill  to  prohibit  the 

use  of,  read  twice,  and  committed  •        •    764 
progress  reported,  with  leare  to  sit  again    •  1430 

Foreign  Relations,  appointment  of  the  commit* 

tee  of ^1 

A  report  from  said  cmn  mittee     ...    267 

reference  of  so  much  of  the  P/eeident's  Mes- 
sage as  concerns  our,  to  the  same    -        «    666 

a  concurrent  resolution  from  the  Senate 
touching  our,  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  ...     706 

debated  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  747, 755, 784, 
648,  869,874,  935,988,  103S,  1091 

Mr.  Pitkin  submitted  a  resolution,  calling  for 
certain  correspondence  ....  S018 

agreed  to,  and  a  conunittee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  President    ....  2021 

a  Message  from  the  President,  with  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  complying 
with  the  resoliition         ....  2026 

(For  various  documents,  correspondence, dbc, 
see  Appendix.) 
Forged  Documents  and  Sea  Lettenr,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Montgomery,  certain  papers  ac- 
companying the  President's  Message  in 
relation  to,  were  ordered  to  be  printed     *  1428 

(For  citpies  of  these  papers,  see  pages  2155, 
8156,  8157,  and  2156.) 

(See,  also,  Amo,  Skip*) 

Fortifications,  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to,  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee     90 

a  resolution  was  submitted,  requesting  the 
President  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
House  an  estimate  of  the  sums  necessary 
to  complete  the 1 18 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  President    -        -        -        -     163 
-  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  reply 

to  the  resolution 231 

a  bill  from  the  Senate,  making  appropria- 
tions to  complete  the,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted    241 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .....     256 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        -     256 

so  much  of  the  Message  (second  session)  as 
relates  to,  referred  to  a  select  committee  -     689 

a  report  from  the  Secratary  of  War  on  the 
state  of  the 827 

referred  to  the  committee  on      -        •        -  •  828 

Mr.  Ciopton,  from  said  committee,  made  a 
detailed  report  on  the  sul)ject  of      -        -  1448 

Foster,  Andrew,  and  partner,  the  petition  of,  pray- 
ing restitution  of  their  ship,  &c.,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures '  830 

said  committee  reported  a  bill  to  relinquish 
and  remit  the  claim  of  the  United  States, 
arising  from  the  condemnation  of  their 
ship,  Clara,  read  twice,  and  committed    -     884 

read  a  third  time,  and  passf  d      ...    466 


Fo6ler»  Hannah,  a  report  firom  the  Committee  of 

ClaiD»i  on  the  petition  of,  vniaToraUc  to 

the  prayer  thereof,  was  read    -        ..31; 

and  oixleied  to  lie  on  the  table    -        •      •  lif 

France,  Mr.  Moaely  subnutted  a  reeolDtioD  is 
relation  to  our  communications  with  the 
OoTemment  of,  which,  being  amendsd, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  ao  as  to  inclade 
Great  Britain,  was  ordered  to  lie  oa  tbe 

table IS 

the  resolution  considered    -        -       -      •  U:i 
agreed  to  as  amended,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  President     •       •  in 
a  Message  from  the  Preaident,  writh  a  report 

from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  reply       •  14S 
doenments  concerning  our  relatione  with  •  2131 

France  and  its  Dominions,  a  list  of  Coosuls  and 
commercial  agents  of  the  United  Statei 
in,  with  a  statement  of  their  ocMnpensatisa  19S 

France  and  Great  Britain,  a  letter  from  tbe  Secre- 
tary of  State,  communicating  certain  let- 
ters called  for,  on  the  subject  of  negotia- 
ttonawith IIM 

Franklin  Meahack,  of  North  ikrofina*  appeared, 

and  took  hie  seat   •        -        -        .       .  «S 

Friday,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  this  day,  in 
eaeh'week«  waa  aet  apart  for  the  consid- 
eration of  reports  and  Mils  arising  from 
petitiona       >-        •        •         -        -       -  IS&3 

Frigates,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  aathoriie  the       | 

itting  out,  ^tc^  of  the    -        -  <      -      -1374 

'    read  twice,  and  committed  -        -      •  lAi) 

FugitiYoa  from   Justiee,  Mr.  Jenniags  sabDil-       1 
ted  a  resolution  in  relation  to,  from  tk 
Territoty  of  Indiana,  dice.        -      -  •      'VOi 

Faiton,  Robert,  a  letter  was  reeeiTed  fioni,  tA- 
gether  with  sunfliy  oopiea  ol  his  psa- 
phlet,  &C.      •        -        -        -        .      - 14® 
(See  TbfpMfoes.) 

G. 

Gallatin,  Albert,  Mr.  Gardenier  submitted  a  tor 
olution  Uiat  a  committee  be  appoint^  to 
inquire  generally  into  the  official  conduct 
of,  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  -  •  1*15 
after  consideration,  the  resolution  was  neg- 
atived -  -  .  -  -  .  -la 
a  letter  from,  as  Secretary  of  State,  to  Mr. 

Erskine         - MK 

Galphin,  Thomas,  the  petition  oC  praying  an  act 
to  compel  certain  persons  resident  in  the 
Creek  nation  to  pay  certain  warrante, 
d^c,  referred  to  a  select  committee  -  ^ 
Gannett,  Deborah,  Mr.  Wheaton  presented  the 
petition  ot,  praying  to  be  placed  on  the 
pension  roll  as  a  soldier  of  the  RctoIo- 
tion  under  the  name  of  Robert  ShirtliiT, 
referred  to  a  committee  -  -  -  •  1^ 
Gannger,  Lewis,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice;  and  committed     -    '    -        -        •  1*** 
Gardenier,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  tbe  appointment 

of  the  standing  committees  by  ballot      -     ^ 
remarks  of|  on  the  resolution  concerning  the 

Sedition  law  -        -        -        -        -    l^T 

speech  of,  on  the  same       -        -       -        •   ^ 
on  the  approbatory  resolution  of  Mr.  Ran* 

dolph    - 3» 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ta 
complete  the  fortifications       -        -        '  ^ 
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rdenier,  Mr. — continued.  Pipe, 

appeared  and  took  hii  teat  (at  the  aeeond 
semion)         ......    705 

remark!  of,  on  the  reaolotion  to  call  for  a* 

copy  of  Mr.  JaiSkson's  Circular      -     709,  711 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gold's  resolution  of  a  sim- 
larcbmrmcter  ....     719,735 

remftrks  of,  on  the  joint  resolution  from  Uie ' 

Senmte  relating  to  Mr.Jackion,  dtc.        -    747 
speech  o^  on  the  same    -  -        .        .    9S8»  1145 
remarks  of^  on  the  bill  concerning  commer- 
cial intercourse      -        -        .        •        .1173 
remarks  of,  on  the  appro'prfation  bill  -        -  1364 
speech  of,  introductory  of  a  resolution  to  in- 
quire into  the  official  conduct  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  -    .      1414,  1417,  1432 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 
the  intercourse  bill         -  1439,  1449,  1460 

irdner,  Gideon,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared 

and  took  bis  seat  .....    684 

arland,  David  8.,  a  new  member  from  Virginia, 

produced  his  credentials,  dtc.  -        *  1315 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detach- 
ment from  the  militia     -        -  1474,  1476 
speech  of,  on  the  question  of  adhering  to 
disagreement  in  the  Senate's  amendments 
to  the  intercourse  bill     ....  1666 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  (No.  2)  concerning, 
commercial  intercourse  -  -  -  1781 
snet,  Joab,  a  report  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  on  the  petition  of,  agreed 
to  -  -  -  .  -  .  .  -  1163 
a  biHfor  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   1158 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        .        .  l$68 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        -  1373 
returned  fr^om  the  Senate  with  amendments  1407 
which  amendments  were  concurred  in        •  1426 
^eral  Post  Office  and  Patent  Office,  a  bill  for 
the  better  accommodation  of  the,  dec, 
read  twice,  and  committed      *        -        -  1704 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 1772 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1791 
leneral  Welfare,  Mr.  Nicholas  Submitted  a  res- 
olution that  provision  be  made  by  law 
for  the  genera]  establishment  of  banks 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  that 
the  profits  arising  from  the  same  be  ap- 
propriated for  the 690 

a  motion  to  refer  the  resolution  to  a  select 
committee  negatived  ....  1378 
veorgia,  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  with 
sundry  papers  on  the  subject  of  the  boun- 
dary with  North  Carolina  -  -  ,  -  2273 
Germany,  a  list  of  Consuls  of  the  United  States 
in,  with  a  statement  of  their  compensa- 
tion        1999 

iholson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to 

complete  the  fortifications       ...    251 
speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  refer  the  bat- 

tnre  question  to  the  Attorney  General    •     341 
is  interrupted  by  a  question  from  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph, which  he  answers,  and  proceeds  -    343 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph  -     347 

on  Mr.  Shefifey's  resolution  relative  to  the 

batture  -        - 468 

speech  of,  on  the  joint  resolution  from  the 
Senate  respecting  tha  British  Minister    -    828 


Gholson,  Mr.-~eon  tinned.  Page* 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Newton's  resolution  re- 
lating to  the  etate  of  the  Army       -        -  1256 

on  the  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  official 
conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  1418 

on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
intercourse  bill      ....  ]63Q,  1688 

on  the  motion  to  refer  the  subject  of  the 
United^  States  Bank  to  a  select  committee  1680 

speech  of,  on  adhering  to  disagreement  with 
the  Senate  on  the  intercourse  bill  -        -  1685 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  (No.  2)  concerning 
commercial  intercourse  -  1772,  1787 

>  speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Taylor's  objection 

to  his  amendment  of  the  same        -        -  1783 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  rescind  the 
resolution  fixing  a  day  for  adjournment  •  1886 

on  Mr.  Upbam's  resolution  relating  to  ex- 
penees  of  foreign  intercourse  .        •        -  1945 

on  the  motion  to  take  up  the  report  in  the 
case  of  General  Wilkinson     -        •        -  2041 
Ginghams,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  American  raanuimcture  of    -  3238 
Glaei  Ware,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 

suiy  on  the  American  manufacture  of    -  22i86 
Gold,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr. 'Randolph's  reso- 
lution respecting  the  doctrine  of  libel      -      84 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to  complete  the 
fortifications  -        .        .        .        .        .    250 

on  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force 
the  non-intereoune  set  -        -      368,  397,  447 

remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  resolution  to 
caH  for  certain  informa|ion     ...    717 

in  support  of  said  resolution       -        -     718,  724 

on  the  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  re- 
specting the  British  Minister  -     747,  749 

speech  of,  on  the  same  subject   ...    848 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 
the  intercourse  bill         -        -  1439,  1686 

speech  of,  on  the  convoy  bill      ...  1487 

on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  from 
the  militia 1603 

remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  respecting  the 
gunboats       -        -        -        -        -        -  1664 

on  the  resolution  relating  to  apportionment 
of  representation   .....  1766 

on  Mr.  Upham's  resolution  concerning  Con- 
suls      -        -        -        -        -        -        .  1946 

Government,  a  %il]  making  appropriations  for 

the  support  ol^  read  twice,  and  committed  1247 

reported  to  the  House  without  amendment    1355 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  1373 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1427 

recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  1428 

reported  with  the  amendments,  which  were 
concurred  in  >  -  -  -  -  •  1431 
Grain,  a  petition  bf  sundiy  citizens  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, praying  that  th^  importation  of 
foreign  liquors  distilled  from,  may  be  pro- 
hibited, reforred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  -  -  690 
Gray,  Edwin,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and  took  his 

seat 685 

Great  Britain,  Mr.  Gold  submitted  a  resolution 
calling  for  information  touching  our  rela- 
tions with      718 

the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  committee 
appointed  to  wait  on  the  President         -    737 

a  Message  from  the  President  in  f eply,  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed       .       ^       .    763 
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P»ge. 
Great  Britain  and  its  Dominioni,  a  list  of  the 
Consuls  and  commercial  agents  of  the 

United  States,  in 1998 

Gdoat  Britain  and  France,  a  Message  from  the 
President  transmitting  copies  of  corres- 
pondences between  ottr  Ministers  at  Lon- 
don and  Paris  with  those  of  •        -        -  1424 

the  correspondence  accompanying  the  Mea- 
sages  of  23d  May  and  16th  June    -        •  2005 

the  correspondence  accompanying  the  Mea- 
sage  of  the  16th  December     -        -        -2063 
Chullet,  Urban.    (See  La  TVappe.) 
Gunboats,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  was  directed  to  report  a  state- 
ment of  the      ......    91 

i^  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Pitkin,  direct- 
ing the  sale  of,  dtc.,  was,  after  an  amend- 
ment by  Mr.  Macon,  adopted  ...    232 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in 
obedience  to  the  first  resolution       •        -    287 

another  report  from  the  same,  on  the  expense 
of  equipping  .        .        -        -        -    238 

•  re^rt  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af> 
fairs^  that  it  is  not  expedient  to  aeU  any 
part  of  the  public  armed  vessels,  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table  ...    264 

the  motion  to  sell  the,  negatived         -        -    392 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  submitted  a  resolution  on  the 
subject  of 1662 

which,  being  amended,  was  agreed  to,  and 
referred  to  a  committee  -        -.       -        .  1666 

report  thereon   from    said  committee,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole    -  1699 
Gunpowder,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  American  manu&cturea  of  -  2236 

H. 

Hale,   William,  of  New  Hampshire,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat    -        -        -        -        •    684 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detach- 
ment from  the  militia  -  -  1476,  1477 
Hamilton,  Elixabeth,  the  petition  o^  praying  to 
be  allowed  and  paid  the  amount  of  her 
husband's  half-pay,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims    -        .        -        -        -     163 

an  unfavorable  report  thereon  from  said 
committee      ......  1197 

the  report  debated  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  progress  reoorted,  d^        •        -1412 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole  report  their  dis^ 
agreement  to  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  in  which  disagreement  the 
House  concurred    -        -      .  -        •        -  1480 

the  Committee  of  Claims  were  thereupon 
instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  in  compliance 
with  the  prayer  of  the  petition        -        -  1480 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  presented,  read  twice,  and 
committed     -        -        .        .        .        .  1520 

reported  to  the  House,  and  several  amend- 
ments proposed      ...        .        .        -  1661 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...        -  1664 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1566 
Hamilton,  General  Alexander,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Seybert,  the  original  report  of,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  manufactures,  was  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Houae     -        -    702 
Hanria,  Levett,  a  letter  from,  to  the  Secretary  of 

State 2062 

a  note  from  Count  Romanzoflf  to        •        •  2063 


Hastings,  William,  a  bill  /or  relief  o^  read  twice, 

.  and  committed       -        -        -       -      -  13T^ 
Hats,  a  memorial  of  the  manuiactarers  oii  in 
Fredericktown,  praying  protection,  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures     -    -        -        -       .      .    ^ 
a  memorial  of  the  manu&cture»  of,  in  the  dtj 
of  Baltimore,  to  the  like  effect,  referred  ts 
the  same       -        -        -        •       •      •    9S 
of  the  town  of  Alexandria,  to  the  like  effect    13S 
of  Philadelphia,  to  the  like  e&ct         -    153,  SS7 
of  New  York,  to  the  like  effect  -      -   153 

of  Newburyport  and  Newburg,  to  the  like 

effect 161 

of  the  borough  of  Reading,  to  the  like  effect     163 
of  Boston,  and  other  towns  of  Massachusetts 

to  the  like  effect     -        -        -        •       •   18! 
of  Woodbridge,  New  Jersey,  to  the  like  ef- 
fect       -        -        -        -        .--12$ 
of  Hagerstown,  Maryland,  to  the  like  effect     236 
of  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  to  the  like  ef- 
fect         » 

of  Portland,  Maine,  to  the  like  effect         •  i8« 
of  New  Jersey,  to  the  like  effect         •      •  31< 
of  Providence^  Rhode  Island,  to  the  like  ef- 
fect         3H 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurj  on 
the  American  manufactures  of       •      •  S33I 
Haven,  Mr.,  speech  o^  on  the  bill  concerning 

commercial  intercourse  -        ...  iSlS 
Hawkins,  William,  a  bill  authorizing  the  dis- 
charge of,  from  imprisonment,  read  twice, 
and  committed       -        -         -        .-89) 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 133^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       >.      •  1355 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenu, 
which  were  concurred  in        -       .      •  1406 
Hazen,  Charlotte,  and  others,  a  report  and  reio- 

lution  on  the  petition  of         -       .      •  701 
Heard,  John,  a  bill  authorizing  the  dischariTe  of, 
frt>m  imprisonment,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted      ■  ** 

a  detailed  report  accompanying  the  bill  re- 
ferred to  the  same  -        -       -      -  831 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading ^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -      •  86i 
Heister,  Daniel,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  todL  his  seat   -        •        .       .      -    S? 
attendance  of,  at  second  session  *  ^ 

Hemp  Linen,  a  petition  from  the  manufactarerB 
of,  in  Kentucky,  praying  protection,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  -  -  .  -  •  53* 
Hodgson,  Rebecca,  and  children,  the  petition  of, 
praying  compensation  for  a  houBe  de- 
stroyed by  fire  while  in  the  occupancy  of 
the  War  Department,  referred  to  &e  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  -  -  .  -  -  IM' 
Hc^land,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  ap- 

probatory  resolution        -        .       -      •  i^' 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  relating  to  do- 
mestic manufactures       .        .       -      -  j^ 
on  the  bill  to  complete  the  fortificatioD«    -  ^ 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  of 

the  same  tenor       -        -        .--*** 
on  the  resolution  respecting  the  C»rthagena 
prisoners '  '^ 
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remarks  of,  on  the  reaolntion  te  ref<pr  tke 
battnre  question  to  the  Attorney  General    348 

on    the  reaolution  to  limit  the  Brigadier 
General's  pay 356 

on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Naval  Establish- 
ment      301 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  amend  and  con- 
tinue in  ibree  the  non-intercourse  act      •    434 

attendance  of,  at  second  session         •        -    987 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  inquke  into  ' 
the  official  oonduot  of  the  Semtaiy  of 
theTreasuiy 1422 

on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  from 
the  miUtU 1479 

speech  of,  on  the  same       ....  1627 

remarks  of>  on  the  torpedo  experiment        -  1629 

on  the  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  General 
Wilkinson     .        -        -        -  1731,  1761 

Hand,  Edvrard,  an  unfarorable  report  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition  ot, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ...  1699 
Hand  and  its  Dominions,  a  list  of  Consuls, 
&c.,  of  the  United  States  in,  with  a  state- 
ment of  their  respective  compensations  -  1998 
usehold  Manufectnres,  report  of  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury  on         ....  2230 
use  of  Representatives,  meeting  of  the,  and 

names  of  members  present      -        -         53, 54 
interchange  of  messages  with  the  Senate  in 

relation  to  a  quorum       -        -        -        -      57 
the  hour  of  meeting  of  the,  fixed  at  ten 

o'clock,  A.  M.        -        -        -        -        -      57 
meeting  of  the  aecond  session  of  the,  and 

names  of  members  present      ...    681 
the  hour  of  meeting  of  the,  fixed  at  eleven 

o'clock  ...-..-    682 

interchange  of  messages  with  the  Senate  in 

relation  to  a  quorum       ....    683 
the  usual  joint  resolution  preparatory  to  ad- 
journment passed,  and  adjournment  of  the  2054 

illy,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  authorizing  a^ 

detachment  from  the  mOitia    »        .        -  1471 
issey,  Tristram,  a  favorable  report  from  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures on  the  petition  of,  concurred  in,  and 
a  bill  ordered  in  pursuance  thereof  -        -  1532 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   -        -  1559 

reported  with  an  amendment,  which  was 
concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing          .     -  1622 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  1633 

I. 

inois  Territory,  a  petition  of  the  Governor, 
Judges,  &Cn  relating  to  location  of  lands, 
referred    to  the  Committee    on    Public 

Lands -  1378 

an  unfavorable  report  from  said  committee 
concurred  in 1427 

iportations,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
enclosing  two  statements  of,  in  Ameri- 
can and  foreign  vessels,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures          694 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
andoaing  two  statements  of    -  -  1162 
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Imports,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKlm,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  were 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  any  and 
what  further  provisions  are  neoeasary  to 
secure  the  duties  on        -        •        •        -  1069 

Imports  and  Tonnage,  on  motion  of  Mr.  New- 
ton, the  Committee  of  Commeroeand  Man- 
nfibctures  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any  and  what  alterations  are  neces- 
sary in  the  act  to  oompensate  the  officers 
employed  in  the  collection  of  dutiea  on, 
Ac 1446 

Indiana  Territory,  a  memorial  of  the  Legislative 
Council  of,  concerning  apportionment  of 
Representatives,  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee 683 

a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  lo  extend  the 
right  of  suffrage  in,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred            -        .644 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       -        -        -        -        -    096 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    701 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, which  was  sgreed  to    -        -        -    716 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  establishing 
a  new  district  for  the  sale  of  lands  in       -  1520 

a  bill  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  certain  lands 
in,  read  twice,  and  committed         -        -  1760 

reported  with  an  amendment,  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  to  a  third. reading       ...  1794 

read  the  third  time  and  passed  as  amended  1818 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1996 

which  were  concurred  in    -        -        -        -  2006 
Indian  Depredations,  report  of  a  committee  on  a 

claim  for  losses  by  -        -        -        -        -  1538 

Indian  Tribes>  the  President  transmitted  copies 

of  treaties  with  sundry  ....  1469 

re&rrsd  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  .......  1479 

■  a  bill  from  said  committee  to  cany  into  t$" 
feet  the  treaties  menlioBed,  read  twice, 

•  and  committed 1487 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .•-...  1608 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  -        -        -  1618 
^    returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments.  1693 
read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 

Whole 1699 

reported,  and  amendmenlir  concurred  in     -  2053 

Infirm,  disabled,  and  superannuated  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  on  motion  ef 
Mr.  Nelson,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
for  the  relief  of 163 

Mr.  Nelson  renewed  his  resolution  at  the 
second  session,  and  a  committee  was  ^ 
pointed 696 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted    729 

r^>orted  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       -        -        •        .        .  1642 

read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted    -        -  1660 
Instructions,  Alexander  Hamilton's,  in  1793,  to 

colleoton  of  customs       ...  2144, 2147 

Oliver  Walcott's,  to  same  -         2150,  2392,  2398 

Albert  GaUatin's,  to  same  -  -  2162, 2391 
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InYalid  Pennonars,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  in  relation  to,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims    .        .        * 
a  bill  concerniagt  reported  - 
read  twice,  and  committed 
reported  with  amendments 
the  amendments  concurred  in    - 
further  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  (bixd  read- 
ing       -        ,-        

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 

eommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 

who  agreed  to  the  amendments,  and  the 

House  concurred   -        -        .        -        - 

Iron  Bridges.    (See  Dysier,  Joseph  Joshua*'^ 

Ir»ii  Works,  Mr.  Holland  submitted  a  resolution 

to  encourage  the  establishment  ot,  in  the 

Territories,  which  was  negatived    - 

IrQit-and  manufactures  of,  report  of  the  Secreta^ 

ry  of  the  Treasury  on    - 
laaaesofi,  Peter,  translation  of  an  extract  of  a  leU 
ter  from,  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  ....... 

Italian  States,  Coniuls  of  the  United  States  in 
the,  with  a  statement  of  compensation    - 

J. 

Jackson,  J.  G.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's 
resolutions,  to  reduce  the  Army  and 
Navy     ....... 

remarks  of,  on  concurrence  with  the  second 
resolution -      71 

the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  of  Virginia  enclosing  a 
'  certificate  of  the  election  of,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections  -        •        > 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's '  approbatory 
resolution -     109 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  amend  and  eontinue 
in  force  the  non*iatercourse  act 

remarks  of,  on  laying  on  the  table  the  joint 
resolution  from  Uie  Senate  fixing  a  day 
far  adjournment     •        «        .        •        . 

on  the  report  in  the  ease  of  the  Carthagena 
prisoners        ....      281,282,305 

introdactng  a  resolation  to  limit  the  Briga- 
dier General's  pay .        .^        -        -     850, 362 

on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend  and 
continue  in  force  the  non-intercourse  abt    868 

speech  of,  on  the  same        -        •      378,488,447 

in  reply  to  a  remark  of  Mr.  Whitman  -        -    398 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  time  of 
payment  for  public  lands        ...  2008 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 
the  bill  concerning  commercial  in  teroourM  2022 
Jackson,  Mr.,  (the  British  Plenipotentiary,)  Mr. 
Quincy  submitted  a  resolution  to  call  for 
a  copy  of  the  circular  of,  to  British^  Conr 
Buls,  which  was  amended  so  as  to  include 
the  copy  of  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Canning 

the  resolution  agreed  to  as  amended  - 

a  committee  appointed  to  waiton  the  Presi 
dent  with  the  resolution 

said  committee  reported  that  the  President 
would  comply  as  far  ai  practicable  - 

a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
the  papers  asked  for,  ordered  to.  be  printed 

the  correspondence  oi,  with  the  Secretary  of 
State 


89 


-    219 


266 


708 
709 


-    716 


-    717 


742 


8085 


Jackson,  Amasb  (See  CaidweU^  Hmrjf.) 
Japanned  and  Plated  Wares,  refKnt  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treamuy  on  Aflseticaii  maa- 
ufactures  of-  >  -  -  *  -t^ 
JeflerMn,  Thomas,  a  Ull  from  the  Senate  frmng 
from  postage  all  lottos  from,  was  read 
three  times,  and  passed  -        -       >   44? 

Jenkins,  Robert,  of  PeaBsylvania,  appeared  and 

took  his  ieat  •        -        -        -        -       >  liS 
Jennings,  Jonathan,  prodoeed  his  credoitials  as 

a  delegate  from  Indiana  Tenitory  -        -    ^ 

the  credentiab  of,  referred  to  the  Coramittce 
of  Eieetiona 633 

said  committee  report  that  his  electaon  was 
illegal,  and  that  his  seat  ought  to  be  Taeated, 
which  report  was  reCen»i  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole       -        ...    $44 

an  agreement  with  the  Committee  of  Efec. 
tions  reported        -        -        •        -       -  1173 

in  which  agreement  the  House  reAned  to 
concur  --..---  11S3 
Johnson,  Mr*,  remarks  oC  on  Mr.  Row's  amend- 
.  ment  to  the  resolution  concerning  the  Se- 
dition law      -        -        -        -        -       •    ir 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  approbauuy 
resolution IX 

on  the  bill  to  annul  and  oonttnue  in  force 
the  non-intercourse  act  -        -        »       .   4M 

on  the  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  re- 
specting the  British  Minister  -       -   T% 

on  the  bill  concerning  commercial  inter- 
course -        -        -        -        -        -       -  lJi$ 

remarks  o(  on  the  resolution  to  inquire  into 
the  official  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury m 

on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  bill  con- 
cerning commercial  interooorse      -       -  lUS 

on  the  resolution  to  repeal  the  non-iater- 
course  act    '-        -        -        -        -       -  17II 

speech  of,  on  the  reduction  of  the  Army    -  ISK 
.  remarks  of,  on  the  bill,  No.  2,  concerning 
commercial  intercourse  -        -        .       -  1819? 

speech  of,  on  the  same       •         -        .       .  1908 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to  extend  the 
time  of  payment  for  lands       -        .       -  9000 

Jones,  Walter,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and  took 

hUseat  -, m 

Jones,  Levin,  Mr.  Goldsborough  presented  the 
petition  ot,  praying  remission  of  penalties, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  •        -        -        .       .   7S 
report  thereon,  read,  and  referred        -       -  11^ 
(See  Caldweli,  Harry.) 

Journal,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph  a  oorrectioo 
of  the,  was  made,  as  to  the  ballot  for 
Speaker         -        -        -        -        .       -     5T 

another  conection  of  the,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
J.  G.  Jackson,  by  inserting  an  order  to 
print  five  hundred  copies  of  the  President's 
Message ^1 

a  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph  to  expunge  a  cer- 
tain part  of  the,  negatired       -        .       .    ISS 
Jury,  Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  resolution  that 
provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law  to  se- 
cure an  impartial,  in  alt  cases         -       -     ^ 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed        •    I^ 

a  bill  presented  to  that  effect,  read,  and  per- 
mitted to  lie  on  the  table        -        .       .   4<( 
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Mr.  Blinott  presented  the  petitiDn  of  sandry 
inhabitanto  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
praying  that  the  mode  of  trial  by,  may  be 
adopted  in  the  United  Statei  courts,  re* 
foTTBd 1253 

Mr.  Mitmford  presented  a  similar  petition 
from  the  tame  State,  referred  to  the  same  1974 

a  bill  relative  to  the  returning  and  empan-  < 
nelling  a,  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  read  twice,  and  committed  -        -  1487 

K. 

Kaskaskia,  the  Committee  on  Pbblie  Lands  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  authorising  the  appointment  of  an 
agent  to  investigate  the  claims  to  land  in 
the  district  of        -        •        .        •        -      89 

a  bill  in  pursuance  of  instructions,  read 
twice,  and  committed    -        •        •*        -  -  182 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading      <        •-       -    .    -        -    231 

read  three  times,  and  passed  as  amended   -'   234 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments    256 

committed  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands ^264 

said  committee  reported  a  disagreement  wiih 
the  Senate 267 

in  which  disagreement  the  House  coi^- 
curred  -        -        -        -        -        -        •268 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  a  list  of  claims  confirmed  by  the 
land  oommissionexs  in  the  district  of,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 

a,  bill  to  confirm  the  decisions  of  said  com- 
misaionets,  read  twiee,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  readhig         «        .        •        .        . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        • 

Kenan,  Themas,  of  South  Carolina^  appeaved 

and  took  his  seat  -        -        "       .        . 

Kennedy,  Mr.,  ipeech  of,  on  the  bill  to  impose 

additional  duties    -        -        •        •        -  1847 
Kentucky,  Mr.  l>esha  presented  sundry  resohi- 
tibtts  of  the  Legislature  of,  expressing 
their  entire  approbation  of  the  eondnct  of 
the  Executive  to  4he  British  Minister      -1788 

Ketr,  John,  a  btfl  fbr  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

committed     -  '     -        - 
a  bill  (second  session)  authorixing  the  dis- 
charge of,  from  imprisonment,  read  twice, 

and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        -        - 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  ainendmeuta  1770 
which  were  concurred  in  -        -        -        -'1818 
Key,  Mr.,  remuks  of,  on  the  resolution  ooncenv- 

ing  the  Sedition  law      -        -        •        -     131 
appeared,  at  second  sesrion,  and  took  his 

seat 704 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Gold's  resolution  callings 

fi>r  papers       -        -        -        -        -     722, 725 
on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  from 

the  militia      -        -        -    .     1382,  1384,  1479 
on  an  amendment  to  the  biH  concerning 

commercial  intercourse  .        -        -        -  1459 
speech  of,  on  the  militia  detachment  bill    -1504, 

.1519 
remaA  of,  on  Mr.  Hale's  amendment  to 

the  same        ------  1673 

on  his  own  proposition  to  amend  the  same    1576 

11th  Con.  Sd  Sxss.— c 
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on  the  resolution  to  repeal  the  non-inter- 
course act      -        -        -        -        -        -  1712 

speech  of,  on  bill  No.  2,  concerning  com> 
merctal  intercourse         ....  igo4 

on  the  bill  to  recharter  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted StaUs      -        -        -        -        •        -  1941 

remiarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Naval 
Establishment 2014 

on  the  motion  to  consider  the  report  in  tiie 
case  of  General  Wilkinson    ...  2037 
KickapDo  Tribe,  a  Message  from  the  President 
transmitting  copies  of  a  treaty  with  the, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  -        -        -        -        -        -        -  1563 

Knidterbacker,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  resolution 

in  favor  of  the  Carthagena  prisoners        r    298 

appeared  (second  seasion)  and  took  his  seat    743 

.  L. 

Lambert,  William,  a  letter  from,  enclosing  cer- 
tain astronomical'  calculations,  referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  variation  of  the 
magnetic  needle    -        -        -        -.       -  1532 

said  committee  reported  on  the  memorial  of  1660 

a  letter  from,  proposing  to  collate  and  pub- 
lish a  correct  statement  of  all  questions  of 
order  decided  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, referred  to  a  select  committee 

a  report  thereon 

die  report  considered,  and  a  resoluiion  passed 
granting  free  access  to  the  Journals  and 
Library  to  -  -  -  -  - 
Landais,  Peter,  the-  Speaker  nresented  the.  peti- 
tion of,  praying  to  be  allowed  his  share  of 
prise  money  in  three  vessels  captured  by 
him,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims 

their  report  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole       .        .        - 

the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
.  from,  in  relation  to  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittse  ofClums  on  his  petition,  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole  made  a  report 
which  was  concurred  in    .  ,    - 

the  said  report  at  Imrge  .  .  •  * 
Land  Districts,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  was  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing one  or  more,  in  the  lands  lately 
ceded  by  certain  Indian  tribes 
Land  Laws,  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Upper 
Louisiana,  praying  a  revision  of  the,  re" 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 

Lands 1089 

Land  Offices,  a  bill  to  prescribe  th^  mode  in  which 
applications  shall  be  made  for  the  pur- 
chase of  land  at  the  several,  read  twice 
and  committed       •        .        -        -        - 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       -        .        -        -        - 

read  a  third  time,~  and  passed     •        .        - 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 

which  were  concuned  in  - 
Lapsley,  Margaret,  an  unfavorable  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  oi; 
was  disagreed  to  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  their  disagreement  concurred  in 
by  the  House,  and  bill  ordered 
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1818 


-  1330 


Laptley,  Margaret — con  tinned.  Page. 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  reported  in  pnrauanoe  of 
order -        - 

read  twice  and  committed  -        .        .        • 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnaon*  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  were  discharged,  and  the  bill 
and  petition,  with  other  petition*  of  a  aim- 
ilar  tenor,  were  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  petition  of  John  Murray 

aaid  committee  reported  aereral  amendmenta 
to  the  bill,  which  were  concurred  in 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed  as  amended  -        •        .        . 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
which  were  concurred  in  •  «  > 
La  Trappe,  the  petition  of  the  Society  of,  praying 
confirmation  of  their  title  to  a  certain  tract 
of  land,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands       -•-... 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  concerning  the  soci- 
ety of- 

Laws  of  the  United  States,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Morrow,  resolved  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  authorized  to  employ  a 
person  to  compile  a  digest  of  the     - 

ordered  that  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
prepare  ahd  bring  in  a  bill  to  that  efiect  -  1330 

a  bill  providing  for  printing  and  distributing 
such  as  relate  to  the  public  lands,  read 
twice  and  committed      .... 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  and 
the  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Lead,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaanry  on 
Aroerieim  manufactures  of     •        >        . 

Leather,  and  manufinctures  of,  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  -        . 

Lee,  the  Rev.  Jesse,  appoiatment  of,  as  Chaplain 
reappointment  of,  at  the  aecond  session 

Leitzendorfer,  Sugene,  Mr.  Mumford  presented 

the  petition  of,  praying  compensation  for 

services  rendered  in  1804  to  General  Eaton, 

dtc,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims  1621 

L'Enfant,  Peter  C,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice 

and  committed 

Lewis,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  ShelTey's  resnlu- 

tions  relating  to  the  batture  •  • 

Lewie,  Edwin,  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 

ordered  to  prepare  and  bring  in  m  bill 

granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to 

a  bill  in  pursuance  thereof,  read  twice  and 

committed     -••«.. 

reported  with  amendments,  and  orderad  to 

lie  on  the  table 

Libel,  Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  resolution  con- 
cerning the  doctrine  of  - 
the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  dommittee 
appointed      ...... 

Library,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph  a  joint  com 
mittee  was  appointed  on  the  • 
a  message  from  the  Senate,  that  they  have 
'  appointed  a  committee  on  their  part 
a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  on  the 
subject  of  the         ..... 

road  twice,  agreed  to,  and  a  comtaiictae  ap- 
pointed   

a  bill  from  the  Senate  relating  to  the,  r»ad 

twice     -        -        .        •        •        ... 

toed  a  third  time  and  paaaed      ... 


-  1863 


1768 
1770 

2234 

2226 
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685 


1997 


-    468 


-  1632 


1816 

1886 

78 


89 
-    349 


-    861 


838 

844 
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2017 


Limitatioo,  several  npoits  front  Ihe  GoamitiM 
of  Claims  on  petitions  Imrfcd  by  llie  statBie 
ot,  on  which  a  debate  anoe  -  -  •  18 
the  committee  were  instructed  to  report  oa 
the  merits  of  the  cases,  without  regard  to 
thosUtuteof % 

Lindsey,  Thenas,  the  pelitioo  of,  praying  resliCa- 
tioi^  of  hia  vessel,  condemned  for  faringias 
a  French  frimUy  with  their  slaves  from  the 
island  of  Cuba,  Ac        -        -       -      •  39 
(See  PenaUieM,  dec) 

Linnard,  William,  a  bill  to  increase  the  compen- 
-  eatioa  o^  read  twice  and  comdiitled       -  IH 

• 

Livermore,  Mr.*  remarits  o^  introdneteiy  of  a  res- 
olution concerning  Uie  non-interooarae  act    A 

imna^s  ol^  on  Mr.  Randolph's  feaohrtion  re- 
lating to  the  doctrine  of  libel  -        •       -    ft 

on  the  resoldtion  for  reliefof  the  Caithagnu 
prisoners       -        -"-        -        .'91 

speech  o^  on  the  sfene        -        .       .       .  )K 

remarks  o^  on  the  rsaoladoa  to  limit  the 
Brigadier  Generals'  pay  -       -      -  £9 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bW  to  amend  sud 
continue  in  force  the  non-infeeroonrse  sd  37: 

remarks  of,  introdacing  an  ameadBent  lo 
'  the  same        -        -        -        .       .       .  lU 

in  eiplanation  of  his  motion  lo  amend      •  444 

attendance  of,  in  his  seat  at  the  second  sei- 
sion      -        -        -        -        -       .      -  ;■': 

remarks  <^,  on  the  notion  to  refer  the  ne- 
morial  of  th^  New  England  LsAd  Cob- 
pany     ----..    73t7» 

on  the  joint  resolntion  from  the  Senate  re- 
lating to  the  British  Miaister  -       .      .  ;Si 

speech  of,  on  the  conduct  of  the  BxeeetiTt  W. 
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rsmerks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning 
cial  interoourse     1 160,  i  166,  1170, 1171, 

speech  of,  on  the  same       .... 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  use  of 

foieign  licenses      ..... 
on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  oancsnisi 

commercial  intereonme  -        .       -14M, 
introductory  of  a  resolution  to  call  for  iofa- 

mation  in  relation  to  Spain    - 
on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  com* 

mercial  intercourse  bill  - 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  aothorixtng  a  detach- 

ment  from  tlie  militia     .... 
on  a  motion  to  postpone  the  aaid  hill  • 
on  the  torpedo  experiment  bill    -       -      - 
in  support  of  his  resolution  calling  for  ccrtsia 

papers  -----.. 
on  the  repeal  of  the  non-intercourM  act     • 
on  the  apportionment  of  representation 
en  the  motion  to  consider  the  convoy  bill  • 
on  the  bill  to  impose  additional  duties 
on  the  motion  to  rescind  the  resolution  fix 

ing  the  day  of  adjournment    - 
speech  of^  on  the  bill.  No.  2,  concerning  com- 
mercial intercourse         .... 
on  a  proviso  moved  by  him  to  the  same 

Livingston,  Edvrard,  and  others,  the  Speaker  laid 
before  the  House  the  ^nnien  of  d»e  At- 
torney General  on  the  claims  of,  to  Iki 
bnttun 
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LWingston,  Edward — oontinued*  Page* 

the  csammittee  to  whom  the  a  abject  waa  ra- 
ferred,  .were  diachaxged  and  a  motion  to 
refer  the  Preaident'a  Meaaage  and  accom- 
panying documeaU  on  the  aubject  to  the 
Attorney  General,  waa  ordered  to  lie  on 

the  table 817 

the  motion  negatived         ....    349 
the  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houae  m  letter 
from,  espreaaing  a  wiah  for  a  apeedy  deci- 
aion  aa  to  the  battnre      -        -        •        -  1428 

Loan,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaa- 
nry,  of  proceedinga,  dec,  on  the  anbject 
of  a 393 

a  bill  authorizing  a,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   1762 

conaidered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole      •  1947 

reported  without  itmendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed 1966 

Loana  and  additional  dutiea,  correapondence  be* 

tween  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 

of  Ways  and  Means  and  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury ,  on  the  subject  of       -        -  2194 

Loniaiana,  Mr.  Rhea  submitted  a  resolution  relap 

tive  to  lands  in,  which  was  negatived     -     162 

Mr.  Rhea  presented  the  petition  of  aiindry 
inhabitants  of,  praying  that  the  second 
grade  of  Territorial  Government  may  be 
granted  to  them,  referred  to  a  aelect  com- 
mittee    1167 

a  bill  further  to  provide  for  the  government 
of,  read  twice,  and  committed        -        -  1253 

Lo^e^  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  relating 

to  domestic  manufoctures       -        -        -     187 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to  amend  and 
continue  in  force  the  non-intercourse  act    370 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  a  general 
eatablishment  of  national  banks      •        -  1377 

speech  o^  on  the  resolution  that  it  is  expe- 
dient to  establish  a  National  Bank  -        -1431 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amehdments  to 
the  bill  concerning  commercial  intercourae  1440 

speech  oi,  on  the  same       ....  1443 

remarks  of,  oh  bis  motion  to  postpone  the  in- 
tercourse bill  -        -        -     .  -        -        -  1686 

on  his  motion  to  refer  the  subject  of  a  Na- 
tional Bank  to  a  select  committee  •        -  1608 

on  Mr.  Taylor's  motion  to  the  same  efibct  -  1686 

on  the  resolution  to  inquire  into  theconduct 
of  General  Wilkinson    .        -        -        -  1728 

introductory  of  sundry  resohitiona  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea     -  1767 

apeech  of,  on  the  bill  to  renew  the  charter  of 
aaid  Bank     -        -        -        -        •        -  1796 

on  bill  No.  2,  concerning  commercial  inter- 
course  -------  1890 

Lyon,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  appoint 

the  standing  committees  by  ballot  -        -      68 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Alston's  motion  on  the 
same  subject ......      60 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  reaolutions    -        -         67,  70 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  the 
sedition  law 122 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  relating  to  the 
third  census  ......     164 

on  the  resolution  relating  to  domestic  man- 
ufactures        162 

on  his  own  resolution  on  same  aubject    188,  166 

oa  Mr.  Bacon's  leatlation  •       •       -       • 


Iiyon,  Mr.,  remarks  of— continued.  Page. 
on  reforring  the  batture  question  to  the  At- 
torney General 387 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  redemption  of  the 
public  debt    ......    355 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Naval 

EsUblishment 392 

appeared,  and  took  hia  aeat,  at  the  aeeond 

session  --.....  12OL 
speech  of,  on  the  appropriation  bill  -  -  1369 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  authoma  a  detach- 
ment from  the  militia  -  -  .  -  1479 
apeech  of,  on  the  aame  ....  1607 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Ross  -  .  .  .  .  1610 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Bacon  ....  1617 
remarka  of,  on  the  torpedo  bill  -  -  -  1619 
on  a  call  for  papers  .....  1624 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  ^lake  an  experiment 

with  the  torpedo     -        -        -  1627,  1629 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments 

to  the  intercourse  bill      -        - .      -        -  1637 
speech  of,  on  adhering  to  disagreement  with  ' 

the  Senate  on  the  same  -        .        .        .  1646 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  inquire  into 

the  con.duct  of  General  Wilkinaon  -        -  1748 
on  the  bill  for  better  accommodation  of  the 

C^aneral  Post  Office,- d^c        -        -        -  1791 
on  the  bill  to  impose  additional  duties        -  1827 
speech  of,  on  bill  No.  2,  concerning  com- 
mercial intercourse .        .        -        .  1900 
remarks  of,  on  the  bUl  to  extend  the  time  of 

payment  for  public  lands        -        -        -  2008 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Naval 
Establiahment 2008 

M. 

Macon,  Mr.,  remarks  o(,  on  the  value  of  blank 

ballots 66 

remarks  of,  perauading  his  friends  not  to  vote 
for  |iim  as  Speaker      .   -        -        •        .      ^ 

on  the  resolution  to  appoint  the  standing 
.committees -      68 

00  Mr.  Randolph's  resolutions    -        -        66,  71 

on  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  concern- 
ing the  sedition  law       -        -     .   -        .     120^ 

speeeh  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  the 
sedition  law 129,  131 

on  the  resolution  relating  to  domestic  man- 
ufactures      - 186 

remarks  of,  on  laying  on  the  table  a  petition 
to  divide  Mississippi  Territory         -        -    266 

on  the  resolution  concerning  the  Carthagena 
prisoners        ......    281 

speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Jackson  on  the 
same     -        -        -        -        -        -     282, 310 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  refer  the  bat- 
ture  question  to  the  Attorney  General    -    332 

on  the  bill  concerning  the  Naval  £8tablish<* 
ment     -        - 894 

on  Mr.  Livermore's  amendment  to  the  non- 
intercourse  bill       .....    446 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  amend  and 
revive  the  bill  above  mentioned       •        -    460 

on  the  bill  to  remit  certain  penalties  -        -    464 

introductory  of  two  resolutions  concerning 
the  navigation  laws        -        -        -        -    686 

on  a  motion  to  refer  a  petition    ...    697 

on  the  resolution  concerning  the  Danish 
spoliations     - 700 

on  the  resolation  calling  for  certain  papeiw    711 
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Maoon,  Mi. — continued.  Pftge. 

speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  refer  the  memo- 
rial of  the  New  England  Land  Company    7S4 

on  the  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  con- 
oemlng  the  British  liiliniater  ...    867 

on  die  bill  concerning  commerdal  interconise  1161, 

1172,  1223,  1276 

lemarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  inquire  into 
the  official  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury -  1421 

OB  the  resolution  respecting  additional  duties  1471 

on  insisting  on  disagreement  with  ^e  Sen- 
ate on  the  intercourse  bill        1496,  1636,  1668 

on  amending  the  bill  authorizing  a  detach- 
ment from  the  militia     .... 

on  the  resolution  concerning  gunboats 

on  referring  the  subject  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  a  select  committee 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  inquire  into 
the  conduct  of  General  Wilkinson  - 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  ap- 
portionment of  representation 

on  the  bin  to  impose  additional  duties 

on  the  reduction  of  the  Army  and  Navy    - 

on  Mr.  Dana*s  resolution  relating  to  the 
Post  Office  EsUblishment      - 

on  considering  the  report  in  the  case  of  Qen* 
oral  Wilkinson 

Madison  County,  Mississippi  Territory,  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  citizens  of,  to  elect  one  Rep- 
resentative to  the  General  Assembly  of 
said  Territory,  read  twice,  and  committed 

Magistrates'  Judgments,  Mr.  Van  Horn  present- 
ed the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Wash- 
ington, praying  an  act  directing  the  MaF- 
shal  for  the  District  of  Colombia  to  take 
into  custody  persons  on  whom  executions 
have  been  issued  on,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia  - 

Magmder,  Patrick,  election  of,  as  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives       ... 

Mail  Agents,  the  section  of  the  Post  Office  bill, 
authorizing  the  employment  of,  having 
been  struck  out  by  the  Senate,  the  House 
concurred  therein  -        -       ,- 

Mail  Contracts,  a  report  from  the  Postmaster 
General  concerning        .... 

Mnl  Routes,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  Post- 
master General  was  directed  to  report, 
concerning  certain,  as  to  their  revenue 
and  expenses  ..... 
the  report  of  that  officer  in  obedience 

Mame,on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  altering  the.  times  for  holding  the 
INstrict  Court  in  -'.--. 
a  bill  reported  in  pursuance,  read  twice, 
and  committed 
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Malbone,  Francis,  a  message  from  the  Senate 
informed  the  House  of  the  death  of  the 
honorable,  on  which  tbe  usual  resolution 
of  respect  was  passed    ....     229 

Maleolm,  Henry,  a  detailed  report  adverse  to  the 

petition  of,  concurred  in         -        -        -  1869 

Malt  Liquors,  the  petition  of  manufacturers  and 
bottlers  of,  praying  that  black  glass  bot- 
tles may  be  imported  free  of  duty,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures        •        -        .        -.163 
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Manufactures,  Mr.  Sawyer  submitted  a  lesob- 
tion  for  a  standing  committee  on   - 
which  the  House  refused  to  consider 

Mr.  S.  submitted  a  similar  resolution  at  the 
second  session        ..... 

which  the  House  rejected 

the  petition  of  John  Allan,  and  others,  pray- 
ing protection  to  domestic      ... 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasmy  oo 
the  subject  of  American  -        •       •  SSti 

Marion,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  remit  cer- 
tain penalties        -        •        '        •      462,4Si, 

on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  ftoiD 
the  militia     -        -        -        -        -       -  147^ 

on  the  bill  (No.  2)  concerning  coomiercul 

intercourse    -.---- 

Maritime  Jurisdiction,  Mr.  Dana  submitted  a 

resolution  concerning     .... 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  thereon    - 

sundry  documents  in  relation  to,  transmitted 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  -  S144 
Maritime  Precincts,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  tlic 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mann&ic^ 
tures  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
propriety  of  adopting  legislative  pnyrk- 
ioni  respecting  the  extent  of,  &c.  - 
Marshall,  John,  (Secretary  of  State,  1800)  extract 

of  a  letter  from,  to  R.  Boderstrom  - 
Marshals,  Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  resolutioB, 
relating  to  summary  process  against,  who 
fail  to  pay  over  moneys  collected,  Ax~, 
referred  to  a  select  committee 

said  committee  reported  a  hill,  which 
twice  read,  and  committed 

Maryland,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  altering  the  times  for  hold- 
ing the  circuit  court  for  the  district  of   •  1334 
bill  to  that  effect,  read  twice,  and  comaiitted  ISfid 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  ..... 
read  the  third  time^  and  passed  - 
Mc   Brown  presented  certain  proceedings 
of  the  Legislature  of,  disapproving  of  the 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  as  pro* 
posed  by  Massachusetts 
Masters  Commandant,  Mr.  Randolph  moved  ao 
amendment  to  the  bill  concerning  NanI 
Establishment,  proposing  to  disbsuod  the  • 
which  amendment  was  negatived 
Matthews,  Vincent,  of  New  York,  was  quaii* 
fied  and  took  his  seat     .... 
attendance  of,  at  second  session 

Mediterranean  Fund.     (See  Barbary  Pmetn.) 
Meigs,  Return  J.,  and  others^  the  petition  oi^ 
was  referred  to  a  sdect  commi^ttee  - 
said  committee  reported  a  bill  granting  far- 
ther compensation   to,  as  witnesses  on 
the  trial  of  Aaron  Burr,  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed     .        .        .       • 
Message,  the  President's,  at  the  opening  of  the 
first  session,  of  which  500  copies  were 
ordered  to  be  printed     .... 
Message  at  the  second  session,  of  which  the 

same  number  were  printed     -        -       -  ^ 
appointment  of  committees  on  the  several 
subjects  of  the  same      -        -  90,  91,  ^ 
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Page- 
Michigao  Territory,  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  were  discharged  from  the  memorial 
of  the  Governor  and  Judgee  of      -        -    386 

Mr.  Peter  B.  Porter  presented  the  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of»  praying  to  be 
allowed  to  send  delegates  to  Congress, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table      ...  1488 

Mr.  P.  also  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry French  inhabitants  of,  praying  that 
an  edition  of  such  laws  as  relate  to  the, 
may  be  printed  in  the  French  language, 
which  was  referred  to  a  select  committee 

a  report  from  said  committee  adverse  to  the 
I>etition  -        - 

Middlesex  Canal,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  author- 
izing the  sale  and  grant  of  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  land  to  the         - .      - 

read  twice,  and  committed         - 

Military  Establishment,  so  mnch  of  the  Message 
as  relates  to  the,  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee -        -        -        -        -        -        -    088 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  a 
statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of 

the 1163 

a  bill  for  the  support  of  the,  for  1810,  read 

twice,  and  committed     .        .        -        .  1247 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading       -        a.        .        -        -  1427 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  1428 
Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  resolution  to  re- 
duce the        --.--. 
referred  to  the  committee  on  additional  du- 
ties      -..---- 

Mr.  B.  gave  notice  that  he  should  call  for 
the  consideration  of  his  resolution  on  a 
certain  day    ------ 

debate  on  the  resolution    '.        •        -        - 
amended,  and  adopted       .        .        -        • 
bill  ordered  in  pursuance  of  said  resolution  1886 
a  bill  to  reduce  the,  reported,  twice  read,  and 
committed     -.---- 

Military  and  Naval  Establishments,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Macon,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury was  directed  to  report  to  the  House  a 
statement  of  the  gross  annual  amount  of 
expenditures  in  relation  to  the,  from  1789 
to  the  end  of  1809 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  obedience  thereto  ... 
Military  and  Naval  Expenses,  a  detailed  state- 
ment of 2424 

Military  Land  Warrants,  a  resolution  was  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Morrow,  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expedency  of  extending  the 
time  for  issuing  and  locating  .  •  -  696 
the  resolution  agreed  to  -  -  -  -  698 
a  bill  to  that  effect  reported,  read  twice,  and 

committed  ..--.-  706 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  706 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 

Military  Peace  Establishment,  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  to  alter  and  amend  the  act  fixing 

the 

read  twice,  and  committed         ... 

Militia,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to  the 
organization  of  the,  was  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee        .....    688 
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Militia--*continued. 

Mr.  Southard  submitted  a  resolution  that 
eaid  committee  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  laws  concerning  an  exemption 
from,,  doty     ......  \^\ 

a  message  from  the  President,  in  relation  to 
a  detachment  from  the,  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee    -        -       .        .       .  1099 

a  btU  from  said  committee  was  read  twice, 
and  committed      .....  1195 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  directed  to  report  to  the  House 
the  returns  of  the  respective  quotas  of  the 
last  two  detachments      ....  1218 

a  report  from  that  officer  in  obedience  ther^ 
to  ......  — ,  1061 

the  biO  reported  to  the  House,  and  discussed  1381 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Southard  it  was  recom- 
mitted to  a  select  committee  of  twen^ 
members •  1886 

reported  with  amendments,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole     -        -  1412 

read  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  as  amend-   ' 
ed         .......  1471 

reported  to  the  House  as  amended  -  -  1620 
debate  on  the  bill  and  amendments  -  -  1621 
Mr.  Pearson  proposed  an  amendment,  which 

was  adopted 1690 

ordered  to  a  third  reading',-  ...  1593 
read  a  third  time  as  amended  ...  1686 
a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 

returns  from  the  several  States,  of  the  -  1606 
Mr.  Dawson  submitted  a  resolution  for  the 

dassification  of  the  -  -  -  -  1678 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

the  Whole 1670 

Miller,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  in  reply  to  objections  to 

refer  a  petition       .....    696 
on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  extend  the 
time  for  payment  on  public  lands   -        -    696 

Milnor,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  rela- 
ting to  domestic  manufactures         •        -    184 

speech  of,  against  printing  the  papers  in 
Olmstead's  case 268 

remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  resolution  re- 
specting the  alluvions  of  the  Mississippi    381 

on  nis  amendment  to  the  non-intercourse 
bill 441 

on  a  resolution  calling  for  certain  papers    -    714 
^  speech  oi,  on  the  joint  resolution  ftom.  the 

Senate  respecting  the  British  Minister    -    864 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate*s  amendments  to 
the  bill  concerning  commercial  intercoune  1637 

on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Naval  Establish- 
ment    -        - 1967 

Mims,  Samuel,  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
reported  a  resolution  fiiverable  to  the  peti- 
tion of-        -        -        -        -        -        .  1632 

the  resolution  concurred  in,  and  a  bill  ibr 
his  relief  ordered   .        -        .        -        .  1688 

a  bill  in  pursuance,  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted         1868 

reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table 1886 

Muiifie,  Charles,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of  1487 

read  tvrice,  and  committed  ...  1497 
reported  without  amendment     ...  1620 
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Miniflan,  a  bill  firom  tba  Sepato  Axing  Um  eom^ 

pttmtion  of  pablic        -        •  •    •        .  1768 
read  twiee,  and  committed         -        -        '1818 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .....  1868 

reada  third  time  and  paesed       -        .        -3049 
WHnWt  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

ooramilted     .......  1618 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordefed 
to  a  third  reading  .....  1762 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed      ...  1762 
Mint,  the  President  transuitted^  a  report  of  the 

operations  of  the   .        •        .        .        .1196 
Miranda  8  Expedition.  (See  Carikagena  Priwoen.) 

IKmssippi  Territory,  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  what 
ftirther  proTision  is  necessarj  for  the  dis. 
posalofpuMie  landsin  -        •        *        .      69 

a  bill  to  establish  a  land  office,  and  for  other 
purposes,  read  twice,  end  committed        •     162 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency  of  allowing  to  Madison  county  a 
representative  to  the  General  Assembly 
of 689 

on  motioB  of  Mr.  Troup,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report  to  the 
House  any  information  he  may  have  touch* 
ing  any  illi^gal  settlement  of  lands  in  the 
said  county,  in       .        .        •        >        .    689 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
In  obedience  thereto       ....    743 

Mr.  Miller  presented  the  petition  of  a  num* 
her  of  inhabitants  east  of  Pearl  river, 
praying  a  division  of      -        >        .        -    696 

a  bill  coneeming  claims  to  hnd  in,  granted 
by  the  British  Governors  of  Florida,  read 
twice,  and  committed    ....    764 

reported  without  amendment     «...  1402 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi* 
ency  of  allowing  an  additional  judge  to,' 
to  reside  In  Madison  county   ...    898 

a  report  from  said  committee  was  read,  and 
reibrred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  1324 

the  bill  extending  the  right  of  suffi*age  to . 
the  citizens  of  Madison  county,  was  so 
amended  as  to  authorise  the  appointment 
of  an  additional  judge,  and  having  been 
twice  read,  was  reported  to  the  UousOy 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading         -        .  1330 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1366 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments^  1446 
which  were  concurred  in        -        -        >  1466 

Mobile,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter  a  commit* 
tee  was  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Presi* 
dent  and  request  information  whether  any 
steps  had  been  taken  to  secure  the  free 
navigation  of  the^  d^c.   .        .        .        ^  1257 

a  Message  from  the  President,  with  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  compliance  1404 

the  report  was  reierred  to  a  select  commit* 
tee        .        - 1443 

Mr.  Weakley  presented  the  memorial  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Tennessee,  praying 
to  be  secured  in  the  free  navigation  of  the 
Tombigbee  and,  rivers,  which  was  re- 
ftrrad  to  the  Secretaiy  of  SUte      •        .  1761 


Montgomery,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bin  to 

remit  certain  penalties,  dtc.  -  -  •  414 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  oommer* 

dal  intercourse  -  -  -  -  •  118! 
remarks  of,  on  the  appropriation  bill  .  -  136S 
on  his  amendment  to  Mr*  Randolph's  reso- 
lution to  repeal  the  non-intaroonrse  act  -  170S 
on  the  bill  to  impose  additional  duties  -  I6tt 
is  excused  from  serving  on  the  <;onmittse 

in  the  case  of  Genend  Wilkinson  -  •  2006 
remarks  of,  on  the  hill  to  rednoe  the  Navy  S014 
remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  reaolntion  esih 

eeming  receipts  and  expenditarea.  .       •  SOI? 
on  Mr.  Pitkin's  resolution  respecting  our 
foreign  relations     .        .        .        •       .  SOSO 

Morocco,  the  Consul  of  the  United  States  is, 

with  a  statement  of  his  compensation    •  1997 

Morocco  Leather,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury  on  the  American  mannfoetares 
of 33SS 

Morrow,  Mr.|  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  to  extend  the  time  of  payment  for 
public  lands,  dec.    .....  3000 

Mortality  of  Troops,  (See  New  Orleans,^ 

Moseley,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  res- 
olution to  call  for  papers         *        .       -  13)1 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detach- 
ment, dec      ......  1577 

Mullowneyf  John,  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  concurred  in    -        >        .       -  1481 

Mumfoid,  Gordon  S.,  of  New  York,  was  quali- 
fied and  took  his  seat      >        >        .       .    60 

attendance  of  at  second  session         •       -  1901 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  coneeming  commer- 
cial interoourse      >        .        .' 1246, 1S.59, 1319 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  conoeiniog  aea-Iet- 
ters 1371 

on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  intereoorss 

bill 1439,1446,14M 

.  on  the  bill  relating  to  convoy      ...  1489 

on  a  resolution  to  call  for  papers         •       -  1684 

on  the  bill.  No.  2,  concerning  commerdal 
intercourse    ......  1915 

on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Naval  Estahlith- 
ment     .        *        *        -        .  '      .       .  1957 

Murray,  John,,  an  adverse  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  on  the  petition  of        -   393 
Muskets,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKim  the  Secreta- 
ry of  War  was  directed  to  report,  on  the 
sufficiency  of  the  Springfield  .        >       -  1395 
a  report  from  that  officer,  in  obedience         1464 
McFarlane,  Henley,  areport  from  the  Secretary 

.  of  War,  on  the  petition  of      .        .       .  1330 

McKee,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  approbatory  reso- 
lution     -    197 

on  the  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  re- 
lating to  the  British  Minister  -        .       -    794 

remarks  of^  on  his  resolution  fixing  a  day  of 
adjournment .        -        -    '    .        •       -  1534 

speech  of,  on  adhering  to  tbe  disagreement 
with  the  Senate  on  the  intercourse  bill    -  1644 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  ropeal  the 
non-intercourse' act        ...  1714,1793 

speech  of,  on  the  reduction  of  the  Army    -  1874 

remarks  o^  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
extend  the  time  of  payment  for  pobfic 
lands     .--...-  9004 
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McKiiDy  Mt.»  reiaarks  of«  gn  th»  refoltttioo  eoa* 

cerniDg  the  Cvrthagpena  prMonen  269, 281,313 
aUcndance  o£,  «t  the  second  iesfion  •  -  689 
remark*  o(  on  the  bill  to  piohibit  foreig^n 

Ucenies 1203, 1206 

on  the  reeplution  to  inquire  into  the  official 

conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  1417 
on  the  reaolutton  to  impose  additional  duties  1470, 
on  the  bill  concerning  commrrcia]  inter* 

oottzse 1494 

on  the  resolution  to  call  for  papers  -  •  1623 
on  the  bill  to  experiment  with  the  torpedo  -  1628 
on  adhering  to  the  disagreement  on  the  ior 

tercourse  bill  .        •        .        .        .  1668 

on  the  reeolotion  to  repeal  the  non-intei^ 

course  act 1723 

on  the  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  conduct 

of  General  Wilkinson    ...        .  1732 
on  the  reduction  of  the  Army    ...  1876 
on  the  motion  to  disband  the  Masters  Com- 
mandants     -        -        •        -        .  1982, 2014 
on  Mr.  Pitkin's  resolution  respecting  for- 

eign  relations         .....  2020 
on  considering  the  report  .in  the  case  of  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson      -        •        •        •        -  2032 

N. 

National  BaiA,  so  much  of  the  report  of  the  See* 
retary  of  the  Treasury  on  public  credit,  as 
treats  of  a,  was  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  USB  of  the  House     ....  1902 

Mr.  Lov^  submitted  a  resolution  that  it  it 
expedient  to  establtah  a^  which  was  tvfer* 
red  to  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States        >        *  1438 

nud  committee  discharged,  and  the  sohjeet 
referred  to  a  eeleet  committee  *        .  1609 

bill  to  establish  a,  read  twice,  and  committed  1704 
Naval  Armameott  so  much  of  the  PresideDt's 
Message  as  relates  to  the,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  EBtal)|iBhBieat  •  1090 
Na'val  Establishment,  a  bill  to  reduce  the,  under 
certain  contingencies,  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole    264 

reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed    -     .    -        -        -        -    394 

so  much  of  the  Preaident'a  Message  as  r^ 
lates  to,  replied  to  a  select  committee     -    688 ' 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
diachaiged  from  the  oonsideration  of  cer- 
tain documents  accompanying  the  Mes* 
sa^e,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee just  appointed     ....    696 

said  committee  made  a  report,  in  part*  which 
was  read        -        *        *        .        -        -  1 167 

a  iiiKher  report,  in  part,  read,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -        -  1430 

another  report,  in  part,  referred  as  before     -  1446 

Mr.  Randolph  aubmitted  a  resolution  to  re- 
duce  the        -^ 1618 

nSvmd  to  tki^  committee  on  the  bill  to  lay 
additional  duties 1616 

reported  amended,  and  carried  ...  1679 

a  bHl  ordered  to  be  brought  in,  in  pursuance 
of  said  resolution  •        -        ...        .  1889 

Mn  R.»  from  the  .oooimittoe  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  reduce  th^,  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Qommittee 
of  the  Whole 1933 
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conaideMd  in  Committee  of  the  Whole     •  19U 

1967,1989,2007 

Navigation  Laws,  Mr.  Macon  submitted  two  res. 

olutions  relating  to  the    - 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 

Manufactures 

Mr.  Van  Horn  submitted  sundry  resolutions 

instructing  said  committee  on  the  subject 

ofthe    

three  of  said  resolutions  were  referred  and 

two  rejected  .----. 
(See  Commerdai  Iniertourse,  bH!  No.  2.) 

Navy,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  with  a 
report  of  the  state  of  the  vessels  and  gun- 
boats 

the  report  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
modifications  of  the  Miiitar)'  and  Naval 
Establishmenis 91 

the  President  transmitted  the  report  of  the, 
referred  to  in  his  Message ;  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  with  a 
statement  showing  the  expenditure  and 
application  of  moneys  appropriated  for  the 
service  of  the         -        .        -        -        - 

a  bill  for  support  of  the,  for  the  year  1810, 
read  twice,  and  committed      ... 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  a^  amended    - 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1466 

which  were  concurred  in   -        -        •        -  1466 

Navj  Hospitals,  a  report  from  the  Naval  Comr 
mittee  on  the  subject  of         -        - 
letlof  from  die  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on    -  2399 
Na^  Pension  Fund,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
OB  the  suljeet  of  the      - 

Nelson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to 
limit  the  Brigadier  Generals'  p^y    - 
on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  from 

the  militia 1474 

speech  of,  on  the  reduction  of  the  Army     -  1863 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  rescind  the 
'    resolution  for  adjournment      ...  1880 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  consider  the  re- 
port in  the  case  of  Gen.  Wilkinson  •        -  2032 

Neutrality,  the  proclamation  of,  issued  by  Gen- 

eral  Washington  in  1703 
Neutral  Rights,  Mr.  Troup  submitted  sundry 

resolutions  respecting  the  violation  of 

Newhuryport,  Mr.  Livermore  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion relating  to  makiag  the*  turnpike  a 
mail  route      -----.  1666 
the  resolution  agreed  to     •        -        -        *  1666 

New  England  Land  Company,  Mr.  Baoon  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  the    .        -        -    729 
a  motion    to  refer   to  the  Committee   of 
Claima,  carried 787 

New  Jersery,  on  motion  ol  Mr.Hufly,  a  commit^ 
tee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency  of  altering  the  time  lor  holding 
the  district  court  ui        -        -        -        -  1496 

a  bill  to  that  effect,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   166d 

a  bill  to  annex  a  part  ofthe  State  of,  to  the 
coUec  tion  district  of  New  York       -        *  176 
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New  Orleans,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Alsloot  the  com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  propisety  of  confirming 
the  right  of  the  city  of,  to  the  com- 
mon,  &c.  ---.--  685 
«  report  from  said  committee  agreed  to,  and 

they  were  ordered  to  bring  in  a  bill  •  1376 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  committee,  on 
a  report  of  the  Secretary,  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  mortality 
of  the  troops  at  •  -  -  «  «•  1533 
tt  report  from  said  committee,  ordered  to  be 
printed-        -        -        -        -        -        -  1991 

sundry  letters  and  documents  accompany- 
ing said  report       -----  3436 
Newspapers,  the  usual  resolution  for  the  supply 

of,  to  the  members  -        -        -         8, 663 

Newton,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to 

complete  the  fortifications       .        -        -    347 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to   remit  certain 
penalties        -        -        -        -        •    463,  465 

on.  a  motion  to  refer  a  petition   -        -        .    698 

on  Mr.  Whitman's  resolution  concerning 
Danish  spoliations  -        .        .        .    700 

on  referring  Mr.  Van  Horn's  resolution  re- 
lating to  drawback         ....    704 

on  a  resolution  calling  for  certain  papers    -    714 

on  the  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  re- 
specting the  British  Minister  -        -        •    753 

speech  of,  on  the  same       .        -        .        -  1091 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  foreign 
licenses  -        .        .        .  1204,1205,1306 

introductory  of  a  resolution  to  call  for  a  state 
of  the  regular  army        •        -        -        -  19S5 
Niagara,  a  bill  to  remove  the  office  of  collector 
from,  to  Lewistown,  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted -        -        -        -        -        -  17«8 

Nicholas,  Wilson  C,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat 339 

the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from,  resigning  his  seat  ...    705 

Nicholson,  John,  of  New  York,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat 684 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  for  a  general 
national  establishment  of  banks      •        -  1378 
Non-Intercourse,  Mr.  Livermore  offered  a  resolu- 
tion on  the  subject  of     -        -        -        -      74 

read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures        -        -        -      75 

Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  resolution  for  the 
immediate  repeal  of  the  act     -        -        -  1708 

Mr.  Montgomery  moved  an  amendment     -  1704 

debate  on  the  subject         -        -        -        -  1705 
North  Carolina,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sawyer,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  altering  the  times  for 
holding  the  district  court  of    •        -        -  1563 

a  bill  to  that  effect,  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table  -        *        -        -        -  1566 

O. 

Officers  of  the  Navy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ander- 
son, the  petitions  of  the,  presented  in  1806, 
were  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
Naval  BsUblishment     .        -        .        .  li^08 

Ohio,  Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry purchasers  of  land  in,  praying  a  revis- 
ion of  the  land  laws,  dec,  referred  to  the 
Coitamittee  on  Public  Lands  -        •        -    686 


Ohio— continued.  h^ 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  also  a  petHkni  pray- 
ing that  the  provisions  of  the  act  extend- 
ing the  time  of  payment,  and  certain  pre- 
emption rights,  may  be  extended  to  tibea   ^ 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorise  the  sor- 
Teytng  and  making  of  certnin  roads  in 
the   State  of,   as   contemplated    by  the 
Treaty  6f  Brownsville,   read  twice  and 
committed     -        -        -         -         -       -   935 

the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Gk>vemor  of.  endosmg  a  resda- 
lution  of  the  Genera!  Assembly,  approv- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  Government  in  ite 
neg^otiations  with  foreign  Powen  -  -  14^ 
a  bill  fitmi  the  Senate  to  alter  the  time  for 

holding  the  district  court  in  -  -  -1560 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  15^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  »         -       -  1566 

Ohio  Canal  Company,  a  bill  fit)m  Hie  Senate 
authorizing  a  subscription  to  the  stock  of 
the        -        -        ••        -         -       .  167S 
read  twice  and  committed  ...  1699 

Olmstead's  Case,  the  President  transmitted  a  de- 
tailed report  of  the  LegisIatiTe  proceed- 
ings of  Pennsylvania,  commonicaled  by 
the  Governor  of  that  State,  dec,  and  a 
motion  was  made  to  print  the  same  -  SS^ 
whiofa  motion  was  negatived  -  .  .  S$l 
copies  of  the  paper  transmitted  in  the  case  SSS3 

Olsen,  Blicher,  letters  from,  to  the  Secretary  of 

Sute S163,  3165 

from  the  SecreUiy  of  State  to  -         •  2164,  SlfiS 

■Order  in  Council,  of  the  Mth  May,  ooBunnaics- 
ted  by  Mr.  firakine  to  the  Secntaiy  of 
Bute     -        -        .        -        -         -       -iW 

Orleans  Territory,  Mr.  Rhea  snbmitted  a.  resolii- 
'   tion  relative  to  public  lands  in        .       -   I9S 
Mr.  Morrow  presented  a  letterfrom  the  Sec- 
retary of  the   Treasury,  endoeing  one 
from  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  in 
the  Eastern  district  of    -        -        .       .  4^9 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  the  Committee  oa 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
whether  any  and  what  provision  was  ne- 
cessary to  be  made  for  selling  the  clsims 
to  land  in  Louisiana,  and       ...  1977 
a  bill  in  pursaance  of  said  instruction,  read 

twice  and  conunitted      -        -        .       .  1633 
a  hill  ftt>m  the  Senate,  respecting  the  dis* 

trict  court  in  -        ....  1531 

road  twice,  and  committed  •        •        .       -  158S 
a  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  enable  the  people 

of,  to  form  a  constitution,  dtc.        -       -  19S< 
read  twice,  and  committed  -        -       -  3007 

a  bill  from  the  Senate,  providing  for  the 
final  adjustment  of  claims  to  land  in,  and 
Louisiana      -        -        -        -        .       .  201S 
the  memorial  of  the  inhaMtante  of,  praying 

admission  into  the  Union        -        -       *  ^ 
sundry  documento  relatiTe  to  the  mortality 
of  the  army  stetioned  at  ...  2425 

P. 
Paper,  Mr.  Qnincy  presented  the  petition  of  the 
manmfoeturers  of,  in  Massachusetts,  prsv- 
ing  proteetiujg  duties,  &c,  peforred  to 
the  Committee  of  Commeroe  and  Manv- 
factures         ...... 
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iper  and  Pxintiiig,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  on  American     • 

itent  Rights,  a  bill  to  extend  the  privilege  of, 
to  any  person  residing  with^i  the  United 
States,  whether  citizen  or  not,  read  twice 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole 

»nrl  River,  Mr.  Poindexter  presented  the  report 
of  the  land  commiMioners  west  of,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  ...... 

the  report  ordered  to  Ue  on  the  table  - 
m.  memorial  from  the  convention  of  the  peo* 
pie  east  of,  praying  a  division  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  dec,  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee -  -  •  - 
Mr.  Burwell  presented  similar  petitions,  re- 
ferred to  the  same  .... 

(arson,  Joseph,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied and  took  his  seat     -        - 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  the 
Carthagena  prisoners     .... 

remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Smilie      -    279, 

remarks  oi,  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detach- 
ment from  the  militia     .... 

speech  o^  on  the  same       .... 

remarks  of,  introducing  a  resolution  of  in- 
quiry into  the  conduct  of  General  Wil- 
kinson ...... 

speech  of,  in  support  of  the  resolution 

speech  of,  on  considering  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  same  ... 
edersen,  Peter,  letter  from,  to  the  Secretary  of 
State 

enalties  and  Forfeitures,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
for  the  remission  of  certain     ... 

read  twice,  discussed,  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed   -        -        -        -        -        -        • 

so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to,  invol- 
untarily incurred  by  infractions  of  the  non- 
intercourse  act,  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  the  said  com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  extending  the  benefits  of 
the  act  for  the  remission  of,  to  cases  of 
expulsion  from  the  Island  of  Cuba  - 

a  report  from  said  committee  on  several  in 
dividual  cases,  by  name 

'ennsylvania,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the 
Committee  of  Claims  were  discharged 
from  consideration  of  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  the  four  western  coun- 
ties of    1406 

Mr.  Smilie  presented  certain  proceedings  pf 
the  Legislature  of,  in  disapprobation  of 
the  amendment  proposed  to  the  Constitu 
tion  by  Massachusetts     -        •        . 

Pensions  and  Rations,  a  bill  in  relation  to  the,  of 
officers  of  the  Navy,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted     1379 

Persons  imprisoned  for  Debt,  a  bill  from    the 

Senate  for  relief  of  .... 

read  twice,  and  committed  ... 

Petitions,  Mr.  Livermore  submitted  a   resolution 

that  no  private,  should  be  received  after  a 

certain  day,  during  the  present  session     - 

the  resolution  negatived     .... 
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Pickman,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resohiHon  re- 
lating to  domestic  manufaetmres      -        -     186 

speech  of,  on  the  third  reading  <^  the  bill  to 
revive  and  amend  the  non-intercourse  act    440, 

542,  1163,  1171,  1284 

appeared ,  and  took  his  seat,  at  second  session    866 

remarks  of,  on  the  biU  to  prohibit  foreign 
licenses         .....  12OI,  1206 
,   on  the  bill  concerning  commercial  inter- 
course   -        *        -        -        -        -        -  1494 

on  his  amendment  to  the  bill  for  a  detach- 
ment of  militia       ...        .        .        .  1573 

on  the  resolution  for  the  sale  of  the  gunboats  1664 

on  the  resolution  for  apportionment  of  rep-- 
resentation     ......  1765 

on  am^ding  the  bill.  No.  ,2,  concerning 
commercial  intercourse  -  •  -  -1916 
Pike,  Major  Z.  M.,  a  committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire what  compensation  ought  to  be  paid 
to,  and  his  companions,'  for  their  explora- 
tions, Ac.       ......    218 

a  detailed  report  thereon,  read,  and  ordered 
to  Ue  on  the  table  .....  263 
Pinkney,  Mr.,  Mr.  Livermore  submitted  a  reso- 
lution calling  for  a  copy  of  any  despatches 
that  may  have  been  received  .from,  since 
November  last 1622 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 
present  the  resolution  to  the  rresident    -  1624 
'  a  Message  from  the  President,  that  no  offi- 
cial despatches  had  been  received  from, 
since  the  date  mentioned        ...  1659 

correspondence  of,  with  the  Secretary  of 
State        -  2030,  2031,  2068,  2072,  2073,  2124 

letter  from  General  Armstrong  to       -        -  2031 

correspondence  of,  with  Mr.  Canning,  2066,  2071, 

2102 
Pitkin,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  reso- 
lution, relating  to  libel    .        -        -        -      88 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Naval 
Establishment 382 

speech  of,  on  the  same       ....    389 

remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  refer  the  petition 
for  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy        -    698 

on  Mr.  Whitman's  resolution,  respecting 
Danish  spoliations  ....    700 

on  the  motion  to  refer  the  memorial  of  the 
New  England  Land  Company        -     733,  736 

speech  of^  on  the  joint  resolution  from  the 
Senate,  respecting  the  British  Minister    -    964 

on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  from 
the  miliUa 1566 

remarks  of,  on  referring  the  subject  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  to  a  select 
committee 1683 

speech  of,  on  the  inquiiy  into  the  conduct  of 
General  Wilkinson         ....  1728 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  impose  additional 
duties     -        -        -        -  ^      -  1824,  1826 

on  the  motion  to  rescind  the  resolution  for 
adjournment  .....  188O 

speech  of,  on  bill  No.  2/ concerning  com- 
mercial intercourse         ....  I888 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Upham's  resolution,  re- 
lating to  expense  of  foreign  intercourse    •  1945 
on  Mr.  Upham*8  resolution,  relating  to  Con- 
suls       -        1946 

on  his  resolution  respecting  our  foreign  rela- 
tions     .......  2018 
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Plomb  bland,  MtatachutttU,  a  bill  making  ap- 
propriation to  rebuild  two  ligbt-booBea  on, 
read  twiee,  and  committed  ...  264 
Plymouth,  Maasachoaetta,  the  petition  of  aundry 
inhabitants  of,  praying  that  Charles  Tur- 
ner, jr.,  may  be  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the 
House  in  plaee  of  William  Baylies ;  re* 
ferred  to  th«  Committee  of  Elections.      -      61 

(See  Turner,  Ckariea.) 
Poindezter,  George,  produced  bis  credentials, 
and  was  qualified  as  a  Delegate  from  Mis- 
sissippi Territory    -----      66 

remarks  of,  in  explanation  of  his  resolution 
to  deprive  Governors  of  Territories  of  the 
power  to  prorogue  the  Creneral  Assem- 
bly, dec         218>  219 

on  his  motion  to  ley  on  the  table  a  petition 
to  divide  Mississippi  Territory         -        -    266 

in  vindication  of  the  settlers  in  Madison 
county,  in  said  Territory         ...    689 

on  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  east  of 
Pearl  river,  dec      -        -        -        -    696,  697 

on  the  motion  to  refer  the  petition  of  the 
New  England  Land  Company        -        -    7S1 

on  his  resolution  relating  to  public  lands 
south  of  Tennessee         ....    746 

speech  of,  on  the  joint  resolntion  of  the 
Senate,  respecting  the  British  Minister    -    988 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  a  detachment  from 
the  militia 1477 

speech  of,  on  the  same       -        •  1622,  1597 

Point  Coupee,  Mr.  Poydras  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  suAdry  inhabitants  o^  praying  to  be 
confirmed  in  their  title  to  a  certain  piece 
of  land;  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lnnds 844 

Pomeroy,  Grove,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table         -        -  1699 
committed  to  the  committee  on  the  petition 

of  Margaret  Lapsley       -    '    -        -        -  1704 
(See  Lapaley,  Margaret,) 

Porter,  Peter  6.,  speech  of,  on  the  Standing  Rules 

and  Orders 1209 

speech  of,  on  improvement  of  the  United 
States  by  roads  and  canals      ...  1386 

Porta  and  Harbors,  Mr.  Rhea  submitted  a  reso- 
lution in  relation  to        -        -        -        -  1405 
which  was  disagreed  to      -        -        •        -  1406 

Portugal  and  its  Dominions,  Consuls  and  com- 
mercial agents  of  the  United  States  in    -  1998 

Post  Ofiice  Department,  the  Postmaster  General 
was  directed  to  report,  at  the  next  session, 
on  the  laws  relating  to  the      -        -        -    461 

Post  Ofiice  EBtablishment,  a  bill  regulating  the, 

read  twice,  and  committed      -        -        -  1464 

reported  with  amendments,  which  were  con- 
curred in        - 1633 

further  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  -...--  1686 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1660 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
subsequently  called  for  by  that  body,  to 
correct  errors  of  engrossment  ...  1769 

returned  with  the  errors  corrected,  and  the 
House  disagree  to  the  amendments  >  1770 

the  Senate  insist  on  some,  and  recede  from 
others  of  their  amendments    ...  1794 

the  House  insist  and  ask  a  conference       -  1819 
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Pwt  OflSce  Establishmeni— continued.  hm. 

conference  agreed  to  by  the 
managers  appointed 

managers  report  that  they  eonld  oome  to  ■» 
agieement,  and  a  motion  to  adhese  fasi 
on  the  table  •«..•• 

the  House  raeeded     ..... 

Mr.  Dana  submitted  a  FesohitiMi  re^oiiiBg 
the  Poatmaater  Geneial  to  report  the  lo- 
ceipts  and  eipendiuneo  oC  the,  from  ito 
astablHlimettt  totlse  end  of  the  year  18M^ 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 

Mr.  D.  submitted  aaotfer 
what  varied  .... 

whidi  was  agreed  to  •        - 

a  report  from  thePostBaatcr  Gcaenl 
dience  thereto        ... 

Post  Office  Laws,  a  report  from  the 

General,  with  his  report  of  audi  a  system 
aa  will  enable  the  Honae  to  uimpiiBB  inia 
one  the  several,  referred  to  Che  Commit- 
tee on  Poat  Offioeaand  Poet  Roads  -        •  1438 

Boat  Ofiices  and  Post  Roads,  appointMcnt  ef  the 
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atanding  committee  on  - 
Post  Roads,  a  bill  to  eatabiiah  certaiDf  read 
and  committed 

progress  reported,  with  leave  to 

reported  with  aaiaadmenta         ... 

amendments  ooncnrred  in  ... 

PMemac  Company,  the  petition  of  the  Pissidsat 
and  Directors  of  the,  pimyini^  a«ttioiity  is 
raise  by  lottery  a  sum  to  be  applied  totbe 
improvement  of  navigation,  due*,  iduitnl 
to  the  Committee  on  District  of  Cofomln 

a  bill  granting  the  prayer,  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 

a  similar  petition  of  the,  preaented  by  Mr. 
Lov^,  second  sesai(MB»  rc&rred  as  before  • 
Potomac,  a  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  navi- 
gation of  the,  river,  read  twice,  and  com- 
milted  ...        .        .         ..10S 

Potter,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  con- 
cerning the  Sedition  law 

attendance  o(  at  second  seaaioa 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  call  lor  a 
copy  of  Jackson's  circular 

apeech  of^  on  the  joint  reaolntion  leapectiBg 
the  British  Minister        .... 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  oonoerninc  commer- 
cial intercourse       ...  1181,1189 

speech  of,  on  the  same       ....  1241 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  relating  to  ad- 
ditional duties        -        -         -  1470,1471 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  a  detachment  from 
the  militia 13^ 

remarks  of,  on  the  revolution  relating  to  the 
Post  Office  EsUblisbment      -        -        -19^ 

Poydras,  Julien,  a  delegate  from  Looisiana  Ter> 

ritory,  wa^  qualified,  and  tqok  his  aeaX    •    161 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning 

thebatturo 330»3£ 

speech  of,  on  the  biU  concerning  the  same    15M 
President,  a  joint  committee  appointed  to  wait 

on  the,  &C.    .....       57,6^ 

Message  of,  at  the  Qpening  of  the  session  11, 6S( 
Printii^^,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  a  commit  tee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  what  regulations 
.ware  neceaaary  to  expedite  the,  orderad 
by  the  House  of  Representatives     -        •lit' 
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Page. 
L^v^te  AnMd  VeMelt.    (See  Armid  Mtrekaai' 

men.) 
ivateers,  Ruedui  regiilatioM  for  Teeeele  eom* 

mtMioiied  ai  .....  9183 

ivileges,  a  bill  to  prevent  the  abase  of,  by 

foreign  Ministers  .        .        •        •        -     763 
read  twice,  end  oommltted         ...    844 
oclamation,  the  President's,  of  the   19th  of 

April,  1809 «)60 

the  President's,  of  August  -        -        -8076 

□«sia  and  its  Dominions,  list  of  Consols  of  the 

United  States  in,  dee.     -        -        -        -1998 

iblic  Arms,  a  letter  from  the  Seeretarf  of  the 

Treasury  with  an  account  of  sales  of      -  4426 
tblic  Buildings*    (See  Capitol,) 
Mic  Contracts,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  in  obedience  to  th«  act  con- 
cerning -        -        -        -        -        -  1173 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  a  statement  of,  «c.         ... 

tblic  Debt,  Mr.  Bppes  reported  a  bill  supple* 
mentary  to  the  act  making  forther  pro- 
vision  for  the  redemption  of  'the,  which 
was  twice  read,  and  committed       •        -    233 
considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole'      -    816 
Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  resolution  r^ 
quiring  the  presence  o(  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  during  the  disenssion  of 
this  bill  .        .        -        •        -        -320 

the  resolution  negatived     ....     881 

the  bill  reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing         332 

read  the  third  time 366 

and  passed        -        •        •        •        -        -     360 
returned  from   the   Senate  with  a  verbal 
amendment,  which  was  concurred  in      -    460 
ablic  Lands,  appointment  of  the  standing  oom- 

mittee  on       -        -        -        -        -      60, 684 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  extend  the  thne  of 

payment  for,  read  twice,  and  committed  -  1699 
reported  without  amendment,  and  again 
committed     -        -        -        -        -        -  1760 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged     -  1954 
bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading     ...  1999 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  3006 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  lay  before 
the  House  a  statement  of  the  ampunts 
due  by  individuals  on  the  purchase  of,  dec.  1760 
a  letter  from  that  officer,  with  the  statement 

called  for 1618 

ublic  Roads,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  laying  out 

of  certain,  read  twice,  and  committed      -  1669 
ublic  Schools,  Mr,  Love  presented  the  petition 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  in  the  City  of - 
Washington,  praying  the  patronage  of 
Congress,  &c.,  referred  to  the  Committee  ■ 
on  the  District  of  Columbia    ...    717 

Q. 
luartermaster's  Department,  a  bill  Arom  the  Sen- 
ate to  establish  a    •        -        -        -        -  1868 
read  twice,  and  oommitted         -        .        -  1879 
letters  £rom   the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
others,  on  the  subject  of  a      -        •        *  2403 
loiocy,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  con? 

eerning  the  Sedition  law        -        -        -     132 
on  the  Senate  bill  to  complete  the  fortifioa- 
tions 263 


QniMy,  Mr.,  remarks  of— oontinosd,  ^   Pftge^ 

on  the  bUl  for  pedemptien  of  the  public  debt  263 
on  a  motion  to  refer  a  petition  ...  697 
introductory  of  his  resolation  to  call  for  a 

copy  of  Mr.  Jackson's  circular  •  -  707 
in  defonoe  of  the  same  ....  711 
on  a  similar  resolution  by  Mr.  Gold  -  -  734 
spiBech  of,  on  the  joint  resolution  respecting 

the  British  Minister       ....    943 
riMBArks  oC,  on  the  bill  concerning  commer- 
cial intercourse      ...  1170,1324 
on  the  reseiution  to  inquire  into  the  conduct 

of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  -  -  1423 
on  the  convoy  bill  .  -  -  -  .  1498 
on  the  torpedo  bill     -        -        -  161 9»  1629 

on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 

intercourse  bill  -  -  .  ...  1638 
on  the  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Gener^ 

Wilkinson 1728 

on. Mr.  IfOve's  resolutions  in  relation  to  the 

Qank  of  the  United  Sutes  -  -  -  1769 
on  the  res<4ution  concerning  af^ovtionment 

of  representation  .....  1766 
on  the  bill  for  the  bettw  accommodation- of 

the  Post  Office  Department  .  -  1771, 1791 
on  the  bill  to  impose  additional  duties  •»  1837 
on  the  motion  to  rescind  the  resolution  to 

adjourn         --•....  188.I 
on  the  reduction  of  the  Army    -        -        -  1883 
on  Mr.  Upham's  resolution  relalting  to  Con- 
suls      -        -  ....  1945 

Quorum^  inter chang<t  of  messages  relating  to  a      67, 

682,  683 
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Randolph,  John,  remarks  of^  00  blank  ballots    - 
speech  of,  introducing  a  resolution  to  reduce 

the  Army,  &C. 61 

in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr  Bppes  -  •  64, 65 
in  .defence  of  his  resolution  -  -  -  67 
remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  concur  with  bis 

second  resolution  as  modi6ed  -        - .     73 

speech  of,  introductory  of  his  resolution  on 

the  doctrine  of  libel  -  -  -  76,  80,  85 
introductory  of  his  approbatory  resolution  -  93 
on  Mr.  J.  G.  Jackson  s  motion  to  postpone 

it  indefinitely         ....        95,  141 
remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  resolution  re- 
lating to  the  third  census        ...     153 

relating  to  marshals 163 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  relieve  the 

Carthagena  prisoners      -        •      269, 293, 306 
on  the  resolution  to  refer  the  batture  ques- 
tion to  the  Attorney  General  ...     334 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Gholson,  on  the  same  >     348 

on  the  resolution  to  limit  the  Brigadier  Gen- 
erals'pay       ......    351 

on  the  liiil  from  the  Senate  to  amend  and 

continue  in  force  the  non-intercourse  act  376 
on  Mr.  Liveunore's  amendment  to  the  same  443 
attendance  of^  at  the  second  session  -  -  1633 
speech  of,  introductory  of  a  rei^olution  to  re-  ^ 

.duce  the  Army  and  Navy  ...  1609 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Eppes  -  -  ...  1614 
remarks  of,  on  fixing  a  day  to  consider  his 

resolution ^  1693 

introductory  qf  a  resolution  to  repeal  the  non- 
intercourse  act       -        -        -        .        -  1703 
in  defence  of  said  resolution       1706,  1708, 1714 
speech  of,  on  the  stme        ....  1735 
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remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  impose  additionel 

duties 18S4,  1826 

speech  of,  on  the  same  ....  igso* 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Eppes  ....  1840 
introductory  of  a  motion  on  the  Yazoo  claims  1 88 1 
on  his  resolution  to  reduce  the  Army  •  1883 
on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Navy  •  *  1963, 1990 
on  the  reduction  of  the  marine  corps  -  -  1978 
on  his  motion  to  disband  the  masters  coblt 

mandant 1983 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  time  of 

payments  for  lands,  dec.  ...  2000 
on  his  motion  to  reduce  the  marine  eorps  -  3016 
on  considering  the  report  in  the  case   of 

General  Wilkinson        ....  2082 
speech  of,  on  said  report    ....  2037 
on  the  Constitutional  powers  of  the  House  2044 
Randolph,  Thomas,   Mr.  Eppes  presented  the 
memorial  of,  stating  that  Jonathati  Jen- 
nings, the  sitting  delegate  from  Indiana 
Territory,  was  not  legally  elected^  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Elections        •        •    696 
a  report  from  said  committee,  confirming 
the  election  of  the  sitting  delegate  -    846 

Rea,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  relating 

to  the  Post  Office  Establishment  1964,  1965 
Receipts,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to  lay 
before  the  House  a  statement  of  the  an- 
nual, into  the  Treasury,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Federal  Govemment 
to  the  end  of  the  year  1809,  dice.  -  •  1770 
a  letter  from  that  officer  in  obedience  -1879 

Receipts  and  Expenditures,'  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Montgomery  a  resolution  was  adopted, 
directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  lay  before  the  House  at  next  session  a 
cfeneral  statement  of  the  -  -  -  2018 
a  report  from  that  officer  in  obedience  to 

the  resolution 2290 

Recruiting  Service,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  sus- 
pend the,  read  twice,  and  referred  -        -    257 
reported  without  amendment,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  -        -    263 
reported,  amended,  read  a  third  time,  and 

passed 460 

Rector,  William,  and  Elias,  a  bill  for  relief  of, 

read  twice,  and  committed  ...  728 
reported  with  an  amendment,   agreed  to,  ' 

and  ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        -     764 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    783 
Refined  Sugar,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  on  the  manufacture  of     -        -  2227 
Refugees,  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were 
inutructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  revive  and 
continue  for  a  limited  time  the  act  for  re- 
lief of  certain 701 

a  bill  to  that  efifect  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted          706 

reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading -    729 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    738 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment)^  1413 
twice  read,  and  concurred  in      -        . '  <    .  1426 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Montgomery  the  tetter 
and  report  of  the  committee  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands        -    739 
the  same  motion,  with  the  same  reference, 
at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Haven-        •        -    744 1 


Refogees — continued.  h^ 

Mr.  Monow  presented  a  bill  supfrfemeatal 
to  the  act  regulating  grants  of  land  to, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  -  IsS 
Repairs  of  Frigates,  a  letter  from  the  Saovtaiy 
of  the  Navy  to  the  Chairman  of  ths 
Naval  Committee,  on  the  suftject  of  -  S3S' 
Representation,  Mr.  Fisk  sabmitted  a  zeaolotien 

relative  to  the  apportiojiment  of      -        -  nt» 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -        -         -        >  179> 
Representative  Chamber,  Mr.  Johnaoa  aobaut- 
ted  a  resolution  granting  the  use  of  the, 
to  the  citizens  of  Washingtoo.  ibr  their 
celebration  of  the  4th  of  Jidy  -        -    41S 

withdrawn  by  Mr.  J.,  and  renewed  by  Mr. 
Cook,  but  the  House  refused  to  consider 

U-       -       -       - 4:: 

Revenue  and  Expenditures,  eo  much  of  the  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to,  referred  to  the  Commil- 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means  -        .        .     $| 

Reienue  Bonds,  a  statement  oC  outstanding, from 

the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury         - .      -  3Sb 
Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  appointment 

of  the  standing  committee  on  .        .     ei 

report  from  said  committee,  in  part  161,  684, 7t^ 
Revolutionary  Army,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson, 
the  several  memorials  and  petitimts  of  the 
officers  of  the,  heretofore  preeented,  were 
lefeired  to  a  select  committee  -       •  l^ 

report  thereon  from  said  committee     -       -  135^ 
Revolutionary  War,  the  committee  on  the  peti- 
tions of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the,  made 
a  report,  and  were  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  snlyect         -  1S33 
Reynolds,  Jeremiah,  report  on  the  petition  oCre> 
lierred  to  the  committee  having  in  charge 
the  petitions  of  Harry  Caldwell  and  Ama> 
aa  Jackson     -        -        -        .        .       .  im 
Rhea,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concern- 
ing the  sedition  law        -        -        .       -    12$ 
.  ^n  hjs  resolution  relating  to  lands  in  Looii- 
iana      -        - IS£ 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  approbatoiy 
resolution      -       -       -        .,       .       -   i«: 

on  the  resolution  relating  to  the  Carthagena 
prisoners       -        -        -        •        .       .    303 

on  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force 
the  non-intercourse  act  -        -        -       -    4U 

remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  refer  a  petition    6S§ 

on  a  resolution  calling  for  certain  papers  710, 714 

speech  o^  on  Mr.  Gold's  resolution  of  a  sim- 
ilar character  -        -        -        -       - 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Van  Horn's  resolutions 
respecting  die  navigation  laws 

on  the  joint  resolution  respecting  the  Brit- 
ish Minister   ....      746,753,7&d 

speedi  of,  on  the  same       ....  1&05 

on  the  bill  concerning  commercial  inter- 
course   11^ 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  lay  addi- 
tional duties   •        -        -         1333,  1470,  1471 

on  the  resolution  to  repeal  the  non-intex^ 
course  act      -----       -  17* 

on  the  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  General 
Wilkinson 1731 

on  the  apportionment  of  representation      -  17$^ 

on  the  Mil  to  impose  additional  duties         •  I^ 

on  the  reduction  of  the  Army    .  1866,  1^^ 

on' Mr.  Upham's  resolution  relating  to  Con- 
sols        l*tf 
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Rheft,  Mr.  Remarks  of-^^^ntiiitted.  Page. 

on  the  motion  to  disband  the  matter  com- 
mandants     ......  1985 

on  tbe  redacti(«  of  the  Naval  Establish- 
ment             -  1989 

Roads  and  Canals,  Mr.  Nicholson  submitted  two 

resolutions  concerning    .        •        .        .    894 

Mr.  Porter  likewise  submitted  a  resolution 
concerning,  which  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee  of  twenty      ....  1401 

a  bill  fipom  said  committee  to  ImprOTe  the 
United  States  by,  twice  read,  and  referred  1443 

Robinson,  Robert,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of  -        - 19^6 

read  twice,  and  committed  ...  2007 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2052 

RomanxoflC  Count,  translation  of  an  ukase  issued 

by  -        - 2132 

Root,  Erastns,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat  -        -        ...    SSB 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  commer- 
cial intercourse       ^        .        .        .        .  1234 

remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  refer  a  peti- 
tion to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole       •  1444 

on  amending  the  bill  for  a  detachment  from 
the  militia      -       1474, 1476,  1476,  1477,  1497 

on  Mr.  Key's  amendment  to  the  same  1R75, 1601 

Ross,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  con- 
cerning the  sedition  law         -        -      127,  128 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  approbatory 
resolution 164 

on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  complete  the 
fortifications  -        -        -        -        ^        -241 

on  the  resolution  for  relief  of  the  Cartha- 
gena  prisoners 286 

remarks  of,  in  explanation  to  Mr.  Macon    -    312 

on  the  resolution  to  refer  the  batture  ques- 
tion to  the  Attorney  General  ...    338 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  amend  and  reriTo 
the  non-intercourse  act  ....    304 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  remit  certain  pen- 
alties, dec.      -        -        -        -        -    463, 466 

on  Mr.  Sheffey's  resolutions  relating  to  the 
batture  •        -        -        -        -        -  468,  1241 

attendance  of,  at  the  secotid  session    -       -    706 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  refer  the  memo- 
rial of  the  New  England  Lond  Company    733 

speech  of,  on  the  joint  resolution  respecting 
the  British  Minister         -        -        -   833,1250 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  commer- 
cial intercourse      ...        •1181,1460 

speech  of,  on  the  same       ....  1267 

remarks  of,  on  the  proposition  for  a  general 
establishment  of  National  Banks    -        -  1377 

on  the  inquiry  into  the  official  conduct  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury        -        -  1421 

on  amending  the  bill  ibr  a  detachment  firom 
the  militia      -        -        -        -        -        -  1474 

speech  of,  on  the  said  bill  -        -        - 1608, 1528 

Rules  and  Orders,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Holland,  the 

House  agreed  to  adopt  the,  of  last  session      57 

/  Russia,  Consul  of  the  United  States  in,  with  a 

statement  of  his  compensation        -        -  1999 
letters,  6lc,  in  relation  to  affairs  with         -  2062 

S. 

Saabye,  Mr.,  extract  of  a  letter  from,  to  the  See? 

retary  of  8tate      .....  2142 


Page. 
Salem  Meeting-house,  Mississippi  Territory,  the 
petition  of  the  Baptist  Church  at,  praying 
the  grant  of  pre-emption  right  to  a  small 
piece  of  land,  dec.,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands       ....    696 
a  report  from  said  committee  thereon  -        -  1660 
the  report  concurred  in,  a  bill  ordered  grant- 
ing the  prayer,  dec        ....  1663 
bUl  read  twice,  and  committed    .        •        •  1868 
reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

Uble     - 1886 

Salt,  a  petition  from  sundry  manufacturers,  pray- 
ing a  duty  on  the  imporUtion  of  237,  363,  268 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
AmerictfU  manufactures  of     -        •>        -  2238 

Sammons,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  joint  resolution 

respecting  the  British  Minister        -        -1145 
Sandusky,  a  bill  to  make,  a  new  collection  dis- 
trict, read  twice,  and  committed      -        -  1768 
Sawyer,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  amend 

die  resolution  relating  to  the  sedition  law    120, 

122 
on  his  resolution  for  a  Standing  Committee 

on  ManUlkctures  -----  690 
on  the  bill  concerning  commercial  inter-       « 

coarse 1160,1165,1298 

Say,  Benjamin,  of  PennsyWasia,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat 134 

Scituate  Harbor,  a  bill  to  erect  a  light-house  at 

entrance  of,  and  for  other  purposes,  read  1605 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  purport  -  1818 
read  twice  and  committed  -  -  •  -  1868 
reported  with  an  amendment  -  -  •  2006 
concurred  in,  and  bill  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 2017 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   2028 

Sea  Letters,  Mr.  Macon  submitted  a  resolution 
that  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  prohibiting,  d&c,  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -  -  349 
the  resolution  agnreed  to  -  -  -  - 
the  said  committee  at  the  second  session  re- 
ported a  bill  to  prevent  the  issuing  of,  ex- 
cept to  certain  vessels,  which  was  read,    349 

and  committed 1225 

reported  without  amendment  •  -  -  1378 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  138 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .  -  -  1385 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1533 
refened  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 

Manafiustures  .  .  .  -  -  1635 
an  agreement  with  an  amendment  reported  1584 
in  which  the  House  concurred    -        -        -  1606 

Seamen,  Mr.  Dana,  submitted  a  resolution  for  the 

benefit  of  American        -        -        -        -     156 

referred  to  a  select  committee     -        -        -     163 

a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted  -        r 234 

Mr.  D.  submitted  a  similar  resolution  at  the 
second  session,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Masu&c- 
tures -    688 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Mumford,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  request  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  such  information  as 
he  may.  possess,  touching  the  impress- 
ment of  Amencan         -       -       -       -  1622 
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Seunen — oonttniied.  ^  Page. 

a  meiBage  «nclo«ing  a  report  of  the  8oere» 
tary  of  State  m  reply      ....  17A9 

tlie  report  at  large,  with  an  abitimet  of  re- 
turn! of         -  3166 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
number  of  naturalized    -        •        .        •  2396 
SeaTer,  Ebenezer,  of  Maaseefatiaetts,  appeared 

and  took  hia  teat    .....    716 
'Sedition  Law,  Mr.  Stanford  auhmitted  a  veaoki* 

tion  concerning  pvoaecutiona  wider  the   -    120 

Mr.  Sawyer  propoaed  an  amendment  going 
to  inquire  what  **  private  eompenaation" 
had  been  made  to  tnoae  preaeeutcd,  which 
waa  negatived        .....    126 

the  reaolution  indefinitely  poalponod  •        -     184 
Senate  Chamber,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  finiah 

and  furniah  the  new       -        -        -        -    349 

read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole 381 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...    467 
Settlemenia,  Mr.  Miller  aubmitted  a  reaolution 
that  the  act  to  prevent,  on  landa  ceded  to 
the  United  Statea  ought  to  be  repealed    -    706 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaunr 
with  a  report  of,  contrary  to  law,  in  Madi* 
aott  county,  Miaaisaippi  Territoiy    -        -    743 

Mr.  Poindexter  aubmitted  a  reaolution  on 
the  aubject  of         .....    745 
Seybert,  Adam,  a  new  member  from  Pcnn^lva* 

nia,  waa  qualified  and  took  hia  aeat         -     C82 

hia  certificate  of  election  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Blectiona         ....     683 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  comm^- 
eial  intercourae 1176 

on  bill  No.  2,  on  the  same  aubject        -        -1891 
Shattuck,  Jared, .  a  bill  for  relief  oU  read  twice, 

and  committed       .....    935 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased  ...  1365 
Shawneetown,  IlUnoia  Territory,  Mr.  Lyon  pre- 
aented  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitanta 
of,  praying  that  the  land  on  which  tbey 
reaide  may  be  divided  into  lota,  dec,  refer- 
red   to   the   Committee  on   the    Public 

Landa 1856 

Sheffey,  Mr.,  apeech  of,  on  the  reaolution  to  refer 
the  batture  question  to  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral        330 

on  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force 
the  non-intercourse  act  -        -        -    399,  447 

attendance  of,  at  the  aecond  aeaaion    -        -    704 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  refer  the  me- 
morial of  the  New  England  Land  Com- 
pany    - 733 

speech  o^  on  the  bill  concerning  commercial 
intercourae    -         1166, 1172,  1181, 1223,  1224 

remarka  ot,  on  the  foreign  licenae  bill    1206, 1206 

on  Mr.  Upham's  resolution  relating  to  ex- 
penaes  of  foreign  intercourse  -        - 1480, 1946 

on  the  bill  respecting  the  batture        -        •  1550 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  for  a  detach- 
ment from  the  militia     ....  1672 

on  the  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  General 
Wilkinson 1742 

on  conaidering  the  report  in  this  case  •  2043 

Short,  William,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaeury  atating  the  aum  received  by, 
from  the  Banken  of  the  United  Statea  at 
Amaterdam,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Waja  and  Means  •        •       •        .        •  1968 


Short,  William — oontinQed.  }^ 

a  ffownrt thereon  foam aaid  osBsmittee  -      -^ 
Sinking  Fund,  a  report  from  the  Commwaonn      | 

of  the m 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasoij,      , 

with  the  proceedinga  of  CommiaaiopeB  •  r.9 
the  report  of  the  Commiasionera  of  the,  ix 

large !i» 

Smelt,  Den  nia,  of  Georgia,  appeared  and  took 

hia  aeat Mj 

Smilie,  John,  of  Pennaylvania,  waa  qualified  aa^ 

took  hia  aeat IX 

remarka  ^f,  on  the  caae  of  the  Carthagou 

prisonera  -  •  -  .  •  -  W 
on  the  non-interoourae  bill  -       -      •  4V 

on  Mr.  Livermora'a  propoaed  amendmeatto 

the  aame  -  -  -  ...  441 
on  Mr.  Shefiey'ereaolutioiiardativetethr 

battnre  -  -  .  -  *  .  -  .  411 
OR  a  motion  to  refer  a  petition  •  -  697,M 
on  the  reference  of  Mr.  Van  Hcun'a  iwob- 

.tiNia  -  -  .  -  .  .  .  7M 
on  the  reaolution  to  call  for  a  copy  of  Mr. 

Jackson'a  circular  -        -      766,710.71! 

apeech  o^  on  the  biU  ooBcerning  commcrail 

inlereoane  •  •  -  •  .  .  ii«» 
remarka  oi,  on  the  reaolution  to  inquiie  iato 

the  official  conduct  of  Mr.  Gallatin  -  HH 
on  the  Senate'a  amendmenta  to  the  int«- 

eouraebill     ....  14%  IM 

on  the  bill  for  a  detachment  Ibrm  the  militii  14;s 
on  the  conference  asked  by  the  Senate  on 

the  intercourae  bill  ...      .14$; 

on  the  reaolution  to  reduce  the  Army  and 

Navy    .......  Kii 

on  a  call  for  certain  papers         •       .      •  IS 
on  adhering  to  the  diaagreemcnt  on  the 

commercial  intercourae  bill  -  .  •  !M3 
on  the  reaolution  to  sell  the  gunboati  •  1^ 
on  thfi  reaolution  to  repeal  the  non-iater* 

course  act  -  -  -  ...  I7I3 
on  the  inquiry  into  the  oondact  of  Geaetil 

Wilkinson ITS 

on  the  apportionment  of  repreaontatioD    - 1767 
on  Mr.  Randolph'a  resolution  of  resMct  to 

the  memory  of  Colonel  William  Wash- 
ington -        -        -        -         ...  1771 
on  the  bill  for  the  better  accommodation  of 

the  Poat  Office,  dtc  -  .  .  .  1791 
on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Army  -  .  •  ISA 
on  the  motion  to  reaoind  the  reaolatkm  to 

adjourn         -        -        -        ...  1^ 
on  the  bill  to  recharter  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutea 1931 

on  Mr.  Dana'a  reaolution  reapecttng  the 

Poat  Office  EsUbliahment  -  .  •  1^ 
on  the  bill  to  eitend  the  time  of  payment 

for  public  landa ^ 

on  conaidering  the  report  in  the  case  of 

General  Wilkinaon        -        -       .      .  9)S 
apeech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph  -      -  ^' 
Smith,  Robert,  Secretary  of  State,  correspond- 

ence  of  with  Mr.  Erriune        205$,  S059, 206» 

2061,  Wf 

extractaof  letterafrom,  toMr.Pinkney,  9068,!1!^ 
correapondence  of,  with  Mr.  Jaekson,  S085,  S0^ 
2093,  2103,  2107,  2106,  S109.S1I) 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Oakley,  Britiah  SecnUiJ 

of  Lagaiioa  ....  mZ,t\\i 
a  letter  horn,  to  General  AoMlropg  •      -  -^^ 
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Soap,  end  Tallow  Candles,  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  on  the  American 

manufactures  of 2227 

Soderstroin,  Kichard,  correspondence  of  with  sev- 
eral successive  Secretaries  of  State,  2168, 2169, 

2161,  2162 
Southard,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  a  de- 
tachment of  militia        ....  1363 
on  an  amendment  proposed  to  the  same    -  1474 
on  the  bill  to  impose  additional  duties        -  1862 

'South  Carolina,  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactttres  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  continuing  in 
force  an  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
grms  to  an  act  of  the  LegislatnTO  of       -    161 

a  bill  to  that  effect  reported,  read  twice,  and 
oonmitted 217 

leported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        •        •    231. 

read  a  third  timo,  and  patsfid     -        -        -    234 

Spain,   Mr.  Livermore  submitted  a  resohition 
touching  our  intercourse  with»  which  the 
House  refused  to  consider      ...  1468 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  eon- 
cerning  affairs  with        ....  2153 

Spain  and  its  Dominions,  a  list  of  Consuls  and 

commerdal  agents  of  the  United  States  in  1998 

Speaker,  the  election  of  a        -        -        -        >      54 

Spermaceti  Oil  and  Candles,  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  on  the  American 
manufactures  of     •        -        -        -        -  2227 

Spinning  Mills,  &c.,  report  of  the  same  on        -  2227 
Spirituous  and  Malt  Liquort^  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  on      -        -        -  2232 
Standing  Committees,  a  motion  to  appoint  the, 

made  by  Mr.  Alston  -  •  -  -  58 
carried  without  a  division  .  -  -  -  60 
appointment  of  the,  at  the  second  session  -    683 

Standing  Rules  and  Orders,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  prepare  «nd  report,  for  the 
l^ovefnment  of  the  House      ...    686 

a  report  from  said  committee  read,  and  re- 
Arred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole    •    753 

the  report  dobated  in  committee,  1153,  1158, 1207, 

1209, 

Mr.  Johnson  moved  the  addition  of  a  new  * 
rule  to  the 1247 

which  was  agreed  to  ....  1263 

Stanford,  Mr.,  renarka  of,  on  the  deotion  of  the 

Speaker .65 

speech  of,  introducing  a  resohition  concern- 
ing the  Sedition  law      -        -        -        -119 

in  reply  to  Mr,  Dana         ....    121 

remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  resdlntion  re- 
lating to  the  Pest  Office  Department      ^^    460 

on  the  motion  to  refer  the  memorial  of  the 
New  England  Land  Company        •     731,  737 

speech  of,  on  the  joint  resolution  concern- 
ing the  British  Minister  ...    985 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  the 
SecreUiy  of  the  l>easuiy      «        .        .  1422 

on  considering  the  report  in  the  case  of  Oen. 

Wilkinson 2042 

Stanley,  John,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat 683 

speech  of,  on  the  joint  resolution  respecting 
the  British  Minister       -        •        -        -1125 
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Stationery,  Printing,  dec,  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations to  defray  the  expense  of,  read 
twice,  and  committed     <r        ...        .    234 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor    -    416 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell,  the  Committee 
of  Accounts  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  manner  in  which  the  contract 
with  the  Clerk  for  supplying,  haa  been 
executed        ......  1216 

said  committee  reported  that  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  take  any  further  steps  therein, 
which  report  was  concurred  in        -        -  1363 

Stedman,  William,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat 705 

Stout,  John  N.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed       ....*.    827 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 1216 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -  1218 

Straw  Bonnets  and  Hats,  report  of  the  Secreta- 
iary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  American 
manu&ctures  of 2236 

Stnrges,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning 

commercial  intercourse  -        -        •        -  1226 

Suffrage,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  In- 
diana Territory,  praying  the  extension  of 
the  right  of,  to  every  free  white  male 
thereof  referred     -        •        -        -        -     716 

Sugar  Refiners,  petitions  of  the  several*  in  Boe- 
ton.  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore, 
and  Alexandria,  praying  to  be  allowed- 
drawback,  were  respectively  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures -  -  -  118,152,161,217 
a  bill  to  extend  the  right  of,  to  the  people  of 
Madison  county,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   1215 

Superior  Courts  oi  Territories,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Poindcxter,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extend- 
ing  jurisdiction  to  the,  where  a  district 
court  has  not  been  established        -        -    701 

Surveyors  of  the  Public  Buildings,  a  report  from 

the 828 

referred  to  a  select  committee     .        -        .    844 

Sweden  and  its  Dominions,  Consuls,  dbc«  of  the 

United  SUtes  in 1998 

Swoope^  Jacob,  of  Virginia^  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 683 

St.  Clair,  General  Arthur,  a  memorial  of,  pray- 
ing the  reimbursement  of  moneys  ad- 
vanced by  him  on  public  account  during 
the  Revolutionary  war,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Cl&ims  ....  73 
a  report  from  said  oommittee,  ordered  to  lie 

on  the  table 350 

the  said  report  disagreed  to,  and  the  dis- 
agreement confirmed  by  the  House         -  1761 
a  copy  of  the  report  .....  2387 

St.  Lawrence,  a  bill  to  establish  a  new  collec- 
tion district,  to  be  caUed  the  District  of, 
read  twice,  and  committed     ...  1768 

T. 

Taggart,  Samuel,  of  Maasachuaetts,  was  quali- 

fiedi  and  took  his  seat    -        -        -        >      57     ' 

Tallmadge,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's 

renlntten  on  the  doctrine  of  libel    -        -      89 
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Tallmadge,  Mr. — continued.  Page. 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
complete  the  fortifications       ...     252 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  limit  the 
Brigadiers'  pay      .....    355 

speech  of,  on  the  joint  resolution  concerniiig 
the  British  Minister        ....  1049 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Newton's  resolution  to 
ask  for  a  state  of  the  Army    -        .        .  1266 

on  the  bill  for  a  detachment  of  militia         -  1383 

speech  of,  on  the  torpedo  bill      ...  1630 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  lay  additional 
duties 1829 

on  the  reduction  of  the  Army    ...  1866 

on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Naval  Establish- 
ment      1990 

Tanning,  extract  of  a  letter  from  William  Ed- 
wards, on  the  subject  of         -        -        -  2239 
Tappahannock,  a  bill  to  remove  the  office  of 
Collector  firom,  to  Fredericksburg,  read 
twice,  and  committed     ....  1768 
Taylor,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  concurring  in  Mr. 

Randolph's  second  resolution  -        -        -71 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  the 
Carthagena  prisoners      ...     289, 313 

on  the  bUl  to  amend,  &c,  the  non-inter- 
course  act 407,  420 

remarks  of,  on  the  third  reading  of  said  bill     451 

on  the  bill  to  remit  certain  penalties  -        -    464 

oh  the  batture  resolutions  .        •        -        -    468 

on  the  bill  concerning  commercial  inter* 
course    ...        -  1164,1170,1171 

speech  of,  on  the  same       ....  126O 

remarks  of,  on  the  inquiry  into  the  official 
conduct  of  Mr.  Gallatin  -        ...  1419 

on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  inter- 
course bill     -        -        -        -  1438,  1639 

on  the  resolution  rejecting  the  gunboats   -  1664 

introductory  of  a  motion  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Bank  question,  and  to 
refer  it  to  a  select  committee  ...  1679 

speech  of,  on  the  repeal  of  the  non-inter- 
course act      • 1714 

on  inquiring  into  the  conduct  of  General 
Wilkinson 1734 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  better  aooom- 
modation  of  the  Post  Office  Department  -  1771 

speech  of,  on  bill  No.  2,  concerning  commer- 
cial intercourse 1773 

on  the  IhII  to  renew  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States       -        -  1804,1938 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  impose  additional 
duties    -        • 1860 

on  the  reduction  of  the  Army    ...  1866 

on  considering  the  report  in  the  case  of 
General  Wilkinson        ....  2032 
Taylor,  Richard,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed       .....  1197 

reported  without  amendment  ...  1402 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Poindexter  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion requesting  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
lay  before  the  House  an  abstract  of  all 
British  patents,  warrants,  &c,  filed  in  his 
office,  agreeably  to  the  several  acts  regu- 
lating grants  of  land  south  of  the  State  of    746 

the  resolution  agreed  to     •        -        -        -    747 
Territorial  Courts,  Mr.  P.  reported  a  bill  to  ex- 
tend jurisdiction  in  certain  cases  to,  read 
twice,  and  committed     ....    827 


Territories,  Mr.  P.  submitted  a  resolation  to  re- 
peal so  much  of  the  ordinanoe  for  the 
government  of,  as  empowers  their  Gof- 
emors  to  prorogue  and  diasolTe  the  Legs- 
latures  of       -        -         -         -         -       -  SI- 

the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  oommittee 
appointed       -        -         -         -         -       -  5!i 

Tervin,  Richard,  a  favorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  was  concurred  in         -        •       - 1)9 

the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  ordered  t» 
prepare  a  biD  in  pnmiance     -        -      •  IMi 

a  bill  read  twice,  and  conunitted         -       -  1» 

reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  &c 

table \m 

Thompson,  John,  an  adverse  report  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  sf. 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  thr 
Whole la 

disagreed  to  by  the  Committee  of  tlie  Whak, 
and  their  disagreement  bein^  oonfirmcd 
by  the  House,  a  bill  was  ordered  fiir  hie 
relief     -        -        -        -        -         --1^ 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  committed  1531 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    -        -        -         -       •  ITS 

Threadmakers,  Mr.  Mumford  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  the,  of  New  York,  praying  protectirc 
duties,  referred  to  the  Conunittee  of  Cooi- 
merce  and  Manufactures        -         .       .  2i 
Thurher,  Ezra,  a  report  on  the  petitioii  of,  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole       -  ^ 
Tin,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  oa 

American  manufactures  of     -         -       -^SSi 
Tobacco  Transaction,  papers  relating  to  the,  in 

the  case  of  General  Wilkinson        -       •  ^ 
Tombigbee,  the  petition  of  sundry  dttiens  re- 
siding on  the,  praying  to  be  secured  it 
the  free  navigation  of  the  Mobile  an4 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  -        -        -        -        -        --SB 

Torpedoes,  a  letter  iirom  Robert  Folton,  wiik 
pamphlets  accompanying  it,  on  tke  sab- 
ject  of  his  invention  o(  was  read    -       -1^ 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  letter,  fte., 
were  referred  to  a  select  oommitlee        •  \^ 

a  Tesolution  reported  from  said  committee 
to  allow  the  use  of  the  Honse  to  Mr.  Pal- 
ton        ,       -1«? 

the  resolation  V  negatived    -        •        .       -  l4dS 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  making  an  appropria- 
tion for  trying  the  practical  use  of  th«    -  1^ 

read  twice,  and  oonimitted  -  -  1^ 

reported  with  amendments         •        -       •  \^ 

agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  readier 
and  read  a  third  time      -        •        .       .  l6Si 

and  finally  passed 1631 

Tracy,  Uri,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and  took  his 

seat 7^^ 

Treasury,  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretsiy  of 
the,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means    -        -        -        -        -       -  21? 

correspondence  of  the  Secretary  of  the,  with 
the  President  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 

Sutes 2''' 

Tripoli,  the  Consul  of  the  United  SUtes  at,  with 

a  statement  of  his  allowances     -        -       -  1^ 
Troup,  Mr.,  remarks  oi^  on  Mr.  Randolph's  reso- 
lution relating  to  libel    -        -        •       • 

remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph  - 
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'itMip,  Mr.,  remarks  of— contiomed.  P«ffe« 

on  tlio  iMoliition  rOspeetrng  the  {trorogmag 

power  of  Oovemort  of  Territories  -  %i%,  319 
on  a  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  a  petition  to 

dhide  Mississippi  Tenitor^r   ^        -       •    S65 
on  the  resoltttton  to  refer  tlie  Iwttare  ques- 
tion to  the  Attorney  Ckneral ...    333 
i^eech  of,  introdnetory  of  sundry  resolutions 

eonceming  yiolations  of  neutral  rights  «  691 
remarks  of,  on  the  resohition  ooneeming    ' 

Danish  spoKaiions  -  ~  •  -  -  •  700 
on  the  rescHiition  eaHing  for  certain  papers  •  710 
on  the  motion  to  refer  the  memorial  of  the 

New  England  Land  Company     729,  731, 732 
on  Mr.  Bacon^  motion  to  print  eertscfai  aets 
and  proceedings  of  the  LegislAtore  of 

Georgia 745 

on  the  bill  for  a  detachment  from  tho  mflitia  1^83 
on  the  convoy  bill      -        -        «       -       -  1490 
on  the  hffl  concerning  commercial  inter- 
course   1496 

on  adhering  to  disagreement  in  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  same    -        -  ItMl 
on  the  biJl  to  impose  additional  duties         •  1862 
on  the  hill  to  renew  tho  ebartsr  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Slates        -        •        19M^  1940 
Tunis,  the  CodsdI  of  the  United  SlatM  in,  with 

a  statement  of  his  allowanoes  •        •        •  1999 
Turkey,  Consnl  of  the  United  States  in,  w^  • 

statement  of  bis  allowances    .        -        «  1999 

Turner,  Charles,  jr.,  the  petition  of,  contesting 
the  seat  of  Mr.  Baylies,  of  Massachusetts,' 
and  praying  to  be  admitted,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  ejections  -        -        -        -61 

a  report  irom  said  committee,  recommend- 
ing a  postponement  of  the  subject  until   * 
the  next  session     -;:-..    238 

the  report  was  considered  ....    266 

and  reeomtiiitted 268 

a  detailed  report  from  the  Committee  of  £tec<* 
tions Wl 

with  a  resolution  declaring  said  Turner  lo* 
gal^  elected  - •63 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Findley,  was  admitted  to 
take  part  in  the  discussion  of  the  report, 
declaring  Mr.  Baylies  not  legally  elected    417 

being  declared  duly  elected,  was  qvriifted, 
and  took  bis  seat 462 

Turner,  Edward,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of^  was  concurred  in        •        -        -    783 

Turnpike,  Mr.  Loto  presented  the  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, praying  an  act  of  incorporation  of 
a  company  to  make  a  road  to  meet  the  Bal- 
timore, at  boundary  of  the  District,  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia 90 

Union  Bank  of  Georgetown,  a  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  the  Directors,  dbc.,  of  the  -        -  1368 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole         -  1376 

U. 

UnproductiTe  Post  Routes,  two  annual  reports  of 

the  Postmaster  General  concerning         -  1479 

Unsettled  Accounts,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Quincy,  the 
report  of  the  Comptroller  in  relation  to, 
was  refeired  to  a  select  committee  -        -  1206 
.     Mr.  Quiocy,  on  the  part  .of  said  coini^ittf^,' 

made  a  report        -        -  -    '    -  2201 

11th  Con.  2d  SbS8.--b 
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Upham,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  refer  a 

petition 698,699 

remarks  of,  oli  a  resolution  calling  for  cer*  ^ 

tain  papers    -       -        -       -        -     711,714 
on  the  motion  to  refer  the  memorial  of  the 

New  England  Land  Company       -        •*    737 
speech  of,  on  the  joint  resolution  respecting         '^ 
the  British  Minister        ....  1032 
remarks  of,  introdueloiy  of  a  resolution  call- 
ing for  a  statement  of  the  expenses  offer-  - 
eign  inloKourse     .....  1480 
^  '     on  his  resolution  calling  for  a  fist  of  the  Con* 

snls,  d^  of  the  United  SUtes        •        -1946 

|7sefhl  Arts,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  a  commit; 

fee  was  appolnied  to  Inquire  whether  any 

and  what  alterations  are  necessary  in  the 

artto  promote  the  progress  of        .        .    706' 

a  bin  for  the  enootoagement  of  learning  and 

!  promotion  of  the,  read  twice,  and  4Jom- 

mitted  .......  1218 

ViMi  Dyke,  Nicholas,  of  Delaware,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat   -       •        -  -    266 

attendance  of,  at  the  second  session    •        -  1162 

resaarkaof,  introductory  of  a  lesoitttioB  on      •    / 

the  subject  of  gunboats  -        ...  1662 

in  support  of  aaidresolntion       •  -1664' 

Van  Hem,  Mr.,  fomarks  of,  on  Mr.  Bacon's  reso* 

lution  respecting  domestic  manufectures  •    236 
remarks  o(  introductory  of  mndiy  resolu- 
tions on  navigation  laws         ...    703 
in  reply  to  objection  to  his  resolution  -        -    728 
on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the   - 

commercial  intercourse  bill  .  .  -  1139 
on  the  resolution  to  impose  additional  duties  1470 
on  the  bill  hr  a  detachment  from  the  militia  1478 
speech  of,  on  the  same  ...  1499, 1626 
Vamey,  Phineas,  a  bill  to  discharge  from  impris- 
onment, read  twice,  and  committed  -  1356 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 1617 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1618 
Vamum,  Joseph  B.,  election  o^  as  Speaker        -      64 
address  of,  to  the  House    ....      66 
remarks  o(,  on  Mr.  Sheffisy's  resolution  rel»- 

tive  to  the  batture 468 

on  amending  the  Delaware  canal  bill  1474, 1475, 

1478 
Vincennes,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
Indiana  Territory,  praying  an  act  to  au- 
thorize the  Land  Commissioner  for  the 
district  of,  to  decide  on  tities,  dbc,  re- 
ferred     935 

Virginia,  the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  sev- 
eral letters  from  Uie  Governor,  enclosing 
certificates  of  the  election  of  Representa- 
tives from  that  State,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections         ....      68 

Virginia  Military  Land  Warrants,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Morrow,  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  extending  the  time  for  lo- 
cating, dec    -        -        -        -        -        -    696 

a  t>ill  on  the  subject  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted .......    868 

reported  with  amendments,  concurred  in,  and 
I  .    . .   ordered'  to  a  third  reading        -        -     .   -  1377 
^       read  a  third  time,  and  pasMd  as  amended  -  1879 
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Vkginia  Land  Warranto— continued.  Page, 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  aiMiidmeBto  1^7 
which  were  twice  read,  and  concurred  in    -  1494 
Virginia  Officen  of  the  Revolution,  Mr.  Nebon 
inreeented  the  petition  of  sundiy,  prajinir 
to  be  allowed  hal^aj  for  life,  refened 
to  theConunittee  of  the  Whole      •        •  1683 
Volnnteen,  eo  much  of  the  Preiident's  Meeeeg» 
as  relates  to,  referred  to  the  Comnittee 
oa  the  Military  and  Naval  BsUhiishmento  1090 
said  oomraittee  reported  a  resolution  to  raise 
and  imbod J  a  force  of,  which  was  refeimd 
U  the  Comouttee  of  the  .Whole     -       -  1159 

W. 

Wade,  Zebulon,  an  advene  repoKon  the  petitioo 

of,  oonourred  in     -        •        •        -        .  1584 

WMhingtbn,  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitanto 
ef  the  City  of,  presented  in  May  last,  was, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Love,  reforred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  •  705 
Mr.  L.  presented  the  petition  of  the  City 
Counol  of,  praying  an  extension  of  pow* 

en 1446 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  incorporate  the 
City  of,  read  twice,  and  committed*       •  1761 

Washington  College,  a  bill  to  incorpotmte  the 

Trustees  of,  read  twioe«and  committed    •    844 

Washington  Navy-Yard  Mechanical  Soeie^,  a 
bill  to  incorporate  the,  nad  twiee,  and  com- 
mitted  --..•..  144JS 

Washington,  Colonel  William,  Mr.  Randolph 
submitted  a  resolution  in  honor  of  the 
memory  of  the  late        ....  1770 

the  resolution  negatived    •        -        *.        .  1771 

Mr.  Taylor  mov^  that  the  resolution  and 
proceedings  thereon  be  expunged  from  the 
Journal,  which  being  objected  to  by  Mr. 
R.,  fell  to  the  ground      ....  1789 

Mr.  Quincy  submitted  a  resolution  on  the 
subject  of  these  proceedings  ...  1794 

which  was  agreed  to 1795 

Ways  and  Means,  appointment  of  the  standing 

Committee  of         -        -        -        •      60,  684 
Weakley,  Robert,  of  Tennessee,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 89 

Webb,  Josiah  H.,  Mr.  Poindexter  presented  the 
petition  of,  prsying  an  annuity  in  conse- 
quence of  a  wound  received  wUle  em- 
ployed as  a  mail  rider,  referred  to  a  select 
committee     •        •        .        -        .        .    689 

a  bin  for  the  relief  o(  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted    744 

West  Point,  Mr.  Lewis  submitted  a  resolution  to 
remove  the  corps  of  engineera  firom,  to 
Washington,  which  the  House  refused  to 
consider 183 

afterward  considered  and  negatived    •        -    830 

Mr.  Lewis  renewed  his  motion,  and  failed 
again 234  J 

a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for 
ascertaining  and  settling  the  boundaries  of 
the  public  land  at  -        -        .        -        .    389 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
ascertain  and  settle  the  exterior  line  of  the 
jpnblic  land  at,  read  twice,  and  committed    380 

a  similar  at  the  second  session  had  the  same 
"*«lt 1488 
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on  motaoa  of  Mr.  Gold,  a  reeolutkm 

adopted  nlating  te  the  sUte  of  theaseeaal  at  ItlT 
on  metion  of  Mr.  Fisk  Che  cewimittee  te 
whom  the  above  wee  referred,  wen  ie- 
atmeted  le  inquire  into  the  expedmcj  ef 
repairing  the  fortifiestioa  at    -        -       •  1217 
Weymouth,  WiUaim  e  bill  for  the  relief  e^  resd 

twice,  and  committed     -        -        -       •  1437 
aceompanied  by  a  detailed  repoit  of  &cto  in 

the  case USS 

the  bill  reported  with  «a  amendment,  and 

ordeied  to  a  third  reading       -        -       -1711 
reed  the  third  time*  eod  passed  ee  amended  1713 
Wheatoa,  Joseph,  a  memorial  o^  praying^  rein- 
statement  in  the  office  of  8eigcent-aft- 
Arms»  was  read     -        -        -        .       .     57 
Wheeton,  Mr.*  remarks  e^  on  the  resotataon  call- 
ing for  certain  papers    -        -        -       -   710 
oa  the  joint  resolution  eoncerniaf  the  Brit- 
ish Minister  --..-.   7S! 
speech  oi;  on  the  same       ....   789 
en  the  bill  oonoeming  commeRiel  inter- 
course ..•-.-.  IS33 

Whippli^  Cosamedem  Ahmhem,  a  detsiled  le- 

peit  on  the  petition  of   -        -        -        -  1633 
willi.a  reeokitien  that  the  pnyer  oaght  lobs 

granted ifiSt 

a  biU  for  the  relief  of,  reed  tsriee^  and  eom- 

mitted  ---••-.ii35 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged    -  17tt 
White,  William*  and  othen,  a  bill  for  the  rehcf 

of,  read  twice,  and  committed  .        -   6f9 

Whitman,  Ezekiel,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qnali- 

fied»  and  took  his  seat  -  .  .  .  »9 
remarks  oi;  on  the  non-intercoune  InU  -  J98 
attendance  of,  at  the  second  session  -  -  68t 
remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  refer  a  petitam  &I 
on  his  motion  to  ask  information  conceniiog 
Danish  spoliations  -  -  .  .  .  fiSS 
Wilkinson,  Joseph,  jr^  a  bill  to  discharge  (rom 

imprisonment,  read  twice,  and  oommltted   M 

,  Brigadier  General,  Mr.  Peaaen  sab- 
mitled  a  resokuiott  that  a  committee  be 
•ppomted  to  inquire  into  the  oondnet  of-  160S 
the  reaohition  discussed,  and  a  cemmittss 

■l>PMted m7 

a  letter  from,  to  the  Speaker*  endoaing  the 
copy  of  one  to  the  Qeeret^oy  of  War, 
read       .......  i9tt 

report  of  the  committee  of  inquiry      -       -  tO^ 
the  said  report  at  laige,  with  numerous  docu- 
ments     

WilmoT,  the  Rev.  Mr^  a  message  from  the  Senate 

that  they  have  appointed.  Chaplain        -     6t 
/WUsoni  James,  of  New  Qampshiit^  appeared, 

end  took  his  seat    -        .        .        .        .    68S 
remarks  ott  on  a  motion  to  refer  a  petition  • 
Wilson,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of;  read  twice, 

and  committed \9Sd 

reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table less 

Winn,  Richard,  of  South  Carolina,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 

attendance  of,  at  the  second  session   -       -  1807 
Witherspoon,  Robert,  of  South  Caxotina,  appear- 
ed, and  lock  his  seat      .... 
Wood,  and  Manufactures  o€,  report  of  Ae  Secre- 
tary on  American 
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Woollen  MmufiieCttMn,  a  pdtilkm  of  randry,  of 

MnnchoMttn,  praying  encooragamailt  -    316 

y. 

Taxoo  Claimi,  Mr.  Troop  nilmiittod  a  rMohitlon 
to  print  for  the  use  of  membera  certain 
acts  and  proceedings  of  the  Slate  of  Geor- 
gia, in  relation  to  the'     .        .        •        •    739 

Mr.  Bacon  moved  that  Mndry  other  papen 
be  added  to  the  reiolution  to  print  -        -    746 

both  motions  agreed  to,  with  the  exeeptioii 
of  part  of  an  act  indnded  in  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Bacon  .        .        .        .        «    746 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  New  England 
memorial  on  the  subject  of,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  with  instme- 
tions  to  report  to  the  Honse    -        .        •  1661 

Mr.  R.  withdrew  his  motion,  and  sabmitted 
a  resolution  that  the  prayer  of  the  memo- 
rial is  unjust,  dec,  and  ought  not  to  be 
granted,  which  the  House  refused  to  con- 
sider       -  186) 

Mr.  R.  then  moved  that  the  petitioners  hsrre 
leave  to  withdraw  their  petition,  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table       ...  1663 

Teas  and  Nsys,  on  Mr.  Lyon's  motion  to  ballot 

for  the  standing  committees    -        -        •      56 
on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  Mr.  Stan-  • 
ford's  resolution  concerning  the  sedition 
law  -        -        -        -        -        -     134 

on  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Spea- 
ker -  135,1409,146^,1753,1630 
on  Mr.  Gardenier's  resolution  to  reduce  into 
one  the  several  acts  laying  an  embargo, 
and  the  act  to  prohibit  intercourse  -        -    333 
on  Mr.  Bacon's  resolution  relating  to  domes- 
tic manufactures    .....     236 

on  Mr.  B  Orwell's  motion  to  amend  the  Sen- 
ate bill  to  complete  the  fortifications        -    255 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill     -        -    256 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  require  the 
presence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury   320, 

321 
on  laying  on  the  table  a  resolution  concern- 
ing the  finances     '        '    .   *        '        *    ^^ 
on  the  passage  of  said  resolution        -        -    325 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  for  re- 

debiption  of  the  public  debt    ...    325 
on  Mr.  Dana's  amendment  to  said  bill    327,  326 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill     •        -    360 
on  amending  the  title  of  the  same        *        -    360 
on  committing  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  the  first  resolution  concerning  do> 
mestic  manufactures      ....    366 

on  the  second  resolution  on  that  subject     -    367 
on  the  proposition  for  selling  the  gunboata      392 
on  amending  the  Senate  bill  respecting  non- 
intercourse    441 

on  a  motion  to  amend  the  same  so  as  to  ex- 
clude both  British  and  French        -        -    442 
on  another  amendment  proposed  by  Mr«  Liv- 

ermore -        -    446 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill    -        •    456 
on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  con- 
tested election  between  Turner  and  Bay- 
lies         456 

on  agreeing  to  the  first  resolution  of  the 
Conmittae  of  Elections         ...    459 
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on  agreeing  to  the  second  resolution  declar- 
ing Baylies  not  legally  elected        -        -    461; 

on  agreeing  to  the  last  resolution,  declaring 
Charles  Tntner  entitled  to  his  seat  -    462 

on  a  resolution  to  call  for  certain  papers    -    715 

on  the  motion  to  refer  the  New  England 
memorial  to  the  Committee  of  Claims    -    737 

on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  joint 
resolution  respecting  the  British  Minister  1066 

on  postponing  the  same  to  the  third  Mon- 
day in  February 1 143 

on  recommitting  the  same         •        -        -  1 144 

on'the  final  passage  thereof       -        .        -1 157 

on  striking  out  the  fifth  section  of  the  bill 
concerning  commercial  intercourse         -  1222 

on  striking  out  the  clause  of  limitation  fiom 
the  same -  124& 

on  Mr.  Macon's  motion,  to  strike  out  the 
word  *'  next,"  and  insert  "  present'*        -  1246 

on  recommitting  the  said  bill     ...  1252 

on  referring  to  a  select  committee  the  leso- 
tion  respecting  convoy,  dbc    ...  1254 

on  another  amendment  to  the  bill  concern- 
ing commercial  intercourse     ...  1256 

on  ordering  the  said  bill  to  a  third  reading    1329 

on  laying  on  the  table  a  resolution  calling 
for  papers      ......  I33i 

on  the  final  passage  of  tiie  bill  concerning 
commercial  intercourse  ....  1354 

on  amendments  to  the  appropriation  hill,  1358, 

13(»,  1365 

on  recommitting  the  same  ...  1366 

on  considering  the  resolution  to  call  for  pa- 
pers        1374 

on  amending  the  same       -        -        -        -  1375 

on  the  resolution  as  amended     ...  1875 

on  amending  the  bill  to  prohibit  th£  use  of 
sea  letters 1360 

on  a  resolution  for  adjournment         -        -  1407 

on  allowing  the  use  of  the  Rail  to 'Robert 
Fulton 1409 

on  inquiring  into  the  ofiicial  conduct  of  the 
Seoretary  of  the  Treasury      ...  1423 

on  a  motion  to  adjourn      ....  1440 

on  postponing  the  bill  concerning  commer- 
da]  intercourse      -        -        -        -        -  144| 

on  taking  up  the  same       ....  1443 

on  postponmg,  indefinitely,  the  Senate's 
amendments  to  the  same        •        .        .  1450 

on  referring  Mr.  Eppes's  amendments  with 
those  of  the  Senate  to  a  select  committee  1463 

on  discharging  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
from  the  subject  of  convoy      ...  1464 

on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  disagreeing  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of 
ElizabeUi  Hamilton       ....  1460 

on  instructing  the  said  committee  to  report 
a  bill  pursuant  to  the  prayer  of  tiie  said 
petition 1460 

on  concurring  with  the  select  committee  in 
disagreeing  to  the  Senate's  amendments 
to  the  intercourse  bill     ....  1464 

on  Mr.  Poindezter's  resolution  relating  to 
thebatture    - 1466 

on  insisting  on  disagreement  with  the  Sen- 
ate on  the  intercourse  bill       *        •        .  1495 

on  a  motion  to  reject  the  torpedo  bill         -  1497 
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